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TO THE CHRISTIAN 
- AND BENIGNE READER: 


TFEEYITFEA Ith great reaſon the Royall Prophet laid that God is - admirable in vor. wn: 
ASE IR bis f om For alchough- God be truly maruelous vpon earth, and A 
Ref in all che workes of his hands , as Dauid fiags : yet do we'ſes 
8 «6x ſhine, with much more aduantage, his omniporency , wisdome, 
x, ESA > pak prouidence , and goodnes 1n the fonles, and in the vertues of the 
FIESLSaI ag Sins, God is admirable in a little fly or bee, in a hlkeworme, 
and in other vile and inferjour creatures; in the leaſt of which, he ſhewerh forth his 
incomprehenſible greatnes, and ſoueraigne worxman ſhip: but yet that is nothing 
compared with the treaſures», which he diſplayech through all chis machine of 
the-world , compoſed ina maruelous and fingular harmony, inthe diſpoſition of 
ſo many and different things , lo beautifull, ſo rare, ſo exquiſite , thar mp 
(if conſidered a part) doth ſuſpend: and rauiſh cuen the higheſt vnderſtanding ; 
and all his workes together; force man to go ovt of himlſelt ,j that ſotranſporred 
with an inexplicable and iuſt admiration , he might gather in his wings, render, 
and humble himſelf vnder-che Maiefty of that lord ;who hach had power,'and 
knowledge , and will co do this worke , for to awake our harts by theſe viſible 
things , and allure them to the contemplation. of che inuiſible ; and of his infi- 
nite- perfections, Now without doubt, the greatnes of Gods grace and goodnes, 
35s not {ſo much manifeſted in any of the vilible things, nor in all of them put 
together, as +in one only loule, of 3 Saint. Not only tor that there is no worke 
of nature to be compared with'the ſupernaturall workesof grace : but allſo, becauſe 
all the other workes are only like the traces and foorfteps of God, wheras the Sainc 
is his image, and reſemblance, his Temple, his frend , and his child, in whom he 
taketh delight : beſides this, the holines that man hath , comes not by himſelf, nor 
from himſelf, but by the blood of Telus Chriſt, which was ſhed vpon the Croſle 
for to render him holy. From whence. it! cometh that neither the earch with all 
its fertility, and abundance of diuerhry of flowers, fruites, and beaſtes x nor the 
exten of the ocean with all its monſters and fiſhes;nor the ayre with is ſeueralt 
kindesof birds; nor the fire with its thunder, and lightning ; neither the heauens, 
that with the courſe and light of the ſunne, moone, and ſtars, cauſe ſuch wonder- 
full effects on the inferiour bodies; do preach vnto vs ſo much the greatnes, and 
glory of God, as doth the ſoule of a Saint ;in,which he abideth as 'in his Tem- 
ple, repoleth as in his bed, and embracerh as his ſpouſe, There .is no humane 
rongue © tha, can expreſle , nor angelicall intelligence comprehend the 
loue which, Chrift our Sauiour bearech cowards 2 chaſt and pure ſoule , 
which transformed into him livech corporally ' vpon earth , and ſpiritually in 
heauen. That ſoule honoureth and glorifieth him more then all corporall creatures. 
She receiucth the creaſures of his grace. She is Gods picture , the mirrour of his 
| | a | goodnes 
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To the Reader. 


oodnes, the image of his perfe&tious , and participant of his diuine nature. And 
if our lord be {o admirable in each one of his Saints , how much more will he be 
in all of them together ; what glory will redound to his holy name by that innu- 
merable company of Saints, which haue floriſhed in his Church from the begin- 
ning of the world vnto this preſent; what praiſes ſhall he receiue from the holy 


of holyes, Chriſt leſus ? from the queen of Angells , his moſt bleſſed Mother ? 
from St. John the Bapriſt , his precurſor * from that colledge of twelue fiſher- 
men and preachers of his gholpell, that haue conquered the world ? from that 
army of Martyrs ?from that ſchoole of ſo many excellent and 
wiſe Doctors ?from ati infinite multitude of humble Confeſlors? from Solitary 
Penitents, reſembling Angells in mortall fleſh ? from the harts of pure Virgins, 
who for fcare of oiling their candor, offered their liues ro the [word ? from the 
company of the maried , and other perſons, of all eſtates and conditions , who 
tooke Gods law for the rule of their lines and manners ? all thele Saints haue 
been as numerous , as are the ſtarres of theskie, and will as ſoone be counted, 
or as the drops of raine, or ſands of the ſea. Theſe Saints are the domeltickes 
of that great \ oehes of famelics , the flock of. the good Paſtor, the kingdome of 
that king and Soueraigne Prince, It is the inuincible ſquadron, which the porters 
and gates of hell can neuer preuaile _; it is the ſchoole of true and deuine 
wiſdome , the ornament of heauen , the gloric of the earth , the Conſolation of 
the juſt , the example and correRtion of finners. Inſo much, that euen as the light 
of the ſunne obſcurerh that of the ſtarres, that hide themſelues at his rifing; fo 
doth the beauty and order of all corporall creatures vaniſh, and appeare nothing, 
compared with the ſplendour of the grace and beauty of the Saints; in whom our 
lord is more admirable then in all other things, and much more honoured, and 
glorified by them. : Dkp> 

The principall cauſe why the Saints-lines ſhould be written is , for the glory 
that redounds to him that .made them Saints, adorning and intiching them with 
ſuch ſingular guifts and graces : as likewiſe for the great good w hich the Church 
Triumphant and Militant receives thereby. For 1n the tuft place it is a thing 
very reaſonable, that we ſhould honour and ſerue thoſe, who haue ſo honoured 
and ferued our lord , and that we ſhould augment the accidentall glory of thoſe 
that haue always endeauored. to amplify and dilate that of God. And fince God 
bimſelf honoureth thoſe that honour him (as our Sauiour ſaith ) it is very iuft 
that men ſhould honour him whom God honours. T he Royall Prophet conſi- 
dering this iuſt debt, laid, lord, my ſoule and my hart honourcth thy freinds 
exceedingly : apd in an other. F{aſme he exhorteth vs to praiſe our lord in his 
Saints. lt is alſo a thing both very iuſt and prchitable to implore the fauour and 
ail tance of our brethren , who are allready aſſured and vicorious, that by their 
prayers and interceſſons, we may atriue at the peacefull port,y here they arclan- 
ded, and that we may partake of their crow nes and tryumphs. Againe , it is a 
great honour vnto the whole Catholicke C hurch , to know the innumerable and 
1luſtrious children ſhe hath begotten. For it one valiant man be ſufficient to 
illuſtrate his w hole family , what praiſes will ſo many gallant children procure 
and bring vnto their mother? 

Feſides it is a rampart and ſtrong buckler againſt the Infidells, that impugne 
it; and Heretickes , wEofe errours, and follies ate not better conuinced , then by 
the ex:mples of the Saints, for that it is a much more excellent way of teaching 
ty workes then. by words: and the Saints deedes are holy ,and in all, contrary to 
the fantzi.icall in.aginations of Heretickcs : in {uch ſort as to conuince them, and 
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interpret doubtfull chings, and hard ſentences of holy Scripture , the lines and 
examples of the. Saints do giue a great git Wherfore St. Hierome laith thatche 

lives of the Saints is the incerptetation of the holy Scriptures. And Sr. Auguſtin 

faith, that the holy Scripture treates not only of the commandements of God , 

but alſo of the lines and manners of the Saints, to the end, that if we doubr 

to vnderſtand what is there commanded, we may be ealightned therin by what the 

Saints haue done. What therfore doth the lines of the Saints ſerue vs,bur as a paterne 

and looking glaſſe, which we ought to haue allways before our eyes, there to {ee our 

vices and I loinencs ,therby to corr&t them ; and the heroicke vertues of Saints, i——_—_ 
whereby to awaken our tepidity, endeauouring to imitate them ? All theſe conſi- the Row. 
derations do moue the Catholicke Church to celebrate the memory of the «. © * 
Saints with ſo great piety and ſolicicude, hauing always ptocured to haue theliues and 

deaths of the Martyrs ,written. Which is ſecne by the leauen Notaries, whom Pope, 
Clement Martyr, Diſciple of St Peter, did appoint forto collet the facts of the Mar- Fub.l.4c: 
tyrs;and by the7 Deacons, and 7Subdeacons, that St.Fabian,allſo Pope and Martyr, $. Clem. 1, 
did adde to the 7 Noraries , to the end that it ſhould be managed with the grea- *©* 

ter caution and authority, All that which they gathered was preſented to the Pope, 

for to examine and*approue , and was kept in the Records of the Romane Church, 

as we reade that St. Anthere Pope and Martyr allſo did. Now not only the Church 

of Rome, which is the head of all others, hath taken this care, But it was followed 

by diuers others, as that of ſmyrna, of Lions, and vienne in France, ſertin 

downe exactly the Martyrdome of the Saints , who rendred their liues for Ieſus 

Chriſt in their countrey. And in St. Cyprians Epiſtles, and others of St. Denis of 
Alexandria, related by Euſebius of Ceſarea in his Hiſtory, we finde the traces,and 
practiſe of that holy and laudablecuſtome. And therfore were che Martyrdomes 

of diuers Martyrs graucly and iudiciouſly written downe and read in ſoine Churches, 

the days of their pretious deaths , as Cardinall Baronius hath obſerued, and taken , ! __ 
out of the Councill of Carthage, chapter 13. and out of an Epiſtle of Pope Adrian to «2. 
Charles the great,and out of what Gregory of Tours writes in his booke of theglo | 
of the Martyrs. And ifmore narrowly we obſerue, we $hall finde that the holy- con. - 
eſt and wiſcſt DoRors, and ſuch as haue beenethe light of the Catholicke Church, 73 *** * 
haue enriched and illuftrared it with the liues of Saints, which they haue written; 

> as among the Grecians, St. Athanaſius, St. Baſil , St. Gregory of Nice , his bro- 

> ther; and St. Gregory Nazianzen his Companion and intimate freind, St, Chry- 
ſoſtome, St. Damaſcene, Theodoret, and Metaphraft. And among the Larines, St. 
Ambroſe , Hierome , Auguſtin , Cregory the great , Paulin , Seuerus Sulpitius, 
Gregory of Tours , Bede, Bernard , and Bonauenture,without mentioning of others, 

who are very many. It hath cuer been eſteemed in the Catholicke Church a 
worthy and laudable thing to write the lines of che Saints ; as well for the great 

profit, which thoſe receiue that reade them with intention to learn ; as for the 

-— great difhcultics they meete with, that labour to write them worthily. For in the 

> Saints Hiſt ories there be diuers things obſcure and foulded, which muſt be cleered 


IR and vnfoulded ; many things doubtfull that muſt be verifyed : others contrary 


in themſelucs, which , if it be poſlible, ought to be accorded, Others that are apo- 
criphal , and yer ſo promiſcuouſly printed, and reccaued in the common opinion, 
- that they can neither be approuued without 2 notable preiudice to truth , nor 
2 reciefted withour great offence to the {imple vulgar. It is no maruell, chat in ſome 
23 things, thar are very ancient, and haue beet: buried in obliuion by meanes of 
S the Feadfall perſecutions , which vnder the Tyrants the Church hath ſuffered, 
$ Hiſtorians haue nor been able co finde the light of truth cleere and pure: _ 
| | claly 
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cially for that diners Heretickes haue ſtudied to glide falſities' into the lives of 
Saints 325 allſo ſome Carholickes, either for their intereſt ; or out of an. indiſcreet 
zeale kaue feigned and mixed things vnworthy of Chriſtian picty; as we ſcein the 
cenſure , which Pope, Pelagius made therof vnto the Romane Councell, Whar 
sball I ſay of the election and diſpoſition of things? of the breiity and propriety 
of words : of the ſincerity ,deuotion , and ſpirit , which ought to be in writing the 
lives of Saints; to the end they may imprint ſpiric and denotion in thoſe thag 
read them, penetrating their harts , raiſing , turning , and inflaming them. in the 
toue of God, 2nd in admiration of rheit ations, ſo glorious , and 1o' worthy tos 
be imitazed ? And more, the liues of ſome Saints are very long, and if we ſetthem 
downe as they are, would be aprolixity (to ſay truth) which would be irkſome to 
the reader: and if we would abbridge rhem , there is rather choſen what to-admire, 
then what moſt edifies ; rather miracles, then verzues : Beſides, there is danger,. 
that to auoide labour , they write without order, or diſtinction, tranllating them, 
as they are found written by the firſt Author, wholoeuer he be, wichour. other 
diligence or perquiſition ,or els that there is mixed hisſtrawe with their graine, and 
his diſcourſe with the maruellous examples of the Saints. And though we propoſe 
vnto the poeple a long narration filled with high conceptions, yet will it be very 
Far from the life of the Saint, which we relate : tor , if our lord by the light and 


| fire of his ſpirit doth not illuminate and inflame the hart , and conduct the pen: of 


the Hiſtorizn, all his words will be dry and cold, and thereader hauing read them 
will remaine fo lictle warmed, without guſt or fruit , as if in Jeu of the. life of a 
Saint, he had read that of an Emperouror of ſome heathen Pluloſopher. And in 
ſo doing, we arriue not at the principall ayme , which thole ought to haue thar 
write the Saintsliues, Whence we may gather, how hard it is to wrlte them. aſſure+ 
dly and profitably ; and the obligation we haue to thoſe who. haue vndergone 
the paines, for the benefit of che Chriſtian commonweatlh : and that they ought 


| to be excuſed ,if any thing be found , wherin they (as men ) may haue failed , 


and may-..not haue fo iuſtly hit the mark they aimed ar. Neither oughe we 
to wounder, if {o imporiant an enterpriſe , fo hard and perplexed -,, as this 
is, be not {ett forth to fo higha point of its perfetion, but that there may beſome- 
what dayly adacd therunto, whereby to perfect it, 6pening the way ,and giuing 
matter forother writers to exerciſe laudably theinduſtrie of their witt. Though Tam 
the meancht that haue vndertaken this taske, I haue ſtudyed to write a new this flo- 
wer of Saints, which I here preſent vnto you, not that | preſyme ſo much in my 
{eife , as to arrive , Where others hzaue not attained , and render the thing 
:ore perfect and accomplisht , then they haue done (ſelfe loue hath nor yet fo 
blinded me ;I thanke God ) bur for the reaſon Ishall tell you. Aﬀeer I bad'printed 
the booke cf the Chriſtian Prince, againſt the falſe reaſon of Rate , of che liber- 
tins of theſe times, I found my lelfe fo ould, and tyred,that I made account to 
Liv ray pen aſide ,and by retirement z to prepare mylelf to dye , the better ro 
render the account of ry life vato that Iudge , who is ro examine vs, according 
to he rigour of his Juſtice. But as I am 4 Religious man { though vnworthy 
and not maiſter of my elf, buta ſubicct to my order, 1ſubmicted my felf tom 
Superiours, who told me that our lord would be berter pleaſed , that I ſhould 
employ my felf to write fome profitable thing for the publicke good ; and in 
efict, commanded me to write the liues of the Saints, in a vulgar language. And 
netwithſtanging. any excuſe I could alleadge , either of my age; or trauells paſt 
( which haue not been wanting vnto me fornow theſe threaſcore yeares , that 
-haue been in Religion, andin the firlt beginnings of our Socicty)or of my little 
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To the Reader. 


healch and forces to ſupport ſo waighty a burden, my excuſes were not receaued, 
and ſo was I forced to {toope and obey. This obedience , as to God (for ſuch f 
deeme it) hath encouraged and fortified me, to draw ſtrength forth of my wea- 
keneſſe, and to accept it, asan earneſt of thar, which I hope his deuine Maieft 

will afford me : ſ{ince his, Minilters haue layd a burden vpon my feeble ſhoulders, 
which (according to my poore judgement) ſurpalleth my abilicy, I haue likewiſe 
been animated by the perlwaſ1ons, and defires of many deuour perlons, that haue 
been very inſtant with me for this wor know not why) and many, both Re- 
ligious and ſeculars, of quality , haue preſſed andimportuved me to finith it, 
hoping, perchance, to draw ſome fruite and conſolation thereby vato their ſou- 
les. Bur one of the moſt powerfull motiues which hath moued me, hath been, 
that | remember that our B. Father Ignatius,father and founder of our little Society 
of Teſus (with in whoſe armes I haue been brought vp) beeing a Souldiar, and 
ingulfed in the vanity of the world, opened the eyes of his ſoule, and was con- 
uerted tro God by reading of the liues of Saints; although ar che beginning he 
read them more for entertainement then deuotion. Alſo [ know that the readin 


. of the life of St. Antonie Abbot, written by St. Athanaſius, gaue ſuch a luſter 


in Rome , that many perſons of great quality abandoned the ſenſualitics and 

ompe of the world , and tooke Religions habits, crucitying themſelues wich 
leſus Chriſt , as St. Hierome ſayth , who praiſeth che holy widdow Mareella; for 
hauing been the firſt that prouoked others by her example. And that St. Iohn 
Colombin, a knight of Sienna, reading the lite of St. Mary of Egypt dedicated 
himſelf with {o great feruour to the ſcruice of God, that he founded a Religions 
order, who are called Ieſuates in Italy , wherethey foriſh, there beeing many mo+ 
naſteries of them. All this hath ſerued me as a goad co my remiflenes ; and as 
a ſollace to my little health ; for chac I hope ſome ſtrayd ſoule gr other, in, rea- 
ding what I sþall write, may be rouched by the hand of God, make her re. 
enter into the way of health and ſafety, and fo ſhe will taketiim for her guide 
and light. Howeuer it will be the molt profitable ro obey the voyce of God, 
and vndertake this taske in zeale of Gods glory, and honour of his Saints, or« 
nament of the Catholike Church, vrility of the faichfull, and confuſion of he- 
reticks, and to edifhie my ſoule in reading and writing of liues , ſo pretious and 
admirable. And if it chance that death do preuent me, I hope I ſhall be found 
ina good worke, and that the Saints themſelucs will obtaine for me pardon of 
my f1ns , for this ſmall honour , which I pretend cowards them. Lere vs begin 
vnder their ſhaddow and protection p_—_ the deuine mercy, and inuokin 
the ſpirit and fauour of our lord Teſus Chriſt, co weigh anchor, and hoyſle our 
failes, to take that courſe, with hope to arriue at che delired port. 

The Authors, I haue followed, in the writing of thele liues, are graue and 
approued , knowne and receiued for ſuch, of all the Carholicke Church; with the 
Roman Martyrologes of Bede, Vſuard, and Adon. I haue likewile helped my 
{elf of the pious labours of Lewis Lipomane, Byſhop of Verona, and Lauren- 
ce Surius Carthuſian : perſons for life, doctrine, and zeale of the honour of 
Saints, worthy of perperuall praiſe and memorie. I haue alſo been ayded by the An- 
nales and Annotations on the Roman Mattyrologe of the molt eminenc Cardinall 
Baroniuz, whom our lord hath choſen in cheſe our calamitous times, for ro em- 
ploy the better part of his age , with indefarigable paines , and incredible dili- 
gencein the wa of the liues and bookes of Saints; and with marure and lure, 
1udgement to make reuiue many things ,that were buried ia obliuion , and ro 
oblcrue and gather vp orhers, that were (cactered ,for ro mace plaing the _ 
: TW oo Ws: _  - 


To the Reader. 


. full, giue light to the obſcure, and illuſtrate the Ecctefiaſticall - hiftorie- ;; to! the 

rear benefit of the Chriſtian commonwealth , luſter of : che+Roman: Church, 
and to the praiſe and augmentation of the glory of the: Saints ': whom: ] 
ſhall more commonly follow in what concerns the yeares- and times:,: thay 
each Saint hath liued and died in : for it appeares to- me}, thar he hath kad 
more care, and vied more diligence , then others, in verifying the Chrono- 
logy of the times. In the alleadging of whoſe workes ,and in citing the places, 
I will follow the Roman impreſſion in folio. And for that it is: not my. princi- 

all intent, in this hiſtory, to thrult in , and relate all that 1s wricten of the Saints; 
for to chooſe out things certaine and wel aſſured, and which may excite vs the 
more to imitate the Saints, whoſe liues we write; I ſhall leauc our ſome things, 
which though they be rooted in the opinion of the Poeple, appeare not to me, 
ſupported with authority ſo valuable , as to aſſure them to-be true : and I doe 
not thinke it to purpoſe , to diſpute , or examine the reaſons on both ſides ; for 
thar belongs to the Shcooles, and would-' interrupt the file of the narratife, and 
ſo intricate the deuout reader , and make him-looſe the guſt , which he mighr 
finde, and euen coole the ardor and defire to imitate, which 1s ordinarily-enkin- 
dled in him, that reades the liues of Saints with that attention and intention, 
which he ought. The things which I omit , are not of moment , nor impor- 
tance for that end, Ew | 
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OF THE TORMENTS OF THE 


MARTYRS 


F: Ne of the greateſt arguments,that we Chriſtians haue, to confir- 

t me our holy fayth, is that of our bleſſed and valorous Martyrs, 
' who haue gijuen their liues for our Religion , for there haue 
been an infinite number of men and women of all conditions, 
VL ages, and nations, who haue dyed with lo ſtrange and admi- 

g rable conſtancy, that they haue both aſtoniſhed, and ouercome 
ca the world ; hauing heretofore been tormented wich all kindes 
of cruell and new torments, which the deuills and the Tyrants , their miniſters, 
could inuent. And theſe braue Champions of Teſfus Chriſt, endured them with 
a patience more then humane, nay with an incredible courage and ioy. Bur ſeeing 
that whileſt we treate of Martyrs, we muſt neceſſarily make mention of their tor- 
rents, and of the inftruments , that were made vſe of for the ſame , I haue (the 
betterto giue to vnderſtand them once for all ) thought fitt to place them here, 
before we begin the -worke. 

The Tyrants were wont to putt the holy Martyrs on Crofles, but not allways 
inthe ſame manner ; for ſometimes they crucified chem, their feete nailed belew; 
and their heads vp ;and others, with their heads downe,and their feere vp. And 
the crofſe was not always of the ſame figure, but diuerle ; ſometimes they cruci- 
fied them to trees, and 'on other wood in divers manners. They tyed them th - 
ſome wood, pillar , or tree, for to torment them more at their eaſe, Sometimes 
they tyed them by both their feere; at other times by one only , making a fire 
vnderneath them of ſome ſtinking and infectious ſtuffe, that the ſmoake and the 
ill ſmell mighc fuffocare them. Ocherwiles they would tye them by one 'orboth 
armes, or by their thumbes, in which poſture they would leaue them for i long 
times then to rack and diſlodge their joints, they hung to their feete, or on their 
heads and ſhoulders , great heauy ſtones with weights of lead and iron, ſo to 
crack:thewr members, and to leaue no part of their bodyes entire or without 

aine. Sometimes they prefled and trod vpon them ,as they do the grapes and 
oliues in the prefſe. Orher times they would draw .and extend their feete and 
hands, faftned ro wheeles , which they called zrochleas ; more or leſle as they pleaſed. 
Others they placed on a wheele, and left them there without food , vntill chey 
dyed ,.or hauing well faſtned them theron , tumbled them downe a precipice. 
Then would they arme the wheele with ſharp iron points , and made them be 
rolled. vpon thorns of ſteele moſt ſharply pointed. | 
\ The Cheualer was an ordinary torture, made of wood , in forme of a horſe, 
with wheeles at the ends, for ro extend and diſjointe the Martyrs bones. An other 
torture they called Cataſta, which was a ſcaffold, {ett on ſome high and eminenc 
place, that he who was oooh be ſeen by the poeple, that his fo hor- 


ride. and painfull corment might ftrike a terror inco the ſpeQators. There = 
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they ſcourge them cruelly, ſometimes with hard, leather thongs then with knotted 
cudgells, ar other times with the nerues of bulles , or rods of iron or lead , or 
with plumetts, which was a kind of whippe made of cords or leather , and ar 
the end of each ſtring a bulletr of lead. With theſe inſtruments the officiers did 
bruiſe and teare the Martyrs bodies , with a more then barbarous cruelty , 


' thar many times they were more tired with bearing , then the holy Martyrs were 


of enduring it, through the great delire chey had to ſuffer for Jeſus Chriſt ; by 
reaſon alſo of the comtort and ſtrength, which our lord ſent them ar that time. 

Beſides theſe , the Tyrants had many other inuentions to teare in peeces their 
bodies, as clawes of iron ſteeled, that were a ſort of pincers pointed on euery fide 
with nailes or clawes of iron , to flay of the skinne , and ;carry with it lumps of 
fleſh; and yer to this day is lcene ar Sr, Peters in Rome, one of theleinftruments, 
which isable ro make a man tremble auen to view it. They vied likewiſe combes 
of iron to rake rhe Saints fleſh with ; allſo crampirous to pinche ,draw,and man- 
gle them , and after they were dead, drag them , and caſt them into the riuer, 
or into ſome ſincke or iakes ; ſometimes with broken porſhards pointed , they 
rubbed and powdered the body all couered with wounds, and. lo tore of the skin 
that couered it. They vſed blades of iron, and lampes , that they called ardentes, 
for to burne the holy Martyrs ſides, on the Cataſta, or cheualet ; and when they 
rookerhem from thence, ſometimes they would putt them on the. torture , and 
ſtretched out their leggs croſle ways, vntill their feet reached to certaine holes at 
2 ſtrange diſtance « others did caft vnſlaked lime on their bodies , and boiling 


cyle,or roule them naked on broken porſhards , that lo no member nor pare ' 


of their body might be free from new paines. 

Beſides thele horrid and cruell paynes, Sathan inuented others more ſha 
and ſmarting} for to burne theſe glorious Champions aliue. Sometimes they c 
chem into a bull of mertall redhort, or into. a great cauldron full of oyle , of 
melted pitch or lead, and boiled them in ic : ſomeringes fryed them in pannes : 
others they roaſted with a ſlow fire vpon a gridiron ; orels ſeated them on a red 
hott ſtoole of iron : and putt on their heads a red hott helmet, or els tryed them 
with fire hot nailes, ſometimes they would cloath them with 2 shire of burning 
iron; or els with an other , which they called a froward $hirr, which was ſteept in 
pitch , rolen, oyle, and other liquour, and fo by putting fire thervnte ,confumed 
chem. They alſo tormented their feete with ſhoees of burning iron all ſert with 
nailes, or made them walke bare foored vpon liue-coales; or poured melted lead 
into their mouthes, or caſt them into great fires, oucns , furnaces of lime, into 
pitts full of fire, or into a veſlell fall of pitch and tow, that chey mighc burnin 
the ſea, and paſſing rchrough fire and water , they might arriue to the refreſhmenr 
and crowne of our lord. Moſt pious Virgins as more pure then the lunne , they 
tryed naked by their haire , cute of their brefts , and drag'd them into ſtewes 
among the {trumpetrs :which was the moſt ignominious tormentthey could ſuffer. 
Finally they cut our the tongues of the holy Martyrs, puncht outtheir tech, pluck 
out rheireyes, cut of rheir feere, brake their leggs,flayed them aliue, caſt them downe 
precipices,putt ſharp pointed aules between their nailes and the fleſh, ſliced them in 
pieces and quarters,drag*d them through rough and ſtony places, drew their mem- 
bers with four horfes, or tyed them to armes of grear crees bowed downe by force, 
andtolett them {lippe,that by the imperuolity of the motion they might bediſmem- 
bred. They expoſed them to the Lyons and wilde beaſts : ſometimes they tyed 
them naked, and made rhe ratrs cat them ; or els the brizzes , or gad. bees, 
anointing them with honie; or opened their belly, and filled it with PR 
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for the horſes to feede , or els buried them aliue , or drowned them in riuers of 
the ſea, In brief chey inuented ſuch ſcuerall ſorts of horrible rormenrs for cach 
member , and ſo many kinds of ignominious and painfull deaths , that 
we can not relate , NOT thinke attentiuely what theſe braue champions haue ſuffe- 
red for Tefus Chriſt, but thac we muſt praiſe our lord God , for hauing giuen 
them courage, and force, and conſtancy ro endure ſo much. And the ſame con- 
fideration will moue vs to eſteeme highly not only them, who haue thus ſuffered; 
but alſo the holy Church, for beeing furniſhed with ſuch a batralion of inuinci- 
ble ſouldiers; yea and make vs bluſh for ſhame to ſee our owne cowardife and 
tepidiry , whileft thar neither thele fignall examples of verrue , nor thele ardent 
fAlames of diuine loue are ſufficient to kindle our harts ; that ſo deſpiling all 
the things of fraile earth, bricle, and perishable; we may efteeme, wiſh, and leeke 
after, in good earneſt , the things of heauen , which are ſolide and table, and 
of cternall duration. Topurſue this matter , were ncuer to make an end. He thar 
hath the deſire, may ſee it in Antonius Galonius Roman , who treats of it am- 
ply, and with curiofity in a booke he hath made of the inſtruments and meanes 
ro torment the Martyrs printcd at Rome. Anno 1594. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE LIFE OF OVR LORD 
 IESVS CIHELISER 


FG. Ven as crr Redeemer Teſus Chriſt is the fountaine and roote of all ſanflity , and 
> the ſunne of iuſtice , who, by his luminous rayes , cauſeth all the light that is in his 

NET Church : enen fo his life , paſsion , and bleſſed death , are the meanes, whereby be 

SSA oth communicate , and make flow Þpon Vs that holynes : God made himſelf man , 
and lived among men , mueſted with ſoule and body, to teach Þs to line a life not hnmane, but 
denine ; not of earth, but of heauen ; he endured ſo many panes, and ſo 12nomiious a death , for 
to captiuate our harts the more, aud binde vs With more ſtrait chaines of loue. In ſo mach as the 
life of Teſus Chriſt , is a mould and patern of a Chriſtians life, and his moſt ſacred paſsion is 
' our riches , andthe treaſure of our merites, it is our light , our medicine,our health, life , happines, 
and our2lory. Wherfore we ought to haue nothing more in thought, day and night y nor to rumi- 
nate and meditate on ſo much, as the life and death of our Sawour , for to imitate his Vertues, 
and redreſse our croocked pathes, by the ſquare and rule of hisreflitude, for as St. Gregory ſaith, 
all the aFtious of Teſus Chriſt are to teach and inſtruct vs, what we ought to do. And he 
is more holy and perfeft , who knowes beſt , how to imitate the examples and Vertues of Teſus 
Chriſt ; for that he arinkes more abundantly in hk , and participates more of the 
Vertue and moiſter of the roote : and paxtakes more of the light of that ſunne , which (as we 
haue ſaid )is the cauſe of all light and iuſtice. Wherefore St. Paul exhortes Vs to imitate him, 
and giueth the reaſon, becauſe he did imitate Jeſus Chriſt. And this conſideration cauſed many 
Saints and perſons of great perfeStion , to take for ſubiect of their prayer and meditation, rhe 
life and paſſion of our lord: for that they found therm a nourishment to their ſoules , a remedy 
of their maladies , a ſtrengthning of their weakeneſse, (timulations of loue in their tepidity , par- 


don of 


IntroduGion to tho life of our lord Tefus Chriſt, 


don of their fins , cure of their wounds , and reliefe of all their neceſitics. In ſo much , 
as diners great ſeruants of God , at the agony of death , cauſed to be read Vnto them- the 
paſſion of our Sauiour to preſent it to the eternal! father , and to gaine courage by the memory 
of what he hath ſuffered for Vs ; to confound and aſtonsh the deuill , who hath been onercome 
thereby , and who endeauoreth at that houre , more then any other, to make Þs looſe the fruit 
of the pretious blood of our Sanionr. This is that which hath inuted me ( benigne R eader) to 
bezin the Saints lives , and the life of the Saint of Saints, and the cauſe of all ſanflity , that 
is in all the Saints of heauen and earth. And aithough many haue writ the life of our Sauiour 
Jeſus Chriſt , and his ſacred Martyrs ( thous all that can be ſaid therm is Very little) and that 
ſome authors hane enlarged vpon it with pious confiderations ; uluſtrated it with high ſtile and 
eloquence, to invite the reader to meditate theron with greater prefit : it ts not my intent , to make 
long diſcourſes , but to relate things fecming to me the moſt remarkable , of the life and death 
of our Sautour , ſettiig them forth naked and flainely, that the reader may forme his deuout 
confiderations ,and eqify his foule, $o that I deeme this manner of wutting to be more Þſefull 
and profitable for ordinary poeple , that have no learning, becauſe they are not ſo capable of ge. 
ticate ſentences , by the abundance webrof they ar: dazed, and darkned in their Þnuderflanding 
beſides it doth relish and mprint more us the ſoulr what it concemes , and what God communi- 
cates more to them in prazer touchmg the denine n:yſteries of his life and paſſion , then what is 
read in other authors , althongh it be more bigh aid excellent. It is true that , to the end that 
the reader may the better ao it, and that the Hiſtory may not betoo naked , we haue opened 
rhe way in ſome paſſages , and do 2ine motines fer meditation on the ſame myſteries, Shedding 
forth m this biſtory the all-full ſmple Jeede , Which been ſowed and bedewed in the hart by 
prayer , ſtudy , and diligence will bring forth mn its time , much fruite , through the grace of 
our lord Teſus Chriſt. This T am Yillng to aduife thee , Chriſtian Reader , that thou shouldſF 
know the reaſon, wi ich hath moued mie to place here the life of Chriſt , and to wrue at , as T 
hane done , v om 1 beſeech to grannt thee the grace to imitate ſo as Wwe may deſerue to partake 


of the ineſtimable frute of his Geſſe, and moſt holy Paſsion. 
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FYEſte Vis pes SaincTs compoſe par le Reverexo Pers Rinapixera de 12 
Compagnie de IESVS, en la langue Eſpagnol, du depuis nouuellemenc 


tranſlate en la langue Angloiſe, par va Gentilhome Catholicque Anglois,ſe peut 


vtilement 1mprimer, 


Veii & approune par nous Tean Charles de Longuenal, 
Doyen & Chanoine de FEgliſe Cathedrale de Sainf 
Omer & Cenſeur des Linres, | 
A damet Omer ce 12, d'Auril 1665. 
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the MeTazand true Suurur of the veeric] fiontd 
be bone of their vine {and ordamycy that this | 
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ang Gouucrnours of the Poepic Mt 43:QCt ; anc 
in her ſhould toyne both the Royal and Sacc te 
dotall blood, becauſe fc wasto be motiiey of the 
foucraigne pricfit , ani: { of the King of heaucn 
and canth. He was alto plealed , that at the 
time of her Conception inc was maricd with a 
holy mart, Oc t the fame tribe ,nained Tofeph, that 

Shewas ſhe might haue one to helpe , and keepe her 

ward. company , and that no fuipzicion migit! be had 


(ſeeing her great with child, an4 not maricc ) 
of her hoacity and purity. And tor o giac no 
occalicn to the Iewes to rcicd her foane , as 
conceiued in tin ; having in that, more regard 
to the honour Ot his mother ,thcn to his owag, 
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would 
hauo 


IN uCS WOE , began to obey , and 


2 The life 


haue his Parents obey the carthly Princes lawes. 


Bethleem was 4 village. necre Hicruſalem, no- | 


' ble, in reſpe& that King Dauid , who was the 
figure of leſus Chriſt ,was there born : but much 


the birth of Icſus Chriſt hamſelf ; who , to ac- 


compliſh Michces Prophecy, and tor to giue | 


example of humility in all, and contempt of the 
worlds vanity , would bc boin in Bethleem, 


that poore contemptible place, anddye ignomi- | 


niouſly at Hieruſalcm, that 10y3ll , luſtrous 
and renowed city. This lerd choſe allo (as lord 
of all times ) the moſt conucnicnt ſcafon to 
come into the world, after ſo many ages expircd 
from the firſt fin of our parents, that by fo long 
a lapſe and ſpace of time , the diſcaſe and ne- 
cefſity which man had of remedy , might the 
better be knowen and acknowledged: and that 
the forces of nature could not giuc it, and that 
we ſhould demand of God this , nine u phyhi- 
cian. To the end alſo that having been fo long 
4 time promiſcd to the Patriarkes , announced 
to Prophets, and repreſemted vnder ſhaddowes 
and figures of antient fathers , and defired of 
all nations; he might be the better xecciued and 
embraced of all. And as he came to make peace 
betwixt God and man, as a pcacetull king, and 
mediator betwcene them, he ſo diſpoſed of things, 
that at the time he would be born, there ſhould 
be through the whole world a profund peace , 
and that the Roman Empire with all its extent 
| ſhouldbe inthe hands, and vnder the regiment 

of one ſole Prince , which was Auguſtus : who 

having ſubie&ed and ouercome all his enne- 

mics , enioyed great peace and repoſe , having 


The time 
Qf praccs 


ſhut vp the Temple of Janus, which was a figne : 
among the Romans that there was no warre, | 


nor noyſe of commotion in the whole Em- 
pire. Our lord alſo diſpgoſcd ſo, that by this 
vnion and quiet, the way might be the better faci- 
litated for the preaching ot the holy Ghoſpell 
aftcr , and that the holy word might the eaſter 
ſpread without vbſtacle or diſturbance, through 
There all regions and Provinces of the world, 
or And wheras the creator of heauen- and 
pics beſo. Carth was to come vpon earth , and appearc 
re the among mens it was conuenient that the creaturs 
of 1.4.5 ſhould juſtify the excellence and greatnes of 
Chritt, thei: lord , and give to vnderſtand with prodi- 
aud why. pes and wonderfull things, the ſcucraigne Ma- 
icſty o: the king now comming. God did many 
maruclous workes , and aboue the ordinary 
courſe of nature, a little before his birth, which 
are rclated by Hiſtorians , both Eccleſiaſticall 
and prophanc , which though the gentills , as 


Cicero 1. : itt 
* 0; heathen and idolaters, 6o differently interprete, 


2. wuc di- 


win, 2nd attribute to the happines of their Princes, ' 


yet they were no other, then fgnes and prodi- 
gies, 1gnitying the comming ot our God and 
Sauious ; who tent them to awaken the conſi- 
deration and admiration of men: diſpoſing by 
that meancs their har.s tro belicue in him ; and 


of our lord 


to receiue him, when he ſhould be denounce- 
and manifeſted by the mouth of the i 
call preachers. For letting a part the oracies of 


| the Sybilles , that were as Propheteſles of the 


more illuſtrious, tor hauing becn honored by | Gentils, and who long before the —_— of 


leſus Chriſt , ſpake fo _— of his birth, life, 
death, and Paſſhon, that the Gentiles with great 
care did read , and ſtudy theſc oracles without 
vnderſtanding them. And not to ſpeake of other 
predigesthat we could mention for that we feare 
to be tedious, in that time the oracle of Apollo, 
renowned through all the world , by which the 
deuill had wont to delude and inchant men, 
had al:cady ceaſed , and anſwered no more to 
thoſe , that went to conſult him , as of cuſtome, 
becauſe our lord had commanded him filence , 
ard gaue him only licence to anſwer to Au- 
ouſtus ( who had ſacnifized vnto him , and built 
a ſtately Temple) he could not anſwer, becauſe 
an Hebrew-child, who was God , commandcd 
him to hold his peace, and goe into hell. And 
not only was Apollo dumbe by the comming 
of our Sauiour , but all the other deuills, who 
ſpake nomore by the mouth of the 1dolls, which 
blinde Paganiſme eſteeming to be true Gods, 
had recource vntothem, conſulted them, taking 
their anſwers for ſo many Oracles. Plutarke the 
Philoſopher writ a treatiſe , wherin he demands 
the reaſon, why the Oracles of the Gods had 
ceaſcd, for that becing a bcathen he knew not, 
nor could concciue the cauſe. And Auguſtus 
himſelf , though a Prince and Emperour of fo 
great a part of the world, would not hauc any 
one call him lord, not ſo much out of modeſty, 
but forthat God carried him vanto it, for to giuc 
to vrderſtand, that in the preſence of the ſun- 
nes clarity . that of the ſtarres ovght to be ob(- 
cured ;and all the power and dominion of men 
muſt render to the Soucraigne Matcſty of God, 
and that no perſon ought to be called king or 
lord before him, who hath written on histhigh 
The king of kings and lord of lords. Wherfore 
Avguſtus returning to Rome , as Nicephorus 
and Suidas write , erected an Altar at the 
Capitoll, with this title : The 4/tar of the eldeſt 
ſonne of God : where after (as is belieued) Con- 
ſtantine the great built a fumptuous Church vnto 
the Mother of God , which at this day is called 
Ara Cel, orthe Altar of heauen,and isa Conuent 
of friars Minors of the obſcruance of St. Francis. 
At the time then of this great peace , and 
of ſo many prodigious maruells, the Sauiour of 
the world appeared ; and ſor that he came as 
maſter of heauen, for to teach vs to reie& the 
delights and plcaſurcs of canth, and to embrace 
the auſterity and mortification of the fleſh, he 
choſe a cold and 1igourous time for his birth 
for athovgh the creatures that arc in their mo- 
t hers entralls, can not chooſe the time and Eoure 
of their birth: yet could Tefus Chriſt have Cone 
it, as lord of all time; and as he, whotromthe 


| inſtant of his Conception , retained the ſame 
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Jeſus 


wiſdome and power , which he now hath in 
heauen., He choſe the moneth of December, a 
ſharp and cold time , when the bleſſed Virgin 
_— arrived with her good ſpouſe to Bethle- 
. em ; having paſſed all thoſe incommodities of 

the weather , long and labourſome way , 

with other inconueniences incident to their 


4 poverty , ſhe found no lodging nor any that 


would recciuec her , nor houſe to harbour her, 

becauſe the towne was very full, ſo many thron- 

ging thither at that time to be cnregiſtred ac- 

cording to Auguſtus his edi&. All the innes 

Were ll {o that ſhe was conſtrained to retire 

into a ſtable, withour Bethleem. which was in 

the ſubburbs neere adioyning. For Bethle«m 

was built on the declining of a hill, and atihe 
Partallof end of it rowards the caſt, there was a hovel], 
Bethlems Or caue , where commonly the poore pilgrims 
and ſhepheards harboured 1n times of need. T he 
queen of Angells enered this palace, It was a 
vile and abicc place,and a receptacle of beaſts 
which he choſe for his birth , who with three 
ſingars ſuſtaincth the whole machin of ihe 
world , he who by his im-menfity can not be 
contained neither in carth nor heauea , to the 
end that man ſhould humble himſclt , and vn- 
derſtand , that he is placed here , but as a p'l- 
grime and exile in this valley of teares, and Þat 
the moſt poliſht, the moſt ſhining, and.cſtecmed 
place, is but a ſtable of beaſts, compared with 
heauens palace, and thoſe eternall manſions, tor 
which he was created. lt was at midnight, 
when all things were 1n a ſtill filence , the hea- 
uvens diſtilling hony and ſwecrnes , and all the 
world exp<&ing the defired of nations , the 
moſt purc Virgin began to know the houre of 
her tacred delivery to be neere: when cntring 
into a proſund contemplation of ſo high a 
Myſtery ,and inflamed with a moſt ſweete and 
atnorous affeftion to behold her moſt blefled 
ionne : ſhe began with an interiour defize , and 
perfet humility, to ſupplicate the ercraall {ather, 
that fince he had plcaſed to make her mother of 
his only ſonne , he would deigne to giue her 
the grace to beare and »ring him forth into 
the world. Beeing thus rapt in contemplation 
and defire, without help or need of midwite, 
without diſquiet or paine, withour corruption 
or fraftion of her vizginall purity , ſhe ſaw 
before her , her moſt bleſſed ſonne, come forth 
of her wombe, clearer and purer then the {unne, 
for the good and remedy of the world, a ten- 
der infant, and God etern-l] ſhaking for cold 
who began already by hus tearesto do the office 
of aRedcemer,and pay ourfaults with his paines. 
We can neither ſay , nor thinke the infinite ioy 
which the Virgin received at that inſtant ; the 
altoniſhment and admiration, which wrought in 
her to ſee him, whom ſhe knew to be t rue God: 
® therado. {0 abie&X and humble Rtraight ſhe adored him as 
>reth hex God : reuerenced him as her lord, kiſſed him as 


; fonne. her ſogne ; embracedand preſled him againſt her 


; 


Chriſt. 


virginall breſts. Then ſte wrapped him in poore, 
though cleane and ft: cloutes, which ſte bad 
provided. And for that , that long cold winter 
night was ſFarp, ſte put Fer blefied babe, fo 
wizpped vp in ihe crib, beccuſe in all ihe ſtat le, 
{te could not fince a more decent and commo- 
diovs place; that wi h a littic hay and fiaw,ſle 
had gathered andthe breath of the oxe and afſe, 
that there were 1yed, ſte might in ſome lo oh 


mangeta 


preſerue him trem the cold :10 fulfill alſo Ways The yea- 
Prophecy : that the vxe $ball know bis maſter ang\ = of our 
the :fſe the wih of bis lord And man ought 0 be), lords 
aſhzmed rot toacknowledge and ferue him. whom 

the beſts ſerve and acknowledge. Our lord was 

Forn, accordirg 0 'Fe ſurputation of the Roman 
Maryrologe, t ve thouſand , one Fundred, nincty "BF? 
nine yeares after the worles creation ; and two _ 
thouſend nine Fundred fity ſeauen yeares after 

Noes food, and two thouſand fitteere alter the 

birth of Abrzh.m ; ar.d or.e tt ouſar d fue krndred 

and ten yeazes irom the comm irg of the Poeple 

of Iſrael out of t gypt, and one thouſand and thir- 

ty two from Davids teeing anrointed kirg , in 

the ſixteeth five weeke, ccorVing to Daniels Pro- 
thecy:and in the one kundred ninety and fourth ——_— 
Clymp iace, ſeaven bunered hity two yeares after 

the Fuilding of Rome , thetwo ard ionythyezre 

oi the r.-gne of Augefivs. In the f:me E:pry 

Foure that our lord was torn , the feaſt was 
celebrated in heaven , and all the Angells 

can.e and adcred him for their Prince ard 

lord , and reſtaurator of their ſeates , which Hetr. n 
the fins of the wiked Angells bad loſt by their f1l, _ _ 
Preſently an Angell appeared to the ſtephra:ds, Ted Ietus 
that wotcked their flocks neere to a tower ca !ed Chit 
Heder, where Iacob had fed his flocks, ſome theu- / 
ſand paces diſtant from Bethleem toward the eaſt, Amon 


ard anrounced vnto them the joytu'l tidings of pearedte 
the Saviour of the worlds being come , and the RG 


place,wherc he was born, and where they ſhould 
hnde him ; and gaue them the fignes to know 
bim þy. They ran gladly and haſtily to the crib, 
where they tound and zdored him, and aſter re- 
lated to their Companions w hat they had ſeen Anew 
and found. At the fame inſtant appeared alſo a —__ 
ſtarre in the eaſtern parts, which ſignified that —_— 
the ſtarre of Iacob was born , Prophehed by Ba- 

laam, that fo the three kings by the fighe of the Numb.ag 
one, might be moued to lſeeke the orher, that 

Was hid in the poreall of Bethleem , as we 
ſhall ſay hereafter, to the end that he that was 
born for all , ſhould be manifeſted to the Iewes 
and Gentiles , to the ſhepheards and the kings,to 
the poore and the rich, to thoſe that dwelt neere, 
and-thoſe that were far of ; and that the ſame « 
corner-ſtone might ioyne the two walls toge- —_ 
ther , that were ſo ſeparate and deuided. There of our. 
be thoſe that contend that an other Angell was Sawouts 


St. Ter 
me, An 
otherAn- 
ge't pubs» 
lisheth or 
the fa- 
thers in 


ſent ro limbus Parrum , to giue tidings © che 


holy fathers theie , that the Saviour was 
born, though the ho'y wiie ſpeakes not of it. 


The text ſaith that to thoſe Angells that ——_—" 
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The life of our lord. 


cedit tothe thepheards an infinite multitude of 
Angellsioyncd, ſinging , and filling the heaucns 
with hymnes and praiſes of the new born king , 
and ſaying theſe words ſo full of Myſtery, Glory 
in the hizheſt to God , anda on earth peace to 
men of good will ; tor to giuc vs to ynderſtand 
of the glory that ſhould redound to God for 
having fo abaſed and humbled himſcif, and of 
the-peace that men ſhould obtaine, who would 
with hart and will vnite themſclues with the 
worlds peace-maker , and vnder his Imperiall. 
Banner ſhould wage ware againſt the world , 
fleſh, nd the devili. In fo nwch as heaucn and 
earth did celebrate the ſacred Nativity of our 
lord , becauſe it was moſt reaſonable that all 
creatures ſhould reioyce at the comming of their 
creator, whereby he had ſo much enobledthem. 
To the endaliothait man ſtovld know , that this 
little and tender intant , that ſeemed fo teeble 
to the cyes of ficſh, was true God, and the cter- 


nall king. And that of one tide he ſhovid con- 


fider the humility and charity of our lord ; and 
of the other , he Ihculd acknowtedge his omni- 
potent and ſcueraigne Maicſty, tor to feareand 
admirc him , ſecing. he could 1oyne in one, ex- 
treames ſodiſtant , as God and man, virgin and 
mother , eternity and t:me, heauen = carth, 
death and life , and faith of ſuch incomprehen 

ſible Myſteries, in 4 humane hart: for that God 
becing to come into the world , ought ro be 
born in that manner ,that ſo of the one ſide, 
manifeſting his greatnes . and of the other , his 
lowlnes , man ould be provided of remedy 
and example. The goipell ietts nor forth what 
day of the weeke our Redcerer was born,and 
there be diverſe opinions therof ameng the 
Dottours. Neucrthelefie it is held for the moſt 
ceriaine , that he was born cn the ſunday , as 
the fixth Synode afirmeth, chapter the cighth, 
and the houre was 4 little after midaighr,at the 
point of the naturall day of the us andtwen- 
tith ot December , reckoning on? midnight trom 
an other, and before the aitificiall day began , 
which is trom one ſunne to an other, Which 
was contormable tothe tradition of the Church, 
and the cuſtome of ſaying 2/afle that night,and 
to what the words of the text do hgnitye. Bede 
wrires that in that portall of Bethleem , was that 
night,tuddainly diicoucred a fountaine of water, 
for the {cruice ofthe Virgin, newly delivered of 
her child; and he addeth, that it continued cuen 
to his time, without cucr having been drawne 
dry for fo n_ yeares. This ſimple ſtable, yet 
mere pretiousthen allihe Kings palaces, wasin 
great veneration amongſt the Chriſtians. There 
was bujk amagnificent Church, and all that caue 
was adorned with rich marble ſtones , and the 
crib that was of wood, was tranſported to Ro- 
me and placed in a Chapell of the Church of 
St, Mary Maior ,wherc it is to this day , vnder 
the Altar, and is honoured with great devotion 
by all Chriſtian pocg le, 


Our lord was not contented to haue giuen 
vs in his birth ſo admirable an example ot hu- 


mulity-and pouerty : but ſeeing our pride and ,._ 
vanity , which he came to beatc downc , was cumat- 
ſo great , he would giue vs an other greater — 2 
example in his Circumciſion, eight dayes after his 


Natiuity. For in his birth he tooke the figure 
of a poore forlorn man, in his Circumcifhon,of 
a ſinner; for that Circumciſion was inſtituted 
for the remedy of finnes ; and he: that tooke 
that medicine , gaue to vaderſtand that he was 


feick. But as our lord came to pay our debts, 


and with his blood , to waſh the ſpotts of our 
ſinnes; his charity was fo incſtimable , that his 
bountitull hart permitted him not to tarry , till 
the time he was to ſacrifice himſelf vpon the 
Crofle for vs ( for that terme ſeemed too long 
vnto him ) but would ſo ſoone, with the blood 
he ſhed at his Circumciſion , giue vs a gage of 
his louc, and the earneſt of that catire payment, 
which he was to make at the end of his life. He 
would alſo be ciicumciſed to ſhew that he was 
of Abr«hams race , and that the Circumciſion 
of the fleſh vatill that time was good, and or- 
daincd by God, for to free vsof x obligation; 
and to learn vs an othergreater , and more ſpi- 
tituall , Ggnified by the corporall Circumciſion, 
as we ſhall ſay of it in its proper day : this Cir- 
cumCiſion ( zs 13 belicucd ) was Cone in the 
portall of Bethleem , where he was born : for 
neither the Temple, nor any other particular 
place, was cuer aſſgned by any law , where 
Circumciſion ſhould be done. 

But becauſe we ſhould vaderſtand , who 
this child is , that was Circumciſed , in habit of 
a {inner , the holy Ghoſpell ſaith : they gaue 
him a name , and called him Icſus that is to 
lay, Sauiour. And that men hauc not giuen it 
him, but the ctcrnall father, and that the'An- 
pcll brought it trom heaven , and announced 
it cucn before he was in his mothers wombe, 
to witt, when the Angell ſaluting her, ſaidthat 
ſhe ſhould concciuc in her wombe , and bring 
torth a fonne whom ſhe ſhould name Ieſus : 
and he faid the ſame to St. Joleph adding the 
cauſc of that name, for that he was to deliuer 
his poeple from their ſinnes. And to be Ieſus, 
he had that of himſelf; but to be circumciſed, 
and take the forme of a ſinner, that came from 
our fault and miſery , which he came to re- 
medy. five days after the Circumcifion , the 
thirteenth from the Nativity of: our lord , the 
three kings arrived in Bethleem, who came to 
ſccke him trom the caſt, moucd ſo to do by the 
ſtarre which (as we faid) had appearedin their 


region at the ſame time , that our Redeemer Thecom 


was born. Whervpon the Mages touched with 
the fight of this new ſtartc by reaſon of its 
greatnes and admirable brightnes , and interi- 
ourly illuminated with an other Supcriour and 
deuine light, they vnderſtocd that in Iudea was 
boin a ncw King , the Sauiour of the world : 
an 
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Jeſus Chriſt, 


and impulſed by the holy Ghoſt , they left their 
kingdomes , commodities and delights , and 
began their way to ſeeke him , guided by the 
ſame ſtarre , which diſappearing ,they centred 
Hieruſalem, and there publiſhed what they had 
ſcenc, enquiring where he was, who was born 
king of the Icwes. At this newes , all the ciry 
of Hicrufalcm was much troubled , but parti- 
cularly Herode , who hauing conſulted the Mat- 
ter with the Scribes , Sages of the law . and 
vaderſtanding that the place aſſigned by the Pro- 
phets,for the birth of this great King, was the lit- 
tle village of Bethleem, he examined very par- 
ticularly the Mages, of all they had ſeen and 
vaderſtood of that matter : giuing them maliti- 
ouſly aduiſe , that when they had tound the 
child , they ſhould giue him notice therof at 
their returne, that he might alſo go, and ado- 
rc him. Which done,the Sages lett Hicrufalem, 
and went on thcir journey, guided by the ſame 
ſtarre , which now appcared againc vnto them, 
and went before them , vntill they arriucd at 
that poore Cabane, where God was in humane 
fleſh, And without becing troubled or ſcanda- 
lized at the meanc poſture, they found him in 
a baſe ſtable, laid in a Crib, knowing by the 
light of faith that, that Infant was God , they 
Tae” betore him , adorcd him , and offered 
im guitts of gold, incenſe, and mirrhe , wher- 
of their countrey did abound ; for to fignify 
vato vs thoſe other greater guifts, which chey 
offered vnto oar lord, and the Myſteries, which 
they vaderſtood in him ,defigned by the gold, 
incenſe, and micrhe , which they preſented him 
with ;and taking leaue of the Jnfant , and of 
our Lady, his Mother , leaving their harts in 
that manger , they returned intotheir countrey 
by an other way , 2s the Angell had revealed 
vato them. | 
The Sauiour of the world remained forty 
days aftcr his Nativity in that poore cabane , 
becauſe the law obliged the childded women 
to abide ſo long in their houſe vatill the ti- 
me of their Purification, and going to the Tem- 
ple, which in thoſe that broughe torch aſonne, 
was forty days, and for aFemall, fourſcore. Al- 
though the ſacred Virgin was not obliged tacr- 
vato , yet ſhe exactly iulfilled that law, andthe 


fortieth day , carricd her. moſt bleſſed Intant , 


and preſented him in the Temple , for to ac+ 
compliſh an other law, which commanded that 
all the firſt born ſhould be offered to our lord, 
and thoſe that were not of the Tribe of Leui, 
ſhould be redeemed with five ficles ( a fort of 
coine in thoſe-days) that by that meanes , the 
Hebrewes ſhould hauc in memory the great 
benefite they had reccaued of God, at their 
going forth of Egypt, when by a ſtrong and 
powerfull hand he ſlew all the firſt born as well 
of men , as of beaſts of Egypt. For admitt that 
Icſus Chriſt , as Legiſlator, and lord of the law, 
was not ſubic& to that law : neuer the leile tor 


to give vs in all an examvlc of obedience, he 
ſubmitte4 vnto it , and would that his pure 
Mother ſhould accompany him, in obeying the 
law of purifcation,which alſo cbliged her not :to 
cure Our difobedicnce by his obedience ; and by 
that ation beginning al:edy to wanifeſtthis My's 
tery the more ; and to confolate holy old Simeon, 
and that deuout and pious widdow , Anne , who 
ſpent her time in prayer inthe Temple, day and 
night , to the erd that by what was done and 
laid, the knowledge and fame of cur Sauinur 
ſhould be by degrees publiſhed , and that men 
ſhould accuſtome thewſciues to behold that 
light, which bceing ſo immenſe ,and ſhining, 
could rot be perccauecd all at once, by their 
weake and purblind eyes. 

The Myſtery of the preſentation of Icſus 
Chriſt ended , and that of the Purification in 
the 'Temple , the Evangeliſt St Luke ſaith they 
returned into Gahly , and to their towne of 
Nazarcth , where how many months or days 
they remained , is nor knowne. For when Hee 
rode ſaw that the three kings had deluded him, 
and having 1ntelligence how the report was 
voyced in Hicrufalem of the picſcentation- otthe 
Infant at the Temple ; and whatthe ol1 Saints 
Simeon, and Anne, had ſaid and publiſhed of 
him , he ,to aſſure himſelf of the kingdoms? | :e- 
ſoluedto putt to death, him , who came totake 
it from him, and to be ſure that the child he 
ſought for, might not eſcape him , he determu- 
ncd to putt to ſword all the male children, that 
were born about that time ; which was excrci- 
{cd with a fierce and brutiſh barbariſme. Ne- 
ucrtheleſle our lord , who would not dyc but 
at his owne prefixed time , nor worke miracles 
in his infancy , nor make yſe of deuine power ; 
but of the weakenefle and humane diſpenſation; 
he reauealed the danger by meanes of an Angell 
to St. Icfeph, commanding him to fly into Egypt, 
and there to abide vntill turther oder: though 
there be Saints and great DoRors , who ſay that, 
that revelation was made to St. Ioſcph preſently 
after the Mages were returned. The holy Patriark 
gaue punuall obedience to the deuine com- 
mand ,and roſe in the night , without diſcon- 
tent or trouble of that new flight and raking 
with him the ſonne and the mother , went his 
way for Egypt : God flying before man ; and 
the true king and lord of the world , betore the 
Tyrant and vſurper of an others kingdome , to 
give his ſcruants example at their times to Hy and 
hidethemſclues,and notto wonder if they ar: per- 
ſecuted by the wicked. The holy Euangeliſt faith 
alſo,that God ordained that flight ofthis ſonne into 
Egypt to fulfill what the Prophet Oſee had faid- 
T baue called my ſonne out of Egypt : though it be 
vnderſtood literally of the poeple of Iſrael , the 
Evangeliſt declares it yons » to be vnderſtood 


of leſus Chriſt , withhis bleſſed Mother. Arriuing Song 
at a towne in Thebaide , they found at the wy © 


gate a great tree ,called Perfis, where the Gen- 
tiles 
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The life of our lord. 


dead, the Angell appeared to St. Toſeph \ and __ 
commanded him to retvrn into Indea with the from «x. © 


tiles adored the devill, and that it bowed dow- 
ne its hiokeſt branches cucn vnto the ground, 
a #doring our lord , and there remained in it 
ſo great a v<rtuc, that its Icaues , fruite', and 
barke cvrcd all fortes of infirmitics. And Bru- 
card adds thar betweene the townes Hel1o- 
polis and Babylon , there was a garden of 
baume , that was vicd to be moiſtened by 2 
little fountaine , in the which it was bruted, 
that our lady had cfien wasſFed her pretious 
ſonne, and his linnen, and a ſtone, vpon which 


ſhe laid them to dric. and that not only the | 
watcr cf that fountaine had a maruclious ver- | 


tuc, but alſoother waters that mixed with it; 
and that the Sarafins thcmſclues bore great 
«ſpect vnto that piace. Andto conſeruethe me- 
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ſonne and the Mother, which he did. And com- 2P% 

ming to know ,that Archelaus razgned in place 

of his father, whom he ſucceded , it was reuea- 

led vatohim in ſlcepe, to take his way towards 

the Province of Galily, and thence they ret 

ncd to Nazareth, and there made their abode; 

And holy Church waketh memory of this re- 

turn of our lord from Egypt into Iudea , andis 

celebrated thetwenty leaucnth of Ianuary as is to 

be ſeen in the Martyrologes of Bede and V ſuard, Mary: : 
From Nazareth Mom, a went euery yeare 

with his Parcnts to Hicruſulem : for e Bar 

Archelaus raigned (as we have ſaid) and that 


Janu, 


| violence might be feared, yet beeing poore and 


mory , that our Redeemer Jeſus-Chriſt had been | 


there, they fe:t vp there a lampe , which burned 


day ard might. Ac the entry of telus into Egypt, 
all the devills, that were empatroniiced ot that 
prownce , trembled , vnderſtanding of the arri- 
vall oi him, who was todckroy , and take away 


the dorination and throne_ which they had fo | 
teſt -peoſicfied in the Egyptian ha:ts (who were | 


much more blinded, and iuperititious then the 


other geniilcs; and who adozed the dcuills in | 
ſcrpents, and other vile creatures ) as do teflify | 
Euiebe cl Ceſarca , Athanaic ,and Origen ,and | 


itis written by other grave Authors ,that not 
oply the dewills were troubled , Lut the Idolls 
brake in picces of therelues, and fell in ſome 
places in pteſcrice of Our Sauiour, Paladius re- 
ports that inthe towne of Hermopchs ,- there 
was a Temple, in which at our Sautours entrcy 
all the I1dulls of the deuiils tell downe , and 
brake in pieces. And St. Epiphane ia thelite 
ot Ieremias faith that this Prophet _ adu:ſc 
to the Egyptian Prieſts how all thcir Idolls 
weuld fall jn pieces, at the time that a maide 
choſen by God, witha ſonne,whbom ſhe ſhould 
bring {orth ſhould enter Egipt. Dozotheus B1- 
ſhop. of Tyre writes the tame, and that the 
Egyptians by reaſon of that Oracle, had accuſ- 
tomed-to adore the child laid in a cradle , and 
the Vuigin in a bedd. And it is a moſt 
c:rtaine thing that the deuills were ſo chaced 
trem that lavd, that was before ſo ſterile, de- 
ſe:1 , arid thorny ,and filled with abominable 
vices arid 10olatries , that it was atterwards 
conucried inro a Paradiſc of pleaſures, and into 
a garden ct moiſt &cuout Chriſtian plants of 
monkes and men ot great pertetion , by the 
preaching of St. Mark, and by the inſtitution 
ot St. Antcny and other holy Anchorets, who 
did cultivate it, and thcre inhabits, and this by 
vciive of Tejus Chiiſt, and his blefied Mother, 
who hadgiuen it light with their preſence and 
ber:<cdic10n, Curlerd was in Egypt, all the time 
that He105. lived, And though this can not be 
{oid atturedly, the moſt probsble and commou 
Cpinion 3s that he did abide there about ſeaucn 
yeates , at the cnd of which , Herode beeing 


veknewne , who came among ſo many other 


poeple, only 10 viſite the holy Temple without Our lord : 


ma - With hi 
making any ſtay in Hieruſalem ,that was their Mite. 


aſſurance, but cheefly that our lord had thereto went on- 


moued them , without whoſe will they could < ayeare 3 
: | 


not touch his ſonne , which put his parents to bt 


great thoughts , who had fo ſtrickt a care ro 
kcepe the ceremonies and commandments of 
Ged , poſtpchng all other feare , and paines to 
the fulfilling ot his devine law. Iefus having 
then attained twelve yearcsof age, would giue 
lome prootes of himſclt , and begin to ſpread 
the rays of his devine light and wiſdome, beeing 
arriucd with them at Hicruſalem, and follow- 
ing his cuſtome, having viſited the holy Tem- 
ple , he remained there, when his parents rctur- 
ned. And alter they had ſought him with 
ſobbes and tearesamong his frends and acquain- 
tance, within and without the towne , at laſt 
and at the end of three days, they found him 
in the ſame Temyle amiddeſt the Dofors,who 
giving care to what they ſaid , interrogated 
them, and anſwered to their doubts, with ad- 
miration and aſtoniſtkment of all , who could 
not comprehend how a perſon ſo young was 
Capable of ſo much depth, maturity , and wiſ- 
dome. The moſt ſacred Virgin and mother com- 

lained an, & to her 1onne of the anxicty 

c had giuen her ſaying : my ſonne , Why haſt 
thou done this? thy father and T, forrowing haue 


ſought thee. He aniwered that he did it ,to be 


attentive , and employ himſelf in the things of 

his father : and though others vaderſtood not 1,,Q, 1; 

the ſence of the words, the Virgin conſerued uethar 

them in her hart ruminating on them , and Nazareth 

conſidering the profound Mytteries therin in- INE. 

cloſcd. St. Luke ſaith that from thence our Sa- ran. 

uiour returned to Nazareth with his pazents, 

and that he was ſubic& and' obedient vnto 

them. He lived in the houſe of his bleſſed 

mether 10 which he was conceiucd : and be- 

cauſe he had dwelt in Nazareth, he was called 

N a%ar##s. But much more for that the word 

hgnifieth in Hebrew , as much to fay , as bloſ- 

lomed , holy , and ſet a part : becanſe he was 

the flower, that was born of the rod ot Jens : > 
vw 
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which neuer dricg nor withers. And he is the 
holy ofholics, ſet a part cnd ſeparated from all 
finan. And although in mockery, that name was 
put in the tittle of the crofle by the Geariles ; 
yet the Angells and holy Apoſtles had it in 
greatelt vencration , and the faithfull of the 
primitive Church tooke it for an honourto be 
called Nazareans , vatill they tooke the name 
of Ghriſtians ; and the ſame Church and Chril- 
tian Religion was ſurnamed the ſe? of N,axare- 
ans. But that which aſtoniſheth me moſt in the 
words of the Evangeliſt is, that Ieſus Chriſt was 
ſubie& vato his parents , not only tothe glori- 


* ous Virgin, who was his true mother but allo 
\ for louc of the Virgin, to Ioſeph, who was only 


his reputed father :giuing vs in that , example 
of humility,and whatwe ought to ſhew towards 
our ſuperious, and the obedience that childrea 
owe to their parents, fiace , as St. Bernard no- 
teth, the king of heaucn ſubicRted himſclf to 
the duſt of the carth , and Creator-to his crea- 
zure.He wouldalſo teach vs that the ſuperious 
( <uen though they ſhould not be ſo) ought to 
be eſteemed better then their ſubieQts, hince Ie- 
ſus Chriſt would ſubie&t himſelf to Mary and 
Ioſeph. St. Ioſeph was a poore Carpenter,aad 
the Saints that treate of the lite of Ieſus Chriſt, 
contemplate how he aſſiſted St. loſeph_to 
worke, and ſerued his parentsiin the ncceſſary 
things of the houſe;and they conſolate themſel- 
ves in the conſideration of the awefull reſpet, 
and confuſion they ought to haue had, that 
ſo commanded him , and of the other fide , the 
ioy and promptitude , with which our Sauiour 
obeyed. And there be thoſe that do adde, that 
after the death of St. Ioſeph ( which muſt be in 
the time of ſubieHion , wherot the Euangelilts 
ſpeake nothing Jour ſauiour worked himſelt a]o- 
ne in the Carpenters trade : for he was not only 
called the Carpenters ſonne, but alſo Carpenter, 
ſaith $. Marke, that ſo we ſhould admire the ſe- 
cret diſpoſition of the ſonne of GoJ in our fleſh, 
imitating him, and giving him thankes for that 
debaſcment , and filence of ſo many yeares , 
which for our fakes he kept :fince becing the 
wiſdome, and cternall word of the father , he 
would not ſpeake nor manifeſt himſelf by 
preaching what he was, vatill he came to thit- 
tic yeares of age, paſling his lite ig great puucte 
ty, conccalement,, and filence. 
+ The thirtie ycares acto:uplitht, rhe deter- 
mincd houre of God becing come, and the time. 
in which mans iudgemeat vſerh to mature , 
our lord weat from Galily to the riuec Iordan, 
to be baptiſed by Iohn the Baptiſt, putting him- 
ſelfin the number of finners,to giue vs an other 
example of humility , and as himſelf ſaith to St. 
John ( who was aſtoniſhed to ſee him) totulhil 
entirely the Euangelicall juſtice , which ſhined 
in that humility : as alſo to carich St. Iohn with 
new guifts; and to authoriſe by his preſence 
this baptiſiae, which diſpoſc1to his owne: aud 
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Chriſt. 


to the end that the ſeruarit ſhould not think it 
a troubleſo.ne thing to come to the Baotiſn: 
ot his Maſter, fiace our lord waz come to the 
Baptiſme of hisſcruant:and for to conſecrate the 
waters, that were toſeruc for the generation of 
the faithfull(by the rouch ofhis moſt pure fleſh) 
and to make the children of Go4 , and to teach 
the preachers of theGoſpell, that betore they vn= 
derta ke the Miniſtery ot preaching,they ſhould 
endeauour to purify themſelues , and become 
cleane from all ſpott of finng. Finally that by 
meancs of Baptiſme , the heauens ſhould ( as 
they did ) open and the holy Ghoſt deſcend in 
forme of a doue vpon our Saviour , and that 


. the eternall father with a vehement-and loud 


voyce ſhould ſay theſe words : This is my wel 
beloued ſonne , in whom 1 am Well pleajed, and 
through whom I am appeaſed and reconiled with 
man. Giuing teſtimony that leſus Chriſt was 
his naturall , true , and conſubſtantiall ſonne, 
and that by authority of all the bleſſed Trinity 
he was as conſtituted and aſſigned for maſter, 
Dottor , and preceptor of the world. By the 
Baptiſme of our lord , the riucr Iordan remai- 
ned fanRified , which, by reaſon of that , was 
made famous , and celebrated with great venc- 
ration of all the faihfull; and for that confide + 
ration ſome Saints had deuotion to be baptif. d 
in it , as St, Bafill , and others. Gregory of 
Tours affirmeth , that in the place, where our 
Sauiour Icfus Chriſt was baptiſcd, the leprous, 
which there waſhed themſclucs , became neate 
and cleane. 

Although our Redeemer Icſus Chriſt by 
the teſtimony of the bleſſed Trinity, was alre- 
dy declared maſter of the wor!d (as we hauc 
ſaid ) he would not tor all that , begin to ex- 
erciſe ſo high ad ſoueraigne aa office vatil he 
had giuen vs an other cxample, for toteach by 
workes more then by words. He rceired him- 
(elf into the delcrt,moued thervnto by himſelf 
and his ſpirit, for to, defy the Prince of dark. 
nelle, enter in a pitcht campe, fight him , and 
conquer him : giuing vsto vnderitand thereby, 
that man ia baptilme is armed for warre , and 
that the greateſt guifts, which he recciueth of 
God , ate as gages and caracſt of ruder batre- 
lls : and that there are none exempt fron 
temptations, be he ncuer ſo holy, that he ſhoul4 
not diſmaye, nor be diſcouraged to ſee lumſelt 
tempted , ftince our Sauiour was ſo , and ouer- 
came the tempter ſupplanted him , and dilar- 
med him fo , that if we our {clues are: nut 
willing therunto , it is impoſſible we ſhould be 
vanquiſht, hauing ſuch an ailiſtant and ſurety, 
who ſhewes vs by his example , how we mult 
fight , and by his ſpirit adainiſtrech vato vs 
ictcatue armes , with which to oucrcome. 

The deſert , where our Sauiour faſted , is 
betweeene Hieruſalcm , and lerico, as it is (aid, 
and the Chriſtians name it the Puarantaine 
becauſe of forty days be there remained , and 
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Thelife of our lord. 


two thouſand paces from thence is the moun- 
taine, from the top of which the deuill ſhewed 
our lord the kingdomes of the world , promi- 
ſing to giue him them , ifhe would adore him, 
and is called the devils mountaine. 

Then did our lord faſt forty days , and for- 
ty nights, without cating any thing. as Moyles 
and Elias had done, and by his faſting ſanai- 
fied the holy lent , which the Chriſtians were 
to keepe : and at the end of forty days he was 
hungry , to ſhew that he was a man , and to 
giue occaſion to the tempter to aſſayle him,as he 
did, propoſing firſt vato him to conuert the 
ſtones into bread ; then that he ſhould caſt 


hin:;ſc!f downe from the pinacle of the Temple, . 


that the poeple ſecing him fly in the ayre, might 
acknowlege him to ,* the Jour of God :ag;d 
laſtly offering him all the kingdomes of the 
world, if he would proſtrate at his fecte , and 
a./ore him. But he was repulſed in all his aſſaults: 
and the deuill beeing put to flight, our Saviour 
remained maſter of the field , vitorious ; and 
the Angells of heauen , ſpe&ators of the com- 
bate , came and {crucd him , and brought him 
to cate. Forth ot this deſert went our Sauiour 
Triumphant , hauing ſo diſcomfited and diſar- 
med our ennemy that he is eafie to be ouercome. 
He began then to excrciite the worke which 
his etcrnall father had reccmmended vnto him, 
and to cull diſciples for to ſerue him ther- 
in ;and aficr hau.ng learnt of ſuch a maſter 
the doarine of heauen, to ſpread it through 
the world , which he came to illuminate, and 
deliver from horride and deplorable dark- 
nes, in which it was buricd , and fo tye the 
hands of this ſtrong one, that had ſo empo- 
wred himſclf in the world , and Tyrannizcd 


. Oucr it with ſo peaccable and abſolute poſlel- 


fron, that he made himſcltbe calicd the Prince. 
Among the diſciples he choſe out twelue,whom 
he named Apoſtles : ro wit : Peterand Andrew, 
Brothers, Iames and Iohn , ſonnes of Zebedee, 
Philippe, Banholomew , Mathew , Thomas , 
Iames the lefſe, ſonne to Alphee , Simon Ze- 
lotes, Iudas Thadee, and Iudas Iſcariot. And 
for to chooſe them, he firſt retired himſelfvato 
a mountaine , about a league from Caphar- 
naum, to pray, and recommend this ſo impor- 
tant a worke vato his cternall father. And by 
reaſon of the cl«ion there made , and for 
that our Sauiour often retired thither to pray, 
and that there he made that moſt high and 
exccllent Sermon of the mountaine ( which is 
a Summarie of all the Doctrine and pertetion 
oc a Chriltian life ) chis mountaine is called 
the mountaine of Ielus Chriſt. The armes which 
our true Dauid tooke to fight,and beate downe 


The ar» {Nat fierce and formidable Gianc, was his moſt 
m-x whe- holy and pure life , wherwith he fo 'ſhined 


rev ith 
leſus 


among men ; the ce leſtiall and devine Do&rine, 


Chriſt did WHich he taught , and the infinite miracles , 


fight » 


which he wrought, 


fore he ſaith in Eſay : my ſelf that ſpake onto excellen- 


The life of our Saviour was as holy , as 
ovght to be the life of the holy of holies, and The life | 
the fountaine of all ſanity it was the lite of oy 
the man God , who although he had borrowed , 


thenature, he tookenot the fault, nor the filth 
and failings of our nature corrupted, by finnes 
But he came asthe phyſician to cure our infirmi- 
ties , and that it was conuenient he ſhould 
conuerſe among the fick , whom he came to 
g1ve remedies vnto, and was to accommo- 
date himſelf to their weakeneſle and miſery, 
he tooke a kind of life that was common, be- 
ſcemipg, and modcrate ; eating fleſh . drinking \ 
wine , and cloathed with cloath and linnen, 
thcu h it were always in a poore manner , = 
that ſo the auſterity and extreme rigour of it 
might not affright thoſe , that weie to treate 
and conuerſe with him, for to draw profit by 
his do&rine. For as our lord had no neede of 
doing pennance, ner of auſtenities to ſatisly 
for faults, he was not culpable of, nor to re- 
preſſe the fleſh-appetite, ſo rebellious and dis 
{ordered in vs, which was in him ſo juſt and 
conforme to reaſon, and the will of God;and 
that he came to be a pattcrne and modell to 
all; be would chocſe a manner of life, of tke one 
fide fo ſublime ,and adorned with all the gra- 
ces of charity, humility, of patience, of ſweet- 
nes, of contempt of the world , and «ſteeme 
of heauen , and ſofilled with all other vertues 
(wherin conſiſts the Evangelicall perfection) 
that it could not be better , nor imagined a 
thing more excellent and mote perfect : and 
of the other fide , fo common and tamiliar in 
the exteriour, that he might be imitated ; for 
the rigour and corforall pennance is not 
the end, nor hcight ot Chriſtian perte&ion , 
but only a conucnient meancs to attaine its 
But becauſe we haue a neceſſity of that mea- 
ncs by reaſon of the frailty and rebcllion of 
the flcſh ; in this common lite which our Sa- 
uviour tocke , ty giue vs example , he vied 
_ and extreme auſterity as hereafter we 

all ſee, With this irreprehenſible and reſplen- 
dent life, which our Saviour lead in the world, 
was ioyned ccleitiall and moſt pure Dodrine, 
which he preached as a maſter come from hea» 
uen, For Ielus Chriſt was the Door of the 
world, and maſter vniuerſall of all men,much , 
more excclling then all che Prophets, Patriarks, py. gc 
and Doors of the law , who were all his trinc of 
Diſciples, and could not teach well bur what {us 


they had knowne and lcarnt of him. Where- o__ 


you, behold T1 am here. Beiore I ſpake by my 9* 
Prophets, now here I am, and teach you my= ; 
ſelf. The qualities of a good maſter are good TRY 30s 
life , excellent Doctrine, and a good methode ' 

to expound and teach. A good life, for feare Mo 
the Do&rine be not vnguilt and diminith, good 
not doing what we ſay , or at leaſt with ſo maltcre 
much peric&ion ,as it 15 ſaid. Icſus Chriſt was 


a modgdel] 


o 
% 


a modell of all ſanity , becauſe he did and 


LY J 8.1okn x, ſaid, and could demand with verity : who is 
lt, there among y0u can argue meof ſintand adde: if 7 


” ſpeaks wntoyou the truth, wby belieue you me not? 
| for that his moſt innocent life gaue the weight 
to his Dorine, and rendred it credible ,*and 
thoſe that did not belicue it , were without 
excuſe. For that the very Dofrine that he 
taught, was as if it came trom ſuch a maſter, 
The Wiſdome of Ieſus Chriſt , as God, was de- 
vine, infallible, and generated of God, by way 
of yaderſtandiog, And as man, he had amoſt 
perfet knowledge by reaſon of the vnion to 
the word : in briefe , as a ſoule , that clecrly 
ſaw God: and (o'Sr. IDdhn Baptiſt ſaid * he that 
cometh from. heauen is aboue all , and yeh 
teſtimony of what he hath ſcene and heard. 
> of this inexpuiſable fountaine did flaw like a 
torrent this exccllent DoArine , ſo entire and 
pom , and that ſoucraigne and deuine 
aw, that Ieſus Chriſt taught by word of mouth, 
and imprinted with his holy ſpirit in the harts 
of men ; taking away the imperteioas of tþe 
old law , and clearing it of the ſcumme, and 
things , which for to condeſcend to the hard- 
nes of the poeplc, had becn granted : and gi- 
uing vs not only neceſſary precepts and cor- 
mandements to attaine ctcrnall ſaluation by : 
but alſo moſt excellent and perte& counlells. 
after which , holy ſoules, rapt in God, aſpue' 
&s and thirſt, deſiring by obſcruance therotto ſe- 
F- Cure the keeping of the commandements. 

* Who tan worthily explicate the excellen- 
ce of Jeſus Chriſt his Doctrine , that fo rich 
voluntary pouerty which he taught vs, to cutt 
of, at one ſtroke » the roote of all tin, the cares, 
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its couctouſneſle ? that (weetnes of a lambe, 
that preſcrueth from all hatred, anger, and ran- 
cor of men?thole pious teares wherby the toule 
is waſhed , and as it were baptiſed, to yecld 
fruit of cternall life ? that hunger and thuſt of 
Tuſtice , which are the firſt fruits of grace, and 
the lowers that viher in the fruit of vertues. 
That mercy , wherwith he furniſheth others 
neceſſities , and remedies his owne ? that purity 
of hart , wheria ſhineth the rayes of deuine 
light , as in a mircrour without ſpeck ? that 
peace and concord with all., which makes 


_ man the child of God ? that patience and ioy 
in tribulations and perſccutions, be they ne- 

uer ſo great, which raiſeth man aboucthe itar- 
© res of heauen, and gaineth him a place in that 
; region of peace and tranquillity , where wan- 
dring extrauagancies Can not arriuc, nor the 

af foggs of this carth ; and from wheace he ſccs 
as vnder hj#fecte, all the tempeſtucus clowdes 

"2 *  andſtormis ofthis world. But what ſhal I lay of 
t a aC:its the other admirable counſells of our Sawour, 


L- that are diſperſed and ſowed throughout the 
"A Ghoſpell? the counſell of chaſtity , which jau- 
bs. tates the purity of Angels? the counſcll ot not 


Teſus Chriſt, 


the trauclls, and affaires of the world , with. 


pleading, but looſing rather the cloake, then 
c1rity with his neighbour, and peace ofconl- 
ciznce?the counſell of nct reſiſting thoſe that 
perſecute vs ,and to be prepared, it I be {truck 
vpon one checke , to tender the other ? of 
doing good to thoſe , that do vs wrong , 
and pray for them , which is ta piAure of the 
infinite goodnes , and bounty of God ? and 
the reſt of our Sauiours counſe!ls ; which, as 
a Counſcllour, and Angell of the great coun- 
{cll, biz hath giuen vato vs, and which are as 
it were cnamelled with his devine and admi- 
rable Doctrine. And more, the manner of pro- 
poling and explicating what he taught , was 
not lefle_ excellent and warucllous then the 
Dottrine it {clf, vſing ſometimes ereat eaſines 
and clcernes of ſtile , to giue food: proportio- 
nable to the capacity of the weake _ igno- 
rant :and then againe to vie deepe protound- 
neſle , that the towring vnderſtandings of the 
wiſc ſhould bow and humble themſclucs. And 
giving ſometimes examples , ſometimes finuli- 
tuics and parables , cither to fulfill what the 
Prophet had prophecycd of him , or becauſe 
that manner of teaching , vied among the {a- 
ge was more eafic and profitable, for the va- 

erſtanding of the fimple , to make them 
remember it, and mouc the better to practiſe 
what they vnderſtood. As alſo to couer vader 
that veyle and ſcmblance the devine Myſteries, 
which were contcined in his Do&trine , and 
not to Caſt pretious ſtones among ſwine. But 
among all the excellences tt at were 1n Iclus 
Chr:{t, as maſter and Do tor , there was oac 
moſt ſingaiar. For thougi other Dotors coaid 
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propoſe truths, and teach them exteriourly ; - 


yet none of them knew how to illuminate 
the interiour intelle+, nor moue the wall , 


nor giae forces todo what they ſo vaderſtood: 


but our Redeemer [c{us Chrilt, as becing Gol, 
wroaght interiourly inthe ſoules, illaminatiag 
the vaderſtanding, and enflaming the will,an4 
euen writing in the hart the Dodtrine which 
he taught. So ſaith St. Peter : Lord , whither 
sha# we goe, fince thy words are cternali lifc? 
And therefore Sr. Mark faith that he taugh 
as he that had power and dominion oucr all, 
and was the lord of barts. That was the caule 
why at one on'y word and call, the Apoltles 
tollowed him, leauing their netts,goods , and 
affaires. In ſhort the Doarine ot lcſus Chriſt 
is the mould of all the Prophets and a, ſum- 
mary of all the holy Scripturcs ; it is the key 
thac opencth the ineffable Myſteries of our Re- 
demption , the ſun that by its cluii'y ilumi- 
natcs the obſcurity and ſhaddow.s of the old 
law ; it 1s an occan of the immenſe wiſlome 
ot God, a moſt rich treaſure of the Church , 
the bread of heaucn , the fountaine of liwing 
water, a medccinall light of f{cjales ,that wiil 
lett themſclucs be inſtructed tharwith, 
Alttough this Do&tine of our lord , for 
| n5pu:lty, 
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its purity , ſublimity excellence , and Maieſty , 
deſerued of it ſelf to be heard and embraced 
of all the world, neuertheleſſe for greater au- 


thority and confirmation therof , he would 


that it ſhould be accompanied with infinite , 
great , and profitable miracles : to the end that 
none ſhould have a warantable excuſe , ſeing 
that God was the maſter and approuer of that 
Doftine : that it ſhould haue as many indubi- 
table proofes, and aſſured witnefles, that ſhould 
confirme it,as our lord wrought miracles,which 
were in ſo great number , ſo notorious and ad- 
mirable , in heaven and on earth , in the water, 


. andin the aire; among the CO ——— 
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them with power to goe forth of bodies ;an 
ouer men living, and dead, in health , and affli- 
&ed with any ſort” of difeaſe whatſoeuer : that 
there is. no tounge that can count them , nor 
humane thought comprehend them. And our 
Sauiour wrought theſe miracles in preſence of 
many and tew poeple , of wiſe and ignorant, of 
frends and enemies. He did them'in all times 
of day and night , on feaſts as on working days. 
He did them in all places , within and without 
the Temple , in the towne and in the fields , on 
the mountaine and in the valley , on land, and 
ON the ſea. Sometimes he did them with his 
only word and command , other ſome by tou- 
ching and impo{it.on of his hands; ſometimes in 
making prayer, afid looking vp to heauen, ſo- 
metimes in viing profitable things, other fome 
vhing apparently contrary and hurtfull, as dirt 
vpon the eyes of the blinde. He did them not 
jor oſtentation or vaine glory, nor to gaine the 
poeples fauour,nor for other temporall intereſt, 
of vaine curiolity ; but for the glory of his cter- 
nall father, for the good of men, the conſolation 
of the afflicted ; ld, 
of thoſe that addreſſed themſelues vnto him ; 
and moſt commonly to do good to the poore, 
rather then to the rich , as hauing more neede 
He did them ( as is faid ) for confirmation of 
his Doftrine. and therby to illuminate the harts 
of thoſe that heard him , and to excite them mo- 
re and more to the loue of God , and to proue 
what he was , and that what he taughtwas no 
humane Philoſophy , baſe ; and abie&, but a 
heauenly wiſdome, moſt ſoueraine , and worthy 
to come from a maſter , that was God and man, 
The firft nuracle, that our lord wrought , 
was in Cana of Galilee, where he being inuited 
to a Mariage feaſt , with his bleſſed Mother and 
his Diſciples,the ſacred Virgin made knowne to 
her ſonne , that they wanted wine , to the end 
he might prouide therin, and cover the ſhame of 
the Married , who probably were poore , and 
of Kinne or acquaintance to the Virgin, And 
although our lord ſeemingly ( which is not 
without great Myſtery ) gaue her but a dry 
anſwer : ncuerthelefſe the mother vnderſtood 
well the will and intention of her ſonne,and 
aducitiſed thoſe that ſerued to do whateuer her 


giving care to the prayers , 


of our lord. 


| ſonne ſhould ſay vnto them- Our lord com- 
manded them to fill fix great earthen potts , 

which were there , with water , which he con- 

uerted into excellent wine ; and the miracle was 

——— with p_ admiration to the world : 
is owne Diſciples belicued in him with grea- 

. ter courrage then before , being confirmed by 
this new miracle, which they had ſcene and 

taſted. Our lord would do this miracle at the 

interceſſion of his Mother , therby to make vs 

vnderſtand , that ſhe is the Mediatrix bet- 

wixt her ſonne and vs , ſhe that procureth 

that the waters of our tribulations and ſuffe- 

rings ſhould be converted into moſt ſfauoury 

wine of conſolationand and ſweetnes : and that 

if vnprayd, ſhe prouided for our neceſſities ( as 

then ſhe .did ) ſhe will be much more intent 

to remedy them when we ſhall ſollicite and beg 
them by our prayers. Our lord came to the 
wedding to honour Matrimony, which himſelte 
had inſtituted , and to ſhut the mouthes of he- 
retickes, that were to blame it. Although there 
be diverſe graue Authors who write that 1t 
was the wedding of S. Iohn the Euangeliſt , 
that our lord called him from thence to the Apo- 
{tleſhip, to manifeſt vnto vs that though mar- 
riage be goodand laudable, yet is virginity and 
continence better and morcgratefull to God : I 
thinke rather that the marriage was ofan other, 
and thar St. Iohn was called before , and that 
he was preſent there as a Diſciple , and not in 
quality of a bridegroome , which ſeemeth to 
be more conformable to the text and order of 
the Goſpeli. This miracle was followed by all 
the reſt, which all the other Euangeliſts relate, 
which were in ſo great number and cf ſo many 
kindes , that the beloved Diſciple fini- 

ſheth his Goſpell , ſaying, that Ieſus Chriſt had 

done many more workes , which ſhould they 
be written ſuccin&ly , they would be ſo many 
bookes , as the world would not be able to 
containe them. Wherfoxe to avoyd prolixity , 
we'ſet them not forth here. It ſuffiſeth to ſay , 
that the renowne of them was ſpread through 
all the countrey cuen vnto the Province of $Sy- 
xia, as St. Mathew faith, and came to the: tow+ 
ne of Edeſla, where Abagarus was lord and 
king , who moued with what he had heard of 


b 


did, and of the health he gaue to all the fick , 
of what malady ſocuer, that had recourſe vnto 
him , he ſent a meſſenger with a letter to beg 
he would come vnto him, and cure him of a 
griefe wich pained him very much. The tcnor 
of the letter is as followeth. 
_ Abagarus king of Edeſſa vnto the benigne 
 Jauiour Feſus, Who bath appeatedin bu- 
mane flesb in the Regionof Hieruſalem, 
ſendeth greeting. 
T haue heardof the great ani admirable cures 
that you doe , healing the fick, without herbes or 
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| medecines , and the report is that you giue fight 
| 70 the 
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to the blind: , that you maks the lame to Wwalke, 
and cleanſe the Leaprons , caſt forth the deuits 
and enill ſpirits , gine health to thoſe of long and 
incurabl: malaiies , and life to th: dead. Vnaer[- 
| - mag tanding this of you, T iudze one of theſe to 
 Abagarus things: either that you. are God, that haue Wwi:- 
ro telus 1, 1to deſcend from heauen or at leaf} that you are 
> Chit. ; : . 
| the ſanne of God that Yorke theſe jo miracnious 
thinzs, Wherefore I mare buld to write theſe 
wnto you , and inſtantly.beg of you to take the 
paines to come ſee me, and to cure me of a mite 
which ſure tormenteth me. I know lihewiſe that 
the Tewes are azanſt you , Murmuze at you! 
workes, and endeauoure to do you niſchiefe. I baue 
here a towne that is noble, and commodious(tnough 
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F. Cs 
of tut (mall )1t will ſuffiſz for What you and I shall 
Ay baue neede, 
Vato his letter of Abagarus our Sauiour 
» made this an{were. 
_ You are happy,o abazarus ,tohaue belieued 
” Chring# 7 with out hauing ſeene me : for it Was 
_ anſwerto Written of me, that thoſe that Shall jze me shaul 
the ; theletrer gp belieue itt me , and thoſe that shail not ſee 
fear _ ogy me , shall belieue and shall be ſaued. Touching 
_ ' Jour defire that T come to ſee you , T tell yeu, 
' © Job. xo, £448 all things for the Which T haws been ſent , 
ye” muſt be fulfilled in the countr:y where I am, 
be and after hauing ſatisfyed that, I am to return 
to him that ſent me. «After my departure bence, 
T will ſend you one of my Diſciples , who shall 
deliner you from that dolorous infirmity and sbail 
giue you life and to thoſe that are with you. 
| Euſebe of Cefarea relates theſe letters in 
* Lib, c 15 his hiſtory , which he ſauh to hauc found in 
's _ 5 the publike records of the towne of Edeſla , 
* Rmo, Ep. (where the fai.l Abagarus reigned ) with the 
2 163Eprae Fliſtorie of his as : that they were writ in the 
: a" Syriak tongue, out of which he translated them 
' Ceirzn, into Greek. It is true , that becauſe none ot 
ſo = iT the Euangeliſts make mention ot thoſe letters, 
' þ. 419, and that they are not canonically authoriſcd, 
. Pope Gelaſius declared them Apocrypinil; not 
reprouing them as falſe: and St. Aug : maketh 
mention of them : and Sr. Ephrem Deacon of 
the ſame towne of Edeſla, a very ancient and 
holy author, in his teſtament: and Theo ore 
4 Studite in. an Epiſtle he writ to Paſchall Pope, 
ſpeaketh honorably of thoſe letters. and Ce- 
bs drenus writes ia the compendium of his hilto- 


ries ; that in the time of Michacl Paphlagonius 
Emperour(who began his raigne ia the yearc of 
our (ord one thouſand thirty rue) was found 
the letter that our lord writ ro Abagarus yet en- 
tire, and that great eſtceme was made therot, as 
Baronius notcthin his Annales. Who taking it 
q of out diners other graue Authors,addes , that 
3 9 A our Lord Ieſus Chrilt ſent Abagarus his Image 
* picurero ad picture,mitaculouily made,not by the hand 
4 Abagarus of man, that God by meanes of that. pifure 
ER wrought many miracics, and gaue great Vic- 
"ut. 1, fOrics tothe Chriſtians, againſtthe Inhidel's. To 
4-c+ 16, Compleate what our lord promiled. in his lecer 


Teſus Chriſt, 


to Abagarus ; Euſebe writeth , that after his 
Aſccatoa into heauen, he ſent one of his 72 
Diſciples named Thadee to Edeila to cure the 
King and all the reſt of the ſick in thattewne, 
and to illuminate them wich the livht of the 
Golpell, and conuert them to the faith, as he 
did, we have ſaid ail this by occafioa of what 
St. Math, writes our Lord wrought fo many 
and ſo admirable miracles that they were d1- 
vulged throughout all Syria. 

But the more the fame of Teſus Chriſt en- 
creaſed , the more it raiſed the hatred acd en 
vie of the Prielts, Scfibes, and Pharifics again(t 
him for as the life of our lord was holy, and 
contrary to their manners, and iis Doftrinc 
diſperſed the darknetle and falfitics which they 
had introduced inthat Republike ( Beſides hg 


cagerly reprehended the ambition , couetoul- 


ncile, and other abominable vices which had 
dominion in their harts) they fell ike luaati- 
ques, vpon their Phyſician, who came to cure 
them, and their bloodihot and ſick cycs could 
not endure fo great a light : But whea all 
the poeple admiring the ſanity of our lord, 
enamoured with his wordes, and ſtirred vp by 
the benents they received by his miracles,mag- 
nifyed him. and held himin great veneratioa to 
the diminution of the credite, reputation, an in 
tereſt ot the Scribes and Phariſces,it is incredible 
how they hatcd hun and defircd to be rid of 
him. For the better grounding their conceipts 
and wickednes , they endcuored firſt ro taxe 
and diftame him in his life among the poeple, 
ſaying that he was a ſfianer , and a ircnd to 
ftaacrs and publicans ,-and the ſcumme ofthe 
poeple,that he kept not the Sabbath and infria- 
ged the law of Moyſes : that he was a man 
that cate well, and drank wine , and chat his 
Diſciples did not faſt : Infiae , that the was a 
Samaritan , heretike, and excommunicate,and 
that he had the dcuill in him. They reprooued 
his Doarine , as coatraric vnto Gods, an\ to 
what Moyles and the ancient ſages of the law 
had taught: And although our lords mracles 
were lo great , fo profitable and maniteſt , as 
they could not be gainſayd , neuertheleſſe dil 
they calumniate them,demanding other miracles 
of hin trom heauen, or ſaying that he did the n 
in the name of Belzcbuv, and that he had mr 
de a pact and contederacy with the deuill: they 

would carp alſo at his wordes, for tofinde ſome 

pretext to accule him, as ſeditious and a per- 

turber of the publike peace, and one that ad- 

uiſed not to pay tribute ty the Roman Em- 

perour. And thertore they made him a caute=- 

lous demand. if 1t were lawtull to pay tribute 

vn:o Celar, ornot? An other time they brought 

Herods fouldiers to our Sauiours preaching, 

for to hearken if any words- came from him 

that they might lay hold of, to take him p4i- 


- foner, They tempted him allo by bringing 


betorc him a womaa taken in adultery , asking 
C him 
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The life of our lord. 


him what he iudged ſhould be done vnto her? | 


If he had ſaid ſhe ſhould be Roned ( as the 
law commanded { they would have declared 
him cruell : and it he {aid ſhe ſrould be par- 
donned, he ſhould haue declared himſeife an 
enemy to the law , which was that which 
they aymed at. But when they perceiued that 
their ſubtilties and falſe dealing auaile nothing, 
they reſolued to kill him and take hisJife a way : 
to which incited them the more, and caſt oyle 
into their fire the famous miracle of his raiſin 


much authority and deuine powet, And all- 
though this ſo freſh and wonderfull miracle , 
was done vpon a perſon of note, and fo well 
knowne to all , before divers witneſſes , at the 
oates of Jeruſalem , and with ſo many other 
Circumſtances, as could not be contradifted, and 
that many by reaſon therof were converted, 
and bclecued in Iefus Chriſt : the Pontifes, 
Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees held a councel| : 
wherin they concluded by mouth of the high 
Prieſt , that it was expedient that one man 
ſhould die, that the whole nation might not 
periſh. It is true that they thewſelues vnder(- 
tood not what the holy Ghoſt, who ſpoke by 
the mouth of the high Pricſt , did meane, 
that God had appointed that our Sauiour and 
his moſt bleſled fonne ſhould dye vpon the 
Crofſlc , for to giue life vato humane Kinde. 
There was no force , malice , nor humane ar- 
tifice that could take away our lords life , if 
he had not would, or had not ordained the 
abridgemeat of it, not ſo much as to anticipatc 
one only moment of the allotted time , which 
he, as lord of tine , had aſhgned to terminate 
bis pilgrimage : But the time which he had pre- 
fixed being come, he made vic of the malice 
of thoſe wicked poeple that perſecuted him, 
and mortally hated him, fo to execute, by their 
meanes, what his deuine Majeſtie defired, Thus 
having ſpent three yearcs in preaching , and 
ſpread like a true ſunne of Iuſtice , and light 
of the world, the rays of his celeſtiall doQrine, 
from prouince to Prouince ,in towne and vil- 
lage, now 1n Iudea , then in Galile , and Sa- 
maria, ſecking like a good ſhepheard the loſt 
ſheep , rs. mountaines and valleys : en- 
during great trauclls , pouetty , cold , heate, 


wearines , perſecutions ,contraditions, calum- 


nies, teaching by day , praying by night, trea- 
ting allways cf the affaires of our faluation , 
like a true father, reſtaurator , and our Saujour. 
And to finiſh , accompliſh, and perfe&ionate, 
what he ſo much defired , and what the eter- 
call tather had recommended vnto him, him- 
ſelt of his pure will , deliuered -himſelfe 1nto 
the hands of ſinners. To this end he came to the 
lace where he defired to facrifiſe , which was 
the City of leruſalem : that his paſon might 
be ſo much. the more ignominious , by how 


much the place was publike, and the day more | 


ſollemne. It was then that he would make his 
entry vpon an afle,and berecciued in the towne 
with great feaſt and ſolemnity oft Oliue bran- 
ches,Palmes, andtapiſtry ,with garments ſpread 
on the ground , and publike acclamations : 
Bleſied is be that cometh in the name of our lord: 
for to ſhew on the one pait his humility, en- 
tring ſo poorely mounted, and of the other , 
the ioy of his hart to ſee the approaching hower 
of our Redemption : and of that odoriterous 
Sacrifice , which he was to offer on the Altar 


Lazarus after foure days being buricd, with ſo |; of the croſſe , in obedience and honour to his 


father : as alſo for todemonſtrate vnto vs the 
mutability , and great inconſtancy of man and 
that we muſt not confide in the world,which 
ſo ſuddenly changeth, and demandes to crucity, 
MY for Barrabas, him , that but fiue days 

fore was recciucd as ſonne of Dauid , and 
the holy of Holies. Nay cucn the ſarne day 
that our Sauiour wasrecciucd in Icruſalem with 
{o much pompe and reioycings , that all the 
towne ſeemed paſſionantly for him , after he 
was come in and remained in the Temple vn+ 
till cucning (asS. Mark fignifyes,and the Gloſe) 
there was no body that invited him either to 
cate or drinke, ſo that he was conſtraimed to 
depart taſting to Martha and Magdalene , his 
deuout hoſiteſles, Whence he returned the 
mourrow after to Ieruſalem, out of the thirſt 
he had of their good. 

The day they were accuſtomed to cate the 
Paſchall lambe, our lord would accompliſh that 
Cccremonie ot the law, and putt an cnd tothe 
ſhaddows and figures, and be ſacrificed as the 
truc lambe that taketh away the ſinnes of the 
world , at the time and place that the Myſticall 
lambe was ſacrificed , and when he had 
eaded the legal ſupper, he inſtituted the other 
myſterious and ineftable ot his body and blood. 
But Iohn the Evangeliſt ſaith : that beforethe 
Supper Was ended, he knowing that his father 
had putt all things into his handes , and that 
he was come trom God, and returned to God, 
he aroſe trom the ſupper, pulled of hisgarments, 
girt himlſclfe with a anc then poored watcr 
into a baſon, and began to waſh his Diſciples 
tecte, and wipe them with the linnen he had 
about him. For thislord would at his departure 
give vs greater proofes of his charity , and re- 
commend more and more humility vato vs by 
his example, as the foundation of all vertucs, 
and propcr to Chriſtian excellence and perfec- 
tion. To thisend with the ſame hands that had 
created heaucn and carth , vato whoſe power 
the father had ſubie&ted all things, forgetting 
his Majeſtic , he tcll on his knees at the teete 
of his poore fiſher men , and began to waſh 
them: and diſdained not to do that ſcruile office 
vato him who had fould him at ſo meane a price, 
tocontound hun [if it m_ have been) by that 

bl 


charitic and incſtimablc humility. Atter he had 


waſhed his Diſciples feete, and exhorted them 
to do 
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| to do the like to one an other, as he haddone 
$ to them , he inſtituted the moſt holy and ad- 
The'Inſ- mirable Sacrament of the Altar, lancing torth 


- wap the darts and flames of his loue ; for as our 
1 lord loucth the Church his ſpouſe , with fo ar- 
Sacra= dent and cordiall a loue that no tongue can 
Tar, th declare it , being at the point of leauing 


$,Luc,zz, it, the fame loue made him inuent a meanes, 
wCo:. poing out of this life to abide with her , tor 
* company, conſolation, nourriſhement and ſpi- 
rituall life, and for alaſting memoriall of what 

he had done and ſuffered for vs , as we ſhall 

more amply ſpeake of in the feaſt of the bleſſed 
Sacrament : But that which wc ought well to 
conlider ,is , that in the ſame night of his paſ- 

Qur lord fjon,, when mean were preparing for our lord 
_ the greateſt iniuries and (afferings in the 
being world, he was prouiding vs this molt ſweet and 


ate2s Fa. deuine morſell In ſo much as the preſence of 


4 
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death and of ſo many torments that attended 
him, did not occupy nor moleſt his hart , nor 
could they preuaile fo with his charity as to 
leſſen or coole the ſame wherwith he was to 
cadurc them. 
After the inſtitution of this holy and ſacred 
_ ſupper, and the long and profound Sermon, 
b which our lord made vato his Diſciples,hauing 
rendred thanks to his cternall father, he went 


leauing the reſt he tooke with him St. Peter , 
Tames, and Ioha , as his moſt familiar , and hc 
began, to fearc and to be fad, ſaying vnto them: 
eMy ſoule is ſorrowfull euen unto death , tary 
for me here , and watch. with me : giving them 
to vaderſtand, as his frends, the extreme agony 
of his ſoule, which our lord did aſſume, becaute 
he ſo would , leauing his humanity to ſuffer 
all that it could endure , had it not been vni- 
ted to his divinity. And to giue vs example to 
haue recourſe vato prayer 1n all our anxieties, 
and to remitt our ſelues into the hands ot 


& God, he went about a ſtones caſt from the three 


Diſciples, proſtrated himſclfe , prayed with his 
face vpon the ground , ſaying : My father if it 
be pojſkble, let this Chalice paſſe from me, neuerthe- 
le(se 1 demand not that my vill , but thine be done: 
teaching hereby that when our feeble and mi- 
ſcrable nature feeleth its paines , and defireth 
to be quitt of them, yet being ſtreagthned and 
encouraged by Gods aſſiſtance, we muſt render 
our ſclucs into his blefled hands , and wiſh 
nothing more then what he pleaſcth;for that all 
that comes from ſo hceauealy and louing a Fa- 
the , will iofallibly xcdouad moſt to his glory 
; and our good. 

Having made this prayerthree times, atthe 
third he entred into fo great an agony , as he 


"The 


Wea: of 


4aud began to ſweat drops ot blood , which ran 
cau'ss downe his ſacred body vnrothe ground. A moſt 

*  cuident argument of the exceſhue paynes he 
luffered tor vs , fiace the repreſcatation only 
of them wrought ſo ncw aad ſtrange aa efteat 


Teſus 


Chriſt. 


in that lord, that is the vertue and ſtrength 
of God. But as his charity was i:amenſc, and 
he dehired the glory of God, and mans remedy 
with a deſire 6 vehement, ſecing that by how 
much the gricfe, he ſuffered for our ſings was 
heightened, ſo much the more diJ he fatis!y 
the honour of God offended, and redeemed 
more efficaciouſly the guilt of man , he would 
theſe grictes ſhould be moſt bitter, to render 
by that meanes the worke of mans Redemption 
more perfe& : Wherfore he ſhutt all the aucniies 
of any the leaſt glimpſe of ſolace or conſolation, 
and let himſclt be tranſportedin the torreat of 
all torments and griefe ;he wasin paine for all 
the ſinnes of mankinde, and of cuery man figce 
the beginning of the world ,cucn to the cad 
therof , which he had before his eyes, which 
were infinite »-and enormous. He aiflifted him- 
ſelf for the ingratitude of the Hebrew poeple, 
who acknowleged fo ill the bencfites and fa- 
aors he had ſhewed them. He grieued, for that 
he knew the greateſt part of the world would 
make no benefit of the price of his blood, 
And that through thcir fault they would re- 
maine obliged to ſo much rigourous paynes, by 
how much the benefit of his paſſion had bin 
incſtimable,and worthy ofa perpetuallacknow- 
ledgement, Then jthe ſorrow and deſolation 
of his bleſſed Mother , the hardnes , obiti- 
nation ,, and eternall damnation of Iudas , 
the .cowardly fall of St. Peter , the forſaking, 
puklanimity, and flight ofall his Diſciples,gaue 
no ſmall ſubie& of pgricfe to the benigne and 
louing hart of our lord : which by reaſon of 
the delicate complexion of his body (which ha« 
uing bin formed by vertue of the holy Ghoſt, 
was the moſt perfet and belt compoſed body , 
and the moſt finſible and delicate of all others, 
he was more afflited then other men , withthe 
horror of death, which was preſent before him ; 
a thing ſo naturall to man , as is his louc of 
life , and of ſuch a life , as was that of our Sa- 
uiour , which deſerued to be loued aboue all 
lives created: And the manner of death being 
to be ioyned vato this , which was, that of the 
Crofle, ſo painefull and ignominious, in which 
did center all, ſorts of iniuries and torments, 
it is no maruell , that our Saviour , by his will 
gaue place at that howcr, and permitted that 
the i and liucly repreſentation of all 
theſc things, did in a certaine manner obſcure 
this ſunne of luſtice, and ſo changed the figure 
of his ſacred countenance, that his ſoule was (o 
pierced, and his delicate fleſh/ſo oppreſſed with 
griete, and fences fo troubled , that all his body 
opeacd it, ſelfe on cucry part , and that his 
bloud ran downe abundantly euch to the 
ground. All his members began to feele the par- 
ticular tormeats , they were to ſuffer : that 
his head ſhould be crowned with thorns , his 
cyes dimned with tcares, his cares beaten with 


iguuries, his cheekes buffered , his face coucred 
with 
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The life 


with ſpitle , his tonpve imbittered with gall 

and vineger , his beard and haire plucked : 
his handes borcd through” , bis fide opened 

with a jaunce, his ſhoulders bruiſed with ſcour- 

oes and blowes, bis ſeete tran! perced with great 
nailes, hisnembers diſlocated ; in fine , all his 
body ewill treated , bloudy , and extended on 
the croſſe. And all thiswas repreſented vnto him 
with vivacity and vehemence, as ifeaen then 
he had endured it: and Ey a maruelous and deui- 
nedifpenſation, he would that his bleſſed] ſoule 
which enioyeda moſt perſett vifion of God,and 
was happy, {ould taft draughts of that bitter- 
nelle , tor to-redeeme vs, and ſuperabundantly 
pay for our finnes , and to ſett forth thathe was 
true man , and that he aſſuncd the frailty of 
our nature,ſo to inveſt vs with the ſtrength of 
his devinity,and that the fainting be ſhewed in 
this rigourousagony , anguiſh , and anxiety, 
which fo Rrenglyprefſed his hait, came from vs: 
and the forcic and conſtancy which the martyrs 
were to hauc in their torments , came not from 
themſelucs , but from th:s Iord. 

The yell beloved fonne of the father was 
notheard in tkis petition, according to the will 
of the inſericur part : allthough he was heard 
accordivg t2 the ſueriour part , which deſired 
that his will migkt be accompliſhr in all, to the 
end , that we {Fould learn therby , that God 
oiten doth vs more favour, in refuſing vs yhat 
we demand oi him according to our weake and 
diſordered nature , tben by granting it vnto vs: 
and that our demands cught to be ſubmitted 
vnto him and limited by the gecodpleaſure of 
his deuinc will. But though the eteinall father 
did not deliver his moſt bleſſed ſonne from this 
ſo greauous agghy : yet he ſent himan, Angell 
from heauen ( St, Bonaventer ſaith it was St. 
Michacl(tor to comfort and encourage him,pro- 
poling vnto him the decree of his Deuine will, 
the glory that would redound therby to Ged, 
nd the god it would woke to humane kinde, 
by meancs of his paLon : the viftory and trium- 
pic it would gaine ouer the devill , death and 
finne. And that by the debaſement and tor- 

-ent 6f tke Crofle , his name ſhould be exalted 
and adotedeby all creatures: to the end allſo that 
in this paſſage we ſkould marke and admire the 
humility cf cur moſt benigne lord , who being 
king of all the Angells, (as if he had bin {orgott 
of his ſogeraine Mazeſtie ) Would be comforted 
by one of his owne ſervants , and being the 
ſtrength of the Father,and he that by his power 
rueth and ſuſtaineth the world , would receive 
{-yſ1ace and conſolation from an Angell: becauſe 
according to humane nature , he made himſelfe 
inſcriour w the Angells :So likewiſe to teach ys 
that prayer ( made as it ought to be ) taketh all- 
ways efle&:for either God delivers vs of the tri- 
bulation we beg ſor,or giueth vs forces to ſup- 
port and endure patiently and joytully, which 


15a ereater grace(as St.Greg. ſath)then to haue 


of our lord. 


granted vs what we detranded, and freed vs of | 
our tribulation. - 
.. . > 

Our lo:d hauing knowne the determinate 4 


will of his etcrnall father,aiter he had ended his g 1... 
prayer , he aroſe from the ground (where ſince c, 27. 
hath bin built a Temple faith $.ter:)and leaving * —I_ſs 
» . »«OAILI1; 
on 4 None that was there , the markes oc his : 
knees imprinted , came vnto his Diſciples , and 
ſaid to them : ſ{zepe ye now aud take reſt , be- 
hould the hover afprocheth , and the foune of man 
shall be betrayd into the hands of ſinners : As he 
ſaid this , behold Iudas coming with many 
fouldiers for to deliver him into their hands. 
Our Sauiour went formoſt like a good ſhes 
pheard, to conſerue his Diſciples , aud mecting 
his enemses asked them : whom ſeeke yorr? they 
anſweere Icſus of Nazareth : 7t zs I faith he. 
By this word they were caſt backward and. 
thrown flatt to the ground, whence they couid 
not have riſen, if our lord who had oucrthrown Our lot 
them with cne only word , had not permit- ** *Pp!* 


, honded, 
ted them toriſe acaine, But as he ſkewed his © > | 


power in the one, ſo did he his picty in the 
other , and that he defired to ſuffer willingly. | 
For after they were raiſed againe, he askedthe ; 


ſecond time whom they ſought , aud having an(- | 


\ 


wered as before he comanded them not to touch 
any of his. Indas approaching to our Sauiour, 
faid: eAll haile Maſter , and kiſſed him : The 
moſt amiable Iefus confidering that Indas ſerued 
him as his cuppe-bearer, giuing him the cha» 
lice which his heauen'y Father had prepared 5 
him, allthovgh his hart and workes were of an We 
enemy, he accepted of it as an incredible fauor, 
ſaying to him}: fred wherfore comeſs thou? St. 
Peter who had done nothing but ſleepe, whileit 
our lord was in prayer, ſeing ſo many lay hold 
of his maſter, drew forth his ſword, and Rrake 
of the right eare of Malchus , the high Prieſts 
ſeruant : then faid Ieſus to Peter : Put'wp thy 
[Word iato the ſcabbard, the Chalice which my Fa. | 
ther hath giuen me Wilt thon not that I drinke it 2 \ 
By theſe and other words, which he ſpake vato " 
him, ſhewed that what he ſuffered was by his 
owne will , and not through weakenes nor 
want of rower , for that he might haue had 
Legions of Angells to defend him , our lord 
reproued him, and touching Malchus his eare, 
healed it: Andleſus turning to the Cheete Pri. 4 
clts and Magiſtrates of the Temple and ancients, | 
that were come to take him; ſaid : «As it were 
to a theefe, youu are come forthwith Neords and 
clubbes, but this is your hover and the power of | 
aarknes : for then it was that this moſt ſweet 7 
and innocent lambe was deliuered vp to the : 
rauenons woolues, and the Princes of darknes, 
which are the Diuclls , that by meanes of his 
Miniſters and Satellites , they might execute 
vpon him all ſorts of torments and cruelties , 
cucnnot to ſpare his lite, as holy Iob wasab- 
bandoned to Sathans rage , but to the end that 
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without any limitation of life or death , they 
ſhould 


ſhould extend all their fury againſt that ſacred 
humanity ; they preſcntly ſeized on our lord, 
and binding his bleſſed hands with cords fo 
ſtrait as forced the skinne of his armes , that the 
bloud came forth. They drag'd him ignomi- 
nioully along the ſtreetes, making great ſhow- 
tes, and in this barbarous manner they led him 
bound , abandonned of his Diſciples , encom- 
; pr with his cnemies , hurrying of him in 
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uch haſt, out of breath , his colour changed, 

but retaining ſtill the ſerenity and grauity of 

his cyes, with a deuine port, which couldnot 

'# be obſcured amidſt ſo many aftronts and in- 

humanities. 

Our Saviour thus apprehended (as isfaid) 

was ledd by thoſe Miniſters of Sathan , with 

He is great noyſcand clamours , to Annas his houſe 

queſtio- who was father in law to Caiphe the high Prieſt 

_ for that yeare, who inquiring of his Diſciples 
\bufete : : 

"jn te and Dodtrine, he anſwered ; I have ſpoken in 

" houſe publich to the World. I haus allways taught 

_”_—— publick, aſiemblies , and in the Temple among 

W. the Fewes, and haue ſaid nothing in ſecret , wher- 

6 fore do you now atke me of it? learn it of them 

b: that bane beard me, they well know What T haue 

ſaid : This anfwer being made, one of the 

Prieſts ſeruants ſtrake him on the face, laying: 

Do you an(wer the high Prieſt ſo ? then Iclus 

ſaid : Ff I haze ſpoken enill, chetv me in what; 

* it not , why do you ftrike me? O cruell ſoulc 

and vnhappy to haue (trucken that deuine face, 

.on which the Angells feaſt and glory ! O ſweet- 

X nes | o tongue irreprehenſible ! which made 

Wes that anſwer , and had it been needfull for our 

ſaluation, would haue turacd the other cheeke, 

withouttrouble or bitternes to his humble hart. 

After this iniarious affront which our ſa- 

* . vuiovr received in Annas his houſe , he was 

- _ ledd {till bound vnto Catphas his courte, where 

7hetouſe the learned and ancients in the law were aſ- 

+ Caiphas. ſembled.And when they had ſought after ſome 

| falſe witneſſes againſt our lord , to condemne 

y him to death , and could finde none , at laſt 

the Chiete of the Prieſts coniured him'in the 

name of God to tell , what he was; to which 

our Saviour having anſwered the truth , as be- 

came his perſon, they blinded with paſſion 

and the ſplendor of ſomuch light, ſayd he had 

blaſphemed, and deſerued death , ſpatt in his 

face ,and ſtrake him in the necke , others on 

the face laying : Frophecy wato ws Chriſt, who 

was be that ſirake thee? It can not be delivered 


that dolorous night , the contumelies were ſo 
cxceſlue that S. Ierome faith : ye shall not know 
them wntill the day of indzement. The ſouldicrs 


that _ him .deridedhim,and to GUCTCOme 
the {leepe of the night , ieſted and made their 
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foole of the king ot glory. Euery one ftriued 
who ſhould abuſe him moſt, beating himdi- 
uerſe ways , caſting the ſpitle from their in- 
ternall mouthes , oa that degine tace : they 
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without griefe , what our Saujour endured 


Teſfus Chriſt. 


putt a cloath before hiseyes, and ftriking him 
on the face ſayd : Deuine who is he that ftraks 
thee? Our lord endured this with an inuinci- 
ble patience ,ineſtimable ſweetnes , and with 
a moſt louing hart, and had more trouble for 
the fins ofchoſe that tormented him , then for 
the paine he ſuffered. 

But that which wounded more our Sa- 
uiours hart that night, was St. Petersfall, who 


being fled withthe other Diſciples, bethoughe ,. 


himſelf, and deſired to go ſee what became of 
his maſter , after he was taken and led away 
bound. He endcauours to follow a far of,and 
by S. Tohns meanes , who was known in the 
Chicfe Prieſts howlſe » he went in , and denied 
him thrice, ſwearing and forſwearing, that he 
knew him not. This ſo deere and fauourcd 
Apoſtle of our lord, the Chicfe of them all , 
and who infuſed with celeſtiall light had 
known and confeſſed that Jeſus Chriſt was the 
ſonne of the liuing God: and be that full with 
conhdence of himſelte , had promiſed to dye 
tor him, andnot to be ſcandalifed, though all 
others were, and ſhould forfake him 1n his 
paſſion : and now interrogated by a imple wo- 
man , whether he were Icſus Chriſt his Diſci- 
ple, was ſtaztled , fainted , trembled , and de- 
nics him , and caſts malcdifions on himſelt: 
for to inſtru vs by this puſilanimity of Peter, 
how he that preſumes much of himiclf is neere 
his owne ruine : and there is co other valor 
nor vertue, then that what by an humble ac- 
knowledgement of himſelf, is propped on the 

ood ncfle and mercy of our lord , who was 
lo ſcnfible of his fall and the loſle of ſuch a 
ſheepe , which hepretended to make the head 
of his flock : Thus caſting his eyes on St Peter, 
he awakened him, and made him reeater into 
himfelfe by his ſo filent and amorous regard, 
and that which the crowing of the Cocke 
could not do, the dumme words ot his maſters 
ſecret and ſweet atpe& effe&ed , ftriking a 
change in his hart , when he had called to 
minde what he had tould him, that he ſhould 
deny him thrice before the Coke Crew.Our Sa- 
viourtherefore penetrating with his vertuc the 
bottom of that wounded foule, that he nught 
repent his fin, and weepe bitterly , Peter did 
it ſuddenly , and to finde a more commodious 
place tor his penitence , he went forth of that 
houſe , which had bin ſo fatallto him For the 
Courtsand Pallaces of Princes are more proper 
to committ fins, then to do pennance in them 
Sothat, the teares that St. Peter ſhed, ran not 
ſo much trom hiseycs ,as from thoſe of Icſus 
Chriſt ,itor his cycs in looking on vs , open 
ours, awaken the drowſy , and raiſe the dead. 
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This 1o fad and deplorable night — "Y 


Py , in the morning our Sauiour was le 


accuie 


etore Pilate, who was goucrnour and Iudge before pig 
of that Prouince for the Roman Emperour, 1 


they acculing him to be a cheat ſeditious perſon 
» and 
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6 The life of our lord. 


any thing, and that enuy only had been his accu- 


and that he perverted the poeple with new | 
and falſc doftrines , that he had ſaid that 
they ought topay no tribute vnto Ceſar ;and 
that he was the king and the Meſſias. Of the 
Gr accuſation about his doarine , Pilate made 
litle account: it importing nothing to him that 
he taught the things appertaining to bis law 
and ccremonies according to his owne humor: 
nor of the ſecond (which he knew wasfalte) 
for that our Sauiour having betore bin fitted 
and asked vpon that article , had anſwered, 
that ewery oe should render unto Ceſar what 
was Ct/ars : he inſiſted only on the third ar- 
ticle, and asked hiw ,it he were king of the 
Iewes : he anſwered : you haze ſar, Andthough 
the Icwes loudly acculed him of a thouſand 
Iyes and falſeties , he retained a ſedfaſt and 
tranquill countenance , without ſpeaking or 
alledging a word in his owne defence : in ſo 
much as the Tucge himſelf ſtood aſtoniſl ed 
at ſuch grauity and ſilence: and ſayd to him: 
' doeſt thou not heare the provfes that come againſt 
thee? Our Saviour ſtill remained wute , not 
protcring a word : for he had ſuch a deſire 
to dye tor our faluation , that he would not 
by his ſpeech retard his death one moment : 
to teach vs alſo that in the -middeſt ot the 
ſtormes, perſccutions, and fury of our enne- 
mics , the be it armes that we can put on to rc- 
fiit them ,. 1s confidence 1n God and hauing 
him of our fide, we ought to teare nothing, 
.. - Pilate vnderſtanding that our Sauiour was 
born in Galilee ,and in Herodes iuriſdiftion, 
who was then in Icruſalem, he ſent him vato 
him that he might iudge the cauſe , which he 
- fix is would diſcharge himſ-cltof, and became Herods 
brought frend , againſt whom he had taken ſome dil- 
— taſt. Hcrod iceing our Saviour, was very glad, 
becauſe he had heard of many maruclous 
things he had done, and dcfired outot vaine 
curioſity to have him do ſore wiracle before 
Liebe him.” But our lord , who diets all that he 
$-lok,to, doth tor the good and ſalvation of foules, ma- 
de ſinall eſtecme of Herods vaine curioſity , 
nor that his workes ſhould ſeruc for entertai- 
nement to p'eple that ieſt with the things oc 
God, as if they were wglers tricks, to Caulc 
laughter. Herod Geceived in his defires , con- 
temaecd our lord, and in mockery cloathed 
him ia white Ike a tocle , and fo ſcat him 
back againe to Pilate. So that the Saviour ot 
the world contented not himſclfe to be repu- 
ted a malciaQour,, ſeditious, magician , cula- 
thaniſed, a glutton , maker of guod cheere, a 
man of meane account, of dangerous company, 
an Hercticke and blafphemer (all theſe names 
and titles he had giuen him by hisennemies,) 
but he would allſo be treated and reputed as 
a toole, to giue cxample toour patience, and 
learn vs to depiſe the vainc iudgements ot 


G& 


Jeſus his 
Licences 


this world. 
| Pilate ſeeing not our Sauiour culpable in | 


ſcr, endeauored to ſauc him ; and to ſweeten, 
by meanes of ſome fatisfaftion, the bloudy and 
furious ſpirits of the Iewes, he propofed vato 
them , following their cuſtome , to deliuer a 
priſoner at the ſolemnity ofthe Paſcha, which 
ot the two they liked beſt , Barrabbas, or le- 
ſus , farnamed Chriſt. Barrabbas was a wicked 
man, a thiefe , homicide , ſeditious , and a 
perturber of the | rmry peace , known for | 
{ach an one , and hated of all the world, and X 
was 10 priſon for his miſdemeanours. The Pre- 

fident thought, that Barrabas becing a perſon Barrabas 
thus abhoried of cuery one , there would YLfore 
be found none that would not rather ſauc letus. 
the lite of leſus Chriſt, who had done ſo much : 
gn0d among them, then of him, who merited 
a thouſand deaths. But this poeple , blind ard 
vagratetul! , deluded by the Scribes and Pha- 
riſces,, demanded that the murderer might be 
delivered, andthe Author of life crucifycd: why 
therefore art thou vexcd , o litle man , when 
an other 1s preferred before thee , ſecing God 
poſtpoſcd to Barrabas ? 

Pilate nat knowing what todo, his deſige- 
ne failing ,and ſceing the poeple ſo mutinous, 
that with loude crycs they purſued the death 
of our Sauiour , he made triall of a crue!l bar- «+ 
barous way to appealc them : He cauſed our |, , 
Sauiour to be ſcourged , belicuing that , that ſcourged, 
rigourous Chaſtiſement , let their rage beneuer 
ſogreat, would pacify it. The wreched officers 
take our Sauiour, the lord of heauen, Creator 
of the world, glory of theAngells,the wiſdome, 
and power of the Luing God, and in a furious 
manner they barbaroully ſtrip him of his cloa-« 
thes ; diſcoucr that body formed by. the holy 
Ghoſt in the pure wombe of a virgin , more 
white then Alabaſter or ſnow ; and now expo- 

{cd t9 be diſcoloured with ſtripes : they bound 
him to a Pillar , that they might ſtrike hic 
mre at theireaſe, and with an enraged cruelty | 
they vo 4p to ſhower ſtrokes vpon that deli- E” 
cate fleſh, and diſcharge blow after blow, and % 
wound vpon weuad, and ſore ypon ſore': fo | 
that all that moſt ſacred body became couered Lipl. de 
with bloud , the skin all pinkt ; that ſteames ©*** © 
of blcud ran down from eucry part, and re- Gall. de 
maincd fo diffigured as ſcarce did his mother ©*** | 
know him :for (as ſomecontemplatiues write) "OE 
he rcceiucd aboue fiue thouſand blowes. There K 
be authors that lay our Sauiour was not whipe 
with rods (which was the chaſtiſement of the 
nobles ) but with thongs of raw and hard 
$kinns , a torment 'mwch more painefull and 
iznominious , and vicd to flaues and others 
"at meane condition : Other Doftors ſay, he 
was whipt twice: once to appcalc the Iewes, 
and then aſter be was condemned : Nay there 
be that ſay he was firſt whipt with rods of 
thorns, thea with cords plumbed , and the laſt 
time with 1r0n linckes, Whatſocucr we can deui- 
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"#f Iclus. mockery faid : Haile king of the Tewes, and —_ 
h 


Teſus Chriſt, 


h ; though holy 
writ mention it not. But conſidering of one 
fide the malice of the Deuwill , the hatred and 
cruelty wherwith they perſecuted our lord .and 
abbetted the fatellites and miniſters to torment 
him :-of the other fide, that it was God that 
ſuffered all theſe aflays and-inuentions of ſo 
many and ſuch new torments as were found 
in this ſacred paſſion of ourlord Iefus, Ithinke 
we ought to belicuc them, though they ſeeme 
horrid and forreigne to humane nature : at 
this dreadfull ſpectacle , which the Angells 
Rood amazed at ,the moſt benigne Iefus com- 
poſed himſelfe with ſo ſweet and amiable 
a countenance , ſo calme and quiet, as was 
ſufficient to have made relent thoſe fauage 
miniſters , had they but beheld his facred and 
attraftiue eyes , and opencd but the doore of 
their harts to the rayes of his loue. Where is 
the man that behoulding God thus whipt for 
our ſinnes, ſhall complain of iniuries done him? 
Aiter hauing thus ſtrangely ſcourged him, the 
Preſidents ſouldiers put on him a purple robe, 


73 The 
roman and making a wreath of thorns in manner of 
2 ith thor ' 

hes and © <rowne 

—"mock-ry 


, ſett it on is head, and putt a 1cede 
in his right hand ,and kneeling before him in 


me his face , tooke the ſcepter he in 
his hand , and ſtrake himtherwith, with diuets 
Other great buffetts. Theſe are the termes 
of the ſacred text : they would treat the lord 
and king of glory, 2sa feigned king to ſcoffe 
at : which the better to compleat ( as it it had 
been a game of pleaſure and entertainement) 
they ailcmbled all the ſouldiers , to redouble 
their ſport and mirth :and'in the middeſt of 
that baſe crue and rabble of poceple without 
ſoules, they raſht of his robes,which they could 
not do without putting him to greateſt paine, 
for that they ſtuck to his skinne by reaſon of 
his woundes , and an indicible ſhame to the 
chaſteſt and pureſt of men , and lord of higheſt 
maieſty. They clothed him with a robe of 
purple, which was a kingly attyre to give to 
vnderſtand , that he being a man of vile and 
baſe condition would make humſelfking : and 
for that cauſe they crowned him witha crown 
of thorns, ot ſcareedes, that are very ſharp and 


$8.10b.0 hard , and preſſed it on his facred head , fo that 


the torment might be no leſle then the affront: 
they gaue for icepter a cane in his hand , and 
kneeling before, him did adore bim, ſaying in 
mockery, Hatle king of the Tewes , they ſpit in 
his face, and they ſtroue who ſhould ſtrike him 
firſt , renewing and redoubling his wounds 
which the thorns had made, making them fixe 
deeper into his head. 

Our lord Ieſus Chriſt being thus afflifted, 
mocked, and tormented, he became a perfe& 
piture of ſorrow : and yet he loſt neither pa- 
tience nor” ſweetneſſe , but with an alluring 


rd. de to ſay of the cruelty of thoſe butcherly exe- 
 cutioners is credible en 


| 


hart , burning in flames of loue he offers 
vnto his heauenly father theſe torments and 
ignominies for theſaluation of thoſe that gaue 
him them, 

Our gond Ieſus was fo fowly diſfgured, 
that the Preſident thought that if thole ſauages 
ſhould now but ſee the piteous ſpeftacle he was 
in, of pure compaſſion they would be ſarigfye {, 
and ſpeake no more to haue him Cye: for which 
reaſon he went forth vnto the poeple to ſpeake 
with them the ſccond time, and fays to them: 
bebold 1 bring here the man to lett you knov I 
finde no cauſe in him of death, and ſhewing our 
lord, as he was, with a ctowne of thorns on 
his head , cloathed in a purple weede:, Pi- 
late ſaid , bebould the man: as much as to ſay; 
this is he, whom you ſo much enuy”, are you 
now afraid that he will make himſelt king ?loc- 
ke how he is ſcourged, diſhoaoured,dish ured, 
bound , and in your hanus , that hath ſcaiſe 
left himthe figure of a man , which ought to 
ſtirre in you more compaſſion then ennuy : 
This fo greauous and ignominious 1epreſen- 
tation had no power to mollity the harts of 
ſo barbarous enemics : but they perfiſt Riil 
in their madnes, crying out. crzafy him,cruci;y 
bim:yet though this ſo mourntul] ſpe&tacle pre= 
uailed not 'to ſweeten the harts of thole en- 
raped Iewes, it was at leaf? ſufficient toappeaſe 
the anger of the eternall father , who viewing 
his bleiied ſonne fo euill treated, through his 
obedience, and the loue he bore vs , pardons 


| the finnes of all thoſe that with true repentance 


ſhall with compaſhen conſider this dolorous 
image ,preſenting of it to themſelues, ſaying to 
him with confidence and deuntion, Ecce Homo, 
beheld the man whom you bauc giurn vs , the 
man of your righ: hand : «his fo kumble, fo 
obedient , ſo benigne , ſoamiable ,and to zeal- 
lous of your honour , who tor to ſupport it, 
plunged himſelf into th'Abiſſe of all torments 
and injuries , behould him, and looke vpoa vs 
for bis fake, and gwe vsthe grace well to pon- 
der them, with pure and cleerc eyes, the better 
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to imitate them : Pilate hearing theſe ciamors, 


crucify bim , crucify him , tould them : Take hins 
you and crucify him , forT finde no cauſe to 
cruCity him-: The lewes replyed : we hawe ala 
according to Which be ought to dye , becauſe he 
bath made bimſelfe the ſonne of God. Theſe 
words gaue Pilate much more to thinke , and 
entring the Pretoric , he faid to lefus, Whence 


Pilats de 
mands, 
leſus his 


Licnce 


and age 


are you ? Teſus anſwered nothing | then faid wer, 


Pilate : ſpeakeſt thon not to me ? knoveſs thou 
not that I baue power to crucify thee, andpower 
to releaſe thee? The moſt meeke lambe Ieſus 
was filent to all his inturies , not anſwering, 
to the Prelidents demandes : but when he pers 
ceived that he grew proud of the rod of Iuſtice, 
which he had, and did not acknowledge his 
eternall Father , who had giuen it him with 
power to puniſh-orabſolue dehquents, he then 
ceplycd 
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replyed for the. honour”. of his Father , tea- .| 


ching the wicked iudge that all earthly power 
is deriued from heaucn, as its true fountaine, 
and that he ſhould giue ſtrict account of it, 


vato him who had putt it-into his handes, it 


he made not geod vſe of it, and conformable 

to the will of God; wherfore he ſaid to him: 

thou should:ſt not haue any power azninſl me, 

None wnleſſe it were given thee from aboue : which 
a great conſolation in tribulations and 

hare Afictions which we recciue of men, that none 
Gods per hauc power to hurt vs, but in what our good 
miſlow God and the moſt mercitull Father permitts, 
From that time Pilate ſought to. releaſe him : 

but the Iewes crycd out and vrged him fo 
ſtrongly , and frighted Him fo in ſaying that if 

he di4 not condemne him , he would declare 
himſelfe an enemy to Ceſar :andas a wicked 

iudge, weake and puſilanimous, he lett him- 

| ſelfe be carryed away with their obſtination 

and clamor, reſoluing to giue ſentence of death 

againſt the innocent, for teare of incurring the 
diſpleaſure of his Princc.' And although Pilates 

wite had ſcent him word that he ſhould be 

well aduiſed in what he had in hand , and that 

' he ſhould not condemne our lord ;for that he 


eandoys jg 


Theadvis Was iuſt and innocent, and that all the night 


ceof Pi- Jong ſhe had ſuffered in fleepe great viſions 
and perplexitics( which is probable that God 
had ſent her , the more to iuſtify his death,and 
that all ſorts of perſons ſhould giue teſtimony 

' of his innocence) neuertheleſſe was Pilate fo 
' terrifyed and overcome , that his wife could 
' not gaine ſo much credite with him , as to 
hinder his fitting in his tribunall ſcate; and ha- 
uving waſhed his hands ( as it was the Iewes 
manner ) to ſhew that he was not guilty of 
his death,condeſcended to their demand, deliue. 
ring our lord Iefus Chriſt vato the will of the 
Iewecs, and freed Barabbas. The Prefidentthen 
ſitting in his Tribunal! , gaue finall ſentence 
in the cauſe : and then ſoonedid they charge 
our lords ſhoulders, ( allready worn out and 

' Pilate torn With {courges ) with the wood of the 
_— Croſſe ( as it was the cuſlome to make the 
ſus, condemned to carry it to the execution ) in 
| which lay all the finnes of the world, Our lord 
with a perte& obedience and love embraced 

it, began to walke , like true Iſaac , with the 

wood on his ſkoulders vatothe place of facri- 

He car« fice: the ſonne carried the wood and the body 
_— - that was to be facrifiſed , and the Father car- 
pon his Tied the fre of loue, and knife of deyine 1uſtice 
for to ſacrifice him, The lord of all that js 

_— "created marcht with this heauy wood on his 
Chriſoit. back , as the fixed enſeigne of his Prin Cipality: 
ho. 84-in whether he fell with faintnes , or that he could 


oh, aug, 


ſer. 81.4%. NOt follow taſt enough the rage. of the execu- 


emp , tioners : they gaue the Croflc to a man they 
|. _carr. mettby the way, named Simon Cyreneen to 


{zith tkar help him to carric it , not to diſcharge or ſol- 
down. _ lace him, but to haſten bis death. Much poeple 


The life of ourlord. 


followed him , and many deuout women at gome ». + 


companied him with tearcs , and a naturall 
compaſſion : towards whom our moſt benigne 
Sauiour turned himfelf, to aduertiſe them not to 
bewaile him ,but to weepe for their finnes, and 
the chaſtiſements which are to fall vpon that 
vngratetull City : among theſe pious women 
therewas one named Berenice -or Veronica, 
who gave the vaile or coife ſhe wore on+her 
head vato our lord to wipe of the bloud and 
ſweat from his face : which he did leaving im- 
printed with the ſame blood the figure of his 
face , which linnen is called Veronica from the 
womans name, hich is in S. Peters Church 
at Rome , where this holy picture is ſhewed 
with great vencration : and among the places 
of the holy land the houſe of this holy woman 
it taken notice of and ſhewed, 

When the facred virgin knew of her deere 
ſonnes being ledd fo fiercely to his death, with 
noiſe of armes and ſouldiers, ſhe was tranfpi- 
erced with gricfc, and hir chaſt members with 
a mortall ſweat. Shec ran to ſee hir ſonne, 
and the dchre to ſee him redoubled hir forces 
which hir ſorrows tooke from her:ſhe' followed 
the track of his bloud , thorow the preſſe , and 
by the clamor of the cryers that went betore 
togiue notice of his comming ,- in fine arriued 
where he was , and finding him ſo changed 
and disfigured , ſhe was ſo ſeized , as ſhe could 
not open her mouth to ſpeak vnto him : ſo 
that his tranſpierced hart was forced to ſpeak 
vato her ſonnes hart , wounding him with her 
paine , and redoubling his ſorrow with hers, 
Our Saviour ſuffered this new torment of the 
ſight ot his blefled Mother , in that laborious 
way , vntill he gained mount Caluary where 
the ſacrifice was to be made, which was diſtant 
from Pilates pallace , vnto the place where the 
Crofle was fixed one thouſand and one and 
twenty paces, or three thouſand three hundred 
and three foote according to the ſupputation 
oi ſome. 

Arrived at this holy place, which many 
holy DoRors ſay was the ſame, where Abra- 
ham would have facrifiſed his ſonne Iſaac,and 
where our firſt Father Adam was buried ;atter 
they had given him 1o drink wine ſteeped in 
gall, which he taſted , but would not drinke: 
they vnclothed the ſecond Adam, and ourſpi. 
rituall tather , of his vcitments, eyen vnto his 
ſhirt or inner garment, to render his death more 
ignominious. And his tunick did cleaue to his 
wounds, with the blood which was congeal- 
ed , when they tearing it of with violence 
they racked againe , Opeping anew al 
the wounds of his body. This moit innocent, 
lambe ſaid not one word to thoſe that thus vilcly 
vied him. Some contemplative Authors ſay that 
to pull of his garments, they tore of the crowne 
of thorns from his head, and fixed it on againe 
making new wounds : there did they nayle the 
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8 2#icrom., hands and feete of our lord ynto the Crofle, 
on. It, 


Wk with great pointed nailes, which was the moſt 


mer vit, 4 : 

Chr.cy A an ignominious puniſhement of all, and the ſame 
other = = puniſh thecues withall : ſodid they crucity 
= : him in this condition ,an4 like the cheefe and 


- ep-Epbe Captaine of the common robbers they placed 
E#©. him in the middeſt betwixt two , who were 
nt?” crucifyed for their wicked fats : after they had 
+£-14-7- nailed him, they raiſed vp the Croſle on high 


& 75. (which ſome ſay was fiftecne foot long and eight 


* Theat- 
"FP and wide, )for to putt it into the hole they had 
paro. i, $5549 made for itin the ground: and when they were 
- pat, Sf the to fixcit , they let it fall at once into the hole, 
_— + which opened his wounds, and augmented his 


Method, - | 
torments : on the ? ot the Crolle was putt, 


Jerem. 13 by Pilates command , a title engrauen vpon a 
table of wood in Hebrew , Greeke , and Latine 
letters, which was: Teſus of Naxareth , King 
; of the Tewes : that all the nations that were in 
Jeruſalem might read in thoſe three languages 
(which were the chiefe of the world) the name 
of him they had crucifyed : and although the 
Iewes endeauourcd to hinder it, eſteeming ita 
FN diſgrace to their nation , to ſay there was their 
4 King, and made meanes to Pilate to alter the 


he Moc title , yethe ſaid, fince he had writit, it ſhould 
wb -_ ſtand , becauſe God would ; that with the ig- 
r fo, nominy of the death of the Crofle ſhould be 
igid I ioyned the Majeſty of that glorious title : and 
—_ that we ſhould vnderſtand, that our lord, who 


thshe died on the Crofle , was the true an1 ſoueraine 


s pre» king, not only ofthe Lewes , but of all the Gen- 
_— tiles and of all the world : of Angells and men, 
s > of heauen and caith , and of hell : and that his 
A; F Empire was to be ſpred through the whole 
. Globe of the carth-: that all kings ſhould hum- 
dS ble themſelues and fubmitt to him their crow- 
_ ne and ſcepter: and that pious , potent , and 
6 wiſe men , figniſyed by the Hebrews, Greckes 
Fl and Latines , ſhould acknowledge and adore 
4 him, for their true lord and God :this glorious 
8 title is kept and ſhewed now at Rome, inthe ; 
P—_ Church of the holy Crofle of Ieruſalem,where 
ion. it was by deuine diſpenſation found , i the 
b. es oo yeare one thouſand foure hundred ninetie 
" two, 
Hier, The Sauiour of the world was fixed on 
= _ the Croſſe naked .cxpoſcd to the winde and 
a" = weather,his body reat and full of open wounds 
att. onthe through cuery part. His ſacred bloud ran dow- 
* "J .-— ne in ftreames from his head , and from his 
t 35. Mer Sane beard ; and from his hands and his feete guſhed 
Jathe 2-120. outſprings that bedewed theearth:no other pil- 
tcs = lit- lowe had he to repoſe his ſacred head on crow- 
» de * "Fpaco, ro. ned with thorns , then a hard piece of wood; 
> +P-275 his body Was ſuſpended in the ayre, ſuſtained 
he Þ©B;..Ma. by Crampironsot iron, ſo as when he would 
$6. *Þ$+%ythe eaſe hunſelf an his feet, his bodies weight made 
bi = $:155%** his wounds the wider,and augmented his ipai- 
Þcai4bim ne , and fo alſo with his handcs. As he was 
9 _— in this agony , the ſouldicrs weat to dice for 


- pion of 


Teſus Chriſt, 


iq 


was wouen all of a piece , and could not be 
deuided nor vnſowed , and which is faid to be 
at this day inthe City of Trcuers in Germany: 
and as Ifidore Pelufiota writes , was a fort 
of garment worn by poore poeple , which it 
may be had been wrought by our bleſſed ladies 
handes, His enemies cryed out againſt him ; %** _., 
thoſe that paſled by , blaſphemed him ; and blafphem 
ſhaking their heads Paid 7 f be be the ſonne of God, hum S. 
let bim deſcend now from the Crofie. The Chicf _— 
of the Prieſts ; the learned and the ancients led yope, 
mocked at him, faying : He bath ſaued others S*<g27 
but can not ſaue bimſeif : and one of the thee- {5 and 
goes, crucityed by him 4 made him the fame nion; 
reproach : in ſo much as it ſeemed that the nn 
eternall Father had forſaken his moſt bleſſed jinvied 
ſonne, and that the ſorrowes of death oppreſſed the plue, 
him on al fides , and that he was cngulfedin o_ 
a ſea of bitternesand torment, without know- the fingu 
ing whereto fett his foot , or ſhelter himſclf. —— 
Yet did he not let himſelf finke at the fury of , ip, 
the waues ; nor the waters oi his ſorrow could 
extinguiſh the fire of his immenſe charity, and 
of his amorous hart , which began to lance 
forth its flames , ſupplicating his eternall Father 
to pardon thoſe that fo treated him , for that 
they kaew not what they did : And before he 
would comfort his Mother , or prouide for 
his frends, or recommend his ſoule to his e- 
ternall father, he demanded pardon for thoſe 
that crucified him ,and even then , when they | 
were moſt cruell againſt him. For he had more 
com afſion of the loſe of their ſoules , then 
gricte for his particular iniuries: and he tarried 
not for the acknowledging of their faults, tor 
to pray forthem : but to the contrary he prayed 
to his eternall father to give them grace to 
rcturne into themſelues, and obtaine pardon: 
and with his tongue ,which he only had free I*fuspra: 
( yet was that cmbicteted with gall) he prays WD 
tor them , who fo ſtrangely rcuule him , fra- crvcific, 
ming reaſons to excuſe them? , and mittigate bins 
their fault. EL 

But this burning fire of love augmented 
yet further , for he caſt an other ſpark and ray 
of his light ypon one of the two theeues,who v4 in 
firſt hauing ſcen the patience and ſweetnes', 27.Math, 
wherewith our lord ſuffered the ignominious ** ++ 
and painefull puniſhement of theCroſle and be- 
ing enlightaed by deuine light,he knew he was 
God , and that 5 ts wounds he recciued were 
not belonging to I:Cus Chriſt , but proceeded 
from himſelf , by reaſon of his ſinnes , which 
cauſed his ſuftcrings ;he confeſſed him to be 
king of heauen , and with a great ſenſe and 
fecling of his faultes , confiding in his infinit 


Orig- 
Atha 7 
Hilaty ? 
Chritolt: 
S Luc» Co 
23. ſaith 
that one 
of the 


, wi? 


goodnes, humbly begged that he would re- 
member him when he came into his kingdo= 
me, tor to ſhew what man may doe , though 
wicked , with dcuine grace , and the ſmall 
power he hath, though an Apoſtle , without 


his cloathes, eſpecially his camleſſe coate which- 


| the ſame: for Iudas ſold Ieſus Chiiſt, Peter de- 
__ nd 


nicd 
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niedhim, the other Apoſtles left him and tooke 
fight , and this theefe ſecing our lord not 
worke miracles, but endure torments,adores 
him , calls him king . ſaying : Remember melord 
when thou shalt come into thy kingdome : he ces 
him condemned ,and confefſeth him for God: 
he is his companion 1n the puniſhment , yet 
beggs of him the kingdome of heauen : the 
faith and knowledge of this ſcelcrate was a 
ſingular grace and mercy of our lord ,to the 
olory of the day of his paſſion , then , when 
he was ſo liberall in ſhedding of his blood, 
and opencd all the treaſures of his grace , he 
would vſe this priuiledge in his behalte, an- 
ſwering : «Amen 1 ſay vato thee this day thou 


5,107 15. cb alt be With mein Paraiiſe. Thou prayecſt me to 


Gen 4, 


remember thee in my kingdome,, and I do pro- 
mis thee the kingdome of heauen without de- 
lay, that we may be companions in glory, ſince 
beingin the ſame torment thou doeſt acknow- 
ledge and conteſſe me to be God , and deman- 
deſt not to be delivered of the preſent cuill , 
but from future 1dgement. The moſt ſacred 
Virgin was preſent at this ſpe&acle , ſanding 
at the foot of the Crofſe with a maruelous 
conſtancy cf minde , for though her hart was 
become a ſca of bitternes, that dreadtulltorment 
could not perturbe her minde, nor ſwaruc 
her one point from the will-of God. She be- 
held her ſonne with an incredible gricf, becau ſe 
her loue was indicible , and all the t orments 
of her ſonnes body tranſperced the Mothers 
hart , his wounds were hers , the Crofle of 
Icſus Chriſt was Marys Crofle , and the death 
of the one was the death of the other , as if 
ſhe her (clt had died and bcen facrifized for 
her ſonne , for ſhe loued her ſonne more then 
her ſelf. And it ſeemeth that our lord diſpoſed 
things ſo , that in thoſe laſt pangs and agonics 
of dcath , his Mother ſhould be at the tout of 
the Crofle , that ſo beholding hir with his 
gore-blood eyes he might augment his torment, 
and ſhculdtecle his mothers pangs and forrow- 
ing hart more then thoſe of his own body. 
Yet before he departed the world he would 
take leave ot his Mother(for ſhould he not haue 
ſpoken vato her, he had left her too much 
charged with grict) and ſaid vnto her. Woman 
tehold thy ſonne , and turning hiseyes towards 
St. Tohn the Evangeliſt , ſaid to him ; bebol4 
thy eAMothber. He called her not Mother , for 
ſeare leaſt that name might but the more 
afi& her: but vyoman , tor that ſhe was that 


Prou. 31, itrong woman that was to bruiſe the head ofthe 


Serpent, and that woman come from the vtter- 
moſt confines of the carth : and as our lord 
in his humility called himſelfe the ſonne of 
man , ſo did he call his holy Mother, woman, 
as the glory and ornament of all women, and 
the new Eue, Mother of all the living : Our lord 
having complyed with his Mother , the good 
theete , and his cnemics, ſeezng himſelf aban- 


doned, not only of fiis frends and Diſciples, 
but alſo of his cternall Father, he turned him- 
ſelf vnto him, and faid : My God, «My God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me? For as our lord,to 
redeeme the world , and fatisfy more abun- 
dantly his cternalljfather for our finnes, would 
endure the greateſt and moſt crucll torments, 
that euer were on carth endured , he ſtopped 
the aueniies of all conſolation ( as we faid ) 
and let himſelt be carried away by the torrent 
of all paines and forrowes , not- leauing any 
thing to alleuiate or ſweeten them : and this 
privation of refreſhment and conſolation , he 
termeth his Fathers forſaking him, from whom 
ought to Come all ſolace and comfort , as the 
Martyrs found in their torments , by meanes 
wherof they have endured with great ioy and 
delight thoſe extreame torments and death 
which they were made to ſuffer. 

Our lord being now wholy exhauſt, and 
his bowells dried vp through the great abun- ,.. 
dance ofblood he had ſhed , and all his veines » gs 
drained, he had a naturall drought, and ſaid: Marci Se- 
I baue thirſt, Then his enraged enemies , to - ew" 
retreſh his parched lippes , and hume& the 69e.c.13. 
ardor of his cruell thirſt , they put at the Beb«in 
cnd of aſtaffe or cane alpunge ( which at this ,'Thcu. 
day is kept in the Church ot St. lohn of Las ler. S. p, 
tran at Rome) bound with op ,and dipped 37: , 
in jus. He ,and ſo preſented him to drinke; in war, _ 


ſo much as the lord of all creatures could not ths 13. 
alm.co4 


obtaine a glaſſe of cold water, hauing ſo great $700: 


thirſt atthe article of his death : Although this quzliber 


corporall thirſt did not paine our Sauiour fo !: — 
ain, 


much as did the other jntcriour, which was ; ; 
the defire of our ſaluation; and this drought Chryſolt. 
can not be quenched but by our teares, con- yF #9 in 
ucrſion and pennance. Our Saviour therfore Athan. 
having finiſhed all things , and accompliſhed 76. ct 77- 
his etcrnall fathers commands, he {aid, being = Fs 
ready to expire : It 25 conſummate : then with minilir,, 
a loud voyce he added theſe laſt wordes : ſy © ** 
Father , znto thy handes 1 recommend my ſuule: 

and having his back towards Ierufalem he lea- 

ned his head with great Myſtery towards the 

welt (as ſome Dottors write ) and gaue vphis 

ſoulc to his Father: This filuer ſounding voice 

with which our Sauiourdycd, was miraculous 

and a teſtimony that he was the lord of lite 


and death ; and likewiſe an intimation of the 


deſire and affection , with which he volunta- 
rily dycd tor our finnes: after our Saviour was 
dead , the ſouldiers that came to jbreake the 
leggs of the{ſcrucified, for to haſten their de ath 
and vnty their bodies,ſorfeare leaſt they ſhould 
be ſcen hanging on the Croſle,on the {ollemne 
day of Paſche, perceiving him allready dead, 
did not breake them, as they did the theeues 
who were yet alive : but one fouldier ran a 
lance into his facred body ; and opened the 
fide and hart of our lord, whence uſued forth 
bloud and water, the deuine goodnes, making 
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Teſus 


þ vie of the cruelty of that ſoldier for to fig- 
Y chris nify vato vs the great Myſteries that were en- 
Y fe p<r* cloſed in that blefſed wound : for although he 
Rn, had by Ris death wrought our Redemption, 
: yet did it ſeeme to him imperfe&ly accom- 
pliſht, whileſt there remained in his body one 
drop of bloud to ſhed. For which reaſon , he 
would be wounded to the hart , that by a new 
miracle might come forth ( as from the foun- 
taine of life) the moſt delicate and pure bloud 
that he had, and by an other miracle water 
ſhould allſo iflue , for to waſhe vs with the 

$4 ene ,and fan&ify vs with the other: and draw 
forth the Church ( like to an other Eue ) out 
of the fide of the new Adam fleeping , and 
open vato vs his hart , which is the gate of 
heauen, to the cnd that we ſhould know, that 
itis allways open , thither to have our recourſe 
in all our Crofles and adueriities, as to a City 
of refuge, freedome and abode, a Paradiſe and 
moſt aſlurcd port of our faluation. The dead 


: —_— body of our lord felt not the lances ſtroke , 
ib ©. p.S:; 17. but his Mothers ſoule recciued it , ſeeing him 
od, perſecuted cuen after he was dead , and ga- 
bebo thered vp the beſt ſhe could , the blood and 
| on the water that came forth of that pretious fide, 
cat. ac Simeon Mctaphraſt ſaith. | 

* Þo Here is a bricte and naked ſommary of 


the paſſion of the ſonne. of God , which we 
ought to Ought "_—_ to have imprinted and cngrauen 
lcarne by in the very bottom of our hart, and continu- 
the paſſi” ally meditate on it day and night with {orrow, 
tord, conſidering that our finnes have been the cauſe 

of it, and haue tender compaſſion of him, who 


What we 


” for ys hath ſuffered ſo many ignominies, cruel! 
ay grieſes and vamcaſurable torments ;and imitate 
: the admirable examples of all vertues which 
- 4+ there ſhine, eſpecially that of humility , where- 
with the king of all glory abaſcd himſeltſolow, 
de» and that patience and wondertull {weetneſle 


wherewith he endured all forts of paines , and 
the enflamed charity which burned ia hisdeuine 
hart with that heate , that all that he ſuffe- 
red was nothing compared to the defire he 
; had to ſuffer for vs , and the martyrdome of 
| his ſoule was much greater then that of his 
| body. To the end we ſhould make more el- 
teeme of his incſtimable loue, and reciprocally 
giuc him ours , which is no more ours fince 
we ought to be his ſlaves , who hath with 
ſo great a price redeemed vs : and to teach vs 
how much he abhorreth the filthines of finne, 
waſhing it with his bloud , and ſhutting on 
his part the gates ofhell, and opening vato 
vs thoſe of heaucn, giuing vs to vaderſtand 
by his Croſſe and death, the greatnes of that 
glory which he hath acquired vs therby : and 
how much the paines of the damaed are terri- 


ſtood in need of God tody on the Crofle. This 
Croſſe and paſſion of our lord ought to be our 
quotidian bread, the remedy of our cuills,coa- 
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ſolation of our paines, and a firme and ſtable 
anchor in the afflifions and bitternes of this 
life , and intallible erneſt of what we hope 
for. Let vs therefore have feeling of that 
which other creatures telt in themtclaes. For 
by the death ot our Sauiour the caith began 
to tremble, the ſtones brake in pieces , the 
ayre was troubled , the funne darkned , the 
ſtars ſhewed themſclues , and the world was 
couered with mourning , by reaſon of the 
death of their lord. And not only were theſe 

rodigies ſcene in ludea , where our lord ſut- 
tered, but through the whole earth ( follow- 
ing the more common and probable opinion) 
the ſunne was obſcured, and retrafted his rayes 
of light,and eclipſed miraculouſly by the iater- 
polition of the moone againſt ail order of na- 
ture , as St, Dcnis Areopagite being then at 
Hierepolis,a towne in Egvpt,tak<th notice of, 
and ſcing a thing fo new , {trapge,and prodi- 
gious. ſaid theſe wordes: Either God the author 
of nature ſuſſereth , or the machine of the World 
vl] ouerturne and be deſtroyed. The earths rrem- 
bling was likewiſe very terrible ; and mount 
Caluary it felte , which was on a firme Rock, 


' on the left fide of our Sauiour, vaderncath the 
- wicked theeues Croflc , did riue , opening a 


vait depth , and of ihe bignes of a mans buuy: 
and Lucian,a Pricit of Autioche, giuiag a ra- 
ſon tor Chriſtian Religion, bring<th teitimony 
ot that opening of Mount Caluary. This earh- 
quake extcnacd allo to other parts ot Ata, 
w hich overthrew many buildings , and 1wed 
whole townes : and in that of Caicta , 1a thz 
kingdome of Naples , there 1s a Mountaiae , as 
allo another in Aluernc of Tuſcany which did 
open,as 1s laid and vulgaily receiued at the tine 
of the earthquake ot our S:uiours pallion : 
who being lord of all creatures , would that 
they ſhould giue teſtimony of deuine and (o- 
neraine Maielty , that was tolded vp un the 
ignominy ot the Crofle, ard abaſement ot his 
paſſion. And that the world , ſceing theſe pro- 
digies and maruclous fignes , ſhould dilpole it 
ſelt to recciue the light of the Goſpel , and to 
belicue that this man crucified and dead on 
the Croile ( who was after preached by the 
Apoſiics) -was alſo true God as all the Ele- 
ments and heauens had atteſted at his death. 
And it the inlenfible things haue ſo much re- 
ſented . our Sauiours death , with how much 
more reaion ought man to reſſcnt it , and be 
gratefull tor it , tiace the worke was done for 
his good ?and it he haue no (cnſe of it , how 
can he call himſelf man, fince he hath not the 
hart of a man but of a tygre ; that he is harder 
then iron or ſteel and cuen then the ſtones 
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ble, fince for to dehuer vs from them , we 


which cleaft at his death ? The vaile of the , ,,,- 
Temple was rent in the middeſt , as the Euan- 15 Luc, 
geliits write (although of two vailes that were ** 19-59 
in the Temple , the one within , t'h' other 
without , there be ſome authors ſay , that but 

one of 


22 | The life of our lord. 


one. of them brake, others ſay both ) to decla- 
Teevalle re that the old law was now ccaſcd ; and 
Temple the ſacrifices of beaſts, (by the death of the 
rent» jnnocent lambe which was offercd in —_ 
tuall ſacrifice ) had loſt their torce , and that 
the | vaile of the rinde and letter of the old 
teſtament being taken away ,there were diſ- 
couered the Myſterious Sacraments ,- which 
were contained in them , andthat the pate of 
heauco was opencd, and now there was noth- 
Fobrem, 10g more to hinder our entry: St.Ephraim addes 
ſer. de more, who was St. Baſiles compagnion (and 
= his autority is great in all he writes according 
Icroms . 
d: Scripr. tO Saint Icrome) that when the vayle of the 
Eccl. in Temple did rende, at the ſame inſtant a Joue 
Ep'r, flew out of the Temple : to fignicy vnto vs 


A that the ſpirit of our lord had already lett that 


179 Temple ,where only he had bin adored and 


ſerued for ſo many yeares, and that ſhortly it 

ſhould be ruincd and deſtroyed, and become 

the ſcorn of the Gentiles : and for confirmation 

thereof SaintIerome ſays : that in the Goſpel 

of the Nazarcens (which himſclt tranſlated into 

Latine) it is rclated that at the ſame tune and 

with the ſame trembling of the earth , the ſus 
perliminarie which is the lintell or ſuperiour 
Aier:Ep, Ronc of the Gate of the Temple, fell downe; 
x50, and that the Angells that preſided there were 
heard to ſay : Lett ws goe henie : this alto doth 

Euſebe write to hauc happened at the time 

of the paſſion of our lord. The graves did li- 

Eufeb, in {exy1ſe open ,and many riſe of the dead , who 
Aeot were {een by many in Icrufalem allthough 
that were aſter our lords rcfurreQion, as we 

ſhall fay on that feſt, | | 
Towards the cuening of this ſad and do- 
 lefullday, Ioſcph of Acmaihia and Nicodgmus, 

om » perſons of quality and Diſciples of our lord , 
from the With Pilates permiſſion took down the bbdy, 
_ from the Crofle, gave it tohis bleſſed Mother 
borer mn who was within three paces ot the Crofle : who 
beholding him now to be dead, the head all 

picrced with thorns, the eyes bloody , and all 

the body tullot wounds , the feete and handes 

bored through with great nailes ,and his fide 

opened with a lance, it is not to be thought, 

how ſharp the ſword of gricte was, that picr= 

ccd hir ſoule. So that if God had not miracu- 

louſly ſupplyed her with ſtrength, the fight ot 

that pititull ſpeacle had ouerwhelmed her : 

but being ailcd with the forces that loue gauc 

her , and with that ſubmiſſion and conformity 

which ſhe had vato the devine will , the Mo- 

ther embraced courrageouſly that mangled bo- 

dy of her only ſonne, our lord.She put het face 

amid{t the thorns of his facred head : and laid 

his body cloſe againſt her breaſt , Kiſſed his 

facc (all bloodying her owne with hir decre 

ſonnes blood) ww, waſhed it with her warme 

tearcs. Finally, for that night approched, and 

that the duty of his buriall was to be accom- 

Pliſtt, that day , by reaſon , of the ſolemaity 


| of the Paſche , they tooke the ſonnes body 


from out of the Mothers armes : and amidit 
thoſe riucletts of tcares that fell from the eyes 
ot Saint Iohn , Mary Magda!en,and fie other 
Maries and deuout women , that were the- 
re, with quantity cf Myrrhe and other aro- 
matickes, he was annointed (according to the —_— 
Jewes cuſtome of burying the dead ) _ WIAP- to. 1. p. 
ped vp in a White linnen ſheet , which the 1:Mera_ |} 
Duke of Savoye hath at this preſent , and is |5; ®3*% 
kept and ſhewed in the Church at Turin, with clae.@ut > 
great reverence , where 18 imprinted the torme ©-1: | 
of our lord , as they putt him into the Sepula 
chre. They couered his face with alinnen cloth 
that the Virgin ( as Mcetaphraſt writes) gaue to 
Ioſeph , which afterward was preſcruced from 
burning miraculouſly , as Bedewrites ; and pla- 
ccd the body in a new Sepulcher of ſtone, 
wherin no body had yet been layd , Ioſeph 4 
hauing prepared it for himſelf. For the new 76. wm 
man ought to be putt into a new Sepulcher, be was } 
and t'was not fitt that any other ſhould be _ ; 
buried there: to the end that when our Saui- ginaue 
our ſhonld riſe againe they might not ſay nor from Ca- | 
ſulpe& , that it might be an other , and not 4,7." 
he that was riſen. This Sepulcher was neere Theat.ter 
Mount Caluary in the vault of a garden , fo *P-7 % 
as the paſſion of our Saviour began in a gar- 
den , it ſhonld likewiſe end in one : and that 
there ſhould be payed the treſpaſſc which our 
frſt tather-committed in the Garden of a terreſ- 
triall Paradiſe , and that this paſſion ſhould 
finally condutt vs to the garden of heaucn, 
where the flowers fade not, the fruits drye nor, 
and where there js an cuerlaſting ſpring. 
Our Lord died , according to the more pro- 1 
bablc opinion the three and thirtith ycare and | 
third menth' of his age, the five and tweneth 
day of March, on a friday at the ninth hogyer | 
which js at three ofthe atter noone. others thin- Tefus bis |» 
ke that he liyed but thirtic two yearcs comple 3® | 
te , and that he dyed at the beginipg of his 
three and thirtith, 

So ſoone as our Lord expired , leaving 
his dead body on the Croffc, his bleſſed toule 
ynutcd with the divinity deſcended into hell, 
where were the ſoules of the Patriarks and holy 
fathers;Which deuinity was never ſeparated from 
the body ofIefus Chriſt,nor from his ſoule,after 
that by the hypoſtaticall vnion, it was vnited 
to the ſacred humanity , although the ſoule g,,-.. c.: 
was ſeparate from the body :and therfore we pioleg: 
ſay that Jeſus Chriſt dyed , as truly he was 3*:4e ve- 


dead , thoſe three days that his ſoule yas deſ- fs af 


_ cended, and his body in the Sepulcher : but app p- 45 


the three days being paſt , the ſoule returned 57 _ 
to vnite with the now glorious body, and our 133. twa; 
Lord did riſe vi&orious oucr death and finne, 2 *in 3- 
and A ouer hell and the deuill. He ap- re uk 


peared fir 


days, 


Teſus 


days , and at the end mounted the heauens , 
' in preſence of his ſacred Mother, of his Diſci- 
ples,and other holy company : he was receiued 
of all the Angells with incredible ioy, hnging, 
and alacrity , and was ſeated at the right hand 
of his Father , aboue all creatures , vpon the 
throne belonging to his regall Maieſty : ten 
daycs after, he ſent the holy Ghoſt Contolator 
vpon his Diſciples, as he had promiſed vnto 


creation 
nd A(> 


_— =—T them,that ſo enlightned and inflamed with that 

Meta Ghoſt, fire of deuine loue , they ſhould announce the 
_ _——_ through the world , and ſhould dif- 
e.lau& perſe the darknelle of ignorance. and blindne« 
n 


of Idolatry, and ſhould Kindle in the harts of 
cold men , the flames of the ſame loue, which 
burned in their breaſts, as we ſhall treat ther- 
of more amply in their proper places. _ | 

Now the good Ieſus, our head, and all 


,"ſ Tefas ' Our good , is leated in heaucn ( as we haue 
Th: 
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Fbe cighe ming the office of Aduocate , and interceeding 
and of for vs, ſhewing his Father the cicatrices of his 


* tome | ; 
we. F <p wounds , of fcet and hands; and ot his facred 
engeh ermeth fide, which he receiued for vs on the Crofle , 


w: +, and hath kept them fince his Reſurrefion for 
to ſhew them to hun. He ruleth and gouverneth 
his Church from aboue ; he 1s and will be with 
her , as he hath promiſed , cuea t» the con- 
ſummation ot the world, diſtributing his graces, 
and mcritcs, vntill che time det<rmined by the 
fame Lord , to putt an cnd to all time , be 
come, when he (ſhall appcare replete with 
Maieity, to judge the liuing, and giue to cuery 
one the guerdon or paine which their wor- 
kes deſeruc. The wicked , that have not imi- 
tated his life , nor gratefully acknowledged 
his death, he will eſtrange trom his face with 
his 'maledi&ion , and fend them to eternall 
torments : the juſt, that have made their pro- 
fit of his blood, ſhall be received into the ha- 
bitations of peace and ioy, tor to partake ot 
the happy vition of God ior all eternity. This 
fame lord , by the blood ;, which with fo 
incſtimable charity , he hath ſhed ſor vs on 
tle Crofle, graunt vs all the grace to acknow- 
ledge and Five thankes for ſo inco.nparablc 
a benehite , holding forth his moſt holy lite, 
death, and paſſion for a mirror aud pattern, 
for light and guide ot all our thoughts, words, 
and workes, to the 'cnd that to dooing we 
may be conformable vnto him , and rendred 
participant of his grace and glory, Amen. 
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tes faid) at the right hand of his Father, pertor- | 
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HERE FOLLOW THE FIVE 
moouadle Feaſts, in which are ce- 
lebrared the Reſurrecion,and Alcen- 
ſion of our Redeemer lefus Chriſt, 
and the comming ofthe holy Gholt, 
the Myſtery of che bleſſed Trimty, 
and the inſtitution of the moſt blel- 
led Sacrament, which feaits are here 
put after the life of our lord, as an- 
nexed vnto it , for that they haue 
neither month nor day certaine, on 
which chey can be fixed, asthe others 
haue; 


Os ———_— _y 


E arc to conſider three x4, p.; 
things in the moſt gladio- Gurettis 
me and glorious Myttery of 9% 
the Reſurrection. Firlt the 
cauſesſutable . tht uur lord 
NS Jeius Chriit ſhould rife a- 
F#. Ws (65 aine, and that the third 
day.Secondly the mcanes whereby he did riſe, 
_ and what the Church tcacheth vs ot this article of 
faith and tacred Myttery. Thirdly whet we ought 
to learn and imtatc in this Reſurreftion of 
our lord for to partake ot the ioy therot, aud 
of the truite of his ſacred paſſion. 
As to the firſt , it was moſt conuenient why our 
that our Sauiour ſhould rife againe . betore. S2uivur 
the generall. Reſerre&ion , for although there —— 
had been no repugnancy in the thing -t lelce, 
that Ieſus Chritt ſhould deterre his Returrefion 
vntill the cad of the world , and that in the 
meane time his foule ſeparate from the body 
had aſccnded the heauens ; neurrthelefle, con- 
fidering the deuine decree, and the Prophe- 
cycs, and the meritts ot our lord, and what +, je, 
is more for our good, it was a thing of great of 1 (+, 
importance that he ſhould riſe the third day .fot ©" 
that the life of Ieſus Chriſt, being the lire of wore 
God and man , was of more worth then a!l tb-n all 
that is created , and ſo to giue a lite of infini- m—_— | 
te price tor the ſaluation of men , which is TT 
a finite thing , although it were with inten + 
tion to reluane it againe pretently. with great 
glory and ſplendor , was a guift of infinite va- 

Icw , which man can not enough priſe nor giue 
thankes tor, as he ought. Whertore, as St. Leo germ x, 
ſaith, it was moſt conuenient , that the dead dc Retr, 
fleſh of our lord which was in the Sepul- 

cher , ſhould ſoon be reunited to his moſt 

bleſſed ſoule , and there to have lite ,that, ſuch 


Ne 


AT ve 
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a dcath reſembled wy rather then death;tor 
| by reaſon of vnion to the word, the reparation 
& Was 


was. promptly performeJ by that life of ſo 

high a dignity :ſo that as he was dead , was 

by deuine diſpenſation, for our ſaluation;which 

now being repaired and remedied by his death, 

the ReſurreQion was at the fame inſtant due. 

And if it were retarded thrice days, it was to 

aſſure vs of the verity of his death , and that 

there remained no pretence of doubt in it, 

and to fulfill the ſayings of the po noma we 

euen of Icſus Chriſt who had ſo foretold it : 

and if eucry thing deſires to be in his place , 

and out of it receiucth violence ( whence it 

—_ comes , that the fire in the mines ,and ayre in 
= the hollowes and bowells of the carth, in be- 

roZe iv jng detained againſt their nature , do worke 
bis place, {© ſtrange and dreadfull effets) we may then 
iudge that the body of Icſus Chriſt that was 

vnited to his deuvinity was not in its proper 

- - place incarth , noron the cold ſtones, and that 

it ought not to be eaten of wormes , nor tur- 

ncd to rotteneſſe , corruption , or duſt (which 

are cfteds of finne) this moſt facred body , 1 

fay , that was formed by vertue of the holy 
Ghoſt, and that came forth of the moſt pure 

The Re- wombe of the Virgin , cleerer then the ſunne 
forr<c> and no ways lyable ro the leaſt ſtaine or ſhad- 
tiw dow ot finne. Againe , the glory of the reſur- 


_— rc&ion was due to the humility of Icſus Chriſt. 


| humility For our lord abfling and humbling himſelf 


of lcfus *for the glory and obedience of his cternall 
Father , cuen to the profoundeſt extremiay 
imaginable,cying ſo dolorous and ignominious 

a death , it was fortable to deuine juſtice , to 

honor and raiſe this lord as much as he had 
humbled himi«lt for his loue : and to giue him 

the prize he had ſo well deſerued, in glority- 

ing the body, which had ſo much cndured, 
without abandoning it vntocarth; but raiſing 

it and reucſting it with guiſts of glorie , and 
placing it at hisright hand. This is that which 

S. Paul faith, writing to the Philippians : Teſws 

Chriſt was obedient wvnto death , euen the death 

of the Croſie , wherfore God exalted bim and 
Philip. » gave bim 4a name aboue all names ; and our 
Saujour gaue the ſame reaſon ynto his Diſci- 

1%y going to Emaus : vas it not neceſiary, ſaith 

e , that Jeſus Chiiſt should ſuffer , and ſo enter 

ento bis glory ? —__ vnderſtand that by 

his ſuffcrings and his bloud he had gaincd and 

md mcrited his bodies glory, The Reſurre&on was 
= lkewiſc neceſlarie to prove his divinity ; for 
tion as it ſuffiſeth not to behieue, for our ſaluation, 
«n 37g2- that our lord lefus Chriſt is true man , if we 
pour the COnfelle not alſo that he is true God: it can 
cwvity not be proued by a ſtronger argument , then 
Chinn, Þy that ot his Relurre&ion : and fo St. Paul 
faith ; that Jeſus Chriſt had bin declarcd to be 

the tonne or God by the miracles he wrought: 

and by the ſpirit of ſanAification which he 

gave vato the taithtull: and tor having , by 

his owne vertu , raiſed himſelf ;ifrom death to 


hie, All which is prope to that lord , who hath | 


24. Of che glorious Reſurreion of our lord. 


given man his being , when he was nothing, Rem. »; ©! 
and who with his omnipotent hand , hath bin Fe 
able to draw him forth of the Abyſiof nothing, 

and producehim to the light, and reſpiration 

of life. T'is he only that can reſtore heat to a 

ſiffe dead body, and render to the cold aſhes 

their firſt vigor , and to broken bones their 
former ſolidity. Whence it commeth , that Das 

vid treating of our lords Reſurrection , and 
painting him riding vpon death, as he that 

ring tiom the dead , had triumphed over it, 
renders this reaſon : becauſe bis name is, Lori, yi. e. 
Jn ſomuch, as the Reſurrefion of Ieſus Chriſt 

was as the royall lcale, which giueth the ſtam- 

pe to the royall prowfions, and maketh that 

they are kept as the Kings Proviſions : ' ſo 

Jeſus Chriſt by riſing againe declared maniteſt- 

ly that his workes were ot God, for that God 

alone can reſuſcitate : alſo when the Iewes dee 
manded fignes of Jeſus Chriſt whence he was, 

he gaue them always the figne of the Reſur- 
re&ion, as the moſt powerlull : he tells them; 
diſiolue this Temple , and I will raiſe it againe mn 
the third Jay :and St. Iohn taketh notice that 195% 
he ſpake of the Tewple ot his body, An other Z 
time he gaue them the ſigne of Ionas the Pro- — 
rhet , who was the figure of the ReſurreRion ; | 
for as Ionas was three days and three nights 
in the whales belly without , leſion or harme , 
ſo Jcſus Chriſt was three days and three nights 
in the carths belly , with out detriment or 
corruption. 

The ReſurreQion ofTeſus Chriſt was likewi- 
ſc neceſſary for vs, for that it isthe foundation = 
on which our faith and hope is built. All the {uec. 
workes of Ieſus Chriſt and all that he did and won : 
ſuffered tended to this end. For although our © ; 
lord hath ioyned the glory and Maieſty of his * the © 
Reſurreion with the ignominy of the Croff, groundef -; 
yet there are found many Gentiles and Infi- 9% faith 
dells , that acknowledge not Icſus Chriſt 
for God , cſteeming death to be a thing vn- 
worthy of God: what would they ſay, ſhould 
they be preached vato ,that Ieſus Chriſt dycd 
and were not riſen againe ? without doubt they 
would be more obſtinate and hardned , and 
would haue ſome pretext tor their error ,and 
{ome exculc for their deluſion. For , to dye 
is proper to man, but to riſe again is proper 
only to God: ſo as, it would not be any great 
wonder that they eſteemed him but asa fiwple 
man ,denying him the quality of God.So faith 
faith St. Auguſtine : it is ea(y to beliewe that 
Teſus Chniſt is dead , fince the Tewes , Pagans, 
and all the wicked do belitue it : But Chriſtians 
faith is the Reſurreftion of Feſws Chriſt : This a 
is our impreſe , our blazon to behieue that OP | 
Icſus Chriſt is riſen againe : but what ſhall I +4, x., | 
ſay of our hope ? 7; Jeſus Chiiſt te not riſen turredti« 
againe ( \aith St, Paul ) waine then 3s our bope, ©" -w = 
preaching, and your faith , our paynes and ſwea- life of ou 
ting are falſe ond inj1ut#uvus. For it lefus — hopes 

6 not 


be not riſen againe, none of ys can hope to | 
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Low, 2; | | that he kept that hope in his breaſt and inhis hart 
| ; riſe againe, ſince our hope hath no other foun- | S. Leo Pope faith : The caſe of our Reſurrecs 
dation or propp , then the Reſurreftion of Ie- | tion tezxan in leſus Chriſt becauſe in that lord, 
ſus Chriſt; and that hope being loſt, all the vi- | who 4iz4 for vs al , is the modell and ſus 
gor and firmnes of our fayth finketh and va- | rety of owr bove. Let vs not d41ubt, by deffid:n:e, 
niſheth away. No man would praQtiſe vertue, | and lett ws not be wncertaine nor in ſalpenſe, 
nor decline the pleaſures !of the world, to | that it 5ball be or not : b+t rather hauing r2c-t- 
thinke of eternall life ; and the molt holy (faith | wed, in Teſas Chriſt the berinning of bis promi- 
a Paul ) woald be the moſt vahappy and | /es, we allready ſee , with th' eyes of faith, what 
; miſerable , becauſe they depriue themſelues of | ws hope for, and haue What we telecue, 
humane delights, which the wicked enioy , and | And St. Cyril, Archbiſhop of lerufalem, ſpea« 
al. 6; will be likewiſe depriued ofeternall glory which | King of the Reſurretion of our lord®; faith z cxecv; 
the good hope for , for their laboucs. Who is | The-hope of our Reſurrettion is the root of | 18- 
he , who knowing that he ſhall not riſe againe, | a/l good worker ; for that the expefation of 
nor cnioy that future happines which we ex- | recompence awakens the minde to take paines, 
pet, would macerate his body . with faſtings | and all men are encouraged to Yorke , When they 
and haircloth , diſciplines , and other pennan- | know they hall receiue profit therby , Yhi:h cea- 
| ces and auſterities , dying often to this life , if | /ing , the hart faints , the body is broken and 
$ they did beleeue that after death there were no | wearyed. The: ſouldier that promiſeth himſelfe 
6. happines to be found ? what noble Damſell, | reward goes couragiously to the warrs , no man 
E, rich , -young , and beautifull would quitt her | Would fizbt for that king , that cared not » bat 
part of the joys of marriage ,and encloſe her | hazard or danger he thru#s bis ſouldiers vpon , 
4 ſelfe withia toure walls, to be mortified and | In the ſame manner he that hopes in the Keſur- 
lo. 8 ' 22 buried to his life, but the firme hope ſhe hath, | re#:on , mak-s his conſcience render bum account : 
1 that her body , when worne out with faſtings | be that belieues it not , letts the raines looje to 
— and other auſterities , and affli ted for Icles all bis appetites , and precipitates his ruine and 
Chriſt ſhall riſe againe with Ieſus Chriſt in | perdition : He that belienes bis bodtes reſurrefiion, 
ſplendor and glory ? What ſhall I fay of the | keepes it as the garment of bis ſoule , without 
moſt valiant Martyrs , who with fo great | /pott , or rupture, an1 the neateſt that be 
. courage and conſtancy haue offered their bo- | can ; the other that belieuss nothing of it, 
dies to hunger,thirſt, fire, cold, to the torture, | me/n/erb bis body as if it were oniy lent bim , 
to the gibbet, and all forts of tor:nents and | ſoyling with fins and wices that robe which God 
deaths imaginable ? Hoyy could thay haue en- | bath given him. And not only the faith and He goon 
; durcd them , had they not been tortified by | hopeofa Chriſtian is animated and avg:nent2a verurs 
tous 4 this certaine hope , that the bodies thus torne | by our lords ReſurreQion , but alſo . Gm gn ny 
e | and conſumed , will riſe againe whole and | enflamed , and all other vertues do ſprout , by %.:ur- 
Tefus "i erfe& , repleat with glory and ſplendor ? a | contideration of this deuine Myſtery. For this ref on of 
_ "* Prigeur- _ which they could not have had , ifIeſus |. reaſon did- our Redeemer leſus Chriſt proue 
undof jc there Chriſt had not riſen againe. But becauſe our | by ſo many ways that he wasriſen and ſhewed 
faith, F shallbe Jord is riſen , we know for certaine that we} himſelte to\ſo many witneſſes. The Apoſtles $t, 
2 *MD* ſhall alſo riſe againe , and that the me:nbers | Peter and Saint Paul labour ſo much to ;er- 
4 ſhall pertake with the h:ad : The ſouldiers go | ſuade this ReſurreQion ; holy Churchpreacheth 
where the Capitaine goeth,where the king is, | and ſapporteth it , and the holy Doors by di- 
there are the ſeruants oft his Court and hou- | verſe arguments and finilitudes proue and ex- 
ſe , and all the parentage give the ſame coat | plicate it : for although it be a thing beyoad 
of armes with their Chiefe. And fince Chriſt | all humane reaſon, and the Philotophers and 
our lord is our fleſh, our blood , the eldeſt of | Hereticks haue impvgned it, yet it is the toun- 
all humane kind , the firſt born of the dead, | dation and baſis of our faith, it is the lungs an4 
(he being the firſt that hath riſen to an immor- | ſpirit thut giues reſpiration and life to all oar 
tall life by his owne proper force and vertue) | good workes ; to the end that knowing weare 
if he hath riſen , wealſo ſhall riſe, and ſhall be | to riſe againe, and that thereis remainiag for vs 
where heis. Whence it cones , that patient Iob | an eternity of repoſe to enioy , and that the 
making mention of the Reſurre&ion of Ieſus | fame body that worketh , and laboceth now, 
Chriſt , draws a conſequentiall hope of his | ſhall be glorified , wedo no not looſe courage 
own reſurrection , ſaying : I k»ow for certain | in the middeſt of ſo many ſtormes and mile« 
| Job. 19.3 that my Redeemer liueth, which is, tollowing | ries of this life. 
er.15 p-q 53+ the explication of St. Thomas, I know certainly The manner , therfore , of our Sauiours , _ 
TY that leſus Chriſt is riſen from death to life: | Reſurre&ion. and what our holy faith teacheth cb: ft ovg 
efti- Holy Iob what conclude you from thence?he | vs of this article (which isthe ſecond thing we $-viove 
f le concludeth, that leſus Chriſt being riſen agai- | have propoſed) is in ſumme, that the combat © *** 
fou ne , he ought alſo toriſe from earth at the laſt | ot his paſon being now ended. , when th- , 
D day, and bercinueſted with skin and fleſh,and | infernall Dragon thought to haue obtained 
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viſtory of the Tambe , the power of his Di- 
uiniiy began to ſhine in his ſoule , with which 
our moit puifſant Lion , leauing his body 
on the Croſle , vnited to the ſame divinity, 
deſcended into hell , where having taken and 
ouercome that ſtrong armed, tooke away the 
rich ſpoyles there detained captiue. For tO 
make an end to the affaire of our ſaluation , 
our lord gaue not oucr till he had entred the 
baſeſt place in the world , which 15 hell, there 
to triumphe oucr cur aduerſay ; alſo to Viſit 
and dehiver the Fathers who were there,and 
to give them a new life , nor to ceaſe vouill 
he had taken them with him to heaucn: and 
thouzh he deſcended not chither in quality of 
a finner , yet was ita work of incomparable 
humility to deigne ro enter with his foule 1n- 
to a place {5 intef , to: give. the newes him- 
ſelf vnto the holy Fathe1s there, of their ran- 
ſome and hiberty, tor to teach vs, that thethings 
which God recommends vnto vs , although 
they be abie&, we ought to proſecute vnto 
the end , and not to recommend them , or 
cauſe them to be executed by others, but to 
per.orme them our fclues. The molt bleſſed 
ſoule of Icſus then entred into thoſe obicure 


* and darkſome caucs of Limbus, and cnlight- 


The ioy 
otrie H, 
Fathcrs 

anLimbos 


The Toy 
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ned them with the fpleodor of his glory, chan- 
ging then intoa Paradiſe, to the indicible con- 
tenatment and joy of thoſe holy foules , who 
expected that moſt happy hower., in which 
their glorious lib-rator was to deliver them out 
of that deplorable captiuity; There were thoſe 
who for twothoulandand foure thoutand yea- 
res had fighed after that incomparable bene- 
fit. We may conc@ure what their ioy was 
by their giea! and anxious defires , by their 
long «xpectance ,and by the exccllency ot 
the thing dehred ; Joy which ought at leaſt 
to euall the perplexity of their wiſhes : for 
if a torcent of watcr be retained for many 
days, when they come to raite the {luce , or 
bre.ke downe the banke , we ſee how itapc- 
tuouſly it guſhcth forth : what might do the 
deſires then of fo many ſoules, Rayed and dc- 
tained 1o many thouſands ot yeares eſpecially 
when they ſaw their hell changed into a hea- 
ucn , and there to finde all the bleſſings that 
hu:nane will could defare ? for they had there 
the cl.ere viſion of the devine ciicnce in 
its {.e beauty. And as there is no good in 
heauen nor on <carth comparable vato God, 
ſo is there no ioy equall, tothe poſſeſſion and 
viſion o: God, who is the hcaucn and termi- 
nation of all our wiſhes, And if thofe holy 
ſoules were tranfported with an ineſtimablc 
joy , what might be that which cur Rece- 
mcr had, ſceing himſelfe vi&orious over death, 
triumphant ouer hell, the glorificator of thoſe 
Saints, and the fruit he allready legan to reap 
of his death and paſſion ? there js no ſoule 
that Can cxplicate it, nor intelle& of Apgell 


| when he expired on the Croſle , vatill the Chryl. 


comprehend the greatnes of his joy. The pre- 
ſence of our lord brought vato all the place, 
clarity aud ioy : the diuells only, and the dam + The cy 
ned ſoules, in their helliſh dennes of ſhadow _— 
and darknes , betooke themſelues to howle, 4amncd, 
and tremble: the dewills by finding themſelnes 
deccived, and defpoyled by the Crofle of Te» 

ſus Chriſt , of the Empire and dominion which 

they had gott of finners through the whole 
world, the which they would likewiſe haue 
extended ypon the iuit and innocent : the 
damned ſoules had alſo a new and accidentall 
torment, ing that through their fault they Aug. Ep; 
enjoyed not the benefit of Redemption com- *=li.g. 
municated to the ſoules of the holy Fathers. —_ 
leſus Chriſt his ſoule was in Limbusfrom Ter de a+ 
three of the Clocke on friday after noone , An 


Foint of day of the Sunday following , in 74-9 

which hower ( according to the more common _— 

opinicn of the Doors) this moſt bleſſed ſou- Svar. w, 

le accompanied with that ſhining squadion %' 3.01 

of holy Fathers , and 1nnvumecrable Angells Ns Long 

canc vnto the Sepulcher , where lay his ou- 

traged body , all diſigured , and wrapped vp 

in a ſhecte ,and the tace couered with alinnen 

cloth, 2nd entring therin , reinueſted jt with 

immenſe clarity, rerdring it beautifull aboue 

all beauties. So doth the ſunne when paſſing 

through ſome thick clowde , which he mectes 

with 1n his courſe, he clceres it with his bea- 

mes, adorns and puilds it ſo, as it ſcemeth to 

be the ſunge it iclte, Our lord came forth of 

the Scpulcher now immortall ,glorious , and Geo. 41, 

ſtining with his foure cadowments , of clati- 

ty , inpaſſibility , agility , and ſubrility : He ca- 

me forth wihout mouing from its, place the * 

{tone that ſhut the Sepulchcr , as he came forth © 

of the Virgins woinbe , without touch of her 

integrity ) though after he was gone forth, the 

carth trembled., the Sepulcher opened , the 

Anvgcells appeared and publiſhed his Reſur- 

rection , wherot they were good witneſſes, 

Our Lord came forth of the Sepulcher like 

vnto an other Ioſeph out of priſon , veſted 

with a robe of immortality , not for being the 

Sauiour of Egypt , but of all the, world. He Ettver s, 

cane forth like to another Mardocheus, trium+ and 7. 

phing our dexth, leaving Aman , his enemy, 

hxed to the ſame gibbet which had been pre- 

pared for him. He came forth like another To- 

Nnzs out the whales belly without hurt of 

that blood-ſucking monſter , nor frightned by 

the turbulcnt waucs. Like to another Daniel _ T4. 

from the denne of the hungry Lions , who ** © 

touched not the holy Prophet, but tore in 

peeccs thoſe tha? caſt him in : He went forth 

like an otker Samſom , who rifing at midnight 

bruke the gates and locks of the City ot Gaza, 

mecking at the counſclls and praftiſes ot his 

enemics, He went furth like an other Moſes 

who was taken out ofthe watcrs, and poore 
Cradle 


Exod. 2, 


he cry 
"the di- 
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cradle of ruſhes for to deſtroy Pharoe with all 
his power and Chariots. 
Preſently after, this moſt pious Lord went 


arceth ro 


{ls w_ Heappe» £0 Viſit his bleſſed Mother , to cheete andcleere 
umn 


that obſcured heauen , to vncouer that Eclip- 
ther. fed moone, and to ſtop yp the reares of thoſe 
Amb, c.3- chaſt eyes, that had not bin dry ſince his paſ- 
- 37 fon. For ifthoſe that accompany leſus Chriſt 
Anſclm, in his ſufferings ( as the Apoſtle faith ) _— 
de exerc+ likewiſe to accompany him in his glory , who 
—_— ought to be the firſt and moſt favored in the 
vitaChri- 10y of the Reſurre&ion of our Lord , but ſhe 


his Mo* 


"Be a - OO who had moſt felt the paines and o— 
ntra "| g, ion, of the Croſſe? it was ikely that the bleſſed 


Cs 41, 


ſther 6 - 
1d 7. 


an. 14, 


dis 26, 


od. 2, 
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off c. 25+ Virgin was retired into ſome oratory , there 
quar-t9.2 attending this new light with cryes and fighs 
of her ſoulc , begging of her deare fonne that 
he would riſe _ comfort her , when ſuddenly 
the tonne roſe glorious and preſented himſel- 
fe before his Mothers eyes , with a gratious 
countenance , and like a glafſe without a 
= , full of Devine glory What tongue can 
et forth , or what ſoule imagine the Virgins 
ioy , when ſhe ſaw the body ot her moſt deere 
The teu {Onne,fo beautifull, ſo glorious, fo reſplendent, 
der loue and thoſe wounds which betore hau ſo picr- 
=O ced her hart, become ſo many fountaines of 
bis Mo- loue ? when ſhe faw him not more among 
ther. theeues, but enuironed with Angellsand ſaints? 
Not recommending her from the Crofle to 
his beloued Diſciple , but giuing her the holy 
kiſſe of peace ? This the Uirgins ioy was fo 
exceſſive , that her hart could not hane ſuſtai- 
ned it, if God , by a ſpeciall mizacle , had 
not aſſiſte} her, She held her ſonne fo ſtraitly 
cmbraced , that ſhe could not looſe her ſelte 
of him : ſhe prayd him not to ſtirre , and ſei- 
zed ſo with gladnes , could not ſpeake. What 
penne can deſcribe what paſſcd between ſuch 
a Mother and ſuch a ſonne? The embracements, 
and feelings of thoſe bleiſed harts ? It is more 
fitt to be meditated on in a profound hilence, 
for to ediſy our ſoules. Due ponderation is 
better then ſpeaking or writting of it. But 
Othtrap» becauſe it was moſt fit and convenient that 
pariri0ns the Reſurreftion of our Lord ,wiich had bin 
Lord, fo ſecret , ſhould be made manifeſt , and that 
there ſhould be many ocular witneſſes , who 
might divulge it ( among whom the Mother 
might not be belieued, becauſe a Mother ) our 
Lord , the ſame ſunday , appeared firſt to St. 
Mary Magdalene alone ; who with ſo many 
teares and [obbs, embalmed the Sepulcher and 
could not part thence, and then to her, and 
the other Maries and deuout women , who 
$Mar xs, fought him with ſuch diligence. And after, in 
S.Mar.vel the ſhape of a Pilgrim , vnto the Diſciples 
erucvel ooing to Emaiis, teaching, illminating, and in- 
_ | nr their harrs; infine diſcovering himſelf, 
who he was, by breaking of the bread , and 
adminiſtring to them his facred body. He 


appeared allo the ſame day vato St. Peter , as | 


| toapenitent who bewailed hisfinnes,ahd with 
ſorrow for hauing denied him, was dead rather 
then alive. At laſt he catred the refe&ory 
(the doores being ſhutt ) where the Apoſtles 
were aſſembled , and Rtvod in the miiddeſt of 
them , ſpake to them, and comforted them, 
ſhewing them the glory of his Reſutre&ion. 
Beſides theſe and other apparitions which 
our Sautour made,during the forty days that he 
was on carth after his riſing , he would that 
there ſhou!d be other witneſſes from heauen, 
which are the Angeils, and many of the Saints 
of Limbus ; who roſe after him , and entred 
leruſalem appearing to many,diſcouering vato 
them Iclus Chriſt his vitoriesin Limbus , and 
the glory of his Reſurr-&ion. 
Now what we ought moſt to attend ,is, _ we 
to imitate the Reſurrettion of cur Lord : for "1; * 
as he died to Kill our death , fo did he rife a- nt: the 
aine firſt to raiſe our ſoules, and then our ures 
oldies: and that euery one ſhould vnderſtand our £-rds 
that the life which he liuech, is no more his, Rows 6+ 
but Geds ,and that he endeauout , through 
his grace to employ it in his ſeruice S Paul 
writes : that we Chriſtians ought to hue , as 
perſons which haue bin dead , and are railed agats 
ze : in the (ame manner as we read of ſome 
that dyed , and then returned miraculouſly to 
lite, and lived ſome time among men, lezding 
a ſtrange manner of life, and rather as poeple 
ot the other world then of this ; ſo would 
the Apoſtle hauc vs lead the ſame lite , as 
perſons raiſed agaitic, | | 
And in an other paſſage, declaring it mo- 
re at large, he faiih : that , if we haue riſen Cello 
with Ieſus Chriſt , we ſtould ſeeke che things _ 
that are aboue, and know the things ofheauen, 
where Ieſus Chriſt 1s ſitting at the right hand 
of his Fazher : giuing vs to vaderſtand that 
we ought to proceed rather as poeple of an 
other world , then of this ; and mount the 
higheſt heaucn aboue the Angells, Cher. bins, 
and Seraphins , cuen to the throne of Iclus 
Chriſt who fitteth at the right hand of God 
the Father : vato which our Lord doth invite 
vs'by his example , not only in riſing againe, 
and mounting the heauens : but alſo affording 
vs ſtrength and courage to do it: for in that 
conſiſteth the grace of the Goſpeil , and the 
glory of the ReſurreRtion of Iefus Chrift. And 
in an other place St. Paul faith : that as Teſus 
Chriſt did rife from the dead , for the glory 
of his Father , ſo muſt wewalke in a new lite, 
that being conformable to Ieſus Chriſt in his 
death, we may likewiſebe in his Reſurrettion ; 
This was the way which the Saints tooke, 
And $.Greg : Nazianzene ſpeaking ot himſelte. 
Yeſterday ( ſaith he) { was with Teſws Chriſt on 
the Croſse , to day I am glorified with bim; I'was Greg 
yeſterday buried ,to day 1 riſe with him. And $. Naziau, 
Paulin ſaith: Get thee gone enemy , avay feare, 


fly finne , death is dovune , and the life hich bath 
G raijed 
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raiſed Teſus Chriſt , calls me to heauen * he is 


In Pana- 4-24 , through my death , he died for me, and 
. bag bath bin viforious for me, to the end that thelife 
Clio of God might be the death of my finne. 

- © happy he that dyes with leſus Chriſt, 
and riſeth , and lueth with Jeſus Chriſt. Happy 
he, who in ſo folemne and gloriousa day as 
is that of the Reſurre&ion otour Lord(when 
heauen and earth, Angelis and men ,the ſo*- 
ne and the Mother, the maſter , and the Dif- 
Ciples , the living and the dead do 1o reioyce, 
and which day none but the diuells feel for- 

_ row , hcll being 10':bed oi its ſpuiles , and 
death being conquered ) partcipateth of th: 
joy of this tcaſt ; and if he be juſt , he belee- 
uethin iuſtice , andif d:ſiatangied of all things 
of the earth, he tranſporteth his hart to hea- 
ven, and there views lelus Chriſt ſeated at the 
right hand of his Fathes , and it he be a ſinner 
and deadto Gn, he may beg his grace(which 
he never refuſeth to thote tiar demand it of 
him) and through his fauor , he ſhall riſe agai- 
ne from death to lite: and ſodiſengaged trom 
the accidents and mileries ot death , and the 
anx10us torments of an. cuill conſcience , he 
inivys the ſuauity , grace , and glory of the 
Reſurre&ion of our Lord : whom I humbly 
beſeech he would pleaſe to graunt vnto vsall, 
through thus Mercy. Amen, 
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of our Lord. 


Fter tFe Saviour of the world, 
; being now reluſcitated, impaſſible 
: : and glorious ,Fad bin forty days 
here on caith, he mounted the 

| heavens, and returned to the pla- 
ce from whence he was deſcended, tor to exe- 

cute and accompliſh the worke , which the 

Father had ſo much recommended vnto him. 

Saint Luke faith in the AAs : that atter his 

aa r. paſhon, he ſhewed himfelfe vnto his Apoſtles 
Our lord for the ſpace of forty days, prourg by many 
yas 4%» fignes and waics , that he was truly riſen 
et the Againc , appearing and conuerſing with them 
earti: af- Ot 1he kingdome ot heauen. Our lord during 
__ this time was not always with his Diſciples, 
ion, Dor always appearing bctore them , but 
other whiles ; to the end that, of the one, fide 

they migtt be confirmed In the faith ot his 
Relurreftion , ſeeing him aliue , who ſpake, 

cate , and conuerſed among them, and ot the 

other fide , they ſhould accuſtome themſelues 

by little and little to be deprived of his cor- 

porall preſence , and beaic his abſence with 


Icfie impatience , when he ſhould mount the 


heauens the day of his admirable Aſcenſion. 
He tooke forty days to conuerle with his owne, 
that as he had bin forty howers dead , they 
ſhould ſee him forty days liuing : and to the 
end we might thereby comprehend , how 
much more liberall God is othis confolations, 
then of his afflitions, ot his ioys ,then of his 
ſorrowes , ſince the paines are meafurcd b 
howers, and the ioys by days, Saint Luke Gairh 
more : that during this time , our Lord ſpake 
to his diſciples of the kindome of God : for TIeſus 
although all the wordes which Jeſus Chriſt => I ''F 
(pake, in his life, were but to teach vs in what 5 bs * 
conſiits the kingdome of God , and by what Puſciples *** 
way we are to arriue there ; yet after his Re- xiugao. - * 
ſurccQion he {pake much cleerer of the great- me of © 7 
nes and excellence ofthe kingdo:ne of heauen: G9% | 
as weli becaulc he intermitted alredy his cor- B 
porall conucrſation with his Diſciples , asalſo % 
t >r that his Diſciples were now more capable 
to vndcritand that Do&rine , which our Lord 
taught , of a thing ſo ſublime , and ſurpaſſing 
our Capacity. He ſpake to them alſo of the 
kingdome of God , becaulc he declared the 
goucrnment of his Church, which is his king- 
yome , and his jubics are the faithfull whom 
our Lord himſclt ,as chiefe ſoucraine, goucr- 
neth by his officers exteriourly;, and interi- 
ourly by the guitts and graces which he inſu- 
{cth imo ſoules , iuſtitying , ſan&itying , and 4 
condufting them vnto felicity, It is more tO Tefus © 
be belicucd that Ietus Chriſt ſpake to his A- c_ : : 
poſtles of the kingdome of God , teaching them (þ. [na | 
many things of the Harmony ,and Hierarchy verament i 
of the Church , and the degrees of Ecclchal- >See & 
ticall orders, and of the Chicte Biſhop , who which 3 
as ſupreme Paſtor prefideth aboue all : and bis King- © 
alſo from him they tooke the number, formes, © 
ar.d neccſlary matters of the Sacraments , and 
the ceremonies with which they were to be 
adminiſtrcd , for greater ornament of the 
Church ; and eipecially , of the manner of 
Celcbratiog the ſacred Myſtery of the Maſle; i 
and to offer it tor-the lining and for the dead : 
of the interceſſion of the Saints , and the affe-= 
ion and devotion wherwith we ought to 
Frocure their tauor ; of the precepts which the 
Chuich giveth vs, that therby we might the 
more cahly kecpe Gods precepts ; of ate, and 
celebrating tcaſts, honoring the faints, their 
relikes and images , and ſuch like things : Be- 
cauſe the C hurch having obſerued them from 
the beginning , with ſo much piety , Religion, 
and conſtancy ,it is preſumed that they had 
their riſe all trom Iefus Chiiſt as from their 
tcuntaine. and in theſe forty days which he 
ipake to his Apoſtles of the kingdome of God, 
and of the gcuernment of his Church he de- 
clared them vnto them. 
Our Maſter then, having taught his Apoſ- ,J*\vs, 


Chriſt af © 
thes the maruels of 1he kingdone of Gcd,and _ 
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The admirable Aſcenſion 


he determined to afcend the heauens in body 
and ſoule , and like a moſt noble Conque- 
rour enter triumphant into that Imperiall 
towne accompaincd with that innumerable 
army of Captiucs, which he bought with his 
blood, for that it was ſo convenient for his 
lory and our profit. To his glory , for that 
Go riſen againe from a pathble and mor- 
tall. lite, vato an impaſſible and immorrtall, it 
was not decent that his glorious body ſhould 
remaine on earth, a place of generation and 
corruption. but in heauen , that is, incorrup- 
tible, and the proper Pc of glorifyed bo- 
dics, | 
It did beſeeme our Lords greatnes (which 
was ſo humbled and abaſed tor vs, that he 
ſays of himſclf, T ax a Wvorme, and not & man, 
abandoned and neſpiſed of the poeple) that he 
ſhould be exalted and glorifyed , not. only 
aboue all mcn , but abcue the Quires of An- 
gells, and collocated at the right hand of the 
Father. It became alſo his gocdneſl, to ſhew 
that his kingdome was not ot this world ( as 
the Iewes hoped , and the Apoſtles' thought 
at the beginning ) but of heaven ; and that 
it conſiſted not of the frayle and changeable 
oods of this lite, which tor the moſt part do 
not laſt , and dye with vs, but of the ipirituall 
and eternall , and that the moſt noble , the 
moſt honored and the moſt rich in temporall 
goods , baue no more part or ſhare in Jeſus 
Chriſt bis kingdowe then the meaneſt ſoule , 
if he mount not to heauen with Ieſus Chriſt 
by the degrees of vertue , and if he do not 
inceſſantly ſigh after heauenly felicity. It was 
conuenient alſo that he ſFould teach vs by his 


Aſcenfion to heauen , that the world is not 


our contty , but the place of our exile and 
baniſhment , and that the Chriſtian and pure 
ſoules ( though their bodies be on earth)ough: 
in affe&ion to abide where all their happines 
lyes. Jt is alſo our proht , becauſe , our Lord 
hath always done his workes in that manner, 
to io yne his glory with our profit , as is ſeen 
in his Aſcenſipn , whereby we receive many 
great commodities. and x Shekes: Firſt this 
glorious Afcenſion of oar Ford ferveth tor a 
greater perfe&ion of our Faith, in that it ap- 
pertaines to the condition of faith , that the 
things belicued are not ſeen ; by reaſon of 
which, it was conuenient that this Lord who 
is the principall obie&t of our faith, ſhould be 
abſented from our eyes, that our faith ſhould 
be in an other condition, then that of Saint 
Thomas , to whom our Saviour ſaid : Becauſe 
thou baſt ſeen me, Thomas , thou haſt beleened, 
happy are thoſe that baue not ſeen and haue 
beleeved. In ſo much that our faith , which 
conſiſts not to fee with corporall eyes, or 
touch with hands , but not to ee , and belicye, 
by the Aſcenfhion of our Lord to heauen , 
became ſtronger ; and ſo faith St. Leo Pope: 


of our Lord Iefus Chriſt, 


This wigor and vertue is proper to great ſpirits, 
and a [obs to ſoules , which _ = lev 
to believe Without doubt , that Which appeares 
not to the bodizs eyes : and to arriue with deſi- 
re Where our fight cart not pefietrate : Beſides,our 
Lords Aſcenſion was profitable vrito vs becauſe 
our hope is thereby quickned and aſſured: for 
he faith himſelfe ,he went to prepare vs a pla- 
ce, which he did mounting the heavens, whi- 
ther he aſcended not only for him ſelf, but like+ 
wiſe for vs all , and like a Chieftaine and head 
to take poſeſſion , for his members , of that 
glory. He brake the locks wherwith the gates 
of heauen had bin ſhutt by Adams finne. He 
opened vs the way , to the end we might at- 
taine that heavenly felicity,and that we ſhould 
haue better and more aſſured gages of this 
great = ,he tooke with him the ſoales of 
thoſe holy Fathers which he had redeemed out 
of Limbus. For, as our Lord faid ſpeaking to 
the eternall Father before his paſſion ; Father, 
T hom thou haſt ginen me, I will, that Where 
T am , they alſo may be Yvith me : And thertore 
St, Leo faith : Our Lords Aſcenſion 15 our benefit, 


| that there , where the glory of the head hath 


preceded, the body lines in hope, to arrize thither, 
and not only baue we entred into poſteſſion of 
paradiſe , but Ye bane penetrated in IejnsChrijt 
euen to the higheſt beauen. 

For although” letus Chriſt did purchaſe 
vs , by his paſſion, this kingdome and all the 
right we can pretend therto , yet in his 
Aicenſion he truely __ vs the way, 
and ſhewed vnto vs , that heaven was alrea- 
dy gained , and the poleſſion taken in our 
name. Againe, how doth charity enkindle and 
inflame by this Aſcention of our Lord? for 
it where our treaſure is, there is our hart, and 
leſus Chriſt is all our treaſure , Where then 
cught our harts to be, but where Jeſus Chrilt 
is ? and our treaſure being in heauen, our hart 
ought notta be on earth. Onr loue, our hope. 
our ioy , our thoughts , and our defires ought 
to reſide in keauen , all cur good 1s there, 
and we ovght to depend much more on that, 
then the interiour influences depend on th- 
heauens. To which effe& our Lords Aſcenſion 
ought to ſerue as vs a great motive, as it did to 
the Apoſtles, to whom he faid with his owne 
mouth , that they ſhould not 1eceiue the holy 
Ghoſt, if he aſcended not fiſt the heauens.For 
that they entertained themſelues and were con- 
ſolated by his corporall preſence , viewing 
that ſacred humanity , with eyes of fleſh , and 
not paſling to the conſideration ofthat immen- 
ſeand Devine Maieſty , as they did after that 
our Sauiour was aſcended. 

This Aſcenſion of our Lord was alſo of great 
benefit vnto vs for another reaſon' : for even 
as on earth he did the office of a Redeemer: 
ſo now in heaucn he —_ the office 


of an Aduocate , as doth his beloued Diſciple 
aſſure 
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t. Joc, 3, wunto you «to the end that you may noi ſen : that 
if any one ſin, we haue an anuocate Yith the 
Father , his ſoune Teſns Chri# , who is the pro- 
Math.28s pitiation for our finnes. And not only he 1: our 
* "Advocate, but alſo our goucrnor , prouidor, 
and proteQor of his Church , with which he 
is and ſball be , as he hath promiſed , vato the 
end of the world , not only in the ſacredEu- 
chariſt , in which when he parted from among 
vs , he ſo left himſclfe , for our remedy and 
coalolation , but alſo aſſiſts and gouerns it by 
his admirable and incffable providence, For 
that all guifts and graces which are continu- 
ally diſtributed through all the Church and 
ad EpheC tO Cucry taithfull , arc dilpoied of by cur lords 
+ meanes who is the fountaine of graces:and 1{o 
Saint Paul ſaith: That grace is giuen to every 
one according to the meaſure ofthe conation 
of Chriſt: Thus was cur Lords Aſcenſion glo- 
rious to him ,and profitable. to vs: as WE may 
diſcern by what hath bin ſaid. 

Now lett vs ſec how this Myſtery was 
TORS executcd , and of the ſweetnes and tenderneſic 
ter oft Which it wrought in our bleſſed Lady andin 
Aigcai, the Diſciples , who ſaw him aſcend, and ihe 
ſplendor and triumph with which he was re- 
cciued of all the celeſtiail Hieraxchy, and fea- 
ted on the throae , at the right hand of his 
F«ther above alt creatures ot heanen and earth; 
S. Mark writes in the laſt chapter ot his Goſpel, 
that' the elcuen Apoltlcs dining at Hieruſa- 
lem, our Lord appeared vnto' them the laſt, 

time, and that he reprchended their incredulity, 

which they had at the fiſt in not belicuin 

thoſe that ſaid he was riſen againe ,and ha 
ſecn h:m. He gaue them that reprehenficn,to 
the cnd ihat his laſt worcs ſhould take the 
deeper roote in their memory ,and that they 
ſhould acknowledge to haue erred in,not be- 
licuing the gloty of his ReſurreQtion , which 
the world was tobelceue by their preaching, 
and thcn he ſaid to them : You amy Diſciples, 

receive yee in your ſoules thewertue of the boly 
Ghoſt , which shall come wpon you , and fortified | 
therwith , you sball jerue me as witneſs , in 
Hieruſalem , Indea ,in Samara , and in all the 
Granad, 0114. As it he had ſaid (interprets Granade) 
you. my children , and ſheep of my flock , are 
witneſles of all my life : you haue vnderſtood 
the Dodrine 1 hauc preached , the examples 
I have giuen , the workes I haue done , the 
contradictions I haue ſuffered, the torments, | 
iniuries , and death I have endured for the 
ſaſety of the world. You haue ſcen my Reſur- 
x<&ion , and ſhall now ſec my Aſcenhion , 
after which you ſhall recciue the holy Ghoſt, 
to the end he may remaine eternally ' with 

Ofci® you, and with all thoſe that ſhall belicuc b 
tour © you. Go theriore through all the world hh 


Gd1 
Cuwitts my Fathers benediftion ; and preach my Goſ- 


aſſure vs : ſaying : My children , T Write this | 


2 Þ» 


2a pcll yato all. Announce this good newes | 


The admirable Aſcenſion of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, 


vnto the world , that I , being the naturaff = ww 


ſonne of God , made my ſelte man to make of e 
men Gods , have died to kill death, and have Sg 
riſen againe to reſtore them life. And that 1 ah * 
mount the heaucns,there to prepare them their 
glory. I ſend you in the fame manner , as my 
Father ſent me , to difabuſe men, pardon their 
fins , and make them participant of my meri- 
tes and travuclls. Tell them they muſt not loue 
vanity ,Fraile riches , periſhable goods, that 
they teare God, and remember there is a iud- 
gement to come , and an otter life, a Paradiſe 
tor the good , and a hell for the wicked, and 
that God is the witneſle and Judge of humane 
aQions. p 

The words ended our Lord went forth 
with all that bleſled company , taking the way 
towards Bethania , and ſtayed on Mount Oli- 
uet , which is in the way. There he tocke 
leaue of his ſacred Mother, with thoſe tender . _ 
and loving affeQions between the Mother and bids fa- 
the {onne, as al erather to be reuerenced with rewell 
an bumble and chaſt ſilence, then to be ex- *22*Ms 
plicated by a rude ſtile and grofſe vnderſtan- Dilcipless 
ding. And ſuppoſe that the Mother deſired 
to accompany ber ſonne and that ſeparation 
might cauſe 1n her ſome penſivenes, yet did 
ſhe conſolat herſcite in that it was expedient 
ſor the glory of her ſonne to part from her, 
and tor the good of the Church , that ſhe 
ſhould remaine, and that ir was her tonnes will, 
vnto which the always rendred and was ſub- 
ect. The Apofiles aiſo were ſencible of the 
abſence of ſuch a Father , the diſtance of ſuch 
a Maſtcr ſuch a Paſtor, ſuch a head , cſpect- 
cially (ceing themſelues beſett with ſuch cruel] 
enemies, not being as yet armed with theforce 
and vertye of heauen. But our Lord did com- 
tort them. in promiting to them the comming 
ot the holy Ghoſt and his perpetuall aſſiſtance 
and providence which ſhould never faile them. 
Amidft all this diſcourſe, the hower of kis Aſ- 
cenhon approching , the Angells began to ſing 
the words of the Plalmiſt : ariſe Lord, and £0 
ro the place of thy repoſe, thou agd the «Arck, of phat; 136 
thy fanflification : That Arck that payd all the 
worlds debtes;that Ark in which all Gods trea« 
ſures are incloſed ; that Arck of your humanity 
which is the Arck of fan&ification and amity, 
by which men have bin ſanftified and recon- 
ciled vato God. 

This Arck then raiſed it ſelf, by vertue of 
the Divinitie and motion of the toule, and this The Af 
glorious body began by his proper agility to _ ol 
mount the heayens. He — , and the fa- Chit, 
cred Virgin thus viewing the fruit of her wom- | 
be to mount, received an incredible ioy : and 
the Apoſtles remained in ſuſpenſe , aſtoniſhed 
and filled with incomparable admiration, who 
not being able to accompany our Lord with 
their bodies , followed him with their eyes 
and hart, What a fight was this ? whatattcn- 
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The admirable Aſcenhon of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, 


tion ! what impreſſion of eyes in eyzs, and of 
harts in harts. Mount , my Lord , mount,thou 
loue , light, life, and ſolace of pure ſoules,and 
all our good ; aſcend , not on Mount Caluary 
to be crucifyed between two thecues vpon a 
Croſle , but from the mountaine ot Oliucs to 
be glorifyed among the Quircs of Angells and 
holy ſoules that inuifibly accompany thee : not 
to be condemned and nailed , but to be the 
deliuerance of the condemned ; nut fcr to fut» 
fer and dyc, but to triumph oucr death and 
fin. Mount lord , that your preſence may ho- 
nour the cternall Father , that you may ſend 
ypon your Church the Spirit Conſolator : 
that you may take poſicſſhon of  heauzn tor all 
your children , that-you may fitt on the icat 
due to your humility and greatnes ; that your 
ſight may reioyce all the celeſtia!l Court, that 
you may fill vp the empty ſeates which the 


. wicked Angels haue loſt; and that you poeple 


it with thole holy foules, which you have de- 
linered out of captiuity : that you may giue to 
each one a place according to their mcrit. 
Mount Lord , that your moſt holy Mother 
ſeeing you aſcend your Pallace , may torgett 
the paincs and ſorrowes ſhe hath ſuffered in 
your paſſion and tormcnts: and to the cnd that 
your Diiciples animated by th. fe aſlured gages 
of their hope , may be cnccuureged ', withuur 
feare , to paſſe through the icmpeſts and perills 
which they encounter with, inthe preaching of 

our Goſpell. Movnt Lord , that mounting oa 
biph , and taking for your bouty thoſe , that 
betore. the Prince of darkenes had, you muy 
magnifically diſtribute guifts vato mca , as the 
Royall Prophet faith : leſus Chritt : 'a/cexding 
07 high , bath ledd captinity captif , he hath gi- 
wen guifts unto men. He hath dittribuied trom 
heaven his ſpirit vpon all his Church: Cha.ity 
tohis Apoſtles, ſtrengh to the Martyrs, wiſedo- 
me to the Do&ors , chaſtity to the Virgins, 


himble- pennance tothe Confeſiors, lightand. 


prudence to the ſuperiours, ſubiettion and obe- 
dience to inſe:iours, and {o inrichet] ail condi- 
tions with his. bountitull and Dcuine hand. 
Finally, aſcend Lord, to the end that you may 
draw cur harts vato you, freed and Ioffeneq 
ot all loue and the ruſt oc carth : And when 
thou, who art our treaſure, ſhall be in heaven, 
that there they may remaine and abide wh 
thee, Our Lord aſcended , enuironed with all 
thoſe captives and priſoners taken torth of 
Limbe, and with an inhait number of Angells, 
that were deſcended from hcauen ito attend 
him. But beforc he parted, hke a moſt loving 
Father, be lifted vp his handes , and gaue his 
benedifion vnto his children ( or as others do 
contemplate) making the ſigne of the Croile, 
with which bleſſing his bleiled Mother was 
infnitely conſolated ,and the Diſciples made 
rich _ filled with ſpirituall guitts and graces, 


and now he was fo raifcd that they begin to | 


| looſe ſight ofhim,to fulfill the KinglyProphers, 


long. Who makeſt the Clow ds for thee to aſcend 


on ; there appeareda Clowd vnder tis teete , Pla, 103; 


which interpoied betwixt our Sauicurs body 
and the eyes that bcheld it. So that they could 
ice him no more, but yet they gaue not over 
looking after him whom they tollowed with 
their harts, Who can imagine the feaſt , the 


loy, and the triumph wherwith our Lord was ox; +,;7 
recciaed in heauen ? How thoſe gates that va- umpk op 


till then had bin ſkut , were now fett wide 
open ? How all that celeſtiall Court came to 
receive their king, who returned viftorious 
from the warres, all dicdin blood , by hating 
ſupplanted hn , death, and hell? How thote 
Courtiers inquired of cach. other , what Eſay 


tclus 


Chriſt, 


faith : who is this that comes from Edom with Elay 657 


garments died in boſra? This leantifull , ith 
the ſlole of his humanity that walkgth in. tbe 
multitude of bis wertues ? What Canticles ? 
What Muſick ? What reception ? What would 
it beto heare the voyce of Angells , the 
inſtruments , the harmony and . conſfonance 
of all thoſe celeſtiall Spirits ? This heavenly 
Quiriſter ſaw this feaſt a far of , and yet as 
much 2s if he bad .bin. preſent , when he 


faith : God aſcended With Tutilation , and our ,; 


Lord with muſuk of trompets. And in the fa- 
me inuites all nations to reioyce , and cele 
brate this tcaſt : Le: af nations (faich be) clappe 
their hands with wy , and raiſe their waices 118 
longs of glaints £ and in an other Plalme he 
?aith : C kingdomes of theearth. ſing unto God , 
giwe prailes to the Lord, bieſle God Who aſcen- 
4eth abone the higheſt beauens , towards the 
Eaſt. And the fame Prophet faith , that when 
they arriued at the gates of heaucn , the An- 
gells that went before our Lord , cryed out 
to thoſe other Angells their companions that 
were within, as guards and Porters ot heauen, 
and faid : O Frinces , open your gates, open your 
eterxall gates , by whuch none baue exer entred4 
wntill thts preſent : open them all,an1 the King 
of g/ory shall enter. And that thoſe within, an- 
weied; who is he, this Kiaz of zlory ? and as 
ina co loquy , they without replyed. T'is the 
Lord, firons and powverfull in Battell. , tis be 
that is the King of glory. With this ſhew and 
Triumphe entred the king of glory ; and was 
ſcated on the higheſt and ſublime Throne of 
heauen ; at the right hand of his eternall fa- 
ther :.in ſo much as that natvre , of which it 
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was ſaid : thow art duſt , and ta deft halt re- Gel» 83 


tarne , is now exalted from the duſt of carth 
aboue the heauens : and he to whom Paradice 
gates were ſhutt, andagainſt whom the Che- 
rubin defended 'the entry with a flanung 
{word , now mounts aboue the Cherubios, 
and walketh ypon the wings of windes. Ja 


| which is fecn wiither man wastallen by fin: 


But fcr that the moſt ſacred Virgin Mary, 
; H | and 


— 


and whither cxalted by grace of our Lord, 
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| The admirable Aſcenſion of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 


and all that ho'y troope which was on Mount | 


Olivet, ſtill fixed their eyes towards heauen, 
to ſce if they could diſcouer their _ and 
treaſures, and had not yet power to leaue that 
venerable place, where loue ſo tyed and enchai- 
ned them, our Lord ſent two Angells clothed 
in white, and more ſhining then the ſun, 
who ſaid vnto them :;yee men of Galilte , Yhy 
ſtand you looking into beauen? This Teſus Who 
is aſsumpted from you into heauen , Shall ſo come 
as you haue ſeen him going into heauen.Hauing 
recciued this aduile , they returned to Hieruſa- 
lem to pray and attend the comming of the 
holy Ghoſt , as our Sauiour had promiſed them: 
contemplating then this glorious Myſtery , St. 
Leo faith : Lett ws reioyce , my decrly belowed, 
and Yith aftions of thankes-giuing worthy of 
Go1, lett ws raiſe wp the eyes of our hart, neat, 
Pare, and wnfolded towards this height in which 
Telus Chriſt is : let not earthly deſties abate thoſe 
harts whom God hath raiſed and called to heauen. 
Let aut the perichable goods amuſe thoſe that 
me choſen for eternall : nor the deluding plea(u- 
res of this life withhold theſe that kauc entied 
into the Yay of wericy. Ltt all the faithfail jo 
w/e temporall thingr , that they acknowledge 
themſelues pilgrimes in this valley of teares , in 
Which though there may be ſome thing that by afaliſe 


| Afpearence would faine abuſe vs ,yet ought Wwe 


zot- bajely to embrace them, but rather rejolutely 
contemne them. | 

| Ovr Loid hath illuſtrated and rendred 
glorious , by his miracles, this place of Mount 
Oliuet, whence he raiſed himſeife to aſcend the 
heavens, and would leaue imprinted theron 
the memory ot ſo ſublime a Myſtery , for the 
conſolation and edification ot the f.ithfull : 
{or on the ſame ſtone he made his laſt ſtep, 


kes of tie and whence he began to raile hinfelt and aſ- 


fecte of 
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cend the heavens , he left the two impreſſions 


Chuſt ap of both his ſacred feet, that yet ſtill remaine : 
prare Mm nd although the faithfull , out ot their deuo- 
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uotion , do continually grate of that ſtone to 
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do the markes remaine very entyre, as it they 
had bin engranen. Saint Jerome who lived in 
thoſe holy places ſaithſo ;: and Optatus Mile- 
uitznus, and S Paulin Biff op of Nola, and Se- 
uverus Sulpitivs, who, with Saint Paulin, addcs : 
that the taithfull defirousin memory of ſo great 
a riracle to adorn the place with marble and 
fine ſtones , they could never bring it to paſle, 
for that when they came to joyne their ſtones, 
the place where our Sauiours tootings were, 
thruſt them forth anddraue them from it with 
great violence, 

Ovr lord did an other miracle there; there 
was built in that place ataire Church vaulted, 
and when they came to that place they could 
T:ever cloſe vp the vault, ſo were forced to 
lett it remaine allways open in that place 


that trom that place it was vacouered , as St. | 


lerome aſſureth in his time , and Bede affirms Othe 


Miracle; 


it in his, who ſaith more , that euery yeare the en. 
day of the Aſcention , Maſle being ended there pace. | 
came from aboue a ſtrong and vehement winde 

that flang to ground all thoſe that were in the 
Church , and that all that night was ſeen two 1y;..,, 
fres with ſuch a clarity and ſpendor, that all wwpra. 
the mountaine thereabouts ſeemed to be on 
fre, And it hath pleafed our Lord thatin this 
facred place in perpetuall memory of fo gla- 
rious 2 Myſtery towards God , and fo profi- 
table to vs , ſhould remaine to this day., the 
prints of our Sauiours icet there till to be 
ſeen, which to my iudgement is an other new 
miracle ; and ſecing thoſe ws places (through 
our fins) are now Fallen vnder the power ot 
the enemies of our faith : and that, as Ioſephus, 
a grave Author and worthy of credite,writes, 
when Titus beſieged Ierufalen , he planted his 
royall Campe vpon mount Oliuct, and there 1c... 
diew forth his Army to fight (the army hauing de bello, _ 
b:n ſo long a time there , made ſo much rava- —_—_ ; 
ge and ſpoile vpon the towne , as not to ws 
ieaue a ſtone vpon a ſtone ) it is. much to be 
admired that they ſhould not have ruined and 
quite blotted out thoſe markes , without lea- 
ung ſo much as the leaſt ſhew of them : But 
our lord preſerued them then , as he doth now 
from the hands of Infideils , to the end we 
ſhould acknowledge his infinit wm , and 
that though he be aſcended the heauens , he 
foriaketh not his Church on earth , which ke 
always afſiſteth, governs, and defends, by his 
prouidence , conduRing his ele to that hauen 
of telicity where he iss 


{tis.c, To 


PROG I IRIETE REP ORÞE DR 


$00 00004004 <pphps d$pO@ >> pppEtEEe 


THE COMMING OF THE 
holy Ghoſt. 


a En days after the Aſcenfion of 
7 NS Our Sauicur, and the fittith after 
Z8- his glorious Reſurreion , when 
| F): the lewes celebrated the Pente- 


& coſt and memory of the law, which 
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gh 
God gaue them on mount Sina ; the holy 
Ghoſt deſcended on Mount Sion , ypon the 
ſacred Coledge of the Apoſtles, for to wiite 
in their harts the law ot Evangelicall love. 


Man mounted heaven and God deicended __ 


carth : Saint Chryſoſtome hath ot this day theſe 
eloquent wouds : This day the earth bath tin ”—_ 

to vs aheauen, not that the flarres hane deſcended kev roy 
from heauen to earth , but for that the Apoſtles de Pent. 
haue mounted from earth to heanen. For , the Js fot 


atuniant grace of the boly Ghoſt is this day f0- ofthis 
wred forth through the World , and bath conuer« ye 


| tedit unto @ Parattfe : not by a tharge of na- 
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ture , but by an amendement and direflion of 
wills : The boly Ghoſt found a Pnbli:az , and 
made him an Euangeliſt : He found the perſe- 
eutor and made bim an Apoſtle : found the Theefe 
#11 carried bim to Paradice : found the finfull vo- 
man andrendred ber equal to the Virgins , found 
out the cuniures and enchanters , and conuerted 
them into Euangeliſts: he rooted out wickednes and 

lanted goodnes: Banisht ſeruitude and brought in 
liberty : diſcharged the debtes and gaue ws graces: 
for which I ſay that this day the earth bath bin 
male a beanen : But for to fpeak of the ex- 
cellence and greatnes of this day , we muſt 
confider who this Lord is ,that is this day d.{- 
cended from heauen to earth , how he hath 
deſcended , the effes of his comming ,andin 
what manner we are to diſcole our iclues,to 
the end he may come into our harts, to 1llu- 

, minate and inflame them with his grace. 

ofeph: > He that is this day come vpon the A ol- 
e bello, | tles , is the holy Ghoſt , the third perſon of the 
udaicz. Fn of the moſt holy Trinity , who proceedceth, as of the 
v6.<Y ſame beginning, from the tather and the ſon- 
| neand is conſubſtantiall vato them, cocternall 
and cquall in all, and true Gold , as1s the fa- 
ther and the ſonne. Becaulc the father and 
the ſonne loving eternally , with a perfe& and 
infinite loue , he proccedeth from them, and 
this Devine loue 1s inipired , which neceffarily 
ought to be God, tor that which is in Gol, 
that it ſelſe is God. This cternall loue, ineff s- 
ble charity, and infinit dile&ion , this 1ndifſo- 
luble band, this knott, and moit fuaye and 1n- 
explicable embracement of the cternall tather 
and of the word , is called, holy Ghoſt, not 
that the Father is not a Spirit , and that he 15 
not alſo holy, and fo likewiſe that the! fonne 
is not a Spirit andho!y ; tor they are ſo both: 
but becauſe that,which is co:nnoa to the three 
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plicate deuine things, but with humane words: 
and all that we attribute vato God we take 
from creatures as borrowed : and as in them 
we finde no other manner , for one thing to 
communicate with an others nature and ef- 
ſence, but by way of generation: trom thence 
it cometh that we haue a proper word tor to 
declare the meanes by which God communi- 
cateth himſelfe by way of vaderſtanding,which 
we call generatioa , and the perſon that 
proceedeeh by this way , we call ſonne ; and 
we haue not wherwith to declare the manner, 
by which God doth communicate himſelte by 
that other way ot loue and will; whertore we 
call it inſpiration , and the third pcrfon who 
proccedeth in this manner we give him the 
commpn name 1 lieu of a proper , aud catl 
him holy Ghoſt. And aiſo to the end that we 
ſhould vageritand that he is the Author, and 
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The comming of the holy Ghoſt. 


ſource of all ſan&ty , Spirit, and ſpirituall !ife- 
that is in the Church, withour the iight and 
tauor of whom , nothing can be wrougit 
that is worthy of ceternall life. For «l- 
though all the holy Trinity did operate in 
the work of our Redemption, yer this 1s par- 
gcularly attributed to the ſonne , becauſe it 
was he who clothed himſelte with our tieſh, 
and who by his paines payed for our jaultcs, 
and was the executor of the deuine refolution 
and counſell , our ſacrifice, and mer.torous 
Cauſe of cur pardon. | 

But becauſe the faith and true knows- 
ledge of all the Myſteries which the ſonne !* every 
of God wrought by becoming man ; and ea 
the loue of his Dodtrine , and the' purity ouerbioz 
of life ſurpaſſe our forces , and can not Priv<ipal 
be accompliſht without the grace and fayor 
ot heaucn, which God communicates through 
his goodaes, and tor the 1-,uc he bearcth vs; 
and this loue and goodnes is attributed to the 
holy Ghoſt; we ſay that all the cft<&s, which 
this loue oft our Sauiour worketh mn vs , do 
ſpring ftiom the holy Ghoſt as the Author of 
our ſanAification : For as Ged 1s the oi tyin and 
tountalne of all thiags, fo hath he wilicd that 
in all ot them, there ſhould be 1n cuery kiade, | 
one , which is a beginning and tountuin: ct __ H. 
all the rcit of the kinde , as the tua 1s of all > Sie 
cleere and refplendent things; the fice ot hott , or ali me 
Adam Father of all men; in the ſame mannec, wow of 
in all the guitts of God,the holy Ghoſt, who wy 
by exccllence is called guift oft God , guitr 
ot guiftes , the roote and originall touatune 
of all other guitts , ſince the loue whch G5. 
beareth vs is cautc cf all the other tauors hz: 
doth towards vs. 

The holy Ghoſt (as is faid) is as truly and 
ſubſtaatially Ged as the Father 15, and as tac beds i 
{onne 15 : cquall in all, omnipotcat and cter- trac God, 
nall , and ot infinit pest-&ion , ,004a's,an 
wite:lome , and of the {ame nature and «{{ca- 
ce: and Us an article of faith fignityed by 
the words that we fay in ourCreed, I belieue pf. go. 
in the boly Ghoſs ,tor that the prepoſition (10) Sap. 9- 
is only vied 1n the perſon of the Father, in 
that ot the fonne , and of the holy Ghoſt ; aa4 
dcnoteth that eucry one of the three per 'o .s 
is true God ; wheriore the Kingly Prophet 
Dauid beggs of our Lord that he would nut 
take his holy Spirit from him : and his ſonne _ ke 

. ' « Luk. a; 

Salomon faith : Lord , who is be , can pen-trate | 
thy jecrets , if thow gineſt him not of thy wiſe- 
aome , and if thou doeſt not ſend him from beaucn 
thy boly Spirit ? And this verity is more clecrly 
explicated in the Evangeliſt , by whom we 
are taught that the ſacred virgin Mary con- 
ceiued 1n her wombe the etcrnall word by 

vectue of the holy Ghoſt; Jeſus Chriſt comman- mar, 233 
ded his Apoltles to Baptifſe in the name of 
the Father and ot the ſ{onae, an4 of the holy 

Gaoſt : and the beloucd Diiciple faith : There ,, 1,6s 4c 

H 2 eb there C5 


- {0 ror eee gs, "—"F—_ 


be three that giu* teſtimony in heaven , the Fa- 
ther , the word, and the holy Ghoſt , and theſe, 
three are but one and the ſame thing : And holy 
Church to atteſt this verity when ihe prayeth 
endeth all the Pſalms, ſaying: Glory be to the 
Father, and to the fonne , and to tae boty Ghoſt: 
And for the ſa ne cauſe we finde, that all things 
which are proper to G1, Scripture attrioutes 
them vato the holy Ghoſt, as are, to ſanRily, 
vimificate , penetrate the profound councelis 
of God , and ſpeake by the Prophets , and to 
be in all places, and the like , that thereby we 
ſhould vn.lerſtand him to be G1d , who bath 


the properties of God. The Apoſtle conhranes 
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this vericy when he ſayth : The grace of our 
Lord Teſas Chriſt, and the charity of God , and 
communication of the holy Ghift be wih Jon all. 
eAmen, Which words nct only declate that 
the holy Ghoſt is God , as well as the Father 
and the fonne, but alſo th.t he is a diſtin 
perſon from the Father an4 the ſonne : This 
Spirit then of our Loid, this holy Spirit, this 
Conſolater, 1s he who thisday delcendes trom 
heaucn on earth , that fo terreſtriall harts may 
become ccleſtiall. Whence we may gather the 
exccllency and dignity or this.day , and how 
much we ought to reinyce w:th fpirituall con- 
ſolation therin. As alſo is feen in the diſpot- 
tion and preparatiues which ought neceſſarily 
to precede , to the end that the” world might 
receiue this ſo fignall benefit ot our Lord : tor 
if wemorke well, all:hat lefu; Chritt wrought 
an, ſuffered in his moſt ſacred lite , ſerued ro 
diſpoſe our ſoules, to be a Temple and aboce 
worthy ot the holy Ghoſt, The Jncarnation, 
Natiuiy, Circumcilion , the trauclls and ſwea- 
tes of all ovr B. Saviours lite , the torments 
ct bis Crofle , and his moſt holy death , ro 
what do they tend but to putt the fre of the 
holy Ghoſt into our barts? whereiore ſay' hour 
lord hinfclte:1 cametocaſs fire on the earth, and 
what Will 1,bat that it b: kindled? and therefore 
before his pati>n he ſaid t> his Diſciples :1f 7 
o9 not , the Paraclete shail not come to you, tut 
if I ga , T will ſ:n1 him ty you: The lite and 
death of Ieſus ferueth n't only for that, but it 
was neccilary he ſhould riſe againe and mount 
the heaucns , for to ſend vs from thence 
this dcuiac fue , that our harts might te diſpo- 
ied to reccine the flames of his loue : and fo 
S. Tohn lzith : 7 be holy Ghoſs was not yet gt wen, 
becaſe Teſus Chriſt had not yet tin glonjyed. 
How great mult thisguift, which this day we 
recciuc bc eltecned tince, for to giue it, it was 
n:ceilaric that Chritt ſhoald firit come into 
the world , there dye, and riſe againe , and 
aſcend rriu nphant iato heauen: And it 1s no 
wonder, ior without this deuine guitt, all the 
other guitts,graces, and merits of leſus Chriit, 
a'thoagh they be igcitimabie, would auzyle 
vs nothing, Becaule it is eaident, that ifa man 
employ at tis goods to purchaſe a medeciae, 
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that would recouer his health , and” after he had 
bocght it, he would notor had no mind*to take 
and ferue himſelte of it, as deere as it had coſt 
him, it could not heale him for all that. Euen 
ſo this remedy ofthe blood of Ieſus Chriſt and 
his ſacred paſſion , though it be ſo efficacious, 
and powerful to reſtore lite and health to the 
worid ,profiteth the ſick man nothing , vnleſſe 
he take and apply it , to waich cnd the grace 
and fauor of the holy Ghoſt, is neceffary. 
How could the world belitue in Ieſus Chriſt, 
ſubmitt to the verity of the Goſpell , and re- 
nounce the deteſtable vices it was plunged in, 
if it did not heare the ſound and preachin 
ot the Apoſtles , who were the heralds ws, 
trompets of this truth ? And could they have 
ws ſuch high Myſteries , and oppoſed 
the wiſcdome of the Philoſophers , the power 
and fury of the Tyrants , mens carnall and 
beſtiall paſſions, ſo deeply radicated , had they 
not bin veſted with armour of provte and im- 
penetrable by the fauor and grace of the holy 
Ghoſt, againſt whoſe vertue nothing can oppo- 
ſc? to arms th:m therfore , and reinueſt them 
with his fpi:ite,this day the holy Ghoſt coneth. 
S. Luke relates the hiſtory of this Myſtery) 
and faith that ur Saviour taking leauc of his 
Diſciples to Aſcend the heanens, recommended 
ynto them at his departure , that they (ould 
abide in Icruſulew, that they might be furniſke 
and fortuyed with the vertue and power of 
the holy Gi:ofſt The Diſciples returned from 
Mount Otliuet with this commandg vato the:r 
abode in J-rufale;n , where they aſſembled to 
the nu nber of ſix{core perion, andthe Evan- 
geliſt faith of them all, that they pericuered in 
-rayer with Marty , Mother of ]cfus , and with 
other deuout womea , who had followed our 
Lord : they were all of the tame hart in conti- 
nvall, ardent and fervent prayer (whichis the 
mcanes tO obtaine the grace of the holy Ghoſt) 
and with interiour lobbs and ſighes, they beg- 
ced of our Lord , that he would ſend them 
the Spirit conſolator , and their ſecond maſter, 
which he had promiſcd them , aad that his 
mercy would deferre it no longer, fiace he 
ſaw ſo well their great frailty , and their dan- 
ger. Aboue all , the moſt biei{cd Virgin , as the 
1egent and gouerncile of this ſacred Colledge, 
in the abſerice ot her ſonne , did animate and 
Kindle the harts of every one with her flames, 
dpoſing thea to receaue worthily this ſouc- 
raigne guiit of God:the diſciples perſeuering at- 
tcatiue1n this prayer ten days after our Sawours 
Aſccniton , the holy Ghoſt deſcended , as it 
were , a vehenent winde , and in figures of 
hery tongues, and ſcated on the heavs of the 
Diiciples: The charity was ſo great, with the 
loue, fuauity and knowleJge which they recei- 
ued then of God, as they could not forbeare to 
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wonderfull things , as the holy Ghoſt had 
taught them. 
what Let vs pauſe a while on this Myſtery,and 
age co perſons, and weigh, in a Chriſtian ballance, 
v m_—_— cach interuening circumſtance , drawn forth 
"= Myc ot the pure words ot Saint Luke , who faith: 
&'): thatat the fituth day, when was kept the feaſt 
of Pcntecolt ( which was moſt folemne among 
the Iewes, and a teaſt of Iubily and remiſſion) 
all the Apoſtles were afſembled in the ſame 
place , ſo conforme and vnanimous , as if all 
had but one foule and hart : for this loue of 
vnion and charity is that which draweth more 
the holy Ghoſt (which eſſentially is infinit and 
cternall loue )to come vato vs , and enrich vs 
with his guifts. Being thus diſc ofed, he faid : 
6 there came a yehement and impetuous winde, 


Ju, 


wie. 3 with a great noiſe , from heaven , ypon the 
of houle where they were afſembled , which filled 
MyE- it and made it ihake : not with atcare or ter- 


xor, as when ſame great tempeſt ariſeth , but 
with a ſweetnes , and with a holy and filiall 
feare of thoſe, who were to receiue the guift 
of our Lord, It came on the ſuddain , to make 
the Apoſtles vnderſtanq , that he ſent them 
net this fauor for their.merites , but that it was 
a preſent from the moſt liberall hand of God, 
{ which did operate with great ſwiftnes and vn- 
ZAmbe.lib expe&edly 1n their ſoules, For (as St, Ambroſe 
_— ſaith ) The boly Ghoſt worketh not beauily , nor 
i With ſloth. This ſound was ſtrong and yehement 
to reader thoſe gitent;ue that were preſent , 

and to tell them ; be ready ,and —_— the 
reſeace of the Majeſty which cometh. So 
when the law was gwen , al Mount Sinai was 
full of thunder and lightning , as one would 
have thought it ,to be all on fire , to denote 
the preſence of God, who was there , and gaue 
them the law. So to diſpoſe firſt the Apoitles, 
by that ſweet feare and reverence which 
victh to ſerue as an admirable preparation to 
xeceaue God ,as he ſaith by his Prophet Eſay 
in theſe rermes : Vpon Whom Jhal 1 caft mine 
eyes , but on the poore and contrite of ſpirit , that 
tremble at my Words? As alſo to the end that 
the poeple hearing the noyſe and admirable 
ſound from heaven , might haſt to the houſe 
where the Apoſtles were and heare them ſpea- 
ke, and make their profit of what. was = 
pened , and be converted, ſeeing fo great pro- 
digies and wonders. Againe, as the holy Ghoſt 
eſtabliſhed this day the Apoſtles , his Captai- 
nes in Chiete”, to make warre againſt the 
world , the Deuill,fin , and hell , it ſeemeth 
that by the vehement ſound .he would terrify 
their enemies, as thoſe do, that let fly their ar- 
tillery betore they giue battell; and the Lord 
came in forme ot an aire or winde , for to 


lay. 66. 


hy the 


Foy teach vs that as man can not liue this naturall 
8 olt li- life without winde and reſpiration , ſo can 
F< 9%. he not live , without this Divine Spirit , a 
ſupernatucall , and devine lite. For this Spirit 
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is to him , ſoule and devine life' , as that 
breathing of God which inſpired Adam formed Genez; 
of the (lime of the earch ,was his corporall lite ; 
with out which breath he had not had lite. Spiracu- 
for as the ſoule is the lite of the body , ſos 2 v16® 
God the ſpiritual lite of the foule. Saint Luke 
faith more ; he appeared vnto the Apo ltties in 
tongues of fire which 1eſted on the head of 
every one of them. They were tongues and 
tongues of fire. The koly GE oſt defcenced in 
forme of a tongue , becauſe the tongue is of 
the ſame natuie of the other members of the 
body , and giuen by God to explicare the 1n- | 
teriour conceptions of the foule, and the holy — 
Ghoſt is of the ſame ſubſtance with the Fa- 1. Gioit 
ther and the ſonne , and cometh trom hcauven, is forme 
for to declare vnto vs Gods ſecrets, and what |, 
the cternall word had not manifeſted vnto vs, proprie- 
leauing to the holy G1.oft to teach vs as a — org 
maiſter , as a tongue and heavenly interpreter: 
ſo faith Saint Paul: No man can ſay my Lord 
Teſus, but in the boly Ghoſt : the holy Ghoit is 
ſo conioyned with the ſonne, and that D cui- 
ne tongue With the word, that no man can 
fay profitably , Lord Teſus , without the grace 
and tauor of the holy Ghoſt. The tongue dil- 
cerns of taſtes , diſtinguiſheth the ſweet trom 
the bitter; and the Spirit of our Lord is that 
which maketh vs know the difference betwixt ?._. ,,. 
fraile and fading things, from eternall and deui- minus Ice 
ne,tothe end we should caſt of the one and thirſt fos nf in 
after and guſt the other which cannot be done _— 
without the holy Ghoſt, And therfore faith 
Saint Paul , that the carnall man comprehens 
deth not the things of God , becauſe be hath 
no taſt nor tongue for that: and the belou-d 
Diſciple faith : They are of the world , therfore 
they talke of the things of the world, and the 
World beareth them ana neceiueth their Yordse 
The tongue aydes much to digeſtion , for that 
it is as the Hand that guidcth to the tecth 
what they are to cutt, divide , and chew,that 
ſo the micat way the better concot in the 
ſtomach : and the tcrgue of the holy Ghoſt 
maketh vs meditate ,ruminate, and ſearch into, 
as with the teeth, the myſteries and benefits 
of God , which ate the food of the ſoule, and 
with the ſame heate that the boly Ghoſt gi- 
ucth in this meditation , it 1s digeſted and 
incorporatcd in vs, it doth ſuſtaine and re- ,,  ..- 
create vs. The wiſeman faith of the tongue, $. tames 
that life and death is in its power : and Saint 7» 
lames tcacheth vs; that xo man can tame the 
tongue . for that it is an wnquict emill and ful 
of mortall pojſon;as we daily lee and experiment: A $piri. 
To the cndtherfore that we ſhould know that val man 
the ſpirituall man, defirous toreceiue and kee pe =" 
within him the holy Ghoſt, ought to be mal- are con- 
ter of his tongue , the holy Spirit cometh 1n **7 
forme of tongues, for that without doubt they 
are two oppolites and very contrary in them- 
{clues , to be fpirituall and a great talker. T'is 
L onc 


i, Cor. 1 


Nemo 
poteſt di- 


1, Cor. 4+ 


3 | one of the warkes which the holy Ghoſt gi- 
1% ll  _ ueth vs by Saiomon in the Proverbs, Tt 75 
"4 | Prout. fr man to frepare bis bat , aud for the Lori 
M: j to gouern bis tonizne, Itis mans Cuty tO diſpoſe 
himſelte with gods grace tor togiue him an en- 
trance into our ſole, where being centred, he 
will guide our tongue , and that 1s ealy toper- 


4 X 1 cciuc in the tayednel, filence and moderation 
lah of his converſation; asit appcared in the Apoit- 
"'F les, w ho being in praycrinachaſt and profound 


Ws | filence, attending our Lords vifitation, the ho'y 


We | 

\ ProutSpi Ghoſt came vp on them ,and made them*Ipeake 
we | ricus as became fpirituall men : the text {faith : accor- 
ih. C_ ding as the holy Gboſt game them to ſpeake : tor 
"Yi qui jill:s. A ſpirituall life contifts in ating with teruor 


and loue of God , and to ffeake litle ; with 
| diſcretion and modeſty. In fhne the holy Ghoſt 
'"k . came intongues ,and tongues of fire , to the 
th. == nay end that the tonyucs of the Apoſtles might be- 
ty w<re of Come as lighted torches to inflame the world: 
fires and being purified and cleanſed, as were Efays 

lippes with the buining coate , they might 
aha Eſay. 6. preach vnto men that are earthly, ccleſtiall veri- 
Ml | ties, which ſtouldilluminate, inflame and tranſ- 
forme them ſo , that of wolues they ſtould be- 
| come ſheepe , of rauens doues, of Lions, Lam- 
1 bes, of monſtrous and brutiſh , Angells , and 


1 | children of God. This tengue of fire rendred 
Jen | the Diſcigles , of dumme eloquent, of fiſhermen 
{A | Apoſtles, of Idiots very wiſe , of veſſells of 

earth elc& vellells of God , to ſett forth his 


| holy name through the vitermoſt extent of 
F the earth, For it the Roman o1ator ſaid wy iſc- 
[ ly : That the Orator that Would erflame, mone, 
tits f ardeat, and perfwade the Tuige , ought himſelfe to be 
Wh. orator ſi amoyed and enflamed. (For the wood how dry 
_ and prepared {ocucr it be , will never kindle 
ceuacre, Or CONUCt to fre with cut fire:) how much by 
F ſtronger rcal0n was ' it neceſſary that they 
Wl Cic 2.ds ſhould hauc tongres offirc , to bun withlivety 


Fi ; Oras flames of Deuine Jove, becing ſent for to putt 
1450, fre, infame , and ſoitcn the marble cold harts 

| W's | of men with this fire fo ſtrange , and of ſo 
| i j reat acnuration 2 Wheretore the ſacred text 
a Fi: dar the tongues cf fire were ſeated in 
We | the heads of cuery cone ofthe Apoſtles : to giue 
8s to ynderfiand that the grace which was given 
Fil them , figured by the tongues?, was a durable 
AR ! and permanent grace , which they ſtould ne- 
HY The $8'a* yer loole , for that they were this day confir- 
{th | ce Sk. med jn grace, with fuch abundance of Divine 
[ JHbe ofiles guiſts , that after Icſus Chuſt and hs blefſed 
1 4 o _— Mother , none were euer fo endowed with, as 
[iN Jaſting, they : and that grace was {o abounding as they 
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could not containe and keepe themſelues from 
going forth into the ſtreetes to publiſh the 
greatnes and 1ummenſity of Gods goodnes, who 
had by ſuch meanes ſaued the world in Ieſus 
| Chiiſt, They began to ſpeak diuerſe langua- 


gcs, becauſe they being to preach to ſundry na- 

| Rf tions , to be vnderſiood , it was conuenicnt 

it by | that they had the guijt of all languages : al- 
0 
; a my 
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by all» * 


though it was alſo probable that ſometimes 
preaching in one language only to diverſe na- 
tions, they were vnderfiood of all , as it they 
had preached to euery one in their naturall 
language, as it happened to other faints , that 
were not Apoſtles , when they preached. 

In the ke manner , as the pride of the 
builders of Babell, was the cauſe of the con- 
tufion of languages, the humility of the Dil- 
ciples {kould deſerue the knowledge and viage 
ot many tongues : there , of one was made mas. 
ny , and here all icyned together to ſeruc 
tnoſe who were to be Gods interpreters. There 
weie then in Hierufalem diverſe lewes , who 
trom all nations of tke world: were come to 
the ſolemnity of that feaſt , and hearing the 
Apoſtles ſpeak ſuch high things , each one | 
in his owne language, they Rood amazed with 3; 
wender, knowing them to be Galileens , and We" 
poore ignorant fſter men. 

Others did interpret it in a worſe ſenſe 
(as the world vſcth to do in things pertaining 
to God) and began to fay that they had drunk 
hard ,and a/though they ſaid not truc in the 
ſenſe they ſpake it , yett were they truely ine- 
briate and taken with wine , aud fo _ 
with the muſt of a new ſpirit which boiled in 
their breaſt , that ad they not giuen it vent by 
their wordes they kad burſt and crakt in peeces 
as thoſe veſlells that endure the boiling torce 
ct the new wine. But St. Petcr , as hcad of 
them all, tooke the word for him and bis com- 
panions, and declared tothe poeple that it was 
a viſitation of God, w hich he had long before 
promiſed them by the Prophet loel, ſaying: 12 
the laft days IT will sh:d forth my Spinut wfon 
all flesh, and your ſonnes and your anughters 
sball Prophecy, young poeple 5hall ſee viſions, and 


Gen, 1, © 


the old, reuclatious in dreames : ana Without 


faile I will [pred forth my ſpirit vfon my ſer- 
wants and band maines, zud they sbail Prophecy, 
And having made them a diſcourſe to this 
purpoſe, for a good beginning he conuerted 
three thouſand ot his auditory vr:to the taith of 
ovr Lord and Redeemer Teſus Chriſt among 
whom , no dcubt , there were ſome of thote 
who had piocured his death : to ſkew the 
mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chiiſt the vertue and 
force of his blood, which kath power to par- 
den , even thoſe that had ſhedd it : Loe here 
the rinde of the hiſtory : now lett ys ſee, what 
the comming of the holy Ghoſt this day 
wrought, and the cffc& it made in the Apot- 
tles, 

Firſt, 1t gave them a new light ,a devine 
ſplendor , a pertc& knowledge ot the infinit Tre c. 
goodnes and beauty of God.It powred on them feds of 
a celeſtiall wiſdom, for to giue them to vn- = "ne 

: 1oft in 
derſtand ,and comprehend the ſublime Myſtc- the Apot- 
ries whichthey were to preach. It taught them *5- 
in a moment. 0 hoy [vift is the word of Yiſe- 


O quam 


| Gone ( faith St, Leo ) and where God is the 
the 


vclox clt 
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ky 
rm® (a the maſter , foone haue we learnt what is 
»epolh caught, He writ with his wo within them 
1s Magiſ- the law of grace of the Goſpell , 1n a clean 


reſt, Jffcrent manner from that of teare and fer- 


were ym. . 

derſtcod Pet uitude , which was written on Mount Sinai 

byalb quod gn two tables of ſtone : For , the law com- 
3 _ manded and forbad , but gaue no ayd nor 

_ hb JePen. forces to fulfill and keepe it : ſo were 


___ thoſe that receiued it aſtoniſhed , for not ha- 
Mine! ens 


derwee UIng mcanes to ſatisfy the obligations of the 
we Jaw, But the holy Ghoſt imprinted this new 

| w_ law and cngraued it in their harts inclt- 

nd the » * 

w. ning them to do what the law commanded, 
encouraging and giuing them vigor and 
ſtrength ſufficient for the ſame: in ſo much,as 
there not being a law written , that which 
was ſtamped in their ſoules, made them keepe 
it moſt perie&ly, 'They had bin,chaſt, though 
chaſtity had not bin commanded ; they would 
have endured , though patience had not bin 
enioyned them : they had bin humble, ſweet, 
benigne , pityfull , and full of all vertues , 

| though they bad no law which taught them 

thoſe precepts. For as Saint Leoſaith graucly : 
the old law was the sbadow of the new , and the 
new law the accomplishment of the old. The law 

"* Was the preparatif to grace, and grace the perfec- 

tion of the law. Yet , that which the holy Ghoſt 
did operate moſt, was the inflaming them with 
ſo ardent a loue, as had they hada chouſand 
lives, they would willlingly have yeelded them 
for his ſake. And from this loue proceeded 
ſuch a feruerous defire of Gods glory , and 
that men ſhould know , loue, and eſteeme 
his infinit goodnes that euery one of them 
would have conſented to be Anathema for 
bl leſus Chriſt for the good of their bretheren, 

Kom.g, as Saint Paul defired. This fire of Devine ioue 
did warme , purity , and fortify their harts ,to 
the end they ſhould encounter with 'all the 

. power of hell and the world. And thoſe that 
before in time ot the paſſion were putt to flight, 
and abandonned their maſter and ſhutt them- 
ſelues vp in a lodging with feare and amaze- 
ment, when they had received this force and 
ſtrength from heaven they opened their doores, 
came forth in troupes , and preached amidit 
the ſtreetes : And Peter who at a filly maydes 
voyce had thrice denicd (and with oath ) his 
Lord, after he wasfilled, with this diuine Spirit 


and of all the poeple : and being taken and 
ſcourged with his companions , and worſe 
threatned , he: made no eſteeme of their threats 
nor menaces, lighting their ſcourges , he that 
before was frighted with fillie words ; they 


__ went filled with joy to have ſuffered and bin 

holy euill treatted for Jeſus Chriſt, 

in 2 And to fay that in few words which can 

r Fords Not be expreſied 1n many , if we will kaow 
roneerk* what the holy. Ghoſt did operate at his com- 

am Yan effect MDg, let vs but conſider the conuerfion of 


y 
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oppoſed all the power of Scribes and Pharilces, 
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ching, who being but twelue poore fiſhermen, of the 


the world, which came from the Apoſtles prea- 


Oo” 4 
comnmeg 


without eloquence , or humane wiſdo:ne , _ 
f rag 


without favor of Princes , ouercame* the þo y 
wiſeſt Philoſophers , the powerfulleſt ani cru- Eh; 
clleſt Tyrants of the world ;and dying, triam- 
phed ouer torments and death, overturned Sa- 
than out of his ſeate , tooke his ſcepter and 
crowne from him , which he had tyrannically 
viurred making himſelfe to be adored as God, 
Brictly they changed the harts of nations , to 
make them bclicue that a man crycityed was 
God , and as ſuch they ſhould receive him, 
and ſubmitt to the ſweet yoke of his law , and 
leauing the abominable, vices , the foulz and 
druciſh cuſtomes , which betore they vicd,thit 
they ſhould liue like men create for heauen, 
and redeemed with the blood of the Lawmbe : 
all this change, and conuerſion of the world 
was an efte& of the holy Ghoſt , which this 
day defceaded vpon the Apoſt'es, and fo ar- 
med them with his guifts, that the world could 
not reſiſt the verrue of the fame ſpirit which 
wrought both by them and in them, 
Yetlett no man thinke that the hoy Ghoſt 
deſcended only vpon the Apoſtles , aid that 5 he cf 
; ; , | ce. of 
with ther lite the eff:& of his comming was | « 
caded : for it is not ſo. He hath bin and 1s in comming 
his holy Church , his Spouſe , which is the Rr 
SChoole of thoſe Do@ors of heauen , which Ghoſt do 
the ſame Spirit ſent this day for to teach it to it to 
the world : and in effe& our, Saviour telus _ 
Chriſt faith it : 7 well pray the Father and he loan. 14, 
vb give you an other cnſolator , the Spirit of Toe boly 
truth , who shall remaine allways with you.He EY. 
is in this Church as the foule is in the body, 
giving 1t hte, and toall its members. For eucn 
as the ſoule is cauſe that the eye ſees, the care 
heares, the noſe ſmells, the tongue taſteth,the 
tunds touch and worke , the feete waike, and inthe 
eacry member of the body doth h's office, ſo <= 

: 7 wa a thc iog 
this deuine Spirit , as the Spirituall ſoule of {e in we 
tae Church ,doth ſtir vp , gouerne and cxer- Boys 
cite diuers offices, as by diuers members, yett 
all neceflary, and very conuenient tor the con- 
leruationand ſuſtentation of the Myſticall body 
of our Lo:id Ieſus Chriſt, beſides, he comes 
euery day into car ſoules, tfandifycth and abi- 
deth in them. For if we conſider well this day, 
the holy Ghoſt made two entries : the one 
vitible , the other invifible. The viſible was 
witha vchement winde , with the tongues of ,,,_** 
fire , with prodigies and miracles as we haue miugs of 
related , which were not ſo neceſſiry for the holy 
Apoſtles, as for vs who ought to belicue by OS | 
their preaching : ſo ſaith Saint Bernard ; Wher- viſible , | 
fore tid God giue unto the apoſtles the-tomgues © tet 
of nations ,tut for the conuer/ion of poeple? The 
other entry wus inwiſible, augmenting his gra- 
ces and guiſts in them, and imprinting in their peas, = 
harts the vertues, we haue ſpoken of, For al- 
though they had before recciued the holy Ghoſt 

whea 


RX, 


when our Saviour ſaid to them: Receize ye the 


holy Ghoſt it was not with ſuch abundance and 
plenitu:le, nor for ſuch etfefts as he gaue them 


Now: 

The firſt deſcent of the holy Ghoſt was 
made with ſuch a number of fignes and prodi- 
gies, which are now ceaſed , becauſe there is 
no more need of them , the Church being 
planted. The other deſcent , which is inuih- 
ble , remaining always , and is more perfe&t 
and profitable then the exteriour , which 
IS nel 4 by gratuite grace , ( wherof God 

20an, 14, furniſbcth all ways bis Church when itis need- 
| full ) and ſois the more to bepriſed: ]t is of 
that ,of which our Sauiour ſpeaketh, ſaying : 
Tf any one loue me be Will keepe my comman- 
ements , and my Father Will lone him: and we 
wil come wnto him", and will abide With him. 
And it is certain that there where the: father 
an1 the ſonne arethe holy Ghoſt cometh alſo, 
not only enriching the ſoyle, into which he 
commeth , with his guifts , but alſo with his 
royall' preſence and entring into the ſoule, 
mak<eth it his Temple and abode for that efte&, 
purifyeth and ſanQifieth it himſelfe , and em- 
beliſhethit with his guitts, to render it worthy 
of ſuch a gueſt, 
This divine ſpirit is in the foule of a juſt 
Ghiſt is man ,as the ſunne is in the world , which it 


How the 


in the doth give light vato, as aking in the king- 
aw of ome which he gouerneth, as the maſter of a 


family in the houſe he diſpoſeth of, and as 
the maſter of a ſchoole , which he teacheth. 
This bleſſed Spirit is the light of the yaderſ- 
(© randing, the heat of the will , the cxcitator of 
, the memory , the ankor of our hopes , the 
| bridle of our feares, the ſalt of ſpirituall guſt, 
the remedy of our paſſions , the ſterne otour 
nauigations, the haven and accompliſhment 
of our good defires, It is he that inſinuates vs 
into the harts of the world , he that changeth 
and rceſtoreth vs our guſt that was de- 
p__ :he makes vs loue that which we ab- 
orred before, he dreſſeth our intentions, mor- 
tificth our appetites , compoſcth and adiuſteth 

our powers. 

The holy Ghoſt (as Saint Chryſoſtome 
faith ) is the reformation of our image , the 
perfe&ion of our ſpirit , and reparation of our 
ſoule, the holy Ghoſt is the Author of our faith, 
the ſpiritual! ſunne of our eyes, the fire of 
our interiour man, the breake of day which 

© Tifeth in our harts, The holy Ghoſt js the ric- 
Whatthe hes of Gods children , and the infinit treaſure 
x. Gboſt of divine riches, the gage of our happines and 
wotketh the firſt fruites ofeternall life. By the holy Ghoſt 
Church, the Prophets arc illuminated, the idiots raiſed to 
high wiſdome : the kings anoyntcd, the Prieſts 
ordained,the Doors graduated, the Ghurches 
ſanftityed , the Altars conſecrated, the waters 
purityed , the diuclls caſt forth, and all forts 
of dilcaſes arc healed: Thus faith this eloquent 
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Doftor, This day the Church at maſſe inuo- exraros;| 
cating this moſt holy Spirit , calleth it Ser. de | 
Fathcr of the poore , diſtributor of guiſts, Poe * 
light of harts , Conſolator moſt ſuauc , and Q 
moſt ſweete gueſt, retreſhment of the ſoule, ; 
the repoſe in troubles , a gratious ſhadow in 
the heates , a ſolace in teares. Without this 
divine Spirit man 1s naked, diſarmed, andde- 
livered into the hands of his enemies. He is 


blinde and ſees not Gods anger aboue him, 


and hell gaping below him , ready to de- | 2 


uvoure him : at his right hand deluding prof- 
perity, at his leaft hand perplexed aducriity:be+ 
fore him , the diucll drawes , behinde, ; art 
catcheth him,without,the world ouerturns him, 
within him , his fleſh tickles him , he ſees noe 
all this , becauſe the light of the holy Ghoſt 
is wanting, without which there is nothing but 
darknes, night and obſcurity. And of the other 
fide , man ayded by this light is propped vp, 
and vnder ſhelter, is ſo well and ſufficiently 
prouided , ſo ſtrong and powerfull , that the 
oates of hell can not preuaile againſt him, This 
being ſo , we ought to thinke on nothing 
more , then of inuoking the holy Ghoſt from 
the bottom of our ſoule, that he would deigne to 
vilit vs abide with vs, enrichand adorn vs with 
his divine guifts. But to the end that he may 
come, we muſt diſpoſe our ſelues, as did the A- 
poſtles to receiue him this day, with continuall "Ov ® 
and fervent prayer , ardent deſires of his pre- diſpoſe | 
ſence and loue. For the holy Ghoſt comes willin- ourſelye: 
gly to thoſe who on the one fide do defire 510 ts: 
and inuocate him with ſighes and tearcs,with grace of 
profound humility, and acknowledgement of ** « 

their own weakenes , and on the other ſide *** 
do come full of confidence founded on the | 
goodnes of the ſame Lord , and of that infinit 

loue , which cauſzth in him a greater defire to 

communicate his Spirit vato vs, then we our 

ſelues can wiſh, And with this vnion which 

was among the Apoſtles , that charity and 

zeale of Gods glory diſpoſed them as dry wood 

to receive the holy Ghoſt in forme of fire which 

dricth our affe&ions of the moyſture of our 

pleaſures ,and inordiate appetites. Let vs finiſh 

then this diſcourſe , calling affe&uoully on the 

_-_ of the holy Ghoſt , begging humbly that © 


e would deſcend and dycllin vs , conſecrate Janoeati- ] 
ON OTTRE * 


H, Ghoſ} | 


How we 


his Temple in our ſoules, to the cad we may 
partake of the ioy and ſolemnity offo great 
a feaſt , and incomparable benefit , which by 
his deſcent , all the world receiued this day, 
And the better to inuoke , let vs vie St. Au- 
guſtin his own words: come then, o come, 
moſt benigne conſolator of an aflifted ſoule, 
an oportune and afſured defender and pro- 
teftor in tribulation. Come San&tificator of 
linners, remedy of the ſick , ſtrength of the fee+ 
ble,great ſolace of the vanquiſhed,maſter ofthe 
humble , terror of the proud , pious father of 
the Orphelins , juſt mdge of the widdowes, 

xernedy 
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o thou guide of thoie that faile ,aflured hauen of 


thoſe that are ſhaken againſt the banks ; come 
Lord , come vato my foule, becaule thou art 
the only hope of all thoſe that liuc , and the 
true lite of all thoſe that dy. Co:ne, moſt holy 
Spirit , come and take pity of me , conforme 


my Spirit vato thine, my litlenesto thy great- 
nes, ſuſtaine my weakenes with thy 9a 

eaſe thee 
through Icſus Chriſt my Sauionr , who liveth 
and"raigneth in thy vnity with che Father, 
world with out end. Amen. | 
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THE FEAST OF THE MOST 
bleſſed Trinity. 


, Movg divers maruelous exccllen- 
cics of Chriſtian Religion, one of 
/ the greateſt, is , to lubic@-hu- 
7/6, NN manc vnderſtanding to the light 
2FEe=< of faith, to belicue what it ſecth 
not by corporall fences , nor can com- 
prehend by mans reaſon. The Myiteries 
of our holy Religion are ſo ſublime , and the 
things that we 'belieue ſo ſcucraine and 
divine , that we looſe the fight of them , they 
ſurpaſling the reaſon of all vnderſtanding crea- 
ted, as well by reaſon of the moſt high Ma- 
icſty of God, as of the meancnes , and ſinall 
capacity of a creature , betwixt whom and 
God , there is an infinit diſtance : wherfore 
the Kingly Prophet ſaith: that God did inuiron 
with darkenes the Tabernacle where he dwelt, 
and thoſe Seraphins which Eſay ſaw of each 
ſide of God preaching his praifes,couered his 
face and feete ;togiue to vnderſtand, that they 
could not comprehend that i:nmenfity which 
bath neither beginning nor end. And to this 
purpoſe Saint Auguſtin ſpeaketh, thus, of God: 
Thos only in the moſt boly and diume writings 
art call:d God omnipotent , aboue all praiſe and 
glory , ſuperexalted and moſt high atoue all ex- 
cellence intelligible, intellefluall , and ſencible, 
aboue all that zs in heauen and on earth : and 
this in an inenarrable and incomprebenſible man- 
ner : for that with thy diuinity occulte , and 
ſuapereſſentiall, and aboue all reaſon ,underſtan- 
ding , and being ,thou reſideſt in thy ſelfe , as in 
8n inacceſſible light, incomprebenſible , and ineff a- 
ble , vnto Which no other light can approach :tor 
this lizht can neither be contemplated, ſeen, wn- 
derſiond, comprebended , nor attaine1 wnto, nor 
changed , nor communicated With , but ſurpaſieth 
the penetrating fizbt ,not only of men ,but euen 
of the Angels. And it is ao wondcr that man, 


” 
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remedy of the ponre, ſolace of the wearied:come, | who can not comprehend himſelfe , nor the 


eſlzace of his ſoule, how it doth informe and 
pive lite , and beauty ro the body , nor cuen 
other things more vile and baſe, which he 
hath in his hands ; he knowes not how the 
litle worme maketh filke of his own tioath, 
and the bee fills his litle cells with hony, nor 
the prouidence of the Ante, nor the ad niravle 
compolition of a litle fly , nor infia:t, other 
things which we ſce in creatures : that man 
(l ſay) can not comprehend this infinit eſſence, 
ſo inmenſe, incomprehenſible , and fo diſtant 
from our nature, and all that is created, It is 


thinke highly of him who'is moſt high ; and 
that we artcibute voto him the moſt high and 
beſt being of all thoſe which our vnilerſtan- 
ding can imagin : and when we do attain 
to ſome things of God which are high, ict vs 
belicue, that there isan infinity of other things 
which we can not reach, for that Gol ſhouid 
not be God nor could not be, it we could 
graſpe or comprehend him with. our tceble 
vnderſtanJing : ſo 1n that we do not vnderſtand 
the depth ofthe Myſtcries of our holy faith, itis 
a figne that the things are of God, who being 


lible, 

Supppoſe then that many of tke Myſteries 
which we -belicue and contcile are molt kizh 
and aboue all' humane reaſon , neuertheleſle , 
the myſtery. of ,the bleſſed Trinity is the moit 
ineffable of all. It is an 1wmmenſe Ocean , an 
innauigable gulfe, an Abyſle witkout a bot- 
tom , where mans vnderſtanding is loſt an4 
drowned , and therc is no tongue can <xplicat2 
it. Hence com th Saint Auguttins acclaination : 


art holy Trinity , admiratle , wholy inf a'le, 
znuiſible, incomprebenſuble unintelligible, and ſus 
reſsenttall , thow exceedeſt all the ſences, rea(on , 
wnderſtanding , intelligence , and eſſence of the 
celeſtiall Spinits , yea of the Angells themſe'wes: 
It is faid that it happened to Saint Auguſtin 
one day writing the Bookes of the Tiinity , 
meditating on what he was to write, he was 
walking penſive by the ſea ſhoare , where he 
tound a childe who had made a litle hole, 
which he: en. !cauoured t9 fill with the ſea was 
ter. And as the Saint was looking to lee 
the invtille employment of the childe, he asked 
him what he meant to do: Lhe childe ſaid he 
intended to dry vp the fea, and put al its 
water into that litle hollow he halmade: The 
SM, replyed ſmiling ; but doeſt thou not ({-e that 
1s 1mpoſſible fince the waters of the (ea are inh- 
nit,ard thy little hole ſo ſmall? Then the ch le 
replied . It will. be much eafter to do what 
I pretende, then for you to comprehend in 
your vndcrſtanding what you muſe of : ang 
that vaniſhed; whereby Sain* Aguſtin 


y 
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K derſtanding 


moſt conformable to reaſon , that we ſhould 


T hou only ,O bleſied Trinity ,knowe# that thou 
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derſtanding of man is , to ſound in. ſo deepe 
a ſca:and that with out the Rar and guide 
of Faith they could not cſcape _— on a 
Rock , or ſplitting who cucr ſhould vndertake 
it. 
We may well prouc by naturall reaſons 
that there is a God, and that God only one, 

_ * I and that there can not be many Gods * which 
we Tri ſome Philoſophers haue knowne by the only 
nity c2® light of naturall reaſon and proued it : but 
i:rſtoos that God ſhould be one in eſſence, andthree 
burby re* 50, perſons, and that there is a Father ,a ſonne, 
ores anda holy Ghoſt in one nature and ſubſtance, 
and that theſe three perſons are one only God, 

in that manner as our faith teacheth vs , t'is 
a ſecrct hidden to all the ſages ; for God by 
his inacceſſible light and infirit ſplendor 
blindeth tho'e that behold him , as the funne 
doth dazle thoſe that caſt their eyes {u}l vpon his 
face : for Gods revelation only can make the 
Myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity vnderſtood : 
wheretore our lord and Redemer Icfus Chriſt 
faid no body did know the ſonne but the Fa- 
ther , nor the Father, but the ſonne, and thoſe 
that the ſonne would revealc it vnto. And St. 
Joan, x,- Tobn the Evangeliſt ſaith: that none had ſeen 
__ God but that only the ſonne , who is in the 
beſome of the Father ,bad reucalcd him vnto vs. 

Holy Church celebrates this fo high and 

proſound Myſtery, the day of the Feaſt of the 

woſt Holy Trinity , which ty the inſtitution 

of Pope Iohn the two and twentith , about 

the yeare one thouſand three budried and 

twenty was celcbrated "through out all the 
Theinſti- world , the day of the oave of Pentecoſt: 
_—_— and is a feaſt of very great veneration aboue 
endics all thoſe that the Church celebrateth. For 
e-cclen- although all the Feaſts of the yeare are in ho- 
©, ore nor of God , and do tende thither and there 
terminate : for either they are feaſts of Saints, 

which arc kept for that they have bin great 
ſervants of Cod , and hus faithtull creatures,or 

els they are feaſts of fome devine perſen , as 

kauing done ſome gord and benefit to vs ( as 

the Nativity , Circun:cifon , Epiphany , Reſur- 
xeftion, Aicenfion of Icſfus Chriſt and comming 

or tke holy Ghoſt) and thoſe tend more imme- 

diately to tte honor of Gcd : yet both the 

cne and the other do mcet ſomething that is 

net God: The krſt, of Saints , who. have bin 

men : the ſecond , in ſome a@ or teneft, 
ſollemniſed in them : but the Feaſt of the ble(- 

fed Trinity ſcares cnly aboue creatcd effects, 

and mounts higher then all tht is in the 
creature ,fixeth the eyes of faith immediately 

on God hiwlclt, and that in an admirable man- 

ner not conſidering hm, or following the track 

of na'urall effefs only as he 1s the Creator, 

nor by the ſurnaturall effects as he 15 the giver 

of grace, and the worker of maruelous things; 

nor looking only on his attributes, as infinity, 
OMNipotency , wiſcdome , goodnes , Beauty ; 


Math. 1, 


 cfſence. andtrine in perſons; which are Father, 


but adoring him in himſelfe, ſubiugating our 
vnderſtandings vnto him for his being one 
in eſſence , and three in perſons, which (as 
we haue faid) without the light of Faith, we 
can not ſee , nor comprehend. 
W hat our faith teacherh vs in this ſacred 
and ineſtimable Myſtery , is this : that God is - wh, 


lo one ,as hc istrine : one , in his nature and faith 
teacheth 


CONCerT® 


ſonne and holy Ghoſt, which perſons altkough oing thi 
each one be God , they are not three Gods , Myſtery 
bur one true liwing Grd. She teacherh more, 
that the firit perſon , which is the Father, con- 
templating and vnderſtanding himſelt moſt 
pertely from all eternity , did produce and 
ingender a notice of himſclfc and conception, 
not accidcntall , but ſubſtantiall , whom we 
call the only ſonne of God , and the ctcrnall 
word, ſplendor of his glory , and figure of his 
ſubſtance , as perfe& and accompliſtt as he 


who hath begott him , who is God , eucn as i 
the Father, who did begett him is God : and 2 


that the two divine perions , Fathcr and ſonne 
behclding and compleafing each other with 
inexplicable ioy and contentement, love infi- 
knitly : whence reſultsa reciprocall love which 
is allo ſubſlance | and not accident, whichpro- 
ceeds from the father and from the ſonne ( as 
trom one beginning) which we call holy Ghoſt 
and this is the third perſon 1n the moſt bleſſed 
Trinity, All theſe three perſons are equall in 
all,for the perfeAion whichis ſaid in the Father 
to be Father, is ſaid of the ſonne to be ſonne, 
and of the holy Ghoſt ro be holy Ghoſt , as 
ponerng from the two. The Father is the 


eginnjng of the ſonne, and is not born of any Fs 
other per{on,and the ſonne js begot of the Fa *F 


ther alone,and with the ſame Fatheris the be- 
ginning of the holy Ghoſt, 


But becauſe in cxpiicating this divine Myſ- 4 


tery we name Father, ſonne and Generation, Thee & 
as man is very 1gnorant,and icarce vaderſtands "*"! 2% 
any thing, it it fall not vnder his ſences: The the fail 
Chiiſtian ouſt therfore raiſe his hart aboue is dif 
all tewporzll and iraile things, for to paſſe to 55 
tO the eternall and divine , where there is not, creatus 
nor can be any corporal! generation. But con- | 
trarily he ought to -vnderſtand , that in this 
cternall generation, that which happeneth in 
temporall generations,which are wrought and | 
haue ending , is not there , becauſe that this þ 
eternall —_—_— , by which the Father en- : 
gendred his ſonne , is not paſſed ,nor cnded , ; 
but begetts him fill ,and will always begett b: 
him :itmuſt not be thought neither, that as in » 
the world here, the Father is betore the ſonne: "NY 
ic 1s not fo in this incffable Myſtery. For fo ay, © 
long as the Father hath bin , the ſonne hath in Sy- © 
likewiſe ever bin ; thee is not in him neither t22, © 
fiſt nor laſt, as St. Athanaſius affirms in his Ts | 
Symbole , ncither is the Father elder then the cap. « 
ſonne, nor the ſonne younger then the Father, 


but all 
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but all the three perſons are equall in all, con- 
ſubſtantiall , coeternall , "Trinity in vni'y, and 
vnity in Trinity , ſaith Saint Aguſtin. 

This is a ſummary of what-the Catholicke 
Church teacheth v s of this Myſtery: Thus 1s the 
light wichthe trac maſter andſunne of iuſtice 
our LordIelus Chriſt bringeth vs trom heauen, 
which though in the holy ſcriptures of the old 
: =_ Teſtament , our lord had declared it in 
d_ this ſome wordes . ſhalowes , figures, and as like a 
| tp borrowed light ; there was notwithſtanding fo 
$cfiament much obſcurity to reade and vnderſtand them, 
od wi) that ſome Saints , Sages , Prophets , and friends 
of God did not know ſo much , as what the 
words and myſterious figures ſignified. For as the 
Hebrew poeple were rude , and inclined to 
Jdolatry , it was not convenient to ptopoſc 
vnto them clcerly the Myſtery ot the moſt 
bleſſed Trinity, leaſt through their weakenes, 
and for that they luued amongſt Ido'aters, they 
might take occaſion to belicuc that the three 
perſons of the Trinitie were thiee diſt:n& Gods, 
and that they might adore them for ſuch , and 
committ Idolatry : which was the-rcaſon the 
Prophets always preached , that God was one 
and alone , Creator , Gouernor of all things 
Whence created, whom they ought to adore, ſe1uc,and 
coment Obey, reſcruing (as bauc faid)to ſome ſages, 
| fe know -Saints more illuminated with heavenly 
ledge light, to vndeiſtand the Trinity ol per!onsand 
me hea» VNity of eſſence From whom, and out of holy 
thess -ſcriptures, that ſome heathcns did read , there 
- hog was after ſpread in Egypt among the Perſians 
Myſtery, and Chaldeens (although confuſedly) ſome no- 

tions and markes of this inexplicable Myſtery. 

From this beginning , or from ſome particular 
reuclation , we are to bclieuc to haue bin de- 

rived all that is found written in the bookes 

of ancient Philoſophers, v hich ſeemeth ro have 

ſome conformity with that , which the Catho- 

licke Church teacheth of this Myſtery ; as that 

which we ſce of Mercurius Trilmegiſtus and 

Auguſt. of Plato , and what St. Auguſtin writes to haue 
lib. con- read in the bookes of the Platonik Philoſophers, 
76.9 hich though they are not the ſame words , 
the ſentences are almoſt the ſame, The begin- 

nipg of Saint Iohns Goſpell , where he ſaith, 

that the beginning was the word, and thatthis 

word was with God , and God was the ward : 

As alſo it is credible , that all that which the 
Sybilles , ſo Jong before the comming of ovr 
Saviour, ſeemed to ſay of this Myſtery, was by 

2 particular light of heauen , that ſo the Gen- 

tiles rcading thoſe bookes and eſtecming them 

as Oracles , {ould be the more diſpoſed to 

receive the Goſpell , and aſter to belicue more 

oO facily that which the holy Apoſtles did preach 
Chriſtex- of the Myſtery of the bleſſed Tiinity. But for ' 
plicateth the clcerc, entyre , and perfe@ explication ot 
this MyC- it , it was moſt conuenicnt that the cternall 
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our ſaluation ,. that we ſhould: acknowledge 
him for man . and alſo for true God, we-can 
not know him, but by firſt knowing that he 
was the only ſonne of God, and ſecond. perſon 
of the B., Trinity, who for our remedy clothed 
biaſclf with the jack of our fleſh. So in. many 
places in the Goſpell there is mention made of 
three diuine perſons , as when. he faith : When 
the Spirit Conſolater shall come , hom. my Far 
ther will ſend in my name : and els where:When 
the Paraclete shall twme , whom 7 will ſend you 
from my Father : tor the Fatheris a rerſon from 
whom he is ſent : and the fonne who ſendeth 
him 1s an other, and the holy Ghoſt, who 1s 
ſent an other : and Sig Paul conforming to 
this, ſaith: God bath ſent the Spirit of bis ſonne 
into our barts : And to the Romans : If the 
Sperit , Who hath raiſed Tejus againe do dwell in 
308. But our Lord faith it more clecre and dif- 
tinAly , when he ſent the Apoſtles to preach 
throughout the world , commanding them to 
Baptiſe all nations in the name of the Father, 
and of the ſonne, and of the boly Ghoſt, Spcci-. ware. z4. 
tying and naming by their names the three di- 

uine perſons , ot Father ,ſonne, and ho'y Ghoſt 

in the vnity of eſſence. That is to be vadeil(- 

tood , that they ſhould baptiſc in the name, and 

he ſays nct in the names of the Father , ſonne 

and holy Ghoſt for although they are three 
perſons, they haue- but one rame, that is to ſay, 

one vertue and one Maiecſty. And Saint Jokn 

in the fuſt ot his Epiſtles faith: There be three 1-Toan 5; 
that giue teſtimony in beawen , the Father , the 

Tora, and the holy Ghoſt , ana theſe three are one 

and the ſame thing. AndS. Paul writing to tie pom. 11; 
Romans : for that all tEings do proceed from him | 
and are ty him, and are cunjeruedin him ,to bim 
be konenr and glory for ever «Amen. When the 
Afoſtie faith ( this is Saint Auguſtins cxplica- 
cation) that all things proceed from bim , he 
ſignifycth the Father , and throw 
mityeth the (onne , ad in him he vnderſtan- 
deth the holy Ghoſt : and adding, to him be 
bonor and glory , he giveth clecrly to vnder( 
tand that theſe thiee- perſons arc one only 
God, who baue one and the felt ſame ſubs 
t:nce, And in ſome ather places of the new 
Teſtament particular mention is made of the 
divinity of Iclus Chriſt as in the firſt Epiſtle , of 
S, Tobn : To the end (faith lic) that we 5bould in- 
corporate and be yutted with Teſus Chriſt bis true 
fonne whois the true God, and eternal life; And 
S. Paul : T be benignity and bumanity of the $1ui- 
oxr our God bath appeared. And in an other 
place; He who When be was in the forme of God, 
thought it no robbery ,, bimſeife , to be equall 0 
God : And writing: to the Hebrewes , and 
magni.ying the g:catnes of lelus Chriſt aboue 
all ihe Angells : faith : 7to which of the «An- 
gells bath God exer -jaid : Thou art my ſonne, 
and I baxe tegotten thee? And more plaine'y 
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becomming man , and it being neceſiary for | 


doth our Sauwiour hunlcli tay , that he was the 
lame, 


fame thing with the Father. Wherefore the 
beloucd Diſciple faith, that the Jewes would kill 
p_ Chuſt not ſo much becauſe he did not 
ecp the Sabbath , as for that he ſaid , that 
God was his Father, and that he made him- 
ſelf equall to ' God : As tor the Ciuinity 
of the holy Ghoſt , Saint Peters teſtimony 
iseuident ,when reprchending, Ananias , for 
retaining a part of the price of the heritage 
he had fold; he faid to him : why hath Sathan 
tempted thy hart that thou Shouldſt iy to the 
boly Ghoſt : and adds : Thow haſt not Lyed to 
men , but to God: As if he should fay : He that 
aſſaults the holy Ghoſt , aſſaults God, And in 
the firſt Epiſtle to Fo of Corinth Saint Paul 
atteſts it cleerly , teaching vs how all the guiſts 
that come from heauen, although they be many 
and divers, do proceed from the ſame ſpirit, 
and the ſame Lord , and ſame God. 
This truth therefore being expreſly tavght 
The illu- jn the new Teſtament , and our hart being 
afong? Hluminated with the light of faith , which 
faith fee- doth teach it vnto vs ,and it being alſo con- 
HR firmed by the Apoſtles , who preached it, by 
Catndes an infinit number of Martyrs who haue dyed 
for to jn defence of it ,and by many moſt holy moſt 
| 9g p wiſe, and moſt learned Doors, which haue 
ety, Not only taught it, but alſo with infinit Jabours 
and dangers have maintayned it againſt all ſuch 
Hereticks , as haue lm to impug- 
neit. And ſecing allo that our holy Mother 
the Catholick, Apoſtolick and Romane Church 
doth nouriſh and bring vp her children with 
the milke of this her Dorine; All this , I ſay, 
being ſuppoſed , they who are truly the chil- 
dren of the ſaid Catholick Church do readily 
captiuate and ſubmitt their vnderſtanding vnto 
the Catholicke fayth; and without ſearch after 
arguments or ſubtiltyes ofreaſons, they belceue, 
with a moſt fincere and profound humility 
all that , which the fayd Church doth 
command and teach. Afterwards , when this 
truth is thus planted and hath taken deepe 
root in their hart , they then beginne to ſearch 
after words , and reaſons and fimilitudes, 
whereby to explicate this incffable myitery, 
and to joyne faith with reaſon, becauſe that 
faith (as we have ſayd )being ſcarce ſufficient 
of it ſelf , reaſon ioyneth with it , and this 
being illuminated and ſtrengthned with a 
great light of the ſayd fayth, doth ſearch after, 
and tynds that which without fayth it cannot 
light on. And in this manner the holy , wiſe 
and learned Dofours haue found out ſo many 
reaſons and ſimilitudes in this myſtery. For if 
generation be a perfc&ion in Crearures, and 
ſterility a defe& : why ſhould we make God 
ſerill, and not give him, in a degree infinitely 
more perte&, the perfeion of his owne crea- 
tures: So faith the ſame lord : Ferbaps 7 Who 
gine the faculty of generation to all creatures, 


sbould remaine ſterill ? In this manner then we. 
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do inhaunce the goodnes of God, and baniſh 
ſterility and ſolitude : for it there were none 
but Angells and mcn, with the otker inferiout 
creatures, God would rewaine alone , as did 
Adam among all the beaſts, had not Eve, being 
of the fame nature with him , bin created: for 
there is a greater diſtance ſrom Argells and 
men to God, then there was from Acdani to the 


beaſts : and if = be communicatiue, andthe . 
0 


greater it is, ſo nwch the greater is its com- 
munication , God being infinitely gocd , he 
ought to be infinitely communicable. Now 
this communication can not be to creatures of 
heaven and catth which God hath giuen vs, 
for that they are all before him, as itthey were 
nct, and are allmoſt nothing,and of themnſelues 
finite and limited by time ; yet are they inhnit 
in the way that God produceth them ( who 
is infinit) and ſo ovght he to communicat 
with himſelf, giving his ſame nature and being, 


which is a moſt perfe& communication. , and 


if God had not communicated himſelfin this 
manner, it had bin becauſe he had not willed 
it , or that he hadnot bin able. If he had not 
willed it, he had then bin (asSaint Auguſtin, 


and Saint Ambroſe fay ) envious and covetous, ,,,.- Þ 


and it he had notbin able , then weake,in not bb. 5..ds 
bringing to paſſe all that he would. And more, fd. <.8. 


if God through his infinit goodnes , deſerueth - > > 


to be loued with an infinit charity, which can Mar. 7» Þ 


not be butin God, it is a thing neceſſary, that 
there ſhould be perſons in God which love 
infinitely , to the end that the only goodnes © 
of God might not be fruſtrate of an infinit 
loue which is due vnto him. And as the cha- 
rity of God, by being infinit, can not be grea- 
ter: cuen ſo it can not be more perfe& , and 
the greateſt perfetion of loue, is, when it ar- 
rives to that point of perfeftion , that he wills 
that he wp loueth, ſhould be as much loued 
as himſelf, For it 1s a miarke of great weake-= 
nesnot to conſent to have a companion in 
loue , nor to deſire that an other ſhonld be 
as much loued as the louc it felf, It is rea- 
ſon therfore that the Father and the ſonne 
ſhould haue an other perſon , which ſhould 
coniointly be loved with. them , and this is 
the perſon of the holy Ghoſt, wl.o is cternall 
louc and conſubſtantial to the Father and 
to the ſonne , and proceeds from both as 
from one beginning : for , as the Father is 
always contemplating his infinit eſſence and 
beauty (for Ariſtotle hath acknowledged the 
ſame, that there was no other thing proportio- 
nable nor equall to the divine vnderſtandin 
but the glory of his cflence and divinity Yan 
is always with that viſion , producing the 
eternall word: ſo the Father louing and com- 
pleaſing himſelf in his ſonne , and the ſonae 
the father , they reſpire and breath forth eter- 
nally the holy Ghoſt, who is eternall loue, 
immcnlſc, iafuit , and conſubſtantiall to the 


Fathes 


- 
>. _ _ -. . 
& Dan een Loader” id. Se. 


J 'P God bath 
fp m rin- 
*rcd this 
"Kyſtery 
In bis 
>DICAcures 


« 
* 
>) 


u aſt, 
_— de 
xeat-and 


iS .6.ſcrm 
nbroſe HL, 16. 
5. do 
cc. 
'g lbs $0 
Ct. 6+ 18 mo” Narials 


2 vi 


Father and to the ſonne, whence he procecdeth 
as from one beginning. 

But lee vs leaue theſe reaſons which are 

all too ſhort and approach not to by thoufandth 

art to this incffable Myſtery , which God 

(war? alſo engrauen in his creatures , eſpecially 

in man who , hath three powers in one 
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and the ſame foule , memory , vaderitanding , ' 


and will, by reaſon wherof we fay , he hath 
bin formed to the Image and likenes of God; 
and in the ſunne,in which Saint Auguſtin 
faith , there is the body of the ſunne, and the 
ray that procedes from the ſame ſunne , and 
the heate that cometh from the ſunne and from 
the rays : and in the tree there is: the root, 
that produceth the branch , and the root and 
the brafch that produce the fruit. In the crea- 
tion and generation of man we ſee the fame 7 
for we finde that Adam, Eue ,and Abel, who 
were three perſons of the ſame nature , recei- 


Rent x, ued not their nature in the fame manner : for 


Adam had not his beginning from any other 
man , and Euc had it trom Adam alone, being 
formed of one of his r1bbs , and Abel, of Adam 
and Eue by generatioa : fo the divine perſons 
haue one ud the ſame being , the Father of 
himſelf, the ſonne of the Father by way of 
vnderſtanding , the hoiy Ghoſt of the Father 
and the ſonne by way of loue. If three men 
were immortall ,they would not live all three 
longer then any one of tnem: and it they were 
equally wiſe , they would not be all three 
wiſer , then any one : fo the divine perſons, 


though they be three diſtin& , are equallin all» 


for that they are the ſame wiſedome,the ſame 
etcrnity , and ſo ofall the other attributesand 
divine perfe&tions, which are infinit, | 
Neuertheleſſe if we will contider, and vti- 
fold more particularly , what God hath enclo- 
ſed in his creatures, we ſhall finde in themall, 
a trace of the Myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity. 
They all ſceme to be ſcaled with this ſcale, 
and marked with this ſtampe of the three diuine 
perſons , far in all of them we finde the num- 
ber of three , and they haue all bin created 
by weight .number and meaſure. For in the firſt 
place, all this machine and vniuerle of creatu- 
res, is one, but divided into three parts: Into 
creatures purely ſpirituall , as are the Angells, 
and into CR , AS are the others, man ex- 
cepted, and man , who is compoſed of body 
and fouſg, and participateth with Angells in 
the ſoule,, and with beaſts in body : now the 
Angpells are the fame thingin nature, and all 
agrce that they ate a ſpirituall eſſence ,ſepara- 
ted from all matter , but they are divided into 
three Hierarchies , and cuery Hierarchy into 
three Quires , as the Doors teach vs. I fay 


enyf, More, that 1n euery Angell the Trinity ſhineth: 


F<-2calelt fox Saint Denis th'Arcopagite faith , in eucry 
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Angell, there is the ellence , and the vertue or 
power , and the operauon, ang thele three 


Fo 


things together make an Angell. The corpo- 

ral: creatures do likewiſe repreſent vs a Trini- 

ty, for they are deuided into heauens, clements, 

and things compoſed of Elements : The hea- 

uens are incorruptible , and this incorruptibi- 

lity is common to them all , nevertheleſle they 

differ in motion ,which is in three manners, 
becauſe the empyriall heauen is not moued , 

nor doth moue : The priwam mobile is moued 

and moueth, the others are moued and mouec 

not : what ſhall 1 ſay of the foure Elements 

that agree all in a corrruptible matter, yet the 
ſuperiour which 1s the firg is ſhining and cleere, 

the inferiour, which is carth , is obſcure , the 

water and aire which arc in the midle, neither 

clecre , nor obſcure , but diaphane and tranſpa. 
rent ? In fire there 1s the eſſence , light and 

heate : In aitc the chree, that are called regi- 

ons , ſupcriour , midle ,and inferiour, In watcr 

there is fountaine , riucr and lake : on earth 

the three principall parts «f the world : To 

paſſe then to things compoicd of elements(as 

Saint Hilary faith ) every thing is one in it 

ſelfe, and hath its certaine torme ; its kinde, 

and its end to which it haſtens and dire&s 

vnto, Of man , who is the third mem- 
ber of the firſt diuiion , we haue alredy 
faid, that not only he repreſents vs the Trinity 
as other corporall creatures do, but as an im... 

e and likenes, by reaſon of his memory,vn- 
erſtanding and will , wherewith his ſoule is 
adorned. And what we haue faid of creatures, 
we tant proue in the arts and ſcicnces, which 

are all brought to perfection by nature act, and 

vie. But let vs lay aſide thelc ſmaller inquiſt- 
tions, and what herein we could bring out 

of divers authors , if it were neceffary, for the 
explication of the bleſied Tainity , for there 

is no image accidentall which wholy refem- 

bleth it's modell ; nor ſhadow that perfectly 
repreſents the body of which it is the ſhadow; 

nor track of any creature, by which we are 
raiſed to know and comprehend this myſtery, 
there is no other way to vudciſtand it , then 

to beleeue it, and to ſubmit our ſelucs to the 

lipht of faith ( as we haue ſaid) and to humble 

our {clues acknowledging our baſenes and inca- 
pacity andthe hight and Maiclly of God, who 

ior our conſolation , and confirmation of this 

truth , to the confuſion of Hereticks, in diuers Miracles 
timcsand places , hath wrought great miracles m—_ 
which the Saints relate , ſome ot which I (hall tj: 4; 
here inſcrt for edification ot the faith(ull. ty 

S. Gregory Biſhop of Neocefarca (who for > me 

his wondextull miractes was named Thaumae» <c.-.Gregs 
turgus) being in prayer the Virgin Mary ap- Nice | 
peared to him, and Saint Iobn the Evangelift Greg, 
with her, who by the Virgins command gaue 
him a rule of faith, which he ought to keepe 
and preach , in which expresfly was compre- 
hended the Myſtcry of the Trinity , as Saint 


| Gregory of Nice brother to Saint Bakl,writes 
un his 
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in' his life. Saint Athanaſius writes , in the 
Ach-naf. life of Saint Antony Abbot, thata little beiorc 
77 ng the Arian Hereſy brake forth , which denied 
' the ſonne of God to be God, our lord reuea- 
led to Saint Antony the ruine anddeſtrution 
which tlat Heretick ſtould brivg vn'o the 
Church : wkich cauſed in the faint ſuch 5 
horror of the Arians , that he wou'd not per- 
mittthem to'come vnto the m:ountaine, where 

he dwelt. nor to be in his company. 
SM nnd Bede and Adon ſay in t'.cir Martyrologes 
Ado, 2. that Teſus CEriſt appeared in priſon to Saint 
Peter Ma:tyr Biſt op of Alexandria , in agar- 


ment all tcrn trom head to toot : {nd the. 


Saint demanding of our loid , what that torn 
arwent meant, heto1d him it was his Chur.h 
wv hich Arrius had fo torn and pluckt in pic- 
ces, w ho was after the inventor ot the Hereſy 
ci his name , againſ the divinity of Chriſt : 
which Arus, with an o:ler no lefſe wonder- 
fuil m;«clce, endeavouring to enter the Church 
ot Conttantinojle by torce (where Saint Ale- 
xander Archbiſhop was making his prayer 
to defend it) as he was at his neceſſitys , on 
aloe: 1 the iud.;cn v«yded his gutts God reuerging 
'o ..13 that injury againſt the Trinity, as Ruffines and 
Aran Saint Athan, fivs do write. Saint Hilary having 
er10, bin baniſh. d iro 1 his Biſhoprick ot Poitiers, 
aa Epiit becaulc he conteitied the Myſtery of the Tri- 
ad Satay» nity Leiieed by veituc ©. the T11nity an Ifland 
f,om an inhnit company ot venimous ſcrpents, 
which inteited it , by his only preſence and 
co.nnand, and raiied a dead body,as Fortuna- 

tys writes in his lite. 

In Saint Bafiils tame , betwcen the Ca- 
tholickes and Arian Heretickes, a very great 
contention aroſe about a Church , which eithe 
fide claimed as their right. Saint Bafil offered 

« to the Herctickes that denied the Trin:ty, that 
the Chuich ſhould be cloſe ſtutt with bolts 
and iocks, and they ſtould fiſt make their 
prayer, and it the C hurch of it ſelf without 
force and violence did o; en, it ſhould be theirs, 
ctherwile it {fFov!d remaine to the Catho- 
lickcs, it tFey could make it open , by their 
only wo:d ard prayer. The offer being accep. 
tu, je Church was ſutt vp, end notwith- 
ſtznding the cryes and clamous of the Here- 
tickes. jemaine itii}alt.Butthe donres opened 
wide at the voyce of the Catholickes who 
commanded thei in the name of the B. Tri- 
Nity,as1r their words ha) bin Leavens thunder, 
ard this is whit Amphilochius hath written in 
the lice of Saint Paſil, 

The Empreſie Ivſtina , mother to the 
young Valentinian , perſecuting , as ſhe was 

Arbr, 1 A1an, Saint Ambroſe wich the cther Ca- 
P-rm de tholickes oitke Church of Milan, at the ſame 
Svenc-.. time, 10 the coniwſion and curbe of that per- 
Ceruasg Ucrle Emprefſe, Godieucaled to Saint Ambroſe 
Grot, the bodic« of St. Geruafius and Provafius Mar- 


tyrs, which di great miracles in confirmation 


of the faith which Saint Ambroſe tavght , as 
himielie writ in a ſermon which he made cn 
the invention of thoſe holy bodies : and Saint aygyay, 


Auguſtin who then was at Milan, in the books 9.Coufe, 


ot his Conteſſions maketh mention therof. © 7* 
Wh.t ſhall I ſay of that which happened in 
the perſecution of the Wandalls ? the holy 
Martyrs were tormented for conteſſhon of the 
holy Trinity ſo cruelly, as their bones and very 
entrailesot their bodies appcared , but the next 
mo:ning were found as whole and itrong , as 
ic they Pad endur«d nothing, and the tongues 
0: loime of them being cutt euen to the rout, 
they ſpake as intelligibly without a tongue, as 
it they had hadit cntyre and whole, 

Victor of vtica, who writes this perſecu- Gregor. 
tion ,relates it fo in his firſt and third booke, dialog. « 
Sainc Gregory the great mukes mention of this *** 
miracle of tongues and faith that he himſclf 
had ſeen and ſpoken with a venerable old 
Biſhop who affirmed that he had heard one 
o; theſe Martyrs without a tor:gue to ſpeake 
asdiſtiaQly, asif his tonguc had not bin tou- 
ched at all, 

The ſame Saint Gregory relateth three Gregor. 
miracles that happened at the ſame time, firſt \Þi- 
in the towne ot Spoleto , where the Arians _ 
would by force have ſeized on a Charch of 
the Catholickes, who todeffend it ſhutt it vp, 
and putt out al! the lampes : the Heretik Biſhop 
Cale with all his troope to breake the doores, 
but thcy opened ofthemſclues, and the lampes 
weie lighted by a fire from heaven , and the 
B:ſhop was ſtrucken blinde, and all thoſe that 
accomfar.ied him remained trembling and con- 


tounded. The ſecond happened vato St. Gre- tip, z, p, 
gory himſelf , who ——— at Rome ( ac- dukc.zo 7 


COLLIN to the Catholickes cultome)a Church 
of Salnt Apnes , which had bin in the power 
ot the Arjan heretickes, the diuell went torth 
v ſibly 1n forme of an vgly and deformed hogg. 
The third is, that lights were ſeene, and fin- 
ging of Angcl!s heard ouer the body of Saint 
Hermcnegilde , a glorious Prince of Spaine, 
whom the wicked Leouigilde, his Father,cem- 
manded to be putt to death, for the confeſſion 
of the bleſid Trinity. 


Gregory of Tours re{ates that in time of Hiſt. 


cap. Js. & 


the V Vandales perſecution, Saint Eugenius and Franc,iib. | 
other holy Catholicke Biſhops, wrought many *- 613 Þ 


great miracles in confirmation of the blefled 
Trinity, whichthey preached , and of named 
Cyrola an Hereticke Biſhop , moued witham- 
buion and enuy, gauc fiity crownes to a man 
ot Þis {.&, and complotted with him , that oce 
day the Biſhop pafling by the mark<tt , where 
many poeple were , he countertcitedihe blind 
man, and begged of him with a loude voice, 
that to maniteſt his ſanity and verity of the 
taith which hc taught them , he would reſtore 
bum Eis fight, as he had done to many others 
tht weie blind, and make him panake = | 
: at 


upuft L 4 


Confel, 
”. 


7egOT. 
id, 


> Sj Fo 9. 
— LESS 
i cn 5 

$-o* - we V 


_—— - 
bs Ne 
Foal. CA 


LIL as 5 
aa po tone font 


), Jo. 


Hiſt. 


ancgiibs 3 
Ca 13e © 
* 


con. 
LL Ss. 


The Feaſt of the bleſſed Trinity. 45 


that health , which he had ; to ſo many | 


other ſick perſons, He failed not in it , but as 
ſoone as the Biſhop had laid his handes vpon 
his eyes , the man who ſaw betore , became 
blind indeed crying out and diſcouering the 
Biſhops fraude : and being, by God, cnlightned 
in ſoule , he was conuerted to the Catholick 
faith , and after recciued therby , his corporall 
ſight. 
The ſame Saint Gregory writeth, thatthere 
happened the like in Spaine to an Arian Bil- 
hop ,in the preſence of King Leovigilde, who 
by that miracle, and the repentance he had for 
having killed his ſonne, Prince Hermenegilde, 
began to be more moderate in the perſecution 
of Catholiks. 

An other Arian Biſhop, named Olympus, 
being in a Bath , and blaſpheming the bleſled 
Trinity , three thunderbolts fell viſibly from 
heauen that burnt him , and conſumed him to 


ashes. Another Biſhop, named Barbas, bapti- 


ſing one of his ſe& , vſed forme and wordes 
diferent fromthe Catholick Church,and forth- 
with the water diſappeared , which he had 
made to be brought to powre on the head 
of the party who pretended to receive Baptil- 
me , who by that miracle was conuerted to 
our holy faith ; the authors we have cited , 
write all theſe miracles and many others , very 
authentick , and worthy all credit and venera- 
tion. Our lord did them to confirme andeſta- 
bliſh our faith , and the Myſtery of the moſt 
bleſſed Trinity : yet neither this, nor all what- 
ſocuer our lord hath wrought , would be ſufh- 
cient to conuince the hart ot man , if it were 
not firſt prevented and enlightned with the 
light of taith ; which (as we have ſaid) in this 
nauigation ought to be our north ſtarre , our 
needle, and our marine Quadran , if we will 
arriue to the haven of bliſle , and ſee, face to 
face , what now we belieue by faith. So faith 
Saint Beinard , ſome Will demand how can that 
be, Which the Catholicke Church beleeneth of this 
eMyſtery: let it ſuffice him to beliene it , not 
becauſe it is euident to reaſon , tut for that 


mod faith ſo teacheth and perſwadeth. This Myſtery 


is great, but more to be reuerenced , then ſif- 
ted : we beleewe there is Trinity in unity, and 
wnity in Trinity, It is temerarious to search itt 
to it more. It is pious to belieue it , andio know 
it , is life and eternall felicity : Our lord of his 
mercy make vs partakers of it , to the end we 
may ſee cleerly , what now we belicue , and 
{c only through ſhadoyes and figures, Amen. 
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Sacrament. 


Ven as the moſt bleſſed Sacrament 
>>> of the Altar 1s the greateſt , the 
WA. higheſt, and the moſt excellent of 
Sol 8&3 all the Sacraments which Icſus 
LES2%< Chiiſt our Lord hathleſt yntohis 
Church, as inſtruments of grace : So to make 
our prokt therby it is neceſſary that weall ack- 
nowledge, and yceid thankes to our Saviour 
for ſo-incomparable a benefit , treating of the The «x: 
diuine myſteries therof ,. with great reſpe&, — 
reverence and deyotion. In other Sacraments $:cra. 
grace is giuen to thoſe that worthily receiue ment 
thera, in this is the fountain of the ſame grace Ra 
really and truly contained , and ſo is commu- 
nicatedin greater meaſure and abundance. The 
others are guitts of God, this is God himſelte, 
and the author of all the Sacraments , and of 
all our good. The othe:s ars meanes to attaine 
to God, but this 1s the cad of all; for a!l the 
ſanity which the others do caule, is a diſpo- 
ſition -- _ the Euchar:ſ with more pu- 
rity. W herfore the great Saint Demis Areopagit ;,; 
calleth ita veafeine and conſommatiue _ en 
ment,{or that it is the pertcion and accompliſh- les. Hier, 
ment of the others. And if any of the other Sa- 
cramentsdo claume from vs a thanksgiuing , 
loue , and reucrerice , how much more doth 
this require it, that is the Sacrament of Sacra- 
ments , and the fountain whence they are all 
derived ? The Catholicke Church celebrates 
this Feaſt the firſt thurſday aſter the oRaue of 
Pentecoſt : for although our. Lord did inſtitute 
it the thurſday before his paſſion , when he Thecele; 
was to dye ,and ſhedd his pretious blood for 2392 
the world that was loſt, whereby to ſhew at the fean,”* 
end of his lite, that moſt exceſſiue loue, wher=« 
with he loued vs, and that immenſe and fervent 
charity which inflamed his divine hart, yet 
becauſe the holy Church is then occupicd in ce- 
lebrating and deploring the paſſion ofour lord, 
it was conucnient to remit- the commemmo- 
ration of the benefit of this divine inſtitution 
to a more ſcaſonable time , whereby to cele- 
brate it with ioy and folemnity befitting fo 
oreat a feaſt : to which intent the Church hath 
aſſigned it,as we ſaid, on the thurſday tollowing 
the Ofaue of the holy Ghoſt, which ishe who 
hath illuminated the faithjull , and bath decla- 
red vnto them the greatnes of this ſoucraine 
myſtery , inciting them to receive and commu- 
nicate cuery day. But to treat of this myſtery, 
and the Churches feaſt this day, I know not 
where I ought to begin, nor how to ſert it 
torth, Of the one fide my filence might ſeeme 
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inoratitude , and ſmall acknowledgement of 
ſo incſtimable a benefit, znd of that infinit 

oodnes of God, who in this Sacrament com- 
municates himſelf vnto ys: and of the other 
fide, 1 finde there is no tongue of man , nor 
Angell able to declare it, And the admiration 
of it ought to put -vs to filence , and out of 
Our ſenſes and vnderſtanding. for that holding 
our peace , and reverencing it ina chaſthlence 
we ſhall ſpeake better of it : for what ever we 
can ſay , we ſha]l come ſhort to explicate it as 
we ovght.Neuettheleſſe ſince the feaſt doth inu1- 
te vs , yeaobligeth vs toenter this great and 
perilous gulf of [the diuine magnificence and 
goodnes, lett vs begg of our lord to guide vs 
in this navigation ,and giue vs — 
with we may ſay ſomething of this facred-holy 
Myſtery to his glory, and to the edification 
and profit of thole, that ſhallread it, 

What the Catholicke Church teacheth vs 
of this Myſtery, is , that by vertue of the words, 
which the legitimate minzſter- ſayth of this 
Sacrament ( which 1s the Prieſt only ) when he 
conſecrates , and they are thoſe which our Sa- 
uviour faid at hislaſt ſupper when hedid inſti- 
tute it ,the bread (which ought to be of wheat 
and of no other matter) 15 really conuerted into 
the truc body of our Redeemer Ieſus Chriſt, 
and the wine (which ought to be of the Gra- 
pe and. of no other liquour ) is conuerted into 
his pretious blood : and for that the body of 
Icſus Chriſt, is liuing , which bath blood and 
ſoule , and is vnited with his divinity , andthe 
blood is not ſeparate, but in his holy body, all 
Jeſus Chriſt God and man is in the Hoſt,and 
all is in the Chalice after conſecration : ſo 
that he who recciucs the Hoſt , receives the 
body and blood, and he that takes the Chalice, 
xeceives the blood and body of our Lord : for 
It is all entire and perfe& , vnder each of the 
two facramentall ſpecies of bread and wine : 
and the lay-man recciues no lefſe when he 
communicates ynder one only kinde ofthe h»ſt, 
then doth the Pricſt who communicates the 
Hoſt and the Chalice:for in the hoſt is conjointly 
the body and blood , and in the Chalice the 
blood and body of our Saviour : althouhh for 
to declare vnto vs that the blood of Ieſus Chriſt 
was ſhedd on the Crofle , and ſeparated from 
his body , there is offered in this holy ſacrifice 
the body apart , and the blood apart. Faith 
doth teach vs befides , that the ſubſtance of 
bread is in ſuch a manner conuertedinto the 
ſubſtance of the body, and the ſubſtance of 
the wine into the ſubſtance of the blood of 

Jeſus Chriſt , that there remaines not in the 
Hoſt ws part of the ſubſtance of the bread, 
nor in the Chalice any part of the ſubſtance 
of the wine, aſter Conſecration,becauſc all the 
ſubſtance of bread and wine is changed and 
conuerted into the ſubſtance of the fleſh and 


blood of our Lozd, And $0 ſignify thus total | 


converſion ,the holy Doftors and Ceounclles 
call it Tranſiubſtantiation , which is to lay , a 
change of one ſubſtance into an other ſubſ- 
tance , by vertue of that Lord , who of no- 
thing created heauen and earth , and all thatis 
ctcated , which is much moze:then'to change 
one ſubſtance into an other, and it is he,who 
by vertue of naturall heat, conucrteth.in few 
days the bread and the wine which we cat 
and drinke , into the ſuſtance of our hodies. 
Of this Tranſ-ſubſtantiation followeth an 
other marue{l, that the accidents of bread and 
wine which they call the Sacramentall ſpceics, 
as arc the quantity, colour, ſmell , and taſt , re- 
maine without any ſ{ubiett:and though they be 
accidents,do nouriſh and worke in thoſe that re- 
cceiue them , the ſame effe&ts which the ſubſ- 
tance of bread and wine would do before con- 
tecration ; which are miraculous things. As alſo 
tis no ſmall marueil that Jeſus Chrtſt ſhould 
be in a {mall Hoſt as well as in a greater , be- 
cauſe he is there Sacramentally , and not lo- 
caly , and that he is all entire in the leaſt part 


of the Hoſt , as is the reaſonable foule all in 


all the body , and all in every part ofthe ſame. 
So that he that receives the greateſt Hoſt , re- 
cciues no more ; nor lefle, he that receines the 
leaſt : no more he that receives all the Hoſt 
then he that receiues but part of it. And when 
the Hoſt is broken , the body of Icſlus Chriſt 
is not parted nor deuided naturally , for that he 


1s in this Sacrament by an indiuifible mcancs. 


It is an other miracle that Icſus Chrift is at 
the ſame moment in heaven, and without par- 
ting from !thence he is alſo in ſo many and 
difterent places of the world Sacramentally 
when Male is ſaid : and at the ſame inſtant that 
the Prieſt hath pronounced the words of conſe- 
cration, by vertue of them this devine conuer - 
fion 1s made, as operatife of what they fignifye 
(for which raiſon Saint Ambroſe calleth them 
graucly , words that operate) and the body ſuc- 
ccedes in place of bread, and the blood in place 
ofthe wine,and are couered vnderthe vaile of 
th'accidents,vntill they do corrupt, not only on 
the Altar when Maſtc is ſaid, ws in the Rtomach 
which receiueth it, but alſo in the Tabesnacles 
and cuſtodiaries, where it is kept through all 
Chriſtendome. For , as God created of nothing 
all the ſoules ofmen , and at the inſtant that the 
litle bodice of the creature is organized in the 
Mothers wombe, and fitted to recciue the rea- 
ſonable ſoule , God infulcth it in what eucr 
Iitle corner and prouince of the world it bee, 
without any exception, and to this effe& he 
createth many millions of loules in one and the 
ſame day and moment : cuen fo he 1s on all 
the Altars where maſle is ſaid, and converteth 
really and truely the bread into his fleſh, and 
wine into his blood , ſo ioone as the Prieſt 
hath ended the Myſterious wosds , which we 
hauc ſpoken ot. 

| | But 
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But ſetting apart other admirable and mi- 


Tranſub, 3 raculous «ffefts of this deuine Myſterie , that 
—_ x which we ovght to take more notice of , i: 
ny" *- 


that being bread of life , it giueth lite to thole 
that receive it worthily , and giuct hdeath tc 
ſuch as approach toit vaworthyly:no more nor 
lefle then as the ſunne illuminats th with h:s 
liptt, and glads the eyes of ſuch as are clecre 
and ſound, butdzzlesand cftendcth the toeble 
and infirm : and the ſtomach which is cleane 
and emptic concofeth the tood with its natu- 
rall heate , which the ſtomack that is tull of 
bumors can not digeſt : and the fannie medica- 
ment will heale the one , and make the other 
ſick ( according to the diff.oiition of hn that 
takes it) cuen ſo, who receiues the B. Sacra- 
ment with a requiſite diſpoſition,it conters vpon 
him grace , ſtrength, and lite : but death and 
condemnation Kg, who maketh no diffcren- 
ce of this devine foo. from others. 

We ought much to ſaubmitt our groſle 
vnderſtanding to all Gods workes, and aboue 
all, to the ſupernaturall , and thoſe that ſur- 
paſſe the bounds of our weake reaſon and 
Capacity : which to effe&t, we ought to endea- 
uour the knowledge of our Jitlcenes and no- 
thing , and the greatnes ot our lord : and re- 
yere the Myiicres with humility without ſe- 
arch of vaine curioſitie : this isthe more neceſ- 
ſary to doin this Auguſt Sacrament, which not 
without :eaſon is called the Myſterie of faithibe- 
cauſe that itis the light ot heauen which telleth 
vs what we ought to belicue in it, and ſubmitt 
our vnderitanding to the truth and certitude 
of the fame taith : which is a moſti:gnall guite 
ot God, the beginning , roote . and tountaince 
ofal! Chriſtian vertues, and a light thar cometh 
from heauen,to the end that amidſt the dark- 
nes of our ignorance , and during the night 
of this lize we might ſecurely walke in the 
way of the life etcinall ; tor , without this , as 
Saint lohn Chry foſtome faith , man is hike 
. a blind man, out of his way in a Labyrinth , 
wwhout being able to adu3nce or gore back : 
he can. neither ayme nor hitt the marke of 
rcaſon nor his owne telicit:e : as we ſee in thoſe 
dcting and fond imaginations which the-wiſeſt 
Philoſophers of the world have ett torth :=nd 
is yet more cuident by the crronious opinions 
oft Heretickes, who, vaturniſkt ot this heavenly. 
light ſtumble at every ſtep , and fall with their 
noſe to the ground , anda litle fiye appeares to 
them an Elephant , and their bark , wichout 
ſtern , is carried away , without retiſtance , by 
the firſt waue ; and they, driucn by-the winde 
of thcir-pride and vanitie fplitt themſelves 
avainſt the banks of Herchie with great incon- 
flancy and lightnes. It is cafic to: ſee this in 
the Heretickes of our time , who hauc treated 
of this venerable and ſublime Sacrament, not 
like men., but infernall monſters , without rea- 
fon and teelingfor want of being ealightaed 
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with the light of this faith : and for that they 
would meaſure and limitte the workes of God 
with their ſhort , depraued and blind iudge- 
ment : But we ought tro know our (elues, and 
vnderitand chat God can do greater things then 
man cancomprehend, or els be ſhould not be 
Go: Þis Omnipotency 1s infnite and not limi- 
ted as vur vnderſtanding is:3nd man ot himſelte 
is {o blind and rude, that he can not compre» 
hend cucn the n:ofſt bate and abic things, 
Euen as tou art iguorant { faith the wile Sa- 
lomon) which is the way of the ſpirit , and 
how the bones are framed together in the 
wombe ot her that concciucrh a childe : nor 
how { faith Saint Ieromc)of the ſame matter 
and clement one pait is made {oft ani ficſh, 
the other hard aad bones , and other beating 
in the vaynes , and an other har.ined into 
nerues : euen fo canſt thou not couprehend 
the works of Ged, who is the worker or all 
things. Whence it commeth: that the witen.an 
| faith ; we do hardly conie@ure the things that 
are in the eaith : and the S_ that arc in 
fight , we finde with labor-: but the things that 
are in heaven who ſhail ſcarch out? And thy 
ſenſe who ſball know , vales thou giue wiſedo- 
me, and (end this holy ſpirit trom on high? 
Salomon faith this to teach vs that the things 
of God ought to be reuerenced, and not cu- 
riouſly ſearcht into.And that it is not iuſt that 
man who ought to employ himlſelte in all to 
the ſervice God, ſhould be exempted toferue 
him in the moſt noble part which is the raci- 
oaail, bur ought to employ ail his vnderſtaq- 
*dipg in fubicting himtelte to the light of 
faith , and 'believing what without it he 
cannot vaderſiand : which 1s abloiutely ne- 
ceſlary in treating of this adaurable Sacrament, 
1he principall eftefts which it worketh 
in- thoic that worthily receive it are two: the The ef. 
one is to give grace , which is a common fc&sof 
cife&t of all the Sacraments of the law of grace, {9 . _ 
from Which grace proceed all the intuſed c.amear. 
vertues wherwih the foule 15 cleanſed,embel- 
iſhed, ſtrengthned,, and inabled to good : the 
other «fe is proper to this Sacrament, wh-r- 
with it is diſtin ;uiſhed from others . u hich 
devines-do call.ſpirituall refeAion , fortbat it 
1s the food of the ſoule,, wherby,it is nowuncd 
and renewed, regaining forces for to refut its 
rebellious aopetitss and embrace vertue , and 
in efte& {as the-Councile of Florence faith ) 
this: devine meate workethia ſoules , all that C'-ncil. 
which corporall meate doth.in the body : now _ 
not only the bodte and blood of our lord is a Sa> Caths 
crament,and the. greateſt of all Sacraments, and 
which by excellence is called the moſt bleſſed 
Sacrament,bur it is alſoc a true Sacrifice propi- 
tiatoric for our. finnes , which appertaines not y, ;, 
to. any other- Sacrament : for our Lo:d Jeſus only a $4. 
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Faith) he was to offer Sacrifice of bread and 
as Melchiſedek _ we _ = 
't, hnly fupper , when he inſtituted vnder t 
Pal 209. kindes _ bread and wine the Sacrifice of his 
6-83-14 þody and bloud : 2nd after offered himſclfe on 
the Croſſe more entirely and perſe&ly : and 
by meanes of this bloody Sacrifice, he appeaſed 
the wrath cf the eternal]l Father and blotted 
out the obligation of our finnes , and obtai- 
ned our pardon for them. But becauſe he is an 
ctcrnall Prieſt , and ought to dye Þut once 
( fince that one only , though but the leaſt, 
drop of his precious blood þ-ad fuftiſcd to haue 
redeemed athouſand worlds) tic would hauca 
perpetuall ſacrifice in the Church, which was 
no other, then the ſame which he offered on 
the Croſle , and which he ordained at his laſt 
fupper, to be offercd daily anew by the Pricſt 
at Maſſe in an admirable and incffable manner : 
becauſe the one and the other being bur the 


43 


© -5me. . 
Trid. Sf wine - 


—_—_ ſame ſacrifice , the manner is difterent. The 
and that ſacrifice of the Croſſe was with effuhon of 
of = blood, this not : the one was corporall and 
ore bur Painefull , the other Sacramentall , and wir 
one» thout paine; the one was an entire payment for 
though | ES" 
the wan- Our fins, the otheran application of that pay» 
ner be ment and of the merite theroi, and a true real 
diffren* repreſentation of his death and paſſion : yett 


isit inſuch a ſort a repreſentation and figure of 
|/what paſſed, asit is withall the ſame recall and 
true facrifice : for as well in the one as in the 
other t'is the ſame lelus Chriſt that cffcrs 
himſelfe, and the Pricſt that offereth, and God 
to whom it is offered , and men for whoſe 
fins he is offered, are the ſame , althoughit be 
in a different manner , as we haue ſaid , and 
hath no inconuenience nor repugnance in it, 
nor in it ſelfe any contradiftion,chat one thing 
be the figure , and thing _ : repreſcnta- 
tion of an other , and the ſame it repreſents: 
as little difficulty is there in the vabloody Sa- 
crifice of the Maſle repreſenting the bloody 
Sacrifice of the Croſſe, and that jointly it be 
the fawe thing which it repreſenteth : lett vs 
ive an example: the encmics haue beſieged 
a, toywne , the king goes to ſuccour it , he gi- 
ueth battel], gaincs it , puts his encmics to 
flight, and makes them raiſc the fiege : if to 
leaue a perpetuall memorte of this braue war- 
like exploite and-glorious victorie ; the Ki 
commands that every ycare there be a day ſett 
apart to ſollemniſe the commemoration of this 
with tcait and ioy. This may. be done in one 
of theſe three' wanners: the firſt, relating by 
word oniy the hiſtory of what paſſed. The fe- 
cond, repreſenting to the life the ſtege of the 
towne , the: combate, and: the route of the 
encmy , cauſing the ſouldiars and captainesto 
eriter in this 1epreſentation: the third manner 
way be ,if the king in perſon for greater rc-' 
ioycing and ſoleninitic of the feaſt would en- 
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vicorie which he had once. gained + in this 


cate, though intruth this repreſcntation would 

be but a fgure of the paſt battell , and vico- 

ric which the king gained of his cncmies, yet 
would 1t be really true that the king is there 

in perſon who would repreſent himtelfe his 
owne valor and throphees ; and by being a 
repreſentation of what was paſt, it would be a 
fgare, and for that he who repreſents it is the 

the ſame who did that which he repreſents, he 
would be the perſon figured, fo that, in this 
example isfound the figure of the thing paſt, and 

the verity ofthe preſent without thwart or con+ 
tradidting cach otker.In the fame manner we 

fay, that our Redeemer Icſus Chriſt triumphed 

ouer the deuill by his death, and delivered the 
world which was beſieged and oppreſſed 

by its encmies , ſand for to leaue a perpe- 

cuall memorie in his Church of fo incſtimable 

a benefite , he ordained that it ſhould be dayly 

| repreſented. And to render the repreſentation 
more admirable and glorious for the ſame 
Lord who had ouercome, and more profitable 

tor thoſe who had bin relieved and deliuercd 

by fo ſignall a vicorie, he inſtituted the Sacri- 

 fice- of the Maſle, where himfelfe through his 
great charitie and clemencie repreſcatcth vs 

' his vicorie in his oyne perſon , and with this 
dayly and holy vnbloody facrifice, he retreſheth 

'v$s and reneweth the memorie of that ſoucraine 
Sacrifice , which, being enflamed with an va- 
(peakable loue of our loules , by vertue of the 

holy Ghoſt , he once offered to his cternall 

-s on the Crofle. So we fay that the fame jen 
lordis the facrifice that is offered and the Prieſt Chriſt is © 
that offcreth it ; and the Prieſts that ſay Maſſe {5590 
are but his miniſters, by the mouth and func- ts Priek 
tion of whom he offers himſelfe, Wherfore when whb 
the Priett commeth to the conſecration , and _ 
fayth thoſe Myſtcrious words , he faith them and Fris | 
not in his owne perſon , but in the perſon of = ro 
Icſus Chriſt: for that it is he ( as we ſay) who nillers- 
worketh all that is done , and is the principall 
Agent, and the Prieſt that offers there, ſeruing 
himſelte of the Prieſt that celbrates as ot his 
miniſter : This is that ſacrifice and pure offc- 

ring , of which our lord ſpeaketh vnto the 

lewcs by the Prophet Malachic : faying : 7 Malach«u 
baue zo will in you , ſayth the Lord of boſts : 

and guift I vill not receive of your band : For 

from the riſing of the ſunne euen to the going 
done, great is my name among the Gentiles, 

and in.euery place theres ſacrificing and there is 

offere1 to my name acleane oblation : In this offe= All the 
ring alone; all the ancient oblations and ſacrifi- 2ncien! 
ces of the old law , are compriſed : There were ae = wg 
offerings for benefits receiucd , and ſacrificey med is 
for fins- committed , and an other Kind ot Sa- 
crifice which' they called vi&times to impetrate 

health and remedie in all thcir neceſſities: we 

ofter al! theſe three things with greateſt-ads 


iEc it ,and zepreſcnt many times himſclte the 
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ſ{eſusChriftis the moſt precious offering that we 
can offer to the eternall Father in thanksgi- 
uing for his bencfites, and the moſt gratetull 
Sacrifice to obtaine pardon for our fins, and 
the moſt pacifical) and glorious viftime for re- 
medic of our neceſſitics : And for that he is a 
facrifice\, he giueth vs not only grace , as he 
doth in qualitic of a Sacrament. , but he isa 
fatisfation and payment of the paines which 
we owe- for our ns : And therfore he ofereth 
himſelfe in his holy Church , for the living 
and for. the dead , according to Apoſtolicall 
tradition, O 1imamenſc goodanes | O inettimable 
charitic 1 o benignity and hiberality vnheard of, 
where the ſame giuer is the guitt and the Prieſt 
the ſacrifice , and the viaime the ſoueraine 
Biſhop who offers it , and the ſlave recei- 
ues his lord , and man the bread of Angells, 
the Creator offers himſelfe to his caitiue 
Creature in food of eternall life. Some deuQute 
foule, perchance , will demand , the cauſes 
Which moued our Lord to inſtitute this 
incffable Sacrifice and deuine Sacrament, and 
to remaine with vs in ſo admirable a manner: 
I anſwer , that as far as we can preſume with 
our feeble and rude vnderſtanding , there be 
two cauſes of this deuine Inſtitution : the one 
and the principall is the gloric of God , the 
other, our protite and faluation : all the works 
of our Lord ought to be reduced to theſe two 
cauſes 'as their true end. To the glory of God 
firſt and principally , ſecondly ,though not ſo 
exatly to our profite : for God is fo good that 
with his glorie he always1oynes our vrulitie, 
and eſteemes not vnworthy of his maieſtie 
all that which ſerveth to the benefite of his 
creatures. Our Lords glorie then is manifcſted 
in this work becauſe he diſcouereth therin his 
ſoueraine and infinite goodnes ſo communi- 
catiue of1t ſelſe , that not content to be clothed 
withour ſackcloth of fleſh,and to be giuen van- 
to vs for an example, guide , maſter , ranſome, 
and price of our faults , ſanQificator, reſtora- 
tor , and plorifier of our ſoules : but all that 
ſeeming litle to him, he would.beſides become 
food and . nouriſhment by an inuention 
ſo admirable , that who receiues it worthily 
In puritic and ſanRitie of lite , is made like 
vato God, and is the ſame Spirit with him, 
following the words of our Sauiour : Myflesb 
is meate indeede, an1 my Hood is drinkeindeed, 
he that eateth my flesch and arinketh my blood , 
remaineth in me and 1 in hbim.And as the meate 
by vertue of naturall heate , is congerted into 
the ſubſtance ot him that doth digeſt it , and 


is made the fame thing with him : ſo he that 


catcth the bread of Angells is vnitcd, joined, 
and made the ſame thing with it , the meate 
not being conuerted into him that hath re- 
ceived it : but conuerting and transforming 
into it ſelfe him that takes it ,,as our Saviour 
hunſelfe aid vnto Saint Auguſtin : whertore 
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Saint Cyrile of Hieruſalen ſaith, that by mea*  _ 
nes of this Sacrament we are rcndred concor- , "7. 


man like vnto himfelte , and participant of the *uchaziſ- 

treaſures and riches of his diuinitie , for which *© 

rcalon he would. diſcouer vnto vs his tender 

and cxceſſive loue in the inſtitution of this 

incſtimable Sacrament ,. to prouoke our loue, 

tor t'is the propertie of loue to vaite harts in- 

to one ,and of many willFro make but one: 

and really to tranſport that which it loues;and 

draw it ſo out of itſcle ; as to remaine even þ,,... 
ry : WM opriety 

dead in his owne bodie, and liuing in an others, of coun, 

and that his ſoule ſhould be more there where 

it loucth, (as th:y fay) thea where it liucth and 

animateth its fleſh. Our Sawovr ſhewed vato 

vs this love when he leaft hinſelte in this de- 

uinc Sacrament for to vaite with our loules, 

and dwell in them. And as the loucr can not 

eadure the abſeace of his beloued , and that 

it. was conuenient that our Lord ſhould goe 

hence , and that his Spouſe couid not accom» 

panic him, he found a meanes to goc in ſuch 

a manncr as he would remaine always wi h 

her : wherin he diſcoucred his incftable {wects- 

nes , and ſuauitie : as the Church fngeth 

ſpeaking with the ſame Lord in theſe termes: 

how ſweete is thy ſpirite, Lord , in that tor 

profte of thy ſoue towards thy children thou 

haſt provided them a moſt deleable bread 

from heaucn , which filleth the hungrie with 

good things, and leaueth the proud emptie : 

and this tacile ſuauitie of our Lord begetteth in 

vs a familiar loue and confdence,to embold=n 

vs to treat, not as ought a molt vile and baſe 

creature with his moſt high and pertc& Creator, 

but asa frend vſcthto treat with his frend, a 1on- The Gwe; 

ne that is ſoothed byhis moſt deereFather. Theſe <'n-+ of 

are all arguments of the infinite goodnes, loue, jus 

and benignitie of cur lord (in which hetaketh his Sacras 

glorie,and would be honored by themas well as Ten 

by his Omnipotency, ſince that vnder the torme 

ot alitle water of bread, God and man together 

would be iacloſed, and devuide himſclte int> The Om- 

ſo maay parts without ſclfe diminution. And _ 

although the Myſterie of the Incarnation be \.".,m 

very high , wherby the devine and humane fecrared 

nature 1s vnited in one perſon , and the cter- " 

nall word(in whom are incloſcd the treaſures of 

Gods wiſcdome and knowledge )appeared abre- 

viated : yett all theſe treaſures of the diui» 

nity which ſcemingly could not be more 

reſtrained , ate more pertealy comprehend<d 

and abridged in this Sacrament : conhdering 

that in the leaſt parcel] of the Hoſt all is 

contained , and the humanitie it ſelfe , which 

in the Incarnation was readred viſible , is here 

( as Saint Thomas laith ) coucred and hidden: 

{o that with greater reaſon we may ſay' of this 


Sacrament what Eſay ſaid o! Gods humanitie: 


erucly 
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truly Lord , thou art- a hidden God. His wi- 
Fray 45+ {cqcmie is hkewiſe here diſcouered , to have 


_— | | alll i -eGie fOr Cure Ct 
"Willis foungd cut fo healtl iull a 1emecie for cure 


of God is CUr ir fun:itics , and a moHi certaine Treaclc. 


dſcove-, avaiy ft ihe priſon of the 616 Serpent , v ich 
red. 4, OY OP" yy" DENA 55 
This $a. Is his moſt pure Feſb conceived of the toly 
crifice be- Gh: it, to puihe the CCrxxur' Of q tic {t; "i Aden:, 
longeth. which irt«&cd the ſovics incerporite with 
& ot God It , and w th this tune ct life repared the cuitls 
we have jecciued by that other wr rell and 
truitc of death, Of a] which retvites the ho- 
rour and gioric of © Lord much more clecr]y 
and abundant'y , then by the creeticn,, diff o- 
fition , and Lan ony of the beavers, ard all 
that is crcated Ac allo this Secrihice feiketh 
no Iicfhe Gods honour to which it 1s adurel- 
ſed: And whereis alir:die ll ihe Sacraments 
and Saciifices ct the o!d Law ( which were 
but ſhadows and tiguies ) were Ceaii dit was 
a thing very behiting that this louerzine and 
moſt high Sacrifice ſfioud ſroceed in the 
holy Cruich 10 hev of them ail to the end 
thac , that feruice by wich God is mere reve- 
rcneed , ſFould n« uer fai.e : And fince that the 
law and the Pricſth>od goe alwavs band in 
Eand , and that the n:w jaw ovg':t to ſuc- 
cecd rhe old ; as there was a new Prieſthood, 
there was hikewiſe aSicritice , wh ch was this 
of w hich the Prophete laith : Sacrifice ye the Sa- 
crifice of Tuſtuce and hope in our 4 yr: For there is 
no other that can be called truly an. pro- 
p=ily a ſacrihce of Iuſt:ce , but leſus Chriſt 
who offcred himic!fe to his cternal! Father in 
Sacnfice yponthe Croile : to pay in ali extre- 
m:ty «nd 119557 what var fins merited : and leait 
we {boul4 :orgett to inctiimcble a bencht , he 
ordained it ſhoald every day be offered in the 
Maſe, ia perpetuali mcem-:1ie of bis tacied paſſ- 
on (as we jail ) and ſohe inſtituted this bleiſe1 
Sacrament at the tune when he went to 
ſofter : and to declare tnat he left is vs 
r.Cor 1? tor a memoriall of his paſſion, he faith: «As 
often as you do this , to it in commemoration 
of me : that is to fey, in memorie of wy 
deith , as Saint Paul explicates it , when ke 
{.ith : Youu hall sbew the death of our Lord 
wntili he come. 

But what ſhell I fay of the gord which 
this rruite of lite giueth to thoſe that eate it 
worthily ? who can f<tt forth the <ffet: 
which it worketh in hole aad pure ſoules? 
they are fo great and ſo deuine , that no hu- 
mane tongue Can explicate them, - For firlt, 
this celeftiall food worketh ſpiritually in our 
ſoules the tame cffeRs ( as we haue ſai!) which 
T+ re-:3. Goth the corporall food in our bodies ; that 15 
rerh the tO ſay: it doth repa're that which daily decays 
__ "g*1 of the ſubſtance by force of the naturall heate 
we,, Of ourbodies: which daily conſumes and de 

cysthe ſubſtance : an\ to hinder that che light 
oi the -lumpe ext.nguiſh not for want of oyle 
it muſt often be renewed with oyle; to is it 
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The Feaſt of the moſt bleſſed Sacrament, 


| recefarie to give the body its nouriſtmertt, 
that it ſrovid renew of the cne fide . what was 
Gcayd of the other. Andevur ſoules have much 
mc1e ncecve ct 1þ15 reporaticn then ourbodies, 
Lecauſe they bave within them a moſt perni- 
cious fre ot concupilcence , that inciteth and 
Lirdleth euil!, eating and conſuming the for- 
ces, and texpcr of vertucs , leavirg vs faintand 
tceble ,1t by meanes of this moſt holy Sacra- 
ment thoſe deficiencies were not. repaired. 
1Mhe ſecond <fe& ot corproall mate , 1s to L 
pleaſe, ro give guſtand ſavor to hat we cate , i 
which is till the greater, by kow much the ap- wt, 1? 
Pctite 15 more heeliktull and better diſfoſed,and 2 
thc meate more Celicious. Alas?who can declare 
the feavitie and ſwec tnes of this deuine meate, 
which is God inftnitcly deleable , delicious, 
2nd wuttor of all ſucuitie , which we tzke and 
recciue trom the {ountaine it fc)te?as there is no 
comparaiſon butwen the exce!lence. of the 
{oule and the batrnes ot tke bodie , there is 
likewiſe as litle between the plccfures of the 
ſoule, and theſe of the bodie : and as much as 
the ſovle 35 more neblethen the bodie , ſo much 
co the ſoules delights furpaſie thoſe ot the bo- 
die : and Go\ being the meate that we cate 
in this holy Sacrament, no Angells tongue can 
ceclare the ſwectnes which he communicats to 
a cleane and purificd hait. For it is certaine 
that God hath not a more precious thing to 
give vs ncither in heaven or carrh then this, 
which is the {ame that the bleficd enioy in 
he:uen , but that they ſee God cleerly , and 
without vaile , ard we contemplate him Cco- 
ered vnder the curtaines and ſpecies of bread 
and wine , and the lite of the bleſſed ſhall be 
etcrnail , und ours finiſh with time, for the vic 
of Sacrumerits laſteth no longer then the. 
Church militant is to endure : but as to the 
ting which is given here, and in heaucn, t'is ” 
the :ame, to witt God : with whom thereis no x, (,4;, 
more r.or lee. The third effe& of this meate, fiet. 
is to extinguiſh hunger and fatiate : a thi 

which no creature can work in the ſoule of 
man but God alone, tor wh -m it was created, 
and vntill tc come into it, it will always hun- 

oar Without cuer being fatiated. God only: 
who is our laſt end, and the center of our fc. 
licitie can hll and compleate it jn ſuch aman- 

ner , that it will hauenothihng more to defire, © 
And this he doth, in ging ic a contentment, 
peace , and tranquillitie ot loule, vadeccauin 

it of the opinion 1t had conceiued of fraile __ 
viſible things , and giving it a feruent detire 
atter cele:tiall ; with a true knowledpe that all 
things are in God , and without him all things 

are nO'bing ; and this our Loxd. vieth to work | 

by mranes of this deyine food , when itcis- 
ten frequented , and that the pallat be welt 
21epared ; then hath the ſoule companie in 

.ts exiie , conſyjation in its trauclls , defence- 
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* 
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| 10 its dangers, force and courage in all that. 


is good 


'The Feaſt of the Bleſſed Sacrament; 5r 


. is = , and filled with holy purpoſes and | compriſed. It is called bread of God , bread 
| deſires , burneth with loue and dcefire ot | of heauen, hody of Teſus Chriſt, bodie of our 
heauenly things and feeleth a diſguſtto worl- | Lord , and ( as Saint Auguſtin writes ) the 
dly vanitics: and being incorporated and con- | Aﬀricans call it abſolutely hte : finally it is Ow vo 
joined to Jeſus Chriſt ismade participant of the | called, offering, Sacrifice, Liturgic, and Maſlc bs Life 
trauells and metites of his hole paſſion, and | which is offered tor our fins. Lett all the wor- ' parr.of 
hath a good carneſt of eternal lite. In this | Kes of nature then hold their peace ( faith 3 yy 
bread of Angells and Manna of hcauen the | Granado) and thoſe of grace fay nothing , be- dit. of 
te is a ſoule findes a moſt ſauourſome gouſt of all | cauſe this work is aboue. all works,and this 7*2%37 
W.ncrall it defires or can wiſh , much better then the | grace is ſingular : Omaruclous Sacrament! what Pm 
p: poly Iewes found in their corporall Manna; Ifman | ſhall I fay cf thee ? with what words ſhall 
- ola. getilts, Þe tempted with ſenſuall appetites, and bur- | I praiſe thee ? thou art the life of our ſoules, 
-h the. © ning with fire of concupiſcence , this dew ot | medecine of our wounds; conſolation of out 
it, 3 heauen killeth the flames o( thoſe Foule defires. | labours , memoziall of Icfus Chriſt , teſtimony 
I If the turmoiles and miſeries of this life ouer- | of his Joue , moſt precious bequeaſt of his 
wheline and deief him ,there he findesa re- | teſtament , company of our | pilgrimage , 
cruit of patience and fſuccour : tor we are | ioy of our exile , a burning coale to kindle 
aſſailed on ail fides with ſo many and vexatious | the fire of devine loue , mtanes to receiue 
diſturbances, that it would be impoſſible to | grace , carneſt of happines ; and treaſure 
ſupport them without this refreſhmen : And | of Chriſtian life : by this food; the ſoule is 
the more that the hart is oppreſt , ſo much the | vnited to its Spouſe , the vnderſtanding illu- 
more doth he finde himſclie relieued , and | minated, the memotrie refreſhed , and the will 
fauours the more the ſweetnes of this deuine | cnamoured, the interiour gouſt delighted , de« 
food , as well by reaſon of its excellence, as | uotion encrealed,the bowells dilated , tountai- 
for that tribulation better diſpoſeth to the re- | nes of tearesdo open, paſſions are layd aſleepe, 
ceiling the graces here communicated : And if | gooddefires ———_——— weakenes ſtrength. 
the winde of vainglorie tranſportand ouerturne | ned , and encouraged to trauell eyen to the 
him , the humilitie of leſus Chriſt confounds | mountaine of God, But we muſt take great The dif- 
him , and makes himacknowledge his baleries | care to the diſpoſition , which he ought to puny 
and nothing : if couctouſnes , ambition , and | putt himſelfe in who approacheth to the Altar receive» 
decciptiull vanitie of this periſhable world do | to recciue this devine tood , if he will reliſh vs 4 
perſecutchim, here he findes armes to defend | the taſt, and feele thoſe aduantages we ſpeake 
him with. Infine , it is a plaiſter for all his | of. For as the ſoule that is in the bodie and 
cuills, which is compoſed of the fleſh and blood | doth quicken it , giueth not lite to a member 
of Ieſus Chriſt who is our ſaluation, the life, | that is cutt of, and ſeparated from the bodie, 
and remedy of all our miſcries, but to thoſe that are vnited and conioyned 
As the effects which this holie Sacrament | with it: ſo this devine fpirite which is the life 
> or worketh in our ſoules are different and nume- | of our ſoules, tor to communicate it vato vs; 
this Sa. TOUS : ſo hath it diverſe names , becauſe that | it is very neceſſary, that they ſhould be vniced 
«ament. One name alone could not well fignifyc it: It is | vnto it by chaiitie ; and that they ſhould be 
called Euchariſt , which ſignifieth , good gra- | lively members of the holy Church. And as 
Fucks CE ,Or action of grace and thankcs giuing, be. | the {unne, the 1aine, and the windes do nou- 
tit, Cauſe it containes Icſus Chriſt the fountaine | riſh and give growth vnto the trees , and 
of all grace , and is the gage of ctcinall lite | living plants, but dries, decays , and rotteth 
which is the perfe& and accompliſttgrace, and | thole that are already dead or looſened in 
it isan aQtion of grace which we render tvour | the rovtes ; fo this holy Sacrament giueth lite 
Comme. lord for all the benefites we hauc received of | to thole that are fixed in Chriſt ; and to thoſe 
nion, bÞim. It is called Communion, or communica- | that are not { by their detault ) it damneth and. 
tion , in that it doth vaite vs with leſus Chrift, | bringeth them to perdition. 
and therby his merits are communicated and The corporall |meates and medicaments 
diſpenſed vato vs. It vniteth alſo all the faith- | auaile nothing to a dead bodie : no more doth 
full together, renders them one hart and one | this Sacrament to them that are in mortall fin, 
ſoule in Icfus Chriſt, and for this reaſon alſo | and dead in their foules : becauſe it was and 
It is called a Sacrament of peace and Charitie, | is called bread of lite , not only becauſe it 
Sacra- It is call'd viaticke , becauſe it is the food we | giueth lite , ſuſtaines and augments it with his 
meneof are nouriſhed by in this peregrination , that | grace, but becauſe it requires that he who re- 
Chariy. © doth accompanie vsand openeth vs the way to | cciues it ſhould bee in lite. ] confeſle that Sty | 
heauen. It is called , the ſupper of our Lord tor | Thomas and many other Doors put a caſe in $.Thom. 
A $upper of that it was inſtituted at his laſt and holie ſup- | which this Sacrament giueth life to the dead ; 3-P-9-79- 
| —— per. The Greekes name it Myſterie , and the | for that , they fay, if any one approach to it 3 apy 
F «nds Latins Sacrament , by reaton of the m being in mortall finne, which he remembreth adg.5uar. 
7 <:nent, moſt ſecret , and profound Myſteries therin | not, and hath not conteited ; and hath no in- 99 3-in- * 
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tention to fin, happely for all that he may not | 

v. io ſn. be in ſtate of grace, but by vertue of this Sa- 

Palur i crament , he riſeth from death to life , and is 

qin 14. Putt from a ſtate of damnation , into a ſtate 
—_—_ of Saluation, Following which dodtrine Saint 
m Wa. Auguſtin faith , that this Sacrament not only 
Scor.diſt nourriſheth, and maintaineth thoſe that it fin- 
Inks. 'g. 4c8 in life , bat alſo it raiſeth the dead. But 
16 m.a2, Ordinarily he that recciucs it ought firſt to be 
Gabr.ct. jn grace for to recciue the augmentation of it, 
654% becauſe this is a Sacrament not given vnto 
3 p«r4.c. the dead , but to the living , to ſuſtaine and 
az, 5: 5- make proſper the life which they enioy. And 
Sum,s. therfore the Council of Trent declares , that 
76 every perſon that will communicate , if ater 
_ dil1gent examination of his conſcience he finds 
* "* he hath committed a mortall fin is obliged t9 
Claud. confeſle it Sacramentally , before he commu- 
repete 66 nicate. For otherwiſe he is not veſted with 
Bellarm. the nuftiall robe , and will n-t be reputed tor 
+:c 29» one ofthe wedding , but be caſt into exteriour 
I-Q.cz de darkenes there to pay eternally ( it he amende 
Euchar. not) his temeritie and boldnes. For to make it 
Janfon-in þetter vnderſtood, we muſt note , that in this 


* \ *T I happen ; 
_ SN, Vivitying Sacrament there be two things: the 


33-6. 7. One 15 the very bodic of our Lord , which is 
on of  Vnder the viſible ſpecies : the other , the ver- 
mora't tue and abundance ot guitts and graces inui- 
_ - ſible therby co-mn-unicated : there be alſo three 


goc beto. 1OIts of perſons that communicate , the firſt 
Commu- are thoſe that communicate ynworthily,know- 
ag ing themſelves to be in mortall fin , tuch al- 

There thovghthey recejue the bleſſed Sacrament,they 
_—_ receiue not the vertue of the S3crament , but 
this 2.c:, the ſentence of their condemnation. The ſe- 
meat the cond are thoſe that with due preparation, loue, 
_ = feare, and reverence approach to the Altar, and” 
and the TECEIuE Our Lord in the conſecrated Hoſt , and 
grace are ſpiritually refrcſhed and enriched with 
cen omakgg deuine guitts : the third , thoſe that can not 
nicated TECEIUe It Sacramentally , but receiae ſpiritually 


by t.. in theirſcules, andenioy the fruit and treaſure 


Nw of his ſacred paſſion. - 

p<rious In the beginning of the primitive Church, 
wart when the blood of Icfus Chriſt was yet boy- 
nicate. 1INg , and the harts of the Faithfull had but one 


minde , euery one communicated every day, 
How the 22d being fedd and fortifycd at this royall ta- 
ancienr ble , they frankly offered themſelucs to mar- 
extome tyrdome: fince, that feruor and cuſtome began 
Comma» tO waxe cold, which Saint Anaclete Pope and 
nionis Martyr did ſomewhat renew , commanding 
87,0 that after conſecration all the aſſiſtants ſhould 
communicate ( as he faith in his decretal 
following the cuſtome of the hoke Apoitles, 
and kept in the Roman Church. But by ſuc- 
cethon of time , deuotion and charitie grew 
Coicer, and Saint Fabian Pope and Martyr 
He _ ordained that all Catholikes ſhould CommU- 
cf Micate at theleaſt threetimes within the yeare, 
nn tre» At Chriſtmas, eaſter, and whitſuntide : At laſt 


quenuuse Chriſtians harts were trozcn, ond had ſo litle 


The Feaſt of the moſt Bleſſed Sacrament. : 


deuotion to the frequenting this bleſſed Sacra- 
ment , that to heate and excite them to eate 

of this devine bread , and not lett themſelves 

famiſh , it was neceſlarie that Innocent the J 
third in a Generall Council at Lateran com- - 3 
manded vnder greevous penalties, that all the x,,,,., 


faithtull attaining the age of diſcretion, ſhould te pane 


confeſſe their ſins to their proper confeſſor at * gp 


the leaſt once in the yeare , and ſhould carefully nis ver. 


tulfill their pennance and receive with greateſt v9 5e- I 
reverence the bleſled Sacrament at Eaſter, **" 
Which is a figne that the deuotion and tre- 
enting of this holie Sacrament was growne 
wholy extindt , fince the Councile comman- 
ded fo rigorouſly and vpon paine of.cenſures 
that the taithull ſhould communicate at leaſt 
on Eaſter day.In ſo much as it 15 no maruel] that The 
wanting thc nouriſhment and correboration — \* 
ot God which 1n this bread of lite is commu- gour.h. 7 
nicated vnto vs , the CEriſtians were fallen ment is 
into that gulfe of vices , miſerics , and cala- ju 
mities which we ſec. Ncuertheleſſe bleſſed be weaknes, 
the ſwetnes,and goodnes of our lord Icſus that 

in an ape ſo deplorable as this is , hath awa- - 
kened and illuminated ſome deuout foules to 
communicate often , and tortifyed them by the 

grace and vertue of this myſterious tood , to 

reliſt their appetites and ſenfualities , who 
embracing the exerciſes of prayer and deuo- 

tion, a{pire tocternall life ; though great com- 
paſſion be to be had to ſee fo tew in reſpect 
of the many that are blind and I»ſt. For if we 

have ſo much care ro keepe our bodie neate, 

why ſhould we not as well endeauour to keepe 
our ſoules cleane , which imports vs aboue all? 

If every day we giue our bodie food ſcuerall 
tines(which to morrow will be meatetor wor- 

mes) and have ſo much care of it that it want 
for nothing , what reaſon is there that we 

ſhould negle& ſo, to feed our ſoules ? when 
a man is ſicke he deſires the phiſition may come 

often to viſite him , why then when his ſoule 

is ficke of ſo dangerous infirmitics , ſhould 
he not defire to haue it viſited every hower 

by this heauen!y phifition , who 1s both the which 
pbifition and the remedie, and entyre health on"! "© 
of our ſoules? And it in contagious times we wn ih 
ſecke preſeruatiues anddefenfitiues; and when munidare 
we paſſe through an enemyes conttty , we **2- 
goe armed and in company : why then , in ſo 
contagious an inie&ion, in a danger fo eui-. 
dent, in the mideſt of ſuch cruell and power- 
fuil enemies, do we not arme our ſelucs with ; 
our Lord, why receiue we him not , to ſerue i 
vs as acounterpoifon , deffence .and remedie ! 
Our hart is cold and frozen, fo that to warme 
it in loue of God, it is neceſſaric to approach 
often to this devine fire. That it our Loid be fo 
mild and loving towards man that he ſaith 
t'is his pleaſure and delight to be among the 
fonnes of men , and Gods defire is to come 
vnto vs and remaine with vs, why are we fo 
vngrate= 
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inſti» SSI Tc. Our Sauwur and Lord Tejus 
_—_ Chriſt being ready to depart this World and goe 


gratcfull and litle —— , that we 
ſhould not prepare him his houle to come into, 
in diſpoſing our ſelues to receiue him ottac1 
with ioy and deuotion'? who is he that will 
ſhutt his doore againſt a king that would come 
into his houſe, to beſtow on him many fauors 
and pay ſo magnificently for hislodzing? who 
is that poore body that does not run to the 
gate of that Lord where almes isgiuen? As to 
the preparation, and what appertaines to the 
receiving of the bleſſed Sacrament many hauc 
written of it : and this is not the place to treate 
of it. Granade in many places of his works 
hath ſpoken very worthyly therof. We will 
returne to the inſtitution ot the feaſt , which 
the Catholike Church cclebrates this day. and 
was inſtituted by Pope Vrbane the torth 1n the 
yeare one thouſand two hundred fixty three, 
who hath ſet forth a Bull , which though 1: be 
long, I have placed it here for edification of 
the faithfull, in the ſame words as it is written 
by Ferdinand of Caſtille Religious of the order 
of Saint Dominik , becauſe it is tull of pious 
and graue ſentences in praiſe of the bleſſed 
Sacrament : and it is better to learn the toue- 
raine Biſhops owne words , and the rcaſons 
that moued him to command the celebration 
of this {eaſt , then to relate ir of our (clues. 


Rbane Bishop Seruant of the Ser- 
Swants of God wnto our venerable 
Mc Brethren, Patriarchs, Archltsbops, 


{TV [jd and other Prelates of the Church 


wnto bis Father ( the hower of bis paſſion craw- 
ing neere) after he bad ended bis ſupper With bis 
Diſciples , inſtituted ,and ordained , in memorte 
of bis death , the ſoueraine and magnificent $4- 
crament of bis tody ana blood. giuing vs kts bo- 
die for food, and bis blood for drinke ; for Jo it 
is, that as often as we eate his body, and drinke 
bis bloud , we shev forth the death of our ſoue- 
raine Lord: wherfore be (aid to his Diſaples : 
Do this in remembrance of me : With an intention 
that this ſo ſublime and venerable a Sacrament 
might ſerue as a memoriall moſt particular and 
rema1 kable of the exceſſiue loue which he beareth 
towards vs. Not' an ordinarie memoriall, but 
admirable , full of aſtonishment , of delight, ſua- 
nitie, aſſurance, and bigh triſed abone all things : 
in Which the fignes were reneved , and the mar- 
nels changed. In it is found all delight , and a 
Jauorous gouſt : Tn it is found the ſweetnes of our 
Lord, and in fine we a in it ayde and fauor 
of life and ſaluation. T'is the moſt ſveet memo- 
riall , the moſt ſacred memoriall , the memoriall 
that can ſauevr, in Which we calculate and rela- 
te the grateſull memorie of our Redemption,and 
by Which we reſraine from enill , we take comfort 
In good, and make our profite for auzmentation 


The feaſt of the moſt bleſſed Sacrament; 


— 


benefite of the corporall preſence of our Sauionr, 
«All other things which we make memorie of ,we 
repreſent them only in minde ana wnder/tanding, 
without bauing for all that their reall preſence 
With vs. But in this Sacramentail commemor a- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt , he himſelfe is With ws in 
bis proper ſub#ance , although it be in a different 
forme, and be ſaith jo to his Diſciples , hen he 
Would aſcend the heauens 1 am with you vnto 
the conſummation of the world , comforting 
them in that deuine promiſſe , that he Yould re- 
maine, and be bimſelfe with them b» his corporal 
preſence 0 vorthie memorie,and Which ought n:ner 
to be forgott ,wherhy we are putt tn minae of the 
death of our death ,and that our deatbis alre 
dead , and that the tree of life engraffed i 
| that of the Croſſe bath trought forth to ws the 
fruit of our ſaiuation. It is the healthfull com- 
memoration that filleth the barts of the faithfull 
Y:th toy , and coniointly minzleth the teares of 
adenotion with g/adnes.Lett ws reionce then with- 
out feare ,in remembrance of our libertie , and 
bearing in minde the paſſion of our Lord (Who 
vas the price of our ran/ome )lett vs :bed feruent 
teares : forin this moſt holte commemoration we 
baue a 109 of ſuauitie bed:Ned with teares yereiog- 
ce 113 it bewailing our common euil, aud We shed 
teares acnoutly reioycing. hauing teares of 10y and 
toy of teares.For our hart all bathed with gladnes, 
cauſeth the tyes to ſpurt forth teares. O immen- 
fitie of deutne loue? O onerfloting devine Fiety! 
O moſt profuſe liberality of God ! He had alredy 
giuen vs all things , ana futt them all vnaer 
our feete : be Lad giuen ws the dominion and 
principalitie of all creatures wpon eath , and 
With the celeſtiall miniſiers ( which are the Au 
gells ) ennobled and exalted humane aignitte , 
whilſt they affiſt vs, and are int to jerue theſe 
that are t0 reape the h-auenly inberitance.es nd 
though his bountie unto vs kath lin jo great, 
yett would he sbew it more and more by an im- 
menſe liberalitie of lone and chantie Which he 
beares 1, he hath giuen himſelf wato ws. And 
Janpaſſins the bounds of all other bounties, ex- 
ceeding all fort and manner of loue , be gines 
bimſelfe to vs in food to be eaten. O ſingular 
and aimirable tountie, in which be that giueth 
ts the guift bimſelfe , and that which is giuen 
and he that giuetb, is one and the ſame thing. 
What great and prodigious literalitie 15 it when 
any one gines bimſelje | and he gines himſelfe 
for nomishment to the ena that man who Was 
fallen unto death by a morſelt , should be raiſed 
to life by an other meats, man fell by the mortall 
apple , and was raiſed azaine by the focd of the 
tree of life. On the other tree hung tbe morjcll 
of our death, on this as tied the alzment of our 
life. The taſt of the one owerthrew vs, the taſt 
of this [aueth ws. The gouſt did hart ws, and 
the gouſl hath [auedws. See , that Where the eu] 
hath entred, from thence hath come the medica- 


of grace and wertues , and certainely we reape 


ment ; and there from Whence death ſprung, life 
bath 
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The Feaſt of che Blefled Sacramenr. 
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bath alſo come forth. Tt Yas ſaid of the otter 
meate: the day that thou cateſt of it thou shalt 
die the death. Andit js is ſaid of t'is © He that 
enteth of this bread shall liue for ener. This 
meat? is that wlich doth compleatly ſatiat, Nic: 
truly nouricheth, and highly fatuetl- not t- e body, 
but the ſoule : not the flesh bat the ſpirit : wher- 
fore this merciful Jauiour pronided man Who had 
neceſſitie of ſpiritusll mduni-l ment of the wore 
noble and rare meate of all the world. 1t Was 
alſo a molt decent liberalitie and a York ſutatle 


With the dewne piety, that the eternal vord of 


the Father, who is thefood and reſefrion of the 
reaſonable creature , ſince he 'Yas mate fleib, 
Should give himjelfe for the nuwrishment of the 
body and flesb, T ſay for the Whole man, Who 3 the 
reaſonabie creature ; as the Pjaime (aith , man did 
catc the breadot Angells, erfore our Sauionr 
ſaith : my fleſh is nicate indeed. 7t 25 this bread 
that is taken , and doth not con|ume ; NEU 13 
eaten, and yett is not charged: iſ it be recerued 
Wort} ily, it renders him that receines it confor= 
mable to it ſelfe. O moſt excellent Sacram-at ! 
O Sacrament Wort/ry to be adored , renerenced , 
glorified , honored and ort'y to be exalted vith 
moſt ſingular prayſes , and to be recommended ty 

ublike acclamaions , renerenced With great care, 
worshipped With detoute [eruices , entertained in 
pure and chaſt treſis ! O mo## nolle memorial 
vorthy to be placed in the derpeſt bottom of the 
hart , to be intimately linkd to the /oule ; to be 
cautionſly conſerued in the interiour, and laſily, 
wortFy to be called to remembrance by a diligent 
meditation and putlication of its greatnes : ve 
ought continually to beare in minde this memori- 
all, and | im from Whom We know it comes,for he vill 
be more enzraucn in our memorie, whoſe benefites 
We haue always before our eyes. «And though it 
be ſo that enery day at the ſulemnitie of the Maſie 
We frequent this devine Sacrament, yett dorh it 
feeme wnto vs a thing wery conuenent and be- 
fitting ( at tle leaſt once in the yeare) there 
Shomld be maile a more folemne and particular 
mnemorie , for to confound, if it were poſſible, the 
mad perfidienuſnes of Heretickes : For that on tle 
day of the ſupper ( when our Lord Teſus Chiiſt 
adinſiitute it ) the uniuerſall Church is employed 
in reconciling pemrents, conſecating criſume, in 
the cemmundement and wa:hing of feete , aud 
in many other things , Which permits it not to 
ſollemrnive the feaſt of this moſt Heſſed $a 
crament : and the Church clſerues the ſame to- 
Wards the ſaints , which we ſollemniſe throughout 
the yeare : for although she make often commen0- 
raticn of them in Maſſe, and Litanies , and 11 
orher occoftons , neuertheleſſe she omitls not to 
celebrate particularly their deaths on certaine days 
aeiicated for their feaſts, and beſides all that, for 
that euen on the [aid feafts of Saints there js 
many times negligence and omiſſion of that 0#:ht 
to be done :( either through our litle care, or ty 
rea/on of the employment each one hath in his 


aff airez, or through humane frailtie,)our Mother 
the holie Church hath afppeinted a certaine day 
on Which there should be mane a generall com- 
memoration of ail the Snints , to the endthat on 
this common feeſt might be ſupplyed the defef?s 
of the partuulars, Now fince she wſeth this to- 
war ds the $S. she hath much better reaſon to w/e 
the ſame tow aras the bleſſed Sacrament of the body 
and tlood of our Lord leſus Chriſt, the glorie and 
croene of all the Saints, to the end it might haue 
a particular jollemnitie, and that with ailigence 
and deuotion Ye might recompence the tepedities 
and diſtratiions Which hauc happened in the Maſ- 
ſes ; anathat the faithfull Chriſiians when they 
| Shall jee this feaſt iraw neere, reflefting on what 
bath paſt , may repaire the defef3s of all the 
| Maſs:s of the yeare, through their ſloth , frai- 
 leties ,or through other emplayments. Murcouer 
before Yee Yere ſeated in the eAj oftolicke dignitie 
where now we are , fome holy perſons khadreuela» 
tions that this feaſt in time would come to be 
generally ſollemniſei throughout all the Chanch. 
Wiherfore ( to the exaltation and confirmation 
of the Catholike faith ) it hath ſeemed to ws 
conuenient to oidnine and commanie that there 
Shutild be celelrated in th: Church exery yeare 8 
ſolemne and more particular memorie of ſo ſublime 
and excellent a Sacrament , beſides that Which is 
done erdinarily enery day , a{jizgning and nomi- 
natins for that effeft the firſt thurjday after the 
0H1aues of the holy Ghoſt, to the end that the 
faithtull (bauld that day haze recomſe N:ith de- 
uotion to the Churches , and all (both Clergie and 
laytie) might ſing Nth great reiojgcing Hymnes 
of praiſe , and that then all render tv God ſongs 
of healthfull icy of hart anq will, lit pes and 
tongue. Then lit faith firg , hipe lenpe jor toy, 
and lett deuvtion reicyce , and charity lead the 
dance of gladnes, lett the hart applaude , and 
puritie delight it ſelfe : lett enery one come with 
a cheerfull ſpite , a prompt will , pu ting /is 
good arfires in execution , and ſulcmpije this 
great feaſt. «And God graunt that the hatts may 
be erflamed fo to ſerue bim, as of this andotber 
things they take their profite in auzmentation 
of merites tefyre this Lord, » ho gines himſclfe 
for them in p&yment , in meate, ana nounshment, 
and Wil be ther 1ecompence in the next life. 
Wrerfore we armonish ani atuertiſe you , and 
in vertue of holiz ob:dicmce by this &- poſtulicke 
Bull , ſiraitly communa you jor the renifſion of 
your ſins , to celebrate t/ 75 jo glonous and [our- 
raine a fer ft dewoutly cuery yeare on the that (- 
doy we haue ſaid and ifjizaed, and that you 
cauſe it to be celebrated through all the Chuiches 
of tones and Dioceſer , carejully ginins notice 
the ſundry before the feaſt to all your parisbes 
and Diuceſes , exhorting them With remonſirances 
and Yholeſome diſcourjes , eather by you or other 
ty your dirctlion , that with a cleere and entyre 
confeſſion of their ſins with prayers , almes, and 


| other yorkes of charitie and cextion, they may 


ſo pre» 
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"oft ble&. cles in confirmation of the verity of his pre- 


dSacra- ſence in this deuine Sacrament , as that of the 


fo prepare themſelues as to deſerne that day to 
partake of this bleſied Sacrament , and receiue 


, it Yith renerence, and ly wertue therof obtaine 


gnugmentation of graces. «And for to encourage 
the faithfull with fpiritual guifts, to honor and 
celebrate this great feaſt , we do grannt, to all 
that do confeſſe their finns and are truely peni- 
tent ,who shall be found in the Church at the 
Matines of the ſaid feaſt, one hundred days of 
pardon, and as many to thoſe that hall dewoutly 
aſſiſt at Maſſe , and at the firſt veſpers. Likeiſe 
# each of the Canonicall bowers of that day, 
firſt , third, fixth , ninth , and Compline , forty 
Jays: «And that thoſe Which 5hall be preſent the 
days Within the oftaues at the Canonicall bowers, 
#1 is ſaid: for euery days aſſiſtance , we graunt 
them one bundred days of pardon , confiding in 
%he mercie of God , and in the authority of bis 
Apoſtles $S. Peter , and Paul. 
This is the Bull of Vrbane the forth, 


Since which . Pope Clement the fith in a 
Councile which he heldat vienne in France, 
confirmed that Bull of his predeceſſor Vrbane 
the forth,and againe commanded the feaſt of the 
bleed Sacrament to be celebrated through all 
Chriſtendome; fince againe , other Popes , as 
Martin the fith and Eugene the forth did am- 

lify the Indulgences graunted by Vrbane the 
forth and gaue new ons to thoſe who ſhould 
faſt the vigile of the feaſt. | 

Among other cauſes which gaue ſubie& 
for the inſtitution of this Feaſt, one was, that 
our Lord in that time did worke ſome mira- 


Corporalls of Daroca , which happened inthe 
kingdome of valencia in the yeare of our Lord 
one thouſand two hundred thirty nine at the 
ſiege which Berenguel of Entenza Generall 
of king Iames laid againſt the Caſtle of Chio 
which is in the midle of Luchente and Pinette 
not far from the Towne of Xatiua , which [1 
recite not here at large being ſo notorious in 
Spaine. And that of the yearc one thouſand two 
hundred ſixty three which happened in Italy 
(which was the occaſion of Pope Vrbanes 
Bull) in a village called volſena, about cight 
leagues on this ſide of oruiete , where the 
Pope then was, The miracle was this: A Pricſt 
ſaying Maſle in the Church of Saint Chriſtine, 
after conſecration of the hoſt entred into great 
doubtes and temptations about the verity of 
the bleſſed Sacrament, and ſtraitways the Hoſt 
began to drop bloud, and died the corporalls, 
and the blood ſoaked through 3 euen to the 
marble ſtone of the Altar , and the ſtaines are 
at this day to be ſeene vpon the ſame ſtone: 

I haue ſeenc them, and ſaid Maſle on the fame 
Altar : the Pope was made acquainted with 
the miracle , and ſent for the Corporales to 


eruicte with great pompe and proceſſion of 


The Feaſt of the Bleſſed Sacramentr. 


| 


| 


| Cardinalls , Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, and all 

the Clergie , who went to receiue and carrie 

them into the Church of the towne, where 
afterwards vpon that occaſion was built a 

faire Church ot our lady, 

At Paris about the yeare one thouſand 

ewo hundred fifty eight a Prieſt ſaying Maſle Tye ny. 
in the holie Chappell wy .ich ioynes to the raeof 
Pallace , eleuating the conſecrated Hoſt, there **i% 
appeared in his hands a living childe of in- 
comparable beautie, which was ſcene by many: 

and notice being given of it-to Saint Lewis 

then king of France, as te preſſed him to 

goe ſee the miracle, he excuſed himfelfe fay- 

ing : lett thoſe that do not belieue that God 

is there, poe ſee it : For I ſee him there every 

day by faith : Theſemiracles moued the Pope, ,,. . 
among other things to inſtitute this great are eng 
feaſt.For though miracles be not neceſſarie,nor 2ecefſary 
ſufficient ( if God interiourly donot illuminate q2'9. 3. 
and ſtrike our hart ) for to make vs belicue lecue, * 
what faith teacheth vs ; neuertheleſle for to 
awaken and excite vs the more , and for the 
comfort and conſolation of thoſe that belicue 
it without them , our Lord doth ſome times 
worke mitacles, as he hath done in confirma« 
tion and proofe of the verity of this bleſſed 
Sacrament as well in paſt , as preſent ages : 
ſcarce is there a kingdome , Prouince, or Na- 
tion, where God hath not wrought wonders Thereare 
in teſtimony and proofe of his Royall and ine 
true preſence in the Sacrament of the Altar , ofthis 5a 
wherof we haue at this day the freſh memo- j1aen® 
rie : in ſpaine there is the miracle, as we ſaid, Provinces 
of the Corporales of Daroca, that of Fromeſta, 

that of Santaren , of Avila , of Segouia and 

others. Ja Italy there be two : the one at Ro- 

me in the Church of Saint Iohn of Lateran, 

the other in that of Saint Poteatiana , and in 
volſena that which we haue recited. In France 

that of Paris: and an other in Flanders at Bru- 

xells , where is Kept with great ſollemnitic 

the memorie and feaſt of the miraculous body 

of Jeſus Chriſt. In the higher Germanie at a 

village which is called Zephen in the Coun- 

tic ot Tirol three German leagues from Ifpruch 
in the way to Auxbourg, there happened an 
other very famous one and of great admiration 
aboue two hundred forty yeares fince. And 
ſo in other places which I omitt , to ſpeake 
briefly of ſome others very ancient and au- 
thentik , which we read in the works and lives 
of Saints, as well ancient as modern. 
The glorious Biſhop and Martyr Saint A mir. 
Cyprian in his booke of Relapfes, relates many 0" i5 
miracles that our Lord ſheyed in his time for the $.;cy- 
puniſhment of thoſe that had failed in faith , Proiam 
and received ynworthily , or would receiuc ——_ 
his holy body , and he faith he was an cyc- fuch here 
witnefle of ſome of them. The Danatiſtes _— 


Heretiks flang the body of our Lord to the this acres 


doggs,and the doggs in reuenge of that irre- _ 
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verence and facrilege , fell vpon them and 
- tore them 1n pecces , as Optatus. Milenitan 
writcs: when Saint Chryſoſtme was Patriarch 
of Conſtantinople , an h:retique woman for 
to content her husband ( who was a Catholi- 
ke) and for to keepe her word , firlt receiucd 
by the handes of an heretick prieſt , and 
gauc one of her {eruaats that which ſhe had 
xeceiued for to keepe ior her : Thea atter ta- 
king the conſecrated Hoſt by a Catholik 
Prieſt , and fcining to bow downe in praycr, 
aue 1t vnto the ſame ſeruant who was by 
= . and tooke in licu of 1t the bread ſhe had 
receiued of the heretique Prieſt , and putting 
The bre- ;t into her mouth , that bread tuddenly con- 
ad turned , | . 
into aſto- Ueited to a ſtone ; as Sozomene faith. Saint 
ne in the Gregory to convince the infidelitic of a wo- 
Mourh of hs Sig - 
+ oe. man, demanded and obteined of God that the 
wan. © ſpecies of bread ſhould be turned into fleſb, 
whereby the woman was conuerted ; and the 
village was confirmed: in the faith, S. Bafile 
had an admirable vifion the firſt time he aid 
The Hos Maſle in that forme which himſclte had inſti- 
was con* tated , as we reade in his lite : in the book 
vertc%!®” intituled the ſpirituall field , the 29 Chapter. 
by the Sophronius ſetts forth ſome miracles ot the 
me of bleſſed Sacrament alleaged by Cardinal Ba- 
. Grego- nd 
_ ronius in the fixt Tome of his Annales, and 
in the ſeauenth Tome he relates out of Eua- 
orius his tourh booke, chapter fifty three , what 
Thechils happencd at Conſtantinople to the ſonne ot 
e\a Iew a Jcw by trade a glaſle man , who hauing 
remand | with other boys his co ions at the 
thice : J Mpanions 
days iv Chuich, and fecing them communicate , he 
mn, did io i1kewiſe as iit he had bin a Chriitian ; 
withous Which his Father comming to know, fell into 
but. ſuch a 1age , as he caſt his childe into the 
burning glaſſe furnace , and three days after 
his ſoirowtull mother tound him inthe midle 
of the flames without any harme , and the 
mother and the fonne became both Chriſti- 
ans , and the tather erſeucring in his obſti- 
nacie and perfidioutnes was putt to death 
by the commande of Juſtinian th'Emperour. 
© We readc in Saint Bernards lite that he healed 
per: , c 
ſon with a poſſeſſed perſon putting on his head the 
che conle® conſecrated Hoſt, which he had in the patine, 
crate 
Hoſt. ſaying: Here comes the ſame Lord that was 
$, Mala: born of a Virgin, and died on the Croſle, 
enie 77 rOfe 3gaine,, and aiccended the heauens. And 
wetike the ſameS. relates in the lice oi Saint Malachie, 
__ that as an Herctik denied oftinately Ieſus 
of this, s Chiiſts preſence in the B. Sacrament , Saint 
crament Afalackie ſaid tohim « God make thee conteſle 
S. Bern. | | 
> via The truth, though 1t be by torce: and that the 
Malach. other anſweircd , ſo be it : and the ſame day 
4 fannent 1 was taken with a great infirmitie , wherby 
kn cles he camc to acknowlicdge himiclte , and was 
mn reconciled to the Church, conteſling the truth 
the Be $a- before he died : a horſe that was {aimiſht , ha- 
cramevt. ying bin three days in the ſtable without 


Sur, ton. ge Ln | : 
5 and Cating, lcait the proucnder which was putt 


S, Bern, 
healcd a 
polſeiled 


before hum to !xkncele downe to the Bleſſed 

Sacrament by the prayers of Saint Antonie 

of Padua, for to conuince certaine hereticks, 

2S is related in hs lite ; Saint Bonaucnture 

being in prayer Hetoze the Altar doubting 

whether he ſhould communicate or no a part 

of the deuided Holt went into his mouth. 

The like happened to Saint Catherine of Siena 

who preſented her ſelic to communicate at 

Father Raymonds Maſle hex Confeflor ; which 

ſaint receiuingthe B. Sacranent,or loookirag oh 

it, or ſecing a Prieſt who had that day touched 

the body otour Lord, loſt all appetite of cating 

and taking corporall refefion. But lett vs 

leave theſe ancient miracles , and conclude 

with ſome more moderne. One of Thomas 

waldenſis 'Prouinciall of the Carmes in En- 

gland, a man grave, learned and worthy of 

cicdite wholived in the yeare one thouſand fo-' 

ure hundred and twenty vnder Pope Martin Sut- wy 

the fith who approued his workes : and he my 

lays he was an eyc Witneſlc of thismiracle:That 

in the Cathedrall Church of Saint Paul 

at London , the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

in preſence of this tather , asked an herctik 

Cobler ſome queſtions, who denied the verity 

ot the Bleſſed Sacrament , and was there to 

be examined and judged: and as he was com- 59%! 
P- 934-de 

manded to do reverence to the ſacred Hoſt, ' $acr.c. 6 

he would not obey ; but anſwered with his 4 Miracle 

blaſphemous tongue , that a ſpider was more : 

worthie of reucrcnce then that Hoſt. Scarce 

had he pronounced the. words ; but an vgly 

deiormed fpider , black and horride , vaticd 

it ſelte from the top or roofe of the Church, 

and came dangling by his owne thred right 

into the mouth of this miſerable Hereticke ; 

and as it would hauc centred in, thoſe that 

were by , hindred and putt away the ſpider 

And notwitſtanding this ſtrange and new 

prodigic could not ſoften the hart of that 

obitinate Hereticke , ſo that they were coa» 

{trainedto burn aad reduce him into ashes. 

| The other is a miracle of a freſher Gate : 

it happencd in Polonia in this manner , in a Mirae 

the yeare one thouſand five hundred fiity fix of our th 

In a : vilage called Schazet, a Iew did much en 

importunc a Chriſtian mayd ſeruant which he condi 

kept, named Dorothee , to recciue the body C-m- 

of lefus Chriſt as ſhe vſcd and to giue it him, 3%" 

which he obtained of her by faire promiles : Granat,%| 

She deliuered- him the body of Ieſus Chriſt P- 51% | 

and the'lew tooke it , and being in .compa- 

nic with three other Iewes , his trends ,! car- 

ried it to the Synagogue, where they gaue it 

many tabbs with a dagger : And ſtrait there 

came forth of the holic Hoſt a great quanti- 

tie of bloud, which the Iewes themſelnes gas 

thered vp with ſpoones, and putt into a glaſſe: 

Theſe meſcreants and inveterate encmies of 

icſus Chriſt endeauoured what they could to 

keepe this their wickednes ſecrete ; but it was 
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The Feaſt of the moRt Bleed Sacriment, 


mn vVaine, tor our Lord diſcouered it : an} Si 
vilmond King of Polooia bens toll thero! | 
Cauled them to be puniſhe. and burnt alive : | 
And Lewis Lippomance B:ih P of Verona, un! | 
the Popes Nuncio, a pertoa of eXeinplar ana | 
{ingular life and Dottrine / who then was in | 
Polonia ) Qid aucrie the thing , an.l tk ay- | 
thenticke proote therot h which Ie ent to 
Pope Paul the torth who then fue in Saint 
Peters Chaire of the Catholicke Church. Ble{- 
(ea, and praiſe) be our Lord , who hath dc- 
clared hiuatelic fo wonderjiull and liberall in | 
givI0g Vs this hohe Sacrament, Commanding | 


TY | 


vs of the one tide to belicuc the Incttable and 
iouvifible Myiterics which «© containcth , and | 
of the other {ile ; workin? fo many miracles 
tor to excite our fuith , and wore and more 
intiame our haris in his devine loue , and. in | 
devotion and rcueronce of this maruclilous Sa- | 
crament. Lett vs all acknowiedge this ſoue- | 
raine benente , lett vs vive thankes with 
protound humilitic , and from the botome of 
our hart , ett vs make our profhtc terot,, 
lett vs take this medicament of our foules, 
cate this bread of life , and be inebriated with 
this Chalice of our Lord. Lett vs hauc in 
continuall memorie his paſhon and Crofſie, 
lett vs remember we are nut tor , or of our . 
{clues , but we are his , who by the 
only bowells of his mercie hath bought vs | 
with his moſt pure blood , and takes as his 
dclipht to remaine with vs lor conſolation, | 
tultcntation , and fupport of our mitcrable | 
tc , and gives himfclte to vs as ia pawne oj | 
that which we hope tor. 
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THE LIFE OF THE MOST G£E0- 


rious V, Ir Aarti. 


L *z 11 


Fter This liie of onr Lori . W 110 
is (as we have faid ) tte mirrour, | 
47 7 Rutc, and meaſure ofall tanctity, 
* - $4 we ought Cait our eyes \Vpon tlic 
Ss life of bis Mott Pure MOLNCT who 
was eleted of God for the greateit dignity | 
that could be conferred vpon a pure Creature: 

and tor that effect was adorned and c:dowed | 
with the orcateſt guiltes and veitues that | 
have ecer to any perion Ui granted, And | 
cne of the things when God iath wolt wdhe- | 


! 


LL CES 
clared the cxceile Of his £90Unes, WHHEeUOM?, | 
« 


and omnipotency, i ,the 1nciitic Oi cis Vit- | 
vin, whole lite we will brictty {ett GOWBE: | 
_"Themoit facred Virgin Marie was borne at | 
Nazarcth in the Prouince of Gaiice the davun- 
ter of Noble and rich Parents : Her tathcr was 
called Toachim born ia Nazaicih , bet Muiuct 


$ 


wa of the twne o Beijeen : they wer 

M1 Of the tribe of fada, and of the royal! 
Lock Th i) TT T TINT im DV Th it ok (3; NN , 
TEA . and Anno ihby x W linc Oc SRHVINON, WH 
were buth cliitien of avid $ theſe tram 
[-XTCNES ot the Vi.n were perfons Of! Not) 

lic, tach as vughe the tree to be thuc was 
tw bring forth ſuch a iruit. They cave their 

{CiUC5 Whotic [t) the ohbferuance of the aw . 
to ialtiny , prayer , and almes deecles. Ti:ey 
deuided their reveniic into three parts; the h1 {} 
was employed in Jeuine fermce , and entertai- 
NUment $]1 the miniitcrs Ort the Tempic : The 
lecond , was for the povre , the third tor dif- 
pente oc their tamilie : They had lined twenty 
yeareSin mariage without any children,tor thai 
Anne was barren, tor which cauſe they we're 
ſad and afflicted . and as t' were aſhamed : by 
reaton that , that carnall nation held {criliti 
an Opprovrious tiung , and a puniſhment oj 
God : for which the maried ſaints vid bey 
with great inſtance day and night that they 
might have a fruite of Benediction, promifin.s 
to conlecrate to his demne Maicſtic whateurcr 
loane or daughter he ſhould pleaſe to graunt 
them : as they perſeuvercd in their requeit , an 
Angell a>pearcd to loachim , as he was wai- 
King in his feids, and told him that Godtal 
heard his prayers and that he ſhou'd haue a 
daughter which ſhould be named Marie, and 
ſhe ihould be the Mother ot the worlds Sa- 
uour, Saint Anne had a particular revelation 
where ſhe lived as it were apart and rc: ired. 
ioncy communicated it to cach other , and 
tound a contormitic in all to what the Anoell 
ad taid to Cach ot them apart. And yecelited 
thankes tw our Lord tor ſo orcat a tauor, and 
Anne conceiued the fucred virvin the eighth of 
December, on which Cay the Church Kkeeperh 
the {cutt Th tc Conception, She Wis CONCEe 1. 
ucd 1 ithout crivinall fin, God preucnting her 
With IvCi abundance of Grace, as Wasexpe- 
Uicnt ior her, whom he had predeſtinated toi 


bs Muther , and to be the break-head ot 


tie iniernall Serpent : The nine moneths com- 
pleated , this moit bleiſed child had Byrta 1 
Nazareth , in a houſe in the contrey , ami .lii 
tic bl-2ting of the ſheepe, and cheeriull chan- 


tings cithe ſhepherds.She was born the cighth 
day of September, and nine days alter , which 
was the ſcurnicenth of the ſame moneth (ac- 
cording to the Hebrews) they namea her Ma- 
11c : Our Lord gave vnto her ( as fome faints 
{ay, and may piouſly be beleeucd ) Saint Ga- 
biie! tor her Angell Gardian , and others, lay 
many Angells in her companies : At the end 
vi foucricore days Saint Anne went to le- 
ruſulem to fulfil the law of Puritication, Cary» 
Inv the inf.nt to the Temple in her armes, 
aS 4 Precious trealurc 8 and payd the viva!) 
clirrng for the firft born , then Carried her 


b.ck to her Louie, 
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When ſhe came to three yeares of age, | 
to accompliſh the ' vow they had made to 


Pet. Da- 
maſc.Ser 
-deNat. offer her to our Lord, her Parents cared her 


Marc. s, 
Guad, Ep- 
Nicep. l. 
2. C. 1. 
Hieron. 
de part, 
Marc, 
The Pre- 


to Hieruſfalem , and dedicated her to the Tem- 
ple the one and twentith of November with 
the accuſtomed ceremonies of ſuch offerings. 
They declared to the Pricſt the vow they had 
made , recommending to him the care of their 
fene.nee> Childe asathing alredy dedicated to God, and 
of thevir- that ſhe might be placed among the reſt of 
gin in the young maidens , that ſerucd Ged in a Solita- 
Amizor Tic houſe built for that purpoſe, cloſe ioyning 
lib.1-de to the Temple , in which the Virgins were 
Ex-gin- , maintayned out of the rents of the Temple ; 
conſt. c. that being a part from noyſc and the multi- 
yy l- tude they might employ themlclues in holy. 
5 "Rab, and laudablc exerciſes , and commodiouſly 
Abr. in enter the Temple to make their prayer. The 
—_ grace and beavtie of this childe did 1aviſh the 
preſb, in world with admiration and chiefly the prowp- 
vita Virg. titude and factlitie wherwith ſhe did weine her 
ſclic of her parents , and dedicate her ſelfe to 
our Lord ſhewing forth by theſe litle markes, 
the great and wonderfull workes which God 
was to bring forth in her whom he had called 

The Vir- from her infancy to his ſeruice. 
gins cm» This hol! childe was 1cceiued into the 
porn” number of other virgins to the great con- 
Temple, tentement of them all, and then was made 
how &-. to ſhine in that materiall howſe of God, ſhe 
Luc-Amb Who was to, be his ſpirituall Temple. She 
ud. 2 4 there learnt to ſpin perfeRly , wool, linnen, 
lib”, in and filke, to ſowe aid worke Sacerdotall ro- 
bes, and all that was needfull for the ſeruice 
1. Tm Of the Tewple, and after to ſeruc and cloath 
Andr. her pretious ſonne, and to make his ſeameleſſc 
Cret. in garment , as Euthimius faith ; She learnt alſo 
—_— the Hebrew charaQters, and tooke great care 
Hicrom, and pleaſure to reade often , and mediate with 
de Ort» great guſt the holy ſcriptures , which with 
Ildephon. great and cleere vnderſtanding and the hea- 
Serm-15» yenly light which God imparted vnto her, 
_— ſhe vnderſtood P—_ , ſhe was never idle, 
Crer» in kept ſilence, ſpake litle and well, when it was 
encom&e fitting : her humilitie was profound , her mo- 
Deip, MQeſtic virginall , and all her venues, ſo much 
archiep- jn their point and perfeRion, that ſhe attrafted 
Grat. de the eyes , and robbed the harts of all, ſhe 
Virg- appeared more hke a childe deſcended from 
Be” Fi heaucn , then one bred here on earth : She 
fery ina faſted often, and with recolleQion , ſolitude, 
My - filence, repoſe, diſpoſed her ſelfe to contem- 
Mar, Plation'and vnion with God , in wbich ſhe 
was moſt eminent , and our Lord did viſite 
and cheriſh her with his hghts and deuine 
ardors as his Spouſe, and the Angells often 
* appeared to her, conuerfing with her , and 

1n Lom, 
hit, Theo [Omctimes brought her to cate of meates that 
ph.in cap- had not paſſed through wans hand , but came 


m— from heaven, She lived thus vntill the elea- 


in cap.z7. Venth yeare of her age, wen her parents died 
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in loa yeiy old, and almoſt fouctſcore , not Eaving 


bad any ſonne or daughter but her ſelfe : 

Being in the Temple with great defire and 

loue of viiginirie wkerewith the holy Ghoſt 

inſpired her, ſhe madea vowe to keepe it peT- gea now 

petually, and was the firſt that made that kin- of Virgh 

de of vowe, and raifed the banner of Vitgi- yes. | 
nitic , vnder which infinite ſquadrons of moſt 9. de 46. 

pure maicens kaue fought, and followed her nw 
Example , and for feare of locſing it, have Lucec, y, 
cholen rather to yeeld their lives: tor which Rupert Þ 
reafon ſte is called virgin of virgins, as Miſ- 5. Ines 
triſſe and Chiefe of them all. For although it is ep. 3 

be true that in the old Teſtzment ſome re- _ f 
mained chaſt all their life , as Ioſue , Melchis 1, r.4de © 

ſedech , Helie , Heliſeus , Teremic , and the W's » 
three children ot the ſournace of Babylon : pamar,. 

yet is it-moſt certaine that none promiſed to 1-4-defid | Þ 

God virginitie by obligation of vowe , and * ** 

that our lady was the firſt , w ho without anic 
preceeding example to conforme by , did it, 

and offered her ſclfe vnto God : In ſo much 

as this glorie was reſerved tor this lady, who 

only was to joyne the flower of virginitic 

with the frvite of a mothet : being arrived 

to the age of _—_ , the Priefts aduiſedthe 
virgin to take a husband as others did , that 

had attained that age. But when ſte heard of | 

their ſpeaking of mariage , ſhe humbly and 
modeſly anſwered ,that it could not be, be» 

cauſe her parents had offered her to God, and 

that ſhe had madea vow of perpetual virgi» 

pitie. They were all aſtoniſted-at fo new a 

thiog, and conſulted , if it might not be fir 

to marric hex 10 lome one of the Prieſts , in 

whoſe company ſte might perſeuer in the 

ſervice of the Temple , but that could notbe, 

for that she being the only childe of her pa- 

rents, ſhe was to inheritc, and according to the 

law it would be deemed a forc'd at to marric 

her with a mannotof her owne familie and lig- 

nage. They had recource to the devine Oracle, rags 

and our Lord anſwered that all thoſe of Da- iieth by 

vids line ſhould aſſemble, that were then at OS 

Ieruſalem , and that he vpon whom the Niſſen. 

lott did fall ſhould be maried vntoher. And the Ort. 4 

Virgin had a revelation ficm our Lord to obey Ny 

-m m_ ,and that ſte ſFould not feare , for IF 
e would piotc her ;tke bappy lott fell vron '® 

Ioſeph of ts Tribe of w natiſe of Be rig 

thlem , Carpenter by trade , a filent and holy «pM 

man ,and wko had always kept chaſtitie:and _—_ 

ſo fitted to be the Husband of ſuch a wife. Niſcn 

They were therfore maried , the bleſſed vire *'f® 
vin beipg thirteeng yeares ard three moneths 

old , and was dcliucied cucr vnto her 

ſpouſe to take care of Fer. By this m.canes 

cur B. Lady rcturned toNazarcth and dwelt 

in the houſe of her parents, which ſhe had 

inherited as their only childe, As the moſt 

pure and ſacred virgin was in Nazareth, the 

pood time being ccme, in which God had de» 

termined to cloath himfelfe with our fleſh in 

hex 
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her wombe , the Arch-Angell Gabriel came 
vnto her with that Bighand ſoucraine Embal- 
ſage, and finding her alone retired, and raiſed 
in contemplation, he ſaluted her in great hu- 
militie and reuerence, ſaying : haile <Mariefui 
of Grace , our Lord is with thee, Bleſſed art 
thou among women. The Virgin was troubled, 
not by the Angell (that was no new thing 
to her) but to ſee him in ſhape ofa man , and 
for the praiſes he gaue her, which ſhe thought 
her felte vaworthy of. Bur the Angell em- 
boldned her, and declared vato her the myſtery 
for which he came , aſſuring her there would 
be nothing of man in the worke and that*her 
virginitie ( which ſhe was ſo much in feare or) 
ſhould neuer receiue detriment therby : but 
that the holie Ghoſt would come vpon her, 
by vertue wherof ſhe ſhould conceiue the 
ſonne of the higheſt, and propoſed 'vato her 
the example of her Coſin Elizabeth , who 
being old , and barren had conceiued ; for 
that nothing was impoſſible vato God , that 
when he pleaſeth,the Virgin may bring forth 
as well as the old and ftcrile. On this aflu- 
rance ſhe obeying the will of our Sauiour,, 
and profoundly humbling her ſelfe even to 
the abyſle of her nothing , ſhe ſaid, yes, and 
conſented to the Embaſſie , with thoſe moſt 
ſweet wordes that reioycted heauen , and ſanc- 
tifyed the earth : Behold the handmayd of 
my Lord , lett bis will be' accomplisht in mee 
according to thy wordes : at which inſtant ſhe 
conceiued the eternall word in her wombe, 
and became truce Mother of God and of her 
Father and Creator , and was conſtituted 
Queen ot heauen and of catth , and all that 
is created, EY 3; 
This ineffable Myſterie ended, the facred 
Virgin, alredy a Mother carricd by the fame 
ſpirit that had filled her fo full of graces, bc- 
oat her journey to viſite her Coſen Elizabeth, 
" and exerciſe chatritie towards her , to ayde 
and ſerue her with admirable humilitie , and to 
reioyce and congratulate with her for the mer- 
cic our Lord had ſhewed her , in her old age 
giving her a ſorne ; andto ſanfifie the ſame 
{onne by ker wordes.She performed cheerfully 
this long voyage, becauſe the feruor of her 
orcat charity encouraged and ſtrengthned 
her, but abcue all the treaſute ſte bare within 
her: for her greatnes was no burden to her: 
ſte enticed Zacharies houſe, ſaluted Elizabeth, 
the greater Came to vilite he 
ter fiſt; before Elizabeth could ſalute her: 
to give example in all of that ſingular humi- 
litie , which rendred her ſo pleaſing to God: 
the Virgins w orces did penetrate by the Mo- 
thers cares even vntoS. John in her wombe, 
who recewing the ſpitite of fanQification,and 
acknowledging the Lord of the world who 
was incloſed in Maries facred womte leapt 
for ioy , figgifying thereby what Ee could 


leſſe, ahd ſaluted * 


| not yett expreſſe in wordes. By this motion 
and new ioy of her ſonne, Elizabeth vnder- 
ſtood the myſtery of the Incarnation of the 
fonne of God, and illuminated by the ſpirit 
of Propheſie and heavenly light , ſhe nid Vite 
to the facied Virgin : Thow art bleſied among 
all vomen,and bleſsedis the frutte of thy wombe 
and whence is this to me , that the Mother of 
my Lord doth come wnto mee ? and the other 
words that follow in prayſe of the Virgin : 
who acknowledging all our Lords tauors, and 
attributing nothing to her ſelte, ſung that de- 
vine Canticle , the Magnificat , which is 
more filled with Myſterics then wordes. And 
having remained almoſt three months in 
Zachatics houſe, ſan&itying it by her preſence, 
ſhe returned home to Nazareth. 

T hen it was when came that great tri- 
bulation of ſuſpition into Saint Ioſeph againſt 


with childe and knowing moſt aſſuredly that 
it was not by him ; he was much perplext, 
not knowing what to reſolue onin a matter 
of thatidanger, for to fatisfye the law, and 
not diffame a woman of fo holy a lite, and 
who peraduenture might not be in fault. And 
thc holy Spouſe although ſhe perceiued the 
Waues that beate againſt her deere husbands 
hatt, and ſuffered for his painc, yett to keepe 
ſecrete the ſacred myſtery which God had 
wrought ih her, and coucr it with the vaile 


peace, and prayed , recommendiug her cauſe 
to God, that he would pleaſe to ſend a re- 
medie. | 
Our lord heard her , and ſent an Angell 
frotn heauen to Ioſeph appearing to 
ſleepe , declaring to him the myſteric , and 


her, accompanie her, atd hatie cate of that 

bleſſed fruit which was to be born of her, 
whom be ſtould name Iefus : by this reuela- 

tion the cloudes were diſperſed , the tempeſt 

ceaſed, and $S. Toſephs bart was Ccleered and 
enlighthed, beginhing to ſerue, and teuerence 

the moſt ſacred Virgin with much more ho- 
nour, whcm beſore he eſteemed for holy,and 
now acknowledged for Mother of God.who 
being now well aduanced ih her ninth mo» 

tith , and ready to bring forth, there hapned 

a hew trouble of a lopg iourney in winter 
ſecaſcn ,cold and inccmmodiovs , which of 
neceſſity her ſpouſe: and ſte were to make 
irem Nazarcth to Bethlectn , to obey the 
Edi of Oftavius Auguſtus Emperovur, which 
ccrtvarded all thoſe that were ſubic& ynder 
his cminion ſtould be enrolled in the townie 
of their Birth: and becauſe loſeph was born 
at Betklc«in, thitker he muſt goc jn obedience 
to tFat Edie : tFe koly couple endured 


Virgin 


W3y , Fcoly picuiced tor , ike ſacred 
P young 


Th 
TED « B87 picion of 
her-: tor that percciuing the B, Vitgin great 8.toſcph, 


of her humilitic , ſhe diſpuiſed and beld her 6 


99 


e ſuſ- 


him in Thereue- 


lation of 


| | | a our ladies 
commanded him to take the Virgin to ſerue puciy, 


teat 
haicſtip in this voyage , a rude Colon fopg | 
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Then; Youngand tender , and ready tobe delivered, | denly , take the childe and Mother and flye 
tiuky of Which ſhe endured with. admirable patience, | into Egypt, there to remaihe varill ſurther 
our Lord for that ſhe bare in her wombe the {wectnes, | order. Which $: Toſcph did, taking deſert abd 
| "4 ioy of the world. They came to Bethleem, | vncouth ways with gyeatpaynes and incommo- 
but could finde none that would harbour | ditics ioyned with his feare. They hauingmade : 
them. They retired themſelues into a caue | this long voyage , arriued'in a place called oz 
« Which was out of the towne , and part ofthe | evenatthis dayMatarea,betwixt Heliopolis and. Broc. in © 
ſuburbs where the beafls and poore paſſengers | Babilon , three leagues from Babylon , and FeyPt | 
did vſeto take ſhelter. In this poore ſhed and ſta- | tower from Heliopolis, There they ſecured s, _ z 
ble , the moſt B. Virgin brought forth the word | the child though they endured great want [ 
incarnate , and hauing wrapt him 'P inJinen | and pouerty, being ſtrangers and vaknowne, 
which ſhe provided , ſhe laid him downe in | always trembling with feare. For although 
the manger , adoring him as God, honouring | they had a great confidence that God would 
him , and making hommage to him as her Po the childe,ncuertheleſle their ardent 
lord , embracing and kiſſing bim as her ſonne. | loue gaue them the apprehenſion, and at cuery 
The cighth day aftcr his pativitie he was | hower,diſcompoſcd their quict.But that which 
Circumciſed in the ſame ſtable , and the B. | moſt afflicted the B. Virgin ,was to ſee the 
© Bern. faith that $. Toſeph was Miniſter of it: | blindnes which thoſe poore Nations liued in, 
e £1” then was he named Iefus and Sauiour, a na» | who leaving the true God, adored Crocodiles, 
me which the Apgell had publiſkt and brought | Serpents and other vile reptiles , by which 
from heauen. the Deuills had abuſed them. They remained 
Some while after , the three Kings came | in Egypt vntill the death of King Herode , 
« 1- ovided by a new ſtar, and adored the Infant | and by comandement of the Angell who ap- 
de Cir. nd Virgin , the ſonne and the Mother , de- | peared the firſt time to S.loſeph', they retur- 
cum, and Virgin, t an cr, P eph , they retur 
The com- claring by their guiits of gold, Incence, and | ned into their contry, and fixt their abodein 
—_ Myrthe , what they did belieue of this, tender | the towne of Nazareth , from whence they 
Les. childe, and of this erernalll God. The forty | went every yeare to viſite the holie Temple; 
S, Luce 2- days of ber Cchildbed accompliſtt the queen | ct Ieruſalem. 
peurel- of Angells, went to Jeruſalem, to obey the The childe being now attained to twelue bow 4s 
Num. 4+ [aw which God bad ordained for women in p_ of age ,and his Parents coming with loft, 
-Euc 7 that condition ,and to preſent her firſt born | himto the Temple according to their cuſtome, Su 4 


| Childe at the Temple of our Lord , and: to | they returned , and the bleſſed Child Rayed, 


redceme him with .fue ficles, as the law en- | they not perceiving it:ſo that they were three 
ioynedfor the firſt born. There ſhe had ſundrie | days in ſearch of him, woepung and lamenting: 
ſubie&s of ioy , and ſorrow, of Conſolation | Ja the end they found him in the Temple 
and griefe. For of the one fide ſhe ſaw the | among the Sages, and Doftors , demanding 
gloric of cur Lord her blefled ſonne beginto | queſtions of them, and anſwering theirs : His 
: þe maniſcſted to the world , and that the | B.Mother ſeeing him there : ſayd tohim ; my 
holy old Simeon had taken him in his armes, | ſonne, why hait thou done ſo to vs ? behold 
adoring and acknowledging him to be the | thy father and1 forrowing did ſeeke thee. And 
light of the Gentiles, and ornament and glo- he ſaid to them : what is it that you ſought 
rie of the poeple of lrael : and that venerable | mee? did you not know, that I muſt be about 
and ancient Propheteſſe Anne had extolled and | thoſe things, which are my Fathers ? which The obs 
ſpoken highly of his greatnes and wonders ; | wordes although thoſe that were by vnderſ- dience « 
which was cauſe of reioycing and ioy vnto | tood not, the virgin heeded attentiuely and cycin 
her. But of the other fide , ſhe felt her ſoule | conſerued them in her hart to ruminate and bis Ms 
wounded with gricfe , hearing the holy old | confider the hidden myſteries therin contai- ***+ 
Simeon ſpeake theſe words: Behold this (chil- | ned. All the reſt of the time vntill the thirtich 
$, Luke'z. de) #5 ſett unto the ruine , and wnto the Re-| yeare of his life, our lord remained with his 
ſurrefion of many in 1jratl, and for a ſigne Fhich | B. mother accompanying, obeying , and ſer- 
Shall be contradifled , and thine owne ſouleshall | ving her as a muſt obedient ſonne his deere 
a Sword pearce, that out of many harts cogita-| Mother. By which ſubicQion and obedience 
tions may be texealed. Which diſcourſe did | we conicaure the ſonnes humllitie , and the $. Mats 
coole the pleaſures of that day , and ſtecpt | Mothers cxcellenaee ; for there could not be 
their ioys in feare and apprehenfion. Which | a more profound humilitie , then being God 
ſraitways began to augment , for hardly was | to ſubic& himſc)ſe and obey his Creature, nor 
the feaſt and ceremonie of the Purification | greatnes more abſolute then to ſee a creature 
"ended, but they were commanded to | command God. The B. Uirgin enjoyed him 
flye into Egypt, that the childe might eſcape | vntil! the thittith yeare of his age , who at 
Theflight the hands of Herod , who would have had | the nine and twentith yeare and thirtecne 
m— him flaine:And the Angell appeared to Ioſeph | days, tooke leaue of his Mother and went to 
2J2'* in leepe , and commandcd him to riſe fud- | Betabora,, to be baptiſed by Iohn the Baptiſt 
: in the 
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in the river Iordane: and fromthence went f mothex towards her only ſonne , ſonne that 


jnto the defert , where he taſted forty days 

and forty nights , and was tempted ;and ouer- 

came the enemy , and came torth as a Maſte 

of heauen to preach. He gathered Diſciples, 

and did all that which we haue rehearſed in 

bis life :notwithſtanding that during that time 

he paſſed preaching \from one place to an ©- 

ther , the B, Virgin accompanicd him , and 

was with him and his Diſciples at the Mar 

riage of Cana in Galilee , where the wine 

coming ſhort ,our Ladies piety was not wan- 

ting to pray her decre ſonne to ſupply that 

want for feare leaſt the maricd might be aſha- 

med , and that his g!orie might the more be 

manifeſted by occaſion of - the miracle. Which 

our Redeemer Icſus Chiiſt did ; for he 

refuſed his mother nothing : it was the firſt 

miracle that he wrought, to conueit the wa- 

ter into wine , Thewing himſclic abjolute 

lord of all creatures. We reade alſo that at an 

other time Ieſus Chriſt preaching; his mother 

came by !, and ſome of the auditores faid to 

be Vir- him : Behold thy Mother and thy bretheren Yith- 

jin ac- Out ſeeking t hee , Callipg brothers according 

1h& to the Brew ſtile , the neere of kinne tO 

ance» Teſus Chriſt by his Mothers fide , and cuen by 

Joſeph his reputed father. It is likewiſe cafie to 

clieve that the ſacred Virgin did. often ac- 

companie her decre ſonne _ othertimes, 

went with him , and followed him ,1o ſerue 

himin his journeys, enioy his fight , and heare 

his doQtine , magnitying hum ſor the marue]s 

he did , and that laſted all the time of our 

Saviours preaching , vntill the time drew 

neere which hc had appointed to deliver him- 

ſelfe to dye,, after having celebrated his laſt 

and myſterious ſupper with his twelue Apol- 

ties he tocke leaue of his deere Mother, who 

in the ſame houſe with other holy women 

had celebrated the Paſche apart , and went to 

the Garden where he was to be apprehended, 

the Virgin ſtaying inthe houſe, and ticembling 

with feare, attending the 1uccefle of his pal- 
fron, 

When ſhe vndeſtood that her ſonne was 

taken , and that they dragged him from one 

eee, 8” Judge to an other , ſhe ſtrait went forth, and 

be paſ- followed him accompanied with other holy 

n of ber women vnto Mount Caluaric. The griele that 

wall Pierced her hart no words can repreſent ſecing 

ier love, her ſonne ſo cuill traited and made ſo vile 

and contemptible, like a moſt meeke Lambe 

torn in peeces by raucnous wolues ; nor the 

conſtancy and ſtrength which ſhe had to con- 

forme in all to the will of our Lord, defirivg 

Mer cou. Der ſonnes death for hisglorie, and fatisfaRtion 

cou» 

rpea For our finnes : ſo ſorrow was the counter- 

io foote ballance of her loue, whence all paſſions ſpring, 

Crogs, 3nd the virgins loue towards her ſonne was 

the greateſt that ever was or ſtall be found 
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The gri- 


in a pure creature. For it was the loue of a 


was all hers, without company of father, and 
ſonne who was man and God,and as to hu- 
mane nature ,man the moſt accompliſht and 
perte& , filled vp with all poſſible guiſts and 
graces. Nevenrtheleſle this teeling and griefe 
( though ſo exceſſ-ue)did not fo much ſtir the 
Virgin nor afflit her ſo powerfully , but that 
ſhe flood on her tecte like a firme pillar cloſe 
vnto the Ciofle, lIcoking with cycs meltin 
into tearcs , on that piteous ſpeRacle , un 
oftcring to the eternal father her ow neſonne 
for a ſacrifice in ecdour of ſuavity, and humbly 
crauing him to accept it , and be appealcd, 
and through him to pardon all the tins of the 
world : for that she did coniorme to his toly 
will, and would what he willed, and that her 
ſonne might endure that payntull and igno- 
minious death , fince his devine Maieſtie had 
ſo ordained it. Thus did the Mother accom- 
panie the ſonne in his affronts and ſortowes, 
and partake of his paſſ.on ,as a true Mother, 
which our Lord defiring to acknowlege , ſaid 
to her theſe compaſſionat and amorovs wor- 
des: woman beheuld thy ſonne : then to his 
Diſciple : Behowld your Mother giving vnto $.1cb.19 
her S. lohn tor her adopgtife ſonne : who trom Greg; Na 
that time ſerved her as bis Mother with the wemdds 
ſame reſpe& and care as if he bad bin her ſon- Chit ts 
nc , the moſt chaſle viigin was picrced Nixepha 
by this exchange with a ſmartipg ſorrow , bb.,1.caps 
ſecing the difference there was betwixt the ** 
ſonne that ſhe loſt to him that was giuen 
her , and the viſcerale loue which ſhe bare 
this ſonne , wko amiddeſt the crucll torments 
and pangs vpcnthe Crofle could not torgett 
her:when ſhe ſaw bin: dye without doubt ſte 
had died with gricte, had not our Lord ſuſ- 
tained her by a ſupernaturall ſtrength. And 
the lJances ſtroke which picrced her ſonnes fi- 
de though alredy dead ,made no leſfſe pene- 
tration in the living bart of the Mother then in 
the ſonnes hart alredic dead. After his facred 
and al-bruiſed bedie was taken downe from 
the Crofle, the Virgin embraced it with ſuch a 
tceling as can neither beſaid nor thought. In fine 
having butied our Lord;S.lobn attcnding her 
and other deuoute women , ſhe returned vn- 
to Iokn Maiks houſe ( w here the laſt ſupper 
was made )with incredible ſadnes , to artende 
the happy day of her ſonnes glorious Reſur- 


rection, _ 


| Chriſt ri- 
' The Virgin ſpent theſe three days in tea- ſeth from 
res, whileſt the ſoule of her moſt deere ſonne —_— 
was in Limbus, and the body in the ſepulcher, to bis Mo 
votill ſunday r-oring came , when he roſe ©: 3% 
viorious, glorious , and accompanied with | 
infinite ſcules of holy fathers (they were the whi; 
ſpoiles he had releaſed out of Limbus) he ap- Je. 
peared firſt vnto her, as to his moſt deerc «ll: B, 
Mother, and as who deſerved beſt of any, at Vis «6 
whoſe fight her teares of forrow were tur- 


ned 


The life of the 


ned into ioy , and this lady reſtored to her 

L countenance, who as a moone was ecclipſed 

officc, 23 by the abſence of the ſunne:. Jt is vnſpeakable 
Niceph.l. hat conſolation the virgin receiued, to ſec 
T29P-3*" her ſonnic viftorious and triumphant oucr 
death, the deere embracements that ſhe gaue 

him , and how ſhe kiſſed thoſe reſplendent 
woundes of his feete , hands, and fide. Then 

who ſhall expreſſe the praiſes and thankes, 

which thoſe holy ſoules gaue her, as bauing 
mediated their remedyc and deliuerance , as 
Mother of our Lord who fo glorivully redec- 

med them? Our Lord was forty days in the 

world after his Reſurreion, during which 

time it is credible that he oftcn viſited his Mo- 

ther, reioycing her with his ſight , and affor- 

ding her ſweeteſt conſolations : and that the 
Apoſtles and other faithfull did not forgett 

to congratulate with her for her ſonnes glo- 

ric , aud that ſhe putt them out of all doubt 

or ſufpition , and confirmed them in the faith 

of the Reſuireion. At the forty days end, 

our Lord appeared the laſt time vpon Mount 

Oliuet, and taking leaue of all gaue them his 

The 'AG benediftion , and Aſcended the heauens with 
eenfion ineffable iubilation, glory,and maieſtic, lea- 
—_— uing the ſacred Virgin more content for his 
"*  ploric, then aMiaed by his abſence. All re- 
turned and retired together, where they per- 
ſeuercd in prayer , expetting the coming of 

the holy Ghoſt, which the B. Virgin received 


with more prigiledges and fauors, aboue them 
all, for that her dilpofition was greater , and 
the _ of Mother and Miſtriſe of the 


Church ſo requiring it. 
The Vit Atter this the B. Virgin feiourned in Te- 
gins life raſalem imploying her felfe ſome times in 
atrer that hjoh contemplations of God , and the Myſte- 
crionne _ . 
was in Ties he had wrought being clothed with our 
beaven, *. fleſh, and particularly to rece1ue often the inct- 


At. 2 fable Sacrament of his body with the other 


faithfull : for it they vicd it , with hew much | 


more reaſon ought ſhe , who beſt knew the 
dignitic of this Lotd , and was beſt diſpoſed 
to receiue him , as well by frequentation of 
the Sacrament, as for the guifts and ſoucrai- 
ne graces which ſhe continually receiued ? 
Other whiles ſhe ſpent her time, to viſite and 
. Tldeph* honour the helic places , Which were conſc- 
Aſtompe Crated by her ſonnes ſteps , and by his won- 
Anſcline derfull workes. Then to mould and forme 
Seexcell» that primitiue Church of our Lord IeſusChiiſt 
Bere. fly, that began tobe planted and ſpread through the 
bl world. For it was ſhe who taught the Apoſtles, 
Molus that manifeſted the myſteries of the Incarna- 

tion, Nativite , Circumciſion , and childehood 

of 1clus Chriſt. She who by her prayers, her 
ANION | deuine- life and celeſtiall words,gaue courage 
de inſt, 3Dd life to all that holic compagnie. It was 
Vir.Saint ſhe that with her only aſfpe& , checred the 


wr ; barts of the afliaed , reformed dilordinate 


Paul . 
Cultoch, 
in ep. ad 
Maics 


& 2, 


* appetites , repreſſed and moderated paſſions , | 


B. Virgin Marie, 

that fortifyed the feeble , raiſed the deiefted, Borau,,,| 

confirmed the ſtrong , and conuerted ſinners. gow 2-93, 

Her charitie was mrs ardent towards ali, het K, has 

humilitic moſt profound , her paticnce in Dion. 

trauells and perſecutions invincible : Jn. ſo RS 

much as to ſee her only , "men were: freed of lib de i. 

all ſorts of ſadnes, and vaine feare. In bricfe vin,non, 

ſhe was the Churches Oracle , a funne that 4 

ſhined through the world . a devine predigie, ib, 5, 4® 

a Virgin adoined and repleniſted with God, .- V ca 

that in her countenance and behaviour ſte Fph.in 'E 

repreſented the incffable dignitic of his Mo- Ep-$yan? 

ther , with that grace and maieſtic as all de- a 

ſired to ſee her , and many czme to Ietuſalem rom, 2... ® 

to enioy the preſenſe of this moſt holy Virgin: #% * 

for as Saint Ignatius faith in an Epiſtle which | 

he writ to Saint Iohn th'Euangeliſt : Who 

ſhall be a faithful! Chriſtian and trend of our 

holy faith and Religion , that defires not to 

ſec and ſpeake with het, who merited to bea» 

re in her wombe , and bring forth the true 

God? among thoſe alſo was the you Denys 

Arecopagite, Diſciple of Saint Paul ,'of whom 

it is ſaid that after he was conuerted at Athe- 

nes by the preaching of Saint Paul, he went 

to ſee this lady,whoſe countethance gave hirh 

an admitation of great ſuavitie, and he obſer- 

ucd in her a Maicſtie more then of a mortall 

perſon : which ſtruke him with fo great an 

aſtoniſhment , as had not faith taught him 

the contrary, he had eſteemedand adored her 

as a God. Vbertin doth adde that St. Denys 

ſaw the B. Virgin one day inuironcd with ag 

innumerable company of Angells.Our B. Lady 

was alſo ſome time in the towne of Epheſus 

in Af with St. Iohn-th'Evangeliſt , as is ga- 

thered out of the Councile of Epheſus in an 

Epiſtle written to the Clergic of Conſtanti- 

nople , where ſhe made ſhine her ſplendours 

throogh all parts, giving health and ſpirityall 

lite to all whom ſhe conferred with. ah. 
And now having paſſed many yeares in gins def. 

this manner , and =] hauing left her for ** © ke 

the proffit and conſolation of all his Church, Meng 

(being waxed in yeares) as ſhe fawe the faith ivora, 

extended through the world ynder her ſonnes & 

name, burning with loue, and conſuming with Niceph,, 

defireto ſec him, ſhe with inftant affetion did 2+ cap. 

beg of him. to deliver her of the miſcrics of this &39.. 

life, and leade her to enioy the Beatitude of de dom, 

his preſence. The ſonne heard the pious re- fit. 

_ of his Mother , as he doth ecuer , and => ng 

ent an Angellto carric her the ioyfull-tidings de 4t- 

of her death , which ſhe recejued with great _—_ ef 

jioy of minde , and declared it to St.lohn p< 

th'Evangeliſt , who aduertifed the Chriſti. $9Þbou | 

ans that were in Ieruſalem of it , and it was == 3 

ſtraite bruted about , through all the ncigh- Greg. Tv * 

bourhood, Many came to Ierufalem and 92 2 

allembled on the holie mount Sion , in ——_ \ 

the houſe where our Lord Icfus Chriſt -had Niceps* þ 


kept his laſt ſupper with his Diſciples and infſti- lldephool 
tuted ; 
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scr.9. de tuted the Royall Bankett of his ſacred body, | of fifty. nine , others ſixty two, and others 
ſme" for the ſuſtentation of all his Church, where | leſſe. Nevertheleſſe the verity ſuppoſed at it is 
Meraph the holy Ghoſt came in tongues of fire. The | ſupported by ſo many graue authors , that the 
jc ſlum Chriſtians brought diucrſe lights, ointments | holy Apoſtles were at the death of the ſacred 
AM and aromatike odours following their cuſto- | Virgin , and that Saint Denys Araopagita (as 
ie Dei» Mc ,and many deuoute Hymnes to fing ather | he ſaid) was there preſent , we muſt belicue 
edren» deceaſe, And for greater glory of the virgin, | ſhe was older , becauſe St. Denys was not 
_— and conſolation of the Apoſtles , that were | converted to Iefus Chriſt vntill Saint Paul 
ay 35z Giſperſed throughout the world to preach | came to Athens , which was in the yeare of 
_ the Ghoſpell , all thoſe that were then alive | of our Lord filty ewo; and the ſixty {cauenth 
aalect were in a miraculous manner brought thither | of the Virgin. 
deaths in her preſence. There were Apoſtolicall men The molt bleſicd ſonne recciued the moſt Ares 
alſo, Hicrotee, Timothee, and Denys Areopa- | pure ſoule of his Mother intoheauen, where & hows 
gita, and many others , that had earneſtly | ſhe was ſaluted of all the celeſtiall Court with of the 
begged of our Lord to make them wor- | Canticles of praiſe and ioy , as ought to be 0 
thy to ſee this happie ſpe&acle. When the | received the Queene of all and Mother of our deadum, 
moſt pure Virgin ſaw this holy and noble | Lord. They all ſtood in wonder of het beau- po. qua 
company , ſhe was much reioyced , and rea- | tie, glorie and maieſtic , to fee her ſo richly rd 
dred thankes to her ſonne for ſo incompara- | adorned with ſo many ſoueraine graces and $<r-+.de 
ble a tauour : then ſhe told them with a grauc | vertues that her ſplendor obſcured that of gant 
and ſerene countenance , that the celeſtiall } the other Saints ,as the ſunne doth the clari- 1.de diwn 
ſpirits had nauch defircd that ſhe ſhould goe | tie of ;the-ſtarres. She was placed aboue all F**- 
forth of this world , and ſhe had prayed to | Quires of Angells , in a Quitie fert a part for 
God and had obtained it of him, and the ho- | her, at the right hand of her ſonne. At the 
wer was now come. She laid her felfedown | ſame time that the Uirgin expired on catth , 
vpon a poore Bed , and looking on them | the Angclls attended her ſoulc finging melo- 
all who had their lighted tapers in their hands | diouſly, as did thoſe likewiſe that retnained 
with a Maicſtic more deuinc then humane, | about her facred body, to Celebrate the tune- 
aue them all her benedi@ion, begging of her | nerals, and this Muſicke was heard of thoſe 
| cn to ratifyc it in heancn , and giue them | that were by.But the Apoſtles and Diſciplesof 
thoſe cternall goods which neverdecay , and | our Lord, when they ſaw the Virgin had wade 
hauc nothing wanting. They melted all in | her paſſage, proſtrate on the ground , Kiſſed 
teares for the abſcnce of ſuch a mother :and | tenderly and deuoutly the boly Corpsfinging 
ſhe did comfort them, faying : My deere chil- | Pſalmes, and praiſing our lord, who had taken 
dren , abide in God , weepe not for that T leaue | fleſh,of that fleſh war, meanes therot wrought 
anif,1:3» you , but rather reioyce becauſe I goe to my deere | fo great maruels. They atinointed the body ac- The Vies 
<BNg* 2ue. Then she commanded Saint Iohn to | cording to cuſtome, with pretious ointments, 83s func 


+ : diſtibute her cloathes that were left among | and wrapped it in! a fine ſhecte, beſtrewedthe Greg. Te 
4-37-d: the women there preſent, who had a long | place with flowers and odours; yett was there 502-1. lb. 
1-3-1 time bin with her. At that inſtant her molt | none of them equall to thoſe that procceded —_— 
deere ſonne deſcended from heauen ,inuiron- | from her holy Body. Many fick folks of all 4Jlouc apa 
ned with an infinite number of Angells, and | ſortes of maladies flocked thither , and were *** 
the Mother ſeeing him , cryed out with great | healed by vertue of that lady that had given 
tranſport of ioy , and iubily of hart : 7 blefſe | theſaluation to the world: On themornihg the 
thee, Lord, giuer of alt benea:ions, light of all | fifteenth of Auguſt the holy Apoſtles carzicd 
light to haue deigned to take humane flesh of my | on their ſhoulders the becrei on which the 
wombe, 1 am well aſſured that all which thou | ſacred body lay , paſſing through the midſt LIST 
haſt ſaid shall be compleate in mee. Which ſaid, | of the towne , vnto Gethſemani ,they and all 1. and 24 
ſhe leaned her ſelfe 1n a decent manner ypon | the faithful finging (and the Angells them- 9 Aim. 
the bed , and holding vp her hands, filled with | ſelues that accompanied the enterrement ) the Mempe* 


ynſpeakable ioy to behold her ſonne+ who | prayſes of the Virgin. One peructſe and obſti- orar. ds, 
called and inuited her to eternal felicitie, faid | nate Jew of the Scexdotall line , Was fo au- Crna 
to him , thy will be done in mee. Then as if | dacious as tothruſt his hands vpon the Beere, z<3. 
ſhe had repoſed, without any paine gaue vp | to ouerturne it on the ground, but both his 522952% 
her ſoule to God ( to whom she had giuen | hands being cutt of from his armes temained Afumpe. 
her fleſh) the night before the fifteenth of | fixed on the Beere, in puniſhment of his foad F=tbyma 
Aug: fiſty ſcauen ycarcs after ſhe had brought | temerity. The blinde wietch acknowledged Fea: lib, 
forth our Sauionr leſus Chriſt and twenty | his fault , which paine made him vnderſtand: de loc. 
= three yeares after his paſſion. She was | he wept , and demanded pardon , which he $37 <6 
_ fon ſeauenty two yeaxes old wanting foure and | obtained, and Saint Peter commanded hia to ter. fant. 
twenty days, according to the moſt probable | ioyne his maimed armes to the handes that in 4eip 


and true opinion. , although ſome doe ſpecake | were cutt of and ſuck to the Beere,and the man rg 
| | Q_ 1cals 
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remained whole of body and ſoule : for that 


Niceph- gon ſo ſolemne a day , and ſo compleated 


I.2.c.23- 
Athan. in 


a ioy of the virgin, every orie ought, by whar 


Evang.de meanes ſocuer , be gratihed by her. Coming 


Sant, 
Deip., 


Sophron, 


Ser. de 


Aſſumprt, 
rom.9.c, 
Tuuent. 1 
ibid. Leo 


10mps 


neere Gethſemani , when they were ready to 
intombe the holy Body , teares renewed, and 
each one would kifle it againe, and honor it 
with great reuerence, and could not take of 
their eyes from where thcir harts were fixed, 
In fine the body was put into the tombe,yett 
the Apoſtles retired not from the place , but 
there remained three days liſtning to the An- 
clicall Muſicke , and praiſing God together 
with them.the Apoſtle S. Thomas who was not 
at the Virgins death, arriued there the third 
day, who deſiting to ſeeand do honour to the 
body,requeſted that the Sepulcher might be 
opened , our Lord permitting he ſhould come 
he the others , to make maniteſt what hap- 
ned, for they vacoucring the tombe, the ſa- 
cred body was not there to be found , only 
the ſheet it was wrapped in and thother 
linnen belonging to it : which they kiſſed and 
ſhutt vp the Sepulcher againe, whence came 
forth a moſt {wecete odour ſenting more of 
heauen then of earth ; they returned all toge- 
ther moſt ioytull to the towne , relating for 
certaine and auerring , that the ſacred body 
was alredy ioyned to her ſoule, and had bin 
gloriouſly rayied and aſſumpted into heauen. 
The Virgin was of a middle ſtature, though 
ſome ſay ſhe was rather tall , her complexion 
was ſomewhat ſwart, her hayre reddiſh and 
golden, her eyesliucly and quick , the hayres 


of the eyclids ſomewhat red, the eyebrowes / 


arched, black , and comcly : the noſe ſome- 


' what long, vermillion lippes, moſt ſweet in 


ſpeaking, her face rather long then round, her 
hands and fingarslong,her countenance graue 
and modeſt, without inticements or affe&ation, 
but ſimple and humble. The cloathes ſhe wore 
were neuer dicd , but of their naturall colour: 
She was very familiar , yett very ſober and 
diſcreet ; ſhe was neither thwarting , cholle- 
rick, nor free or lauiſhof wordes. The Euan- 
geliſt S. Luke made ſome Pifures of her whi- 
Icſt ſhe was living, wherof there is one at this 
day at Rome in the Church of Saint Marie 


Major, in which we may ſce her feature and | 


faſhion , and how much ſhe reſembled her 
ſonne; this is the life of our B, Lady $. Marie 
the Virgin,taken forth of graue authors; which 


I have ſommarily and ſimply gathered, leaving | 


the incffable myſteries that depend oa it ; be- 
cauſe I ſhall ſpcake of them more amply vpon 
the days in which the holy Church celebrates 
their fcaſts, as may be ſeene in their proper 
places. | | 
Our Mother is without doubtin heauen 
both body and ſoule, our Queen and Aduo- 


uacate is there , whoſe fight did reioyce al 


the Hierarchics of Angeils, and all the Court | 


of heaven; who interceedeth for vs , who. is 
intruſted and hath as it were the. vniverfall 
care of diſpenſing all the treaſuresand graces 
which God ditributeth to the faithtull, more 
liberally to thoſe that carefully ſerue her,and 
recommend themſclues vnto her, with more 
particular deuotion: for that ſhe is the neck,by 
whom our chiefe and head whom ſhe hath 
born , who is her moſt bleſſed ſonne, doth lett 
flow into the body of his Church all that ſpi- 
ritvall feeling and mouing which conſerueth 
and maketh her live. She 1s the Chanell and 
conduite by which all the water paſſcth that 
ſpringeth from this tountaine of life, and runs 
into our ſoules. She is the generall treſoreſſe 
of all the riches which God hath in heauen 
and earth, she is the gate by which we are to 
pw if we will obtaine pardonand mercic 

cfore God, She is the Mother of grace , by 
being Mother of Ieſus Ghriſt who is au- 
thour and giuer of the ſame grace:from whom 
all thoſe that haue bin pleating to God or 
ſhall be,cuen to the end of ages , hauc bin 
prevented and ayded. Wherby we may ſee 
the expreſle obligations we haue to renderour 
{clues deuout to this ſacred virgin, not only 
becauſe ſhe hath giuen vs her moſt deere ſonne, 
conceiucd in her wombe of her blood(who is all 
our good, the end and accompliſhment of all 
our deſires, and felicitie) but alſo for that we 
cannot enioy his treaſure and ſoueraine good, 
if we be not aſſiſted and fauoured by this 
Queen, through whoſe handes our Lord doth 
communicate it with an immenſe libera- 
litie. We haue neede ( Saint Bernard faith ) 
of this mediatrix towards her . ſonne who is 
the only mediator between the cternall Fa. 
ther and vs, Wherfore all the faints of all 
Ages and nations that have bin in the Catholi- 
ke Church , haue always bin very deuoute and 
faithtull ſeruants of this lady , haue bin care- 
full to-prayle her ,ſerue, and magnitye her , 
meditating vpon her greatneſſe in their harts, 
preaching and hauing cuer her maruclls in 
their mouth, with their penns writing her 
excellencies, imitating in their ations her 
devine life whom God hath putt for an exam- 

le of the world: And the more holic they 
nk bin, the more denoted Chaplins they 
haue bin of the glorious Virgin. Holic and 
graue Authors ſay , that it is a ſingular grace 
and fauor of God, and a mark of faluation 
to bearc her a particular deuotion, to haue a 
confiding recouſe vato her,to do her ſervice, 
to take her for Patroneſſe and Aduocate, and 
imitate her vertues: for that ſhe is Mother of 
mercic, and none ate confounded that hope 
in her : wherfore the eloquent Saint Bernard 
and moſt deuoted to the virgin , faith : Lett 


. 2 A 
them be filent of thy mercie , O Bleſied*Virgin, = 
iſ there be any that haue not felt thy fawor Mars | 
| Fhen they baue craucd it in their neceſſities 4» 


And 


ly 
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Andinan other place , he exhorts vs, to beare 
*«rn..bo. NET Aa particular deuotion , and haue recourſe 
. ſupper ynto her in our aduerſitics, in theſe words : 
flue YOu that goe floating amidſt the waues of this 

world, if you defire to cſcapethe tempeſt,turn 

not your eyes from this north-ſtar ; it the 

” windes of temptations do ariſe, if you are rea- 

” dy to ſtrike vpon the Rock of tribulation , 

” looke vpon this ſtar , and inuoke Marie. If the 

” ſurgesof pride, ambition, detra&ion, or enuic, 

” beate vpon you, looke on this ſtar , and call 

\ vpon Marte. If the litle barques of your ſou- 

|| les do overturne and are indangered through 

* auarice and other ſenſuall vices, haue recourle 

- vnto Marie. If you begin to fink with the 
weight of your fins, and ordure of conſcien- 

x ce,and ſtand affrighted at the deuine iudge- 

© ment, afflited andafraidto fall into the deepe 

® Abyſle of deſpaire , think of Marie. In perils, 

., anxieties, and 'doubtfull perplexities , think 

,, and call ypon Marie, lett her not be far from 

., your mouth nor abſent from your hart,and to 

,, Obtaine the fauor of her prayers , leauc not 

, theexample of her conuerſation, For, follow- 

,, ing her, you are notout of your way, praying 

,, to her you ſhall not be out of hope, thinking 

,, of her , you ſhall not fayle, if ſhe hold you 

>, VP , you ſhall not fall , it ſhe be your guide, 

>, you ſhall not be weary , and if ſhe be propiti- 

>; ous vnto you, you ſhall arrive at the hauen 

;, 'of eternal! felicitie. And it is certaine that this 
moſt chaſt Virgin, and moſt benigne Mother 
receiueth ewite her wings , and defendeth 

with a ſingular protection thoſe that with 
great affeftion addreſle , and deuote themſel- 

ues ynto her , aſſiſting them and obtaining for 

them 'many graces and fauors. She appeared 

1; Vnto Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus Biſhop of 
rGrey, Neocefaree. And commanded Saint. Iohn 
dare th'Evangeliſt to teach him what he ought to 
_—_ belicuc and preach touching the Myſterie of 
x4 the B. Trinitie. For to hinder the cuils which 
1. de Julian th' Apoſtat threatned to the Church of 
ps in God, at the ſupplication of St. Baſile, the B, 
«. Baſil. Virgin commanded Saint Mercure Martyr , to 
_ kill the tyrant, which he did. She appeared to 
& Mare Saint Martin accompanied which a ttoope of 
a.to4. Virgins that deſcended trom heauen with her, 
cepb1, and brought him comfort. To Saint Cyrile 

4. 2» Alexandrin, who for her ſcruice centred in | 
feld againſt the heretique Neſtorius , and 
ouerthrew him : She appeared vnto him and 
aſſiſted him at the hower ot his death , and 
obtained pardon for him of a fault he had 
ſever in having belicued cuill of Saint 


Iregor, 


lohn Chryſoſtome. She reſtored Saint Damal- | 


cene his right hand which the Barbarous king 
had commanded tO be cut of, vpon afalſe accu- 
lation of the Heretiques , and inteſtimonie of 
the miracle , there remained a ſcame in the 
place where the hand was reioyned and kaitt 
to the arme. Saint Gregory the great with 


the Image of our B. Lady which Saint Luke 
painted , which he cauſed to be carried in 
proceſſion , appaiſed the wrath of our Lord, 
and cauſed a ſtay and ceſſation of a furious 
plague , which ruined and conſumed Rume. 
And for a moſt pretious guift ſent Saint Le- 
ander Archbiſhop of Scuille, his intimate frend, 
an Image 'of our Lady, which at this day is 
kept at Guadalupe, where are dayly done ſo 
many miracles as do render it famous not only 
in Spaine, but through the world. S.Ildetonie 
Archbiſhop of Toledo for having defended 


with great courage, zealc, and learning, the qu 


Puritie and perpetuall virginity of our B.Lady 
againſt ccrtaine Heretikes that would impugac 
and obſcure it, deſerued to fee her and reue- 
rence her in his Church of Toledo and receiue 
from her hand that celeſtiall Robe, which fo 
tauored and tinriched him as to be made on 
earth a Burgeſe and Citizen of heaucn. To 
Rupert Abbot of Tuy , who being but of a 
grofle witt, thought he ſhould neucr beable 
to vnderſtand and penetrare the Myſteries 
comprehended in holy writ , the bleſſed Vit 
gin obtained fo great a light of knowledge 
and dorine , that he became one of the wi- 
ſeſt men of his age ; whole life and death was 
accompanied with many miracles. Albert the 
great of Saint Dominik his order, receiued of 
her a like tauor ( he was Saint Thomas Aquiy 
nas his Maſter) in the knowledge of all ſcien- 
ces , and eſpecially in the naturall and Philo- 
ſophicall , which he defired- and demanded of 
our B. Lady , finding himſeltc of hard and 
dull a-prchenfion. We ſhould never makean 
end to rehearſe here all the fauors which our 
lady hath done ( vpon the relation of graue 
authors)to thoſe that with cleane and deuout 
harts have demanded her help , or done her 
ſome ſeruice. Yett is her mercic to finners 
more admirable , then is her liberalitic and 
magnificence to her ſeruants and thoſe that are 
deucted to her name. Who knowes not that 
this Mother and aduocate of finners deliuered ;; 
the Archdeacon,or ſteward of Adama,a towne 
in Cilicia , whoſe name was Theophilus ? 
who to ſce himſclte falſely acculed , ouer= 
come through impatience anda blinde ſorrow, 
renounced leſus Chriſt and his bleſid Mother, 
and gauc himſelfe wholy to the {deuill-; and 
delivered him acontraft in writing vnder his 
hand, which he recouered againe by our ble{- 
ſed Ladys interceſſion, whom he had offended, 
and obtained pardon of his enormous fins 
What ſhall I ſay of Maric the penitent ſurna» 
med th'Egyprian , who hauing bin a fink of 
foule voulptuouſnes , after that at Icruſa- 
lem ſhe had recommended her felte to the 
Virgin of Uirgins promiſing to renounce all 
carnall pleaſures , by her interceſſion ſhe 
floriſhed like a Paradice of delights and be» 
came the mirrour of penitents? No lefle a fas 
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The life of the B. Virgin Marie. 


uor-did our Lady to a woman of Germanie, 
who in the yeare one thouſand ninty foure, 
not farre from the towne of Laudun , having 
killed a man, and being condemned to be 
burnt alive , as ſhe was led to execution , 
demanded , with great initance , fuccour of 
the B. virgin, who ſofauourcd her,that baving. 
bin twice throwne into the fre , ſhe was 
not one iotte burnt , not ſo much as a thred 
of her garment : There be innumerable other 
miracles, which the only and powertull ſon- 
ne of Marie hath wrought in honour ot his 
B. Mother , in paſt ages , in all provinces and 
nations of the world, to pcrſcns of all kinde 
of conditions and ſexes , in peace, in warre, 


| 


proſperity, aduetſitie ,in life , in death, towards 
juſt, and towards ſinners. Andit appeareth by 
thoſe he doth dayly through the whole world, 
eſpecially in ſome ſancuaries and fignall places, 
which he hath choſen to the end that this 
lady might the more be reuerenced and inuo- 
ked in them, as Lavrctto in Italy , Mont- 
ſcrrat , and Guadalupe in Spaine: and divers 
others which through all Chriſtendome are 
greatly honorcd ! they are ſo famous, knowne, 
and numerous, that it is impoſſible tocount 
them : and tis more to the purpoſe to pale 
them by , as clecre and without doubt ; for: 
what euer can be faid, the better part will 
always be omitted, 
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THE LIVES OF SAINTS ACCORDING TO THE 
ROMAN CALENDER 
THE TRANSLATOR TO THE 
READER: 


K Men Amen I fay to you ( ſaith 
our Sauiour himſelfe) he that be- 
&@ leeucth in me the workes which 
2, I do, he alſo ſhall do, and grea- 
SPREE ter then theſe ſhall he do. Yet ve 
are n0V come to line in an «Age ,in Which if any 
nin Avth but relate any miraculous worke done 
ly any Saint , he is iudged to relate ſome fabu- 
tous fiftion or winter tale. But ſurely if in n0 man 
theſe Words of our Sauiour be fulfilled, ve ſacri- 
legionſly give him the le. If they be fulfilled 
in any true belieuers, then certainly they haue bin 
fulfilled in the eminent Saints of the Church, 
who by their workes , haue prouted themſelue to 
hane been the wery cheife of the true beleeners, 
"For Who be the Cheefe beleeners if they be not? 
eAndin Whom be theſe words wenified if not in 
the wery cheife of the true Beleeuers? eAnd Wat 


Firaculons Workes of theirs shall we beliewe to 


| 
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troy all human fayth ;bo beleetze not ſuch men 
as are of as great cred; , for yeratity and pru- 
dence , as any men be. 4nd What more 1idiculous 
and unChiiſtian-hke , then eaſily to beleewe 
rhat Curtius ſayb of Alexander , What Liuy 
ſayth of the Ancicnt Romans , ybat Plutarck 
Jayth in the lives of the worthies of Greece 
and Rome, and to Slight as incredible , nor What 
Heathens , but bat the graueſt wruers in all 
Chriſtianity in each Age thereof , haue written in 
the Lives of the cheifeſt worthics of the Church 
of Chrift ? Why 5hould you beleeue Curtius of 
Alexander , and zot S. Bonauenture of Saint 
Francis ? He had far. more aſiured meanes to 
know, and more ſincerity to deliues the truth then 
th'other. As you beleene that Plutarck in the lines 


' of thoje illuſlrious perſons did faithfully deliuer 


bane bin equall totboſe which Chrift did, equal | 


to his feediag Jo many thouſands with a few 
Hoaues , equall to his rayſinge of Laxarus, equall 
to the cure of all who did but touch dewoutly 
the wery hemme of bas garment, yeawhat Workes 
of theirs sball Ye beleexe to baue bin greater then 
theſe, if not thoſe Which we finds regiſtred in 
the _— Saints by the graueſt writers of Ec« 
clefiaſticall HifFory in each ſeuerall Age of the 
Church 7 We ao not ſay that What is related , 
euen by them , is any «Article of our fayth, fo 
that beis to be accounted an Heretike Who doth 
08 beleene its, But we ſay that thoſe men dej- 


what, vpon carefull jearch and inquiry , be bad 
found to be authentically recorded; ſo T pray re= 
fuſe not to beleeve that the exafeſt Chriſtian 
Hiſtorians in each Age haue wſed the like care 


and fidelity in writing the Lines of Saints 


For ar for ſuth Writers Who bame bin ether 
ouer credulous , or careles or leſſe iudicious , 1 
giue thee moſt fr ee leaue to dijcredit , and reiet? 
them as our Ribadincira doth , who is by the 
c07Mmon conſent of ſuch,as are beſt able to iudge, 
accounted to baue bin moſt choice , prudent and 
accurate in What he deljiners, taking nothing wp 


 rasbly wpon truſt , but ſtill makjng ſure to rely 
, wpox «Authors vorthy of credit. 4s therefore in 
| theLiues of Emperons, Kings, Commanders {7 c. 


6 


we proceed diſcreetly if Woe only credit ſuch 
writirs 4s baue bebaued them{elues with the 
like care , induſtry , and ſincerity ;ſo in thelines 
of Saints this Varines will ſecure ws from all 
temeriiy and indiſcretion. 

When then , vpon ſo well 210unded autho- 
rity we shall ith our eAuther, relate in this 
booke ſenerall ſirange and miraculous accidents, 
lett not ſuch relations, ſo autbentically recounted 

ſeeme preſently incredible in [uch eminent Saints 
of Chiiſts Church. For really it is a thing very 
incredible that God should Heſſe 1hew 15 mita- 
culous pover towards the moſt eminent of Chriſts 
Church in all «Ages of this Church , then ke aid 
almoſt in all former Ages towards his chieſe jer- 
wants in the la of nature and the Written law. 
How miraculously in Genefis did God proceed 
with Not, eAbraham , Iſaac, Tacob , and Toſrpb 
bir ſonne ? «All Exonus is filled with muf? pro- 

| digious and unparalelied miracles done by May/es. 
Yom 21. And leaſt that ſo ill deſeruing Tewvish people 
pe 3- houldbe curſed ly a Heathen, God miraculunſly 
: makes an «Aſſe to ſpeake. Tit Toſut that inae- 
; dulousr nation marcheth through the riner of 
Tordan , the water ſwelling on eyther fide like 

$c.10, mountains. For their ſakes the Walls of Tericho 
fell at the blaſt of trumpetts. 1eſue ſiops the 
courſe both of ſun and muone , that ſuch people 
as thoſe might be more compleatly wiflcrious Go 
on to the booke of Tudges, and ſee hoo miraiulously 
God proceeds with Gedeon; and With Samſon Who 

C, 14 kills a Wholl thouJand of their enemies With the 
Tay bone of an' Aſie ; and who takes the Gates 
15.16. of the Citty of Ga%a vpon Lis choulders and 
8 carries them to the topp of a Fill: The tooks of 
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; wogners eyther tovards this poeple or their Kings, 
4 Kings 07 relating the miracies of their Prophets, Elias 
"17. thats Yith bis lipps the heauens making them 
forbeare to raine fur three volt yearet. .God-en 
this long famin commanis the Crowes to feed bim. 
When he Yas gore ont of our world , bis diſciple, 
Yith bis cloak, parts the Yaters of Jordan and 
» Kings þaſseth ower dry-foot. Theſame Elixeus rayſeth 
”<,* the deadand doth miraculouſly multiply borb ole 
+ 4- : R 
and lread. Yea for /o {mall ” thirg as the Yecomery 
of a batchett faln into the water , he makes the 
heauy iren to ſwim like Yood AndYhen this Pro- 
bet was dead and bis carcaſie reduced to Bones, 
certaine men caſually throwing done a dead tody 
into his Seþultha as ſoon asthis body. touched 
the bones of Elizzus, the man returned to life 
and ſtood vpon his feet. Tf any ſuch kind of mi- 
racle showld be related ly w1 of any Saint of Chriſt 
hi:Chaurch to bonour bis Relikes,the wery relation 
thereof would forth with be teered at as ridiculous. 
Are you a Chriſtian and do you thinks that God 
ath ſo very much more honor bis Teh people 
and $t. then the Chriſtian people and their cheife 
Saints? Goaſo graced Tjatas in the old law With 
miracles that he bad power to place it inthe hands 
of Exechias, whether be would hane the ſunn 


- 
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| Kings and Chronicles are ftull recounting Gons” 


The translator to the Reader, 
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contrary to bis natural motion go tern degrees 
forward or backward. and muſt Ye be thought 

to Wiite Romances , if vpon well grounded 
anthority we reiate leſie firange thinss of the 

Prime Saints of Chiift his Church ? 1s not 
Chn# his Ci urth the miG11s, the 1evith Chunh 
thebanamaid, ns S_ Poul jaith ; whither then is it 

more likely that Gol Will more grace the moſs 

emment 64 bis Church with the guift of mira- 

cles , th: the cheife of the Tewiahb Synogogue? 
That was nener [ayd in the ola Teſtament 

Yhich we rece3ued inthe zewn. And them that 

beleeuethele ſignes $þall follow : In my na- 

me they all caſt cut Ciuclls They $ball 

impoſe hands vpon the fick and they $hall 

be whole. Yea Amen Amen I ſay vnto you 
he that belecueth in me , the workes which 

I do, ke alſo shall do, and greater then theſe 

Shall he do. N,p ſuch thing Year promiſed to the 

beleeners in the old Tefament, Saint Chryſoſto= 
me 1 & bole broke azainſt the Pagans (lec 

him de Babila Martyre ) doth larghy prowe that 

theſe words were truly verified in the Saints of 
the new Law , and be inſiſts much vpon the 
miracles. done at the body of Saint Batilas. And 
Sant <Anſten doth enlarge kim{(elf in the proofe 
of the ſame truth , relatinge a world of n «ſt 
pronigions miracles done ly the Relikes of Saints. ons th 
1 bage cheifly inſiſted pon jroofes out of Cues, 
Scripture, for thoſe cannot be denyed. Now there 

tering no Scripture Which reacLeth to the relation 

of Xhat Was done by teſt of the Apoſtles , or 

sfter their eAge in the ſubſequent Ages of the 

Church , we muſt of neceſſity hae all ſuch Kelg- 

tions from the Yeriters of Eccleftaſticall Hiſtory, 

and Ye muſt out of them thew the promiſes 

made by Chriſt to bane lin venfied in thetrue 


Mark, 
17% 


Tom, 5+ 


 belceuers of all Ages. For thoſe we un 


be. as fully and as abſolutely ſpoken of the true 
beleeurrs of theſe laſt Ages as of the Primitiue 
eAges , ankt there is no reaſon Why God should 
not gratt the Saints of theſe eAges of his Church 
as bighly as he bath graced the Saints in all 


| Ages of the old law. We are then only to baue 


regard to be circumſpet? as to the Authority 
w-pon which ſuch Miracles be recounted. For 
my part I cannit conceine Yhat human Rela- 
tions can be tetter authorived then ſuch as 
are inſerted in the Proceſſe of the Canonixations 
of Saints. For no one miracle is recorded in 
them Which bath not , by ſworne witneſſes bin 
atteſied iu a very rigorous , and ſtrickt Exa- 
mination ; ſo that Ye can aſwell prote theire 
truth , as moſt men can proue any one foot of 
land to belong to them, the enidences being no 
lefie ſtrong. Yea eur Church hath fortiddden all 
priwate Writers to publich to the World , any 
thing as 4 miracle,Nhich hath not bin duly exami- 
ned and after manifeſt teſtimonies approued by the 
Prelates of the Church for true. «And if any 
miraculous accident be Written ; before it hatb 
tin thus approuned , the writer thereaf ſtands. 

R obliged 
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k zi. The translator to the Reader. 


booke , to make 8 ſolemne proteſtation that he 
only relates what he finds grounded wpon ſuch 
and ſuch mens authority , arding no further 
authority to it , that bence all Readers may ſee 
tbat our Church doth not ovene the approbation 
thereof , ſo carefull is she that What rhe propc- 
feth , as credible vpon haman authority , may be 
Sufficiencly warranted to be worth the credit 5he 
expei3s, This Proteſtation our Ribadineira dotb 


obliged , both in the beginning and end of bis 


not add lecauſe his Yorkes 3 ere tublichen lefore 
that law Was made. But (as yuu hane ſen in 
Lis Preface ) be cmitts not to informe you of 
the great care Which be cid take to relate nu- 
thing but What , wpun due examination 
be had found to be ſupported by good autl ority. 
My part is exatily to follow him as becomes a 
faithfull Tranſlator , and thy part is to make 
the beſt ſe therof as becomes a Charitatle 
Reader. 
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OF THE CIRCVMCISION OF 
OVE LORA 
Genel ry Mong the ceremonies | and as it were cognoiſſance of their familie; 
} and Sacraments of the | For as the Greekescall men of all other nati- 
Foe law which God inſti- | ons in contempt, Barbarous, ſo did the Iewes, 
tuted for the Hebrew | in mockerie call themin circumciſed as diſcar- 
85 poeple, the chicte was | ded from the Palace and kingly Court, and 
WJ Citcumciſion , which | poeple who bore not the king of heavens Li- 
"” he particularly com* | ueric , nor had this Sacrament , which did 
Y vious SA manded Abraham to | cleanſe originall fin derived into vs from the 
2 why Gol  CeILE puttin praciſeandall | firſt father of mankinde , which by way of 
) intticure® }jis poſteritic four hundred yeares or more | generation paſſeth and is communicated to 


before he gauc the law on Mount Sinai , or 
had ordained the other ceremonies and Sa- 
crifices , by which he would be ſerved and 
honored of that poeple. In Circumcifionthe 
Raine of originall fin was taken away , and 
auall fins pardonned , and grace ccnferied 
on him that received it worthily , not by ver- 
te and cffc: cie of theſan.e Circumciſion, but 
by the profeſ] cn of faith which he made that 
received it. God inſtituted this Sacrament of 
Circumciſion , and gave it to Abrakam , to 
the end it might ſerue for a figne of an 
agreement and couernant which he had made 
betwixt Þ1m and his poeple , on the one fide 
Futting them jin mind of the magnificent 
promiſes which he made to Abraham of 
multiplying his generation as the ſtars of the 
Skye , and giving him the Cominion andpoſ- 
ſeſſ-on of the Land of Canaan , and premiſing 
that the Mcſſas should be born ot his Race, 
. and Flood, ard in him all generaticns ſkould 
be blcſt : and of the other fide repreſenting 
that excellent and perſed faith of their father 
Abraham , wherwith obeying God he had 
forſaken Þis houſe, country and Parents; belic- 
uirg what cuer he had promiſed, and would 
roreuer neſclutely have offered vp his only 
lorne Haac jn Sacrifce ; to the end that his 
poſterity ſhould endcaucur to imitate him : 
Our Lord did alſo inſtitute Circumciſion to 
ſeparate and diſtinguiſh the poeple of Iſrael 
trom other nations , by this extericur Fone, 


cifhon. 
© Gcnet.12 


-- Gcn. 22. 


all his children. In ſo much, as God looketh 
vpon the fruite conceiucd in the Mothers 
wombe, as the ſonne of Adam , of wrath and 
rebellion , and to waſh away this fin which 
he hath not by his will committed , but by 
being ſonne to ſuch a father , he ordained (;... -- 
in the old law Circumcifon, andin the new cifion . 
the Sacrament of Baptiſme figured by the ſame was a &- 
Circumciſion , which was the ſhadow of what \;p.ims 
God was to worke afterwardsin the cleere 
lipht of the Ghoſpell. 

As Ch was a Protcſtation of 
faith, and a mark of luſtice therby obtained, 
the circumciſed was matriculated and cſtee> 
med of the number of the faithfull, and one 
of Gods poeple capable of other myſteries and 
devine Sacraments : ſo is Baptiſme called an 
is the Sacrament of faith, and the gate of all 
othcr Sacraments, by which we enter intothe 
| Church , and he that receiveth it, is inrolled 
among the children thetof:and as Circumciſion 
was the mark and livery of the old Teſtamenr, 
whetby the faithiul} were diſtinguiſhed from 
the vntaithfull , and the Circumciſed wasſub- The «x- 
ie&t vnto the iunſdifion of the Synagogue : _—y 
ſo in the new , Baptiſme diſtinguiſtcth the Rafa. 
Chriſtian from him thatis net ,and rendreth Cucum« 
kim ſubie& to the holy Church. It is true , «vom: 
that Baptiſme is much more excellent then 
Circumciſion, and ſupaſſeth it in all , becauſe 
it is not ſo rigorous , paineſull , and bloody 
| as Circumciſion, and thete is no obligation 
to e&pect 


_— 
y—— 


c—— to cxpc& cight days to te Baptiſed, as there 
1. Was to becircunciſcd , and t'is an vniverdſal! 
[anv- Sacrament both for mcn arid women , and 
'ARI. neceſfaric for all Nations of the world: th 
| preſent and to come vnto the wo1lds: end. 
Which was not ſo in Circumciſion , thatobli- 

ged only the men and r.ot the women , :nd 

the age of Iſrael , and no other Nation. 
Briefly , Baptiſme is more efficacious ard 


perfe& then Circumciſion , becaule it in,prints 


in the ſoule aperpetuall charaRer which can 


neuer be blotted or raſed out ; It cleereth the 
foule of all guilt and deliuereth it from the 
paine whichit had therby incurred and deſcr: 
ved: it openeth to man the gate of heauen , 
and makes him heire of happines , not only 
ſignifying grace conferred to him that wor- 
thily receives it (as did Circumciſion ) but 
working the ſame grace as a devine itſtrument 
by which God is ſerucd maruelous]y and fu- 
pernaturally through its effefs. Hauing de- 
clared wherfore God ordained Circumcihon, 
the cffeas it had , and in what it differed from 
our Sacrament of Baptiſme , Lett vs briefly 
ſee why our Lord Ileſus Chriſt not being 
bound to it (for that he was the lawmaker, 
and exempt from the law ; without fin, con- 
ceived of the holie Ghoſt ) notwithſtanding 
would ſubic& himſelfe to the law of Circum- 
cifion, which was ſo grecuous and painful, 
that many children fell ſick vpon it and dyed, 
and that it appeared in a manner shamefull 
to his maicſtic , that , the innocent and holy 

one leemed here as gualtie , and a finner: 
whyour We ought not to conſider this ſacred 
sawour Myltery ofthe Circumciſion , as the aft of a 
would be child cight days old that knowes not what 
<::=d, he doth. For although it be ſo , that he ihat 
was eternal] would become 'temporall , and 
he that is before all ages would become a 
child , and that we ſhould count his days: 
neuertheleſſe this child from his mothers 
wombe was a man, he was a child and God, 
with as much wiſcdome as he hath now in 
heaven. Wherfore we ought to dive and 
ſearch with great. reuerence and deuotion, 
into the cauſes , wherfore our Lotd did it,the 
moxe to admire his goodnes, giue thankes for 
his benefites , and imitate more perfealy his 
the x; ExawpleHe ſubmitted then to be Circumci- 
Reaſon. I1ed, to manifcſt that he was true man , that 
he had a body paſſible and of our nature, to 
confound the Manichean Herctik, who faid 
that Jelus Chiiſt had not areall and true, but 
a ſceming and fantaſticall bodie,: and Apol- 
linarius, who taught that it was coeſſcntiall 
to the Divinitie , and Valentin that doted or 
dreanied that his humanitie came from heauen 
and to ſtop the mouth oi peruerſe Heretikes 
that belicucd there was ſome fraud and deceite 
in the humanitie of Teſus Chriſt our Redeemer: 
Bs alſo to take all pretext away from the 


| bore vs : therby to oblige vs by fo deere a 


— 
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Of the Circumciſion of our Lord, 


lewes to abandcn him , and rot receive hiM eoo_—_ 
for their Meſſas : for had he not bin circum. 1 
ciſed , they would haue ſaid ,cither that ke IANvV: 
was no Icw and ſonne of Abraham (of whoſe AR CJ 
race Gods annointed was to be born) or 'at 

leaſt that he was not Gods frend , for that 

he kept not Circumcifon which God had 6 
given , ant which was a Sacrament among 
them of ſingular recommendation and reue- 
;erce, He would alſo put ſtrait in kand the 
work of our Redemption atid haſten it, having 
not the patience to tariie three and thirtie 
yeares ſor the ſhedding of his pretious blood 
tor vs. And althoughthe entire payment, and * % 
laſt acquiitance ot our Redemption was. to 

be given vpen the Crofie, ſhedding to the 

laſt drop of bis bloud, he gaue this day ( as a 

faithfull Marchant) the crneſt and reprefenta- 1 
tion of what he ſhould then pay, and began ; 


to ſhed his blood in token of the loue he 


pawne, and make vs think and ſay with ad- 
miration : If from thy Infancie thou ſheycit 

vs ſo much loue what wilt thou do in thy 

riper yeares ? This moſt facred child ſtewed 

vs not his loue only in gining vs his fleſh and y.Reaſeg 
blood for our Redemption, but much moe 
for having thustaken vpon himthe infamous 
matck , and as it were ſtigmart of fin. For if 
Circumciſion (as we ſaid ) were inſtituted to 
obtaine pardon of originall 'fin , he that was 
circumciſed gaue to vnderſtand that he was 
taifited with the fin which thatremitted, an 
for the aboliſhing wherof,it had vin ordained, 
and that he was ſick, fince he tooke the mc- 
decine which God had preſcribed to healec that 
maladie, In his Incarnation he became God 
and man, in his Natiuitie needy and pooe, | 
in his Circumciſion he would be branded as 4 Rea 
a ſlave, being clothed in the habite ani Li- 
ueric of finners, Theſe two extremities of God f 
and man, do ſtartle vs much'and cauſc great 
amazement,and yet more, for God to be {cour- 
gcd, God to die, but that! which ſurpaſſeth 
all, is God and fn : becaufe fleſhis not ſocon- | 
trarie to a ſpirit; nor deathtolife,as isthe guilt 2 
of fin to the ſoucraine and eternall goodnes: q 
and though there be found meanes to inyne to 1 = 
the ſountaine of life , an ignominious and 1 
painfull death ,as the ſonne of God endured ,. © 
on the Crofle, yett is it not poſſible to finde ;, oy A 
out one to make God and fin agree : and al» wuchr| 
though this day there be none nor could there $v8nms 
have bin any fin, there was cotwithſtanding life al 
the badge andappearance of fin and the lambe death”? 


without ſpot, that tooke away the fins of 2 one 


the world , tooke veon him the forme of a fine. © ©! 
finner, the more todiſcoucr vnto vs the heate jn te 
of thoſe flames that burnt in his devine breſt, Chrj 
ſo to ſett vs on fire of that amprous feruor, fc 
to the confuſion of our pride which would rt b 
fn, and yett nct appeare to fin , and doing Ft 


the 3+ 
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Of the Circumciſion of our Lotd; 


the workes of ſinne, ſhunneth and difauoweth 
the name of afinner : This very day the moſt 
, humble Infant Iefus hath given vs this leſſon 
a x3. Of humility fince (as we (ay) death is not fo 
diſtant from God as fin, nor the ignominic of 


«Reaſon the Crofle as the badge and Liuerie of a 


ſinner. With this profound humilitie our lord 
joyned- to day the example of moſt pecfe& 
obedience, and pun&uall obſeruance of the 

law ; for if for lone of vs he would be ſubic& 

$. Reaſon to a law that he was not bound vnto nor 
lyable , why ſhall we diſpenſe onr ſelues from 
obeying a law that binds vs by fo many ti- 

tles? And God, who is ſo zcalous of his ho+ 

nor and authority , and ſo cxat in the obe- 
dience he requires cf vs , and fo rigorous in 
puniſhment of the leaſt diſube4tence to his 
commandements, which the Royall. Prophet 

faith , he commanded to be exattly kept, yea 
with exceſle, (if ſo we may fay to keepe what 

God commands ) thou haſt very much comman- 

ded thy commandements to be kept. It was moſt 

{4 ,, £onucnient that we ſhould be taughtthis obe- 
« mas. dience by his example, and thathe ſhould ſhew 
,mas himſelfe contrarie to the Phariſes as well by 
todic. Þis deedes as by his wordes; Whom he repre- 
mis, Hendeth for impoſing importable burderis on 
others ſhoulders , when they would bearc 
none themſclues, no not ſo much as touch 
them with a finger. Our goodlord and ma(- 
ter docs not ſo, he carrics the heauie burthen 
of our fins, caduring all ſorts of paines for 
to op vs their merite and rccompence. He 
tooke Circumciſion veoa him for to deliuci 
vs fromit. And like a pious and loving nurſe 
that is hcalthfull, taketh phyſick to cure the 
@Acafon childe whom ſhe ſuckles, with her milke, 
and recetues the cautere on his head , to cure 

the infirmities of the members of the body. 


And with that our Lord gaue an end to the ' 


Circumciſion of the fleſh, tor that it was but 
reaſonable that the ſhadow and obſcure night 
ſhould vaniſh , the ſhining daylight of the 
Ghoſpell once coming to appeare : and that 

truth beginning , the figure ſhould make an 

cnd. Neuverthelefſe becauſc this figure had bin 

t Reaſon £00d and ordained by God fora certaine time, 
e would hauc it dyc in his handes, to bu- 

rie it with honor , and that the ſharpe knife 

that ſhould cutt his tender and delicate fleſh 

in the Circumciltion , ſhould be blunted as to 

vs, taking from vs ,and difingaging vs ofthat 

hard yoke , for to impoſe on vs a more ſweete 

The cir. 32d excellent Circumciſion. The Circumci- 


',- cumcif- fon of th2 fleſh dyed in Ieſus Chriſt and then 
al govt began the Circumciſion of the ſpirit. That 


' dyed Was forthe carnall Iewes, this for the Chriſ. 
Sy tians and fpirituall men who are the truc 
and tas Cibldren of Abraham in faith, obedience and 
efthepi- perfect imitation. Wherfore th Apoſtle S. Paul 
Pu 89 ſaith : We are the true Circumciſion, that ſerue 


Paij'j I: 
oloken, God 12 /pirit , and we glorie in leſus a 


xy 


At 


| and not hazing confidence in the flech, Andels ,. 


where Circumciſed in God not With the mate- 1, 
tall knife which catteth a piece of our flesch, 1a ny+ 


but with the knife of that lively ſtone whichis ax, 
lefus Chriſt himſelfe, with yhom you are buried 
in Baptiſme: This day our Lord was Circum- , xaos; 


ciſed in his fleſh, tothe end we! ſhould be fo 1n 
ſpirit,becauſe all hisa&ionsare for our inſtru- 
ction,not corporall, but ſpirituall:an1 his Cir- 
cumcihon ought ſo to be, imitating him ſpiri- 
tually:doing that which Iercmic faith ſpeaking 
to the poeple of ludea and inhabitants of leruſa- 
lem: be circumciſed to our lord, and take avay the 
prepuces of your barts yee men of luda,and inba- 
bitants of \eruſalem.Offer to Goda cleane hart; Ieran- 
chaſt , pure , holie ,frce from vaine thoughts, 
inordinate affections, and ſuperfluous cares, 
perucerſe inventions, and ſiniſter ends. And 

fince the hait is the firſt member that lucth 

in man, and whence is deriued the life of the 6542 
others, |ct it liue a ſpirituall lite ,lett it live cifon our 
in God, to the end that all our powers and mae 
ſences way live in him , and chiefly the eyes ofys, 
(which arc the Image and picture of the hart) 
auerting them from any light , curious and 
immodeſt fight , aboue all trom wanton and 
diſhoneſt eyings ; Circumcifing the tongue 
from blaſphemics , and ra(h ſwearing, from 
vaine , idle, lying words, perniciousto vs, Or 
preiudicious to our neighbour : ſtopping our 
cearcs to flatteries, murmurs , ſchilmes de« 
trations , and opcning them to heare the 
words of our Lord,to receiue and place them 

in the bottome of our ſoule ; finally toyning 

our life to that of leſus Chriſt and confor- 
ming(as much as is poſſible to humane frailty ) 

our manners to his. This is that which the 
Infant Ieſus deftieth of vs this day , and the 
better to inſtru&+ vs therin , he would be 
circumciſed, and the holy Church celebrates 

the tf. alt. 
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0F THE MOST HOLYE AND 
ſweete name of TESVS. 


- Hey circumciſed the Infant and 

,) Fe named him Icſus, to the cnd we 

2), Z ſhould not think , that Circums 
>Y cifion wasa remedic of fi inthe 

& Infant. The Evangeliſt faith that 

they named him leſus , and that name came 
from heaven , and that ic was pronounced by 
the Angell, yea before the child was concer 
a:d in the Mothers wombe. It is a marucloug 
conunftion the name of Ieſus-with Circum- 
ciſion , to aſlure. vs that he that is lelus and 


Saviour of fingers, is exempt from fin ;Icius, 
is as much to ſay as S#wiour, The name of 
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72 
leſus with the glory of his Maieſtie blotteth 
out and cruſheth that which might appearc 
to the eyes of the ignorant, ſecing our Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt circumciled : cuen as the ignomi- 
nic of the Croſſe was repaired by the glori- 
Thename Ous title which was on the top of it , Ie/#s, 
of Iclus of Naxareth King of the Tewes. And it we 
with the 199ke neere into it , we ſhall finde that the 
Circtm deuine wiſedome hath cuer  ioyned in the 
aon , Myſteries of our reparation , the high with 
ene? the low. the deuine with the humane. For if 
Teſus Chriſt had a mother . vpon earth , ſhe 
was a Virgin Mother : if he were born in a 
ſtable, open to the wide ayre , he was ac- 
knowledged of the ſhepheards, adored by the 
kings, prayſed by the Angells,announced and 
reached to the world , and for the ſame cauſe 
= was this day circumciſed , and named leſus. 
The Hebrews were wont firſt to circumcile, 
and preſcntly after impoſe the name , that the 
deuine mark ſhogld precede the humane,and 
the | chuld being altedy conſecrated to the 
maieſtic of God, might begin to haue a name 
among men. As now we pgiue a name to him 
that 1s alredy regenerated in leſus Chriſt , ſo 
did they giue in the old Teſtament a name to 
thoſe that by Circumciſion were made of the 
poeple of God. This cuſtome comes from the 
Patriarch Abraham , who the ſame day that 
Genef. 17 he was circumciſed changed his name, and of 
Abram which fignifyeth high father he was 
called Abraham, that 1s to ſay, father of diverte 

poeple and nations. 
Saint Luke faith more, that this name of 
The eter» Icſus came from heauen, and that the Angell 
pall fa Gabriel declared it before the child was con- 
ther ge cejued ,to giue vs to vnderſtand that the eter- 
"flee nall father gaue this name to his moſt bleſſed 
eo kis ſon ſonne , and that he alone had power to giue 
Be it him, for that he only knew his greatnes, 
his excellencie and Maicttic , and alone con- 
prehended his nature , the office and efficacie 


 Ianv- 
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of the name of Sauiour , which he had given 


him ; men impoſe names, eyther for the time, 
calling Peter him that was born on St. Peters 
day , or fordiucrſc other cauſes, or toconſerue 
the memorie of our forefathers , or other 
accidents that happen. And for the moſt part 
arc deceiued in giuing names to things not 
ſutable, for want of knowing and compre» 
herding the vertuc and nature of the thing 
we' name , which we ought to vnderſtand, to 
make the name behtte the thing it ſignifies. 
Wherfore Adam who knew well the nature 
and propertic of things , gaue them the names 
ſortable to their natures :and without compa- 
riſoa God doth it much better , for that he 
knoweth all that he hath created , and calleth 
cucry ſtar diſtin&tly by its name. Whetrfore it 
belongs not proverly but to God alone to giuc 
the nainc to things, becauſe he only knowes 


them perfectly, as being th: work of his hands. 
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Of the moſt holy and ſyyeete name of Ieſus 


Then if it be proper to the Creator to giue mm _ 


the name to his creatures, how much ſtronger 


I, 


is the reaſon that it ſhould be reſerued to the Ia xy. : q 


cternall Father to give the name to his only 

ſonne ? for that he alone hath begott him and 

knoweth him as his coeternal and conſub- 

ſtantiall word, the /plendor of bis glory , and 

fizure of his ſulſtance : Hence cometh that the 

ſame word Incarnate faith : that noze knew, 

the ſonne but the Fat/er. And if it be the office 

of the Father ro giue the name to his ſonne, 
as Zacharie ſhew'd it when he faid :- ohz 

is bis name : Jclus Chriſt having no father on 

earth, but only in heanen , this name ought 
to come from thence, and be brought by the 
mouth of the Angell, who gaue not the na« 
me to Jeſus Chritt , but only declared the 
name which the Father had giuen him in 
heauen. The Infant therfore was called Ieſus , 
which fignifyeth Sautour becaule ( as the An- 
gell ſaid to Saint Ioſeph) he was to ſaue his 
poeple of their ſins. Diuers haue had the na» 
me leſus and Saviour ; but none of them haue 
bin Ieſus and Sauiour asthis name doth proper- 
ly deſigne, nor filled vp the entire fignification 
of Sauiour.Ioſuc that valiant captaine of God, 
who by his Armes clecred the land of pro- 
miſſe, and devided. it among the children of 
Irael , was called Icſus. They called Teſus 
Syrach , a very wiſe man , who compoſed the 
Booke of Ecclefiaſticus , and Ioſedech high 
Prieſta man ofmoſt holy life;but all theſe three 
were but the ſhadow and figure of ourleſus, 
who as a brauc Captaine was to oucrcome all 
our <cnemies , bow giue vs the true land of 
promille , and as a molt Sage Doftor, teach vs 
the way of heauen and as adeuine Pricit offes 
himſelfe in Sacrifice to the eternall Father 
for our fins. Ioſeph , Gedeon , Samſon and 
lephte were called Sauiours : and many others 
were named Sauiours of the poeple whom 

they defended and gouerned , but - what 
was the ſaluation they gaue them, compared 
with that which we haue receiued of our 
Ieſus and true Sauiour?thole ſaued their pocple 
from th'oppreſſion and captiviric of enemies, 


they defended their lands, fields , houſes, and 


goods , from the violence of thoſe that would | 


haue burnt and deſtroyed them: and by the 
death of their enemies gaue temporal: life and 
repoſe to their contrymen and neighbours, 
But our good Icſus, and'Sawour of fins , and 
all the ſins of all the men that haue bin, are, 
and ſhall ever be in the world, and a Sauiour, 
that ſaueth , not by the effuſion. of others 
blood, but his owae , for to laue thoſe whom 
he hath redeemed. 

No man can well vnderſtand the excel- 
lencie of this moſt ſweete name of Ielus,- ani 
what t'is to ſay Sawiour of fins , but he that 
ſhall have exaQly penetrated and ſearched in- 
to the ruine and ſpoile which a mortall fin 


maketh 


ARI, 


$ .Lucy 


Marth, 


Icfus & 
vif=ch 
Sauour 
which iy 
the 
perN 
ot cus 


The exct 
lency of 
this nam 
Nocbing 
{0 muca 
co be 
feared, 9 
m 
ſiunce 


P, 


The 

telt c 
that 
wort 


fin 


{ {4 h 


I, 


'lany-fo formidable as fin, not puuertie, nakednes, | 


Of che molt holy 


maketh in the ſoule of him that committs it, 
There is no miſerie nor calamitie of this lite 


a x1, hurgar andthirſt, diſhonor and ſh ame ,arre 


The grea 


telt evill 
that is in 


| wortall 


fin 


and peſtilence , torments and death : in brict 
nothing of all which can arrive to the mo"? 
miſerable and vnfortunate man of the world 
is comparable to the _y and deſolation 
that one only mortall fin doth make. Hell it 
ſelfe with all itts eternall flames , and perpe- 
tuall gnaſhing of teeth in the companie 01 
thoſe cruell and horrid monſters, ought not 
ſo much to affright vs as fin, which 15a keene 
two-cdged ſword , that deuideth our ſoule 
from God , (who is the ſoule of our ſoule 
and life of our life) which being abandoned 
of God , becometh pgore, naked, vgly,c-:pri- 
ued of all vertue , and 1s like to a vineyard 
that is cutt and gathered , or a houſe that is 
fackt and riffled by theeues, where there is not 
left fo much as a nayle or peg againſt a wall, 
feeble, ſubie& to his owne appetites, aſlaue 
to Sathan, condemned to eternall paine , and 
ſo fallen and caſt downe , that it can not 
rife againe of its owne force,nor never will 
riſe , if God do not giue him forth his hand, 
and raiſe him Pac the Bowells of his mer- 
Cie. For as he that knowingly caſts himlſclfe, 
into a well ,knowes nothow to come torth, 
would he neucr fo faine without the help of 
ſome other that lends him his hand to diaw 
him out: euen ſo man could fall by his free 
will into the Abyſle of fin, but could not 
raiſe himſelfe nor come forth of it , without 
the grace of God : who communicates it to 
him by the merites of leſus, as a moſt benigne 
Sautour : without whoſe blood , the wounds 
of our guilt could not be healed , nor time 
which alcuiats temporall lofles could not re- 
medie, becauſe thoſe vicersand loſles are eter- 
nall , vpon which time hath no force nor au- 
thority. And although that by fin there 1s 
opened vpon the head of the ſinner a deluge 
of misfortunes and calamities- ſo direfull 
and deplorable, yet the greateſt and moſt to, 
be lamented, is the offence againſt that infi- 
nite and ſoueraine maieſtie : that ſublime 
eſſence and ſource of all being: thatimmenſe 
goodnes , that is the cauſe and r oote of all 
g00dnes; Tis to turne the back to him that 
with three fingers ſupports the maruclous 
and: beautifull machin of this vniucrſe , and 
to keepe his face towards poore , focble and 
pitifull creatures; and to putin ballance the 
Lord of all creatures with a ſudden and foule 
delight , or ſome contemptible intereſt , or a 
puntillo of falſe honour embraced, iniurious 
to God, making flight ofhis commandements 
and of that ſoucraine will, which all creatures 
behold with rcuerence and obcdience ; an in- 
iurie ſo enormous that there is no meanes in 
bumane nature, nor in that of Angells which 


name of Ieſus. 

can worthily repaire it , and that it hath bin 
neceflarie that God himſclite ſhould become 
man , and be named Iefus for to diſcharge it 
with.a power of God, and with the paine 
and forrow of man. There is nothing in hea» 
uen or earth , norin the dzepes of Heil that. 
giveth vs better to vaderſtand the weightand 
malice offin, and how mach Gad abhorreth 
a ſinner: nor thatdoth declare vato vslo well 
the ſignification of this moſt ſacred name of 
[eſus,as to ſee God dye vpon a Crofle for to 
deſtroy fin, and that this true Sauiour began 
to ſhed his blood from the very day that the 
name of ſauiour was given him. 

He had the name given him , becauſe he 
had the office, he was called ſaviour, becauſe 
his office was to be a ſauiour of finners and 
cleanſer of fins, which, though they be innu- 
merable; abominable, and moſt greeuous ,are 


by | 
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The na- 
me was 
2\uen ove 
Lord be - 


waſht and clenſed in the fountaines of this a” bis 


Sauiour : From the begintiog vnto the end 
of the world, from Adam even vnto the laſt of 
the living ,there hath not bin, nor ſhall cuer be 
a man , whoſe fins are forgiuen him , that 
oweth not the grace of his iuſtification and 
ſanRifcation vnto leſvs, and to this moſt be- 
nigne Saviour , as to the fountaine of grace 
and of all the guifts of God : In ſo much, 
that as all the verdure and beautie of the 
whole tree, its branches, lcaues , Bloſſlomes, 
and fruites, proccede from the reote which is 
vnder the ground and that by thole ſecret and 
hidden veines is communicated and paſſcth 
to the leaſt and moſt diſtant branches of the 
tree, even ſo all the beautic of grace and 
glorie that is in this great and largely 
pred tree of the Church Militant and Tri- 
umphant , cometh from the moſt 4iuely and 
moiſt fruitfull roote of our Redeemer leſus 


Chriſt : The faith that had the Prophetes, 


the hope that had the Patriarks , the charity 
ot the Apoſtles, the ſtrength of the Martyrs, 
the humilitie and deuotion of the Confeflors, 
the ,puritie of the Virgins, the oraaments of 
vertues , wherwith they haue all ſhined in 


ce of 
Saniourg 
gaue it 
him, 


this life , the crowoe and glotic which they- 


now poſlefle in a bleſcd and eternall life,are 
all the fruits-of this roote, and the efte&s of 
this moſt ſweet name of leſus that hath ſaued 
them. And although the roote ſecme to be 
drie, contemptible , and buried vnder ground, 
with affli&ions, reproaches, and perſecutions 
which it hath endured, yett it being ſprinkled 
with his blood, beareth moſt beauritull fruits 
of life. For although the child ſhed his blood, 
be circamciſed , ſeeme tainted with th'image 
of a ſinner, yett in reality of truth he is Zeſus, 
and the Sawiour of ſinners, the cauſe and ori- 
ginall ſource of all ſan&itie of men and An- 
gels, incarthand inheauen. And he is autor 
and worker of the vertues and merites of all 
the Saints , he is alſo all their cxrowne and 
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mn recompence. All the water of Brooks, come 
' x. from their fountaines , all light from the ſun- 
Iany- nc , all Creeks, gou!fs , and armes of the Sea, 
ARI, arc but as parts and members of the maine 
Ocean : and all graces in their beginnings, 
midle , and in thcir end , are brought forth 

by Icſus, and rcturne vnto him. 
It is he that waſheth the filth of ovr fins, 
What is he that hcaleth our wounds , breaketh our 
b.#3 chaines, appaiſeth the furic of our vile incli- 
in the na- nations, who delivereth vs of the heauic yoke 
Ty of of our perniciousdcfignes, of the tyranny and 
VS. ſervituce of the dcuill , t'is he who reflabli- 
ſheth vs in our true liberty , beautifieth our 
ſoule ,maketh it the kandmaijde, ſpouſe, and 
Temple of God ; that quieteth the conſcience, 
that quickneth rbe interiour ſenfes, illuminates 
our vncerſtanding , aw:kens , and enflawes 
our will , reinforceth our fra!ltic, rendereth vs 
4 victorious of #1] our cnemies , and tiivwpheth 
over ſin, death, and Hell.For he is the Saviour, 
cf fins and G6nners, and all this 1s compr ifed 

inthis moſt koly name of lefus, 
Lett no min {ay now that the way of 
The way Vertue is ruce and rough, hauing Iefus for 
efverwue compagnion and guide : Lett none complaine 
—— of pourrtie, labour and difficultic , ſince Teſus 
I:5Vs, is our riches , and our repoſe , and he will 
give vs wings to flyc, tor he is our Teſus. 
Lett no man defpairc to be chaſt, humble,or 
patient ,or feare to be caſt ,or foyled in this 
wrielting and hard battcl , fince Jeſus is our 
C:ptaine, and commands vs what we ought 
to do, and gives us firength and ſpirit to what 
he cemmandceth for he is the Saviour , and 
Sau'our ol fins, and becauſe he is (o, he is called 
lIeſus , which is the firſt excellence of this 
moſt ſweete and amiable name of Iefus; which 
is to be the remedie of our cuills, the med- 
cine of all out maladies, the ſolace of all our 
tiavells, the conſolation of our afflitions, the 
aſſurance of our feares , the firme Anchor 
and ſaie haven of this perilous navigati- 

ON. 

An other excellence it hath, is to be the 
name the moſt propet and ſignificant of al] 
thote that boly writ giveth to leſus Chriſt;for 
nor ſpeaking of the metaphoricallnames which 
arc giucn him, as Lyox , Sheepe , Lambe , She- 
all the pbeard,way, Dore , Light and the hke ; but of 


_— thoſe only that are properly attributed vnto 


The le £2 
c:11encits 
of this 
Names 


are given hiu, all of them may be eſteemed but appel- 


(uk la:ives and ſurnames, and the moſt proper of 
Cut - 


are come All 1s leſus, which comprchends all the reſt; 
priſed un for that 41] the other names of Ieſus Chriſt 
mnt cither ſignify God in himſclfe, as among the 
Hebrews Tehonn , Sanday , El ,and that which 
Ix0J, z, Moſes was told by our lord himfelfe: He that 
ts , bath ſent me vnto y0u, or ſignifye God, 
with tome 1clpe& to Creatures, as God, 144- 
2-. Creator , Goucrnour , and Pronidor ; or de- 
wote lowe wticet of deumnc grace that our 
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Of che moſt holy name of Ieſus. 


Lord hath wrought; as Zmanuel , almirable, mmm, 


Connſellour , God , ſfirong, father of the world to 


ſpoile , which are all the- names which Efay 
giucth to our Redeemer Ieſus Chriſt : and 
that which Ieremie gives him , calling him 
our inſt one , and Zachane our Orient , and 
Malachie , eAngel xi the Teſtament ,and other 
ſuch like ( if there be more of theta) are all 
comprehended in the name of Jeſs , as all 
kinde cf taſts were in Manna, and the veitue 
of many fimples in the confeaion of Treacle 
which is therof compoſce , and all the other 
names fignifye the beginning , midle and end 
of our ſ{aluation: but the name of Ieſus fig- 
nifies Goda man , God asdaluation it felſe , and 
man.as veſlel in which this faluation comes 
to vs from heaven. By the names that ſigni- 
he God in himſelfe, we can hardly know him: 
by the ſecond kinde which he bath in regard 
to creatuies, we diſcerne him ſomewhat mo- 
re : by the third, that declare vato vs th'effedts 
they wprke in our ſoules by his grace,much 
better. But there is none that ſo raviſketh our 
harts, nor which ſo inflatneth vs with loue as 
this name of Feſas ; becauſe this , aboue all 
declarcth vnto vs that he is Saviour, and Sa- 
viour of fins , ard that zo free vs of them,he 
hath ſhed his blood , and dyed on a Croſſe, 
Wherfore , when we pronounce the moſt 
ſweete name cf Teſus,we muſt not pronounce 
it as aſimple name, but with all its croaments 
and attyre , that repreſent vnto vs not only 
the ſaluation that our Saviour hath given vs, 
but-the manner with which he gauc it vs: 
So that without doubt the manner wherby 
he hath ſaued vs is more admirable, and amia- 
ble for vs, then, the Redemption it ſelfe :for 
he hath not ſimply given vs faluation(which 
he could have done without having coaft 
him any thing ) but it hath bin with taking 
ypon him pur infirmities, healing our ſoores 
with his ,and bearing the paine ofour faultes, 
and delivering vs from cternall death by his 
death, Hence it cames that when we ſay Fe- 
ſus , we ſay Saviour, who for vs was couched 
in a manger, circumciſed , wept,and was we- 
ary, ſuffered hungar and thirſt , and in fine 
was ſpitt vpon, buffeted, ſtript naked, mokt, 
ſcourged, crowned with thorns , gall given 
him to drink, nayled and pierced witha laun- 
ce on the Crofle for our fins. The name of 
leſus repreſents vnto vs all this , name fo full 
of loue towards men , and ſo much reveren- 
ced by the Angells ; and of ſo much dread 
and terror ynto the Devills. It is a name abo. 
ve all other riames , to which the powers of 
heauen do bewe, and thoſe on earth do kneele 
vnto, and thoſe of hell tremble at. It is ana- 
me _ by the cternall Father to his moſt 
blefled ſonne, declared by the Angell, fore told 
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Of the holie name of Ieſus. 


by the- Prophetes , ſpread through the world. 
belicued and embraced by all the faithfull,by 
yertue wherof all are fauzd. This name 
hath fortified all the Martyrs, and hath made 
them giue to the very laſt drop of their blood, 
for the loue of this Sautour who had ſhed his 
for them. For this name was Saint Steuen 
Roned , Saint Peter crucified, Saint Paul be- 
headed, Saint Bartholomew flead, S. Laurence 
broyled , and all the other Apoſtles and Mar- 
tyrs whipt , reuiled and ſlaine:the Apoſtle had 
thisname ſodcepely cngrauen in his ſoule that 
he repcates and preacheth it often in all his 
Epiſtles, and his __ though his head was 
already parted from his ſhoulders, pronounced 
it three times, when the outter veynes of his 
neck ran milke in lieu of blood. This name was 
ſoumprinted in the hart of Saint [gnatius;that 
opening it ( as Saint Thomas an4 Saint An- 
tonine fay) there was found within the name 
of Ieſus written in golden letters. By vertue 


_ of this name many of the Saints hauc wrought 


great miracles: And Saint Bernardin teacheth 
that it ought to be reuerenced with the ſame 
Reuerence of Latria as we adore our Saui- 
our himſclfe , not for the letters with which 
it is writ , nor for the yoyceor ſound wher- 
with it is pronounced , but for the digaitic 
of the perlon which this name repreſents vs. 
O dclicious , ſweete, O glorious name , happy 
is he that carricth thee always in the midle 
of his hart written with letters of gold :name 
of ineſtimable vertue and reverence; that ſur- 
mounteth the Deuills, illaminatcs the blinde, 
rayſeth the dead , and that of a man fraile, 
caſt downe and miſerable , maketh a childe 
and joyat heyre of God, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Teleſphorus Pope and Martyr. 


NED, Y the death of Saint Sixtus firſt 
TE of that name Pope and Martyr, 
& Succeeded in St. Peters Chaire S. 
=2X Telcſphorus,alſo Pope and Mar- 
tyr.He was of Greece by Byrth, 

and had bin an Anchoret , and for his 
fantitic and high merites, two days after the 
death of Saint Sixtus was cle&ed Cheife Biſ- 


hop with much applauſe. In his time aroſe | 


many Heretickes and falſe Prophetes , whi<h 


| Ciflurbed the Church of God , and by their 


wicked and diſhoneſt liues , were adiſcredite 
to Chriſtian og 14 For as they hued lew- 
A » given to all vice and turpitude , and 
crllcd themſclues Chriſtians , the Gentiles be- 


great | 


| 


and that their Religion gaue licence to liuc 
in that manner ,ſfo did they abhorre all choſe 
that profeſſed it,and perſecuted them iudging 
them vnworthy to live., and deſeruing 
any torment whatlocuer. But our Lord was 
pleaſed , that by the diligence and vigilance 
of Saint Teleſphorus , and Saint luitin ; the 
Philoſopher and Martyr , and other holy and 
learned perſons, whom God railed in his good 
time, for the proteion of his Church , the 
truth was diſcouered , and the Heretickes, 
with their followers were knowe for wicked, 
and the Catholicks for good, as they were, 
Saint Teleſphorus in his litc and conuerſation 
was very like to thoſe holy Chicte Paſtors 
his predeceſſors, and ſuch as he ought to be 
who vadertooke ſo high a dignicie. He ordai- 
ned that before Eaſter there ſhould be a faſt 
kept for ſeauen weekes ,and the Clergy be- 
gan to faſt from Quinquageſima ſunday : and 
from hence ſome have belicued that Tele(- 
phorus inſtituted the faſt of Leat. But the truth, 
is, the inſtitution is from the Apoſtles , and 
that before this Biſhops time it was praftiſed 


in the Church of God, from the very begin-" 


ning therof, as is gathered out ofS. Ignatius; 
and other holic and moſt ancient writers. 


n 


* Jieued that all Chriſtians were like vnto them, cm 
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He alſo commanded that Maſle ſhould be ce- 


lebrated the might of the Nativity, and that 
in the Maſſe ſhould be ſaid the Hymine of the 
Angells, Gloria in excelſis Deo. He gaue or- 
ders foure times in the month of December, 
and then ordained twelue Pricſts, cight Dea- 
cons; and thirtcene Biſhops. He was Martyced 
in the time of Antoninus Pius Empcrour , in 
the yeare of our Lord. One, hundred fifty 
fourc: and was buried in the vatican | neere 
vato the body of Saint Peter Prince of the 
Apoſtles: hauing goucrned the Churchelea» 
uen yeares nine monthes wanting three days. 
The Holy Church celebrates his commemo- 
ration the fifth of Ianuary , which was the 
day of his Martyrdome : and Clement the 
eight commanded it to be added in the re- 
formed Breuiary, which by his order hath bin 

ubliſhed this ycare paſt one. thouſand 
2 hundred and two: Of Saint Teleſphorus 
maketh mention the Roman Martyrologe,and 
thoſe of Bede, Vſuard , and Adon. | 
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The feaſt of the three kings or Epiphanie. 


world was born,and gaue them tokens wheiby 
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THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANIE, 


or adoration of the three K ings com- 
monly called twelfeday. 


RN thc ſacrcd Myſtcric of th'E- 
My RL piphanic _ Church celebra- 

r; IDE tes that bleſicd and happy day, 
TY Yin which the ſonne of God 
| dþ-* clothed with our fleſh, mani- 
—Ecſtcd him ſclte vato three 
Kings, as the firſt fruites of gentilitie. For as 
this Lord was king of the world , and came 
to ſaue it, preſently at his Byrth he would 
be knowne by thoſe that were neere at hand, 
and by thoſe that dwelt farre of: of the na- 
tives , and of ſtrangers : of the Shepheards,and 
of the kings: of the {imple , and thelcarned : 
of the poore, and of the rich : of the Hebrews, 
and the pagans: of the Synagogue , and of 
Gentilitie : and to vaite in one thoſe that 
among themfelues were ſo contrarie in the 
Rites of Religion, and eucn in the knowledge 
of God. All the holy ſcripturespreach vato vs 
this myſtery, and iucomparable bleſſing ot our 
Lord , and declare vnto vs, that he was to 
be adoredot all fortes ofpeople, and acknow- 
ledged and ſerued by the kings of the earth. 
The Prophet Balaam faid : 4 /tarre shall riſe 
out of Tacob, and a rod sball riſe from [ſratl : and 
shatl ſtrike the Dukes of «Moab, and thall waſt 
all the children of Seth : «And Tlumea 5ball be 
his poſs:Jion. Giving to vnderſand , that all 
the people; that were pagans, ſhall be ſub- 
ie to the rodde and ſcepter of Chriſt Ieſus: 
which was accompliſht in the connerfion of 


"11. Þ 


the Gentilzs, And the Royall Prophete ſung: | 


Reges Tharſts , oF inſuls munera offerent : 
Kezes eArabum {7' Sab2 dona adducent. The 
kings of Tharſis, and of «Arabia , chall bring 
guifts (to Chriſt) aud all the king sball adore 
bim ; and all the Gentiles ſerue him ; Eſay in 
many places did Prophehie this comming of 
the kings, this hommage, and theſe preſents 
with which they were to reverence, and adore 
him, And the other Prophetcs , illuminated 
fiom heauen , ſo long before aduiſcd vs of 
this truth, as a thing ſo important , and wher 
at the Iewes ſhould ſtumble. And cuen the 
Apoſtles made ſtrange of it, vatill that vifion 
of the ſhecte tull of Serpents and inſe&s, which 
faint Peterſaw,and vndcritood that ſoueraine 
Myſtery. Wherfore ,cuen as at the time of the 
birth of this tender childe , and eternall God, 
he ſent an Angell , to announce vnto the 
ſhephcards that kept their ſheepe and watched 


them therabouts , that the Sauiour of the | 


they ſhould finde and know him , and they 
came and adored him as the firſt fruites of 
the Synagogue:ſo did our lord ordaine , that at 
the ſame time there ſhould a new ſtar appeare 
in the eaſt , to illuminate the Sages, and 
with its new and extraordinaty ſplendor , 
ſhould moue them to ſollow it , ſhould guide 
and condut them even vato Bethleem , that 
ſo finding him ina ſtable and a manger they 
ſhould adore him as their king and true God. 

Bnt who are theſe that come ? Sages, 


From whence come they ? from the eaſt. What Thew® 


do they follow ? a ſtarre. Whither doth it leade 
them ? to Ieruſalem. What do they ſeeke ? the 
new born kindg. Where made they their ſtay? 
at a ſtable. What found they there ? a new 
born child. What did they? adore him. What did 


they giuc him? treaſures. What receiued they? * 


light loue , and health of theyr bodies and 
ſoules. They are ſtiled Sages: not becauſe they 
decciued Herod , not paſſiing by him in theyc 
returne-(as ſome would haue it ) nor for that 
they were cunning men , and giuen to art 
Magike, as others thought ; but becauſe they 
were very wiſe men. For thoſe that the He- 
brews call Scribes,the Greekes Philofophers, 
the Latins, wiſcmen ; the Egyptians, Prophe- 
tes, the Indians, Gymnoſophiſts, the Aſlyrians, 
Chaldcans ; the Gaules, Druides', the Perhans, 
in propriety of their language call Magies, 


and they were among them the wiſcſt and of 


moſt knowledge ; etpecially in the contem- 
plation of the heauens , and in the courſe and 
motion ot the ſtarrcs. For it is not to be be- 
licued that any ſlight ground mouecd them to 
ſceke the new born king. And they were alſo 
kings as is commonly held by tradition of 
the Church, and there ſeemes toappeare ſo- 
me authoritic for it out of the ſacred text in 
this fealt ; and piftures : both ancient and mo» 
dern , do manateſt it; and the holy Doors, 
Cyprian, Ambroſe, Icrome, Auſtine , Chry- 
ſoſtome , Tertullian , and TheophilaQt do tay 
ſo, and the praftiſe of thoſe times doth per- 
{wade it, when they vicd to giue the lcepter, 
and command to the wileſt ; and when the 
Kingsand Princes were very wiſe. And al- 
though the ſcripture mention not that they 
were Kings, yet itſaith not the contrary and in 
that filence hatha Myitery : that we ſhould yn- 
derſtand,that betoreleſusChriſt King of Kings, 
none ought to be callcd Kings, and that torto 
know and adore him, it imports not ſo much 
to be a king, as to be wile. And more, it 1s 
belicued that they were likewile pricſts, for 
ſo the Perfians vicd, that he who was their 
king , ſhould hkewiſe be their interpreter of 
dcuine things , and ſhould offer Sacrifice and 
prayers to God, and that therby he might be 
the more reuercnced andeſteemed ot his ſub- 
ics, And in the old Teſtament Mclchiſedeck 
was 
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———— Was both King and Prieſt: and Hclie : and Sa- | onely ſeene by nightthis was ſo greateandre 
6, muel;Prieſts,and —_ of the people: and the | plendenta light that it was ſeeneas wellby «6. 
Iaxve Machabeces were of a prieſtly line, and Go- | day. Finally , the others appeare always with x a x y- 


AkI, uernors cf the kingdome of Iuda. It is com- 


monly faid that theſe holy men were «three, 
and that they were called, Gaſpar , Baltalar, 
and Melchior. 

They came from the caſt , as they ſaid 
themſclues : T 1d1mus Fellam cins in Onente, 
dT venimus, 7c. They came not fromthe true 
eaſt ,but from Arabia felix , or ſome other 
countrey there abouts ; which in reſpec of Pa- 
leſtine was Orientall , and from whence in 
three days iourney, with good diligence, by 
Cawells, and Dromedaries, they might reach 
Bethleem. For in that manner coth holy writ 
vic toexpreſle : when it faith; Abraham parted 
Iſmael from Iſaak , and placed him in the 1e- 
gion of the caſt , which was neere to the 
land of Canaan , wher laak d'welled. And 
Elay faith : that the Hebrewse ſhould def- 
poile the children of the eaſt ; thas is to ſay, 
the people that were neere vnto the land of 
promiſe , with whom the Icwes fought, and 
overcame ther. And he calleih them ſonnes 
of the eaſt, ſor they were otientallfrom them, 
The Mages followed the ſtarre , which was 
no true ſtarrc , nor of thoſe of the firmament 
but a mixt and perſe&t body in manner of a 
{larre that ſhinced in the aire with anew and 
notable light: as we vie to call the Comets 
itarrcs : and Chiiſt our Lord ſaid : that 
the ſtarres ſtould fall from the skics before 
the day of iudgement : for that there would 
fall burning and inflaming exhalations :»nd 
ſo,that which appeared to the Mages was 
farce diflerent ſrom the firmamcnt ſtares : for 
that tkoſe cf the heavens were Ccieatcd by 
God in the beginning ot ihe world, 18 the 
fourth day ofthe Creation ; this was created 
at the fame inſtant of cur Saviours byith, 
The others weie created tor to diſtinguiſh 
day irom night , and to denote the times, 
days and yeaies; this was created to fhgniſye 
vnto vs, that the hght andeternall brig htnes 
was now come into the world. The ctkers 
arc 94" my , as is the firmament ; this to 
dce his office , and having ſkewed the man- 
ger,where the ſonne of God lay, diſappeared, 
and difſolued into the matter of which it bad 
bin created. The others are in the firwament, 
this was inthe middle of the arte, and ſo neere 
the canth, as it might he ſcene and followed 
by the Sages. The others hauc their courſe 
and motion perpetvall.regular, and vniforme; 
this moued with the Mages, and ſtayed when 
they reſted. The ctkers with the motion of 
the firſt heaven do woue frem eaſt to weſt, 
and by their owne propertic, which is called 
trepidation frem north to ſouth; this, although 
it went from north to ſcuth, yett ittollowed 
the way that the Sages tcoke, The others are 


the ſane aipeR and inthe ſame manner ; this 
did ſometimes ſhew and at otkec times hide it 
ſelte. 

This ſtarre , that proclaimed the Birth of 
the King of the lewes, and Sauiour of the 
world, the Sages ſaw ,and prefently vnder- 
ſtood what it told them , as a tongue from 
heaven : for as ſucceſſors of Balaam , and 
diſciples that followed his dofrine they vn- 
derſtood that this Rtarre was that which the 
the Prophet ſpake of faying : «A ftarre sball 11/e 

rom Tacob ; Which is Chnſt our Redeemer, 
who as a xxſplendent ſtarre of the line of Ia- 
cob came forth into the world , to enlighten 

It , and draw all people to the knowledge 
and loue of him.By this Prophefic, which they 
conferred of among themſeluce, or by other 
reuclations which they had , they came to 
know that the hope and happines of the world 
was born : and illuminated and moued with 
an other devine and ſpiritual light , andtheir 
harts buroipg with the fire which the ſame 
Lord that calicd them, Kindled in them, they 
reſolucd to follow it , to ſeeke , adore, and 
do hommage vnto thatnew born king,which 
the ſiarre {hewed them. And ſo leaving their 
countrey, parents, freinds, acquaintance and 
vaſſels, and not weighing the commodities , 
nor goods they poſleficd, with great deuotion, 
inflamed and anxious defiresto find him , they 
vndertocke a long, troubleſome, and dange- 
rous iourney, and centred Terufalem with great 
traine and equipage , demanding , where is 
he that is born kipg of the lewes? they came 
to Ieruſalem, for that our Lord ( who guided 
them by the ſtarre) would that it ſhouid hide it 
{elie before they came into the Cittie, which 
being the capitall of that kingdome , they be- 
lieved , the new king tnight be born there, 
Gcd diſpoſing of things in that manner .that 
by the arrivall of thee Sages (being publike 
rerſons, and of that authcritie) the voyce of 
it might ſpread through leruſalem, andallthat 
ccuntiey, that the true Meſſias and King was 
alrcady born, who was to deliuerthem from 
the miſerics and feruitude which they endu- 
red: And the tyrant Hercd was troubled, and 
conſulted with the Scribes, and Sages of the 
law : and by teſtimony of the holy Ghoſt the 
truth was more confirmed , and the lewes had 
no excule in not recciuing Ieſus Chriſt ,tince 
they faw that the Gentiles, kings, and Sages, 
from a farre of , ſought him. And they did 
know for certaine, that , that happytime was 
row come(according todeuine writ)in which 
the Meſſias wasto be born,for that the ſcepter 
of Iuda tailed , Herod Aſcalonita penny 
at that time, who was a ſtranger : and that 
this Lord was to be born in — . 

[20] 


n———— to Michtas his prophey : and the interpreta- 
tion which they themſelucs had giuen. 


6, 
TANVu They came then to Ieruſalem, where 
boldly and without feare , knowing that 


ARI. 
+ Herod reigned there , they loudly demande 


tidings of the new boru king : for that the 
reat faith , deuotion , and loue which they 
i” , would not permitt them to think 
of theyt danger: but thinking eucry one had 
the ſame touches of God which they felt, and 
that the natiues bf Ieruſalem and Iudea could 
not be ignorant of thoſe things which they 
(being ſtrangers) came to the knowledge of, 
nor that they conld chuſe but reioyce at ſuch 
Jad tidings of the Happy Byrth of this new 
Ling. Herod was troubled , as a tyrant, and 
a man that was not by nation a Iew, but an 
Idumean , hauing vſurped the kingdome , and 
ouerhied it with ſo much crueltie , that he 
Pad cauſed to be ſlaine thoſe that came of 
| Davids line, and of the Machabecs , the bet- 
ter to aſlur? it to himſelfe, He was troubled 
becauſe he knew that the Iewes defired a na- 
turall born king: and that they hoped for him 
whom God hadptomifed them, and feared leaſt 
that might be he which the Sages announced 
and fo that he ſhould be diſpoflefied by him. He 
feared alſo , for that before the Maſeſtie of 
the ſoueraignc _ , all the power and gre- 
atnes of kings doth dread and tremble , and 
conſume as ſmoake : And he was troubled 
in that manner that his example put a feare 
into all the Citic of Ieruſalem; either becaufe, 
that as the head and Gouernour comports 
himſelfe , ſo his ſubic&s; or for that Princes 
hive many flatterers , that looke on them as 
their example and do the ſame: or becaufe 
the people feared , that the newes which the 
Mages proclaimed might infage Herod,who ras 
ther then he would looſe the kingdome,would 
take from them, theyr goods, liberties, life and 
all, but Herod difſembled:called to him the Scri- 
bes and Sages, to conſult with themaboure the 
place where Chriſt wasto be born : and ha- 
ving diligently, ſecretly , and with great cu- 
riofitic informed himſclfe of the Mages them- 
ſclues, of whatſocuer he thought conuenient 
to know concerning the ſtarte , and the time 
of its appearing vnto them, ſent them to Be- 
thleem to informe themfelues about that in- 
; fant ( for king he would not call him) and 
Z that they ſhould return vnto' him , that he 
| likewiſe might goe to adore him. He would 
not goc with them , becauſe he gave not en- 
tyre credite to the Sages ; and beſides, that 
it might not be thought leuitie in ſo great 
and powerfull a king to goc ſee ſo new 
and maruelous a thing, without other intelli- 
gence. He would not End his owne ſervants 
along to accompanie and condu& them the 
' way becauſe he did not confide in the Iewes; 
and wfo by this diſſimulation he thought to 
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bring forth the better his intention which was 
to kill the new born Child,therby to aſſure his 
kingdome , and free himſelfe of his apprehen- 
ſions and feares : but the Lord through his 
ineſtimable providence ordered , ſo that Chriſt 
ſtould not dye by his hands ,nor ſhould be 
neceſſtated to fly , before his time, or worke 
new miracles: and tothe end that the kings 
ſhould finde and adore him : when they 
had heard what Herod ſaid , going forth of 
teruſalenj , to their great ioy the ftarre 
appeared agaihe vnto thein which had vaniſhe: 
and went before condutting them, vntill they 
arriucd at Bethlecm, and ſtood ouer that litle 
Houell where the worlds treaſurelay hid : and 
deſcended lower,ſtreaming forth new rayes of 
more light and ſplendor ;as who ſhould fay: 
here he is, whom you feeke for, and whom 
I am to manifeſt vnto you : and withall in 
the manner, that it could exprefle , ſhewed 
them the Infant , whom they ſo much deſired 
to ſee': and fo accompliſhed the office for 
which God had created it. 

The holy kings centred that vile grot, all 
open and ruinous in which they found the 
childe of thirtcene dayes old , in a poore 
womans armes ; that was both Mother 
and Uirgin ; and they were not ſcan- 
dalized , and- troubled , neither did they 
thinke themſclues deceiucd ; becauſe they ſaw 
the child have no retinew nor attendance of 
Maicſtie no gardes at the gates , no nobles 
attending : no Royall Pallace: no rich tapiſ- 
tries, nor embrodered furnitures , no ſoft and 
ſumptuous bed : and in fine , nothing that 
repreietited the Maieſtic of a king ; but on the 
cuntrarie all pouctrtie , ſolitade and want of 
ſhelter. The roome without roome , and 
crowded with beaſts; poore cloutes, a hard 


| bedd , a —_— all things that declared + 


the child to be no king , nor any thing like 
vat9 it : and yet not withſtanding all this, 
looking on it with the cyes of faith , and the 
interiour teſtimonic which the holy Ghoſt ga- 


ue them in their harts , they knew him to be 
| King of Kings, and Prince of the world,and 


truc God , and the only.fonne of the eternall 
father , and proſtrate on the ground they ado- 


' red and acknowledged him for fuch. The 


ſtable was not loath-ſome or nauſions vato 
them (as St. Bernard faith in his third ſermon 
of this feaſt) they were not ſcandalized with 
the povre clowts , nor to ſee him rake his 
bleſſed Mothers breaſt ; but fell at his feete, 
doing homage vato him as their King , and 
adoring him as their God, They adored (as 
Rabanus faith) in fleſh the eternall word: the 
infinite wiſedome in infancie : the ſtrength of 
God, in' weaknes : in the baſenes ofman the 
divine Maieſtie and glotie. What doe yee $a- 


. ges, ( faith Saint Bernard) what is it that you 


oe ? «Allore # Childe lodged in a Houell iwrapt 


vp in 
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wp in vile cloutes? who world take bim for God? | 
ve | God is in his holy Temple , and you ſecke him in 
I, ' a ſtable, and offer him guifts ? Ff this be a 


ye 7, Sk | 
mY king , Where is bis royall Pallace ? were his 


kings or Epiphanie, 79 
Saint Mathew explicates not thoſe deuou- vl}. 

teaffetions which theſe holy kings felt in the &, 

intcriour of theyr ſoules, nor the wordes,nor I a y y- 


diſcourſe wl:ich they had with the Child and a x 1. 
the Mother ; the Intant God, and the Mother 


> * Chayre of ſtate? Where is his traine of Cour- 


tiers ? It may be the ſtable is bis Pallace, the 
Cribb his Chaire of ſtate , and his traine of 
Courtiers , Toſeph and Marie? how 1d theſe [0 
wiſe men become ſo1znorant, as t0 adore for God 
a child ſo forlorn , as well in regard of his 
Infancy , ar bis pouerty and attendance 
Thus farre are Saint Bernards words , But 
(O thou ray of divine light, o inc{timable 
ouift , o force and efficacie of faith , that fo 
tranſporteſt ſoules from carth to heauen, and 
ſhutteſt the eyesto all that appeares ,and ope- 
neſt them to what is not ſcene) as the vader- 
ſtandings of theſe holic kings were ealightned 
with an other ſtarre more cleereand reſplen- 
| dent, then was that which theyr cycs tooke 
for guide, and their harts were enflamed with 
loue of that bleſled Infant , who had called 
and-brought them vnto him from ſo remote 
countries, they heeded not what thelr outward 
cyes beheld , but what God ſpake to them 
interiourly in their ſoules. And therfore , fo 
much the more they humbled themſelues, by 
how much they Grand God humbled and 
abaſed in figure of an Infant, ſeeing in him 
length abbreuiated, height abaſed, light obſcu- 
red , and the eternall become a childe , and 
the ſplendor of the fathers gloric wrapped vp 
in poore cloutes. 

And for that they knew they were deb- 
tors of all they poſlefied , being all dew to 
that Infant , from whoſe hands they receiued 
it,thcy would offer him vp all they had; the 
body in proftration ; theyr ſoule 1n adoration, 
and theyr temporall goods in opening theyr 
* treaſures, and preſenting him gold, Incenſe, 
and Mirihe ; the 1icheſt truits their land offe- 
red : and this not without great Myſtcrie:fig- 
nifying by the gold , that he was king ; by 
the Incenſe , that he was God ; and by the 
Myrrhe, that he was true man. Go!d to pro- 
vide for his pouertic ; Incenſe to take away 
the euill ſent of the ſable : and Mirrhe , to 
comfort hisdelicate and tender members. But 
far greater and more pretious guiſts did theſe 
; hokie perſons receive in their toules, then 
were thoſe which they offered : for they re- 
cciued moſt puie gold of perte& chatitie , to 
loue God and their neighbour. A tender de- 
uotion, and a devoute feeling, wherwith their 
ſoules melted , as incenſe ,in conſideration of 
this ſacred myſterie before them : and a mor- 
Ufcaticn of all their guſts, and paſſions, and 
entertajnements of the world, fignified by 
Myrhe. And they were crdained by our lord 
as preachers of his ſacred Goſpell, and pro- 
clamers of his glotic,magnifying his poucttic 
and abaſcment. 


Virgin: ner the ioy which had that moſt pure 
and bl:flcd Lady , when ſhe ſaw the g'o- 
rie of her ſonne begin to extend and dila- 
te it felſe through the world , and that God 
bad choſen her for mother of ſuch a ſonne, 


: *| and that the darknes of Gentilitie began to 


dilio;ue by the ſplendor and rays of a new 
light , which was thar ſhe ſo much defied? 
neither had the bl:fſed Infant lefle feeling of 
it, who had deſcended from heaven to earth 
for the ſaluation of men , when by the firit 
fruits of theſe kings he ſaw begin the con+- 
verſion of the wo1ld, the glorie of God, con- 
fuſion of the deuill , che triumphe over hn, 
and the victories of ſo many innumerable 
ſaints that were to follow him: of all which 
the Evangeliſt ſpeakes nothing : as well for 
that the things are incftable ; and can not be 
cowprehended by our weake and feeble vn- 
derſtanding , nor expreſt by the tongue of 
man and it is better to reverence them with 
a ſacred filence , and couerthem with a veyle 
of a holy and profound admiration; as becauſe 
cach one might edifye his ſoule in meditation 
and ponderatton of the deuine myſteries, and 
beg of ow Lord that he would ſpeake to our 
heart , what his holy ſcribe had left vnſaid. 
Aﬀer the adoration , and thoſe ſecret, 
amorous , and moſt ſweete Colloquies which 
the Mages had with the Virgin , having bin 
aduiſed not to return to Herod, and taki 
their leaues of the Infant with deuout an 
ſweete teares;, and of the Mother , the crib 
and the Cradle , and leauing their harts and 
ſoules, as in a Paradiſe , in that contemp- 
tible ſtall , they departed towards their coun- 
try , by a different way to that they came; 
obeying the Angells voice, thathad appeared 
vnto themn in theyr ſteepe , ſo punAually , that 
the more to auvoide Herod , and his miniſters 
and ſouldicrs, they would notlodge in the 
common and publike Innes , but auoided 
the road, and paſſed over wountaines and 
diſpcopled places , lodging in Caues and by 
laces, as Cyril the monke wiiteth in the 
li of Theodoſe the Cznobiarch:and the ſame 
Lord guiding them that brought them , they 
artiucd at their owne territories , and gaue 
notice to tEoſe people of what they had ſeene 
and heard of the word of God, abbreuiated 
ard clothed with fleſh, And abandonning 
their cſates, riches, cemmodities the better 
to imitate that pouertic and contempt which 
they kad ſcene 1n the Redeemer and Saujour 
oft}e world they became poore, 2nd began to 
precch leſus Chiiſt and enlighten and infla- 


| me with the light wherwith they ſhinedand 


V burned, 


_— 


80 


— burned, thoſe blind nations who lived in 
6, the ſhadow of death: and at laſt were ſlaine 
Iany- for Chriſt and obtained the palme and crowne 
of martyrdome , offering themſclues ina moſt 
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any other thing whichto our weake eyes of. 
fleſh ſeeme hard and difficult , hinder vs to x1, 
acknowledge this new born Infant to be Iayy 
the center of our harts , the repoſe of our az, 


ſweete Sacrifice , and more acceptable to our 
Lord , then the gold, Incenle and Myr- 
rhe which beforc they bad offered : and their 
bodies were carried afterwards , from about 
Milan . where they rem:ained for ſome time ; 
and when the Emiperour Frederick ſurnamed 
Barbarofla , had deſtroyed that Cutic , they 
were tranſlated vato Cullen, where they arc 
at preſent, and are kept with great venera- 
ton, ; 

This comming of the Kings was fo fa- 
mous and renewned , not only among the 
Chriſtians, but alſo among the Gentiles, that 
Chalcides, a Platonike Philoſopher , in the 
Comentaries he writ vpon Timeus of Plato, 
faith theſe wordcs : eAn other Liſlorie we hae 
more holy ond weneratle , Which relateth the 
byrth of a ſtarre , that threatneth not ſicknes nor 
death but figniſyeth the comingof the maieſtie 
of God for the good of mortalls , and to conueiſe 
with them : which Farre the Chaldean ſages 
bauing ſeene , as they wſed to contemplate the 
beauens jt is ſaidthey ſought the new byrth of God: 
and bauing found that Maieftie a child , did 
reuerence him , preſenting him with offerings 
and guifts , which belonged to ſo great s God, 
All this faith the Platomike Philoſopher. 

But to the end that the comming oftheſe 
glorious Sages may be profitable to vs , we 
muſt not content our ſelues in the knowled- 
ge of the hiſtoric, and what they did , but we 
muſt endeauour to imitate and follow them : 
ſince t'is cheefly for that end, that the Church 
repreſents yearly this glorious myſterie. Lett 
vs follow the ſtarre, the holy inſpiration and 
interiour motion , which our Lord ſends vs, 
that we may know, ſceke and adore him : 
though it force vs to leaue our country , de- 
lights and pleaſures, and all whatſocuerthe 
would can offer vs , and giue vs,lett vs take it 
for 'a great gaine, for a rich and moſt ineſti- 
mable treaſure though we can not vndertake 
it with out paſſing through many dangers, tra- 
uclls, and incommodities as are incident to 
the iourney:notwithſtanding the world mur- 
mure, Hcrods being troubled and the wicked 
take offence , and with their wordes and 
ceeces pretend to hinder our way, we muſt 


piuc no eare to, them but follow the light of 


cauen , that gocs before vs : and if that doſo- 
mctiwes hide it ſelfe we muſt not for all that 
be _ no morc then were the Sages : 
for it will appeare againe, to guide and point 
vnto vs as witha ftingar, that cternall bliſſe 
which we purſue and ſeeke after. 
L.ctt not the pouertic of Chriſt offend vs, 
nor the high myſteries which itpreacheth, nor 
the auſtcritic of life which it demandes , nos 


trauells, and the ſafe hauen of our deſires, 
and our liſe, glorie, and ſupreme happines : 
And as ſuch, proſtrate to the ground lett vs 
adore and offer tim our bodies, foules, tem- 
porall goods,conforming our {clues in all to 
his moſt holy and adorable will, and retur- 
ning to our country a different way to that 
we have taken in diſpleaſing and offending 


him : for ſo ſtall we imitate theſe holy kings, — 


in this life , and obtaine with them that other 
eternall and moſt bleſſed one : which through 
his meicic, andthe interceſſion of theſe kings, 
graunt vs Icfus Chriſt onr true king and lord, 
Amcn. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT HIGINIVS 


Pope and Martyr 


za Hc Bleſicd Saint Higinius was 
ATA. DN; born at Athens, ſonne to a Phi- 

Sl 22+ loſopher, whoſc name the author 
JN [{2)} of the bocke of the Popes of 
9 2 Rome vnder the name of Dama- 
ſus, faith, he could not learn. He was placed 
in Saint Peters: Chaire by the death of Pope 
Teleſphorus, the Chaire having bin vacant 
ſeauen days , in the time of Antoninus Pius 
Emperour , in whoſe raigne , there happencd 
many great calamities in the world. Andthe 
Gentiles eſteeming the Chriſtians to be wit- 


ches , Magicians, Sacrilegious perſons, as cnge- 


mies to the Gods , believed that all the cuills 
ſell vpon them,for the Chriſtians ſins, becaule 
their Gods abhorred them : And this falſe 
perſwaſion'rendred them ſo odious, that they 
perſecuted them to appeaſe their Gods , and 
revenge themſclues of the enemies of their 
Religion. This cauſed a great perſecution of 
the Church by the Gentiles , and no lefle 
from the Heretikes , which in his time came 
to Rome : as Valentin ard Cerdon. Arch 
heretſkesand maſters of Infernall Herehes : 


| and the better to delude, feined at the firſt 


that they were Catholikes, and very obedient 
to the Church ; although it auailed them 
nothing, through the vigilance of S. Higinius, 
who oppoſed their wickednes, animating and 
exhorting the faithfull, to continew conſtant 
and firme in the Catholike and Roman 
faith , which had bin taught by the Chicte 
of the Apoſtles Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
and conſecrated withtheir blood.Y/pon which 
ſubict he writ ſome Epiſtles , whcrof we 
hauc two;one, for all the faithfull , wherin 
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The life of Saint Higinius Pope and Martyr, 


ws is declared the myſterie of the Incarnation 
111. (fo ill vnderſtood bythe Heretickes)the other 
[anv- was written to the Athenians , that were ct 
4k. his owne countrey, and therin he exhorts ther 


to workes of vertue, giuing them docu.nent: 
for the ſame. He ordained many profitable 
things , appertaining to the adminiſtration 9! 
the Sacraments and devine ſeruice ; He pref 
cribed the manner how the Porter , LeQor , 
E xorciſt , Acolite, Subdeacon , and Deacon, 
were to comport themſclues in their Seuerall 
offices: and the reſpe& which was to be had to 
the leaſt things —_— to the Church. The 
ceremonies, wherwith the cryſome was to be 
bleſſed : that the Baptiſed ſhould haue one 
only Godfather and Golmother. How the me- 
cropolitane was to proceede againſt a Biſhop 
that was vnder him * and other ſuch like holy 


things, as appeares by his decretalls , which | 


may be ſcene in the firſt Tome of the Coun- 
ciles: laſtly , hauing goucrned the Church of 
God (according to the booke of the Roman 
Biſhops)fouer yeares, three moneths and fouer 
days , he ſuffered martyrdome for Chriſt on 
the eleucntheth day of Ianvary, in the yeare 
one hundred fifty fiue of our Redemption, in 
the raigne of the forſaid Antoninus Pivs. 
Others giue more yeares to his Pontificall 
dignitic : and Cardinall Baronius faith Saint 
Higinius lived in the Papacic two days wan- 
ting of fouer yeares. He gaue orders three 
times, and ordained fiftcene'pricſts, five Dea- 
cons , and fix Biſhops ; his body was buried 
in the vatican, neere vnto the body of Saint 
Peter, and others his predeceſſors. The Catho- 
like Church maketh commemoration of this 


holy Pope, the ſame day of his martyrdome. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
 Hibrie Bishop of Poitiers in France, 


C Aint Hilarie ; Biſhop of the Cittie 
ze of Poictiers in France, was one ct 
the moſt renowned Prelates and 
5 Doors that the Catholike 

> Church hath had , a ſource of 
knowledge , light of Do&rine , fountaine of 
eloquence , defender of the faith , and ſcourge 
of Herctikes , whoſe life and miracles Fortu- 
natus writes and many holy and moſt graue 
Doors ſpeake great praiſes ofSaint Hilaric 
with fingular commendation. Saint Icrome ſo 
much nds Saint Hilaries do&rine, that 
being one day at Treuers, he tranſcribed with 
his owne hand a great booke of his , of $y- 
#0drs ;and in one place calleth him the 7izer 


| 


8 


Rodanus(wihch isagreat and rapide ſtreme) QC. 


of the Latine Eloquence : in an other, 4 Irum- 


13. 


pet againſt the «Arriaiis: in an other he faith, janv 
that he was the moſt cloquen: cf his time,and A &1 


:or merite, kolylife and ſplendor ofEloquence 
was famous through all the Roman Empyre. 
in an other, that all his workes may be read 
without {cruple , or danger of errour. Saint 
Auguitia calls him, amoſt valor ous deffender 
of the faith againſt the heretikes, and worthy 
all honor and reſpe&.Others ſtile him a glori- 
ous Dottor of the Church, and with great rca- 
{on , for that he was a light andornament of 
the Catholike Church , and who ſtood the 
ſhock of innumerable enemies and Arrian 
hereriques , which in his time, by craft aad 
torce endeauoured its ouerthrow. S. Hilaric 
was botn of rich and noble Parents in the 
Prouince of Aquitaine ; and was brought vp 
by them with great care; he gaue himſclſe £9 
his fludies from a childe which ſhew'd him 
tO be of a ſharp witt, and good iudgement. 
Bring ot yeares he married a lady ;by whon 
he had a daughter ,named Abra ; as himfcle 
writeth in his firſt bocke of the Trinitic : he 
{cemes to ſay of himſclfe , that finding him- 
ſcite knowing and verſed in all humane' ſci- 
ences, he betooke himſelfe to the ſtudie of 
the lacred and devine, inthe reading of whick 
our Lord enlightned him, and ( being as 
yett a heathen) converted him to the taith of 
Chriſt, And Saint lerome writing vpon the 
Prophet Efay , giveth alſo teſtimony of it, and 
that God had tranſplanted out of the world 
into his Church ; like two Cedars of Mount 
Libanus , two great and faire trees , which 
were Saint Cyprian and Saint Hilarie, And it 
was a maruelous thing , that addifting him» 
ſelte fo late to ſacred Rudies , God (ſhould 
iniuſe into him , in ſo ſhort a time, ſo much 
lighit and knowledge ofthe profound myſteries 
ot our boly Religion : as one whom he tooke 
tor to defend it ,, and as a maſter of the faith- 
tull , and ſcourge of heretickes. And ſo he 
began to ſhew it, encountring them with his 
cx.clicnt doarine, auoyding their conucrſa- 
tion, and inftrufting all to ſhun them , and 
to bauc no converſation with them , they be- 
ing declared enemies of Ieſus Chriſt , and of 
his Church : and this he did whilſt he was 
yett a ſecular man , and in a conivgall life, 
living with that integritic and prudence as 
might be an example tor prieſts , endeauou- 
ring to loue God with fearc, and feare him 
with loue. The ſplendor of his vertues began 
now to ſpread forth , not only in that land 
and prouince, but alſo in others morcediftant 
and remote: and the Biſhop of Poitiers being 
dead , he was choſen, by a particular inſtinct 
cf God , tor Biſhop of that citie , by an vni- 
uerſall conſent ot all the people. Some fay, 
that when they choſe him Bilkop , his wite 
was 
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The life of Saint Hilarie Bishop. 


was dead : others (and which is more certaine) 
that ſhe was yett living , and that with her 


T 3 | 
I ct conſent, he was conſecrated Biſhop , as an- 
axr, Ciently they vied with others ; who .after be- 


ing made Biſhops were to live chaſt and ſepa- 
rate from their wiucs : for although it werc 
not lawfull, cor vcd in the Church , that he 
that was a Prieſt could murric, yett there was 
a time that it was allowed that he that was 
married might be made a Prieſt , ſo that for 
the future they abſtained from their wives, 
as by the Counciles and Saints is manifeſtly 


oathered, | 
Saint Hilaric bcirg now Biſhop , and 


ſeeing the Arrian heretikes ſpread the poiſon of 
their peruerſe dodrine, infecting the foutes of 


the faithfull and that Conſtantius th Empe- 
rour was an Arrian , and oppreſſed the Ca- 
tholikes with his power and armes,and many 
ſeduced Biſhops deluded their flock, and the 
whole Catholike Church ſunk in great afflic- 
tions, ſecluding all fearc and clothing himſclte 
with feruor , armed with zcale for the Ca- 
tholike fayth , reſolued to encounter the ene- 


- mies, and'expole his temporall life that others 


might not looſe th'eternall. It is not cafily to 
be belicued what aſtorme the barck of the holy 
Church ſuſtained in the time of theſe Arrian 
heretickes , and the furious crueltie of that 
perſecution : Vincencius Lirinenſis paints it 
forth in this manner : Tn this dangerous time 
was ſeene , what great calamities comewnto the 
World ty the introducing of new dotfrines : for 
then not only litle things , but great ones alſo 
came to a:cay. Not only the Parentaze, alliance, 
amitzes , and particular families : But Cities, 
villages , prowinces, nations : and in fine, the 
Whole Roman Empire a5 troubled and thaken. 
For as tve prophane noueltie of the eArrians , 
like an infernall furie , had gained , or rather 
znuegled the Emperour , the Chiefe miniſters 
of Court ſoone rentred , and then began to con- 
ſume all, diſtlnrbe the priuate as the publike , 
ani the ſacred as the prophane. «And without 
any diſtinflion of the good from the bad , the 
true from the falſe , ſirike at the Chiefe, as at 
their enemies. Heere Yere maried Women abuſed, 
Y:doves plundered Virgins violated, monaſteries 
aemolisht , the Clergie men caſt forth of their 
houſes, the Deacons beaten , the Prieſts banisht, 
the priſons and dungeons full of Saints and ſer- 
wants of Gol , and numbers of them forc'd to 
Wander wp and downe like pilerimes day and 


night, they not being permitted to enter into | 


any village or towne , were;nece/ſitated to ſecure 
themſelues in deſerts, denns, and caues , amon 
the Rocks and wilde beaſtes , conſumed wit 
hungar and nakednes,and euen dead aline , en- 


. fled their days in a litter bappines : Theſe are 


vincentius wordes, a moſt oraue autor, who 
liucd aboue a thouſand yeares ſince. Saint 


Bafile confelleth , that this perſecution was | 


ſuch, as he ivdged it to be the beginning | FORE” 
the Apoſtacie which Saint Paul ſpeaketh of 
in an Epiſtle to the Theſlalonians : and Saint I a yy, 1 
lerome in an Epiſtle faith , that excepting azz A 


Anaſtaſius. and Paulinus all the eaſt was tain- 
ted with Arrianiſme. In this time , therfore, 
of ſo much difficulrie , of ſuch and ſo great 
afficion,wherin the whole Cathohke Church 
was plunged, God 1aiſed Saint Hilarie , and 
armed him, with his ſpirit and wifedome, {or 
the conſolation of affi&ed Catholikes , a 
bridle and torment of Heretikes ,and for to 
triumphe without armes , oucr the armes and 
power of Emperours,and to giue the world 
to know that there is no power againſt God, 
nor force againſt truth. The firſt thing that 
Saint Hilarie did againſt the heretikes was, 
to write a declaration of the Catholike faith, 
and {end it toa Conuenticle, that Saturninus 
Biſhop of Arles , (a chicfe leader of the Ar- 
rians ) called at Bezicrs in the Province of 
Languedoc in Fiance ; becauſe that Councile 
not being legitimate, Saint Hilarie would not 
appeare at it ; but writ a very learned treatiſe 
and with very pregnant reaſons , and citati« 
ons of holy ſcripture illuſtrating the Catho- 
like truth, and the equality of the eternall 
word with his father : and ſent it to that Sy- 
nagoguc , that ſo they mightread and know 
the truth , and confeſſion of their faith. The 
heretikes endeauoured to ſuppreſie and con- 
ceale this booke of the Saint , ( as they vieto 
do in all thoſe things that oppoſe their per- 
uerſe dofrine)and iudging Saint Hilarie to 
be the greateſt enemie they had in thoſe 
weltctn parts,and that if they could ouerthrow 
him that was ſo ſtoute and valiant a Champion 
and waged ſo fierce war againſt them , it 
would much encourrage their partie , and 
they ſhould obtaine a viAoric , and become 
matters of the field, they procured the Empe= 
rour Conſtantius to baniſh him from his 
Church ,and place him out of their fight. Thus 
by the Ewperours command he was ſent an 
exile into ghrygia, a province of Aſia : at that 
time were likewiſe baniſhed Saint* Denis 
Biſkop of Milan , and Saint Euſebius Biſhop 
of Verceils. Saint Hylaric much reioyced when 
the newes was brought him of his baniſhment: 
for as he deſired nothing more then to ſufter 
for Icſus Chriſt , he accepted it as a great 
fauour and ſingular guiſt of his, tobe baniſh't 
his contrey , his frends , and acquaintants,and 
be abſented fiom them, for to approach the 
necrer to God. Fower yearcs the holy Biſhop 
remained in this baniſhment which though 
troubleſome, he tooke pleaſure in;where(Adon 
faith) he wrote twelue bookes fo high and 
profound of the Trinitie , vntill ynexpe&edly 
he was called to a Councile by command of 
Conſtantius the Emperor to aſſemble at the 
Citic ot Seleucia in Liauria, he was ſommoned 


againſh. 
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againſt the Emperours will , for —_— giucn 
— —_ tus conſent in generall to his miniſters , to 
I3, wo call all the Biſhops to the Councell, among 


| petitioned for, and that it ſhould come to a 
diſputation , their wicked ignorance would x. 
be made to appeare ,and that they ſhould not 11yya, 


kl 


Pl 


the reſt they ſummoned Saint Hilaric as a 
Biſhop , not taking notice of his baniſhment, 
and diſgrace with the Emperour. But it was 
a particular prouidence of our Lord , as Seuc- 
rus Sulpitius faith , that he ſhould not be 
wanting in that Councell (where were to be 
treated ſuch high difficult things , and in 
regard of heretickes, matters of faithſo con- 
teited) whom the ſame Lord had choſen to 
be the light , guide and defender therof. Saint 
Hilarie going to the Councell , he happened 
by the way to baptiſe a gentle-woman Flo- 
rentia by name, that was a heathen, and her 
Father Florentius and all his familic ; for the 
young woman enlightued by God, knew him 
and gaue knowledge of him to others , and 
begged of him to giue her Baptiſme : and at 
ter allowed him into France , ſaying , that 
ſhe was to eſteeme more of that father that 
had bepott her in Chriſt by Baptiſme : then 
that father that had begott her by the fleſh. 
Then came Saint Hilarie to the Councell of 
Seleucia, with great. contradiftion and repug- 
nancie of the Arrian Biſhops: who in horror, 
and dread which they had of him , procured 
rather to diffame him , and to demand of him 
a reaſon of his faith , and ofthe other Biſhops 
of France (for ſuch vie to be the wiles and 
deceipts of the heretikes) but when the Saint 
had given ther a reaſon and account of his 
dofrine, and what chey interrogated him of, 
they were confounded, and by his authoritic, 
zeale and wiſcdome, ſuchthings were treated 
of in that Councell as conduced to the con- 
firmation and eſtabliſhment of our holy fayth, 
with great contradiQion and diſlike of the 
heretikes : and the Saint himſclfe wrote what 
ow in that Councell of Seleucia : and it is 


aid: that he writ it as an eye witnes, By the 


Councell were ſent ſome Embaſſadors to 
Conſtantinople, to giue an account vnto the 
Emperour of what they had done, and Saint 
Hilarie went along with them, fearing the 
heretikes would be better heard then he , and 
that they would informe one thing for an 
other , as vſually they do- 

Saint Hilarie arriued at Conſtantinople, 
petitioned the Emperour , that the better to 
manifeſt the truth, and diſperſe thoſe obſcu- 
rities which his aduerſarics would inuoluc 
him in, he would pleaſe to command that 
they might diſpute with him: for fo , ncither 
the Emperour ſhould refilt God , falſhood 
preuaile againſt truth, nor herehie againſt the 
Catholike faith. The Emperour inclining to 
condiſcend to fo iuſt a petition of Saint 
Hilarivs; Valens , and Vrfacius , the heretikes 
ptincipall Champions, fearing, that if the 
Emperour ſhould graunt what Saint Hilaric 


be able to anſwere Saint Hilaries reaſons, nor 
refiſt the force of his ſpirit :} with great craft 
and inftquation prevailed that the Emperouc 
ſhould command him ro return to his Church, 
for with that he would reſt contentedand they 
ſhoull be freed of the diſpute. Conſtantiusdid 
ſo, and commanded the holy Biſhop to goe 
back to his Church ; which he ,obcycd with 
much fadnes , for not hauing obtained the 
Martyrdome which he fo thirſted after nor left 
the caſterne Church in quict ; Eltceminy it a 
more crucll baniſhment, to live with quictnes 
in his owne countrey, then in Phrigia, where 
he had fo much to ſuffer for Iefus Chriſt. Ae 
his returt from the caſt into France,the glo- 
rious Saint Martin (who afterwards became 
Biſhop of Tours) excited by the fame of his 
vertue , and acknowledging Chriſt to be in 
this holy Door ( as he knowne him 
in the poore man , when he gaue him the 
halte of his Cloake) came to Rome to fecke 
him, and followed him into France , and was 
ordained Exorciſt by him , and with his 
counſells and examples arriued to that height 
of perfcQion, as he was eſteemed a mirror of 
lanQitie, anda ſingular miracle of the world. 
Saint Hilarie in his voyage by ſea , landed 
in an land called Galinaria, vahabitable by 
reaſon of the multitude of venimous Serpents 
which at his landing, flying from him retired 
intoCaues , as if he came to coniure them 
in the name of our Lord , and the faint fixed 
a ſtake in a certaine place of the Iſland, 
and placcdit as a boundary ,and commanded 
the Serpents not to paſſe farther and they obe- 
yed:to ſhew,the force of Gods yoyce and comr 
mand , and that his ſeruants command the 
Serpents, and are obeyed by them , though 
man refuſe obedience to the ſame God. 

It is not to be belieucd with what ioy 
and reioycing Saint Hilaric was rccciued b 
all the Catholikes ; looking on him (fait 
Saint Ierome) as a Conqueror come from the 
warres, and combates of our Lord. And the 
terror and feare which fell 
tikes, and the number of them , which by 
meanes of the do&rine , zeale and induſtric 
of Saint Hilarie , were conuerted : the ſheep 
cnioyed their ſhepheard , andthe Church of 
Poittiers their ſpouſe and Pielare 
Orphans found a father, the widows com- 
tort , the poore a remedie, the ignorant a 
maſter , the Prieſts an example , and all 
a perfe& modell of all vertue : And that the 
holie cuſtomes and admirable dodrine of St. 
Hilaric might profite the more, God wrought 
many miracles by him, which ſpred forth the 
fame of his ſanQitie through all the country 
The one was he raiſcd a dead child, thathad 
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84. The life of Saint 


— not bin Baptiſed : An other, that St. Hilarie 
-73. being in baniſhment , our Lord reucaled vat9 
I a Nv- him, that his daughter Abra whom he had leſt 
AR 1. in France , had a defire to marrie, and that a 


Hilarie Bishop. 


he.exchanged a miſerable life for an eternall ' 
to the great reſentmenr of his flock , in the 1. 
loſſe of ſo good a Paſtor but to his great ioy,and Ia xy 
heauens reioycing ; the Empire —_ gouer- Ax} 


young noble man pretended to her. And for 
that the ſaint defired hisdaughter ſhould re- 
maine a Virgin, and take Chriſt for her ſpouſe 
he writ her a letter a Saint and as a father 
in which he ſettsforth , his great deſire of her 
good , and to giue her a ſpouſe far — 
all the men vpon earth : and that he ha 

found one, that for nobilitie, beautie, riches, 
condition, greatnes , and maieſtie ; ſurpaſſed 
all thoſe the world could afford , and that to 
him he thought to eſpouſe her , and defired 
ſhe would expett and not takeany other huſ- 
band , vatill be returned vnto his houſe,and 
then he would giue him her with his owne 
hands : Abra recciued this letter with great 
ioy and content , and entertained, her ſelfe 


with the ww 15H of a husband at her Fathers 


returne , which ſhe watched for greedily.cach 


moment. The ſaint arriucd, finds his daughter 


full of the hopes he had by his letter given 
her of a ſpouſe. The Father with great tender- 
nes of hart and efficacious i. decked 
vnto her that the ſpouſe he had prouided for 
her was immortall , incorruptible;, and aboue 
all things beautifull and deuine :and defued 
her to make choice of him, to ſerue him, and 
endeauour with all her forces to pleaſe him. 


And thus hauing perſwaded it vnto her ,and | 
| having a reuclation that ſhe was in the grace 


of God , fearing that as a feeble woman fhe 
might wauer and relent, begged of our lord, 
to take her out of this life, pure and entire,in 
the flower of her virginity : and God grantred 
his requeſt , ſending a death without paine , 
or ſicknes to the daughter, and ſhe was bu- 
ried by the hands of her owne father : which 
to me ſeemeth no lefle a miracle then to raiſe 
to life a dead child; for in that he gaue life 
to the dead, that it might receiue Baptiſme, 
and in this was giuen death toa living Dam- 
ſell, that ſo ſhe might enioy the fruit of holy 
Baptiſme: the one (to wit ) he that was raiſed 
againe might after finne ; this other dyin 

was confirmed in grace, and began an cternall 


life , in the company of that ſpouſe which | 


her holy fatherhad promifed her, celebrating 
the nuptialls with the Lambe, who is the 
light, ioy, and felicitic of all ſoules that take 
him for their ſpouſe. The bleſſed Saint Hila- 
ric after this lived ſome yeares in much peace 
and quictnes, feeding his flock , and writing 
many moſt learned bookes , wherwith he 
inriched the Church : Saint Ieromemaketh 
mention of them in the booke he writ of 
Ecclehaſticall writers. And the time being 
come in which ourLotrd had determined to 
recompenſe the many great and fruitfull la- 


bors which he had yadergone for his louc, | 


ned ( as Saint Ierome faith) by Valensand Va- 
lentinian , and is according to the Romane 
Breuiary of Pius quintus , in the yeare of our 
Lord three hundred ſeauenty three , though 
SaintIercme in his Chronicle coteth his death 
in the yeare three hundred ſeauenty two and 
Trithemius in the yeare three hundred ſeauenty 
one, and Onufrius three hundred fifty two. 
And Cardinall Baronius three hundred fixty 
nine. And this laſt followes the reformed 
Breuiarie of Clement the cight. He dyed the 
thirteenth of Ianvarie : but the Church kee- 
pes his feaſt the fourteenth becauſe of the 
otaye ofthe Epiphanic. The body of Saint 
Hilarius was buried with great reſcntmenc 
and denotion: of the faithfull: and in proceſle 
of time, Tridelinus being' Abbot of the Mo- 
paſterie, where he was entcrred, he appeared 
vnto him , and commanded he ſhould tranſ- 
late it into a new Church which had bin 
built : and the Angells tooke forth his bodie, 
and tranſlated in to the new place appointed, 
as Cardinall Peter Damian rclateth , a graue 
and holy author, in a ſermon he made of his 
Tranſlation : and faith i: that he knew it by 
the relation of perſons worthy' of credite. Ss 
Icrome writes of Saint Hilarie in his booke 
de ſcript. Eccleſ, and in the Apologie a- 
gainſt Rufine, and in the Epiſtles to Floren= 
tius, to Letus, and to the great Orator, and in 
the booke againſt the Luciferians,and in other 
placcs.Seuerus Sulpitius in the ſecond booke 
of his hiſtoric. Rufinusin the ſecond booke : 
Socrates , SOzomenc. And Saint Gregoric of 
Tours, in his ſecond booke Je gloria Confeſſor: 
chap. the ſecond : Where he relates ſome mi- 
racles which God wrought by Saint Hilarie 
after his death : and Fortunatus writes a booke 
of them, where he that will may read them : 
I will relate here two only ; for that they 
haue particular inſtrufion. The one was :the- 
re weretwo Marchantsin S, Hilaries Church 
who ſaw there an Image of waxe : one of them 
ſaid, it were well to offer this Image vn- 
to the ſaint at both our coſts. The other 
did not reliſh it , for that he wovld neither 
ſpend his monic nor make that offering 2 
notwithſtanding coming both to the Altar, 
and offcring the Image,the one with a good 
will.the other vnwillingly, the Image parted it 
ſclte in two parts equally from the top to the 
bottome, and the ſaint retaining the one halfe 
caſt downe the other as reie&ing that which 
with an illwill was offered: which is as much as 
to ſay,it __ not ſo much what we offer as, 
is the good will with which itis offered vnto 
our Lord. The other is , Clodoueus King cf 
France with his Armic going to make warre 
againſt 
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The life of Saint Hilarie Bishop. 


w— gainſt the heretickes, ſaw at midnighta great 


light that came forthof ſaint HiJaries Church, 


IANY- ind made towards him , and heard a voice 
ART 


from the light , that ſaid to him , he. ſhould 
make haſt: and firſt making his prayer in the 
faid Church, he ſhould giue Battel the nextday 
ynto the enemic, and without doubt he ſhouid 
oaine the victoric: and ſo he did , and obtai- 
ned it. By which we ſce, that this glorious 
faint , was not only in. his life time an enemie 
and perſccutor of heretikes , but cucn after 
his death abhorred them. And this is the firſt 
thing we _ to refle& on in his life , and 
imitate : the hatred (I ſay) and horror he had 
of heretikes ;the feare with which we ought 
to ſhunne them . the feruor and zeale wher- 
with we arc toreſiſt and withſtand their frau- 
de , artifices, and violence, though it be to 
ſuffer trauells , dangers and torments , with 
hazard of life it ſelfe : for in this vertue , and 
conſtancic of faith, Saint Hilarie hugely ex- 
celled, vſing ſo great freedome , as aſtoniſheth 
thoſe that read his Bookes , where in is ſeene 
the ſpirit, ſeruor, and vehemencaic he treatcth 
the herctikes with, and cuen the Emperour 
Conſtantius himſelfe : to whom ſpeaking in 
one of his bookes , he hath in the beginning 
theſe wordes: 1t 7s now time to ſpeake , fince 
the time of ſilence is paſt. Lett vs attend Chriſt, 


 fince eAntichrif# ts come: Lett the Pafors 


crye 0ut, ſince the mercenaties haue taken flight: 
Lett ws expoſe our ſoules for our sheepe , for 
that the theeues bane broken in , and the bun- 
grie Lion enuirronneth them round about: with 
theſe outcries lett ws goe to martyrdome. And 
in an other place , ſpeaking of the Emperour 
he ſaith : F Yich that God bad done mee (o much 
fanor,as that 1 might haue ſerued bim,and made 
this confeſſion of my faith in the time of Nero and 
Decius , who Were ſuch cruel perſecutors of the 
Church: but wefizht againſt a diſſembling per- 
ſerutor , a ſoothing enemie , againſt Conftantins 
Antichriſt , who ſirtketh not wpon the shoulders, 
but With ſiroaking and ſmoothing on the back, 
eutts not the head of yith the ſwerd ; tut cor- 
rupts the ſoule with gold ; he frights vs not 
With the corporall fire , but ſecretly kindles the 
infernall: Confeſieth Chriſt to denye him: buildes 
wp the roofes of the Churches , and deſtroys the 
Church within : and againe : Heare , O Empe 
rour , what you are ; you ſay you area Chriſitan, 
tecomming a new ennemie to Chriſt , you doc 
repreſent unto vs «Antichriſt before the time, 
and af? hat he is to to ; you make rules of faith, 
and liue as if you bad none. You are the leader 
of prophane men , and will not hearken to the 
pious and the faithfull : you giue the Bizhop- 
riks ro your creatures , and place the Wicked in- 
ſreed of ehe good: you umpriſon thepriefts ,make 
the Church tremble With your fouldiers , com- 
mand aſiemblies 'of Councells to the end that the 
jaihbfull may fall into impicty. «And holdins 


the Prieſts as enſlauedin a Citie, terrifye them 


Vith threats , Weaken them With bungar , conſu- 
me them W:th the rigor of the winter , and with 
diſſumulations ruine and peruert them : in ſo 
mutch as We ſee your sherp-shinne , when ve 
knov 304 are Within 4 rauenons Woolfe. Other 
words like theſe the ſaint vtters with great 
libertie and zeale ; by which we ſce , how.: 
little he eſteemed his life and how little 
ought all the Biſhops and Prelates valew 
it , when the integritie of faith, or defence of 
our holy Religion is in queſtion. And ſo much 
the more this ſo vehement ſpirit of Saint Hi- 
laricis to be admired, by how much his mce- 
kenes did abonnd : for which Ruffinus pray- 
ſeth him particularly : but a man ought to be 
mecke in his priuate injuries, yett bold 'and 
zcalous where God is concerned. Another 
vertue we haue to imitate in this faint, which 
is, the valew and eſtecme of chaſtitic , fince 
this glorious ſaint eſteemed it ſo , that leaſt his 
daughter wight come to looſe the rich and 
inci{timable Ieyell of her virginitic , he prayed 
and obtained of our Lord , to take away her 


life, as we haue rclated, to giue her that of 


ctcrnitie : which God graunt vs all, by the 
merites ofthis moſt holy and glorious, Doctor. 
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14 He Life of Saint Felix Priet of _ 


ND Nola , Saint Paulinus , Biſhop of , 4. 


2 the ſame Citic writ in Latin ver- 
ſe 3 and venerable Bede tianf- 

&{ lated into Proſe , in. ranner fol- 
lowing: The father of Saint Felix was natiue 
of Syria, and named Hcrmia, He caime to liue 
in Italy , and toocke a houſe in the Citie of 
Nola , which is in the Province of Ca ia 
about five leagues from Naples. Hc had®two 
ſonnes, the one was called Hermias as the 
father , the other Felix, which is the ſaint 
we fpcake of. The father being dead , the 


' fonne Hermias became a fouldicr , and 
| followed the warres vader the Emperors ſtan- 


dart: But Felix to become in cfe&t what his 
name imported that is Happie, refolued to 
tollow the enſcignes of the Chiefe Emperour, 


| and the King of kings Ieſus Chriſt and con- 


temning all carthly things , to ſeeke diligen- 
tly after thoſe of heauen. To which end he 
gaue the moſt ot his ſubſtance to the poore, 
Applycd himſclfe to the feruice of the Church, 
and there was made Lefor and Exorciſt, 
with ſuch a ſpirit and vertue, as he caſt forth 
Deuills out of the bodies which they tormen- 
ted and poſſeſlcd ; and in fine mounted to the 


degree 


IANVA. 


86 


= degree of a Prieſt , profiting'the people no | 
14. lefle with his excellent doctrine, then by the 
Iany- Example of his holy life. There aroſe in his 


AR. 


Rifle and extinguiſh it. The Emperovrs Mi- 


' Chriſtians for to ſeize on them as their booty, 


- themſclues to the Emperows will , ſeeing , 
thoſe they tooke for their maiſtersand guides, 


old in yeares as wellasin wy and vertuous 


more eaſe make their prey ypon the whole 


time a horrid and moſt greeuous perſecution 
againſt the Church of Chriſt ,' cauſed by 
the heathen Tyrants, who laboured, by cruel! 
torments and vaheard of kindes cf death, to 


niſters came to Nola , and ſought after (as of 
cuſtome } the chief heads and guides of the 


cither to draw them to their wickednes ( it 
they could) or if not, to torment and dil- 
member them, that fo the reſt might render 


cither overcome, or killed with ſo much crue]- 
tic,and ſothey might prevaile with them by 
force and feare, in that which love and ſweetnes 
could not perfwade. Atthis time;was Biſhop of 
Nola a holy perſon ,named Maximvs,waxed 


cuſtomes; of a venerable aſpe@, zealous ,pru- 
dent, and of a high , and Chriſtian ſpirit; 
who vnderſianding the intent and furie ot: 
thele Miniſters of Sathan , and of their com- 
ming to Nola, and. that. he himſclfe was to 
be the firſt expoſcd to their rage , that ſo, the 
Paſtor being ſtruck and layne, they might with 


flocke of our lord ; he began to bethinke 
himſelſe what might be beſt for him to do, 
whether, to permitte himſelte to be taken,and 
dye ( as he defired) for Chriſt , or conſerue” 
himſclfe for a beuter occaſion, that he might 
not therby endanger his flock. In this doubt, 
myſing with himfclfe, he ſaid : To liuc amidſt 
{o many dangers ,is not certainly to liue, buc 
to be continually dying , and to be ſubic& to 
a thouſand deaths without euer dying. All 
that which quickly paſſeth,is cafie to be born, 
though it ſeeme never ſo greeuous ; if I pre- 
ſent my ſelfe to theſe impious winiſters, the 
— me but once , and by deat 
wilf open vnto me a way vnto the true life ; 
but it 1 hide my ſelfe, I ſhall have no repoſe 
nor quict, being forced to live among ſauage 
beaſts, without 1tlaxation or ſolace,To fight is 
ccrtaine death and the ſhorter : to flye , is the 
longer and more doubtfull : the one will at 
once free me of all troubles and miſcries of 
this life , the other is to endure a long time 
without cuer making an cnd. To ſuffer Mar- 
tyrcome, is profitable for me : to abſent my 
ſelfe will be profitable, and peraduenture ne- 
ceſlarie for my flock. But then why ſhould I 
wore looke after my owne good , then that 
of my charge ? Our Lord faid vnto his Apoſ- 
tles , that when they perſecuted them in one 
Citic they ſhould flye into ariogher : accor- 
ding to which my flight is lawtull and ſecure; 


The life of Saint Felix, Pricſt of Nola. 


and ior what 1 amable to iudge of the ſtate of | 


things, it will be profitable for my people : 


and ſo waving lelie intereſt, lett vs purſue 


the geod of others. And though we deſne to I, 


dye for Chriſt, lett vs now liue for the lou 
of Chriſt , that he may giue vs ſeme other 
occaſion to dye for him : With this reſoiution 
the good Biſhop recon mer.ded his ficck vnto 
Felix , and retired himſelfe zmorpg the moun« 
taines andplaces more inacccſlible and tecute, 
When the Yerſecutors could not find the Bi- 
ſhop , they fell vpon Saint Felix who wasthe 
ſecond Rocke and pillar of that Chiiſtianitie, 
They tcoke him, loaded him with bolts and 
irons, and not being able to cuercome him 
by faire words nor promiſes , nor fright him 
with threates , they caſt him into a very dark 
priſon , and that he might not ſleepe , nor reſt, 
they ſtrewed the floore with ſFarpe pottſhards. 
In the interim that Felix was thus in priſon, 
the good Biſhop Maximus though free in body, 
could not exempt himſelfe from the loue and 
care of his ſheep,and other moleſtations which 
he ſuffered ; tor calling to minde his flock , he 
ſo pincd in the thought ,that no priſcn, fire, 
nor dcath it ſelfe ſeemed to him ſo bitter , as 
was his abſence from thoſe whom God had 
committed vnto his charge : and although 
he much confided in the vertueand courage of 
Felix , yett he ſtill feared the ſheepe would 
ſuffer by the abſence of their Paſtor, In this 
reſpe&, and out of a feruent defire which he 
had to piue his life for Chriſt , he often had 
thoughts of returning to the Citie ; but our 
Lord choſe an other way for the good Biſhop 
to glonifye him in , and quitt him of that 
thought. Another aflition aroſe , he found 
nothing to cate , nor wherwith to ſuſtaine 
nature; aud being now in a declining age, the 
winter {caſon , and very ſharp, the groundall 
coucred with froſt and ſnow , he grew bc» 
nummed with cold. Here were at the ſame 
time , the two ſaints aboue meaſure afflitcd; 
the one old , the other young , the one a 
Biſhop the other a Prieſt : the one at libertic 
the other captive. The holy Biſhop , afflifted 
with hungar, andthe Prieſt with his fetters and 
chaines : they both ſtood in neede of deuine 
ayde and fauor; And the good God who is 
benigne , and neuer abandonneth thoſe that 
conhde in him, relicucd them in thisgmanner : 
An Angell came into the Priſon where Saint 
Felix was , and filled the roome with great 
Reſplendencie ; which the Saint alone ſaw ,to 


'whom only he was ſent : he heard a voyce 


that ſaid vnto him : that he ſhould riſe and 
$0 forth of the priſon. He tooke it to be a 

came , as it happened to Saint Peter, wken 
he was Herods priſoner: but when the Angell 
commanded him to ariſe and follow him , he 
found himſelfe freed of his chaines, and began 
tofollow the Angell, the doores of the priſon 
opening , which to the reſt were ſhutt, The 
Angell 
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The life of Saint Felix, Prieſt of Nola. 


Angell went before, and felix followed, vatil! 
they came to. the Mountaine where the good 


z ny- Biſhop Maximus was layd flatt on the ground, 
a81, frozen and pined with hungar , with cdld ; 


and old age, with an aſpe& more reſſembling 
a dead then a liuing man. Saint Felix caabra- 
ced him , but finding him ſtiffe with colde , 
and without fecling , he began to giue him 
warmth with his breath , procuring to reco- 
uer him to life againe it it might be ; And 
finding all his endeauors in vaine , returncd 
to prayer (the vniuerſall remedie of all cuilis) 
_ beſeeched our Lord to ſuccour him in 
that ſo great neceſſity : and ftraitways he eſ- 
pied a cluſter of Grapes hung on a bramble, 
which he tooke as ſent trom heauen ; and ta- 
king of the grapes ſqueeſed the iuyce of them 
and lett drop into the holy Biſhops mouth, 
who with that liquor came to himlelfe , ope- 
ned his eyes , moued his Lippes , and began to 


praiſe God , and then to complaine of Saint 


Felix. for having tarried ſo long care hecame, 
our Lord hauing promiſed him, chat he ſhould 
ſaccor and viſite him. Who will now bedifh- 
dent in his ſufferings, of the aſſiſtance of ſo good 
a God ? who, though in the whales Belly , as 
Ionas was, will diffide or be deie&ted,knowin 

that Godis powerfull to draw him forth? _ 
though he mortihe him , leaues him not with- 
out life , and when he letts man finke 
into the deepeſt Abyſle , drawes bim forth, 
raiſeth him , comforteth and encourrageth 
him ? The Angell delivers Felix out of priſon, 
becauſe he , like to an other Angell , ſhould 


deliver Maximus from death, and that extrea- * 
me diſtrefle he was in. Theſe two faints had | 


many ſweet and pious communications to- 


gether , and at lalt refolued to return to the 


Citic , for the conſolation and aſſiſtance of the 
faithfull. The holy old man was ſo weake and 
f{ceble as he could not walke , and no com- 
moditie could there be tound to carrie bim, 
yett charitic (to which nothing is unpoſſible) 
gauc to Felix ſtrength, to enable him to beare 
him on his ſhoulders, moucd with loue, com- 
paſſion , and hope of the great fruit which 
the ſoules of the faithfull might receiue by 
the preſence of their Biſhop, and Paſtor, 


The holy young. man then , tooke the } 


good old man on his ſhoulders , and went 
away ſo lightly as it he had not felt his weight, 
and brought him ſecretly into the Citie ; deli- 
ucring him vnto the care of a good old wo- 
man who was alone left in the Biſhops hou- 
ſe , and he hid himſelfe vatil} the tempeſt 
was blowne ouer : and then they both appea- 
red in publike , vifited and conſolated the 
faithfull ; who by reaſon of the paſt perſecu- 
tion ſtood in neede of helpe and Counlcll. 
But this calme and quiet. which God 
ſent to the Citie of Nola laſted not, for pre- 
ſently the ſeas began to ſwell againe , and 


the waues of perſecution beatas high as euer* 
The Emperours miniſters returned to the Ci- 
tic, and hearing that Felix was the Chief 
leader of the Chriſtians, they firſt of all ſought 
him: and ft-und him in the markett place , 
but knew himnot- They asked Felix himſelfe, 
it he knew Felix the Prieſt : and be anſwered 
that by his face he knew him-not , as was 
truth (tor no man can ce his owne tace)and 
hndingihat they made fearch tor kim, he Fept a 
hde and hid himſelf in a place that he thought 
ſatc and jecret: the miniſters vederſtanding by 
others that he whom they ſpake with ail, was 
that Felix whom they ſought for,made haſt after 
him , and light on [the very place where he 
was hidd. But that we ſFould ſee the exquiſite 
and admirable meanes by which God vſeth to 
aſſiſt and defend his ſeruants, the hole where 
he was , was ſuddenly conered ouer with 
a ipiders web, ſo thick and cloſe , as they 
could not ſce nor diſcouer him. And thinking 


themſelues abuſed , not finding whom they 


ſought for , they went away much vexed 
and confounded : for to teach vs ( ſaith Saint 
Paulin) that when God is with vs, the ſpiders 
webbes are ſtrong walls, and when not, the 
thickeſt walls auaile no more in our defence 
then ſpiders webbs. Who would not ſerue 
then, ſo powerfull a lord, ſo carefull of thoſe 
that ſerue him , finding out ſuch maruclous 
meanes to prote& them? the perſecutors retur- 
ned that night , and Saint Felix was preſer- 
ued to fing that verſe of the Pſalme : A4lthongh 
1 waltke in the middeſt of the shadow of death I 
vill not feare enills : becauſe thou art With met. 
And the faint ſought furthet into the ruines 
of certaine buildings,where he lay fix months, 
according to Paulinus, without being knows 
ne or ſeeae. And that we ſhould admire the 
more and praiſe Gods prouidence in proui- 
ding ſuſtenance for his ſervant all that time ; 
cloic by , where Saint Felix was, there dwelt 
a devoute woman , who. inſpired and 
moued by the fame Lord , every day ( not 
knowing what ſhe did, nor for whom) placed 


- bread and other victualls which ſhe prouided 


for her owne familie , in that corner where 
Saint Felix was , thinking ſhe had putt them 
in her owne houſe , and in this manner ſhe 
luſtained him ,not knowing whom ſhe relic- 
ucd., remembring curry day to putthe meate 
there ,and yett never remembring that ſhe 
had done it : which is a rare and maruclous 
example. And thathe might not want drinke, 
Godſcnt cuery day into a broken trough hard 
by , ſuch a quantitic of dew , as he might 
drinke and refreſh himſclfe, And in thismanner 
he lived fix months apart from all company, or 
communication of men , but inrecompenſe he 
was comforted with Angells, and viſited 'by 
God himſelfe, vatill the torme ceaſed , and 
the ſeasgrew calme againe , then came Saint 

Y Felix 
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The life of Saint Felix, Prieſt of Nola. 


Felix forth of his retirement , and todo what 
he was accuſtomed, that was, to preach , and 


Ianya, exhortthe people to good life:who ſeeing him 


ſo vnexpeRedly, honored and reuercnced him 


as if he had-come from hceauen. At this time 


Biſhop Maximus dycd , conſumed with old 
age , and the paines he -had vndergone for 
Chriſt. And aow every one looked vpon St. 
Felix, to be their Biſt.op and Paſtor : But he 


. was ſo humble , as he perſw3led the people to 


chooſe Quintus for their Biſhop, a Clergie- 
man ofa very faint!y life : who had bin made 
Prieſt ſeauen days before him, alleaging it was 
his due, as well for aduancing him in Prieſt- 
hood, as for his rare parts, andinſo doing the 
pocple might enioy oth his labors, and thoſe 
of Quintus, and for one they ſhould have two 
to aſſiſt and ſerue them for the faluation of 
their ſoules, and ſoit was done : Quintus 
acceptcd the gouernment of that Church,and 
Felix continued in his preaching and aſſiſtance 
of the new Biſhop to ſuppost the burden of 
his dignitie, | 

As the humilitic of Felix was great , ſo 
was the loue he bore to holy pouertic no 
lefſe , which he well ſhewed, when he difſtri- 
butcd the greater pat of his patrimony to 
the poore, liuing in great temperance , con- 
{cruing a very imall part for himſelfe , and 
diſpencing to the poore at the end ſtill of 


' every yeare all the remaining ouerplus. But 
much more was it ſeene by what he did after 


the perſecution was ceaſed : for during the 
time it laſted, all his goods were ſeized on 
and conhicated, and ſale made of them, after 
when tires grew quiet, and that the Church 
gan to cnioy peace and ſettlement , Saint 
Eclix was aduiſed , that he ſhould den:and 
iuſtice for his goods, as others had done, who 
had demanded and recoucred them : but his 
22{were was of the true ſpirit of a faint : 
God forbid T should poſſeſse thoſe 9p againe, 
Which 1 once leſt for Teſur Chriſt his ſake , nor 
that I 5hould conet thoſe riches of the earth Which 
T baue forſaken , that I might the better pþo/- 
ſeſse the treaſurs of beauen, And ſo he fedd him- 
jelfe with the fruits of a little garden which 
hc manured , together with ſome very ſmall 

lott more , with his owne handes without 
Felp of alaborcr. And when any thing aboun- 
ded t'was for the poore,and not for himſelfe;he 
never had but one ſute of apparell , and if he 
had: another giuen him, he preſently beſtowed 
it on him that had neede. With-this ſanitie 
Saint Felix lived many yeares , being no leſſe 


happy by his great merites, then by his name. 


In fne he dyed the forteenth of Tanuwary , or to 
ſay b<tter, he began toliue a bleſſed andeter- 
nall life, the manifeſt teſtimonics wherof, were 
the many and great miracles which God 
wrought by him, that from diuerſe parts of 


the world the faithfull came in pilgrimaze, [ 


— 


vnto his'ſepulcher to obtaine graces and fa- 
uors by his interceſion : And Damaſus ay 2 
compoſed verſes , giving thankes for the fa- 
uors which God had beſtowed on him through 
his prayers. Among other miracles that God 
wrovgat by this ſaint, ſome were to diſcouer 
the hidden truth , and which by other meanes 


could not be aucrred : for when therewere 


vehement ſuſpicions, that ſome one had com- 
natted a f.,ule tac, and the accuſed denic4J it, 
and it could not be proucd , they led him to 
Sain! Felix his tombe , that there he ſhould 
ſweare , and diſcouer the truth : and if he 
ſwore talſe, he was viſibly puniſhed : wherof 
Saint Auguſtin maketh mention in his Epiſ- 
tles. And he addes , that heſent from Africa 
to the Citty of Nola }, one of his Clergie, 
who being taxed of ſome greeuous crime , 
denicd it ,and was brought before the ſaints 
tombe , that the truth might be manifeſted 
and the accuſed cleered of the infamie, For 
the ſpace of many yeares and ſome ages, 
there diſtillea from the bodie a celeſtiall liquor, 
which healed and cured many ſorcs and infir- 
mities, 

There be many admirable things (as we 
haue ſcene} in the life of this ſaint, for which 
we ought to praiſe God, as are , his having 
bin *deliuered out of priſon by an Angell, 
carrying. him to the Mountaine where his 
Biſhop lay periſhing : A Bunch of Grapes 
created for his refreſhment : he was prote&ed, 
by a Cobweb , from thoſe that ſought to 
kill him , ſuſtained by a woman ſo many ma- 
nths in that miraculous manner. But there be 
others no leſſe maruelous of his heroicall ver- 
tues, which we ought to endeauour to imitate, 
elpecially that feruorous and cordiall charitic, 
with which, negle&ing himſelefe he carried 
the Biſhop on his ſhoulders ;and the humilitie, 
with which after his Paſtors death , he refuſed 


the dig: itie : and that high and admirable ſpi- 


rit ofpouertie, wherwith he deſpiſed the goods 
of the earth, tor to gaine thoſe of heauen : 
and he eſteemed gaine the loſfſe of what he 
had hcre , for to obtaine and poſleſſe that 
which is the ſumne ofallthings, and p:rfe& 
telicitic of thoſe that ſerue God , and fuffer 
for his loue. Saint Paulinus maketh mention 
of this ſaint, who( as we ſaid) compoſed his 
life in verſe ,and Bede writitin proſe, And 
Saint Auguſtin in his Epiitle one hundred 
thirty ſeaucn and in the booke De cara pro 
mortuts, and Saint Gregory of Tours in his 
booke of the gloric of the Martyrs. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Paul the firſt Hermite , Confeſsor. 


yz <4 He life of Saint Pavl the firſt 
ale NF Hermite , taken out of Saint Ie 
| a rome is in this manner; Saint 
>): Antony in the deſert living an 

ﬀ. Angellslife vpon carth,and arri- 
uing now to the age of threeſcore and ten 
ow , an imagination came into his head,as 
e Was a man and he began to thinke, 
whether any man had euer liued 1n the wil- 


dernes fo long as he had done ; or was 


cquall to him in perfe&ion, and merits. God 
permitting this thoughtin him, for what after 
—_ for the night after our lord reuea- 
led vnto him , that there was one that much 
ſurpaſſed him; whom he ought to ſeeke after 
and viſite, preſently , when it grew morning. 
the holy old man, reſolued to ſceke after him 
he knew not where, and ſupportiog his feeble 
limbes with a ſtaffe , he went forth of his 
conuent , and began a voyage he wiſt not 
whither. He walked vntill midday ,and al 
though the ſunnes heate annoyed him, he 
defiited not for all that to go on , ſaying : 1 
confide in God that he will ſhew me this ſcr- 
vant of his, which he hath promiſed. Hardly 
had he faid ſo, when there appeared betore 
him a monſter, halfe a man and halte a horſe 
which the Poets call a Hypocentaure ; And 
arming himſelfe with the figne of the Crotle, 
he asked him where that teruant of God did 
dwell, whom he did ſceke and the nionſtcr 
hauing pointed ynto him the way with his 
hand, made a ſudden flight from him and hid 
himſelte in the woods ; He paſſed on , and 
cntring into a profound valley , he faw an 
other Find of monſter , in the figure of a 
dwarfe with writhed noftrills, two little horns 
on his forchead , and the feete of a goate : 
and having demanded him , who he was, and 
heard his anſwere , lamented deeply , that 
the beaſts knew God , ant men eſteemed beaſts 
for God , and melting with compaſſion of 
what the monſter had anſwered , went on 
his way , and centred the deſert , not diſcoue- 
ring any thing but the footingsof beaſts nor 
knowing which way to turn, nor what to do 

to hna. out him he ſought for. He ſpent two 
days in this perplexitic , and the nights in 
prayer; with confidence always *, that God 

would not forſ.ke him :and the third day he 

perceived a woalfe a farre of , on the de 
of amountaine ,panting with heat and drouth, 
Hefollowed it with hus eyes fo far as he could 


| 


cloſe by a caue , and he began curiouſly to 


oy 


| and when the woolfe diſappeared, there was ___. 


I5» 


looke into it, not being able to delcrie any 1 a wy- 


thing , it was fo very darke. But becauſ?, as 
the holy Ghoſt faith : Perfe? charity expelleth 
feare ; Saint Antonie , pace, by pace , entred 
in, liſtning often ithe could heate any motion 
within :at laſt he eſpied the glimpſe of a lighe 
a far of; and as he perceived it he haſtcd, 
with joy , but ſtumbled on a ſtone , which 
made a ne. Saint Paul hearing it, preſently 
ſhutt his doorc ,that before was open , and 
barred it. Then did Saint Antonic caſt him- 
lelte on the ground at the doore , and there 
lay vatill midnight , begging with great in- 
{tance that he would open the dooxe , and 
ſaid :I am well aſſured that you know who 
I am, from whence, and wherfore I come : 
and I alſo know that I do not deferue 
to ſce you: but if you pleaſe to belicue me 
I will not ſticre from hence, vntill I do fee 
you. You' recciue the beaſts ,and expell men? 
I have ſought you, and I haue found you. I 
beg at your doore , that you would open it 
vato me ; which if yougrant me not, here I 
will dye, atleaſt you will burie my body when 
I am dead: To theſe ſo fenhible words, min- 
gled with ſobbsand teares Saint Paul anſwered 
trom within , in this manner. None deman- 
des fauor with threates, nor do 1niurics with 
teares ; If thou conmmeſt todye, why doſt thou 
maruel that I receiue thee not: and having 
laid this ſmiling , he opened the doore, and 
they embraced each other with great tender- 
nes and 'loue; faiuting cach other by name , 
as it they had bin of long acquaintance : and 
gauc God thankes who ad dence them that 
tauor, After their kinde embracements , and 


+ kifle of peace , Saint Paul fate downe with 


Antonue, and {pake thus : Loe here Iam whom 
thou haſt'ſought with fo great paines : behold 


thele limbes now euen rotten with age: behold 


me all wtinkled and covered with white 
haire : behold the man that muſt quickly re» 
turn to duſt, Ahd becayſe charitie endureth 


all things , beſides the paines thou haſt taken . 


to ſecke me out, I would taske thee further, 
td acquainte me of what paſſeth in the world? 
who golierns it? In what condition is huma- 
nc kinde. Are there yett people that adore the 
deuills ? Of all which Saint Antonie gave him 
a particular account, and then he asked Saint 
Paul, what occaſioned his comming into the 
delert ? how long he had lived in it ? what 
yearcs he bore? with what manner of lite he 
had paſſed away fo long a time: and St. Paul 
to fatisfye Saint Antonys deſire ', informed 
him of his life , and ſaid , that. wheras in 
the time of Decius and Ualcrian the Church 
was much perſecuted in Egypt and Thebais 
wherhe had bin born, his parents dyed, when 
he was but fifteenc yeares old , well In 
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. out of a couetous rinde would fell it, and 


| lowing they ſpent in prayer. The morning 


'mountaine I found a great caue,that was cloſed 


The life of Saint Paul the 


in the Greeke and Egyptian litterature , and | 
had a ſiſter alcedy married : and to fly that 
ſorme , and be more abſcnted from danger, 
and ſecure from the Tyrants furie, 1 bad reti- 
red my ſelfe vnto a countrey houſe , where I 
found my ſelfe lefſe ſecure , by reaſon of my 
brother in law who married my ſiſter , that 


deliver it into the hands of iuſtice , and be- 
tray him whom he ovght to have bin guardian 
vato , notwithſtanding his . wives  difwa- 
fon with tcares, the nectealliance, and what 
moſt imports , the fearc of God , who bchol- 
deth from heaven all that we doe , and re- 
wards and puniſheth it. When I ſaw this, and 
the crueltie of the terrible perſecution, when 
Chriſtians were ſought after to be diſmem- 
bred and put to death in fo crucll a manner, 
I reſolued to flye from the tyrants , ard my 
brother , vntill the cloude was paſt , and ina- 
king a vertue of neceſſity , zetired into this 
deſert , ſearching from one place to an other 
where to hide me, and at laſt in the fide ofthis 


with a ſtone, which I tooke away , and out 
of a dcfite and cyriofity to ſee what was in 
it, I entred , and found a Palme tree, and a 
fountaine of cleere water : and me thought 
God had made cofter vnto me of that place, 
to dwelland abide in, and ſo Iremainedin it, 
clothing my ſclfe with the palme leaues, | 
cating of 1ts fruits, and drinking the water 
of the fountaine ;and here hauc I liued wholy | | 
ſeparate from mankinde, but much conſolated | 
and fauored of God. In theſe diſcourſes, one | 
Saint giving the other an account of himieite, 
and of what he defired to know , there came 
a Raucn, and perched vpon a tree neere at 
band |}, and thence flew gently , and placed 
before Saint Paul and Saint Antonie a loafe 
of bread and flew away : Saint Paul faid ro 
Saint Antonie : blefled be God , who hath 
ſent vs to cate, know brother Antonie, that 
for threeſcore yeares this bird hath dayly 
brought me, at noone, my portion of bread, 
which now he hath doubled in bringing a 
whole loafe : They both gaue thankes to God 
who as a merciſull and carefull father had pro- : 
uided for them: and comming to deuide the 
bread , there began an humble contention , 
who of the two ſhould part it : Paul concci-+ 
viig that it belonged to Antony as 2 gueſt, 
And Antony that t'was Pauls priuiledge as 
the elder. And they ſpent ſometime in this 
pious ſtrite ; at laſt», one beginning at one 
file and the other at an other, they parted it 
and cate , and dranke of the fountaine of 
water, and Pray (ed God , and the night fol- 


nt 


being come, Saint Paul ſpake to Saint Antony 
in this manner : I have along tine knowne 
of your dyelling in theſe delerts, and God 


firſt Hermite Confeſlor. 


did promiſſe me to giue you vnto me for. a 
companion : But now that my ſo much de- 
fired time is come , that I ſFall be difincumbred 
of mortalfic ſb , and fee the face of my lord Ie- 
{usC hriit,be hath ſenrthee for my conſolation, 
and that thov 1 ouldeſt putt vnder ground 
this deſpicable toty , and tideearth in earth. 


| This fo ſoftned 4ntonics hart , that he ſob'd 


in tcares , and. began to beg of Saint Paul 
not 10 leave him , but take him with him in 
that bleſſed iourncy (for the ſaints hold life to 
be a paine , and death a favor) to which Saint 
Paul anſwers : Doe vet loue that which 'God 
would not have :nor fceke thine owne profit, 
but that 'ot thy bretheren ; it would be good 
for thee to quitt this cumbrous weight of 
fleſh , and aſcend the eternall habitations ; 
but it is conucnient thou ſhouldeſt live for 
thy bretheren , to teach and ayde them by 
thy examplc : wherfore I requeſt thee that 
thou gocit preſemily ( if thou thinke it not 
troubleſome) and bring me that mantle which 
Athana fius gaue thee , to wrap wy body in, 
and buric it: and Paul faid this, not out of 
any Care he tooke to haue his body buried, 
nzked or covered, having lived ſo many yeares 
without giuing other couering to' his body 
then a tew Pajme leaucs tack'd together , but 
that Antony being, abſent, might not be to 
much troubled at his death ; and alſo to ſhew 
that he foilowed the faith of Athanafius which 


was truly Catholique, which at that time was 


itrongly oppugned by the Arrian heretikes, 
and dcticnded with no leffe courage , by that 
valiant fouldiar of Icfus Chriſt. Antony 


| wondered much , to heare Saint Paul ſpeake 
| of Athanaſivs, and his mancle:and knowing 
| therby that Chriſt dwelled in Saint” Paul, and 
| reuerencing God jn him, dared not-to gaine- 


lay him , but comming to him , filently wee 
ping. kifled his eyes , and his hands, and fo 
returned to his Conuent , with en anxious 
defire of comming againe , which made him 
dcuble his paces , though his wearied body, 
conſumed with avſterities could not complea- 
te his fironger deſires : yett he ſoone arriued 


at his monaſtery: where two of his — 


elpyed him, and comming towards him, faic: 
O Father , where haue you bin ſo long a 
time-; The Saint anſwered : woe to mee a 
finner , that haue only the name of a monke. 
I haue ſeene Elias , I hauc ſeene Iohn the 
Baptiſt in the deſert, and a true. Saint Paul 
in Paradiſe, Saying this and knocking his 
breaſt , he tooke & mantle out of his Cell; 
and his diſciples defiring he would expound 
to theta what he mant , he replied only ; 
There 1s a time to fpeake, and a time to hold 
ones peace : and ſo haſtned out of the houſe, 
as he forgot bimſclte, not taking any refreſh» 
ment,returning the ſame way he came, having 
hungar and thuſt only to ſee. St, Paul againe, 

whom 
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a : -* ſearing that which kappened, that God ſhould 


i; © 4th take Þis ſcule in his abſence 


: but tÞ&e next 
day when Antonie had aduanced ſome three 
kowers of his way , in great haſt and anxic- 
tic of minde, he faw among the-Quiries of 
Avgells , and amidit the Patriarks and P10- 
phets, the foule of Paul mounting the heavens, 
morewhite then ſnowe, and with an admi- 
rable and reſplendent light ; and falling to 
the ground, vpon his face, in ſigne of griete. 
weeping he ſaid : why doſt they leaue mee 
Paul ? why departedſt thou without taking 
thy leaue of mce? So late did I know , and 
ſo ſoone have I loſt thee ? The ſame Saint 
Antonie related after , that he rah with that 
{peed the reſt of the way , that he thought 
he did not goe, but rather fiye, Entring the 
Caus , he ſaw the dead bodie ypon the knees, 
the head ere&ed, handes lifted vp : and thin- 
king at firſt that he had bin alive , and at 
his prayers, he kneeled to pray by him; but 
not heating him ſigh (as he was wont when 
he praytd) perceiued that he was dead , and 
that his bodie that had bin ſo vied to that 
oſture when he was aliue, remained foafter 
21s death: and caſting himſelle vpon the face 
of the holy dead body , kiſſed it many times 
and waſhedit with teares. He wrapped vp the 
body in Athanzfius his mantle which he 
brought with him : carried it out j1ead Hymns 
and Pfalmes,vſcd for the dead according to the 
Churches Tradition, and willing to burie it , 
hc knew not how, not having wherwith to 
open the ground : He was much perplext ; 
for ſhould he return to his Convent, t'was 
three days iourney , to long a time to leaue 
the bodice alone ; and ſhould he Ray there, 
wereto aslittle purpoſe: In fine he relolued to 
tary , and ſpeaking to Chriſt ſaid * here will 
I dye Lord, and Cloſſe by this thy fouldiar 
will I breath out my laſt, Saint Antonie 
being in this diſtreſſe , there came ſuddenly 
from out the ſecret and moſt hidden parts of 
that wildernes , two Lyons running : and 
although at the firſt fight it ſtartled him, after 
turning to God , he began to ſetle , without 
feare ,as if he had behetd two ſheep ; The 
Lyons went dire&ly to Saint Pauls bodie and 
caſt themſelues at his feete wagging their 
tailes, and roared as if they had expreſt their 
mourning , ſtraite they began with their tecte 
to dipge the carth, and made a hole where 
a man might be couered : and as if they had 
vnderſtood , and demanded pay for their la- 
dour, ſhaking their cares and bowing their 
head ,they tooke their leauc of Saiat Anto- 
ny licking his fcete -and hands , and the 
Saint vaderſtanding that they asked his Be- 
nedition prayfing our Lord whom the very 
beaſts do ackaowledge , and obcy jhe faid : 


| convenient for them : and making a figne with 


his hand, ccmmanded themto depart: when 
the Lyons were gone, the koly man bowed 
his neck and tocke the dead bedy on his 
[Foulders-, put it into the ground and coues 
red it with the earth, And to be heyre of all 


the riches that Paul poſſeſſed in the world, * 


he fiript hum firſt of that coate he had made 
him of palme leaues knitt togeather , wher- 
with he had coerced his naked fleſh for fo 
many yeares, and with this treaſure he re- 
turned vnto his monaſterie , and related to 
his ditciples all that hzd paſt. And to teſtifye 


' the eſteeme he made ot that veſtment , at 


Eaſter and whitſontide he put it on to 

feaſt and reioyce in, This glorious ſaint dyed 

the tenth of Ianvarie-, 1n- the yeare three 

hundred forty three and one hundred thirteene 
of his.age, The Chyrch celebrates it the 
fifteenth of the ſame. Saint lereme concludes 
the life of faint Paul in theſe words ;I weuld 
at the erd of this life which I have writ of 
S.Panl, but aske thoſc that are ſo riche , that 
they know not What they have , and thoſe 
that build great and ſumptuous palaces ,'and 
in a itripg of pearles, or row of ſtones,carrie 
orcat tiealurs, 1] beg of them tote] tne, what 
cuer did this old , and naked ſaint want? you, 
faith he , dripke in cupps of gold , and Paul, 
out of his hands fatisfyed his thirſt ; your gar- 
x.cnts are of gold and filke , and he. had not 
to couct him to good a coate as the meaneſt 
of your ſeruantscaſt of, But the times will tur* 
ne ; to poore deſplicable Paul the heauens 
do opcn, and you all girt about with riches, 
march to Hcll ; he naked kept cleane the 
veſture of Chriſt ; and you veſted in rich ro- 
bes, hauc ſained it. Paul dwells vnder carth; 
that he may riſe to glotie ;and you in mag- 
mficent ſepulkers of laſper and marble , ſhall 
burn with your workes for ener: If you will, 
take pitty of your ſcjues, or at leaſt ſparethoſs 
riches , that you ſpend in ſo much exceſle , 
and which you loue ſo fondly. Why doe you 
lo coucr and roll yp yr dead carkaſfes in filk 
and gold : why doth not your ambition make 
anend ,with the teares and mourning of the 
buriall ? But it may be they do thinke that- 
rich folkes bodies will not rott but with 
ſilk and gold I begg of hiu that reades rhis, 


that he would but remember Ferome a finner, 


| who , ſhould God give him his choyce, had 


rather have Saint Pauls coate , with his meri- 
tes, thenthe purple of kings with theyr tor- 
ments. All theſe words arc Saint Icromes : 
which ought well to be pondered and confi- 
dered , as alfo the meancs by which God ma- 
de St. Paul fo great a faint which was the 
waick<dnes of his Brother in law , the crueltic 
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of the Tyrants , and the feare of his owne 
life ; for this was the firſt motiuc of bis run- 
ning away , and hiding himſclfe in the delert, 
making a vertue of neceſſity. And living in 
that ſolitude ſo many yeares , without ſceing 
or being ſeene of any , in pouertic and na- 
kednes , vaknowne of men, and feaſted by 
the Anpells, and by God himlſelfe. tor we can 
not belicue any thing clſe, then that he that 
lived fo Angellike , bad Angells come to vi- 
fite him, _ enduring for our lord fo tedious 
and extraordinary a martyrdome , the ſame 
{ord would favor, feaſt , and entertaine him 
in moſt high prayer and contemplation : wc 
may hereby take example, and in imitation 
of this glorious Saint , reape our 
any. affii&ion that befalls vs. And lett not feare 
of the vulgar and fraile things of this world, 
be able to diſturbe vs , for our lord with the 
aboundance of his d-uine grace , will ouer- 
core all difficulties, which we beſeech him to 
graunt vs' by the merites of this glorious 
Saint Amen. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Maurus Abbot. 


AL £ Aint Mavurus , diſciple of Saint 
10 Ks Benet , was ſonne ofa principall 
J gentleman of the order of Sena- 


" 
%.- # - 


6-4 Saint Gregory , Evicius, and of a 


Jady called Iulia, At tweluc yeares of age he | 


was offered by his father vato Saint Benet, 
that he might be brought vpin his monaſteric 
in the feare of God , and in Religious and 
holy documents. And Maurus dcliuered him- 


 felfe yp with that ſincerity vato the will of his 


holy Father and maſter , that ws. fs of 


tender yeares , he appeared old in iudgement 


.and maturity ; and in' prayer and pennance , 


an ancient and perfe&t Religious man. His 
chicfeſt ſtudic was to draw forth a lively 

atterne ofhis father Saint Benet , and imitate 
| im withall his power. And he followed him 
in faſting, watching and peanance , which 
was very ſharp , and aboyue human forces. 


And Saint Benet himſelfe as well as thereſt 


of his monks, eſteemed of him aboue the reſt 
and ſctt him tor an example, with extraor- 
dinary loue, for that he knew God had lar- 


* -gely conferred grace vpon him : yet did not 


'Maurus grow proud or vaine therwith, but | 


dayly encreaſcd in humilitie , and contempt 
of himſelfe ; that ſo he nught come forth a 
worthy diſciple of ſuch a maſter : and Go4 


working great miracles by him , manifeſted 


prohite of | 


tors , named Eutichius, or with | 


therby the ſanQitic of his life ; S, Benet being 


one day abſcnt from his conuentemployed in x; þ 


oO 
3, 


ſome woke of charitie, had left Maurus fub- I a 


 ſiture in his place , the monks brought vato , 


Maurus a childe thar was lame and dumbe, 
and laid it at his feete, with many ſobs and 
teares begging for Icſus Chriſt his ſake of him 
to cure it, and he(though with much confuſion 
and rclu&ancie ) overcome with the parents 
importunitics,and the monks intreaties, cured 
him, by putting on the head- of the infirme 
child a ftole which his father Saint Benet had 
giuen him: an other time Saint Benet being 
in his Ccll (as Saint Gregorie writes ) Saint 
Placidus, who was his diſciple , and then bur 
young, was ſent for water to a lake hard by 
the Conuent , and putting the tankard he 
brought, into the water , it flipt out of his 
hands, and himſelfe f-1] after it, and a wave 
carricd him a pretty diſtance from the ſhore 
ſrugling in the water , S. Benet knew his 
danger, and called Maurus, and bid him make 
haſt to the lake, for that Placidus was fallen in 
and in danger to be drowned ; the obedient 
ſonne tooke his fathers benediQion , and not 
regarding what he did , ran into the water 
but ſunke not , thinking he' had bin vpon 
land ; and taking Placidus- by the haire, 
brought him out ; and turning his eyes back, 
ſaw that he had walked vpon the waters, 
and was amazed at it ; ſoplealing was to God 
his prompt obedience. Now did Maurus more 
and more ſhine forth in rayes of holy life and 


miracles, which made Saint Benet looke on .. 


him no moreas a icholler., or infcriour , but 
treated him as his aſſiſtant and companion ,and 
all the Monks of the Convent: fixed their 
eyes on him , as a true model! of their father 
Saint Benet, to make him the ſucceſſor of his 
rule and Religion. At this time there was a 
deuout Biſhop of the Citie of Mans , 1n 
France , Bcrtengranus by name, who ſent Flo- 
degarius an Archdeacon and Hardcradus his 
ſteward, with letters and rich guifts, earncſily 
begoing of Saint Benet to ſend him ſome of 
his Monks, to found a Monaſtery of his order 
in his Diocefe, to Gods gloric and edification 
of his flock. For this enterpriſe S. Benet made 
choice of Maurus as his beſt beloucd, and who 
could beſt goe thorough with, itand gaue him 
for companions , Simplicius , Antonie , Con- 
ſtantin,and Fauſtus.The patting with Maurus 
was atthat time greatly lamented by all that ho- 
ly community:and ro comfort and cxhort them 
Saint Benet calling them together, ſpake thus 
vnto them. ]f for to part with Mavurus , my 
bretheten, and molt deere children, we ſhould 
gricue, I ſhould haue the greateſt ſhare of 
any , by want of his helpe and aſſiſtance. But 
for that charitie lookes not on it ſelfe , fo 
much as on the good of others, t'is not fo 
iuſt for vs ta forrow , that our. neigbqurs 

ſhould 


we 
% 
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ſhould recciue profite , it being a temptation 
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mc into France ( who had in his beginnings .. 


I5, 15- of our common ennemic : And lett vs not | ayded and ſerued Saint Benet , as S. Gregory x5.” 
ax# Jixy-thinke thag whea Maurus doth leaue vs, we ſaich) whom Maurus went to ſee , and after 1 x v* 
\ts xi, cometo looſe much: for God is able to ſead | many affable and pious diſcources,faidto him; a gt 


vs others better then we are, who with their 
examples may more aduance, what the ſame 
Lord hath begun. I confide in his goodnes, 
that' the holy charity which he hath planted 
in our harts , will not coole by diſtance of 
places , and that though we be ſeparated, we 
ſhall ever be looking on one an other with 
eyes of the interiour man and that the memoric 
of each other will not dyc , during our life. 
Then turning to Maurus, and-his Compani- 
ons: you (ſaid he) my children , whom, God 
hath called to ſpread and cultivate this new 
Plantation in thoſe partes, take courage and 
Krength in the ſame lord, and know tor cer+ 
taine, that the more you ſuffer 1n this cxilc, 
for the ſaluation of ſoules which he redeemed 
with his pretious blood , ſo much the more 
heightned ſhall be your reward and crowne: 
and if you ſhould heare of my foules releaſe 
from this miſerable body of mine, think aot 
for all that , that I baye left you; tor _ 
abſent in body , I ſball be more preſent wit 

you in minde , and more to your benehite 
then now : Having ſaid thus he gaue the 
rules written with his owne hand to Maurus, 
and to him and the reſt his Benediion , and 
preſently they tooke their leaue, and at the 
end of the firſt days iourney he ſent Maurus 
in a htle caskett three peeces'of the holy 
Cioſle 'of Chriſt our L ord, and ſome of St. 
Stceuens and Saint Martins benes , with a 
letter, which tor the loue he bore to his Fa- 
ther , Saint Maurus commanded ſhould be 
entetred with his body : the letter ſpake thus: 
Receine ,ſonne , this gift, Thich is the laſt you 
will recetue from your maſter : which «ball ſerue 
you as a pledge of our true lowe for a bukler 
and d:ffence againſt all the difficulties you are 
to piſſe. Since your departure from me , our lord 
bath daigned to revieale wato mee , that you 
hall entivy kim aftes you haue vorn our babite 
three/core- yeares. T alſo aduertiſe you that 
y0u wil be retarded in your wgyaze , and many 
things will oppoſe the finding out of a fit place 
for the builaing of the «Monaſtery ; for that 
ibe enemy of mankinde Will procure to putt /ome 
oiſtruftron to it. But the lemignity of our kerd 
Will be Yath you , and after hawing prouedyour 
patience, ana longanimitie ,will accumplish your 
defire, and Will gue you a bitter place, then we 
dare hupe for. My Gon be YNith you , proſper 
Jour x ays and bappily condut you. St. Mauius 
thous furniſhed with pretious Reliques and 
this letter, went on his way with his Com- 
papnions, God illuſtrating him with a num- 
ber of miracles , ſo to render him the more 
knowne and eſteemed where he paſſed. Saint 
Romanusa Religious man was thea newly co- 


Ah 
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that Saint Benet was the morrow after to be 
disburdened of his mortalitic , and aſcead the 
hcauens , and (o it fell out , as he after faw 
in a vihon ,as Saint Gregory writes in} his 
lite. So taking leaue of Saint Romanus , he 
continued his way vnto Orleans , where he 
was aduertiſed , that the Biſhop of Mans 
Beitingan, who was the man that had fent 
for them , wasdead : Thus afflifted them mucly 
and made good the tenor of Saint B cnets 
letter , that they ſhould meete with many 
difficultics in that enterpriſe. They conſulted 
the matter with the Biſhops ſervants that 
came with them and were their guides:and 
they thought fitt toaddrefle themſelyes to the 
new Biſhop, Bertingrans ſucceſſor , and pro- 
pole , what his predeceflor had deſired and 
cadcauoured, and acquaint him with the ar- 
riuall of Saint Maurus and his companions at 
Orleans ; and that they would remaine in that 
City , vntill they recciucd anſwere from the 
Biſhop : who having heard what the Arch- 
deacon , and the Steward propoſed, giuinz 


"them an amiable reception, anſwered. That 


he had many duties of his owne and of his 
Church to apply. him vnto, and would not 
vadertake more burden vpon him, nor build 
on other mens foundations: and with this 
the Biſhop tooke leaue of them and retired: 
At this anſwere the Saints companions: re- 
maincd in great ſuſpence and confuſion,whom 
Maurus did harten and incourage , ſhewing, 
that our Lord did yſc to proue thoſe that 
were his, firit, and after to comfort them, but 
neuer fſorſake thoſe that confided in him, and 
that without doubt , he would diſcouer ſome 
better thing then that of the Biſhop, as their 
holy father had promiſed them in his letter: 
which our lord accomplifht in this manner : 
A kin{man of Harderades , Florus by name, a 
wealthy and principall gentleman, anda great 
tavorite of Theodebert King of France, and 
one who had great influence in the gouern- 
ment of the kingdome ,, having vnderſicod 
by Harderade the artjuall of Maurus in Fran- 
cc, and that the Biſhop was dead , who had 
ient torthem , and how his ſucceſſor would 
not burthen himſelte to ſuſtaine thoſe holy 
Fathess, and build them a houſe , he reſolued 
to giue them his only ſonne who was but 
cight ycarcs old, and all his goods, and make 
choice of a place in the Biſhopick of Anjou, 
where the greater part of his meanes lay , for 
the leate ota large and ſumptuous Monaſtery, 
and build it at his owne charge , according 
to Mauius his minde and content : and fo he 
pertorwed it with the kings approbation : and 
the {aint would not accept of the plate ;vatilt 

| by we 
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he aiy it was fpaciovs ,and fitt for his pur- 


poſe, and conuenient for the rule he profeſſed. 


Iany- And he faid to Florus, that he would Ikewiſc 


ſee the inheritance , which for remiſſion of 
his fins he would beſtoiy, and if it gaue him 
content he would accept it : and for that 
purpoſe he ſhould make it ouer, and renounce 
it, All this was done, Florus delivercd to 
Maurus his poſſeſſions , and his ſonne Ber- 
tulfys,that he might be educated, and promiſed 
himſeclue to take the habite of S. Benetif God 
uu him life and ke began with great careand 

iligence to build the Monaſtcry. And the 
more to confirme Florus in his good purpoſe, 
God permitted, that a Clergie man , Lan- 
giſus by name , who wasas his ſupcrintendant 
of the worke ; fell from a very high placc 
Vpon ſtones, and his body broken, ſo that the 
blood ran downe from eucry part; that they 
began alredy to talke of his buriall, as if he 
had bin dead, but Saint Mautus by his m_ 
reſtoxed him to health, and commanded him 
to continue on his worke, that it nught not 
be interrupted by his abſence. And when 
Florus ſaw with his bwne eyes this miracu- 
Jous cure , he fcll at the Saints feete , and 


would kifſe them, and from that hower , bore 


him ſo great reſpe&, as neucr to dare to ap- 
proach him, But to the end that we might 
ſee that fanftitic of life and miracles, will 
not prevent the murmuring tongues of the 
wicked, that are blinded with the light ; di- 
verſe of the workmen that Winans, in the 


buildiog', and who had ſeen what Maurus 


had wrought , began to ſay , he was an hy- 
pocrite , couctous , and ambitious. That he 
came not out of Italy into France to ſerue 
God the more, but to gaine more wealth 
and be honored : and what ſeemed to be mi- 
racles , were but deceptions , inuented by 
fraud andcunning. What will not the malice 
of man attempt ? what thing can be ſecure 
ſrom a ſerpentine and maleuolous tongue ? 
How naturall is it, for the wicked, to abhorre 
the gocd,, to iudge ,and reprehend the inten- 
tion ,wken they can not blame the deed? 
but this is the way which all the Saints haue 
paſſed , and the Saint of Saints Ieſus Chriſt 
himſclic: who appeareth for his ſeruants , to 
defend and protec them , as here he did: for 


ſuddenly did he puniſh three of thoſe who 


haddiftamed S. Maurvs, the one dying ,named 
Flodegiſo, the other two ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed 
of the deuill, that they wounded and difrem- 
bred each other, Saint Maurus much lamen- 
ted, to ſec the cbaſtiſements which God had 
ſtewen on;thoſe poore men. Andas the Saints 
are cuer milde and tender of hart, and do 


pray for thoſe that perſecute them , and do 


good for-cvill , he turned him felfe to God 
vith great feeling, and begged from the bot- 
tome of his hart Ct him to dcliuer thoſe two of 
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the torment they endured,and : 
third: and to all an acknowledgement of his 


prayer, and granted him all he demanded. 
Thus did the fcme of Saint 'Maurus his 
fanQity ſpread forth ,to the edification and 
profite of the faithtull , and the ſtruaure of 
the Monaſtery aduanced fo as in the ſpace of 
eight yeares . it was finiſhed , and ſower 
Churches within it : The fiſt and greateſt 
in hennor of S, Peter Ptince of the Apoſtles : 
the ſecond dedicated to S. Martin ; the third 
to Saint Scucrine :and the forth to Saint Mi- 
chacl the Archangell. This cowpleated, Flo- 
rus, founder of the Monaſtery, reminding 
what hc had promiſed , would fallfill it, and 
be one of the liuing ſtones of the ſpirituall 
edifice , which our lord ſo ſupported in his 
Church , of the order of the glorious Saint 
Benet , takivg. his Habite , and luing vnder 
that rule and obedience. And the . better to 
effeC& it, he imparted his defires vuto King 
Theodebert his Maſter and beſought him, to 
give him leaue to retire into that holy com- 
wunitie, aud do pennance for the fins he had 
committed in his Maicſtics ſeruice, The king 
gaue him leaue , though with much refſcnt- 
ment : and the day To Florus was to take 
the babite,the King in perfon came to the Mo+ 
nafterie, attended by his Grandees and nobles 
of Court, and proſtrate with great huwilitie 
at the feete of Saint Maurus, demanded his 
benediction, and ſhedding wany teares begged 
of him that he would recommend vnto God 
himſclfe , his children and kingdome , and 
receine him as one of the number of his com- 
panions , that he might partake of their pra- 
yers and mcrites. After this he went through 
all the houſe , and confirmed the donation 
Which Florus had made of his goods, and 
added to them many other lands and pofleſſi- 
ons. Then being ſeated at the fide of the 
Altar in Saint Peters Church, Florus preſented 
himſclfe in noble attyre, beſore Saint Maurus, 
who was at the other fide of the Altar with 
his Monks: and falling to the ground , and 
vngirting himſelte of his military and Caua- 
lier infignes and ornaments with great 
huwilitie , devotion and acknowledgement 
of the litle he forſooke , and how much they 
gaue hiw, demanded of Saint Maurus the ha- 
bite .of Religion, and the Saint beſeeched the 
King, that he would plcale with his owne 
hand to begin tte fiſt to cute of his bayre, 
ang conſecrate him to God: and ſoit was don 
the King weeping, and all the ſtanders by , to 


. fee. how Floxus triumphed over the world, 


and what example he ſkewd them of the litle 
cllecme which they ought to make ofit, and 
not permitt themſclues to bee abuſed by its 
ſpecious ptomiſſcs and deceits. For that they 
law a noble man ,rich , powerfull , and fa- 
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nored of his Prince, and that had ſuch a ſtroke 


15. | in the government of his kingdome , in the 
\xy- prime of his age illuminated with heauenly 
x1, light, to diuorce himſelfe from the pompe 


of the world, and embrace the humilitic of 
Chriſt , and Euangelicall pouerne , contem- 
ning the ioys of this life , and ſclling all 


> ghis poſlcſſions, to buy the hidden creature, 


to inde repoſe in labor, glory in ignominic, 
riches in pouertie , and life in dcath. This 
follemnitie cnded , rhe king dincd in the re- 
fefory of the Monaſtery, at the humble requeſt 
of Saint Maurus : and calling Florus(oow 
a Monke aud ſouldiar of Chritt) before him, 
ſhedding many teares , he ſaid thus to him: 
that ſince like a ncble gentleman he had 
faithfully ſerued him in the world , that he 
would from hence forth ſerue God in that 
houſe with no lefle care and diligence : and 
fince he had ayded to defend his kingdome 
with ſword 1in hand , he would detend it 
now with hisfprayers vnto God. Then having 
taken the Saints Benediftion, he returned to 
his Palace. 

With this cxample of Florus many other 
gentlemen and nobles were moued : ſome 
to place their children with Saint Maurus,t9 
haue them brought vp , and inſtrufted in his 
Monaſtery : and others to enter , and ſue a 
diuorce to the world with all its- pleaſures, 
to follow the Militia of Chriſt, Florus liued 
twelue yeares moſt religiouſly , and made a 
bleſſed end in that Conuent. In this 1naner, 
through the ſanQitie, and induſtrie of Maurus, 
this illuſtrious order of Suynt Benet began 
to take roote in France, his Monaſtery encrea- 
ſing ſo as they came to be one hundred and 
forty : which number Maurus commanded 
they ſhouid not exceede , for that the rents 
would maintayne nomore. And the Saint ha- 
uing goucrned them molt religiouſly cight 
and thirty yeares , wrought many other mi- 
racles and maruclous things ; and knowing 


that his happy end drew neere , according toS. | 


Beqets prophefie , leauing the government 
to others , and appointing for Abbot of the 
houſe and his ſucceſſor Bertulfe , ſonne to 
Florus, he retires into a litle houſe cloſe by 
Saint Martins Church ; with two of his Com- 
pagnions , Primus, and Anianus, to giue him- 
ſelte with more feruor to ——— and 
contemplation, the better to purifye his toules 
cyes , that he might cleerer ſee God in his 
heavenly ſtations. Here he remained two 
yeares and a halfe, living more like an An- 
gell then a man , his body only was vpon 
earth , but his ſpirit in heauen. Going one 
night vnto Saint Martins Church , as he vſcd, 
to weepe, and make his prayer to God , the 
Deuill placed himſelfe betore the doore with 
a whole ſquadron of his monſters , for to 
diſtube his entrie, and began to ctic out, 


and fay to him: Doeſt thou thinke ,Maurus, 
thou that art come ſo far that thou ſhallt thruſt 
vs out of our hcuſe.? Now thou $halt ſece 
what ſpoile we meane to make among thy 
monks , whom we will fo triumphe ouer 
and deſtroy , that there ſtall remaine but few 
of this congregation. To whom the | Saint 
anſwered : The lord confound thee , fierce 
beaſt, ſince thou art a lyar , and the Father 
of |yes: at which wordes , the divell with all 
his infernall troupe vaniſhed , but yett with 
ſuch a noyſe , as made the whole Monaſtery to 
ſhake, wherevpon the monks roſe affrighted, 
and fell to their prayers. S. Maurus entred the 
Church fearfull , and zflied for what the 
Diuell had faid of his monks : but our lord 
was his comfort , and ſent him an Angell, 
that. told him , he ſkould pot be troubled at 
what he had heard , for God had-commanded 
the divell to admoniſh him , although (as his 
cuſtome is) he bad wingled a lye with atruth: 
and the truth was that God had determined, 
that many of his Religious ſhould dye : but it 
was falſe , that the Divucll ſt.ould triumphe 
ouer them, for that by the grace of God and 
the good admonitions of Maurus, they ſtou!d 
dye happily, ard enioy God; and having tent 
them before him to heauen , himlelfe ſhould 
{cone follow .The next morning Maurus afſcm- 
bled all the Conuent and told them what he 
had heard : He beſought thera that none ſhould 
growe ſadd at it , or be troubled ; tor the 
true ſcruant of God ought always .to loue 
what God loueth , and not goe Before but 
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follow his will : tha& when ccath commeth ._ 


from the hand of ſo good a Lord, it ſhculd 
cuer be wellcome , fince it 1s to end the la- 
bours , dangers, and iniſeries of this lite, and 
to enter into the joys of our Lord : and that 
cuery one ſhould prepare himſelie by prayer 
and pennance for that hower : with theſe 
and other wordes which the ' Saint fpake, 


their harts w.cre mollifyed , conſolated, en- . 


couraged , and prepared ; and within five 


- months there dyed of ſeuerall infirmitics one 


hundied and fixtcene , and there. remained 
only , alive , twenty ſource, to the end we 
ſhould all admire Gods ſecret iudgements, 
which although they are hidden , are never 
vniuſt, and not becurious to ſound them, but 
humbly to reverence them: and withall know, 
that not for mensdeath,doe the workes of our 
Lord come to fayle : Shortly after this,a vehe- 
ment payne tooke Maurus in his fide : wher- 
tore making himſelfe to be caried before Saint 
Martins Altar, laid vpon a haircloth , he ar- 
med himſclte with the holy Sacraments , and 
rich in merites ended his mortall life, the fif- 
teenth of Ianvaric, in the yeare of our Lord 
fue tundred fourſcore and three, according to 
Baronius , aged not fully ſeauenty yeares ; 
w heref te lived in the world but twelue,and 
Aa twenty 
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twenty with his Father Saint Benet, and forty 

-in France, where he dyed, as Fauſtus writeth 
in his life , who was his companion in the 
journey , and in the Monaſtery that he foun- 
ded : and had bin from ſeauen_ yeares old 
brought vp by S.Benethimſelte. This glorious 
Saint was moſt deuout, obedient , and hum- 
ble ; of great charity , and much addied to 
pennance : admirable in life and death for 
the many andgreat miraclesthat God wrought 
by him , a true child and imitator of Saint 
Benet , the glory and ornament of Religion. 
Lett vs beg of our Lord , to giue vs grace 
through hismerires, to imitate his vertues. that 
aſter we may obtaine the reward of them.St. 
Gregory maketh mention of him in theſecond 
booke of his Dialogues, where he writes the 
life of Saint Benet, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
' Marcellus Pope and Martyr. 


F Fter that the Emperors Diocletian 
[and Maximian bad cruelly perſe- 
& cuted | the Catholique Church , 
WL, 2nd ſhed ſo much Chriſtian blood, 
=F*W=>>p they reſolued to quitt the Empyrc 
the one retyring into Nicomedia,the other into 
Milan, and ordained for Emperours Conſtan- 
tius Clorus , father of the great Conſtantine ; 
and Galerius Armentarius ; in whoſe time, by 
reaſon of a mutinie and ſcdition of the Preto- 
torian ſouldiars, and thoſe of the gard about 
Rome, they called, and raiſed to'be Emperour 
Maxentius , ſonne of Maximian ( who . had 
renounced the Empyre) by a meane woman 
of Syria, called Eutropia.Who vnderſtanding, 
that the Chriſtians , now becomming nume- 
rous , might ayde to confirme and eſtabliſh 
him in his Empyre , began to ſhew them 
fauour and countenance, vntil having obtained 


a great victory againſt Scuerus (whom Gale- 
rins Armentarius had nominated for Ceſar, 


and his ſucceſſor) conceiuing now he had no 
more to feare, he vamasked himſelfe, and 
laid- open his breaſt , and of a craftie Fox, beca- 
me a fierce Lyon againſt the Chriſtians. Inthe 
time then of Maxcatius the Tyrant , Saint 
Marcellus Pope was martyred : who after St. 
Marceline Pope and likewiſe Martyr , the 
Apoſtolike Chaire having bin vacant , not 
ſeauen yeares (as ſome ſurmiſe ) but fix mo- 
nths and twenty fiue days, was choſen, with 
a generall conſent of the Clergie , and content 
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Maurus Abbot. 


Is, 
of all the poeple , for Chriſts Vicar General], Po. ; | 


and ſucceſſor of Saint Peter. Marcellus was 
a Roman : his Fathers name was Benet, He 
gouerned the Church with great ſantitic : 
which by reaſon of perſecution in the time 
of Diocletian and Maximian had bin much 
afflited , animating all the faithfull by his 
doarine and example to be conſtant in their 
faith. And becauſe the Chriſtians blood which 
the tyrants had ſhed, had bin like the graine 
ot wheat that produced and multiplied new 
haruelts, and for one that dyed , many were 
born ,Marcellus inſtituted at Rome five and 
twenty titles or Paziſhes, in which were bap- 
tiſed thoſe that newly were recciuced into 
the faith , and finners did pennance , and 
Martyrs were buri:d. Which Maxentius 
comming to know, commanded Marcellus to 
be apprehended, and endeauoured firſt with 
{weete wods and faire promiſles to perſwade 
him not to ſtile himſeltc chiefe Biſhop of Chriſt, 
but to adore his Gods. But after finding that he 
laughed at it , cauſcd him to be cruelly ſcour- 
ged , and condemned him to the Catabule 
( which was a great ſtable , where the wor- 
king beaits were kept,for vſe and ſeruice of the 
common wealth ) that he ſhould haue charge 
ot them. The holy Biſhap was in this abie& 
and vile office nine months , praying , wat- 
ching, weeping. and exhorting the farthfull 
by words and letters to perfenerance , and in 
the end theClergie of Rome came by night,and 
freed their Paſtor, and hidd him in the houſe 
of a holy woman, called Lucina; who having 
lived fiftecne yeares with her husband had re- 
mained now nintecne yeares a widow. ſhe 
receiued him in her houſe as an Angell of 
God, and defired he would conſecrate it 1nt» 
a Church , which he did and named it 
Maiccllus. In this houſe the Chriſtians mett 
to praiſe and glorifyc God day and night. 
Maxentius hauing notice of it, and filled with 
rage and furie commanded, that the Church 
ſhould be profancd , and conuerted. into a 
publike ſtable for beaſts , and that Mar- 
cellus ſhould ſeruc in it , and liuc in that vn- 
clcane habitation. In this toule and ſtinking 
ſable, was for ſometime this holy Biſhop, na- 
ked and without ſhelter , clothed with haic 
cloth, ſeruing thoſe catle. And in this kinde 
of Matyrdome gaue vp his foule to God, the 
{1xtcenth of Ianuarie in the yeare of out Lord 
three hundred and nine,on which the Church 
keepes his feaſt. lohn a Prieſt and Lucina tooke 
his bodye and buciedit inthe way Salaria, in the 
Church yard of Priſcilla. He was Chief Biſhop 
hue yeares , one month, and twenty fiac days, 
although in the yeares of his Prelatſhip, authors 
do difter, And ordained at one time in-Rome, 
in December five and twenty prieſts ,and two 
deacons,and in diuerſe places conſecrated one 
and twenty Biſhops, There are twoEpililes ex- 
tant of 
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AN — of Saint Macellus: the one written to the Bi- | fo great that he ſaith himſelfe , that the only | 
ax 16, fhops of Antioche , in which he exhortcth | memorie ot Saint' Antony was very profitable 
; ] ax v- them not to maintaine or teach any other | vnto him. And the ſame Athanahus, being I Bi. 
, AR thing, then what they had learnt of Saint | perſecuted by the Arians, went to Rome as * —— 
Peter the Apoſtle, and other Apoſtles and holy | to the- ſecure haven of the Catholike faith ; 
Fathers : ſince holding Saint Peter for the firit | and Saint lerome writes , that he carried with 
maſter, jt isnot iuſt (faith he) that you ſhould | him the life which he had writt ofSaint An- 
6 abandon your Father , and follow ſtrangers, | tony; and it was admired , aud moued fo, that 
eſpeciallly he being head of all the Church. | many perſons, inflamed with the loue ot God 
The other 15 to Maxentius the Tyrant : in | forſooke the atlurements and commodines of 
which he ſaith vnto him, that the true prieſts | the world and became Monks , to ſerue God 
of God, chuſe rather to be perſecuted foriul- | with greater perfetion and that the fi;ſt of 
tice, and the! true faith , and ſuffer forthe na- | theſe was Marcella , that holy Matrone - 
me of our Lord, then to poſlefle much riches | ſo praiſed by the fame Saint : and the reſt by 
and be honored , and eſteemed , and ſo looſe | her example. The fame Saint Icrome tranſla--. 
heauen : for all that is here , is 'momentary, | ted out of Greeke into Latine the life of Saint 
and that aboue is eternall : that which is here | Antonic , written by Saint Athanaſius ; and , 
ſoone paſſeth , and that other endureth for | Saint Auguſtin by having heard related only 
cuer : he faith alſo , that the office and dutie | tome paflages therof was inflamed to with a 
of a good Prince and Religious king , jis to | defire toſerge God, that returning to his great 
repayre ruyned and decayed Churches, and to | frendAlipius, he ſaid to him : Ybat is z8 that we 
build new ones ,and co honour and defen- | /uffer ? what hawe we heard ? The wnlearned 
de the Prieſts of our Lord, riſe vp and take heauen by wiolence , aud we 
: with our learning ,for Want of courage, finke. 
| wunder the Waues of our flech and blood ? It 
” _ aA EGERGEIRRS | may be becauſe they gore before, we are achamed 
SIECILHIHILED OI SSH SDEOPOISS SEED | io follow them:Or rather we ouzbt to blurb becau- 


CLE LILLE LELLLILLELS fe we do not /odp them. Thelie are St. Augu+ 


ſtins wordes. SF admirable was the life ol St. 


Ianv. THE LIFE OF SAINT Antony , that he was reputed , and refpe&ed 
I7. Antonie' Abbot. as 'a man ſcent from heauen'::{o holy, as he 
fancified the deſerts.and wilderneiles: fo illu- 


Prophet Efay , that he would repaire | the whole world: fo dreadtull to the Diuells, 
their ruincs; and that the deſert whe- | thathe uing his name, they ran -away how- 

re nothing grew but thornsand thiſles, ſhould | ling : ſo profitable and edificatife to the Ca» 
be converted into aj moſt pleaſant and delec- | tholike Church, that to this day he is ſettas 
table garden : This promiſle of our Lord was | a pattern for all; her childzen to imitate. _ 
fulfilled, when he, clothing himſelte wich our | * Saint Antony: was born in-Egypt ina 
mortall fileſh, came into the worid * which | village called Coma-( according; to; Sozome- 
through the innumerable ſins of men, and | nus ) of noble and rich- Parcnts : that had fo 
ſordid blindnes ot Idolatrie wherin they lived, | much care of him; , that he was acquainted 
was become a barren deſert, andby the mert- | with none, but hus parents and familic : So 
' tes and example of Icfus Chriſt was cultivated | that his younger yeares weee different from 
and changed into 4: moſt beautifull Garden , | other youths.! For from a childe he was come 
full offaintly perſons and generous plants, one | poſed and graue, and an enemy to play and D 
of which was Saint Antonic the Abbot i, ta- | pratling. He frequented Churches., and 

ther , guide and Maitter of ſo many Monks | eare to facred things , cate litle and grofle 

that by his example floriſhedin the wilder- | food. He was,cighteen , or twenty yearcs old 

nes of Egypt and Thebais, So that thoſe very | (faith Saint Athanatus)when his parentsdycd. 

deſerts, where none inhabited but wilde beaſts | He had a ſiſter left him very, young, He 

were after changed into delightſomegardens | was forced to-take the charge of her and of 

and became a repreſentation of Paradiſe, The | her meanes, vatill at the cad of fix months,he 

like of Saint Antonie is written by that great | began to. thinke with himſelfſe ; how the 

DoRtor,and invincible defender of the Church | Chriſtians of the primitive . Church , to be 

Saint Athanaſius Biſhop of Alexandria ; who | lefſe encumbred to follow Chriſt our-Lord, 

gaue hum two coates or mantles, and did much | (old their poflefions and inheritance , and 
; eſteeme to baue knownue Saint Antony: and | laid the price of them at the feete of the A- 
a when he was a youth had often ſerued him , | poſtles, clteeming it as a fauour of our Lord, 
b and brought him water : that the humilitic of | that it might be employed for maintenance of 
Saint Athanafius may be ſecne, and the high | the faithtull. and with his thought entri 
eſtecme he had of Saint Antony , which was | one day into the Church , heard the Goſpel 
| read, 


Od promiſed vnto his people by the | ſtrious , as his fame was ſpread through the | 
Faye 19 'S , 
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read , where Chriſt faid ro the yourg, man , 
who asked of him , what be ſtovid Co to 
be perfeRt : F/ thou vilt te perfef? , goe fell 'all 
thou haſt, 8nd gine it to the puore, and follow me, 
fo thalt tho obtaine riches in keauen: which 
words were imprinted lo deepge 1n Antonys 
hart, as if Chiiſt our Lord ad ſpoke them 10 
him only. And comming back-to his houſe, 
fett forth his ſiſters portion , and 1econ.men» 
ded it and her vnto certaine deuout women 
of his acquaintance , and what remained to 
himſclfe be diſtributed to the poore , and be- 
gan a very auſtere and penitent life. 

There were then but few monaſteries of 
monks , neither were the deſerts ſo ſtored 
with Gods ſeruants ,as aſter by the example 
of this great Father they encreaſed ; only. in 
the country there were ome that lived apart 
from one an other , and among theſe, there 
was an old man of holy life, whom Antony 
did chiefly propoſe to imitate ; although like 
vnto the carefull and induſtrious bee, he Jike- 
wife viſited the others , that he might gather 
of all. as of flowers, wherwith to _ forth 
the hony of his deuotion to fill the hive of 
his hart. Learning of one patience , of an 
other obedience ; of this faſting ; of that 
filence : of the devout prayt, of the bum- 
ble contempt of himſclfe ; Of the penitent 
auſterity ; of the milde, ſweetnes : and in fine; 
drawing forhimſelue aliuely piture of all the 
vertues , which he ſaw in others. He labored 
with his hands to gaine his foode which was of 
the meancit , I 'was ſo tranſported with 
the ſtudie of perfe@ion, that in a ſhort time , 
the fame of his vertue was ſpread through 
all the country ; andall thoſe monks that lived 
in thoſe parts, both farre , and neere, loued 
and eſteemed him: ſome as their father, others 
as their child : But the Diuell fearing, that of 
ſo great and glorious beginnings there would 
come forth ſomething againſt his intereſt and 
to his great' pteiudice , rcſolued to aſſault the 
holy young man and make' warre with him 
by force and craft. Now thou haſt done al, 
(faith the Diuell to him) what wilt thou do 
here abſtracted from the world ? Thou haff 
ynaduiſedly leſt thy goods, to make Basketts 
and with the ſweat of thy brow to gaine the 
bread thou cateſt? How much better had it 
bin, to enioy what God had given thec, and 
thy parents leſt thee, and to haue lived among 
other gentlemen thy equalls, then to remaine 
ſolitarie here in a vile and ſtinking Cabane, 
in pexill of thy health and life? Perchance 
thou thinkeſt, to have done diſcreetly to de- 
liver thy poore ſiſter into the hands of God 
knows,whom, not conſidering , that what- 

ſocuer damage or ſhame bctalleth her , God 
will demand a {tri account of it from thee ? 
Be aſſured that her teares will aſccnd the 
heaucns and exclaime againſt thee.Much bet- 
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ter kad it bin , that what thou gaveſt to the ..__ B 


.oore, thou Þadſt left vnto-her : then might 
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ſhe have found a husband equall to her byith, Ia xy. 


that might have prote@ed and deftended her, 
It may be ſte js evill trezted of Fer compa- 
nions , and bewaiks thy cfucltic , and her 
owne misfortune, Turn, © turn to take cate 
of that which by ail law both devine and 
Lumane thou art bound to fauc harwleſle and 
prote& :ar.d Coe it quickly , for it thou de- 
layeit it , that which 1s now attributed tothy 
raw yeares and want of experience , will after 
be thought leuitie and want cf witt and iud- 
gement,tor betides that thy tender complexion 
will not ſupport a turden of that weight, 
eyther thou willt dye and become thy owne 
murderer ; or Els, being overcome with labor, 
and the great difficulties of this manner of 
lite, thou wilt be forced to leauc it ; and fo 
become the skorn and laughter of the poeple. 
Theſe ruce aſſaults the holy youngwan re- 
ſiſted withthe ſhield of prayer. But the Duveil 
perceiuing that this batteric ſucceeded not, 
aſſailed him in an other way , awakening in 
him, by imaginations and mouingsto ſenſu- 
ality ,-great delights , and with flames of 
luſitull appetites , an infernall heate , which 
could not be quenched, but by a dew from 
heauen. And that he ſhould find himſelfe 
aſſaulted arid prefled orr every fide , he mo- 
leſted and afflifted him in the nights with 
noyſe and hortid ſchreeches, mingling delight 
with fright, and allurements with threats; 
and the ticklings of the fleſh with the tor- 
ment of ſpirit, But Antony armed with the 
grace and fauor of God ſtood firme as arock, 
and gave no ground to the enemy , but en- 
created in Courage and conſtancy againſt the 
ſtrongeſt encounters, which though men ſaw 
not , God did, and affified his ſouldiar. The 
Deuill putt before him , as a baite , the plea» 
lures and delights of the fleſh , but he with 
the ſhield of jaith, ſaſtings , and watchings 
tamed and ſubdued his fleſh , and therwith 
deffended himſelfe. Somerimes the wicked 
enemy apeared to him in the fhape of a be- 
autifull and laſcwious woman , to prouoke 
him to fin : but Antony putting himſelfe in 
minde of hell fire , of the knawing worna.e, 
perpetuall darknes , and deſperation, and the 
cternall confuſion of thoſe that ioofe the rai- 
nes to thoſe Beaſtial| appetites , eaſily freed 
himſclfc and oucrcawe tholc foule repreſen- 
tations. The enemy endceauoured to make 
Antony walke in that lipperie and perillous 
way of youth : But he conſidering that terrible 
judgement, prepared forthe wicked, reſtrained 
his ſenles, and came forth conqueror of all 
thoſe temptations of the enemy. With theſc 
armes did Antony fight and overcome the Di- 
uell : whoconfounded and aſhamed, that hau- 


| ing had the courage to fight with God , he 


was 
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—— ouerthrowne by man;grew inraged , and re- 


* 17. ſolued to appeare to Antony as black and 


IaNnV- vglic , as in his paſt encounters he ſeemed 


All 


ferce and malicious. Then he tooke the ſhape 
ofa little, foule, Blackamoore, ſcreaming with 
a human voice, and threw himſclfe at Anto- 
nys feete, ſaying : T haue deceined many , and 
many 4 flrong man haue 1 throwen to the 
ground ; but by thee T finde , T am conquered. 
The feind would haue caught him wit) vaine 
forte, whom he could not. entice with de- 
ights, nor dant with threates. But Antony, 
who confided not in himſelfe ,nor layed his 
foundation vpon the ſand , but on God , as 
.on the firme and liucly Rock , made no rec- 
koning of the enemies blowes on that fide, 
but asked him : vbo art tho ?and he anſwe 


ted :1 ama frend of dichonefie, I am he that 


kindles the fire of concupiſcence , and infla- 
mes the barts of young , and old , of men and 
women to all filthines and carnalitie , and 
therfore am 1 called the ſpirit of fornication : 
how many haue bad a purpoſe to live chaſtly, 
ani kept it not , by my perſwaſion? how many 
bane begun Well , and haue ended ill, and after 
many viiories that they bhaue bad of their 
flesh , haue ſubiefted , and rendred themſclues 
wnt0it? 1 am he that haue often tempted thee, 
but baue allays bis uauquished. Antony 
began to melt conſidering his owne weake- 
nes, and the ſtrength of God , and rendring 
him many thankes with humble acknowled- 
aement for the fauor he had ſhewed him , he 
tooke yon courage againſt the enemy,and 
faid to him : « Hoſt certainly thow art a moſt 
wile and contemptible thing , fince thow con- 
feſſe# thy ſelfe to be ougrcome ty ſo weake 
and frail: a young man as 1 am ; and thy 
boyizch Shape and bloc-nes do teſtify a 
much. I bezin allredy not to feare thee , fight 
againſt me Yith all jhy ſirenght and Witt ; jor 
that Lord Which hitherto bath gdefendea 
me , Will likeviſe protef?t me for the future, 
and ſaying this he began the verſe of the 
Pſalme : Our Lord is my helper, and 1 will 
looke ower my enemies ©: at which words the 
enemie vaniſht, and Antony as a conqueror 
remained maiſter of the field , yet ſtood no 
lefle vpon his gard , becauſe be knew that his 
enemy vſcth to gather new forces, and that 
there is no mew vicorie nor ſecurity in this 


life. ;Wher ore he reſolued to betake himſelfe 


to a more rigorous, and {trickt courle of life, 


and fo did he begin to mortifie his body, and 
affli&t it more, ſceming as yet notto haue be- 
gun : He would be now whole nights in 
prayer : he cate a litle bread with falt , and 
drank water , once every day ,and that not 
till the ſunne was ſett, and ſometimes paſſed 
two or three days without taking any ſuſte- 
nance at all, He ſlept when neceſſity and 
weakenes of nature forced him , and then 
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vpon tte ground and ſome ruſhes , and clo- 
thed in kaireclorh. He neucr refle&ed on what 
he had done, but what was wanting in him 
to Coe, ncither on the paſt, but only on what 
was preſent, imitating the Prophet Elizs who 
ſaid ::ett the lord linein whoſe preſence I am. 
and he pondered much (zs Saint Athanaſius 
faith) the prophets fayirg , to 7ay , as he 
that forge:tr bar was patt, and mindedognly 
how to ſerue our Lord that preſent day. Saint 
At.tony then would er:ter the field anew and 
contelt with tis cnemy, he ſEutt himfelfe vp 
in a caue neere vnto a plice of buriall, and 
at ſett times an acquaintance of his brought 
him what was precitely neceſlarie for hs fu 
tenance : but the Diuell fearing what would 
happen , that by his example thoſe deſerts 
would become poepled wi:h Angells clothed 
in fleſh aſſembled his infernall minifiers, and by 
their meanes ſcourged him, and miſuſed Him 
ſo , that they left hum without fence, voyce, 
and all moit without life. The blowes they 
gaue him were ſo ſharp and painfull , that 
the faint himlelfe 1ajd aiter , that no torment 
here could be compared vnto them. But An- 
tony defiſted not for all. that , nor left his 
poſt , and his miniſter finding him halte dead, 
carried him into the village , but the Sainc 
coming to himſelfe , defired he might be re- 
moucd back againe , not being able to itirre 
himiclte, he was ſo ſore, he deffied the Diuells 
laying Here F am , 1 am «Antony, 1 £0 not 
fize , nor bide my ſelf , do with me what you 
can , for all your power can not ſeparate me 
from Chri#: and ke ſoung that verſe of the 
Plalme : If Campes and armys ſtand wp a- 
gainſt me , my hart shball not fears. The in- 
ternal] dragoa hearing this , aſtoniſhe , and 
confounded , calling his companions , faid : 
You jee he hath not bin onercome neither 
by the ſpirit of fornication ,'nor With the 
Wwounnes We gaue him , but as a conqueror, 
doth ſcorn and deffie vs ? Come lett vs ar- 
me , and fall on him With greater impetuo- 
fitie , and fure ;, the fo ole sball know with 


| whom be bath to do ; with this voice , all the 


roome was ſhaken, and the walls opened,and 
thoſe infernall monſters came forth againſt 
Antony , aſſuming , the more to terrifye him, 
ſcucrall and horrid ſhapes , of Lyons , Bulls, 
Serpents, Scorpions , Beares ,and other wilde 
beaſtes; each one giuing their brayes , roare, 
and formidable noyſe,according to theirnatu- 
re and ſhape : they aſſailke him with their dread- 
full aſped, with their griffes, teeth and horns, 
and ſeize vpon him, and cruelly teare his fleſh; 
and the vallerous and invincible ſouldiar of 
Chriſt was nothing abaſh'd , fixing his eyes 
and hart in God, and lighting his enemies 
faid to them : You are all weake and covardly 
and ſo you appeare by comming ſo many 4 
gainſt oye alone. No one of 30u# daring to 
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feebt againſt a focble man. How comes it 


m—_— to paſie that you traniforme your ſelues into 


Wilde beaſts ? where is that «Angelicall coun- 


I AN V- tenance that you had ? What do yee nolv ? 


ART. Why do yee forbeare ? Tf you can ſwalloy 
me , doit, If you can not, why a0 you vn- 


dertake a thins , to you impoſſitle ? Here 
was ſeene ſhine vpon him, and in all the roo- 
me,a light ſo reſplendent. that ſtraitways it 
cl-ered all that darknes , and that {quadron 
of hell:\h monſters diſappeared , and Antony 
was made hole, and the ruines of his ccll re- 
paired. «And knowing that our Loid came 
to viſite him, fetching an amorous and deepe 
figh , faid : Where wert thou , good Ieſns, 
Where Yert thoutthy cameſt thou not before, to ap- 
peare in my fizht , ro ſuccour me and heale my 
wounds? To this louing complaint our Lord 
anſwered. «Antony T1 was here, and haue 1e- 
Wed thy encounters , and have permitted thee 
fo be Whipt tvat T1 might beale thee, to be 
caſt dovne for to raiſe thee , to be afflifted 
for to comfort thee. Like a goon ſouldar haſt 
thou fought , feare not from hence forth thy 
enemies , for I will afji## ther and render thee 
renowned to the world. With theſe only words 
Antony found himſelf more vigorous and full 
of courage then eucr, and now he was fiue 
and thirty yeares of age. But becauſe our Lord 
deligned to make Saint Antony a guide an 
matiter of innumerable monks, and a founder 
of n:4ny monaſteries, and that he ſhould open 
the way for holy Hermites and Anachorctes, 
or inhabitants of the deſerts , he inſpired him 
to enter and dwell in the wildernes, that his 
liſe might moue athers to follow him , as he 
did. But the divell ſeing Antony his purpoſe, 
and not daring to aſſault him openly with 
violence, making vle ot attifices and cunning, 


| laid betore him in the way a great pcece 


of filuer , tor to tempt him to auarice , and 
to haue an occaſion. to enſnare him. further 
with his deceipt. Saint Antony made a ſtand; 


and looking on the filuer preſently perceiued 


the enenncs fraud, and that it could not haue 
bin loſt, for thatthe owner would haue fought 
and found it in the deſert : neither could it be 
putt there by any mans induſtric, for that way 
was 9 paſlage, nor could there be found any 
trotings of man or beaſt : and ſo looking 
ſtectaitly vpon it, he ſaid to the Diuell : Let 
this fuluer vanish With thee ,O Infernall ene- 
my, at which voice , the filuer vaniſhed as 
ſmoake : and the faint went on his way : at 
an cther time he faw.in the ſame way great 
quantity of Gold and Saint Athanaſius faith, 
that it was true gold , and that it was not 
knowne whether the Diuell had caſt it for 
to teinpt him, or our Lord to prouc him:but 
what eucr way it came , Saint Antony elpy- 
ing it, flew away vntili he came to the moun- 
taine , where he found a lone caſtle that was 


abandonned ; and in it many Serpents and 
wilde beaſts , that lodged there, In this 


and preſently all the beaſts and Serpents for. 
fooke it, and he rewaincd accompanied with 
Argells, and the king of «Angells who had 
thither conduaed him. He was twenty yeares 
inclofed in this Caſtie or caue, without ever 
ſceing any body , or being icene of any , not 
cuen of a ſeruant of his, who twice a yeare 
brought him a litle bread and water, for his 
ſuttenance, and caſt it in at a window : many 
went thither, ſome moued with the famecot his 
great ſanity, ſome for councell, others for re- 
medie of their infirmities. «And although he 
comforted all,yett opened he the dore to none, 
nor would be (cene by any. Whileſt wa were 
at the dore,they did often heare voices of poeple 
within as if they had bin wrangling ,who faid 
why didſt thon enter into our bonſe ? vhat baſs 
thou to do in this dejert? Goe from our dominions 
for thou canſt not dwell bere, nor be able to reſiſt 
our forces. Thoſe that heard this,at firſt thought 
it to be the voice of ſome men that had en- 
tred where S. Antony was;but after vnderſtood 
that they were complaints ot the Diuells 
againſt the ſaint , and being terrifyed and 
atirighted , they defired him to aſſiſt them 
with his prayers : and he did animate and 
exhoxt them to bleile themſelnes, telling them 
that being armed with the figne of the croſle, 
they ſhoutd not teare the Diucll , who by that 
higne was overcome and baniſht the world. At 
the end of twenty yeates, ſomany there were 
that wrought with him and importuncd him 
to Cone torth of that incloſure , that he re- 
tolucd to Come forth, and came forth as ifhe 
had come out of Paradile. He had a cheerfull 
Jace, a graue aſpeA, ſweetnes of ſpeech, treſh 
colour , entire ' forces, for his long and 
{arp pennance had nothing weakened him 
or changed his colour , nor had his great 
temptations and combates wrought vpon 
his body. Euery one admired when tacy 
law him , for that they ſuppoſed that with 
the obſcurity and noiſomnes of that dark 
denne,, and with the rigor of 1o hard and e+ 
uere A litc , he ſhould either be dead , or very 
neere it. But they acknowledged that it was 
the fingular work of our Lord, whoſuſtaines 
his ſeruants with what he plecaſeth , and with 
the vigor of his celeſtiall ſpirit ſo ordgreth, 
that the fleſh is not weakened, but 'aincth 
| trength by mortification. 

The ſanftity and newnes of Saint Anto- 
nies life was fo admired that from that litle 
corner,where he was, it wasdiuulged through 
all the world , and the fame of his name was . 
ipread as far as Africa , Spaine , France, Italy 

| and other countreys more remote, and by his 
example innumerable poeple were moued 


to the louc of God and the contempt cf 
the 


litle Caſtle did Saint Antony make his abode, Ty; | 
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the world ; who all deſired to follow his 

11: footſteps to be taught by him , «nd liuc 
Lint vader his holy inſtititution. And by this 
421, Meanes many Monaſteries were founded and 


1O0T 


we through our owne fault do not render it __, 
them againe. And to this purpoſe he related x74, 

co them , that the deuijl once knockt at the | a ys 
Monaſtery gate an4 that himfelf went out to a nx, 
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the deſerts fo filled, that they ſeemed to be po 
pulous cities , inhabited by heaucaly citizens, 
whom Antony condutted by his good exam 
ple, and comforted with his admoniſhment: 
and ſweete exhortations. He told them that 
there is no thing of*ſo great importance in a 
ſpirituall life , as for a Religious man to'per- 
wade himſclf thac he is —_ beginning: 
that Paradiſe is found in all places , where * 
hart is fixed in God : that the devills are afraid 
of the prayers, faſtings, and pennance of the 
ſeruants of God ; but aboue all of their vo- 
luntary pouerty , humility , contempt of the 
world, charity and meeknes in bridling anger. 
For by theſe vertues the Serptnts head it brui- 
ſed and broken. He tay em that the true 
armes to fight the deuill with , are a —_— 
faith and a pure life, That here in this wor| 
what is bought , the iuſt price mult be giuen 
for it to him that ſells it : but that heauen is 
bought very Cheape, and for much lefle then 
it is worth ; wherefore all the paines and tra- 
uells of this life ( although they come to «© x- 
tend to foureſcore or an hundred yeares) arc 
momentaric ; and the happines that is giucn 
vs for them ,hath no end : and whatloeucr a 
man forſaketh for the ſeruice of Cod , hc 
ought to eſtceme it as nothing , though hc 
were Lord of the whole world ; for ail the 
earth in reſpe& of hcauen is no more then a 
on ; and what he poflefleth here he mult 
eaue at Jaſt whither he will or no , anv 
therefore it is not much that he leaue a lul. 
before he dye, what he can not cariic away 
with him. Eucn as in the feruice which 1s 
due'to the King, a man is not exculed f.om 
obeying his commands , by ſctting torth the 
rue leruice which he hach alredic don him; 
o the true ſeruant oft God muſt not looke at 
what he hath don, but what remaines to do 
to pleaſe our Lord, The reward is not giuen 
to him that begun well, but to him that ends 
well, That for to exclude all ſloth, the belt 
meanes 15 to haue always before our eyes, the 
incertainty of this lite; and euery night not 
to expect the morning, nor in the day to ex- 
pet the night. That vertue, is not ſo harda 
ks A appeareth to be. That the deuills 
ave Minucterate hatred againſt all Chriſtians 
but chiefly againſt the Religious, and virgins, 
and do vie many tricks and deceipts , taking 
ſometimes the fhape of wolues, otherwhiles 
of foxes, now of the lambe, then of the Lyon: 
but all their guiles and deuiſes are deſtroyed 
and brought to naught by difideace which 
the good Religious man hath of himſclt , and 
confidence in Chriſt, who difarmed them on 
the Croſle , and tooke away their power , if 


—_ 


| and ſilence , which take 


ſce who knocht , and he perceived a man of 
a ſtrange itature , that even touched the skye 


| with his heaq, of whom he demanded who 


he was, Ani he anſwered : I am Sathan. and 
wha: would you baue bere ? he replycd : 7 
vouliknyy hy wot only «Monks, but all Chri- 
ſtians are continually curſing me. For at the leaſt 
miſchance that befalis them , ſlrait they cry out: 
cx:jed be the d:nill. The Saint told him that 
toere vas great reaſon for it , for that be tempted 
them, and layed i[nares for to bring them to fon. 
But the deuill anſwered, that he was 20t in 
fauit for mens finning but that they d) burt and 
endommaze tbemſ:lues , and ſearch for o:caftons 
of committing ſin. As for him ſince God be- 
came man, he had neitber firength , armes nor 
cities left im , and bath bin euen drinen from 
the deſerts ſince the Monks came to inbacite 
them, jo that men ought to complaine of theme 
Jelues , when they fall ini0 fin and not of him, 
Who 37 #0t in the fault. Wherefore Saint An- 
cony gaue tha ks to Ieſus Chit who had 


ouerco.nc the deuill , aud forced him to tell. 


this truth, although he be the father of lyes, 
And the deuiil hearing the name of leſusChriit 
preſently vaniſhed. 

Among theſe documents he gaue ſome 
othersto his Religious, and aduited them not 
to be Curious, to know things to come, tor 
that many through that curiohtie had bin de» 
luded : that they ſhould make more account 
ot a good lite , then of working miracles ,and 
that he who bath that power , ſhould beware 
not to grow vaine therby , nor think the 
better ot himſeltfor it, nor defpice thoſe that 
work none; tor nuracles ate the guift of God, 
and peculiar to his mercy , and not to our 
inileric ; and 1t 15 not always a certaine igne 
that he , that doth them, is.in the grace of 


Go\. That the ſtrongeit weapon to overcome = 


the cnemie with ,15 the ipirntuall ioy and re» 
poſe of a foule , which 1s always in the pre- 
lence of God, for with that light all darknes 
vaniſheth, and the tentations ot Satan ditlolue 
into {moake. That wearc always to haue the 
exawples of the Saints before our eyes , for to 
incite vs to vertue. That tor to auoide falling it 
helpeth much to diſcouer our faults to our bre- 
theren, and by that publick ſhame, and ma- 
nifeſtation of our oftences to preſerue vs from a 
relaps.at a certaine conference, which S. Antony 
had with his Religious , where they treated 
of the excellency of vertue, and what veitue 
doth ſurpaſle the reſt, and is moic necellaric 
for a Religious man; ſome ofthem giuing the 
prehemincnce to pennance , wherby the 
fleſh is tamed and ſubdued; otheisto ſolitude 
away the occations 
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| meanes turn the deſerts into 4 paradiſe, would = 
not permitt him to end hislife by the word, "17, 

who was to giue life to ſo many. He returneq Tay 

to his Monaſtcric ſo ſoone as the Rorme of AR), 


IOL 
w— of fin; others to mercy, to which God pro- 


17. miſeth at the laſt day an eternall retrivution, 
Iaxv- and others to ſome otter vertues ; Saint An- 


_ 
a 


Is 
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tony . as more ex-crienced, gaue the higheſt 
and firſt place to diſcretion,as the guide and 
miſtreſle of all the ret, and without which a 
ſpirituall life is blind , and deſtitute of all 
condu&. With theſe and other like documents 
Saint Antony inſtru&ed his Diſciples in the 

erfe&ion of a Monaſticall and religious lite ; 


| apd by the fire of his. words inflamed them, 


with the contempt of all viſible things , and 


With the love of Gnd, And as they were Cif- 


don nothing 


$ 


poſed , like vnto a fertile ſoile , well cultiua- 
tzd, the feed of this cele(tiall dodrine yeelded 
fruit abundantly , and with a great encreaſe. 
And ſo thofe mountaines became tull of quires 
of holy monks, that read , fung, wept , and 
afMiaed themielucs for their owne ftnns, and 
for thoſe of the world ; and repreſentcd to all 
that bcheld them a liucly 1wage and perfe& 
Pattern otheaven : for they lived in anaccom- 
pliſhed peace, vnity , and concord , without 
ambition , enuvie , murmuring. or complant of 
any , wholy vomindfull of all things belon- 
ging to carth, andin acontinual] meditation 
ot the joys of heauen, | 
Although Saint Antony lived ſuch an An- 
gclicall life, and was father to ſo many children 
all perfe& in vertue , yet be thought he had 
, if he did not dye for Chriſt, 
and giuc his blood for his holy faith. And it 
being 1n the time of Maxin.ian his-perſe cution, 
when diverſe Chriſtians were taken , and tor- 
mented, and carricd to Alexandria , there to 
he putt to death ; burning with a deſire of 
Martyrdome , he went to Alexandria , with 
intention to dye with them , if God ſhould 
do him the favor; or to be ſeruiceable to tuch 
as dyed , by encouraging and aſſiſting them in 
al! chae he could. He was alredic a Martyr 30 
defire,znd for to be ſo indeede, be ſerued the 
impriicned Chiſtians , went with them, when 
they were preſented before the Tudges , ani- 
mated them 1n their ſuſterings, and cuen at- 
tenced them to the place ot execution ; that 
ſo'he might obtaine that happie lott , and 
beare them company. He retoyced for the glo- 
rice of every Martyrs viftorte , as if it had bin 
his owne. He perſeueredſolong in this pious 
office that the ludge , although he forbare to 
lay hands vpon him, commanded his Monks 
to go forth of the citie. Wherypon moſt of 
them did retire or hide themſelues , but Saint 
Artony , the day following , being clothed in 
a cleape and white garment that ke might be 
the more conſpicuous, and better taken no- 
tice oi, fiood in a high and publick place, 
Gvir.g in mind , for that he did not dye for 
Chriit. But our Lord , who would ferue him- 
felt of Þim tor father and Maſter of an innu- 
merable companic of Monks , and by his 


perſecution ccaled , and the Church enioyed 
ſome quict ; and as if he had then begun to 
ſerue God , he faſted, prayed, watched, always 
clothed 1n Eaircloth, procuring to be a Maityr 
all days cf his life, ſeeing he could notgaine 
the crowne of Martyrdome, He ſhut himfelf 
vp a new 10 his Monaſterie, not to be fſecne 
of any, ard there did he work great wonders 
and miracles ,although the greateſt ofall was 
his humility , whereby he was ſo fixed in the 
knowlege of himſelf, that the more our Lord 
exalted him and made him glorious, ſo much 
the more did he abaſe and annihilate himſelf, 
giving glory to whom it appertained , and 
confuſion to himſelf. | 

It js hard to believe the multitude , great- 
nes and vtility of thoſe miracles , which God 
wrought by Saint Antony in the cure of all 
ſorts of diteaſes , and” afflitions and particu» 
larly againſt the deuills , ouer whom , as vic 
torious and triumphant, he had ſo greatpower 
and aufQority , that his only Name was ſuffi- 
cicrit to torment them , and caſt them forth 
of bodies. But he fearing that ſo many ſtrange 
and wonderfull things , which God wrought 
by him, might make him to forgett himicl, 
or cauſe in others a greater eſteeme and ho- 
ncur of him then he deſerved ; reſolucd to 
fiye into the higher Thebais ,where no bodie 
ſhould know him. Whertore taking with him 
a ſrale quantity of bread , he went on his 
vay; and comming to a rivers fide , whilſt he 
expected tor 2 boate to paſſe over, he heard 3 
voyce that ſaid : «Antony , whither goeſt thow, 
and for what ? he anſwered conhdently : 7 
-m going to the per Thelgis, becauſe thepoeple 
here take away my quiet , and demand of 
me things Which ave abowe my ſtrength. But 
being aduiſed by the ſame voyce , he leſt of 
his way ;and cptred three days journey into 
that deſert, vntill he came to the top of a 
htgh mountaine, where there was fountaine 
ot clecre water , and 4 few date trees in a 
feld about the mountaine. In this place he 
ſeated himſelf aif it had bin' appointed him, 
by God. But when his diſciples knew whe- 
re he was , they ſent him , like good 
children , proviſion of foode , withhgreat 
Faines of thoſe that carried it : and tME holy 
father,to caſe them of that labour,ſowed a ſmall 
parcell of the field , which he could water, 
and gathered his owne ſuſtenance with great 
contentment, becauſe he lived by the labour 
of his hands in that deſert without trouble 
to any. Ard for that there came many 
to viht him, he planted in a litle orchard tome 
herbes {orto have wherewithall to cntertaine 


them, it happened that certaine beaſts came 
and 
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the deuill Rroue to hinder him. The A 
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| and ſpoiled the litle orchard, which the Saint 
17- had cultivated with ſo much paines , but he 
Nv catching one of them, faid to them all : yhe- 


refore dp you do me this Yronz \ fince I neue! 
did you any ? Get yee hence, and remember that 
I forbid you to returne hither any more. And 
they obeyed, as if it hail bia the commande- 
ment of God. 

An other time the deuill for to fright him 
aſſembled great troupes of wild beaſts 1n the 
dead of the night , and as Saint Antony was 
at his praycrs, made them to ruſh ypon him, 
as if they would have torn him in pieces. But 


- he, who vnderſtood fulwell the devills craft, 


faid to them : if God bath giuey you pover ower 
me, bere } am, denoure me. But i/ you are come, 
4s thruſt on by the common enemie , depart bence 
quickly , for F am the ſeruant of Feſus Chriſt. 
Wherypon they ran away , and neuer ygfur- 
ned more.Once about the ninth houre, before 


he tooke his refeftion , as he was praying, ; 


he was rapt in ſpirit, and thought chat the 

ells were carrying him to heauen , and 
clls 
asked them why they offcred to ſtoppe him 
ih his way to heaucn, ſecing he had no fins 


' to withhold hun. They began to accuſe him 


of all the finns of his youth. And when the 
Angpells faid that all thoſe finns were cleanſed 
and pardoned by pennance , and that they 
ſhould alleage againſt him what he had don 
ſince he became a monk and conſecrated him- 
ſelf to allmighty God z thedeuills, notwith- 
ſandirig their lying , could find nothing to 


ſay, which might hinder his. paſſage, yet the 


Saint when he carne to himſelf , would not 
cate one bit, but ſpent the whole night in 


ſighiog and lamenting the miſcrie and carc- 


lefſnes of men, who having fo many power- 
full cnemies againſt them , live as negligently 
and without tearc, as if they had none act all. 
An other viſion which he kad of the fame 
nature. was thus: he hearda voyce one night 
which called him, ſaying : Antory , ariſe, 20 
forth and thou halt jece : he aroſe , went torth 
and ſaw iphboſt, like to aterrible: gyant whole 
head touched the clowdes,and ſtretching forth 
his hands endeavoured what he could to hin- 


der ſuch as ,with wings were ſoaring vp to | 


heauen-: ſorae of them he catched ,and threw 
to the ground, others eſcaped him , and in 
deſpite of him got vp to heauen, Then was 
heard a voyce conſider well what thou ſceſt. 
And the ſaint being cnlightned by God vn- 


. Qcrftood that thofe who were mounting , are 


the ſoules of nien, whoſe flight the deuill doth 

his worſt to hinder , and prevailerMf againſt 
fnners, but hath no power ouer the Saints. 
All theſe tentations and viſions ſerued Saint 
Antony ſor new motiues to encreaſc in the 
wo feare and loue of God. He was ſo gom+ 
PAai1O 


nate and tender of hart, that when aoy | 


| 


poore man was oppreſſed , and could not 
haue iuvflice don him , he defended him+1;as if 
himſelf had receiued the wrong. For chaſtity 
he was more hketo 'an Angell then a mans. 
He was moſt amiable and mild of condition, 
meeke aboue mcaſure,aud extremely hutable, 
he was fo abſorpt ig ptayer; that be pailed 
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whole nights vpon tis knees : for when the . 


lupne {ct it was at his back , and when it 
arofe the next morning, it ſhine«| on his eyes; 
And hej would complaine of the ſuanc for 
depriuing him of the ſwcetnes and repoſe of 
his hart , ſaying : 0 /uzze , why takeſt ton 
from me, the trightnes of the true and eternall 
light. In pennance he was ſb rigorous, as if 
he had not bin made of fleſh. Of to vadanted 
a courape , that not only he was never afraid 
of the deuills, but became their terror and tor- 
ment. His countenance was cuer cheerlull and 
ſerene, without any changiog : for acither 
did proſperity puff: him vp, nor aduetſitiy de» 
_ him ; and thuſe who had never ſeen 
im before, did know him amoovgſt all other 
Religious without any mans information, and 
addreſſed themlelues vnto him, iudging of the 
purity of his foule by the bright2es which 
ſhined in his face. He bore a great refpe& to 
all the Clergie, kneeling downe for to recet- 
uc the bleſſing of Prieſts and Biſhops. * 
.- He ſhunned the conueriation of all thoſe 
that had ſeparated themlſelues from the Church, 
and did teach that the true Catholcke oughe 
to abhorre and fly tom them, as from veni- 
mous ferpents. And the Saint himſelf didde- 
cf? them , and oppoſed their impiety. He writ 
once to an Artian Biſhop Gregory,” who per- 
lecuted Catholicks with incredible cruelty,or 
(as it is ſaid in his life) to & captaine called 
Blaiſc,that he (ſhould take heed, for that the 
wrath of God was at hand , and would fall 
vpon him, it he ameaded not. The heretick 
[cofted at the Saitits letter, threw it ypon the 
ground , fpitt and trampled vpon it : but wi- 
thin a while aſter , a very gentle horſe taking 
him by the thigh pluckt him downe, and after 
three days hedyed miſerably in puniſhment of 
his fin, and afiont donto Saint Antony. An 
other time, being on his mountaine, far from 
Egypt , he ſavy in a viſion the rauage that the 
Arian Heteticks were tomake at Alexandria, 
and proftrating himſelton the ground, he be- 
gan to weepe and figh , and beſeech our lord 
not to permit to gieata calamity to befall his 
Church, as was threatned by that vihon. For 
it wasthere reucaled that beafts and mules did 
kick at Gods e4ltar , and caſt and fling it 
downe. «And that thoſe beaſts were the Ari- 
ans, who in a ſhoit time would deſtroy the 
Churches , and ruinc the Altars of our Lord, 
But the Saint was comferted , when he was 
aſſured that the Catholick Church ſhould co- 
me forth viftorious , and that hauing oucrco- 
1 CC mo 
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 (— oc and defeated her enemies, ſhe ſhould floriſh 
17. ingreater glorie and. proſferity then before. 
Iany- This he related to his children, who wept 
 A&1, bitterly to ſee their father weepe , and were 


comforted with his comfort. 

In this ſaine {Arian perſecution he was 
called by Saint rear} Bot to eAlecxandria 
to withſtand the fury of Hereticks, and ani- 
mate the «flifted Catholicks , and (as Saint 
Athanaſius himſelf writes ) it was a mar- 
uclous fruit which our Lord diew from his 
ſervant eAntonys preaching. For the encmies 
of truth were much confounded, and all the 
children of the Catholick Church cpmſorted 
and encouraged. The heathens admired the 
ſolid and profound reaſons which be brought 
for to prouec and confirme all that he ſaid, For 


although he had neuer ſtudyed the books of the 


biloſophcrs and wiſe men of the world, yet. 
he had bin interiourly taught by our Lord | 
Church, which vpon his only word and teſti- 


and illuminated with that true , and celeſtiall 
wwildome , which the vaine philoſfophic of 
the world was not able to withſtand , as it ap- 
po in the frequent diſputations which he 

ad with the greateſt Philoſophers, who came 
vato him for to make themteltes ſport with 
his ſimplicity and ignorance : but he convin- 
ced them, and putt them ſo to filence , that 
they had nothing to anſwer that devine 
ſpirit , which did ſpeake in eAntony. 
Whilſt he remayned at Alexandria , there 
came to him ( as writeth Saint Terome ) one 
dydimus, who was a moſt learned man , and 
citeemed in his time a miracle of wiſedome : 
who though he were blind, was moſt perie& 


in thoſe ſciences which without eyes cannot 


wel be learnt. As they were diſcourſing of 
holy ſcripture Saint Antony in 4 familiar way 
asked dydimus , whither it did not afflift him 
that he was blind, he was troubled , and would 
not anſwer him , but at laſt Saint Antony 
prefled him that he confeſſed that his blindnes 
was an affliction. to him, then Saint Antony 
lovingly told him that he maruelld much that 
fo witl a man ſhould be troubled for want 
of eyes which are common to arits and flyes; 
and ſhould not rather comfort himſelf to ha- 
ne thoſe cyes which are proper to the Saints 
and frends of our lord, By which words Saint 
Antony <1d mitigate the trouble which dy- 
dimus had for being: blind. And not only 
wiſe men reſpe&ted and humbled themſclues 
vnto him. But alſo Princes, Emperous ,and 
Monarks did hotour him and write vato him. 
as Confſtanrine the great with his children, 


defiring that he would alſo comfort them: 


with his letters. One time among the reſt 
calling his Religious, he told them. The Kings, 
of this World baue ſent ws letters. But this 
muſt not ſeeme any great matter to a Chriſlian. 
For although their power be great , yet we are 
all born and ye alike. the thing that is bighiy 


—_— 


\ 


to be efteemed indeed js that God bath writen bis 
law for men , and enriched bis Church with bis 
words, What hath a Religions man to do ith 
letters of Kings , which , according to their ſtile 
he knoveth not hoy to; anſyer ? Thus he ſpoke 
althovgh afterwards, his brethren entreati 
him, be wiit back in this manner to the Em. 
perour. That he shonld reioyce thas be was & 
Chriftian, but not think it a matter of much 
eſteeme tobe a King: and therfore not bepuffed 
vp with bis poxer , but rather tremble, knowing 
that he was torender an account of it to the Kin 
of Kings : that he should conſerue Inſtice andcle- 
mency among ſt bis ſubiet?s, and be ſveete and aff a- 


' ble to the poore and diſiteſied. Which letter the 


Emperour Conſtantine receiued with great 


contentment , cſteeming it. as a rich and 


pretious treaſure. In fine Saint Antoniesauc. 
torggy was great not only with Kings and 
Emperous, but alſo with the whale. Catholik 


mony hath canogized and put in the catalo- 
gue of Saints, bleficd Paul the firſt Hermite, 
as we declared in his life. 

At length this holy and glorious Father, 
having lived a hundred and five yearcs, and 
filled the world with the fame and tragrant 
ſauour of his ſanity, miracles, victories, and 
triumphs, had a revelation from our Lotd, 
that he would call him to himſclf, and giue 
him an eternall reward , for his temporall 
trauells, He acquainted his brethren here with 
ſkewing great ſfpnes of ioy , and exhorted 
them to perſcuer in a vertuous courſe , and 
particularly to fight againſt hereticks, as him- 
lelt had always don, tor that they were enc- 
mics of Ieſus Chriſt, and had proclaimed war 
againſt his Church. Then he gauc order to 
two of his companions, to bury him , when 
he ſhould be dead ,in fecret , that no body 
might know where he lay , fearing that poc- 
ple would honour him, and carric his body into 
Egypt,there to be embaulmed and anoynted 


' with powders and aromatick fpices, as in thok 


times they vſcd to preſcruc from corruption 
as long as they could, dead bodies of thoſe 
whom they loued and eſteemed : 4 thing which 
the Saint had cucr abhorred : for what ſocuer 
ſhould become of his bodie, he confided in 
God that at the generall ReſurreRton it ſball 
riſe vncorrupt.. After he made his will ia this 
manner, He left to Saint Athanaſius Biſhop 
a coate made of goates hairce and a thred-barc 
mantle, which he had receiued from him freſh 


All 


and new; and the ſame Athanaſius faith that he 


kept it as arich and wealthie patrimonie.An other 
coate Of goat skins he bequeathed to Biſhop 
Serapion, and hs haire-ſhirt to his two Diſci- 
ples. This don , he ſaid: «Abide in God , my 
children , for your Antony is going from 30u» 
and ball be no more With you mm this life. And 
having kifſcd them withextraordinaric f oeling 
an 


I 
I, 


All 
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and tendernes, heſtretched forth his feete;and 
looked vpon death with great ioy , as it he 


Jaxy- bad feeenc the quires of Apgells comming 


ART, 


for to carrie his blefſed ſoule to heauen.And 
ſo he departed this life , his body remaiging 
freſh andentire , as if jt had bin yet aliue. And 
itis a thing worthie of admiration , that not- 
withſtanding ſo longand rigorous pennance, 
as that body had endured, he neither w ante 
a tooth, nor felt any dimnes in his fight : his 
legs were yct ſtrong , and all his limbes vi- 
gorous : which was a token of his great me- 
rits, and of what our Lord can and yſcth to 
work for his ſeruants.S. Antonics diſciples did 
as their father had commanded them: and hus 
facred body lay hidden 4 long time , vatill it 


.was found by deuine revelation, and carried 


from Thebais to Alexandria, and from thence 


. to Vienne in France , were his Relicks arc 


much honored. Saint Antony dyed vpon the 
ſcaucntienth of Ianvary in the yearc three 
hundred fixty one, according to Saint Icro- 
me, but Baronius faith three hundred fifty 
cight, being (as we ſaid) a hundred and fige 
yearesold. Anditſcemeth that all the world 
reſented and bemoned his death. For from his 
departure there fell no raine from heayean for 
three yeares. He writ diverſe epiſtles in his 
owne language , wherof ſeauecn , faith Saint 
Icrome , were tranſlated into grecke, full of 
admirable and cYftiall fpirit and doarine, 
Tritemius addeth that Saint Antony writ an 
other work in two boocks , which he called 
«Meliſia , that is to ſay , the bee. And it is to be 
ſeenc in the ftth tome of the librarie of the 
holy fathers printed at Paris in the yearc one 
thouſand five hundred eighty nine. But it ſee- 
meth to be rather of an other Antony Abbot, 
then of this our Saint; as well for that Saint 
lerome maketh:no mention of it; as for that 
it appeareth to be colle&ted out of other 


Authors , ſome of which lined many yeares | 


after Saint Antony, L4 
Saint Toba Chryſcſtome declaring thatby 
reaſon ofthe child leſus his flight into Egypt, 
and his abode there in his firſt yeares, the coun- 
trey came to be fanfilyed, ſaith : If any oze 
vill now paſſe through the deſerts of Egypt ,he 
Shall find them as pleaſant and deligbtfull as a 
Paradiſe ; and there sball meete wich an mnu- 
merable companie of Angells in humane fleib ; 
with armies of «Martyrs, and Bxires of Virgins. 
He hall ſee there the tyranny ofthe denilt vt- 
terly owerthrowne , the king dome of Teſus Chriſt 
flortshing ; (an#ity and wertue triumphing no 
teſſe among Women then men ; yea often times 
the weaker fex doth ſurpaſie the conſtanty of 
men. And then he adds: He who bath bin in 
theſe deſerts, knoweth that What Ye ſay is true, 
and be that bath not ſcene them, let him conſider 
the great Samnt «Antony , Whom Egypt bath 
brought forth finte the Apoſtles : yho to this day 


is famous thiewghout rhe world , for hauing bin 
Worthie to ſee God , becauſe be led a heawen(y 
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. life , and ſuch an one as the laws of Chriſt do Tanys 


exat. Reade the hiſlorie.ofi bim , Which 12.4 AR 


confuſion of Hereticks an inflrutlica tor Þliloſo- 
phers and arare example for,Chriſtians.Pitheito 
Saint Chiyſoltome. And Saint Auguſtine re- 


\ counts thata frend of his by hazne Potitianus, 


4n the citic of Treyers, withthree ofhis.com- 
panzons went forth. to -walke ;, whilft the 
Emmpcrour was entertayning. himſelf | with 
certaine publique ſports : and ;that two. of 
them , not knowing whither they went, fell 
at laſt vpon. a,poore cottage, inhabited: by 
ſome ſervants of God, and there found a booke 
of the lite of Saint Antony: and one: of them 
began to read it, and to. wonder at it ,.and 
to be inflamed by it ſa much as to rcfolue 
to iwitate him, as he did ; for preſently lea- 
uing the ſctuice of the world ; he liſted him- 
ſelf amongſt the ſeryants of God , though he 
were then one of the Emperous Agents, whilſt 
he was in thefe thoughts , being filled with 
the loue of God , and 4 Religious kind of 
ſhame, and being angry with himſelt, he caſt 
his eycs vpon his companion, and ſaid ; Teh 
me, T beſeech the , what do wepretendto arriue 
vnto by all theſe our labowrs ? what do we ſeeks? 
In the hope of what do We thus earneſtly amploy 
our ſelues ? can we baue 4 bigher ambitiog, then 
to be fauourits of the Emperonr ? and this fa- 
#0ur bow -britle and perilous is it ? and how 
many dangers muſt ve poſi to come to & greater 
danger? and after all bow long vill it laſt? but 
if I'will T may be Gods frend and fawuorite at 
this very inſtant. This he ſaid , and being; 
as it were ift labcur with a feruent defire of 
a new life , he turned his eyes againe to the 
booke , and read on, and was inwardly chan- 


ged , and his mind by litle and litle was 


diſpoſieſt of the world , as immediatly after- 
wards appeared, For after that he had well 
rondered what he had rcad , he gaueadeepe 
groan , and refolued at laſt vpon a better 
conrſe ; and then with a ferene countenance 
laid to his frend : Exen nov do T renounce thoſe 
deceitſull bupes and am reſolued to ſerne God, 
and to begin at t/1s wery inſtant , and in this 


\ place. As for thee ,if thow tanſs not be content 
to imitate me , at leaſt diſſwade me not. The 


other anſwered that he would not lcaue 
him, but be his companion in proſecuting ſo 


honorable 4 deſigne, and in the hopes ofob- 


taining ſo greata reward and recompetiſe And 
they both begai to build vp the Euangelicall 
tower with ſufficicnt expenſes, to wit forſa- 
king all things, and following Chriſt, Saint 
Auguſtine addeth further : that when Potiua- 
nusand his companion, who had bin walking 
in other parts of the garden ( —_— ſought 
them long , and finding them at lait in the 
cottage) aduiſed they to returne , becaulc it 

Was 
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—— was now late; they declaring their reſolution , 


P— 


which God had giuenand confirmed them in, 
defired to be pardoned if they refufed to retur- 
ne home with them But Potitianus with his 
frend , although they had no mind to tike 
the ſame courſe ; with many tc#tes congratu- 
lating their happy eflate, recommerided ther- 
ſelues to their prayers , and drawing , 2s ut 
were, their deie&ed harts von the carth,te- 
turned to the court : znd the other two having 


fixed their batts-in hcaucn , remained in the | 


| will T zine the Keyes of the kiny dome of heanen. 


And 1 batſveuer thou ihalr-tind wvpun tarth it 


s+all bebound alſo in the heauens , and what- Iaxytl 
feeuer thou shalt luoje in earth, it s all le looſed * Rl 


aiſp in the heauens. Mat: 16. By whichwords 
Chriſt our Lord dil conſtitute him his vicar 
veon carth , and the ſupdamentall Rene of 
his CEurch ; to the erf{ that eutty faithful 
Criſtian , that like a4 None will be incor- 
porated.into the edifice ot the Church, ould 
know that he ovght to be veuted with this 


cottage. They were both of them eſpouſed tv |- firſt Rone, and with the faith and doftrine of 


yourg Ladys, who as ſoohe as they heard | 
what had happened, did allo conſecrate ther | 


virginity to God. 'All this Potitianus related, 
faithSaint Auguſtihe,declatipg ike fivitwhich 
theſe two Couttiers did gett by-reading the 
life of Saint «Antony. Let vs likewiſcreadit, 
and make our profit of it, imitating his heroi- 
call vertues , that by his holy prayers we may 
be'made yotthie to beare him companie; and 
enter into tlie glorie of our Lord. «Almoſt all 
that write the Eccleſiaſticall hiltorie, do make 


mention of Saint Antony. 


ERELILIIIRER ARE REGINA 
DESI ISSSIS HSÞPSESEISH IS HEE DS SI 


CEP EET PP EL ELDE'S'S 


THE FEAST OF SAINT 
Peters Chaire at Rome. 


a HE tioly Church hath inſtituted 
'L WF the feaſt of Saine Peters Chaire 
D Py at Rome ſor to ſclemn:ze that 

) ÞY: happic day , on which the Prince 
SE RH cf the epoftles Saint Peter 
after he had held his Apoſtolicke Scatc 
ſcauen yeares at eAntioche , came to Rome , 
=rd placcd it” in that city ,, which is the 
chieſe and} head of the world : which being 
brovght to the light of the Gefpell by the 
preaching of the 4poſtles,wasto acknowlege 
and reuerence that Seate. And all the faithſull 
fromeaſt to yeſt, and from: Noth to ſouth , as 
| ſheepe of our Loids fold , ought to obey 
every lawfull Succeſſor of Saint Peter, as truc 
and vniverfall Paſtor ofthe Church. «Alſo this 
day the holy Church doth renew'the memo- 
-r1e of that ſingular favovr , which our Lo1d 
did toSaint Peter, and in him to all the world; 
when enlightned not by fleſh and blocd, 
but” by the eternall father , he acknow- 
ledged' and teftificd Icſus Chriſt to be his 
' coeternall ſonne' : and Chriſt in recom= 


penſe of that acknowledgement and conteſli- 
on ſaid to him : Thox art Peter.and won this 
nocke ill T luild my Church,and the gates of 
bell shall net, zreugile againſt it ; ana to thee 


the Reman Church, which the ſucceſſors of 
Saint Pcter db teach. And as a member to 
haue life , tauſt be vnited with its head, and 
the brench with the roote , and river with 
its ſource : ſocaery fauthbful} Catholick ovghe 
to be vnited and ſubic& to the Chaire of St. 
Petcr , and his ſucceſſors; wherof each one, 

after Chriſt , is head of the whole body of 
the Church , cut cf which there is no life, 

ſpirit ; nor grace , wherewith ſhe alone is 


- we ; nouriſted and ſuſtained; This is 


| the benckte, which vnder the name , and feaſt 


of Saint Peters Chaire;thc holy Church doth 
on this day ſet belore v3 ,and giucth ys to 
vnderftand that fhe hath one only ſupreme , 
vniverſall and perpetuall Paſtor to rule and 
gouerne her, as Chriſts vicar and liuetcnang, 
whom he being to depart from this world 
and aſcend into heaven, (WW leauc vponearth, 
to be her viſible head, and gouernether ex- 
tcriourly with ſuch light, influence and ſpiris, 
as he himſc}f , who is the inuifible head and 
prime Paſtor , ſtould pleaſe to communicate, 
Chriſt would have this Paſtor and vicar to be 
but cne , becauſe as the Church 1s one , ſo is 
if convenient that there ſhould be one iudge 
of the thipgs telonging to the fame faith, to 
auoid therin diſvnion and diverſity of opin- 
ons. eAs in a well-ordered famly there is one 
read and maſier of the family ;1n a flock one 
ſhepheard, jn a ſtippge one maſter , in an atr- 
rae one Generall, and in a kingdome 
one king : and if there were more , it would 
prove agreat confuſion :ſoin the holy Church 
(which the {cripture calleth the family,flock, 
ſhippe, armie, and kingdome of God ) it was 
conuenient thatthere ſhould be but one maſter 
otthe ſamily,ove Paſtor, gouernour , generall, 
and ſpiritual] Monatke, for to rule and go- 
uerne it; 4nd that the Church ſhould not 

w:nt that excellencie , which is in a tempo- 
rall kingCcme , wheie all power is reduced 
to cne. head, ty reafen wherof it is better 

goucined, conſerued, and deſended : nor bc 
inferiour to the Synagegue , where there was 

but cnc biph Pijeſt; tecing tEat the Iewes Sy- 

n2gopue Was 2 figure ;nd type of the Church 

of Iejus Chriſt , and there 1s no reaſon that 

the figure it could be m.oze perfet then the 


thing bgurcd, or the ſt:dow more yy 
en 


\ 


The Chairg of Saint Peter at Romie, 


we then the bodie, In fine the Eccleſisſtical! 
18, % 


Hierarchie was to reſemble the celeſtiall : 


\xvlanv- where ſcuerall quires of Angells do acknow- 


Kl, 


Vn ens 


AR ledge one Prince and leader, who is commonly 


taken to be Saint Michacl the Archangel, 
according to what we reade in the eApoca- 
liple : That therewas a great latteſl inheauen. 
Micha#l ang bis «Angells ſought wath the Dra- 
gon, and his complices. Aod in the de uine office 


| it is ſaid of Saint Michael : that be is made 


Chiefe of Paratiſe , and is the Prince or com- 
mander of the beauenly «Militia. And it there 
be in cuery Pariſh 4 curate , incuery Cathe- 
drall Church a Biſhop, in every Province 4 
Metropolitan , and aboue Metrolitans or 
Archbiſhops there are Primats and Patriarks: 
it was very iuſt and reaſonable that aboue 
all theſe degrees and dignities there ſhould 
be in the Church a Pope , that is to ſay 4 
common father of all,to communicate to cach 
one the power, which is neceſlarie for the 
good of his ſheepe ; who, as vaiucrſall Paſtor, 
is to be always watching , ouer the fold of 
onr Lord , extended through all parrs of the 
world: and is not only to feed by meanes of 
inferiour Paſtors , the ſheepe which he hath, 


| but alſo to draw vnto him thoſe which 


are ſtraying and loſt, and make lambes of 
wolues , aud Chriſtians ofhcathens , ſending 
forth preachers for to cnlighten them with the 
beames of the Goſpell ; as we ſee that the 


\ Sea Apoſtolicke doth and hath cucr don, ha- 


ving eſtabliſhed all other Churches through 
the world ,as appeareth by Ecclefiaſticall hiſto- 
ries , and Pope Innocent the firſt aftirmeth it. 
And therfore it was fitting that this vniuerfall 
Paſtor ſhould nct only be one , butalſo per- 
petuall, continuing by lawfull ſucceſſion vn- 
to the end of the world. For the Church is 
to endure and laſt for euer, and ſhall always 
have ſheepe of Chriſt to feed, and a ſoucraine 
Paſtor to haue care of them. And certainly the 
prouidence of God had bin but ſhort and 
weake, if he had built his Church , which 
muſt laſt always, vpon the lite of one ſingle 
man, mortall and fraile, So that when Chriſt 
laid to S.Peter : F vill gine to thee the keyes of 
the king dome of heaven , he did not promilſlc 
them to hin; alone , but to all his ſucceſſors: 
as when God faid to Adam : Thow art du## , 
an to duſt thox shal; returne ;he didnot mea- 
ne it only of the perſon of Adam, that he was 
duſt, and by death was toxcturn into duſt ; 
but in this maledi&ion he comprehended all 
the offpring of Adam : and when he promiſed 
Abraham to giue him the land of Canaan ( to 
thee will 1 gine this land) it is vnderſtood 
that he would giuc it to his children. and 
poſterity. In like manner when Ieſus Chriſt 
laid to Saint Peter, that he wouldgiue him the 
keyes of the kingdome of heaven , he inten- 
ded to give them to Saint P eter , and all bis 


ſucceſſors, for otherwiſe Chriſts promiſe had 


bin but very ſlight , of no great value, and 
of ſmall durance ,if it had bin limited o St. 
Peters hfe; nor had he ſufficiently prouided 
for his Church, it he had not given it a perpe-« 
tuall head, and a ſucceſſor of Peter,to gourrne 
it to the end of the world ; which after the. 
death of Saint Peter was more neceſſarie then 

in his life time. For whilſt. Saint Peter lived, 

the number of the faithfull was not ſo great, 
nor the extent of the Church ſpread 
through all nations and Prouinces, as aſter 
it was. Moreouer the Chriſtians at the begin- 

ning had the firſt fruits of the holy-Gho#, as 

the Apoſtle ſpeaketh , drunk at the fountai- 

ne of Apoſtolica]l doQrige, and were more 
perfet and more inflamed with the loue of 
God, and like meeke and obedient ſheepe they 
knew the voyce of their Paſtor, and followed 
him , and had his law wiittenin their hart z 
ſo that they had not ſo much neede of an 
cxteriour maſter to inſtru& them,orto watch 
ouer them, for to defend them from ſo many 
hereticks, as ſince that time haue riſen ; and 
like rauenous wolues do roue about. 

This vniuerfall and perprtuall Paſtor js 
the Biſhop of Rome , where Saint Peter by 
devine ordination placed his ſcate , and held 
it for the ſpace of fiue and twenty yearcs, 
eſtabliſhing it there for himſclue and his 
ſucceſſors far euer. ſo that as the Gencralls- of 
certaine orders are not only Generalls, 
and Rulers of their whole order, but alſo Ab. 
bots and Priors of particular conuents ; and 
he that is Superior of ſuch 4 houſe is withall 
generall of the order, as is the Prior of Saint 
Bartholomew of Lupian in Spaine , Generall 
of the order of Saint Ierome, and the Abbot 
of Saint Benedi& of Vallodolid Generall of 
Saint Benedits order, and the Prior of the 
great charterhouſe at Grenoble Generall of 
all the Carthufians, ſo is the Biſhop of Rome 
together Biſhop of that holy city,and vniner- 
ſail Paſtor cf all the Church. For our lord 
would ſhew his infinite power , in ſubduing 
by the meanes of 3 poore fiſherman that citie 
which had vanquiſhed, and overcome all the 
world; according to the prophefie of Efay, 
and cuen of the Sybille Erythrea , who ſpea- 
keth thus of Chriſt : He 5hall chooſe twelue 
firbermen ; among ſi xhom there will be one de« 
ill ( which was Iudas ) 4rd without armes 
or ſwords he shall ſubdue the city of Rome by 


4 fichermans hooks. He would alſo honour and * 


aduance that city aboue all other citics of the 
world, and raiſe there the ſpirituall Monar- 
chie where he had before eſtabliſhed the tem- 
porall,that they might ioyne together to hel- 
pe each other , andthe temporall ſhonld waite 
vpon the ſpirituall, the lefler vpon the greater. 
For this city being in the midle betweene caſt 
and weſt ,it can withmore eale compaſic arid 
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The Chaire of Saint Peter at Rome. 


goucrne all the prouinces of the world. Our 
Sauiour gave alſo the keyes of heaucn to St- 
Peter ,to wit the key of knowlege , and the 
key of power, for both the one and the other 
are-neceflarie fot the good goucrnment of the 
Church : knowlege , to tcach vs , and give 
vs light; and power for to rule vs and challifc 
vs ; and as well in the one as in the 


other , he gave him compleatly where- 


withall to condu ſovies vnto God, and (as 


the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ) for the enification and 


not for the deſt1u#ion of the Church. He gaue 
him power to call and ailemble Councils, 
and to prefide in them , and confirme their 


* decrees and dcfinitions: for to inltitute Reli- 


gious orders , and approue their rules and 
conſtitutions , and propoſe them to - the 
Church as fafe ways to cternall lice, He gaue 
power to examin the liues , miracles , and 
merits of Saints, and declare them ſuch , and 
to canonize them ; for to ſect them forth 
to; the publick vencration of the whole 


Church. He gaye him power to make laws 


which do binde and oblige all the faithiu)] ; 
alſo to interpret deuine ; and diſpenie with 
humane.laws. He gaue him power to. conlſc- 
crate: Biſhops, inſtitute Churches, vaite them, 
deuide them , transferre them, inlarge them, 


and difſoluc them , as he $hall 1ydge moſt 


conuenicnt for the good of the faithtuil, He 
gauc him'authoritie ouer all Biſhops and Paſ- 
tors , and over all Chriſtian Kings and Prin- 
ces -of the world, for that they are ali his 
ſheepe, and as Chriſtians ought ro obey him, 
in what belongeth to the ſalvation of their 
owne and their ſubic&s ſoules. For ail good 
temporall government of Kings is to be d1- 
refed ;, as to its truc end, to the ſpirituall 
good: 'of ſous, and temporall happines to 
eternall. He gaue him power to diſpence the 
treaſure of the Church , to grant indulgences 
and jubilecs, to pardon fins and all that de- 
pends theron, which is our greateſt happines, 
and a moſt ſingular bencfite of God. For this 
ſo great and devine power giuen by our 
Lotd to Saint Peter ;the Biſhop of Rome, his 
ſucceſſor ,is called Pepe, Father of all Fathers, 
Soveraine Bishep of Chriſtians , Chiefe Prieſt 
pad Prince of Prieſts , vicar of Chrifl , bead of 


the bodie of the Church , the foundation of the 


Ecclefiaſlicall building , Paſtor of our Sauiours 
flock, father and dofior of all the faithfull , go- 
wernowur of the houje of God , and keeper of 
bis vinegard , Spouſe of the Church , Prelate of 
the Sea Apoſtolicke , wninerſall Bichop. Thele 


are tirles which holy counciles add doors 


-do give ynto him who is ſeated in the Chaire 
of Saint Feter which is the chaire of truth, 
Mother of all Religious orders , and Miſtreſſe 


of 'all Churches ,a fure rule offaith and good | 


manners , light of heaucn,, interpretea of the 
| 


. Kdevine yill, cxpounderand declarer of the 


| thy only ſonne , changing bim his name and 


——__y——— 


ne, by laying wpon them the foundations of thy 


Jt, This feaſt of the Roman Chaire was kept 


- according to Euſebius and Saint Ierome,in 


v0 Ou O04 I 


ſenſe of holy Scripture, touch-ſtone of ſacred __ 
books, the honour and ornament of Saints, 
the comfort of the 1uſt , terror ofthe wicked, j,,% 
the guide of Catholicks,the ruine and {cour- , ,\Þ 
ge of hereticks , and the refuge of the aflited; 
vnto which , as vnto an - aflured haven have 
had recourſe all the holy Piclats, who were 
vniuſtly perſecuted , as Cecilian,, Athanaſius, 
Chryloſtome , Theodoxet , and ihe reſt This- 
is the bencft , which the Catholick Church 
cclebrateth on this day in the feaſt of Saihy 
Peters Chaire ; wherin- are (included mariy 
other great. fauoars for all her children: And | 
to ſet before vs this great and incomparable Þ| 
benefit, and- to excite vs to giue thanks for | 
the fame ; this' feaſt of Saint Feters Chaire at 
Rome, was jnſtitured, as Saint Gregorie Pope 
faith in his Miſſall or booke of Sacraments, 
very ancient, and kept to this day in the va- 
tican librarie': where he [hath theſe words: 
Traly , 6 Lord, it ts moſt iuſt- and reaſonable to 
praiſe thee, for being ſo admirable in thy Saints, 
in Whom thou art wonderfully gloirfied, and by 
whom thou doeſt adorn the boiiz of thy only (on- 


Church , Wbich thou haſt rewealed to the Pro- 
phets, and founded: in the ' Apoſtles , amonyſit 
Whom thou baſt choſen bleſied Saint ' Peter, 
and for the confeſſion Which he made of 


chooſeng him for a ſundamentall ſtone of thy 
Church , didſk make bim Prelate and guardian 
of thy Sacraments , and gine him power that 
Yhatſoeuer he ordained wpon earth»should te 
ratified in heauen, In whoſe konour to day we 
celebrate this feaſt, and offer vato thee thanks- 
gining andpiaiſe through 1eſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Vnto this day is kept at Rome and ſhewed, 
the Chaire or -Seate of wood , in which the 
glorious Apolile Saint Peter is ſaid to haue 
fitten , and God worketh many miracles by 


anciently (as we faid) and by fucceſle of time 
came to be neglefed and almoſt forgotten, 
Pope Paul the forth renewed it in 
the yeare one thouſand five hundred fifty 
jeauen, and third of his Popedome , that 
the whole Church might giue thanks to 
Gcd tor fo great and fingular a benefite, 
common to all. - Saint Peter entred Rome, 


the yeare of our Lord forty foure, and ſecond 
of the Reigne of the Emperour Claudius, on 
the eighttenth day of Ianuary , vpon which 
is kept the feaſt of his Chaire. | 
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| animated and comforted. Yet this could not IT 
mollify the tyrants fell hart. He commanded x$. 

that ſhe ſhould be caſt into the molt ignomi- I a x ye 
nious priſon , which was for flaues, and there | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Priſca Virgin , and Martyr. 


Galienus in the Empire, had great wars 
with the Goths and other ftrange na» 


'0=p5 the ſecond having ſucceeded 


* 


* tions, and got of them many moſt remarka- 


ble vifories : for he defeated three - hundred 
thouſand barbatians , tooke two thouland 
ſhipps , and came to Rome full of glorie and 
triumph. Where he vnderſtood that the Chri- 
ſians , by meanes of ſome yeares peace and 
quietnes, were in great number, and our holy 
Religion floriſhed much. «And he, as 4 pagan, 
for to gratife his fatſe Gods, by whoſe fauour 
he thought he had © obtained thoſe vifo- 
ries, began with great crueltie to perſecute 
the Chriſtians , as capital! encmics of his Re- 
ligion and empire. This occaſioned the ſhed- 
ding of Many Martyrs blood at Rome for 
Iefus Chriſt, who crowned them in heauen. 
amongſt whom was +a tender virgin ,, but 


thirteene yeares of age , called Priſca, born ia 


the ſame city, ofnoble extraftion. Who being 
apprehended by the miniſters of juſtice was 
brought before the Emperour ;and he ſeing 


her ſo young neuer doubted but that ſhe would 


ſoone become flexible to his will ; and com- 
manded her, to be led to the temple of Apollo, 


there to offer Sacrifice. The holy virgin con- | 


tcmned the commandement of the Emperour, 
for to comply with that of God, alleadging 


that Chriſt was only true God whom the 


Chriſtians did adore , and that the gentills 
Gods were deuills that deluded them, The 
Emperour cauſed her modcſt virginall tice to 
be beaten with fiſts , which therypon became 


Ickt three days without any foode. At the end 
wheref they drew her out, anddifiointed her 
with dreadfull torments, They ſtretched her 
out ypon the rack ,tore her fl:(h with clawes 
ot ſteele, and hookes of itap heaping vpon her 
little bodic paine vpon paine , and torment 
after torment. Afﬀrerall they. threw her 
into a great fire, which not witltanding burnt 
her not, for to lett vs ſee that all creatuzes 
obey our Lord bejid:'s man,who having receis 
ued from his powerfull hand more tauours 
then all the reit, ought in reaſon do him grea« 
ter ſeruice. As alſo to giue vs to vnderſtand, 
that when our Lord permitteth his ſeruants 
to be tormented , 1t 1s not for that he can 
not deliver them from their ſufferings, but for 
to crowne their patience , wherwith they 
endure theſe paines for his ſake. Theſe proofes 
and vi&ories were not ſufficient to bring the 
cruell Emperour toacknowlege the true God 
in this virgin. But quite contrary imputing 
all theſe wonderfull things to art magick, 
and perſwading himſclt that the Chriſtians 
wrought them by the cunning and deceite of 
the deuills , commanded her to be led forth 
of the city , and there to hauc her head cutt 
of. Her bodic was buried by the Chriſtians 
in the way Oſftia , ſome nine miles from 
Rome, on the cightecnth of lanuary , vpon: 
which day the Church keepeth her feaſt, = 
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THE LIFE AND MARTYR DOME 
of the Saints Marius, Martha, Audifax 


ARKI, 


black and blew ; but to the eyes of God was | and Abachum. G— 
moſt bright and beautifull. They caſt her in- IaxVe 
to priſon amongſt malefaftors , where form: 19. 


by allurements,others by threats endeauourcd 


to bring her to their wicked intent , but ſhe 
remained firme and conſtant, not to be ſha- 
ken neither by the one nor the other. They 
ſcourged her moſt ynmercifully , and lert 
droppe vpon her delicate and tender fleſh 
the icalding fatte of bacon and preaſe, and 
then ſent her backe to priſon.But after three 
days brought her in ſight of all the poeple 
to the Amphitheater (aplace where they cx- 
hibited their publick plays and ſports ) and 
turned  looie vpon he: a raucnous lyon 
tor to deuoure her. But the beaſt forgetting 
his naturall fiercenes, fell at the Virgins feete 
like a lambe , licked them, and fawned ypon 
her. «At which ſpeRacle the paynims were 
altoruſhedand confounded, and the Chriſtians 


| 


{N the time of Clandius Empe- 
| 

[rour, the ſecond of that name, 
WW there came to Rome 4 Perſian 
gentleman ; called Marius to+ 
gether with Martha his wife, 


= and their two children Audifax 


» If 
- 7 om! 


| and Abachum ;all foure Chriſtians, and great 


ſeruants of Almightie God,The motive which 
brought themthither was a deſire to viſit the 
Relicks and pious monuments of that holy 
city , and particularly to do their deuotions 
at the torabes of the Princes of the Apoſtles, 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul. After that they 
had fatisfhied their piety in that Kind , they 
employed the reſt oftheir time in the feruice 
ot Chriſtians that were detained in priſons, 
and diuerſly tormented, Theſe they encoura- 
ged with words, icheued with almes, ſeracd 


them 


inramemmaancl 


them with their owne hands, and when any 
of them dyed, they buried them with great de- 
uotion. The water , with which they had wa- 
ſhed the holy Martyrs feete , they would fo- 
metimes reuerently powre vpon their owne 
Feads , eſteeming themwſclues m_ to be 
ſanQified , becauſe it Fad touched the fecte 
of thoſe who had ſuffered for Iefus Chriſt. 4s 
they were wholy taken vp with theſe pious 


- occu; ations, the Emperour cauſed them to be 


pprehended , and would have perſwaded 
them to' adore his Idolls, znd renounce the 
faith of Chriſt. But finding them conſtanit, and 


' readie rather to dy , then to committ ſo dete- 


| able a ſactilege , he put them into the bands, 


of Muſciarus his Licutcrant for to put 


| them to death by diverſe torments, Muſcianvs 


* colnmanced Marivs with his two ſonnsto be 


whipped and cruelly ſcourged in ihe prefence 
ot Martha ; then to be layed vpon the racke 
where -their ſides were burned with torches, 
and their fleſh torn with combes of iron, All 
"Which torments the Saints enditred with great 


alacritic , praiſing and plorifiying God , for | 
whoſe love they ſuffered ; and Martha with | 


no lefſe joy and cheerfu]l countenance exher- 
ted them to perſeverance, ſaying to them :be 
conſtant my children. Then did they cutt of their 
hands , arid hanging them about their necks 
led them thorough the city, witha crier going 
before , who ſaid : do zot blaſpheme the Gods. 


To whom the Martyrs anſwered : thoſe that | 


90n adore , are not Gods but denills , that delic- 
de 04 , and will bring you, and your Emperour 
With you, to viter ruine and deſiruifFion, In the 
meane while Marthafollowing them,gathered 
vpthe blood that diſtilled and dropped downe 


from the wounds of her husband and ch1]- 


dren, and anointed her head therewith as 
with odoriferous baulme;teſtifying thereby the 
bigh cſteme ſhe made of the honour which it 


js to ſuffer for Chriſt, and the feruent defire | 


ſhe had to dye for his love. At iaft 


» Marius with his ſonns were carried out of 


the city to 4 fand-pitt, and there beheaded,and 
their bodies burnt for feare that the Chriſtians 
ſhould take them away , and honour them. 
Martha was drowned in a well, Felicitas 3 
holy Matrone tooke the bodies of the three 
Saints ha}ſe burnt , and buried them in a 
mannour of ker owne, together with Marthas 
bod:e, which ſte drew out of the well , in 
the yeare of ovt Lord two hundred and ſca- 
venty. The Church keepeth their feaſt vpon 
the nincteenth day of January. They were 
afterwards tranſlated to the Church of Saint 
Adrian Martyr, where in the time of Sixtus 
the fiſt, they were found together with other 
Saints bodics , as writeth Baronius, and grea- 
tly reverenced by all the pocple of Rome, 
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The Saints Marius, Martha, Audifax, and Abachum, 


| 
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| {or the beautic and ornament of the Church, 
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THE FEAST OF SAINT 
Fabian Pope and Martyr. 


2 and ſonne of one Fabius.Niselec- 
Ry! tion wasby a particular reuclation 
Z of God, as Euſebius recounteth, 
"ITS S For the clexgie and poeple of Ro. 
me being aſſembled after the martyrdome of 


Saint Anterus Pope, as the cuſtome then was, 


for to chooſe I ſucceſſor 3 and there ariſing 
different opinions about the perſons nomina- 
ted for that ſupreme dignitie , ſome pointing 
at one man ,ſfome at znother : it fe1l out that 
Fabian comming out of the countrey in come 
panic of ſome of his fregds , centred into the 
Church, to ſee how matters went, and who 
was tobe choſen chiefe Paſtor. And when he 


thought leaſt of it, there came downe a doue 


from heauen, repreſenting that ,, which deſ- 
.cended vpon our Saviour,after Fe was bapti- 
ſed in the river of Iourdan, and lighted on 
Fabians head. preſently cuery one caſt their 
cycs vpon him, and knowing that this could 
not happen by chance , but by Gods ſpeciall 
proutdence, who intended thereby to manifeſt 
his will,and declare vnto then whow they we- 
reto chooſe tor father Maſtcr, and vniverſall 
Paſtor of the Church, being all moued by the 
holy Ghoſt agreed to make Saint Fabian Pope, 
and placed him in Saint Peters chairc, In his 
time the Emperour Philip was conuerted to 
the faith of Chriſt, and was the firſt Chriſtian 
Erperour. And Saint Fabian "ad fo great 
auftority with him ( for then obedience and 
reſpe& which Chriſtians do owe to their Ec- 
clefiaſticall Rulers was in its prime and vigor) 
that as he was entring the Church vpon 


the feaſt of Eaſter , with other Chriſtians , to 


pray and receiue the bodie of our Lord , the 
oly Pope would rot permitt him, vntill he 
had don publick pennance for certaine crimes 
which he had committed. The Emperour ac- 
cepted the pennance, obcying the Pope with 
great humility, as writeth Euſebius in his Ec- 
cleſraſticall hiſtorie. By reaſon that the Empc- 
rour profeſſed our holy faith , Saint Fabian 
cnioyed for ſome time quiet and peace ; and 
during this calme he repaired certaine Chur- 
ches, which had bin ined in former perſc- 
cutions ; bujlded places for the buriall of Mar- 
tyrs, and did many ſuch like things for the 
profte and commodity of the faithfull , and 


He 


Aint Fabian Pope was 3 Roman, [i yi 
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Saint Fabian Pope and Martyr. 
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19. He deuided the city of Rome with its Pariſhes 
AN 20+ among ſeauen deacons, and appointed other 
yon ſeauen Subdeacons to be ſuperintendants of 
© A kl. the ſcauen Notaries, which his Precleceſſor had 
| ordained for to gather and regiſter the afts of 
I Martyrs. He writ ſome Epiſtles very weightie 


oraue and ancient Authors of his life, is as 
tolloweth. Saint Sebaſtian lived in the time of ,, 
the Emperours Diocletian , and Maxiaian, .x , qv. 
deadly enemies of Iefus Chriſt: He was a 
noble and valiant Souldiar . diſcreete and 
wiſe, and (o well qualifted , that Diocletian 


ART. 
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and grave, whichare extant in the firlt rome 
of the councills , although it be queitioned 
whither the firſt of them be his. He made 
ſome decrees, one amongſt the relt was,that 
holy Chriſme ſhould be conſecrated euery 
yeare vpon mandy Thnrſday , and what re- 
mained of the yearec paſt, ſhould be burnt or 
conſumed. He forbad ſecular Iudges, to iater- 
medle in Ecclefiaſticall cauſes. He -probibited 
mariage of kindred within the fiftt degree : 
and that thoſe that were married in the torth 
degree ſhould not be ſeparated, He ordained 
alſo that all the faithfull ſhould communicate 
at leaſt at the three principall feaſts of the 
yeare: and other things, which are to be feene 
in the boock ofthe councells and decretalls, 
He gaue holy orders five times in the month of 
December,and made two and twenty Prieſts, 
ſeauen deacons , and for ſcuerall Dioceſes ſea- 
uen Biſkops. In fine Decius having laine the 
Empcrour Philip and his ſonne ( who was 
alſo called Philip) and vſurped the Empire; 
forthe hatred he bore them , and a greedie 
deſire of the treaſures , which he vnderſtood 
that they had left to the Church ; began to 
perlecute it , and putt todeath many Chriſti- 
aps , amongſt whom this holy Pope Fabian 
was ctowned with Matrtyrdome on the twen- 
ticth of Ianuary ,in the yeate two bundred 
fifty three , when he had fatte in the chaire 
of Saint Peter , according to Daraſus, four- 
teen yeares, one month , and eleuen days;and 
according to Baronius fiftecne yeares and 
foure days 
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DIE III NTILLLEDS 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Sebaſtian Martyr 


SN Ge French gentleman , of the City 
d)3 of Narbon , and his mother was 

& a Lady born at Milan. And hen- 
ce perchance , ariſeth the diſpute betweene 
theſe two cities, which of them is the native 
ſoile of the Saint. Saint Sebaſtian might well 
have bin bojne at Narbon, as his father was, 
and brought vp in Milan, as was his mother. 
And Rome gloricth to have his bodie, and 
to have bin ſprinkled with his blood. Of his 
childood and education we have nothing 
Ettaine, That which is found wiiten by 


made hin captainc of the fi: band or ſquat 


dron(a command not giuca but to Nobles. 


of the beſt blood, and ſuch as had given good 
proofes of their prowefle } and commanded 
him to attend him in his pallace, and deligh- 
ted toconuetſe with him; and employ him in 
his affaires , and ſeruice. Sebaſtian was a 
Chriſtian, yet his outward deportment dif 
guiled it. For although his ſoule. were burning 
with the loue of God, and ardently drfiring 
to dye for him, yet ſecing that by the rigor of 
that perſecution many a Chriſtian mans faith 
was ſhaken and endangered,he iudged it at that 
time to be better ſeruice don to God, not to 
diicouer himfclf, that ſo he might the better 
fauour and aſſiſt Chriſtians , vutill a fit occa- 
fion came to declare himſelf , and 'dye with 
them. He viſited the Chriſtians that were in 
priſon, ſupplyed them in their wants ; anima- 
ted them in their torments , wasa proppe to 
thoſe that were fnking, and aiked vp thoſe 


that were fallen, gaining many ſoules to Chriſt, 


which the deuill was ſnatching from him. 
Amongſt the Chriſtians which Saint Sebaſtian 
gaue lite vato by his encouragements , were 
two Roman gentlemen , Marcus and Marcel- 
lianus,twinns and ſonns of Tranquillinus and 
Marcia , very noble perſons and rich. They 
were both of them martied, and had children; 
and were held in priſon for the confeſſion 
of Chriſt ; whom Saint Sebaſtian did often 
viſite, and with ſweete and efficacious words 
pcriwaded to {eare neither torments nor de- 
ath for "the loue of Chriſt , who is the true 
and cternalil lite. And his words wrought ſo 
powerfully with them , that they endured 
their torments cheerfully, and offered vp their 
lives willingly , the ſentence of death being 
alrcdie paſſed vpon them for their ſettled re- 
lolution in the courſe they had vndertaken. 
But for that they were perſons of note and 
quality ; their parents , wiues, kindred , and 
trends prevailed with the Iudges fo , that the 
execution of it was ſuſpended for ſome days, 
12 hope they might be brought to ſacrifice to 
the Gods. The terme allotted them to conſider 
of it, was thirty days, in which time it is hars 
dly_ credible, what _—_— was vied , what 


means inuented, whatdeviſes contriued, what 


engines and batteries applyed ,to ſhake and 
ouerthrow the conſtancy of the two brothers. 
ſome ncble wen , their frends and familiar 
companions \, layed before them honours, 
wealth,pleaſures , and entertainements of the 
world,which,as able meo,in the flower of their 
age,and born to great fortuges they might for 


. 
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long time enioy. Others to affright them , 
told them what a ſhame and diſgrace it would 


Iany- be to caſt away their liucs abandon to all 


ART. 


miſerie their wiues and children , to leaue to 
their parents a ſorrowfull old age , and Kill 
them with griefe and anguiſh. Marcia their 
mother put them often in mind of the in- 
tolerable paines ſhe had ſuffered in bea- 
ting and bringing them both into the 
world at one birth; the tiouble they had coſt 
her in nouriſhing and w—_— them vp,the 
care ſhe had had to teach and in{tructthem,the 
continuall ſolicitude and anxicty ſhe bad bin 
at,for to prouile for them and marrie them ſo 
honorably. And aſter all told them that ſhe 
had bin as often in labour and travell with 


| them ,as cuer they had binin paine, trouble, 
. or danger. And that now for recompenle of 


all theſc good-turnes they would take away 
her life, which their death would vadoutedly 
tnake an end of, Tranquilinus their father 
full of yeares and paines of the gout , being 
brought thither in a chaize, was not able to 
ſpeake for grieſe , but expreſt himſelf by con- 
tinuall tearesfobs, and bewailings; cmbracin 

his dearc children with that fatherly loue —_ 
tendernes, that ſplit their very harts. Then ca- 
me their wiuesleading their children by the 
hand, and with their ſhoutes and cryes pier- 
ced the heauens , and ſoarly wounded the 
boweclls of the holy Martyrs. For as they were 
nobly born , tender harted , and of a come 
paſſionate diſpoktion, they were moſt ſenſible 
of theſe ſharp ſtrokes , ſoothing batteries, 
and continuall aſſaults, which on cuery fide 
were giuen them; 

Saint Sebaſtian was preſent at this con- 
fli&, diſguiſed (as he vſcd to be) and ſeeing 
the danger that the two ſouldiars of Ietus- 
Chriſt-were in, the rude and furious aſlauits 
which their encmics gaue them on all ſides, 
thought they ſtood in neede of ſuccour, and 
that it was now a fit time for him to diſ- 
coucr himſelf and ſpeake , that the deuill 
might not preuaile to the ſhame and loſle of 
the party of Icſus Chriſt, Therefore in the 
preſence of all he made this diſcourſe to the 
two Brothers.0 brawe and valiant Souldiars of 
the king of kings, T:/us Chriſt, ſtand firme in 
this rough encounter , and ſuffer not your ſelues 
to be owercome by jo many and powerfull enemies. 
Let teares. prewaile With women , and faire 
Words with effeminate men. But wpon Jon, 
being (as you are) full of conrage , and inuinca- 
ble , they can haue no force. «And 1 am confident 


' that neither tbe teares of your parents , nor the 


fondnes of your wines , nor the tender age of 
your children, and care of prowiding for them, 
nor the loſſes and domages , which hawe biz pro- 
pojed wnto you, can make any impreſſion vp0n 
your harts , which are fenced with armour 0 f 
Brooſ 6 againſt all the violence which earth and 


Sebaſtian Martyr. 


hell can make againſt them Whoſoener obeyeth his 


creator can receive no burt or harme, but only in 
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sbew and afparence; and be Who aſpireth to the Ji,y&1 


elorie and felicity of heauen , trampleth under ARL 


his feete all earthly honour. Teach your farents 

and the reſt of your relations Which are here that 

the true Souliiar of ChrifF armed with the 

tuckler of a linely faith and burning charity, 

doth eaſily reſiſt the ſoft inticements of pleaſu« 

ſures , the rude aſſaults of torments , and the 
gaſtfull terrour of death it ſelf , when any man 
ofjereth to drav him of from the louwe of our 

Lord. You are nov vf0n an exigence , either 

to looſe Teſur Chriſt , or your frends that are 

here , and your 9vne lines. Who hath hitherto 

made you confeſſe Chriſt ? who hath detained 

you fo lons a time in this priſon ? who bath 
enabled you Yith force and ſtrength to endure 

/o many racks and torments ? was it not the 
loue of Teſus Chriſt ? and were you ignorant 

then, that your death would be a great griefe to 

our parents , to your Wines ani children ? and 
yet you Went thorough couragiouſly with all for 
the bopes you had of enioying Chriſt in bis glo+ 

ric. And is it then poſſible that 4 few teares 

shall vanquizh thoſe men , whoſe irteuocable 
conſtancy could not be broken with paines and 

torments ? will you become 4a laughingſiock. to 

the gentils who at the preſent do deride your reſo- 
lution,and terme it obſtinacy , but will far-more 
mock, and ſcoff at your covardiſe and baſencs, 
if they ſes you after all this to sbrink, and (0 
poorly to render yourſeluts.*Npo,no,let not a fond 
loue of your children preuaile ſo much , as to de- 
prine you of that which you haue purchaſed with 
yoar blood. Exglt the trophee of your glorie ,6nd 
render not your armes at Your enemies T pm 
when you baue the wviforie in your hand, and 

your foote vpon bis throate. ff they ,that Wweepe 
bere did underſtand What you know , the gline 

whichC/1iſtians do bope for and the torments that 

are prepared for the wicked , they Would rather 

beare you a kind of enuie then pitty you ; and 

accompanie your trinmph With more oy then 

teares , more praiſes then complaints. But thy 

loue this temporall life, Which delud:th ſuch as 

do embrace it, and haue litle thought or eſteeme 

for the eternall. This life it is Wwbich doth en- 
chant and beſott them that lou it, and drowneth 

them in all jort of vice, bringing ſome to giuto- 

nie , others to uncleanes , others to theſt and 

robberie , teaching the vindicatine man cruelttt, 

and the lyar craft and deccite, Then turnivg 

his ſpeech to the ſtanders by ke faid : Gentie- 

men , permitt not theſe tW0 noble perſons to looſe 

heauen for ſo fraile ;oile, and deceit full 4 thing, 

as is this life of ours. Do not Viſtand the jpt- 

rit of God, Vhich teacheth to confemne the vans 
ty and malice of the Yorld. Trou'le not your- 
ſelues that they are departing from you , ſeeing 
that it is for to prepare 4 Way for you to bring 
304 t0 the knowiigge and loue of truth, that 
therely 
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: thereby you may come to ioyne your ſelaes With 
—* . nb hat Royall pal 

20,8 20 them for euer In beauen , t at oyall palace, 
Ian Lanv- which #s promiſed to good Chriſiians : Whexe there 


| 4Bb is an-otherlife , eternall , quiet , happie , and 


113 
not ſpeake , ſaid to her: If I am the ſeruant 
of Teſus Chriſt, and all that T haue (aid be true; 29, 
the ſame Lord Teſus Chriſt beale thee , and looſe 1a xv 
thy tongue , and make tee ſpeaks. With this ax 1 
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ſects Wheras this is mortall,miſer able troutieſo- | 


me , and uncertaine. But if you te of an of inion 
that they may well venture upon death,but not 
wndergoe the torments , which ordinarily are 
inflifled upon Chriftians , and are more dread- 
full then death it ſelf ; 1 anſer that the 
eater the torments are', Which are endured 
. Chriſk , the more glorious do they te- 
come who do ſuffer them. Beſides that we are 
to loo ke pon it as agreat gaine and aduantage, 
that by theſe temporall paines Ye can ejcape 
the eternal , and purchaſie an immortall crovne. 
Theſe are not fables , dreames ,or imaginations, 
but ſolide and ſubſtantiall truths: and dayly mi- 
racles Wrought by Chriſtians , do ſufficiently 
euidence them. They raiſe the dead , ginue ſight 
to the blind , cure all infirmities Which all bu- 
man ort and skill deſpaireth of , by the only 
Name of Teſus Chriſt : and this ſo tleerly and 
euidently that it can not be queſtioned, or aſcri- 
bed to art magick, , and vitchcraft , as ſome of 
you are VYont to do , for it Was neuer heard of 
a magician , that he could ginue life to @ dead 
bodie : And if theſe miracles be true, which are 
proweht by Chriſtians, certainly the promiſies of 
Chrif are moſt aſiured and infallible ; and in 
all reaſon ought a man to dye for them. "But 
ſuppoſe they were not true , what greater miracle 
can there be in the world, then to ſee it conmer- 
ted without a miracle wnto the faith of Chriſt, 
in ſpite of the Roman Emperours and all their 
power , and of all the torments Wbich they haue 
inuented agatnſs thoſe that profeſſe this Religion? 
Wherfore drye wp your teares , gentlmen, and ioy- 
fully accompanie theſe boly <Martyrs to their 
triumph, by hoſe merits 1 do bope that God Will 
alſo open your eyes. 

The valiant Souldiar of Chriſt hauing 
faid this, on the ſudden there deſcended trom 
heaven a bright light , which cauſed in ail 
that were preſent a great admiration , teare, 
and ioy.For in the middle of it appeared ſeauen 


he made the figne ct the crofic vpon her 
mouth,and-at that very moment ſhe recoucred 
the perfe& vic of her tongue , praiſed our 
Lord , and thanked Sebattian for the fa- 
uour ſhe had received. By this ſo cleere and 
cuidenta miracle Nicoſtratus was alſo pre- 
ſently conucrted to the faith of Chriſt ; and 
tell downe at the feete of the two Brothers, 
beleeching them to retire to their owne hou- 
ſes, and begged their pardon for having de- 
tained them 1n his;conteſſing that he was blind, 
and ignorant of the truth ; and that now he 
ſhould be very glad to be impriſoned ; tor- 
mented, and put to death for ſetting them at 
libertie. Now had Tranquilinus, and Marcia, 
and the wives and children of Marcus and 
Marcellianus , by what they had heard and 
ſeen, altered and changed their iudgements, 
They all wept abundantly , but their teares 


 ifſucd from an other fountaine and hart,then 


did their former. They now ſhed teares for 
thoſe teares they had ſhed , and for the per- 
ſwaſhons they had vied to the two Souldiars 
of lefus Chriſt , to peruert and - draw them 
from our holy taith.This did Marcus, wko was 
one cf the two Brothers, well vnderſtand, 
who hitherto had bin filent, and turning him- 
ſelf toward them ſaid. My moſt louing Parents, 
Siſters , children, frends, ly what you haue beard 
and ſecn ,you' may knov that the Yorſt thing 
that man can do is, to pamper this fleib,to ſooto 
and lout it: and the teft is to abhorreit , and 
to take care of the /oule, and to aſpire to eternall 
life, For this joule of ours bath amprintedin it 
the deuine 1mage is adorned with the likenes 
of its Creator , eſpouſed with the ring of faith, 
endowed With the guifts of the boly Ghoſt re- 


| deemed Yith the bluod of Chriſt, defended with 
| & gard of «Angells, capable of felicaty , and beyie 


of the olorie and icles of God. Now what com- 


| pariſon can te betveene ſo noble a ſofle, and 


fraile fle;h ,foule, and filthie , as appeareth by 


Angells , and before them the Lord of Angells, 
who coming to Saint Sebaſtian , gave him 
the kiſſe of peace, and ſaid : thou 5halt te al- 


' what cometh frem diuers parts of our bodie? 
| this being granted , wty latour we ſo much to 
| con(erue this miſeratle bodie , and keepe it from 


ays With me. This happened in the houſe of 
Nicoſtratus, where the holy Brothers were left 
priſoners, Zoa was witc to, Nicoſtratus, who 
through wcaknes cauſed by a long infirmity 
of fx yeares , bad loſt her ſpeech , but yet 
was not deafe, This woman having heard 
all that Sebaſtian had faid, and ſeen the ſbi- 
ning brightlight, andthe Angells about him, 
proftrated herſelf at his tecte, gluing him to 
vnderſtand by the beſt ſignes {he ſhould ma- 
ke, that ſhe defired to become a Chiiſtian, and 
receive holy .Baptiſme, The Saint when he 
was told Zoas infirmity , and that ſhe could 


Juff ering any paine or torment ? Let it dye,this 
wretched todie of ours let it tye, that the ſoule 


| may hue for euer. «My bart was tranfpierced 


With grtefe to fee you .ſo decriued: but now 1 
bleſie my lord Teſs Chriſt, who enligbtnedyou and 
condutted you into the way of ſaluation. Brother 
Muarceuianns lett v1 fight likeSouldiars of Chriſt, 
let vs dye for our Lord, andlet all our flrife be 
Ybo sball aye firſt to shew the other the way. All 
approued whatMarcus ſaid, and the moſt hap- 
pie end of the ſpe&acle was, that Nicoſtratus 
with his wife Zoa making great inſtance to be 


baptized, S, Sebaſtian enioyned them firſt ts 
brivg 


Es Mot fee Dna eos ens us and 
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bring in all the other priſoners for to heare 
the word of God , that thoſe who would re- 
cciue it , might altogether be made partakers 
of our holy faith , and fruit of our Redemp- 
tion. Claudius who was Regiſter of the juſtice 


- court brought in the priſoners, having firſt 


diſmiſſed the vnder officers , and Nicoſtratus 
preſented then all bound before Saint 
Sebaſtian , who preached vnto them with 
ſuch lively , efficacious , and perſwafine rca- 
ſons, that our Lord opening their harts with 
his holy Spirit. they gaue entrance to the ravs 
of devine light , which made them acknow- 
lege the errours of their life paſt , and the 
blindnes of idolatric which they were in. 
And fo came to be conuerted to the taith 
of Chriſt, and to demand pardon and mercy 
for their ſins. The number of all thoſe who 
were pained by the peaching of Saint Se- 
baſtian amounted to threeſcore and fower : 
amongſt whom were Tranquilinus and his 
wife, their daughters in law , grand children, 
and frends: then Nicoſtcatus with his wife and 
familic , who were three and thitty perſons, 
and fixtceng malcfators , who were brought 
from the priſon, Polycarpe 4 Prieſt baptiſed 
them all , when they had firſt faſted from mor- 
ning tonight, and cftered to our lord Sacrifice 
of prayer and praiſe , their God-father was 
Saint Sebaſtian, Some amongſt them were 
infirme and diſcaſed, but were perfeQly cured 
by veitue of holy Baptiſme. For FTranquili- 
nus bad bin for eleuen yeares moſt pitifully 
moleſted with the gout ; and two ſonns of 
Claudius ( who were alſo conuerted) one 
ſick oi a drophe , the other full of ſoares and 
vicers. The ioy which Saint Sebaſtian and 
the two Brothers, Marcus and Marcellianus, 
had for this good fucceile , and encreaſe of 
the Church ,can not be concciued ,but by thoſe 
who do know how good God is, and in what 
meaſure he communicats his comforts to pi- 
ous ſoules, They encouraged one an other 


in the faith and love of our Lord ,cxpe&ing 


the prefixed terme of thirty days, giuen by the 
TJudge for theexecution of the ſentence againſt 
the two Brothers. They ſpent all the time 
in prayer, in finging hymns and Pſalmes, 
begging of our Locd to give them conſtancy , 
and to make them worthie of Martyrdome, 
burning, all with lively flames ofthe loue of 
Chriſt,cuen weake women, who are naturally 
tcarfull , and tender delicate children. The 
thirty days being expired , Chromatius , Go- 
uernour of the ctiy calleth Tranquilinus vato 
him, anJ asketh him an account ot his children, 
whither he had preuailed with them to ſacri- 
fice to the Gods, and obey the Emperours, 


"Tranquilinus anſwered : my childres are haps 
p12 , and ſo am T , in that God bath given me 


knoYlege of the truth of Chriffian Religion. 
What? and haut you alſo ( faith the Goucr- 


uernuor ) /oft your VYitts , and become & foole at 
the end of your days ? be is a foole (replyeth 
Tranquilinus ) that leazeth the way of life , to 
follyw that of death. What life, and what de- 
at ? Sail the gouernour. Tf yor will beare me 
»/th attention (laid Tranquilinus) you 5bal be 
"appic in ſoule , and all your familie. 1 vill 
patiently gine eare onto thee (ſaid the gouer- 
nour)b#ut be ſure you tell me nothing which you 
ca: at prowe. They had betweenc them a large 
d:\courle. Tranquilinus explicated to the go- 
uernour the myſteries of our faith, ſatisfycd him 
in all his doubts, and difpoſed him to beco- 
me a Chriſtian; though Sebaſtian and Polycarp 
did after-wards finiſh what Tranquilinus had 
begun. Chromatius his converſion was fe- 
conded with that of all his familie , where 
there were fourteen hundred flaues, He fet 
them all at liberty , ſaying that thoſe, who had 
God for their father ought not be ſlaues to men. 
At this time the waucs of perſccution grew 
high, in ſo much as the Chriſtians could 
neither buy nor ſell , nor hauc any thing to 
cate, if they would not firſt offer incenſe to 
the ſtatues of the Gods , which by the Empe- 
rours command were ſett vp in all markets and 
publick places. wherfore perceiuicg that they 
could not eſcape , and that among them there 


were many weake and infirme, by: order of S. 


Caius, who then preſided in the vniverſall 
Church , many of them went out of the city 
with Chromatius , and were maintained and 
rroteAed by him in his farmes and poſſe ſons, 
Andothers remainedat Rome, as ſheepe del- 
tined tor ſlaughter, Amongſt them was Saint 
Sebaitian, to whom Pope Caius gaue the tij- 
tle of defender of the faith ,and he 1s the firlt 
that recciucd that glorious title from the ſea 
Apoſtolick, Marcus and Marcellianus tarried 
alſo inRome.AndFabian, the new goucrnour, 
who {uccceded Chromatius , cauled the ſen- 
tence of death to be executed vpon them. 
Their feete were nailed to a poſt, in which 
rorment they perſeuered ioyfully , ſinging 
hymns and Pſalmes to our Lord a wholz 
day and night , and at length had their fides 
and breſts thruſt thorough with lagces,and ſo 
rendied their ſoules to God , and their bodics 
were buried on the ſands , two miles from 
Rome. all the others that had bin conuerted 
by Saint Sebaſtian” loſt their lives likewiſe 
tor le{us Chriſt, which cauſed great ioy a- 
mong the Chriſtians, and fadnesand confult- 
on among the gentilcs. . 
The Emperour Diocletian came to haue 
notice, that Sebaſtian vncer the name and 
notion of being his captaine, was a Souldiar 
of Icſus Chriſt , and that he made herce warre 
apainſt the Gods , their Temples , and the 
Roman Empire ; perſwading euery one to be- 
leeue in a man crucityed, and blaſpheming 


the Gods, that ſo they being offended and 


incca- 
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incenſed to anger might deſtroy that Empire, 


oj which had fo long floriſhed by the conſtant 
Ke 


honor and worſhip of them. The Emperour 
called Sebaſtian, and with a countenance tull 
of indignation faid : hawe T , Seba/iian , aduan- 
ced thee. to this honour and placed thee in the 
gouernment thou art in,that li Wag in my pal- 
lace , as a Chriſtian , thou sbouldit be diſloyall. 
to me,and pronoke the anger of the Gods ar ainſl 
me? to whom Saint Sebaſtian made aniwcer 
meckly and humbly. Sir , F bare exer bin moſt 
hoyall toyou; and for your ſafety, and that of your 
Empire , haue ener implored the aſſiſtance of the 
trae God , who is the maker of heauen and 
earth. For that it jeem:th to me a great folly 
to adore ſtones , and demand fauour of thoſe wbo 
can not maue themſelues, and haue no (ence or 
feeling. The Empcroar fell into an outragious 
turic at theſe words , and commanded him 
to be taken forthwith out of his fight , anda 
plate put vpon his breaſt with this inſcription 
that he was a Chriſtian ; then: to be led into a 
oreat held, and there to be faſtned to a tree,and 
ſhott to death by all the Souldiars of the Em- 
perours gard, The ſentence is preſently put in 
exccution, for the miniſters of Sathan ſcrzing 
on this champion of Chriſt , drag him into a 
held , there ſtrip him, binde him , and couer 
him fo thick with arrowes , that his ſacred 
bodice had more of the ſhape of a hedgehog 
then of a man, But his ſoule amidſt ſo many 
ſhafts and darts found great comfort in God, 
and his harturning with devine loue defired 
to ſuffer yet more, and would haue bin very 
glad that the arrows had made more wounds 
in him, that he mighe have giuen- greater 
proofs of his fidelity ro God. The Souldiars 
leauing him for dead ,went their ways. The 
night following ,Irene , widow of the holy 
Martyr Caſtulus , going ſecretly to the place, 
where Saint Sebaſtian was ſtott, for to take 
his bodie and burie it, found him aliu ; 
and carrying him to her houſe , drefled his 
wounds , and attended him fo carefully, that 
within few days he recouercd his perfc& he- 
alth. Which the Chriſtians hearing of, came 
to viſite him ;and begged ofhim with many 
teares to retire himſelf, that he might fall no 


more into the hands of the cruell tyrant. But | 


the ſtoute and couragious Champion, being 


coped on by the ſpirit of God , and all on : 


hire for to ſuffer Martyrdome , knowing that 
the Emperours were to pale by a certaine 
place of the city, made his ſtand there before 
them, and with a ſtrong and reſolute voyce 
ſpoke thus vato them : The Prieſts of your tem- 
þles do abuſe you , feigning many things againſt 
the Chriſtians, and making you beleene that they 
are enemies of your Empire , when in truth it is 
protefted for the prayers which they dayly make 
jor its conſeruation, Diocletian was ſtrangely 
ſtruck hearing theſe words , and ſeeing him 


15 


alive , whom he thought had bin dead. And 


coming 'to himſelf asked : art thow Sebaſtian 
whom [ commanied tobe killed? didſt thou not 
ye? hov cameſt thiu to live azaine ? the Saint 
replyed : My Lord T:/us hath lin pleaſed to giue 
me life , that here b:fore all the poeple F mizbt 


 Ziue teflimanie of the truth of bis faith ; and of 
Your crueity , who witbout any reaſon do pirſe- 


| cut? theſaints , and thoſe who bane dow you no 


harms. Make an end of your Yickednes , hed 
no more innocent blood, if you defire to line, and 
to haue your Empire to continue. The tell ty- 
rant, inflamed with wrath , commanded he 
ſhould be taken from thence , bound faſt to 
2 pillar, and beaten to d.cath. They did (cour- 
gcthe Saint fo cruclly , that in the torment 
he rendred his ſoule to God. Then taking 
his bodie they threw it downe into a finke, 
where they- vſed to emptie all the ordure 
and filth of the city , that the Chriſtians 
might not come by it, for to honourit, and 
by miracles which might be wrought by it, 
conuert pagans to the faith of Chriſt. But 
our Lord, who is cartfull to honour thoſe 
who do glorify him, and looſe their life for 
his fake, difpoſed otherwiſe of it. For Saint 
Sebaſtian himſelf appearing to 'a vertuous 
Matrone, Lucina , reucaled vnato her where 
his bodie was, how it remained hanging on 
the hooke ofa poſt and was not fallen downe 
into that [oathſome place, into which his c- 
nemies intended to caſt it. And commanded 
her to bury it at the catacumbae , at the en- 
trie of the cauc, at the fecte of the Apoſtles S. 
Peter and Saint Paul, The godly woman per- 
formed exatly what was commanded her, 
and for thirty days remained inceſſamly pray- 
ing at his ſepulcher: And afterwards when 
the perſecution ceaſed, ſhe turned her houſe 
into an oratoric. And left all her meanes, 
which were very great, to the ſeruice of God; 
aud maintenance of poore Chriſtians. 
This is the life of the glorious and vn- 
danted champion of Chriſt, Saint Sebaſtian, 
whom we may well call a double Martyr ,for 
that he was twice ſo tormented, as to be left 
for dead, All Chriſtians beare great deuotion 
to this Saint for the many fauours, which by 
his interceſſion they receiue frequently from 
our Lord , chiefly in time of plague , when 
he doth much aſſiſt all that haue recourſe 
vato him; which had its riſe from the time 
of Pope Agathon in Rome , where ina great 
plague - time by deuinc ordination an Altar 
wasecrc&ted in honour of Saint Sebaſtian,and it 
preſently ceaſed. And other cities haue fince 
found the like fauoursin great ſickneſles, It is 
alſo an ancient cuſtome ofthe Church to im- 
plore Gods aſſiſtance againſt the enemies of 
the faith, taking for Patrons, Saint Sebaſtian, 
Saint George, and Saint Maurice, as appeareth 
by the ordo Romanus,and Barogius obterueth.. 
" Bf "7 Thy 


20, 


I ANvy+« 


ART, 


a. O_o 5 "3 Mee 5 — 7 by - N _ 


116 


m— Thc Martyrdome of Saint Sebaſtian happened | 

20, vpon the twentieth of Tanuary in the yeare 
Ianv- of grace two hundred fourſcore and fix, and 
ART. the third of Diocletians Reigne. Saint Am- 


Saint Sebaſtian Martyr. 


delights which her ſoule poſſeſſed. eA young Wo 

Nobleman ſonne of Simphronius, gouernour ,,' ® 
of the city, vpon a fight of her , was ſo ta- 11; 
ken with her beautie, that he couldnot think 


— — 
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broſe maketh mention of this great Martyr in 
his tenth ſermon vpon the hundred and eigh- 
teen Palme. S. Auguſtine in a ſermon of Saint 
Fabian and Saint Sebaſtian. Saint Gregory 
in his firſt booke of Dialogues. Paulus Dia- 
conus de geſiis L ongobardorum ; venerable 
Bede, Saint Ado , Uſuardus, and Barcnius 
in his ſccond tome , and in his notes vp-n the 


Martyrologe. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT AGNES 
Virgin , and Martyr. 


TH Lthough in the lives of all the 

9 Saints the goodnes of God, and 
> £xcellency of Chriſtian Religion 
>; doth eminently ſhine ;yet neuer- 
——— > theleſſe in ſome of them , thefe 
two things ſceme more to appeatre. The lite 
of the glorious Virgin and Martyr,S. Agnes, 
is lo tuil of devine prodigics and admuable 
yertucs, that without doubt (as Saint Ambroſe 
faith) men and women, young and old , and 
all conditions may reade, praiſe, and admire 
it, For in this litc we ſhall fee accompanied 
yolvntaric pouerty with riches, humility with 
nobility : in a ſmall body 4 great courage * 
iudgement in child hood, vitory in weaknes; 


fx x 


maity:dome joyned with virginity , and in 


a publick ard infamous place chaſtity tri- 
umphant. Saint Agnes was born at Rome of 
noble and rich Parents. Her education was 
futable to her quality and noblenefle of birth. 
From a child ſhe began to delight in the loue 
of Chriſt, and was fo addi&ed thereto, that all 
her joy and content was to think of him and 
the Jacred myſteries of his life. She had made 
ter {c]t adwelling place in his ſacred wounds, 
and built a temple in his hart. And the only 
igtcrtainment and comfort of her ſoule, was 
to call to mind our Lords ſufferings, and hope 


- toenioy the truits of his Croſſe. For the holy 


Ghoſt was her maſter , and the moſt ſweet 
telus, who would hauc her for his ſpouſe, 
mcued her to confecrate and dedicate her ſelf 
to himin all perfe&ion. Theſe pure and ſweet 
Hames of loue lay hid in her breaſt , all the 
time of her childhood. But when ſhe came 
to be twelue ycares old , and was exceeding 
beautifull , the deuill endeauoured to divert 


her, and take from her thoſe holy and chaſt | 


of any thing clie day or night. And being 
informed thar ſhe was well born , thathe nec- 
ded not to feare any blemiſh or diſparage- 
ment to his family by the match , he vſed all 
poſhble meanes to get to marrie her. And per- 
ceiuing her freads to be ſomewhat backward 
in the bufines , either for that they thought 
{Le was yet to young, or that they ſaw no in- 
clination 1n her that way ; the young man 
tranſported withaffe&ion , ſought his oppor- 
tunity to ſpeake with her, hoping thereby to 
obtaine his deſire, And mecting her in the 
ſtreete made his addreſſes to her , and deſired 
ſhe would accept of him for her ſeruant ; and 
together . with the ordinary proteſtations 
which his aftcQion did ſuggeſt, preſented her 
with many rich jewells. The holy virgin, 
who was alredie vnited with her heaucnly 
ſpouſe, ſtarted back , as if ſhe had trod vpon 
a venimous ſerpent , and with a graue and 
ſettled countenance ſaid vnto him: depart from 
me thou fire-brand of hell , prowokment to fin , 
ſnare of vickednes, and food of death. And do not 
think, that T shall ener be wnfaithſull to my 
Sponſe , to whom I am ſo engaged, that F line 
only in bis louz, Nor perſwade thy ſelue that 
thou canſt ſtand in competition with him ; for be 
hath fix prerogatiues of kigheſt perfefion , in 
Which no perſon can come nigh onto him. He is 
noble, beautifull, wiſe, rich, good, and powerfull, 
to tell you bis lignage, his father ts God , who 
begott him With out a woman ; and his mother, 


| that brought him forth ,remaines a virgin. He 
| is ſo beauiifull , that his brightnes ecclip/eth the 


Junne , moone , and ſtarrs #ho ſtand in admira- 
tion of bim, and do filently confeſſe that their 

Light is but darknes ,if it be compared to bis. He 
is Wiſe, and bath ſo rauished me with kis loue, 
that F can think, vpon nothing but him , and 
whilſt 1 am ſpeaking of bis excellent qualities, 
T take therin ſo great delight , that though T 

abhorre thee like - er yet f amglad to ſee and 
ſpeake wnto thee , that I may tell and declare 
them to thee. He is ſo rich ,that he hath giuen me 

a treaſure of more worth then the Roman Em- 
pire , and thers is uo perſon Who ſerueth Lim, 
' that is not Well ſtored With riches. But what 
shall T ſay of bis goodnes , which is immen- 

ſe ? that he might the better declare it , he 
hath figned it with his blood. He hath giuen me 

his Yvord and faith nener to leaue me. He hath 

choſen me for his ſpouſe , he hath giuen me moſt 

rich attire and iewells of incſtimable price. He 

is ſo poYrnrfull, that there is nothing in beauen 

or earth that can withſtand him. His ve!y 

odor healeth the fuck, and raiſeth the dead. For 

theſe his prerogatines T am his alone ,and loue 

him more then Þ do my one ſoule and life. 4nd 

it wouls 


Saint Agnes Virgin, and Martyr, 


| it would be unto me an infinite pleaſure and 
ul © contentment to dy for his ſake. When I haze 
*,  bim, 1 am chaſt , when 1 touch him, T am pure, | 
When 1 embrace him , T am a Virgin. Now this | 


4. 
quality; much more Will F contemne and ſet at 
naught the faiſe Gods , which baue neither life 
nor feeling. »As for the affront and infamicyou 1 y, - 
threaten me With , F feare it mot ; for F bane ,n, © 


| 


Pl 


being ſo; imagine you, Whither 1 ought to abaz.- 
don him for hope or feare ,or any reward or paint. 
Let young poeple learn by this rare cxan- 
ple giucn them by Saint Agnes, not to accept 
of preſents, which may inueigle their minds, 
and intice them to fin. Beware ( ſaith Saint 
Maximus ſermone 2 de ſanttis) to take guifts, 
though they come colored with the name and title 
of piety. W * oſoener iffereth you any thing Which 
incteaſeth not in you the feare of God , r:fu;/e 
it. Take. nothing of im whereby you may come 
to loue the World more. But , to goe on with 
our ſtorie , the young man fooliſhly beleeved 
that Agnes was in louc with ſome other 
gallant like himſelf, and that out of atteQion 
ſhe raved; and as a frantik woman called her 
ſweet hart her God , her life , and ber ſoule 
(which are frequent termes with paſſonate 
lovers) and herevpon was ſtrack withſo great 
a ſadnes and icalouſie that it caſt him into a 
ficknes, His father vnderſtanding the cauſe of 
his diſeaſe , ſent for Agnes , and vicd all art 
and meanes poſſiblg vo perſwade her to mar- 
ric his ſonne , asthe beſt and fitteſt match 
for her that eould be. But finding ber fixed 
and ſettled in her reſolution to dyc rather then 
breake with her firſt ſpouſe, vicd greatdiligen- 
ceto informe himſelt who this ſpouſe ſhould 
be, whom ſhe ſtood fo affefted to, At length 
one told him, that «Agnes being 2 Chriſtian 
from her cradle bad bin trought yp in ſorcerie, 
and as a Vitch did take Chriſt to be her ſpouſe. 
The gouernout was glad te heare this ; it be- 
ing an excellent occafion for him to force 
her to what he intended. For he could haue 
. no colour to proceed apainſt her for refuſing 
to marrie his ſonne. And ſhe being ſo nobly 
born, he durſt not venter to charge her with 
any other crime then the profeſſion of Chtiſti- 
an Rligion. Wherefore being reſolued to draw 
her to his bent either by faire or foule means, 
he cauſeth her to be apprehended and brought 
before him, 2nd vſcthall the deuiſesthat ma- 
lice armed with power can poſſibly invent 
for to compaſſe his deſigne, but all 19 vaine,for 
her hart fortifyed with the grace of God could 
not be penetrated or entred by any aſſault. 
In concluſion he faith vnto her : «Agnes either 
manrie, or if thow wilt remaine a virgin, offer 
. wp ſacrifice to the Goddeſie weſta , and ſerne 
ber all thy life, as many other Roman Virgins 
a0, Otherwiſe I will treate thee according to 
thy deſerts. For T will ſend thee to the common 
Hewes there to be aluſed and diſeraced. The 
holy virgin made anſwer. Sir , do not chafe, 
jor all the World sþall not ſeparate me frommy 
Spouſe. And if for bis loue 1 refuſe and ſlight 
Your ſonne, who is a man of Jome Worth , and 


an eAngei aivays With me to garde me and 
defend me after a particular manner, and he is 
0x8 of thoſe innumerable comtiers that attend 
and vatte vpon my (pore. Beſides , my Lord 
Feſus himſelf (whom you bane aut the hat pines 
to kno) exuiron: th me on euery ſide like aſtrong 
zmpenetratle Yall. The wicked tudge hearing 
this ſwelled with rage , and commanded ſhg 
ſhould be ftript naked, and fo led through 
the publicke ſtreetes of the city vato 4 kno- 
wen infamous houſe among the lewed wo- 
men,and 2 criet to goe betore her , procla- 
ming with a loude voyce. This is Agnes , 4 
Witch and inchantreſie ,vbo for blaſpheming the 
Gods 2s condemned ty the gouernour , to be led 
to this place, that all may do what they liſt With 
her. This wasa puniſhment often vied by the 
Gentiles againſt Chriſtians,and heetin the y did 
euidently ſhew how filthie and vacleanc their 
Gods were , and that Chriſtians did abhorre 
and deteſt ſuch places worſe then death: for 
that (as Tertullian faith) they would rather 
be caſt among the lyons then the Ruffians, 
Leoni poticis quam lenoni. The manner vſcd 
in this deteſtable ſpe&acle was this. They 
tooke the Chriſtian woman , ſhut her vp 
into 4 litle chamber in that lewd place:and on 
the dore fer her name vp , and the price of 
the filthines.Thither came wanton young men 
to content their wicked deſires , and'to make 
a prey of the Innocentlambe. And our Lord 
0-7 0g this ro manifeſt the providence he 

ath for pure ſoules by preſeruing them from 
burningin the middeſt of flames : and to give 
the world to vaderſtand the ſanity and pu- 
rity of Chriſtirn Religion , and in a word, 
that there is no power ſo ſtrong that can 
oppoſe his :as was now cleerly fcen in the 
bleſſed Saint Agnes. For as the hangman was 
pulling of the clothes from that pure virginall 
bodice , our Lord did fo ſpread and hk out 
ker hayre , that ſhe rewaincd ſtill couered , fo 


| that no body could ſec any part of her naked. 


As ſte centred that obſcure infamous place , ſhe 
beheldan Angell, readie and prepared for her 
deſence ; and there Jay before her a moſt co- 
mely robe whiter then ſnow, which ſhe put 
on. And the roome ſhined with ſogreat bright- 
nes, thatno tongue can expreſle it, nor cyc 
of man behold it. The good Saint comforted 
by her ſpouſe . and wholy tranſported with 
his louc,, fell to her prayers, giving thanksto 
him for ſo wonderfull a proteion. A pure 
ſoule is nor ſoyled , no more then the ſanne, 
by the foulenes of the place ; nor is a Martyr 
diſhonored by the priſon , but rather priſons 
and dungeons are ſanftified for having Martyrs 
incloſed and put vp inthem, Mount Caluaric 
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Saint Agnes Virgin, and Martyr. 


was no diſkoonour to Ch:iſt but Chriſt made 
it ſo - glorious ,that the Princes cf the world 
have | 420 it, and given a thouſand kiſlcs 
to the ones of ir. And the crolle, which was 
the: 6rdinarie puniſhment cfinfamous perions, 
broughtno infamie to our Lord, but receiued 
ſo great konour by his ſacred limmes , 
that it is now aGored of all.The filthines of 
that place Cid no ways ſaine Saint Agnes 
chaſtity , but Saint Agnes purity enobled the 
place.” Ard that puddle - of- villaie - became 


. 4 paradiſe of chaſt deliphts, and: the denne 


of S:uage beatts was. changed into-a babita: 
tion of Angelis, andof Gud himſelf ; to whoſe 
honour there was afterwatds-built a Church, 
Randing; to this day,, where hisdeuine Maicſty 
is dayly-fctucd. - Let the: devilt henceforth 
yeeld him Jeluc- vanquiſted'to the fervantsot 
God ,fince that a girle but thirteeneyeares 
oid hath defcated him ; and that {ih the 
very whirpoole ot vaclcanes Angelicall furity 
hath wet with a ſecure haven. The Jaſciuioes 
young men entred the virgins chamber , and 
admitting what they ſawyent forth chaſt and 
quite . changed, They entred foule. and abo- 
minable, and went forth pure and ſaniſyed. 
And thole that came to {rrut the devuill and 
their ynbridled concupiſcence, returned mo- 
ceſt, confcfling and praifing God: 
But the goucrnousfonne , who: had bin the 
chicfe inftrument of: this: ſacrilegious cruelty 
vicd againft the Saint; for to accompliſh his 
evitl getigne ; entred the roome, and-not re- 
gaiding what wasthcre , would.ofter violence 
i the holy virgin. But at the very inſtant, the 
Apgei] that garded her , {truck him dead at 
ber tcete.Andas his companions, who expeted 
at the.dore , ſaw that he made ſome ſtay ,after 
a while tkey centred the chamber, and ſceing 
tim dead on the Roore , began to crie out 
come Romans, ſee hiv eAgnes the Chriſtian and 
ſorcereſie: bath by Ler inchantments mane. aw ay 
With the gowernoars ſoune. The noyle ofthis was 
ſoone fpred throughthe whole city,and came 
10 the-cares of Symphronius , who,asa mad 
1:30 r1an10 the. place. where his fonnes bodie 
ly; andiccingitdead , turned:to Saint Agnes, 
and ratcd 'ber in this manner :O thou Witch , 
mibartreſie, and infernall furie , and monſter 
torn for my miſerie , how haſt thou killed my 
jenne , who thould hane liued Yithout thee, and 
w/e life as mine ? to: which the Saint an- 
jwcied :.tt vas not 1: that tooke away your 
ſonns life \, but bis owne-rasbnes and malice, 
Others that entred hither before him Went forth 
Titvout. barme ; for ſeeing this chamber full of 
brightnes. , they gane the glorie , Which is due, 
#o the -girat king of heauen ; and under food 
that he: garded me being alone and abandoned, 
and in this. infamous place preſerued my viryi- 
my, Khich T conſecrated unto himfrom a child, 
But your jonne tranſported With funie, without | 


| 


any reſpef! to my Ged, here preſent, Youldhaye 


p 


forced me , and therefore the Angell , my keeper, 21.1 


hath Killed kim miſcrably as ycw ſee. Then the I 
gouerrour more calmly and gently ſaid a 1, 


vnto her. T do beg then of you that you 
Yorrld reffore my ſenne to life againe, that all 
the world way kauy that you did not kill bim 
Ly charmes and art megick. To whem the vir- 
gin repiyed. Certarnly your Lindnes and falfe 
beliefe deſern:th nut that God sheuld raiſe your 
fonne. But to the end his glorie may become more 
manif «ft ; and all the cityof Reame may knov the 
happines of thoſe that Jerne lim faxthfully ,goe 
forth of the roome, you and all that are with you, 
Yoiuſe 1 make mySrayer , ond beg it of God. All 
theidolaters went out, and S: Agnes proftrat 
vpors the: ground, and bathed-in teares hum- 
bly befeeched her beloued ſpouſe , that the 
foule of the young man, might" return to its 
ſtifte and cold Iimmes: Whilſt ſhe was praying, 
an .Angell appeared + vnto ' her , ' and com- 
torted heri- And the young 'man' roſe agai- 
ne, and going amongſt the poeple , cried 
out. There :s no God in heanen ,nor in the ſea, 
ncr in the eAlyſses ,but only he who is Almighty, 
Yom the Chriſtians do adore. To tim alone is 
due all henour , he -alone'15,g0 be adored. For ths 
tdolls are denills that do 3.1 Vs, for to carry 
vs with them into bell. O omnipotent- power 
of Chriſt crucified , which doth conucrt wos 
lues into lambes, and Rones into- the'ſonn$ 
of Abraham, and worſhippers of idolls into 
thy faithfull ſeruants, and the perſecutors of 
chaſtity into commenders and publiſhers of 
its praiſes. As foone as the newes of the go+ 
aernours ſonne being reviucd againe, and the 
diicourſe which he held to the poeple, came 
to the cares of the idolatrous Prieſts , they 
gathered a ſeditious multitude together , and 
made clamours|through the city : Let the ſorce- 
reſſe dye :make avay with the ſacrilegious and 
infamous witch , that by her charmes blinds the 
under fFanding of men , and like an other Circe 
transformeth them into beaſts. The gouernour 
was exceeding grieued and troubled at this 
noyſe and clamour: for by reaſon ofthe ſtrange 
miracle wrought vpon his ſonne-, he incliacd 
to ſett her free , but ſeared the poeples fury 
and violence of the Pricſts. and-at laſt ; like 
a weake man, let feare ouercome him , and 
committing the cauſe to his Lieutenant eAſpa- 
ſus withdrew himſelf, as puſillanimous ludges 
are wont to do,when they know the equitie ol 
the cauſe,and haue not the courage to main- 
taine-it.: Aſpaſius commanded Agnes to bc 
brought before him,and a great fire to be made, 
toconſume her.al1ue. But our Lord: permit- 
ted not the materiall fire to haye-power ouer 
her, who had neucr bin ſinged with the fire of 
concupiſcence. The flame parted and devided 
it ſelf ,leauing her in the middle without the 
leaſt harme, and ſpent its tyry vpon ſome 
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of the idolaters there preſent , and conſumed | 


;, them to aſhes, whilſt the reſt ſhouted and 
xy cried out againſt her , ſhe turning her ſelf to 
1h ber ſpouſe, rpet in this manner : 0 »y om- 
nipotent God ,worthie of all praiſe and all ho- 
nour, do bleſſe and glorifie thy boly Name, b:- 
eauſe by wertue of thy only ſonne Teſus Chriſt 
1 hanue ouercome the violent raze of the tyrant, 
and baue paſted without ſtaine through wntleane 
ways. And becauſe thy ſpirit and beauenly dew 
doth mitigate the vehement heate of this fire , and 
make the flame of it ſweet, and gentle unto me. 
whilſt your enemies and my tormentors are mate 
to feele the force of this element.” Lord bleſsed 
be thy holy name, ſince I now ſee bat I deſt- 
red , I enioy What T hoped for , and poſſeſſe That 
7 loued. Let my hart, tongue, ſoule, and bowels 
praiſe and magnifie thee. IT deſire feruent'y to 
come wnto thee true eternall God , who reigneſt 
with thy only foune Teſus Chriſt, world without 
end.This prayer cnded, the fire was ſo wholly 
quenched , as if there had bin none made. But 
Aſpaſius to appeaſe the poeple , who began 
to be in an vproare , gaue order that ſhe 
ſhould be thruit thorough the throate with a 
(word when the executioner was pteparing 
himſelf to ſtricke , he trembled , and changed 
colour.as if himſelf had bia condemned not to 
give but to receiuethe blow,wheras ſhe expec- 
tedit with that courage , and vnapalled coun- 
tenance, that ſhe ſeemed euen to check him for 
his lingering and prolonging time , in theſc 
termes ; vhat doeſt thou do? what doeſt. thou ſtay 
for ? Who holds thy hand? diſpatch and kjll this 
todte, which is pleaſing to the eyes of man which 
T deteſt , that the ſoule may line; which is gra- 
tious in the fight of God: Let that Lord , who 
hath made choiſe of me for bis ſpouſe * and to 
whom alone} defire to giue content , vouchafe 
to take me into his armes. Then ſhe Rood fir- 
me in prayer, and our of the wouud which 
was given her , there guſhed forth fo much 
blood that it couered her whole  bodie. And 
her bleſſed ſoule was crowned with the glo- 
ric of Mattyrdome. Her bodie was buried in 
a mannour belonging to her Parents, without 
the gate Nomentana (now called Saint Agnes 
gate) not with ſorrow and lamencations , but 
with great ioy and exuſtation of the Chriſtians, 
who flocked thither with much deuotion for 
to honour her ;and no lefic indignation and 
rage of the panynims, that fett vpon the Chri- 
nes ian praying at her ſepulcher , ſo violently, 
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trlome that they wounded and killed ſome. 
«Sn Amongſt whom was the holy virgin E- 
tin 3... Meentiana , companion and foſter ſiſter of S. 
Þ th.1anye Agnes, who, for that ſhe reprehended them for 
4. their 'outragiouſnes and impicty, was cruelly 
ſtoned ,and baptiſed in her owne blood. For 
ſhe was a catecumen, and hadnot received 
the water of Baptiſme. Her bodie was cnter- 


red neere to Saint Agnes , and the Church 


celebrates her feaſt ypon the three and twen» mann 
tieth of ths month , which was the day of her ar. 
Martyrdome. 4nd that the gentilesmight not Ian v- 
moleſt the Chriſtians any more , nor diſturbe A & 1, 
that holy pilgrimage anddeuotion, our Lord® 

ſent a terrible earthquake with dreadiull 
thunder and lightning , whereof many dyed, 

and the reſt aftrighted left the field to the 
Chriſtians, making all haſt for to ſauce themſel- 
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The Parents of Saint Agnes were night «1. @. 
and day praying at her ſepulcher,for their ten- cond 
der loue and ſweete memorie of ſucha daugh- felt <t'5. 
cer, vntlll at length , one night, they faw a j*,;.5, 
great number of virgins , clothed in rich 
cloath of gold gliſtering with pretious ſtones, 
and crowned with garlands of pearle of in- 
comparable brightnes. In the middſt of them 
*came Saint Agnes, triumphant and glorious, 
with a lambe more white then the driuen 
ſnow. The Virgin made a ſtand , and deſired 
her companions to ſtay , and turning to her. 
Parents faid : «My parents lament me n0t 4s 
dead. For rather you ought to reioyce fwith mes 
that F hane obtained in beaurn the crowne of 
glorie , vith this ſo boly companie , and am hb 

ily come to him , whom, during my mortal FA 
5 lowed with all my bart , ſoicle, and aff cfions 
Hauing faid this , ſhe dilappeared with that 
heauenly quire of virgins, that accompanied 
her. This þ ranch revelation happened eight 


. days after Saint «Agnes martyrdome, and was 


ſo remarkable , that it was diuulged through 
out Rome. Wherefore the Church celebrateth 
it witha particular feaſt , the day it happened, 
which was the twenty eight, ot Ianuary. Some 
yeares after Conſtantia daughter of the Em- 
erour Conſtantine (a ————_ lady, but very 
infirme, and full of foares from head to foote) 
having . heard of this viſion from thoſe that 
and ſeene it (which is a figne that Saint Agnes 
ſuffered in the laſl perſecution of Diocletian) 
refolued to goe to St. Agnes Sepulcher , there 
to pray , hoping by her interceſſion to recouer 
her health. Being at her deuotions, ſhe fell 
into a {weete ſlcepe , in which ſhe ſaw the 
glorious virgin Saint Agnes, who ſpake thus 
vnto het. Conſtartia forgett not your name. Do 


conſtantly, and embrace the faith of Chriſt. By 


| which meanes your ſoares sball be perfeftly hea- 


1 


| 


len,ſo that you thall te no more annoyed With 
the ill ſent, nor troubled with the paine of them, 
nor be in feare of any new infirmitic. Remem- 
ber the ſtate you baxe bin in, aud bow at preſent 
J0u are Whole and ſound , acknowledee our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt , and thanks bim for this fauour. 
When Saint Agnes had cnded theſe words, 
Conſtantia awakened , being now in perfe& 
health. And tobe gratctull for ſogreata . 
te; ſhe built a ſtately Church,in which ſhe ma- 
de atombe for the Saints bodice : whither mul- 
titudes of poeple continually reſorted to de- 
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* their fleſh, with aſſured hopes to receiue fro.n 


*and Saint Gregory in his eleventh and twelth 


ſecrated her cha##:ty by ber <Martyrdome. And 


fins the riches of the Wworld,reicHing the pleaſures 
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mand fauours of our Lotd by the prayers,and | 


merits of Saint Agnes. And many that came 
thither infirme and diſeaſed, returned ſound, 

any that were ſad and afflifted , went away | 
toyfull and well ſatished. Conſtantia remained 
always a virgin , and her example was fol- 
lowed by many young women of prime no- 
bility , who embraced that heauenly vertue, 
and waged a conſtant and generous war againſt 


their ſpouſe leſus Chriſt, a diademe prepared 
for thoſe, who for his loue do renounce all 
ſenſuall pleaſures and contemtments. 

The Martyrdome of Saint Agnes was on 
the one and tweatie of Ianuary in the yearc 
of our Lord three hundred and foure, in the 
reigne of Diocletian and Maximian. In Saint 
Ambroſe his works is cxtant the life of Saint, 
eAgnes, and he makcth mention of it in his 
ninctieth ſermon , and in his firſt booke of 
virgins , Saint Damalus alſo writeth of her, 


ham.ilies , Prudentius and Saint Ifidore. Saint 
Hierome to Demetriades writeth thus :The life 
of Se Agnes is famons by the pens and tongues of all 
nations , eſpecially in the Charcbes ;for the tri- 
smphed ouer the flesh and the tyrant, and con- 


Saint Maximus in a Sermon faith. 0 gloriows 
Tirem , what an example of lone hane you left 
for all virgins to zmitate? O boy well hawe you 
tought rhem what they are to anſwer, by deſpi- 


of the flesb, and lowing the only innocent beauty 
of Teſus Chriſt. Approach yee Virgias wnto this 
Virgin ,wbo from ber child bood lowed Chriſt with 
linely flames of affefion. «Agnes ſaith che vill 
be loyall to her ſpouſe , and will lowe only him, 
Who refuſed not to He for ber. Learn Uirgins 
to imitate Agnes , who burnes With dekine louc, 
and eſteemeth as droſie , all the treaſures and 
delights of the World. 
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EH woſt famous Martyr , Saint 


Vincent , was born inthe towne 
Huelſca, and brought vp in Sara- 


& His fathers name was Eutichius, 


and his mothers Enofa, From a child he had 
:an inclination to picty and vertuc Jand was 
addifted to leatning ; and atlaſt was ordained 
deacon by Saint Valcrius, Biſhop of Saragofla, 
who growipg old, and hauing an imperte&ion; 
in his ſpeech; committed to Saint Vincent his 


1 goſla, the capitall City of Aragon. 


3 
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Saint Agnes Virgin, and Martyr. 


Charge of preaching. At this time Diocletian 


and Maximian were Emperours,cruell tyrants, 


and ſworn cnemies of Chriſt , who could ne- 22k 
ver ſatishe themſelues with ſpilling Chriſtian 1, 


( 


blood, hoping thereby to win the fauour of auf}, 


their Gods , and oblige them the moreto en- 
creaſe and wake proſperous their empyre, 
They ſent into Spainc for gouernour and mi- 
niſter of their impicty , Dacian , a man as 


blinded with ſuperſtition, and as bloodie and 


cruell aShis maſters. This monſter came to Sara- 
goſfſa,and made great ſlaughter in GodsChurch, 
and tormented many Chriſtians. Amongſt 
the reſt he ſeized vpon Saint Valerius and bis 
deacon Saint Vincent ; which were the two, 
that could beſt reſiſt and oppoſe him , whom 
all the other Chrittians caſt their eyes vpon, 
and on whole example and fortitude their 
courage and conſtancy did much rcly. The 
gouernour intending to proceed with theſe 
two Saints more at leiſure, ſent them to Va« 


lencia, whither they walked on foot , loaden 


with icons ,and 111 treated by the officers.Ar 
Valencia they were caſt into adarke and loath- 
ſome priſon, and were kept many days faſting, 
in their chaines , but teaſting in our Lord, 
becauſe they ſufferedall for his loue. The go- 
uernour thought that with time, and miſe- 
rice he might make their courage relent. But 
it wrought in them a quite contrary cftcR, 
For the more they were afflifted the more 
hart they tooke , and with the fire of tribula- 
tion they ſtill refined the gold of their charity; 
and cucn their fraile bodies of fleſh gained 
ſtrength by torments. Dacian commanded 
they ſhould be brought before him, and ſce- 
ing them ſo lively and luſtic , contrarie to his 
opinion, which was, that they ſhould be pined- 
ſterued , and diſhartned with hungar ,thurſt, 
and a hard priſon; fell vpon the 1ayler , asit 
he bad bin too kinde to them: and is this rbat 
(faith he) vbich 7 commanded thee ? are the ene- 
mies of our Empyre to come forth of priſon ſtrong, 
Iuftio , and in ſo good plight ? then turning to 
the Martyrs « the firſt of them: What /a 
you Valerius? vill you obey the Emperous , and 
worchip the Gods , Whom they do Wworsbip ? 
The good old' man anſwered meckely 
and with a low voyce , fo that by reaſon ot 
the imperfe&ion in his ſpeech ; his anſwer 
was not well vaderſtood. Then Saint Vincent 
began, and with great feruor of ſpirit laid. 
What do you meane father ,wiy ſpeake you j0 
gently and ſo low , as if you Were afraidot this 
dogge ? raiſe. your woyce for the loue of God, that 
all the world may heare you, and that the bead 
of this bellich ſerpent may come to be crushes. 
Or if your great #g* and weaknes do binder you; 
giue me leaye to anſiver bim. And when the 
9 had granted him lcauc , he faid t9 

aciat.Keepe your 'Gods to yourſelues,, ao y09 
offer them incence and ſacrifices , and adore them 


as protefors of your Empyre, As for vs Gi 
zals, 


Saint Vincent 
| wn figure do kno that they are the works of 


Martyr. 
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bin greater. The hangmen were tired with 
224-2 thoſe who beved and. carued them ; and that | tormenting the-faint , and he was not wearic 
Lam&109h* they bane no life nor ſenſe to underſtand yon. | of being tormented. They were out of breath = 
" Alifall We do acknoviege that ſupreme artificer ,wbo by | and fo ſpent and exhauſted , that they were - a 
hy bis only Will created heauen and earth, and | (care able to ſhr , and he full of courage les 
| with +=, 2p pra gonernetb; the whole | and livelines , gathering ftrevgth from his 
| world.this is the only Lord whom We ao beltewe | paines, to the end (faith S. Auguſtine ſerm: 2. de 
«to be true God , and whom Ye do adore and bis | Sanftis)ve might conſiner mans patience and the 
| only ſonne Teſus Chriſt, bo clothing bimſelf with | power of God : if ve looke upon the patience of the 
: our flesh dyed for ws wpon the croſſe , and for | mamn,it ſeemes incredeble : if on the power of God, 
; to return him (in the beſt manner Ye can) this | there is nothing to wonder at. God clothed bim- 
his infinite loue with our loue, and repay his pre- | ſelf with mans Weaknes , and ſWeated®* blood 
; tiows death with our death , we do deſire to /uffer | vhen he prayed in the garden through the ex- 
: a thouſand deaths ,to shed all our blood , and | c:ſie of paines there repreſented before him : and 
lay done our lines for his glotie. man became clothed with the ſtrength of God, 
| Theſe words did much comfort and | that he might paſſe his paine With roy and cou- 
r animate the Chriſtians ,that were preſent, but | rage. «Azd that man might remaine obliged to 
: made the goucrnour ſwell with rage. He com- | giue thanks to our Lord Ieſas Chriſt , for what 
e manded that the Biſhop ſhovld be baniſhed, Te tooke of our weakenes , and gaue ws of bis 
- and. $. Vincent cruelly tormented. They ſtript | frength. This appearcth in Saint Vincent, 
'L him of his cloaths,and hung him vpon a high | whom God armed with fo deuine a fortitude 
[ poſt, then ſtretched his feete with cords,and, | and conſtancy , that the torments ſeemed ca- 
= {o difiointed every member. In the height of | refſes to him, thorns flowers, fire retreſbment, 
L which torment Dacian ſaid to him : doeft thou | and deathlife. It ſeemeth there was a conten- 
1 mot ſee boy thy body is rackt ? whom the vali- | tious ſtrife betwixt the rage and furic of Da- 
A ant Martyr anſwered ſmiling : This ;5 that | cian , anJ the courage and teruour of the 
j. Which 1 always defired : belieuwe me Dacian , no | Martyr , the one to inflit paines , the other 
It man can dome a greater pleaſure , then thou | to iuffer them. But Dacian was fooner wearie 
t, Joeſt me now , thouzh much agam# thy will. | and tired out then Uincent. They faſtned him 
Ee Thou art more tormented then I am, to ſee | to a Crofle , after that, they layd him ona bed 
I that all that thou canſt inflif} vp0n me , can not | of red-hott iron , they ſcorched his fides with 
f5 ouercome me. Wherefore I beg of theenot to defiſt | burning plates. Streames of blood ran dowae 
d wor to ſlacken one iott the bow thou baſt bent | his bodic in that abundance that it quenched 
d againſt me ; for the more piercing and cruell thy | the fire. 'The fleſh was conſumed , and the 
< Shafts are ,the more glorious sball be my crow- | bare bones remained black and burnt. The: 
's ne ; and the better thall F accomplizh my defire | gouernour bid great lumps of ſalt be caſt into 
h to /uffer for that Lord Yobo for me was crucified. | . 15 , that the ſparkling of it might pane 
| Theſe words til} raiſed the tyrants turie, | himthemore. And the brave ſouldiar of Chriſt 
f for as if he had -bin out of himiclf , his cycs | endured it, skoffing at thole wh o tormented 
+ Jparkled,he foamed at the mouth, roared like | him, and above all at Dacian. Who ſeeing 
* a lyon, and ſnatching the bloodic ſcourges | himſelf overcome by the holy young man, 
, from. out of the:hands ofthe execationers,he | committed him to a dark priſon , which he 
_ e]l /beating them, calling them all to naught commanded to be ftrawed with ſbarp peeces 
" \Yeake, baſe, Yomaniike. And Saint'Vincentimi- | ofpotihards, and him to be rolled vpon them, 
W ling. on him ſaid: -7.+bank thee Dacian for this | that no part of his bodie might be free from 
p  hinde and frendly office which thou doeſt me, 40 | a {harp torment , although (as Saint Ifidore 
ly axeuenge me of theſe who do miſuſe me , and to | oblerueth ) Dacian did not ſeeke the ſecret 
of handle them: ſo:roug bly who do intreat me 111. \t | and obſcurity ofa priſon, fomuch to torment 
- wasto caſt oyle vpon. the fire. , and to add |.\Vincent, asto hide his ſhame and the aflition 
t new fewell:to the ;boiling irage of Dacian, | he felt to be overcome by him. The ſoute 
4, for;to ſec a man'to,make a ſport of all thepai- | and couragiousLeuite was vponthis 'dolorous 
jo nes and tormens :that'his 'witt and malice | and .paintull bed with a dying bodie , but a 
x could; deviſe to inflict -vpon him, Yet for all | lively ſpirit, preparing himlelf for new con- 
- this he would not ceaſe nor leaue of tormen- | flifts ; when our Sauiour contemplating his 
4 -tinghwm , but commanded that his' whole | ſouldiar-from heaven , refolued to ſhew him 
f !bodie; ſhould be. rent and torne. with clawes | a great -fauour, to make ir appeare that he 
- -apd hookcs of iron,which-wasexecuted with | :neuer abandoneth thoſe that put their trult 
he @trange furic, But: the Martyr, as if he:had | in him. -He had altedie refreſhed him with 
5 | pot-ban. wade of fleſh , or had had no fecling | a- conſtancy and ioy in his torments, with a 
a | ofhis paine derided thole helliſh tormentors, | feruent defire of ſuftcring more ; witha glo- 
_  \and-faid':- How Wweaks and faint -barted are | rious vidoric int his paines. He was now plea- 
'y J0u? T thought your Hrength and cournge bad | ſed to ſend him a greater conſolation by a 
als, | miraculoug 
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Saint Vincent Martyr, 


m———— miraculous 'dcliverance ,to the aſtoniſhment 
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of his enemies. There came into that obſcure 
and loathſome dungeon a light from heauen, 
there aroſe 4moſt fragrant ſavour,and Angells 
came to viſite the Martyr ; who at the fame 
time ſaw the light , fell the favour , and heard 
the Angells, that with their heauenly harmo- 
nie recreated and deligh:ed him. The gards 
were troubled fearing that Vincent had ef- 
caped out of priſon. But the Saint to putt them 
out of paine ,told them : Np, 70, F am not 
run a% ay. Feare not , here I am, and here will 
þ*, Come in my bretheren , and take part of the 
conſolation which God hath ſent me , that you 
may know how great the king is Whom T ſerue, 
and for Whoſe (ake T1 do ſuffer. And when you 
shall be certified of this truth ,zo, and tell Da- 
cian from me,that he deniſe out new torments, for 
i am cured , and reanie for other ſufferings. 
'The ſouldiars informed Dacian of what had 
paſſed, who in a tranſport of rage gnaſhed 
þis teeth for ſpite and anger. 4nd whilit 
he was contriviog what to do , the Angells 
were regaling the holy Martyr with their de- 
licious muſick and company , to whom(as 
Prudentius writeth) they ipoke in this man- 
ner. Cheere vp, inuencable Martyr , and feare 
not : for torment's nov are afraid of you, an dhaue 
loft their force againſt you-Our LordFeſus Chriſt 


who bath ſeene your great combates and glorious 


wiffories , Vill ng crovne You Os 8 Onqueror. 
Leaue then the ſpoile of this mortall bodie , and 
come with ws for to enioy the glorie of Para- 
fiſe. 

The night being paſt Dacian gave corn- 
mand that the Martyr ſhould be brought 
before him : and for that his crueltie and vio- 
lence had prevailed nothing , he would make 
an efſay of {weetnes, to tempt that umpenetra- 
ble breaſt of factitude ; and beginning to ſooth 
him withfaire words, ſaid the torments which 
thou haſt undergone ,baue lin long and rude; 
it is reajon that we sbould lay thee ypon a ſoft 
bed, and ſecke to beale , and recouer thee, This 
was no pitty, charity , or repentance in the 
tyrant: but an inſatiable thirſt of Vincents 
blood. he would heale him for to torment 
him a new ; and recouer his {trength for to 
wake him endure the more. Theſe are the 
tricks (as Saint eAuguſtine obſerueth ) which 
the world wjeth again## Chriſts ſouldiars, Ft 

flatereth to deceiue them , terrifieth to ouerthrow 
them, but by two things the Yorld is ouercome , 
if we permitt not our jelues to be drawen by its 
allurements.,and ſtand not in feare of its cruelty, 
But the —_ Martyr Saint Vincent fin- 


ding himſelf vpon a ſoft and eafic bed, having 
a greater horror of pleaſure they of paine, 
and of eaſe then of torment , gaue vp his ſou- 
le, which accompanied with celeſtiall Spirits 
mounted into heauen, and was preſented be- 
{ore the throne of that Lord , for whom he | 


had endured ſo much.Dacian was eyen like to 
burſt witi: anger and rage , and plucking of 


ſhnes, arr] cefolucd to revenge himfeltf of that 
D-de being now dead, which , whilſt «it was 
liuing , }» could not maſter. He commanded 
it to be throwen todogps and wild beaſts, to 
be pniled in peeces and deuoured by them, that 
the Chnitians might not honour it asa Mar- 
tyrs bodt-; But what can the weakenes and 
malice of wicked men preuaile againſt the 
lernants God , who to the cacreaſe of his glo- 
ric, defendethand prote&eth them in this life, 


ouer their enemies, who are quite confoun- 
ded to fee them ſo much honoured. The bo. 
die of, this vitorious Saint was expoſed na- 
ked on the ground , cloſe by a high way at 
the foute ofa great hill , that birds and beaſts 
might prey and feeder ypon it. But as ſoone 
as any. rauenous bird came necre it, a rauen 
by croking and beating its wings chaſed it 
away, and remained conſtantly by the hodic 
there to keepe watch and ward. There came 
a wolſe to deuoure it ; but he flew vpon 
him, and neuer left pecking at his eyes , til 
he made him to retire faſter then he came.O 
inhnite bountie of our Lord, who knoweth 
| ſo well how to prouide a defenſe for his ſer- 
uants | oomnipotent power of God, to whom 
all creatures are obedient | which was the 
greater mitacle , that a rauen ſhould bring 
meate to Elias when he was hungrie, or that 
a hungrie raven ſhould not touch Saint Vin- 
cents dead bodice ,nor cuen permitt any bird 
or beaſt ro medle wih it ? 0 fo0lz5h furie,and 
furious folly of Dacian (faith S. Auguſtine) the 
crow ſerueth Saint Vincent , and the wolfe deth 
reuerence him , and Daiian perſecutes bim : ior 
is ashamed to perſiſt in bis malice, and become 
more cruell againſt him, in whoſe fauour ſauage 
bealts looſe their fiercenes , and do endeauonr to 
defend and protef} bim. Dacian heard what 
paſſed , and cried out like a frantick man : 0 
Tincent , thou doeft conquer me euen after thou 
art dead, and thy ſliffe and naked members Wvi- 
thout blood or life do Wage var againſt me. No, 
n0,it shall not be ſo. And ſtraite calling for the 
miniſters of his furie, bid them take the bo- 
die, and ſowe it vpin an oxcs hide , as they 
vie to ſerue parricides., and caſt it into the 
deepeſt ſea , to be deuoured by fiſhes ,and 
neucr to appeare more, thinking to conquer 
him in the fea, whom he could not overcome 
by land :as if God were not Lord ofone elc- 
ment as well-asofan other, and as powertull 
in the deepeſt occan , as on the land , who 
(as the Royall Prophet fingeth) hath Jone all 


and in all the depths. The wicked officers 
tooke the bodie 1nto a barke, and being ad- 


vanced into the maine ſea fo far that a" 
co 


and after their death maketh them to triumph - 


that he Will in heauen, aud in earth , in the ſes, - 
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his foxes 1aske returned to his ſauage bruti- |, vy#2 
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could ſee nothing but water and the skies, 


anr22. they caſt it forth into the deepe occan , and 


a favs returned with much content for having com- 
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x1, plyed with the gouernours command. But the 
powerfull hand of God, which had taken into 
his boſome the ſoule of Saint Vincent , drew 
out his bodie from the middle of the ſea, and 
brought it ſo ſpecdily to ſhoare, that Dacians 
officers found it to be landed before them, 
wherat they were ſofrighted , that they dared 
not touch it any more, The waues made a hole, 
and couered the holy bodie with fand , as if 
© they had given it buriall ; vatill the Martyr 
gaue notice of it to a man , that he ſtould 
take it from thence, and burie it in holy 
ground. But he fearing Dacian , was ſlack in 
performing his duty. Wherefore the Saint 
appeared to a good deuoute woman , and 
revealed to her where his bodice Jay , and bid 
her buric it. The couragious womandid that 
which the timorous man durſt not ventcr 
ypon , her deuotion ſurpaſſing the tyrants 
threats. She tooke vp the bodie, and buried 
it without the walls of Valencia,in a Church, 
which afterwards was dedicated to God in 
honour of the Martyr. Theſe were the com- 
bates , viRorics , crownes and trophees of 
the moſt renowned Martyr Saint Vincent, who 
(as Saint Auguſtine ſpeaketh) having taken 
largely of that wine , that maketh thoſe that 
arink it , ſtrong and chaſt, conſtantly withſtood 
the tyrant , that foamed witb rage againſt Chriſt, 
endared all torments with patience , and excn 
laughed at them ſo Frong and ſtout be vas in 
ſuffering. Andyet vithall be vas ſober and hum- 
ble in his*wiflorte , knowing that it was not 
bimſelf that got the wiforie , but our Lord in 
him. «And therefore neither the burning c10ns, 
or paws of fire, nor the ſteelie bookes and 
wmbes ,nor the maſſiue ſtrength of the tormen- 
ters, nor the ſmarting paine of bis torn mem- 
ters , diſtointed, hacked aud rent in peeces, nor 
the caſting of ſalt pon bis bowels as they Yere 
melting in the flames , nor all other exquiſite 
torments , Which were infli.7ed pon bim,could 
make bim relent in the leaſt ,or Jubmitt to Da- 
cians will. What is the meaning of all this, 
but to let ws ſee the power of Godin our 
Weakenes , tbft the faithfuB ſeraant , When 
the time chall come , that he is to gage ard ven- 
ture bis life for the bonour of bis Lord; be not 
afrard, knowing that be 15 not ſo much to fight and 
oxercome,as God in him. Nov is Dacians wratb 
paſt”, and /o are Vincents torments. Bnt Daci- 
ans paine Will bawe no end, nor Vincents glorie. 
# bat corner of the World is not the fame 
and jragrant ([awour of Tincents Martyrdome 
Ipread and dilated ? where ecchoeth not his re- 
wer wm - exer minded Dacian, but for 
auing read the glorious paſſion of Vincent , 
io mY ed the , ane: "N_—_ A torments, 
Inumpbed ower death , bell , and the demill? St. 


. Saint Vincent Martyr. 
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| Vincent dyed the two and twenticth day of 


lanuary , in the yeare three hundred, and 
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three. Saint Auguſtine hath writen:two | anve 


ſermons of him , and Sairt Bernard one. Saint 
Leo Pope waketh honorable mention of him; 
ſo do Prudentivs, Ifidore , Metaphraſtes, at 
all thoſe that write Martyrologes. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT ANASTASIVS 
Martyr. 


= N the time of Phocas Empe- 
oy & r0ur, Coſroes, King of Perha, 

q SW made cruell war againit the 

= £.95 Chriſtians ; behieged Hieruſa- 
hd 7/>= lem, tooke and deitroyed it : 


ouer fin , hell , and the deuill, This deuine 
treaſure being brought into Perſia, it is incre- 
dible how it troubled and moleſted the pagan 
Perſians, and what a number of miracles our 
Lord did work by it , dazling with its light 
the obſtinate infidels, w hothrough their owne 
fau]t would not open theireycs , and enligh- 
ning and conuerting others , and drawing 
them to the knowlege of the truth. Amo 
thoſe that were conuerted , was Analtahus a 
Perhan , called then in that language Mar- 
zudat, and his tathers name was Bai a great 
necromancer, that kept a ſchoole ot it , and 
had many ſchollers , one wherof was his ow- 
ne ſonne , who was ſo cunning in this black 
act that he equalled or even furpaticd his father, 
Notwithſtanding Anaſtaſius when he heard 
the people fay that the God of the Chriſtians 
was in Perſia, and wrought many wonderfull 
things by the Crofſe wheron he ſuffered; had 
a curioſity to ſpeake with ſome Chriſtian , 
and fo demand how God had deſcended from 
heauen , how he became man , and was cru- 
cifycd, and whither he aſcended againe into 
heaucn. When he had heard the reaſons which 
were given him of our faith , his ſoule by de- 
grees began to be inlightned , and his hart 
was diſpoſed to receiue the feede of faith 
and produce the fruit of a Chriſtian and 
vertuons life. Heraclius in the meane t1- 
me ſucceeded Phocas in the Empyre, and 
at three battles got three notable yito- 
ries of Choſroes and his Generalls , and 
recouered whore glotic what his prede- 
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m=—— Ccſſor bad baſely and ſhameſully loſt. In the 
22. firſt gght Anaſtaſius with one of his Brothers 
Tany was a ſouldiar in Coſroes armie , and when 
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it was defcated by Heraclius , leauing the 
campe , as being now touched interiourly by 
God , he joined himſe:f to fome Chriſtians, 
and came to Hicrapolis, where he ſctourned 
for ſome months with a goldſmnth, his covn- 
triman and a Chriſtian,working in that trade, 
znd praying in his hait to God, He defired 
the gold/muh to procure him meanes to be 
baptiſed; and he difterring and driving him 
of from time to time for feare of the Genti|ls, 
he omitted not to frequent the Church as 
oiten as he could, to pray. And eſpying there 
the piftures of certaine Martyrs, he enquired 
who they were ; and when he vnderſtood 
that they were men, whe had endured great 
torments and death for the loue of God;his 
hart was much ſtruck with admiration and 
tendernes, and blaming; his flacknes in put- 
ting in execution his good deiires , he went 
to Hierulalem , where he was baptiſed , and 
changed his name of Margudat into Ana/- 
tafius. So great was his zcale , that for foureſ- 
core days he neuer ſtirred out of the houſe 
of the Prieſt that baptiſed him , the better to 
be inſtructed in the myſteries of our holy 
faith. He heard talke of many Chriſtians, 
who for to ſerue Godin a more perfe& way, 
ſkut themſelues vp in Monaſteries , obſeruing 
perpetuall poueity, chaſtity, and obedience. 
Wherefore all infamed with the loue of God, 
he betooke him:felfto a Monaſterie,ſome foure 
miles diſtant trom Teruſalem , and receiued the 
habite of a Monk from the hands of the holy 
Abbot, Iuſtine, and ſpent ſcaucn yeares in 
that Convent , ſeruing the Religious , as 
their gardiner and cooke , with great humi- 
lity diligence, and charity, ſo cowplying with 
thoſe obligations; as not to omitt his ti- 
mes of prayer , bearing of Maſſe , communi- 
cating , and other deuine ſervice, He often 
read devout boocks , and eſpecially the con- 
fits and viftories of the holy Martyrs, with 
great ſeclng and deyction , letting fall many 
a teare vpon the boocks whilſt he was rca- 
ding , and carncſily beſeceching qur Lard, to 
make him a companion of thoſe , who had 
Icſt their hues for him. The deuill did all 
that he could to vadermine him and worke 
E-is ruine, by calling to his mind his former 
courſes pode wicked arts, which he had prac- 
tiſed, butthe holy man by demanding ſuccour 
and aſſiſtance of God ; overcame him, and diſ- 
couered all his temptations to his ſpirituall 
father , which is a moſt ſoucraine remedie for 
Religious poeple againſt the dewills ſubtilries 
and deceipts. 

As the feruent defire of Martyrdome 
did dayly encreaſe in Anaſtaſius, our Lord was 
picaſed to giue him an earneſt of what he 


Saint Anaſtaſius Martyr, 
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would afterwards grant him , by this viſion, 
One night in his {lcepe , he thought he was , 
carried vp to the top of a Mountaine , and 1, 
that there came to him a-man with a golden ,, 
cup, enamelled, and beſet with pretious fo- 
ncs, full of wine, who faid vnto him :takz 
and drink ,and that he tooke and drunk it, 
and found his ſoule repleniſhed with a hea- 
uenly {weetnes ; which gaue him to vn- 
deritand , cuen in his fleepe, that God would 
honour him with the crowne of Martyrdo- 
me. He acquainted his Suneriour of this vi. 
hon,and having bin - preſent that night at 
Matincs,and the day following heard Maſſe 
and commraicated with the reſt of the Religis 
ous, he tooke his leaue of them all and taking 
nothing with him but his habite , he went 
to Celarea in Paleſtine, where he ſpent two 
days in prayer , firſt in our Ladys Church, 
then in that of Saint Euphcmia, At laſt he 
wastaken, and brought before the gouernour 
of that prouince , Marcabanus , Lieutenant 
for Coſroes King of Perſia, that was a cruell 
perſecutor of Chriſtians. Marcabanus thought 
by his faire wordsand large promiſes to per- 
{wade Anaſtaſius to leauc of the ſuperſtition 
(as he termed it) of the Chriſtians, and return 
to his old profeſſion * but when he found the 
Saint to ſtand his ground firme , he preſſed him 
with rigor and: threats , which ferucd to as 
little purpoſe as had don his flattering and 
faire ſpeaking. Then he condemned him 
to be charged with irons , and put to carrie 
ſones with other Chriſtians, yet ſo as to hauc 
always a heavicr load then the reſt. They reui- 
led him with bitter ſcoffes and taunts , iniu- 
red him ſeuerall ways, often miſuſed and beat 
him. And the bleſſed man reioyced at all, defi- 
ring toendure more, as aneflay of Martyrdo- 
me. After ſome while the iudge unagining 
that labour and hard vſage had made Anaſta- 
ſus become more tra&able and pliant to his 
wiil, ſet vypon him a new, but found him as 
firme and immoueable as 4 rocke. Which put 
kim into ſuch a chafe and fume againſt him, 
that he would haue him laid flatt vpon the 
ground, and foare beaten yntill he altered his 
mind. The executioners wouid haus bound 
him ,the better to do their office in the tor- 
ment: but he defired them, not to tie him,for 
that he ſuffered with a good hart , and a won- 
derfull content ayd fatista&tion of mind, and 
hoped that God would fo ſtrengthen himgthat 
he ſhould remaine ſtill and quiet without 
mouing. He defired them alſo to take of his 
habit, to the end no irreverence or diſhonour 
might be don vnto it vpon his back : ſo much 
reſpe& did this holy man beare not only to 
his Religious ſtate and profeſſion , but euen to 
his very habite, which is a marke and token 
of it. They did beate him ſo long and ſo 
cruelly , that they broke his boues with {| 
pure | 
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Saint Anaſtaſius Martyr. 


force of blowes , the Saint remaining as im- 
moueable as a ſtatue , by vertue of the holy 


1zxv- Ghoſt , which did helpe and comfort him. 
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Aﬀter this he was ſent back to priſon, where he 
ſpent the nights in ſinging hymns to God, 
and the days in meditating vpon his words 
and commandments. He was viſited there by 
Monks of his conuent , and much more tre- 
quently by Angells , who in the obſcurity 
of the night, appeared to him brighter then 
the ſunne ; amongſt whom one. with a thuri- 
ble incenſed the holy Martyr. The ludge then 
deſpairing to bring Anaſtaſius to adore his 
Gods , defired of him no more then to ſay 
that he would not be a Chriltign , 
and if he were aſhamed to ſay it in publick 
before many,that he wovld ſpeake it in priuate 
before him and two other witneſſes: and then 
promiſed to ſet him at liberty, and to diſmiſſe 


him in his Religious habite. But not being | 


able to obtaine lo muck of him, ſent him loa- 
den with irons to his Maſter , the King , who 
committed his cauſe to a Preſident. Which 
Preſident firſt in his Kings name protered him 
great honours and preferments with abun- 
dance of wealth , which the holy man ſI1gh- 
ted and laughed at:then made him be ſtretched 
forth at length , with two ſauces betweene 
his legs, which they tied fo ſtreight, that the 
paine was moſt ſenſible at the very bones. 
then they hung him by one arme on high 
vpon a poſt , and tied to one of his feete a 
huge heauic ſtone , for to put all his bodie 
out of 10int. And in this woetull poſture they 
held him two howers./t length when nothing 
could ſhake the invincible conſtancy and for- 
titude of the holy martyr , the Iudge being 
tired out,after he had aduiſed with the King, 
reſolued to put him to death. To which pur- 
poſe he” drew torth of priſon threeſcore and 
ten Chriſtians, who had bin detained there 
together with ſome criminalls , and led them 
to the rivers fide together with Anaſtaſius. 
Then caſting a hoote about their neck. {tran- 
gled them one by one, and threw their bo- 
dies into-the river before Anaſtaſius his face: 
and for euery one that they thus diſpatched , 
faidto the holy Maztyr : Why will you dye like 
this man , an not rather obey the King , and 
line in Wealth and honour? But he litnng vp 
his eyes to heaucn, with great humility gaue 
thanks to our Lord for this ſo ſingular a favour, 
being now come to his long deſired Martyr- 
dome, and ſeeing heauen gate open for him, 
Then turning himlelf to the executioners, he 
[poke thus: 7 414 always defire and hope to rye 
a More cruell death then this , and to bhaue had 
all the members of my bodie ,one by one , cut in 
peeces fer the loue of my Lord Teſus Chriſt. But 
ſince be is pleaſed that T should dy this caſie 
death, F render kim thanks for it ; as alſo for 
that be wonchſaſeth to accept of my death , which 
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is due to nature. As he hadfaid this, they ſtran- 


oled him, and then cutt of his head, and car- 
ried-it to the King. But God, who had ſhewed 
himlelt admirable in the vertue and conſtancy 
which himſelf had giuen to the Mattyr aliue, 
would likewiſe ſhew himſelf a moſt louing 
tather and no lefle powerfull in honouring 
his dead bodie. For the Chriſtians commin 
ſecretly to take and enterrre the bodie, —_ 
the carcaſſes of others , that had bin put to de- 
ath with him , torn and half devoured by 
dogps, and the Saints bodie entire, the very 
ſame doggs , that had eaten the others, gar- 
ding this, and watching it. There was alſo 
ſeene a bright ſtar jult over the Martyrs bo- 
dic. The Chriſtians then tooke it vp,and with 
duc reuecrence placed it in the Monaſterie of 
Saint Sergius Martyr. 

God wrought many miracles by Saint 
Anaſtaſius his.habit and picture , and his holy 
Relicks were trapſlated to the Monaſterie, 
where he had taken the habit. And afterwards 
his head was ſent to Rome, together with his 
picture , by which (as the Koman Martyro- 
loge faith, citing the ſecond Couancill of Nice) 
deuills were caſt forth of bodies , and many 
diſeaſes cured. The faid Councile relates that 
as the holy bodie was brought from Perfia 
te Celarea of Paleſtine, all the City went forth 
with great ſolemnity to receiue it ; and after- 
wards when euery one came to reucrence it, 
a principall Lady , Areta, ſaid , 7 will 4o no 
reuerence to Relicks that come out of Perſia.But 
the Saint appeared vnto her in his Religious 
habite in the night , and faid : thox art wicked; 
and as ſhe anſwered :20, 7 am good; (he was 
lcized vpon with intolerable paines which 
continued foure days; vatill ſhe was aduiſed 


| to recommend her {elf to the Saint ; and then 


being brought before his bodie, ſhe acknow- 
tedged her fault , and recoucred her health. 
'Thisis writcn in the boock ot his miracles, 
wacrot the Councill maketh mention. The 
head of Saint Anaſtaſius was placed in the 
Church of Santa Maria ad Aquas Saluias, which 
is at the three fountaines , where Saint Paul 
was beheaded , which Church afterwards 
chanyed its name, and is called Saint Vincents 
and >aint Anaſtajius. He dyed on the two and 
twentieth of Ianvary in the yeare of our 
Lord fix hundred twenty ſeaucn,and ſeauen- 
tienth of Heraclius his raigne. In this life of 
Saint Anaſtaſius we arc firſt to conſider the 
ways, Which the deuine ProuiJdence doth or- 
dinarily vſe , to chaſtife ſome for the benchte 
of others, He permitted Choſroes king of 
Perſia to deſtroy the city of Ierufalem , for 
puniſhment of the inhabitants; and the holy 
wood of the Crofle to be carried into Perſia 
to enlighten the Pagan Perſians; and tomake 
Anaſtaſtus ſo famous a Martyr with others. 


| Secondly that no bodie in this life ought to 
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deſpaire of ſaluation , how wicked ſoever he 
be, fince Anaſtaſius , who was a Magician , 
and ſonne of a necromancer , by hearing the 
myſteries of our Holy faith, was converted 
vnto it, and received Baptiſine. From whence 
alſo we way gather of what force the word 
of God 1s, and how carefully ant attentively 
we ought to heate it : for it is like the faine, 
v Eich always bringeth forth frum , witen it 
falleth vpon a ground well prepared and diſ- 
poſed. The laſt is the imitation of this gloti- 
ous Saint, which is the mark and principall 
end, we are to ayme at, in reading the liues 
of Saints. In Saint Anaſtaſius is ſet beforevs 
the contempt of the world : the holy and Re- 
ligious lite that he led , his burning thirſt of 
Marty:dome, his conſtancy in torments , and 
perſeverance vntill death , tFe Eigh eſteeme 
he made of his Religious habite; and aboue 
all the inwardand inflamed loue of our Lord, 
for whoſc ſake the . moſt cruell torments 
feemed to recreate and content him ; pajnes 
were ſweecte, and death was life. Which ver- 
tucs,our lord, who crowned and glorified him, 
through his infinite goodnes , and the prayers 
of the ſame Saint, grant vs to imitate. 
Amen. . 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Haefonſus , Archbichop of Toledo, 


and Confeſſer. 


Lu 


Aint Ildeſonſus , Archbiſhop of 


ALs Toledo , light of Spaine, patterne 
I of Piclats, g'orie of the Church, 
YZ ormament of his countrey , and 
Sx moſt deuoted chaplaine of the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin Marie,was born in Toledo , in the 


houie of Steephen Ilan ; which afterwards be-. 


1cnyed tothe Earles of Orgaz, and now tothe 


Fathers of the Society of Iefus. His father was 


cailed Steephen , and his mother Lucic , per- 


{c-ns nobly born ,and renowned for their good | 


woiks and piety. They had lived together 
many yeares without- having children ; and 


being very defirous of an hcire, to leauc great | 


wealth and meanes vnto, and knowing with 
all, that it is God , who giucth children, and 
takerh them away ; they applyed themſclues 
much toprayer, almes deeds, and good works, 
for to move our Lord to grant them what 
tlicy ſo carneſtly deſired, They tooke tos 


Saint Anaſtaſius Martyr, 


their ſpecia!l Aduocate for to interceede 


for them , the bleſlcd Virgin Marie , to ,, 
whom Lucie promiſed , that if it ſhould 1, 
pleaſe God to grant her a fonhe, ſhe would , ,, 


ofler him to the deuine Maieſtie , and endea- 
vour as much as ſhe could, to make him 
her Chaplaine. Our Lord condeſcended to 
what wasasked of him with fo pious; impor- 
tunity and contiruall prayers(although he doth 
not grant every one their petitions, for that 
they demand things not conucnient for them) 
and gave to Stecphen and Lucic a ſonne,and 
a moſt rare and admirable ſonne. For Ildefon- 
ſus was boin fo be a great Saint, a great 
bleſſing to the —_ 2 great honour to 
the Churchand his countrey, He was brought 
vp by his parents , as was fitting for him, that 


' was the fonne of teares and prayers. «And his 


vertuous mother Lucie, did more particularly 
attend to his good education , becauſe ſhe 
had offered him vp to God , and becauſe in 
his very infancy appeared great fignes and 
tokens of his future ſanftity. When he was 
growen vp , and had paſicd his lower ſtudies, 
his parents ſent him to Saint Ifidore, Arch- 
biſhop of Seuill , who was counted an oracle 
of wiidome and piety , that vnder ſo great a 
malter he might learn both human and deuine 
literature. The holy Prelate kept colleges 
for the bringing vp of youth in good ſcien» 


ces and in vertue, and himſelftooke the care 


and the paines to ouerſee both the Maſters 
and ſchollers. Which he did for the great good 
which by this education of youthdid arilc to 
the whole Chriſtian common wealth : for 
many noble men ſent their children to him 
to be brought vp vnder his care and charge, 
and there came forth of that (choole very ma- 
ny , that were famous for their learning and 
{anQtity , amongſt whom was Saigt IIdetonſus. 
Who after he had ſpent twelue yeares in Seuill 
vader the diſcipline of Saint I1fidore , being 
now well aduanced in philoſophie , and ſtu- 
dic of the holy Scripture , xeturned home to 
Toledo , where he was recciued with great 
joy and contentment of his Parents, and of all 
the people,who loued,cſteemed,and honourcd 
his great vertue, and rarc wiſdome,. Almighty 
God had alrcadic touched his hart , and dil- 
poſed him to make a divorce withthe world, 
and dedicate himſelf wholy to the deuine 
ſeruice. Which good thoughts he had for ſore 
time nouriſhed in his breaſt ; and differred the 
execution of them ,not forto hold back , and 
reſuſe or delay Gods holy inſpirations ; but 
for to accompliſh his defigne with more ſecu- 
rity and conuenience. But now he was refol-, 
ucd to execute ,and bring to effet what be- 
tore he had intended , and to take the Reli- 
gious habite in the Monaſteric called Agal;- 
enſe ,which vnder the name and protettion 


ot Saint Coſmas and Saint Damian, or rather 
(49 
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(as ſome do more probably think) of Saint 


* Julian, floriſhed at Tolcdo with great reputa- 
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tion of ſanity. He ſtole away ſecretly from 
his fathers houſe and fled towards this Mona- 
ſerie, But his father miſſing him, preſently con. 
jeured whither he was gon , and being well 
accompanied with his ſeruants and armed men 
came to purſue him, Ildefonſus perceiuing his 
father a farr off, without being ſcene by him, 
hid hioſelf behind a thick buſh ; wherupon 
he paſſed by withcut any notice of him, and 
came to the Monaſtery , where hearing no 
newes of his ſonne , he returned home ſoare 
aflited and troubled; This was a faire occa- 
fion to Ildefonſus to pert lately to the Mona- 
ſterie , and put on the holy habite without 
trouble and moleſtation. It is no maruell that 
Steephen ſhould take his departure from 
him ſo heavily , for he was carnall father; of 
this only ſonne, who had coſt him many tea- 
res and prayers ;and whom he looked vpon, 
as the itafte of his old age, his ſucceſſor and 


- Inheritour of all his meanes , the only prop 


and honour of his family , for his moſt fingu- 
lar parts and admirable qualities. But he 
conſidered not that this his ſonne was to ar- 
tive to far greater honour and renowne , and 
alſo to make all his familic more famous and 
noble , by entring into that houſe of God, 
and (clothing himſelf with a Religious 
weede 3 where being adorned with de- 
vine grace he ridd himſelf of the vanity 
of the world ; and of all the cares and 
a thoughts which it bringeth with 
it. His father thought ( as many fathers do) 
that if his ſonne centred into Religion , he 
ſhould looſe him , and refle&ed not that 
this was the way to gaine him , and make 
him more his owne. Hebelicued that if this 
pillar were taken from the world , that his 
tamilie, and all his race would come to de- 
cay ,and vnderſtood not that by this meanes 
it was ſetled vpon a ſure and ftrong foun- 
dation ; and that Ildefonſes was to vphold 
and perpetuate it, not by his fathers inheri- 
tance and rents, but by his prayers and me- 
its. Lucie the good mother vaderitood the 
matter better ; tor calling to mind that ſhe 
had obtained this ſonne by her prayers, 
and had offered him vp to our bleſſed La- 
dy from the wombe , ſhe had a icruple 
to divert him from his good courſe , and 
to take away from God , what ſhe had 
often proguſed and profered him. She wenr 
to the Monaſtcrie , ſpake with her ſonne, 
commended him for what he had don;prayed 
him to goe forwardand petrſcucre in the cour- 
{ſc he had begun; and gaue him the beſt docu- 
ments and aduiſes ſhe could , telling him that 
bis life was to be conformable With the babite 
Which he bad put on ,as Well to pleaſe owr lord 
Who had giuen him Jo hizh a calling , as to 


content and edifie the gcot Religions men , 
among ſt wlom he was to live and conuer- 
ſe. But above all ſhe coniured him to be parti- 
cularly deyoute and addifted to the feruice 
of the Queene of heaucn, and to bether pec- 
petuall chaplaine and client. Having giuen 
Inm this good counſell , ſhe tooke her legue 
of him with many and tender teares of joy 
and comfort, and returning home, perſwa=- 
ded her husvand to take in good part what 
their jonne had don , and to remember that 
they did not giae, but only reſtore him to 
God. Wherupon the father «1d acquieſce, and 
with a free and franck hare made a ſacrifice 
of his ſonne to God. What an ineſiuvable 
treaſure is a good mother! of what ſtrange 
force and power was that deuotion and holy 
feare of God, which was lodgedin good Lu- 
cies hart l how otten was ſhe in labour and 
trauell with Ildeftonſus both in tleſh and in 
ſpirit ! ſhe obtained him of God by her effica- 
cious prayers, ſhe offered and preſented him 
to our Lady to be her ſeruant and chaplaine, 
ſhe nouriſhed and brought him vp with inte» 
tion to haue him become a Saint , ſhe exhore 
ted and encouraged him to make him one. 
Infine ſhe denied herſelf, and willingly de- 
priuved herſelf of her owne content and fatife 
tation for to leaue him wholy to-God , who 
abundantly recompenſed hertor all her good 
ſeruice in this kind. | 
No ſooner bad Ildefonſus put on the ha- 
dite , but he began to ſhew what he was,and 
what a fingalar great fauour God had don 
to that conuent Agalienſe, by giving it ſuch a 
child and inhabitant. His obedience was mar- 
uelous, as was allo his integritie, prayer, mo- 
deſtic , affabiliry , pennance , contempt of the 
world, loue ot God , and continuall ſtudic 
of holy tcripture; In ſo much that all the Res» 
ligious looked ypon him , as one ſent vnto 
them from heauen, Aſter a litle while he was 
ordained deacon by Saint Helladius , Arch« 
biſhop of Toledo ( as himſclt writeth ) and 
ſ{oone after, the «Abbot Adcodatus being de- 
ccaſed , all the Religious vnanimoully agreed 
in the cleion of Saint Ildefonſus , as the moſt 
ht and capable to ſupply that place , and go« 
uern the houſe, He was conſtrained much a» 
gainſt his will , to accept the charge. And he 
performed it to Gods honour the aduancement 
of Religion, and edification and admiration 
of the «citic of Toledo. About this time his 
Parents dyed , and left him heire of al their 
wealth , of which he built a Monaſterie tor 
women of Saint Bencts order, in an inheri- 
tance called Debienſe. Whilſt he was imployed 
with the care and goucrament of his Monaitc= 
ric it fell out that St. Eugenius, Archbiſhop of 
Toledo departed this lite. He was the third 
of that name, and ſucceeded Saint Helladius, 
and (as ſome Authors do write) was ofkinne 
Ii to 
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— to Saint Ildefonſus, and the firſt matter, that 
23. taught him his boocke. King Reciſuinto,and 
TaNny-all the poeple arid clergie thought that in a!! 


AR%H 


the kingdo:ne there was not to be found a 
man ſo htt and worthie to be placed in this 
ſcate and high dignitic, as Iidefonſus. But he 
on the contraric heid back , and wept bit- 
terly and afflitt:d himſelf , that they would 
lay vpon his ſhoulde:is a heanie burden and 
charge, for the bearing wherof he ſaw him- 
ſeif to be fo feeble and weake. And theretore 
vied all mcanes and induſtrie for to refulc it, 


$ fcaring that he ſhould finke vader the weight, 


and be accountable to almightie God for ac- 
ccpting it. But there was no poſſible meanes 


for him to rcluſec it, and to refiſt the will of 


our Lord , who calied him to this dignity, He 
was forced then to accept ct the charge,and 
this bucaing taper , winch was hiddea in 
4 corner of the Monaſterie , was now tlct on 
the candleſtick ot the Church of Toledo , to 
diſplay the radiant beames of its ]1ight not on- 
ly through allthat city and Archbiſt op:ick, 
but through all Spaine , and even the. moſt 
remote parts of the world. He was circuml- 


pect in the feare of God, in compunttion re- | 
colle&ed, and ſerious in deuotion. His alne& | 


was graue With fweetnes , and tweete with 
Yrauity. His modeſty comooled thoſe that 
beheld him ; his patience .and meckenes ſoft- 
ned the cholcrick and ill tempered. His wi- 
ſedome was admirable, the quicknes of his 
wittlo exceilent , and his diſconrſe ſo elcgant 
and copious , that it ſeemed to be more then 
human, in regard wherot he was called Chry/o- 
ftome or mouth of 2014 But what ſhall | fay of his 
charity and libcrality to the poore ? there is 
at this day left a memorie of it 1n the Church 
of Tolcdo ; where dayly '1s given ſufficient 
toode to thirty poore poeple , twenty men, 
and ten women , by the inſtitution of this 
boly Prelate ; and the Prieſt cuery day, that 
faith Maſle at the high Altar,giacth his be. 
nedi&tion to tiicir mcate , before they tet dow- 
ne to cate it , which ispiaftiſed by the' Arch- 
biſtop himſelf, when he faith 'Maſle there, the 
more to countenance that charitable work, 
and celebrate the memorie of gaint Ildefonſus, 
who! did inſtitute it. | 
Yet although Saint Ildefonſus was admi- 
rable in all he did ,that wherin he appeared 
molt eminent, was the great deuotion which 
he had to our bleſſed Lady, which he had 
ſucked of his pious Mother together with her 
milk , and the maintaining of her virginall 
integrity. For in his time there came into 
Spaine from the Gaules or Gallia Gothica, 
ccrtaine hereticks who began moſt jmpuden- 
tly to vent their blaſphemie againſt the Mo- 
ther of God, and publickly to teach that ſh: 
was not alwaysa virgin, renewing Heluidius 
his hereſies,againſt whom Saint Ierome writ a 


— — 


moſt learned treatiſe, diſperſing by the light 
of truth the darknes and deceits of that wret- 
ched and doting heretick, In imitation of St, 
lerome our lldefonſus , who was worthily 
ſtiled the anchor of faith , tooke our bleſſed 
Ladys cauſe in hand , and couragioully cn- 
countred her enemies , and conuinced and 
hicenced them in publick diſpute, and droue 
them out of all Spaine , vindicating our Ladys 
honour ;and fo this tempeſt ceaſed, and Saint 
Ildetonſus came of viorious and triumphant, 
The Qgecn of Angells was 1o well pleaſed 
with this paines and zcale of her chaplaine, 
that ſhe would preſently gratihe him, 
and ſhew vs 1n how large a meaſure Almigh- 
tic God doth reward thoſe that do him any 
ſeruice ; though neuer ſo ſmall. Vpon the an- 
niucrſary day of Saint Leocadia , the Kin 

Reciſuinto with all his court ,and Saint Ilde- 
tonſus with his clergie came into the Church 
where ſhe lay buried , for to ſolemnize her 
teaſt. And as the holy Archbiſhop was vpon 
his knees in prayer before the Virgins tombe; 
the graue-ſtone of it ſelt flew vp ( which was 
lo great and heauie, that Cixila , Archbiſhop 
of Toledo , who writes this miracle , faith 
that thirty ſtrong and luſtic men could not 
lift it) and the ſtone being remoued, the holy 
Virgin and Martyr Leocadia came torth , wel 
nigh three hundred yearesafter ſhe had bin bu- 
ried there ,and taking the Archbiſhop by the 
hand,faid: 7/4efonſus,by thee the glorie of my La- 
ry liveth. All that were preſcat were aitoniſhed 
at this ſtrange and new kinde of miracle ;only 
Ilde{onfus was without teare; yea with much 
confidence , which , our Lord , who lent the 
Virgin for to honour him, had iirengthned and 
confirmed him with, ſaid vnto her; Glorious 
Virgin , and Yorthie to raigne With God in 
heauen , ſeeing that for him you did contemne 
and tooje your life. Happie is this city for that 
you Were born in it , and did conſecrate it by 
your death , and do now reioyce it With your 
preſenct. Caſt your eyes ,o Lady, vpon it, protef 
by your powerfull interceſſion your natine coun» 
trcy and fellow-ciiivens, and particularly be fa- 
uorable to our king , who with great demotion 
is come bither to jollemnixe your feaſt. After 
thele words the Virgin began to retire into 
her tombe : but Saint 11defonſus with a knite, 
which the king offered him , cut of apeecc 
of the vaile , which coucred her facred head, 
to the end there might be conſcrued a monu- 
ment of ſo famous a miracle, and all the city 
might receive comfort and ſuccour by that 
virginall and keaucnly treafere : The holy 
Prelatc had a ſingular ioy and conſolation in 
his ſoule for this miraculous viſice,and aſſured 
teſtimonie that the teruice he had don our 
blefſed Lady was molt grateful! and acceptablc 
vnto her. But the cuer plorious virgin , Mo- 


ther of God, was not content with this great 
tauout 


Saint {Idefonſus Bishop and Confeſſor. 


| ___ fayour towards herchaplaine and defender : (he 
——_ : 

»8 23 would ſhew him yet a greater , and not by 

LS 14xv- deputy, but herfelt in perſon would honou, 

1 4c, Jidcfonſus, and declare how kindly ſhe tack. 


129 
being repleniſhed with a moſt ſweet and fra mon 
grant odour. The clergie then coming 23. 
into the Church fonnd their Biſhop proſtrate I a w v« 
onthe ground, and reverencing that cel-ſtiall A KI, 


— A 


5 ww Li 


as” ' ww GB we aw TS Hr 


La 


Sg your =y 


+. *.. .. Ai. A. Oo. oj a, BY a a 


is labour and paines in defending her glo- 
rious virginity, For at the feaſt of the 4nnun- 
ciation of our Lady (which was very ſolemnly 
kept at Toledo , by a decree of the teath 


Councile of Toledo ,vpon the cightinth of 


december, againſt which feaſt Sainc Ildeton- 


ſus had prepared himlclf by faſting, watching | 


and long prayer ) as he was going to Matines; 
carrying with him the booke which he had 
made in detence of our Ladys virginity, 
and was now entring into the Church with 
a great traine of poeple , that followed him, 
they found the Church full of a moſt reſplen- 
dent and deuine light , the brightnes wher- 
of none of the companie being abletoabide, 
they were all conſtrained to retire back, and 
leaue the Biſhop alone in the Church ; for he 
having the eyes of his foule more pure aad 
cleane , was ncither dazled nor troubled with 
that miraculous light, bat placed himlelt be- 
fore the Altar, as his cuſtome was , to pray. 
And lifting vp his cyes, ſaw the bleſſed vir- 
gin attended vpon by innumerable quires of 
Angells, and heauenly virgins, ſeated in the 
chaire of the Preacher. Who can exprellc or 
conceiue the affte&ions and inward motions 
which this ſo vaexpe&ed a fight did raile in 
the hart of Ildefonſus? he was amazcd at the 
nouelty of it, confounded with a conſcience 
of his baſenes and little deſert. He trembled 


with reuerence of ſo ſoucraine a Maieity,was |} 


inriched with ſo great a treaſure, ouctioyed 
at ſo {ingular a fauour and his ſpirite itriuing 
with in 1tſelf did not know what to do, 
Whither he ſhould looke downe vpon himn- 
ſelf , or looke vp vpon our Lady , whither 
he ſhould retire and go back , or aduance and 
come nigher. Advance, bleſſed foule, aduance, 


caſt away all doubt , and feare not. Conſider 


that this virgin although ſhe be Mother of | 


God, is alſo Aduocate ot ſinners. She is guee- 
ne of angels, but for all that ſhe diſdaincth 
not gratiouſly to entertaine and diſcourſe with 


guilt, which hc hal recciued from ſuch a han4 

and was (o filled with a hcauenly and incom- 

parable ioy and confolation , that he could 
not, nor knew not what tolay. Andalthouzh 

he had eucr bin reſpe&ed by all for a Saiat, 

henceforth they looked vpon him as a citizen 

of heaven , in eſteeme and credit with God, 

and fanorite of his bleſſ:d Mother. Wherefore 

they were moſt exact and punttuall in obcy- 

ing-all his commanis and orders. They fol. 

lowed his counlell , profited by his dodtrine, 
admired his vertues, and in all things ſubmitted 
to his will. And in this manner did the holy 

Prelate goucrn his Church tor the ſpace of 
nine yeares and two months, with wonder- 
full example , and great profite of his flock, 
He dyed about the age of threeſcore ; on 
the three and twentith of Iauuary , the 
cightiath ycare compleat of the Raigne of 
Reciſuint. His bodie was buricd inthe Church 
of Saint Leocadia, at the feete of Saint Eu- 
genus his predeceſſor , and after in the def- 
truction of >paine,was remoued by the Chtifo 
tians to Zomora , where it is reucrenced with 
great deuotion by all the city : which recei- 
ueth many fauours from our Lord by his 
interceſſion. This holy door and Prelate writ 
many and moſt profitable works , in which 
though he ſheweth great witt and learning, 
yet his ſanfity ſhineth much moxe , and a 
tender affection, where with he ſpeaketh with 
God , and of God: eſpecially when he treateth 
of the {acrcd virgin, tor then he ſeemeth moſt 
to dilplay and ſpread abroad all the failes of 
his deuotion , and fſuffereth himſelf to be 
tranſported by the gale of that Spirit that 
guided him. The catalogue of his works is 
ict downe by St. Iulian Archbiſhop of Toledo 
in his life , and Cardinall Baronius and other 
Authors do write of him. Some difference 
there isin the computation of the time of his 
birth, and death, but all agree thathe was Arch- 


biſhop nine yeares and two months. 
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' THE LIFE OF SAINT TIMOTHEE 12%. 
Bishop and Martyr. ; 


men: and now ſhe is come from heauen to 
earth to honour you,to ſanific your Church , 
to make your city famous and noble , and 
rendef your memorie glorious and perpetuall. 
Our bleſſed Lady encouraged the Saint , and 
ſpoke thus vnto him : becauſe you hang con- 
ſerued your virginity , and with a pure hart, 
; Jeruent faith , and ſincere charity haue defended 
| mine, I yll honour you this day Yith a preſent, | ap 
| taken out of the treaſure of beauen : and with 
| my owne hands vill adorn you with a glorious 
veſtment,\ hich you shall wſe only on my feſtiuall 
9ays. And with this caſt betore him a veitment 
which ſhe had in her hands , and preſently 
the celeſtiall viſion diſappeared, the Church | 


a. HE lite of Saint Timothee , Diſ- 
(PN ciple of Saint Paul the Apoſtle, 
- SS] (@F& Biſhop of Epheſus , and Martyr 
| 3 of Icſus Chritt, is colle&ed out of 
& the Roman Breuiarie, and out ot 
Saint Ifidore , and Mctaphraſtes , in this' man- 
ner. Saint Timothee was born, in — 
All 
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and brought vp at Lyſtra. Eunice was his mo- 
ther and his grand mother Loifia, whom S.Paul 


Liny- Paketh mention of, asof women very deuoute 


ART, 


and vertuous. They were Iewes,and his father a 
gentile, St. Paul comming with S. Barnabee to 
Lyſtra (as1s re'ated inthe As of the Apoſtles) 
and having healed a lame man , and moued 
many by that miracle , among others that we- 
re converted, Timotkee was one, Whoſe Pa- 
rents received the efpeſtles in their houſe, 
and deliuercd vnto them their ſonne, a young 
man of ah exceilent witt, well diſpoſed to 
vertue , and of a ſweet nature ; defiring them 
toinſtruft anc traine him vp in a good courſe, 
Saint Paul tooke him in his comparie , and 
cheriſhed him as his child and molt deare dii- 
ciple, teaching him that doctrine , which be 
had learned 1n the third heaven , 2nd had him 
with bim in all his voyages and peregrinations 
as a woſt faithſull companion. And Timo- 
theee was moſt glad to beare him companie, 
and paſſed through all difficulties and dangers 
which they dayiy met with, with an inuin- 
cible courage , and A4pcſiclicall jpirit, without 
any regard or confideration oot his weakenes, 
and tender age.SoSt. Paul in his Epiſtles ca]leth 


him ſometimes Lzs brother other whites hzs 210/7 


geare jonne , ani faitiſull in our Lord, then, 
Goas eMirijter , ana bis Coalintor in the Go/- 

ell. And in ſome of his Epiſtles his falutation 
is: Paul and Timothee jeruants of Teſas Chriſt, 
as it thole Epiſtles came from them both, and 
not trom Saint Paul alone. Infine he ſaith of 
Timothee , that þe did the ſame work, of God 
as bimjclf did , and that no lodie was (o well 
wnited and linked vito him. Which is a great 
argument of the rare vertue and high worth 
ot this Saint, ſince that choſen veſiell of God, 
and organe of the holy Ghoſt , loued , eſtee- 
med, and prayſcd him ſo much. But although 
Timothee was ſuch an one , as Saint Paul 
paints him out , he became not therefore ca- 
relef{ or vaine, but more humble and modeſt. 


He mortified his flesh,, that his ſpirit might be | 


more vigorousand itrong;and notwithſtanding 
that he tuftered much by weaknesof ſtomach ; 


and other continuall infirmities , he drunk | 


water fo ſtriftly , that it was neceſlaric the 
e/ipolile bimſelf ſhould command him , to 
drink a little wine , as was conuenient for 
his health. He was not only the beloued diſ- 
ciple of Saint Paul, as one that bore him com- 
Panie in the greateſt part of his journeys, and 
ſerved him, viliting in bisname the Chriſtians. 
comiorting them by his yertuous example,and 
encouraging them by his preaching , but he 
was alio a deare child of our Lords fauorite, 
St lohn the Evangeliſt, who before he wasba- 
niſhed into the lle of Pathmos , lived at 
Epheſus, and goucrned all the Churches of 
Afia , and being ſent into baniſhment left in 
his place Saint Timothee Biſhop of Epheſus, 


whoſe ſan&ity was of great edification anda .._; 
fingular benefite to the whole Church of God. 24 
Although he lived not in that ſeate many I y 
ycares, for in a great feaſt that the Gentiles a x1, 


made , where in their maskerades they vſed 
barbatous crueitic towards men and women, 
that they met in the {treetes , ſinking them 
with certaine clubbs which they carried in 
their hands , and killed diverſe , thinking 
that by that ſacrifice they appealed their Gods: 
the holy Biſhop reprehended them for that 
profane and ſacrilegious madnes. Wherypon 
they being exceedingly incenſed againſt him 
threw at him whatloeuer they could lay hold 
of, and telling him downe and dragging him, 
left him for dead. The Chriſtians coming found 
him gaſping , and ſoone after he gaue vp his 
ſoule to God , and his bodie was Late at a 
place called Pion , with great feeling and 
deuotion of the faithfull : vntill Conſtantius, 
ſonne to Conſtantine the great , tranſlated 
bis holy Relicks into a Church, which he had 
built in honour of the Apoſtles; which Church 
the Emperour Iuſtinian afterwards enlarged, 
and made it yery ftately and ſumptuous. St, 
Ignatius in an Epiſtle which he writ to the 
Ephefians,faith: You hate conwerſed With Panl, 
%:b Tohn , and with the moſt faithſull Tim 
thee. And in an other Epiſtle to thoſe of Phj- 
ladelphia , faith that Timothes ought to be coun- 
ted amongſt the moſt bolte men , ho paſſed 
this life inwirginity and purity. He dyed vpon 
the foure and twentith of lanuary, on which 
day the holy Church celebrateth his feaſt ,in 
the yeare one hundred and nine, Traian þe- 
ing Empcrour., 
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THE CONVERSION OF SAINT = 
Paul the Apoſtle. 


£7 HE bleſſed Pope S. Gregorie faith 
Y "AN Sin his Dialogues, that it is a grea- 

2 ter miracle for God to give lf, t0's 
Y- /oule dead by fin,then toraiſe.a dead 
x bode from the grane. For in the on, 
flesh is raiſed , Which muſt dye againe ; and it 
the other , the (oule is raiſed, that is toliue eter- 
ally. And with great reaſon he affirmes that 
the conuerfion of Saint Paul was a greater mi 
racle , then vas the raiſing of Latarus , after 


| he had bin foure days dead and ſtinking in tht 


rawe. It 1s a great woik , and proper to the 
+" of God, to conuert a ſinner : and of a 
crow to make a douc , of a wolte a lambe,of 
a ſlave of Satan a child of God , and of onc 
condemned 
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condemned to eternall flames an inheritour of | lemne feaſt for the converſion of Saint Paul, au. 


m—#2;, beauen. Anditisſo great and marvelous , that | ſhedefireth to do the like ,and ioine her ivy 25; 
24 Kx1- it requireth the allmighty power of God to | with the joy of her ſiſter, and the gladnes of I a ve 
Lan effe& it : and his omnipotency appeareth wore | the earth with the reioycing of heaven. For a x1, 


A RL, 


herin , then in the creation of the world. For 
the ſupreme artificer created all things by his 
only will. And with ſaying Jett the /izht be 
made , it was preſently made , and there was 
found no oppoſition or reſiſtance to his com 
mand.But man having tree will, and being 
maſter of his will , and God alſo being deft- 


it being an infalllibe truth , what Chriſt our 
Lord faith by Saint Luke. That there is more 
reioycing in beauty at the conuerſfion of one ſin- 
ner , then for ninety nine Tuſt men Who 
haue mo ne:de of peunance : What ioy mu? we 
belicuc is made in heauen for the conuerfion 
of ſo great a ſinher, as was Saul ? who was 


t rous to conſerue his owne guitts, without ta» | ſo pertely conucrted to God by pennance, 
1 king away what he hath once giuen vs , he | that be became a mirrour of ſanctity , and a 
1 finds reſiſtance many times in inan , torender | huely piAure of Ieſus Chriſt? loy atriſcth 
i him ſuch as he ought to be , and bring him | from loue, There is always great gladnes,when 
L to follow the initin& of his boly will. But | we come to enioy that which we loue much; 
4 although in all conuctfionsof finners, Gods | aud little ioy, where there is ſmall loue. And 
$ infinite power and goodnes doth ſhew itlelt | God louing Saint Paul fo very much , as he- 
a and appeare, and therefore they yay iuſtly be | reafrer we ſhall fee, it is no maruell that 
d called miraculous , becauſe all the force and | heauen ſhould make fo great a teaft for his 
p, ſtreygth of nature can not conuert a ſinner, | copuerfion:for althoughit be true;confidering 
d and of a wicked man make himluſt and holy, | the affe&ion , with which God loucth + his 
d neverthelefle ſome eonuerſionsare much more | creatures, that he looketh on them all with 
h extraordinarie and fingular then others, wherin | an <quall love, for with God there is acithet 
k the powerfull arme of God is more perceptible, | more nor lefſe, encreaſe nor diminution z yet 
bt not only forthe power wherewith he worketh | in regard bf the effects, and of the guitts, 
c them, but alſo for the manner which he vieth, | which he diſtributech amovgſtthem, the loue 
L, Such was the conuerſion of Saint Paul, which | of God is not the ſame but greater or leſle,ac- 
- St. Gregorie faith wasmore miraculous, then | cordivg tothe meaſure of graces and favours 
j- was the Reſusreion of Lazarus, and as ſuch, | which he doth them. For as to loue is nothing 
N our holy Mother the Church doth celebrate | cls then to wiſh or will well , and that to 
d It with great ſolemnitie. Itis a ſtrange thing, | will in Godis to worke , therefore towhom 
1 that our Lord having conucrted fo many ard. | he' doth moſt good ; we fay that he Iouecth 
1 cat ſinners to pennance , whom he hath | moſt, and willeth beſt vnto them. And this 
q rawen forth out of the abyſle of fin arid | is the firſt reaſon, why the Church militant 
. darknes, wherin they were plunged 3 and | in conformity to the triumphant ,doth Keepe 
adorhed them with great merits , yet the | this feaſt; | rs: x 
Church ſhould not fo:mmite the day of the | The ſecond is, for the new and ſtrange 
Conuerfion of any one of them with fo great | manner of Saint Paulsconucrfion, whobeing 
{ a feaſt, as it keepes Saint Pauls : certainly be- | young ,and an Hebrew by birth , of noble 
| cauſe his conuerhon was ſo rare , ſo new, ſo .| bl ,of the tribe of Benjamin ,z Phariſec , 
| admirable , and fo profitable to the whole | and a citizen ot Rome, Diſciple of Gamalicl, 
Church. brought vp and inftruRted from a Child in all 
Let vs deelate the reafons of this ſolem- | the ceremories and rites of the old lay , and 
, nity, which the Church keepeth to day. Firſt | moſt zealous to haue them keptexadtly accor- 
"0 we muſt refle& and conſider, that the Church | ding to tte letter , and to honour God in 
[as Militant and the Church triumphant ' are | Moyſes, believing that our Lord was contrarie 


two fiſters , that are vnited by a ſtri& band 
of charity , though the one be in heaven , 
the other vpon carth ; the one in the ha- 
ven , the other on the fea, The militant 
fghteth and that of heauen triumpheth:the 
one taketh paines, the other is at quice and 
repoſe ; they aſſiſt cach other, and have their 


| Correſpondence and communication. The 


triumphant is in no neceſlity tor it ſelf , but 
for her members , which here below are of- 
ten fick and oppreſſed: the militant is always 
mn the battell, and fearing to be ouercome, 
demandeth ſuccour of her good fiſter , and 
endeauoures to imitate her. And becauſe ſhe 
knowcth that in heaucn there is kept a fo- 


| 


to him ,and not the truc Mcſſias, but an cn- 
chanter, and oppofite to Moyſes , and this 
falſe zele meeting with the feruour of his age, 
he reſolued with ſword and fire to make war 
apainſtIeſus Chriſtand all his adherents. This 
made him incite the lewes to ſtone Saint 
Steephen ; and that they might be the more 
readic and nimble for the execution, he himſelf 
vndertooke to gard their cloakes , thereby 
ſtoning him by the hands of all the reſt;and 
he conteſſeth #hat be did crwehy perſecute the 
Church of our Lord , with intention t0 raine 
and defirey it. Wherefore S. Luke faith of him, 
that be was breathing forth threates aud ſtaugh< 
ter againfs the diſciples of our Lord, Afts 9,” 
Kk Vpoly 
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— pon which words Saint Chryſoſtome wris 

25. teth : what doth be meane by this manner of 
Iany- ſpeech but to declare wnto vs that before that 
A Rt, time he bad don much miſchief ? What 


milchiefe? 1 acke you rather What miſchief 
he hand not don? be had filled Teru/alem With 

blood he bad putt the faithfull to death, afflifted 

tbe Church, perſecuted th: Apoſiles, ſtoned Saint 

Steepbcn, not ſpared man nor Woman ; for he 05 

not content to lead them to tribunalls , and 
accuſe them before the Judges z but ſearched ſor 

them in bonſes , and dreve them forth , and like 

a ſauage beaſt ſeixed on them. Sau! the- 

refore being in this great rage and furie, and 

perſeuering in his wicked intent, imbrued in 

the blood and death of Innocents , and not 
thinking ofany thing day andnight but how 

be might deſtroy and viterly vncoe them;gota 
commiſſion frem the high Preiſt, to apprehend 
and puniſh all Chiiſftans. But as he was going 
to Damaſcus to execute the ſame, God turned 

him and conuerted him to the knowlepge of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Other ſinners alterthey had offen- 
ded God , touched by his deuine hand came 
to be converted. Peter after he had denied 
our Lord ,acknowledged his fault, and wept. 
David after he had committed adulterie and 
murder , returned to himſelf againe , and re- 
pented. But Paul at the ſame time ,that with 
{o mach fury and rage he was perſecuting 
Chriſt, and procuring to {Fed the 'blood of 
his ſervants, and 1alc out of the world (if 
it wcie poſhble )the name of Chriſtian , was 
conuerted by our Lord. For arriving neere to 
the city of Damaicus , he was ſuddenly ſur- 
rounded with a ccleitiall ]1ght, and he heard 
2 loud voice like a terrible thunder , that ſaid 
vnto him: Saul, Saul , why doeſt thou perſecute 
me? and he even dead with teate anſwered. 
Who art thow Lord ? and it was anfwercd him: 
T om Teſus , whom thou doeſt perſecute, T'ts 
hard for thee to kick againſt the prick, And Saul 
trembling ſaid: Lord what wilt thou haue me 
Ao? Our Lord commanded him to riſe ,and 
80 into the city, and that there he ſhould be 


- told what he was to do. This was the man- 


ner, which God viſed to convert Saint Paul, 
for to conuert the city of Niniuve , God ſent 
lonas the Prophet. 'To 'conuert the poeple 
of Iſrael , he ſent Moyſes and other Pro- 

hets. And to conuert the whole world , 

e ſent firſt his only ſonne , abie& and 
poore ;and afterwards his 4poſtles,naked and 
deſpiſed. But to conuert Paul,our Lord cometh 
downe in perſon from the right hand of his 
father, glorious, and inueſted with light. He 
inlightncd Pauls hart with fo reſplendent 
and cfficacious rays of grace, that in an inſtant 
he diſcovered all the ſhadows, figures ,and the 
letter of the old Teſtament , without Chriſt, 
to be lefle then nothing , and that he only 1s 
the eternall venty , that giucth being to all 


| 


things , and who was repreſented by thoſe 


ſhadows and figures of the old law. And this 2f ;; 
light was ſo exceſſive that he was Rrucken 11Þ 34, 
blind therewith , and loſt the fight of all iÞ ,; 


worldly things. Our Lord faid to him : Sal, 
Saul , hy doeſt thou perſetute me ? he calleth 
ypon him twice, to giue him to vnderſtand 
that for him he came twice into the world; 
and thathe was 1n ſoprofound a ſlcepe , that 
for to awaken him , there was neede of the 
voice of Chriſt, which ſhould ſpeake not once 
but twice vnto him, Saul, Saul, why coef 
thou perſecute me ? I am mild and lowng, and 
neuer have offended thee , but always hauc 
cndeauoured to procure thy faluation.*I am 
thy cordiall and intimate frend,and deſire that 
thou ſhouldſt dwell in the center of my hart: 
why doeit thou perſecute .me ? twice have I 
come into the world for thee , once in fleſh 
paſſible and mortall, and now immoxrtall and 
glorious. I haue for thee ſhed teares , ſeat 
blood, and thou perſecuteſt me. ] haue cho- 
ſen thee for one of my captaines , and for a 
veſlell of ele&ion , and thou perſecuteſt me. 
For thee I haue had my hands nailed to a 
Croſle , and haue giuen my life, and would 

ive it often , were it requiſite ,and thou per- 
ecuteſt me. It is ſlrange to conſider, that all 
the wholelite of Jeſus Chriſt hath bin nothing 
but paines, laboujs, and perſecutions , and his 
ſacred Paſſion moſt full of inexplicable for- 
rows, affronts ,and torments , and yet neuer 
was he heard tocomplaine, or open his mouth 
for toſay;wheretore do you perſecute me ?we 
ſee him buffeted, ſpit vpon, ſ{courged.crowned 
with thoins , mocked , and eſteemed worſe 
then Barabbas : we fee him nailed to a 
peece of wood , his ſacred bodie bruiſed, and 
his delicate members ſtretched out , ſtreaming 
ſorth blood from thoſe deuinc fountaines;and 
yet neuer to cs And now with a 
Joud-ſounding and dreadtull voice he cricth 
out : $42 , Saul , Wherefore Jdoeſt thou perſecute 
me ? What meancth rhis ,o Lord ? how can 
Saul perſecute thee ? he that is but a little duſt 
can he perſecute thee that art the king of 
gloric? he being on earth ,and thou in - 
ven? but becauſe Saul did perſecute the meme 
bers of Chriſt , that were vponearth , Chriſt, 
as being our hcad, eſteemed the injuries don 
to this members,as done ynto himſelf. Andnot 
having complained of what his enemies had 
made him ſuffer in his proper and naturall 
bodie, now he complaines of that whichSaul 
maketh his myſticall bodie to endure , in ſo 
much that he faith not ( as Saint Auguſtine 
doth very well notc) why perſecuteſt thou my 
Jeruants or my members ? tut Why doeſs thou 
perſecute me?Whereby we may ſee the.ineſtima» 
ble loue wherewithour Lord doth lou vs,and 
ſtrive to giue him a return of our loue : and 
withall may vnderſtand with what care and 
aduiſcds 
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aduiſednes we areto liue and carry our ſelues, | eſteeme and value, and perpetuall commen- ____ 
of ,5 thatweconme notto offend our geighbours or | dation and publiſhing of deuine grace ? in a 25; 
LK 3, xy- frouble and greeue the ſeruants and members | word he was a ſummarie or a coileRion of all | x wv« 
iS ,, of leſus Chriſt ; becauſe when he tak<th vpon ſolide, heroicall , and ceeſtiall vertues, wherof a x 1, 
him to revenge it, he puniſheth with a hea- | each one conſidered a part doth make aſto- | 
vier hand that which is don againſt them | nied and amazed any human vnderſtanding, 
then what is don againſt himſclue. As ſoone as he was entred into, Damaſcus, 
A third reaſon , for which the Church | and by the hands of Ananias had recouered 
| keepeth ſo ſolemnly the conuerſion of Saint | his ſight ,and was now baptiſed and regene- 
| Paul, is the excellency and perfe&ion of all | rated in Chriſt, being repleniſhed with the 
- yertues, which our Lord communicated vnto | holic Ghoſt, he went into the Synagogues of 
| him at his .conuerfion. Other finners when | the Iewes, and preached to them leſus Chriſt, 
| they are conuerted, goe by degrees , by litle and confounded them , prouing by the Scrip- 
. and litle acknowledging and lamenting their | turesthat he was the Meſſias,and true ſonne of 
1 fins, and amending their lives , for to vnite | God,with that vigor and efficacie , that they 
t themſelues with God. They paſſe through | not being able to reſiſt his reaſons , and the 
'Y great difficulties to ouercome the euill and | ſpirit of God, which ſpoke in him , reſolued 
LA peruerſe habitsof their former life , and betake | to kill him. After he wentto Ieruſalem,whe- 
h themſelues truly to the ſeruice of our Lord. | re though the diſciples at firſt durſt not truſt 
4 But to Saint Paul our Lord feemeth to haue | him, tearing that fierce crueltie which he had 
t giuen in an inſtant the Key of his treaſures, | vſed towards them 3; yet after that Barnabee 
% of his guitts ,and of his loue. For that ſouc- | brought him vnto them , and they had vn- 
2 raine light , and vehement motion of de- | deritood of himiclf what had happened vnto 
. uinc grace did ſo tranſport and tranforme | him in his way to Damaſcus, and how God 
2 him , that in a moment he became of a per- | had conuerted him, they were fatisfied , and 
d ſecutor , a Preacher ; of a Lyon a lambe, and | withincredible ioy admitted him into theit ſ6- 
fo ofa wolfa ſhephard, and who before procured Cicty 3 and he with the ſame eagernics an 
ll to kill the Chriſtians, now defires to dye for | uigor, wherewith he had formerly perſectted 
g Chriſt withthat affe&ion and feruor, that no | Iefus Chriſt, yea withmuchgreater, preached 
lis kind of labour or afflition endured for Chriſt, | him to the lewes of Greece ; whoallo ſought 
bd could ſeem greeuous vnto him. Hungar, thirſt, | to make away with him. 
ar pouerty , nakednes , priſons , the ſword , and The conuerfion of Saint Paul was like- 
th death nt{clf, how euer horrible and cruell they | wife admirable , not only for thathe was caſt 
Ka can appeare , approached not to the meaſure | downe by God, enlightned ,and adorned with 
d of that deſire and thirſt which he had todye | fo many rare vertues ; but alſo becauſe he was 
le for his Lo1d , with whom he linked himfclfin | rapt into the third heauen, where with the 
jp ſo tri and faſt a band, that all the world | cyes of his ſoulc he diſcovered cleerly all that 
id could not ſeparate him, For whatſocucr may | our lord Teſus Chriſt had ſuffered and wrought 
w ſeem glorious and charming, was to kim as | vpon eatth ; and dived into the inward 
id dirt and filth, which istrampled vnder foote. | thoughts and moſt inflamed affefions of his 
. Who imitated Chriſt more then Saint Paul , | deuine hart. He had alſo a cleare view of 
th who is ſet before vs as an exawple ,and cx- | all that our Sauiour worketh in his cle, 
ite horts vs to inuitate him, becauſe he is a pertet | and in the Saints, as head of all creatures 
a zmitatour of Chriſt ? who followed Chriſt | both in heauen and on earth; whither Saint 
iſ crucified neerer then the ſame Saint Paul?who | Paul in body returned back that he might 
of faith that he was crucified with him vpon the | profite others, but his ſpirit and mind remai- 
_ Croſle, and that all his glorie was the Crofie | ned ſtill with Iefus Chriſt in heaven. And 
_ of Chiiſt , and that be knew nothing els but | therfore he ſaith : Our connerſation is in beauen: 
i} Chriſt crucified, that he carried in his bodie | and vy life is Chriſt, and 1 efeeme it a great 
_ the ſtigmata , or print and marks of his Lords | gaine to dye for bim. He was ſo transformed 
w_ wounds, in fine ,that all his ioy and triumph | into Chriſt that his ſoule , which is the forme 
od was to ſee himſelfin priſon, loaden with bolts | of his bodice, was not fo deate and neere vato 
ol and irons for him. Who were able; although | him as was Chriſt Ietus ; who gave life to 
_ he had the tongues of Angells , to declare | Pauls ſoule, and ſhined in his hart , was con- 
FA Saint Pauls vertues , and the great guifts, | tinually in his mouth , and appeared in his 
ine which our Lord beſtowed vpon him at his | eyes, and his conucrſation, 
_ converſion ? what a luely faith ? what an There is yet a forth reaſon 'why the 
"as aſſured hope ? what a burning charity ? pro- | Church Keepeth this feaſt of Saint Paul, the 
won lound humility ? perfe& prudence ?inuincible | ineftimable fruit which ſhe hath recewed 
nl patience ? what an inflamed zeale ot the fal- | from him ; not only becauſe he is the moſt 
wr” vation of foules ? how _ a knowlege of | perfe& modell and patterne of penitcnt: that 
pu” tis owne batcnes and nothing ? how highan | cuer was, but alſo tor the infaugable paines 
ſeds which 
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Ak, tions, and afflictions, as be endured; which 


hich he tooke to plant , water ,dilate, and 
propagate the Church through out the world, 
uch incredible labour , fweate, perſecu- 
appeareth by what the Apoſtle writcth of 
himſelf, and Saint Luke of him in the Ads. 
But eſpecially for that admirable and deuine 
Philoſophic , which he taught the Church, 
and will be teaching and inſtructing itto the 
worlds end. For without doubt whoſozuer 
reads his epiſties , will find in them ſuch ex- 
cellent dofrine with fo elevated a ſpirit, and 
ſuperiour to all others , that the voice of 
Paul ſcemeth not to be the voice of a man, 
but of an «Angell or Scraphin : for as a de- 
vine Quiriſter , aboue the plainſong of the 
Evangeliſts he ſends forth a <ounterprint of 
that muſick and harmonic, which ſjuſpendeth 
with maruelous delight pure and well difpo- 
ſed ſoules , and maketh them reliſh the fwe- 
ctnes of heavenly myſteries. In them are dif- 


couered ynto vs the infinite riches of the | 


goodnes of the eternall Father , who by the 
Incarnation of his ſonne hath delivered and 
honoured vs, and raiſed vs from death to lite, 
by his benignity and fweetnes, not for our 
iuſtice, but ſor lus owne pure mercy, by which 


he would ſauc vs. In them is ſeene the great- | 


ncsof Chrifts charity towards man, who dyed 
for finners , and for his enemies ; giuing vs 
confidence, that fince God hath giuen vs his 
ſonne, there is nothing that he can 1cfuſe to 

ine vs tor the merits of him who is our 
Aduocate,our propitiation,cur highPreiſt, our 
wiſdome , our iuſtice , our {anQification, and 
our Redemption. In them he ſheweth aud 
declareth vnto vs, that our fins weie the exe- 
cutioners,whichplaccd the ſonne of God ypon 
the Croſle , and that thoſe who do commit 
ſin (as tar as in them lyeth) do crucife him 
againe, And hence he exhorteth vs to hauc a 
horror and deteſtation of our fins , and to 
mortifie our fleſh,that we may in ſome ſort be 
conformable to him who for our redemption 
yeelded vp his flesh to be crucified. But it is 
ro narucll , that he , who was the choſen 
yeſſclt of our Lord, and was rapt into the 
third heaven , and there heard ſo myſterious 
and ſecrete words , that no human tongue 
can declare them , ſtould diſcourſe fo ſubli- 
mely of the myſteries ,- which there he ſaw 
and comprehended. That which is moſt to 
be admired , 1s to fee him come downe from 
keauen ; and to betake himſelf to the office of 
a laborer to til] the field of the Church; and 
to become now an Archite@ to build it,then 
a Phyſitian to cure it , a ſouldiar to defend it, 
a doctor to inſtruft it, a father and mother 
to bread ſpirituall children , and 4 nurſe to 
bring them vp ,and feed them at her breaſts. 
Sometimes a ſevere iudge to reprehend and 
chaltile, then againe a teader-harted mother 


The Conuerfion of -Saint Paul. 


to foſter, cheriſh and comfort them. There 
is no ate or condition in the Church ,which 


aduiſcs and inſtruftion.ſor he declares vnto ve, 
what the miniſters of the Church ought to be, 
the vertues which are to ſhinc in Prelats,and 
the account which God will exaft for euery 
particularly ſheep committed to their charge, 
He teacheth what Princes are to do towards 
their ſubie&s, and vaſlalls towards their Prin« 


| ces. The duty of, Parents towards their chil- 
| dren ,and of children towards their Parents, 


How maſters are to Carrie themſelues towards 
their ſcruants , and ſeruants towards their 
maſters, Lords towards their flaues, and ſlaues 
towards their Lords. How married poeple 
are to behave themſclues virgins, widowes, 


| young,, old ,rich and poore. In fine there js 


no man nor woman ,that may not drink of 
this vniverſall, and all abounding fountaine 
of Saint Pauls deuine dofrine, Therefore 
with good reaſon doth the holy Church in 
| this days prayer fay that God fawght the whole 
»o0rld ly Saint Paul ,and calleth him Poor 
. of Gentiles, and by excellency ; the Apoſile. For 
amongſt all the Apoſtles he laboured moſt, 
endurcd moſt, ahd more profit came of hig 
qu, and of the fourteen epiſtles which 
e wrote, For as Saint Cytill Patriark of 
Hierufalem ſaith; God wowld hae bim to write 
more epiſtles then all the other eApoſties, becau(e 
his teſlimonie was irreprochable and could not te 
reproued,as one that had bin an enemie and per- 
fſecutor of the Church tor theſe reaſons we iuſtly 
ought to kcepe the feaſt of his conuerſion 
more then ot any. ozher Saint , and the 
| Church dath celebrate it on the day it hap- 
pened, which was the fine and twentith of 
lanuary, in the yeare of our Lord thirty fix 
and the ſecond aſter his glorious eAſcenlion, 
as Cardinal! Baronius doth proue and Vſuar- 
dus. And the ſame Baronius faith that inthe 
| place where this converſion was made, there 
is to this day a Church , in memorie of it, 
which is neere to the city of Damaſcus. For 
which he citeth Saint Auguſtine in his foure 
and thirtith ſermon. Saint Gregorie writing 
ypon the books of kings ,and declaring thoſe 
words. 15 it poſſible that Saul sbould be among 
the Prophets ?laith that it may as vell be ſaid: 
is at poſſible that Saul Jhould be reckoned a- 
amongſt the Apoſtle? and that the connerſion of 
Saint Paul is as it ere a prouerb for a fin- 
ner. And he addeth : Who/oener sbal beare of 
the conuerſion of Saint Paul though be be hos 
den with fins ,let him not deſpaire of obtaining 
pardon: fur be that be did (o fariouſly thirſt after 
the blood of the diſciples of our Lord, and perſe* 
e;ed them, and kept the cloakes of thoſe that 
perſecuted Saint Steephen , aſter his conuerfion 
Was made Prince of the Church. To the endthat 


a ſinner in Heede of deſpairing , come town): 
| 


findeth not in Saint Pauls epiſtles its particular I, 
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| _- fland that he may not only baue his fins par- | 
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f who was then Chriſts vicar vpor-earth. Be- __—. 
_ —” doned him , but alſo obtaine the crovne , if be | ing arrived at Rome , he did his reucrence to 25. 
25, 4 xv fight vigorouſly , aud imitate Saint Paul. Thus |} the Pope , and propoſed and conferred his [a x v« 
\xrll gy much Saint Gregorlc. That rhe ſinner may | doubts and difficultics with him , and what an; 
ans take courage , and the Juſt deſpiſe not a | he had learnt of his Maſter Saint Iohn; and 
finner. For he knoweth not bur that he may | other diſciples ot our Lord. And finding 
fall from his iuſtice , and the ſinner be raiſed | that the hereticks Yalentinus and Marcioa 
to be a great Saint. Neither ought any man | did ſpread their perverſe and Jiabolicall doc- 
by this to miraculous .conuerhon of Saint | trinc at Rome, Saint Polycarp began topreach 
Paul take occaſion to perieuer iu his bad | and exhort all the faithtull tobcwarc ofthem 
courſe , vpoa preſumption that God will | as of venimous ſerpents , and enemies. of 
conuert him at laſt , and ſhew him mercy; as |. Chriſt : and that they ſhould belicuc afſuredly 
he did to Saint Paul. For theſe are extracoidi- | that what he preached to them was the dodri- 
naric guifts of God: For the ordinary courſe | ne of the Apofttles ;and of our Saviour, who 
:c Lie il, andaye ſo: And many perſiſting, in | had taught it him by his diſciples, froni whoſe 
their cuill ways ,expe&ing their conuerton, | fortaines he had drawen it. And the more 
find their condemnation, Let vs all beg of | to moue them toabhorre hereticks , and flie 
our Lord to giue vs light and ſtrength tor to their conuerſation, he related to them how 
know and loue his goodaes, and imitate this | Saint Iohn, his maſtet , going in companie 
lorious Apoſtle , caſting our ſelues at his of many of his diſciples to the baths , where 
Pike . and ſaying with hart ,'tongue , and | Cerinthus the heretick was waſbing himſcl, 
works. Lord What Wilt thou that I do? taking | the holy Apoſtle faid to them : Jert ws waks 
for the rule and leuell of our lives his moit | baſi to go from hence ,leaſt theſe baths fall dow- 
holy will. Be be pleaſed to grant it vs by the | ne, aud owerwhbelme ws in the ruines, for Cerins 
interceſſion and merits of this glotious Apo- | thus the ehemie of truth ir here. And theſame 
fe. Amen; | Polycarp walking in Rome , and meeting 
| Marcion the heretick , turned away his face, 
| te ie . . .. | and declined his compaine; which Marcion 
Ce EET ELSE PI EET meviping, ths - 1g heretick came 
” I TY y. LL T4.L | | vp to-him, and asked it he knew him not. 
/ razr X 2A Yes ( faith Saint Polycarp) 7 kaow thee wery 
' ED Oar | vol. Ard vo am1? faith Cerinthus , Saint 
F LILLE | Polycarp anſwered : thou art the firſb begottiw 
| | _ of _ denil. = giue vs to vnderſtand 
7 Tr 7 116 4 A @ | that although all fianers are by imitation 
DO. THE LIF E - _— POLICARP children of | wh as the iuſt are fonacs of 
© Þ Bishop a artyr. God , yet the heretick is the chief and firſt 
y s begotten child:, and hath moſt right to inhe» 
f T | rite , becauſe of all he doth imitate him the 
a, HE life and Martyrdome of Saint | moſt , loucth him beſt, and doth chiefly pro= 
, ff Y PNS Polycarp, Biſhop of ſmyzna,ista- | mote and aduance his intereſt and affaircs.St. 
4 = 2-282 ken out of the writings of Saint | Polycarp by his holy do&rine and example 
3 FH AQ Lreneus Biſhop of Lyonsand Eu- | converted at Rome many hereticks to the 
b LI We ſebips his hiſtorie , and Saint Te- | holy faith; and then returned to Smyrna to 
's rome in his boock of Ecclcfiaſticall writers, | feede his flock anddefend it from the wolues, 
: and the clergie of ſmyrna, preſent at his glo- like a good and watchtull Paſtor. Whilſt he 
,” rious death. Saint Polycarp was a perfon of | refided at Smyrna there paſſed by the invin- 
g preat ſanity , eminent for learning , and of | cible Martyr of leſus Chriſt, Saint Ignatius, 
lc an excellent wit, He was acquainted with | as he was led priſonet to Rome ; there to be 
f diverſe of our Lords diſciples, and conucried | deuourcd by lyons acording to the ſentence 
b; familiarly with them , but particularly with of judgement paſfcd againſt him. Saint Poly= 
#7 Saint Iobn ,the beloued difciple', and Euan- | carp recciued him with all Joue and kindnes, 
of geliſt ,who was father and chief Ruler of | bearing him a holy Kind of enuie for that 
ow all- the Churches of Aſia , and with his | he went to dye before him for «the faith of 
of owne hands ordained Polycarp Biſhop: of | Chriſt, and by that lively example of Saint 
ſl Smyrna, as a man warthie of that dignity. | Ignatius encouraged all the faithfull there 
" Whilſt Polycarp gouerned his Church, there | preſent to ſuffer the moſt they could for the 
- aroſe great queſtions and difficulties among | loue of our Lord: Saint Ignatius after his de« 
ſe the Chriſtians about the time of celebrating | paxture from Smyrna write an admirable let- 
a caſter. And to be fully fatisficd therin, he re | ter to Saint Polycarp, giving him an account 
_- folued to goe in perſon to Rome , to con- of his voyage , and recommending himfelfto 
- krie his doubts with Saint Anicctus. Pope, | his prayers, 
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Saint Polycarp Bishop and Martyr. 


and Lucius Verus being Empcrours , was rai- 


which was very ſbarp and terrible : for the 
Preſidents and Imperiail miniſters did put to 
moſt cruell torwents all the Chriſtians they 
could lay bands on ; and be was eſteemed the 
beſt Ivdge that ſpilt moſt Chriſtian blood, 
There was ſcarce any other diicourte in citys, 
townes , and villages tut cf mit rigorous 
and exquiſite torments, and new ways Con- 
trived for io vexe and atfit in moſt barba- 
rous 'ianner the Chriſtians. This turious ſtor- 
me fell alſo vpon Aha and the City of Smyrna, 
The holy Biſhop Polycarp watched conti- 
tvally ouer his fluck. he comtorted the afflified, 
encouraged the taint harted , ſuccou red the 
needie,and aſſiſted all in what he could, and in 
that horrible tempeſt kept a fetled and afſured 
mind, fixed vpon God , whom he beſceched 
inceſſantly to take pitty of his Church , and 

either put an end to that tribulation , or to 

give ſtrength and courage to endure it. The 

enemics of God vnderſtood tullwell that Po- 

lycarp did chiefly oppoſe their defignes, that 

he was the Maſter of all the Chriſtians of 
Aſia , and pillar ot the Religion; and beheving 


that if he fell, the whole edifice, which was ? 


ſupported by him, wouldalſo fink,they fought 
for him to put him to death. And he nothing 
at all troubled at it, never altered his courſe, 
but continued to cxerciſe* his tanftion with 
the ſame alacritie as before. Yet the charity 
and prayers of the Chiiſtians importuning 
him to quitt the city prevailed at length io 
much vpon him ,that tor their ſatisiaftion he 
retired into a houſe in the countrey , and 
lay hid ſome few days , making continuall 
and feruent praycr to our lord for the peace of 
the Church. Three days before he was taken, 
he had a revelation from God in his fleepe, 
concerning his future Martyrdome. He drea- 
med that the bolſter, on which his head re- 
poſed, was all in a burning flame, and yn. 
derftanding what that figne ſignified , he pre- 
ſently with great 10y acquainted his frends, 
faying. Be aſiured , my bretheren , that f shall 
te burnt 'aline , and that Within 4 jew days. 
Pratjed and glorified be for euer my mo## Wſeete 
tord Teſus Chriſt ho will vouchſafe me the crovne 
of eMartyrdome. But although the Saint with 
a Cheerfull mind and Eountenance expected 
death , yet the Chriſtians that were preſent, 
enforced him , whither he would or no, to 
change from one houſe to another. , for to 
keepge him as long as they could , amongſt 
them. At the end ot three days the purſuuants 
found kim out by the meanes of two children 
whom they light vpon in the ſtrectes, and 
enforced the one of them by beating to dil- 
couer where he lay. Tl.cy entred the houſe 
w here Polycarp Was, Who although Le could 


At this time Marcus Aurelins Antoninus | 
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eaſily have eſcaped them , would not , but 
liftirg vp his eyes to heaven ſaid Lord , thy , 
Wil be don in al] He came downe theſtaires 
for to recezue and meete his enewies , and 
commanded dinner to be made readie for them, 
and with. a quiet and fſcrene countenance 


deſired them to cate , and in the meane while 
to giue him an houres time to recolle& and re. 


commend himſelf to God. They eate and he 
prayed , and fed on that food of life , which 
was to fortifie him in his torments and in 
death it ſelfe. The wicked officers were ſo ſtruc« 
ken with the venerable aſe ot Polycarp, 
the ſweetnes of his words, the courteſie and 
ciull] treatment which he. made them , the 
alacrity and content which he ſhewed , that 
they were cuen ſoriie that they ever came , 
ahd faid to one. the other 5s 1 poſſible that 
for this enerable vid man there 1hould be fo 
much fearch and inquiry made ? ſo many ſoul- 
drars and ſpyes employed to catch bim ? ſa 
many ſnares layed to entrap and ruine him? 
But in fine to comply with their orders, 
they tooke bim , and led him ypon an afle 
towards the City. By the way they met with 
the iuſtice of peace called Herode , atid his 
father Nicetas, men of great auftority , who 
tooke Polycarp into their coach , and began 
to per{wade him, that ſceing he had not now 
the forces and courage of youth to endurc 
torments, and bis white hayres were not able 
to conteſt with the magiſtrates , he ſhould 
haue conſideration of himſclf, and pafſc oucr 
the remnant of his days in reſt and quiet,by 
being obedient to the Emperours. And that 
they iaid this vnto him as frends for the louc 
they bore him. The Saint held kis peace, ac- 
cording to the prouerb : wato foolssh take 
ſhop thy eares ; but when they went forward, 
and vied many words to the ſame purpole, 
he anſwered them : gentlemen , do not loa 
Jour time. For Þ will never dy What you aduiſe 
me wvnto. Then they grew angrie at Polycarp, 
and with injurious words thruſt him headlong 
out of the coach , with tuch violence, as they 
wounded pitifully his leg in falling.But he ma- 
de no account therof , but went on merrily to 
the conflit. They brought him before the Pro- 
confull, who was fitting vpon the theater, but 
before he was brought in , he heard a voice 
frem heauen, that ipoke vnto him be of good 
cournge , Polycarp , and carrie on waliantly ihe 
work, of God. Many Chriſtians heard this voi« 
ce , but ſaw not him that ſpoke it, With 
this was our Lord pleaſed to arme his 
ſouldiar againſt the furious clamours giuen 
out by the poeple againſt him.The Froconſull 
asked him ii he were Polycarp the Biſhop;and 
he anlwered yea, 1 am Polycarp, He aduiſed 
him to (weaze by the fortune of 'the Empe- 
rou1s, and to blaſphe me Chriſt , whetto he 
aniwercd with great anftority and —_ 
es HS: cls 
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© theſe words worthie of Polycarp :it it n0W fa- nlour Teſus Chriſt , by rhom we haue knowett momnng 
y wreſcore and fax geares that T haue ſerued leſus | thee, and Who off ered bimlelf for vs pon the 26; 


J 

sf ; | R = Chriſt and in all this timehe neuer 11d me any | Crofſe ; and ty him F do offer my (elf to thee in 1 a vs 
ay AT harme, but on the contrarie I baue receiued from | confeſſi»n of his boly faith , to thy braiſe*, and AaKkls 
, his hands many- ſpeciall fauours. And will you | to thy eternal glorie.f Tins thee infinite thanks 
« haue me blaſpheme him who hath don me ſo | that thou haſt vuc)ſated ts place? me in the 
o much good , who bath created me, and conſerned | number of thy bappie Maityrs, ani to make me 
4 my life and being ; shall T shew my ſelf :hus wn- | partaker of the chalice and Paſſion of my 2004 
e gratefull to ſo good 4 Lord ? But the Iudge | Lord. 7 praiſe thee , and Ueſie thee with thy 
h continnuing {till to vrge him , he anſwered | ozly /onne , who is the ſowerdine and eternall 
" reſolutely. Perchance you meane to prove merf F | high Prieſt , andliueth eloriets ith thee and the 
'. am a Chriſtian. T do freely confeſs: that IT am ſo. | holy Ghoſt for ener. Scarce had he ended this 
| And if you deſire to know What 1s compreben- | prayer ſo full of affection, and adied Aer; 
F Hed under the name of a Chriſtian , appoint | when the hangman put fire tothe wood pre- 
© a day , and I Yill explicate it fully wnto you. | pared, and ſtraight it tvoke, Butthat we may 
t To which the Proconlull replyed. What you | ſee that all creatures obey their Creator, the 
; Will (ay to me, ſpeake bere before the poeple.And | fire did ncither burn nor touch the Saint , 
fb Polycarp told him. Unto you F sball moſt Yil- | but hung ouer him like an arch or vault . 
Þ lingly giue a reaſon of Yhat you require , becauſe | or like the faile of a ſhip filled with a 
K we Chriſtians are bound to bonour eMaziſirats, | good wind ; and his bodie appeared not like 
a and to obey them in all that they command , ſo | burnt flesh , but like ſhining gold in the Chry- 
2 far forth as it may ſtand With the lay of God. | ſoble , and (for the greater miracle) the very 
But this poeple is a beaſt of many beads ,and | flames ſent forth a moit ſweet odor ,as if it 
- not capable nor diſpoſed to heare deuin? myſte= |. were of incenſe orſome other perfume. when 
"1 ries. Take heed , faith the Proconſul, for F | the officers ſaw that they could not make an 
$ bl haue thee torn in peeces by Wild beaſts , or | end of hica by fire , they tell to the (word, and 
” burn thee alive. The Saint anſwered : F | would not pardon whatthe flames had ſpared, 
1 feare not this corporall fire , Which kzlleth the | fo paſſed a ſword through his bodie, and there 
7 todie, and is conſumed in a moment, 1 dread | iſſued out {o great a quantity of blood , 
: that fire vhich laſteth for ewer, and is nowrisbed | that it quenched the tire ; and his glori- 
> with the death of thoſe that live in it. Do | ous foule aſcended flying vp to heauen 
1 08 think, to daunt me With your threats. | to take poſſeſſion of eternall glorie. There 
A Call for the beaſts , kindle the fire, Loe bere F | ſuffered with him twelue more , who had bin 
, am. He ſpoke this with ſo cheertull a coun- brought thither from Philadelphia.The Chri- 
t tenance, ſtewing ſo much readines and defire | ſtians defired much to have his bodie for to 
. to endure all ſorts of torments ,that the Pro- | honour it with due reuerence. But the*Iewes 
, conſull , though incenfed againſt him , was | made ſuch on vproate that the Prefident 
, ſtrangely aſtoniſhed;Ar laſt he commanded the | commanded it to be burnt, andthe Chriſtians 
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crier to proclame aloud that Palycarp bad 
profeſied bimſel{ to be a Chriſitan. Then did 
all the pocple , which were ewes, gentils , 
and hereticks give an infinite cry , ſaying : 
this is be that deſiroyeth our Gods ; this is the 
maſterof the magitians and Chriſtians. Let him 
aye , and be lnrzt alive. And preſently began 
to fetch wood, and kindle a great fire, And the 
good old man , fſecing the preparations 
which they , made put of his owne apparel! 
and his ſtooes. They would haue faſtned 
him to a poſt that he might not ſtirr when 
the fire ſhould come about him. But he ſaid 


to them : do not tye me , for 1 confide that that | 


Lord , who gimeth me courage to Juffer the tor- 
ment of fire , will alſo gine me ſtrength to abide 
init althouzh I be not tyed. They contented 
themſclues then with only binding his hands 
behind him , and ſo thrult him into the fire. 
And the Saint offering himſelf as a holocauſt 
tO our Loxd prayed in this manner. Receime 
0 eternall Father , for an atceptable ſacrifice 
#be life which thou gauelt me. Thow art Lord 
of the Whole world , thop art {atber of my Sa* | 


grm_ vp his holy bones , andplaced them 
:onorably , as was conuenient for the Reli- 
ques of ſo great a Prelate and couragious 
Martyr. And kept cuery yeare aſolemne feaſt 
in memorie of his Martyrdome on the day 
that it happened: that Ve may come to imitate 
his boly life , and glorious death, and follow the 
foot ifeps of thoſe , who haue regenerated ws in 
Chriſt, as the Church of Smyrna , and cler- 
gic there preſent at his Martyrdome do write 
in an epiltle , that was vicd to be read pu+ 
blikly in Churches according to Saint Gregory 
of Toures. | 
Saint Polycatp writ an epiftle to the Phi- 
lippians,which , faith Saint Terome, was alſo 
publickty read to all the faithfull in the 
Church; wherin he doth much recommend 
vnto them to be well groundedin faith, hope 


and charity ;and particularly to sh#n auarice, 
remembring that ts is the roote of all enills, 
and that as we came naked into the world, fo ' 


are we to goe out againe naked. Then doth he 
aduiſe them to teach their children tobe ſubie 
and obedient to Prieſts , as ts God: and giveth 
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them other admirable and devine documents, | 
diſcourſing of every late and condition, and 
ſewing each one his dutic in his particular 
calling. Suidas faith that he writ an other 
epiſtle toSt. Denis Areopagita , wFich now is 
not extant. Saint Polycarps diſcipics were St. 
Trer zus BifFop of I yons , and Mantyr ; An- 
dochius Prieſt , Thy:ſus deacon and Felix. 
Theſe three he ſent into France, where they 


were made worthie ofthe crowne of Marty1- 


dome. Benignus was alſo his Giſciple , who 
likewiſe being ſent by his maſter into France 
yeeldgd his lite for Chriſt at Diion , in the 
dutchie of Burgundie. The Church celebra- 
teth the tcait of Saint Polycarp the day of his 
death.t he twentith fix of Ianuary,in the yeare 
of our Lord one hundred threeſcore and c1ght 
according to Onufrius,but according to Baro- 
nius one hundred ſeauenty nine. And the me- 
morie ot his Martyrdome was ſo famous that 
anciently they were wont to read it in the 
Churches as writeth S.Gregorie of Tours, and 
Baronuus relateth, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT WOHN 
Chryſoſtome Bishop and Doctor. 


great eloquence 1s ſurnamed Chry/ofto- 

; me, that is to ſay gulden mouth , was 
born at eAntioche of noble blood. His fathers 
name was ſccundus, who was captaine Ges 
nerall and very wealthy , and his mother 
Anthuſa. They were gentiles , when Chry- 
ſoſtome was born; they brought him vp with 
orcat Cate from his infancy, and prouided him 
with an excellent Maſter to teach him lear- 
ning , wherin he appeared to be of a moſt 
quick apprehenſion and ſharp wit , with ſo 
much modeſtic and reieruednes , that he de- 
lighted not 1n triviall ſports and meaner re- 
creations of youth, but was always very graue 
and retired. Meletius was at that time Biſhop 
of Anticche, a holy man , who defired much 
to gaine Chryſoſtome vnto Chriſt ,and con- 
ucrt him to our holy taith; for by his great 
parts he conceiued that he was like to proue 
a brave captaine and devine Preacher ofour 
Lord. Chryſtoltome became a Chriſtian, and 
by his mcencs, his parents alſo. He profited 
dayly vety much in his ſtudies, and gaue many 
pioofes as well of his vertue as of wit. Ke 
wasſuch an cncmic to oftentation and vanity, 


] +: bleſſed Saint Tohn , who for his 


Saint Polycarp Bishop and Martyr. 


that he would not goe to ſchoole with the 
attendance of many ſeruants, asdid the other 


father looked vpon as a dihonour to him, 
and reprehendcd his fonne for it, yet could 
neuer pre vaile with him , nor bring him of 
frem his pious reſolution. For to appeaſe his 
fatter, he told him that he should call to mind 
that the three Helrey youths, Nko areJorenoy« 
ned in ſucred rut, ty their modeſiie and great 
temperance arrined to lo much perfeion , and 
obtained ſo great fouour With Gor that ener 
the fire coulda not annoy them. He added wi- 
thal , that jeeing cAlmighty God doth ſo lowe and 
eſteeme bumility and modeſiie , that he exalts 
the humble , and atajeth the proud , Chriſtians 
haue no reaſon to blame bim , if , as being 4 
Chriſtinn , he obeyeth Jeſus Chiiſt , in done 
What 1s pleaſing to him , aud shunzing What be 
ablorreth. With this diſgourſe he ſatisfied his 
patents; and yet to condeſcend ſome thing 
to their wall, he was content that one lackey 
ſhould waite vpon him to {choole.Soone after 


| this his tather died, and left him alone with 


his mother. And hee conſidering the many 
troubles that widowhead is fubie& vnto, the 
dangers ſhe was in, for being yet but young, 
.and that her ſonns tender age could afford 
her litle aſſiſtance; notwithſtanding putting 
her truſt and confidence ih God , reſolued to 
remainc a Widow , and marrie no tore , but 
palle the reſt of her days with her ſonne, 
whem ſhe intended to bring vp with all 
poſſible care , that he migkt be the honout 
of the family, and ſtaffe of her old age, There- 
fore when he had paſſed ouer grammar , Rhe- 
torick, logick,Philoſophy, and Mathematick 
by the condu of the choiceſt Maſters then 
living, Libaniusand Andragarius, ſhe ſent him 
to the vnjuerſity of eAthenes to perfect himſelf 
amongſt thoſe perſons of greatcſt knowlege, 
and become an ornament ot his parentage, 
and the glorie of his city. Chryſoſtome pre- 
lently began to. ſhine with rare examples of 
modeſtie , and fame of wiſdome not only in 
Athenes , but through all Greece : his name 
was renowned and much ſpoken ofby all Phi- 
loſophers and learned men of that time , in 
lo bigh a degree , that the Reor of the vni- 
verfity being to make a publick oration, to 
which he invited all the vrators and famous 
wen of Athenes , and amongft them, Chry- 
loſtome , for honours fake fent his coach 
to bring him. But he refuſed that courteſie, 
laying that coaches Yere for thoſe that are either 
infirme or nice , aud that be Yas in good health, 
and refired to shun nicenes. And when he @ 
me to the theater, where the Audutorie was 
leated, every one roſe vp ,to do him honout 
and gaue him the firſt place with many other 


priuile ges , which they vſed to grant to per 
| {ons of eminent learnivg. Amongſt other men 


ichollars of his quality and ranck: which his 31,8 
Anz 
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mius, 4 famous orator , who being tickled 
with cnuic, ſhewcd a great diſlike ot the ho- 
nour don to Chryſoſtore, ſaying that he was 
tut aycung man, a ranger,a Chriſtian, and an 
enemie of their Religion, and proceeded fo far 
as even publikly to taxe the ReQor , who 
excufcd himſelf thus, that to a man Jo well 
born, as Chryſoſtome was, ſo adorned with lear- 
ning and eloquence , and Yithall ſo modeſt, that 
he was far from ambition , and Shunned honor 
he could not shev ſo much honour and reſpe#t tut 
that be deſerued more. For hononr is like the 
chadow of the bodie , which fiyeth thoſe that run 
after it , and followeth thoſe that fly it. But 
Chryſoſtome hearing what Attemius bad faid, 
very mildly and ciwilly told him , that the 
ambitious aſpiring to honour was, vnworthie of 
a Philoſopher , and that in ſteede of bringing any 
profit,it proneth always preiudicall and burtfull. 
But waning, ſaith he ,other obiefions , F wall 
only anſwer the exception you make azanſt me 
for that I am a Chriftian. Know then that 1 
adore no idolls , and acknowlege no other God 
then Teſus Chriſt ; Whom together with the Fa- 
ther and the boly Ghoſt the ChriFtans do adore 
as the only true God , and this God bath crea- 
$ed beauen aud earth , and ruleth andgouerneth 
the world with changes and variety of ſeaſons, 


Sending raine and faire weather, that the earth 


may bring forth neceſſarie ſuſtenance for the life 
of man. 1t is not your Chniſs , replyeth Arte- 
mius, that doth this, but the elements, and the 
motion of rhe heauens gouerned by the pronidence 
of the Gods. Theie words were ſcarle out of 
his mouth , when the dewill entred into his 
bodice, and tormented him moſt, pitifully to 
the great admiration and aſtoniſtment of all 
the 'poeple, But Saint Chryſoſtome by his 
prayers cared him both in: bodic and ſoule ; 
for he was conuerted and became a Chriſtian, 
and by his example many others belieued in 
Chiiſt , and were baptized. The Biſhop of A- 
thenes ſeeing this miracle which God wrought 
by Chryloſtome, endeauoured to bring hin 
Into his clergie, hoping to have him his ſuc- 
ceſſor in his biſhoprick. But our Lord, who 
had alredie choſen him, as a burning taper to 
be ſet vpon the higheſt candlcſtick of his 
Church ,and as a city built vpon a hill, gaue 
him not at that time an inclination or deſire 
to be of the clergie. He returned therefore 
to Antioche, where with admirable cloquence, 
he defended at the barre the cauſes of the 
poore, and became Aduocate of the diſtreſſed, 
and exerciſed himſelf in works of piety. For 
which , and for his rare example and learning 
he was gencially beloued and eftcemed of all 
the city, 
Now Chryſoſtome began to diſcover the 
vanity and deceit of the world , and refolued 
40 lauc it ,and xetie hiwiſelfipto a Monaſte- 


rie. His mother having notice of his defionhe, ao 


called him a fice , and mzking him fit dow- 


ne by the bcctide , where ſhe had brought Ianv* 
him forth , all bathed in tcazes ſroke vnto AKI. 


him in this manner, 7 contd not entoy much of 
your fathers wertue , becauſe it plenſed God to 
take bim frem me joone after F bad bruught yur 
forth With great paine ,leauing me a widow and 
J0u an wrfthane.Tn this condition of Yidovhend I 
hau egone thorough all the mileries and «ffliZiuns 
that a Komen of honour could ade in. For the 
miſeries Which a 140V is ſutieft wnto, eſpecially 
being young ; as 1 was , Xhen I became one are 
innumerable. } bad bin but 2 few yeares b. fore 
taken from wnaer my Parents Ying, with ſo 
litle expertence in things of the world. Then 
oppreſſed With grief for the death of your father, 
I was burdened Vith ſo many wexations an4 
incommonitits , that I do almoſt wonder bow 
it was poſſible for a Yoman to ſulſiſt amineſt 
them. To bane the charge of ſuch a houſehold 
aud familie to reprebend and keepe to their duty 
ſernants of all ſorts , to gard and defend me 
from their deceits , to arme me againſt feizned 
words and enill correſpondence of neereſt relati- 
ons , to ſuffer the extortions of toligatherers 
and pullicans , and others that encroach wpon 
1:dowvs. If they hawe ſonner left them, they liue 
in feare and apprehenſion , nnd ſpendin a man=- 
ner upon them more then they haze ; if they 
hane daughters , they conſume, and pine aay 
with continuall ſuſpicions and iealouſies that 
tranſpierce cher warts. «All theſe things Yere 
motines unto me to marrie againe , for to be 
rid of iſo great trouble. But the loue | bane for 
Jou , made me to ſet be'ind and efteeme leſſe all 
my oY necommonitys, only to enioy you, and bane 
Jour companie. When you Yere '& whild, with 
only looking on you, and calling to mind how 
liuely a pittrre you Were of your father , 1 paſied 
cheerfully my greateſt trauails and :ffliftns. 1 
haue endeauoured to conſern* your eſtate , and 
goods entire ani to place you in the condition you 
are noY in. 1 ſpeake xot this to onerualue Yhat 
I haue don for you , as if it Were jame great 
matter ; but to entreate yuu that in recompenſe 
of all , you will not leaut me, nor widow me 8 
new. I am now old, expe a While , forl cax 
not laue lons, and When you haue cloſed my eyes 
and giuen my bodie burials ,y.u may freely diſ- 
poſe of- your ſelf as you pleaſe. But now 1 wo1ld 
wot haue you ro leaue me , and incurre the off enſe 
of God by abandoning me, who neuer gaue you 
any occaſion of diſpicaſure. But 'on the contrarie 
do buſie my thouzhts day and mght about you 
and the aduancement of your fortune.. The 
aflied mother tranſpierced with griet bathed 
her words in floods of tearcs , and the faint 
did melt with tendernes and compaſſion 
ot his mothers affliQion , yet not fo as to (lac 
ken in his good reſolutions , but to forbeare ' 
a while , and diſpoſe things in that manner, 
Ma that 
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that he might might ſweetly and dexterouſly 
accompliſh his intentions. 

He was promoted to the degree of Lec- 
tor and explicatcd the holy Scriptures with a 
waruelous ſpirit and extraordinarie eloquen- 
ce,Scone after overcome with the loue of 1ſo- 
titude and the forcible 1nſpiration of our Lord, 
neuer regarding his mothers widowhead,nor 
the affe&ion of the poeple that honoured him 
extremly, nor his fiſters intreaties who was 
tender and young, leauing hou ſe, riches,trends, 
Parents , libertic , commodities , and all the 
hopes the world could promiſe him , being 
young and not very healhfull of bodie , but 
teruent in ſpirit , be applycd himſelf rotally 
to the ſervice of God , and tooke a Religious 
habit in a monaſteric , where they liucd a 
very ftri& life. Chryſoſtome entring into this 
Schoole of perfe&ion, pre fently berooke him- 
ſelf more to pennance, prayer , faſtings, and 
corporall auſtetities. And that he might ſl-epe 
but litle, he had a cord hung ouer his table, 
and w hen it was neccſlarie 1o take ſome reſt, 
he laid hold of it with his hands, and bowing 
downe his head ſlept moſt vneafily,and preſen- 
tly wakened againe, He ſtudied continually, 
and expounded ſuch parts of the holy ſcrip- 
ture, as he iudged fitteſt to reforme mens man- 
ners , and carric them onto piety. Whilſt he 
was in this Monaſterie(which was ſome foure 
yeares ſpace) he compoled thoſe aamirable 
books of Pricſtood , and a book of virginity, 
and two of compun&tion, and many homilies 
or "treatiſes of divers ſubiefs. The greateſt 
»art of his time he ſpent in prayer ,'and viſt- 
ting the fick , and comforting and aſſiſting 
them in what he could. He ſhunned all worl- 
dly honour , and cſteeme of men. But it was 
not poſſible that the ſunne ſhould ly hid, and his 
rays not be manifeſted by his owne light. Our 
Lord was pleaſed to honour him , and make 
him be knowen to the world , working in 
him and by him great and maruclous things. 
In the fame Monaſterie with Saint Chryliof- 
tome lined a holie man , Efchius , who was 
his ghoſtly father. This man being once 
in prayer, percerued two clad in white, of a 
venerable and heauenly countenance and 
more then human , to come neere to Chry- 
{oſtome, who was alſo praying ;and taking 
him by the hand to ſay vnto him. We are 
ſent wnto thee by Feſus Chriſt, Then one of 
them putting 4 book into his hands ſaidTake 
this guift jen unto y0u from God , and knov 
that | am lohn the «Apoſile and Enangeliſt, 
wholea ned my head upon our Lords breaſt. With 


this book, you will eaſily underſtand the holy 


ſenipture ; and by my help you shall come to 
find no difficulty. The other who was Saint 
Peter, gaue him two keys, and {aid : F am he 
Who confeſied the ſonne of the liuing God. You 
il g/l baue power to pardon fins , and theſe 


| wonderfull fauours But theſe two holy Apoſ- 


| uing given him the kifle of peace retur- 


keys are the ſigne of your inriſdiftion. In the 
meane while Saint Chryloſtome lay proſtrate ,, 
with his face vpon the ground , and made 1,4 
anſwer , 7 am not worthie of theſe ſo great and |! 


tles comforted and encouraged him , and has« 


ned to heauen. After this our Lord wrought 
many miracles by him , and this amongſt 
the reſt, There was in that ncighbour- 
hood 4 cruell and fherce Lyon that did 
great rauage in the countrey, Saint Chry- 
loſtome wade a Croſle to be ſett vp in a cer 
taine place, and the next morning the Lyon 
was found dead at the foote of it. But hnding 
that the more he hid himfclt , the more he 
was honouredand ſought after , he retolued 
to fly, and enter furtnce within the deſert , 
and liue there all alone, defiring to be kno. 
wen only to God, and to pleaſe him. He remai- 
uad ſo two yeares without bed , ſeate ,or can- 
dle, lining vpon a litle bread that ſome frends 
brought him, vatill falling fick, he was forced 
toreturn to his Monaſtery, About this time 
Mecletius made him Deacon , in which degree 
hauing ferued the Church fiue yeares , he 
went buck to his ſoltarie life. Not long after 
Saint Flauianus by death of Meletius ſucceeded 
in the Archiepiſcopall Sea of Antioche, and bes 
ing one morning in prayer there appeared 
vnato him ,an Angel}, who bid him gve to the 
eMonaferie Where Toby Chryſoſtome was, and 
bring him to the Church andordaine him Prieſt, 
for he Was to be an other weſiell of elefiton like $. 
Paul, The ſame rcuelation was made to Saint 
Chryſoſtome, who being much abaſhed and 
troubled at it for his great humility , heard 
this voice : Who can hinder that from comming 
to paſie , which God hath determined? Flauianus 
coming to the Monaſterie , emzbraced Iohn, 
and conferred with him of the reuclation 
which he had, and of the cauſe of his comming, 
exhorting him not to reſiſt the will of Gods 
And aiter that he had faid Maſſe in the Mo- 
naſterie , and communicated the Monks, 
he tooke Iohn with him- to the Church 
of Antioche ', and there ordained him 
Prieſt. Whilſt the Biſhop was giving him ho- 
ly orders, there came a faire white doue and 
tlew downe vpon- his head , and there reſted; 
euery one vaderſtanding by that viſible ſigne 
that the holy Ghoſt had choſen him, and con* 
fhrmed the ele&10n. He began Rraight to pre- 
ach with that devine ſpirit and eloquence,that 
his Auditors did not call him golden mout6 
only , but alſo he mouth of God , the mouth of 
leſus ChrifF, And although Flauianus preten- 
ted to make him his ſucceſſor /in- Antioche, 
he could not be brought to conſent therto, 
well out of his ſingular humility,as alſo that 
he might be more tice to attend to the ſtudic 
of holy Scripture , and the miniſteric 0 
preaching 
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preaching. He was very carefull in tag 


| 27+ the fick, and cured many by his prayers:an 


le 1, Y*V" amongſt others, the Goucrnours wite of An- 
d jb tioche, who was infeted with the Hereſie 


{- 


vfMarcion, and a great encmie of Catholicks. 
He had aflembled all the chiefe here ticks 
of his ſe& to pray for his ſick wife, and the 
paines ſhe was in increaſing more , as they 
prayed , he made her be brought in a little 
couch , and ſett betore the Church dore, 


where Chryloſtome was in the companie of | 


Flauianus his Prelate. The Saint firſt repre- 
hended him for his wicked fſe& and errours, 
then moved by his prayers, defired his Biſhop 
to bleſſe ſome water, and giue it the ſick wo- 
man to drink , whervpon $he preſently reco- 
vered , and roſe vp whole and ſound , and to- 
gether with her Conn was reconciled to 
the Catholick faith, «And this miracle being 
diuulged through the city , many other here- 
ticks were conuerted , to the great icy of 
Catholicks , and confuſion of ſuch hereticks as 
remained obſtinate and peruerſe, Theſe began 
todiffame the Saint,and giue out that he was 
a witch, anda magitian. adding many other 
ſlanders and calumnies according to the ordi- 
dinarie cuſtome of hercticks. But S. Chryſoſ- 
tome received particular ſatisfation to ſuffer 
all this for the loue of God. Yet he aduiſed the 
ſame hereticks to be conuerted, for that there 
was tofall ypon them'a grecuous and ſudden 
calamitie , as there did , by reaſon of a feartul] 
earthquake , that happened within few days 
after at Antioche , and ruined many houſes of 
the Marcioniniſts , wherby a great number of 
them periſhed. Wheras Catholicks rece- 
ued no harme. Which did much firengh 
then and confirme them in their faith. Diuer- 
ſe Gentiles alſo received the light ofthe holy 
Ghoſpell , and Idolls were pulled downe, and 
the ſeruice of God did proſper. Saint Chryſoſ- 
tomes charity was notconfined to Antioche 
alone, For he procured the inhabitants of 
the Mount Amanus , that lived hke wild 
beaſts without law or God , to be civilized 
with heauenly do&rine, he cauſed alſo a tem- 
ple on Monnt Caſſius to be demoliſhed,whe- 
re ſacrifices were dayly offered todeuills,and 
he reduced the poeple to the knowlege and 
ſeruice of the true God. He did the like in 
Seleucia , ſending his Diſciples thither to 
convert the Gentiles , and þeate downe ido- 
latrous temples. Many other things in this 
kind did the holy man do in thoſe twelue 
yeares that he was Prieſt and preacher at 
Antioche, 

But now Necarius Patriarck of Conſtan- 
tinople dying , the Emperour Arcadius, and 
all the clergie and poeple deſirous to have 
that"ſeate furniſhed with a man worthis of ſo 
great and high a dignity ; did ſoone calt their 
eyes vpon Chryloſtome , for that his great de- 


— 


| ſerts made him as much to outſhine all others 


as the ſunne doth the itars. Wheretore the 
Emperour writ to Flauianu$ Bilkop of An 
tioche to perſwade Chryſoſtome to acceptof 
that Chaire, and to ſend him-with thoſe who 
were come to fetch him, to Conſtantinople, 
to be conſecrated Pattiarck of that Imperiall 
city. The Saint was much troubled and affli- 
fed at this newes, eſteeming himſelf. through 
his profound humility vaworthie of ſo high 
a place. And the whole city of Antioche was 
ſo concerned in this bufines , that they did 
not ſtick to murmure againſt the Emperour 
as 4 tyrant , that vould ſnatch Join from 
among them, ho vas all the glurie and gruas 
ment of ther city , and thr father ,maſtet com- 
fort , and proteion of them all. Tacy refolued 
then rather to dye then to permaitt him to be 
taken from them, and ſett gards about him , 
to ſecure his perſon. In fhne the Emperour 
was conſtrained, in proſecution of his intcnt, 
to command the Goucrnour of Antioche.vpon 
ſome pretext to call Ivhn out of the city,and 
when he ſhould have him in hjs power, todeli- 
uct him to tuch perices as he (erit tor hin 
which was don accordingly:and nptwithſtan- 
ding all the refiltance hc could make, he was 
conducted to Conſtantinople; and there went 
farth to receiue him the whole. Scaate , and 
clergic,with all the nobility by che Emperours 
ordcr , with ſuch an 1 niverlall ioy and cons» 
gratulation of all orders and degrees of the 
poeple, as if Chiyloſtome had bin the come 
mon father of all and cucry one. He was con» 
ſecrated Patriark þy the ſufiagan Biſhops , 
and Theophilus Patrjark of Alexandria, And 
the next day aftcy his conlccratiog the Em 
perour went to viſite him and demanded his 
benediftion , which the Saint paye him and 
ſpoke in this n gaper vnto hin. 0. Emperour, 
haue bin in great afflitiiun for jome days , 
conſidering the turden Which y0u caſt vpon my 
foeble shoulgers , and this big dignztze no ways 
ſutable to my litlenes, For eminent menits are 
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requiſite for thoſe who are to ſit in eminent . 


places ; ana to beare a great charge 4 man hath 
neede of great forces. But ſence it bath pleaſed 
the ſourraine Prince and Lord of the uniuer« 
[all world (whoſe jugements are ſecret and its 
comprebrnſuble) ro make me Paſjar of. this great 
fold, I beſeech you to beare me;jut from bence forth 
F can not bold my peace , leſt my filenge do are 
gue me to be rgher a bireling , thew a poſtor, 
1t concernes you aloue all things \to barckes 
attentiuely to the Word of God , as it ts my duth 
to declare bis Will wato you. 1 am come by Gods 
order #0-fett in this chaire, and F will begun ith 
that, which our Lord bjmjelt and $.7onb Baptiſt 


preached in the firſt place, to its: 40 pennance 


7 will have no rejpeft to perſons, 1 vill ſpeaks 
freely to all what belongs to my Outy. 1} 398 
4o What F tell you , 30u will exceedingly ve- 

Y964 


142 


27 
Tany- 


- "> Fo 2 ABA EA. EG ADS i I ne rene 


Saint Tohn Chryſoſtome Bishop 2nd Dofor, 


me and the fpinit of God , and you Nill reape 
great profit by it. 1f not , the compge 111 te 
eur one, ani the ſorroY and affiitiion mine. 


A x 1. TheEwperovur was much edificd with SChry- 


ſoſtemes freedome and liberty in ſpeaking. 


| And all that were preſent praiſed God tor 


havirg bleſſed them with ſuch 4 Paſtor nd 
Prelat. 46d to confirme them the moore in this 


their ioy and ſatisfa&tion,our Lord was plra- | 


ſed that when the Saint was ſpeaking thus to 
the Ewperour , there ſhould be in the Church 
a pollefſed perſon , whom the Biſt op cured 
with the figne of the Crofle , exhoiting him 
to amend his life , and to freque nt the Sacra- 
ments, 

Saint Chryſoſtome at his firſt entrance 
intohis charge and gouernment of the Church 
began to do the office of a good and caretull 
eardiner, to roote out euill plants and weedes, 
and after to ſow and plant wholſome he1bes 
and flowers, He preached againſt lewdnes 
and yncleanes of lining , and againſt thotr 
that vader the cloake of kindred barbovred 
queanes in their houſes. He perſecuted tte 
couetous and ſwearcs, the proudand ambiti. 
ous,and all thoſe that waſted their m:canes in 
gallant apparell , ſuperfluous building , and 
immoderat feaſting. And having baniſhed out 
of the city, and rooted vp many yices , he 
planted in the minds of bis auditors the loue 
of vertue. He cphanſed the frui& of almes- 
giving , recommended chaſtity , extolled hu- 
mility to the heavens , as the ſure gard and 
preſeruer of all heauen]y treaſures. What ſtall 
I fay of the love of Ged and of our neighbour, 
and of the zeale ot foules? vw herwith bis bart 
'was fo ett on fire , that it ſeemcd to laurce 


forth flames of charity on every fide. As is tobe | 


ſeen in cne of his ſermon: (Homilic 24 vp on 
the As) where he bath theſe words : 7 ws 
T could chew you (Were it poſſible ) the lone 1 
' teare you fince it is certoine that 1 fo leue av 
'thing ſo wnih as 1 lone you, This corpirall fght 
"of amine is not ſo deare unio we. md 1 Yould 
'# thouſand times te Hind , if ty being ſo , 7 
"might jrofite you in any thing , or afford you 
any light. God fortid that any of you 5houl: fin 
'er offend bim. But if any one of y0u do chan- 
ce to commit 4 ſin , T will bevaile him With 
Juib & fountaine of teares, that be sball bane 
ax euident and apparent proofe of wy griefe ana 
Jerr0Wv. «And teliewe me ,1 kane in ſume ſort lofi 
hope of my faluation ; for Wbilſt 1 am lamen- 

ting for you , 1 bawe na time to weepe for my 
felt. «And when 1 beare of your profite in wei- 
tne, ſo great is the contentment which 1 take, 
that ſiraightw ays 1 Jorgett all my ow ne miſeries. 

eAndon tbe other fide When all goeth not right 

with 30u , ſorrow ſeixeth my hart , though other- 

Wiſe it be full of toy. 1 defare nothing more , nor 

#cke any thing of- Almightie Goa Wath more 


#agernes , next to py Oar [aluatioan , thea | \nwaitanding fiery aids tl ecaulc be porified 


yours : beernſe 1 lene per nnig eine "7 3 5Hþ 
the ares of thitity, nad wu ligiin tf oe pg 
whale you7 hr; ines. cad Ben tn tins; 1 1op 
I bone atl thing, Th.ch 1 w# nt fri 42:4 
I bave Parents, Brit ers, o ile t: i I 
could open my lie. wat 319 502 3 "op 


NN / 


gonrſelr:es engranen tl am 37th 160 * 
males ; for thire you car tt nit Firiting fr the 


Cv. 
s 


fe re of charity, WHuch 7s jo broverjet } +. 1 i 
maketh our joule larger nnd mire cf 7 
the wery heanens. ils Charity. Of Swi ?0 * , va 


jollowe was ſo freat , that tjicatirg, £ if 


through civers p0uinces It ſeemed tot fire 
ce the whole world. Jn Fhenricia he Gro 
liſhed the temples ct the Gentiles , drvte be 
divells cut of the harts of thoſe whom x; Ti 
had poſleſſed, founded Churches , ant! ent 
{ome Relijoious and other holy men 'tr to 
cultivate and inftiuct ihe whole prev oce, 
The like benchte te beitowed vpon the Gaye 
les or Ceitz, that were ink. Qed with + 1iz- 
niſme ; to the Scythians , and. fever all . ther 
nations , which he enlightred with bis Co die 
ne, and fent vynto them). faithfull work + eq 
and good preachers to labour amone!: i! cm 
and bring them to the knowlege of the t1vth, 
He reformed many ebvſes , which +a} big 
committed in the adminiſtration of thy --9gg 
of the Church , imploying them fairt:x!!y 
for the reliete of the poore , and fount'ing 
ot hoſfitalls , the care wherot he cone 
ted to Pricſts of good lite and ineprets n- 


Mo 
hble. He had a ipeciall carc of widows 2: 


 countclled thoſe that were young either 16 


martie againe, Or cls to live in fach re:1-2s 
ment and recolleaion. that they might be cut 
ot all danger cf giving or taking: any 11+ 
dall And tor the more aged wicows hc ex- 
horted them to be always praying. But x*1- 
witted not women to go abroad by vi: i, 
not even to the Church. Yea he was ſor xat 
in this point , that in the Church be 6:7. 
ned that they ſheuld hauc their place ir: 2 
rate from the men. He perſwaded all te ire- 
quent the holy Sacraments with great pity 
and dcucticn, he ſhunned all feaſts , and 1-vi- 
ted none nor would be inuned by any, as well 
to 0bjerve his accuſtomed temperance . 2s i 0 
for th: this fiomack was very much wezk ered 
with n-oft rigorous tafting and drir king wr 
tivually water. His confiant in Þloyemert 1.78 
to | ay ftud:e, preach , wiie , and intint 
ail. He ſaid Mcfic with fo great deucticy i'd 
was fo vnited with God in time ot it, ti: lic 
ordinarily ſ;.w v:hblc ties e$ Of Cur Legit ipt- 
rit to deſcend vpcn the focred myſic ries: nd 
wheias one Gay , one of thoſe that a{i.: cd 
him at tle tar, n tice Maſic coſt a wal 
ton cye towards 4 woniun, Ged deprived the 
Sainteot that faucur. ard comiort which Be 
vitally gave im, wherat he wencered , but 


{1:3 


A 
Al 


- 

_ 

: 
- 


h 
Y,! 


þ x_ 
27- 


| Saint Iohn Chryſoſtome Confeſſor and Dodor; 


his miniſters , and ſuſpended him from his 
office ; and then came againe to enioy the 


 , JIANTY' accuſtomed viſion. 


A 


vir 


In the ſtudie of holy ſcripture nothing 
ozue him more content and fatisfation then 
the Epiſtles of S. Paul , for he was ſo taken 
with reading them , that when he had 
them once before him , he could not find in 
his hart to lay them downe. He had a great 
deſire to explicate them, but finding 1t to be 
an enterpriſe to high, and aboue his reach, 
he begged of the Apoſtle day and night 
to make him comprehend his high ſenſe and 
meaning, and after ſome days confiding in the 
Saints interceſſion , he began his expoſition. 
At the ſame time the Emperour diſcarded a 
Senator out of his office , that had bin falsly 
accuſed ; And he bcing fallen from his Princes 
favour, was alſo abandoned of his kindred and 
frends, who (as many do) followed fortune 
mote then the obligations of Kindred and 
frendſhip. The poore gentleman hoping tor 
ſome rclicfe by the Pa'riarks fauour, writ 4 
note vnto him , beſeecing him to grant him 
an audience at his leiſure; and the Saint re- 
turned him word, that he was very willing to 
hcare bim, and appointed him to come by night, 
and gaue order to his ſeruant that waited vpon 


him in his Chamber ,whole name was Proclus, 


that when the gentleman came; he ſhould giue 
him notice, He came two nights one after an 
other; and Proclus thinking to giue notice to 
Saint Chryſoſtome , who was writing , 
perceiued a reuerend man itanding by him,and 
whiſpering 1n his care; as it were ſome gteat 
ſecret , and iudging it a buſines of great corn- 
ſequence ; fent away the geneleman , telling 
him what paſſed ,and thatit would ſeeme ye- 
ry rade and vnmannerly in him to interrupt 
his Maſter at ſuch a time: yet promiſed that 
the night following he would keepe the do- 
re ſhut, and let none in , that fo he might 
haue free accefle to the Patriark.Proclus was 
very carefull to performe his promiſe , and 
- when the gentleman came at his appointed 
houre, told him, zo ; S:r , you may ſpeake With 
the Patriark at your leiſure , I baue kept the 
dore for you , and there is no bodie With bim ; 
but opening the dore of the Saints chamber, 
he ſaw the tame man till at his clbow,whom 
he had ſeen twice before. He ſtood amazed, 
and told the gentleman ot it , defiring him to 
have patience , and not to returne againe, 
vntill he ſhould fend for him. The poore man 
vent away heauie and afflicted. But our Lord 
Who leaueth not his ſeruants in their troubles, 
pat Saint tohn Chryfoſtome in mind , to in- 
forme himſelf of his man , whether that gen- 
tleman, who had deſired to ſpeake with him 
three days ago ; had not bin at his houſe. He 
told him he had bin there thrice, but that as 
viten as he came, he always tound him taken 


vp with a grave man ſtanding at his elbow 
and diſcouriing with. him, And.that the man 
did very much reſcmble the pifvre of Saint 
Paul; which he kept at his ſtudic. The holy 
Patriaik preſently vnderſtood - the fauous 
which God had don-him , and thanked him 
for it. Then ſent fox the gentleman , and fin- 
ding that he had bin wronged, acquainted the 
F mp erovr With the truth of the bufines, and 
interceecded fo eficcciouſly for him , that he 
was reſtored to his fauour and office. Thenhe 
went on with his expoſition vpon Saint Paul, 
which is ſo acmirable and deuinea work , 
that 4 man may cafily belieye that the Apoſe 
tle bimfelf did diate it vnto him. oy 
The Arians had with craft and cunning 
(as hereticks are wont to do ) fpread forth 
their pernicious do@rine through the whole 
city of Conſtantinople ; and taken fo much 
licence that they had their publick and open 
meetings to the great ſcandall and domage of 
the faithfull . which Chryſoſtome could not 
remedie without the Emperours ab@ority.And 
for to getit , he expeted the feaſt ofthe Epi- 
phamie, or comming ofthe three Kings, when 
the Emperout centred the Church with great 
ſtate and Maicſtic. Then Saint Chryſoſtome 
expe&ing at the Church dore to receiue him, 
after he had don hin} his accuſtomed reue- 
rence , ſpoke in this manner : If any oze, 0 
Emperour , should offer to pluck away from that 
rich and imperiall Crowne ; which you cartie on 
your head, ſome of the pretious ſtones and pearles, 
and put in place of them tount:1feited ievels or 
peeres of glaſse ; vould you be contented with it 2 
And the Emperour anſwering , zo ; and why 
then, ſaid the Patriark , 40 you gize way, that 
in this city, and in the Charth of Chriſt , which 
reſembles 4 moſt 11ch and coſtly diademe ; Avi- 
ans sbould be mingled ith Catholicks, and falſe 
pearles With true ones ? procure that che bateticks 
either be conwerted to the Catholick faith , or ba- 
niched out of the city. The Emperour was not 
backward in obeying the wholſome counſell, 
and aduiſe of the Patciark. For he confiſcated 
their goods and thruſt them out of Conſtanti- 
nople , though not long after they entred a- 
oaine, and for to ſpite Saint Chryſoltome and 
the Cacholicks, ſung certaine hymns of their 
owne making. And the Saint for to ſupreſſe 
and confound them , commanded the Catho« 
licksto fing other hymns which he had coms ' 
poſed againit the hereticks. And they as tur- 
bulent and faftious poeple raiſed ſtirs and tu- 
mults, which broke out ar leagth into oper 
ſedition, ſo that Catholicks and hereticks 
came to blowes, and a ſecuant of the Empreſſe 
was hurt. Whervpon the Emperour filenced 
the hereticks , and forbad themto fing, Vpon 
an other occaſion Saint Chryloſtome mani. 
feſted his zeale and courage againit hereticks 
in this manner. There was Gainas 2 come 
”" —— mandcg 
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mander , of great note and vogue amongſt 
the Emperours fouldiars. This man was by 
pation 2 Gaule , in ſe& an Arian of meane 
extrafion , but aduanced at length to great 
preſerments,and for ſome remarkable vifories 
Which he got, was made Generall of the ar- 
mic, and in that credit and authority that he 
preſumed to demand of the Emperour 4 
Chutich; where himſelf and thoſe of his Re- 
ligion might have their aſſemblies : and Gai- 
nas being 4 barbarous and fierce fellow , 
growen inſolent and haughtie by his office and 
viftories , was dreadfull to the, Emperour, fo 
that he durſt not denic him for feare of grea- 
ter inconueniences. Saint Chryſoſtome having 


Notice of it , deſired the Emperour to call 


Gainas and himſelf before him , for that he 
would vndertake to apeaſe and ſilence him. 
they came, and Saint Chriſoſtome ſpoke thus 


to Gainas. The Emperonr can not diſpoſe of the 


Churches of this city , nor of Ecclefpoſticall wot- 
teri,unleſs be will quitt the title of 4 Catholick 
and pious Prince. Ft is to me thefore that you 
are to adareſie yomſelf in ſucb aff aires, for they 
belong to my office. If you will baue & Church 
to pray in, loe all the Churches of Conſianti- 
zople are open for you. But if you demand 4 
Church for your jelf alone and thoſe of your ſctl, 
pretending that this isdue unto you for the gogd 
feruice y1u haue don , the paines yon hane tg- 
ker, annthe tlood you baue shed in the yrs, aud 
that it is but 2 ſmall fauour Which yow drmand 


of the Emperowr for ſo long and faithfull ſer- 


mice. 1 arjYer that if you have ſerued web, 
you baye tin alſo Well payed , baning bin raiſed 


from & laje extretfion and low congition to the 


dignity of Conjull and Generall by your Princes 
liberality , to hom you ought not to be wngra- 


. tefull ,vor wathankfull alſo to God , whoſe p0- 


Ferfull band bath placed you in this condition. 
This demand of yours is againſt God , for you 
Yould bawe his Temple given to his enemies ; 
it is againſt your Juucraine , for you Yould force 
Liz wpon & thing that is mof# wniuſt aud wn- 
wortbie of tim. «And to moue bim to it , is to 
giue him an occaſion to rume himſelf and his 
Empare : for there is no exill af} or offence com- 
quitted againf# God by a Prince , for which 
Jſooxer or later be Shall not be moſt ſeverely pu- 
azshed. Gainas was ſtrucken dum with this 
{pccch,and perceiued that Saint Chryſoſto- 
mes tongue was more powerfull and efte&yall 
then his tword, But he reſted not quiet for 
all that, but intending to be reuenged ofthe 
Ewperovur , ſcat his Souldiars twice in the 
Bight time, to ſet his pallace on fire, who 
notwithſtanding fell back without being able 
to cite it, becauſe they ſaw the pallace gar- 
ded by innumerable troupes of Angells. Gai- 
nas could not belicue it, and went himſeifin 
perion to cxecute his wicked defigne , but 


&cipg tholc heaucnly ſouldiars , defalicd, agd 
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drawing forth his men' out of Confſtantino- 
ple, began to waſte and ſpoile the whole coun- 
trey and prouince, There was no bodie fo 
couragious that durſt addrefſe himſelf to this 
ſurious and barbarous captaine to appcale and 
render him to reaſon ,all tood in luch dread 
of his anger aud crueltic . But Saint Chryſo- 
ſome , as one that had God of his ſide, offe- 
red the Emperour to go in perſon, and ſpeake 
with him, though he knew well that Gainas 
bore hima great ſpleene for hauing hindered 
and broken his ſute abcut the Church. As he 
came towards him , Gainas admiring his cou- 
rage and ſfanRity , went forth to meete him, 
and falling downe at his fcete, tooke his hand, 
and put it vpon his head , and commandcd 
his children to do him the ſame reverence, 
Infine the Saint by his prudence and cloquence 
fo prevailed vpon Gainas that he pacihed him, 
and reconciled him with the Emperour. This 
confounded the hereticks, as did allo a ſtrange 
miracle, which Sozomenus recounteth to bauc 
bin wrought vpon the perſon of an hercticall 
woman, whoſe husband Saint Chryſoſtome 
bad reduced from the Macedonian herehie to 
the Catholick faith. This g90d man having 
d great defire to gaine his wite , and bring her 
to the truth which himſclt bad learned , per- 
ſwaded hcr much to become a Catholick, but 
fnding her obſtinate ,threataed to leaue her, 

and live no more with her.The poore woman, 
tocomply with her husband, told him that {be 

would do what he dcfired ,and having agreed 
afore hand with her maidc, went fiiit and tooke 
the bread which the hereticks gaue for their 

Communion , and gaue it to her maide' to 

keepe for her ; then went with her busband to 

3 Church of the Catholicks , and betore him 

received the ſacred hoſt, and bowing dowge 

her bodie , as if it were to pray , gaue it to 

her maide , that was kneeling clole by her, 

and tcoke of her the bread ſhe had received 

trom the hereticks , and putting it into hee 

mouth , found it to be changed into a ſtone, 
wherat being cxtremly troubled and confoun- 

ded , ſhe went and told Saint Chryſoſtome 

what happened , and was copucrted to the 

truc, Catholick faith, and publiſhed the mite- 

cle ,in memorie wherof that very ſtone was 

kept 4 long time at Conſtantinople. 

S. Chryſoſtore was not admired at Con- 
ſtantinople only , but his fame and renowae 
was ſpicad though all Aſia, and Greece, and 
other more remote prouinces , eucry one Ie 
ling the benefite of his life , dodtrine , cl0- 
quence , vigilancy , and that moſt coxdl 
charity , whetewith he embraced all in Iclu 
Chriſt. But enuie, the deadly encmie of ver 
tue, could not endure thoſe bright rays whi 
his holy lite dartcd forth on every fide , but 
began to ſpurt its venime againſt him , and 


gather together all the eyull vapours apd exÞ#* 
lation 


7 
AV | 
[ 


« 
: 


| 


Saint Tohn Chryſoſtome Bishop and Door. 145 


| {ations that it could, for to forme4 Cloude, | wornnded , but to conſerue in health thoſe that crmmeg 
and ftorme , that might blaſt that faire and | are not hart : not to plunge him deeper , that is 27. 
rich plant , that brought torth ſuch fruits of | halfe drowned, but ro warne thoſe that are ſai- Ianvs 
life in our Lords garden, The Saint perceiuing | /z»g.vith 2 proſperons gaile , not to ſplitt their a x1, 
that many citizens , gentlemen, Lords , and | sb:þ againſt 2 rock. «And againe. 7 ſay this . 
chieſe Magiſtrats , and even the Empreſle | to ſoften your harts, and mone you to compaſſion, 
Eudoxia her ſelf thirſted exceſſiuely after mo- | that you vill be content With the preſent puni- 
s ny and paine, and in purſuite of it did many | sbment of this unhoppie man. For many among 
e i thivgs vaworthie of Chriſtian piety, preached | you are /0 cruell, that they blame me for pr]vy.© 
"i with great ſpirit and vehemency againſt aua- | 61m /uccour , and for endeauouring to mitizate 
rice , and although he named no particular | your indignation againſt him by my Words, and 

erſon in the pulpit , every one notwithſtan- | & ſetting before you the calomitie of this wn- 
ding , conuicted by his owne conſcience, in- | fortunate man. And though all this proceeded 
terpreted as ſpoken againſt himſelf what he | irom zcale and compaſſion ; yet ſome paſſio- 

had faid in generall to all , and inſteed of | nate and ill affe&ed poeple aſcribed it to ris 
accuſing and amending themſelues , they mur- | gor and inhumanitic. Beſides theſe things , 
mured and vented their paſſion againft the there fell out an other occahion, and thatnot 
preacher.It happened alſo about the fame time | the leaſt , which incenſed theEmprefle againſt 
that Eutropius grand chamberlaine of the | him: _ | 
Emperour , perſwaded his Maſter to make & | There was at Alexandria one Paulacius, 
law againit the immunities and priuiledges | 2 couctous man , ligetenant there for the Em- 
of the Church ,to wit that whoſocuer ſhould | perour , who — that Calitrope 4 
run thither forſan@uarie , might betaken from | widow was uery rich and had Rore of mony; 
thence by force , and cucn pluckt away from exacted other hue hundrederownes, which (he 
the high Altar it ſelf. But 4 litle after the | as 4 widow deſtitute of help , rather then 
publiſhing of this law ; Eutropius the author | to go to law with this tyrant , preſently bar- 
of it ,by the iuſt iudgment of God , fell from | rowed and paied downe. But afterwards went 
his favour and grace with the Emperour, who | to Conſtantinople , and accuſed him of his 
commanded him to be apprehended , and he | vniuſt extortion; but, as ordinarily widows; 
hauing no other meanes to eſcape , caſt him- and poeple without ſupport 'of powerfull 
ſclt into the Church-, and demanded the Pa- | trends ſeldome haue iuſtice don them (for that 
triarks prote&ion, fot the poeple , that hated wicked Iudges arc fauorable one toan other) 
him 1:kedeath, would baue drawen him forth, | Calitrope hnding no redrefſe, had recourſe 
and pulled him 1n peeces. T he Patriark de- | to Eudoxia the emprefle , who calling for 
fended him from the ſouldiats that were ſent | Paulacus , commanded him preſently to lay 
to take him , and would not permitt auy bo- | downe 4 hundred pounds in gold, otherwiſe 
die to lay hold on him , vatill the Emperour that it ſhould go hard with him. Paulacius 
had taken his oath not to kill him, nor to | payed it to the empreſle , and ſhe kept it all 
deliver him ouer to Gainas, who moſt of all | beſides thirtie fix crownes, which ſhe reſto- 

vrged his death. But ſecing that Eutropius did red to Calitrope , which was not ſufficient to 

not yett ſufficiently acknowlege his tault, and detray the chatges of her 10urney. Wherefore 

the pteiudice he had don to the Church, and the good widow ſeing all other remedies 
ſcandall which he had giuen to the poeple ; | to faile her , acquainted Saint Chryſoſtome 
andthat it was requifite in & matter of that 1m- with her cate, and he commanded Paulacius 
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F portance that all ſhould vaderſtand /how that | to latisfie her , and prefied him fo , that he 
G exemplar puniſhment proceeded from the {| was forced to __— to the Empreſle, who to- 
C hand of God; and that the author of that per- | oke:him vader her prote&ion, and ſent word 
j- nicious law proucd to be the firſt, on whom | to Saint Chryſoſtome that he ſhould deſiſt, 
6 it was executed , infine that by this meanes and moleſt him no more. The Saint replyed 
it might be repealed, and that all might take | that he could not do it , vatill the widow 
4 warning by this cxample ; He went vp into | had all her wony reſtored vnto her. With this 
C the pulpit, aud gauc Eutropius4 notable check, Endoxiz was {© inraged , that ſhe diſpatched 
J declaring vnto him that he had reaped what he ſouldiars and officers to take Paulacius out 
P had ſowen; and that theſe were the fruits of his | of the Church , where by Saint Chryſoſtomes 
, wicked life. And this not to infult ouer the | order he was detained ; but the ſouldiars 
l | poore afflicted man and bring him to deſpai- | comming to the Church , and offering 
<< 7c; but to teach him to make his profite of | to force their entrie” into! it, found an An» 
EY his preſent condition ; as alſo to appeaſeand | gell of God ſtanding in 4 terrible manner, 
as mitigate the furic of the poeple , who ſought | with & lance im his hand for to defend it. 
K nothing but his death.” / /peake #ot this(ſaith | Wherat being affrighted they made halt back 
0 he) 10 oppreſie bim that is fallen,b ut to ſecure | to Eudoxia, and related what they had ſeene. 
- thoſe that ſtand : not to reneys the ſoares of the | Whervpon ihe finding that it was a dange- 
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— tous thing to conteſt with God and his Saint, 


abated much of her furie. And Paulatius when 
he faw how litle the Empriefſes tauwour and 
aucoritie could auaile him againſt the ipuin- 
cible courage of Saint Chryſoitome, paied 
the widow ali the mony, who after after many 
thanks to God, and the Saint, returned home 
moſt contented and ioyfull. An other time the 
Ewpreſle , for 4 very flight pretence ſcized 
vpcn a piece of land of 4 confiderable value 
belonging to widow;and ſhe made her moane 
toSaint Chryſoſtome ,and implored his help. 
The Saint writ to the Empreſle , anddefired 
her mor to «fer ſo great 4 Yrong to 4 poore Wi- 


"ow , but to reſtore unto ber her land, and fin- 


ding that his letter wrouglt no effect,came in 
perſon to ſpeake voto her , but wheras ſhe 
remained till hard and obſtinate , he full of 


| zeale, as 3 man who had learnt tofeare God 


more then earthly Princes,reſolued to do his 
duty. «And as the Empreſſe was comming to 
Church, vpon the ſolemne day of the holy 
Croſſe, with 4 great traine, and all the poc- 
ple alſo flocked thither to keepe the feaſt,Saint 
Chryſoſtome cauſed the dores to be ſhut a- 
oainſt her , and let all the reſt enter beſides 


her. Preſently one of her gard put his hand 


to his ſword , mon__ to revenge the 
affront , as he thought, oftered to his Prin- 
ceſle , and make way by force ; but his hand 
withered ſtraigth , and the Empreſle remained 
without dores , thundering with roge and 
paſſion , and yet ſtrangely ſtrucke with 
the miracle which ſhe ſaw don before 
her face. eAnd for a greater teſtimonie 
of Saint Chryſoſtomes ſanRity , the ſouldiar 
that had loſt the vſe of his hand , acknowled- 
ging his fault, asked pardon of the Saint, who 
bad him goe waſh his hand in holy water; 
as he did , and was inſtantly cured. There 
were other cauſes of diſguſt , which for bre- 
vities ſake ] omitt , all proceeding from the 
roote of pride and vanity , which 1s ſo conna- 
turall to women , eſpecially to Queenes and 
Ladys that arc in power, that they will be 


adored by all , and permitt none , not euen 


Saints and the miniſters of God , to coatrole 
them. whilſt Eudoxia was fomenting the diſlike 
and hatred which ſhe had conceiued againſt 
Saint Chryſoſtome ; ſome , whom he had re- 

rehended tor their vices 'in his termons , as 
alſo certaine Biſhops and men of the clergie, 
whole weake eyes could not endure fo cleexe 
T light ; nor harts could brooke the integri- 
tie and ſcuerity wherwith he exacted their 
duty , plotted together , and made” a thick 
clowde of {landers and calumnies tor to ouer« 
caſt and ecclipſe that ſunne, which by its heate 
and clarity gaue liue to ſo many ſoules. They 
procured 4 Synode of Biſhops , wherin the 
Saint was accuſed, condetned , and baniſhed]; 
aitaough they had 1o.ge other pretext for that 


Synodicall afſembly. Among thole who con. 
demned him , ſome were carried away with , 
paſſion , ambition, a ſpirit of revenge , and 4 1;Þ 
deſire of gaining credit and favour with the | 
Empreſle. Others well meaning poeple were 
deluded by to wuch credulity , as was Sint 
Epiphanus Biſhop of Salamina in Cyprus 3 
man venerable for his yeares learning , and 
ſanity. This good mati comming to Conſtan. 
tinople , whilit the Synode was fitting , was 
abuled by Saint Chryſoſtomes enemies , and 
brought to conſent to his condemnation, who 
did think by the authority of ſo worthie a 
perſon to juſtifie their moſt yniuſt procee- 
dings. But the chietc cauſe of his baniſhmene 
was Eudoxia and her great power with the 
Emperour. The Saint lett Conſtantinople (that 
was vp in armes to defend him) to auoide 
and prevent inconveniences that were like to 
ariſe betwcene the two parties. Yet the citizens 
did take hisdeparture fo heavui!y that they could 
(carccely forbeare from ſtoning Theophilus Pa- 
triark of Alexandria , when they vnderſtood 
that he was the principal] autor of the ſen- 
tence which was giuen vpon him. Preſently 
after there was 2 moſt terrible and fearſuil 
earthquake at Conſtantinople , which did 
much harme to the city. The Emperour him- 
ſelf was in great danger. And the poeple cryed 
about the ſtrectes , that it vas 4 ſeourge ſent 
by God for to renenge the iniurie don to their 
holy Prelate. So that jt was neceſlaric for the 
Emperour , to fatisfie the poeple, and appeaſe 
Gods wrath, to write to Saint Chryſoſtome to 
returnc home with all ſpcede. But he would 
have the caule firſt legally examined , and 3 
dilanulling made of what was violently and 
contrarie to' luſtice acted againſt him. Yetfor F 
to quict the city , he was content to return; 
and was recciued of all as an Angell from he- 
auen , with ſo much joy , and gratulation, that 
Dag I {cemed to make a triumph for 
Um, 

Saint Chryſoſtome being returned to his 
Church held oa his wonted courſe , liuing 
like a Saint, preaching like an Apoſtle , wat- 
ching oucr his flock like 4 caretull Paſtor, 
rooting out vice like a sk1lfull gardiner , and 
reſiſting with incredible zeale and conſtancy, 
the impetuovs torrent of euill cuſtomes . and 
all the power of Princes, when it made head 
apgainit God, Wherefore as ſome would hauc 
made 4 ſolemn pompe or shew in 4 court of 
Saint Sophia, before a ſtatue of Eudoxia the 
Empreile , which was at the very dore of the 
Chutch, the Saint torbad them to keepe any 
ſuch ſolemnity there, becauſe the noylc would 
diſtraft the Prieſts that were ſinging and pray* 
ing in the Chuich, and hinder the devine {ct- 
wce.The Empreſie who always kept 4 grucg® 
againitihe Saint, made A finiſter interpreta* 
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to her; and not being able to diſſemble her 
indignation and diſpleaſure ; got the Biſhops 
to meete againe and condeiun Saint Chry- 
ſoſtome , and to baniſh him the fecond time 
into 4 place , where he was like ſoone to.dy, 
as indeed it fell out. Saint Chryſoſtome went 
forth from Cenſtantinople , with great lamen- 
tations of the whole city , >{pecually of lome 
yertuous Ladys, who bore him a moſt ſpeciall 
affe&ion; whom he comforted, and gauethem 
his = cefiring them zot to be troubled 


at that aifii4ion , which God [ent him for bis 

vod ; and exhorted them to perſeuer to the end 
in the holy feare and lone of our Lord.The chiete 
of theſe ho'y women was Olympia , nobly 
born and very rich,who after (he had bia mar- 
ried twenty months , loſt her husband , who 
left ker beth a virgin anda widow. T he Em- 
perour would hauc bad her to marie againe 
with 4 neere kinſman of his, but could not 
perſwade her to it. For ſhe dedicated her ielt 
to the ſeruice of the Church , imploying her 
meanes in rclieuing the poore , and maintai 

ning the ſeruants of God , and particularly 
Saint Chryſoſtome , by whoſe Counſell and 
inſtcuRions ſhe direted herſelue , and for 
whoſe ſake ſhe was alſo baniſhed ; which ſhe 
ſuffered with great patience and ioy for our 


Lord. The Saint writ diueiſe Ictters to her 


exhorting her to perſcuerance,and comtorting 
her in her affliftions. and the Martyrologe ho- 
noreth her for a Saint ypon the icauenteenth of 
December. An other of his clients was Panta- 


dia, widow of the Conlull Timaſius, who allo 


ſerued the Church, and ſuffered much for him, 
The Saint tooke ſhipping for baniſhment, the 
place that he was to goe to was Cucula in the 
confines of Armenia , much infeſted with in- 
rodes of Barbarous poeple. God permitte;} in 
puniſhment of thoie that had conſpired his 
'baniſhment , that from the pulpit , where he 
was wont to preach, there broke forth a great 
fire, which getting vp to the top of the Church, 
was much encrea fed by the wind , and ſparing 
the houſes that were betweene , paſſed ro the 
pallacc (which is far diſtant) where the S:nate 
vſed to be held , and in lefle then three ho- 
ures, burnt and conſumed to ashes all that 
ſtately building, But as the wicked take occa- 
ſion of all things to vent their walice , like 
ſerpents turning all into poiſon, ſo the enemies 
of Saint Chrytoſtome , tooke occaſion by this 
fre, which God ſent them for 4 puniſhment , 
to miſuſe and perſccute all his frenads and well 
wiſhers, falſely accufing them to haue bin 
auQors of it , not that they did belicue it to 
beſo ; but becauſe they were frends of him 
Whom they hated.ltis ſtrange how grecuouſly 
they afflicted and perſecuted them -for lainen- 
ting the Saints depazture and for refuting t9 
communicat with the falle Patriark , whom 
they had-thruſt 1ngo his place, Saunt Chryſol- 


, 
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| tome went with great contentent and ioy into 


haniſhment, becauſe he ſuffered for iuſtice and 
for hauing don the duty of a good Prelate. 
And although he were feeble and wearie and 
hardly vſed by thoſe that conduted him , he 
cealed not for that to haue care ofthe Charch, 
to preach the Ghoſpell, and to conuert. Sous 
les; as may be feene in letter of his to Con- 
ſtantine a Prieſt and, his Diſciple, where he 
ſaith. This letter IT write for to exhort you to do 
what I haue always defired of you and although 
there is 4 tempe# riſen , and a greater yet- vill 
riſe, and the Wauts do mount vp to the clowdes, 
do not therefore negleft your duty , and what 
you baue begun ; to deffroy the. ſuperſtition of 
the gentills , to build Charches:, and baus care 
of ſoules. Let no difficulty nor maliznity of the 
times make you relent one itt. For neither doth 
the rood Pitote leaus the terns in a ſtorme, nor 
the phi/ition abandon his patient that is in dan- 
ger. Looſe not couraze to je: What paſieth and 
befailethws ; for we 5ball not ren ler, account of 
the mischiefe andeuills which others committ, 
but on the contrarie wesball haue & reward from 
God , if we beare them With patience. And if we 
be careleſſe and negligent in his ſeruice ,: the 
troubleſome times ani irkſome aff aires Yv1il- not 
excuſe vs before eAlmightie God. For Saint 
Paul when be was faſt bound in priſon , and 
Jonas in the whales belly, aud tie three boly 
children in the fiery fornace did not omitt to do 
their duty. «Ani fo do T beg that you may alſo 
do ; and labour for the good of the Church, and 
fend me word What hath bin built this yeare, 
and who hath gone forth to cultiuate the vines 
yard of Phenics , and.what hope there is of the 
profit of Joules, Thus writ Saint Chryfoſtome 
being vpon his way to baniſhment , which I 
hauc ictt downe to ſhew the, ſecurity of that 
purc foule ,and how inflamed he was with the 
loue of Go ,fince that forgetting himſelf he 
had his mind wholy vpon God 1n his ſuffe- 
rings , which were {o great during the threeſ- 
core and ten days that he was in his journey, 
that in an other letter he writeth thus ? 7f 
you are imprijouned , bzund with fetters , locked 
up in a dungeon among villains and malefafors 
becauſe you will not conlent unto their extthl ways, 
rezoyce and be glad for that our Lord Will. giue 
you & plentiful reward. «As for us , we are in 4 
manner quite conſumed and withered avay, and 
haue pajſed through many kinds of neath , as 
they can be## tell you who accompanied vs , with 
Yom, thouzh I was deadly ſick, of 4 feauer , T 
Twas not permitted to ſpeake. N,ay in the mid- 
deſt of wy fittr, I as made to trawell in the 
might, not being permited to ſleep? or reſt , and 
Yar in zreat want of all neceſiartes, and endured 
more miſerie then thoſe that dig in metal mines, 
or are kept cloſe im dungeons, When I came to 
Cejarea , J eſteemed it a great daintie to drink, 
alittle fresb water , or totaſt P tit of bread that 
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moſt excellent and deuine treatiſe , wherin he 
proueth that no man can be hurt but by himpelf, 
and demonſtrates it with ſo much eloquence, 
and ſuch pregnant reaſons,that no man cande- 
Nic it. And all this did ſpring from the know- 
lege of truth , and ſetled perſwaſion , that 
there is no true and reall domage , for which 
A man ought to trouble himſelf , but only 
fin , which no bodice commits but by his will, 
3 hereby he endomageth himſelf ,which none 


| ele can do. For all other loſſes of honour, 


health, and temporall life are fo litle confide- 
rable in reſpe& of the harme which is cauſed 
by ſin , that we may well call them fained 
and imaginaric dammages At lc _ the Saint 
arriucd at Cucuſa, where he was kindly zecei- 
ved and intertained by a holy Biſhop Phila- 
delphus , by commandment of our Lord , and 
lodged with Dioſcorus. The countrey was 
very rude and vnpleaſant , and the inhabrtants 
fierce and barbarous Idolaters that adored 
the ſunne and beaſts, expoſed to the invaſion 
of the Arabians, who cuery foote ran un to 
pillage and rifle what they could. Andthere- 
fore Eudoxia baniſhed him thither , for to 
diſpatch him ſoone out of this life. But our 
Lord ordained otherwiſe , and by his meanes 
ave bleſſing and fpirituall life tothe nation, 
he mitigatcd their fiercenes by his many 
miracles, and made them become more pliant 
and gentle by his example and dofrine, and 
ſo great was the fruit which God wrought 
by he , that he iudged it neceſſaric to conſe- 
crate ſeauen new Biſhops, and ordaine many 
more clergic men, tor to take care of the ſou- 
les, which he conuerted. His enemies were 
not ſatished with the crucltie which they had 
vied: againſt him. But to make an end of him, 
and rid themſelues of all care and feare , they 
2aue order to haue him removed from Cucuſa 
to Arabiſſus, and thence to Pitionde , in the 
tuithermoſt part of Pontus Euxinus , and the 
limits of the Roman Empire. In this laſt voy- 
age Saint Chryſoſtome tound himſelf much 


decaied and ſpent ;for thoſe who carried him 1 
to andfro, defired nothing more then to make 


away with him, for to pleaſe the Empreſle. 
And perceiuipg him to be extremly treble and 
weake , they mace him trauell great iourncys 
faſting, and affording him no rett, And if they 
met with an Innc ot good accommodation, 
they would be ſure to patle it by , and lodge 


 jn {ome otherplace where there was neither 


felter nor viftualls. With thete exceſſive and 
continuall-troubles and vc xations he fell into 
4 bigh feaucr, with a greeuous paine in his 
Romach. And yet cuen in this extremity they 
permitted him not to reit , but hu:ried hia 
alcng. The bleſſed man , though he were ſoa- 
3c broken.and worn out in bodic, yet in fpicit 
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| 

There was no Doftor to —_ him, but the 
Apoſtles Saint Peter and Saint John came-to 
viſit him- He had nothing to cate , but theſe 
glorious Apoſiles brought him foode from 
heauen , which ſo ſatisfied him that he felt not 
the want of corporall ſuſtenance. Continuj 

that tedious and troubleſowe journey they 
came to 4 place where the bodie of Saint Bafi. 
lifcus Biſhop and Martyr repoſed:and this Saint 
appearcd to Saint Chryſoſtome , and faid: 
Brother John , take courage and Teionce for ts 
morroVv Yee hall te bith in the Jame place.And 
the day before appearing to the Sacriſtan he 
had faid to him : prepare 4 place = my Broth 
John , that is comming. For this revelation 
and the ſweete foretaſt of his happie end , he 


defired his = to tarrie a while there, which | 


they refuſed to do.But ſoone after they had be- 
gun to go on their way,out Lord forced them 
againſt their will to return to the ſame place, 
where the Saint having received the Sacra 
ments , and given in almes what hehad , and 
comforted ſome of hisfrends that went _ 
with him , cloſed the eyes of bis bodie , 

opened thoſe of his ſoule, to ſee God eternally, 
as he is. He dyed the fourteenth of September, 
on which the Church did then , and doth noy 
celebrate the Exaltation of the holy Croſl. 
And indeed it was 4 fpeciall providenceof 
Almightic God, that fo faithſull 4 fervant df 


ghly honored Chriſts Crofle, and in imitation 
ot him had moſt coutagicuſly Carried his ou- 


fon, and the crowne which we expe by 
umphs of the Croſſe. Saint Tohn Chryſoſtome 


and Honorivs at Rome , both fonns of Theo 
doſius the great. After the death of Saint Chry- 
ſoltome there {ell at Conſtantinople tuch 1 
maruellous ſtorme of haileſtones , that tir 
inhabitants thought they ſhould all haue perk 
ſhed, and foure days [after dyed the vnfortunate 
Empreſſe Eudoxia , that it might appeare, that 
although our Lord permitteth Princes ſome- 
times to afflit and moleſt hisSaints (it being 
ſo convenient for his Maieſties gloric and 
their good )) yet in the end he tyeth thi 
hands, and chaſtiſeth them ſeverely. Socrates 
and Sozomenus fay that thoſe haileſtones fell 
at Conſtantinople , not after his death , but 
preſently after hisfecond baniſhment and that 


dyed in the yeare foure hundred and ſeaurn, | 
when Arcadius was Emperour of the Eaſt, | 


if 


the glorie of the holy Croſſe, who had fohi- þ 


ne, {tould enjoy the merits of his facred pb 


meanes of it, on the ſame day, on which the } 
Church doth ſolemnize the viRories and tri- | 


Eudoxia dyed foure days after , Saine Chi | 


{oſtome yet living. But there is 4 great divet- 
ſity of opinions herein , for ſome write that 
he dyed vpon the foureteenth of Septembel 


and that thirtic days aſter was that miraculous 
| flowre, and atter foure days dyed Eudo*i» 


gthct 


oti. 


Saint Tohn Chryſoſtome Bishop and Door. 


others that ſhe dyed not before three months. 


the 4nd yet others write that S. Chryſoſtome ſur- 
-to lily ; xy- wiued Eudoxia foure yeares. But if thoſe letters 
eſe if 4/21, be tfuc which Cardinall Baronius cites { as 
om they ſeeme to be) in which Pope Innocent 
not the firſt excommunicateth Arcadius and Ev- 
ing doxia for the death of Saint Chryſoſtome and 
hey they humbled themſelues and demanded par- 
afi- don., we muſt neceſſarily ſay that Eudoxia 
int lived ſometime after Saint Chryſoſtome. 
id: Not only Eudbxia , but alſo all the reſt, 
r ts who had perſecuted Saint Chryfoſtome were 
\ -puniſhed by Almightie God. Theophilus Pa- 
nd Pp y Aimig Pa 
be triark of «Alexandria, who had bin the princi- 
tha pall author and:promotor of his condemnati- 
ion on, comming to his laſt agonie, and ftruggli 

he | with death, could notdye, vntill they brought 
vich | hima picture of Saint Chryloſtome , before 
be- which he acknowleged his fault, and did it 
bem great reverence, and then dyed quietly. Saint 
ace, Cyaill likewiſe Patriark of the ſame Sea, and 
CI2« nephew to Theophilus having bin ill infor- 
and 'med of Saint Chryſoſtomes cauſe, retuſed to 

make mention of him in the Maſſe, as they did 

on of other holy Biſhops deccafcd. But he had 4 
ally, vifion , wherin he ſaw Saint Chrytoſtome ac- 
ber, companied and enuironed with Angells to 
NOW drive him out of the Charch , but our bleſſed 
olle, Lady, whom he had ferucd much in the Coun- 
cof cill of Epheſus , prayed S. Chryfoſtome to ref- 
nt of tore him. Hereupon Saint Cyrill confeſſed his 
oht- error, demanded pardon , and ever after highly 
tion eſteemed and prayed him , whom before he 
ow- - had concciued 3 finifter opinion of. And all 
pa the reſt , both Biſhops , clergic men , and 
: by Þ ſeculars that had banded againit him , or were 
the | + acceſlorie to his perlecutionsand baniſhment, 
| tri- | were viſibly puniſhed , andfell into greeuous 
one | infirmitics and miſerics , ſome in one kind, 
wen, , ſome in an other , all by our Lords ſeuere 
paſt | iudgement, Particularly Cyrian Biſhop, who 
"ok had ctyed out the loudeſt and behaued him- 
hry- | ſelf moit contentiouſly againſt S. Chryſoſtome, 
<4 had by chance his foote trot vpon by Marutas 

de | Biſhop of Meſopotamia ; it began preſently to 
perk | eſter , ſo that at kngth they were forced to 
mate | cutt it of, and even the other foote with it , 
that | for the malignant humor fpread it ſelf arid 
ane | infe&ed the whole bodie ; which every one 
cing | looked vpon, as 4 iuſt puniſhinent of God, 
and | revenging the affronts and iniurkes don to 
their © his holy ſcruant. | 
rates | When Saint [nnocent Pope , firſt of that 
s fell © name, vaderſtood what Arcadius and Eudoxia 
tut | had don againſt Saint Chryfoſtome, and that 
that | the Saint was dead , he excommunicated them 
thy | in theſe terrible words. The wayce of my Bro- 
iuet- ther Tohns blood cryeth to God againſt you , 0 
, that Emperour , as did the wayce of Abell the Tull 
mbet againſt the fratricide Cain. You baue not only 
alous n this , but euen in time of peace you hawe 
Jx1as laiſed 4 greate perſecution againſt Chriſhk az | 
thts 


| againſt bis Church. You haue caſt that great 
Dotfor of the World out of bis Throne , Yithout 
cuted bim , and in him leſus Cbift. 1 take 
Xo amongſt the «Apoſtles is enioying God in 
bis kingdome ; (although the loſse be wery grea') 
as F do the ſaluation of your Soules , and tle 
dammage Which all do {uffer , who were main=- 
tained with the food of bis doflrine. Fur not 
only the Church of Con#antinople is d:priued 
of that tongue ſveeter them bonie. But all the 
earth ,whereſoeuer the ſunne shineth,is made an 
orpbane by bauing loſt this admirable man of 
Gol. And the author of all this tragedie was 
A woman. But he vull receiue from God the 
punirbment of ber Yickednes. Then he addeths. 
Wherefore IT , that am the !eaſt of all ; an1 the 
greateſt ſinner , unto whom God bath recom- 
mended the chaire of the great «Apoſtle Saint 
Peter , do ſeparate and cut of from the partici- 
pation of the ſacred and boly myſteries of I:ſus 
Chriſt ,yow and her. «And depriue of bis degr:e 
and dignity Whatſoeuer Bishop or clergie man of 
the Church that hall preſume to adminiſter the 


my letters sball be giuen you or intimated unto 
YOu. eAvd if you do force an1 compell any Prieſt 
to do it , aſſure yourſelf that you committ 4 
greenous - , and thall be accountable fur it at 
the dreadfull day of innigment, when the ſecrets of 
our harts sball be laid open to the view of the 
world , and neither greatnes .pover , or dignity 
sball auaite any thing , but only 4 good conſci- 
ence hall ſtand vs in ſteed. This is the letter 
of Pope Innocent to Arcadius Emperour,who 
humbly demanded pardon for himſelt and for 
the Emprefſe Eudoxia, trembling at the juſt 
| excommunicatian of the vicat of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſubmitting himſelf to do pennance for his 
fault; and to that purpoſe writ ſome letters, 
which Baronius citeth out of the vatican li- 
braric , and out of Glicas , which for to be 
ſhort , I do here emitt. The bodice of Sainte 
lohn Chryſoſtome wastrariflated from the pla- 
ce where he dyed , to Conftantinople , by 
Theodoſius the yonger,ſonne of Arcadius;who 
out of hisgreat degotion,and to make amends 
for his Parcnes fault, and fatisfie the loriging 
defire, which the poepte of Conſtantinople 
had ro enioy the Relicks of their Paſtor; 
- bimſelf atſo hawing bin the child of Saine 
Chryſoſtome , who baptiſed him, and taughe 
him the firſt ptinciples of Chriſtiacs doftrine, 
ſeit the prime and nobleſt Senatoisto bring the 
bodie to Conſtantinople with great pompe, 
folemae mulick , lighted torches ;aud procefs 

| fions, which he gaue otder floyld be made 
| in} every phce , by which the facred bodic 

| was to paſſe. The Embaſſhdouts cathe and 
deliaered the Emperous letters tothe Biſhop 


- and city of Comana requeſting — 


Sacraments wato jou, from the 'time that theſe 


149 


— s 


27. 


examination of his cauſe , you haue perſe- [a N ye 


AR, 


not ſo much to hart the death of Chryſoſtome , + 
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Saint Tohn Chryſoſtome Bishop and Door. 


whom Saint Chryſoſtome had defended, and * 
vpon whoſe ſcore he hed refuſed the Em- 
pieffe entrance into the Church, for having ly 


50 
m——— liver the bodie : but going to take it vp, and | 

27. litingat the cheſt wherin it wasincloicd, they 
IAanv- could by no meanes fiirre it. They acuiled 


{7 np—_ 
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VAI, the Emperour ct it. And he writ a [ctter to 


Saint Chryſoſtome dead , as it he had bin a» 
liuc , 1n theſe texmes. 


To the Dofor of the Yhole Yeorld , nm 
ſpiritual father , Saint Tohn Ci1yſoſ- 
tome Theodeſius Empercate 

Enerable Fitheor, thinking your kogje to 
te like the bodies of other men ho are 
dead ,and being d:ſirous (as good chiliren 
that loue their Parents) to bhaue it With vs, Ye 
gave ager to vaue you taken forth from Where 


- 904 are , and brought hither with the greateſt 


humility an modeſtly that Yeconld. And aut ough 
Wwe commanded it should be don With al hoxor 
and reverence due to your holy perſon , we baue 
nut ottained What Ye defared : perhaps becauſe 
vith the ſame royall pompe ann Fate, YherXith 
we gomene the things of this Yertd, We frejumed 
to menare ſpirituall things and d:uine Wheaes 
fore 0 holy father, fath-r truly Wortbie of all re- 
werence (untu Thom 1 fprake as if you were yet 
4 line) F bumbly intreate you to condeſcend to 
our deſme ; and {eeing you tanght vs all to ao 
pennance; be pleaſed to pardon the penttent, and 
ine your(elf to rhoje who do jo earneſtly nefare 
You ;. and With an khumtle wrffſun accuſe 
tlemſelues of their fins. Aﬀiit! rot ear batts 
With any longer delay. Jn this you Will co 2 thang 
Worthie your goodnes and bounte uſ. es \ aull Cur 
lone and afj ecftion , and even tve onfinence 
Which we haue ia you. For ve 10 n9t only defure 
to ſee and hpzour your todie and hoiy asbes.but 
alſo your very shadowv for the profit and comtort 
of ovr [Soules, This was the iubtiance of the 
Empezours letter , which was put with great 
xeuercnce vpon the Saiat: breait, ail the com- 
panie making bumble requeit that he would 
not retuſe tie Emperovurs prayers ; and pre- 
ſent y, as it he had bin yet aliuc , he let him- 
ſel; be takcn vp , by vertee ct that Lord, in 
whom the dead do tive. The bodie was Carri- 
cd withgicat ſolemnity,all the poeple through 
whole townes and villages it pallcd , going 
forth tro mecte it , for to ſce and honour it, 
and recciuc tauours of God by his merits. It 
arrived at Chalccdon, which is within the li- 
bertie of Conſtantinople , Where they ſtaied 
with it, vntill all things neceflarie were pre- 
pared ſor to receive it in the Imperiall City. 
1] the 1nbabitants went forth to weete their 
Paſtor ; and paiicd ouer that nariow ica with 
an innumerable companie of barks, the skey 
being cleere and the tea molt calnie. The Em- 
xerour xecciued the holy bodic into his owne 

alley. «Ard at the fame time aroſe 3 moit 
Forrmbie ſtorme that |ca'tered all the feete, 


vmivtily ſeized vpon it, The ſtorme being 4 v7 


blowen over in 24 moment, the ſhips wet a- 
gaine ,and the bodice was carried thiovgh the 
city in triumph in the Imperiall charict , and 
rlaced in the Church of the holy Ap ofltles, 
There the Emperovr humbly proſtrated him- 
ſelt belore it, and demanded pardon for his 
Parents, pait;cularly for his mother , and de. 
hed him that he would be pleaſed to make 
that noyle to ceaſe, Which was heard in her 
tombe tor fue and thirty yeares together, and 
was ſo great that it made the Church to ſbake. 
And Thcodotius obtained it by his prayers of 
the Saint, For aficr that time the noyle was 
heard no more. All the poeple cryed out : re 
turn cgame to yur throne 0 holy father. To 
which words the Saint anſwered as if he had 
bin aliue ; feace te Y:th yon. This was on the 
{cavcen ard twentieth of Ianvary in the yeare 
of cur Lord toure hundred thirty eight, and 
the ore and thirtieth of the Raigne of The. 
odches Emperour. And fue and thirty yeares 
aitcr Saint Chryſoſtome had bin the firſt time 
baniſted , :nd put out of his ſeate. On this 
Cay of his tranſlation the Church keepeth his 
tcaſt ,and transferred vnto it the memorie of 
his death ; which , as we ſaid, was on the 
{outtienth of September , the day of the cxal- 


t-tion ot the holy Croſſe, After ſome time 


15 holy body was tranſlated againe from 
Corituntinople to Rome , where it reſteth in 
the C'urch ct Saint Feter, So doth God vic 
to honuur þ1s ſeruants ,and give 4 calme aſter 
a forme to theſe that ſtand cenſtant, and 
hrme , at.d quitt not the ſterne of reſignation 
2nd patience amidit the tury of waucs 
and winds. Mcit Ecclehiaſticall Authors do 
write of Saint lohn Chryſotiome as Caſſiodo- 
1us,Socrates, Theodorns Leftor, Theodoretus, 
Niceph orus,and Suidas.Diverſe Popes and ho- 
ly Fathers Co mzke mention of him , as Saint 
Leo ,znG Saint Gelafivs ; Saint Avguſtine and 
Saint Iokn Dar aſcen. His life was exzQly 
writ by Palzc1us Biſhop , George Pattiark of 
Alexandria, ard Metaphraftes, The Empece 
rcur Leo m:ade an oration in his praiſe, where 
he deſcnibes his life , and Coſmvs Veſtiarius 
yet moze at large, 


LE WXEWHI 
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the galley alone, where the bodic was, ouided. 
Ly Gcd, arzucd at the land of that widow, } 


Saint Peter Nolaſcs:; 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT PETER 
| Nolaſco ; Founder of the order of our 
Lady de Mercede , of the R edeemng 
of . Capttnes. 


Aint Peter Nolaſco of the noble fa- 
mily of Nolaſco , founder ofthe holy 
order of thoſe who redeeme Capti- 
ues, called of owr bleſied Lay de me- 
tede , or of reward, was born in the yearc one 
theuſand , one hundred and ninety , in the 
Dioceſſe of Saint Papulus , between Toloole 
and Carcaſone , in the Raigne of Philip ſur- 
named Auguſtus, king of France. His parents 
were vertuous, and rich, and his anceite:s re- 
'nowned for military glorie. Whilſt he was 
yet an infant in his nurſes armes , when he 
{aw any poore bodie, he fcll 2 crying , and 
the only meaties to quiet him, was to glue 
him ſomething to beſtow vpon the poore. And 
during his childhood , whatſocuer he could 
get from his father and mother , he gauc it 
away preſently to thoſe that werein wanrt.He 
was very comely and beautifull in bodic , bur 
the candor of his foule was yet more prune 
for from his very infancy he gaue himſeltto 
the ſeruice of God , in which he perſeucred 
to his dying day , ncuer ceaſing. to giue 
tnoſt excellent examples of all vertues. His litc 
was meeke , holy, and iuſt. He was wont to 
beſtow A large almes vpon the firſt poore 
man he met in the morning even without 
being asked. As alſo he had a holy cuſto- 
me to riſe at midnight , and goec to the 
Church , there Frans: to be pretent at holy 
Matines. His father dying leſt him , being then 
but fitteen yeares old, heire to 4 moſt ample 
inheritance, and he remaining vnder the go- 
nernmerit of his mother , was, as it was fitting, 
very obedient vnto her, and aboue meaſure 
"obſeruant of her. He was ſolicited by many 
of his fellow citizens, cucn while he was very 
young, to ſettle himſelf in the ſtate of matri- 
monie. But his mind being intcnt to the con- 
templation of devine and more ſublime wat- 
ters, he reſolued with himſelf to leade fingle 
lite; and could nor be drawne from this reſolu- 
tion neither by perſwaſtons of his frends,nor by 
the great meanes and eftate , which he was to 


: inherite.One night being awaked out of (kepe, 


and fitting vp inhis bed to pray,as he was cx- 
crcifing himſclf in pious thoughts, among o- 
ther things he ruminated with bimſclt the 
frequent {olicitations of his mother and other 


frcads to haue him marcic ,and diſcoyricd | 


and uncertaine, and no mortall may knoweth 
When be sball be called to that Loſt tudzment, 
Which we all expe? , in which We are to giue 
an exatt account of all our proceedings , » bere, 
as boly Teb ſaith., we ſhall not be able to 
anſwer one for 4 thouſand; and Vbither ma. 
ny men are d1azged utthrouided andloaden with 
the heauie burden of innumerable fins. There 
being deſpoyled of the beauty of all creatures, 
they are, tormented With the charpnes of all tor- 
ments : and jo for the poſie/ſion of 4 few good, 
things ( if thoſe things are to be eſteemed good 
which areſuch meerly in appearance and yaine 0pi» 
non )they muſt ſuffer innumeratle miſeries more 
greeuous then death it jelf.R iches,uules one makes 
good wſe of them , are rather fevell for wices, 
then inſlruments of wvertues. Beſates low wn> 
cer taine is the poſſeſſion of them,» b+ni they are 
in danger to be loſt at the pleaſure of euery knauc? 
at leaſt you muſt neccſiarily leaue them , whets 
you are ſcarcely Yell ſetled in the poſſeſſion of 
them. And what is the leauty of 4 ſpouſe or Yife, 
but a touely colour With due proportion of parts, 
which is blaſted Yith ene fitt of ſicknes,or boweuer 
by Length of time ts quite extinzuiched ? now 
What 1s more wane then bumane fraiſe and 
glorie , eſpecially if it be compared vith that 
eternall glorie which neither eye bath {cen , vor 
eare hath beard? Why then should it baue place 
tn the catalogue of thoſe things , Whi:h are called 
good? aud for thas this is the t1uth , I zine wo 
eare to flesb, and thood;but am reſolued to make 
beauen my aime, to line ſengle , as do the An» 
gells of God , and with 2 willing mind to reief 
and contemne Whatſoeuer is not ro endure for 
an eternity. And fo inflamed with the loue of 
Chriſt and virginall purity , he obliged him- 
felt by 4 ſotemn vow ncuer to marry, and re- 
lolued to tell his mother in ptaine termes,that 
the Crofse of Chriſt should be his ſpouſe, the poore 


his chiidren, and the grace of God bis riches. For 


thus did he conclude with himſelf. Ft is much 
better to conſerae the beautie of chaſlity and 
crowne of virginity entire and vnſtained , then 
in part to corrupt it. $:all I not do Well to re- 
1:2] the wain hope of chiliren , and embrate the 
things that are certaine ? is it not more Iau- 
Anble to ſubmitt my ſelf from my youth to tho 


| Jeet and light yoke of Chriſt then by addifling my 


Jeif to rhe care of friuulous and tranſitorie thinzs, 
to grov tepid and lanzuish in the loue of Gui? 
With theſe thoughts he roſe out of his bed,in 
which hefat and ftnding himſelf tobe woun+ 
ded by i mction from heaven , humbly pro- 
{trat v pon the ground , he gaue thanks to his 
creator , and jpent the reit of the, night in 
prayer and conucrfation with God, his cham 
ber in the mcane time being filed with a 
fragrant odor of 3 ſweet pertume,no obicure 
fene of the deuine preſence. As he was thus 
inflamed with 4 vehement heat of deyineloue, 

Pp kcaring 


Ft 


| thus with himſelf: the time of this kife 36 thert inhinuni 
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m—— hearing from the mouth of 4 zealous prea- | 


29, 
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Saint Peter Nolaſco. 


cher , thoſe words of our Saviour. That 


IaNve & rich man ball with great difficulty enter in- 
ARI, to the kingdome of beauen , and conſidering 


moreouer how thoſe firit lights of the world, 
the Apoftles,left all things when they tollow- 
e! Chriſt ,and remembring alſo how young 
man asking our Lord , by bat meanes be might 
come to be perfef7, recciued this anſwer:go and 


ſel what thou haſt , and giue it to the -poore ; 


the deuout Peter Nolaſco taking theſe words 
as ſpoken to himſelf , reſolued to diſtri- 
bute the wealth Jcft him by his father, 
among the poore of Chriſt , leaſt loaded with 
the burdep of it, hemight be retarded in his in- 
tended courſe of piety. | 

At this time the Mores and Saracens 
poſſeſſed I great part of Spaine , aud many 
Chriſtian captiues led 4 miſerable lite vnder 
them. In eAffrica alſo there was no ſmall num- 
ber of Chriſtians in bondage. Wheretore 
the boly young man commiſerating the ſad 
condition of thoſe poore captiues, reſolued 
freely to ſpend allthat he had to ranſom them 
out of that miſerable ſlavery. And by the aſhi- 
ſtance of God, ſpending his whole eſtate in 
this work of charity , he redeemed out of the 
city of Valentia, then poſſeſſed by the Mores, 
more then three hundred Chriſtian captiues, 
partly by moneys , partly by pledges and paw- 
nes. At this time be liucd at Barcelona, in the 
court of Iames the firſt king of Arragon.who 
tooke 4 paiticular affefion to him, for that 
Peter had bin his tutor : his life was of 4 Re- 
Igious man vnder the habite of 4 courtier, and 
his converſation was altogether Angelicall in 
the midſt of royall dainties. The candor of 
purity and ardor of deuotion appeared in his 
cycs. The rigor of his faſts , watchings , and 
other auſteritics were clearly ſeen in his pale 
vilage and decayed naturall beauty, But no- 
thing was more conſpicuous in him , then his 
mercy to poore Chriſtian ſlaves, of whom he 
was wont to ſay with S. Laurence : behold 
eternall treaſures which newer faile. The occa- 
fion of his comming to liuc at Barcelona was 
this. After that he had buried his mother, per- 
ceiving the Counts of Tolole , his allies ,fo 
obſtinat in the wicked herche ot the Albigen- 
ſes ( who at that time had ſpread their peſti- 


' lent Coftine in that countrey ) that there 
was litle bopes of reclaming them, he willing- 


ly left his native ſoile and kindred , leaſt he 


might be tempted to adhere to them with 


detriment ot the true Catholick faith. 4nd 
for to attend with more ſecuiity to the falua- 
tion of his ſoule , be reſolued with ſome of 
his ſcruants to lwe at Barcelona, At his arri- 
uall he was entertained very honorably by 
king Iames of Arragon , who commanded 
ladgings to be prepared for him, ſutable to 
Pcters quality, aud woIthic his owne royall 


munificence. Whilſt he lived here, and gaue 
himſelue wholy to the charitable employment 
of redeeming Chriſtian captives, conſidering | 
their ſad condition tor the preſent miſeries 
which they endured ,and the imminent dan- 
ger they were in of denying their faith ; he 
often beſought our Lord with great earneſtnes 
and abundance of teares , to confirme that 
holy work of the Redemption of captiuesin 
the kingdome of Arragon ,and all over the 
world ; and to grant that there might never 
be wanting thoſe , who would perpetually 
deuote themſelues to ſo Chiiſtian an imploy- 
ment. And his prayer was graciouſly heard, 
For in the yeare one thouſand two hundred 
and eighteen, vpon the firſt of Auguſt ; the 
Saint praying , according to his cultome , at 
midaight; the cuer bleſſed virgin Mary accoms 
panicd with 4 beautifull traine of holy virgins 
appeared vnto him,and told him, that zt vas the 
vl of God that 2 ne order should be inſtituted 
wvnder the title of our bleſied Lany de mercede far 
the Redemption of captiues, and that the occu- 
pation and ſiudie of the Religious of it showldbe 
to imitate the example of her ſonne Chriſt Teſus, 
in redeeming Chriſtian ſlaues from wnder the 
tyranny of infidells , ſo , as to be readie, when it 
25 expedient , euen to giue themſelues in exchan« 
ge for them. eMoreouer that the vill of God 
War that he sbowld be the firſ® Brother of this 
new order , and should firſt of all put on the 
boly babit of it. The moſt pious king Iames 
of Aragon bad the like revelation aud appas 
rition of the glorious virgin at the ſame time, 
asalſo had bleſſed Raymundusde penna forti, 
Confeſlarius to Saint Peter , who did not 3 
litle promote his holy deſignes by his pious 
encouragements, 

This order therefore by devine revelation 
was founded in the yeare one thouſand two 
hundred and eighteen, or, as others ſay,twenty 
three, vpon the tenth of Auguſt, king Iames 
of Aragon giving part of his Royall pallace 
towards the erc&ian of 4 Monaſtery ;, when 
Saint Peter Nolaſco with two perſons of 
quality , received the habite from the hands 
of the Biſhop of Barcelona , who to that cnd 
celebrated huly Maſſe vpon Saint Laurence his 
day in his owne Cathedrall ; the king with 
all his court being here preſent , who to te- 
ſihe his beneuolence to this new order, would 
have them beare for their coat theRoyall At- 
mes of Aragon.s, Peter being thus encouraged 
both from heauen and earth in his laborious 
charity, began together with his companions 

with a great deale of feruor to gather the pi- 
ous almes of Chriſtians,therewith more effica- 


ouſly to accompliſh the work he had vnderta * 


ken ot redeeming captiues. Yea oftentimes he 
expoied himſelt to Martyrdom amongſt the 
Moxes and barbarians, through his great zealc 


in extollipg the faith of Chuiſt , and ſolicitous 


enUcar 
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endeauours of redeeming the faithfull of Chriſt, 


| tune to be admitted into his order. S. Peter 
wherof he freed 4 great number from the 


having made tryall,as was fitting, of him , ap» 


> vy- tyrapny of the infidells. By this his charity | pointed a day tor his 1eception.” The day being I 6h” 
al A TW! gained very much aucority not only a- | come the young man care not, but the day after Co 
mong Chriſtians , bat alſo among the very | preſenting himſelf ; promiſed that the marrit ARI, 
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ans: in ſo much that 4 More , eminent for 
his wiſdom and nobility ;as being of the blood 
Royal , moued with his ſo extraordinarie e- 
zxample of charity , embraced firſt the faith of 
Chriſt ,and afterwards the inititut of his holy 
order. The, miſerable ſeruitude of innumera- 
ble ſeruants of Chriſt , groaning vnder the 
tyrannicall dominion of barbarians , drew 
downe floods of teares from his eyes : and 
when he contemplated ſo many citys belog- 
ging to the Chrittians , poſleſſed by the ene- 
mies of Religion , Altars and ſacrifices tram- 
pled vnder foote by the infidell Mores , like 
another Jeremie he broke forth into that ſad 
lamentation : Whence is it that that city is be- 
come 4 ſolitude , which was full of poeple? how 
is it that the prince of prouinces , and the Lady 
of nations is made tributarie? yet when he ca- 
me amongſt the poore captiues , prudently 
Conccaling the ſadnes of his pious hart ; with a 
ſmiling countenance , and comfortable ſpee- 
ches , he confirmed them in Religion , and 
raiſed them to a certain hope ot a ſpeedie 
liberty. But his charity as it was gratetull to 
God and his Saints, ſo was it odious and affli- 
Aiue to the deuills, For when he came firſt 
out of France to Barcelona, turning out of 
his wayto Manreſa, he tooke vp a lodging, 
where he hoped to be moſt privat , and free 
from companie. But preſently ſome of the 
neighbourhood , as they ſaid , out of com- 
caſſion to him as 4 ſtranger, very officiouſly 
admoniſbed him that the maſter of that houſc, 
4 man of no gÞod report , was lately dead, 
and hence rhe houſe was infeſted with night- 
ſpirits ; wherefore they aduiſed him , to auoide 
all inconuenicnce, for to change his inne. He 
gave them thanks for their civility , but told 
them that be deſired to be as private as be could, 
and-was content to make wſe of ſuch lodging, 
as other gueſts were /atisfied with. «And as for 
matter of danger from euill ſpirits he confided 
in the Name. of leſus , and tuition of the bleſſed 
virgin «Mary , the queen of «Angells , and the 
patronage of the glorious eApotle Saint Peter , 
to be ſecure for one night. No ſooner had he 
prenounced the ſacred Names of Jeſus and 
Mary , but inſtantly his officious admonitors 
vaniſhed away like ſmoake, leauing an intole- 
table ſent behind them. And a tar of one was 
heard to exclame in a horrible tone : fy wpon 
thee Peter | whence is it that F could not binder 
thir thy yourncy ! What a World of miſchiefe wilt 
thou do me bereafter | hence our bleſſed Saint 
Icatued courag:ouſly to overcome , and pru- 
dently to detett the crafty guiles of the ene- 
gue, A ccitaine young man Was VCry impor- 


following he would be rearte without faile , but 
then alto excuſed himſelf, and thus procraſti- 
nated his entrance for divers days, ſtill promi- 
fing ,and at the time appointed bringing ſa« 
me excuſc to differ his admittance : to that 
the good Religions retolued at length in caſe 
he ſhould come againe , to ſhut the dorcg 
againſt him, But Saint Peter , bezng then 
forced by indifpoſition of bedy, to keep his 
chamber, forbad them to do fo ; yea com- 
manded that the young man , if Le returned 
againe , ſhould be brought to him; Which 
being don accordingly, he demanded of him 
who he Was , and of What parents. The young 
man anſwered that he vas bortt: at Parma, of the 
noble family of the Fliſcians. «And moreoner , 
laid he, I am alied to Pope Innocent the fourth 
But Frederick the Emperonr comming to Parma, 
out of batred to that holy Prelate , ruined aud 
banished all that had any relation to him, demy- 
liching their houſes and pallaces. Heaice my pa= 
gents dyed in banichment ; and 1 being leſt 
an orphan , and hauing Yandred for ſome yeares 
about the world, and at laſt ond:1ſtanning the 
vanity of tranſitorie things, as 1 vas praying bes 
fore the famous ſtatue of our Lady at Montſer- 
rat , was inſpired fiom heauen to cometo Bars 
celon a,anid put on your holy and cAngelicall bas 
bite, And Why then , ſaid the Saint , do you /o 
differ it ? wherathe being ſomewhat troubled, 
made anfwer. Oftentimes men do take wpor 
them thoſe things throuzh inconſt teration, Which 
afterwards they repent them of, W berefore [ 
thougit it fit to make 4 more mature deliberatio ; 
before 1 wnadertake (o great 4 matter. The 
Saint grauely and ſeucicly replyed no moreof 
this tergiuerſation. F know by Whoſe ſuzgeſtion 
you are retardedin your holy purpoſe and vbo it is 
that ſpeaketh in you.What you told me concerning, 
your extrattion , and cauſe of your banishment , 
Was ſpoken by yourſelf , and is titte: the 16 cas 
me not from you , ——_— the father of lyes and 
of all wickednes, the dewill, by Whoſe counfellyou 
thought to deceine me as you baue deceinedothers. 
Then turning himſelf to his bretheren , there 
preſent , he admoniſhed them of the multi- 
plicity of thee deceits of ſatan , and recounted 
what had happened to himſelf at Manteſa , as 
even now we related it: After this coniureth 
the young man ix the Name of Chri# to 
confeſ$e truly who bad hindered him from entring 
into the holy ſlate of Religion , Which he had 
often dcfired,Wherat the poore youth fell dow- 
ne halt dead to the ground ; but comming to 
himſelf againe , after a deepe fi2hfaid : h3tberto 
there bath tin often ſlandins by me & fellow 
With & griſly locks , ewer and anone threatning, 
ond 
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me,nnnſegerely afmonishing me that 4 Religious 
ſtate is not conuenient for me; and that he will 
tireft me to & conſe of life ,whkerin 1 may ſerue 
God Yith & quitt and contented ming. But 
Then you began to relate What hafpened to you 
at eMynrela, be diſappeared, and 1 jaw kimno 
mores Which maketh me think that it was 
the wer y ſame Wicked ſpirit ,which Would baue 
b.eniled you , and bath hitherto deceined me. 
And being noW free from the ſight of kim me thinks 
I am quite an other man , and find my ſelf 1n- 
flanied Yith an vnonted feeling of dewotion,and 
gn ardent defire of dying in yout holy congrega- 
tion. Which when he bad ſaid, falling downe 
<t the fſeete of the Saint , he bedewed them 
with the abundance ot teares that he ſhcd. 
Saint Peter adiwitted him amongſt the lay bro- 
the1s of bis order , forctelling that ke ſEould 
live in it with 4 great cpinion of fanfity ,as 
he did. Then be adn.on:{ted his Religiousto 
examin well the ſpirit ot Nouices, tor that 
ſomctimes the deceits of the deuill lay hid vu- 
der an vnbiidled teruor , otherwhiles vnder 
a languid ſloathtulnes. 

Saint Peter learned to cure the ſpirituall 
jinfirmities ot others by what he bad iuttered 
himicite. In the beginning of his holy con- 
ucrfion he had this temptation. He was in a 
floniſbing age , and yetby his manner of lite, 
he was conitrained to conuerſe with all forts 
of perſons partly whilſt he was gathering al- 
mes , and partly when he was dittributing 
them : moreouer he was to caſt himielf into 
the middle ot barbarians , giuen ouer to all 
kind of wickednes : all which could not be 
without imminent danger of his faluation. 
Wherefore he began to caſt hiscyes vpon the 
quict and ſecure manner of lite ot the ancient 
fathers , and anxiouſly to doubt whether it 
were not more expedient for him to retire 
himſelf into ſome rock of Montſerrat , where 
being remote from all cares and troubles of 
this life , he nught more quietly attend to the 
ſtudy of heavenly thiogs, and taſt how ſweet 
the Lord of all things is. He manifeſted theie 
his thoughts to Father Raymundus, his Con- 
feſſarius, without whoſe aduice he was wont 
neuer to yndertakeany thing of moment. But 
he told him that thoſe thoughts Were 4 meere tem- 


ptation of the enemie. For although the quiet of 


contempiation Was laudahle and boly , when it 
Yas undertaken by the inſpiration of «Almighty 
God ;.yet the ſtate of life Which he had bappily 
bigun , ſeemed more proper and convenient borh to 
amplify the dewine glorie , and to promote the 
[aluation of joules, as alſo to perfec? himſelf in 
all vatues. Saint Peter did acquieice to the 
aduice of his prudent and pious ghoſtly father, 
and preſently felt 4 great peace , and quiet of 
mind, Yet the enemiie of all good ceaſed 
not to moleſt him by himſclt and others. 


Ceitaine wacked men taking notice of the {ig- | 


Peter Nolaſco. 


| 


| 


gular affetion which the king bad for Saint 
Peter , negleaed no meanes to alienate him 4 
from him. They complayned that bis Ma- ly a 
iefly preferred an extern before has owne ſubiefs, \** 
and conſulted bis moſt WYeighty off aires Vith one , 
that had no other defigne then to relieut a wm- 
pany of poore and bez garly toeple, And Whither 
aid all tiis tend but ro alienate the ming; of 
good ſubic #15 from their ſoueraine ? the king was 
not 1gnorant whence all fuch complaints arg« 
{e, andtkcrefore remitted nothing of his loge 
and aftetion to Saint Peter , though the Saint 
imſetf to cxtinguiſh, or at leaſt not to pro. 
uuke the enuie and malice of thoſe wicked 
courtiers ,came not ſo often to court , as he 
was wont to do; which Saint Raymundug 
pciceiuing con:manded him not to yeeld tg 
tbe machinations of fſpitefull and malicious 
men, butto go with the ſame ſincerity and 
confidence to the king as before. A lite 
after an other ſtorme was raiſed by the nobi» 
lity againſt him , for ſeeing their ſonnes to tol- 
low Saint Peters ſtepps, and to gather almey 
ſor Chriſtian captiues , they complained thee 
he taught their children to turnprodigalls , and 
to inuade other mens riches, thatthey might baus 
the ſpending of them ; and that they tecumetrou- 
bleſume to their parents, by preſſing them always 
to almes deeds; and they went 1o far asto thre» 
aten the Saint. To whom he anſwered very 
modeſtly , and with a finiling countenance, 
that he enticed no todie nor taugbtany bodie tobs 
trowbleſome to bis frends.It is God ho moned theit 
barts t0 afford ſome relief to the captines of Chih 
And that be thanked God that he would makevja 
of youngmen {or this boly work, ben their elders 
choſe rather to promote the ſernice of the deuill 
then of God.Laitly the Procurators and Prefefts 
of alwes houſes and hoſpitaÞk complained of 
him , that be awerted the minds of pious mew 
from them, of whom they were Wont to reins 
large almes , as it the hand of God were ſtre> 
itned,, and could not prouide for them as bes 
fore, and yet allo relicue the neceſſities of cap» 
tives. Saint Peter in the meanc whule with 3 
higher picty implored the help of the mother 
of God, by continuall prayers , teares, faſtin 
and other auſteritics, beſceching her to make 
her deuinc ſonne propitious vnto him. And 
aſter 4 while the cempeſt was ſo happuly al- 
layed , that thoſe who had bin the principall 
oppoters of his holy enterpriſes, now of their 
owne accord offered him their help and aſl 
ſtance. Whervpon the Saint was accuſtomod 
to lay: Jet os teare and praiſe God , who know 
eth how to changethe harts of men. ili 
Thus we tce that neither men nordeuills F 
were able to make the bleſſed Saint breakeof © 
his picus Cefignes. There was yet an other 
thing , which although I dare not call iti 
tentation, yet it had hike to have bin an oc- 
caſion to him of jnterrupgting bis labocious 
Charity 
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nt charity. And it was his deuotion to the Prince cred virgin , otherwhiles to his deare Patron a 
WQ 4 29, of the Apoſtles Saint Peter, whom he honored | Saint Peter. An excellent document to teach 29, 
a Woe ith a ſpeciall picty. Whatſocuer neceſſity be- | vs to haue a ſpeciall deuotion to the Saint, I a wys 
= \adcortulns png _—_— | 
"s UF.x1, fell him from his childhood, he made his re- | vader whoſe proteftion we are put by the art 
"oe courſe to this vniuerſal] Paſtor of Chriſts | name we receiued in holy baptiſme : yet ſo as 
- Church, with ardent prayers and holy teares | we neuer forgett our humble duty to our com- 
vr humbly imploring his :aide. He had alſo de- | mon Queen and Mother , the eger bleed vir- 
of termined before he went {out of France into | gin Mary. I 
_ Spaine , to make 4 pilgrimage barefoote to Many rare examples are recounted of his ver- 
v4 Rome for to viſit this glorious Apoſtles ſhrine | tues, and of the eminent Jdangerrs to which he 
oe and honour his holy Reliks, but he could not | expoſed himſelfto relieue poore flaues ; as alſo 
ot then put in execution his good purpoſe, and | extraordinary miracles, as that he paſſed ouer 
_ muchleſſe afterwards , when he was neceſlita- | theſea vpon his cloake ; and fingular favours 
cd ted by his care and preſence to ſuſtaine the | ſhewed him from heauen , eſ5ecially towards 
he beginning of his newly conltituted order. Not | the beginning of his order. For Angells were 
us was there likelihood of euer baving better | frequently ſeen by himand others,Cometimes in 
to teaſure and opportnnity, new buſineſles cucry | the very habit ofhis order , ſinging the praiſes 
Ws day more then other preſſing vpon him. Wher- | of God and his bleſſed Mother. And our bleſſed 
d at vpon 4 time being foare afflicted , when | Lady did often comie viſibly in the night to 
le publick prayers were ended in the quire , it | viſit the cells of his Monaſtery at Barcelona, 
Ns being now towards night, he retired himlelt | declaring thereby how ſhe doth protec per- 
- into 4 corner ofthe Church , and there began | ſonsdeuoted to her ſeruice, euen whilſt the 
a piouſly to lament and bemoane this his 1ad | ſlcepe. [t happened one nightthat the Brother, 
wr misfortune; and by and by was ſeized vpon by a | whoſe office it wasto call vp the Religious in 
L ſpirituall fleepe vr extafie ; but after I while | the night to. Matines , ouerſlept himſelf ; but 
- awaked by this voice : Peter , althong thos | Saint Nolaſco was vp ; praying in his chamber, 
- haſt not wiſited m4, I now viſit thee. Wherat | and perceiuing at laltthe night tobe far ſpent, 
P opening hiseyes he caſtthem that way when- | thought that the Brother had forgott to call 
* &e the voice ſeemed to come , but could him with the reſt, and in all haſt wentto the 
7 ſee nothing, Wherefore ſpending all that night | Church, where he found a companie of An- 
: in praycr , he beſought our Lord to declare | pells ,finging the deuine office in place ofthe 
4 ynto him the meaning of that voice; The day | Religious : wherby we learn how acceptable 
r following rhe ſame . Na happened vato him | to the Angells they are , that with degotiog 
ly apaine,and he ſpentthe night likewiſe ia pra- | do ling Plalmes , or recite the canonicall ho 
6 er,and taking it tobe the voice of his deareſt | ures. Another night he was eatnettly begging 
, Patron; Saint Petcr the Apoltle , he imputcd | of God to enlarge his order, it being the fa- 
} it to his dulnes that he could not vnderitand | mily of his bleſſed Mother : and with 4 pious 
s the, myſtery of it. On the third night whein | confidence complaining that he who was very 
f the office was ended in the Church , he with- | /;berall towards others ,Jeemed in 4 manner ni 
4 drew himſelf into 3 chapell dedicated to the | gard and Frait handed towards her , there bein 
X dolours of the mcſt bleſſed virgin. and proſtrat | as yet but few <Monaſteries wnder the title of 
, before his Altar , humbly begged to know the | ber *N,ame ; and but 4 fev that embraced ber 
: meaning of what he had heard. And as he was | order. eAnd if this happened for his finns and 
4 deuoutly caſting vp hiseyes towards the pifture | ingratitude ,be beſeched bis deuine «eMaidfty to 
: ofout Lady hc ſeemed toſce an other Altar be- | appoint an other to be ſuperiour , for his aefae 
C fore our ladysAltar,and vpon it 4 crolle erected | Was to obey rathzr then to comman#, And having 
, by men in a ſtrange habit, and ypon this croſle | ſaid this 3 ſhowre of teares run {weetly from 
: 3 man crucified with his head downewards, | his eyes, and he beingrapt into an extaſic he- 
] who ſpoke thus vnto him : Peter not enery ard thele words: Do not feare litle flock, , for 
, deſire of the ſeruants of God is fulfiled in this | your fathers pleaſure is ro giue you 4 kin; domes 
mortall life : this shall be don more fully and | The Saint aroſe trom his prayers with fo ſes 
: bappily in the other bleſſed and immontall Fate. rene and chercfull 2 COUntenance , that a 
! eAcquieſce tn the Will of God: «And becauſe thou | man might hauc read in it a holy confidence 
] baſt ſo greatly deſired to ſee me, contemplate me | which God infulcd into his ſoule. And within 
p nov , and learne kumility from this manner of | tew monthsdiners Monaſteries were founded, * 
erucfixion ; as alſo from the example s Chriſt, | and 4 nume rous multitude of worthie perſons 
: who the night before bis death washed bis ai{- | embraced this holy inſtitute. And indeed he 
l ciples feete. 1t bebooueth thoſe Who are ſet ouer | was ſo powertull with Almighty God by his 
' others to be conſpicuous in this vertue, And im- | prayers, that lames king of Aragon of happic 
| mediatly the vition diſappeared. And Saint No- | memorie, obtained thirty fignall batellsin his 
x laſco filled with an incredible | my loy, | warrs agaialt the Infidells , and broughtto his 
eaue bounden thanks ſomewhiles to the (a- | ſubieftivg the kingdoms of Valentia ; Maiorca, 


k 
, 
k 


Qq 


4 


156 


29 


Saint Peter Nolaſco. 


"Murcia by the prayers of this holy man. But 
particularly the raking of the city of Valentia 


IaNvs> is attributed to his tcares and fighs before 
A&1. Almighty God ;at which it pleaſed God to 


work 3 tamous miracle, For when the aforſaid 
and often named glorious king had beſceged 
the city; Wherin there was 4 great multitude 
of Chriſtian captiues, Saint Nolaſco never ce- 
aſcd importvning the devine Maieſty with pra- 
yersand teaics , to reſtore this formerly Chri- 
Rian city to the hands of the faithſ{ull, and to 
deliver ſuch 4 multitude of his ſeruants , as 
were there detained in an vnmercitull ſlavery. 
And behold there appeared ſeauen bright-ſhi. 
ning ſtars talling from heauen to earth, which 
viſion laſted divers days,and encouraged much 
the whole Chriſtian army , aad at length the 
Genetall of the armie ; Lord william de En- 
tenza, at the requeſt of Saint Nolaſco com- 
manded the place to be viſited , towards which 
thoſe ſeaucn lights were ſcen to deſcend; and 
there appearing nothing aboue ground , they 
opened the earth, andat the fit opening there 
e .haled ſuch 4 devine ſweete odor, that it filled 
the whole field with its fragrancy ; and there 
they found 4 moitdeuout Image of our bleſſed 
Lady vnder 4great bell or brafſle cymball,which 
was 4 ſingular encouragement to theChriſtians, 
and-a preſage of the tuture vitory oucr the 
enemies of God and his holy Mother. In the 
lace where this Image was found the king 
buile a Monaſtery vader thc title of our bleſied 
Lan de mercede del Pach cloſe by the city of 
Valentia ; and ouer the very place itlelf whe- 
xe it had bin found, the Jmage was honorably 
placed,and remaines to this day, very famous 
for an infinity of miracles wrought at it. And 
our Lady defireth ſo much to have her image 
kept ill, in that place , that when the Reli- 
gious bad remoucd it to the high Altar of their 
Church , it was miraculouſly carried back a- 
gaine,which happened not only once or twice 
but ſeuerall times. As ſoone as the towne was 
taken , Saint Peter Nolaſcothruſt himielt into 
the middle of the Chriſtian captiues, congra- 
tulating with them for their liberty , and 
exhorung them to praiſe and thank God and 
his Mothcr for this fingular mercy to them, 
And it was a pleaſant and pious fight to be- 
hold how the holy man was loucd and reſpe- 
aed by the poore flaues , how they flocked 
about him , and followed him , calling him 
their father and Redecmer. 
At length this holy man hauing releaſed 
an infinity of Chriſtians trom the bondage of 
Johidells, and endured tor their fake innume- 


merable iniucies, aFronts, and euen impriſon-' 


amcnt, percciuing that the tune of his diſſolu- 
tion was at hand, calling together his deareſt 
Brothers , and companions ia his mott pious 
and charitable ſtate of lile , with ſweet and 
molt devine words explicated theis holy vo- 
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cation ynto them, and feruorouſly incited them 
to conſtancy and perſcuerance in that ſo me- 
ritorious a work of redeeming Chriſtan capti- 1, ,Þ ? 
ues. Then with his bands lifted vp to bheauen, ,,F* 
commending his foule to God , and con- 
templatiog how Chrit our Sauiour came 
downe trom heauen to free vs from the cap» 
tivity of the deuill, he melted into teares of 
devotion , and pronouncing thoſe words of 
the Plalme : Redemptionem miſit Pominus popu- 
lo ſuo mandanit in eternum teſtamentum ſuum, 
Our Loid bath lent redemption to his porple, 
he commanded his teſtament ſhould be for 
euer ; he departedout of this troubleſome lite 
vato our Lord in the Convent of his order 
at Barcclona, vpon the laſt day of the yeare 
one thouſand two bundred forty nine, and of 
his age fiſty nine. Eighty ſcauen yearcs after 
his death , his bodie was found vacorrupt. His 
order was approued by Pape Gregory the 
ninth ypoa the ſeauentcenth of lanuary,in the 
yeare one thouſand two hundred thirty fue, 
His feaſt was folemnized ouer all his order by 
i bullofPope Urban the eight vpon the nine 
and twentith of Ianuary. But by 4 late ordi- 
nation of Alexander the ſcaucnth. 1t is now 
kept as 4 Semiduble all ouer the Church, 
His life was writen. in the chronicles of his 
order , and by Altonſus Remon, and more at 
large by Francis Zumeil ,Provinciall , and abs 
terwards Maſter Generall of the ſame order, 
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MY Lcxander the Emperour in the 
$ tourth yeare of his raine promuk 
4 geda moſtleuerc and crucll edit, 
2, WW to wit that all the Galileans (for 

SF*S=z8 (© hc called the Chriſtians) should 
either offer. ſacrifice to the Gods , ur elſe. , in caſt 
they refuſed, be put to death. As executioners 
ot this bloodie defigne, he made choice of three 
of his nobles, Vitalis a Count, Baſſus hischanry 
berlaine, and Caius, an other of hisdomeſts 
icks, At this time lived a noble Roman virgin 
cclled Martina, noble for her extraftion, 8 
hauing tox her father, cne that bad binthrice 
Contull;but more noble both for her dignity 
in the Church of Chiiit, being by office diaco- 
neſle, and alſo for her ſingular piety and cm 
neney in all Chriſtan vertues , eſpecially fot 
her charity and mercy to the pooxe. For being 
"73 _/ 
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very rich , although ſhe kept a great family of 
many ſcruants, yet ſhe waſted not her meanes 
in riotous banquets or other vaine expences, 
but with what Almighty God made her ſte- 
ward of, she prouidently and liberally relieued 
the necefiities of the needie. This noble and 
holy Virgin as ſhe was deuoutly praying neer 
3 certaine Church in Rome . was ſcized on 
by ths wicked emiſſaries aboue mentioned, of 
the tyrannicall Emperour: who told her that 
the Lord of the world Alexander honored her for 
her noble birth, as being deſcended of the prime no- 
lality of Rome , and knowing her honor able man- 
ner of life and conuerſation , beſought her that 
she Would freely and without conſtraint off er 
ſacrifice to the great God Apollo, To whom the 
Saint and deligned Martyr replyed that 5he 
would willingly goe along With them to the Em- 
perour : only Vith theu permiſſion she would firſt 
make 4 ſtep into the Church there by, andrecom- 
ment herſelf. to God, and Chriſt his ſonne, and 
the holy Gho#, to the mol} boly Bishop , to the 
jacredpreiſts, and the bleſied flock of the faithjull. 
After her pr. yer, ſhe was condutted to the pre- 
icace uf the Emperour , who commending 
her for her excellent wit and charity , inuited 
her to offer ſacrifice to Apollo , infinuating 
vnto her that he had 4 deſigne to make her 
Ewpreſle by eſpouſing her to himſelf. But 
blefied Martina wiſked him to command her 
to offer an vnbleodie ſacrifice to the all-pure God, 
who made all things out of nothing , that by 
ber oblation «Apollo might be <iſconered, and not 
permitted any longer to rnine foules redeemed by 
hex Lord and Sautonr, and king of all things, 
The Emperour not well ynderſtanding what 
ſhe ſaid , commanded her to be led into the 
temple. of Apollo. Where the Saint hauing 
figned herſelf with the fignet of Chriſt, the 
holy crofſe ,made her prayer to the father of 
glorie, Teſus Chriſt that be would pleaſe to beare 
the petition of his ſeruant , 4 poore ſinner , and 
breake in peeces that blind and dumb 1doll Nhich 
by hidden malice wrought the perdition of thoſe 
that put their truſt in it. Whillt ſhe was pray- 
ing, bchold by a ſudden earthquake the whole 
city was skaken , the blockiſh idoll of Apollo 
was quite broken in peeces, & fourth pat of 
his terwple throwne downe , and with his rui- 
nes were cruſhed to death his Preiſtsand many 
others , whom the Emperour had ſent along 
with S. Martina, to be witneſſes of her (acri- 
fice, The earthquake continuing ſome houres, 
the Emperour himfelt ſoore affrighted began 
to fly; after whom the blefled Martyr cryed 
out : Stay, 0 Emperour ,fbay , and belp «Apollo, 
Who 1s broken all in peeces gather together his 
ſeattered l;mbes , and sbhew the preiſts hat they 
muſt now Worsbip : or rather becauſe bis preiſts 
are alſo ruined , let him faſt saije wp hemfelf, 
and then help them.1n the mcanc time the vgly 
dcuill that dwck ig the idoll , inthe preſence 
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ſelt inthe duſt, cryed cut with 4 hideous voices 
0 Hout virtin eHartin ns, handmade of thegreat 
God who is in heaurn , *hokeer:/} his command- 
ments, thou baſt detected my aetormity , and di(- 
pofeſied me of my habitation , in Which T hawe 


uy wicked ſpirits wunder me , who offered wnto 
me deyly many ſoules of men. 0 alexander, ad- 
. werſary of the Chriflians , thou baſt found 4 
boly ſoule , by which thou baſt driven we into 
bell, and trouzht thy Empire to a «hamefull 
and. The deuill thus bornibly tamenting was 
ſeen by many to fly through the aire in adark 
cloude , who amazed at it admired the power 
of God. But the blind Emperour would not 
vnderſtand it, but commandsthe holy virgin 
to be buffeted on the face , and ber cyebro- 
wes to be torn with hooukes ; which when 
the executioners had con for a long while 
together, being wearicd out they exclamed: 
Wo bewnto vs ſinners | we are rather tormented 
then she. Vnſufferable dolonirs paine vs : 5be 
| like 4 hard anvill feeleth nothing : she buffets 
us. We beſeech thee Emperour , command her 
to be taken ous of our hands , for Wwe ee foure 
men before ber 1x great ſpleugour , w0. return 
the bloves pon ws, which We endeauour to in> 
flifl upon her. eAſſuredly he is the true God, 
Who 2s on her fide , and id wot permitt ws to 
torment: ber, The Emperour enraged againſt 
her tormentors, as negligent in diſcharging 
their office, commanded them to grate; her 
face with potſheaxds : the holy Martina deuous 
tely looking vp to heauen , bleſſed her Lord 
leſus Chriſt together with the father , and the 
holy Ghoſt , humbly befeeching hin to. giye 
patience to herlelf bis loweſt d, an 
conuerſhon to bis holy ſeruice to thoſe who 
tormented her. And behold inamediatly the ya- 
deuided Trinity (which in her holy prayers ſhe 
{o expriclly adored)no lefſe rradie to hears her 
for others them for herſelf , cauted a celeftiall 
light to eauiron her tortugess , who were in 
number about eight;and a voice to be head 
trom heauen which laid:wales ay /2ruant Maze 
tina had interceeded for you ,F would baue flruck 
your dead long before this, But deſirous to kill the 
enemie, and to make you my ſeruants,T haue fpa- 


| ned Jon. And you , daughter , take courage , and 


do not Jeare, 1 am God , whom thou ntgreſt aud 
inuocateſt, 1 Will not forſake thee ; nor Nil} T per- 
mitt the 1mpudent , impions, and retellians de« 
ill to domineer owner thee. Thole who tormens 
ted the Saint , aſtoniſhed at theſe miracles 
fell downe at her fecte , beſceching her that 
through ber interce{j,on they might obt azne pardon 
of Ybas by compulſion and conſtraint they bad 
preſumed to do again ber , openly profeſſing that 
they beleeued , adored, and vorshipped Chriſt and 
him only. «As for «Alexander , althousb thejr 


Emperour in this matter they feared bim not, nor 
Y0ald 


m— wu _— 


avelt theſe ninety eight yeares | bauing ma-' 
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of many both men and women , rolling hin» _. 
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ns Y0u17 they henre im. The bleſſed Martina ad- 
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uiſcd them fincerely and with 4 pure bart to 
beleeme in Chriſt, aſſuring them that they sbould 
bane & plentifull reward in the other world, and 
Should one day know bow litle «Alexander would 
then be able to do , who ſo gloriouſly vaunted 
it in this gropns life. The happie conuerts 

encouraged by Saint Martina repeated with a 
great and holy confidence their former pro» 
tcſhon of their faith in Chriſt , in the face of 
the Emperour , who enraged againſt them , 
commanded them to be hanged vp, and their 

fleſh to be ſlaſhed with knives. The holy 

Martyrs amidſt this cruell torment ſpoke not 

one word, only deuoutly looked vp towards 
heauen , wherat the tyrant yetmore incenſed, 

immediatly gaue ſentence of death againſt 

them, leaſt through their meanes others allo 

ſhould be conuerted to the Chriſtian faith. 

The ſeruants of Chriſt hauing deuoutly 
prayed in this manner|: o Lord of all things 

Teſus Chriſt , only begotten ſonne of God, the 
hope of thoſe. who fly wnto thee, to whoſe know- 
lege we were brought by thy boly ſeruant and 
glorious eMartyr Martina , recezte our ſoules 
in peace , and do not impute vnto vs, what in 
or ignorance and error we committed againſt 
thee ;figning themſclues in the forehead with 

the holy Crofle , layed downe their liues for 

Chrift with all ioy and alacrity , ſubmitting 
their heads to the ſword vpon the feauentecnth 
day of Nouember, 

- Upon an other wy the Emperour cauſed S, 

Martina to be brought before him 3 and not 
being able to perſwade her to worſhip. his 
idolls, commanded her to be ſtripped, and her 
bodie to be cut with sharp knives, The execu- 
tioners diſcharging their bloodie office , the 
bleſſed Martyr appeared white as ſnow , her 
bodie was reſplendent with ſuch a clarity, thai 
it dazlcd the eyes of thoſe who looked vpon 
her; from her wounds did flow milk inſtead 


of blood ; and ſuch a fragrant odor was diffu- 


ſed , as if a box of aromaticall oyntments had 
bin broken, She amidſt this bloodie butche- 
ric ſweetly conuerſing with her Lord, ſung : 
with my woice F bane cryed wnto my Lord, and 
he hath heard me in the combat of my paſſion : 
and ſuch like. And as the Emperour attri- 
buted all to art magick , the Saint defended 
herſclf by telling him : thy father Sathan is the 
prince of all enchanters , and loueth and embra- 


 eeth in his wery boſome all inceſtuous fornicators 


and ſurcerers , and lo then can he fauour me, 
Who coatemn him , and do no ſuch things? and 


added moreouer : 25 God and Saniour Chriſt 


+. 


condemneth to eternall toiments all thoſe who 
do Juch things. And therefore ,oa Emperour, thou 
deſerneſt to be ſoundly tormented , knowing that 
F onetcome thy tortures not by magicall charmes 
and enchantments, tut only and farely ty the 
#ame of C:iſt. The tyrant having not yctta- 


tisfied his cruelty, commanded her ,nakedas ſhe 
was ,tobe ſtretched vpon foure ſtakes, andto 


ſoone wearied out cryed vnto the Empcrour ax 
to free them from their torments , complay- 
ning that the eAngells of God returned the 
loves Yith iron barrs , and that their wery to- 
nes ani flesh were as it Were burnt in 4 fire, 
Tweluec ſouldiars ſucceſſively one after another 
layd heauy blowes vpon the tender body 
ot the holy virgin. ſhe amid all with a che- 
erſull countenance deuoutly praying : my great 
aeſneis to thee 0 Lord , and to the gione of thy 
deity Which helpes me. F haue ginen ny back to 
Howes , and my flesh to torments : nor baue 1 
turned avay my face from greife for thy glorious 
Name. o Lord be not ſlot: hetpe me , tut ſend 
from thy boly habitation , healing for me ,who 
am beaten for thy deity. Eurncnius a very po- 
werfull man with the Emperout attribuuog 
the radiant glory ot the virgin to wich-cratt, 
_ aduice' that ſhe ſhould be ſhut vp inpri- 
on till the next morning, and that hot larde 
ſhould be powred vpon her body , hoping by 
this meanes to dull its ſplendor and clanty. 
The holy virgin ſpent all the night in fioging 
hymnes, and glorifying God. Andthe Angells 
were heard to ſing with her in priſon. The 
morning being come, the Emperour ſent one 
Limeniusa Tribune to fetch her out of priſon, 
commanding him firſt to beſmeare her body 
with larde. Limenius gcing towards the pt 
ſon ſmelt a moſt odoriftcrous perſume , and 
wondring at it asked thoſe that went along 
with him whether they did not perceine it alſo,S0- 
me oi them anſwered that the citizens out of the 

reſpef they bore to their beloued Martina, badcaus 
ſea thoſe aromaticall odours.Others ſaid tLe Gods 

bad appearedpropitious to her.Being come tothe 

priſon, they tound the perfume much ſtronger 

and more fragrant. And Limenius opening the 

frlt gate , ſaw a great light : but catring into 

the next chamber ( for the priſon had many 

roomes) ſuch a ſplendor, as it were lightning, 

enuroned him *, that all that were with hia 
| trembled, and he bimſelt fell vpon the ground 
for feare. But rifing vp againe he preſumedto 
| enter into the third chamber ; where the blcl- 
ſed Martina was ſeated in a Royall throne with 
a multitude of ſtout men cloathed in whute 
about her , whoſe glory dazled the eyes of 
| thoſe that entied in. Martina holding 1n het 
hand a golden table read out ofit thele words: 
Buam magnificata ſunt opera tua Pomint: 
omna in jajuentid feciſti. How great are tl 
| Yorks o Lord ? in Wiſdom thou baſt diſpoſed 
them all. As ſte was brought out of priſon 
before the tyrant , he commanded her to entel 
into the temple of Diana, there to cf er Jac 
 fice to that moſt honorable goddeſſe , as he called 
her. The deuill in the 1doll vnderſtanding 


that the Saint came to tuine him ,cryed ev 
wu 


be beaten with clubs by ſouldiars. But they iy 
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the Saint came to ruine him, cryed out with | 
3 hideous voice ; vo be to ane ! 0 God of heauen, 
whitber «hall T fly from thy ſpirit? fire purſueth 
me from the foure corners of the temple. The » 
Saintbeing entred the temple, firſt hgned herſelt 
inthe Name of Chriſt with the holy Crolle : 
then having reprehended the Emperour or 
Sors%ipping @ blockz3b 2d0lt , Which had eyes but 
[av not ; Eares , but heard not ;hands Lutfecled 
not ; feete , but could not Wwalke ; approaching 
the idoll faid vnto the deuill within it, 6 #ho# 
Which dwelleſt in this dumb idoll , deluder of 
thoſe who ſottisbly ſacrifice onto ther] command 
the that gaashing thy teeth thou goe out , and 
depart hence 3 which wkea ſhe had ſaid , ſhe 
wade her prayer to the cternall God and king 
of all things , w/o droue a Wholl l:gion of dt- 
wills tnto the infernall gulfe , that be would 
plenſe to deſiroy this idoll , made by the hands 
of men ; and by diners punishments make cAle- 
xander know that be Was the true God who 
deftroyeth thoſe that dwell ia idolls , together with 
their Preiſts, No ſooner had ſhe ended her 
prayer, but immediatly thunder and lightning 
with fire from heaucn reduced to aſhes the 


* idoll of Diana , burnt vp the Preiſts of the 


temple , killed a multitude of inhdells, and 
conſumed the right fide ofthe Emperours pur- 
le robe ; blefſed Martina praiſing God ; and 
Ening, glory be to God on high , wbo gineth 
peace to thoſe that lone him , and call upon his 
Name in truth, | 
Aﬀeerthisthe tyrant delivered her toa Pre- 
fident called Iuſtinus to be tormented, who cau- 
ſed her to be ſtietched ypon apole, and her 
body to be cut with ſharp knives , and after- 
wards her breaſts to be torn with iron hoo- 
kes , by which ſhe receiued no lefſe thena 
hundred 'and eighteen wounds ; which not- 
withſtanding ſhe did not ſo much as tcele, 
the power of Chriſt aiding and comforting 
her, as ſheproteſled to the prefident, Her pra- 
yer amidſt theſe torments was. 0 Croſie of 
Chriſt belpe me , for in thee is ſoluatioa. The 
holy Martyr ſtill zemaining conſtant 1a retu- 
fing to worſhip idol!s , th: Emperour endea- 
noured by fairc meanes to ſeduce her ; /Yvea- 
ning ty bis . Gods that be lowed her, profering to 
make her Lay of his pallace , andproctame her 
publickly to be Empreſse , nor Yewld he require 
tbat 5he showld ſamfice ; but only ſay for te ſa- 
tisfalion of the pueple : great is the God Iu- 
Þ#ter , The Saint deuoutly caſting vp hereyes 
to heaven beſought our Lord lefus Chriſt to 
Fjuc her conſtancy in her agony, and then told 
the tyrant,that she had rather be dewoured by ſa- 
wage beaſts (wherewith a litle betore they had 
threatned her) and ſo werit 4 Heſſed and eter- 
aak life ith Chrife , then by yezldinz to bis als 
lurements fall into the ſnare of cteraall death. 
Whcerupon the Emperour commanded a moſt 
kerce lyon that had bin kept taſting three days, 


_ 


to be let out vpon her; but the beaſt Tayin 
aſide its natnrall cruelty, ranto the Saint,an 


her feete, Which the tyrant obſeruing, as alſo 
the Saints conſtant cheerfulnes in all her tor- 
ments , bad her humble herſelf , and confe(l 


| lupiter to be God, for he it was that helped 


her. To whom the holy vi:gin replyed : be 
helped not «Apollo , whom yore lowe fo dearly ; 
nor ad be relteue Diana, both Which by the po- 
wer of Chri## 1 bane anaibilated: how then can 
be belpe me ? The wholl multitude refleQin 

vpon what had pafled c:yed out with 4 loud 
clamour o Ceſar ſaue her whom God and the 
beaſts haue compaſſion ox. Free her by whom the 
Gods are ruined , and by Yrbom God, Wo 
is in heaunen , hath manifeſtcd that thoſe 
Who avcll in idolls were d:wills , Whom 558 
bath made to fly, The tyrant not being able to 
peruert the holy Martyr ſent her back to pri- 
ton, whence attec twodays he called for her 
againe , and carried her to & temple , where 
there were twelue idolls; but preuailing no- 
thing with her , cauſed her to be rorwented 
anew with iron hooks ,and that in ſo grees 
uous a manner, that they pcirced the very bo- 
nes; but her torturers were ſooner wearied 
out with tormenting, then ſhe was of being 
tormented ; they dehrring as heretofore to be 
freed, protefling that the Angells of God tor= 
mcnted them, After this ſhe was caſt into 

great fire: but as ſhe prayed in the middle of 
the flares , there aroſe great Rorme and rem+ 
peſt, which drone the tire from her vpon 
thoſe who Rood about her , whereby many 
were conlumed. The tyrant imputiog all to 
art magick made her head be ſhaved, imagining 
the inchantment to ly in her hair. But this in« 
ucntion alſo not ſucceeding , he ſhut her yp in 
a temple, where there was a Ratue of Jupiter, 
and ſcaled vp the dore with his owne ringe 
Here the bleiſed Saint ſung praiſes to God day 
and night. The tyrant aad his Preilts viſited 

the temple ecery day , but entered not into 

that pait of it where the holy virgia was, for 

that they heard the voices of many Angells 

ftinging with her: which the fooliſh tyrant 

interpreted to be. Iupiter and a'l bis Gods af= 

ſemiled together ,for to admonish and inflrut# 
Martian. But he toons came to learn his er< 

cor: atter ſo-ze days having appointeda great 
lacrifice ot bulls to be made, he opened that part 
of the temple , where the virgin Martyr was, 

whom they beheld fitting in a rich and glori- 
ous throne , with a great gard of molt beaus 
titull aud Rout perions about her , and from 

that bleiled company came 4 moſt tweet odor 
of incenſe. But poore Iupiter was hurled downe 
and turncd inta ashes. Wherat the Emperour 
being horribly enraged gaue a fnall ſentence 
that Martina ſhoald be beheaded. This wag 


moſt gratetull news to the holy virgin ;and 
" prelcntly 
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bowing, as it were out of reverence , kiſſed ] gv-= 
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Saint Martina Virgin , and Martyr. 


—_—_. preſently beſceching ber Lord and Sauionr Teſus 


| 30. 


Chriſt , for whoſe cauſe she had ſuſſered , to re- 


I any cine her , though 2 ſinner , into his glory , ſhe 


ARKRI, 


happily ended her life by the ſword : and the- 
re was heard by all the poeple a voice from 
heaven , inviting her in theſe terms. Martina, 
Who haſt fought waliantly for my name, enter 
Yith all my Saints into the kingdome of heauen, 
there completing thy confeſſion. To day shalt 
thou be With me in Paradiſe : At the hearing 
of which voice the executioners fell downe 
dead; and the whole city was terribly ſhaken 
with an earthquake ; wherupoen two thouſand 
and thirty ſoules contefied Chrilt. 

Now if any one take notice of 4 very gre- 
at ſimilitude betwixt the paſſion of this blefſed 
Martyr, and ſome other primitiue virgin Mar- 
tyrs, he hath no reaſon therefore to queſtiop 
the truth of the ſtorie , or confound them 
together , as if there were but one vnder dit- 
ferent names. For if he diligently conſider 
all the circumſtances of their glorious ſuffe- 
rings, he will find them to be ( as one ſaid) 
a1 femiles familes , quales decet eſſe ſorores : alike 
as is fitting ſiſter Martyrs ſhould be ; yet fo 
vnlike, as he will cafily ſee they were not 
the ſame, And if Chriſt our Lord would haue 
many noble and tender virgins ſuffer the ſame 
vaheard-of paines and torments for his glory, 
what can we elſe infer thence, then that his 
defigne is, by a cloud of vitneſies, by a whole 
army of valiant invincible virgins to contound 
and (if it be poſſible ) to cure the delicatnes 
of the ceffeminat vamortified age , into which 
we are fallen ; by whiſpering into the cares 
and harts of all , who will deuoutly read or 
heare their victorious Martyrdom : poteſt ia 
dT illa? o7' tu non potes ?can this , and not 


this , but this and that, and the other, and many | 


more tender virgins ſuſſer , and ſuffer with ala* 
crity moſs cruel} torments for my ſake ; and thou 
effeminat man, Who boaſts thy ſelf of the noblenes 
of thy ſexe, canſt thou ſuffer nothing at all for 
ame? 

The birth day of Saint Martina in all an- 
cient Martyrologes is commemorated vpon 
the firſt of lanuary , but her teaſt is now kept 
as 4 {emiduble vpon the thirtith. She accom- 
pliſhed her Martyrdom, according to Baronius, 
in the fourth yeare of Alexander Empciour, 
and the two hnndred twenty eight of our 
Lord. Her lite is taken out of an ancicnt ma- 
nuſcript in the Imperiall Monaſtery of Saint 
Maximus at Trcuers ; there have writen ot her 
Monbritius, Ripatorius, Surius, Syluanus Roz- 
zius , and others. But that which aboue all 
confirmeth the authentic: .1cs of this relation 
is , that there is nothing herein recounted 
concerning theSaint,but what is 1 breite ja the 
leſſons of the Roman Breuiary , commanded by 
publick authority to be read on her feaſt by 


the whole Church, Marklius Honoratus a Pre- | 


iſt of the congregation of the oratorians,who ; 


hath writen the life of Saint Martina, together 10 
with the late Inuention of her holy body, re. [4y | 


counteth out of ancicnt monuments of the 1 
Vatican : that the body of the blefled Martyr 
lay two days vnburied , votill the Biſhop Ri- 
torius, admoniſhed by a certaine Chriſtian that 
lay hid in the grotts for fearc of the perſecution, 
came together with him to the place where 
the ſacred corps were expoſed , which they 
ſound garided by two cagles , one at the head, 
the other at the fect: and her bodice did ſhine 
with ſech a luſter that it wonderfully comfort- 
cd them : an cuident argument of the great 
grace and fauour of the invincible Martyr 
with God, They buriedit privatly celebrating 
with praiſes the triumph of God in his holy 
virgin, The Chriſtians ere&ed there a Church 
ſacred to the honour of Saint Martina , which 
was famous for the deuotion of the faithſull, 
Preiſts being conſecrated vader that title, de- 
cently there to celebrat the deuine myſteries, 
Afterwards Saint Anterus Pope , admoniſhed 
trom heauen, tranſlated this pretious treaſure, 
together with the holy bodies of the Saints 
Concordius and Epiphanius Martyrs, enterred 
in the ſame place,into the city of Rome, where 
they were latcly found, The manner of the 
Jauention is writen at large by Marſilius Ho- 
noratus, who, as he teſtifieth ,was an cye wit- 
neſle of it. In breife it happened thus. Vpon 
the fiue and twentith of Ofober, in the yeare 
of our Lord one thouſand fix hundred thitty 
foure ,as they were digging 1n 4 Church at 
Rome, anciently dedicated to the honour of 
Saint Martina, to make a ſepulcher for a benc- 
taftor of the ſaid Church , they diſcouered an 
old wall , which when they had broken 
through, there appeared an carthen cheſt or 
cofhin, in the end wherof towards the weſt, 
was the head of Saint Martina , in 4 veſſell of 
brafle , amidſt a multitude of bones , which 
clearly appeared to be the bones of ſome tens 
der virgin. The skull alſo by the ſeame of 
it, was cuident to be 4 womans. Amongſt the 
bones was a tablet of lead , in which what 
was engrauen could hardly be read. Theſe 
bones were ſevered from the bodies of the 
Saints Epiphanius, Concordius, and their com 
panion by two planks, one of catrth , the 0* 
ther of marble, in which was a latin inſcrip- 
tion, which in engliſh is thus: here ref the bodies 
of the boly e Martyrs, «Martina virgin ; Con* 
cordius , Epiphanius with their companion. Tie 
reſt of the cheſt was filled with a great mul- 
titude of bones, and two heads : and aſter 4 
more narrow inipe&ion there weie found to 
be two bodies, and part of a third, Thelc ats 
the bodies which having bin found in the 
way Oſtia, together with the bodie of Saint 
Maitina were tranſlated, as we ſaid, by Pop® 
Antcius into the city ,as appearcth outof the 
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Saint Martina Virgin and Martyr, 


ancient manuſcripts of the vatican. Vader this 
cheſt was 4 place of equall capacity bounded 
* with two walls, in which were found many 
bones , but moſt of them turned to duſt wi- 
thout any inſcription. Six days after was ta- 
ken vp the Altar-ſtone which couercda mar- 
ble ſepulcher , in which were found two glaſle 
reſell in forme of great lampes, and both of 
them couered with thin plates of lead. Upon 
one of them was a little tablet of black lo» 
nc, in which was carucd this inſcription, 


The body of Saint «Martina 'CUirgin and 
Man tyr , and the bodies of Saint Concor- 
dins and Saint Epiphanius Martyrs. 


In this veſſell were found ſome peeces 
of bones with ſome iuyce of marrow, toge- 
ther with ſome particles of fat , ſtill retaining 
their naturall whitenes. In the bottom of the 
veſſell was a tender bloody matter much in 
the forme of a hart. In the other veſlell, but 
with out any inſcription was part of a foot. 
Without the veſlells vpon the floore of the 
ſepulcher , were found certaine litle bones , 
little peeces of 4 vaile, turned to duſt , anda 
little woodden Croll, carued very artificially 


161 


with a hole in the vpper end of it ,not atall ca 
| corrupted. Theſc Relicks being publick- 30, 
:y expoſed vpon the high Altar to the vene- 1 a » y= 
ration otthe pocple, with conucnient decency a & 1. 
and ornaments , were vpon the cight ind | 
twentith of Nouember viſited by his Holines, 
Vrban the eight, accompanied with the Car- 
dinalls, Spada , Francis Barbecin , and many 
other great perſons of bothorders,Ecclefiaſtick 
and ſecular, Moreover his Holines to encreaſe 
the deuotion of the poeple, granteda plenar 
Indulgence to all that ſhould” piowſlly viſe 
the ſaid Relicks betwixt the firlt and ſecond 
veſpers. And no doubt wholocuer in 'com- 
pliance with the prouidence ot Almighty God, 
which doth not obſcurely inuite all mien to 
a ſpeciall veneration of his holy Martyr Saint 
Martina , by this late manifeſtation of her 
holy body, ] ſay, whoſocuer hearing this voice 
of Gods providence , $shall Religiouſly vene= 
rate the ſpirituall Relicks of the tad glorious 
Saint , her innumerable and incomparable 
merits ; her piety , charity, conſtancy, and pa» 
tience , by humbly preſenting them to Almis 
ghty Cod, and cadeauouring to imitate themes 
{ball not taile to receiae a very fignall bene- 
dition fram hers and our common Lord, 


Chriſt Iclus, Amen. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT IGNATIVS BISHOP 
= and Martyr. 
43.4. S the water that is | enlighten that countrey with the Goſpell, 
7/1 ncereſt tothe fountai- | But wheras they fay chat Saint Martialis was | 
FEz ne, whence it riſeth, | ſent into Germanic, it is a miſtake ; for it is | 
<8 is clecrer and purer, | certaine that Saint Mattiahts was ſent by Saine | 
then that of rivers, | Peter into France, preached there, was Biſhog | 


which is far from the 
FI NW-2\ No {pring, ſo the w_ 

I2\ 1/07 [AS whole conucrſation 
SE >Qi/=<p2=/ was ncerer to Chriſt 
our Lord, the pureſt and clecreſt ſource of all 
ſanity, were more feruent and more inflamed 
with his loue. This we find to be trucin the 
Apoſtles, in the ſcaucnty two diſciples , and 
in the firſt Saints that imitated lim, and were 
nouriſhed with his heauenly do@tiine, Who 
were {o remaikable for all kind of ſanity , 
that they ſeemed to be rather Angells then 
men. Amongſt theſe was Saint Jgnatius , diſ= 
Ciple of Saint lohn the Euangelift , lo burning 
with the loue ot Chriſt , and fo defirous to 
looſe his life in his ſervice , that he was de- 
{eruedly Riled d:ifer , and Chriſtifer, one that 
carrieth God ,.carrizth Chri# in him. His lite 
is gathercd out of Saint Irenzus, Saint Jerome, 
Eulebius Cefarienfis , Simeon Metaphraſtes, 
and e{veciaily out of hisowne epilties,yherin 


%. 


of Limoges, and conuerted the poecple of As 
quitaine to the faith , as Baronius writeth, 
and faith that in the opinion of ſome authors 
he was the boy , who had the five loaucsand 
two fiſhes, vith which our Lord ted fine they- 
tland men. Buttoreturn to Sainr Ignatius, he 
was {{ miliar with curLords diſciples,and very 
intimate with Saint Lohn the Evangelit, and 
was companion and fellow diſciple withSant 
Polycarp Biitop of Szoyrna, which is a greatto« 
; kenot his rate ſanCtity, in conhideration wher- 


| of , be was made Biſhop of eFatioche, and plz 


ccd in the chaire , which Saint Pererbad fatt 
in. He perſormed in all things exadily the duty 
ct a gool Paſtor, He comforted the aflicted, 
viſited the fick, inftrufted the ipnorant, prea- 
ched continually Iclus Chriſt, notwithſtanding 
alithe oppoſition the Gentills could make ; and 
lcd vpon eartha heavenly life following exad- 
 Iy the 4poRtolicall doctrine, and manifeſting to 
\ all the ineftimable treaſures, which we hayecin 


the Saint hath drzwne himfcli co the lite, And | the myBfteric of the Crofle of our Saviour, He 


is in this manner. In tke time of Traian Em- 
rerour, Saint [pnatins was Biſhop of Antioche. 
He ſucceeded Evodius, and Evoutus Saint Pe- 
eer. Nicephorus and Mictaphraites fay that he 
was the child, whom our Samiour tocke into 
bis bleſſed atmrs , and placing him in the 
middeſt of his diiciples , told them ,i54t they 
Tere to become like that little one, if they ould 
enter into the kinzgoe of beanen. 10d that 
from that time Þþe was ced:cated and conte- 


Authors are of opinion , that tie child taken 
vp by our Saujour was Saint Mataius Many, 
whom Saint Petes icat into Gemanze , 1G 


| 

| 

| 

K | 

crated by our Lords owne hands.Fhough cther | 


hag cnce a mzruciious viſion , as is recorded 
by Euſcviys, Socrates, and Baronius ; for he 
ſaw a great multitude of Angells in diflerent 
Quires, ringing bymngand praiſes to the bleſſed 
Trinity, and 11 imitation of them he inſtituted 
theike manner of finging in his Church of 
Antioche , which cuſtome vas afterwards £c- 
ceived by uther Churches, 

About this time "Trwiane the Emperour 
bazing got great victories againſt Decebas 
lus king of Dacia , came to Anticcic, 
wheie he was told 15at Zzxatins publichly pro 
Limpelf a Chiiftion, and preacied that Ne* 
Jus Chiijſo eas the vily tire Gor , and to be 
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Saint Ignatius Bisghop and Martyr. 


ww adored . and inuited men to virzinity , and cont 
wT- tinene. t0 the contempr of riches , and martift- 
EE BKV* cation of the ſenſes, and wilified the Roman Gogs, 

Ke os falſe, waine , nnd not rorthe of any honor or 
”. wWorsbip, This incenled Traian; who ſending 


763 
nes to perſuade him by promiſes or. threats, . ____ 
but finding that 1t was as caſte to ſhake a vaſt 7, 
rock as to moue hun; gave order that he ſhould p; zz ye 
be ſent to Rome,and there executed according, , g1, * 
to the tentence giuen againit him., ypon ſome, * ** 


Te. 
CO TOE Oe HI = 


for the holy Bishop ſpoke thus vnto him. 


eAre you Tenarins , Tho ca!l yourſelf deiler, 


and the ringleader of thoſe that deride the Empe- 
ronrs,6n1 Will not acknovlege for Gods thoje that 
ve adere? | am Janatins ( laid the Saint ) and 
am called deifer , becauſe F leare engranen in my 
foule Teſs Chriſe , v%0 18,ny God. What ?( re- 
plycth Traian ) aa 10 you mot think , that we 
bane aljo impriated in our minds the 1unmortali 
Gods, that they may fauour vs in our great de- 
ſignes ? then the Saint anſwered, Sayzor ſo ,0 
Emperour , #or call theſe dumb ſtatues Gods. 
There is but one true God , who is creator of 
heauen and earth, the ſea , and all things that 
we ſee ; and Lis only (onne Teſus Chrif?, who ma- 
te himſelf man for lone of men. Whom if you 
Aid know your Empire Yowld be ſure and [afe from 
all dangers ; for he would ſecure your crovne and 
ſeepter ; by ziuing you great wiftories oner all 
Jour enemies. Let vs leaue of this diſconr/e (ſaid 
the Emperour ) but if you Will do & thing moſt 
pleaſing to me , and aduantagions to yourſelf, 
come, ſacrifice to the immortall Gods, For 1 pro- 
miſe to haue you always for my frend, to make 
Jon great Tnpiters Prieſt, and to honour you 
With the title of the father of the Senate.Saint 
Ignatius anſwered. F kzow ful well that We are 


#0 be thankfull to all men, and much more to 


eat Princes , when they offer ws toeir grace 
and fauoar mhith is 4 thing of great conjequence, 
and highly to be eft:emed. But if that which they 
offer be pernicious to the ſoule: inbappie is he that 
effereth or gineth it ; as he is alſothat'deſireth 
or accepteth it, eAnd of this nature is the thing 
Which you do nov ioffer and preſent wnto me. 1 
am 4 Prieff of Fejus Chriff , unto Xhomn 1 40 
adayly offer ſacrifice. eAnd do now defare to Jacri- 
fice my ſelf unto him ty dying for bim , as be 
dyed for me. At length aftermany words which 
palled berween thein concerning ourholy faith 
and the adoring of tall e Gods , Traian offen- 
ded with the courage and liberty wherewith 
Saint Ignatius ſpoke to him , and derided his 
Gods ; and deſpairing to mollife that inuinci- 


ble breaſt , armed with the ſpirit of God; gaue 


ſentence againſt him : cþat he sbould be led to 
Rome , and there in the theater be expoſed to 
Lyons , as' 4 contemner of the Emperours laws, 
and blaſpheamer of the immortall Gods. And the 
ſentence was approned by the Senate, which 
Iudged it fit that Jgnatius ſhould be put to 
death far frora Antioche, that he might ſuſter 
the more in ſo long and tedious a 10urncy, tor 
the great terror of all the pocple, and that the 
Chriſtians might not get his bodie,to honour 
and reverence it. The Emperour ſpoke againe 
Vith Ignatius to tryc if there were any wca- 


great and fcſtwall day. What man did cuer 
reioyce ſo much at the ynexpe&ed newes of 
hs pardon and libertie ; after he, had piged 
away ſome yearcs in a hard and loathlome 
priſon, expe&ing hourely the hangmans Rroke, 
as d1d Saint Jgnatius retoyce and. cxalt tor 
this ſentence uf death 2 all the faithfull of An- 
tioche were bathed 1n teares and he-was ſwim 
ming in ioy. The ſheepe bewailed- the lofle of 
their Paſtor ; and he comforted and encoura» 
ged them, defiring them to pate all tbeir con« 
fidence in their eternall Paſtor ,vbo newer aban- 
doneth his flock, Then giving them bis bleſſing, 
he tooke his leaue of them, recommending his 
Church with many teares vato our Lord, which 
with great ſanity aud vigilancy he had go- 
ucrned for the ſpace of forty yeares. He put 
his 1ons on, himſelf, and with 2 cheertull and 
ſexene countenance deliuered himſcit vp vato 
the officcrs and 1ouldiars , that were to haue 
charge of him; men without putty , barbarous, 
and rude; and withall ſo couctous that to draw 
money from the Chriſtians , they treated the 
Saint moſt roughly , abuſing the liberality of 
the faithtull , who gaue them whatſoever 
they asked, tor to-redeeme Saint Ignatius from 
vexation. He weat as faras Sc:!cucia by land, 
and trom thence by Sea to Smyrna , where 
Saint Polycarp was Biſhop , his ancient trend 
and {chooltellow. They receiued great com- 
forc to ſee and imbrace one the other , bur= 
ning with mutuail flames of deuine charity. 
And Polycarp wept tor that Ignatius got the 
{tart of himn,and went to enioy God by Mar= 
tyrdome betore him. All theChriſtians of Smyr= 
na came with much deuotion to fee him , to 
heare him diſcourte , to quicken their faith 
an] kindle th*ir harts by his example. They 
craued his blefſing, caſt themſeluesat his feete, 
kit his hands , cloaths, and ſhackles that he 
wore , and looked vpon him , as on 4 lively 
picture of Chritt. Thoſe of Smyrna were not 
alone in this deuotion , but all other , eucre 
the moſt rexaote Churches of Aka , ſent their 
Biſhops andclergie to viſlite him , as the ſpiri« 
tuall tather and maſter of them all. And he 
perceiving that they all vept as he parted with 
them, requeaticd them to pray for him, that he 
might obtaine Gods favour to be quickly torn 
in peeces by wild beatts, and that they _ 
not ſpare him , as they had don ſome other 
Saints. And tcaring that the Chriſtians at Rome 
mizht by eatreatic and prayers get bim repti- 
ued, orthe fentence of hi; death and Martyre 
dometo be reucked , he writ them a letter, 
wherot S. lerome letteth cCowne a part , but L 
wil put it ſomewhat more at jaige for i 
S$ ſcemeth 


364. 


ſeemeth to me' not poſſible topaint with more 


a= liucly colours the devine fire, which was bur- 


- ning inthebreaſt of this Saint,and d1d wholy 


inflame him-then by his owne words. f gie to 
wnderſtand (faith he) and write to all Churches 
that 1 dye ioyfully for TeſusChriſt,if you 521nder me 
not. F beſeech yon, let not your good will towards 
me proue preiudiciall unto me. Let me be torn 
by beaſts" ,that they may condu#! me to God. | 
am the wheate of God , to-be 'grinded with the 
feeth of ſauage beaſts ,that 'F may become White 
bread, worthie'of Teſus Chriſt, yout ought rather 
to pronoke" the beaſts and flirre rhem wp againſt 
me that they may wholly denoure me , and become 
my ſepulcher, without leauing any part of my bo- 
Hie, for T shall then become 4 true nijciple of Chriſt, 
when the world shall hawe nothing left of me. 
Pray to him for me, that by this meanes I may 
become & 'pwre oblation. T do not command you, 
as Saint Peter, and Saint Paul. For they were 


«Apoſtles, and 1 am miſerable ; they were free, 


and I a ſlane. But yet ,if you pleaſe, 1 shall 
be ranſomed in Chriſt, and made free in him. Naw 
that F am condemned , 1 learn to defire no 
perishable thing. In this my iourney from Sy- 
zia to Rome ,1 am fighting by land and by ſes, 
by day and ly night , being tyed in the middeſt of 


ten leopards ; that is to ſay , ten ſouldiars [ent | 


to keepe me ,(o barbarous ,that the more benefits 
Aa man beſtoweth pon them, the worſe aud more 
crwell they are. But their cruettie iz mytnſtruc- 
tion ;.yet bereby I ammnot iuſtificed. all my Aefire 
is that the beaſts be very hungrie , and 1 in the 
midieſt of them,0 that T may haue them to my 
wich, and that they may ſoone denoure me. I 
would not hawe them denle Yith me, as theybane 
fon Vith others, Whom they bane not darei to 
z#ouch. But if they sball refuſe to ſet wpon me , 
F will -go to them my ſelf , and vill intice them 
and prowoke them , that they may venture tofall 
wpon me and eate me quickly. Pardon me ,my 
bretheren, for 1 kaow What f ſay and Yhat is 
good for me. Now I begin to be 2 diſciple of our 
Lord deſiring nothing that 1s ſeen in this world, 
but valuing it leſſe then duſt , that I may come 
89 embrace Teſus Chriſt my Sauionr. fire, croſſe 
beaſts , breaking of my bones, quart ering of my 
members , tearing and renting of this miſerable 
bodie , and all the other torments ,that the denill 
can inuent, let them all come pon me , only that 
I may enioy my Teſur. Nothing of this world 


 #oth gine me content , though the command and 


empire of all the earth were off ered me,it would not 
amoue me , for it is far better for me to ye for 
Chriſt, then to be king of all the world. I ſeek, my 
Lord, ſonne of the liuing God and the father of my 
Lord leſus Chriſt ,1 make after bim that ryed, 
andis riſen againefor vs.paydon me,hretheren and 
be not my binderancein this way of life, for leſus 
is the life of the faithfull. Do not go about to 
binder my death, for that to line vithout Chriſt 
#s t0 15 A death that hath no life, If Iintend 


- Saint ſgnatius Bishop and' Martyr. 


to belong to God, 1 can not pleaſe the vorld. Let 
me 70 to the pure and cleere light .\f 1 can arnue 
thitherl shall be 4 man of God. Be content that 
I izzutate the paſſion of my Lord, And againein 


Fr 


” x 


ft 


the ſame epiſtle. 7 deſire delights , but nat of this "Wh | 


world , but of the bread of Gog. | lou? the heg- 
wenly bread, the bread of life , Which is the flesh 
of leſus Chriſt, ſonne of the liuins God. His blood 


Ho | defire to drink, , who is the incorruptible 


owe, and eternall life, I Would not line the life 
of men , aud this TI ball obtaine , if you hinda 
me not. am crstcified with Chriſt , tor it is nat 
I that live, but Chriſt liueth in me. If you will 
permitt me to ſuffer for leſus Chriſt , it Will be 
a teſtimonie that you loue me ; and if not, a ſirn 
that you bate me. All this is out of Saint 1g. 


natius his epiſtle to the Romans , where he | 


de:lareth ſufficiently the defire: he had to dy 
for Chriſt , and that he thought it death to 
live without hin. Carnall men vaderſtand not 
this language, nor euen ſpirituall men, valeſſe 
they be very feruent inthe loue of ourLord, 
A man muſt have a heaucnly and deyine ſpi- 
rit, to heare this mafick , and vnderſtand the 
language of Saint Ignatius , which is mote 
thea human, Forcertaine itis that euery thing 
keepeth & reliſh and ſauour of that whence 
it floweth, Deuine tbings haue the ſauour of 


' God,and earthly things of the carth.For totalt 


and reliſh God, our palate muſt be as pureand 
free from all other taſt as was that of Saint 
Ignatius. He pafled on his way by Macedonia 
and Albania , and through other prouinces,, 
with much labour and trouble , and wonder- 
full edification of the faithfull , incouraging 
them in their affliions, inflaming them with 


the loue of God by his example , and exhor-, 


ting them to perſeuer to the end, He vikited 
the Churches , writ epiſtles to Biſhops and 
Prelats, and to the Chriſtians, that were vn- 


der his charge infinc hauing paſſed by Puloll 


neere Naples ; he arriacd at Rome garded by 
the ſouldiars , who had brought him all the 
way ; who now reſigned him vp into the 
hands of the Gouernour of the city, with the 
Emperours order and ſentence of execution. 
But the Gouernour expected a ſolemn day tor 
to bring him forth vpon the theater, The Ro» 
man Marttyrologe faith that Saint Ignatius its 
dured many other torments before he was cx 
poled to the beaſts , and Saint Ado in his 
——_— addeth that they bruiſed his bo- 
dic with whippsarmed with leaden plummets 
tore the fleſh of his ſides with iron hookes, 
and rubbed them with flints and ſharp 
ſtones , waſhed his wounds with ſalt and vi* 
neger, and kept him three days in priſon with- 
out cating or drinkiug ,and putt him to mal 
other horrible and crucl torments. After which 
they brought him to the beaſts. 

The Saint centred the theater , with 2 
generous courage, and fercne and cheertull 
counr 


: 


: 
8 


"Saint I nations Bihop and Martyr: 165 


: _ ...-"! countenance , for that he went to ſuffer for ] S. Ignatius his, wherin the Saint doth marue- 
: Cbriſt;and ſeeing that all the city was there al- | louſly pairit out the face cf the Catholick Mi 
IN (ol fembled and fixed their eyes ypon him, he ſpake | Church in his tiaze, and repreſentethin lively Fraryy 
FRY” thus: do not think (oyee Romans, bo arepreſent | colours the manners and behauiout of Chri- j'' I; 
BY atthis JpeBacle)that T am condemned to the beaſts | ſtians that lived in that golden age, the Eccle-  - 
, for baning committed any crime or offence ,2»- | ſiaſticall diſcipline and Apoſtolicall traditions: 
F worthie my calling. but only that I deſire to toyne exhorting all with much feruor to reuerence 
. , and wnite my ſelf to God , after whom 140 vn | and obſerve them, as things ordained by God 
Ne ſatiably thirſt. Whilſt he was ſaying this , he | by meanes of the Apoſtles. He maketh men- 
ſe heard the 1lyons roare , who were making to- | tion of all orders and degrees ofthe Church, 
a wards him; and with a deuine feruour of faith | and teacheth what reſpe& and obedience is 
- he ſaid : 1 am Gods corn, and the teeth of theſe '| que to Eccleliaſticall, perſons, and particularly 
a Wild beaſts muſt grind me to the end 1 may be | magnificth and heightneth the excellence and 
. are and Yhite bread for Chriſts table, after this | dignity of Biſhops in theſe words, Princes obey 
- BY re brea, ſeer this | dignity | | L 
| the lyons feized him , tore and deuoured his | 2b; Emperour ſouldiars are ſubief to thePiinces , 
5 fleſh, as he had begged of' our Lord, without | Jeacons obey Preiſts , but Preſs, deacons, and the 
be rouching his bones. And Saint Antoninus fol- | reſ? of the clergie, iointly With all the poeple , and 
dy lowing Saint Ado, ſaith that they did but ſtifle | ſou1diars , Princes, yea the Emperour himſelf, 
- him ,and cate nothing of him. He addeth allo | oþey the Bishop , aud the Bisbop Chriſt. He li- 
_ that 1n his torments he had continually inhis | kewiſe treateth of the Celeſtiall fjierarchie,, 
Ale mouth the moſt holy Name ofIcſus,imploring | and the Nyires of Angells : and Rooping to 
by and calling vpon him tor aide and afliſtance; | earth, giveth admirable inſtructions of vertue 
pl- and that being asked why he repeated that | and fan&ity. At the end, of his epiſtles he v- 
ie Name ſo often , he made anſwer. Becauſe 1 | ſed to put theſe two words. Amen , Gratta , 
_ haue it grauen in my hart ,1 can not forgettit. | as Saint Gregorie Pope obſcructh. Saint Ignas 
ns And that after his death , ſome touched | tug his Epittles are of fo great authoxity, that 
Ic with a curioſity opened his breaſt , and tovke | Saint Polycarp colle&ed them , and Saint 
of forth his hart , and found ingrauen in it with | Denis Arcopagita Citeth them, and Saint Ireneus 
- golden letters the moſt holy and moſt ſweet | maketh mention of them. Saint Anaſtaſius, S. 
ad Name of leſus. The Chriſtians gathered vp | Jerome, Euſebius , Theodoret , and other fa- 
10; carcfully his facred Relicks and with great | thers ſpeake of them with great reſpe@ and 
__ deuotion buried them out of Rome. Which in | yeneration.Befides the epiſtles which are held 
als time ofT heodofius Emperour were tranſlated | (© certainly to be his, there are foure others , 
ct to Antioche with great pomp and ſolemnity, | which ancient fathers , who do acknowlege 
0 with generall proceſſions,much rezoycing and | the reſt , make no inention of. Yet Saint Ber> 
ith ſounding forth of his piaiſes through all citys nard, Dionyfius the Carthuſian, and ſome mo» 
of- and places where they paſled, to the great be- | der authors cited by Caniſius A moR learned 
ted fnefite of the poeple , vnto whom , as Saint | and graue man, do cite 4 letter of Saint I gnati- 
znd Chryſoſtome writeth , God ſhewed many and | us to our bleſſed Lady , and an other ot our 
Vas molt remarkable fauours by the interceſſion | Lady to him, which they hold for authenticall, 
ſoll of his Saint. as alſo two others of his to Saint Iohn the E- 
by Preſently vpon the death of Saint Ignatius uvangeliſt, There ſucceeded Saint Ignatius 
the there wasa terrible earthquake at Antioche, | in the chaire of Antioche ( as himlelt had , 
the which ruined a great part of the citic ; where | foretold ) Hero, deacon of the ſame Church, 
the many were killed other s much hurt and woun- } a moſt haly man and Martyr ,who to ſhew 
00. ded. And Traian Emperour eſcaped very nar- | his deuotion to his maſter Saint Ignatius,now 
for rowly , and waspreſerued by the deuine pro- | olorious in heaven, made this prayer to hin. 
RO« uidence that he might mitigate the furic of Bishop and captaine of God, Ignatius Who art 
Iſs the perſecution ( as afterwards he did ) and veſted with the ſtole of immortality , and haſt 
CXs command that Chriſtians should not be ſought | 4rank of the continuaily-running fountaine of 
| bis aker, tormented ,nor killed , but permitted to life. «And with the eAngeils art ſinging hymns 
bo- Þ live quietly , without bearing any office or of glorie to our Lord , who art 4 great frend of 
ets F publick dignity. For he vnderſtood that they | the only ſonne of God,and art nov exempt from 
CS, were quiet poeple, troubleſome to note, tree | fin and the templ ations of the enemie ; bo diaſt 
up Þ| rom vice, andno enenues of 'the Empire. So .| fzht like 4 ſtoute and noble captarne in the field 
vw þ t we may ay that Saint Ignatius was pro- | the battell of truth , where thou did/# owercome 
-ith- E fitable to the Church of out Lord not only | Tra:an, ani confound the Roman Senate that 
any | alive but alſo aſter his death. This glorious | made their iznorance to appeare. 0 bappie Saint, 
hich | Biſtop, and noble Martyr of Chriſt writ fo | Citizen of beauen ,vmted vith Teſus Chriſt by 
Me admirable epiſtles. Saint Ierome reckoneth | the tye of loue and eternal charity ; remembat 
th a cauen, and other graue Aucthors do add fo- | your ch11d, Hero , deacon ,that When he 15 to de- 
full ure more, which arc held yndoutedly to be. | part ont of this life , be may be reckoned —_ 
2un- | | Fog 


Saint Tgnatius Bishop and Martyr. 


the Saints , and be worthie of ſo great an honoar, 
and that there be nothing in him vnworthie of 


— 
FeBav- his profeſſion, ] beſeech you , three ,foure , and 


many times , 0 bleſſed father Janatins , Who art 
the triumphant chariot and aſiured guide of \ſra- 
&, and art raigning with Chriſt, that fance you are 
now free from death, and haue taken your flight 
from earth to heauen , and haue obtained tle 
crowne of glorie , for hauing got ſo glorious 2 
wiorie in this dangerous conflif ; not to forret. 
o holy eMartir, t'is ſonne of yours , whom you 
hane brought wp, but to comfort me with yoar boy 
Words , as you Were Wont todo , Vhilft you Were 
in this mortal life. All this is of Hero dea- 
con , Saint Ignatius his diſciple. Whereb) 
we learne the eſteeme he had ,and 'the de- 
votion , wherewith he recommended him- 
{if vnto him. And ſo ought we todo, and imi- 
tate the example of theſe Saints , the father 
and ſonne, Maſter and diſciple, The Martyi- 
dome of Saint Ignatius was vpon the firſt of 
February ; in the yeare of our Lord one hun- 
dred ; and eleventh of Traian his Reigne; 
and on the fame day the Church keepeth his 
feaſt, 
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THE PVRIFICATION OF THE 
bleſſed Virgin Marie , andthe Preſentation 
of ber pretious ſonne Jeſus in the Temple. 


. HE forticth day after the Nati- 
P(Y JV. uity of Teſus Chriſt, our Lord and 

Sl L222 Sauiour , which talls on the ſecond 
| 2 of February , the holy Church 
WES IB celebrates the feaſt ofthis Preſent a- 
tion in the Temple ;whichis alſo called the Pu- 
rification of our Lady and Candlemas ; and was 
called ancicntly the Feaſt of Simeon the In# 
of eAnne the Propheteſſe; and by an other na. 
me in latin occarſns ; that is to fay the zeeting 
or reception ;(uch as is ſhewed to thoſe that are 
come {rom 4 tarre of, and are mct by the way 
by others, going forth to honour and receiuc 
them.But ſetting a fide other appellations, we 
will ſpeake of the Preſentation of the ſonne in 
the Temple,and of the Purification of the Mo- 
therithat we may come to vnderſtand the de- 
uine myſteries, which are contained in the one 
and inthe other. We are to ſuppoſe two laws 
which God coramanded the potple of Lrael to 
obſcrue ; which Chrilt our Lord, and his molt 

ure Mother , came this day to fulfill, willin- 
ely ſubwiting for our example, to laws which 
obliged them not. The firſt law was of the 
firſt born , wherin our Lord commanded that 


the firſt male child, born aſter marriage ſhould 


be oftered him, and the ſame was to be done boom, 
of the firſt brood of catle. As forthe child(if it x1, 


were nct of the Tribe of Levi -) after that it 
was preſented to God in the Temple , it was 
to be redeemed with five ficles, money , ac- 
cording to the computation of theſe times, 
about the value of two ſhillings. And the 
firſt born of beaſts was killed by the Preiſts 
and offered in facrifice. This law God eſtabli- 
ſhed,that the Tewes might hauc in remembran- 
Ce, that maruelous and remarkable deliuerance 
trom the {laueric and captiuity otEgypt,when 
by the ſtroke of his powerfull hand were flaine 
all che ficſt begotten ofthe Egyptians,and that 
whole prouince was filled with lamentatiogs 
and v aillings, ſo that the Egyptians haſtned 
the Hebrewes to depart-the land, and thought 
(hemfclues not ſecure and fafe fo long as they 
;emained amongſt them. For as God is boun- 
tifull in beſtowing fauours, ſo is he jealous of 
bis honour , and will haue vs to be thankfull 
and gratetull for his fauours. And thercforeto 
conſerue the memorie of ſo wonderfull 4 ta 
uour, he commanded them to offer to himtheir 
frſt begotten. Beſides by this ceremonie he 
would hauc Parents to vnderſtand that their 
children are not ſo much theirs, as our Lords, 
who giveth them, who createth the ſoule of 
nothing , frameth and organizeth the bodie ig 
the mothers wombe, and bringeth them into 
the world , thatthey may be brought vp in his 
{eruice , as having more right to them then 
their Parents. And that thole who haue no 
children,ſhould nat afli& themſelues, but ya- 
derſtand that to hauc themis the guitt of God, 
without which no humane meanes can preuai- 
le;and that oftentimes he refuſeth to give them, 
other times he taketh them ſoone away , out 
of his great mercy and goodnes, The law 
commanded that the woman that bringeth 
forth a male child by the operation of man, 
ſhould keepe cloſe and retired fortie days, to 
purily herſelf. 4t- the end wherof ſhe ſhould 
ofter a lambe of a yeare old, anda pigeon or 
turtle ; or it ſhe cannot offer a lambe, that ſhe 
offera paire of pigeons or turtles, It ſhe bedeli- 
vered of a femall child, ſhe is. to keepe in 
tourſcore days. Oftheſe two laws Saint Luke 
maketh mention ; and becauſe in the law of the 
hir{t begotten, no certaine day is ſett downe for 
the preſenting himin the Temple; andin the 
other law the fortieth day is preſcribed forthe 
. Mother, the Hebrewes did vie to take that day 
to comply with both obligations. 
It is certaine that neither the child Ieſus 


| nor his glorious Mother , were ariy was oblt 


gedto obſerue theſe laws, For the ſonne WS 
God , maker, giver , and Lord of the law; 

the Mother was McGther of God, Princelic 
and queen of all; things created. And belids, 


the yeric words of the lay excepted _ 
of | 


ART, 


= 


2, 


The Purification ofour Bleſſed Lady, 


for the firſt law faith, that the firſt begotten 


that opened the way and naturall paſſage to 


Fran a. come forth of the mothers wombe,ſhould be 
Akt, aw offercd to our Lord: and Chriſt came forthby 
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11 that orientall Pot of the virgin , propheſied 


by Ezechicl, which always reinained ſhutt and 
ſcaled. And the ſecond Jaw obliged women; 
that conceiued the ordinarie way, wheras the 
facred virgin conceived the Eternall word, by 
yertue cf the holy Ghoſt , without any detci- 
ment to her virginall purity. The Purification 
was to cleanſe women of the yncleannes in 
bringing forth the child ; but ſhe that was pu- 
rer then the ſunne , more faire then the roſc 
or lilie , could not be obliged vn:o it, For 
how can purity be purified, brigthnes clarified, 
whitnes made whute , or beavtie faire ? and 
therefore the Evangeliſt , when he bad faid 
that the days of Pwrification vere ended addeth 
diginely theſe words : according to the lawv of 
Moyſes; giving to vaderſtand that that purihca- 
tion was according to the law, and not accor- 
ding to any neede the virgin had of it, tor that 
could not be, ſecing ſhe was put ity itielt, and 
wore cleere and bright then the Ro Ne- 
vertheleſſe it was moſt conuenicnt , rhat the 
child Iefus ſhould obſerue that law , which 
obliged him not, and that the Mother ſhould 
be contormable to her fonne, for our remedie 
and inſtrution. They had no neccſhtie to kee- 
pe thele laws ; but it was neceflarie for vs that 
they ſhould keepe them , that by ſuch maſters 
we might learn to obey God : for all our mil 
chiete 1s hibertie, icentioulnes, and diſobedi- 
ence , Which hath ſct open the gate to our 
deſtruQion , and let in that ſea of miſeries, 
whetin we are plunged and drowned. And as 
our Lord came like 4 ſoucraine phiſician to 
cure our woes and pricfcs, of his owne accord 
and free will , without any obligation on his 
part , he ſubieed himſelt voto the law, that 
the patient with lefle repugnance and mote 
cheerfulnes might obey , and comply with his 
duty and obligation. And that we confilering 
Gods bountic and liberalitic towards vs, who 
putteth no weight nor meaſure 1n what he 
doth or ſuffcreth for our ſaluation, ſhould not 
_ reſtraine nor ſtraiten our harts in his le1uice, 
ſhutting and graſping our hands,when we are 
to give , and opening them when we are to 
receive from him; as theſe auaritious miters 
do , that bargaine with God, and examin mot 
narrowly how far the law obligeth them,and 
will not paſle an inch beyond the line and hi- 
wits of their obligation,contenting themſelucs 
abundantly , if they can but eſcape hell , and 
= conſider not, that before that ſoucrainc 
anddeuine light all other light isdarknes; and 
all ſanftity compared withthat purity is vacle- 
annes, and that the franker we are towards 
God, we ſhall find him the more liberal to- 
Wards vs, Farhe isſo free and noblc , that he 


| 


_ 


| 


all are debtours vato him, an4 our very me- 
with 4 
blifle. Our Lord and his holy Mother woul 

alſo teach vs to do our works ſo , that they 
be not only pure in the fight of God, but alſo 
commendable before men; and that if we giue 
our neighbours a iuſt occaſion of murmuzing 
againſt vs, we arc not to content our ſclues 
with the only teſttuonie of our conſcicnce: 
for the ſame God commandeth ys to be carc- 
full of what others ſpeake of vs; and the con= 
ſcienceis not pure, when it is not conformable 
to Gods commands. when the tole gatherers 
demanded of Chriſt to pay tribute to Ceſar, 
| heasked of Saint Peter ; the kings of the earth 
| of Whom 4o they receiue tribute,of thetr children, 
or of flrangers ? notwithſtanding he added ; 
| yet that Ye may not [candalize them , or gius 
them occaſion to jay that Ye are rebellious to 
Cefar ,go Peter ,drav wp & fisb, andpay.In the 
like manner on this day that it might not 
be faied that Chriſt obſerued not. the law, or 
| that he was contrarie to Moytes; or that his 
mother after childbirth did not purike 
hertelf, he would be preſented in the Te:ople, 
and ſhe purified ; to preuent all icandall, and 
glue vs example to beware how we liue, wi 
thout giwng any iuſt occalion of murmuring. 
 Qur Lord allo ſubmitted hunlelf to this law for 
; to blind thedevill, and to keepe him in doubt 
and ſuſpenſe. For as our Lord would hauc 
| the virgin eſpouſcd to 4 man , among other 
reaſons , that the dcuil} might walke always 
betwixt two waters, and not vnderſtand that 
that child was the fonne of God ,as Saint Jg- 
| natius ſaith , ſodid he ordaine that this pure 
virgin without ſpott , and brighter then the 
Angells, ſhould vndergo the law of Purtficati« 
on , as if ſhe had dcfircd the fame for the ne- 
ccſlity ſhe had of it ; that the devil}, who is 
proude , ſhould be blinded- by this light and 
moſt rare example of profound humility. But 
beſides theſe reaſons there is an other moſt 
important for the infſtruftion and reformation 
of our lite , which 1s that the erccnall father, 
who had giuen vs his only begotten ſonne , 
and with him all chat he could giue vs; would 

haue the Mother, that had engcndred him on 

carth without 4 father , to preſent and offer 


him this day , in the middle of the Temple for 


all the finns of the world , and thereby encou- 
rage vs to offcr him , each one for himſelf, 
ioynIng our hart, as our firſt begotten , with 
the firit begotten ofthe virgin,and fo periettly 
to accompliſh what that law of the firſt 
begotten did in a ſhadow and fgure re+ 


| preſent vato vs. The firſt begottea ſonne 
| and heyre of the kingdome , or of any 


noble and great tamilic, is much reſpected as 


the firſt and chicfe , on whom all caſt their 
It cyc# 
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will never ſtay int any mans debt , but rather . __. 


2. 


ritsare his guifts , which he will reward Fxg:ys 
plorious crowne of _— anc 
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eyes vpon. And the firſt begotten of man , as 

4 rationall creatuie , is the hit 1dgment he 

bath ,on the which all tis other judgments do 

depend. And that firſt and principall love , 

which is the rule and fountaine of all other 

loues : and this iudgmeant and loue our Lord 

commandeth vs to offer and preſent vnto him, 

as due and appertaining vnto him.That which 

a man thinketh may make him happie , 1; he 

0; taine it, and vnhappie if he mitic of it, that 

which he embraccth with ſtricteſt loue, which 
cleaueth neereit to his hart, what he defireth 

with greateſt eagernes, that which like oyle 
ſwimmeth on the top of other liquours, and 
when it meeteth with any other thing , ouer- 

toppeth and ſuppreſicth it ; this is the louc, and 
firit begotten,which God demandeth of vs, in 
jo much that it without it, we do giue him 

all the reſt , he eſteemeth it not, nor is 1t gra- 
te{ull vnto him, cuenas it God ſhould giuc vs 
all that is in heauen and on carth, and ſhould 
not give himſelt vato ys , it could not pro- 

curc VS a f{ccure and happie content. A man 
loucth his goods , and loueth his ſonne ; but 
whea the loue of goods commeth in compe- 
tition with the loue of his ſonne , who 1s lick, 
Or in any danger , the goods are walted and 
ſpent rather thea the ſonne ſhall periſh. This 
is the loue, which our Lord demands of vs 
this day, this 1s the firſt born , which we are 

to offer him that in our cſteeme and iudgment 
there be nothing equall to God , nothing that 
can compare or {tand in competency with 
him, nothing but that in reſpect of him it is 
of as litle price and value , as is a peece of 
dirt in compariſon of a moſt rich and ineſtima- 
ble ticalure: ſo that rather then we will looſe 
him ; we be content to part with riches, ho- 
nor,wife , children, and cucn our owne lite , 
if it be ncedfull. And there is all reaſcn in 
the world, that ſince God gaue vsIleſusChriſt, 

who is the firit begotten of all creatures, by 
the hands of the virgin, that ſhe ſhould offer 
him vp for vs this day; in requitall we ſhould 
vive his divine Mazeſty our ivdgmentand our 
louc ; which , though of itſclt it be but a vile 
and meane- thing , neverthelefle it being our 
firit born , and going accompanied with the 
merits of this Loid , will be a more accepta- 
ble and gratefull ſacrifice, then that of the firſt 
boin ot the old law, which vnder figures and 
N-alowsd:d repreſent this ſpiritual tacrifice, 
aid twwght vs to kill and facrince the firſt 
births of veails, wich are the Paſſions pro- 
ceecvins trom our fevinaiity and inferiour part 
of out foule, 25 of 3 biete beatt, denorde of 
realon, As alio the {ame Jaw of Purification 
of births tcacheti: vs the care we ought tO 
have of our iricriour puribcation. The wo- 
man thatnow brinputh forth a child, isnot for- 
biden for many days toenter into the Church, 
$03 Wat cerenoniall law is expired,and as looge 


-” 


as ſhe hath recovered ſtrength , ſhe may eliter, 
But it {till holds that ſhe is obliged to pure the 
ſoule , and to repreflſe the delights of the fleſh, I 


and to offer to God the moaning of the turtle } 


and fimplicity of the doue ; and this is that 
which Gcd would fignifte vnto vs by that 
oftering. 

Theſe are ſome of the cauſes . which the 
Saints do bring , to declare how conuenient3 
thing it was, that our Lord Ieſus ſhould obs 
ſerue the law of the firſt born, and the ſacred 
virgin that ofPurification, not being therevnto 
obliged. Now let vs ſee the manner they held 
in obeying the law, and ſecrets incloſedin thi 
ſoucraine myſterie. The virgin eatred the 
Tewple with Saint Ioſeph , her ſpouſe , bex- 
ring 1n her armes that heauenly trealuie , the 
worlds happines, and proſtrate before the de. 
vine preſence ,and liſting vp her eyes and har 


a 
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to God , with the greateſt humility that cue 
creature had, ſpoke in this manner : 0 Eternal 
father , Lord , and maker of the world ly 
bere thy only begotten and mo beloued ſonn, 
Whom by your great loue you would bane to 
alſo my ſonne , that taking wvpon bim buma 
flesch, and comming into the world in the forme 
of a mortall man, be might redeeme man-kink 
Here 1 bring him thee , bere I preſent and ofa 
him wp vnto thee, that thou maſt diſpoſe of bis 
and me, according to thy holy will. Hauing (aid 
theſe or the like words, ſhe offered fiue licles, 
which the law commanded , and with then 
ranſomed her pretious ſonne , and redeemed 
the worlds Redeemer. For he would be 
deemed who was the moſt perte&t and abſolur 
Redeemer, aad hewould be bought with fue 
ſicles , that was to ranſoine with five wound | 
all the children ofAdam. The virgin alſo offered | 
a paire of turtles or pigeons ,to comply wit 
the law of Purification, and did not offer the 
figuratiuc lambe, as well for that ſhe offered 
the true and innocent lambe , that taketh | 
away the fins of the world ; as becaulc ihe | 
was poore, and 4 frend of pouertie ,as was het 
moſt bleſſed Sonne ; who being king of glorie 
tooke vpon him the habite and figure ofa 
poore man, for to enrich vs. It was reaſonabk 
that he ſhould appeare what he would be,that | 
ſo by his humility he might repreſſe our prt- 
ſumption and pride , who being poore , wil 
appeare rich ; \and being ſinners, will appear 
innocents and ſaints. The ſacred text addeit 
that at this time there was in Ieruſalema ma 
named Simeon , who was iuſt and fearing God, | 
andexpedtecd the conſolation of the pocple Þ | 
Iſrael; and that the holy ghoſt was in him, tro" Þ 
whom he had 4 reuclation that he ſhould od! | 
dy , vntil he had ſeen the Meſſias and the Ar 
ointed of our Lord,and that he came by iſtio 
of the deuine Spirit into the Temple , t0 ſec 
the Redeemer ot the world, to haue hisdehr 
tulflled, and the word which God had reoer 
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- led vnto him. He faiththat Simeon was 4 Inſt 


man, becauſe he aſpired vnto heauenly things, 
and ynderſtood the excellence and digenitie of 
man, which by good and laudable works he 
endeauoured to maintaine and conſerue, For 
thoſe that follow their ſenſuall appetites , do 
degenerate from the nobility and worthines 
which God placed themin , and deſerue more 
the name and denomination of beaſts then of 
rationali men. He was iuſt and vpright towards 
his neighbours, and fcactull of oftending God. 
His iuttice was very apparent and maniteſt , 
ſeeing he thirſted fo vehemently atter the 
common good , and had fo burning a deſire 
of the conſolation of all the poeple , which 
conſiſted in knowing , receiging, and ſcruing 
their Sauiour. For which cauſe he was the 
dwelling place and Ternple of the holy Ghoſt, 
who abid:zd and lodged in him. The ſacred 
hiſloriographer ſpeaketh as ot 4 thing rare 
and wondertull. «And bebold there was 4 man 
in Jeruſalem, which was the Metropolitan and 
head-citic of the kingdome , and at that time 
much tainted with vice and errour. Whoſe 
king was 4 tyrant, his counſellours flatterers, 
the {acred and high office and dignity of Prieſt- 
hood ſett to falc , Sciibes and Phariſees am- 
bitious, the pocple wholly ſenſuall and carnall, 
no part infice ofthe common wealth catire, 
ſourd and vncorrupted. W hich maketh much 
to the praite of Lo:y Simeon, for as to be wic- 
ked amonglt the good, is a great ſhame ; ſo 
to be good among the wicked is uery lauda- 
ble and worthie of admiration. Ot this Simeon 


| N:cephorus writeth , that together with his 


great ſanity he was allo very wile and learned. 
And that reading thole words ( lay the ſca- 
uenth ) bebold 42 wirgin shall conceive and bring 
fortb a ſonne, he was much furprized , admiring 
bow it might be, that a maide ſhould bring 
forth, and hauing brought forth , ſhould rc- 
maincA virgin; and that our Lord revealed 
vato him , that he with his owne cyes ſhould 
ſee this wonder ; and allo that virgin , whom 
Hay had prophelicd of,and the ſonae fo born, 
befere his departure out of this life, And that 
with this prowiſe the holy old man was kept 
a live cucn with ioy , vatill the comming of 
Chriſt, At which t::ne the holy Ghoſt mooued 
him togoe to che Temple, certifying him that 
there he ſhould fnd what God had promiled, 
and he ſo much defired Simeon came loaden 
with yeares, and buraing with deſires ; he ca- 
me like the ftagg , purlued ; wounded , and 
thirftic , to retieſh himlelt inthat fountaine of 
lic,and with the ſame ſpirit that carried him 
he law 1n that liuclefle temple the living, the 
ſpirituall m the materia ll one ,and in the ar- 
mes of the virgin the molt pure child, whom 
ſte had brought forth. He ſaw the worlds 
trealure, the heyre of ages,the firlt begotten of 
God, the happines of cxcatuics , and ti.c ieme- 
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die of mankind. For being in that earneſt 
Cefire to fee him 3; and looking wiſtly 
vpon all that centred the T empic with 
their children to be purifies , he ſaw 
the facred virgin , and the Lambe of GoJ , 
whom ſFe held in her boſome ,environed with 
an immenſe ray of light and brightnes ; and 
ſtraight he knew that it was (4s treatnre , the 
light of his eyes, and repoſe of bis Lat , as io 
morhee, Prieſt of lerufalem, rel.teth ; 2n4l ap 
proaching with an incredible hamility and 
joy , he proſttated himſelf , and adored the 
child; and befceched the mother that he might 
take him into his armes : and there tolding 
him, he ſung like a devine ſwannc th.:r {amous 
Canticle. Now thou deft dijmiſi2 thy ſeruant 
0 Lord ,according to thy word ,in peace. Becauſe 
mine eyes haue ſeen thy ſaluatien ; Wi: thor 
haſt prepared b-fore the face of all poeple, 4 liz bt 
to the revelation of the Gentill: , and the gione 
of the poeple of Iratl. Thou ba, o Lord, fu'- 
filled thy Words. f baue ſeen what thou diſt 
promiſe me. Ft is now time that thou take me 
out of this irk(ome triſon of my bodie, and d:liner 
me from the troubles and the moſt danzerous 
War of this life ; and receiue my foule in jeae, 
fence 1 baue ſeen the true peace, and the worlds 
peace maker, 1 haue ſeen the ſauiour, whos to 
giue it (aluation and life , enlizthning the Gen- 
tiles ,that are in the shadow of death , and 20+ 
nfying thy poeple , that is nov deiefted and vp* 
preſied. I baue nothing more to fee , deſire , or 
hope for. But I vill sbut my eyes , that kaue 
ſeen the light of heauen. T will no more feare 
death , hauitiz bad the «Author of life in my at- 
mes. Aiter this, as 2 Prieft , whole office is to 
blefle in the Temple , he gaue them his be- 
nediaion; and turning to the lacred Virgin, 
ſpoke vato her, words, that did touch and 
pierce her hart tothe quick. Behol1 this(child) 
is jet unto the ruine and wnto the reſurre#10n of 
manyin Iſratl ani for 4 fizne Which hall be cons 
tradift:d. 4d thine ane joule bald ſword peare 
ce,that out of many harts cogitations may beneue- 
aled. By which words the good old man pro+- 
phcfied , that though this pretious child was 
the Sauiour of the world, and was come to fas 
ue it ,and to enlighten , as 4 ſunne of iuttice, 
the eyes of thoſe , who would open them to 
bchold him,and<aloy his light ; yet that ma« 
ny mcn would be ſo ungratetull , that they 
would ſhut their cyes and become blind by this 
light, and turn their faluation into poiſon; and 
that to fuch he woul.i be occaſon of ruine 
and deſtruction , not throuzh any taultot his, 
but theurs. As if a man might patle oacr a bri- 
2c that is ftrong and lccuce, and he ſhoull 
plange humlcit iato the decoe river , and of 
periſh by his obſtinate will. The venerabke 
old man added that Chrift ſhould be a mazk, 
againſt whom all the eacmies of light ſhould 
take their ayme, and ſhoot at, Conradiing, 
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oppoſing , and perſccuting him in his owne | 


perſon and in his members. And that at laſt he 


- ſhoulddy ypon 4 Croſſe , and that the virgins 


ſoule ſhould be tranſpicrced with aſword of 
ſorrow ſo ſharp-edged and keene , that ſhould 
ſhe not be ſtrengthned by devine. grace, wi- 
thout doubt ſhe would dy with the force of 
gticfe; declaring vnto vs by theſe words how 
ſharp the edge of that ſword was, which pear- 
ced the virgins hart, when the ſaw hanging on 
a gibet the lite of the world , and that her 
ſufferings and rorments were greater and mo 
re exceſſue, then tholie of all the Martyrs: an 
that iuſtly ſhe ought to be called a-Martyr,and 
more ten a Mattyr , {ecing that in her defire 
to dy for Chriſt, and with Chrilt , and in that 
ſorrow which ſhe then endured for him, ſhe ſur- 
paſſed ali the Martyrs together.But that poeple 
of all degrees an4 ages might giue teſtimony 
and praile to our Lord, there came an ancient 
widow of foureſcore and foure yeares, named 
Anne , who was at that time in the Temple , 
where day and night ſhe ſerued God ,affliting 
h r bodie with faiting,aad recreating her ſoule 
with prayer. She was preſent at this feaſt,and 
aſſiſted in the ſolemn proceſſion of this day 
in that ſacred place : where the Angells 
came. inuifibly to attend cheir king and Lord, 
with ſome Prieſtsand miniſters ofthe Tx:mple, 
and other faithtuli poeple ,that were there 0- 
gether with the ſacred virgia , Saint Ioſe;h, 
Anne the Propheteſle; and in the miduit of ail 
holy old Simeon carried in his armes that 
bread of life and devine Reliquarie, This tuy- 
ſerie the Chucch repreienteth vato vs eucry 
yeare, in the Pro-eſſon , which it maketh on 
this day with hallowed candlcs , which 15 a 
very ancient ceremonie , and oi great deuott- 
on, inſtituted by the 1nttn& oithe huly Gholt, 
toteach vs to take Chriit, and beare him in 
our armes as the light ot the worid, begging 
cthim to calightzn and kindle our harts with 
devine loue, it giucth vs allo to vaderſtand 
that as the bees did work without corruption 
the wax ot the lights which we haue in our 
hands , lo the molt pure Mother of God wi- 
thout detrunent to her virginall purity gaue 
vnto vs the fleſhother bleſſed ſonne: in which, 
as 1n the whurelt and moſt foft wax were im- 
printed the paines and torments of his ſacred 
Paſſion. Other caules there were of the inſti- 
tution of the proceſſion vied by the Church 
vpon this tcait , which thoſe that treate of 
Ecclchaiticall rites do bring, and Father Peter 
Caniſius citech. Saint Epiphanius faith that 
Saint Simeon dyed very ol\,but wasnot ho- 
norably buricd by the Prieſts, as is ſuppoſed, 
for the hatred they bore him, for hauing pPrea- 
ched and adored Chriit. His teait is kept by 
the Church vpon the eight of oftober , and 
Bieſſed ' Anns the Propheteile on the ficit of 
Septciaber, 
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ws == HE life of Saint Blaſe Biſhop and 
5 DN: Martyr , taken out of Metaphraſ(- 
SN [Gy te , is as followeth. Saint Blake 
Hi A] =) wasof2 good inclination and dif 
YS53>S884 polition trom his childhood , mo- 
deſt in his youth, and eucr more fearing God, 
All the poeple admired him for his rare ver. 
tues , and made him Biſhop of Sebaſte, which 
is in the Prouigce of Armenia. Afterwardsby 
deuine inſpiration he retired himſelC into 3 
mountaine calledArgeo,and lived fone timein 
a caue, whither the ſauage beaſts came daylyto 
honour the Saint , to receive his bleſſing, and 
tobe curcd by him. And it it happened that 
they came whilſt he was at er ; they did 
not interrupt him , but —_— vatillh e had 
caded it, and neuer departed thence without 
his benediftion ; that we may ſee how God 
honoreth hisSaints,and withall yaderſtand the 
power and dominion , which our firſt fathers 
had over all beaſts in the happie ſtate of their 
innocency., Saint Blaſe found delights in the 
denne , obedience among the wild beaſts, 
ſecurity amidit the monſters, abundance in the 
wilderncs , and pleaſures1n ſolitude. Agrico- 
laus , who was made Gouernour of Scbaſte 
by the Emperours Diocletian and Maximian, 
comming to the city, began to perſecute out 
Lords flock,and by meancs of his miniſters,cru- 
cil and hungrie wolues, to rent and tcarein 
peeces Chrilts ſheepe, whilſt the true naturall 
wolues did meckely Kifſe the feere of Saunt 
Blaſe , their Paſtor ; men becoming more- 
fierce and cruell againſt men mes. their 
wickednes , then beaſts are by theit nature, 
The Preſident thought good at once tomake 
anend of all the Chriſtians he had taken,and 
expole them all together to be deuourcd of 
wild beaſts ; as well for to put them to the 
molt baſe andcruell torment he could dcuiſe, 
asalloto giue an entertainment and recreation 
tothe pocple. For this purpoſe he imployed 
many hunters for to take all the wild beats 
they could. They enuironned and compaſſed | 
round about the mountaine of Argeo , and | 
drawing necre the caue where Saiat Blake | 
was , perceiued about him a great numberd! | 
bealts, lyons , tigres, beares , wolues, which 
kept him companie , all in great peace a0 


concord, And wondtivg at it, they catredtht 
cave | 
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cane, where they found the Saint at his pra- | a youth, who as he was eatinga fiſh, oneof . __ 
yers abſorpt in God, commending to him (as | the bones ſtuck in his throate , and almoſt 3. 
A ny piouſly we may belicue ) the peace and tran- | choacked him ; and his mother with many te= Feggv« 
” 1 hr. quility of the Church. They returned ;{traight | ares broght him to the Saint een oafping for A x1, 
| Fin to the city,and gaue notice to the Goucrnour | breath. He prayed our Lord to cure him » AS 
; ak, of what they had found, and ſeen and he pre- | alſo all thoſe, who being afflited in the ſame 
ſently diſpatched I great band of ſouldiars to | kind ſhould recommend themſelues vnto him, 
the mountaine , to make diligent ſearch for | And preſently the boy was cured : and after- 
F Chriſtians , 'and .to apprehend all that they | wards our Lord wroghe ſo many and fgnall 
could find. Comming to the caue they ſaw S. | miracles in that kind by the interceſſion of 
Blaſe alone praying , and praiſing God, and | Saint Blaſe , healing many that had any thing 
aid to him ! come along with ws, for the gouer- | went Crofle their throate , that Actius » AN 
nour calleth for thee, The Saint anſwered ve- | ancient Greeke Phiſician , among other reme- 
_ ry cheerfully. My childrew , you are Welcome , dies which he writzth of for this heaie chance, 
(. for 1 haue expefled you 4 long time , F | preſcribeth the calling vpon Saint Blaſe in this 
ſe haue heere put amy ſelf wnder the gouern- | manner, To hold the diſeaſed partie by the 
C ment 0 our Lord , and nov by bis order , will | throate , and pronounce theſe words : Blaſe 
% follow you moſt willingly. this night he hath | the Martyr and eruant of Feſus Coriſt coms 
d. thrice appeared and./aid unto me that I sbould | mand thee to paſie vp or downe which is a 
Yo ariſe and offer ſacrifice which Prifts are wont to | ligne that this was a conſtant practiſe in his 
h offer, Wherefore Bretheren let ws go ,let ws go | time. | 
y in the name of God. The ſouldiars tooke the Aſter ſome days Apricolaus commanded 
3 Saint, and he with his words much inflamed | the holy Biſhop to be brought before him a- 
In the harts of all that heard him,and by the mi- | gaine, and finding him as conſtant and reſo- 
_ racles, which he wroght in the way,conuerted | Jute, as he was the firſt time, cauſed him to 
id many to the faith of our Lord. When they | be tycd toa poſt, and vamercifully ſcourged. 
at were arriued at the city , the Gouernour com- | But the Saint lighting the ftripes , thanked 
id manded he ſhould be 1-d topriſon and the'next | our Lord for the grace he did him ; to hauc higa 
od day calling for him thought to winne him | to ſuffer for his ſake ;and gauea rare exam+ 
ut with faire words , and faid vnto him. You are | ple of patience , and conſtancy to all that were 
od welcome , Blaſe , my deare frend , and frend of | there preſent. He was then ſent back to priſon, 
he the immortall Gods, To whom Saint Blaſe re- | and there followed him ſeauen holy women, 
13 plycd. 0 Preſident , God ſane you. But to the | that gathercd vp the blood dropping from his 
ie end he may protef and /aue you, 1 beg of you | wounds , and with great deuotion anointed 
he wot to call the deuills Gods , into whoje bands | themſelues with it. Theſe women were appre» 
u tall be deliwered all thoſe , that do adore them, | hended , and carried betore the Prefident, who 
% and effeeme them Gods. The Gouernour was | told chem that they were citherto offer facrl- 
al aſtoniſhed at this libertie and freedome in [pe- | fice to the Gods, or to prepare themſelues for 
te aking ,and was for a while in ſuſpence, thin- death, They anſwered that it would be fit that be 
a, king what courſe he ſhould hold with him. | ;þould/end bis Gods to & certaine lake not far of, 
ut But his choller riſing , he gaue order he ſhould | 2n4 chat they would Yah them, that Jo they 
_ be beaten, which was exccuted with great | mght offer 4 more bonorable /acrifice.thePreſident 
ba rigour for ſome houres , the Saint enduring all | was glad ofthis, and gaue order to haue them 
al with admirable conſtancy and fortitude ; and | fent thither out of hand, butthe deuoute women 
nt at length faid to the gouernour: o deceiwer of | tooke the Gods, and caſt them into the lake. 
wy Jokes, poore ſenſeleſse man, doeft thou think,with | Which put «Agricolaus into ſuch a rage, that 
ir thy torments to make me forſake God ? #0 , #9. | he commanded a huge fire to be —_ , and 
" This Lord bimſelf is with me, comforting and | lead to be melted , and ſeauen planks, as if 
ke Srrengthning me. Wherefore do With me That they were ſhirts of iron, to be prepared, and 
of tho wilt. The Preſident committed him agal- | gauc them their choiſe either to adore the 
of ne to priſon , where a pious old widdow Gods, or to proouc the heate of that fire, 
he brought him to eate ,and falling at his tcete, | and melted lead. He had no ſooner ſaid 
& defired him ,to accept the offering of her po- | this, but one of them , who had two litle chil- 
_ verty. Which he rece1ued with thanks, praiffng | dren with her , began to run towardsthe fire, 
ied the good will, wherwith ſhe tendredit, exhor- | and her children begged of her , that ſince 5he 
iis ting her always to do what good ſhe could to | went to dy, 5h2 would not leaue them in this life; 
ſed the poore,and he promiſed not only to her, but | but that as (be had brought them forth into this 
od | toall that ſhould be deuout vnto him , to pro- | corporal/ light , ſo sbe would helpe them to come 
& | cute them both aliue and dead , ſuccour and | to the light of beauen ,and to enioy our Lord. 
of | allſtance in all their neceflities. They brought | Agricolaus was foare vexed to heare theſe 
< Vito the Saint all the ſick therabouts and he | words of the litle children, and to ſee theire 
od cured them by his prayers. Awong them was | teares : and cryed out : ab ! yomen and children 
the | Yu Ws - 
Je 


do make 4 ſcorn of vs. Then he hung the wo- 
— Hen vp, and grated their fleſh with combes 
3- ofiron But(ogoodnes of God |) their wounds 
FEBRV= ,in not blood , but milk , and their fleſh was 
ARY. more white then ſnow. And as faſt as the 
executioners did rent their bodies, the Angells 
healed them , and viſibly appearing to them 
ſaid. Let not theſe torments affright you. Fight, 
and you sball gaine 4 wiftonie and 2 crowne. 
Your paine Will ſoone paſſe , but your reward 
shall laſt for euer. At length the Preſident 
would hauethem caſt into the fire ; whence 
our Lord brought them forth without any 
harme. Wherefore he gaue ſentence that they 
ſhould be beheaded. Which was don accordin- 
ply. But firſt they gaue onrLord thanks for ſo 
11ngular 4 fauour , defiring him to accept of 
their bodies and ſoulcs in ſacrifice, and faid 
with one hart and voice : ve giue thee thanks o 
Lord , for bauing giuen vs the grace to be ſacri- 
ficed , like innocent lambes, upon this eAltar. 
The Preſident would tempt Saint Blaſe once 
more,ard ſeeing that he loſt his labour,com- 
manded him to be throwne into the lake,whe- 
re his Gods had bin drowned, But he hauing 
made the figne of the croſſe, walked ſecurely 
vpon the water , without ſinking ; and 
then ſitting downe in the midle of it , inuited 
the infidells and officers todo the like , if they 
thought their Gods could helpe them, There 
entred into the lake threeſcore and eight, who 
ſtraight ſunk to the bottome , and were all 
drowned : but an angell appearing to Saint 
Blaſe ſpoke vnto him in this ſort : 0 bleſſed 
ſoule, illuminated by our Lord ,o Prelate ,great 
frend of God, come forth of this water , for to 
receine the crowne of Immortal glorie. And pre- 
ſently the holy Martyr came walking to the 
land, with ſo bright-ſhining a countenance, 
that the Pagans were much terrified therewith, 
and the Chriſtians no lefle comforted. 'The 
Preſident all confounded, ſecing how litle his 
inventions and arts did take effe&,commanded 
he ſhould be beheaded. The Saint being readie 
to receive the ſtroke of the (word, prayed for 
all thoſe that bad aided him in his paines,and 
for thoſe, that in ages to come ſhould recom- 
mend themſeclues to hisprayers. And our Lord 
himſelf appeared vnto him , and faid with a 
loud veice , that all there preſent heard, him. 
T bane heard thy prayer, and granted thy requeſt. 
And {traightways his head was cut of, as allo 
the heads of the two children of the holy 
voran , who at their entreatie , had recom- 
nenced them to Saint Blaſe. This was the 
o!oricus end of this holy Biſhop. He dyed in 
Sctaſte on the third of February , on which 
Gay the Church kcepeth his teaſt, The Chri- 
fliags tocke his bodie , and buried it with 
great deuction. And our Lord wroughtgreat 
n ir:cles by his interceſſ.on , and gaue health 


Saint Blaſc Bishop and: Martyr, 


we haue admirable examples of faith , fortitude! . 


to 0.1.y ſick, In the Martyrdom of this Saint! 


and conſtancy.The Prelats of theChurch ought 
to imitate ſo worthy 4 Prelate ; women ma 
imitate the holy women, who for their deuo. 
tion, and gathering vp his bleſſed blood, dyed 
vadauntedly for Chriſt, And euen childreg 
may take a pattern ofthe children, that were 
beheaded with the Saint, chooſing rather to 
follow their pious mother vnto Sor , theg 
to remaine in this miferahle lite, 
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THE. LIFE OF SAINT AGATH} 
Virgin and Martyr. 


N the Raigne of Decius Emperour, 
whilſt Quintianus was gouernour of 
E292) Sicily,there came forth 4 bloodie edit 
whereby it was commanded that all Chriſtians 
ſhould be apprehended and put to death with 
all fort of crueltic. This proclamation came to 
the cares ofa young Lady, called Agatha, who 
was endowed with foure qualities much eſtee- 
med in-women : for ſhe was very noble, rich, 
beautifull, and chaſt. And aboue all , ſhe ys 
2 Chriſtian , born in thejcitie of Palermo, in 
the opinion of Metaphraſtes , Surius , and Li. 
poman. She had a great deſire to maintaine her 
virginall puritie , and to ſhed her blood for 
Chriſt , whom ſhe was always beſceching and 
praying to detend her from the wicked tyrant, 
that ſought to take from her her- faith and 
chaſtity. Quintianus reſiding then at Catana, 
commanded ſhe ſhould be brought before him, 
and ſhe , armed with prayer, and with the ſp» 
rit ard grace of God preſented herſe !f before 
the Jadge, full of ioy and confidence, Noſo- 
oner had Quintianus caſt his cyes ypon het, 
but he was almoſt out of himſelf with fond 
affe&ion. Whertore forgetting his office ofL ord 
Preſident , neglecting his duty , and what he 
owed to luſtice, not regarding the cuill exams 
ple which he gaue to the poeple vader his 
charge , who looked vpon his a&tions as the 
rule and pattern of their owne ; and infine 
trampling vnder foot all equitie , pietic and 
religion, reſolued to vſe all meanes imaginable 


to get of that pure ſoule what he intended. 


But the better tocouer and difſemble his de- 
ſigne , he committed her to the cuſtodic of 
Aphrodifa, a craftie and ſubtle old woman, 
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that had five faire! , but wanton davghters, z 
hoping that in ſuch companie and conuerls+ | 


tion , ſhe mught wage cold in ber Joue _ 
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flity and of Chriſt, and ſo become more pliant 
to his will and pleafure. The malicious old 


bo wife taking Saint — to her houſe began 


preſently to praiſe her ordinarie ſtratagemes 
and deuiſes , wherewith ſhe was wont to in- 
veigle and enſnare the fimple and ignorant 
minds of young mades ; and told her in faw- 
ning and ſmooth language : that 5she might 
freely and ſecurely open ber bart, there betng no 
companie in the houſe beſides ber daughters , a- 
mong ff Whom she might wfe all libertie , and 
ſprake and do what he pleaſed without feare or 
miſtruſt. That the needed not to dreador [uſpe#l 
guittianus , for that he was 4 man generous, 
courteous , of 4 noble diſpoſition , and wbo deſired 
to oblige all the world , and that if She were not 
4 Chriſtian , without all queſtion she would Yin- 
ne his hart , and te miſtreſ as well of him, as 
of all Sicily. Much more to this purpoſe did ſhe 
add , ſuggeſted vnto her by the venimous ſer- 

ent, who doth abundantly furniſh women of 
that trade with diſcourſe and matter for to 
beguile poore ſoules. But the holy virgin 
litle minded what ſhe faid , hauing} her hart 
fixed vpon God , whom with great affeQi- 
on ſhe beſeeched to ſecure her purity , and 
defend her from the violence of thoſe who 
fought to Raine it. And as Aphrodiſia cea- 
ſed not continually to beat her cares with 
the ſame babling ;ſhe reſolued one day to 
declare herſelt once for all ; and fo to ridd 
herſelf from the hiſſing of the ſerpent,ſo trou- 
bleſome to her pureſt thoughts. Wheretore ſhe 
anſwered her in this manner : «Aphrodifia , 1 
vel wnderſtand the tricks and wiles , whichyou 
are wſing to perſwade and bring me to deaie my 
Chriſt, dis honour my famuly, and (ell mywirgs- 
vity, But do not think that you baue ſo much 
eloquence or 5kill as to preuaile with me. 1 do 
confider that tongue of yours , not as the tongue 


& Woman, but of 2 deuill that is talkzng in thee, | 


8nd as 1 do abborre and deteſt him , ſo do T flye 
from 30u , and Will not permitt any of theſe per- 
wicious Words to enter my eares or bart.l do ad- 
wiſe y0w, as 4 Chriſtian , that am bound by my 
profeſſion to do what good | can to thoſe Who ao 
intend me miſchiefe , to bane cave of yourſelf,and 
to leaue of this wicked and infamous office which 
you bave taken pon you , to your Owne shame, 
the preiudice of the common Wealth, and bad 
example to your children. Do not enſuare this 
citie With your ginns ;nor caſt fire into the harts 
of poore {ample maides. For you do more barme, 
and area greater enemie ef the publick good then 
if 308 should kindle fire in the foure quarters of 
the tone ; or sbould poiſon the fountaines , at 
Which all come to bials 1nd although the Gomer- 
nour beareth with you , yett the God of heauen 
ill choſtiſe you moſt rigorouſly. eAnd if you will 
not ſurceaſe from tempting and ſollictting me for 
Jour one credit , and good of your ſoale , at 


leaſt riue it ouet ,#0t to loofe your tame , and 
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| ſcatter Yords in the aire. For F would bane you 
to underſtand ,that T am (0 jetled and ſo firme 5. 
in the loue of my Lord Feſus Chiiſt 3 and ſo Feaxy: 
reſolued to keepe the vow Which F baue made x YL. 
him of perpetual virginity, that by the aſſiſtance © 
of His grace | do hope that the ſunne 5hall ſooner 
looſe its light , the fire its beate , and ſnow its 
| Whitenes , then I 5hall alter my reſolution and 
purpoſe. Let Quintianus tharpen and Wet bis 
raſors , ons bis lyons , heape wp together all 
the fevell he can for fires; pitch all bis netts, 
| Jett open bell gates , if he can, and flure vp all 
the denills againſt me. Lett bim do bis wor##, 
| I will dy 2 virgin and 4 Chriſtian : and F feare 
| m0 wi0lence from him , becauſe eAlmightie God, 
to whom I baue delicated todie axd (oule , vill 
protei7 me. You are growen old, Aphrodiſia aud 
death is knocking at yourdore , and appeareth in 
your face. Looke wnto yourſelf, acknowlege your 
Creator, be ashamed of the bad example Which you 
haut giuen to your dauzhters, and to all the citie, 
| lament yourſelf, and jour life miſpent , turne 
fo God, io pernance , confeſſe and adore bim , 
leaſt in his anger he come to punish and deſtroy 
304, Aphrodiſa after this fpeech perceived right 
well that ſhe loſt her time and labour about 
Saint Agatha , and hauing kept her in her 
| houſe thirtic days, came to the Gouernour, 
and ſaid. Sir, F haue taken great paines With 
that gentle Yoman , whom you gaues me care of, 
T hhaue omitted nothing , but imployed the wtter- 
moſt of my skill and power to incline ber toyour 
Will. And after all she cleaueth ſo faſt to her 
Relizion , and is fo ſet wpon the conſerning her 
virginity ; that you may /ooner ſoften iron, Reels, 
and the hardeſt diamond , then tring her to 
change and alter her reſolution. } haue offered 
\. ber cofily and rich attire, iewells . and prettous 
ſtones ; 6nd che ſetts them all at naught « and 
| ſeemeth to haue no other deſire nor thought day and 
night ,then to dy for Chriſt. Quintianus hea» 
ring this ſendeth for Agatha , and asked of 
what familie and houſe the was. She anſwered. 
[ am of an atttient and noble family,as myfrends 
and kindred io teftify , and it is well knoven 
through all Sicaly.Why thes , faith Quintianus, 
teitiz /o well born , do you follow the ways of 
poeple that are wile and contemtible? the Saint 
replyeth : becanſe although F be lors 2 Lady, 
Jert am 2 the bondvoman and lace of Teſus Chriſt 
my Lord :nor am 4 proude of my high birth, 
for that true nobility is to ſerue Chriſt ith 
pure hart. eAre ve then, ſaith Qnintianus , de- 
graded from our nobility ,\vbo do contemne your 
crucified God ? and the faint : if you be fo on- 
thralled to the denil} , as to adore ſtones, yhere 
| is your motility and liberty? The wicked Iudge 
commanded an ufficer to ſtricke her on the 
face , that she may learne, ſaith he , more witt/ 
and not to anſwer /o impertinently to ber Lord, 
The virgins face became redand black with 
| the blow ,but ſo much the more comety and 


— 
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— ſeeing that he could gett nothing trom her , 


beautifullin the ſight of God. And Quintianus | 


but words full of faith, hope , and loue of 


FeBrV= Chit , commanded her vnto priſon, bidding 


her to aduiſe well what was beſt for her ; 
either to looſe her life by torce of torments , or 
to denie Chriſt, 

The Saint entred the priſon with as great 
joy «nd content, as if ſhe had entred into a 
paradiſe of delights, begging of our Lord to 
orant her the vicorie ouer the tyrant , and 
the crowne of Martyrdome, The day tollow- 
ing ſhe was againe brought betore the Gouer- 
nour , and he firſt with faire and flattering 
tpeach, then with ſharp words and threatnirigs 
endeauoured toperſwade her to renounce her 
fa:th and loue of Chriſtto whom with a reſo- 
lute and vigorous ſpirit ſhe made this anſwer: 
Buintianus , you do promiſe me life , ſecure reſt , 
and telicity if F vill abandon Chriſt ; and | do 
tell you that 1 Will haue no other life , reſt, nor 
felicity then Teſus Chriſt. Do not, think, to af- 
fright me by menacings and threats, For F vould 


hane you to kno that there is no hind moſt hot- 


by purſued , and aimoſt dead Yith thirſt ,1hat ſo 
much longs after the water of 4 cleere fountaine, 
as.F do ſeeke and deſire to come to the triall of 
your torments , that F may be the ſooner andmure 
cloſely wnited ito Chriſt, The Wheate is mot 
brought into the granarie,uniill it be dreſ$ed and 


cleanſed of the chaff e neither is tle ſoule receined 


into keauen , until the borte be deadwypon earth. 
]f you Will make wſe of the ſvurd againſt 
me. I am rendie to firetch forth my neck. 
If you will haue me whipped , lo , bere are my 
shoul ers if you Will burne me with fire , here 
is my bodie. If you Will expoſe me to be deuou- 
red of leaſts ; my flesh , jeete hands head, enery 
limme of me is in reatines for What torment 
ſoener you pleaſe to inflil wvpon me. Vex and 
torment , burn ,tye ſquiſe , flay , bruiſe , treake 
done , and kill this bodie. The more cruelty you 
shall exerciſe tovards me , the more Will you 
oblize me , and 1 sball be the more fanonred of 
any ſweet ſpouſe Teſus Chriſt, What do you 1s? 
What do you expe? for? Why do Jou linger , and 
prolong time ? at theſe words the Gouernour 
fell into a ſtrange and furious paſſion, andin 
a rage commanded the hangman to wring and 
wrelt for a prettic while one of her breaſts 
after a barbarous and cryell manner , then to 
Cutt it quite and cleane of. The £aintnothing 
diſmayed or troubled , ſpoke vnto hicm ſoberly 
and graurly: art thou not ahamed o cruell Tyrant, 
to torment 4 Woman in her breaſts, hauing receiued 
the firſt #,uns! ment of life from thy mothers 
breaſts? But he being now fleſted in that pure 
blood , and more c:uell then a typre, relented 
nothing;tor theſe words ; but ſent her back to 


. priſon, gwing ſri order that nothing ſhould 


be given her to cate or drink, and no jurgeon 
permitted to drefle the wound, intending 10 


+ 
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to conſume her with famin and paine. But 
our Lord ſent Saint Peter the Apoſtle, in the 
Shape of a venerable old man , with many fal- p,, 
ues, like 4 phiſitian ,and before him came 3 * 
youth with a.torch in his hand , that gaye 
light to the dark dungeon , where Saint Aga. 
tha lay ; and he with a ſweete and ſmiling 
countenance ſaluted her, and ſaid: the tyrant 
bath gained nothing of thee by all his torments; 
tut remaineth aftuniched and confounded. «And 
though be bath put you to paine,and cutte of your 
breaſt , be shall pay aeare for it in eternall fl- 
mes. I Was preſent , when it yas cutt of , and 
[aw that it may be healed , and now come to cure 
Jou , and giue you perfet7 health. She anſwered 
the Apoſtle ,not knowing who he was . that 
She bad wener in ber life wed any corporall me- 
decine , neither would she now begin fur che had 
placed ber confidence in Chiiſt that be would 
heale her who with bis only word can repaire 
all things. And whilſt the holy virgin out of 
her modeſtie , and confhdeace in our Lord 
that he would helpe her , refuſed to admit 
other care; S. Peter diſcoucred himſelf who he 
was and that he came as ſent from our Lord to 
heale ber wound , and teſtore her breaſt which 
had bin cutte of : and that in token of this truth 
she shonld be perfettly Whole and ſound. And 
with this diſappeared , and ſhe viewing her 
bodie , found it entirely cyred, and her breaſt 
reſtored to its place , And turning her hat 
and voice to God , faied. I thank thee my Lord 
Teſus Chriſt , that thou haſt bin pleaſed to k 
mindfull of me , and ſend me thy Apoſtle t 
beale my Wounds and brinz my bodie to its fif 
and intire eſtate. Preſently vpon this prayer, 
4 moſt bright and reſplendent light filled that 
dark priſon , in ſo much that the gards run 
away for feare , and left the dores open the 
other priſoners aduiſed the Saint to make vic 
of the occaſion and fave herſelf , which ic 
refuſed to do ſaying : God forbid that I rhiuld | 
auit the field, and flie , untill l haze compledtt 
vi-torie ouer my enemie.Fower days after Quit* þ 
tianus called her againe before him , and: ier- 
ing her whole and found , and that ſhe dil 
moſt conſtantly auerre that Chriſt had cured 
her, he was on the one fide truck with admie 
ration and confuſion , and on the other mad 
with anger and indignation. He com 
the floore to be ftrawed with gloing coals, 
and ſharp little peeces of tiles and pots , and 
the Saint to be rolled naked vpon them that F 
the fire wight burn her fleſh,and potſhards all | 
i new incicaſe to her paine. Whilſt the virgi | 
was in this torment, our Lord ſent 3 feartul F 
earthquake , which did ſhake the whole Ot F 
of Catana , and Killed two frends of the gout® | 
nour , wulteins and, Theophilus , as Metaphii | 
tes calleth them, or, as the Roman Breula!! | 
names them , $:luinus and Faſconus. All the | 


city beipg in 4 t1ght cucd out ; that L 
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[. % ; was 2 iuſt ſcourge of God for the vniuſt | 4 pure ſacrifice to God. She was martyred vpon 

i vhs crueltic towards Agatha. And the people run | the fift of February , in the yeare of our Lord a 
ie ſ<w'* tothe gouernours houſe who was muchtrou- | two hundred fifty two, in the time of Decius x. 
2» Wit. bled to ſce that tumultuous concourſe , and | Emperour,and S. Cornelius Pope. The Church Fear v« 
w | hearetheir loude clamours : but fearing that | kerpeth her feaſt on the day of her death. a x1, 
ut they would take Agatha by force from him, Quintianus preſently after her death thir- X 
tr; ſent her back preſently to priſon. There the | ſting after her mcanes went with 4 great 
ud holy virgin lifting vp her hands to heauen, | traine to Palermo , where they were , for to 

y virg 5 _— "7 
ur where her hart was lodged , prayed in this | take poſſeſſion of them; but in paſſing over a 
a manner. «My eternall God , who ont of thy ps” | brige, & horſe bit him in the face, an other 
nd re goodnes baſt armed me with thy celeſtzall grace kikt hum into the river , where he was drowe 
vre po fiht againſt the tyrant for the exaltation of | ned,and his body was never more found : that 
red thy faith ; and boaſt made me that am young, | wethereby may vnderſtand the iuſt indgments 
bat weake and tender , in t'4s fraile fleth toouercome | ot our Lord, how at laſt he challiſeth lewdaes, 
ne- ſo many torments , ſouldiars , aud armed men |! | -rac|tic,and cou. touſnes in thoſe that do affront 
bad open 0 Lord, the armes of thy mercy andreceive my | him, and perſecute his Saints, This increaſed 
uid foule ,that thir#eth after thee with an extreme | the honour of Saint Agatha, which was yet 
ure reat defire and lowe.With thisprayer ſhe ended | much more augmented by what happencd the 
of EE life, or rather began ancternalllife in hea | yeare following , and on the very day of her 
ad yen, goc forth bleſſed ſoule in Gods holy name | Martyrdome in this manner. The mount Erna, 
aitt enter into thy proper houſe , and take poſicf- | which 1s called Mont-Gibell is one of the 
he fion of the glorious fight and viſion ot him, | higheſt and moſt Rupendious that are in the 
d to who did ſo rauiſh you with his loue that for | world , always couercd with ſnow ; and yet 
bich hs fake you contemned life and all the doth ſmoake and caſt forth flames of fire. The 
wth pleaſures of the earth. All the world admireth | citic of Catana is a good league from the 
nd ® and preacheth thy vertue, the faithtull do ce- | foote of the mountaine. It happened that after 
her lebrate thy vitories and crownes ; women | 4 moſt horrible rumbling and roaring within 
cal with ſoare breaſts by calling vpon thee , are | the bowells of the mountaine there iflucd forth 
hart eaſed and cured; by thee thy countrie is hono- | a cloude of fire making towards Catana. The 
.ord red , and the holy Church enriched. Grant vs | inhabitants , although they were pay- 
ok thy fauour , that whoſocuer do write, read, | Rims , _ the vtter deſtrution of their 
ta or heare thy life , may imitate thy vertues, and | city , and deſtitute of all remedic , by an inſpi- 
fif be partaker of thy glorie. ration of God, who intended to manifeſt the 
yer, So ſoone as the death of Saint Agatha | glorie of his Saint ranne to Saint Agatha 
that was publiſhed, all the people flocked together | tepulcher , and taking the vaile which coucred 
ru to honour and reverence that moſt chat bo- | her bleſſed bodie , carried it againſt the fire, 
the die ,that had indured ſo much for Chriit,and | and held it there diſplayed and ſpread abroad 
yi as they were carrying it to be buricd in a | and preſently the fire ſtopped his courſe and 
ſhe tombe , there appeared 2 young man richly | went no further. This miracle hath bin fre- 
ould attired attended by a hundred more (whocer- | quently renewed when that fiery hill hath 
ge |  tainly were Angells of our Lord who putin | cait out its flames through the fields and lands 
wil the tombe at the Saints head, 4 marble table, | of that city which certainly , long before this 
Ter- that bore this inſcription: « Mentem ſanZam, | had bin conſumed to aſhes, if it had not bin 
did ſpontaneam , Dev honorem 7 pattie liberati- preſerued by its glorious Patroneſſe Saint 
ured ® nem this boly ſoul and voluntarie , that offered | Agatha. Jt is 4 thing moſt ftirange , and-woald 
Ini ® — boiſelf willingly did honour God, and delivered | not be credible ( were it not proper to the 
mal ® ber countrey. This was her epitaphe brought | omnipotent power of God) to ſee ruſhing from 
ans © from heaven by Angells , where in few words | the top of that mountaine towards the tows 
als, ©  iscompriſed all that can be ſaid in praiſc of | ne a vaſt impetuous torrent of hire, broad and 
and | this glorious virgin Martyr fince the holy of | deepe , of matter as thick as lead or other met- 
that Þ holies calleth her bolze , and faith that be | tall melted , co:1luming and deuouring what 
sadl ®  vffered berfelf voluntarily to Maityrdome , and | ſocucr ſtandeth in its way : aud to beholdthe 
irgin © Knew how to honour God and protef7 her coun- | clergie and people going forth in proceſſion 
utull F try. He _—_ her not for bauing bin born | to meet it , and incounter with it not with 
, city | 11 4 moſt famous city , and of 4 noble extrac« | water or engines for to quench it ; or any 
au | tion , nor for her riches, beauty, or other na- | inſtruments tor to ſtopp its courſe and beate 
ho # turall graces and ornaments , which women | it back ; but with the only prote&ion of 
ziarie | boaſt of (though Agatha was eminent for all | Saint Agatha, and with her vaile ; which as 
ll the * theſe ornaments ) becauſe they are but litle | ſoone as it appeareth, preſently the fire, as if 
; this conſiderable before Almightie God ; but for | it had the vie of reaſon , Rayeth its current 
wi the holy mind ſhe had, and for the great and | and goeth no further, And not only the vail, 
ulent afteion, wherewith ſhe offcred herſelf | which hath couered her bodic, bnt any cotton, 
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which hath touched the ſaid bodie hath the 
ſame vertue. In our days in the yeare one 
thouſand five hundred thirtie ſeauen , the 
riveroffire breaking forth , came rowards the 
Monaſterie of Saint Nicolas de Arenas, and 


touched it not , but fell vpon two villages, | 


Nicoloſe and Mompeliere , and almoſt quite 
conſumed them: and ruſhing towards the vine- 

ard of 4 poore man which lay in the way 
(which I my (elf have ſeen) he ſhott againſt it 
out of 4 cane ſome cotton, which had touched 
the Saints bodie ; and the fire being now iult 
ypon the vineyard devided it felt intotwo ſtre- 
ames ; and without any harme done to the 
poore mans ground, burat, waſted, and ſpoi- 
ledail the reit that was aboutit. At which time 
the mountaine caſt forth ſuzh a quantity of 
aſhes that they were ſcattered and ſpread a- 
broad for ſome three thouſand miles ; and cer- 
taine shipps, that were failing from veniſc to 
Sicily , run great riſque by the vait heapes of 
aſhes that fc]l vpon them : as "Thomas Fazellus 
wtitcth , 4 diligent author in the affaire of 
Sicily. Theſe are the wonders of God , and 
perpetuall miracles , which he worketh, argu- 
nients and tcſtimonies of his infinite power. 
and this honour he doth his Saints to moue 
vs ro praiſc him in all his creatures ; and to 
honour and imitate thoſe , who choſe 
rather to looſe theit lives, then their 
chaſtity and their faith ; as did bleflcd 
Saint Agatha, For which ſhe is now famous 
through cut the world, and 1n lo great venc- 
ration , that euen Saint Lucy that moſt holy 
virgin and Mattyr came 1n pilgrimage from 
Saragoſla in Sicily to Catana vnto Saint Aga. 
thas ſepulcher , tor to obtaine her mothers 
health. 
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THE LIEE OF SAINT DOROTHEE, 
Vingin and Martyr. 


D N the time of the Emperours , Con- 

2 tantius Chlurus, and Maxiinianus Ga- 
T8 lerius, who ſucceeded Diocletian, and 
Maximianus Hetrculus , the perſecution, which 
had-bin raiſed againſt the Chriſtians continued 
ill. There lined then at Celarea in Capa- 
docia 3 Chriſtian virgin , called Dorothec 
adorned with all good parts which can be de- 
fired in a woman: but the chiete and princi- 


pall were modcſtic , chaſtitity , mildnes , gra-,} and yſc what induſtrie they could to prefers 


uity , and her continvall-ſtadie of prayer and 
mortification all the citie tooke notice of her 


eminent qualities. There came to the city x x 


gouernour ſent by Maximian , a terrible ene- 
| mie of Chriſt , and of all that ptoxeſicd his Re. 
ligion; who hearing the fame of Dorothee, 
that ſhe was a Chiiſtian , and well born, 
commanded- that ſhe ſhould be apprehen. 
ded, and brought before him. The Saing 
came as was befitting 4 modeſt virgin , with 
her eyes caſt downe vpon the ground ,and her 
hart raiſed vp to God. Apricius ( fo was the 
g0ucrnour called ) asked her her name , and 
then told her that he had ſent for her to haw 
her offer ſacrifice to the immortall Gods, as the 
Emperours had commanded. to whom the yir- 


heauen hath commanded me , to ſerue him alone, 
and acknoVlege bim ſor the one'y God. Whom, is 
your opinion , 0 «Apricius , ought Ye to oby, 
when they do thwart, the Emperour of heauen, 
or the Emperour of tle earth : God , or man? 
leane this diſeonrſe (faith Apricius) and prepare 
yourſelf to obey , and to ſacrifice to the Gods, 
| Otherwiſe it is like to coſt you deare. eAndI 
sha# make you an example , that others my 
learn by y0u. The example that f will gize 
(replyeth Saint Dorothce) 5hall be to teach al, 
not to feare man, tut God. For all t'e painu 
that you Tunes, and Preſidents can inflift vpn 
vs, are temporall and short, but thoſe of bell are 
eternall and Without eud. This diſcourſe net- 
tled and vexcd the Indge; 2nd he commanded 
her to be put vpon the racke. And the Saint 
hanging tkere, with a conſtant and vndaunted 
mind iroke thus vato him. What maketh 08 
ro forteare why do you expert ? diſpatch quickly 
what you baue to do , that F may come to jet 
and enioy him for Whoſe leue 1 am ſo far from 
fearing , that F {do enen deſire your torments.Fat 
he is my ſpouſe , ho inuiteth me to his part 
aſe Which is 4 garden of pleaſure, where the fruit 
is as grateful io the eye , as it is delicious 0 
the taſt, always fresb and | eautifull Where lillits 
roſes , and all ſorts of flowers do nener wi 
ther , tut keefe their werdnve in all ſeaſon 
where /ountatnes of l1uing Water neuter diie v9, 
aul the ſoules of the Saints mo reioice in Chiiff, 
Jt vere better for thee ( ſaid Apricius) to /eaut 
of theſe vanities ., and jacrifice to the Gods , anl 
take 4 butbantl; andlead & contented life. The 
virgin anſwered. 7 will not ſacrifice wnto the 
denills becauſe F am 4 Chriffian : nor haue 1 
neede of 4 husband , ſeeing F am efpoujed 
Jeſus Chriſt. Apricius perceiving that he lok 
his time with her, calleth tor two ſiſters Chrt 
ſteta, or (according to Baronius) Chriſtens i 
Chriſtina ,and Cal:/la: who formerly had bin 
Chriſtians , and for feare of torments had re- 
nounced the taith of Chriſt ; and charged 
them to take the holy virgin to their houſe; 
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Saint Dorothee Virgin and: Martyr. 


her;,to what they had don , promiſing them 
reat rewards for their paines ; and that to 


11f» what he had alrcadic giuen them for having 
% adored the Gods, he would add many great 


and ſpeciall fauours , it they could turn the 
hart of this virgin , and draw her to follow 
their example. The two liſters were not (lack 
in exhorting Saint Dorothee , to looke to 
herſelf and confider well the contentments and 
pleaſures of the preſent life hich ste ought not 
to caſt away for 4 douitſull and uncertmne hope 


- of ant other life. They fct before her their owne 


example ; the gaine and profit which they 
jcaped by it ,and the paines and torments, 
which they muſt have fuffered , if they had 
not cowplicd. But the Saint turning their re- 
alons and arguments, by degrees perſwaded 
them io acknowlege their tault and return 
to God , to demand him pardon , to enter treſh 
into the battaile againe and diſpoſe thewiel- 
ves to dy for their faith : for that God (faith 
ſhe ) is moſt merciſull ; ana there is no Yound 
ſo incurable that he can not hea'e, He 4 
called 4 Saniour becauſe he. doth deſire to [aue 
ws, and 4 Reneemer , becauſe he doth re- 
deeme ws ; and he holds it to te 4 greater at- 
me to /leſpaire of his mercie , then to Aenie 
bim in torments. With theſe and other like 
words , full ct ſpirit and truth , ſhe reduced 
them back to the faith of Chriſt, animated «nd 
encouraged them to ſutter torments, b<« ſcechir g 
our Lord to grant them pardon of their fin 
which they had committed in their fall , and 
to arine them with grace and conſtancy. The 
Preſident ſent tor them all three, and taking 
a ſide the two liſt. rs, asked them What mind 
Dorothee Nas yer of. And when he heard 
their anſwer , that not only the remained firm 
and conſtant , but that 5he har gor the beiter it 
the diſpute between tem , and adravue tiem 10 
ter fide ; for ti at tley Yeie mow veſulues 
to (ufſer all the torments Y'ich be cousd impoſe 
wþon them , to w arh a" ay Yith their bluod thar 
ſormer diſer ace, aud ay for Chriſt ;he was alwolt 
out of his witts , and commanded. the two 
ſiſters to be tyed back to back , and caſt Into 
the fire , in caſe they refuted to fſaciifice tothe 
Gods. And they cried out aloud to our Lord: 
Keeineo Lord Tejus Chriſt. Sauvur of the world 
this our penance, and pardon vs : Andasthey 
had ſaid this, they were throwne 11to the hre 
before Saint Dorothees eyes ; who received a 
lingular great contentment and 1oy that thele 
foules were reskued from the deuill and purcha 
ſedagaine for God :(hee ſpoke thus vnitothem : 
Go my ſiſters go before me to beauen. Be aſSured 
that God bath pardoned you ; and that by 
this Martyrdome you haue recouered what 
before you bal loft , and that the eternal 
father Yill com to meete you for to raceine you 
to Vis boſome opening vnt0y0u the armes of his 
nite mercy, Apricius made ber be itrigt,and 


| 


ſet the ſecond time vpon the torture; and whilft 
they were tormenting her,anddiltointed all her. 
limmes, the Saint wasas ioyfnlland contented 
as are thoſe who have at length obtained their. 
defire and wiſh. Wher at the Judge wondering 
iaid vnto her What meanetb this feizned toy, 
thai thou shevve##? vhy 42 thow jo counterſit 
vnto vs 4 falſe content ? But the virgin. re- 
plyed : Nexer in all the days of my life , did 1 
feele ſo much toy and [atisfation., as ] hawue at 
preſent:b.th for haning reſtored to God thoſe two 
ſoules , #61i.b you badtaken from lim ; for Which 
the cAngells ao reioice in keauen; as alſo fort/ e 
hopes IT haue ſpeedily to' enivy my God in their 
compante. Wherefore make haſt eApricius , and 
keepe me no longer in 4 languizhing expe9a- 
ton. The crueii tyrant hearing this, bid them 
put lighted torches to her fides aud burn her 
bowells, But the Martyr the niore ſhe was 
tormented , the more cheertull- ſhe was and 
laughed at the executioners, Then by the ty- 
raiits order ſhe was taken downe from the 
rack, and her virginal! tace was moſt barba- 
rouſly buffcted , tor he was aſhamed to heare 
hcr ipeake fo refolutly and with fo much li- 
bertic. But {Hil as they multiplied-her paines 
to did they augment her joy ; for the vigor of 
our Loris ſpit did more abound in her. Fi- 
nally the executioners being tyred ,and Apis 
cius contounded , the blefled Saint was con- 
cemaned to be beheaded, which ſentence ſhe 
recetued with wondertull 1oy,and thanked our 
Loid in this manner. I prazſe thee, my Lord, 
cbaſt loner of jeules , for that thow haſt called 
me to the mainiaze of the ſpotleſſe Lamb and 
inuited me to thy beau'niy bankette.As ſhe was 
led to Execution wn Ayuocate, by name The- 
ophilus , having heard hee ſay that in the Pa- 
radile ot Chriit her ſpoutc , whither ſhe was 
going, tierce 1/as abundance of delicious fruit 
io vl fealens 3 and roſes that never faded, 
{aid VNIO BL 14 METHMENT: dp your Feare,yow 
ſpowſe of Chriſt? do me one pleaſure ; and{end 
me jr0, your ſpouſes garden jome of thoſe fruits 
gn flowers , W/1ch you hane [0 tizbiy com mens 
Jed ant praiſed unto vs. Andrthe virpm ſober 
ly and coniucatly anlwered : 1 Wil} do it Wis 
thout faile I will do it. And whilt ſhe was 
ypon her kaces, hauivg now ended her prayer 

and expected the blow ot the ſword there 

appeaied an Anyell in the torme of a litle 

child , with a litic basket ia his hand , and 

in it three anolt faire and goodly apples , and 

three adlmirablic roſes, The Martyr deſired him 

tO cariie them from her to Theophilus , and 

tell-hum Dorothee a:curding to ber promiſe , ſent 

him thoſe from the Barieu of her ſpouſe, Telus 

Chriſt. i happened that Theophilus was then 

cccounting to bis companions what had paſſed 

between the virgin and himſelf, and ieſting at 

the apples and roſes, which ſhe promifed to 


| {cad hi , it being the laxt of Februarie , and 
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in time ofa great froſt, when vn-expe&cdly co- 
mes in the child, and brings him that preſent 
from the Saint. It'is ſtrange how this wiought 
vpon Theophilus. He was preſently changed 
into an other man and acknowledging the 
devine power , confeſſed with i loud voice 
Teſusr Chriſt was the only God. And after many 
queſtions and anſwers that paſſed betwecn 
him and his companions; the gouernour,who 
had bin informed of this ſudden change, ſent 
for him, but could not yet belicue what he he- 
ard of him tor Theophilus had bin a great ſtic- 
kler, andone that was moſt a&iue in kiadling 
the fire of perſecution againſt Chriſtians:but 
after 4 long diſcourſe finding him to be molt 
firme and reſolute in confelling Chrit to be 
God , and deriding the Jdolls, he commanded 
him to be hung vpon the rack and cruelly 
tortured : the bleſſed man in the meane while 
reioycing and ſaying: nov 1 am 4 Chriliian 
indeed, hanging as it were wpon 4 croſie. And 
when the Preſident ſeeing ſtreames of blood 
to run downe from his wounds, did fay vnto 
him. Unbappic man that thou art , baſt thou 
20 pitty of thy bodie he anſwered : wnbappy 
thou , take pity of thy Joule, For I vill not at 
preſent, Spare my bodie, that God may pardon my 
ſoule eternally. Apricius bid them to rake his 
ſides with clawes of ſteele , and then burn 
them with fiery torches. But when neither the- 
ſe nor other tocments could ſhake the vn- 
danted courage, or abate the cheerfulnes of 
Theophilus , he commanded his head to be 
cut of. At the pronouncing of which ſentence 
the Martyr anſwered. 7 gue thee thanks my 
Lord Teſus Chriſt for this favour. And ſo he 
dyed , and went to emioy God eternally in 
hcauen together with Saint Dorothe , whoſe 
feaſt the Church kcepeth vpon the day of 
her Martyrdome , being the fixt of February, 
in the yeare three hundred and foure, in the 
Raygne of Confſtantius and Maximianus Galc- 
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—— THE LIFE OFSAINT ROMVALDVS 


Fel. Abbot , founder of the order of the 
ARY. © Camalaulenſes. 


Almightic God for to condudt the 
& glorious armic of his Church, one 
Y was the holy Abbot Romualdus, 
=Q=D8 {rt 3 Monk of the otder of Saint 
Benedic , and afterwards tather and Maſter 
of many Rcligious , and founder of the oxdex 


2 Mong the commanders choſen by 


Virgin and Martyr. 


of Calmaldula.His life is writen by Saint Peter ._. 


Damian who was of the ſame countrey, and li. 


ued at the ſame time;and is in this manner.Saint Fn 


Romualdus was born at Rauenna , a noble , 
city of Italy. His faiher was named Sergiug, 
of the line and famelie of the Dukes of Raven. 
na, called Honeſti. Romualdus was brought 
vp tenderly and delicately in his fathers houſe 
vatill he was twenty yeares of age ,and hig 
ordinary employment was hunting, and other 
youthtull cntertainments.But euen then when 
he was 1iding ouer the hills ,or wandring in 
the woods, his cycs and hart] were cuermore 
hxcd vpon trees, fountaines, and fields , with 
great inclination to ſolitude. There he began 
to raiſe and ſtirre vp his ſpirit to codtke 
how quiet and contented a lite he might leade 
in the deſert, being wearie of the court with 
its pleaſures and-vanities, no lefle troubleſome 
then dangerous. That which did moſt diſguſt 
him with the world, was a great debate and 
firite which aroſe between his [father Sergius 
and a neere kinſman of his about a peece of 
land; and ſit procceded fo far that Sergius 
was refolued to kill his competitor , foto res 
maine Lord of the field. And although Romu- 
aldus no ways approued this deſigne of his 
tather, yet the awfull reſpe& he bore him, 
tcconded with much follicitation and threats, 
preualed fo far with him, that he did concurte 
to 10 foule an a&, For Sergius ſlew his aduer- 
laric in a ducll , at which Romualdug was 
preſent. And although he contributed no mote 
to the crime ; yet he concciued fo great 4 hor- 
ror of it , that he condemned hiunſelf to 3 
rigorous pennance : for by this meancs God 
intended to call him vnto him , and dray him 
trom the folly and vanity of the world wheres 
fore retiring himſelf into a Monaſtcrie of St. 
Benet called Claſlenfis (where was kept the 
bodie of the glorious Martyr Apollinaris, who 
had bin Biſhop of Raucnna,, and diſciple of 
the Apoſtle Saint Peter) he ſpent there fortic 
days , and was attended by a lay brother a man 
ot great ſanity , who did very much deſire 
to make this gentleman become 4 Religious 
man. The good brothers example , deuotion 
and arguments which he brought , together 
with an apparition of Saint Apolinaris , who 
ſhewed himſclftothem both in exceſſive bright 
nes and glorie,noued Romualdus to quitt the 
world , and forgett its vaine hopes and pro- 
miſes. His hart was full of ioy, and he bathed 
in teares, and proſtrate betore the Altar dedi- 
cated , himſelf to our Lordeternally to ſeruc 
him. And a while after addreſſed himſelf tothe 
Abbot , and humbly begged of him the habite 
of the order, But he durit not giue 1t him for 
tcare of Scergius his father, who was a mal 
powerfull , rich, terrible , and paſſionate ; and 
Romualdus was his heyre ; vatill the Arch- 
biſhop of Raucnna, called Honeſtus,and Kinl- 
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Saint Romualdus Abboe. 


179 
z man ofRomualdus (who had hin Abbot of the | gaine to God Peter Vreeolo, , who. by euill 
7 Monaſterie) freed him of thoſe feares, and de- | meanes had vſurped the dominion of the Re* mann 
a+380- fired him to caſt away all humane reſpc&s , | publick of venice; being Duke of it. They ex- 
IF KT and ſetting Gods glorie betore bis eyes, toad- | horted him to pennance and deteſtation of his Fxaxvd 


ARy, mitt Romualdus into his order. The Abbot did | fin , and prevailed ſo much. with hinv, that he 4 Ks 
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ſo, and to the fingular great content of all 


| the Religious, gaue him the holy kabite. No 


ſooner was he admitted, but he did fo aduance 
io perfc&10n, and make ſuch progreſlc in all 
kind of veitues, that he was 4 mirrour anda 
patterne for the wbole convent. This troubled 
ſome that were tepid, and no ſtrickt obſeruers 
of Religioous diſcipline.For they could not en- 
dure ſo great holines of life, nor ſo much rigor 
and auſterity in 4 young man,who4 day or two 
beforc had renounced the yanities of the world, 
and now was become 1o great 4zelote of the 
Rule and profeſſion. This was ſuch an eyc-foar 
tothem , and did ſo vex them, that they euen 
conſpired to take away his lite ; to. ſo great I 
height of malice may 4 man arriue that bath 
gjucn way to his vuruly paſſions and diſordi- 
nate appetites , when he feareth cortcftion,as 
a curbe. They had cxecuted their wickedde- 
6gne ,if God (who taketh a particular care of 
his ſeruants) had not prouded for his ſafety 
by a timelyaduiſe , which one of the plott did 
give him. And ſo the boly young man without 
diſcoucring or taking notice of any thing that 
yas conttiucd againſt him, conſidering that. 
this life was not the courſe he aimed at , and 
that fuch companions could not mnch turthes 
bis intentions ; after he had. lived three yearcs 
in the Monaſteric, with leaue of the Abbok, 
went to a holy Ermite Matigus, that dwelled 
in adcſert ;not tar from Yeaice , and humbly 
bepged of him to reeciue him vodes his diſci- 
plinc and obedience, Marinys, whoſe lite was 
moſt rigorous and ſcuere, was content to ac: 
ect of bum, Three days of the weeke he cate 
nothing but a litle pcece of bread and ahand- 
full of beanes, and drunck water, the reſt of 
the days he tooke a litle wine, and eate ſome 
hearbsor ſuch like ſultenance, and gaue himſelf 
wholy to long and fervent praycr, With this 
Maſter lived Roaualdus wuch to his content. 
Every dey they walked forth of the Hermitage 
into the woods, and ſung Pſalmes together, 
Aud Romvaldus not having the Plalter yet by 
t, when he miſſed , his maſter gaue him a 
great blow ypon the head. tor the encreale of 
His merite , and exerciſe ot paticnce, The dil- 
Ciple bore it witi: humility and faid nothing. 
But aſter ſome days with great ſubmiſſion ſaid 
vato him , tbat if he thought fitt , he might 
hence torward ſtrike him on the right tide , 
for that he began to grow deaſe on the left 
eare with the paine of the blows he bad receis 
ue, Marinus adwired his great vertue and 
- Patience, and began to reſpect and looke vpon 
Romualdus with other eyes. And within a 
While aiter, they went both to Venice for to 


£ 


| 


| tuc; and ior that one of his Monks had lete 


came to refiounce, not only his wicked courſe; 
but alſo all commerce with the world , and 
retiring himſelf into the ſecure hauen of Re- 
ligion , tooke the habite of Saint Benet, and ir 
companie of a ſeruant of his,called Gradenicus, 
and a holy Abbot, Guarinus, entred the deſert; 
and the hermitage of Marinus and Romualdus, 
and after made a blefſed end; 

But Romualdus aboue all the reſt went 
continually encreafing and perteQing himſelfic 
all ſort of vertue , and the graces which our 
Lord communicated ynto him were ſo great, 
that notoaly they ſerued tor his owne particulat 
profite, but were alſo moſt benehiciall toothers, 
Almightic God intending tro. make bim father 
of many holy children. Aiter that he had lived 
three yearcs inthe Movaſteric andother three ink 
the deſert, he tooke a reſolution to reforme the 
Monaſteries of his holy father Saint Benedict, 
which were fallen to decay through hymane 
weakenes , and by reaſon of the wars had loſt 


| much of Religious diſcipline. This coſt him mas 
' nie journeys , much labour , and great perſce 


cution : but God , who imployed him in the 
work, aſſiſted him fo with the aboundance of 


' his grace , that he reformed the Monaiteries 
| of Venice and Tuſcany in ltaly , and many in 


France, Andin many yeares that he laboured 
in- carrying on this. deftgne, he builta hundred 


| Monaſtexies of the ſame order, and beſides poe= 


pled the deſert with Hermites: And fos that 
he was to be aguide and Maſter to others, he 
inſtructed them by his example. His abſtinence 
was moſt rigorous: for the firſt yeare he cate 
nothing but a tew peaſe ſodden. His ſtudie 
was.to rcade the liucs ofSatats . ahd to.imitate 
their faſting, watching, pennance, and prayer, 
lo that for fifteen yeares together he taſted fix 
days of the weeke , that is all but ſoriday, 


| And all his life obſcrued the ſame. During 


the two lents of the yeare( whichin Saint Be- 


| nedicts order are the ordinarie lent of the 


Church , and trom Saint Martins ro Chriſt 
malle) for three yearcs continually he andlohn 
Gradevick tilled and laboured the ground,fo- 
wed and reaped corn, maintaining themſelues 


| with the labour of their hands (which was an 


ordinarie practiſe of the ancicnt fathers, and 
of all thoſe who hucd vnder their obedience } 
they ſeaſoned their faſting with prayerand me- 
ditation, and 1t was fo great a fault among(F 
them to lumber 1n time of prayer , that Saint 
Romualdus barred a Prieſt from ſaying Maſle 
that had fallen a fleepe, for the litle xeuercnce 
he ſhewed in the preſence of that Lord whom 
he was to receiue.Obedience was his deare ver« 
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his companion whom he had aſſigned him, he 
commanded that after his death, he ſhould not 
be buried in holy ground. The devill could 
not endure to ſce ovr Lord fo well ferued by 
ſuch purc and holy ſoules, eſpecially by Romu- 
aldus , the head-ruler and captaine of the reſt, 
Therefore he waged amoſt cruell war againſt 
him, and tormented him with horrible tenta- 
tions , was to his mind the recreations 
and pleaſant paſtimes, which he had left in the 
world, the hardship and incommodities, which 
now he endured , and that auſterity and rigor, 
in which it would be impoſſible for him to 
perſeuer. At other times he villifiedand flight- 
ed all that he did , as if it were all but loſt 
labour , and of no merite, But the more fier- 
cely the Saint was aſſaulted , the more conf 
dently he made his recourſe to God , by whoſe 
grace he got the viftorie. Although the cnemie 
gaue riot over for all that , but ſett vpon him 
with greater furie , and came ſofar asto beate 
him, and in the nights made a horrible noj- 
ſe and broyle to make him afraid ; he appe- 
ated vnto him in fearfull and diſma]l ſhapes, 
and troubled his imagination with foule 


thoughts and fancies, This furious confli& laſted 


five whole yeares, during which time the wic- 


ked fiend would oftentimes throw himſelf 


vpon the Saint, as he was lying in his bed, and 
knead him with his kaces, and prefle ſo hea- 
uvily vypon him, that he did almoſt ſmoother 
him;andalthough the deui]l were thus inſolent 
with him, he did not ceaſe toskorn and laugh 
at him ,and treat him like a beaſt. He would 
often ſay vnto him. O enemie ,ithou Wert caſt 
out of beauen , and doeſt thow now come to the 
Aeſert. Goe thou malignant ſerpent. Thou haſt 
what is fitt for thee, alredie. This put the deuill 
to confuſion , and made him run away : 
and our Lord comforted and ſtrenghtned his 
brave champion * he did particularly reioyce 
him by calling vato his order the count Oliue- 
rius in France, a very powerfull and rich man, 
and who had liucd a moſt deboiſt life, God 
conuerted this man by meanes of Saint Romu- 
aldus, who ſct before his eyes the danger in 
which he was, liuing in the world ;and that 
he had needto dogreat pennance for his many 
and greeuous fins. The Saints words were ſo 
powettull , that he was conuerted by them , 


and reſolued to enter into the Monaſterie of 
Mont Caſlino, which is the firſt and chicfe of 


Saint Benets order, there to take the habit, and 
to ſerucGod all the reſt ofhisdays.Saint Romu- 
aldus aſſigned vato him for companion Iohn 
Gradenick, whom he charged not to leaue him 
during lite. There accompanied him alſo in 
that journey Marinus, who had bin Maſter to 
Romualdus and to the Abbot Guarinus. The 
conuerhon of Sergius , Saint Romualdus his 
father was no Iſl: admirable £ who by his 
fonuns example tooke a icligious habit in the 


Saint Romualdus Abbot. 


| Monaſterie of-Saint Seuerins in Ttaly , but af. 
terwards, as an inconſtantand light man, re- 17 
ſolued to leaue it. Saint Romualdus having Fnyhy 
notice therof, would notbe wanting in a mat- 431 
ter, which fo much concerned the ſeruice of 
God,and his duty to his father; for a Religious 
man, as he is to forgett his parents andkindred 
in order to things of the world, fo hath he the 
greater obligation to aſſiſt them in matters con« 
cerning heaven and their ſaluation. He pre. 
ſently departeth from France , where then he 
was, and cometh bare foot to Ravenna , Carry« 
ing nothing with him but a ſtaffe in his hand, 
He ſpoke with his father ; and not being able 
at firſt to bring him to heare reaſon , out of 
3 great zeale cf his faluation , put him into 
fetters for many days; and by vertue of faſting, 
prayer, and the word of God, brought him to 
great ſorrow and repentance of what was paſt, 
It appeared to hauebin a deſigne of heauen, 
for our Lord comforted and cheered vp Ser- 
1s with the fweetnes of his devine ſpirit, 
granting him a few days after a moſt happie and 
quiet death ,to the great edification of all ,in 
the yeare nine hundred ninety two. Saint 
Romualdus wonderfully well ſatisfied and cons 
tent with this good ſucceſle , returned to his 
deare ſolitude, where he had ſeucrall new com- 
' bats , as well viſible as inviſible , with the de 
uills, One evening as he was at compline, 
there ruſhed in a troupe of infernall ſpirits 
which threw him to the ground , and beate 
him ſo ſoare that they bruiſed all his bones: 
but the Saint making his humble recourſe 
vato our Lord ,faid: my deare Jeſus , Why baw 
1'u forſaken me , and left me in the bands of 
my enemies? eAnd at the ſound of that mol 
{weete name all that wicked crew vaniſhed, 
and the Saint triumphed ouer them by the 
race of our Sauiour, though the marks ofthe 
lowes remained in his head all his life long, 
The devills finding themfelucs ouercome,would 
make war againſt him no more by themſelues, 
but by men , which oftentimes is more cruel 
then what cometh immediatly from themſelues, 
There were ſome Monks in the Monaſterie 
| more additcd to libertie then was becomming 
their profeſſion , who could not endure fo 
great a light, nor ſute with that fpirit , which 
ſhined in Romualdus :it happened that a cc 
taine Marquis called Hugh, feat 4 great ſugme 
of money for an a{mes; and the Saint know- 
ing that divers Monaſteries were in great 
want, diſtributed among them the whole fun 
me without regard of himſelt, as perfect cz 
rity vieth to do. This gaue theſe monks oc | 
fion to murmure againſt him, which proceeded | 
ſo far that they miſuſed him, and forced bin | 
to depart the convent, But our Lord, wiÞ | 
eſtcemeth his ſervants iniurics tobe his owIh, | 
ſcnt the night following ſuch a ſtore 
| ſnow that the weight of it broke the Rook | 
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Saint Romualdus Abbor.. 


| ofthe Monaſterie, which falling vpon the guil- 
« 787: tie perſons did ſoarly bruiſe and maime them. 

Futur- By which chaſtiſement ſent them from heauen 
- FT they came to acknowlege the innocency of 
f therr Abbot, and their owne crime, And the 
chicfe author of this mutiny being then trom 
home, as -he was paſſing ouer a brige of the 
river Sapis, his foote lipt ,and he fell into the 
riger, and was drowned. 

After this S. Romualdus fell fick through 
his continuall and rigorous pennance , and 
his whole bodic was ſwelled and coucred 
with haire by reaſon of an vawholeſome aad 
moiſt deſert , into which he had retired; vatill 
Saint Apollinaris appearing vato him againe, 
as he had don at his firſt conuerhion , comman- 
ded him , that although it ſhould be never ſo 
troubleſome ,he ſhould return to the Monaſte- 
rie Claſſenfis, where he lay buried , and where 
Romualdus had taken the habite. The Saint 
ſgone obcyed. That Monaſteric was at this time 
deſtitute of an Abbot, and Otho the third, Em- 
perour was to prouide one ; but -he permitted 
the eleftion to the Religious , who choſe Ro- 
mualdys for their Abbot. Wherat the Emperonr 
was. much pleaſed, and went to (ce the Saint, 
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valley Perco,fome foure leagues from Raven- 
na, Saint Romualdus treated him in the beſt 
' manner he could , and gaue him his poore 
bed which was of ſtraw ;, vpon which 
he paſſed ouer that night ; but the next 
morning. taking Romualdus with him to his 
Pallace , told him his. defire , which was, that 
he ſhould take vpon him the charge and go- 
gernment of that Monaſterie. The Saint at the 
beginning made ſome difficultie ,,but after- 
wards in obedience to the Emperour of hea- 
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who at that time was in an Hermitage,inthe 


rour, at the motion of one Tamno, his cour- 


1$r 


tier and great fauourite , whom he treated in —* 


many things ,as his equall, had given his Im- 
periall word to a Roman Gentleman , by na- 
me Crefcentius, whom he beſieged, to pardon: 
him his life , if he would render himſelf ; the 
gentleman vpon his word ſurrendred , but 
was afterwards perfdiouſly put to death , and 
his wife taken for the Emperours concubine; 
Saint Romualdus full of zeale ,, and weighing 
offenſes committed againſt thedeuine Maicſtie 
in the ballance of the SanQuarie, admoniſhed 
both the Emperour and Tamno of their crime, 
and by the great authority which he had with 
them, having perſuaded them to come to con« 
teſſion to him , counſelled them to enter ivto 
Religion, thereby to ſatishe for the breaking 
of their oath , their murder, and adulte:ie. And 
as tor Tamno , he did efteually enter into 
Religion ; but the Emperour , whither he 
could not , or would not become i Religious 
man ; ſo much , at leaſt he did, he went 
baretoote from Rome to ! mount Garganus, 
that borders vpon Manfredonia in Apulia 
to viſite the Church of Saint Michael the Ar- 


| changell : and for one lent retired into the Mo- 


naſteric Clafſenfis:where he faſted continually, 
wore 2 haireloth next his skin , and lay vpon 
ſtraw. Which is a rarc example for Princes, 
and Potentatcs, who committ frns without 
ſcruple , but make great difficultic to repent , 
and content themfelues with very ſlight pen- 
nance for their finns. Many principall perſong 
of the Empetours court , being moued with, 
this example and that of Tamno, begged the 


| habite of Religion of Saint Romwaldus ; the 


chicte of them were Boniface the Emperours 
Kinſman , and Buſclavinus , ſonne of the King 


e veg more then to him of the earth , accepted | of Sclauvonia. Saint Romualdus in company of 
e of it being now made A Prieſt; and with great | theſe new Religious went to. the conuent of 
, care and Vigilancie and fingular prudence go- j Mont Caſſino, to vifite the bode of his holy 
d werned the Monaſterie two yeares. But find- | father , Saint Benet. Here he fell fick? , but 
L ing himſelf to be much hated and perſecuted } being ſoone recouered , betooke himſelf with 
j by ſome of his ſubieQs, that could not away | a great traine of young noble men , his diſci« 
. with ſo great vertue and perfection , he that | ples to the Monaltcrie of Perea , where they 
: was of a mild and ſwcete diſpoſition. , bore | 10yned with many others that flocked vnto 
7 their diſpuſts , diſdainfulnes , and contempt | them. The Saint direfted and inſtruaed them 
0 ith much patience , but when the humour of | all with word and example , deutding them 
b thoſe monks could not brooke his pious pro+ | into Hermitapes, It was 4 brave and gallant 
- _ , he reſolued to leave them , and | fight to behold ſo many young men , fonns 
c beſeeched the Emperour not to be offended | of Princes and great Lords, who 2 litle before 
, at it and before him and the Archbiſhop of | lived at their caſe, were accuſtomed to large 
t Ravenna, renounced the title and.dignitic of | and delicate banquetts, were in great honour 
n Abbot. "The Emperour 'being once at T iuoly, | and authority , went vp and downe ſhining 
p and refolued to deftroy that towne , Saint | and glittering in pretious apparell witha great 
4 Romualdus prevailed ſo much with him , that | traine of followers; now to leade A private and 
d | he appeaſed his iuſt indignation, and compoſed | foltaric life , which they ſpent in humility, 
n | the affaires ibetween his Maieſtic andthe -citi- pennance , faſting , cold, nakednes, and labour. 
d | zens , that no bodic could wish for a better | They prayed , fung Pfalmes , tooke bodily 
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accommodation, But in an other occaſion;the 
Sint ſhewed his ſpirit , and zeale of Gods 
Honour more cuidently ;for when the Empe- 


| paines, had-their ſeuerall exerciſes : ſome did 
 (pinue, others knit , others digged the earth, 


and with the ſweate of their browes, and la- 
x boug 
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Saint Rowmualdus Abbot. 


bour of their hands gained a poore liuelihood,] ſo rigorouſly and vnmercifuly , that a'man 


for their diet was not very chargeable. But a-. 


mong them all Boniface was the moſt eminent 
for his teruor in mortification. He eate but 
twice in the weeke, on thurſday and ſunday. 
And when he met wit}. netles or thorns , he 
vicd to caſt himſelt naked vpon them , vntill 
he were quite flayed, and bathed in his blood, 
which he deſired to ſpend to the Jaſt drop tor 
Chiiſt ,and ſo to inherite Saint Boniface His 
charity and torments as well as his name. 
W hertore with his Abbots benediction and 
the Popes licence, he went into Rua, there 
to preach the Goſpell, and plant the faith of 
Chiiſt ; where after infinite labours, hungar , 
cold, wearines , having convertcd a twultitude 
ot ſoules to the Chriſtian Catholick Church; 
he purchaſed his ſo long delired crowne of 
Martyrdome. For the kings Liother of that 
countrey in a rageand furie commanded him 
to be killed ; but thoſe who did cxecute that 
command, .being atterwards very lozrie tor the 
{&, together with diuers others became Chii- 
ſians and were baptiſed. 

This was the happie end of Saint Boni- 
face, Saint Romvaldus his diſciple, who ſought 
after Martyrdome with no lefſe earneſt and 
continuall defire' then his diſciple bad don. For 
with that intention he paſſed into Hungarie , 
for to preach” there the faith of Chriſt , and 
giue his life for hisglorie, But our Lord, whoſe 
ends and delignes are incomprehenhible , di- 
verted him from that enterpriſe by ſending him 
2 violent ficknes , which detained him ſome 
days 3 and when he refolued to return back, 
he grew well ; but then attempting againe 
to tolow on his iorney., pretently he {ell 
ſick : wherekty he vnderſtood that it was 
Gods pleaſure to have him bieak of that 
defigne and retura homewards ; for our Lord 
reſciued him for &" long and tedious Matr- 
ty:dome of Jabours and perſecutions. But he 
came not home cmptic-hanged : for after that 
Loth he and his companions had bin hardly and 
roughly vied, wherot jome were whipt , ſome 
{old for ſlaucs ; divers Germans came with him 
to be his diſciples ;for whom he tounded fo. 
me Monaſterics. Who is able to relate his other 
corfidts, and the viories which he gained 
of hin. iclf , his enemies, the devills, and all 
thc power of he!l , which moſt trequently and 
ſuricuſly aſſaulted bim , and perpetually ſought 
to rvine and ouerthrow him? what perſeucrance 
ke vied in taſting and pennance ? which was 
fo rigorous , that he remained feauen yeares 
ſkut vp 10a cave in perpetuall ſolitude and fi- 
fence, And when he was grower. very old and 
.brcken , be eate nothing in ,cnt but one diſh 
'of kearbs of pulſe. He had thiree moſt rough 
haire ſhirts , which he changed. every month, 
that he might not be even caten vp with ver- 
mine ;and he handledand hawpcred his b odic 


would have thought that it had not bin made 


Te 


of fleſh. What ſball fay of thecuill turnsdon Fry, £BR 


him by others ? how often was he iniured, 
affronted , and almoſt killed by ſome of. his 
owne coate ? who being dazled by the bright- 
nes of his vettues, like frantick poeple , tell 
vpon the phiſician that went about to cure 
them. One night as he was reſting in his litle 
cell ,a monck came and (cized on his throate, 

for to {trangle him; but he was miraculouſ] 
preſerued by one of his diſciples called Gilbert, 
An other time, being abouc a hundred yeares 
of age he was ſlaundred ; and moſt falſly accu» 
ſcd by a wicked man (that bore a religious 
weede)ofa foule ſa that could not ſtand with 
his ſanity nor with his age. For which he 
was proceeded againſt with the ſame rigor and 
ſeverity , as if he had bin truly guilty. But 
God comforted him and commended him to 
ſay Maſle , notwitbfanding all the cenſures 
they had put vpon him. How was he perſecuted 
by the devills ? how often did they vie all mea- 
nes poſſible to affright him, appearing in tear- 
full ſrapes,beating him in his cell , raifang ſtors 
mes and tewpeſts and leauing nothing vadone 
which might make for his ruine. Yet our Lord 
2auc him the victorie and a triumphouer all the 
powers of hell , becauſe he had perte&ly ouer- 
come himlſelfby humility and patience, So that 
he became dreadfull tothe deuills, that ſought 
to teriihe him , anddroue them out of the bo- 
dies and ſoules which they poſſeſſed. He had 
the guift of Propheſie , and a ſupernatural 
light from heaven to vnderſtand the holy 
Scripture, and write vpon the Pſalmes. Vpon 
which he made a moſt admirable expoſition, 
which is kept to this day, written with his 
owne hand in the deſert of Camaldula. He was 
miraculouſly provided for in his wants andne« 
ceſſities , and comforted with heavenly illuftr- 
tions and viſits : he was highly eſteemed and 
reverenced by the Lords and Princes of the 
earth : and all the world ſeemeth to haue bin 
renewed by his praftiſes and admirable vers 
tucs, He got wany new Monafteries to be 
built , as we ſaid, which he poepled with holy 
and vertuous men : and reformed thoſe that 
were decayed. He filled the deſerts withmen 
rhat ſeemed to be living more in heauen then 
ypon earth, eſpecially the deſert of Camal- 
dula, which he founded by a celeſtiall vifion 
In the yeare of our Lord one thouſand 
and nine, Saint Rowvaldus being a hundred 
and two yeares old , delired.to retire himſelf 
into ſome ſolitude , thereby to attend with 
more feruour to God, during the ſmall rewe 
nant of his life, He went theretore tothe mouvt 
Apennine, which deuideth Jraly ; and being 
vpon the top of the miountaine, in a pleaſant 
field , abounding with fountaines , after he 
had walked vntill he was wearie, he fatdoy- 
ne, 
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ne: and fell a ſleepe cloſle by a ſpring. Where 
7. he had amyſterious dreame , not vnlike to that 


1 $53xv- of the Patriark Jacob ; for he ſaw a ladder 
Fin 11, reaching from carth toheaven ; and his Religi- 


Bull of Clement the eight , where he com- = 
mands it to be ſerued with a double office of 7 
Abbot and Confeflor,giuen the ninth of Tuly, FEdRvV= 
in the ycare one thouſand five hundred nine- A A Ye 
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ous clothed now not in black but in white, 
mounting vp this ladder ynto God. Wheretorc 
confiding in the deuine goodnes, and vnder(- 
tanding it to be his will , he went to the 
lord of the place , and begged that field. 
The Lords name Was Maldula , a count 
who having had the fame viſion gave it him 
freely , and alſo a houſe belonging to it, 
for to build there a Church and Cloyſter for 
his Religious. And hence is the ſeate called 
Camaldula , which is as mnch as to fay the 
camp or field of Mal dula.In this place he founded 
Hermitages , and changed the black habite, 


- which formerly they wore, intoa white one. 


This Hermitage was the principall and head of 
the order , and there began the new Paradiſe 
of theſe celeſtiall men , whoſe life is a conti- 
nuall pennance and contemplation. 4nd the 
great iroſts , colds , and ſnuw , which lyeth al- 
moſt all the yeare ypon that mountaine, ſerue 
to make it alively repreſentation ofthe Croſle 
of Chriſt , wherin true life conſiſteth, In this 
houſe ( which is truly the houſe of God) for 
fix hundred yeares Religious diſcipline and 
obſervance hath continually floriſhed : and 
our Lord doth particularly gouern , conſerue, 
and maintaine that bleſſed family. ; and his 
vicars, the Popes have honoured it, confirmed 
its conſtitutions , and granted it diyers pri- 
viledges. And many famous men, ſeculars , 
Ecclefiaſticks and Regulars have embraced 
that holy inſtitute , and become chiidren 
of Saint Romualdus. And whatſoever they 
haue don in the ſeruice of the Church(which 
is very much ) is all to be aſcribed to ſuch 
a father and maſter : who having ſetled the 
affaires of his order, abounding with grace and 
merits,reſted in peace vpon the minetcenth of 
ſune in the cuening, in the yeare one thouſand 
twenty ſeauen, it being the hundred and twen- 
tith yeare of his age. The day of his death was 
foretold him twenty yeares before. He dyed 
intheMonaſtery of the valley-of Caſtro, which 
he had built in Mark-Ancona , where his bo- 
dic was buried ; and after in the yeare one 
thouſand foure hundred fixty ſeaven , which 
was foure hundred and forty yeares after his 
death, it was found entire and yncorrupt,with 
4 very ſweet, white, and venerable counte- 
Dance, It was covered. with a haire-ſhirt vn- 
der his habite, Afterwards it was tranſlated to 
the city of Fabrian , in tke Church of Saint 
Baill, which is of his owne order, where it 
1 at preſent, and vpon the day of his Tran- 
ſation, which happened in the yeare one 
thouſand foure hundred fourſcore and one , on 
the ſeauenth of February , the Catholick 
Church keepeth his feaſt , as appeareth by a 


ty five, In which Bull he hath theſe words, 
which are-a ſummarie of the Saints life. Tt 
[eemeth that we are to reckon among the chiefe 
Saints, the glorious eAnthorite , Romualdas , by 
reaſon of many great and famous titles , ar are 
his countrey: bis family , his wertne, his hisb 
contemplation of heavenly thinzs , and for that © 
Le was fuunter of the order of Camaldala. The 
Religion and piety Which he bore towards God 
Was /uch , that be ſeeemed not to cynuerſe in this 
Yorld. So retired he Was from the companie and 
fight of men , ſo familiar with the ſaints , and 
accuſtomed to the communication of thoſe , who 
do enioy God ( who ſometimes appeared wiſibly 
to bim ) as if he had lined in beauen , and not 
wvp0n earth. His charity and loue of bis neith- 
boue as in that high cezree , that he purchaſed 
bis fathers ſaluation by his prayers and teares , 
Wherewtith he drew him into Religion , and con- 
aufed him to glorie. So poverfull vas his example 
that it moued mony Kings , and Princes , and 
poeple of great quality to come into the deſert, 
and change their dainty fare and gallant appas 
rell into pennance andcourle attire. He Helinered 
many from great danzers of bodie and ſoule, ant 
reſtored heaith to many with the fegne of theCroſſes 
Ft is he that reſtored to its primutize vigor and 
per feftion the life and profeſſionof holy Her- 
mits , Which Was mich decayed in all Ttaly. He 
vas ſo bimble and had ſo great 4 contempt 
of bimfelf , that the holy. Ghoſd , who gouenns 
and accompanieth the humble , made choice of him 
for bis _ Temple ; and therefore zaue bine 
the knoviedse of the holy ſcriptures, and guift of | 
Propheſie : and the more be abaſed himſelf , the 

more did God exalt bim.' In fine he gate bin 
R long life in this Yorld , and exerlaſting glorie 
in heauen. The life of Saint Romualdus is writ- 
ten by Saint Peter Damian ,by Peter Morigia 
in the hiſtoric of Religions, by Auguſtine of 
Florence a Monk of Camaldula; and laſtly by 
lohn de Caſtagnike , of the order of Saint Be- 
nedit, a man well knowne for his great pics 
ty, learning , and preaching, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT APOLLONIA 
w Virgin and Martyr. 


"ys = He Martyrdome of the bleſſed 


lonia was of the city of Alexahdria, and liued 
all her life 4 virgin, with great modeſtic, dil- 
cretion , and good example. There was inthe 
city a magician, a cruell enemie of Chriſtians, 
who by inſtigation of the deuill , incited all 
the poeple to maintaine their ancient ſuper- 
 . ſtition , and worſhip of falſe Gods and to per- 
ſecute Chriſtians that impugned them and, as he 
ſaid , broched & new and ridiculous ſet? , and 
preached 4 crucified man to te God. The words 
of this ſorcerer were as many ſparckles of 
hell-fire , that fell vpon the harts of that Ido- 
Jatrous nation , as vpon drie ſtubble. And ſo 
kindled and inraged them, that preſently in 
3 tumult they ruſſhed into the houſes of the 
Chriſtians , rifled and ranſaked all; and what 
was of apy value, that they tooke away, and 
put fire to the reſt; and ſpared not their per- 
ſons , but killed or tormented all thoſe that 
they could lay bands on. Amongſt the reſtthey 
apprehended Saint Apollonia virgin, who was 
well giowne in yeares, and of preat and ad- 
mirable veitues and merits, and much cſtee- 
wed and reſpeed by all the city. They ex- 
horted her ta renounce the faith of Chriſt and 
to cffer ſacrifice to the idolls;andfor that the 
Saint would not liſten to them, they beate 
þer ſo furicuſly that they broke her jawes 
and with great violence pluckt out all her 
teeth, Then having prepared a great fire they 
threatned to burn her a live, if ſhe would not 
blaſpheme Chriſt. But the Saint ſtanding Mill 
a while for to recolle@ her ſoule , and make 
her prayer to our Lord , and being inflamed 
with his loue, and that devine fire which bur- 
'ned with in her,by a particular inſtin& and mo- 
tion of the holy Ghoſt ( without which ſhe 
ought in no caſe to baue don it)ſlipping out 
of their hands, run into the fire , where ſhe 
was conſumed , to the aſtoniſhment of the 
Gentiles, for to behold the Saint morereadie 
to catch at death , then they were to giue it 
* her. 'This happened the ninth of February, in 
the yeare one hundred filty two, in the time of 


Saint Apollonia Virgin and Martyr. 


| Saint Fabian Pope , and Philip Emperour, 


The Church keeps her feaſt on the day other | 
Martyrdome. Saint eApollonia is a Patroneſle g;,&3 
of thoſe that have pavne in their iawes, or ;yþ1 
are troubled with the tooth-ach ; and by her 
interceſſion God doth many fauours to thoſe 
that do deuoutly call ypon her for ſuccour. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT VALENTINE 
Prieſt and Martyr. 
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R273 Mong tha glorious Martyrs, that 
LF \) voder Claudius the ſecond Empe- 
SYY/E> 4; rour , gaue teſtimonie of the true 
AZ. faith, and ſhed their blood for Ieſus 
S= Chriſt,one was Ualentine a Prieſt, 
venerable for ſanRity and learning. Who being 
apprehended , was loaded with irons, and after | 
two days brought into theEmperourspreſence, 
When Claudius ſaw him , he faid mildly vnto 
him : Ualentine , %hy doeft thou refuſe on 
frendship , and art 4 firtherer and maintaina 
of our enemies?F beare thee commended for & job 
and prudent man: and F find thee on the an- 
trare to be vaine and ſuperſtitious. Saint Valen- 
tine made anſwer. O Emperour , if you did vel 
wndertand the. guift of God ,you and your En- 
pire should be happie. You Would reie7 the dewilt 
and thoſe ſtatues Yhichyou arore , and you Would 
acknowlege bim to be the true and only Gol, 
Who created heauen and earth ; and bis onh 
Sonne Teſus Chri##. There was ſtanding bythe 
Emperour a learned man who ſpoke aloudto 
Valentine, ſo that al might heare him; What 4 
you think then of ourGoas, Inpiter and Merci 
that they were miſerable men ((aid Ualentine) 
Ticked,and that they paſied their Yhole life in dir 
honeſt and filthie pleaſures of the todie. Theman 
could not hold from excl:ming a loude : be 
hath Hajphemed the Gors and the Rulers of out 
common Yealth. 4nd as the Saint defired the 
Emperour to heare him with attention, and 
cxhorted him to do pennance for ſo much Chrif 
tian blood wniuſily shed ; to beliene in Chriſt, and 
to be baptiſed for that this was the only meant! 
to jane bumſelf , and enlarge his Empire \ and 


, een tO get great witicyies onter his enemies; tt 


Emperour teemcd to like the diſcourſe, and 
willlingly to give eare vnto it. which Cab 
Fuinius obſeruing , who was gouernour of 
the city, cryed cut before the pocple d you Þ 
fee how this man is aeluding cur Trince?islt | 
poffible that Ye shall nov faſake that L_—_ | 
_ 
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Saint Valentine Prieſt and Martyr. 


Thich we haue bin born and bred wp in , and 


14 receined from our fathers and grandfathers ? 


* Frn&238V- Claudius hearing this ; and fearing a tumult 
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1 and vproare of the poeple; bid the Gouernour 


himſelf examin Valentine; and it he gaue not 
2 good account of his lite and dodrine , to 
puniſh him as a facrilegious perſon : other- 
wiſe not to condemn him. The gouernour 
committed the cauſe to his Lieutenant , 4ſte- 
rius ; who tooke the Martyr to his houſe. And 
he begged of our Lord to enlighten thoſe that 
were blinded with the dark, miſt of Fdolatrie 
and grant them the knowlenge of Teſus Chriſt, 
&bozs the truelight of the world. Aſtcrius heard 
him praying , and ſaid vnto him :F hawe alvays 
admired you for your ſingular prudence : and yet 
I heare you ſay that Chriſt ts the true lizht. St. 
Valentine replyed : he is not only the true lizht, 
tut alſo the only light , that enlightneth all men 


make triall of it preſently ſaith Aſterius, here is 4 
litle gxrle »hom T haue adopted for my daughter, 
who bath bin blind theſe two yeares : if you can 
moke her jee » and reſtore her the light , F vill 
teliene that Teſus Chriſt is the light and God, 
and F Will do whatſoewer you sball appoint 
me. eAnd with this called for the girle , 
to bring her before the Saint , who laying 
his hands vpon her eyes made this prayer : 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ,who art the true light , en- 
lighten thy ſeruant. And at the yery initant the 
child recovered her fight. «And eAſterius 
with his wife fell downe at Saint Valentines 
keete , and beſought himthat /axce by bis meanes 
they were come to know Chriſt to be the true lizht; 
he would inſtru# them What they Were to 10 to 
be ſaued. The Saint inioined them to breake 
in pecces all the Jdolls they had, to faſt three 
days ,and to pardon all thoſe who had don 
them any wrong ; and then to be baptiſed ; 
which it they did, they ſhould be ſaved. Aſte- 
rius fulfilled all that was commanded and ſet at 
libertie all the Chriſtians which he had in hold, 
and together with his whole tamilie , innum- 
ber forty fix perſons, was baptiſed. When this 
came to the Emperours knowlege, fearing ſome 
great tumult might ariſe vpon it , for reaſons 
of ſtate , he commanded them all to be appre- 
hended; and put todeath by different torments. 
And the father and maſter of them all , Saint 
Valentine, aftera long and ſtraight impriſon- 
ment , was ſoare beaten and bruited with knot- 
tie cudgells ; and at length beheaded in the 
way Flaminia ; where afterwards Pope Theo- 
dore dedicated a Church to God in his honour, 
Saint Gregorie maketh mention of this Saint, 
He was martyred in the yeare two hundred 
leauenty one, in the raigne of Claudius the 
ſecond, pon the fourticnth of February when 
caſt is kept, 
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THE LIFE OF THE SAINTS 
Fauſtinus ana Tonita Martyrs, 


£5555 Aint Fauſtinus and Saint Touita , in- 
: ST uncible Martyrs of Chriſt , were 
SZ&e brothers , nobly born, but much more 
noble for that they were Chrittians , and ſhed 
their blood for Chriſt by a painſull and long 
Martyrdome; which they endured, being put to 


| molt exquiſit and cruell torments in divers 
that come into the World. Tf this beſo, F will | 


citys of Jtaly. Theſc happie ſouldiarsof Chriſt 
were born at Areſcia , the chicſe city ot Lom- 
bardy. From their childhood they were pioully 
inclined , modeſt , courteous , and ſtraightly 
linked together with the band of frateroall cha* 
rity ; Fauſtinus , that was the elder, was ordaie 
ned Prielt by Apollonius , Biſhop ot that city, 
and Iowta was a deacon. The holy Brothers 
began to exerciſe their funfion , to the great 
profite and edification ot the taithtull ; and by 
their preaching many gentiles were conuerted 
to our holy. taith. Chriſtian Religion began 
to encreaſe and floriſh ; and the worſhip of 
falſe Gods did dayly diminiſh : and the tame 
of the two brothers was ſpread though all 
thoſe parts , and noyſed abroad through leue- 
rall townes of no imall diſtance. The deuill 
enuying this happie progteſle, and relolued to 


diſturbe it , ſtirred vp one Italicus , a miniſter 


of his, and deadly enemic of Chriſt and his 
Church. This man perſwaded the Emperour 
Adrian to aduance and continue the perſecution, 
which Tratan his predeceſſor had tegun again## 
the Chriſtians ; and in the firſb place to put to 
death Fauſlinus andFouita, who were principals 
preachers of that ſuperſiution , if be Yould baue 
the Gods to be fanorable unto him, and ſectire bis 
Empire, The Emperour gaue the faid Italicus 
ample commiſſion to proceede againitthe two 
brothers, and the reſt of theChrittians. which he 
preſently made vſe of : t9r comming to Breſcia 
he apprehended Fauttinus and Iouita ; and (et- 
ting before them the Emperours orders, exhor- 
ted them , to be obedient ; and made them 
great and large promiſes, if they would comply; 
and on the contiary threatned all kind of 
torments, it they were ſtubborn and retracto- 
ric, But finding them conſtant in confeſſing 
the faith , he thought it not fitt to procecd 


| turther , vatill the Emperour, who was going 


into France , ſhould come to Breſcia , were he 


—— 
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was expe&ed , that he might know his will 


concerning the Brothers , that were very con- 
fiderable 
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Ea derable perſons for their nobility. The Em- 
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Saint Fauſtinus and Touica Martyrs) 


perour came , and being acquainted with all 
that had paſſed ſtrived to bring them to adore 
his Gods:he cauſed them to be led to the temple 
of the ſunne,where there ſtord an idoll of the 
ſnnne , moſt richly adorned with innumeravlc 
rays of the fineſt gold , which caſt forth amoſt 
reſplendent light. The Saints addrefſcd them- 
ſelues by praycr to the God of heauen ,and in 
i moment that glorious ſtatue was ail coucred 
with ſoote , and the bright-ſhining beames 
became as blake as a coale.TheEmperour ſiood 
amazed at this ſtrange change ; and comman- 
ded the Prieſts and miniſters of the Temple, 
to make cleanc the ſtatue and rub of the ſoote, 
But as they offered to touch it , 'it fell to the 
ground and crumbled into aſhes. Wherevpon 


_ the Empetour being much incenſed, condem- 


ned the Saints to be deuoured by wild beaits. 


There were let looſe vpon them toure lyons, - 


that made ſuch i fearſull roaring , that the 
oentiles there preſent d1d tremble , but as they 
drew neere to the holy Brothers, they fawned 
vron them, and licked their fecte, After the 
lvons , were [ct out leopards , beares , and 
other moit ſauage beaſts; and the more to pro- 
uoke them , there were applyed to them bur- 
ning torches; and for all this, towards the Saints 
they were as gentle as lambs , but fell ſo her- 
cely and furiouſly vpon the executioners,that 
they tore them all in peeces, And wheras the 
idolatrous Prieſts aſcribing this miraculous pre- 
ſeruation of the Saints to the God Saturn , 
would haue them to acknowledge as much, 
and therefore brought vnto them his ſtatue to 
be adored;the beaſtsalſo wourried them, as l;ke- 
wiſe Italicus, that accompanied them , and had 
bin the principall author ot this perfecution. 
The gentiles ſtrangely perplexed and ſcared 
with thisaccident , cryed out. O God Saturn 
helpe thy miniſters. But their miſerable God 
Saturn , lay on the ground , trampled vpon 
by the beaſts, and imbrucd in the blood ot his 
vntortunate miniſters. The wite of Italicus, 
whoſe name, was Afra , as ſoone as ſhe heard 
what was become ot her husband , like a po- 
ore deſperate woman,came running tothe Am- 
phitheater,where theEmperour was fitting,and 
cryed out with a lamentable voice: what Gods 
are theſe, Ceſar , Which you do adore ? Gods that 
can not defend their miniſters , nor help themſel- 
wes ,and yet for their jake am I tlis day become 
a widow, And lo renouncing the falle Gods, 
ſhe became a Chriſtian together with many 
others there prejent ; and amongſt them was 
Calocerus, a principall man of the court, whoſe 
example was tollowed by a great traine of ſer- 
vants and officers that were vnder him. And 
that all might euidently ſee that thefe wonders 
were wrought by the power of God , who 
made the beaſts ſo quict and gentle to the 


Saints, and permitted them to be moſt fierce 


y 


and cruell to his enimies; the Saints comman: ; 


did , and went into the deſert, 

Atter this by the Emperours order the 
holy Martyrs were layed vpon a bed of iron 
fiery-hott : and they as if they , had bin in i 
bed of roſes, with great ioy gaue thanks to 
God, and ſung Plalmes and hymns in the wid- 
deit of the flames : From thence were they 
taken and carried to priſon , and tri order 
giuen that none ſhould goc to ſee or ſpeake 
with them, nor that any thing ſhould be given 
them to eate or drink , that io they might pe- 
riſh with hungar and thirſt. but who is able 


| to contend with God ? there came Angells 


trom heaven to comfort and encourage thoſe 
{toute warriars ot our Lord. They brought 2 
heauenly light into the dark dungeon , and 
gaue new comfort and ioy to the holy Bro- 
thers, that were alredic abundantly content 
and ſatisfied with ſuffering for Chriſt. The Em 


tyrs, the great number ofthofe , who by their 
example were become Chriſtians ; and the 
authority and vogue which they had in the 
city , tearing ſome ſedition, commanded that all 
that multitude which had bin conuerted by the 
example of Calocerus, ſhould be put to death: 
but Calocerus himſſelf with the Brother 
Fauſtinus and lonita ſhould be ied in chab 
nes to Milan , whither the Emperour ws 
going. There they were tormented A freſh, 
They tycd them all three vpon the ground, 
with their faces vp, and with tonnells powred 
melted lead into their mouths , ſoto rid them 
of breath and life, but the lead (as if it had bin 
endowed with reaſon and diſcretion) bumt 
the tormenters, without doing any harme to 
the Martyrs. Then did they put them vpon 
the rack ,and clapped burning plates to thelr 
des. Colocerus fclt exceſiiue paine cauſedby 
the fire, which penetrated to his very entrailes 
and ſaid to his companions , Fauſtinus and 
Touita : pray 20 God for me ,0 boly .Martyrsfit 
this fire paines me exceedingly: and they anſwe 
red : beof 200d courage , Calocerns, this vill jon 
paſſe; and Teſus Chii#t will aſſiſt and help 308 
And fo it fell out , tor preſently Calocers 
was refreſhed, and found fo great caſe 
comfort,thathe told them that he felt no mo- 
re paine. And notwithſtanding that they thre# 
towe ,relin ,and oyle into a great fire rou 
about the Saints, it loſt all its force , and hin* 
dred not but they were in great content ,ab 
prayſed our Lord, Which cauſed many ofthe 
{peQators, who admired what they law , 
could not conceive thoſe things to be the 
work of our ftraile nature , to acknowlegeti® 
Auttor of fo great wonders , and embraC 
our holy faith. The Emperour not Knowing 


| what to do , and eſtecming it an intolerab 


dl, 


4 


ded thera to goe forth of the city quietly, 16 


without doing harme to any creature; as they Fin 
ALY, 


perour conſidering the conſtancy of the Mare | 


Saint Fauſtinus and Touite Mattyrs; 
aw fſgrace to be overcome by the Martyrs, deli- 

15 yered Calocerus ofjer to Antiochus , one of 
zBRV= his prime officers for to put him to death : and 


187 


was ſonne of Cleophas , and Cofin (according 
to the fleſh) to Chriſt our Redeemer. He led 
fo holy 2 life, and was of fo great and hig 


| —— 
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Bir. xcturning back to Rome commanded Fauſtinus 


and Iovita to be led after him ; where when 
they were arrived , they wete againe cruelly 
tormented ; but vifited and comforted by the 
chiete Biſhop and Paſtor, the Pope, From Ro- 
me they were carried to Naples , were their 
torments were againe renewed, and afterwards 
being caſt into the ſea, they were taken out 
thence by an Angell, And by the power of 
bim , who was fighting in them , they gotthe 
viRorie in «|| their combats ; and from their 
torments came forth more pure and ſhining, 
then Goth goid out of the chryſfoble. Liitly 
they were Ted back to Breſcia , to the end 
that all thoſe who had bin ccnuerted to 
Chriſt by their exemplar lite and conſtaucy, 
might be difmayed by their death. This was 
the intention of the tyrants. But God had a 
different meaning, which was to honour, illuſ- 
trate , agd detend that city,wherin they had bin 
born , with their blood , interceiton , and me- 
rits, There they were beheaded without the 
oate, that Jeadeth to Cremona , whilſt _ 

Ieir 


, their knees they were recommending t 


foules to God , who had armed them with 
ſtrength and conſtancy to fight valiantly , and 
ſuſtaine ſuch horrible batteries, and now ma- 
de them worthie ofhis glorie, rewarding them 
with 4 crowne of Martyrdome , vpon the fif- 
tienth of February, in the yeare two hundred 
and two, according to Baronius. The Roman 
Martyrologe faith that they were martyred by 
Adrian Emperour , and the Roman Breuiary 
fayth that it was in the perſecution of Traian. 
The torments , which theſe holy Mar- 
tyrs were put vnto , were fo many, and of 
ſo diffzrent kinds , that Traian might haue 
begun thera , and Adrian ended them 3 al- 
though it be more probable that all paſſed 
vnder Adrian, who began no new perfecu- 
tion, but carried on that which his predecetior 
Traian had ſet on foote; and fo from its Author, 
it may well be called the perlecuticnot Traian 
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merites , that aiter Saint Iames the lefſe was TEL) 


put to death by the Iewes, for having public= 
kly and with great libertie ronfeſſ*4 heiſt to 
be the ſonne of God ; the Apoſtles and diſci- 
ples of our Lord,that were then liuing, afſeins 
bling together from {teuerall places , made 
choice of him to ſucceede Saint Tames , and 
conſecrated him the ſzcond Biſhop' of Icrufa- 
lem. He gouerned that Church with great 
fandtity for ſome yeares ,. vatill the city was 
defiroyed by Velpaſian and Titus Emperours, 
and lived vnto the raigne of Trajan ; who b 

4 falſe reaſon of ſtate, began 4 cruell perſecy- 
tion againſt the Chriſtians, as enemies of his 
Gods ; and alſo apainſt all Tewes , that were 
deſcended of Dauidsline ; becauſe he heard it 
reported, that of that race ſkould be born 4 
king and a Meſſnas, ſo powerfull that he ſhould 
free anddeliuer that poeple from ſcruitude,and 
ſhould make them giorious and dreadtull to 
all their enemies. Saint Simeon was accuſed, 
being now fixſcore yeares old to Atticus (who 
had bin Conſull, and wasthen gouernour ) for 
being 4 Chriftian and of Dauids race. Atticus 
had muchdiſcourſe with Simeon, for to perfwa- 
de him to renounce the faith of Chriſt, and 
obey Ceſar, And when words would take no 
effc& , he commanded him for a lorog time to 
be whipped every day, and put to other cru- 
ell torments ; which the holy old man endured 
with ſuch admirable conſtancy,always keeping 
the ſame ſercnity of countenance , that as well 
the Iudge, as all the ftanders by did admire that 
4 bodice ſoipent and conſumed with yearcs and 


labours , could ſuffer ſuch ſharp and bitter. 


paines. But our Lori who hath given force 
and ability to ſo many litle children, ſomany 
tender virgins , to pafle for his love through 
fire and water, and endure all torments that 
the barbarous crueltie of tyrants could inuent; 
did likewiſe encourage and tortife Saint Sime- 
on in that decrepite old age, to ſuffer whipps, 
and racks, and afterwards to dy ypon a Crolle, 
in imitation of our Lord and Saviour Ieſus 
Chriſt, who dyed ſo tor love of him, He was 
wartyred vpon the eightienth of February,on 
which day his tcaſt 1s kept ; in the yeare of 
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ur, THE LIFE OF SAINT SIMEON 


our Lord one hundred and nine , andthe tenth 
of Traian, Nicephorus calixtus wiriteth the 
Martyrdome of this Saint. The Roman Mar- 


Bishop and Martyr. 


A (4Fgeſippus 3 moſt ancient author 

writ the life and Martyrdome of 
2 Saint Simeon, Biſhop of leraſalci; 
and it isrelated by Euſcbius in his 


tyrologe and others do make mention of bim, 
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THE CHAIRE OF SAINT PETER 


at Anttocbe. 


© HE Feaſt of the Chaire of Saint 
3 Peter at Antioche is kept by the 


7 « > holy Church on the . two and 
A yt twenticth of February, for to de- 
Pee AS=# clare vnto vs the benefite which 


all the world receiued by the inſtitution of the | 


Apoſtolicall Chaire , and the power which 
Chriſt gaue vnto St. Peter, when he made him 
his vicar , and the fundamentall ſtone of the 
edifice of his Church; as we explicated in the 
feaſt of his chaire at Rome , the eigticnth of 
Tanvary. That which isparticularly to be noted 
in this feaſt of Antioche is , that after that 
Chriſt our Lord was aſcended into heauen ; 
the glorious Apoſtle Saint Peter began pre- 
ſently to exerciſe his office of vniuerſall Paſtor 
and head of the whole Church; firſt in Teru- 
falem through all Iuric, by prefiding in Coun- 
cilcs ( as when he propoſed to the other A- 


poſtles and diſciples to name ſome other in 


the place of Iudas ) by ſpeaking always as the 


head and tongue of the reſt , preaching and 
conuerting ſo many ſoules to our Lord , work- 
ing innumerable miracles, viſiting and encou- 


raging allthe faithfull in thoſe prouinces. Then 
he paſſed into Syria , and into the city of An- 
tioche ,which is the chicte and Metropolitan 
of the reſt : where notwithitanding that at firſt 
he endured many great tribulations, and was 
mocked, abuſed , imprifoned , and diuerſly per- 
ſecuted by thoſe that were enemies of the light 
and truth; yet having received his doctrine , 
and being come forth of the blindnes , and ig- 
norance in which they had lived, they eſteemed 
and honoured him very much; and building a 
Church to the living God placed in it a ſcate 
and chaire , in which the Apoſile preached. 
And the number which he , as alſo Saint Paul 
and Saint Barnabee conuerted by their prea- 
ching,was ſo great, that the faithiull ,who be- 
tore were called diiciples , there firſt tooke the 
name of Cihriitians, And. becauſe Saint Peter 
placed his chaire at Antioche , and there prin- 
Cipally declared and exercifed his authority , 
and the faithfull flocked thither to addreſle 
themiclues vato him with their doubts and 
difficulties ( although he reſided not always in 
that city, but as vaiuerſall Paſtor viſited other 
Churches) this feaſt of Saint Peters Chaire was 
iaſtitatcd , in memorie of ſo greatand fignall 


reſt of the world might with greater facility be 


— — am—_— . 


The Chaire of Saint Peter at Antioche 


3 benefite. Saint Peter was ſeauen yeares at = 
Antioche , and then by deuine ordinance and +» 
revelation he transferred his Apoſtolicke Sea, Fizy 
to the City of Rome , which was head of the az, 
werld , but withall miſtreſſe and teacher of © 
{uperſtitions and errors, for (as Saint Leo faith) 
Rome honored and adored as Gods , whatſcener 
monſters in all other prouin-es blind pazaniſme 
effeemed for deitys :that ſo the new light of the 
Goſpell that came from heauen might ſhine 
the clearer in that profound depth of obſcuri. 
ties: and that the heaJ being once conquered 
with the Pallace of the Roman Empire , the 


ſubdued. And our Lord lefſus Chriſt, who wag 
declared King of the Tewes, Greekes , and Lati- 
nes, by the titie, whichin theſe three languages 
was written vpon the glorious ſtandart ofthe 
croſle,ordained that S.Peter Prince of his Apoſ- 
tles, and his vicegerent on carth , ſhould em. 
brace with preaching theſe three nations, and 
in them all other nations of the world ; and 
that he ſhould preach the Goſpell firſt to the 
Tewes,then to the Grecians , and laſtly to the 
Romans and Latines, for to giue vs to vnder- 
ſtand that he is vniuerfall paitor of all ; and his 
ſucceſſors in like manner..St, Ignatius maketh 
mention of this ſolemnity in his epiſtle to the 
Magneſians , and Iuo Biſhop of Charters in 
2 ſermon: as alſo the Councile of Tours, which 
was held in time of Pope Felagius , ſpeaketh 
of it. And before theſe Saint Clement Pope 
treateth largely of what happened to St. Peter 
at Antioche. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT MATTHIAS 
Apoſtle. b 


Fi 


7 Sz He ſonne of God being come froni 
io [ate beaven, to redeeme the world , and 

e282 conquer the harts of men ; choſe for 
this conqueſt twelue Apoſtles, iſhermen,mea- 
ne, poore and ignorant : whom he armed with 
his ſpiritand grace , that like ſtout and valiant 
captaines, they might make war againſt ſin, the 
deuill,and hell. He would have them to bein 
number twelue, having bin figured by the'twel- 
ue Patriarks, by the twelue titles of the Altar, 
by the twelue Princes that carried the Arkeol 
the Teſtament , by the twelue ones in the 
river of Iordan , by the twelue fountaines, 
by the twelue oxen of the lauatorie of foun- 
ders work , that was in the Temple , by the 


tweluc Hebrew Spyes, by the twelue Lyonsd 
Salomon 


Saint Matthias Apoſlle: | | 18g 
it =} elomotis Throne, by the twelue pretious o- | vp ,as the chiefe and vniverfall Paſtor of all | .__ _ 


d : 2 F cies of Aarons Rationall , by the twelue ſtarrs | and firſt having briefly related vnto themTadas + 
a, FlByx 4 of the crowne , Which the woman +, that was | his crime and puniſhinent , ſaid that to fulfill Fxxayi 


7 all: cuironed with the ſanne,carricd on her head, | Danids propheſre , there 0uzht to be choſen from pony, 


: by the twelue foundations and twelue gates | :mong thoſe that vere there , and bad conuerſed 
1) of the heauenly Ieruſalem. Among theſe twelue | with Chriſt from the Baptiſme of Saint Jobn 
ad Apoitles there was one traitour , Judas Iica- | until the day that he aſcended the heauens , one 
" riot; who, after he had bin preferred to the | that might be in 1wdar his roome , and be witnes 
w- oreateſt dignity thar is in the Church , which | and preacher of the Reſurrefion of our Lord,with 
e is the Apoſtleſhip ,and had lived ſome yeares | tbe reſt of the Apoſtles. And this being appro« 
= in the ſchoole of Chriſt, preached, and wrou- | ued of by all that were preſent (who were a- 
d ght many miracles in Iury ; being overcome | bout fixſcore perſons) by common conſent 
ie at length with ayarice, ſold his moſt bleſſed | they made choice of two out of all , loſeph, 
M and ſweete Maſter for thirty pence , and deli- | that was ſurnamed Barſabas, and for his great 
wn vered him into the hands of hisenemies: then | fanity wascalled the Iuſt , and Matthias; who 
78 ſeeing him condemned to death , deſpairing | were both of the ſeauenty two diſciples of 
as of pardon of ſo foule a crime » hung himſelt | onr Lord: and betaking themſelunes to prayer 
y: with his owne hands, and burſting in the mid- | they humby beſceched him ,who alone is the 
f- deſt gave his vntortunate ſoule to the devill, | fcarcher of all harts, to declare his good ple- 
Ns Which fad example may make all the world | aſure concerning theſc two , whom they pre- 
ad tremble, when we corfider that there is no | ſented vnto him, which of them he had cho+ 
- ſecurity in this lite, Wherefore let not him | ſen to ſerue him in the office of an Apoſtle, 
that Rands , wax proud , but giue thanks to | in place of the traitour Iudas. Our Lord mani- 


our Lord who vpholdeth him , and humbly 
- heo of him not to withdraw bis hand , leaſt he 
ſhould fall. It may teach vsalſo that to hecome 


» good,it is not ſufficient to be in good companie, 
in it we do not profite by their good life,and imi- 
þ tate their example: and that there is no place 
th ſecure , how holy ſocuer it be ,it a man ſtan» 


deth not vpon his gard, and liucth with great 
ts care and circumſpe&ion : fince that Angells tell 
from heauen,our firſt Parents from Paradiſe, 
and Indas from the colledge of the Apoſtles , 
and companie of our Lord. Moreouer by Iudas 
5 his fall we way learne that when he that hath 
j receiued great fauours and guitts of God, and 
T1 thereby ftands more obliged to ferue him, 
P once falleth, it is not an ordinane fall that he 
etts , but he tumbleth headlong , and rolleth 
| =_ to the yery bottome of iniquity , as Iu- 
1s das became the captaine and leader (faith Saint 
: Peter) of thoſe who came to apprehend Chriſt, 
For of good wine they fay is made good vi- 
neger ;and of a great Saint , a great deuill, 
when he perſeuereth nor in his ſanity, Hence 
It is that a Religious man that liueth obſeruan- 
tly in his order , and perſcuereth in it vatill 
death, is 4 patterne of vertue , and A pi&ure of 
heaven:and an other that yeelding to his frailty, 
turneth his back to God, andlike an apoſtata 


aſcandall and tumbling block to thoſe with 
whom he liucth , although no man way won- 
Ger at it, for what we haue now ſaid. 

Judas therefore hauing come toſo vnhappie 
an end, andfallen from the height of the Apol- 
tolicall dignity ipto the extremity of milerie, 
SaintLuke writeth in the Ads of the Apoltles, 
that after the Aſcenſion of our Lord and ſaui- 
Our into heaven ,: all the Apoſtles and diſci- 


leaueth his good praftiſes commonly becometh - 


ples being aflembled together, Saint Peter roſe | {ecing that in the diſpute of 10 high 2 dignity 


teſted his will by ſending(according toS. Denis. 
Arcopagite, and ſome other DoQors ) a ray of 


| deuine light vpon S. Matthias, which was 4 vitt- 


ble ſigne that our lord had choſen him.although 
others are of opinion that he was choſen by 
caſting of lotts , according to a cuſtome prafti« 
{ed in the old law, which lotts being commens 
ded to God by the humble and deuout prayer 
of the faithfull, were dire&ed by him. Others 
interpret the lott to be the ele&ion which the 
Apoſtles and the reſt of the faithfulll made of 
the perſon of Saint Matthias, as they were mo- 
ucd vnto it and inſpired by God, whom they 


.buwbly beſceched to incline them to chooſe 


him that was the fitteſt for that charge; and our 
Lord granting their requeſt inſpired them to 
make choice ot Matthias; as they did withan v- 
nanimous conſent and vote. And this expoſition 
ſeemeth to be more contormable to the greeke 
text : for wheras we read: he vas numbred vith 
the Apoles,the greeke text addeth by ſuffrazes 
or vores, SO that when it is ſaid that the lott 
tell vpon Matthjas,the meaning is that he was 
preferred betore Barſabas to enioy the Apoſto- 
licall dignity, and that he was choſen by God, 
becaule the Apoſtles in the ele&ion were riot 
guided by affection of fleſhand blpod,nor had 
any regard that Barſabas was of kinn to Chriſt 
our Lord , and brother of three eApoſtles : but 
only attended to the light and inſtin& of the 
holy Ghoſt, who in{pired them to preterr Mat- 
thias in their ele&ion before Ioſeph; although 
he were both in name and works 2 tult man. 
»And this to teach vs that in diſpoting of Ec- 
cleftaſticall offices and benefices , we are not 
to be moued by fleſh and blood: By this eclec- 
tion alſoit is given vs to vnderſtand of how 
holy 4 life and great deſerts Saint Matthias was, 


hs 
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mms be Was preferred beforre i Tuſt man and found | 
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Saint Macthias Apoſtle. 


to be moxe fitt to be reckoned 1a the number 
of the Apoſtles. 

It is no' new thing in holy ſcripture to 
terme the ele&ion of God , 2 /ot. For in the 


ſawe dijcours of Saint Peter. to the diſciples, | 


he calleth the Apoſileſhip of Iudas, & /ot, not 
for that it was giuea him by lot (for it was gi- 
ven no other ways then by the good pleaſure 
and free wiil of our Lord and Saviour) but be- 
cauſe , as 1t js not in the power of man for 
ſuch a lot-49 tall vnto him, ſo wasitas litlc in 
Indas his power to be choſen for fo ſublime 4 
dignity. And SaintPaul calleth the the eletion 
4 lot : and Salomon faith of himſelt that he bad 
obtained 2 good ſoule by lot, which God had tree- 
ly and frankly beſtowed vpon him, Saint Mat- 
thias as ſoone as he was made an Apoſtle, 
began to exerciſe his tuntion : and having 
recciued the holy Ghoſt together with the 
other Apoſtles , preached to the pocple the 
incffable myſtcrie of the Croſle , with great 


holynes of lite, feruour of ſpirit ,and celeſtial 
dottrine. For beſides that he had ſtudied and 
learned well in his youth, the holy Ghoſt was 
his maſter and door , who illuminated his 
vnderſtanding with his light ,and inflamed his 
affe&ion with his heat, and gauc him a tongue 
of deuine fire for to Kindle the harts of his 


| 


Auditors. In deuiding Provinces amongſt the 
Apoſtles , Iury fell to Saint Matthias his lott, 
where he preached moſt admirably and deyi. Fy 
nely and conuerted innumerable Soules to our a 
Lord avS.lhdore faith in his life : and he aduan. 
ced with his preaching and inſtrution even 
into the turtheſt parts ot Ethiopia, as is related 
by Sophronius Niccphorus,and Dorotheus, He 
tooke many long and painfull journeys, and 
ſuffered great periecutions both from Ieyes 
and Gentiles, by whom at laſt he was ſtoned 
and behcaded for Chriſt our Lord, and endy. 
red his torments moſt willingly and ioytully, 
He dycd about the faxtith yeare of Chriſt ,in 
time of Nero the Emperovr. The bodie of Saint 
Matthias in proceſic of time was broughttg 
Rome, and is kept at Santa Maria Maiors, 
where his head is to be ſeen : although Toha 
Ekius a German, agraue and learned man, who 
diſputed againſt Martin Luther , and put him 
to filence , writeth that the Bodic of Saint 
Matthias was brought from Rome to Au. 
burgh in Germanie. It may well be that ſome 
Relicks or part of the bodie might be brought, 
and that the head and greateſt part of his bo- 
die remaine Rill at Rome , where at this day 
it is honored and reucrenced,; bu 
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THE MONTH OF 


MARCH. 


THE FEAST OF THE ANGELL GAR DIAN. 


(4 N divers Churches in 
& Spaine the feaſt of the 
} Angell Gardian is kept 
at different times. Sme 
P,4 keepe it on the firlt of 


WF March, others vpon 0- 


A ther days and months: 

bp 2 AC all —_- great reaſon. 

"I E-2 *IJUCO For although on the 
feaſt of Saint Michael the Archangell , which 


js the twenty nine of September, the vniuer- 
fall Church giveth thanks to our Lord, for the 
benefits we continually reccive from him by 
meanes of his holy Angells; and praifeth him 
for hauing created them ſo excelient, fo wile, 
fo full of grace and glorie ; as alſo honoreth 
theſe ſoueraine Spirits, as citizens of heauen, 
frends and fauourites of God , Preſidents and 
Governours of all inferiour things ; notwith- 
fanding the good turnsand benefits , which 
eyery ohe in particular receiueth ftom his An- 
ell Gardian , are fo great, frequent, and or- 
Foaric \that there is all xeaſon for vs to de- 
dicate vnto their honour 3 particular feaſt,the- 
reby to encourage vs the more to the ſeruice 
of our Lord, and to render vnto them a return 
ofpratefull thanks , ſceing we haue no other 
meanes to requite the carc and vigilancy which 
they bhaue perpetually ouer vs. For it is a cer- 
taine truth , received by all holy Doctors that 
every man (excepting Chriſt our Sauiour)trom 
the moment that he entreth into the world, 


hath an Angell deputed him by God , for to | 


| res and protect him. we ſay that Chrilt 
no Angell Gardian ; becauſe he being God 
and Lord of Angells , had no nced ot an An- 
gell; for to gard him. Yeait was iuſtand meete 
that all the Angells ſhould ſerue him , and 
waite ypon him , as they did. we fay alſo that 
the Angell begins his gard and cultodie from 
the time that the child catieth into the world, 
and commeth forth of its mothers wombe ; tor 


Whilſt it abideth there , the ſame Angell that 


| 


— 


—— 
 — 


keepeth the mother , doth gard likewiſe the 
child within her : as he who looketh to the 
tree, hath care of the fruit hanging vpon it. 
1 he benefite which God doth vnto man, 
in aſigrurg hima particular Angell, for to pro» 
te&, detend,and take care of him; is admirable, 
fhngular, and devine. Fcr that foueraine Mas 
ieſly not content to haue giuen him for his 
{cruice , the heauens, the clements, in a word 
all corporall creatures, and to have made him, 
as it were Lord of the whole frame of the 
world ; hath moreoucr ordained that the An- 
gells themſclues ſhou!d be gouernours and tu- 
tors of men: and that ſo noblea Prince , ſo ex- 
cellent , ſpiritual , and fo happie, ſhould take 
vpon him the tuition and cuſtodie ofman, and 
ſerue as 4 tutor , maſter , and guide giuen to A 
litle child , to forme and faſhion his manners, 
inſtru& his ignorance ; and condutt him in 
the dire& paths of truth. It Alexander the great 
could ſay ,that he eſteemed it more, to have 
had Arittotle tor his maiter, then to haue bin 
fonne ot Philip king of Maccdonia ; with how 
rouch mvure reaſon can cuery man glorie to 
haue an Angell his tutor, who is/without all 
compariſon wiſer then all Philoſophers , and 
more powerfull then all the Princes of the 
world ? The neccſlity that we haue of this ce- 
leſtiall ayde and tuccour of the Ange!ls,arriſeth 
from the Immortality of our ſoules, which are 
to be companions to the Angells , and to fill 
vp the ſeates , which the rebellious ſpirits by 
their fall , !eft emptic, And being , as we are, 
ignorant . and weake, and hauing to do with 
molt craftic and powertull enexues , who in 
this lo dark , (lipperie , and dangerous way, 
are continually cnuironning vs, and like to 
many hungrie lyons , 2 to deuoure vs; 
we {tand in need, for our ſecurity, of fome to 
helpe vs, by driving away our Carknes,\trengs 
thniag our infirmity , and difarmipg our obſti- 
nate and cruell aduerfaries. \ 
It were requiſite to haue the fougue of an 
Bbb Angel 
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the Angell awakes 1m , comiorts and treng- 


The holy Angell Gardien. 


Angell to ſpeake worthily of the fauours and | 
benefites , which we are continually receiuing 
from our -good Angells :for they are ſo many 
and fo great that we are not able to count 
them or vnderſtand them.For who doth know 
the innumerable flights , that the deuill doth 


vic to hinder a child that commeth forth fron 
its mothers womb , from recejuing the water 
of holy Baptiſme ?or to render it blind, lame, 
or d&1fformed in bodie ; dull , blockiſh, and Rtu- 
pide in mind ? and when it commeth to the 
yeares of diſcretion , how many ways he endea- 
Loures to obſcure its vnderſianding, ard take 
ſrom it the afteQion and loue of the foucrainc 
gocd, intargling it in that manner, that it 
can not walk in the paths and ways of God, 
v, ho created it? all which mitchiete the good 
Argeil kceepeth of , by enliphtning the vnder- 
{:rcing,oandfiirring vp the will of man,for to 
picleruc him from the dangers of fouic and bo- 
die. C hw caretv!l ishe abuut his pupill recom- 
mended to his cate , when he is in danger of 
falling? how doth he withdraw him trom il:;p- 
pe tic or regged ways, that he may not ſlide or 
{tw ble ? how readily doth he ftreach forth his 
tarid , win be perceveth bis focte toflip,to 
Nop him trom falling , or to fſerue as it were 
for a {cit pillow to breake the force of the tall, 
that he may rot quite bruiſe hiwſclt ? How 
quickiy deth he raiſe him vp after a fall ? 
tow olten doth he breake the ſnarcs and giuns 
layed by the devill to entrapp him ? and diſco. 
ucreth voto him the hocke that lyeth vnder a 
faire baite of a {enſuall delight ard pleaſure ? or 
if he chance ſomet:meto ſwallow it, how ſoone 
doth he bieake the thred it was tyed vnto, and 
maketh kin vonnte :t vp againe , what ſball 
1 fay ol the holy infpirations, wholeſome ad- 
uſes ,protitatle councells , bitter remories,and 
neceliuric reprel:enfions , which he vſeth, to 
mike hun bridle his paſſions, keepe inthe r1<ht 
way , and permit himſelf to be guided and .go- 
ucrned by God ? Low often doth the vertuous 
man, who is detir@us of his ſaluation, find him- 
{elt in & ſoiztion;and apprechending the way of 
veituc to be bard ard tull of difficulties, begin- 
neth to looſe courage and be diſmayed , and 
beggir;p of our Lora like an cther Elias to 
tike hin! out of this lite , layeth him dow ne 
to [lcepe in the ſhade of 1 wniper tice , Where 


thneth him, and jeedth him with the bread 
ot lite ; by verve wheroi being encouraged , 
he walks, runs ,{'ics, as tile were carried on 
with the wings ot his Appell, vntill be arri- 
vetiu at the Luly Mount Horeb. 7Jhkis is what 
the Prophet ſaith fa ex: refſe terms : or Lord 
bath giuen lis e/ingells choigedf thee , that they 
Keepe thee in all tly ways. Fn their hands they 
Shall teme thee , leaſi peibaps thou knock thy 
foote again#f 24 ſtone. 1Mhey are thoſe , who 


' in re;pect of the wiſeit men The orcat Door 


| here (in his jol:loquies chapter 24.) T how baſ 
| xot lin content ,my God, to hane made me lod 


When we ate caicliic of our telues, are folli- 


ccitous of vs and of our good , that watch 
when we ſleepe, and are always at our elbow i|þ 1. 
ready armed to defend us : thoſe that reioyce uygyic 
at our ſpirituall profit, and are made ſorrie for 
our loſle : thote that preſent our prayers and 
gcod deeds to our Lord , and demand him par« 
don {or our {ins : thoſe who at the houre of 
cur death aſſiſt vs with a more particular care 
and vigilancy, to preferue vs from the iawes 
of the fierce and 1nfeinall dragon , who laboy- 
reth what he can to devoure vs : thoſe that 
accompanie our foules, and bring them belore 
Almichtic God ; thoſe that do vitite and com- 
iort them in Purgatoric : infine thoſe that in 
all dangers ot bodice aud fſoule , in proſperity 
and aduetſity, by day and by night, atall times 
and x laces do ſtand by vs, keepe vs companie, 
prote& and deiend vs. We do know fome of | 
the good turns which they do vs, but thefar 
greater part we do not kr.ow , they being fo 
many in number, and fo hidden from oureyes; 
as alſo for that they do not conſiſt only in 
tauours which they Go vs , but alſo in the har 
mes and miſeries which they do hinder; and 
by their providence do preuent and driuc away 
{rom ys. All this the holy Angells do out of their F 
Charity towaids vs ; who vadeiſtanding fulycll | 
the greatnes and ſouerainc Maicſty of our Lord, 
haue ſo great adefireto ſerve him,that they efie- 
eme it a{ingular bappines that he is pleaſed to 
employ thew,although it be in ſo meane a thing | 
as is the gardianſhip and cuſtody of men,who | 
being compared with them are as litle children 


of the Church Szint Auguſline , ſpeaking of 
this ſo ſignall a benchte, which our Lord doth 
to man ,1n giuing him an Angell tor his gat- 
dian , exprefieth himſelf in moſt graue and | 
weightie termes , which I thought fit to cite 


of all thy creatures ; but ba# ginen me theſe [6 
weraine ſtirits, to be «Angells to gard and defend 
me , ani to auconpunie me in all my ways , that 
7 may not fall or flumble. Theſe are the ſentr 
nelles that do alvays Yn atch wpon the Walls of 
this wew leruſalem ; they are the bills that @ 
enwirone it the gards that defend ws, the atixens 
of that Ueſjed aty our eMother , whom thou ſets 
deft for the good of thuje that are to be beires 6 
thy glurie ; that they may keepe them companit 
in all their voyage , refend them from their ents 
mies , admonish them , encournge them , and offer 
wp their prayers b:fore the throne of thy ſoueraine 
eMaiclty. With great care and vigilancy in ah 
places and at all times they do affiſt and aye 1, 
and prouide for our neceſſuies: they are ſollicttons 
Ateninturs between thee and ws, offering up i 
tl ce unr frebs ama jols, 6nd oltaimng for ws) 
grace ana Lenevitiion. They are alt ays With v1, 
they enter in and gce out Yith vs conſidering Vi 
great attenticn the piety and integrit) of out 
conner 


*_ kt. Se 


The holy Angell Gardian; 


anuerſation ,with what earneſtnes Ye ſeeks thy 


Wil. kingdome and the inſtice thereof ,with how great 
ce Mygh4Ict feare and trembling Ye ſerue thee and reioyce in 


_ 


thee, They belpe ws when Ye labour , gard _— 
when ve reſt ,barten and abett vs When we fight, 
rrotyne vs When We onei'come , compaſſionate ws 


- when ye ſuffer (or thee . and reioyce When Ye do 


joy in thee. Great is the care they take of vs, and 
maruellons the charity they haue for ws. Ana 
all this ſpringeth from the honouz they beare to 
that ineſlimable charity of thine, #here%i:h thou 
loveſÞ 95. For they lowe tho/e Whom thou loweſt, 
and gard thoſe Whom thou gardeſt , and furſake 
thoſe whom thou forſakeſt : they athorre thoſe 
rho do offend thee , becauſe thor doefb abhorie 
them, When' we do Yell, the Anzells do reioyce, 
and the denills are affiifed : When we Zo aſtray 
rom wvertue, Ye make the denills glad, and de- 
prive thy Angelis of ' their 10y. For they retoyce 
when the ſinner doth pennance, and the demli re- 
imeth when the inſt man returneth back, from 
bis courſe of pennance. Wherefore 0 moſt [weete 
and bountifull father , do ws this fauonr , that 
theſe boly eAnzeils may always hane toy in vs, 
and that by them you be praiſed inwvs, that we 
may ſoone come 30 be one flock and one fold with 
them; and may all ioine to gine praiſe and glo- 
rie to thee, as creator of eAngells and men.W hen 
} Jaythis , Lord , T do bonour and praiſe thee for 
this excellent guift, and for haning put vs under 
the cuſtadie and protettion of :ingells for, as if it 
bad bin but 2 ſmall thing to haue giuen to out 
ſernice Vhatſoencr is under heanen, you baue aiſo 
added to boote that which is aboue the heauens. 
Lett the wery «Anzells themſelueso Lord , bleſie 
thee for this fauwour, and all thy works praiſe thee, 
and all thy Saints glorifie thee, *%ecauſe thy Na- 
me is admirable through all the earth. All this 
Is out of S. Auguſtine , which doth excellen- 
tly well declare how great 4 benektte it is to ha- 
ue an Angell Gardian, and in what confiſteth 
his office, and the acknowledgment and gra- 
titude which is due for the ſame, For which 
cauſes this feaſt was inſtituted. 
 Butto comply entircly with our obliga- 
tion, beſides the celebrating this feaſt with 
ſpirituall ioy and deuotion ; foure things we 
ae todo, tending to our profite , in recom- 
penſe of the fauoures and good turns, which 


Ve receive of our Lord by the minifſterie of 


our Angells. Three of them Saint Bernard de- 
Clares, explicating that paflage of the ninetith 
Flalme : he hath giuen his Angells charge of thee, 
that they keepe tee in all thy Says. thus he faith: 

ov rreat rewerence , devotion , and confidence 
0u7bt theſe words of the Royall Prophet cauſe 
and flirre up in thy brea(l? 2 great renerence for the 
tinuall preſence 0 f the Angells, 4 rae denotion 
jor their aff eflion and loue towards thee , and 4 
Iweete confidence for the gard and wnfodie they 
aue of thee. Line al ays with modeſt» and rej- 


be? Wbere the eAnzel!s are ener preſent, for Go3 | 


hath commanded them to accompanie thee in all 
thy Yays. In enery place, in euery houſe, in enery 
crTrer ,gine reuerence and reſper to thy «Angell; 
and committ not that tefore bim , Which thou 
ou! deſt not dare to do in my preſence. So that 
S. Bernard advicth vs to praftiſe that which 
lome graue . Philoſophers haue preſcribed for 
the ordering and retorming of our lite , who ſay 
that to get a comwand ouer ourſclues, and not 
to beled away with cur ſenſuall appetite , or 
nor to ſpcake or do any thing vabelceming 
the gravity and decerit behaviour of 4 perfe& 
man , We ate 'O make acccunt that we have 
ſtill by vs at our elbow lome perſon, for whom 
we haue a loue and reſpe& , who doth mind 
all that wedo or ſay, For fo we ſha!l be care 
tull tro auoive whatſoever may be difpleaſing 
or offentiue to him. For this apprehenſion is 
d.curb to a man, retraining him not only from 
wicked deeds, but alſo trom vnſceming thous 
ghts, S. Bernard therctore teacheth vs to take 
our Angell gardian for witnes ot our thoughts, 
and actions , that we may not do in his pre- 
lence what we ſhould be aſhamed to do be- 
fore an other man, who, be he neucr ſo graue, 
certainly is ſtill interiour to an Angell , and 
conſequently deſeructh not that ſo much ref- 
pet ſhould be ſhowne vnto him. The holy 
Father addethin the {ſecond place , that we are 
to beare great deuotion tothe holy angells,for 
the loue they haue for vs. For if natuzally /owe 
bezetts loue , and guifts , as they ſay , do ſplite 
rocks, who bath a hart , ſo hard, inhumane, and 
flinty , that will not be moued and ſoftned by 
the many and continuall guifts which he re- 
ceiueth trom his Angell gardian ? whence doth 
arite the third thing preſcribed by S. Bernard, 
the confilence which we are to haue in the 
ſategard and protcctioa of our good Angell. 
For theſe bleſſed ſpirits_as the Saintaddeth, are 
not only, andſumply with vs, but are alſo always 
in & reatines to fauour and ajjiſt vs. They are 
preſent to d:fend, preſent to belp vr.and he con- 
cludeth thus. Let ws therefore be denont , let ws 
be zratefull to jo excellent tutors, Let ws afford 
them the honour and reverence which we ove 
them. And in another place he faith , and St. 
Bonaucnture atter him. The holy Angell is 4 
faithfull Paranymph that knoveth the recipro» 
call loue which is tetwixt God and the foule, 
and is not iealous of it , becauſe be ſeeketh not 
his one zglone tut that of bis Lord. He is the 
mediator bet een the louer and the beloued ,off e= 
ring the deſires of the one, aud brinzing the guifts 
of the other , avakening the ſpouſe, and appeaſing. 
the bridgrome : and ſometimes, though ſeldome, be 
wmtes them to each other ,rauishing theſoule,or 
learning her to ber ſpouſe , that he may reioyce ana 
deliabt in ber ; becauſe be is 4 domeſlich, ſeruant 
ana familiar haning free acceſ]e to the pallace and 
the Royall chamber and aitays beboldeth the face 
of the king , and therefore feareth nit to baue the 
. 
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The holy Angell Gardien? 


Angell to ſpeake worthily of the fauours and 

benefites , which we are continually receiuing 

from our-good Angells :for they are ſo many 

and ſo great that we are not able to count 

them or vnderſtand them. For who doth know 

the innumerable flights , that the deuill doth 

vie to hinder a child that commeth forth from 

its mothers womb , from recejuing the water 

of holy Baptiſme ?or to render it blind, lame, 

or difformed in bodice ; dull , blockiſh, and ſtu- 
pide in mind ? and when it commeth to the 
yeares of diſcretion , how many ways he cndea- 
Loures to obſcure its vnderſtanding, and take 
from it the affeQion and loue of the ſoucraine 

good , intargling it in that manner”, that it 
can not walk in the paths and ways of God, 

who created it? all which miichicte the good 
Angell keepeth of , by enlightning the vnder- 
ſi:ncing ,and ſtirring vp the will of man,for to 
preſerve him from the dangers offoule and bo- 
die. © how carefv!l is he abcut his pupill recom- 
mended to his cate , when he is in danger of 
falling? how doth he withdraw him from {lip- 
perie or rugged ways, that he may not ſlide or 
{cw ble ? tow readily doth he ftreach forth his 
tand, whcn he perceweth his focte to flip,to 
Rop him trom falling , or to ſerue as it were 
for a ſoit pillow to breake the foice of the fall, 

that he may not quite bruiſe himſelf ? How 
quickiy doth he raiſe him vp after a fall ? 
tow often doth he breake the ſnarcs and ginns 
layed by the devill to entrapp him ? and diſco. 
uereth vnto him the hocke that lyeth vnder a 
faire baite of a ſenſuall delight and pleaſure ? or 
if he chance ſometimeto ſwallow it, how ſoone 
doth he breake the thred it wastyed vnto, and 
maketh him yomite 1t vp againe , what ſball 
I fay of the holy infpirations, wholeſome ad- 
uiſes,profitable councells , bitter remorſes,and 
neceſſaric reprehenfions , which he vſeth, to 
mzke him bridle his paſſions, keepe inthe right 
way , and permit himſelf to be guided and .go- 
ucrned by God ? how often doth the vertuous 
man, who is defirqus of his ſalvation, find him- 
{elt in d\ſoiation;and apprehendang the way of 
veitue to be bard and tull of difliculties, begin- 
neth to looſe courage and be diſmayed, and 
beggirip of our Lord like an other Elias to 
tzke him out of this lite , layeth him downe 
to ſleepe in the {bade of 2 iuniper tree ; where 


' the Angell awakes him , comiorts and ſtreng- 


thneth him, and ſeedeth him with the bread 
of lite ; by vertue wherot being encouraged, 
he walks, runs flies, as iihe were carried on 
with the wings of his Angell, vntill be arri- 
ueti; at the holy Mount Horeb, This is what 
the Prophet faith ia exprefle terms : o#r Lord 
bath giuen bis e«Aingells chargeof thee , that they 
keepe thee in all thy ways. Fa their hands they 
«ball teme thee , leaſt perhaps thow knock, thy 
foote againf# 2 ſtone. They are thoſe , who 
When we ate carclciic of our 1elues, are folli- 


| 


ccitous of vs and of our good , that watch 


rcady armed to defend us : thoſe that reioyce ut 
at our ſpirituall profit, and are made forrie for 
our loſle : thote that preſent our prayers and 
good deeds to our Lord, and demand him pars 
don for our ſins : thoſe who at the houre of 
cur death aſhſt vs with a more particular care 
and vigilancy, to preſerue vs from the iawes 
of the fierce and infernall dragon , who laboy- 
reth what he can to devoure vs : thoſe that 
accompanie our foules, and brivg them beſore 
almightie God - thoſe that do viite and com- 
tort them in Purgatorie : infine thoſe that in 
all dangers of bodje aud ſoule , in proſperity 
and aduerſity, by day and by night, atall times 
and places do ſtand by vs, keepe vs companie, 
prote& and delend vs. We do know ſome of 
the good turns which they do vs, but the far 
greater part we do not kr,ow , they being (o 
many in number, and ſo hidden from our eyes; 
as alſo for that they do not conſiſt only in 
tauours which they do vs , but alſo in the hars 
mes and miſeries which they do hinder; and 
by their providence do prevent and driue away 
from vs. All this the holy Angells do out of their 
Charity towaids vs ; who vadesſtanding fulyell 
the greatnes and ſoueraine Maicſty of our Lord, 
hauc ſo great adefireto ſerue him,that they efte- 
eme it a ſingular bappines that he is pleaſed to 
employ them,although it be in ſo meane thing 
as is the gardianſhip and cuſtody of men, who 
being compared with them are as litle children 
in reſpect of the wiſcit men, The great Doftor 
of the Church Saint Auguſtine , ſpeaking of 
this ſo fignall a benefite, which our Lorddat 
to man ,1n giuing him an Angell tor his gat- 
dian , exprefleth himſelf in moſt grauc and 
weightie termes , which I thought fit to cite 
here (in his ſoliloquies chapter 24.) Thow baſ 
xot bin content ,my God, to haue made me lod 
of all thy creatures ; but ba# ginen me theſe ſi 
weraine ſpirits, to be «Angells to gard and defent 
me , ani to accompanie me in all my ways , that 
7 may not fall or flumble. Theſe are the ſenti- 
nelles ,that do alveays watch wpon the rw 
this new leruſalem ; they are the hills that 
enmirone it the gards that defend vs, the atizens 
of that Heſjed aty our eMother , whom thou ſet 
deft fur the good of thuje that are to be beires 0 
thy glorie ; that they may keepe them companit 
in all their voyage , cefend them from their ente 
mies , admonish them , encourage them , andofft! 
wp their prayers before the throne of thy ſouerant 
eMaichty. With great care and vigilany im 
places and at all times they do aſſiſt and ayde v1, 
and pronide for our neceſſities: they are ſollicttons 
Menintors between thee and ws, off ering uf # 
flee out feehs and jobs, and obtaining for ws thy 
grace and benecitlion. They are alt ays Yith v1, 
they enter in and gee out With vs ,conſidering Vil 
great attenticn , the piety and integrity of ” 
conn 


when we leepe, and are always at our elbow: iÞ i 
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The holy Angell Gardian: 


angerſation ,with what earneſtnes ve ſeeks thy 


W 1 kingdome and the inſtfce thereof ,with bow great 
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cH feare and trembling Ye (erue thee and reioyce in 
thee, They belpe vs when Ye labour , gard ws 
when ve reſt , barten and abett ws when we fight, 
croiyne vs When we ouei'ome , compaſſionate vs 
when ve /uffer {or thee . and reioyce When we do 
joy in thee. Great is the care they take of vs, and 
maruellous the charity they haue for ws. cAnd 
all this ſpringeth from the honour they beare to 
that ineſtimable charity of thine, Sherevith thou 
loueſ® ws. For they lowe tho/e whom thou loueſt, 
and gard thoſe whom thou gardeſt , and forſake 
thaſe whom thou forſakeſt : they athorre thoſe 
ho do offend thee ', becauſe thor doeſt abhorre 
them, When we do Yell, the Anzells do reioyce, 
and the dewills are affitfed : when we go aſtray 
rom wertue, Ye make the deuills glad, and de- 
prive thy Angells of 'their toy. For they retoyce 
when the ſinner doth pennance, and the dewll re- 
igeth when the iuſk man returneth back, from 
bis courſe of penn ance. Wherefore o moſt [Weete 
and bountifull father , do ws this fauonr , that 
theſe boly eAngells may always haut ioy in vs, 
and that by them you be praiſed inwvs, that we 
may ſoone come 70 be one flock and one fold with 
them; and may all ioine to gine praiſe and glo- 
rie to thee, as creator of eAngells and men.W hen 
} ſaythis , Lord, IT do bonour and praiſe thee for 
this excellent guift, and for haning put vs under 
the cuſudie and protettion of Angelts for, as if it 
bad bin but 2 ſmall thing to haue giuen to our 
ſeruice vVhatſoeucr is nder henuen, you haue alſo 
added to boote that which is aboue the heauens. 
Lett the very «Anzells themſelnes o Lord , bleſse 
thee for this fauour, and all thy works praiſe thee, 
and all thy Saints glorifie thee, Ybecauſe thy Na- 
me ir admirable through all the earth. All this 
is out of S. Auguſtine , which doth excellen- 
tly well declare _ great a benehite it 1s to ha- 
uc an Angell Gardian, and in what confiſteth 
his office, and the acknowledgment and gra- 
titade which is due for the ſame, For which 
cauſes this feaſt was inſtituted. 
| But to comply entirely with our obliga- 
tion, beſides the celebrating this feaſt with 
ſpirituall ioy and deuotion ; foure things we 
ae todo, tending to our profite , in recom- 
penſe of the fauoures and good turns, which 
Ve receive of our Lord by the miniſterie of 
Our Angells. Three of them Saint Bernard de- 
Cares, explicating that paſſage of the ninetith 
Flalme : be hath giuen his Angells charge of thee, 
that they keepe thee in all thy Ways. thus he faith: 
W great renerence , denotion , and confidence 
095bt theſe words of the Royall Prophet cauſe 
and ftirre up in thy breaſ1? 2 great renerence for the 
ntmuall preſence 0 f the Angells,4 rare denotion 
for their affefion and loue towards thee , and 4 
Ivete confidence for the gard and wuftodie they 
ate of thee. Line always with modeſty and re- 


pe? Wbere the eAnzells are ener preſent ,for Goa | 


hath commanded them to accompanie thee in all 
thy Yays. In euery place, in every houſe, in euery 
corner ,giue rewerence and reſpet3 to thy «Angell; 
and committ not that before bim , Which thou 
wouldeſt not dare to do :n my preſence. So that 
S. Bernard aduiſeth vs to praftiſe that which 
lome graue Philoſophers haue preſcribed for 
the,ordering and retorming ofour life , who fay 
that to get a command ouer ourſclues, and not 
to beled away with our ſenſuall appetite, or 
not to ſpeake or do any thing ynbeſceming 
the gravity and decent behauiour of 4 perfett 
man , We are to make account that we have 
ſtill by vs at our elbow ſome perſon, for whom 
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we haue a loue and reſpe& , who doth mind ' 


all that wedo or ſay, For fo we ſhall be care- 
full to auoide whatſoeuer may be diſpleaſing 
or offenſive to him. For this apprehenſion is 
a.curb to a man, retraining him not only from 
wicked decds, but alſo trom vnſeeming thou« 
ghts, S. Bernard therefore teacheth vs to take 
our Angell gardian for witnes of our thoughts, 
and actions , that we may not do in his pre- 
ſence what we ſhould be aſhamed to do be- 
fore an other man , who, be he neucr ſo graue, 
certainly is ſtill interiour to an Angell , and 
conſequently deſeructh not that ſo much ref< 
pet ſhould be ſhowne vnto him. The holy 
Father addethin the ſecond place , that we are 
to beare great deuotion tothe holy angells,for 
the loue they haue for vs. For it natuzally love 
bezetts lone , and guifts , as they ſay , do ſplitt 
rocks, who bath 4 hart , ſo hard, inhumane, and 
flinty , that will not be moued and ſoftned by 
the many and continuall guifts which he xe» 
cetueth trom his Angell gardian ? whence doth 
ariſe the third thing preſcribed by S. Bernard, 
the confidence which we are to haue in the 
ſategard and protection of our good Angell. 
For theſe bleſſed ſpirits as the Saintaddeth , are 
not only, andſimply with ws, but are alſo always 
in 4 readines to fauour and aſſiſt vs. They are 
preſent to defend, preſent to help vr.and he con+ 
cludeth thus. Let ws therefore be dewant , let ws 
be grateful} to ſo excellent tutors, Let ws afford 
them the honour and reuerence which we ove 
them. And in another place he faith , and St. 
Bonaucnture after him. The boly Angell is 4 
faithfull Paranymph that knoweth the recipro» 
call loue which is betwixt God and the foule, 
and is not iealous of it , becauſe be ſeeketh not 
bis owne zlorie but that of bis Lord. He is tha 
mediator betyeenthe lower and the beloued ,offen 
ring the deſires of the one, aud brinzing theguiſts 
of the other , awakening the ſpouſe, and appeaſing, 
the briagrome : and ſometimes, though ſeldome, bs 
unites them to each other ,ranisbing theſoule,or 
learins her to her ſpouſe , that he may rewoyce and 
delight in her ; becauſe be is 4 domeſtick, ſeruant 
and familiar hauing free acceſſe to the pallace and 
the Royall chamber and always beholdeth the face 
of the king , and therefore feareth n(t to baue the 
_ Tepth, 


The holy Angell Gardian. 


inns Yepulſe.or 2 deniall of bis requeſt. But A fourth 
> duty towards our Angell gardian is the prin- 
Karcn cipall ,and the moſt important of all, to witt 


the obedience which We owe him,by harkning 
to bis interiour voyce , and wholſome aduiles, 
as ofour tutor, gouernour maſter, guide,defen- 
der.mediator,as well in order to the auoiding 
of din , as for the following of vertue, and in- 
creafing in all manner of perfection ,and in the 
loue of our Lord. We have an enemie that is 
always working and contriving our vtter ruine 
2nd deſtru&ion, to wit the devilll; and one ſure 
and certaine frend, which is our good Angell; 
who with all his power is continually procu- 
ring our good. The deuill parſues vs out of 
bis hatred of God , and envie of our felicity , 
that we may not gainc what he hath loſt: and 
the good Angell is moſt carefull and tollici- 
tous of vs, for the love he bearcth to God , ſee- 
ing how deare we are to his Maieſtic and how 
expreſly he hath recommended vsto his charge 
and prote&ion.Andis it not thena great fol- 
ly to harcken to our deadly cnemie,and follow 


his counſell, whoſe only ioy is our forrow , 


and content our rvine and torment 3 and on 
the contrarie to ſtop our cares to the admo- 
nitions and aduiſes of ſocordiall and faithfull a 
frend, that lamenteth our fins, reioyceth for our 
merits, and triumpheth for our victories? when 
ſocuer there is propoſed vnto vs any good to 
be don , or cuill to be auoided , we fecle this 
contraſt and ſpirituall confli& within vs : for 
our cnemue ſtriveth to hinder the good , and 
incline vs to euill : and the holy «Angell on 
the contraric labourcth to withdraw vs from 
committing fin , and ſtirreth vs vp to 4 good 
work; and in theſe occaſions if we be not quite 
ſenſeleſl and void of iudgment , we ought to 
obey our good Angcll, as a moſt prudent coun- 
{ellour and faithful} trend, tor to content him, 
and benefite our ſelues ; and muſt deteſt Sa- 
than , and caſt, away his wicked ſuggeſtions 
for to ſpite him , and deliver ourſclues from 
his tyranny ; always praifing our Lord God 
aſwell for his other innumerable benefits, which 
we have recciued from his bountifullhand, as 
particularly for this which he hath don vs ,in 
appointing Angells for our gardians. And fo 
ſhall we celebrat this feaſt as we ought , to 
Gods glorie, the honour of the Angells , and 
frute of our owne ſoules : which God grant 
vs through their interceſſion, fince he was ple- 
aſcd to create vs for that end, 
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THE LIFE. OF SAINT CASIMIR, 
Great Duke of Lituania , Confeſsor, 
G 

(fn , King of PoJonie , and Great Dy. 
ke of Lituania , had twelue*children 
1x 1080s and as many daughters by his ver. 
tuous Lady , Elizabeth of Auſtria, daughterty 
Albert the ſecond , Emperont./This »oft bo} 
and moſt relizious queen{as a graue Author 
ltileth her) vied 4 very fingular care and gi: 
ligence to bring them all vp in the feare and 
loue of God. Bnt none profited ſo much by 
her pious induſtrie ,as did the ſecond ſonne 
Saint Cafimir who ſhined among the reſt ofhis 
Brothers as the diamond among other pretious 
ſtones. Together with his nurſes milk be ſucked 
in the principles of vertue;and was ſcarcely got 
out ot his infancy , when he was far advanced 
in ſanttity. He was much eſteemed for his ex- 
cellent wit , and admirable good nature,and 
for ſo courteous and affable 3 diſpoſition . that 
he won the harts of all that had to do with 
him. jn the midſt of courtly delights and ofa 
great liberty of liuing ashe pleaſed , he kept fo 
itrickt 4 gard oucr his mindand ſenſes and ws 
ſoeſtrangedfrom vice,that he had ahorrorand 
deteſtation of all that had any affinity withit 
No bodie could euer obſeruc in him any light 
or immodeſt geſture, nor heare fall from his 
mouth any word, that had nota moſt chaſt and 
inno:ent meaning. The ſtaiednes of his com: 
portment, the modeſtic of his countenance 
and the admirable temper of ſweetnes and ſe 
uerity which appeared 1n his eyes,did extinguiſh 
all diſboneſt thoughts , and excite a loue of 
purity in the harts of thoſe that conuerled 
with him :and the moiſt vertuous were ſurc 
to haue the firſt place in his affe&tion and 
fauour. His itudie of mortification , and the 
affliaion . of his bodie was continuall and 
exceſſive great, although his humility concex 
led as much ot it , as was poſſible, from the eyes 

of men. His faſts were very rigorous and fic- 

quent; vnder a princely attire he wore ordi- 

narily a rough and pricking hair ſhirt, A great 

part of the night he ſpent in prayer ; and then 

threw downe his wearie wa exhauſted bodic 
vpon the bare floore, knowing that chaſtity 

acuer reſteth more ſecurely then vpona hard 

bed. Oftentimes alſo in the dead of the night 

in moſt ſharp and bitter weather , he went 

barefoot to ſome Church,and there lying pro 


AftmirTagellon, the third of that na, 


{trat ypon his face before the dore , bathedthe 
ground 
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render bodie ſuffer and endure , if the Squlc 


8 he in loue with God? But he, who was (0 hard 


and rigorous to himſelf , was full of com> 
afſion and tendernes towards his neigh- 
bour- Euery mans miſeric and atil;Qion he 
eſteemed to be his owne ; and therefore 
was an eye to the blind, 4 toote to the 1a- 
me , 4 ſupport to the Ceſticute and voide of 
help , a father of orphans, 4 nouriſher of the 
core andneedie ; ſo that he was commonly 
called the Father and defender of the powre. The 
braveſt title that a prince can gloric of. His 
chiefe care and ſtudie was to conferued and 
aduance Catholick Religion; and to extinguiſh 
or drive away herehe out of all his tachers 
dominions :-and therefore he perſyaded him 
to enat 4 law , that no new Church ſhould 
be built for hereticks, nor any old one cepai- 
red, And he was ſo obedient 3 cnild of our 
holy Mother the Catholick Church, that vpon 
no pretext he could be brought to tranigreſſ 
any of her preCepts or decrees.Bcing once tick 
he was aduiſed by the Door vpon I faſting 
day ,to cate fome meat , which, valelle it be 
in ſuch an occaſion , is not lawſull on thoſe 
days to be eaten. And he anſwered moſt reſo: 
lutly , that be had rather dy out of band, or re- 
maine all his life loug fuck and queaſie, then 
faile it the exatt objeruance of the leaſt ordina- 
tion of the Church, Letall delicat and nice Ca- 
tholicks take notice of this example , and be 
aſhamed of themſelues ; that for ſome litle de- 
fuxion, forſooth , or headake , they make no 
ktuple to diſpenſe with themſclues in laws 
and precepts that do oblige all the faithfull. 
If any one be deſirous to know how theſe 
and many other heroicall yertues came to 
ſpring ſo happily , floriſh ſo plealantly , and 
bring forth: ſuch admirable truits in the hart 
of this moſt holy Prince ; and that in a Royall 
court and Pallace , the ayre whereot is not 
ordinarily favourable to Innocency and ver- 
twe: I anſwer,that like to Saint Avguſtine he 
dd water the garden of his ſoule with two 
eontinuall ſtreames , the one flowing from #he 
ſte of the Lambe, the other from the lrea#s of 
the Virgin, My meaning is, that his tender and 
cordiall deuotion to the euer glorious virgin 
Marie; and 3 conſtant memorie of the bit- 
ter paſſion of our Lord Telus Chriſt , preſer- 
ved him always pure from vice, and enriched 
him with heauenly graces, His moſt frequent 
and delightfull entertainment was in the holy 
wounds and ſufferings of our Lord; and he 
yould have eſtcemed that day litle better then 
loſt which he ſhould haue patled ouer without 
a ſerious and devout meditation vpon ſome 
myſteric of his painfull lite and paſſion. Hence 
he ſo quickned aud ſtrengthned his faith, that 
he aſſiſted at holy Maſle with as great deaotion 
and attention , as it he had ſeca our Saviour 
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- ground with teares. What can not even 4 | 
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dying vpon Mount caluary : for he did moſt 
afluredly belicue that (as Saint Auguſtine ſpe- 


aketh) The /acrifice of our Raemption , which , 


vas of/ ered for vs wpon the Cro(te, wherely the 
band writing as blotted out , Which carried our 
condemnation in it , is dayly diſvenſed from 
the holy eAitar. And by his piety in this kind 
he doth exceedingly condemn the moſt ſtupid 
ingratitude of all thoſe, who come to theſe 
deuine myſteries with fo litle reverence ,as if 
they had no reſpe& of the preſence of God, 
worthie of all adoration. As tor hi: deuotion 
to our bleſſed Lady ; he had dedicated himſelf 
to her {eruice from his childhood , always lou= 
ing her as his Mother , honouring her as his 
Queen, and confidently making his recourſe 
vnto her, as to a ſecure refuge and ſuccour. 
Amongſt his other dutys towards this ſoue- 
raine Princeſle of heauen and eatth , he reci- 
ted dayly a deuout hymn which himſelf had 
compoled of her praiſes, in rythme : which 
beginneth thus : omni die dic Marie: Mea 
Laudes anims. Which he would haue to be by- 
cried with him, and laid vpon his breaſt; asan 
amwiet or preſeruatiue of his hart even after 
his death. But no duty or deuotion was more 
gratefull vnto her, then his ſingular care of 
conſeruing chaſtity, which in her honourand 
imitation he maintained all his life long , wi- 
thout ſpot or blemiſh, knowing that izcorrup-= 
tion,by the teſtimony of holy ſcripture, maketh 
a man like to God: and at his death left a moſt 
remarkable and publick teſtimonic tothewho- 
le world of the high eſteeme he had of it.For 
as he was altogether taken vp with his accuſto- 
mcd exerciſes of deuotion and charity, he fell 
intro a dangerous ficknes, which caſt not only 
the court, but alſo the whole kingdome into 
21-at ſorrow and defolation : 2 conſult of doCe 
tors was called , who agreed thatthe only cus 
re of his diicaſe would be to marric. But the 
vertuous Prince , who vnderſtood better the 
price and value of chaſtity , then the doors 
did the nature of his ficknes, anſwered them 
plainly 2hat be carednot for life, if it were to coſs 
him his purity , which be eſteemed to be the beſt 
and moſt excellent part of bis ſoule : and that 
he wonid chooſe to dy preſently rather then to 
line many azes With loſe of that heauenly trea= 
/ure. O bleiied man , worthily ſtiled the Mars 
tyr of chaſtity | certainly in this vertue he ſur- 
paſled the Angells ; for their purity is neither 
expoſed to danger, nor aſſaulted by combat : 
and he maintained his with loſle of his lite. 
His only paralell is the glorious Mother of 
God , whom as in other vertues, ſomoſt pare 
ticularly 1n this he did itudy to imitate.For as 
our bletied Lady (who was the firſt that dif- 
played the entligne of chaſtity, and vowed to 
God an vadehled Sanity ot foule and bodie) 
made difficulty to accept of the higheſt digni» 
ty of being _” ot God, it it could not 
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ſtand with het inuiolably-grounded purpoſe 
of perpetuall virginity ; ſo this client of 
the all-immaculat tie willingly and freely 
renounced his Princedom and his life in the 
very flowre of his age , which he could not 
otherways keep, then if he would ceaſe to be 
a virgin. What a check is this heroicall exam* 
ple vato all thoſe ,who by a lewd and deboiſt 
life do,like ſwine,trample vnder their feet this 
ineſtimable pearle of purity | how far are they 
from ſacrificing their liues to chaſtity , who are 
ſuch enemies of it, that they are content cucn 
to ſhorten their days by abuting anddeſtroying 
it / This generous reſolution of the moſt chaſt 
Prince was rewarded by a revelation which 
God gaue him of the day, in which he was to 
depart out of the world, to witt , the forth 
of March, in the yeare of our Lord one thou- 
ſand foure hundred eighty nine. On which day 
Saint Caſimir, having ſpent moſt innocently 
and holily twenty foure yeares and five months 
in this mortall life , armed with all the rites 
and Sacraments of the Catholick Charch, a- 
mid{t the quires of Prieſts, and Religious men, 
recommending to God his happie patlage, and a 
greater companie of heauenly Spirits, attending 
it ;zwith a crucifix in his hand , which he ot- 
ten ſprinkled - with teares,prefled to his lipps, 
and applyed to his hart ; as he was ſweetly 
aud amourouſly entertaining himſelf with his 
deare Lord and Saviour, and repeating thoſe 
words : Lord into thy bans I do recommend my 
foxie ; rendried vp his pure Spirit to be ioyned 
to the fountaine of purity : which was ſeen 
enuroned with a moit cleare and bright hight 
to be carried by the hands of Angeils into hea- 
ven. His bodie was buried in the Church of 
Saint Staniſlaus, in achapell of our bleſſed Lady; 
and in the yeare one thouſand fix hundred aad 
nine was found cntire and freſh , with that 
hyan which, as we faid , he gaue order ſhould 
be buried with him, vpon his breaſt, an cui. 
dent token of His virgiaall integrity , which 
is the beit baulme for to conſerue bolies from 
corruption. God Almighty was pleaſed to de- 
Clare his glorie by many aad great miraclesand 
fauours wrought by his inerits and interceſſion, 
Wherot [ haue thought fit to recount on very 
fignall and remarkable. Inthe yeare one thou- 
ſand five hundred and eighteen, the Maſcouits 
with a moit powertull armie inuaded Sigil- 
mond the firit , King of Polonie , and Brother 
of Saint Cafinir, The King being imbroyled 
then with other great affaires could not lewie 
abouc two thouland men to oppoſe againſt 
them. And theſe marching vnder the command 
of the GenerallsGaltold and Boracinski,when 
they caine as far as the river Dune , the water 
being then exceeding high, were at aſtand, not 
knowing what meanes to vie to palle ouer : 


when behold there appeareth before them St. | 


Caſimir, gallantly mounted , and glittcripg in 


Saint Caſimir Confeſſor: 
armour , as bright as the ſunne , who bids they , 


follow him , which they did and paſſed oe 
the river without difficultic. It was as cafic yg, y 
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der the fame condu& to defeat the enimie, as j 
it was to paſſe the water. In a word the Myc. 
couits were quite routed , and the Polonianz 
got a moſt famous vitorie, Wherevpon kin 
Sigiſmond reſolued to negotiate with the Poge 
Cafunirs Canonization : but ſome other byj. 
nes interuening, he did not vrge the matter x; 
he ſhould haue don. Wherctore God permitte 
him to ſtand in need the {econd time of the 
aſſiſtance of his Saint, For the yeare followins 
the Duke of Muſcouic nothing daunted with 
his former defeat, bringeth into the field a ſtrog; 
ger armic then hc had don before, Then kig 
Sigiſmond acknowledging his ingratutude;m. 
de a ſolemn vow to lolicite as efficaciouſl 
as he could , his Holines for to declare his 
brother Caſimir aSaint. And no ſooner had he 
made this vow,but his men though 1n ſtrength 
and number inferiour to the Muicouits,behol. 
ding Saint Caſimir marching agaiane betar, 
them in the ayre, conceived 1o great courage 
and vigor , that like raging lyons they fell y. 
pon the encmie , and made him recoile back, 
notwiſtanding that the Duke with his example 
and words encouraged them, all that he could 
to ſand their ground , and fight maafully.But 
what is all the power of mortall men able to 
do againſt one Saint , who oppolſeth it? the 
Polonians eying Saint Cafimir,who went be- 
fore them, ruſhed in vpon the Muſcouites, put 
them all to route, killed diucrs of them,tooke 
many prifoners , and lolt not A man of their 
owne. The king , when he receiued news of 
the vitorie, went with all that were about hin 
to Saiat Caſimir his tombe , to giue him thanks 
for ſo ſpeciall a fauour:and preſeatly diſpatchel 
ſome to the Pope Leo the tenth , for to procute 
his Canonizatiqn. His Holines after due infor- 
mations taken of his life and miracles, with the 
accuſtoined ceremonies canonized and decla- 
red him a Saint, inthe yeare one thouſand fue 
hundred and twenty. And Pope Paul the fil 
at the inſtance of Vladeſlaus , then Prince, 
afterwards king of Polonic and Swede, com- 
manded his memorie to be celebrated through 
out the Chriſtian world , and his teaſt to be 
kept vader the title of a Confeſſor vpon the 
forth of March. His life is gathercd out of 
Gregorie Snuciski , Canon of the Cathe- 
drall Church of Vilna, and Zacharie the Popes 
Nuncius in Polonie, as alſo out of the Roma 
Bzeuiary, 
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Saint Lucius Pope and Martyr: 195 


| blood of Chriſtiang \ ſent a great peſtilence; 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT LVCIVS 
Pope and Martyr. 

| Hen Saint Cornelius Pope atid 

My Martyr was ſent into baniſhment 

for Chriſt our Lards ſake, Saint Lu- 


cus kept him companie , who was aPricſtand 
ſonne of Porphyrius a Roman citizen. And 


ifter that Cornelius was Martyred , he ſuccee- | 


ded him in the Apoſtolick chaire,in the Raigne 
ofGallis and Uolufius Emperours, by whom 
he was likewiſe baniſhed , but by Gods will 
ſoone reſtored againe to his Charch. Saint Cy- 
pran writ vnto him for to congratulat with 
timfor his return ; and harh theſe words, Ft zs 
but 2 while fince , moſt deare Brother that F gaue 
you the toy , that God had honoured you with 
Prieſtly dignity and the title of 4 Confeſiot in 
the gowernment of bis Church. But nov we giue 
30 no Jeſſe i0y , and to your conpanions alſo, and 
al the reſt of the brethren , that he hath reftored 
you againe to your Church with the ſame glorie, 
and to your great praiſe , that ſo 4 Paſtor might 
not be wanting to feed bis flock, ,nor 4 Pilot to 
guide bis ship, 2201 4 gorernour to rule his poeple ; 
and that the world might know that he ordained 
your banishment not to deprive the Church of het 
Bibopobut to haue him to return vnto ber, richer 
in merits an.4 vid7orious. For the honour of Mar- 
trdme as not lefſe in the three children , for 
that they did not dy , but came ſafe and entire 
out of the furnace of Babylon ; nor was Daniel 


the world ; and ſcarcely wasthere any city, vil- 
lage or houle which was not infe&ed with it, in 
that violence that the greater part of the inha« 
bitants of the earth dyed of it. Saint Lucius 
gaue orders twice , and ordained foure Prieſts, 
toure deacons , and feauen Biſhops, He was 
crowned with Martyrdome vnder the Empe- 
perours Galias and Uolufius , though the Ro- 
man Martyrologe and other Authors fay that 
he dyed in the perſecution of Valerian ; be- 
cauſe that perſecution was ſo called, for that 


Valerian, whilſt he was Cenſor, made laws a- 


gainſt Chriſtians, which other Emperours, and 
himſelf alſo , when he came to that dignity,did 
put in execution with great ſcuerity. As Saint 
Lucius was led to Martyrdome, he recommen- 


_ ded the Church and his flock vato Saint Stee- 


— 


phen, his -Archdeacon, who ſacceeded him in 
the popedome.Euſebius faith that Saint Lucius 
was Pope but cight months. But ſeeing he ga- 
ue orders twice , as is recorded in the boock 
of the Roman Biſhops , he muſt neceſlarily 
hauc held the Seate longer. He dyed in the ye- 
are of our Lord two hundredandninety; and 
was buried in the Churchyard of Calixtus. 
Pope Clement the eight in the reformed Bre- 
uiary ordained that the feaſt of Saint Lucius 
Pope and Martyr ſhould be kept on the forth 
of March. All the Roman Martyrologes , of 
Bede, Uſuardus, and Ado, do make mention of 
him. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT THOMAS 


—— 
leſſe pafe& , or Worthie of praiſe , for haning bin of Aquine , Confeſsor and Dottor. £ Ku < 
; preſerned from the lyons, by whom according to the > mrs 
. ordinary courſe he would haue bin deuoured. In | 
t the Confeſiors of Chriſt , .Martyrdome, which is 7 He bleſſed SaintThomas of A uin, 
lifferred , doth not diminish the merit of their ; Na light of the Catholick Church, 
. unfeſſion , but manife Feth the greatnes of Gods > 4ngelicall Door, the ſecure gui- 
ſuccour and protefion, The lame Saint Cyprian gc of School-men, ornament and 
: in an other epiſtle praiſeth him muchtogether | & glotic of the holy order of Saint 
; vith his predeceſſor Saint Cornelius Pope;and | Dominick , was very nobly born, and was 
i faith that they Were fl} of the boly Gboſt ; and | fonne of the Counts of Aquine.. His father 
p glorious eMartyrs of our Lord. Saint Lucius or- | was called Landulphus , and his Mother The- 
5 Gained that two Prieſts and three Deacons | odora. This Lady being big with child with 
i 


ſhould always accompanie the Biſhop,to be as 
It vere witneſſes of his life and ations , that 
their preſence might oblige bim to be Warie and 
tiumſpe# in bis demeanour , and that no bodie 
mght be ſo beld as to ſpeak amiſſe of bim, R29Wing 
that he hath Witneſſes for to proue his innocency. 
At that time God Almighty ,tor to chaitilc the 
gentiles , who did ſtrangely perſccute our holy 
Religion , and were never fatiated with the 


- 


Saint Thomas , there came a hely Hermite vn« 
to her , who had hanging about his neck an 
image of our bleiſed Lady , and at the feete 
of it 4 pituie ot Saint Dominick ; and told her 
that God Yould exlizhien ber, and that the showld 
tring forth 4 ſonne ,who showld take the batite 
of Saint Dominick, and te an honour to his (ami- 
ly , and & light wnto the world, Theodora re. 
plycd : Gods will be dots, The bleſſed fax: 

Ons 


x98 


MARCH 
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Saint Thomas 


comming into the world was receiued by his pa- 
rents as giuen them by the hand of God. At the 
holy font they named himThomas,from his great 
orand father by the fathers fide, Thomas count 
of Samacolla ,fauourite of Frederick the ſecond 
Emperour , and his chicf Generall in ſeucrall 
expeditions. As his nurſe was once wrapping 
him vp in ſwadling bands , ſhe perceived that 
he held faſt in his hand a litle ſcroule of paper, 
and as ſhe would haue taken it from him to 
ſwath him more at caſe, the child cryed lopiti- 
fully , that the nurſe was faine to forbeare, But 
by and by the mother came and tooke it out 
of his hand , and vnfolding it tound writtea 
therein theſe words: «Ave Maria :and not be- 
ivg able to pacify him otherwiſe , gaue it him 
againe : and he ftraightways put it into his 
mouth, and chewing it with his tender gums 
at length ſwallowed it , ſhewing hereby that 
with his milk heſucked in the loue of the moſt 

pre virgin, vnto whom he was cuer deuout 
all his lite. During his infancy, if at any time he 
cryed the beſt meanes to quiet him, was to gue 
him ſome boocke , that he might turn ouer the 
leaues of it , and ſtraightways it ſtilled him. 
When he was five yeares old , his parents lent 
him to the Monaſterie of Mount Caſlin , that 
from his childhood he might learn among thoſe 
holy Monks the feare and loue of our Lord. For 
the gloriousPatriark S.Benedi&,vnderſtanding 
well of what importance 1tis for the reformati- 
on and good government of theChriſtian com- 
monwealth , that noble men and gentlemens 
ſonns be vertuouſly bred from their tender age: 
for to do this ſeruice toour Lord, and ſo conh- 
derable a benefit to the world, tooke vpon him 
in his lifetime the education of children of gou- 
od quality 1n his Monaſterie of Mount Ca{lm , 
not regarding the quiet and recolleftion which 
his Religious profetſed ; and recommended tais 


Jaudable practiſe and inſtitution vato his chil- 


dren and ſucceſſors, which they continued 1t1]] 
ynto the time of Saint Thomas :who comming 
thither ſo young , ſurpaſicd all the reſt of th- 
children , that were brought vp there, in tran- 
quility , {weetaes, ſilence , modeſtie , and obe- 
dience to his maſter,and thoſe who had care of 
him; ſhunning always ſuch children as were tur- 
bulent and varuly, and Keeping companie with 
thole,that were more ſtayed and deuout: tor as 
for himſelf ,L;z was fo addicted to piety , that he 
ſpent cue: y day two houresin prayer , and with 
45 laudable curioſity did often aske of the Reli- 
gious , vnder whoſe charge he was, to declare 
wnto bim #hat God is. And he caretully minded 
and kept in his hart the good counſel] that was 
gwen him. At the age of ten yeares he was 
brought back to Naples to ſtudic, His maſter 
in grammar , Rhctorick , and logick , was one 
Martin , 5 famous man ;and in Philoſopbie Pe- 
trus Hibernicus,Peter of Ireland, from whence 
bc came to teach ſchools in Italy , alſo a very 


of Aquine Confeſlor and Do@or 


renowned man. Saint Thomas had a great and 
ſharp wit, by meanes, wherot he did fo aduance 


in thole ſciences , that he left his companion; Wk 


far bchind him , and gauc remarkable 
of what he would. prouc in time. All mengeyes 
were vpon him tor his nobility , his Oreat wh 
gement and vnderſtanding ; and much more for 
the rare example which he gaue, and for the 
graue and cheerful! modeſtie , which ſhined i 
him. When he came trom Mount Caſſin; ou 
Lord had alredie touched his hart , and inclined 
him to a contempt ol carthly things with ahioh 
cſteeme of thoſe of heauen, This made hund, 
ten to conter wita the fathers of Saint Dogi. 
nicks order , who had newly founded & con. 
vent at Naples, and floriſhed with a great repu- 
te of ſandtity. And one of them perceiucd in 
Saint Thomas his face a radiant lieht Which 
ſpread jt felt in rays all about him "and ſhined 
vpon all the companie : wherat he was much 
aſtoniſhed, Thomas was moſt intimate and & 
m:ltar with Father Tohn of Saint Iulian ofthe 
ſame conuent, a deuout and venerable man 
by whoſe meanes he came to take the habit of 
Saint Dominick, being now fourteen yearesdf 
age :and he receiued it from the hands ofSaint 
Thomas Tolentin , who was then Prior of the 
Conuent of Naples ; and afterwards was made 
Patriark of Ieruſalem. | 
_ Hisentring into Religion cauſed great ad: 
miration and much diſcourſe at Naples :for 
that he was very young , nobly born, and of 
great hopes andexpeRation : and the wonder 
was the gteater, for that the order, which hs 
centred into, was yet but new , and not ſo tte 
mouſlly knownein the world. Some murmuret 
agarnit the Friars,as jf they had enueigled him: 
ethers laid that his Parents ſhould in no caſe 
permit him to remaine there : others ſaid it ws 
leuity and childiſhnes in him. But amoogſt (0 
many that were troubled at his entrance; there 
wanted. notſome, who had the graceto folloy 
the example; and in imitation of Saint Tho 
mas to ſac I perpetualldiuorce with the world, 
When the newes was brought to his mother, 
ſhe came from Rocaſeca, where ſhe abided, vir 
to Naples, to ſee her ſonne. But he knowing 
with what intention ſhe came , and fearing 
that his mothers words might haue to great 
lorce and power oucr him, to decline the dats 
ger,which ſuch encounters do bring with them 
detired and importuned the Prior to conuey him 
oO ſome other place , for that he would not 
venture himſelf alone with his mother. The 
Prior condeſcended to what the Nouice tc: 
queſted of him, as well to give him content; 
as alſo tor that he fearcd leaſt the mother being 
ſo great and powerfull 4 Lady , "might take 
him away by force; and ſothe order mightc0* 
me to,be depriued of that treaſure wherewit 
God had enriched and enobled it. Therefor 


he was ſent away preſently to Rome to tht 
: Cont 
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Conuenr of Saint Sabina in companie of ſome 
L Religious men. His mother relolucd to follow 
lhim to Rome , where ſhe alſo miſſed of him, 
forthatthe Prior hadaltediefcnt hins towards 
Paris, there to heare his courle of diuimity, and 
this with Thomas his conſcnt , for it wasnot 
iudged fitting that a youth ſhould run the ha- 
zard of being tempred by the teares of ſo affhic- 
ted and paſhonate a woman as his mother then 
was. When his mother percciucd that the Re- 
ligious would not truſt her with her tonne, al- 
though ſhe tooke her oath that ſhe did not in- 
nd to draw him from Rehgion , but rather to 
encourage him to perſeuer in it; ſhe was high- 
ly offended, and writ veto her two fonns, Lan- 
qulfe and Arnauld(who were two prime coin- 
tnanders in the Emperour Fredericks armie ) 
charging them to beſctt all the ways which 
their brother Thomas was to paſlc thorough 
ſorto goe into France , to take him , and ſend 
tin vato her. And they vied to much diligence 
in the buſines, that by ſome ſouldiars whom 
they employed , they tooke him , and 1ent 
him to their mother. The fouldiars would 
habe taken of his triars weede by force ; but 
be reſiſted them with ſuch a courage , that 
hould they haue torn him in peeces, they could 
not have don it, he oucrcomming their 1nto- 
lency and outrages by his generous {pirit, and 
by the forcible eloquence ot his teares, when 
Saint Thomas arriued at his mothers houle, it 
5not cake to exprefſe the: ioy whach ſhe 
had to ſee her ſonne in her cuſtodie : tor ſhe 
perſwaded her ſelfthat ſhe had got the victoric, 
becauſe he being lo very young , might with 
licle paines be moulded as (he pleaſed. She vied 
all the art and meanes, which ſhe coul.l thiuke 
df, for to make him put of the 1e11g1ous habut ; 
ningling faire and flattering language with 
nx with terrour, and tcares with 
anger ; and leauing nuthing vnattempred, 
which ſcemed likely to prevaile with him. Tae 
boly youth looked vpon her as his Mother, 
and reſpe&ed her as his Lady , and his an- 
lycrs were full ofmodeſty and truth. He ga- 
ue her to ynderſtand that he was wuch wore 
obliged vato Almighty God, thea vnto he: : 
and that ſhe ſhould find him readie and diſpoſed 
Alike to receiue good or cuill entertain. nt 
from her. When the Mother faw what litle cttect 
all her plots and deſignes did take , (be would 
nomore contend with bim herſclt ; but recom- 
mended him to bis two fiſters , that they might 
proſecute the enterpriſe, and g1ue their brother 
NO reſt or reſpit , vntall they bad prevailed with 
him to quit the babitotReligion, and abandon 
all thought of it. The two fiſters wanted no 
care or diligence in acquitung, themlclues of 
that charge which their mother had enjoined 
m , and imployed all the attraQivue alluie- 
ments, which in ſuch occaſions the corrupted 


3licftion (or rather paſſion) of ficth and blood 


Sainc Thomas of Aquin, 


Confeſlor and Door. 


can make vſe of. Many a cruell aſſault and bat- 
teric did they wake. But the holy childs breaſt 
reliſted all conſtantly , and remained as firme 
as 4 rock , or wall of ſtecle againit all their 
endeauours and attempts. In ſo much that the 
cider lifter, 1n ſtriving to overcome her bro« 
ther , was overcome by him ; and turſaking all 
pommpe and riches ,and great fortunes offered 
her in marriage, became a Religious woman at 
Santta Maria de Capua ; in which Monaſterie 
ſhe was afterwards made Abbeſſe, and liucd and 
dycd with great example of fanftity and piety; 

But Landutife and ArnolJ,rcturning home 
from the warrs , when they faw their mother 
ſoare affitc@and troubled, their lifters cons 
triſtated, and thr brother Thowas, as they 
intcrpreted it, Rtabborn and obitinat, re(olucd, 
as ſouldiars ofa high ſpirit , to mannage the 
bufines by force and violence. Wherefore attec 
they had reviled him with 1niurious and contus 
melious languaze they feized v4 on his perſon, 
and abuted nw in that rude manner, that they 
tore and rent his religious habit. But nothing 
o. this was able tomake him alter his holy refo- 
lution; tor on the contraty (as tree that is well 
planted raketh deeper rc ote by troſt and itor- 
mes) he grew ſtronger , and more tetlcd in his 
good courſe. Hewas led priſcnner witha ſtrong 
pard to the Caitle of Rocaleca , where they 
afflitcd hum not only by a painiull detention 
ot his bodie, but much more by pernicious aad 
diabolicall meanes , which they vied for to 
woun4 his foule; 'They agree with 4 woman 
new!y married, young and handinme_ but 1:n. 
pudent and taſcimous:they make her greatand 
faire proiſics ,it ſhe would talke with their 
brother alone , and by her ſmoath toung and 
tond dailianccs bring him to-wickednes. This 
is the ingeation ot Sathan, and a Rtratagem of 
ſuch as are poſi. fled by his (piri: 3 who tram- 
pling vader 1cete all reſpect due to God and 
man, and tran{poited with an vabridled paſſi- 
on ; arc not contented to hinder others trom 
doing go00d;vut will become a ginne and a ſnare 
to draw them into miichicte; and a keene twos 
edged tword for to pearceand kill their foules, 
This vile woman then entret2 the chamber, 
where the holy young man was, inteacing to 
be his ruine : ſhe victh all hertricks and deuis 
les, and applieth all the cnyins of hell for to 
oucrithrow the youths copſtancy-., to bercaus 
hin of his heaucnly and inettimable treafure, 
to fati:he her owne luſt , to content the twa 
brothers ihat employed her in a toule butncs, 
ad ſhew them her cunning and power, and 
iafinc to enioy the reward and hire cf her wice 
kednes. But oui Lord, who had alredic cholen 
Thomas to be an example of chattity in his 
Church, did ſo arwe bim with his celcttiail tpi 
rit , that afier he had reprouched chis lewd wo- 
man in tew word: with her injupportable jimpus« 


| dence,and 7 peicciucd that infieed of giving 
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— Our, ſhe redoubled her vnbeſceming geſtures, 
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and became more importune in ſolliciting him, 
he tooke 4 firebrand in his hand , for to expell 
and drive away that other helliſh firebrand that 
was rcadie to burne and conſume him. That 
vilanous demill (for fo 1 may well tile her, who 
pluicd the deuills part , and endeauoured to 
draw that pure and bleficd ſoulc into hell ) fin- 
ding ſo rude entertainment, fled away with all 
ſpeed, andleſt S. Thomas alone, fo frighted and 
{o aſhamed , that he ſeemed to ſuſpe& and ſeare 
every one , cuen himſelf. For purc and chaſt 
ſoules do apprehend no temporalll danger or 
lofle ſo wuch , as they do feare any thing that 


+ may ſtaine or ſoile their virgigall integrity. 


which becauſe it is 4 fingulzr tauour of God, 
and withourt his ſpeciall gr acc%an not be con- 
ſerged and kept by any man:the vertuous youth 
with the ſame firebrand , wherewith he had 
chaſed away the fowle wretch , made a croſle 
ypon the wall ; and caſting bimſclt ypon' his 
knees befoic it , with many teares beſceched 
our Lord to ſhelter him vnder the wings of his 
protettion , as the hen doth her chickins,and 
defendhim from the infernall kite, that was ho- 
uering over for tocatch and make a prey of him, 
And withall he offered ynto his deuine Maicſty 
both ſoule and body, obliging himſclf by vow 
to ſerue him in perpetuall chaſtity all the days 
of his life ; and the better to effe& it, he implo- 
red the tauour and aſſiſtance of the euer bleſſed 
virgin, From the agonie which he endured in 
the combat, or from the ſorrow and reſentment 
ke had of this their vaworthie and baſe 
proceeding,or for that God would by this me- 
anes comfort him, he fell a {leepe , leaning his 
head againſt the wall; and preſently there came 
two Angells from heaven, for to piuc him the 
ioy of his vi&orie, and to aflure him that God 
had heard his prayer; in token wherot he ſent 
him the girdle of perpexuall chaſtity: and with 
that they girt his bodice ſo ſtraight and put him 
to ſo much paine that he cryed out, and there- 
with awakened. His gards came running in, 
fearing that ſome diſaſter had befallen him, and 
althovgh they preſſed him with great inſtance 
to tell them what had made him to cry in that 
manner , he neuer could be brought to tell it 
either to them or to any other bodice , beſides 
his ghoſtly father. But although this bleſſed 
Saint receiued thus from the hand of God the 
pretious guilt of chaſtity : yet it is wondertull 
with what care and circumlpection he wat- 
ched ouer himielf, and how warily he ſhunned 
all occaſions of endangering it,and patticularly 
all familiarity and converſation with women : 
info much that when i ccrtaine Lady asked him 
why he aid fly Yomen fo much ,feetng that he 
was the ſonne of 4 Yoman : he antwered : be= 
cauſe I was born of one , therefore T do sbun 
them all And by this vigilant care he conſcrued 
his vuginity ſointire, that atter his death Friar 
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Reginald, his companion, ynto whom he had 
often made 4 generall confeſſion , did protef 
and take vpon his oath , that he bal paſied 
oxer his Whole life Yith as mach cleannes an be ol 
rity , as any child hath , wkich is but fine Jeares 
01d. Saint Thomas was detained in priſon two 
yeares , perſecuted by his frends, and fauoureq 
by God; forſaken by men , and cheriſhed by 
Angells ; enduring at the hands of his Brothers 
and his owne Mother ( that was 4 woman, a 
Chriſtian, and infinc a mother) that rigor and 
hard viage , which Saints do ordinarily ſuf. 
(cr trom tyrants and enemies of Chriſt.But our 
Lord ,lor whoſe ſake he was perſecuted, gaue 
tim {trength and comfort in his ſvfteriogs, and 
iOy and Courage in his atflitions ; entertaining 
and ſollacing him with prayer,contemplation, 
and ſtudie. And he was now and then viſited 
by friar Iulian , who found ſome ſecret deviſe 
tor to get accetle vato him ,and vnder his clo« 
ake brought vnto him clothes to weare , and 
boocks to reade. But beſides the ſpitituall con: 
ſolation and profite of his ſoule ; it is ſtrange 
ang wonderfull how much, during this time,he 
aduanced in knowlepe and learning: for being 
deſtitute of other Maſter , God tooke him in 
hand to inſtru and teach him 3 and the afflics 
tions which he ſuffered for his love, were at 
admirable diſpoſition for him to profite in thit 
{choole. | 
After he had bin Kept two yeares cloſe 
priſonner, his mother ſecing that his conſtancy 
could not be ſhaken (whether that now ſhe vn 
derſtood it to be 4 worke of God, or elſe that 
ſhe had loſt all hopes of prevailing with hin) 
began to be more calme, and gaue way that his 
two,fiſters vader hand ſhould ſet him at liberty, 
and procure him to be let downe from a wins 
dow of the calitle ; notice being ſecretly giuen 
co the Religious of his order for to be thee 
rc 1n readines to receiue him, They recciued 
him as an Angell ſent them from heaven, and 
having him in their hands, could ſcarcely be- 
licue they had him, for joy. They went priuzs 
tly with him to Naples,where he made his pro- 
teſſion in the teauentienth yeare of his age. 
Soone after,the better to ſecure him; they cani« 
ed him toRome, and from thence to Paris,in the 
companie offather lohn adutchman , General 
of the order, who going for France, wouldby 
all meanes take him along with him. After this 
apaine he wasſent to Collen,4 city in Germs 
nie ; where Albertus Magnus, 4 moſt eminent 
Dodtor of the ſame order , read divinity with 
ſo great fame and reputation of humane and 
deuine knowlege , that he was eſteemed a0 
oracle of wiſdome. Saint Thomas ſtudicd 
ſome yeares vnder him, and there paſſed ouct 
his courſe of divinity, He was very humbls, 
obedicnt, deuout, modeſt, and quiet, He ſhun- 
ncd companie and all vnprofitable diſcourk, 
was much adgi&ed to prayer , and the ref 
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with ſuch ferious thoughts, he was 

ſo rigorous in the obſeruance of filence , that 
he ſpoke not a word: which gaue occafion to 
his ſchool-fellows , who obſcrued him to be 
always filent, and withall big and corpolent, to 
file him t/'e 4umbe oe. For they attributed his 
religious recoiletionand filence to a naturall 
heauines,and want of diſconrſe or vaderitand- 
ing, But when the time came that he was to 
few himſelf in the ordinarie exerciſes of ſchoo- 
|e towit conferences, diſputes and detenſions:he 
ſoone made them alter their opinion and lan- 
wge, for he gaue ſuch admirable prootes of 

a moſt ſharp and quick witt,and profound vn- 
&rftanding , that Albertus, his Maſter, being 
aſtoniſhed at it , ſaid one day : doyox call this 
man the dumbe oxe ? telieue it that if he lime, he 
will bellow Jo lou de , that bis woice shall be heard 
over all the world. Whereby he ſeemeth to 

have propheſied the future greatnes of this his 
dikiple,and the light which his wit and doc- 
trine was to giue to the whole Church. From 
hence forward all began to looke ypon Saint 
Thomas with better eyes, to haue a high cſtee- 

meot his rare talents and abilities ,toreueren- 
ce his vertue and religious behauiour, and to 
ynderſtand that his tupendious knowlege was 
more 3 communication of hcauen,then an ac- 
quiſition of ſtudic : it ſceming tothem impoſſi- 
ble for any human wit , in 1o ſhort a time , to 


he able to attaine to that height of learning ' 


wlichhe had, without 4 moſt particular fauour 
andaſſiſtance of God: for which they did very 
much reſpe& and honour him. But this did no 
wi puff him vp with a conccit of himlelt: 
forthe more he was eſteemed and reucrenced, 
the more did he humble and ſubmitt himfclt 
to every one, although by his pearcing wit 
and cleare inſight into things he vntolded 
and explicated with great facility moſt hard 
and intricat difficultics thar were propoſed 
—_— , Which could not well be felucd by 


_ Having ended his courſe of ſudie vnder 
albertus in Collen , by his and his Superiours 
Otder he returned back to Paris : where he 
tocke the degree of Bachelour in divinity, and 
atoexplicatethe Maſter of ſentences with 
(clarity diſtinion, ſubtility,and facile man- 
derof deliverance, that none yet haue equalled 
tome nere to him. He continued his le&ure 
and Scholaſticail exerciſes, vntill he was made 
or ; which dignity he yndertooke purely 
Jobedience,much againſt his inclination and 
uezeſiceming himſelf vaworthic of that ho- 
nour, and the leaſt fit for it ofany man living. 
He betooke himſelf, as he was accuſtomed to 
n all other affaires, vato prayer : and our 
Lord ,who now would begin todiſcouer the 
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« his time he ſpent in ſtudies , ruminating con- 
tinually and recording in mind whatfocuer he 
1 had read or heard.. And being wholy taken 


| 


treaſures which were incloſed in his Saint ; and 
to place him in his Church. as a burning ta- 
per vpon the candleſtick : did comfort him in 
this ſort. There appeared vnto him in his fleepe 
a venerable old man : who looking graueiy 
and mildly vpon bim aſked him why /e Yept 
ani tooke 8n. Thomas anſwered: t'w a: becauſe 
he "war commanded to be made Dofor, teing not 
fit fur it.To which the old man replycd ; thas be 
should put bis truſt in God, for that he tooke not 
that bonour pon him by bis ow ne Will mor out 
of "Ojo" ; but by the appointment of God, ae» 
clare to him ly lis Superizurs, That obeai= 
ence is the mo? poerfull and efficacious meanes 
wich aKeligions man hathto get grace and fauour 
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with God: he bid him allo take for the text of = 


the ſpcech he was to makeat his commences 
ment thoſe words of the Pſalme 103. Rigans 
montes de ſuperioribus [uis * de fruſu operum 
tuorum ſaliatitur terra. Watering the hills from 
the higher places of them. Of the frait of thy 
Works te earth sball be filled. With this he awa- 
kened, fo animated , and full of comfort and 
ioy; that the day following he made hisa& with 
extraordinarie applaule and admiration of all 
the vniuerſity : and had for concurrent in the 
ſame degree, Saint Bonaventure , of the order 
of Saint Francis, who proceeded Door with 
him, «And from hence forth our Lord did 10is 
ne and vnite together theſe two pillars ot the 
Church , who were to ſupport it by their docs 
trine , edifie it with their example , and defend 
their holy orders from the calumnics and moſt 
malicious flanders, that by mcanes of the ene- 
mics oftruth and Religion, were forged againſt 
them at Paris. tor the two orders of Saint Do- 
minick and Saint Francis, being then new tor 
habit, rule and profeſſion ; ſome Doftors of 
that vniucrſity , whoſe weake and bad eyes 
were dazled andtroublcd with fo greata light, 
writ and-publiſhed ſcandalous boocks againſt 
the Inſtitutes, which thoſe two Patriarks had 
broughttrom heauen,for the go2d of the worlds 
And it was neceſlatie for the hleacing and cons 
tuting the authors of that impiety , that Saint 
Thomas and Saint Bonauenture ſhould oppoſe 
and encounter them , and like g00d childrerh 
defend and vindicate their Parents and Religi- 
ous orders, Our Saint Thomas performed this 
taske very vigeroully , and witha devine and 
protound wiſdome , as may be ſcen in the treas 
ule which be compoſed ot that ſubicR; but the 
boocks of thole DoKors together with their 
authors were condemned by the Sea Apoſto- 
lick : truth getting the vpper hand; and the Re= 
liglous triumphing ouer their enemies by a fig= 
nall vi&oric :and although in this dangerous 
war there were many ſtifte and ſoate conflits; 
wherein the enemies did great wrong and tnas 
ny iniuries tothe ſeruantsof our Lord; Almighs 
ty God permitted it all ; for to ſet forth in 3 


cleare light the malice &f the 6Ak z avid Pakeate, 


202 


To 


ofthe orders, and that glorie might be giuen to 
him who made them conquerors and viftorious. 


M4RCH This was the occaſionof the great frendſhip and 


intiwate familiarity between Saint Thomas 
and Saint Bonaventute , who reſembled much 
one the other in ſanfity, learning, ſpirit , and 
zeale of Chriſts glorie , and were true compa=- 
nions and collegues in maintaing it , ſo that 
there paſſed frequent viſits between rhem, and 
as moſt loving and. deare Brothers they com- 
ry unicated all their deſigns and affairgggtoge= 
ther. One day S. Thowas going to ®-:.. 


Bonaventure , found that he was buſicin wri- 


ting the lite of Saint Francis ; and for feare of 
\ diſturbing him, returned back without ſecing 
him ; ſaying /et ws permit one Saint to take pai- 
nes for an other. For hisfanCtity gave Iimlight 
to diſcover the ſanity of Saint Bonauenture, 
and the ſeruice whichys' don to Almighty God 
by writing Saints liues,, that others may imi- 
tate them , as did Saint Bonaucnture by wri- 
ting the life of his holy Father Saint Francis, 
Saint Thomas rcad in the ichooles many 
yeares at Paris, and afterwardsat Bolonia,Ro- 
me, and Naples, ſpreading forth the rays of his 
light anddoatine by his tongue in vaiverfiti- 
cs, and by his pen through the whole world. 
For his luſter eclipſed the moſt learned men of 
that age,cuen as the ſun dothobſcure withits 
light the twinckling of the ſtars. And the ſci- 
ence of this Saint it ſo cleare, bright, ſouerance 
anddeuine, that all the prime and greateſt witts 
do admireit, and the. more exccllent they are, 
the more they eſteeme it. There is nothing ſo 
hard in divinity or Philoſophy, which he ma- 
keth not eafic ; nothing ſo obſcure, which he 
iveth not light vnto ; nothing ſo hidden and 
Fecre te; which he dilcoucreth not. For he hand- 
lcth things withthat preciſe brevity , that each 
word is a icntence: and in few lines giveth the 
ſubſtance of what other Do&ors hauc written 
at large ,and this ſoclere, diſtin, difpoſed and 
knitt rogether,conneQing all ſo admirably, that 
his dodrine ſeemeth like vnto the corporall 
lizhe, by which wefce -and penetrat things ; 
and is withall ſo folide, ſound, and (ccure,thar 
there is nothing to ſeare , nothing to ſtop or 
Rumbie at, But, what they ſay of the vaicorn, 
tbat where he dips his horn and dcinketh;the 
reſt otthe beaſts drink ſecurely atter him , wi- 
thout feare of poilon ; even 1othe' fountaines 
of this holy-Doctor are molt pure and cleane ; 
and his doarine 1o ſccure and approucd, thatit 
i a ſoucrane treaclc againſt the venim of here- 
fics, whereby they are all conuinced. For there 
can ſpring vp no herche , which is not cafily 
contuted and confounded by the irrefragable 
grounds and principles of hisdoQrine, Whence 
it cormeth that the hereticks of our time do 
much inveigh againſt it and abhorre it, for it 
is the ſword that cuts and kills therz ; and all 
erue Catholicks do highly extolland puaiſc it, | 
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asa pillar and vnpregnable rock oftheChurchy 
and give vnto Saint Thomas all the titles of 
honour , and glorious elogium's that theycan 
think of, although they can not commend and 
praiſe him ſufficiently. They tile him the flop. 
er of dtuinity , the ornament of Philoſophy , the 
delight of great witts , the temple of Religin 
the pallace of the Church , the Angelicall Dom 


bereticks, the light of ſchooles , 4 man taught b 
Goa, and Who drunk at the very fountaine of tj. 
winty , the moſt learned Dotor amongſt tht 
Saints , and the moſt holy Saint among |} th 
Do#tors. And finally it is commonly faie 
that he who delights in reading Saint Thomar 
may perſume 10 baue made no ſmall profit in th 
arning. And not only priuate and particulx 
men do thus qnalihe Saint Thomas and his 
do&rine ; but vniverſities alſo : amongſt which 
that of Paris, together with the Biſhop, deane, 
and chapter of that Church , and Archbiſh 

of Vienna , giuingitheir opinion of Saint Tho. 
was his dodrine , fpcake thus ofhim, thatbviy 
the dearelight of the wunierſall Church the wint 
pearle of Church men , fountaine of the Dif, 
ſpotleſſe mirrour of that wniuerſity , 4 bright 
shining light placed wpon the tondlefiich, b 


by the ſchooles of ſound dotfrine haue bin enlight 


repute, and polisbt learning, like @ refulgent ſia; 
and like to the dawning of the day , Who nun 
taught nor Writ any thing contrary to aithorgs 
od life. But pc teſtimonie which Popes and 
the Sea Apoltolick , which is the miſtrils df 
truth, giueth Saint Thomas, is far more cons 
liderable. Pope Innocent the fixt in 2 ſermon 
vpon the prailes of St. Thomas,ſpeaketh thu 
The dotirine of this Dofor aboue all others (i, 


anmirable expreſſion , @ pure and ſincere vent) 
in his ſentences,in (uch 4 manner, that whaſoeut 
do follow him , can newer be ſtraying from it 
rizht and ſure Yay;and whoſoeuer oppugnethbin, 
15 altvays ſuſpefed to be fearuing from the tiwth, 
Urban the ttth commandeth that Saint Thoms 
his dofrine be followed as true and C atbolick 
lohn the two and twentith , who canoni 

him , ſaid that for bim to be canonixed there Vi 
n0 neede of miracles , for that as many que 
as he had treated,ſo many miracles bad he wroght 
Diuetle other Popes haue given him extraords- 
narie praiſes. And infine Pope Pius the fitt 
a bull of the ſecond of Aprill in the yeare Ont 
thouſand five hundred ſixty ſeauen,'and fc 
of his Popedome , commanding the feaſt of 
Themas to be kept as ſolemnly as the fealts 0 
the toure Doors of the Church, faith : ## 
this boly door bath enlightned the Churh 
extingnishins an infinity of bereſies ; and thi 


ſuch hereſies as haue ſprung wp fance his canon 


5,at;on haue bin d:ſcouered ty the light and =_ 


the held of the Catholich faith, the Jeourge of 


which all that enter by diuerſe Ways of life, ani 


ned : 2 man of great purity of life , of dls Þ 


fedes Canonicall) bath 4 propriety of vords, a | 
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tytyne by the force of bis 4ofrine.which is proued 
to be true by the authority which the Counci'l 


cp of Florence vnder Eugenivus the torth, an] the 


Councill of Trent haue giuen to Samt Thomas 


tis do&rine , following it in their Canons and 


definitions. 
S.Thomas arriued to this great and devine 


.kmowlege both by the naturall ſtrength and 


livelines of his wit, fo quick and ſharp that he 


«never read any thing wh.ch he did not vnderi- 


tand, aud memorie foexcellent . that he forgot 
nothing which he thought worth ke« ping, and 
a moſt mature , ſolid and tett)Jed judginent ; as 
alſo by a continuall and attentive 1cading of 
all the. holy tathers, and ferious confſeruing 
and pondering of them,and a wolt earneſt and 
diligent ſtuctc to coileRt and gather all their 
ſentences , as an induſtrious bee doth the flow- 
ers 0: the field , tor to fill his hive, and give 
tothe holy Church wax and hight to be illu- 
minated ,and ſweet hony to be ted and c'ic- 
riſhed withall. But certaine it is that all this 
would not haue bin ſufficient to make vp ſuch 
imaſſe of knowlepe, ſo 1ich and abounding wi- 
thout greater help and more then ordinary 
fauour of our Lord , who did tupernaturally 
illuſtrate that pure ſoule ot hisſeruant , quc- 
kenand fortify the cyes othis vnderitanding tor 
to keand penetrate thoſe devine myſteries, and 
comprehend ſuch a variety and multitude ot 
mattersdiffe rent among themſclues. And the 5 
conteſſed to Friar Reginald that what he kacew, 
came vnto him more by prayer then by ſtudic. 
For he prayed as if he had ]iucd by praycr,and 
yet ſtudied asit he had don nothing elte. And he 
vas ſoabſorpt inGod that his prayer and itudic 
poing hand in hand did wonde1tully helpe'and 
tuther one the other, Prayer gauc lig”t' to his 
vaderſtanding , the better to comprehend what 
he ſtudied, and ſtudic awakened his affection, 
thathemight more cloſely vnite himſelitoG 9, 
and enioy hus ſweete embracements. he n« uer 
{ethim(elt to write diſpute, read, argue, or an- 
wer, but firſt he tell to prayer, And prayer was 
ſo familar to him ; that he ordinarily ſpent 
therein whole nights , excepting ſome ſmale 
parcell of time, which for to ſatisfy weake na- 
ure, he was conſtrained to afford to corporal! 
reſt. He had ſometimes three or foure ſcribes 
whom at the ſame time he ditated molt 
different and profound matters , which are yet 
to be ſeen in his boocks. And it was vſuall 


vith him , whilſt he was writing , to be in pra- - 


Jer. He would be anſwering to a queſtion, and 
ainly ſtop , as hawing his mind inſcaſibly 
Uanſported into God; cuen fitting at table he 
Vs ordinarily in prayer. He ſaid Maſſe cucry 
Gay (voleſie he were hindered by icknes) and 
eard an other Maſſe , and commonly ſerued 
© Prieſt : and when he could not celebratc 
nſclt, he heard two Maſles entirely.And in 
this deuine and admirable ſacrifice he found 


ſtrange confolation,and his hatt even melted 


and quite rauiſhed witha profound contempla- 
tion and admiration of the meffable myſteries, 
which he difconered in that holy of holies, 
which were ſo great, that whereas Saint Tho« 
mas 10 explication of other matters goeth be- 
yond all Do@ors ; whcn he cometh to treat 
of this moſt devine Sacrament and admirable 
Sacrihee, he doth ſurpaſſe himlelf,as appeareth 
in his writings , and in the office, which by 
commandment of Pope Urban the forth, he 
compoled ior the tealt of the blefled Sacrament. 
Once, as there was treated at Paris in the vai« 
verſity, 2 hard and difficult queition about the 
accident; ot bread and witie, which do remaine 
viſible after the conuerſion of their tubſtance 
into the bodie and blood of Chriſt , and ate 
called Sacramentall Species;Saint Thomas(vnto 
whom all the reſt remitted the deciding of the 
controuerhic ) writ his opinion in 4 paper, 
which he placed vpon the Altar , and then 
with eyesand hart fixed vpon the crucifix, be- 
{ceched our Lord , that if what he had written 
there , were true,he would be pleaſed to giue 
him the grace for to declare it , otherwiſe that 
he would ſtop and diuert him from it. And as 
he was iti the greateſt heat and teruour of his 
prayer, Icſus Chritt appearing viſibly vpon the 
Altar, ſpoke thus viito bim : you /aue Written 
well of me Thomas The Saint continued hig 
prayer being pioltrate vpon the ground , and 
preſently hs bodie was eleuat:d vp in the aire, 
and continued fo for a long while inthe pre- 
(ence of divers Religious of his Monaſterie. 
An other time whillt he was compoting the 
office , which the Church victh on the folemsy 
aity ot Corpus Chriſti being inthecity of Or- 
vette, a Ctucihx ſpoke vato him in hike mans 
ner , an\{ is to this day called Saint Thomas bis 
Crucfix, The lame tauour was don him allo at 
Naples , when he was writing the third part 
ot his ſumme * for hauing made his recourſe 
vatoGod (as his cuſtome was in all his doubts 
and difficulties, even as 4 good child addieſſerh 
himſclf to his moſt louing father ) one night as 
he was praying in the chappell of Saint Nico«_ 
las ; he was rapt and raiſcda fadome from the 
ground, and the crucifix, which ſtood ypon the 
Altar , ſpoke vato him with 2 loude and intel- 
ligible voice : Thomas thou haſt vriten well of 
me. What wilt thou that Þ gine thee for thy pai= 
nes? and he anſwered ſober] : Lord, F will baue 
no other revard then yourſelf.For indeed all the 
reſt , without God ; is as good as nothing : 
and he alone isall-ſufficicat , and 2 perk&and 
tull recompenſe of our ſcruice. As he was wri= 
ting his commentaries vpon Sint Paul, which 
1s an admirable work , he tound difficulty to 
vnderſtand 4 certaine paſlage of the Apoltle, 
who isan abyſle of knowlege. But aiter he bad 


| commended the matter to God1n prayer accor- 
Lee diog 


away : for in time of it he was bathed in teares, 
1 
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ding to his wonted cuſtome , he was ſo filled 


7- waithapure and clearc light, that all his doubts 


MARCH yaniſhed and with great tacility he interpreted 


the moſt obſcure places. An other time whilſt 
he was commenting vpon the Prophet Eſay,he 


| light vpon adarkand hidden myſterie , which 


graueled him much;wherevpon he faſted many 

days, and multiplied prayers to our Lord,that 

he would pleaſe to giue him light forto vnder- 
and it ; and as he was one night in prayer, 

there appeared vnto him the holy Apoltles St. 
Peter and Saiht Paul, who vnfolded the myſterie 
vnto him,preſently he calls vp his companion 
who was in his bed , and defired kim to note 

downe that expoſition in his papers which he 

had writen vpon Eſay. And Friar Reginald, 

who had over heard ſome ſpeaking to the Saint 

whilſt he was praying; contured him to tell him, 
whom he had diſcourſed with: and Saint Tho- 
mas with great obligation of ſecrehte confeſſed 

that they were the Princes of the Apoſtles. He 
had his vocall prayers for all purpoſes ; for to 
prepare him to holy Maſle,and after Maſle for 
to giue thanks to our Lord ; before he applyed 

himſelf to tudie, to write ; and (o fot all other 
excreiſes and employments, In hearing of 
Maſſe, at the elevation of the lacred Holt, he 
vicd thele words:T# Rex gloriaChriſte etcatera 

When it thundered or lightned ( whereof he 
had naturally a great feate) he ſaid Terbum 
caro fafium ef. He honored very much the 
holy Relicks of Saints,and carried alwaysabout 
him 2 Relick of the bleſſed Saint Agnes, whe- 
rewith once he cured his companion , Friar 

Reginald , that was very ſick of A feauer. He 
had 2 'moſt ſpeciall deuotion to the blefled 
virgin Mother of God , continually imploring 
her aſſitiance ; and begging of her that ſhe 
would be his aduocate to herſonne in what- 
focuer he demanded of him.: and ſome days 
before his death he ſaid that he had never 

asked any thing of our Lord by her interceſſi- 

on, which was not granted him. And once 

this glorious queen did him the fauour toappe- 
are vnto him. 

He was wont to demand three things of 
Almighty God with great inſtance: the firſt 
was force to ſerue him without ever relenting 
in that firſt primitive feruor , wherewith he 
had vndertaken his ſeruice. The {econd , 
that he would be pleaſed to-keepe him al- 
ways in the humble and poore condition of 
a Religious ſtate , which he had made pro- 
feffion of. and the third was, that he would 
reucale vnto him what ſtate his brother Arnold 
was in, whom the Emperonr Conrade had put 
to death, becaule he {tuck to the party of the 
Church.All which three things our Lord gran- 
ted him in ample manner. For he gaue him 

race to perſcucr in his ſeruice yatill death in 
is Religious order, with yu lanQtity ; and he 
xcucaled ynto him ina vi 


was in the'ſtate of ſaluation : our lord recom: 
penſing the death which he was put vato for 
his ſeruice and for the defence of the Church, ! 
His fiſter , that had taken a Religious courſe 
appeared once vnto him whilſt he was prayin 
and told him thar ſhe was in Purpatorie , de. 
manding the aſſiſtance of his ſacrifices and + 
ther prayers. The Saint was very casefull tg 
belpe her with Maſſes taſtings, prayers, both by 
bimſclt and by other Religious men. And fey 
days atter,ſhe appeared againe for to thank hin 
tor the benefite he had procured vato her , for 
that ſhe was now in glory. St. Thomas asked 
her,of the conditinn of his twoBrothers,and of 
his owne ſtate, whether it Yere good in the freſenu 
of God. She anſwered chat their Brother Lan- 
dnife was in Fargatorie, and «Arnold WA5 atref, 
and that for what concerned him{(elf, he vas in the 
grace of God , ani that sbortly they sheuld all of 
them meete together, tut be zhould te far hight 
zn glory for his good ſeruice and paines taken fa 
the Church. Moreouer at an other hehe he 
| was one night praying in the Church of his 
Conuentat Naples , Friar Romanus, who ſuc- 
ceeded himin the chaire of divinity in France, 
| being lately deceaſcd, appeared vnto him, Saint 
Thomas bauing vnderſtood yet nothing ofhis 
| death; aſter that he knew him , and was told by 
himthat he was departed out of this world, ke 
| inquired of him, whether his ſeruices were acc 
| Fable ynto God, and if be Yeere in the flate of 6 
ce. Romanus bid him, go 02 and per/encr in thi 
ſtate he was in , for it was very good, and Gul | 
was well preaſed With it. Then Saint Thomas 
| asked Romanus how all things went with bin, 

| and where be vas. To whom he replyed that be 
vas now in heauen ; but had bin fifteen da it 
Purgatorie for a neglef which be bad committed 
in the execution of the Bishop of Þ aris bis vill 
in 4 matter which ouzht to haue tin performel 
out of hand , and Was Ceiayed by bis faxlt. Some 
other things did Saint Thomas aske hin 
and was fatisfied in them all , after which Ko 
manus vaniſhed, leaving him in great comboit 
and conſolation. For when God will reveal 
ſome ſecrets vnto his ſeruants, he yſeth firſt o 


| giue them a defire , and moueth them by i 


holy inſpirations for to demand them of hin 
giving them an aſſured confidence of obtaitin 
what they aske : vpon which ground they wi 
ke ſecurely , which they could not do, if thit 
deuine motion were wanting, and if through 
a vane curioſity they did pretend to knoy the 
ſecret iudgments of oar Lord, and the ſtate 
ſoules departed out of this life: as many times 
It talleth out, 

The bleſſed man was fo tranſported intic 
| affaires which he was treating , as if his bodi 
; were only ypon carth, and his foule in heauen, 
ſuch was the torce ofmeditation and contin 
contemplation of things which he was reuolv- 


10Q that his Brother | 


ing in his mind. And hc wasoftca thus ay 
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and as it were out of himſelf eucn in' the pre- 
" ſence of Archbiſhops , Cardinalls , and great 
Rica Prelats , 0ot being able to recall himfelt , nor 


toattend to any other thing. When he was wri- 
ting againſt the hereſic of the Manicheans , his 
mind was ſo poſleſicd with that ſubic& , that 
ſitting at the table of Saint Lewis King of 
France (who for the great reſpe& he bore Saint 
Thomas and his order ; would do him that fa- 
your and honour ) litle minding what he was 
doing , or where he was ; he clapped his 
hand vpon the bord , and cryed out : Fi 
am /ure that the beretick, will newer be alle to 
anſwer this argument. The Prior that was with 
him pulling bum by the ſlceue bid him ,betbink 
Himſelf that he Was at the Kings, table : where- 
ypon the {eruant of God comming to bimlelt 
25 it were out of an extafie, demanded pardon 
of his Maieſty. And the good king vnderſtan- 
ding the matter commanded ſtraight a fecreta- 
tie to be called tor to write downe the argu- 
ment and convincing reaſon, which had oc- 
curcedthen to'the Saint, and eucr after eſteemed 
2nd reverenced him the more. Sometimes he 
was rapt ſothat he loſt all feeling,and ſeemed 
to be rather 4 ſtatue then I huing man. For 
when he was writing the boocks ot the bleſſed 
Trinity he chanced to burn his hand with a 
candle ,and felt it not :and (which is yet more 
ſrnoge) hecould put himſelf into thele rapts 
and exitafics when he pleaſed. For when the 
ſurgeon was to apply fire to his leg for tomake 
an iſſue ; before the operation he tet himlelt 
vato prayer, wherein be was preſently ſo clc- 
wted ; that he neither ſaw the ſurgeon ; nor 
felt the burnitig or incifion ; nor eucn moued 
his leg, no mbre then it 1t had not belonged 
vato him. Which cffe&s hd ſpring from the 
ich and ſublime contemplation of the Saint, 
but chiefly irom the bounty of our Lotd;who 
did admirably intertaine_ and feaſt his ſou- 
&; iluminatiog it with heavenly light ; and 
indaming it with that deuine fire, which burns 
but contrimes not. 5 
| From the ſame fource did flow that pro- 
found humility of this molt learned Door, 
which was (o rare ;that he gaue thanksto God, 
that in all the days of his life he never tooke 
 uch vane complacence as could mount to 
be Xin. But 1 wonder not at it ; that he who 
Va3(0 repleniſhed with 4 heauecnly , foucrain 
add cleare light ; ſhould dilcouer in himſelt 
What was his owne, and what was of God;for 
topive God all the glorie , and keepe td himſelf 
tnlufion. The more reſpected and reuercnced 
Was by euery one, the more did he humble 
and abaſe himſclt , preterring himlelt before 
none, but eſtceming hus placeto be atthe feete 
df all. He could ncuer be brought to accept 
A the Archbiſhoprick of Naples nor of other 
norable preterments , which were offered 


by the Sea Apoſtolick, for he held himſelf 


to be vaworthie of them. And he ſaid that be 
eſteemed more one boocke of Saint Chryſoſtomes 
bomilies, then to be Lord of Paris. He pretided 
once at an A ofa certaine Friar that was ouer 
bold and indifcreet, and who for to make of- 
tentation of his writt , would defend opinions 
contraric to what the holy Do@or had read 
and taught ( For in holy communitys it doth 
lometimes happen thar ſome will be extraua- 
gant ) and although this was looked vpon as 
d publick contempt and atfront don to his M..- 
ſer; and ſuch a Maſter : yet the Saint let him 
go on , and did not once open his mouth to 
contradif or check him , cdifying that great 
Aſſembly by his humility more then he bad 
don by his learning. And yet, tor thatthe opi- 
0100s were falle and erroneous, leaſt by his fi- 
leace he might ſeeme to authorize them, the 
next day very modeſtly, but with ſtrong and 
conuincing reaſons, he made his ſchollar recant 
his errors, and confeſle his ignorance: He was 
preaching once at Paris in 4 Church , in the 


time of that great petſecution; which was rai-' 


ſed againſt the holy orders of Saint Dominick 
and S. Francis ; when the Beedle ot the vniuer- 
lity, by name Gillot , entereth in, and before 
the whole Auditory moſt impudently bids him 
give over and hold his peace. The poeple be- 
gan to bein 4 miutiny:, and would hauc layd 
bands vpon that inſolenit fellow : but the Saint 
moſt meekly and humbly defiring them to haue 
paticnce , cauie downe trom the pulpit without 
any complaint or figne of dilguit ; but with an 
admirable example of patience , humility and 
tweetnes, An othet time as he was walking in 
the Cloiiter of the Conuent at Bolonia, there 
came vnto hima Friar, who being I ſtranger 
knew him not ; and told him that the Prior 
commanded him to be his companion into the 
towne about ſome bufines, for the Priot had bid 
him take tor companion the firſt mani he met 
about the houſe , that was not otherwiſe inte 
ploicd : the Saint was moſt readie, and without 
any other anſwer preſently tooke his ſctip on 
his ſhaulder ( which was a pouch , in which 
they put the almes that was giuen them , and 
with which they always went abroad) and fol- 
lowed the Friar. But by reaton of his loare leg, 
could not hoid equall pace with hint;zin ſo much 
that he was much put to it , and with great 
paine aad difficulty laboured to keepe  hins 


| companie;vatill lome poeple ot quality eſpying 
\ the Friar poiting on fo fait and calling vpon his 


companion tor to mend his pace, were troubled 
and cuen aſhamed ot it and deftred him' to beare 


 morereſpet# unto Thomas of Aquine ; then the 


triar percciued his miſtake , and tooke notice 
of him ,whom before he knew not , and ad- 
miring his great humility, fell at his fecte, and 
demanded him pardon. ButS. Thomas hitting! 


| him'vp, and ſauliag vpon hin ſaid that be ſaw 


no fault in bim, for which be Was to aike pare 
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don ; fince he wore 4 habit ſutable to the wallet be 
bad upon bis sboulders : an that the ſubſtance of 
4 Religious life conſiſted in obedience bereby man 
ſubieBeth bimjelf wnto men tor the tyue of God 
Once when he was reading at table , whillt 
the Religious were at dinner; he;whoſe office 
it was to giuethe Repete , correfted him for an 
accent: and the Saint , although he kacw well 
that he had read right , and that the Correftor 
was miſtaken , preſently repeated the word, in 
which he was correfted , and changed the ac- 
cent. And afterwards when ſome asked hin 
why he wonld do ſo, he anſwered : that.zt 15 bztte 
matter whether 4 ſyllable be pronounced long or 
Short :bat it importeth wery much to be humble ana 
obedient. From this humility 1t proceeded that 
he read ſo often and with lo great atten!10n the 
conferences of the holytathers wricen by Cal- 
fian, imitating herein his holy Father Saint Do- 
minick , and making vie of what he read there 
for his ſpiritual! profit as Careiully as anyNouice 
can do. From the ſame tountaine likewiſe did 
ſpring the good opinion he had of all men, ne- 
ver believing any cuill , or judging hardly of 
any body. For an humble ſoule being always 
recolleted within itſelf, begins andends inthe 
knowlege of it ſelf, and fearcth none but itſelf, 
being ſecure and copfident of others.Thisis the 
vertue which ſhineth admirably in his writings, 
wherein he treateth with ſingular reſpe& and re- 
uerence other holy DoRors of the Church, with 
rare modeſty honoring their dofrine as it the 
were his Maſters, ye aan, and ſetting fort 
by a handſome and cleare explication what may 
ſceme obſcure or doubtfull in them ; and if fo- 
metimes he is forced to be of a contrarie opi- 
nion, for that theirs is not generally receiued by 
thcChurch,he departes from them in ſuch hum- 
ble and modeſt termes_ that a man may clearly 
ſee that & heavenly ſpirit guided his pen, and 
that he reuerenced the holy Fathers, who haue 
taught vs, as -Angells , although they haue in 
ſome things bin ouerſcen as men : our Lord 
permitting it to be ſo, that we ſhould acknow- 
lege his guifts, and know that whatſocuer is 
ſute and certaine , commeth only from him. Al- 
though no man can juſtly wonder that Saint 
Thomas vſcth fo great reſpe& towards Saints 
and holy Do&ors; if he confidereth how he 
doth vſe euen the very hereticks ; cxplicating 
moſt ſublimely the Catholick truth and con- 
futing with ſtrong realons and powertull ar- 
gumcnts their errors, without taunts or biting 
words againſt them that taught them, 

Now for his charity , his loue of God, 
and deſire of gaining ſoules, it can not cafily 
be expreſſed in words , nor ſcarcely com- 
prchended, The infigit paines he tooke in rea- 
ding , teaching, writing and inſtrufting the 
world with the light of his doftrine , during 
thoſe few ycaresthat he liued, what were they 
but liucly flames, flying out from that pure fire 


——  — 


of loue, which was lodged in his ſacred bj: 
aſt; as was likewiſe the great care he had to 
preach the word of God to the poeple ; and 
the manner which he vſed inpreaching it. Fox 
this moſt prudent DoKor, not contenting hm 
ſelf to teach in ſchooles, to write day and niphe 
ſuch a multitude of boocks, which he hath ef 
vnto vs: and to anſwer all doubts and queſt. 
ons , which from cuery part were brought 
vnto him , as to the greateſt devine ang 
common Oracle : imployed himſcltalloin pre. 
aching the Goſpell like a true Apoſtle,orderin 
his termons not to the oſtentation ofhus im 
comparable ſcience , of to gaine the applauſe 
of his auditors; butto moue mens harts to the 
holy feare and loue of God, to the contempt 
of temporall , and defire of eternall things, He 
preached not in a high and loftic ſtile, nor yſcd 
quaint, far-fetcht words , but plaine and ordi 
naric : he told them no vane ſtories or curioy 
lecrets to delight their mind, but ſolid and ſound 
truths to perſwade their will , always temper 
ing the ſtrength of his witt and dodrine to the 
Capacity and neceſlity of his Auditorie. By 
which meanes together with the rare example 
of his vertuous lite , he gained many , whon 
he brought to do pennance, to lament bitterly 
and bewaile their finns ,to amend their lives, 
and to ſerue ourLord with greater fidelity. He 
had great compaſſion and commileration othis 
neighbours , and wept in their miſeries : he 
ſtripped himſelt far to clothe the poore ,and 
could not endure to be well clad , when he 
beheld poore poeple naked. He embraced with 
all ioy and ſweetnes all afflited and diſtreſſed 
perſons, who addrefiedthemfelues vnto hin; 
and omitted no means for to comfortthem, 
And diucrſc by onely ſcing him or ſpeaking 
with him telt{o great conſolation in their ſous 
le , that all the pleaſures of the earth couldnot 
afford the like. Inficie he was ſo perfe& andemi- 
nentin all vertues that Pope Clement the fith 
giueth him this commendation in a ſermon. 
The bleſged Saint Thomas was 4 pattern of wt 
tues. All the. ſences and parts of his body wat 
manifeſt examples of them, Simplicity was ſets 
in his eyes, benignity in bis face, bumility in tit 
cares , ſobriety in his taſt , verity in his tongue, 
Juauity in bis ſmell , integrity in his feeling li 
berality in his bands, grauity in his gate , hontſy 
in his comportment , mercy in his bowells , clait) 
in his underſtaniing , piety in bis affeFions ſu 
ity im his mind, charity in his hart , in ſo mub 
that all the grace aad beauty of has boty var d 
pourtrait of bus ſoule, and image of wertue, We 
may ſce by the words of this ſoueraine Prelit 
the ornaments of this Saints ſoule ; and hov 
pleafing it was to God, how admirable in the 
eyes of men, and how dreadfull to the devils, 
who did cruclly perſecute him all his life long, 
and appeare vnto him in ſcucrall vgly andhot 
tible ſhapes, whereas he againſt all their aſſzw!s 
28-4 i © * oppo 
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at themto flight ; and ſometimeg with his ve- 
voice would make them, like poore miſera- 


le wretches as they are , to be quite confoun- 


&d ; ſo great was his authority ouer them as 


 oner [laues. 


With theſe ſo many and heroicall vertues 
4;d Saint Thomas ſhine, when it pleaſed God 
{0 vive him the reward of his glorious labours 
and ſufferings, to recompenſe his high deſerts, 
and crowne thoſe maruellous guifts , where- 
with he had enriched him. He happened to be 
n 3 houſe of his Siſters with friar Reginald 
and ſome others of his order. And he fell into ſo 
ſtrange an extaſie , that his ſiſter and his com- 

anions were much affrighted at it, He remai- 
ned in that ſtate \almoſt three days, vanll by 
maine force they brought him againe to him- 
{elf: but he awakened with moſt ſtrange and 
pittifull Fighs , becauſe what was there reuea- 
led vnto him was ſo devine, that all that he 
knew before, ſeemed vnto him to be ina man- 

ner nothing in reſpe& of it. And he wanted 
nothing but time for to ſet it downe and pu» 
bliſhit, He told Friar Reginald then in ſecret, 
that he was to dy Joone,as it fell out. For being 

commanded to go to the Geneiall Councill , 

which Pope Gregorie the tenth aſſembled at 

Lyons in France ;in obedience to his holines 

he departed from Naples , and arriving at the 

houſe ofa certaine Lady , 2 neece of his , he fell 
ſick, being ſeized ypon with a great weaknes, 
andſucha loathing of meate that he had quite 
loſt his appetite. Yet he had 4 fancy that he 
could eate 4 Kind of ſprat or hering, frequent 
enough at Paris, but not to be found in Italy. 

The infirmarian that tended him ( more to 

= with his inclination, then for any ho- 

pes he had of getting what he defired ) went 

tothe market ,and the firſt man he met there 

vs 2 poore fiſherman with 2 basket full of 

quite lifcrent fiſh, yet looking into his pan- 
nier, he found that all were turned into thoſe 
beriogs, which Saint Thomas had 4 liking vnto, 
Butthe humble and gratetull Saint, when they 
vere brought vato Pim , vaderſtanding that 
Godhad wroght a miracle for his ſake , ceaſed 
not to thank and praiſe him for it, but withall 
did forbeare to taſt of the fiſh» which he had 
ſo much defired , making ofthem the like fa- 
clice vnto our Lord, as King Danid had of- 
kredof the water that was brought him from 
the ciſtern of Bethlecm, As ſoone as he grew 
tobe 2 litle better , he went forward in his 
lourney though with much paine , and came 
to2 Convent of Bernardins called Foſla noua, 
deere to Piperno and Terracina, There his di- 
leaſe increaſed: but he was ſo carefully atten- 
ded and ſerved by the good Religious, thatthey 
yould permit none other then themſelues to 
cut downe wood and bring it from the hills to 


bis chamber, ſo great reſpe& andloue they bore 
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oppoſed only the ſigne of the crofle , and fo | 


that his long-defired houre did approach,whi 


the fifrith yeare ot his age. 
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was to put a terme to his labours and be a be- 
ginning of a happie lite ; after he had made his 
Conteſhon, he demanded the moſt bleſſed Sa- 
crament of the Euchariſt , which he receiued 
with admirable deuotion ;and then proſtrate 
with 4 profound reuerence and humility , he 
begged of our Lord, whom he beheld preſent 
before his eyes; that he would be pleaſed to acs 
cept for 4 gratefull fernice , what be bad writen 
of bim and for bim ; if it were the truth ; and if in 
any thing he had bin mi/f#aken or ouerſeen ,that 
be would pardon his ignorance : for that bis in= 
tention Was, neuer to g0 againſt bis Will; and that 
he did lay at bis feete Whatſoener be bad written 
or taught, ſubmitting all to the cenſure of the boly 
Roman Church ; in Whoſe obedicnce he ba always 
liued, and vas reſolued to dy. Then he receiued 
the Sacrament of extreme vation and his neece 
ſending vnto him to know it he wagted any 
thing, he anfwered : 20 , #0t now.: For within 
this litle POINTY haue all xithout vant of any 
thing. Infine having thanked the good fathers 
fortheir great charity and Kindnes towards 
him ; and demanded thera pardon for the troue 
ble be had put them to, lying fick among them, 
hauing alſo recommended vnto them to lows 
each other , as children that haue God for their 
ather; and to belpe and to ſerue 0# an other itl 
God and for God,he tixed his eyes ypon heauenz 
ioincd his hands , and with aſmiling counte« 
nance,without other change, gaue vp his foule 
to God, onthe ſeauenth of March, at the houre 
of Matines ; in the yearc otour Lord onethou- 
ſand two hundred ſeauenty toure, cntring into 


Threenights before his departure there aps 
pearedanew and reſplendent itar ouer the Moe 
naſteric of Folla noua , which vaniſhed at the 
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him. And therefore they brought vnto him | 
what was requiſite vpon their ſhoulders; not 
thinking it any ways fit to imploy and make yaxcit 
vſe of beaſts for the ſeruice of aman that was 
ſo holy and adorned with all vertues; as it is 
recorded in the Pops bull of his canonizations 
As he entred into the Monaſtetic ; he vaderſ- 
tood that he was to lay downe this mortall 
body there , and therefore pronounced that 
verſ of the Pſalme : hic requies mea in ſeculund 
ſeculi, Here hall be my reſt for ener. The fathers 
were very earneſt with him tor to explicate 
vnto them the boock of canticles , as Saint 
Bernard had don at Claravallis and the holy 
Dottor anſwered them : give me the ſpirit of 
Saint Bernard , and it will be 4 pleaſure wnto 
me to explicate the canticles ns did Saiut Ber- 
aard.Notwithſtanding for that they were very 
importune with hit, be being of a moſt ſweete 
and condeſcending humour , yeelded to theit 
requeſt and devotion, vatill comming to the 
fixt chapter of the canticles he was forced to 
ſtopp,and could gono further. And perceiving 
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' Saint Thomas of Aquin, Confeſſor andiDodor, 


very inſtant that he deceaſed. A litle before the 
Saint dyed, a Monke of the conuent,who was 
praying in the Church, fell a (leepe,jandin a 
dreame ſaw 4 ſtar deſcending from heauen 
vpon the Monafterie , which 1oined it ſeit to 
two others, and all three, returned togethe: 
voto heauen. Whilſt he was contemplating this 
viſion,theReligious were awakened and' called 
vp, according as their cuſtome was at the ago- 
nic, and laſt paſſage of any one ofthe Convent. 
And then he vnderſtood that Saint Thomas 
w3as'nere his end. On the ſame day that he 
dyed, Ali-ertus Magnus formerly his Maſter, 
who wastkenat Collen,fell a weeping in pre- 
ſence of divers Religious, and being acked the 
reaſon , ſaid : my Sonne, Thomas of eAquin,"v hiv 
was t/ e light of the Church , is this day deal 
An other father, called Paulus de Aquila, Inqui- 
fitor of Naples, had on the ſame day an imzgi- 
varie vifion which was very ſtrange. He ſaw 
the holy Door reading in the ſchoole, and 
Saint Paul accompanied with many Saints to 
enter into the ſchoole. wherevpon' Saint Tho. 
mas riſing out of his chaite for to do reverence 
to the Apoſtle, asked him 5 herber 12 exfoun- 
ding his Epiſtles he had titt wfon the trae (enſe 
and meaning. To whom theApolitle replyed:ye: , 
as much as it is poſſible for man wpon earth to 
comprebend them,tut be shoutin nov go with him 
f0 4 place, where be should underſtand them tet- 
fer ; and with this plucking him by the cloake 
took him along with him. By which vifion he 
ynderſtood that God tooke away the greatMa- 
ſter Saint Thomas and that Saint Paul con- 
dufted him to eterrall blifle.Many other things 
of thisnarure did almighty God do for to ho- 
nour bis Saint. His body was ſolemnly inter- 
red in the Conuent of Fefla noua, where he 
dyed. The Biſhop of Terracina aſſiſted at the 
ox ralls with a great concourſe of poeple who 
locked thither | neighbouring parts. And 
two remarkable things happened at his buriall; 
the one awas that the mule whereon the Saint 
(by reaſon of afiſtula in his leg) was wont to 
ride, broke the halter wherewith he was tycd, 
and none being able to ſtop him , came 
to the place where his Maſters body was, and 
there felldowne dead before it. The other :that 


the Prior of the atoreſaid Monaſterie , whoſe | 


name was Iohn, being blind after a great fick-' 


- nes, falling at the Saints feete, and often kiſſing 


them, before. he riſe againe, recouered his fight 
This glorious Doctor was canonized hy Pope 
Iohn the two and twentith , on the eighteenth 
ofluly, in the yeare one thouſand three hun- 
dred twenty three. it is recorded inthe As ot 
= canonization, that ſeauen Months after his 
eccaſe, when the Religious of Foſla nova had 
remoucd his holy body from the place , where 
it was buried , for fcare that thoſe ofhis owne 
orier ſhould take it away, there came from his 
tombe ſo ſweet 2 lauour and in ſuch abun- | 


4 


; 


1 


dance tha it filled the wholeChurth and cloiſt: 
er : which diÞmuchencreaſe their deuotionty 


in ſurplicescarried back the body 1n proceſſion 
to the place where it had bin firſt interred and 


edof the office ofthe dead, they ſung that which 
is fora Confeſlor. a certaine turgeon was ſoſo. 
rely tormented with the goute tor ten yeares 
that he was notable to go; but recommendin ; 
bimſelt vato God by the interceſſion of S:Th. 
mas, he lay himlelt'downe nere vato his tom, 
be ; where hauing prayed a while, he became 
ſound and whole, and praiſed God and his 
Saint,for having freed him from ſo troubleſome 
a diſeaſe, An other man, that had bin frighte 
with a horrible viſion, was brought to that 
ſad plight , that he had: loſt the vſe of all his 
; lIimns, his mouth was miſhapen and (et awry, 
and he lay likea' dead man without ſenſe, ſe. 
ech,or feeling ,to that even when they applyet 
fhre vnto him , he neither ſtirred , nor gaue any 
1gne that he felt it. But being brought to the 
Saints tombe he preſently came to himſelf agd 
recoucred. A certaine perſon'that refuſedto dg 
bm due honour and veneration, eXperienced 
how powerfull ke is with-God. For when} 
Prieft was ſhowing certaine Relicks of Saints 
vnto him andadded that he bad yet 4 more fri 
trons treaſure, to Witt, the hand of Friar Thom 
of Aquine; he flighted it and faid that heard 
not muth to ſeert , for that be Was no Saint, 
but only 4 Dominica Friar. Scarcely had he 


as 4 tonne. Which made hf pretently tocon- 
demn his raſhnes , demandpardon, and beg of 
the Prieſt to bring vnto him the holy Relick, 
which when he had moſt reuerent'y kiſſed, 
he was cured of his fright and the ſwelling of 
his head, ſh: | | 
Saint Thomas his body remained ſome yes 
tes at Fofla noua , where he dyed. As often a 
they tooke it vp (which vpon occaftons they 


4 moſt terrible feare, and his * ſwelledas big 


| did frequently }for to remoue it from one = 
| to an other, they found it always intire , tell, 
; caſting forth & pleaſant and celeftiall fauout 


Afterwards by reaſon of diverſe accidents, it 
was tranſlated vnto other places ; vntill at 
lengehit pleaſed God,that by authority of Pop 


| Vrban the fiſt , ſo great and incomparadle1 
| treaſure ſhould be conſigned vato the orderdl 
| Saint Dominick,vnto which it did principally 


belong. It was carried veto Tolouſe in France, 
and with great and ſolemn deuotion pun 
in 2 chappell, which being called before from 


- Saint Romanus ; by reaſon of this new Relic 


changed its name , and is now called Satit 
Thomas his Chappell. this happened in the yea 
one thouſand three hundred fixty eight, 
ninenty foure yeares after his death. Our Lo 


did work many and great miracles by _ 
ma 


the Saint, Wherefore all the Religious clothed\, T 


the next day had ſolemne ſeruice, where in ſte. . 


ſpoke the words 4 but he was feized vpon vith J 
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'. may, beſten in the bull ofhis canonization, and: 


in thoſe- authors who haue written his lite, 1 


Bis will relate here a Revelation which was made 


to Friar Albert of Breſcia 4 man of great autho- 
rity-and- merite , by which we may come to 
lar how high and: eminent'4 ſeate ofglorie 
he hath in heauen , which was that which 
Far Albert defired much to know, and con- 
tgually begged of Almighty 3od to diſcouer 
vato: him. As: he: was. one day praying with 
at:feruour and deuotion , there ſtond before 
hi two moſt venerable perſons, full of Ma- 
jefly,, wherof one had a miter and Pontificall 
robes 3: the other was in the habite of Saint 
Dominick all-beſett- with rich pearle, and about 
hisneslc was 2 moſt coltly chaine of gold, at 
which was hanging 4 ſtone of ineſtimable va- 
lew; and caſting forth ſuch. beam-s of brighc- 
peathat'it gaue light tg the whol:Church. The 
Podiate; who was the more ancient ofthe two, 
toll inn that be was «Auguſtine, an the bther 
ar Thomas , who had ener followed his doArins, 
and that now they were companions in glorie : 


thagh Saint 'T bomas ſurpaſied bim for his crow- 


n8 0j inginity, and be againe bad the aduantage 
oj kan for having bis 4 Berbop,. And it can 
net'be denied but that Saint Thomas was 3 


dunk vp the fpigit, learning and truth of that 
glotiow and greateſt: Door , fo that he fee- 
methto have din trarisformed into him , excr 
honorag him as his Maftcr. Satat Fhamas was 


proportioned , of 4 faire and comely counte- 
nance, and dclicate complexion, of a tron 
wallitution and good health before he ha 
wilted his Arcogrh 

witinuall labours. He had 4 great head , 2 
wound forehead, 2nd was ſomewhat bald, and 
woken tormented with 2 ſharp pairie in his 


_ - Among the dthet excellencies of his wit, 
oevato comprehend many rare ſentences in 


ky words: Thoſe who have written his life | 


bucktdowne many of them, but thoſe which 
t to make moſt for our profit , are as tol- 
lweth, That Relizious pouerty without parrence 
% aft with out profit That 4 ſoule without prajer 
Muanceth not , and that 4 Religions man with- 
0ut prayer is 2 ſouldiar naked . fizhting without 
amner, That & Religious man ought alwvays to 
ave 4 companion(as Saint Auguſtine comman- 
Ceth in his Rule ) for that A Friar alone is 4 
Iitarie dewill. That be conld #ot conceive how 4 
man that is in mortall fin , could Laugh or retoice 
at any thing : or how it is poſſible for 4 Religious 
"an to think, of any thing but God. That idlenes 
if the books Wherewith the dewill doth angle, and 


Wh it egery thing ſerueth for 4 baite.Being al- | 


done day bow one might come to know 4 per- 
[4 and pirituall man, he anſwered : be that in 


with great pennance and 


bis connerſation ſeeketh nothing but by bis ies f 
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make poeple lauzb and'te merrie ; be who is afeard *—— 


to be contemned and is troubled at it when it fal- 
leth out ſo; although he should worke miracles 
F take bim not tobe 4 perfeI man; for all that 
be hath it vertue Wvi.hout 4 foundation: aud be 
that Yill ſuffer nothing is-alwpays tottering. His 
filter asked him onte bow be might come to be 
ſaned , and he anſwered ,'if you i8. An other 
time ſhe asked him bat was moſt to be dejired 
in this world , he ſaid : to dy well. She begged 
of him alſo to tell her vhat heanen is to whom 
he replyed:: untill you come to dejerueit, no bo= 
are can tell you what it is. As he lay on his de- 
ath bed , the Religious asked him bow they 
might paſſe ouer their life jectrely and without 
falling into ſin : and he laid: if you can giue 4 
reaſon for all your afions as you are dving them, 
whea one asked ho v 4 man mizut.come to be leurs 
ned, be anſwered ty reaiinz only one boock, The 
Authors which baue writen of Saint Thomas 
beſides the Roman Martyztologe are Saint An 
toninus , Antonie Piſamaa , loha Gerſon, Das 
uid Romeus, Payl Regius , Surius , and laſtly 
Ferdinand de Chaſtell from which Authors we 
have colle&ed this 11{c. Alſo Demetrius. Sidos 


mus hath tranſlated into Greeke the ficſt and 
t witztor and follower of Saint Auguſtine, | 


ing like 2 ponge facked in his doctrine, and 


—” 


ſecond part of Sarat Thomas his ſumme , and 
his foure boocks againſt the Gentills , which 
are kept at Venice in the library ofSaint Mark; 
as witneſfcth Sixtus Sencnſis, 
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a 4 ſweete difpoſttion , of ſtature tall , well | 
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THB LIFE OF SAINT PERPETIV 4 
atd Sat Felicitas Martyrs. 


F T Tuburba, 4 city. of Mauritania, 
Fa Province of Atrica, whilſt Septi- 
S'&& mias Scuerus andAntominus ruled 
W the RomanEmpire,amongſt other 
S Chittians, were apprehended two 
holy Matrones, Pcrpetua and Fclicitas ,and caſt 
ifito priſon, to the endthey might either be 
perſwaded to adore the Gods ,.or elfe looſe 
their lines, There were taken allo at the ſame 
time foure other Chriſtians , their nere kin(- 
men,Satyrus, Saturninus,Reuocatus, and Secort- 


x 3 
MARCH 


dolus. Saint Felicitas was cight months gon ' 


with child; and Perpetua was giuing ſuck to & 
boy. Whilſt they were iu priſon, Perperua had 
this viſion. She thought ſhe ſaw 2 golden ladder, 
that reached from carth to heaven , each hide 
of it was ſtuck full with ſharp-cutting ſwords, 
the points whereof were ſo nerc one an other, 


| that Iman could hardly mount vp the ladder 


wichoue 
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To 


without wounding himſelf: at the foote of the. 


\adder there was a horrible and dreadfull dra- 


Makcn gon watching , for to hinder all that offered 


to clime vp. She ſaw alſo that Satyrus, one of 
the foure prifonners, whom we ſpoke of, moun- 
ted vp the ladder couragiouſly , and animated 
his companions to follow him, without hee- 
ding the dragon that ſtrived to hinder them. 
The Saint related this her viſion to her fellow- 
priſonners. And they ſoone vnderſtood the fa- 
uour that God would ſkew them , which 
was to crowne them in hcauen by a glorious 
Martyrdome,and to carrie them vp that ladder 
ſo beſet with razors and ſwords, maugre the 
infernall dragon , who doeth his woilt for to 
ſtop and hinder them. Wheretore they all vna- 
nimouſly gave thanks vnto our Lord torſo ſpe- 
ciall a grace and fauour ( for ſuch certainly it is 
to bring vs to heaucn, be the way never ſo thick 
ſett with dangers and difficulties) and beſought 
him for to arme them with his ſpirit and con- 
ſtancy. Soone after this, ——_ and Felicitas 


wetre brought before the Indge , who admoni- 


ſhed them to obey the Emperours and blaſphe- 
me Chriſt crucified. But fhnding them relolued 
tody a thouſand deaths , rather then comply 
with ſuch deteſtable commands , he ſent back 
Felicitas (for that ſhe was great with child)into 
priſon : and kept Perpetua for to ſec whether 
ſhe could be moued and wroght vpon by ten- 
dernes apd compaſſion towards herParents, her 


husband , and her litle child, Her frends came 


about her , and all at once ſet vpon her with 
ſweet and winning words , with many teares 
entreating and beſceching her to take pitty. of 
that poore litle babe, that was ſucking her 
breſts. But all this was not able to make her 
relent , for ſhe remained ſtrong and conſtant in 
the loue of Ieſus Chriſt : and the teare ſhe had 
of looſing him made her to treate her deareſt 
frends like deadly foes. And in truth they were 
ſo, whilſt they . ſought to deprive her of the 
chiefeſt of all good , and do her the greatelt 
wrong and miſchicfe imaginable. 

The iudge commanded her and the other 
Saints to be cruelly ſcourged, and thentobe 
ſent back into priſon,where Felicitas was, His 
intention was to expett (according to the Ro» 
man laws) that Felicitas ſhould be hiſt brought 
2 bed, betore he would giue ſentence againit 
her. But the Saints being exccedingly defirous 
that as they were all companions together in 
priſon, ſo they might alldy together tor leſus 
Chriſt, fell to prayer , and moit earneſtly be- 
ſought our Lord that Felicitas might beare them 
companic in Martyrdoine.OurLord heard their 
prayer ,and Felicitas was deliuercd of a child 
at the end of eight months. But as ſhe was in 
labour , and endured moſt ſharp and bitter 
pangs , ſhe cryed out, as women are wont to 


_ do 1n that extremity. Wherevpon the iaylor 


laughing ſaid vato her : zf you complaine jo much 


Saint Perpetua, and Saint Felicitas Martyrs: 


nov for theſe paines , hoy will you be alle to is; 
dure the torments and cuell death Which exper. 
teth you? vnto whom ſhe replyed thus : ;tj; 3 y 
myſelf ho am now ſuffering; to morrowv Teſur 
Chriſt vil ſuffer in me. Now With naturallj. 
ces T am paying the I paine Which i; 
aue unto nature ; but then the grace of heaycy 
Wv1l onercome the torments Which your imbpity 
sball inffli? vpon me. After a few days the 
Proconſull commanded theſe two bleſſed wo. 
men and their companions to be led nakeq 
thorough the ſtreetes ſor their greater ſhame 
and confuſion, then for to giue an intertaig. 
ment tothe poeple,he would haue them broghy 
into the Amphitheater, to be deuouredof wild 
beaſts. The Saints went cheerfully along to de. 
ath, ſinging that vetſe of the Pſalmiſt : the Gyr 
of the gentills are denills. But our Lord hath 
made the heauens. Which the tyrant hearing 
commanded they ſhould be buffeted. on the 
tace : and they raiſed their voices ſo much the 
more, repeating the ſame verſe and *prayling 
and magnifying our Lord. As they entered into 
the Amphitheater with their hands tyed , there 
were let looſe vpon them lyons and leopards 
The lyons fell ypon Saint Perpetua and Saint 
Satyrus ; and the leopards vpon Saint Felicitas 
and Saint Reuocatus: and deuoured them \but 
Saturninus and Secondolus were not touched 
ſuch was the will of God. But afterwards Sarur. 
ninus was beheaded , and Secondolus dyed in 
priſon; as itis recorded in theAAs of their Mar. 
tyrdome, which are to be ſcen in Baronius, 


Saint Perpetua and Sainit Felicitas ſuffered yon þþ 


the ſcaucnth of March, on which day the holy 
Church keepeth their teaſt, in the yeare ofour 
Lord two hundred and five, vader Alexander 
Scucrus Emperour Their holy Bodies wers 
atterwards carried to Carthage , and very fo- 
lemnly placed in the great Church, as Saint 
Uior ot Utica writeth. Tertullian 2 very 
ancient Author ſpeaketh of theſe Marryrsand 
Saint Auguſtine in diuerſe places ; who hath 
lett three ſermons which he made on their day; 
There is mention alſo made of them in the 
Roman Mattyrologe , and in the Martyrolo- 
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TL LICEND ER 


THE LIFE OF SAINT IVLIAN, 
Archbishop of Toledo , and Confeſſor. 


ciple of Eugenius the thud , Arch- 
biſbop alſo of Toledo , and 4 very 
holy man , who tookea molt particular charge 
and care of Iulian trom his childhood, finding 
him to be of 4 pregnant witt, rare modeite, ſwe+ 
ctediſpoſition and inclined to vertue.By which 
talents and good education he became admi- 
nable for all ſort of learning , and worthie of - 
that chaire of Toledo, vnto which he was pro- 
moted next after Quiricius, the ſuccefior of 
GintIldefonſus. In the Raigne of Wamba and 
Enigius kings of Spaine, He was much addifted 
to prayer , and he ſaid thar by meanes thereof 
god by bis familiar communication vith G:4d, he 
diltake and dr av as froma fountaine vhatſoexer 
did flow from him for the profite of bus neighbours, 
His compaſſion and charity towards the poore 
was admirable , oft whom in all occahons he 
ſhewed himſelf to be 4 moſt tender harted Pa- 
ſtor and Father, He had a particular guift in 
ſtopping of ſuites in law , and compoſing dit- 
ferences and difſenfions which did ariſe among 
tis ſubieAs. He made it his ftudie to adorne 
and inlarge what appertained to the deuine 
yorlhip,tothe holy ceremonies of the Church, 
and the Eccleſiaſticall office, which hauing bin 
much decayed, was reſtored by him to its anci- 
ett ſplendor, Yea , he augmented it with new 
med wriita boock of that ſubie&, which 
leftynto the Churchof Toledo. He prefided 
utfome councills of Toledo. in the time of 
Leoand Benedict, Popes, both ſecond of their 
Pames, In which councills be had a moſt ſpe- 
Clall care that the decrees of the third Coun- 
cill of Conſtantinople ſhould be punRually 
obſerved ;and the herefies of the Apolinarilts 
ad Monothelites , who at this time troubled 
the peace of the Church., ſhould be condem 
ned. And that all men sbould make more eſtceme 
of 4 Chriſtian and humble ſamplucity ; then of the 
falſe ſubtle , and craftie arguments of bereticks. 
VWhichdo&rine he delwered in moſt weighty 
mes worthic of Saint Iulian ; which 1 will 
here, Dewine things , ſaith he , are not to 
be examined , but. to be beleeued : for God com- 
mand: vs not to ſearch curiouſly into them but to 
ene them. Therefore we are to belieue not our 
ſence; Which are deceit full;but the commandments, 


Aint lulian, aArchbiſhop of Toledo, 
I native of the ſame City , and diſ- 


Saint Tulian , Archbishop 


"Iryflions, and firme and ftedfaſt deaces of bol 


of Toledo, and Confeſſor, mr 


and ſacred Councils, He writ diverſe others 
molt learned and elegant treatiſes, as well "= 
in proſe as verſe , which Felix his ſuccelor ** _ 
in the biſhoprick hathſet downe in his life ***<® 
which he writ of him. Amongſt theqy one is cal- 
led Prognoſticon, which he compoſed in imita- 
tion of Iulianus Pomerius , an African Pricſt, 
who had made 4 boock with the fame title and 
inſcription , and of the ſame ſubic&. This gaue 
occaſion to ſome for to confound theſe tvs 
Julians, Pomerins, and the «Archbishop of Tole= 
do,and to belecue that they were one and the 
ſame Author : whereas in truth they are two, 
very different in tume,country,quality, learning, 
and ſanity, And for proofe ot this, it ſufficeth 
to know that Saint Ilulian ( of whom we are 
treating )doth ſometimes cite in his boock, that 
of Iulianus Pomerius, The holy Prelate having 
gouerned his Church moſt laudably ten yeares, 
one month, and ſcaucn days, gaue vp his ſou- 
le vato our Lord on the eight day of March 
in the yeare of grace fix hundred ninety one, 
his bodie was buricd in the Church of Saint 
Leocadia virgin and Martyr, ncere to the bo- 
dies of other Archbiſhops , his Predeceſſors, 
who for their deuotion to that holy virgin 
made choice of that place for their buriall, 
Afterwards in the rauage of Spaine it is tho+ 
ught that his bodie was tranſlated to Ouicdo, 
The Roman Martyrologe maketh mention of 
Saint Iulian ypon the eight of March: whence, 
and out of what Saint Feltx his ſucceſſor hath 
writen of him ; as alſo out of the lefſonsot the 
new prayers cftthe Churchot Toledo, and out 
of ſome Councills we hauc brictly colleed 
this ſtorie of his lite, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS » 
of Rome, widow, es 


O_o OO— 


Ro99s Aint Francis was borneat Rome ih the 
ACRES yeare of our Lord one thouſand three 
BZeehundred fouricore and foure; Her fas 
thers name was Paul de Bruxis; and her mos 
ther was called Jacqueline de Broffedeſque ; 
both of them of ancient and noble families, 
Her Parents were very caretull to bring her 
vpin the teare andloue of God. And from her 
infancy ſhe gaue great {ignes of her future ſane 
Qty :tor in her tender age ſhe lighted all ſuch 
toys and topperies,whuch children vic to be 
dclighted with, But (what is moſt to be admi- 
red ) trom her very cradle ſhe had fo great 
2 horror of whatlocuer may be a blemiſh 
vato purity, that ſhe would permuttno bodie 
to ſes ortouchany part other naked, nor _ 
EE 
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her mother could handle her , valeſ{ſhe were 


| 


firſt coucred. When ſhe grew A litle bigger, | 


ſhe fled companie and recreations, and loued 
ſolitude and recollefion applying herſelf much 
to prayer and \deuotion , which increaſcd in 
her with her age, ſo that when ſhe was cleuen 
yeares old, ſhe ſeemed to have a deſire to leaue 
the world, and to ſpend her life inaMonaſterie, 
One day ſhe had a ſtrange vihion , wherein ſhe 
ſaw 2 beautifull and noble Lady hotly purſued 
by giants ; wherat ſhe being much attoniſhed 
prayed vnto God ſo earneſtly and teruently 
for her ,, that by vertue of her prayers the 
poore Lady was reſcued from the danger ſhe 
was in. But ſhe did ſufficiently vnderitand who 
this Lady was,by her voice, countenance,and 
mateſty ,to wit that ſhe repreſented the hoy 
Church ſoarly vexed, cumbred and diltracted 
by ſchiſmes,which the rebellious and malig- 
nant ſpirits , ſignified by thole giants , had rai- 
ſed vp againſt her. Saint Benedict alſo appea- 
ring vnto her , gaue her to vnderſtand that ſhe 
was brought into the world tor to procure the 
ſalvation of divers ſoules, and that God had 
teſtowed ber ypon men in that ſad and lamen- 
table time for the good of mankind , and the- 
refore ſhe ought to apply herielf vmo it with 
all care and induſtric, At twelue yeares age ſhe 
was ſought for in warriage by divers gentlemen 
of note. But ſhe refuſed all , and reſolued to 
paſſe over her life in folitude and Religion, 
yntill at length being torced by an exprefle 
command ot her Parents,'ſhe was content to 
prefer obedience to them betore virginity, 
and tooke for husband, Laurence de Pontianis, 
a wealthie and noble Ruman. But it tfoone 
appeared by a grecuous ficknes, which ſhe tel! 
into , that this Kind of life was not for her hu- 
mour ;and indeed ſhe kept herſelt as retired as 
ſhe could, flying teaſting and publick meetings. 
All her delight was in prayer , meditation, vi- 
fiting of Churches , thereto be preſent at deui- 


- ne {cruice and ſermons , which ſhe did with 


wondertull deyotion : and yet ſhe diſcharged 
her duty towards her husband with a great co- 
urage by the exerciſe of the moſt rare and com- 
mendable vertues which can be practiſed by a 
woman in that ſtate of lite : but aboue all was 
her obedience , accompanied with a moſt pro- 
found reſpe& vnto him.and certaine it is that tor 
forty yeares that they lived together, there was 
neuer the leſt diflention between them :andno 
wonder, for if any litle ſpark of difference did 
begin to appeare, at the very moment by her 
humility and condeſcendence ſhe quenched it; 
and ſhe did fo ſtudic to conforme her defires, 
and inclinations to thoſe of her husband , that 
for no pretext whatſoever ſhe would diſagree 
from him : by which meanes:ſhe did ſo win 
him, that ſhe obtained of him all that ſhe de- 
fired :ſothatthere was a mutuall and amiable 
itite of reuctence , reſpe& , and feruiccable- 


nes betwixt them. Whilſt ſhe was at her pray 


crs, Or in any other exercile of deuotion; and 


was called by her husband , or defired by any 


the meaneſt perſon of the family for to order 
ſomething about the houſe, ſhe layd all aſide 
for to obcy moſt readily. Nor did ſhe takeit tg 
be any want ofreſpet, to Almighty God for tg 
diſcontinue her deuotions in tuch Occaſions, 
tor ſhe was wont to ſay: 1t is moſt laudablein 
4 married woman to be denwout , yet fo that thi 
forget not that she is 4 bouſevife. And that jy 
metimes the is to leaue God at the eAltar, fury 
find bim in her bouſchold aff aires. And Gy 
was plcaled to confirme this perſwaſion of 
hers asan aſlured verity , by euident ſigns and 
miracles, for once as ſhe was hearing Maſſeig 
the Chutch , and at the ſame time withaney 
traordinaric devotion was reading our Lady 
office, her husband comming heme , ſent} 
ape for tocall her. The boy comes and telleth 
her : Madam , my eMafier ſendeth for you : and 
without any reply ſhe ſtuts her Primer ,riſch 
from Maſle, and was at home as ſoone ag the 
meſſenger. Hauing ſatisfied her husband , ſhe 
retireth herſclt and reſuming her Primer, be: 
ginneth againe the verſe in which ſhehadbin 
interrupted; but before ſhe had ended it, ſte 


was Called ypon the ſecond time;, and then + Þ 


eaine the third and the forth tiine : tor ſooken 
ſhe had begun , and not ended one verſe. Bu 
when ſhe came to open her boocke the fiti 


me , ſhe tound the ſaid verſe written in golden | 
letters: And the Apoſtle Saint Paul told he & 


afterwards that her good Angell had writitin 
gold , tor to lett her vnderſtand the merit o 
obedience, Ou | 
Euen the ſtate of wedlock hath its chaſtiq, 
whichour bleficd Saint was ſo carefull tomait- 
taine , that all hes ations gaue teſtimonic d 
her integrity. The mortification and chaſtiſe 


ment ot her body was moſt extraordinaric:dpo | 


cially when ſome ycares before her husband 
death,ſhe was permitted to hamper it as ſheple- 
aled ;and with his leaue liued in pertc& conte 
nence, She abſtainced from wine , fiſh , anda 
daintie meatcs; and neuer taſted fleſh butinhe 
greateſt ſickneſles, For her ordinarie dictt WY 
bard and mouldic bread. And when ſhe far 
the beſt, ſhe added vnto it 4 few vnſauour 
herbes without dile : or ſome fruit , which ihe 
tooke without any guſt; for by long aſtinen® 
ſhe was come to that paſſe that ſwcete and 
licious things were bitter and diſtaſtfull vo 
her. She cate but once a day , and drunk pur 
water,making vſe of a dead mans skull ftoracf 
Hergarments were of coarsſerge, and ſhe nel 
wore linnen not euen in ficknes, She {leptbW 
two houres in the night, and that vpon' 
narrow a bed, that ſhe could ſcarcely lyvponl, 
and tooke no telt at all by day,contraricto 
cuſtome of that hot countrey. She diſciplio 
herſelf molt cruclly and frequently, alway, 


the blood : in lent euery day , and euery houre 

ongood fryday. And her diſcipline was armed 
| with rowells and chaines of iron with ſharp 

ints. She wore continually a haire ſhirt, and 
ynder it about her middle 4 rough girdle of 
horſc-haire. She carried alfo about her a girdle 
of iron ſo cloſe to her bodie that it gauled and 
putrified her fleſh.- But her Ghoſtly tather at 


bear her breſt with cruell blowes aboue two 
hundred times in the day, Andit ſhe chanced to 


» | offend God by any part ot her bodie , ſhe was 
od. | ſuce to puniſh it preſently moſt ieuerely t asfor 
of | example if (bc had offended by the tongue, ſhe 
nd F hit it vntill ſhe drew blood. By this rigor ſhe 
in reſerued her ſoule in the ſtate of marriage, 
74 always 2 virgin and entire. The very ſight of 
Is & men did trouble her and affli her. Bat yet (he 
t4 had 2 greater horror at the fight of lewd wo- 
th ; whom ſhe eadeauoured to her ytmoſt to 
od conyert vato God, and reclame from a wicked 
th courſe. As ſhe was paſſing thorough a certaine 
he ſicet ofRome, ſhe ſaw the dewills dancing in an 
he ine, and playing pranks like thoſe which are 
6 vedby ſore in ſhrouetide. Whereypon ſhe ask- 
in elthe neighbours what manne: of poeple lived 
te there ,and being informed that there were lod- 
+ Þ two women of no good reputation;ſhe per- 
en the hoſt to diſmulle them, 4nd together 
ut yith them the deuills left the place. For this and 
t- ® forthe many booties which ſhe ſnatched from 
en © hell, the wicked fiend ncuer ceafed' to molcit 
het W her,For he often appeared vnto her in the ſhape 
in ſometimes of a man , otherwhiles of a woman 
d in filthie poſtures and moſt vnbeſeeming geitu- 
| es. But ſhe always droue hing away and made 
), him to vaniſh into ſmoake by calling vpon the 
by holy Name of God , according to that of the 
d Prophet : Laudans inuocabo Pominum , 7 ab 
ie Bo inimicis 13s [alums c10 , Prayſing F will inu0- 
PF cteom Lord, and 1 5ball be [aued from my ene: 
nd Þ mie She was going once with her deare com- 
lee ® panionand colin Vannoſa to. Iohn Laterans; 
Di and reſting neere to the Church of SaintPetcr 
a and Marcellinus, ſhe ſaw the deuill jn the ſha- 
bet pe and habite of an old man, ſoliciting her by 
WF wantonaftions to fin: and preſently with her 
ue nary weapons ſhe put him to flight.But he 
pled her a moſt malicious trick, For in the 
| 


dphttaking a rotten and ſtincking carcaſle ota 
Ns &2dman,be rolled and trailed it vp and downe 


d&- herchamber, and filled it with ſuch an intolera- 
nto ble ſtench ; that for 3 long while after, it remai- 
ut ned ſettled in each part of her bodic and in her 
Wh Wiyination , that whatſocuer ſhe did cate ſee- 


ud acdto be infeted with it, and her ſtomach did 
loriſeat the fight ofmeate that ſhe had infinite 
tieto take or keepe any ſultenance, Mo- 


” oucr ſhe had ſuch an averſion from all men , 
6 whomſocuer ſhe came neere vnto , ſhe 


led that that Rench came from him in fo 


length made her to giue it ouer. She vied to | 


Saint Francis of Rome, vvidovy. 


ke for the trouble and horror ſhe was in; 


Saint Francis begged of Almighty God to | 


give her children more to pocple heayen 
then to fill the earth or propagate her race, 
And when ſhe had them , all her care and 
ſtudie was to keepe them innocent and fice 
trom vice. Her diſcourſes were their leifions 
and inſtruftions, and her actions a pattern and 
example for them to imitate. And ſhe was far 
more ſolicitous to dreſſeand dire their conf 
Cience in the ſeruice of God , then to poliſh 
their wit; with learning. She had one ſonne, 
named Evangeliſta, who being buta litle child 
ſurpaſicd ancient men in prudence ; and had 
alſo the guift of propheſic. As he was once 
playing with his father, he drew a ſword out 
of the ſcabbard , and putting it to his Fathers 
fide told him that within 2 sbort time he 1hould 
be dangerouſly wounded in that wery place, as it 
fell out in the yeare one thouſand foure hun« 
dred and fix,in a {edition between the Romans 
and ſome of the companie of Ladiſlaus, King 
of Naples. This child allo ſecing 4 Religious 
Friar paſſing along the ſtreet ſaid vnto him that 
after 4 few days he showld exchange his friars 
weede for a more honorable hatit. And ſoone at- 
ter he was made Biſhop. Whilſt the plague was 
hotat Rome, this young Saint perceived himtelf 
to be touched with it, and knowing that he was 
to dy of it, called for a Pricft : then told his 
Mother that Saint «Antony and Saint Onutrius, 
for whom he had 4 very particular deuotion, 
Were come With 4 number of :Angells for to cone 
dutt kim to heauen. And the ſame day dyed; 
But at the very moment that he departed this 
life ,I litle girle, his neighbour, who lay fick 
of the ſame diſeaſe, and had bin ſpeechles for 
ſome while , recoucred her ſpeech , and cryed 
out that sheſaw Emnanzelifta de Pontianis going 
op to heancn in company of very many angels. 
About 3 yeare after, Saint Francis being at her 
prayers in her Oratorie, ſaw her litle Euange+ 
liſta, ofthe ſame ſhape and bignes he was of, 
when he dyed . but incomparably more beau« 
tifull;together with an other child of the like 
ape and beauty , who told her that he was 
placed in the ſecond quire of Angels. She va+ 
vnderſtood alſo that the principall cauſe of his 
comming wastotake with him his deareſt fiſter 
Agnes, of fifteene yeares of age , and that ſhe 
was alſoto be ſeated among the Angells, A 
little after Agnes ſikned, and as ſhe drew neere 
her end , her Mother faw 4 doue whiter then 
the driven ſnow, fluttering about her pillow. 
Next to her children, the chiete obiect ot her 
thoughts and cares were her ſeruants ; whom 
ſhe treated with as much honour and loue ; as 
if they had bin her brothers and filters. ſhe 
would haue no better accommodation then 
they : and if ſhe thought at any time that ſhe 
had giuen them the leaſt occaſion of offence 


' Urch that her whole bode did ſhiver andqua- | ſhe preſently demanded pardoa of them, and 


amended 
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2 amendedthat wherein ſhe might ſceme to have 


9 


MAicn ſo far as to committ 4 fin , ſhe would fee hin: | 


bin faulty.As allo it any of them forgor bimſel! 


coriefted, and brought to his duty. She com- 
enanded more by her example then by autho- 
rity, and ceaſed not by many Chriſtian ciuili- 
tys and courteſies to oblige them to fe rue 
God. And when any of them fell fick , ſhe at- 


ORE him for ſoule and body with an infati- 


gable charity. She neuer reluſed an almes to 
ary who demanded it. In time of a great want 
and ſcarcety of vidtualls at Rome , her father 
in law Andreot had provided a peece of excel- 
lent wine, Saint Francis being importuned by 
the poore gaue them ſo much and ſo often oi 


___PIt vntill the hoggshead was drawnedry:whe- 


teat Andreot fell into achafe. The Saint humbly 
exculing herſelf promiled to fetch hun todrink 
ot the tame veſlell, and going downe into the 
Cellar, foundit to be as full as ever it had bin. 
An other time when ſhe had beſtowed vpon 
the poorc a litle corne which had bin left in 
the granarie; as ſhe returped thither againe,ſhc 
found more then fortic razors of excellent 
wheat. She would take ſecretly out of the 
pouches of poore 4. uy} mouldie cruſts 
which ſbe kept for herſclf, and in place of them 
put in ſoft white bread. 

' Our Lord ſeconded her charitable afliſtance 
of all ſorts of poeple with many miracles. Her 
deare colin Vannoſa being fick had a great 


' longing to cate 4 ſhell-crabbe at a time when 


none could be found. Saint Francis prayed God 
to ſend her one ; and ſoone after there fell one 
downe from the roofe ot the houſe in preſence 
of the whole family. Which the Saint taking 
vp dreſled it , and gaue it to her Coſin, who 
recouered by it not only her appetite which ſhe 
had loſt, but alto perte& health. But her humi- 
lity was very dextrous in concealing 4 great 
part of her miracles. For whereas ſhe cured all 
ſortes of diſcaſes with only touching the fick 
party ; ſhe vled to apply a certaine ointment 
which ſhe had made ofthings either coantraric, 
or at leaſt nothing profitable for the maladie ; 
as if that had wrought the cure : and then ad- 
moniſhed them that were cured to be thanktull 
vnto God. Thoſe charitable offices ſhe did cx- 
ererciſe molt willingly, which were accompa- 
nicd with humility. She had a vineyard not far 
from the gate of Saint Paul : trom thence ſhe 
came often into the city witha burden of wood 
ypon herhead, which ſhe carried to the poore. 
And ſometimes ſhe loaded an afſe with fagots' 
or billets, and herſe|tdriuing him thorogh the 
towhre, layd downe the wood at the houles of 
fuch poore poeple as were aſhamed to beg.ſhe 
wenttrequently with her Cofin Vannoſa from 
dore to dore, humbly begging almes for the reli- 
cie of the needie. Nor was this holy woman 
lefle eminent for patience then for charity and 
humility, as appeared when God wasplealed to 


ſeparate her from all things that could give hey 
any worldly content, health , wealth, honoy 
tends, and houſe. The city of Rome wasat that 
time moſt pittitully rofſed and turmoiled with 
ciuilifactions and difſentions. At which time hes 
tusband was baniſhed, his meanes confiſcated 
and his houte pulled downe. His ſonne in lay 
Paulucius was baniſhed with him and his ſongs 
' lobn Baptiſt detained for hoſtage. In all theſe 
aftliftions,and many corporall infirmitics, Saint 

TanCis ſoule was moſt quiet and calme, aslitle 
ſhaken with to many violent ttormes ag ig 
huge rock with the waues of the ſea, In ſeeds 
ol complaints ſhe was wont to vtter theſe 
words, 7 be goodnes of God beſtowed meanes an 
commodities vpon me , ani bis inſtuce hath takes 
them from me. I take great content in the 
loſses , becauſe God difpojeth ſo. And ar yell for 
What le bath alredie inflifted or (hall hereaftn 
zmpoje vpon me, TI vill continually praiſe aud 
bieſſe his bhoiy Name. 

Her wok ordinarie deuotions were theſe, 
She went to conteſſion on wedneſdays and$4. 
turdays,and communicated at the leaſt once 
weeke. She often viſited the Churches ,cſpec 
ally Saint Peters in the Uatican , Saint Pauls 
out ot the city ; our Ladys d'Ara czli , Sand 
Maria Noua , and an other Church ofour ble 
led Ladys by the river Tyber, and Saint Ce 


therefore as ſhe was going once to acertaing 
Church in companic of her Cofin Uannoſy, 
the enemie of al good, for todiuert them fron 
ſo pious an exerciſe , threw downe Yannok 
trom 4 high place, and bruiſed almoſt all hee 
bode, but Saint Francis by her prayers healed 
her. An other time ſhe was going to Saint 
Peters with a companion , and by the way be 
ing exceſſively thirſtie they came to drink # 
the riucr Tyber, and the deuill caſt themboth 
into the water, and the ſtreame carried them 
away;but by Gods aſhſtance they were brought 
fate to the ſhore. She had retired herſelf one 
day with her coſen into 2litle oratorie,which 
the had made in an Arbour in her garden,ad 
whilſt they were talking of heavenly things 
and of leaving the world, our Lord for to d& 
clare how he is delighted with ſuch diſcour 
ſes, permitted faire ripe peares to fall downe 
from the tree at their tecte (although it wer 
then the month of Aprill,) which when the 
had taſted and found to be very good , tie 
carried the reſt to their husbands, tor to incite 
aſe in them deuotion and confidence in Gov 
She tooke no deuotion ſo much to hart, 

a conſtant memorie of our blefled Sauious 
Paſſion : ypon which ſhe did meditate withlo 
great feruour, and ſuch aboundance of tears 
that ſhe came oftentimeFto feele moſt violel 
painesin thoſe very parts of her bodie,in which 
ſhe repreſented vnto herſelf Chriſt Iefus out 


| Lord luttciing for VS, Which paines were - 
any Or VS, WIC 0 
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Cilics,. This devotion vexed the deaill , and 
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at extremitie, that thoſe who were about her 
expected every moment that ſhe ſhould dy: 


Hence aroſc her piety and attention in time ot 
* holy Maſſe, which was fo greatthat ſhe ren» 


ane immoveable likea ſtatue ,and frequently 
;fter receiving the moſt holySacrament ſhe was 
capt into an cxſtaſie. Once hearing the Maſe 
ata certaine Prieſt who lived a looſe life, moſt 
mbeſeeming that ſacred function, ſhe perceiued 
tim to be all couered ouer with a horrible and 
loathſome leprofie , vntill he came vnto the 
conſecration » for from that part of the Maſte 
ynto the Commnnion , he appeared to be pure 
and clean, for the bright-ſhining beames of our 
Lords bodie there preſent, did hide and couer 
hisfoulenes ; but after that , he appeared as 
fthieas before. The Saint communicated what 
ſhe had {eene with her Ghoſtly father;defiring 
him to deate with that Prieſt about his amen- 
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Wnent.He did ſo ,and did not loofe his labour : 


for the poore Prieſt wy that God had mira- 
clouſly diſcoucred his finfull Nate , did pen- 
nance tor it , and not long after dyed, as it is 
tobe belicucd, happily. One day ſhe had a de- 


votion with an other companion of hers to 


here Maſſe and communicate at Saint Cecilies. 
But the Prieſt , who didnot like well that 
raarried poeple ſhould receive the Bleſſed Sa- 


crament ſo often, inſtced of the holy Euchariſt 


pave them pure bread in forme of hoſts. it was 
not eaſie to coſen Saint Francis. For not fin- 
dmg there her ordinarie guſt , not enioying 
the preſence of her beloued, ſhe came quickly 
todiſcover the fraud;and with great reſentment 
of ſuch ati indignitie , acquainted her ghoſtly 
father, Antonio de monte Sebellio with it,who 
cxanining the Prieſt, got him to acknowlege 
his crime, and to conteſſe it, She that was fo 


dexe to the fonne , could not chooſe but be 


tighlyfauored by the Mother, And indeed our 
Bleſſed Lady , to whom Saint Francis was after 
averyparticular manner deuoted, did her many 
moltfipnall fauours, often viſiting her in her 
ficknes, and giving her her licle leſus to kiſle, 
ſeyawontto apeare vnto her vpon the chi- 
clſt feaſts ,and explicate vnto her the myſterie 
Of the preſent ſolemnity ,and the particular cir- 
Cnſtances of it. And once vpon the day of the 
Epiphanic ; our Lady told her, that ſhe did not 
© much as ſee or looke vpon the kings,when 
came to adore her ſonne: whereat S.Fran- 
Uwondering and asking how-ft was poſſible: 
the bleſſed virgin replyed. F knowing that God 
bad appointed an Angell to diref? the Sages in all 
that they Vere to do ro ards my ſonne and to shew 
then vhere they were fo Lay done their preſents, 
txpeed them With my litle child in my lap;and 
teing wboly taken vp wich contemplating bin ,} 
ad neither time nor mind to caſt an eye = any 
thing elſe, An admirable lefſon tor vs all,when 
Veare preſent at the dreadfull ſacrifice ofMiſle, 


& praying betore the blefled Sacrament , not | 


4 


to looke about, or mind other things,ſeeing we 
have the very fame obie& to entertaine our 


as 
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cyes and affeftions ; which the cuer glorious MARCH 


virgin had then before her, 

A great helpe and aduantage which Saint 
Francis had towards perfeQtion in a fpirituall 
life, was 4 continuall and familiar converſation 
with the bleſſed Spirits, who are ſent to mi- 
nifter for them which shall receive the inheritan« 
ce of ſaluation. They appeared vnto her ſome» 
times ſo beautifull and full of light , that ſhe 
fard that the very ſun in compariſon of them 
ſcemed to bean obſcure clowde, And for the 
particuar Angell which was appointcd to be 
her gardian , he did not only defend her from 
the deceits and violence ef wickedfpirits ;but 
did alſo diretandgouerne her in all the ations 
and funttions of her life : and by a ſpeciall and 
fingular privilege was always 1n her fight. He 
declared in all things vato her the will of God, 
cnlightned her,moued her to ſcucrall mortifi- 
cations, reſtrained and pluckt her back when 
ſhe exceeded in them ; and with wonderfull 
{weetnes condudted her in all affaires. Thefor= 
me which he toock was of 4 moſt louely and 
{weet child ſeaucn or cight yeares old , of an 
incotaparable beautie , white as ſnow and ver= 
million red, With his eyes always looking to« 
wards heaucn, his armes decently croſſed bes 


| fore his breſt, his baire looſe and ſhining like 


gold, in a long garment that touched the 
ground , ordinarily white, fometimes blue like 
azure ,otherwhiles all red. From his face flued 
ſuch a brightnes ,that at midnight ſhe ſtood in 


| nced of no-other light, for to do any work 


about the houſe, vr to read our Ladys office , 
which ſhe was accuſtomed to ſay tromherchil. 
dhood. When the deuill moleſted her , or was 
plotting any ſecret defigne againſt her, cithes 
for to trighten her with horrible ſhapes, ot to 
delude her by transforming himſelt into an 
Angell of light , this faithfull and vigilant Gar- 
dian , by ſhaking ſweetly his golden locks, did 
dart forth fuch beames of light, and fo pleaſant 
a ſauour , that it wondertully comforted the 
Saint , and put the wicked ſpirit to flight, If 
at any time ſhe began to be troubled with 
ſcruples , or any other afflition of mind , and 
her litle Tutor did but caſt 4 gratious cye vpon 
her , ſhe was preſently quicted and in repoſe, 
Infine whether ſhe were to pray, work ſpeak, 
or to do any good office , he was readie to 
dire& her in all. But on the contrarie if an 
light word,any aftion, geſture, or laughter lefle 
beſeeming her gravity and his prelence did at 
any time cicape trom her , this vpright and 
ſeyere ouerſcer of her tnanners and aftions 
would preſently withdraw and hide himſelf, 
for to giue her to ynderſtand that ſomething 
was amiſle ; wherevpon ſhe entring into her- 
ſelf and examining her conſciehee,came to dif 
coues the lcalt faults and impetteRtions, and by 
| —_. | CQLIEGS 
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corre&ing them, recouered againe his moſt de- 
lightfull preſence. lt fell out one day that being 


MAKCH 1n the companie of ſome of her acquaintance, 


ſhe heard ſome of them to ſpeake ot vaprofita- 
ble and vane things ; which diſcoutſc although 
it pleaſed her not , and ſhe would faine haue 
broken it of , yet for to comply with her 
frends , ſhe ſeemed to countenance more, then 
jt was fitting ſhe ſhould. And her good Angell 
to corre that impertcfion , gaue her ſuch a 
blow with his hand , that the lound of it was 
| heard by all the companie ; although they ſaw 
' not him that gaue it, But (he both ſaw him , 
and vnderſtood the cauſe for which ſhe was 
ſtricken. An other time whulſt ſhe was giuing 

an account of her conſcience to her ghoitly ta» . 

ther, ſhe reſolued with herſclt to conceale trom 
him ſome ſpeciall fauours which our Lord had 
don her, andthis out of a motive of humulity,as 
ſke thought, anda delire ofnot being eſteemed. 

And yet becauſe ſhe failed in ſimplicity in this 
point,the Angell ſtruck her with that vialence 
vpon the ſhoulder , that he caſt her downe 
vpon the ground at her Confeſſarius his teete, 
Now if any that were in her companie did at 
any time forgett themſelues,and become to free 
in language or carriage, ſhe ſaw the Angell to 
couer his cyes with his hand for to teſtifke how 
diſpleafing and diſtaſttull ſuch exceiles were 
vnto him. 

, In the yeare one thouſand foure hundred 
twenty fiue, in time of Pope Mattin the fit, this 
ycrtuous Lady being about fortie yeates ot age, 
and having permiſſion from her husband to at- 
tend _ deuotions as much as ſhe deſired; 
inſtituted 4 Congregation of young women 
and of widows , whom fhe inſtructed in all 
Piety ; and gauethem the Rule ot Saint Bene- 
di& ynder the direction of the Fathers of Mont 
Oliuct. And how gratctull a ſeruice this was to 
Almighty God, bimſelt was pleaſed to teſtifie, 
For on the Eue of Chriſtmaſle day following, 
the ApoſticsSajnt Peter and Saint Pau] together 
with Saint Benedict and S. Marie Magdalene 
appearing vnto her,appointed the Rules which 
thoſe Religious women ſhould obſerve : after 
which Saint Peter bleſſing and vailing hes fo- 
lemnly , prefented her vato the ever glorious 
virgin Mother of God, for to be recciued-vn- 
der her protection and fategard. After which 
viſion the Saint comming to herſelf, writ the 
Rules as they bad bindi&ated vnto her, which 
were afterwards confirmed by Pope Eugenius 
the forth, During wholc time the holy Woman 
had an other Reuclation which proued to be 
very beneficiall vato the whole Church, For 
the Apoltle Saint Thomas appcaring vato her 
commanded her in the Name ot God, to ſend 
her Ghoſtly tather to the Pope , and countell 
him,for the compoſing of the ſchilme , which 

began A litle to decline , and to prevent new 

Nirs, to accommodate himſelfand condefcend 


in what he could to the Councill: of Baſill;an} 
to ioine to the Congregation of Cardinal 
lome other holy and learned men, andto age 
their aduice in examining, and determinins 
affaires. And the Pope was not backward n 
the matter; for by their aduice he confirm 
with. exprefſe bulls diueric decrees of th 
Councill, 

When it pleaſed God to take away het 
husband 5 Which was in the yeare one thoy 
ſand foure hundred thirty fix, as ſoone as ſhe 
had diſpoſed of her houſe and aftaires , ſhecx 
me barefoot, with a cord about her neck, yay 
the Monaſterie which ſhe had founded , ard 
there proſtrate vpon the ground before th 
Religious, who were all her ipirituall childre, 
begged of them to recciue her out of chai 
ainong them, Being admitted , and not } 
after. by common conſent choſen ſuperiou, x 
one whom God had raited to a higher andy: 
re noble funtion, ſhe was commended to the 
charge and care of an Archangell , who taki 
the place other former Angell Gardian,ſheye 
himiſclflike-the other , always vitible, butmuch 
more beautifull and comcly.All her itudienoy 
was to order. aud gouern that family yell 
which ſhe performed with fo much pertettion 
that ſhe left a moſt exaGt rule and pattemd 
the good gouernment ofa Monaſterie: lt hay 
pened once at the time of dinner that ther 
Was no bread in the houſe for the Religion, 
who were fiftecne in number , voles it yer 


a few (craps, the reucrhons of their laſt meals, 


Apnes who had care of the buttcrie tolds, 
Francis as. much , who made ani{wer : God hi 
prowide: and lifting vp her hart vnto-his Me 
icitie diſtributed thoſe peeces among the filter, 
which were ſo. multiplied in her hands, that 
after all had eaten their fill , there was il 
ſome to ſpare, Pope Paul the fitt in the kl 
lecret confiſtorie which he held for her cane 
nization, recounted with his owne mouth ts 
tollowing miracle. Saint F rancis according 
her cuſtome , went torth of the city with is 
Religious for to gather wood for thetclik 
the poore,and whillt they were labour 
they grew to: be exceſſive wearie and thitl 
Their Charitable Mother taking compaſſood 
them, and being far from any water, Hadi 
recourſe vnto God. And prelently although# 
were then the month of lanuary, there app 
reth a greene branch of 4 vine loaden wit 
as many bunches of ripe grapes as they W& 
in namber Religious. The Saint bid cv 
filter to gather her cluſter of gra pes; and | 
leadeth them all home praiſing and glorilyi 
God. An other day being in her vincyard WW 
her Religious , ſhe retired herſelf into an 
for to read our bleſſed Ladys officc ypon 
knees : in the meane while it rained 10 
that her companions were quite wett, ly 
not 4 drop ot water tell ypon her or het _ 
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ne by the rivers fide for to meditate , (he was 
tranſported into an ecſtafie, wherein ſhe often 
repeated theſe words : even as this Vater fulently 
glides along, ,ſo doth the grace of God flow into 
the ſole. She was alſo adorned with the guift 
of Propheſic ;and could diſcouer the ſtate of 
mensloules. Her Confeſlarius, Ioha Mathiot, 
after a long abſence returning vnto her , ſhe 
told him exa&ly all that had befallen him dur- 
jog that time, and of a ſicknes which tooke him 
in his ioarney. An other Ghoſtly father of 
bers happened to be tranſported with choller 
againſt 2 certaine perſon , and the ſame day 
came to viſite this bleſſed woman. She received 
him. but coldly, contrarie to. her cuſtome , and 
preſently retired back into her chamber ; and 
by and by came out againe, and did him reue- 
rence , as ſhe was wont to do, ypon her kne- 
& Whereat he being much ſurpriſed , the 
Sint told him that at his fir # entrance sbe jaw 
the dewtill at bis fide , wbo had ſtirred bim wp to 
anger agpinſt his brother : and therefore 5be baſt- 
ned back, to her chamber for to pray for him, and 


ty otaine of God pardou fox his off ence. And . 


pen God bad beard ber prayer she came back, to 
bim, 3#d found that the Ow of diſcords bad left 
biy.The Prieſt confelled all to be true, and the 
ſodaige change which he felt in his ſoule. 
la the yearc one thouſand foure bundred 
forty, Saint Francis eldeſt ſonne, Inhp Baptiſt, 
being.dangerouſly fick, ſhe like 4 good Mother 
yent from the Monaſteric to afliſt him, and 
diſpoſe him tor 2 good death : and becauſe it 
waa long way home , her confeſſarius com- 
manded her to {tay there all night:and the very 
lame nighe ſhe was ſeized vpon by ſo violent 
{fuer thatthe next morning, caſting away 
' Alhage of returning to theMonaſterie,and ſe- 
ing her good ſiſters more in this world (he arm- 
ed her telf with the rites of the Churchagainſt 
thelaſt confli;it was reuealed vnto her thatshe 
Wwto dy on the ſeauenth day of her ficknes. 
Therefore on the fourth hay when an Ecclehial(- 
ticall man ſaid vnto her that be confided that God 
would keepe her yet longer its the World for the 
$9d of many.ſhe anſwered. God be praiſed, thurſ- 
yon the fartbeſt,T hall paſſe from this life vnto 
4 etger, And io it tell out , for on wedneſday 
aight, being the ninth of March of the yeare 
Mcthouſand,foure hundred and (orty, ſhe ga- 
te vpher bleſled ſoule to God, without any 
$2 of paine or trouble in the five and filteeth 
Jae of her age.The reſort of the poeple tor 
lolee her bodic was {o great , that for greater 
Onvenience, and for to fatisfie their pious cu- 
Hofity , 1t was iadged fit to haue ie carried ro 
Kaz Maria Nova : were the concourſe was 
wile as great. Andalthough it lay there two 
and three nights expoſed vatothe view 
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. Much aboutthis time as ſhe came from viſiting 1 


* Saint Pauls Church , ſhe had a mind to reſt a 
| while in the ſame vineyard : and fitting dow- 


of all ; there came from it ſofweet and pleaſant 
a ſauour , that the place ſeemed to haue bin 
filled with roſes, violctts , and other odorife- 


Andreotta, wife of Peter of the- holy Croſſe, 
pittifully tormented in the xeines ; who com- 
mendiog herſelfearneſtly to the Saint, had ſcar- 
cely eaded her prayer win ſhe recouered , and 
at the ſame time got out of her bed, and with- 
out helpe of any bodic run to Santa Maria 
Noua for to thank God and his Saint. An other 
woman,called Tuliana,that had 4 fiſtula in her 
foote tor three months, and could find no other 
cure , tooke 2 peece of the Saints garment , 
belore ſhe was yet buricd , and was preſently 
healed. 

Saint Francis hath left rare examples of ver- 
tue in different coviſes and fates, In her child- 


body and mind. In the ſtate of marriage ſhe 
teacheth women of that condition obedicnce 
and due refpe to their husbands ; carefullnes 
and induſtrie about the bufines and affaires of 
the houſe, and patience in croſſes and afflitions. 
To widows ſhe giueth an example of the con- 
tempt of worldly vanitics, and of charity and 
compaſſion to the poore. Intine ſhe is 4 mir- 
rour of Religiousfor teruent_ prayer , faſting, 
and all kind of pennance, Her lite is. written 
by Iohn- Mathiot who was twelue yeares ber 
Confteſlarius, Raphaell volaterranus ſpeaketh 


PRE 0 


dier alſo Abbot of Saint Arnolds at Metz hath 
written her life in latin , and afterwards in 
french , which he colle&ed out of the proceſſe 
of her Canonization. Her fcaſt is kept as I 
double through the whole Church on the 
ninth of March. 
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THE LIFE AND MARTYR DOME 
of the forty Martyrs at Sebaſte. 


If Mongſt the moſt fierce and bars 
2 Woarous tyrants that perſecuted the 
& Church of Chriſt , we may well 
W reckon Licinius , competitor 
S S with Conſtantine the Great, and 
who married his ſiſter Conſtancia.fot although 
at firſt to gainethe good will of his brother 
in law , who was 2 Chriſtian , he faigned to 
fauour Chriſtians; yet aftetwards breaking a- 
mitie with Conſtantine , he perſecuted them 
moſt furiouſly. And being 4 man of meane 
birth, very couetous , lecherous, cruell, and ſo 
vnlearned, that he could hardly write his owne 


name 


rous flowers, At this time there Jay fick ” 


hood vnto youth ſhe is a pattern of purity of 


of her in his two and twentith boock. Valla- 
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name , he powred out all bis anger and rage 

inſt thoſe whom he eſteemed to be encmies 
to himſelf and to his Empire, for their Reli- 
gion , learning, and ſanftity of life. This Lici- 
nius then being in Cappadocia witha puiſlant 
armie , put forth a proclamation , whereby he 
commanded all Chriſtians, vpon paine ofdeath 
to forſake the Chriſtian faith and Religion, 
And he was fo cruell and terrible , that the 
poore Chriſtians were in great feare and trou- 
ble: for all was full of ſergeants, executioners, 
pibbets, whecles, racks, and other bloodie cn- 


gines for to torment and make away with thoſe 


who refuſed to obey the edict, Some fled and: 
hid themſclues for feare, others cowardly deni- 
cd Chriſt , ſome through frailtie fainted and 
were oucrcome with force of torments. And 
many by the grace of-our Lord came of vito- 
rious. But all were afflited, and it was a dread- 
full perſecution. There was a ſquadron of for- 
ty brave ſouldiars , all Chriſtians , and of 
one Prouince of Cappadocia , though of ſeuc- 
rall townes. Their Names were Domzician, En- 
mnoicus , Siſinius , Heraclius ,«eAlexander , Tobn, 
Claudius, Athanaſius,”Valens, Blion Meliton, 
Emudicius, achacius, Viuianus , Heluins, Theonu- 
las , Cirilus , Flauins, Seuertanus , Cirion , Va- 
lerian , Clidion* , Sacerdon, Priſcus , Enticins, 
Smaragnus, Philotimon,,Attins, Michalius, Li: 
fimachus ,Domnus, Theophilus, Entichius, Xan- 
tius , Angierins, Leonicus , Tfichins, Calus, Gor- 
gonins, and Candidus. _ 
The Gouernour Apricolaus , 4 deceitfull 
fatterer, and as cruell as his Maſter , and bar- 
barous miniſtes of his iniquity,called vnto him 
theſe forty valiant warriours ot Chriſt;and faid 
vnto them : that be knew their courage and wa- 
lour to be wery great , under Food hoy they were 
wnited among themſelues , and was well |atisfied 
W:th their proweſſe and braue exploits in the war- 
ge;that be was alſo «ſiuredthat the Emperour had 
2 wery particular aff ettion for them , and an in- 
tention to reveard them for their good and faith- 
full ſeruice. Which rewards if they defired to ob- 
#aine, ani to continue in bis grace and fauoar, be 
exborted them to obey bis emf. Leſt by their diſ- 
obeatence they might fall short of ſo great fauours 
as were expefed from bis liberality, and vithall 
looſe their lizes in the prime of tteir age, Tothis 
the Saints made anſwer : Ff ve haue bebaued our 
ſelues ſo valiantiy , as you ſay , for the Emperour 
of the earth , what do you think we 5hall do now, 
Jhat we are ingazed to fight for the Emperuur 
of beauen ? aſſure yourſelf we Will shew our wa- 
Jour , and per{ener in his ſeruice as long as there 
shall be breath zn our bode. The gouernour thie- 
atned to degrade them from the honour: of 
being ſouldiars ; and giving them time to 


. think better of it, ſent them to priſon. Here 


the bleſled Saints fl] to their prayers, and be- 
ſecched our Lord , that ſeing be had jo often aſ- 
ſiſted them and ginen them the viftorie , when 


The forty Martyrs, 
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they fought for fraile nnd fading things ; he woull 
not leaue them now in 4 combat which they wn. 
dertoock, for his glorie ;, but would ferengthen 
an1beare them out by his powerfull grace and pro. 
teflion. In this prayer they paſſed ouer that 
night, ſinging the Pſalme : 9ut habit at in atig- 
torio «Altiſſimi, in protefione Dei cali commor a+ 
bitur, He that dwelleth in the helpe of the Hi, 
gheſt, shall abide in the protetiion of the God of 
heauen:And other Pſalmesand hymns toChriſt 
our Sauiour : who was pleaſed to appeare vnto 
them, and faid :y0u bane begun Well, loock that 
you continue and perſeuer to the en, For the 
crowne is not giuen bnt to thoſe who do perſeuc, 


QSO 
The next day theGouernour ſent for them agais 


ne;and in the preſence of many Souldiars , their 
trends and acquaintance , hauing commended 
them for ſtout and valiant men , defired them 
tocondeſcend ynto his requeſt , that he might 
be able to pleaſure them, and promote themto 
honoursand preferments. But ſecing that he 
could not ſhake or alter them neither by promi- 
ſes nor by threats he committed them againe to 
priſon, giving order-toAglayo to be their keeper 
and to baue a ſtrict gard ouer them, vntul ſuch ti- 
meas theirCapaitne ſhould returne, and himſelf 
gauc further order what was to be don. Whill 
they were in priſon, one of them, by nane 
Cirion, encouraged his companions in the 
termes. Bretheren it hath pleaſed God to mike 
vs all comnatles by joining vs in one companit, 
Let ws not ſeparate neither in life nor deat, 
«And (eing we haue taken ſo great paines intit 
ſerwice of the Emperoar jw hois 4 mortall man,is 
many bard and dangerous encounters, for t0 gant 
birloue and fauour;et ws beſtirr ourſelues now fit 
the king of beauen , and lay done our liue i 
kis quantell, For be vill be jure to pay vs wil, 
and giue vs in recompenſe & happie and etand 
life : which Licinins 1s not able to do. How oft, 
When Ye were eutountering With our enemii, 
bane we called upon God for belpe , and preſeath 
found the effet? of our prayers ? andcan vethint 
then that he will be wanting wnto vs in thi'|0 
glorious an occafion?let ws haue recourſe unto pr: 
er and implore the aſſiſtance of cur Lord. For bei 
faithfull in bis promiſes , and is the protefiund 
thoſe who do ſuffer for him. Seauen _ after 
their Captainc returned home , and the Sails 
were brought out of priſon for to be preſented 
before him. As they were going along, Cir 
faid to his companions : ve hae three enemi 
to encounter , the deuill, the Gowernonr , and 
Captaine ; or to ſpeake more properly » Ve hav 
but one only enemie , to wit the dexill , who hen 
inuifible maketh w/e of the other two, as 15 # 
gents ann miniſlers for to Wage Yar againſt 
and shall one fengle enemie then defeate and out 
come forty Souldiars of Teſus Chriſt? no n0:111 
impoſſible. The Captaine in preſence of the - 
uernour ſpent much time and many words 
to perſyade them to Icnounce the od 
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ly wounded , in ſo much that their mouths run 
goare blood, whereas the ſouldiars of our Lord 
remained without any hurt at all. The! Cap- 
taine ſeing this , and thinking that it was don 
by art magick , in a turie taketh vpa ſtone, and 
fingeth it at one ot the Saints. But the ſtone 
guided by a more ſure hand , came not neere 
him, at whow it was throwne , but falleth with 
all its force vpon the Gouernours mouth , and 
hurt him greeuouſly. Then were they ſent back 


apaine to priſon , and the officers took time to, 


dliberat what they ſhould do, and what new 
torments they ſhould invent for to overcome 
them, The Saints 1D priſon attended to prayer, 
and ſung the Pſalme ; «Ad te lewani oculos meos, 
qui batitas iz celis. To thee haue F lifted up mine 
ge: vbo dwelleſt in the beauens, Their prayer 
being ended, our Sauiour appeared vnto them: 
and they heard 4 voice , which faid : He that 
believeth in me , although he be dead, (ball lime. 


Haut confidence , and feare not the torments of 


mes, which Laſt but for 4 White. Fight valiantly 
thatyou may be crowned. This vition and cxhor- 
tation did much comfort and encourage them, 
ſothat they paſſed that nigit in great content 
andconfolation, The next day, they were lead 
to the Tribunall for to reccine trom the Go- 
vernour ſentence of death. There was hard by 
the city of Sebaſte, where this happened, 3 lake 
of water. It was ſharp weather, and the ſun be- 
ing ſet , it froze hard , and none doubted but 
that that night the lake would be- congealed 
with thick ice. The wicked Iudge comman+ 
dedthe Saints to be caſt into this lake , there 
to be frozen todeath.he ordained withallthat 
vithia fight ;of the lake there ſhould be pre- 
paredd warme bath,that ifany ofthem, oucrco- 
ne by the rigor ot the cold , and that horrible 
torment, would torſake Chriſt, he might find e- 
alcand arefreſhing ncere at hand, which could 
bot but be a terrible tentation to the Saints, to 
ke before their Eyes 4 remedie of their tor- 
ents, there were gards ſet to watch all night, 
none might hinder the execution ot the 
nce. When this was intimated vnto thoſe 
champions of our Lord , they were much 
comforted withit;and when they were brought 
to the lake; there was no neede for the execus» 
Unners to ſtripthem,, for of their owne accord 
they raclothed themſelues with great haſt and 
loy, laying : The $ouldiars ſtripped our Sauiour 
# garments , and caſt lotts for them ; and he 
ured that affront for our ſinns. Let vs ſtrippe 
Wrſelues for loue of him , to ſatisfy for our off en- 
(ft is certainly harp and paintull to ſuffer 


PR APY -_ 
The forty Martyrs. 
 Chiiſt : but as they remained Riill more firme | 
10 andconſtant; the officers commanded that their 
4 mouths and teeth ſhould be brokenwith ſtones. 
but God did fo diſpoſe that the miniſters who 
were put toexecute that wicked ſentence, after 
they had wearied themſelues, were moſt crucl- 


this meanes, The nippins froſt affieth the flesh. 
But ihe ſpirit delighteth 

reard, The torment Will be sbort , and the glotie 
eternal. Let vs exchange one night for 4 day 
that newer vill hane night nor end. 1f our (ette be 
froxen , they will be the more nimble for to dance 
with the «Angells in heauen. If our hands fall 
of for cold, they shall one day embrace thc Lord 
who gaue them vs, How many of our companions 
baue bin ſlaine in the varrs for their loyattie to 
anearthly Prince? and ve for to teſtify our fidelity 
to God , shall we not expoſe our lines ? how many 
criminalls baue ſuffered greater torments then 
this is *lett ws therefore giue thanks to Godgtbat 
ve ay for Inſtice . for wertne ,and for the confeſ< 
tn of bis faith. Then turning toow Lord, they 
offered themſelues vato him tor a Sacrifice,and 
Holocauſt, which wasto be conſummated by 
water and not by fire. Being armed with this 
prayer, and clothed withithe tpirit of our Lord, 
they caſttheinfclues naked into the lake;begg- 
ing of ourLord that as they entred forty together 
into the li and place of combat , they meght come 
forth as many conqnerours , not as much as one 
failing of that [acred number. But as the cold 
was molt bitter,one amongſt them being quite 
oucrcome with the exceſhue paine that he en> 
dured , calling vpon the gard, came out of the 
lake , and eatered into the bath, where he dyed 
loone after, leauing his thirty nine companions 
on the one ſide much afflited and pierced with 
{orrow for the irreparable lofſe of their yn- 
tortunate comrade ; but on the other fide a- 
gaine more firmly determined and reſolued by 
his diſaſter to dy , if need were , 4 thouſand de- 
aths tor Ic ſas Chriſt. Then litting vp their eyes 
to heauen they prayed God to mitigate the r1- 
vor of that biting cold ; or to give them torce 
to beare it paticntly to the end. It was a mar» 
uellous thing that at midnight there appeared 
oucr the Saints an immenſe brightaes, the heat 


itſelf with the bope of 


whereof melted the ice, and warmed the water. 
Then came Angellsdowne from heauen with 
nine and thirtic erownes, which they put vpon 
the heades of thoſe that remained in the lake, 
One of the gard that was awake whillt the 
others ſlept, being ſtrucken with this new and 
ſtrange ſight , and prevented with the ſpirit of 
God, awakeneth 1n all haſt his companions, 
and caſting of his clothes, leaped naked into 
the lake among the holy Martyrs , and cryed 
out aloude that be was & Chriſtian. And fo fup- 
lied the roome of that vatortunate renegate 
who had loſt his crowne ; that as they entred 
forty into the combat, forty might come forth 
victorious ahd triumphant; and that we might 
all admire and reucrence the iuſt and ſecret 
iudoment' of God , who permittcth thoſe that 
are {tanding to fall, and raiſeth vp thoſe that 
are tallen. And in place of a Chriſtian that tai- 


leth chooſeth I gentill to win the crowne ; 
and when Iudas it caſt forth , maketh Matthias 


wo eld, But it Wi} be {weete to enioy beaues by 
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—— an Apoſtle; that none ſhould” confide in him- 


Io? 


MARCH? well. But that all our confidence be in his pure 


| ſhould be all of them taken out of the water, 


- 


- put thee in poſſeſſion of Paradiſe. The cold ice 


ſelf or hold himſelf ſecure for hauing begun 


mercy and goodnes. 

The morning being come, the wicked mi- 
niſters found the holy Martyrs almoſt frozen 
and dead,and among them one of their com- 
panions. But when Agricolaus vaderſtood 
that he bad tripped himlelf and leaped into 
the lake, and proclamed himſelf to be a Chri- 
ſian , for having ſcenthe heauenly light , and. 
the crownes vpon the headsof the nine and 
thirty Souldiars , being exceedingly enraged | 
thereat, in great fury he commanded that they 


and have their leggs broken with leauers, and | 
ſo be all quickly diſpatched. The holy ſouldtars | 
in that torment repeated often thoſe words 
of the Royall Prophet: «Anima noſtra ſtcut paſ- 
ſer ereptaeſt de laqueo venantium : laquens con- | 
rritus eft (7 nos berati ſumus. Adiutorium no- | 
ftram in Nomine Domini , qui fect celum oF 
terram. Our ſoule as 4 ſparroV is deliuered from 
the ſnare of the foulers. The ſnare is broken, and 
we are delizered. Our belpe is in the Name of | 
our Lord, who made beauen and earth, And con- 
cluding this prayer with «Ames , they yeclded | 
vp their bleſſed ſoules vato himthat had cre- | 
ated and redeemed them with his blood for 
to crowne them in heauen. Their bodies were 
taken and carricdto be burnt.But finding that 
one of the bleſſed companic, whoſe name was 
Mcliton , was yct a liue,as being young and 
Rropger then the reſt , the officers left 
him , hoping that he might rclent and forſake 
Ieſus Chriſt. But Melitons mother ſceing this, 
taketh her ſonne vpon her ſhoulders, and go- 
eth with bim after the bodies of the other 
Saints that were carricd to be burnt : and in 
the way ſpoke thus vato him : «My deere child, 
the fruit of my bowells , bov bappie shall T be , if 
thow perſeuereſt and dyeſt for Chriſt ! bleſſed chall 
be the wombe tha bore thee nine months and hap- 
#1 the breaſts that gave thee ſuck. Pluck, wp thy 
ſpirits o thou light of my eyes , and ſtand firme 
and conſtant , that thou mayeſs entoy the eternall 
light , and illuminate my darknes. When thou 
aidft go to fight for an earthly Prince, I accompa 
ied thee always vith teares , for that the danger 
wasgreat,andthe gains ſmall. But nov1 do atcom- 
pane thee with incredible toy and content, becauſe 
this thort  Martyrdome Will bring thee t0 an 
eternity of glorie.The Angell, that brought thee 
the crowne from heanen , (tands expefing for to 
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bath brought thee to the gates of beauen, aud the 
fire will make thy entrance into the preſence of 
our Lord. Suff er m) ſonne that litle which remat= 
_—_ #0 make thee 4 «Martyr, and me 4 bappie 
another. For as God through. his fayour did teſ- 
zo thee wpon me, ſo will Treturn thee unto bim 


The forty Martyrs. 


| ter ,and thou ba## brought ws ous into eſte 


ag aine With great content and ſatisfatiun. Let 


other mothers , that haue uo certaine hope of the 
ſaluation of their children , bewaile them if thy 
pleaſe. But J , who am certaine of thine in ful 
of lamenting , 40 reivice with thee. Aud tg trg 
thee to expel me aboue in heauen , and to make 
znterceſſion to God: for her who brought thee faqth 
into this tranſutorie life , and nov by Martyrh. 
me doth deſire to bring thee forth the ſecond timeiy. 
to an eternall lifes As the gallant and COuragious 
Mother was holding this diſcourſe to her fon. 
ne , he dyed happily in her armes. And ſhe 
mot contented to ſee him now ſecure, toock 
his dodie , and threw it into the cart withthe 
other Saints bodies, that they might all burg 
together ; and would not part thence vatill (he 
law it conſumed into aſhes. O ſtout and coy: 
ragious woman , inflamed with the loue of 
Gud ! that had the hart to throw into the fir 
with her owne hands , thole very member 
which had bin formed in her wombe , had big 
{uſtained and taken groweth by her milk ,and 
arrived at thoſe yeares through her greatcar 
and paines j Mother that defircd with her eyes 
to ſee dy that ſonn to whom ſhe had giucnlits 
eftecoung 1ta greater happines for him to dy for 
Chriſt , then to liye without Chriſt 1O thatdl 
mothers would leara of this good Mother to 
bring vp their children ,to procure them tryg 
and cternall happines,to draw them from fadi 
and perishable things,the loue wherofdothas 
ke drunk and belott the children of this world 
The tyiant not content to hauc burnt thy | 
Bodies of theſe glorious Martyrs, fearing they 
might come to be honored by the Chriltiang, 
commanded their bones and aſhes to be |} 
into the riucr. But God, who is no lc& 
Lord of the waters then ofthe earth, conſerved 
them ſo un the riger that they were not lol 
nor diminiſhed ; but ſhined like arts in the 
heauen.And theSaints appearing to the Bilhoy, 
who was called Peter , gave hing notice whe 
and in what condition their Relicks were, Thy 
good Biſhop came withall bis clergie in amol 
tolexnne manner to the riger , and renerent! 
taking trom thence that ſacred treaſure ;laj 
it vp 4n a decent place; to the glorie of lelw 
Chriſt who did overcome ond triiumph in hi 
Soldiars ; and to the contuſion of the deuil 
with their miniſters, that fo cruelly perk 
them, arming all the elements againſt them F# 
on carth they were put to torments; the af 
of the night , being wonderfully ſharp, piexce 
them with col; the fire burnt them. Anditei 
Relicks were caſt into the water *there to bs 
diſpcried and loſt, ſo. that they may fay wi 
the Prophet : we haue paſſed through fire aud 


ing. Atterwards their Relicks were tranllate 

to Conſtantinople, and were hidden in 3 8# 

den, vatill the Saints themſclues appearing id 

Pulcheria the Empreſlc , rcuealed vato het 

where they were. And then they were P! i 
in 


The forty Martyrs; 


- ia the Church of Saint Thyrſus, 4 famous Mar- 
q ty1, The Martyrdome of theſe forty holy Soul- 
1 diars is written by Metaphraſtes , and before 


him by Saint Gregorie Niſſen , who hath two 
homilies of them ; as alſo his Brother , Saint 
Bahill the great, made an excellent oration in 
their praiſe , where he deſcfibeth the ſtorie of 
their Martyzdome : and ſpeaketh thus vnto 
them. 0 holy quzre , o ſacred companie , 0 inuin- 
ble /quadron , protefors and dfader of buman 
tnd, companions in our cares , fauourers of our 
requeſts, and prayers , powerfull embaſſadours of 
aur frailty with God, ftarrs of the World, flow- 
a1 of the Church , inhabitants not of earth but of 
heauen. The gates of Paradiſe were ſet open for 


' y0# , becauſe you became 4 Wounderfull ſpeAXacle 


to the «Angells , to the Patriarks , the Prophets, 
and all the Saints. In your youth you contemned 
life and lowed God more then you didyour Parents 
aud your children ;in the flower of your age you 
glorified our Lord in you r members : by your e- 
xample you bane raiſed thoſe that Were fallen vp- 
beld thofe that were Faggering in faith that they 
wight not fall : yow haxe ſtrengtbued the weaks 
hd feeble, ond made yay for the floute and ſtrong 
tifulloy you. You baue _—_— all together to 
fl oe ann the ſame trophee of your vifoue, 
firto be revarded with one and the [ame crovne of 
gi is heawes. The Maityrdome of theſe 

ints bappencd vpon the ninth of March in 


the years three hundred and fixteeenc. Vpon | 


whichday their fealt was kept, vatill of late by 
reaſon of the ſollemnity of Saint Francis of 
Rome, which is a double , it hath bin tranſla- 
ted to the tenth of the ſame month. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT GREGORIE 
the Great , Pope , and Doftor of 
* the Ghurch, 


ng all holy Do&ors and Bi- 
\&F ſhops, that for their ſingular yertue 

a We bayc bin ſurnamed Great , there 
WAA is none who hath more iuſtly de- 
*IF3S (crued that title then Saint Grego- 
te;a Perſon in all reſpefts truly Great ; tor 
binh, for riches , for ſanRity ; for dignity, arid 
mMracles; as will appcare in this lite , which 
Ve have collefted out of Ioha the deacon,an 
Wient Author , who writ it in foure {boocks; 
ad out of Metaphaſtes ,and ſome other graue 
Authorg > Who hauc employed their wit and 
WIXne to repreſent to lite the famous deeds 


W— 


lcrocall vertues of this great Saints And | 


eAnd becauſe Saint Gregorie was 2 Religious 
man, deacon, Cardinall, and laſtly, Pope; and 
in cucry one of theſe different conditions was 
a modcll of vertue; we will ſett downe how 
he be haved himſelf in each one. 
Saint Gregorie was born at Rome. His fa- 
thers name was Gordianus , of the ranck of 
Senatours, and A moſt wealthic man; bis Mo- 
ther was called Syluia , a waman no lefle ver- 
tuous then nobly born, He was grandchild of 
Saint Felix te third, 4 moſt holy Pope , and 
Nephew of the bleſſed Tarkilla , virgin ; who 
at the houre of her death deſcrued to heare the 
mulick of heaven , and to ſee our Lord Iefſus, 
who came to receiue her happie foule, He was 
Baptiſed by the name of Gregoxie , which 19 
greck ſignihicth T1izilanr God intending eyen 
then from his infancy to declare with what care 
and vigilancy he.was to attead to his owne 
and his neighbours faluation. And this was 
loone more cleerly diſcouered by his good in- 
clination , by his great witt, and the diligence 
and application, by which in a ſhort time he 
learncd all kind ot litterature, human and de- 
uine ;and allo by his exemplar modeſty and 
gravity in his 'conuerlation from his youth. 
Whilſt his father was living , he imployed higg- 
{elt in the affaires of the commonwealth, and 
was Goyernoeyr of Rome. But tooge after, whea 
he could difpole of himſelf and of his ſtate ; he 
byilc ſix Monaſteries in Sicily , and an o- 
ther at Rome of his OWne houſe, anda Chur ch 
dedicated to Saint Andiew the Apoſtle. Toall 
theſe Manatteries he aſſigned competent mea» 
anes tor the maintenance of theReleligious.The 
relt oi þjs Patrimonic ( which was very great 
and ample) he fold, and diſtcibuted the mony 
to the poore, But not being content to hauc 
g1nen, all his meanes toGod | he offered him 
telt vnto him as 2 pertc& holocauſt, and too- 
ke 4 Religious habite , for to paſſe over his 
lite in holy pouexty, with 2 generus contempt 
of all that is not God: which he had defired 
to do long betore ,as himſelt writeth to galnt 
Leander 1n his pretace to his moralls , but hith- 
erto was hindered by ſeuerall occalions and 
occurrencies. He became a Monk in the Mg» 
nalicric which himſelf had founded at Rome, 
where Yalencius, 4 venerable man,tor {antti- 
ty was Abbot , and had goucrned before an 
other Monaſtery in the Prouince of Valeriay 
where Saint Equitius ,amoſt holy man, much 
commended by Saint Gregorie , had founded 
ſcucrall Monatteries, In this Monaſterie he did 
ſo excell in all Religious perteRion , that he 
was looked vpon as 4 mirrour, and pattern 
of vertue for the reſt to imitate, And atter A 
while was choſen by them for Abbot and Pre» 
late, though much againſt his will , for he de» 
liced more to obey thea to command. His obe= 
dicnce was extraordinary ,his prayer molt ters 
ucuc, and his faſts continual, All the tume that 
; | he could 
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Saint Gregotie the Great , Pope; and Door: 


he could ſpare , he ſpent in contemplation of 


10, heavenly things : whereby he had ſo weakned 
MArcH his ftomack, that he was ſubic& to freqent 


fainting , and to remedie it was forced to take 
now and then ſome ſuſtenance for to recouer 
nature, and hinder it from vtter'y decaying. 
This happened ſo often , that cuen vpon ſatur 

day in holy weeke , not being able to faſt, te 
was much troubled and affifted, Wherefore he 


calleth voto him one of the Religious, by name 7 


Eleutheriuvs, who was ſaid tp hage 1ailed 4 dead 
man to lite, and defiring him to ioine his pray- 
ers with him , entercth hisoratorie ; and theie 
with many tcares and ſobbs beſeecheth our 
Lord togrant him force and ſirength tor to fait 
that day.For the Saints are not tenfible of their 
infirmities and diſeaſes, but only when they arc 
a binderance vnto them in performing works 
of pennance. Our Lord heard his prayer , and 
did ſo ftrenghen him , that he faſted that day, 
and could have continued his taſtalſothe day 
' following His ordinary tare in the Monalſterie 
was 4 certaine pulſe , which his mother Syluia 
ſent him every day in a filuer diſh. It happened 
Once that as Saint Gregorie was writing, there 
appeared before him an Angell of Heaven in 
forme and quality ofa poore marchant;that had 
ſuffered ſhipwrack , and thereby was brought 
to great want and neceſſity : he addrefſed him- 
ſelt vato him, and begged an almes: Saint Gre- 
gorie commands hisProcurator to give Eimfrx 
cones. The marchant replyeth that be had loft 
much , and that this Was but 4 ſmall reliefe, and 
defired tim to conſider bis caſe, and gine bim & gre- 
ater almes. The Saint giveth preſcntly order 
that he ſhould have fix crownes more. Three days 
after the marchant returns againe, and with tc- 
ares int his eyes beggeth 4 new ſupply, for that 
he wwas brought to an extremity. Saint Gregoric 
commands fix other crownes to be ginen him; 
and when the Procurator told him that tbere 
was acither mony nor o:ber thing left in the bouſe 
#0 be ginen away, beſides the filuer plate in Which 
bis mother wjed to (end unto him babes and pulſe: 
gine bim then that plate , ſaith the Saint. 
From hence forth Saint Gregorie wrought 


ſo many miracles, that it was maniteſt that that | 


oore man Was an Angell of our Lord, and 


ſtowed vpon him, without ecuer being offended 
at his importunity, was moſt giratetull] and ac- 


ceptable vnto Gog. He ſent one day young 


Monke for to buy ſome things for the vſe ot 
the' Monaſtery ,and gaue him tor his companion 
an other ancient and graue man.the young man 
kept for himleif part of the mony , which the 
other knew nothing of ( and we muſt not 


wonder it in that Monaſterie , or 'in others, | 
where the beſt diſcipline and order 1s kept, 
there be ſometimes a Iudas, ſcing there was 
one in the College of the Apoſtles) and retur- 
ning home ,as be was commung 1n at the gate, 


| 
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the devjll entered into him, and caſt him'o1 
the ground. The Religious came about him | 

and by their prayers ficed him But being de-uiſf 
mandcd by the holy Abbot it he had {tolenany 
thing ,he ſiffly denied it,and preſently the devil 
ſeizing vpon him as betore,cruelly tormenteg 
him. And this haþpened eight times , that the 
goodRc<ligious by their prayers droue the deyil 


trom him, and he fti]] returned vnto him aney 


becauſe he {tood obſitinat in aly: vatill at length 
be confeſſed, the truth, proſtrating himſelt a 
Saint Gregorics fecte ;and when he had huns 
bly accepted and performed the pennance that 


was enioyned him , he was delivered from the 
power of the wicked ſoirit. There was a Monck 
that was determined to quitt his habite, and 
leaue the Monuſterie. He had no ſooner made 
the 1cſolution , but he became blinde, and be- 


gan to tremble and crye out , and wat out of 


is ſences , not knowing what he did. Saint 
Cregorie commanded that he ſhould be carried 
befoze Saint Andrew his Altar, where theRe- 
ligious aſſembled together tor to pray for him, 
When he came to himſc}t, he contefled that 4 
wene: able vuld man ban appeared vnto him, andti- 
prehended him , ſaying : what ? wilt thou forſak 
thy eMonaſterie? and then delinered bim to @ fow 
le black, dogg , to be wounied by him: but fot th 
prayers and interteſſion of the Religious the old 
man bad freed bim azaine from that great and 


fearfnll ma##1ue dogg Which came towards him. 


An other Monk had adefigne to run away { 
cretly from the Monaſterie; As he was entring 
the oratorie the deuill tormented him, but lt 
him as ſoone as he went out ; and as often at 
he cndeauoured toenter into the oratorie fill 
tormented him : this happened very freqenth, 
and Saint Gregorie asked him the reaſon of it 
and he cooleſſed ingenuquſly his teatation;The 
Saint made all the Monks to pray for him fot 
three days : and he was deliuered both fromthe 
tentation, and moleſtation of the wicked ſpirit 
ypon an other time two Religious run awaj 
from the Monafterie, and fearing to be over 
taken and diſcouered, hid themſclues in a caue 
neete to the high way, and the more toſecute 
themfclues, blocked vp the mouth of it with 
ſtones. Saint Gregorie ſent after them : and 


and that the almes which he had ſo frecly be- | thoſe that went to lecke them going fromone 


- place to an other , lighted at length vpon this 


caue, were the renegats were ,and could not 
make their horſes to paſſe on further by w 
hi 


' meancs or induſtric that they could vie, W 


made them think that this was not a caſuall ac- 
cident , but ſome extraordinary ſigne of Gods 
will. Wherefore they alighted , and removed 


| the ſtones from the mouth of the caue ; and 
| entering in found the two Monks flat vpon the 


ground , and brought them back to the con- 
uent. And they as well for this miracle , asf0t 
Saint Gregories exhortations, came to acknow- 


lege their tault, whuch ſerued them tor to be- 
"I. __— 
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Yi the obſeruance of Religious diſcipline, Sairit 
acl Gregorie came to vnderſtand that a certaine 


» 


Saint Gregorie the Great, Pope ; and-Do&or? 


come afterwards more feruent and faithfull in 


Monk that was fick , and readie to dy , had 
hoarded vp three hundred crownes. This ſee- 
med vnto him to be ſo greeuous an offence 
that he commanded the Prior of the Monaſte- 
ric, whoſe name was Prectoſvs,to ſee that none 
of the Religious ſhould viſit him or afford him 
any comfort, to the end that ſeeing himſelf thus 
neglefted by all, he mightat leſt in that extre- 
mity, acknowlege his fault , do pennance, and 
come to be ſaued. The poore man dycd , and 
the Saint would not permit his body to be bu. 
ried with the reſt, but to be caſt vpon 4 dung- 
hill together with his three hundred crownes: 
and all the Monks ſaid : pecunia tua tecum ſit in 
perditionem: thy mony be with thee unto perditi» 
0n.,This rigor was very proftable:for when the 
proprictarie Monk petceiued that all ahhorred 
tim; he had great feeling of his crime , and 
dyed penitent : and the reſt , that they might 
not incur the like puniſhment , layd at the 
Abbots feete all that they had , even thoſe 
things which they might Kkeepe according to 
the Rule. After thirty days the holy Father ta» 
king compaſſion ofthe ſoule of this poore man, 
tommanded Precioſus to ſay Maſle tor him eve- 
ry day for thirty days conſequently : atthe end 
wherof the deceaſed Monk appeared to a bro- 
therothis, that wasa Religious man , and told 
him that be bad bin in Purgatorie vntill that 
iq, but that now by the mercy of God he vas 
going to glorie: And this was the effect of the 
thirty Maſſes, which Salnt Gregorie commian- 
dedto be ſaid for him; whence came the cuf- 
tomeof ſaying thirty Maſſes for the dead, which | 
are ralled the Maſies of Sant Gregorie About 
the fame time there was in the Monaſterie a 
youth called Thodore , who lived theremore 
for neceſſity theti out ofany good will, becauſe 
be had a brother there that was Religious, 
he was vnquiet and troubleſome,arid too much 
guen to liberty ; and skotfed at thoſe , who 
poke to him of being 4 Monk. He was taken 
with the plague , and Saint Gregorie with the 
felt of the Religious were praying for him.He 
vs now dying , for his limns were cold, and 
there temained only ſome life in his breſt:when 
| depan to cry oat with a dreadtull voice to 
hoſe that were praying by him : Depart, depart 
bence ,for 1 am delinered ourr 10 4 dragon | 

Þ bt devoured,ond he can not denonre me in your 
Preſence; He hath me alredie by the head; bat for 
Yepett to you be can not diſpatch me. Saint Gre- 
g0tic bid him make the fizne of the boly Croſſe. 
And he anſwered :} would faine make it, but 
the fins of the dragon do hinder me. Saint Gre- 
gorie with his Monks redoubles his prayers 
ad feruor , ſhedding many tcares for that po- 


and cheerfull voice ſaid vnto them" your prayers 
baue bindered the dr agon from deuouring me. He 
is now gon. Pray to our Lord for me , that be 
will pardon me my finns. For F am fully reſolue1 
now to become 4 Religious man. Thus was the 
poore Child, that was euen loſt gained by Saiat 
Gregories praycrs,and together with his health 
he recouered the grace of God and pardon of 
his fians. | OR. 
Saint Gregorie as he was paſſing one day by 
a market , ſaw young youths to be there {old 
as ſlaues :they were of a faire complexion, well 
leatured, and of a comely grace, The Saint en- 
*quired whence they were? andit wasanſwered 
him that they Were of the Enzlish nation. He as- 
ked if thoſe of that countrey were Chriſtians or 
heathens , they told him that they ere yet bea- 
thens. Wherevpon he wept for compaſſion, and 
taid : what? shall ſathan poſseſſe the ſoules of theſe 
eAngelicall bodies ? And went ſtraight ways to 
the Pope; Bencdi& the firit , and defired him to 
ſendpreachers into England, for to enlighten that 
blind nation, and conuert it to thefaith of Chriſt: 
and offered himfelif moſt vilingly to go , if bis 
Holimes would pleaſe to gine bim bis bene tit710n. 
The Pope was well content , and Saint Grego- 
gorie in companie of ſonic other great ſcruants 
of God, preſently begun his journey. But as 
- foone as hisdeparture was knowne, the poeple 
of Rome were in a great conſternation; in ſo 
much that as the Pope was going to Saint Pe- 
ters, they ſurrounded him in greattroupes, and 
cryed outto him, Holy Father you baue much 
of} ended Saint Peter ,you haue undone Rome by 
permitting Gregorie to go forth of it. The Pope 
tearing 4 mutinic and yprore of the poeple,lent 
to call him back , and commanded him to go 
to his Monaſterie, There the Saint abiding to- 
me while with much quiet , and content , was 


- forced to leave his reſt ; and come into the 


world. For Pelagius the ſecond, who ſucceeded 
Benedi&,made fic deacon Cardinall, and fent 
him to Conſtantinople, there to be his Legate, 
and to treate with the Emperour Tiberius a- 
bout affaires of very great importance , in the 
management whercot Saint Gregorics ſanity, 
learning, and prudence proucd to be very 
victull. Who being thus compelled to leaue his 
Monaſterie tor to vadertake that expedition, 
Went accompanied with diverſe of his Rehigi= 
ous , who were are willing to go with him, * 
that in their companie and holy conuerſation be 
might the better conſerne choſe good exerciſes (as 
he 1aith himſelf which he badlearnedin the Mo- 
naſterie. He was well recciued at Coniiantino= 
ple by the Emmperovr ; and he obtained of him 
all thathedeſiicdia order to the aftaires about 
which he came. There he got acquaintance 
and great familiarity with Saint Leander,Arch-= 
biſhgp of Sewill ;3whocame to Conttantinople 
to demand ſuccour of TibetiusEmperout in the 


Ne ſoule that was periſhing. And after a litle 
While the ickman with a lecenc COuntenance | 


name of SaigtHermenegildus Prince of Spaine, 
| | Kkk | wt a 
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who together with the Catholick partic was 
oppreſſed by his father Leovigildus and the A- 


Saint Leander, Saint Gregorie ſet himſelf to 
write at Conſtantinople his fiveand thirty ad- 
mirable boocks of Moralls vponIob, which he 
finiſhed afterwards at Rome. Of which boccks 
Saint Ifidore faith that if all the members of our 
bodre were tongues they could not explicare the 


mſleries they containe ;no7 the precepts of good 


lite which they giue; nor the eloquence with which 
;/ e&y are written, Whilſt he retided at Conſtan- 
tinople, he had a great diſpute with the Patri- 
ark Eutychius; whom he conuinced before the 
Emperour,and made him to recant and to bur- 
ne a boock which he had written erroneouſly 
concerning the future Reſurre&ion of the bo- 
Gies, For although Evtychius were a holy man, 
who had ſuftered perſecution: and had bin ba- 
niſhed for the Catholick faith , had wrought 
miracles, and was eminent for many vertues : 
yet Almighty God permitted him to fall intoa 
Src euous error for his owne humiliation, and 
our example and caution. He taught that ozr 
todies after the generall Reſuriettion shall not be 


palpable or ſuch as may be felt , nor of flech and | 
boxes , but Inore ſabtill then the aire. But Saint | 


Gregorie proved vnto him by convincing tea- 
ſons and argumen:s, that they art to be palpable 
and of true flech in its nature, although that be« 
ang adorned with glori e and immortality , they 
sball bane the quaitty of penetrability or free po+ 
Wver of paſſage cuen a5 our Lord FejusChrif? after 
bis gloriows Reſurrefion entred the rome Where 
bis aiſciples were, the doores betng shut; andsbews 
ing them bis fezte and hands ſaid: handle and ſee. 
For # ſpirit hath not flesb and bones , as you ſee 
#? tobaye.Eutychius was convinced and tully 
>cr[waded of the truth. -And not long after 
falling fick and being readie to dy he tooke vp 
with bis hand the skin of his arme, and ſaid : F 
do confeſſe that we sball all rije againe in this 
flesh. Saint Gregorie had alſo a greeuous fick- 
ncs at Conſtantinople ,of which he recouered, 
intime of his abode there, Maximian Abbot of 
his Monaſteric with ſome of his' Monks came 
to vifite him: Who in their return from Con- 
ſtantinople had 4 moſt horribe tempeſt by ſea. 
The ſtern was loſt, the mait broken , the failes 
carricd away, and they floated thus eight days 
in ſuch cnident danger , that they had caſt 
away all hopes ot eſcaping : for the ſhip did not 
ſceme to be aboue water , but the water run 
ouer the ſhip. They had all of them ſaluted and 
embraced one an other, and taken ( as they 
thought) their laſt leaue , whep on the niath 
day the ſhip was brought to the harbour of 
Cotton in the Kingdome of Naples. But Maxi» 
mian and his companions were no ſooner co- 
me to ſhore, but the ſhip ſunck to the bottome 
in the haucn : and they did all afluredly belie- 
ue that Saint Gregories prayers had preſerned 


them from being drovned; and that onr Lordper 
mitted them not to perish an that ſtorme:Yho ba 
come jo far ; and taken Jo great paines for to wiſe 
his Seruant. 

When he had happily concluded all affaires 
at Conſtantinople , Tiberius being now dead, 
and Mauricius hauing ſucceeded in theEmpire 
with whom he dealed concerning the tate of 
Italy, he returned to Rome in compabie of 
Smaragdus ,Generall tor the new Emperour, 
who came with fouldiars to defend Italy from 
che Lombards : that rauaged it. Saint Grepotie 
brought with him from Conſtantinople anar 
me of Saint Andiew the Apoſtle ; for whon 
he had a very ſpeciall deuotion, and the head 
ot Saint Luke the Evangeliſt, Which at this day 
are ſcene and reuerenced atR ome, He was reces 
ived by Pope Pelagius and by all the Citty azan 
Angell trom heaucn. Although the Emperoun 
forces repreſied the Lombards, and there wa 
now ſome peace and quiet in the countrey. Yet 
heauen began to make I fierce and terrible wat 
againſt the City otRome by ſtrange inundatiou 
ot water, For the river Tyber ſwelling with 
abundance of raine did fo overflow the banks 
that with its violent and boiſterous ſreame it 
threw downe many houſes , and infected the 
city with a multitude of ſ{erpents ; and } 
dragon, that came vpon the river : which when 
they weie dead , corrupted the aire, Whenes 
followed 4 molt cruell plague,whith deſtroyed 
a world of poeple , ſothat the houſes were [> 
emptie , and the Church without 4 head and 


Paſtor, for it took away Pelagius the Pope, 


was 4 fad andlamentable time at Rome; and 
the citizens were much afflicted; and had no 
other conſolation after God, then the preſence 
ot Saint Gregorie : who by his holines of lik, 
by his great courage and prudence was thoy- 
ohtto be able to afford ſome comfort andre- 
medie of their great miſeries; And therefore 
both poeple and clergie intended to chooſe hin 
Pope and vniuerſall Paſtor of the Chutrch.But 
the Saint for his great humility would notcon- 
ſent tothe elefion, Yet ſeeing the whole cif 
ſo bent vpon it he told them that be would 
accept the charge , if the Emperonr eMauiiast 
did gine his conſent thereunto. For the Empe 
rours in thoſe days , without any right orlay- 
full authority, tor reaſons of ſtate, had vſurped 
and taken to themſelues the power and prete: 
minence of approving and confirming ti 
election which the clergie and poeple of Rome 
made of the Pope, conceiuing that they liuing 
at Conſtantinople, and the Pope in Italy, if be 
were not a man, whom they might contide it, 
they might ſufter ſome inconuenience fron 
him ; and on the other fide the Popes by real 
of the neceſſity they had of the Emperount# 
uour, tolerated this ſubiection, Saint Gregone 
thought that Mauricius the Emperour , bein 
his intimate fiend ,would at his requelu 

| & Jl 
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fe him fo far as not to giue his conſent to this 
eleftion ; and therefore writ 2 moſt efficacious 


8 letter to defire him by no meanes to approue 


the eleion which the Romans had made. But 
Germanus , who was the Gouernour of Rome 


(as Tohn the deacon faith) or Saint Gregories | 


zwnc brother , according to what Saint Gre- 
tie of Tours writeth;, vnderſtanding. what 
yas done , tooke Saint Gregories letters and 
topped them ; and writ others in his owne na- 
me and in the name ofthe Senate, Clergie and 
all the city , humbly beſeeching the Emperour 
ty confirme and ratifie this elefTion ; for that they 
wonld chink, of no better remeaie of the many mi- 
ſeries and ſad afflions , v nder Which they lay 
groaning, then to be put under the fatberly care 
aud prote ion of ſo holy and incomparable 4 man, 
An exþrefle was diſpatched with theſe letters 
in all haſt , but in the meane while the plague 
was very fierce and killed many, and God po+ 
wed downe his wrath vpon the city ; for the 
alaying whereof Saint Gregorie beſides the 
conticuall prayers,which himlſclf, his Religious, 
and other ſeruarits of Gad made , ſpoke to the 
le , and exhorted them to do penrnance, 
and to acknoviege. that this punichment was 
ſent them -from beauen for their fins , which 
thy ought to lament With bitter teares \, and 
aniend their lines , Jotoning the example of 
the Njninites ; who by meanes of penance and 
fating anſerned their city \, againſt Yhich our 
Lord bad alredie by his Prophet Jonas prononn- 
ted /enterce of 4:ſolation and defrufion. And 
to this purpoſe made an admirable ſpeech to 
the peple; And whilſt he was ſpeaking , in 
kfle then an houre , there dyed in the very 
place foureſcore perſons ſuddenly; For all this 
the Saint loſt not courage ; but comforted his 
Auditors; ſetting before their eyes on the one 
theit owne danger ;andon the other the 
mercy of our Lord; He appointed that on 
the next day there ſhould be inſtituted f 
generall ProceMhon, or rather ſeatien Prote- 
flonsin one ; of the clergie , ofthe ſeciilats , of 
the Monks , of the Nunns, of the married wos 
wen; of widows and of childrei, arid that eachi 
We of theſe degrees ſhould go forth of theit 
particular Church, and mike thicir Proceſſion 
by themſelues ;all ſinging the litanies , vatill 
*) came to the Chutch of Saint Maria Maior; 
te all the Proceſſions were to mieete. There 
Vat carried itt Proceſſion our Blefled Ladys 
pttute painted by Saint Luke. It was i thing 
Vorthie of admiration , that where the Image 
Q, the corrupt aire went back and; gauc 
lace; And Saint Gregorie litting vp his eyes 
bop the caſtle or ancient ſepulcher of A- 
the Emper Angell parti ; 
"ip pcrour , an Angell fratting vp a 
ord into the ſcabbard : wi reby he vader- 
vod that the iuſt anger of our Lord wasnow 
hens ſceng he hi2%, commanded theAngel! 
" Withdraw bis Fad from vetigeanice , as he 
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did. And for this cauſe that place was euer af- - 
thus was Rome delivered from that dreadfull 


paine, being in great feare and ſolicitude of 
what the Emperour might anſwer : who 
when he heard what ele&ion had bin made at 
Rome , was exceedingly glad that he had an 
occaſion offered him to honour 2 perſon fo 
well deſerving. And the letters which he writ 
back ,did expreſlce with what contentmeat he 
approued the ele&ion which they had made. 
When the Saint heard this news, he refolued 
to fly: the city and to hide himſelf. He agreed 
with certaine marchants , changed his habite; . 
and went ſecretly out of Ro:ne. being diſguiſed 


| and wandring vp and downe in the mountai- 


nes, in woods aud holes , he did ſhun thatgre» 
ateſt honour and preferment with as much 
induſtrie and cagernes as others do ſeeke and 
ſue for it. But our Lord, who had choſen him, 
and who exaltcth the humble, diſcouered hint 
by 2 pillar of light which ſhined ouer his head, 
and. accompanied him whitherſocuer he went. 
By this light he was found out by thofe whom 
the city ſerit out 1h ſearch of him , and being 
brought to Rome he was conſecrated Vicar ot 
Teſus Chriſt in Saint Peters Church,notwith= 
ſtanding the reſiſtance he made. . 
Atlength he ſubmitted to the will of God, 
who declared vnto him by ſo many teſtimonies 
that he would be ferued by him in that place 
and dignity ofSoucraine Paſtor;and acquieſced 
to the ele&ion. He was conſecrated ypon the 
third of September ; vpon which day the holy 
Churchcelebtateth his ordination , which was 
in the yeare of our Lord five hundred ninety, 
and fift yeare of the Raigne ot Mauricius,as we 
learne ftom Saint Gregorie himſelf in the be- 
ginning of the ſecond booke of his Regiltrums 
Notwithſtatiding he neuer gaie ouer to groane 
vnder the weight ofthat heauie burden, and 
to ſigh after his cell, and the interiour peace 
and tranquility which he inioyed there. For in 
one of his cpiltles he writcth thus : if you lone 
rhe ; Weepe tb ſee me raiſed to the bigh prieſtbood. 
For the occupations of this world ate fo great, 
that this charge ſeemeth to ſeparate me from the 
loue of God. Whith I deplore inceſsantly , and do 
beſeech you to make interceſſion for me to our 
Lord: And in an other epifttc to Saint Leander 
he faith: 7 az toſied by ſo many wanes of this 
world , that T can not flere this old vormeatens 
veſſeli to the hauen ; hich God by bis ſecret ai= 
ſpenſation bath committed unto me to gouern. On 


the one fide the furious Wanes do een ſvallow me 
vp ; on the other the raging billows 40 lift me 
wp to the clowds. eAnd on all fides the tempeſs 
doth ennirone and purſue me, And f am troubled, 
and ſometimes am forced to dire# the ſtern right 
azainſt the ſtorme ; and then againe to 2180 Way, 


and decline the violence of the rough and biijte 
romT: 


ter called the Caſtle of the boly «Angell, And wm 


afflition. But Saint Gregorie was not out of MARCA 
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wn 7045 ſireame. T am in great perplexity , for that 
12. F kaow that vices do encreaſe through my aegli- 
MARCH gence , and the sbip letteth in water ; and with 


the fury of the contrarie vinds and rage of the 
(eas is reathe to fplitt and to be loſt. Tremina me 
With teares that F baxe loſt the calme karbour of 
7y repoſe ; and With man) 4 ſigh T looke back, w* 
pen the firme land, which by meanes of contrary 
Winds I can tot arrine at. 
It is not eafic to belicue or conceive, what 
this holy and truly great Prelate did in thoſe 
yearesthat he gouerned theCatbolick Church, 
for the gloric of God, good of the Church, re« 
formation of manners , edification of the faith» 
- full, reliefe of the poore , comfort of the affli- 
Qed,cabliſbment of Ecclefiaſticalll diſcipline, 
Juſter and ornament of Chriſtian Religion. In 
the firſt place knowing right well how much it 
imports to kcepe the head in health , that the 
Teſt of the members may partake of it ; and that 
the Princes his houſe ought to be a pattern of 
vertue vato his ſubics; he would not be ſerued 
in hisPallace by any ſeculars,though they were 
neuer ſo fitt.Butall his domeſticks were clergi.- 
men of knowne vertue, learning and prudence: 
and among them were fome Monks ; that he 
might liue as much as it was poſſible the life of a 
Monk , and better repreſent in the Church the 
Pontificiall authority.In the preterments'which 
he gaue he conhidered not the nobility nor 
meanneſle of the perſons; but only goodnes of 
life , excellence ot learning , and other parts 
requiſitie for their office and charge, Wherctore 
in his time learning and ſciences did floriſh. 
And Rome wasa modell of Chriſtian and Reli- 
gious lite, for many men of quality quitted their 
{jecular habite and became ot the clergic. He 
called 4 Councill at Rome where he retormed 
many abuics , ond ordered diucrſe wholeſome 
and protitable things for the ſeruice of God , 
and edification ot tnetaithtull. He made abigh 
eſtecuie ofthe deuine leruice and Ecclehiaſticail 
ceremonies,which he would baue to be moſt e- 
. Xa&ly obſtrued:ot theAntiphones, prayers, the 
Epiſtles andGoſples, which tor all the yeare are 
ſung at Male. As 1s to be ſeen in the book en- 
titled eAntiphonarium , and in the Sacramen- 
tarie which he writ. He inſtituted the great 
litanics, as ſome ſay,or (whichis more certaine 
he ordaincd that theſe litanies, which were 
ſung betore his time,and the folemn proceſſion, 
which was wontto be made ſhould go to Saint 
Peters ; as nay be gathered out ot his owne 
writings in the beginning ot the {econd boock 
of his . Regiſtrum : which Cardinall Baronius 
citeth in his notes, vpon the Martytologe on 
the five and twentith of Aprill, It was he that 
augmented the Principall Stations of Rome; 
that reformed the Church finging, which from 
him isto this day called theGregoriar tone. And 
he tooke this ſo much to hart ; that he cauted 


Tohn Lateran ; the other cloſe by Saint Petey 
w here thoſe children that were bed vp for th 


I } 


| fecuted this buſines with. ſo. much © 
vigilance and devotion , that being ſick of th 
gout, he would be carticd to the place whep 
 thele boys were taught; and as he lay ypon; 
bed ,he would teach and correQthem with | 
rod in his hand , when they did miſle, Ay 
| Tohn the deacon writcth that in his time yy 
kept the couch on. which he lay, and the ny 
or wand-with which he corrected the children, 
The great care-and deuotion which Sin 
Greporie vicd in all things that concerned i 
deuine ſeruice,and the ornament ot the Chy 

and particularly the holy Sacrihice of Maſe, 
moued Almighty God to work miracles tor t 
declare how grate:ull theſe hisendeauours ye. 
re vnito him. One was tat going to bleſſe | 
Church in the honour of Saiat Agnes for the 
vic of the Catholicks , which tormerly hy 
{erued for the Arians , to performe it wit 
more folemnity he carried in Proceſlion the 
holy Relicks of the. ſaid Saint Agnes and f 
Saint Sebaſtian ; ſor to place them vpon the 


um_. 


| Altar of the Church. And whilſt the holy Pre 


late ſung Maſle ; a hogge went grunting out 
| ot the Church, and making 4 teartull noik; 
which made all the poeple atluredly to belieue 
that the deuill- who had bin ſerucd in that 
houſe , whilſt the hereticks had ir, was drive 
out of it as ſoone as the ſacred Relicks ofthe 
Martyrs were brought in, Sometimes the lam: 
pes of the Church being put out , were lighted 
miraculouſly without the helpe of any mar. 
One day a bright clowde deicended vpontie 
Altar, and ſent forth ſuch a fragrant and hex 
uenly odor,that though the Church dores ye 
re open , none dared enter for reuerence and 
reipedt. An other miracle was that as SaintGies 
gorie was once ſaying Maſle , there came to 
communicate with the reſt, 4 woman that hal 
made in bread and bakcd the hoſts which ths 
Saint conſecrated. And as he was pronouncing 
the words Corpus Domini noſiri Ieſu Chnjh 
caſtodiat eAnimam tuam in wvitam eternmh. 
Amen. The bodie of our Lord Feſus Chriſt an 
/erue thy joule to eternall life, he perceiued that 
the woman laughed.whereupon he carried back 
the holy hdſt to the Altar, and conſummatedbis 
Maſle. Which being ended , he demandsof the 
woman before all the poeple , What cauſedbir 
to laugh ſo irreuerently at the wery time that 
was to receine the moſt bleſſed Sacrament. A 
the woman holding her peace for a while , 
laſt ſaid : becauſe you call the bread, which I matt 
With my owne hands , the Bodie of out Lork 
Saint Gregoric hearing this anſwere , kneel 
downe beiore the Altar , and together w1 

the poeple praied vnto our Lord for to open 


two houſcs to be built, the one neere to Saint 


| the eyes of that incredulous woman zandpre* 


ſcatly 


| ſervice of the Church; were taught to ſfingy,. 
| cording to that model] and forme. And he pro- 
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| wedit to the woman ; who Pl this miracle was 


 +fines to beſtow vpon them ſome Relicks to be 


-they called brandewm, and putting it intoa litle 


feſhto all that were there preſent ; and he ſhe - 


conuerted , and the reſt confirmed in the holy 
faith. A litle after the holy hoſt reſumed the 
ſpecies of bread which it had beforc. Certaine 
Embaſſadours came to Rome to defire his Ho- 


placed in their Churches. And the holy Pre- 
late tooke 4 white fine linnen cloth , which 


box (as then was the cuſtome at Rome) appli- 
ed it cloſe to the bodie ofthe Saint, whole Re- 
lids were demanded. Then ſealing all vp with 
reverence gaue it to the Embaſſadours for to 
carrie into their countrey, without telling them 
what it was. When the Embaſſadours were on 
their way they had 4 curiofity to know what 
they carried , and finding nothing buta white 
linnep cloth ſhut vp in 3 box without 
other Relick, returned to Rome and complai- 
ned to Saint Gregoric that he had deceiued 
them. The Saint tooke the Brandenm or white 
linen cloth , and laying it vpon the Altar, 
wrayed vnto our Lord with all.the poeple that 
yere in the Church to manifeſt what wertue 
vis contained therein, and the rewerence where- 
vith iny thihg onght to be receined that is giuen 
as 4 Relick by the Sea «Apo Folick, Then rifin 
yp,before the Embaſſadours he pricked with. a 
knife that linnen,and there cate from it blood; 
Which did much aſtoniſh the Embaſſadours: 
who reverently taking the linneh in the bog, 
returned with: great .content and fatisfation 
"ntotheir couritrey:This was then the ordinary 
pratiſe of the Roman Church, and Saint Gre- 
2orie maketh mention of it in an epiſtle tothe 
teſſe Coriſtancia, who begged of him #he 
bead of Saint Paul, for to place it in 4 ſumptuous 
Chirch Which sbe had built in bis honour at Con- 
fantinople. For Saint Gregorie anſwereth her 
that the Bishops of Rome did not wſe to gine Re- 
licks of Saints Bodies, nor exen to touch rhem bat 
Vith great recererice: but in place of them did jend 
4 linnen cloth that had bin tonched by them, by 
WhichGod wrought often many miracles. And as 4 
great preſent ani ſingular guift. He lent the fame 
Empreſle ſome of the sbawings of S$. Pauls chaine, 
may be ſecnein the ſame epiſtle;the thirtith of 
teRegiſtrum, an admirable one indeed; which 
tacheth with what reſpe& and reuerence we 
aeto handle the moſtpretiousReticks of Saints, 
The vigilant care of this moſt worthie Pa- 
ſtor reſted not inthe exteriour worſhip and or- 
lament of the Church; but extended itſelf tar 
more to provide for the living Temples of God; 
to ere what was fallen, to beautitie what was 
(filed, and tor give relicte to the bodies and 
foules of his ſabic&s. His charity to the poore 
Was moſt admirable , which God recompenſed 
with very ſpeciall fauours, He inuited them to 
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Saint Gregorie the Great, Pope; and Door. 


ſently the conſecrated forme appeared to. be 


hands. Which humble ſeruice as once he. way 
Preparing to do to a poore pilgrime, and tur- 
ned himſelf to take the baſen and ewer , the 
pilgrime diſappeared, and the night following 
our Lord faid vnto him in 4 viſion : other tzmes 
thou haſt receined me in my members, but yeſter- 
day thou didſt receine me in perſon, One day he 
| gaue order to his chaplaine to call twelue poo- 
| re men to dinner, and when they were attable 
the Saint comming to ſee them,found that there 
were thirtecn.wherefore he asked his chaplai- 
ne, why be Yould inwite thirteenc, hazing had or- 
der only to call ttvelne? The chaplaine anſwered 
T called 4 dixen,and there ate at table 2 doxen , 
and no more, For he faw no more then twelue. 
But Saint Gregorie counted till thicteen, and 
thinking it not to be without ſome myſteric; 
looked wiſtly vpon them, and perceiued one 
that was the thirtcenth to be much different 
from the reſt : For he altered both colour and 
countenance , ſometimes appearing to be I 
' youth, and then againe an old man. Diner be- 
ing ended, he called him 2 part, and coniured 
him to tell him his name, He anſwered: why 
Wt thou know my name , which is admirable? 1 
am that marchant ruined at ſea, unto whom tho 
gaueſt twelue crownes in almes, and thy mothers 
funer plate. Know for certaine that for that good 
| 4#7 God made thee ſucceſſor of Saint Peter, and 
Will fulfill its thee what from all etermty hebath 
aecreed , ſering thou art (0 faithful an imitator 
of SaintPeter, andhaſt ſo great 4 care of the poores 
To which Saint Gregortie replyed : how do you 
kn that God. bath determined this? becauſe F 
am hir «Angell ( faith he ) and he ſent me for to 
trye thee, At which words the holy man was 
troubled; but the Angell comforting hin aid. 
feare not Gregorie , our Lord hath ſent me for to 
4ſt thee ana gard thee wntll death , and to grant 
thee by my meanes all that thow sbalt legg of bins. 
S.Gregoric fell on his tace to the ground with 
| great feare and reverence, and faid: if God hath 
made me Paſtor of his whole Church for jo ſmall 
4 thing : I may Yell hope for greater fawours 
from his bountsfull band f T ſerue him faithfully, 
and diſtribute liberally his goods unto the pdores 
Hence it was that he became (o liberall, that 
there was no Church , Monaſteric , hoſpitall, 
houſe ofdeuotion, nor poore or necedie perſon, 
which he knew of, that did not partake of his 
bounty. He had written in a booke the names 
of all tlie poore that were1n the city of Rome, 
inthe Suburbs, and villages there about, vato 
whom he diſtributed his almes according to 
their quality and neceſſity. Vato the pooxe that 
were Lk he ſeat cuery day viftualls ; and to 
thoſe that were of good condition,and were poe 
ore , and yct aſhamed to beg hc ſent ſome more 
dainty diſh. And this care which the holy man 
had of the poore was in that high and extraor- 
dinaric degree ; that hauing heard once that 


valet histable ;and pow Al watcr vpon theur 


| 4 poore man was found dead wn @ village far 


L1l from 
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w—— from thc city , he was ſo much troubled and . | 


Saint Gregorie the Great , Pope , and Door. 


12. affliacd , fearing that he was dead for hungar, 
MAkCH or ſome other neceſlity , which it belonged to 


” 


him to haue helped , that he abſtained ſome 
days from ſaying Maſle, ſuſpending himſelffrom 


'the Altar in puniſhment of his fault. A rare 
example , and much to be noted as well for 
todeclare his charitable affe&ion for the poore, 


-as for to giue vs to vnderſtand with what de- 
"notion, vhs purity and peace of mind, he vſed 
'toſay holy Maſſe , ſeeing that tor a fault , of 
"which he was innecent, he abſtained trom cele- 


- brating. He confined not his charity and libe- 


rality within the walls of Rome, or to places 
' adjacent, but extended it thorough all Italy, 
and even to the remoteſt prouinces where the 
' Sea Apoſtolick had any revenucs, For in all 


. thoſe places he had his receivers and miniſters, 


who were to prouide for the poore , as he ap- 
-pointed : which he did ſo exatily and punttu- 
'ally , that thoſe who do read his epiltles of 
that matter , do admire it. For of that kind 
'there are extant diverſe and very remarkable, 
He maintained in Rome three thouſand Nunns 
of that holines of Hhfe, that the Saint himſelf 
auoweth that Were #t not for their teares and 
"prayers , no body could _ the fury of the 
'Lombards. He ſent one Probus, an Abbot to 
Hieruſalcm with a very conſiderable ſumme of 
'mony for to build there an Hoſpitall, for which 


during his life he provided maintenance. He: 


'did as much in Mount Sinai , where he main» 

tained the Monks of the Monaſteric of Saint 

Catharine virgin and Martyr, whoſe Bodie had 
'bin tranſlated thither by the hands of Angells. 

Saint Gregoric was not content to aſliſt the 

povee as much as we haue faid, by himſelk but 

had an eyc to other Biſhops gndPrelats, inqui- 

ring what they did in this kind, and checking 
tholc that were ſlack in fo charitable a duty.He 

writ to one that wascloſe handed tothe poore. 

That he was to vnderfand that he could not ma- 

ke bis accounts cleare YirhGod by being recollefed, 

and giuen toſtudie and prayer, if kis works vere 

mot fruitfull , and his band open and bountifull 

T0 relieue the neceſſities of the poore : andif be cid 
wot conſider the want aud penure of others as 

if it were bis 0lvne. For if be failed in this point, 

he deſerued not the Name of 4 Bishop, 

Jt Saint Gregorie did ſo abound with charity 
for the reliete of bodily neceſſities , what ſball 
we ſay of the zealc he had for ſoules , and his 
defire of gaining all the world , and brin- 
ging it vato the knowlcge and loue of God? 
The breaſt of this bleſſed Pope was all on fire 
with deuine charity. He defircd that all men 
ſhould loue their Sauiour. But he thirſted more 
paſſonatly after the conuerfhon of England, 
which he bad carneitly laboured for, whilſt he 
was in his Monaſterie, For this defigne he wade 
choice of a holy Monk of the fame Monaſte- 


8ic , called Auguſtine, Whom together with |. 


ſome others he ſent intoEvgland for that py: 
poſe, commanding him topreach there the Goþ 1 
ple , and to enlighten With the rays of ogy hb 


faith that dark and Hind nation. Auguſtine 
ſet forward for that glorious Miſſion, But his 
companions aſter ſome few days iourhey bej 

wearied and diſmayed , had a mind to retyn 
back to Rowe, and not tv goto ſo remte } 
countrey , to treat with an incredulous ang 


] barbarous nation , whoſe cuſtomes and lan. 


guage they knew not. Therefore they deputed 
the {aid Auguſtine to goto his Holines in theit 
name , andto beſeech him #0 4;ſÞenſe Vich they 
from Jo tedious , laborious and dangerous & wi 
age , whereof but litle fruit could be expeRtel 
Whereby we learne that all great and heroical 
_— are beſett with many letts and dif 
cultics,cſpecially at their beginning, Saint Gre« 
gorie would not grant their requeſt, but ens 
couraging them to go forward with the Mif. 
ſion , writ vato them @ ſhort letter in thelp 


words. 


Grezorie Bishop , ſeruant of the ſeruants 
of God, to the ſeruants of our Lord 
TESUS CHRIST, 


4 good York, then to break, it of, whenit 

is once begun , it is neceſſarie , moſt dew 
re bretheren , that you Ao endeauonr by Gult 
grace to carrie on Wvith great care and diligent 
the good York, in Which you bawe engaged your 
ſelues. Let not the toile of the tourney nor flaw 
derinz tongues daunt you, Follows on and pm 
always with alacrity the defigne , which by the vil 
of God you bane dravne out. «And be afſmel 
that the greater your labours are, the greater 1hal 
be your recompenſe in eternall glorie. Obey with 
humility in all things your Superiour , Ate 
guſtine, whoreturns vnto you, and Whom } bun 
appointed to be your abbot ; knowing that what 
ſoener you ball do by his order , vill be for the 
profite of your ſoules. Almighty God conſerueyts 
by bis grace , and grant wnto me that Imy [7 
made partaker vith you in the reward which yu 
are to receiue: for although Þ labowr not with), 
I baue 4 defire to to it, 

With this letter the Monks were encouraged 
to hold on their iourney : and by S. Gregories 
prayers God brought them ſafe and ſoundinto 
England, and gaue them good ſucceſlc, Fat 
they were well entcrtained there , and they 
converted King Ethelbert of Kent with a greab 


B Ecauſe it were better not to haue logs 


multitude of poeple. They gaue notice to Sail 


Gregotie of the plentifull harucſt they fou 
there for ſo few workmen : wherat the Saill 


| was overioyed, and ſent them other Preachcth 


whereof the principall were Mclitus, Iuſtinus, 
Paulinus, and Rufinianus, and ſent with 
all that was fitting for the ornament-of Chut- 


ches., ſacred velclls, rich veſtments, many Re: 
ial, 


; 
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be ord ained Archbiſhop, and ſent him 

the Pall, and 6 rdered that there sbowld be twelue 
Girhops wnder the «Metropolitan of Canterbnry, 
os p the Temples of the paynims thould not 
l beaten dowi te , but cleanſed by boly water, and 
ted to (the living God. He'aduiſed bim 

ills to bring Cbriſtian Religion into the land by 
285 , and 1108 100 haftily to pluck vp all bad 
2s at 01 ce, if they might be tolerated for 4 


while : but ;to diſſemble and Wink 'at Jome 
then, wntil' that new plant bad taken dee- 
| ſrom the great. zeale he had of the ſalvation 


rote and "vere paſt danger of being sbaken 
and pulled 44 by the ſtorme of comtradittion 
42d novelty. File warned them alſo that they 
thild not $00 rigorouſly bind rhemſelues to all 
the exfontes Which they bad ſeen in che Church of 
Game but to take from atl places What they should 
iudge to be moſt fit and conformable to the diſpofe- 


tian and wece/ſity of England. And gives this | 


reaſon: 107 e428 pro lociy res, ſed pro bonis rebus 
Ice anaedn ſunt. Thing's are not to be lowed for 


tle place, but ve ane to loue the place for good. | 
| rall intereſt ,, then for any inclination which 


ling, Saint Gregorie. gaue diverfe other 


excelent documents and inſtruftions to | 
| them with all charity and {weetnes, with ho 


Saint Auguſtine and his companions ; by 
whom God wrought many miracles in En- 


ahd conuerted, It to the faith of Chriſt: ( 


and Saint Gregorie was the prime Author at- 
ttt God ,of this excellent work , and is the- 
tefore iuſtly called the «Apoſtle bf England. 
He wnt to Aupuiſtine in theſe termes, 7 w#- 
taftuad that Almighty God bath wronght many 
Wirckes ty yow among that poeple Which he hath 
the Wherefore it 15 meceſiarie that you ve- 
ince #oderatly for this beauenty guift ; and 
#hit Vith joy yow 46 aiſo feare. Yow are to 
react for that the ſoules of the Engitsh men by 
extnn miracles are diawne to rhe" interionr 
of owr Lord Jeſus Chriſt. «And you are to 
yy the the mir acles which God worketh, 
yur veake ſpirit be puffed vp # vane preſa- 
milled, and berng elenated by extertour bononr 
aud applauſe come to fall interioarly into vaine 
}, Of this conucrſion of England , and of 
mincles which God wrought there , the 
nt Saint Gregorie writeth : The townge of the 
Eaglich which before could only ſpeake 4barbarous 
laiare, hath begun tov to praiſe God in the 
tongue. eAnd the octan Which was raging 
atfuruss is made [atief7 and obedient to the 
fute of the ſeruants of God. «A potple Which the 
of the earth could wt maſter by force of 
an i brought into ſubiettion by the ſimple 
Priefts.And that idolatrous nation which 

u armed [quiadrons, fince it bath receined 
th Wh fatth, lands in ave , #91 trembles at the 
ub -j poore and bumble met. For bauing 
_ e word of God , and ſeeing ſo many mi- 
pre It is enlightned with the light of beaven, 
ud brideled with 2 rtwerence of the deuwine Ma- 


 , that it may not lash out into ſin; and is | 
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| 


Gainit Gragorie the Great } 
icksand booc ks:he commanded thatAuguſtine 


Pope; and DoQos; 


] very carefull and ſolicitons to get and maintaine 


the grace of our eternall Lord. He writeth to the 
ſame purpoſe in ſome other ofhis epiſtles,ſhew 
ing the ioy and content he had for to fee poore 
| iohdells ſubmit to the ſweete yoke of Chriſt, 
And Saint Gregorie did not this only in En« 
gland;but all Engliſh youths abont ſeauentecn 
or cightecn yearcs of age , whom he knew to 
be diſperſed about in any place , he gathered 
together , and maintained them in Monaſteri- 
cs,to be there inſtruted and made good and 
faithfull feruants of our Lord. All this proceeded 


of foules, Which zeale made himſometimes t6 
vic 'euen rigorous meanes, when it was proki + 
table or necefſarie to his purpoſe. There were 
yet inhis time many vaſlalls of the Church,that 
were pagans,whom he taxcd and charged with 
{obſidies ,thereby to compel! them to the true 
faith. And the Iewes that were conuerted , he 
caſcd of their taxes and tribut. For although he 
knew very well that the greateſt part of theſe 
new Conuerts , became ſuch more for tempo-« 


they had for the true Religion, yet headmitted 


pes that although the-Parcnts were not fince« 
rely baptiſed, their children might become at 
length good and faithſull Chriſtians. -. ; 

He ordained that no feculars, but only ,Ec- 


| clefiaſticall perſons ſhould hauc the admimiſtra- 


tion of Church goods and livings : and-that one 
man ſhould haye but one benefice; and. office, 
laying that as there are ſeuerall members in one 
bodie , and each member hath its particular office 
and funttionſ0in thi bodie of theChurch( according 
to the dofirine of the Apoſtle)one cffice is, tobe giuen 
to one,nnd az otherto an other, that extery one may 
(ere our Loyd in the ſame ſpirit. He comman- 
ded that the clergic ſhould not intermedle with 
the goucrnrhent of Monaſteries-: and would 
hatic neither them nor Religious tomake inter- 
ceſſion to Indges and magiitrats for criniinalls 
but with great caution and moderation , that 
ſo their repatation came not to ſuffer any blemish, 
nor men might think, that the Church didfauour 
Wicked men, or went about to weakenor diminish 
the powver and authority of Tuſtice. He perſccus 
ted and puniſhed very rigorouſly Biſhops that 
fold holy otdets , and all ſuch at were ma» 
de Biſhops without wy 6 = through o- 
ther orders and degrees of the Chutch, He was 

ſo far from admitting preſgnts ,that ſometimes 

when things of great value wereſent him , he. 
commanded then to be ſold , and the price of 
themto be reſtoredto thoſe who had preſented 

them. He reptchendedIanuarius Biſhop of Cal- 

ler for having excommunicated & perſon for 

an iniurie done vnto himſelf; fayingthat 4 Bis 
hop muſs not excommunicat any body for bis 

priuate quarell , nor make wſe of Ecdeſeaſticals 


cenſures for ro rowenge himſelf. Bice gauc a ber: 
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12. ſhop , #ot to fpend bis time in rearing Potts 
Marcy 4nd profane Authors , not beſeeming bis age nor 


giving himſelf to much feaſting : And becauſe 


I— —_ _—— 


ſober admonition to Deſiderius a french Bi- 


dignity. Ard reprehended moſt ſharply Natalis 
Biſhop ofSalone, for neg/e/Fing bis Church, and 


e excuſed” himſelf and brought ſome paſſages 
of holy Sctipture not rightly vncerſtood for his 
juſtification, the Saint teacheth him what man- 
ner of feaſts Prelats are to make, in theſe ter- 
mes. Fow hane reaſon to comment ſuch feaſts as 
are made for shewing or maintaiming charity. 
But then yotu are to baue'a care that juth inut- 


_— A —_—_ bs * | » 
Saint Gregorie the Great , Pope , and DoGor. 
«Altar any more , for to-off er wp the Saoifu « i 
holy Maſſe. This holy Pope preached hin Þ | 


tations be made purely for Charity : that no yord 
be there ſpoken againſt any perſon, no murmuring 
or cenſuring of the lines of thoſe that are atjent, 
that there be 10 wnine talke of ſecular aff aires, 
bat only , ziſcourſes of the boly Stripture: that no 
more te nllowed to the bodie then is neceſſarie;and 
they take no more then is fitting for to enable 
human weaknes for the exerciſe of good and ver- 
t#y0us Yorks. He would not permitt Biſhops to 
be abſent from their Dioceſe, vnlefle necefſi- 


1 mp it , or for 4 very ſhort time; nor 
would' 


he letthem to ingage themſelues with 
ſecular buſineſſes, which did not concern them. 
And if any Biſhop went roauing vp and dow- 


_ *ne, and after he bad bin warned of it, did not 


amend;he copfined him vnto ſome Monaſterie, 


- and itcþeſed- ypon him ſcme greater pennance 
 accordipg to the quality of his fault, He was 
' wonderfully carefull, that all thoſe who had 
. taken a Religious habite , ſhould keepe their 
vows moſt - 


thfully : and reprehended moſR 
ſtarply Vitalianus Biſhop, for giving way that 
2 Nun” left her Monaſterie and returned back 


'to- the world. As alſo he rebuked Romanus, | 
that was Exarchus or lieuctenant of Italy for 


the'Emperour for countenancing the marriage 
of certaine Religious women , and denounced 
vnto him rbat if be did not ſatisfie for bis offence 
by pennance , the 818th of God would ſoone fall 
wpen him, He writ alſo toVenancivs, who ofa 
Monk becamea Senator, that if eAnanias and 
Sapbira Vere ſiricken dead at Saint Peters feete 
for hauing defrauded part of the price of their 
inheritance which they had promiſedto God, with 
how much more reaſon ought he to feare the inſt 
and rigorous iudement ofGod,who had ſtolen away 
from him not ſome peeces of mony but himſelf, and 
all that be bad promiſed him: becauſe when he once 
entred into Religion , be bad entirely conſecrated 
bimſelf and all that þe had wnto the deuine Yor* 

ship. And when this Venancius came to dy, 

Saint Gregorie put him in mind to repent at 
leſt then, and to lament bis fin, that he might 
wot fay for it in exer laſting flames. He tooke 
ſo nzuchto hart the purity and integrity ofthe 

clergie , that he warned Vifor Biſhop of Pa- 
termo, zf be were conſcions of any frailty in 0r- 

ger to women , to depoſe bis Episcopall dignity, 


to his poeple ; and if he chanced to be fick 0 
other ways hindered, be writ ſermonsand hg 
milies, and; commanded an other to reCit 
them ;that he might be aiding and aſliſting 
very one in what he could. Intine he was ſoyj 
gilant in every point of what cioncerned the 
office of A true and ſoueraine Paſtor, that j 
ſeemeth 4 thing impeſſible that ©ne manalaye 
couldattend to fo many weightii2 and differen 
affaires of peace and war , Ecclehaſticall ww 
ſecular , with God in prayer , and with men i 
buſines, in the gouernment and :adtniniſtraicg 
as well ſpirituall and temporall of the Chu, 
of preachipg , of dictating ſuch admirable ep 
files andto ſo many perſons of different cog 
ditions, and of writing ſo many and devine 
books, T hetefore our holy Religion did mug 
floriſh and was wondtriully propagated thy 


diverſe poeple eminent ior ſanRity both 

Reljgious and ſeculars that did ſhine with ws 
racles, as we may learne by what himſelts 
lates in the ſoure boocks of his dialogues,Maw 
oucrſundric herefies were ſuppreſſed andexti 
guiſhed in ſeuerall provinces by the induſti 


tiſts in Africa , the Arians in Spaine,andotd 
in other parts; p- | 
But although this incomparable man dl 
ſhine like the fun in the world for his excelkd 
deeds and actions, yet he did not want contts 
ditions and perſecutions of malicionsand wr 
bulcnt perſons, who epdeauoured to obſas 
his luſter in his life time and affront himal 
his death. Among the reſt, a certaine gentlen 
of Rome,who tor having put away Fs lay 
wite had bin excommunicated by Saint &t 
goric, intendipg to bexcuenged of him,agrl 
with certaine pagan ſorcerers and wiches, tl 
as the holy Pope ſhculd be riding one daytts 
rough the city , they ſtould make the del 
enter into his hotſe, and make him giue hiwb 
many leapes and bounds, as to caſt of hisrid 
and cruſh him to death. The ſorcerersdidwi! 
they bad promiſed , and the deuill entring 
the horſe made him ſo fierce and vmuly, 
none of thote who accompanied the _ 
hold him. But the bleſſed nan vnderiioodY 
deuine revelation the whole plott ; and 
the ſigne of the crofſe caſt out the dewll; 
the wiches became blinde ; who being 
. with the miracle, belicued in Chriſt ; andy 
baptiſed by Saint Gregotie , who would 
1eſtore them their fight, leſt they might bete® 
pted to rctuine to their wicked art anoP 
toocks of magik and necromancy:buthemar 
tained them with the rents of the Charcl.Al 
other greatencounter ke had with the _ 
1our Mavricius. Who of an intimate irene” 


#nd in-w0 caje to preſume to wme nere to the 


oy . " mit 
Came A Ciuell cnemie , becauſc, Saint __ 


vgh out the world in his time; and there year b 


and Jlabours of this holy DoQor , as the Dos Þ 


—_ 
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' Church according to his fancy , and withſtood 
4 2 wicked law which he would have made, 


itted him not to diſpoſe of affaires of the 


that no ſouldiar ſhould make himſelf a Monk, 
vatill he had ſerued out his time , and ended 
his militia , Or elſe became impotent and vnvſe- 
{ll for war.Saint Gregorie writ thus vnto him. 
Crit fpeaketh unto you by me, bo am his and 
yur bumble (eruant: F of a notarie haue maie 
yan Earl ,of an Earl I made you Ceſar or 
King of the Romans, and of 2 Ceſar Emperour, 
and not only Emperour , but 4 fatber of Empe- 
rout. 1 baue committed alſo my Prieſts to your 
bands that you sbould defend and protef1 them. 
And do you dravv your ſoutniars from my ſerice? 
tel me, what vill you anſver to God at the day of 
indement , when he 5hall ask you What F ſay now 
ontooutinguire and ſearch What Prince or Empe- 
rowr did ever untill this day make ſuch 2 law :. 
and ben 90 sball find it, you may better indze 
what you are to do. This he ſaid , for that Iulian 
the Apoſtata , ſworn enemie of Chriſt and his 
Religion , was the firſt that made that law , as 
the Saint himſelf writeth in an other place. 
Saint Gregorie ſtood ſtiff in this buſines , and 
with a great courage oppoſed the Emperour, 
yriting many letters both to him and to his 
officers tor to haue that law repealed, which 
was ſo preiudiciall to thoſe whom God called 
to his ſcruice, and who forſoock the ſecular 
warfare for to fight vnder the Randart of 
Chriſt, This did much incenſe the Emperour 
zpainſt him , although this was not all , for 
there happened to be an other cauſe of his diſ- 
pleaſure, And it was in this manner, Whilſt 
daint Gregorie refided at Conſtantinople , 
one Iohn , a Monk, that was much given 
to auſterity and faſting , was choſen Patriark 
of Conſtantinople, for the exteriour fignes of 
lanftity that appeared in him, and falſe colour 
of yertue, wherewith he had charmed the poc- 
ples eyes, Whilſt the ele&ion was in hand, he 
made ſhew of refuſing that charge and dignity 
4: being to beawie for his shoulders and far ato- 
w bis deſerts. T his counterfcited bumility and 
Aerſignes of vertue made S. Gregorie to de- 
© to be acquainted and become tamiliar with 
But hewas ſcarcely ſeated in the chaire 
d&Conſtantinople,when he began to diſcouer 
Viat be was , with a luciferian pride ſtiling 
himſelf vninerſall Patriark of the Church. And 
to confirme this title, he called 3 councill of 
bilbops, in which he ordained and comman- 
that all ſhould giue him that title of »ai- 
#all; which doth appertaine neither to him, 
0rto any other , then the chiefc Biſhop of 
Rome, ſucceſſor of S.Peter, and Uicar Generall } 
of leſus Chriſt. WhenPope Pelagius vnderſtood 
is arrOgancy and folly of the Patriark, he 
<Mtrolled it, and diſanulled whatſoeucr had 


ad bin enacted in that aſſembly. But when 
t Gregorie was Pope, he maintained with | 


Saint Gregorie the Great, Pope, and DoGor: 


more vigor and courage the authority of the 
Sea Apoltolick , rebuking the Patriark for 
his inſolent temerity;and deſired the Emopreſlc 
Conſtancia , who tooke part with Saint Gre- 
gorie, zot to permitt herſelf to be beguiled by tho- 
fe that were proudly bumble , and cra(tily meeke ; 
nor ju ſfer hyprocrifie to get the wpper hand of ve- 
rity. For (laith he ) ſome there are that according 
to the eApoſile,with their ſveet words and Bente 
ations do deceine ſincere harts, There are ſome, 
I [ay , who are meanly clad , and in their 
harts are puffed wp Yith pride who make ſemtlan- 
ce to contemn all things of the world, and wnder 
hand ſiriue to get them all together, Who do giue 
themſelues out for the moſs uarwortbie of all, 
ani /ecke for ſome exquiſite titles whereby to ap- 
peare the greateſt and moſt worthie of all. He 
writ alſo to the tmperour, and dehired him not 
to conſent to ſo ſtrange a noucltie , thata par- 
ticular man ſhould quality himielt wnizer/all 
Patriark, of the Church. The Empceroar either 
that he belicued that the Patriatk was in the 
right, or that he defired that the city of Con- 
ſtantinople , which was the chiefe and prime of 
hisEmpire,ſhould be honored with ſoglorious 
a tittle ; or for that he was alrcdie diſguſted 
with Saint Gregotie by reaſon of the law con- 
cerning his fouldiars , which he bad fo refolu- 
tely oppoſed and withſtood :or infine for that 
being minded to breake with him, be ſought 
an occaſion how do it with ſome colour and 
ſhew intended to make vie ofthis,for to trouble 
and vexe him: and therctore ſiding with his 
Patriark, ke lighted and contemned Saint Gre- 
gorie, And whereas 2 Princes mind, when it is 
corrupted, is very ſtrong and powertull, and 
there never want flatteters , that for their in- 
tereſt ſoment his paſſion , and blow the coalcs 
of indignation which is burning in his breſt, 
Mauricius had ſtore of ſycophants, that did 
buzze in his earcs, and ftis him vp againſtsS, 
Gregorie, by ſpeaking of him all the miſchicfe 
they conld invent. And the Emperour, prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with paſſionand growing in diſtaſt,caft- 
ly believed what was faid, and publiſhed it for 
true, and moſt yniuſtly cenſured and condems» 
ned him , whom he had ſo often before and 
ſo deſerucdiy commended and praiſed. He ac- 
cuſed him ot ingratitude , for that hauing pro» 
moted him ta the «Apobolicall Throne , be found 
him,now to reſif# and 1umpuzne his deſ;znes ; as 
if the Vicar of Chriſt , becauſe 4 Prince had 
conſented to his cle&ion, were to abuſe accors 
ding to his will and pleaſure, the fouezaine au» 
thority , which the Emperour of Heauen, and 
not he of carth had beituwed vpon him.Mau+ 
ricius his hatred , and enmitie againſt Saint 
Gregorie was growne to that height, that his 
officers and miniſters of ſtate moleſted and 
aflifted him as much as ever they could, tor 
to give their Prince content, For of one ot 
them, Rowanus, who was a prime Gouernour, 
Mmm Salng 
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Saint Gregorie the Great, Pope , and Dodor, 


Saint Gregotie ſpeaketh thus: hat Ye ſuffer 
from Remanus in this countrey can wot beexpre/- 
ed. T Will cnly ſay this an few words, that bis 
malice tovards ws ſurpaſſeth the cueltie of the 
Lombards for our enemes shewv ws more jitty by 
killing ws, then do the Tudges and officers of the 
common Wealth, Yho conſume vs by their ' icked- 
mes, rapines and wſenaze. We muſi at the [ame 
time baue care of Bishops, Clergie, eMenaſteries, 
aud all the poeple, we muſs lexare of the amtu- 
sFes of our enemies , and ſiand vpon our gard a- 
gainſt the wiles and craftie fetches of the Gower: 
r0#1s which is an incredible trouble and affiflion. 
Aigulſus King of the Lombards, vnderitanding 
how the caſe ſtood between the Emperour and 
the Pope, came and layd a fiege betore Rome, 
and in a manner blocked it vp and put it to great 
Ciſtreſle for a yeares ſpace,thinking that Mauri- 
cius for the ſpleene he bores. Gregorie, would 
litle care to relicue it; as indeed he did negle& 
it , never offering to ſend any ſuccour , but 
God fauoured wo aſſiſted his ſeruant , and ar» 


—med him with courage and conſtancy for to 


deiend the city, and to force Aigulius to raiſe 
the fiege and to retire with his armie, In the 
meane while Saint Gregorie writ diverſe let- 
ters to Mauricius, complaining othim; and in 
one of them he ſaith: S$ir,do not went your anger 
againſt the Prieſts , becauſe you haue power vp- 
on earth, Rather _ ſeriouſly confudered yith 
Yourſelf , you are ſo to shelv your ſelf to be Lord, 
that for lowe andreſpet? to that Lord whom they 
ferwe , you do honour aud reverence them. For 
in boly Scripture Priefts are fiiled ſometimes Gods 
and ſometimes eAngells. By Moyes it is ſaid 
that he that Was to take an oath , vas to preſent 
hamfelf before the Gods ; that is to ſay tefore the 
Prieſts. eAnd the Prophet ſaith- that the lipps 


of the Prieſt are the key of knowlege , and bis | 


mouth the interpreter of the law , for that be 
zs rhe Angell of the Lord of Hoſts, Tt Would 
be no Wonder then if you did henour thoſe whom 
Gor bimſelk termeth Angels and Gods. You haue 
4 rare example of this in the Emperour Conſ- 
tantine of holy memorie , of whom at is written 
in the Eclefaaſhucall Hiſtorie, that when ſome re- 
monſtrances were gauen wvnto him azainſ} ſome 
Bishops , he tooke and burnt them in preſence 
of the Bishops Jazing : you are Gods placed 
in the Chut:h by the trye God. Ordaine and 
diſboſe of things , as yourſelncs shall tadge 
conuent ent. For it is no Ways meete or inſt that 
Ye bo 'are men Should be iudges of Gods. And 
by doing aud ſaying :bis , the Emperonr gained 
more honour by his kwmility , then begaue to the 
Bi5shops by the rexerence which be bore them. And 
before Conſtantine , mazty pagan Priaces , that 
were ignurant of the true God , and adored for 
Gods blocks and ſtones , did Highly honour their 
Prieſts. What wonder is it then that 4 Chriſtian 
Emperour , YL o adoreth the true God , shouid ho- 


a#0u1 Gods Priefts, ſeeing that many pagan Pryn- | 


_ 


a 
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ces did ſuch renerence to the Prieſts of theiridy]1 
and in an other epiſtle he writeth thus : Jet yy 
Your goornes defpiſe mein this cauſe : tor althoy 

Gregories finns be jo great that be deſernes tojufy 
more then this : Saint Peter inwhiſe place} an 
bath no finns at all , that may makehim deſerm 
to ſuffer what be endares in your Raigne,Whe. 
refure 1 do beſeech you moſt earneſtly for the yy 
of eAlmighty Goa, that as other Princes , yu 
Preadeceſiors, hawe wſed all meanes to get the jy 
wour of this great «Apoſtle , ſo you Vill ftrine 
Pim it and to conſerxe it , that the honour of 
the Jain eApoſile may not any ways be preigh. 
ced for our fiuns, who to ſerue bim vnYonthiy; 
for be ts able at preſent to proſper you inall yg 
enterpriſes , and after t0 pardon your finns, But 
all that we have cited out of Saint Gregojig 
was not {ſufficient to mollifie Mauricius , nor 
to bring him to acknowlege his enor, and 


| know himſelf , vntill our Lord and Sauiou 
himſelf took in hand to chaſtiſe him, fo | 


bauing without any cauſe perſecuted the moſ 
holy and innocent Man. For in that very yea 
there appeared in the Market place at Conf 
tantinople a man in 3 Monks habite withz 
naked {word in his hand , who crycd out in] 
loud and dreadfull tone : Manritizs b tit 
ſword thou 5halt dye. And all vnderſtood what 
this meant, to wit that 4 ſeuere puniſhmentyy 
ſoone to befall the Emperour. Then Mautic- 
us himſelf began to acknowlege his fault, and 
ſending large almes to all the Monaſteries in 
Conſtantinople, and to many others, bepged 
of the Religious to pray to our Lord for hin, 
that be might be chaſtiſed in this life and mtis 
the other. And it ſeemeth that God granted hin 
his requeſt: for 4 litle while after Phocas r- 
uolting againſt him, made himſclf Emperou, 
and put him to the ſword together with hs 
wife, ſonns and daughters : and Mauricius pra 


| ſing God for puniſhing him in this life, acco- Þ 


ding to what be had deſired , acknowledged 
and confeſſed that the ſentence was iuſt, tot 
the iniuries he had don Saint Gregorie. 
John the Patriark dyed alſo ſuddenly by tl 
wſt indgement of our Lord, 

Anditis no wonder that Godſhould ſo {ev 
rely take an acccount ofthe affrontsand ini 
ries which were offered to this holy man:ſeeing 
he was perlecuted for no other reaſon thel 
for his zeale of Gods gloric , and carc 
he tooke to cowply with the duties of hisclut 
ge,with ſuch 4 reſolute courage and magnath 
mity of one ſide (he being the Superiout ofall) 
and onthe other fide againe with ſo proio 
kumility , and exemplar patience, that it Vi 


- eucn A mizacle that two ſuch different thing 


covld be ſo well knitt and ioined toget" 
ſeverity and reſolution in conſerving 

maintaining his dignity , as he was Pops 
and meckres and bumulity , whereby ru 
ſideripg himſclt asa privat perſon , he calt {l 
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{if vader the fecte of every one. You ſhall 
fee him ſometimes giue orders, and command 


| Biſhops , Iudges , and euen Kings to obſerue 
| and keepe them, with ſuch an abſolute autho- 


rity as tO degrade and depoſe them from their 
office and dignity, if they obey him. not. At 
other times you shall ſce him ſtoope and hum- 
ble himſelf ,as if he were the meaneſt and loweſt 
of all, and as the very duſt of the earth, For as 
he himſelf ſpeaketh , Superiours ought not to loo- 
he pon the power of their dignity, but wpon 
the equality of buman condition which 15 between 
them and their ſubietis, They are not to retoice 
to ſee themſelues ſuperionurs ouer men , but to be 
muceable unto them. Yet it falleth out ſometi- 
mes that he that rules , for his preeminence, and 
authority becommeth wvaine in his hart ; and 
ſeeing all wnqder his command , and that he 
is readily obeyed , his ſubiefs praifing the good 
which be doth , and not contradifting bim its 
hat is ewill , but many times admiring and ex- 
tling that which is reprebenſible and blame- 
wrthie, be commeth to be ſeduced by things that 
ar: teneatb him , whilſt his bart ſwells and puf- 
feth bim wp abowe bimelf : and ſeeing bimſelf 
Jajported by fanour and popular applanſe ;be re- 


myns emptie and void of truth ; and forgetteth | 


tinjelf,ginving eare to Words of flatterie , and 
telieving bimſelf to be ſuch , as be heareth himſelf 
ts be ſpoken of and eſteemed abroad, and not ſuch 
as really and in truth be is within; and hence be 
von: to defpiſe his ſubiefs, and not to acknow- 
lege that they are his equalls in nature , iudging 
bumfelf to be better then they are in life, for that 
bv ſurpaſſeth them in power 3 and becauſe be can 
u more, be preſumeth that be knoweth more then 
Pl of them. ; ; 
Saint Gregories humility was ſo great, that 
he called all Prieſts his Brothers, the Clergit of 
tnferiour ranke his deareſt children : ſecular men 
he ſaluted Lords ,and their wines Lads. And 
himſelt although he were ſoucraine Biſhop, 
Paſtor, and vniuerſall Patriark of the Church, 
would by no meanes be called Lord, but on 
tiecontrarie qualified himſelf with the title of 
fruant of the ſeru ants of God , which he vſcd 


| 
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in bis Apoſtolicall letters , and all following | 


Popes in imitation of him, haue done the like. - 
ten a certaine Lady, Ruſticiana, had called 
elf in a letter to him bs /eruant, he rebu- 
ke ber for it, and deſired her to change her 
;for that he was not Lord , but ſeruant of 
WAndin 3 letter vnto 4 Lady of honour to 
Ewpreſle, whoſe name was Gregoria , a- 
other things he writeth thus. Whereas 
I's a threaten that you will newer zine ouer 
ty atone me , vntill I Write unto you that 
ul bath rewealed voto me that your fins are 
Madonned ,you demand 2 thing that is both bard 
"ud vaprofitable. It is hard , becauſe F am not 
0__ to baue reuelations. Unprofitable , be- 
aſe 20u ought nat to be aſſured of the remiſ- 


| higher in bis yn the more ſenfibly you do 
his 


fion of your finns wntill the laſt moment of your 

life, When you can no more bewaile them , "Until 
that houre come, be always in feare and doubt 
for your finr , and for more ſecurity wasb them 
dayl; atay Yith your teares. Inan other epiſtle 
written to Steephen Biſhop he faith : You shew 
me great fauour in your letters, and more then 
F dejerue, fince it is Written praiſe not 3 man 
whilſt he is liuing, «And ſeeing F am not wor- 
thie to beare thoſe praiſes which you do giue me, 1 
beg of you that by your prayers you will make 
me Wworthie ; to the end that you hauing ſpoken 
that g:od of me which is not in me , from hence 
forth F may come to haue it becauſe you haut 
ſaid it. One Iobn , 4 Perftan Abbot,a man of 
great ſanity, and high merit with God, came 
to Rome tor to viſite the bodies of the. holy A- 
poſtles Saint Peter and Saint Paul ; and feeing 
Saint Gregorie Pope paſſing by the ſtreet, 


Gregorie prevented him , and fell firſt at his, 
and would not riſe , yntill the Abbot were firſt 
riſcn, And as long as he ſtayed at Rome, he 
prouided him with all things neceſfaric, From 
this fource of humility did flow the knowlege 
and feeling which hc had of himſcltand of his 
infirmities: for thus he writ to the Emperour 
Mauricius in the heat of his perſecutions. 7 
am & great ſinner ,and becauſe 1 do offend God 
continually, F think, at the Hay of the dreadfull 
indgment T shnll find ſome mercy and pardon of my 
offences , becauſe 1 am inceſiantly affiitled for 
them. «And Syr I dobeleene ,that you do fo much 
the more appeaſe Gods intignation , —_—_— 

F-- 
ff me, as his ſlothfull aud naughty ſernant. 
For the Saiats the neerer they are , and the 
niore they partake of the tountaine of deuine 
light, the more clearly they do diſcouer euen 
their leſt faults, and the obligation which 4 
creature hath to the ſourraine Maieſty of the 
creator.From the ſame bumility al fo proceeded 
the contempt of all eanthly things;for although 
the holy man poſſeſſed much , yet his hart 
was free and diſpoſieficd ; and cleaued to no- 


| thing. And that we might the betier vader- 


ſtand this, it tell out that 4 holy Hermite, who 


had ſpent many yeares in the deſert in conti- 
nuall prayer and pennance , begged of our 
Lord to declare vato him what reward be vas 
to haue for hauing abanaonned all the commo» 
aities of this life, for to ſerue bim in ſo ſir1f7 po» 
erty. And one night it was told him in his 
ſleepe that he might expe? 4 reward equall 
ro that Which Was due vito Gregories pourrtys 
The Hermite was much troubled at this anſw- 
er, thinking that his powert) Was not pleaſing 
wnto God, fince be promiſed him no other recom- 
pence, then What Was to teginen to ſo rich and 
wealthie 4 Prince as was Saint Gregorie. He las 
mented his caſe day and night, as of an vahappie 


man,who had ſpent ſo much time and RW 
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would have caſt himſeltat his feete ; but Saint - 
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m— In vaine ; vntill our Lotd appearing vnto him | 
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Saint Gregorie the Great, Pope, and Door. 


in his ſleepe did diſabuſe him of his error , and 
faid vnto him, Seeing it is not the poſſeſſion of 
riches Which maketh 4 man rich , but the neſne 
and lowe of them ow Aareſt thom compare thy p0- 
werty with Gregories riches ? for thou baſi more 
af «ion for thy cat, then Gregorie bath for all the 


meanes and niches which be poſieſſeth : which he | 


is j0 far from lowing , that Le contemneth them, 
and beſtvveth them liberally pon the poore , ſo 
that in bis bart he is more puore then thou at. 
With this true poverty of ſpirit this moſt in- 
comparable man ioined the vertue of patience 
in the greateſt perfection, For it 1s enough to 
make 3 man aſtoniſhed, to ſee how he ſuffered 
the publick calamities of his time; the moſt cru- 
ell , blocdie and continuall war which the 
Lombads made againſt him, the perſecutions 
and iniuries which he endured trom thoſe who 
were ill affe&ed towards him , and the moſt 
painſull and troubleſome diſeaſes, wherewith 
our Lord did exerciſe him, and purified him 
like gold in the Chryſoble,to make him more 
wotthie to <nioy him. He ſpeaketh thus of 
timſely. 1t is nov about twogeares that F baue 
kept my bed for sharp paines of the gout, /o that 
1haue bin ſcarcely able to riſe on- jeſiinall nays 
for to ſay eMaſſe : and ſtraight ays the violence 
of the paine makes me return againe to led , for 
it 1s jo terrible that it forceth me to figh ana 
grone, It is ſometimes more tolerable , ſometimes 


Jeſſe; but neuer ſo remiſſe as to leaue me , nor ſo 


intenſe as to kill me , fo that 1 am enery day ay- 
ing, anilyet can not ty. Tt is no maruell , that 
being ſo zreat 4 ſinner as Þ am , God detaineth 
me ſiill in priſon. And in an other epiſtle he 
writeth thus. 7 do Leg of you that you Will pray 
moſt earneſtly for me 4 poore ſinner ; for the paine 
of my bony, and bitternes of my hart , the deſo- 
lation and rauage Which T ſee among theſe barta- 
vous enemies , dy extremly afflitt me. eAlthough 
in the midieſi of theſe miſeries I ſeeke not my tem- 
porall conſolation but only the eternall;Which of my 
ſelf F can not obtaine of our Lord , but do ex- 
pet? to gett it by your prayers. And we do gather 
out of his other epiſtles,that our Lord had ſo 
conſumed and worne him out with ſicknes, that 
being otherways full and corpolent, he faith 
thathe vas become drie and withered as if he Yere 
alredie in the graue,and that he had no other com- 
fort then the hope and expettatiun of dying joune 
And he begged inceſiantly ot all his trends to 
pray ourLord to 2:#e him con# ancy and patience, 
leaſt my fins (ſaith he ) which might be remeaied 
by patience, come to be augmented by my impa- 
tience. And our moſt meicifull Lord atter he 
had refined and purified this holy Prelate with 
ſo many troubles and afflitions, at length ac- 
compliſted his defires , and ſet him free from 
the priſon of his mortall bodie,for to give him 
the crowne of glorie , which he bad ſo well 
geſerued by his great labours, heroicall ver- | 


tues, and heavenly do&rine wherwith he had 
adorned, enlightned and gouerned his Church 
thirteene yeares, fix months , and nine days, 


| This blefled Pope dyed on the day , on which 


the holy Church celebrateth his ſeaſt , to wit 
the twelfe of March, in the yeare of ourLoid 
{1x hundred and tourc, and ſecond of the Em. 
perour Phocas; of whom ſctting a ſide many 
clogiums and fingular prailes which holy Do. 
ors do giuc him, ſtiling him & perſon of my 
eminent learning, Prince of deuines , light of 
Philoſophers , the grace of orators , mirrom 

Janttity , organe of the holy Ghoſt , 1 will only 
{ct downe the words of Saint Ildefonſus Arch. 
biſkop of Toledo ; although they are fad per. 
haps with ſome exaggeiation. Saint Gregoris 
Was ſo adorned with the merits of all thoje who 
lined before him , that Without any comparijes 
between him and famous men , we find ws 


| thing tn all antiquity which is equall with him, 


for be ſurpaſieth Saint eAntome in [anfiiy, 
Saint Cyprian in eloquence, Saint Auguſtine in 
knoWlege etcztera, thus ſpeaketh Saint 1idetons 
ſus, and Saint Jfidoze writeth that zone of the 
Doors of bis time, or of thoſe that Were befus 
kim, can equall bim, Apd it is ſaid in the eight 
councill ot Toledo. Iz morall things $.Gregau 
is to be preferred almoſt before all the Dutta 
of the Church. 

Saint Gregories perſecutions ceaſed not 
with his death , but rather encreaſed, that his 
ſanity might he teſtified and confirmed by mi- 
racles from heauen : there was choſen to fac 
ceede him, Sabinianus,a man not ſo charitable, 
nor ſuch a frend to the poore, as was Saint 
Gregorie. The yeare after Saint Gregoricsde- 
ath there was a great famin at Rome, whereof 
wany periſhed. The poeple had recourle to 
the Pope in their diſtrefle, alleaging them 
ritable care, 8herewith his Predeceſsor Gregi 
wed to prowide for tlgm in ſuchneceſſities. vat 
nian and his flattercrers were gauledat this, 
theretorethey gaue out that Gregorie had tin # 
vaine man,extremly lauish, andbad ſo vaſtfuly 


| ſpent and exbauſted the meanes of the Chutd, 


that nov it Was not able to find any (wp) 
this ſo preſſing neceſſity, And this calumny pal 
led 1o tar that they commanded all the boods 
to be gathered together, and burnt , which ths 
holy Doctor had writ in 4 devine ſtile 
with heauenly light, for the incomparabeg# 
od and profite of the vniverſall Catholic 
Chuich, and in cffe@ ſome were burnt , faill 
lohn the deaccn ,or atleaſt according toB# 
ronius , ſhould haue bin burnt, had they od! 
bin preſerued by the care and induſtric ofPe- 
ter the deacon, who had bin very intimate! 
tamiliare with Saint Gregorie , and whom 
his dialogues he bringeth in diſcourting with 
him. Ior this good man ſeeing the yniult a 
vnreaſonable proceedings of Sabinianus,Wh9 


without all cauſe was 1o tertibly incenſed# 
gainf 


12.7 mour and flatter him blew the coales, and calt 
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Saint Gregorie the Great, Pope, and Door, 


inſt Saint Gregorie ; and that many to hu- 


ca oyle into the fire ; and that the very poeple 
yhom Saint Gregorie with ſo many and ex- 
traordinarie fauours had infinitly obliged being 
inueigled by others , were ſtirred vp againit 
him , firmed that be bad often ſeen the boly 
Ghoſt in forme of 4 doue wpon Saint Gregories 
head whilſt he was Writing , and that it would 
h an wnſufferable affront and iniurie done to 
the ſame holy Ghoſt to burn thoſe boocky which 
bet in Written by bis inſlin#7 and inſþ:ration. 
ind for to aſiure them of the truth of this be was 
readie ro confirm it with 4 publick, and ſolemn 
uth,and that if he :hould dy preſently after he 
had ſworn this, then they sbowld belieue that be 
had told them the truth , and ſo conſerne and re- 
yerence Saint Gregories Writings. But if he dyed 
wt preſentiy, they might take him to be 4 liar, 
ard that he himſelf would put fire to the ſaid 
kcks. The condition was accepted of. Peter 
ſyore what he bad faid , and as ſoone as he 
hdſworn , dyed. They all remained confoun- 
&d and aſtoniſhed , and ever after bore great 
reſpect vnato him, whom God had magnified by 
ſo publick 4 miracle. Hence the painters came 
to picture Saint Gregorie with a doue at his 
ate, for to ſignifie that the holy Ghoſt inſpired 
and diftated what he writ. But Sabinianus 
continuing ſtill niggard, hard and pinching to- 
wards the poore , dyed 4 litke while after of 
a greatpaine in his head. Grave Authors write 
that Saint Gregorie appeared thrice vnto him 
in his ſleepe , reprehending him for his want 
of chatity,and admoniſhed him to amend.which 
he _ do , he appearcdthe fourth time, 
and gave him 3 blow on the head, wherevpon 
befickned and dyed. Our Lord wrought many 
other miracles by the interceſſion of Saint Gre- 
put after his deccaſc ; and particularly vpon 
thoſe that profaned his Monafteric with their 
vicked life ; or conſumed and ſpent riotoully 
the goods and reuenewes of it ; or defrauded 
the poore of what he had appointed ſhould be 
gventhem ; or infine did other things vawor- 
tlie of that place, and of the reſpect andde- 
ution which was duc to ſo holy a father and 
Prelate, Which miracles are recounted by lohn 
Deacon, but we omitt them for to auoid 
polixity, And do begge of our Lord by the 
merits and prayers of this holy Pope and glo- 
Hous door of his Church , whom he hath ſo 
mich exalted vpon carth apd in beauen, to 
Fant VSprace tO imitate him according to our 
Weaknes, and to make vs partakers of the glory 
Wich he poſleſleth and caioyeths Amen. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT PATRICK, 


Bishop and Confeſſor , Apoſtle and 
Primate of Irland. 


Aint Patrick was born in the yeare 
of our Locdthree hundred fixty one; 
in that part of England ( or wales ) 
which is called Pembrocksbire.in the 
village Tabwrnia,hard by Emptor Towne ,now 
called Saint Daxids, x place moſt famous for 
the education and habitation of Saints. He was 
of a noble extraftion ; his fathers name was 
Calphurnius, and his mothers, Conques or con« 
queſla, fiſter to the moſt renowned Saint Mar 
tia , Biſhop of Tours. They were both} of 


If 


They Chriſtened this ſonne of theirs by the 
name of Sochet ; which afterwards Saint Ger- 
man, when he adminiſtred vato him the Sas 
crament of confirmation , changed into A- 
nics, and Pope Celeſtine, when he ordained 
mBiſhop,changed(as we ſhallſec afterwards) 
into Patricias, or in our language Patrick, How 
pretious his ſoule was in the fight of God, and 
what a great light he wasto be to the Church, 
was ſignified and betokened by the rare ver- 
tucs and the guift of working miracles , whe- 
rewith our Lord adorned him in his childhood. 
For cuen then his ordinary occupation was to 
praiſe and blefſe the holy Name of God by 
reciting or ſinging Pſalmes, hyms and fpiritu« 
all canticles; and he was wont cuery day to 
fay the whole Palter of Dauid. But among all 
deuotionsnone ſeemed fo deare , ſweete, and 
familiar to him ,as to adore and call ypon the 
moſt bleſſed Trinity by often making the figne 
ofthe holy Croſſe : which he did vw ſo muck 
faith and confidence , that by vertue of it he be« 
came in manner omnipotent, In dangers this 
was his ſecurity, indiſtrefſe this was his rcliefe, 
in hungar or wantthis was his ſtore and proui- 
fion,in any miſchance that befell himſelf or 0+ 

thers it was his remedic z it was his comfort in 

aMiQtion ; and his entertainment in proſperity. 

By this , whilſt he was4 litlechild,he healed his 

lifter, who had molt pititully cutand wounded 

her head by falling vpon 4 ſharp-edged flint.By 

this he Ropped and dryed vp a great inunda- 

tion of waters , that threatned preſent ruine 

anddeſtruftionto many houſes : by this he tur 
ned 3 cup of cold water into hony for the 

comfort of his nource that wasfick. By this he 


| made 3 rauenous wolte, that bad ſnatcht vp ; 


Non lambe 


them Chriſtians, and much addiged to piety. 
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Sainc Patrick Bishop, and Confeſſor; x 


rived at the height of perfe&ion and the cleare 
hoht of God.His food was herbs and roots; All 
the time he could ſpare from his work was ſpent » 


in prayer, although whilſt he was labouri 


lambe and run away with it , bring back his 
prey ,and lay it downe at his feete. And how 
dexterouſly he was to uſe and manage this 
generall and vniuerſall inſtrument of a Chri- 
ſtian, the boly Croſſe , ſeemeth to haue bin f1g- 
nified by what God wrought by him and for 
him in his infancy : when 4 blind man was 
warned by a voice from heauen to take the 
right hand of this litle babe newly Chriſtened, 
and with it to make a crofle vpon the ground; 
which he had no ſooner done , but there guſhed 
forth a ſoueraine fountaine of water, where- 
with the man waſhing his eyes, recovered the 
ſight as well of his ſoule as body. And in this 
manner did Saint Patrick paſle over his child- 
hood. Put becauſe Almighty God ha/ſeparated 
him from his mothers Yombe , ani called him ty 
bis grace t0 reneale his (onne in him , that he 


should euangehxe him among the gentils; and 


intended to conlecrate him Bi:hop and Apoſtle; 
he would have him begin by times to crſider 
the Apoſile and high Prieſt of our confeſſion , 
Jeſus, and in imitation of him to be trained 
vp 1n perſecutions and labunrs from his youth. 
For when he was fixteen yeares old, certaine 
pyrats landing in England, carried away many 
captiues, and among them Saint Patrick, whom 
they ſold in Ireland to a pagan Prince, named 
Milchoe, who deputed him io keepe and feede 
ſwine. He that with faithfall eyes {h-uld haue 
beheld this bleſſed youth , eminent tor birth, 
and far more conſpicuous for yertue, in bon- 
dage to a hard maſter , and condemned to ſo 
baſe a ſeruice , might well think that he ſaw 
the Patriark loſeph , fold into Egypt, and caſt 
into priſon : for there {eemeth to be 4 great 
afhnity and likenes between them. Ioſeph, in 
the opinion of lome , was at that time much 
about the age, that Patrick was now of.Ioſeph 
after his ſertitude and humiliation, was exal- 
ted to great power and authority, and made 
Lord otall Egypt. Patrick after he had bin fold, 
had ferucd , and endured great afflitions and 
miſerics 1n freland , became Apoſtle and Pri- 
mzte,and 1s now the Patron, Prote&or , and 
Lord ct the counticy. loſeph in & great famin 
ted and maintained all the poeple with corn; 
and Patrick with the wholſome fuſtenance of 
the Chriſtian Catholick faith and the bread 
of life nouriſhed the Iriſh nation , which was 
ſterved and periſhing with ſpirituall hungar. 
loleph made vle of that viſitation of God,and 
paintull affliction tor the aduancement of his 
loulc, and unproucment in vertuc:and Patrick 
by his ſlauery cacreafed in ſanctity , and con- 
firmed himſclt dayly in the lous of God and 
praftiſe of verruc. A kundicd times by day and 
as often by night vpon his knees he adored 


the living God: and his prayer was accompa- 


nied with faſting : for with theſe two wings 
he liſted himſelf vp,and tooke that flight which 
he never interrupted or flacked , yatill he ar- 


and working , he never ceaſed from reciting 
Pſalmes and hymns, nor could the cold rior 
of the ſeaſon or ſharpnes of weather make 
him to interrupt his accuſtomed deuotions, In. 
hne as Godfor/ooke not Fuſt” Toſeph being ſold, 
as the Scripture faith, but delivered him from 
ſinners , and in bands lett him not ; lo did he by 
himfelt and by his Angells viſire and comfort 
Saint Patrick during his ſervitude. 'T he Angcll 
deputed for his cuſtodie was called (as himſelf 
revealed) vifor, which muſt not ſeeme incre- 
dible or ſtrange for Angels , faith Saint Grego- 
gorie , are called by particular names, that theres 
by may be ſignified the vertue and power Which 
they baue. And Saint Patrick , who was to 0- 
uercome that troubleſome captiuity , to over. 
throw the idolls ot Ireland, and to ſubdue vnto 
Chriſt that whole nation, might well be garded 
and aſſiſted by a victorious Angell , that by (6 
happie 4 name portending vi#orie, he might 
be the more hartned and encouraged to the 

many and great combats. which were prepared 

for him. This Angell told him where he ſhould 

find a ſumme of mony ſufficient fot his ranſo- 

me ; which when he had payed to his maſter, 

after ſix yeares captiuity he returned home to 

his Parents a free man, 

And not long after our Lord began to dif- 
poſe him to fett his very maſters tree from 4 
oreater {laueric, and to bring them out of the 
thraldome of the deuill and fin, io the libertit 
of the children of God. For as the great Apoſtle 
of the world, Saint Paul, was called to preach 
inMacedonia by a viſion of one of that nation, 
begging helpe and aſſiſtance from him ; and in 
later times Saint Francis Xauerius , Apoſtle of 
the new world , was inuited into India by of- 
ten dreaming that he carried an Indian vpon 
his back ; ſo was Saint Patrick incited and 
ſtirred vp to the conucrhion of the Iriſh by this 
viſion. He thought that he was preſented with 
4 letter out of Ireland, which began thus. Hes 
oft vox Hibernigenarum. This is the wait of 
the Trichmen, And whulſt he was reading it,\4 
multitude of Infants that were yet in their mo- 
thers wombs,moſt lamentably called ypon hin 
We beſeech thee , o boly Father , to come and t- 
werſe with vs , and ſet ws free. By this viſion, 
as alſo by the adviſe of the Angell , that often 
appeared vnto him , and dire&ted him in al 
his courſe , he vnderſtood that God had 2p" 
pointed him to preach vato that nation- A 
to prepare himſelf for that funfion hc applicth 
his whole ſtudie to the vaderſtanding of 
holy Scripture , but knowiug that it, is now3)® 
ſecure to be therein his owne maſter, he goc 
oucr into France vato Saint German , Biſhop 
of Auxerre and ſtudicth this holy __— _ 


arſe 
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eares-vnder him. By whom alſo he was pro- 


0 moted to holy orders. Thence he weat to 
act Saint Martin , Biſhop of Tours, his vncle,who 


cloathed him with the habit of a Monck of 


thoſe times, and taught him all Monaſtical] | 


diſcipline and obſeruance. Saint Patrick being 
thus furniſhed with divine ſciences, and moſt 
rrofitable examples of thoſe worthie Prelats, 
thelight of their age, S. Martin and S, German, 
reſolued to go to Rome , to receive from the 
Sa Apoſtolick his Miſſion and commiſſion of 
preaching the Goſpel. Of which iourney of 
tis Cardinall Baronius writeth thus at the 
yeare of our Lord foure hundred thirty and 
one. You ſee that it is cleare and euident unto 
al, that for the conuerſton of nations the Goſpel 
is to be received from the Sea «Apoſtolick,, ſeeing 
that from the furtheſt part of the world , or to 
frake Yith the Poet , from the Britans that arc 
ſeparated from the whole world, Saint Patrick 
wmmeth for this purpoſe to Rome. He was in- 
tertained kindly by the Pope , Celeſtine the 
fiſt, who hauing vnderſtood the cauſe of his 
comming , and found him to be ſound in do. 
acine, and of 4 moſt holy and exemplar life , 
ordained him Biſhop, and ſent him as preacher 
and Apoſtle into Ireland : he alſo changed the 
name Magoniws , which had bin given him 
in France by Saint German into Patricis, 
propheticall y infinuating that God had choſen 
him to be father of innumerable people , whom 
by bis labours and preaching he was to bring 
to cternall life, In his iourney to Ircland he 


viſited Saint German , his Maſter , who beſ- 


towed ypon him ſacred chalices; veſtments and 
other ſacred vtenſfils. 

The wicked ſpirits wete much troubled at 
hiscomming and vſed all meanes poſſible for to 
hinder it, When he came in ſight of the land, 
they tooke horrible and vgly ſhapes, and in- 
uiroging it round about, ſtood as vaſt armie 
of piants in aray , for to oppoſe his entrance. 
But the Saint nothing terrified, and confiding 
God, with his accuſtomed weapon , the 
trumphant ſigne of the Crofle put thein all to 


flight, He had more todo with their emiſlarics, | 
and chiefe ſupports, magitians, and ſuch noble | 


men and Princes,as were deluded and 1nue1gled 
by them ; but theſe alfo he overcame and yan- 
quilted by prayer , patience and conſtancy, 
andby his many and ftupendious miracles. He 


; Vasno ſooner landed, but one Dichum,a prin- | 


Cipall man of the countrey, as well for wealth 

and nobility, astor {trength of body and gre- 

anes of courage,in the fight of 2 great multi- 

tude of men, intended with his owne hand to 

make away with him ; but in the very heate of 

his fury being ſtruck with 4 numneſle ofall his 

limbes, he acknowledged the powerfull hand 

0 God, and demanding pardon of his teme- 
Iarjous Impicty, wasthe firſt of the inhabitants 

treceived the Chiiſtian faith ;and was ſo 


| 
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addicted to Saint Patrick , that he gaue vnto 
him the place where this happened , ia which 
he built a Monaſterie , which to this day is 
called Savall , Saint Patricks grange. The holy 
man had 4 particular deſire to gaine to Chriſt, 
his old maſter Milchoe , whom he had ſerued 
fix yeares:but the perverſe mans mind could not 
be wrought vpon, yet his two daughters, who 
were both called by one name, Z meria, became 
Chriſtians and Saints , and ſhined after their 
death with miracles.Diuerſe Princes and petty- 
Kings were alſo conuerted by him ;as the King 
of Dublin ; whoſe ſonne and daughter (whe- 
reot one was drowned, the other Tad of ſick- 
nes) Saint Patrick raiſed to life; and the King 
of Mounſter ; who entring one morning into 
his Temple for to adore his Gods, found them 
all fatt ypon the ground , and although he 
olten raiſed them vp and placed them) in their 
(cats, yer ſtill they fell downe againe : whereat 
being much aſtoniſhed he vnderſtood atlength 
that Saint Patrick was ccming , betore 
whom the Idolls could no more itand\, thert 
could dagon in preſence of the Arck. But the 
prime King of the countrey Leogarius, vnto 
whom the reſt were tributarie; could neither 
be conuinced by miracles , nor wonne with 
fauours, nor tamed with ſcourges : and all the 
wonders which Saint Patrick wrought, had no 
othereffet with him, then Moyſes his miracles 
had vpon Pharao ; to make him become more 
ſtubborne and obſtinate: yet they did further 
very much the conuerſion of his ſubie&s , and 
euen of the queen herſelf and her two daugh- 
ters. Theſe two young ladys the Saint promited 
that they ſhould be eſpouſed to the King of 
heauen , and raigne eternally with him, if they 
would belieue his doQrine and be baptiſed : 
which when they had performed , and challen« 
ped his promiſe , the Saint adminiſtred vnto 
them the holy Bodie of Chriſt, and ſoone after, 
with grcat {weetnes and ioy they rendred vp 
their pure ſoules into the chaſt embracements 
of their heaucnly Spoufe. The miracles which 
Saint Patrick wrought were fo great and fo 
extraordinaric , that many make difficultie 
to believe them , although I ſce not why we 
ſhould call thoſe in queſtion which are'ſet 
downe by ancient,grauc, and prudent Authors, 
eſpecially if we do contider a particular reaſon, 
why this Saint might have bin aduantaged with 
the power of working mizxacles, aboue the or- 
dinarie meaſure which God hath fliated to 
other Apoſtolicall men and great Saints, For 
being to preach ina nation, where there Was co» 
pious ſtore of dewill; w:ifably appearing ,and iafie 
nite multitudes of magitians ; that the like is 
not recorded of any orber countrey or king dome, 
(as the Authors of his life , nariues ofthe plce 


ce, do tell vs) it was futable with the diuine 


prouidence that the /igues of this mans eApo- 


| ſtlesbip shonld be done pea the people as Saint 


Fay 
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Paul fpeaketh,not only ix all patience, but alſo 


I7s in fignes and wonders and mightie deedes ,tor to 
Marcy confound and controle the oper ation of Sathan, 


which there more then in any place was 2 al 
power and lying ſixnes and wonders. That where 
the Ceuills had their ſtrongeſt hold, Gods power 
might more appeare, and the kingdome of wic- 
ked ſpirits might he turned into the habitation 
of Angells , and for troopes of maguans the 
countrey might abound with multitudes of 
oreateſt Saints, And infine that we might all 
learne the power and command which .God 
communicated vnto his ſeryant Saint Patrick 
ouer the elements , and the whole courſe of 
nature ,yea cuen hell itſelf, by the meanes ot 
that victorious Angell, whom be aſhgned him 
for his gardian and protector. But leauing theſe 
oreat miracles tobe read in other Authors, 
1 will content my {elf with Saint Patricks ow- 
ne teſtimonie , who wiiteth thus toa trend : 
our Lord imparted to me , his unworthie litle 
one , the wertue of doing ſuch ſiznes amang this 
pagan poeple , as We read not the like to haue 
bin wrought enen by the «Apgſiles themſelues,/o 
that in the Name of our Lord T BSVS, } 
haze raiſed from the dead , bodies turned into 
aches many yeares before. Yet notwithſtanaing 1 
pray that none eſteeme me for thoſe or other like 
miracles worthy to ſtand in compariſon with the 
eApollles or any men of perferrion , ſeeing F am 
4 wretched ſinner and contemptible. One mira- 
cle is moſt famous and well knowne to the 
whole world; that he did ſo free and 1id the 
countrey of all venemous beaſts , that none 
could cuer fince breed or live in Ireland : and 
eucn the very wood of the contrey hath a 
ſtrange vertuc and force againſt poiſon, ſo that 
it 18 commonly reported that Kings College 
in Cambrige being built of Iriſh wood, no 
ſpider doth cuer come neere it. He was as emi» 
nent for the guitt of Propheſie ; and amon 
other things it 1s ſaid that of all the chief: 
Saints of Ireland , eſpecially of Munſter and 
Connatt , that were to be borne within the 
compaſle of one hundred yeares, he foretold 
their names, lives, and places of habitation : 
as allo the future ſtate of Ireland, even ynto 
theſc our times. His buinility was wonderfull 
reat ; tor he wasncuer putfcd vp witha con- 
ccit of himiclt tor ſuch adauirablec graces which 
God bad given him : but thuvgit and tiled 
himlclt: the greateſt ſinner in the worid and moſt 
contempiih.e among men, and theretore laboured 
tor his wing, like Saint Paul, in fiſhing, tilling 
the ground , and particularly in building of 
Churches. And for to be in a perpetvail exer- 
cile Of this veitue , he kept always in his com- 
panie ſome leapers, whom he lerued and tended 
moit carctally, waſking with his owne hands 
their {oares and vicers , and providing them 
withall neccflaries, From this humility procce- 
ded his moſt ſweet and affable converſation, 


by which he accommodated himſelf toall fon; 
and conditions of people , and did ſowin they, 
love and affefion, that(as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
of the Galatians ) zf zt could be done , they woulj 
baueplucked out their eyes andginen then: to bin 
as for their lands and poſleflions they did 
preſſe them vpon him , that the Saint himſe! 
vpon an occaſion ſaid to Saint Secundinys 
if F would accept of all that wouldbe giuenm 
I should not leaue ſo much as the pafure of ty 
horſes in Ireland. But he was tar from tak 
any thing for himſelf, If = rich man ſent hin 
a preſent , he either refuſed it , or commande}. 
it preſently to be giuen to the poore, Thok 
who were churliſh vnto him were puniſhedhy 


Almihgty God. He begged oncea tew fiſhes Þ 


ſome fiſhermen who had taken them in oreat 
quantity,and they refuſing him that litle relie. 
te, all the fiſh wherewith their riuer aboun- 
ded , vaniſhed , and were conueighed into an 
other river which neuer had had that comms. 
dity before. His prayer and mortification wy 
in 2 manner without intermiſſion. For beſides 
what we recounted of his deuotions during his 
captiuity, he came afterwards to proſtrate hin: 
ſelt three hundred times in the day in adorati- 
on ofthe deuine Maieſty.The night he deuided 
into three parts; whereof the firſt he ſpentin 
reciting a hundred Pſalmes, and in makingtyo 
hundred genuflexions, The ſecond part he 
paſſed over ſtanding in cold water, and reciting 
the reſt of the Pſalmes and ſome other prayer, 
And the. third part he allotted to fleepe and 
reſt , which he tooke vpon the bare ground, 
with 3 ſtone vnder his head for 3 boſe He 

girded continually his loines with 4 roughand 
courſe hairecloth, which he ſteeped ſometimes 

in cold water. His chiefe Patrons , whom he 

did particularly honour, were our bleſſcdLady, 

of whom he vſed to ſpeake with wonderfull 

reuerence, Saint Michael the Archangel, his 

Angell Gardian, Saint Ioha the Euangelil 

whoſe devine and myſterious Apocalipſchert- 

cited every day zand the holy Prophet Elias, 

who being called vpon by him in his tempt» 

tions came viſibly to helpe him. By whole and 

Moyles example, but chiefly in imitationofoit 
ble{ſedLord and Saviour, he faſted a wholc lett 
without taking any ſuſtenance at all, Againl 
dangers and perſecutions he armed himft 
with certain verſes of the Pſalmes : as : LetG# 
ariſe and his enemies be diſperſed : and let th 
that hate bim fly from bis face. With whil 
words he defeated all the power of King Lev 
garius , who came with armed men tor tokil 
him: and an other time ſeeing him commin; 

for the ſam wicked intent, with a number 

horſes and chariots, he defended himſel(will 

thoſe words : theſe in chariots and theſein Wt 

ſes: but we vill inuocate in the Name of the Lind 
our Lord. But his maine refuge, and the {hicl 


wherin he molt confided , was, as We —_ 
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Saint Patrick Bish 


fore , the ſigne of the holy, Croſle : wherein he 
ke ſo much delighe and contentment, that 


himſelf with ita hundred times. He would hauc 
cyery Chriſtians grave marked and fenced 
with that figne of ſaluation. And once paſſing 
by a tombe W here there was planted a Croſle; 
he commanded the dead man to tell him:what 
for Religion he had lin of ? who anſwered 
that be dyed 4 pagan ,"ignorant of the Chriſtian 
Reli010n And the Saint replyed:Yhat then bane 
you to do With the Croſſe of Chriſt ? the dead man 
anſwered : be that lyeth buried neere to we is 4 
Ciriſtian. And one of your Relizion bringing 4 
Croſſe , by 4 miſtake put it at my graue. Pie- 
{ently the Saing remoueth the Crotle trom the 
2gans to the Chriſtian mans tombe, By this 
ſar&ity of life , Eeroicall vertues, and by the 
irceſſant paines and labour which he tooke 
in going about the countrey and preaching 
the word of God ; he rooted qut idolatry , 
chaled away the deuills;conuerted many ofthe 
magitians , confounded and deſtroyed the reſt, 
planted and {ettled Chriſtian Religion , and 
inflamed the harts of the people with ſo great 
; love of God and zeale ot perie&ion ; thata 
oreat part of them became Religious , and far 
more would have done the fame, if he would 
taue permitted them, There Was mot 2 Vildernes 
(G@ith locelinus , an ancient Author , who is 
faid tohave writ this ſtorie by commandment 
of Saint Malachic) or /carce any corner or place 
in all theFland, which was not replenished with 
perfeA «Monks and holy Nunns, jo that Treland 
by 4 peculiar name Vas inſtly called all the world 
over The Iland of Saints. They /ized according 
to the preſcript and tenour of life , Which Saint 
Patrick ſet them downe.for contempt of the world, 
defme of beauenly things anortification of the flesh, 
ablication of ſelf vill , they matched the «Monks 
of Egypt both in merit and number : and illu- 
ſtrated many forraine countreys With dofrine and 
Religion. And what Iocclinus faith is confir- 
med by the teſtimony of Saint Bernard , who 
in the life of S. Malachie writeth thus of the 
famous Monaſtery of Bangor in Ireland. A place 
truly boly; and fruitfull of Saints bringing forth 
abundant fruit to God ,in ſomuch that one only 
cyldof that holy congregation , whoſe name was 
Luanus, is reported to hae bin himſelf alone 
Jounder of 4 hundied eMonaſteries ; which F 
ſprake that by this one the reader may gather how 
infinit the reſt of the multitude Was ; in brief the 
ranches thereof bane ſo filled both Ireland and 
Satland , as We may think, that thoſe werſes 
0f Dauid ded chiefly fortell of theſe times. Thou 
haſt viſited the earth ,and made it drunk:thou 
haſt multiplied to enrich it..Azd theſe ſwarmes 
of Saints baue not only ſpread them/elues in the 
Wuntreys s fore aid , but haue aiſo , as it vere, 
Werflone into forraineparts. For Saint Colum:- 
van "mg trom thence into this our countrey of 


_ 
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France bailt the « Monaſterie of Lux0ninm and 
r ayſed 4 great poeple. This is the teſtimony of 
Saint Bernard of the ſanftity and devotion 
which floriſhed then in Ireland : and that it 
abounded hkewiſe with all fort of learning and 
good ſciences, we haue the authority of Saint 
Adelmus, who in his epiſtle to King Elfride 
writcth that7relandis no leſſe flored vith learned 
men, then are the heauens with glittering ftarrs: 
and it isreported to have bin a prouerbamong 
the engliſh Saxons : that whoſoewer was eminent 
among them for learning had bin brought vp in 
Ireland, 

The great Saint Patrick having by eight 
yeares Jabour thus propagated the Chriſtian 
faith ;in the yeare toure hundred thirty nine, 
reſolued togo to Rome, both to give an ac- 
count of his Apcſtleſhip , and viſite the holy 
city; and allo to confirme by the Popes au- 
thority the Epiſcopall Chaire which he had 
placed at Armagh, and decreed to make Me- 
tropolis of all Ireland, To confirme him in 
this holy purpoſe our Lord was pleaſed to vi- 
fite him by an angell, who appearing vnto kim 
approued of this intended iourney ; and decla- 
red ynto him to what Churches it was Gods 
will his holines ſhould diſtribute certain holy 
Relicks of the glorious Apoltles Saint Peter 


. and Saint Paul, and other Saints. Wherefore 


the bleſſed Pielate having ordained Biſhops 
and Prieſis, and other Miniſters ofthe Church, 
where he thought it was moſt conuenient ; 
gaue them his benedi&ion and Chriſtian tare- 
well ; and went with certain of his ſpirituall 
children this yeare to Rome : where he was 
confirmedin his Apoſtleſhip ; and obtained ſa- 
cred Relicks of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
and Saint Stephen Protomartyr ; whoſe body 
was found not long before to thegreat coms 
fort ofboth the Eaſt and Weſtern Church. Atter 
his return from Rome, being now almotit four- 
ſcore yeares old, he retired himſelf to Glaſtens 
bury , where he ſpent the reſt of his days, to 
wit thirty three years , in deuine contemplati« 
on ; neuer going out of that holy Monaſtery, 
vnles when he was forced either by ſome vr- 
gentneceſſity of the Church , or to celebrate 
a ſynode : in this happily imitating the Saints 
Fugatius and Damianus ; who after their Apo« 
ſolicall labours ; in the ſame place ſpent nine 
yeares in the praiſes of God, His manner of 
life here, in particular his ſtory mentioneth 
not : that which is found concerning him, 
for theſe laſt yeares ofthis lite , though it be but 
litle,notwithitanding is moſt certaine : for that 
it was wſitten in a paper or letter of his owne, 
which not only Catholick, but even hereticke 
Antiquarties vadoutedly acknowlege tor his. 
In this writing hauing recounted how he tound 
at Glaſtenbury tweluc holy men : whoje Ne» 
mes for their ſanflity be doubted not, Were Witt- 
ten in beauen, Who being honorably bore 
Ou0 cndcae 
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endeauoured by works of Chriſtian piety to 
adorne their noble extra&ion. He addeth mo» 


MA LA reouer how findingithem to liue like Ercmites, 


every one ſeuerall and a part, after his adioy- 
ning himſelf to them for that they were all of 
one ſoule and one hart, they ynanimouſly reſo- 
lued to live together vnder one roofe, and ma- 
de him ,though wholly againſt his will, their 
Superiour, Wvbo, as he ſaith (ſuch was his humi- 
lity amidſt all the prodigiovs miracles and 
wonderfull conucrfions God Almighty wrous 
ot by him) vas #0t Worthy to vnty the Latchet 


=_ shoves, Hence , and deſeruedly, this bleſ-. 
c 


d Saint is reckoned the firſt Abbot of the re- 
nowned Monaſtery of Glaſtenbury. The Saint 
gocth on and tells how he found here certaine 
writings of the Saints Fugatius and Damianus, 
which teſtified how the old Church there was 
built by 4 rexelation of the eArchangell Gabriel 
in honour of our inuiolated cAduocatreſie,by the 
tvelue —_— of Saint Philip and Saint Iames; 
ſo he calleth Saint Toſeph of Arimathea and his 
companions, So ancient in the Church of 
Chriſt is the holy vſe of the interceſſion and 

' mediation of the euer bleſſed virgin. He addes 
out of the ſame writings how that the aforeſaid 
Church was dedicated by our Lord himſelf 
from Heaven in honour of his Mother. After 
he had bin here4 long time, he together wich 
a brother called Wellias, with great difficulty, 
through a thick wood climbed vp to the top 
of 3 high mount in this Iland ; where they 
found an ancient and almoſt ruined Oratory ; 
into which they were no ſooner entred, but 
they were recreated with ſuch a perfume , as 
they ſeemed to themſclues to be in the garden 
of Paradiſe. Here he faith he found 4 certain 
volume , in the end whereof was teſtited how 
that the aforeſaid Fugatius and Damianus had 
built this oratory by the revelation of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt , in honour of Saint Michael the 
Archangel! , quatenus ibi ab bominibus bonorem 
baberet qui homines in perpetuos bonores, iuben- 
te Deo , eſt introduHurns , to the end'that be 
might there be bonoured by men ,wbo by the com- 
mand of God is to bring men to exerlaſting ho- 
n0ars, Being delighted , ſaith the Saint, with 
the writing we endeauoured to read itall and 
found in the ſame writing how the venerable 
Fugatius and Damianus ( he calleth them Fas 

arus and Druuinianus) had obtaincd an In- 
dulgence of thirty ycares for allChriſtians who 
ſhould piouſly viſe that place in honour of 
Saint Michael. A like Indulgence the ſame 
Saints had obtained from Pope Eleutherius 
for the aboue mentioned Church of our bleſſed 
Lady. And yet theſe holy Saints dyed in the 
yeare of Chriſt one hundred ninety one : fo 
ancient in Gods Churchis the vic of holy In- 
dulgences by the grant of the Sea Apoſtolik, 
But for our inſtruction to teach vs what an 
eſteere we ſhould have of holy places, where 


it is Gods will we ſhould-eſpecial! 
him and his holy Angells wir prowr, 
teth how that hauing foundſuch 2 freaſure of 
the denine goodnes, inuento ergo tanto divin, 
bonit atis the/auro,himſe]fand the good brother | 
faſted for three months , and gaue themſelues 
wholly to watching and praycr. He addes th 
efic& of their faſt. On 4 certain night having 
compoſed myſelf to reſt , our Lord Teſus appear | 
to me , ſaying : my ſerdant Patrick, thou nu 
know that F baue choſen this place for the hom 
of my Name and to the end that here men chiull | 
rewerently inwocate the helpe of my «Archanyil 
Michael. «And this sball be & figne both y 
thee and thy brethren, that they alſo may bel, 
Thy left arme shall wither , untill thou baſt tall F 
What thou haſt ſern to thy brethren in the ty. 
ling below , and shall haxe come hither aviin, 
«Ani ſo it bappened.From that day we appoin- 
ted two Brothers to be perpetually there,ynle 
after Superiours for iuft reaſon ſhould other. 
wiſe determin. He concludes his writ 
thus. Az4F, Brother Patrick, do grant 2bunil 
days Indulgence unto all , who sball Yith 4 piou 
intention cut downe the Wood ronnd bout th Þ 
y ſaid mountaine, to the end the good Chr. 

zans may with more eaſe pionfly viſite th Þ 
Church of the bleſied and perpetual virgin, ai | 
the aboue mentioned oratory. This is ancicnt 
and true Chriſtian picty indeed to make | 
holy pilgrimages to ſuch places, as Godeithee | 
by extraordinary Revelation , or by fi FE 
fauours and miracles teſtifieth it is his will,tht Þ 
his holy Mother , or other Saint or Angel ® | 
ſhould be there eſpecially honoured. - 

This great ſeruant of God, and Apoſtleof 

lreland dyed in the yeare of our Lord four 
hundred ſeauenty two, being a hundred and 
eleuen or twelue yeares old : and was butiel 
in the old Church of Glaſtenbury on the right 
fide of the Altar , an Angell reucaliog thati 
was Gods will he ſhould be buried there: and 
a great light or flame breaking out oftheſane 
place. Here his holy Bodie was placcd in 1 
tombe, in forme of apyramis, which in reue- Þ 
rence of the Saint was richly couered yitl 
filuerand gold. 4nd his memorie was there 
famous that the Church was called Saint MF 
ries and Saint Patriks Church. Thus were his , 
holy Relicks religiouſly kept till the burning 
of the old Church : afterwards , to wit about 
the yeare one thouſand one hundred gh 
{1x , together with the Bodies of Saint Gilds 
and others, they were taken vp ; and put in Y 


ſhrines were tranſlated into the new Churd. C 
The Roinan Martyrologe maketh mentiond ® 
SaintPatrick vpon the ſeaucnteenth ofMards ® &k 
on which day his feaſt is kept: which in Span” ® 8g 
through out the kingdome of Murcia, is wo tc 
derfully folem, and celebrated with an Octa, cc 
although it cometh in Lent : for that on Sao! tc 


Patricks day , and without all queſtion by - fo 
m 


Saint Patrick Bishop, and Confeſſor: 240 
« moſt powerfull interceſſion , the Mores were | Saint Luke do fay ofthis admirable man. But ____ 

17- driven out of Murcia, There was a certain hym- 

thici neor pious ſong compoſed by SaintSecundinus God did chooſe him , and the offices which he wazcu 
| in honour of Saint Patrick , which 4 good | gaue him. For it is moſt certaine that he did 
Abbot Colmanus was ſinging euer and anon; withall adorne him with the vertues, and other 
and being demanded his reaſon ariſwered: rhat | guifts and qualities which were neceſſarie for 
4s often as he ſung it, he entoyed the Saints pre- | to execute well his office and charge. God 
lente, and could not ſatiate himſelf with bebolding | choſe himfor to be the Spouſe, and conſequen- 
"bis moſt amiable and delightful countenance. | fly the head and ſuperiour of our bleſſed Lady 
And Saint Kenechus faw in a viſion the foule the virgin Marie , and therefore to be eſteemed 
of a wicked man , that was carried away by | and looked ypon as the father ofhis only ſon- 
the devuills,to be reſcued by Saint Patrick; for } ne. He choſe him for to gard that Temple of 
that he had born ſome deuotion to him , and | God, that San&uary of £ holy Ghoſt , that 
was wont to folemnize his feaſt ,and fing that rich cabinet of the moſt bleſſed Trinity : for to 
hymn. 50 oratefull a ſeruice it isto God , to | beare her companie who carried the word of 
honour his Saints , celebrate their feaſt, andſing | God in her wombe , to ſerue her whom the 
their praites. | Angells do waitc vpon; and to be entruſted 

This life is taken out of Tocelinus, the Anti» | with the care of him, iz whom are all the trea[u+ 

| vities of Glaſtenbury , and other Authors, | 7s of #he wiſdome and knovlege of God; to con- 

; | cited by Reverend Father Michael Alford , in | uerle and live familiarly with God made man, 

the moſt accurate Annalls of the Church of and an Infant God ;to nouriſh him ,to bring 

England ; whom I haue followed for the chro- him vp , to recreate and entertaine him , to 

nologie in this narration , and for the places | carrie him into Egypt, and to bring him back 
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ofthe birth , death and buriall of this great | againe: Infine to command him as his ſoone, 

Saint. For whereas ſome Authors do ſay that | and to have Jeſus Chriſt to obey him as his fa- 

he dyed in Ireland, and lycth buried there; it | ther.For although he wete not truly his father, 

is tobe obſerued out of william of Malmesbury | yet he was eſteemed and taken to be fo ; and 

' that there are three Saints of this name , al euery one gaue him the name , not only thoſe 
| Biſbops and confeſſors : this whoſe live we ha» | who were 1gnorant of the myſterie ; but alſo 
ve writen , who is buried at Glaſtenbury : an | thoſe who vaderſtood it well and knew what 

| othet at Auergne in France ; and thethird , | kc was. For ſhe that was Chriſts true Mo- 
| who was born, liuedanddyed in Ireland, and | ther, called him fo , and fo did the Euange- 
| was Biſbop there about the yeare eight hun» | lifts. Who then is able to explicate or even 
| dred and thirty : who is commonly called Saint | © conceive the deuine prexogatiues and ad- 
 Patiicktheyonger, mirable vertyes of Saint Ioſeph, by which he 

| was made fit to pertorme theſe two great duties 
of being Spouſe to the Mother, and Father to 


MEEEZIESS= 2 PSEZESCRESE2 2 | © tc lonnc of God? He had forSpouſethe 


» Yi ELIAS QY holieit woman , that cuer was, or cuer ſhall be 
INE 1 g6F (2, ns in the world, of whom the Church fingeth: 
EOSIN NESCSLIPSE | Nee priman finilem vis of ec baker /equen- 


CEET ES ESEE tem, that there neither hath biz nor sball be her 
gs was2 particular fauourand _— 
| ot God, of which the Scripture ſpeaketh in 

THE LIFE OF SAINT I 0S EPH, the ninteenth of the pokes : Hob and ri- 
Spouſe of the V/, irgn Mare, ches are giuen of the Parents : but of our Lord 
. properly 4 prudent wife, And if mariages,forto 

be tirme and peacetull, are to be between per- 
4g Hat which we have certaine of | ſons who are equall almoſt tos birth , cſtate, 
Phe life of Saint Ioſeph, Spouſe of | conditions and manners ; it! is to be belceued 
N Gab the glorious virgin Marie, muſt be | that our Lord , who joined in fo ſtri&a band 
{7 a} gathered from the holy Goſpel. | of loue , Ioſeph and Marie; made them to be 
RECST For the fame hiſtoriographers , | very like in fanftity, 1o that Ioſephdid as much 
who by the inſtin& and revelation of the holy | as was poſhble, reſemble her who as in qua» 
Ghoſt wrought the lite of ourLord leſusChriſt; | lity ot his ſpouie , was ſubie& vnto him; fo 
did write alto what was conucment for vs to | as {he is Queene of heaven , was his Miſtrifſe 
know of this moſt holy Fatriarck , as hiz | and Lady, What father is there , that (were it 
gouernour and foſter father. And therefore | in his power) would not giue to his only aad 
to ſpeake groundedly and aſl; aredly of the ex» | molt deare daughter , the moſt accompliſhed 
cellencies of Saint loſeph, it will beneceſlaric husband that is 1a the world ? But there is no 
to have recourſe vnto the pure Evangelicall | father comparable to God , who can make 


ountaine, and to ſee what Saint Mathew and men of what temper and condition he rb 
eth? 
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Saint Toſeph, Spouſe of che bleſſed Virgin Marie; 


ſeth : nor was ever daughter ſo deatly beloued 
of her father,as the bleſſed virgin was loucd and 
cheriſhed by God, whom he intended to make 
his owne Mother. And it God tramed Eue of 
the {ide of Adam , for to make her to be more 
like vnto him ; how can we doubt , but that 
having choſen Iofeph to be the companion of 
out Lady,and to helpe and ferue her,he would 
have him to be as like vnto her , as could be. 
and forme him and mouid him, as I may ſay, 
ot her ſpirit and her celeſtial] graces , to- the 
end that he being the lively pourtrait of her 
vertves , I mutuall loue and afie&ion might 
more {ſweetly be maintained and increaſed be» 
tween them.wherefore ſome graue Dottorsdo 
affirme that when loſeph was eſpouſed to the 
virgin , there was not in the world 4 perſon 
more holy and perfe& then he, nor more wor- 
thie of that ſoueraine and celeſtiall compa- 
nie, 

And if from hence we may frame a coniec- 
ture.of the worth and incrits of Saint Toſeph; 
we inay as well do it from his other charge 
and funftion : to wit that he was thought 
and eſteemed the father , and was indeed the 
foſter father of the true Sonne of God and the 
moſt ſacred Virgin Marie, of him, ay who is 
the wnſpotted glaſie of Gods eMaieſty and rhe 
Image of his gooanes, the holy of holzes, and ori- 
oinatl fountaine of all ſanctity. For what gre- 
ater fauour can a king do to a ſeruant, then 
to deliuer into his hands , his only fonne , the 
Prince and heyre toall his dominions and kin- 
gdomes, for to gard him,nouriſh him, bring him 
vp, ſerue andaccompanic him with, that con- 
dence and authority, as ithe were his tather ? 
Thus did God deale with Saint Ioſeph, con- 
figning and depoſiting - into his hands the 
Prince and vmuerſall heyre of heauen and 
carth, who is the brightnes of his glorie and the 
figure of bis ſutftance. 

This being ſuppoſed , the Goſpell teacheth 
vs that this glorious Patriark was called 1o- 
ſeph, that he was of the houſe and family of 
David, and that when he was eſpouſed to the 
bleſſed virgin, he was 2 juſt man , and ador- 
ned with all vertues, which the name of Iaſtice 
.doth comprehend. This name 7o/eph iignifieth 
encreaſe or auzmentation, tor to give vs to vn- 
derſtand that he was enriched with the guifts 
of God, and abundantly turniſhed with all the 
vertues and prerogatiues , Which the Pauriark 
Iofeph was endowed with ; who: having bin 
ſold by his Brothers vnto the Imaclites, was 

aduanced by our Loid , an4 made Prince 
and Ruler of Egypt. That loſeph prudeatly 
proundedj againſt the famin , taat the coun- 
trey might not periſh for want of corn. 
But this other Joicph was the depohttatie uf 
that ccteſtiall bread, whichis the maintenance, 
ſaluation , aud life of the whole world. The 
other was ſo chaſt that he icithuscloake in the 


hands of that wicked woman his miſtriſſe,phg 
ſolicited him to fin, and choſe rather to ſuf; 
iwpriſonment and the miſeries that do accom. z 
panie it , thento be diſloyall to his Maſter, But 
cur Ioleph wasa Virgin, endowed with 4mop 
Angelicall purity, as was befitting the Spouſe 
and gardian of that virgin, who is the flower 
of Virgins, and more pure then the ſun and 
ftarrs. For if there have bin ſome married per- 
ſons ſo pure and chalt, that they liued in Ma. 
trimony as it they had not bin wedded con. 
ſcraing their virginity intire and inuiolable a3 
Saint Cecily with her husband Valerian, Pul. 
cheria Empiefſle with the Emperour Marcia. 
nus , Saint Cunegundis with Saint Henry Ems 
perour, and Saint Editha with Saint Edward 
King of England : and of ſuch examples the 
Lccleiiaſticall Hiſtory is tull : with muchmore 
ground do holy Dottors affirme that this wor: 
thy Patriark kept perpetuall virginity with 
bigh perfection that he might feeme to have 
vin an Angell of heauen ana not 4 man ypon 
carth.Gerion writeth that our Lord hadtakey 
from him the ardor of concupiſcence , ſo that 
without any difficulty or interiour conflid he. 
tween the fleſh and the ſpirit , he converſe 
with a creature the moſt beautifull and come. 
ly that ever was, and the moſt eminentforall 
good partsand qualities ,and adorned with al 
the guilts and graces of God, for by her con- 
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tnuall contemplation and communication . 
with God ſhe was become ſuch that none could ; 
behold her without reverence ;nor fix their : 
cycs vpon her but preſently they felt all their c 
attections to be compoled, and themſelues pos : 
llefled with 4 chaſt louc of reſembling herpy: k 
rity. It is alſo ſet downe that Saint Ioleph was . 
ot the houſe and family of Dauid, to let vs 7 
know that he was of 4 moſt noble and ancient G 
lIignage, and of the ſame genealogieandextts - 
&1ion that , according to the fleſh, Chriſt oue Þ 
Sauiour was of. His Anceiters weremanyP» Þ -N 
triarks, Kings, Princes, and ſtout captaines :and n 
which is more , the Patriarks were frends and ' 
very familiar with God, the Kings wereeledte! 7 
and angointed of God , and the Princes and : 
captaincs imployed their valour in defending kr 
and aduancing that Religion, which God him = 
(c1t had taught and delivered vnto them. But * 
although S.1o{eph was of the Blood Royall, out n 
Lord would haue him to be a poore carpenter, # 
that we might come to underitand that pouelty a 
is no baſcnes, nor fo diſgracefull a thing 3 the 
the 1gnorant and fooliſh world doth take It «£ 
to be, and as he made choice of a poore mother a 
and poore countrey, ſo would he allo thathe the 
who was to be held and eſtcemedto beis ti F% 
ther , ſhould be in like manner poore : acitin obl 
Yould be admit of any exterioar glorie or luſin 
for to commend himelf to the eyes and mind of b ws 
men , and draw their harts for to beleeue ibm ſr 
to the end that all mig1t underſiand ( faith the Vp 
Coun por 
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councill ofEpheſus) that by his dininity be con- \this is the more common expoſition of that ____ 


1% aerted the world,and brought it to know and loue 
1xc8 him, He manifeſted alſo hereby Saint Ioſephs 


vertue and goodnes : who being aperſon ſo 
ualifed, was notaſhamed of his pouerty,nor 
Cope by peruerſe and yntoward meancs to 
becomerich, preterring an innocent and ſecure 
ouerty before a finfull anddangerous plentie, 
Saint Mathew faith that Saint Ioſephs father 
was 1acob , and Saint Luke faith it was Heli, 
either that his father had two names, or that 
one of theſe was his naturall , the other his 
legall father. The Evangeliſt ſaith alſo that 
when he eſpouſed the blefled virgin ,he was 
Tir,that is a ſtrong and able man , of a com- 
etent age , neither a youth , nor yet very 
old, but of 4 midle age, as was fit be ſhould 
be, that he might be belcevedto be the father 
of our Lord Iefus Chriſt, that our Lady might 
not ſuffer any thing in her reputation, and 
that he might haue ftrength to vadergo the 
painfull labours , which he was to endure in 
the ſeruice-of the ſonne and of the Mother.So 
that he was not ſoold and decrepite as ſome 
dofay , and as the painters ordinarily do ſett 
him forth , which they do, peraduenture , to 
ſignify that, the heat of nature was cooled and 
' allayedin him, as alſo to conſerue 3 ſeemlines 
in that which becommeth the companion and 
as it weregardian ofour bleſſed Ladys virgini- 
ty, But chaſtity is the guift of God , and tor to 
obtaine it ; old age and gray haires do not 
ſuffice. Grace is aboue nature. Without doubt 
Saint Ioſeph was ſo eminent in purity, that, 
awe ſaid, he ſecmed to be rather an Angelll 
then a mortall man. Saint Mathew addes that 
Saint loſeph was 4 inſt man, that is to ſay, 
that be had not only the vertue of [uſtice, 
which is reckoned among the foure Car- 
dinall vertues , which giueth to every one his 
due, as to Ceſar what belongeth to Ceſar, and 
toGod that which is;Gods, but alſo an vniucr- 
{all and perfe Iuſtice , which embraceth all 
yertues, and conſiſteth in the accompliſhment 
of the whole law of God. He was a man, iult, 
peret, holy , ypright , and ſolidly grounded 
in all kind of vertue. And for an infallible 
proofe of this , the Euangelift ſaith that the 
Sant perceiving his Spoule to be with child, 
and knowing Rinteli to haue had no ſhare 
crein,, he determined ſecretly to leaue her, 
fearing to diffame her , Or to partake in the 
crime, For as he was 1ſt, fo was he alſo gen- 
tle, benigne , compaſſionate, aduiſed and pru- 
ent, Iuſtite made him conſider his duty and 
obligation for what concerned his owne per- 
n;benignity to looke vpon what he owed 
tothe virgin, prudence not to proceede raſhl y 
or ouer haſtily in what might draw 1nlamie 
Yon her , nor to permitt huuſelt to be tran(- 
ported dy 2 paſſion of icalouſic, which vieth 
9 be furious in ſpouſes that louc much, And 


place of ſcripture, Yet there are grazie Doors 
who do interpret this otherwiſe, and ſay that 
Saint Ioſeph was juſt , that is humble (as when 
Chriſt our Lord faid to Saint Iohn Baptiſt : 
let me alone nov , for ſoit is conuenient to ac- 
complizh all inſtice, taking iuſtice for humility 
and that by this humility Saint Ioſeph know- 
ing the dignity of the virgin , and the inetfable 
myſtery that God bad wrought in her;eſteemed 
himſelf to be vnworthie ot her compaaie, or 
to ſerue her ; and therefore reſolued quietly 
to leauc her, that he mightnot pige any bo- 
die an account of his departure. Theſe Doc- 
tors do ground their opinion vpon this, that 
Saint Ioſcph was not ignorant how long and 
with whatcarneſt prayer this moſt ſacred Vir- 
gin had bin defired and begged by her Parcnts 
of God: that he knew what wonderfull things 
had happened at her birth, her admirable Pre- 
ſentation in the Temple, the Angelicall lite ſhe 
lead there; the revelation which he had when 
he eſpouſed her , the vow of perpetuall virgi- 
nity, which ſhe had acquainted him with; the 
accord made betwcen them of ling always 
in virginall purity ; the words which be had 
heard of Saint Elizabeth in Zacharics houſe, 


to mie that the Mother of our Lord doth come 
to me? bleſied art thou among Women , and bleſ- 
ſed is the fruit of thy wombe. «And bleſſed is 5he 
that beleeued becauſe thoſe things shall be nccom- 
plished that were ſpoken wnto ber by our Lord. 
And the words which our Lady anſwered , 
when ſhe ſung that devine canticle : Maznifi- 
cat anima mea Pominum. All which things he 
could not but haue knowne,nor could hehaue 
torgot them,they being ſo myſterious, and he 
ſo holy anda great trend of God, Neither could 
he chooſe but adware the ſanity ot the virgin, 
in whoſe lite was neuer ſeen the leaſt figne of 
vanity , leuity, or miſcompolure either in her 
eyes , words , behauiout, or works: for ſhe 
was inall things 4 mirrour ofſan&ity, and a 
modell of vertuc: All this kept hitn vncertaine 
and doubfull what he ſhould do, for the reue- 
rence and greateſteeme he had of the Virgin : 
and confounded , tor the humble conceite he 
had of himſelf. He was confirmed much in the 
opinion which he had of our blefled Lady by 
the oracle of ifay diuulged in thoſe times 2 
Ecce wirgo concpiet oF partet filium: bebold 4 
virgin bali conceinue and bring forth 4 ſonne: 
And that now the time was at hand foretold 
by the Prophets tor the birth of this fonne of 
the virgin , the Meſſias, who beingto be born 
of 3 woman , Saint Ioſeph might well think 
that there w«snot t5 be found 4 more fitt and 
worthieMotier for him thenthis moſt pure and 
holy virgin. And theretore the Author ot the 
imperfect work vpon Saint Mathew wiiteth 


| thus: 0 the vn/peakabie glorieaf Manic | Foſepb 
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when ſhe ſaid to the Virgin : whence ts this. 
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| by an Angell of our Lord, who inhis ſkepe 


: be had further order ; for that Herode did jecks 


beleened more the chaſlity of bis ſpouſe, then ber 
being with child: he gaue more credit to grace 
then to nature. Other holy Doors follow a 
midle opinion ,and ſay that Saint Ioſeph did 
not abſolutely condemne in his indgment our 
Lady ,as guilty , ſeeing her rare ſanQity ; and 
yet vncerſtood not (o fully the myſteric of the 
Incarnation of the ſonne of God, as to be wi- 
thout all doubt : and therefore tooke a reſolu- 


tion to depart from her, that ſo he might nei- | 


thr have any thing to do with the crime, if 
there were any in her; nor with her diffamati- 
on, in caſe ſhe were innocent. And that our 
Lord permitted this perplexity and trouble to 
befall Pim for to proue him as a Iuſt man , to 
excerciſe him as a Saint , and to give him occa- 
fron of ſhewing his great vertue , and to make 
him an vncontrollable witneſle and certain 
apporouer of the hintegrity of the virgin ,and 
ſpotles birth of Chriſt, But which ſocuer of 
theſe opinions be true ; there is no doubt but 
that Saint Ioſeph was a Luſt man, and that he 
carried : himſelf in his doubt and perplexity 
very vprightly , dexterouſly and prudently, ſo 
that he deſerued to be comforted and inſtructed 


appearing vnto him ſaid : Foſeph ſorne of David 
fteare not to take. Marie thy wife , for that which 
is borne tn ber , is of the holy Ghoſh. «And he 
shall tring forth 4 ſonne, and you shall call bis 
name Teſus , for be sball ſaue his people from 
their finnns. in this Juſtice of Saint Iofeph is 
comprehended the wonderfull faith where- 
with he belccucd all that the Angell taid vato 
him , and put in execution whatſocuer was 
commandcd him in the Natiuity,Circumcifon, 
and Preſentation of the bleſſed Infant Ieſus mn 
the Temple.. We diſcouer alſo the excellency 
of bis faith, and the perfe&ion of his obedten- 
cc, when the Angell appeared vnto himagai- 
ne, and bid him 7:/e for #0 go With the mother 
ant the child into Egypt , and ſtay there wntill 


to kill him. For loleph, as he was a ivſt and 
holy man, was not fcandalized, nor asked the 
Angell vaine and curious queſtions ; as, why 
he commanaed bim to fly , ſeing be had ſaid that 
tlir child was 4 Sauiour ; and that to fly vas 
not ſutable vith that Name and title. Neither 
did he alledge tor excuſe the difficulties of bis | 
one pouerty, the tendernes of the child , and the 
Wea knes of the mother : he propoſed not ynto | 
him that he might hide and ſaue the childin ſome 

corner of Ty among his frends and kindred ; but 
with 2 ſimple and perte& obedience he aroſe 
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preſently , and that very night tooke a long | for to delwer him from the priſon of his bs 
die ,fince now he had: ſeen the light of # 
gentiles, the glorie of the Tees , aud the Sam 
| of the world, What heate , what flames of 108 
did burn in that facred breaſt,that was faſtned 
vnto him who is the fire that always bur8ng 


and hard iourncy, carrying with him the Mo=* 
ther and the child. He weat into a forraine 
and ſtrange countrey , and liued there 4 long 
time among thoſe barbarians and idolaters, 


of hart to ſee God offended, and the deuilh 
worſhipped by that idolatrous people , to ſee 
alſo the incommodities which ſuch 5 Mother, 
and ſuch 4 ſonne , who were the treaſure of 
heaucn , were put vnto, without being ableto 
relieve them but by the poote work and las 
bour of his hands. With the like obedience he 
returned from Egypt into Iury at the comman 
of the Angell, when Herode was dead , and 
he ioyned prudence with obedience, auoyd 
the places which were vnder Archelaus, wh; 
| had ſucceeded his father Herode , for teare that 
2c ſucceeded him as well in his impietyas in 
his kingdome , and that the child would ng 
be ſecure in his dominions, This holy Pai 
ark ſciourned at Nazareth with his deareſt 
Spouſe and that moſt ſweete and amiable child; 
and from thence they went every yeare to ſe. 
rulalem for to pray in the Temple accordins 
to the law , which commanded men to do ſo. 
This they continued vatill the child coming 
to the age of twclue yeares,was left in the Teqs 
ple, whom our Lady and Saint Ioſeph ſought 
with ſorrow , and the third day found him to 
their incredible ioy , amidit the Dodors ; and 
the bleſſed virgin (aid to her ſonne : why buf 
thou ſo done tows ? beboldthy f atber and I (onov« 
mg did ſeeks thee. And the holy child returned 
with them to Naxareth, and was ſubicf tothen, 
as Saint Luke ſaith, obeying and ſeruing them, 
By which words he doth fo extoll and awgnif 
the dignity of Saint loſeph ; that 4 man hat 
neede ofan Angells tongue to fpeake worthil 
of it, For how can the humility of God ſtoope 
lower,then tobe ſubie& to a poore carpenter? 
or how is it poſſible that the dignity and fo- 
uerainty of a man can aſcend higher, then io 
command and be obeyed by God ? heteia is 
incloſed all that can be ſaid ofthe priuiledges, 
vertues, and excellencies of Saint Foſeph which 
without doubt were ſuch as ought tobe ind 
perlon of greateſt ſanity , who was Spouſeto 
the mother of God , and putatite father of ſuch 
a ſonne. How illuminated muſt his vaderſtans 
ding haue bin ? what a- cleare brightacs wat 
there in his ſoule ; what rays ofdeuine light, 
when he contemplated the fun of Juſtice hid- 
den in thatlitle bodie, as it were ouercalt yitl 
a cloude 7 when he ſaw the brightnesof that 
night ; and the heauens to ioyne with earth 
at his birth, the Angells to fing , the ſhepha 
to adore him , the kings proitrate at his felt 
to offer him rich: preſents, and the venerable 
old Simeon. to take him in hisarmes, and like 
the ſwanne to ſing , and begge of our Lod 
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enduring much labour and m_ and dif- 
treſſe; but aboue all great ſadnes and affliction 


acucr:conſumes , but transformeth all me 


:"to itſelf? what admiration , what aſtoniſh- 
ment, what extaſies did tranſport and quitera- 


8 yiſh him , who was certaine that the child, 


whom he ſerued and commanded was both 
3 child and God , moſt poore and moſt 
rich , clothed with mortall fleſh and Im- 
mortall gloric ? with what profound humi- 
licy, with what confuſion and abaſhment did 
he annibilate himſelf before that 1ouecraine 
Maicſty and Lord of the vnuerſe, when for 
to accompliſh the diſpenſation of that tecrer 
and ſtupendious myſtery , he commaded him 
any thing , and the moſt bumble child readily 
obeyed him? for if Saint Elizabeth ſtood amma- 
7d to ſee the Mother of God enterinto her 
houſe;if Saint John Baptiſt was euen out of 
kinſel{ with admiration,when Chriſt came to 
the river Lordan for to be baptiſed by his hand; ' 
if Saint Peter fell downe at his feete , and pray- 
edhim to go from him, becauſe he was a fin- 
ner ,and if when our Lotd offerred to waſh 
hs ſeete , he cryed out : Lord, dorft thow was 
my feete ? thow sbalt not wach my feete for | 
ever, If the centurion , who was 4 penti- 
lc, held himſelf vnworthie that he ſhould 
come to viſite him-; how much more reafon 
had Saint Ioſephthen all thefe , to annihilate 
himſelfin the profound abyſle of his nothing, 
when he beheld the Eternall God , Creator of 
the world; in his childhood and4r his youth, 
bothday and night to be humbled before him? 
and if the facred virgin with thoſe few words 
which ſhe ſpoke to Saint Elizabeth, was a 
meanes that our Lord did ſan&ify the great 
Saint lohan Baptiſt in bis Mothers wombe and 
if the mother alſo by reflewon came to be | 
+ with the holy Ghoſt ; what ſpirit, 
what grace, what heate, what deuine fire do:you 
think ſhe inſpired and kindled'in her deareſt 
Spouſe, by ſpeaking vnto him ſooften and ſo | 
familiarly ,for ſo many yeares, of thoſe moſt | 
| 


_ 


ſublime and vnſpeakable myſteries , which 
paſſed thorough ber mouth and hands ? 
And fince ſhe is the gate of heaven , and 
the treaforeſſe , by whom are diſtributed and | 
communicated ſo bountifully to every one 
the guiſts of God , for whom do we think | 
ladmore loue, or to whon? would ſhe giue 
+ = part of thoſe heauenly treaſares,then 
t0-him, who by the tye of 3 moſt chaſt maria- 
N was wedded vnto her, and was become one 
tart and one affection with her. ? Certainly 
can be no queſtion but that he who 
proached the neereſt vnto the devine light 
Wa moſtenlightned with knowlege; and moſt 
with the loue of God , who neuer 
ted from the deuine fire. He muſt of ne- 
celity partake more of the vertue of the roote, 
who Ricketh more cloſe vntoit ;and hauc the 
vieater part and ſhare in the treaſures and gra» 
© of heaven, who had ſo often taken & full 


wgit atthe very fountaine of grace; and by | 


Saint loſeph], Spouſe of the bleſſed Virgin Marie: 


] 


whoſe hand the mine and minerall of all the 


and ſhowne vnto the world. This holy Patciark 
had all vertucs in > high degree, great faith, 
great hope, greateſt charity, an Angelicall py- 
rity, profound humility,perte& obedience,rare 
himplicity, and fingular prudence, admirable 
fortitude and conſtancy , incredible patience 
and mcekanes, exatt prouidence , and ſo ſt;an- 
ge 2 ſilence, that we read not in all the Goſpel 
as much as one word ſpoken by Saint loſeph, 
for he was not 4 man of words but ofdecdes. 
He was ſo abſorpt in the contemplation of that 
loueraine good which he had with him, and ſo 
tranſported with moſt high contemplation, 
that zaruelling ,as Saint Luke faith, wpon thoſe 


| things vhich himſelf ſaw in the child , or were 


ſpoken of bim, he became in 4 manner dumbe; 
not ſpeaking but by the feelings and affe&ions 
which he had, and works which he did, and 
reuercncing by his filence that which cauſed 
in him ſo ſtupendious an admiration, [n brief 
Saint Ioſeph was toperfet and accompliſhed 
that he might be called more adcuine then 2 
mortall man: and according to the meaſure of 


| his charity arid deſerts, is his iecompenſe and 


crowne of glorie. So that none can doubt but 
that this moſt holy Patriark is ſcated 1a one of 
the farſt and higheſt places in heauen. Some 
Dottors are of opinion that he is there in bo« 


found vpon earth, for if it were there , our 
Lord woutd not permitt 1t to ly hidden and 
to be depriued of the honour and veneration, 
which he hath notdenicd to many Saints that 
are inferiour viito him: as alſo for that if fome 
other Saints that were dead, roſe againe with 
our Sauiour;and hauing appeared vato many in 
Terwialent , aftcended together with him into 
heauen bodie and ſoule, as many great Dofors 
do affirme , we may piouſly belecue that the 
ſonne of God retulcd not to giue to his puta» 
tife atid foſter tather a privilege which he grane 
ted to fo many others: The Goſpell faith no- 
thing of the age of Saint loſeph, nor of the 
time of his death. Nor is there any thing found 
of it in any authenticall hiſtoric, That which 
is held for moſt certaine , is that he was dead 
at the time ot our Lords paſſion, for had Saint 
loſeph bin thea living , our Lord would not 
have recommended his Motherto any other. 
Some fay that he was cuen then dead, when 
Chriſt wrought his firſt miracle at the mariage 
in Cana oc Galilee , becauſe it is written that 


| Marie was there, 6n1 Felus with bis diſciples, 


nor 1 any nication made of Saint Foleph. But 
this argument conuinceth not. This is all that 
we can lay, that our Lord,when he was twelue 
yearesold, went from the Teraple ot lerulalem 
to Nazareth with his Mother and ſuppoſed fa- 
ther, and remained with them as achild ſub- 


ic& to his Farents, {eruing them , and obeying 


die and ſoule, as well for that his bedic is not 


them, 
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treaſures andriches of heauen were diſcovered m— 
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them as is tehearſed; and this ſeeemeth to have 
bin for ſome yeares, but how many yeares,God 
knoweth, who knoweth all things. The bodie 
of this bleſſed Patriark was buried in the val- 
ley of Ioſaphat , as venerable Bede relates, 
neere to the ſepulcher , where afterwards the 
bodie of the moſt holy virgin was depothited , 
between mount Sion and mount Oliuet , as 
Bruchardus ſaith. Our Lord would haue the 
ſepulchers of that moſt holy couple, who had 
ſo purely lived and loued together, tO be ioinN- 
tly reverenced by the faithful Chriſtians at- 
ter their death. Beſides what is found in holy 
writ ; and what is here related , many great 
Saints made homilies ſermons, and boocks in 
honour of Saint Ioſeph, and to {ct torth his 


prailcs. 
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THE LIFE OF. SAINT IOACHIM, 
Father of the ener glorious Virgin Marte. 


SEO) E who hath a deuntion ſor our 
- V- S Bleſſed Lady , and a defire to do 
Q Sues & her ſome gratcfull ſeruice , will 
; <N "{ honour Saint Toachim, her father; 
_ 'and thank God for having made 
him the prime and chicte of thoſe men , of 
whom ſpeaketh Eccleliaſticus ( chapter forty 
foure) when he faith : et vs praiſe men glorious 
in their generation , men of great vertue. Surely 
Saint Ioachim is the moſt glorious of all men 
in his generation ,ſecing that he is father of 
the glorious virgin Matric , Mother of God. He 
was born in the province of Galilee in the 
city of Nazareth. His Parents , who were of 
the Royall line of David , circumciſed him on 
the eighth day according to the law , and 
gaue him the name of loachim , werevnto 
they ſeeme to haue bin moued by a particu- 
lar inſtin& of God : for 1oachim in the hebrew 
language fignifyiag the preparation of our Lord, 
his Parents by calling hum by this name,didin 


2 manner propheſie that he wasto prepare hus | 


daughter Matic to be the Temple and Santtuary 
of the devine word lacarnate. God would allo 
by this Name declare with what care he doth 
prepare the ways of his ſonne , what a high 
eſteeme he maketh of the myſtery ,of the in- 
carnation ; and teach us to hocour it ,and to 
prepare and diſpoſe our leives well to holy 
Communinn, wherein the ſcii lame God and 
man cometh vnto vs, that was born of the 
blefied virgin, whoſe tather was called Joachim, 


that is to ſay : thepreparation of our Lord.Whey 
Ioachim was come to a mature ape , he tooke 
to wife Saint Ann, of like nobility and of the 
ſame race of Dauid with himſelf. In wed. 
lock they behaucd themſcluesſo that their tif 
was irreprehenſible,their picty ſingular their 
concord admirable ; the order of their famil 
moſt prudent, and their charity to God and 
their neighbours , very rare and remarkah(e, 
For they deuided their meanes into three part 
the firſt whereot they aſſigned for the ſervice 
of the Temple , the fecond they imployed in 
relieuing pilgrims and poore people ; and, with 
the third they maintained themlelues, A hay: 
pie couple that conſpired to diſpenſe fo wel 
cheir goods ! Saint loachim was a ſhephard, 
the innocent imployment of the ancient ex 
triarks , and of his Father Dauid. But Saint Dz. 
malſcen faith of him,that as he fed his sheepein 
fat and plentifull paſtures neere to riners aud 
running Waters : ſo did he feede and entertay 
his thoughts in place of paſture that is in medits. 


ting vpon holy Scripture, and vith the vat if 


refettion delighting himſelf Yith the conſideratin 
of Gods fauours and benefits; and by this means 
diuerted them from all unbeſeeming otie#?s , ond 
direfled them into the paths of Fuſtice. The ſane 
Saint Iohn Damaſcca faith that becauſe he ſuf- 
fered himſelf like 4 meeke lamle to be gourd 
and ruled by God , he got ſuch 2 command out 
bis thoughts that he had them in bis power and 
at his beck, as he be had his sheepe : Toachim uf 
pecudum paſtor cogttationes ſuns non minus quan 
owes paſcebat , ac pro arbitrio ac libito ducthat. 
A itrange priuilege and grace of God, eſpe- 
cially it we. do reflie&t how flitting and vacon- 
ltant mans mind is , and what difficulty even 
great Saints haue to keepe their thoughtsfrom 
wandering abroad in time of prayer. 

Thus bletſed man fo deare to God was to bt 
tryed by aitliction, like other Saints, He palled 
Oouer many yeares' with his good confort in 
that vertuous courle we ſpoke of , and had no 
child ;tor that they were both of them barren, 
which was looked vponas a great diſgrace 
mong the Iewes. But what nature could not 
aftord them , they did not deſpaire to obtaine 
by prayers ot the author of nature ;'and the 
better to attend to this communication with 
God, they retired themſelues , ſaith Saint Jerome 
znto 4 /olitude,Saint loachim prayed ordinarily 
vpon lome mountaine , andS. Anne 1na gar 
den:and that their prayers might be more accc- 
ptable 1n theeyes of the devine Maieſty , they 
accompanied them, ( as witnefſeth $. German 
Patiiark of Conſtantinople ) with a long fak 
ot torty days,and bathed them with continuall 


tcares , which the contrition and affliction of 


their hart {queeled trom their eyes, And Al- 
mighty God waspleaſcd to heare their requelt 
and although they were now far gone in ye 


ics ; treed them from their ſenlity ; and gaue 
them, 


fo 
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them a daughter, whom. _—_— calleth 
0 4 child of prayer and faſting : tor prayer , faith 
m—_ Saint Gregorie , is the meanes that God w/eth, . 
"for to execute the deſigner of his eternall Prede- 
ination. This child by order of God was cal- 
4 «Marie, and was choſen by him to be mo- 
ther of his only ſonne. If, as this bleſied man 
for to be made worthie of ſuch 4 daughter, 
repaired to 4 deſert and ſolitude, and there by 
faſting and prayer obrained that his and Saint 
Anns naturall erility ſhould be changed into 
the moſt happie fecundity that could be ima- 
gined ; ſo we would in our diſtrefſes and 
wants, apply our felues to the like exerciſes; 
we ſhould find there far greater comfort and 
helpe then ſecular entertainments can afford vs: 
and if we did vic ſuch preparations and dil- 
poſitions for the graces and fayours , which 
God defireth to do vs, we ſhould not have our 
foules ſo barren of good works, and ſo fruittull 
of finns, | TY 
Saint Toachim being inriched with the pre- 
tious treaſure of heauen and earth , the holy 
Virgin, willingly parted with it, for to make 
4 preſent of it to the Temple , and to render 
ynto God what was Gods, as comming from 
God, and belonging to God, This Sacritice he 


the reſt of the Saints, the long promiſed Re- 


demption of the world. O happie man,that was 
made worthie cogiue to God the Father 4 moſt - 2©* 


pure and holy daughter , to God the ſonne an 
incomparable Mother, to God the Holy Gltoft 
4 moſt chaſt Spouſe, to the Angells 3 Queen, 
to men an Aduocatreſſe and Sectirets , to 
_ an example , to heauen and carth 3 
molt venerable , noble and glorious Empreſle, 
The particular praiſe of S. Ioachim, and where- 
in he may be beſt imitated is the good and 
prudent vic he made of the meanes and riches, 
which God had truſted him with , following 
the counſell of the Royall Prophet. If riches 
abound , ſett not your bart wþon them : The 
Roman Mattyrologe maketh mention of Saint 
loachim vpon the rwentith of March, and his. 
teait is then kept. Thoſe who haue written of 
him , are Saint Epiphanius , Saint Iohn Damaſ 
ccn, Nicephorus; and Cedrenus; : 
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madeand offered vp with his owne hands, lead» | TF7F 7, IFE OF $4 INT BEN EDICI; woe 


ing her to'the Temple, when ſhe was but three qr wy IK 
yeares old; and depriving himſelf of the com- | | Abbot and Confeſsor , Patriarck and foun. 2? 


fort , which he might haue expetted from her 
ſo fweete conuerſation A rare example for 
Parentstolooke vpon and imitate.In thisSacri- 
hce S,loachim did not only ſurpaſle Iephthe, 
who according to his vow offered vp his dau- 
ghter yntoGod,;but alſo ſeemeth to haue equal- 
led the faith and piety of Abraham ſo much ad- 
wiredandextolled by the Apoſtle S. Paul,in the 
ſacrifice of that only ſon of his , ſolong expe- 
ted, fo often promiſed, and in whom was all 
the hope of the bleſſings which God had inga- 
ped his word that he would beſtow vpon the 
whole world; Marte was of 4 greater value 
then Ifaac :and Ioachim had agreater loue for 
this daughter , then had Abraham for his ſon- 
ne zand yet for all this he giveth her to God, 
and paſſeth oucs the reſt ot his days without 
ber. How loath are we to depriue ourſelues of 
what we loue | what difficulty do we make to 
glue to God, what he demandeth of vs! lett vs 
learnat leaſt by this example to diſpoſteile our- 
[elves of the inordinate loue of all creatures, 
for to ſtick to the Creator of them; After this 
holy oftering made , Saint Ioachim perſeucied 
Io bis vertuous manner of life; and vndcrſtand- 
Ing how __ his obligations were to the de- 
une poodnes, for having made him father of 
lo vertuous A daughter, was gratctull tor it all 
the reſt of his days ; and at the ape of foul 
= yeares ,according to Cedrenus, hauing 4 
"ng time diſpoſed himſelf for a happie paſlape, 
Went to Limbus Patrum, there to expe with | 


der of the holy order of Benediftines, "© _ 


<zHE life , death , and miracles of 
8 PN the great Patriark and father of ſo 

> Ge many holy Religions , Saint Benes 
2 (9, >)! lift, are written at large by the 

> 2 plorious Pope and Door of the 
Church, Saint Gregorie, his diſciple and child, 
in the ſceond boouck of his dialogues. Saint 
Benedi& was an Italian , borne ia the city of 
Nurſia of noble and godly Parents, From his 
childhood he was inclined much to vertue 
and modeſtic. In his teader yeares he was 
wondettully mature and graue , and deſpi- 
ſed all earthly things , hauing his mind con- 
ſantly fixed vpon hcauen.His Parents ſent him 
to Ro:ne for to ſtudic ; but the godly youth 
ſeeing forac of his companions , to giue 
tree {cope ro the ir apperitesand paſſions, and 
to be tranſported with the dilorders and vices 
that are incident to that age, tearing he might 
be inticed by their exainple torto dothe like, 
retired himiclf and reſolucd to quitt his (tudies 
that he might not looſe God , chookag rather 
to be ignorantand vertuous then lcarned and 
vicious. And to taking his farewell of the ſcho« 
ole,othis Parcots, frends, and all commoditics 
and pleaſures of the world; with 4 w/e folly 
and learnediznorance he withdrew hicalelt, and 
ſought aft-rd more perfe& kind of lite, wherein 
he might better ferue and pleaſe _ At his 


Qqd Jepatturs 


247 


m—_——_— RS. 


Saint Benedi& Abbot, and Confeſlor. 


departure from Rome,the nource, that had bro- 
oaks him vp, out of her great afteQion for him 


wards to worke by him. And therefore the 
neighbours of the village , when they knew 
what had happened, did acknowlege and prai- 
ſc the grace of God in his young Saint ; 
and bung vp the ſaid pitcher at the cntrey of 
the Church, as 4 perpetuall memorialland mo- 
nument of the miracle ; where Saint Gregorie 
ſaith it remained vatill the coming of theLom- 
bards into Italy ; But S. Benedit, who ſought 
not to be honoured but to be delpited fearing 
to be ſurpriſed by vaine glorie , and alſo defi- 
rous to be rid of the companie of his Nour- 
ce, ole away ſecretly, and retired to A place 
ſome forty mules diſtant from Rome, called $- 
Haco, and corruptcdly $uhdiaco; a placelolitary, 
out of all high way , neuer cultiuatcd, andfull 
of marſhes. Where he vaderſtood that there 
were ſome ſervants of God living in great ſan- 
Rity. Among them was Romanus , whom it 
was Gods will that Saint Benedi& ſhould 
light vpon. Romanus ſeeing this young man 
to be all alone , tender , delicate , well and 
nobly bred ; demanded of him who he was, 
Fhither be vas going , and what be ſought for. 
And when he knew and approved his inten- 
tions , offered himſclf readie to hide , hel- 
pe , and (erue him , And putting on him a 
Monks habit,condudted bim toa narrow caue, 
where he remained three yeates,1o ſolitary and 
retired ,that no man liuing knew where he 
was, belide# Romanus, who now and then viſi- 
ted him, and carried him ſome peeces ofbread, 
which the Monaſteric ailowed him for himſelf; 
but he kept them, therewith to feede S.BenediR, 
and becauſe the entrance into the caue was ve- 
ry hard , Romanusas often ashe came,tycdthe 
bread to a ſtring, which from a high precipice 
he had hung toc that purpoſe ouer the cave; 
and with alule bell, which alſo hung there , 
gaue him notice of his comming. But the com- 
1m0Nn enemie, that could not endure neither 
the pennance and rigorous lite of the one, nor 
the others charity, one day, as Romanus was 
comming , calt downe the bell with a ſtone : 
but for all that Romanus ccaled not to conti- 
nuec this conſtant and charitable office; vatill 
our Lord thought fit for to caſe hin of that 
paincs; and to communicate the merit of main- 
raining his ſeruant with others : and alſo to 
þriwg torth Saint Beneditt out of that dark and | 


| 


obſcure denne to the publick fight and view 
of the world , for to enlighen by his meanes 
many ſoules. A good Prieſt that lived inthoſe 
parts ,though ſomewhat far of, hauing prepa- 
red a feaſt for Eaſter day , our Lord the night 


before appeared vnto him , aud ſaid : thog art 
preparing to make good cheere this Eaſter , and 


my (eruant Benedit1 is readie to fterue in his caut, 
The Prieſt no ſooner heard this, but he takes 
his meate and goes on the way in ſearch of 4 
man whom he knew not. And running over 
hill: and dale , at laſt lighted on the caue, where 
the Saint was , who by reaſon of his ſolitude 
was ignorant as well of the feſtiuall day of 
Eaſter , as of the entertainment which God was 
preparing for him. When they had embraced 
one the other, and ſpent ſome time in prayer, 
they ſat downe together, and diſcourſed of eter- 
nall life and happines. Then the Pricſt ſaid 
vnto Saint Benedid : come, riſe, and let ws eate, 


for this is Eaſterday. The Saint replyed :it ir 


truly Eaſterday or 4 Paſchall feaſt for me, ſering 
our Lord hath bin pleaſed to ſend me the conſe- 
latian of your good companie. Yes, this is theft 
aft of eaſter, faith the Prieſt againe, on which dg 
our Lord roſe gloriouſly : and therefore you mu 


' not faſt to day, both by reaſon of this great ſoleme 


nity and alſo becauſe our Lord hath ſent you this 
litle pittance for to reconer and refresh you afiat 


Jo long faſting. And ſo they dined together, | 


then taking leaue of one an other , Saint Bes 
nedi& tarricd ſtill in his cave, and. the Prieſt 
returned home. An other time certaine ſhe- 
phards diſcouered him , and at the firſt view 
they had of him, thought they ſaw ſome ſaus- 
ge and wild beaſt, but drawing nigher, perceis 
ucd thathe was aman, wherevpon they ſpoke 
vato him, entertained him, and gaue him part 
of what they had , to cate , arid he requited 
them with fpirituall food , and by his ſweete 
diſcourſe and wholeſome inſtrultions confir- 
med them in the holy {care and loue ot God, 
Thus by litle and litle he came to be knows 
nc,and his tame was ſpread through the coun- 
ticy , which made many , that were wonder- 
fully taken with him, to bring him what was 
neceſlaric for the ſuſtenance of his bodie to 
whom he returned an other kind of nouriſh- 
ment more pretious and more profitable for 
their ſoules. But the deuill ſeeing the rigor and 
auſterity of his lite , and that day and night he 
aduanced continually in Chriſtian pertection; 
and that the rays ot deuine light which was 
hidden in his breaſt, began to ſhine and to bc 
diſplayed , was much greeued and troubledat 
it, Therefore as S. Benedict was one day alone, 
this wicked tempter,tranformeth himſeltinto3 
litle blackbird , fluttering round about him, 
and coming ſo neere his tace , that he might 
hauec catchedit in his hand , if he would.Saint 
Benedi&made the ſigne of the crolle , and the 


bird vaniſhed , but left in him ſuch an" 
an 


and violent ſing of the fleſh , that the chaſt 
oung man was in great affliction and deſola» 
1 tion tor this tentation ſo new and vnuſuall, 
and withallſo dangerous.He had ſcen acertain 
woman at Rome , and the devill now after 
ſome yeares repreſented her vnto him fo to li- 
te, and kindles ſuch a heate and flame of the 
hellih fire of concupiſcence in him that he 
was as it were burnt vp ; and beingin a man- 
ner halfe overcome by the intolerable force 
of it , was cuen wauering, and toſſed with 
fndrie thoughts of leauing the deſert , and 
following that creature, But our Lord came 
timely .to reſcue him , and gaue him ſpirit 
aod vigor to recouer himſelt , and to reſiſt 
with the armour of faith that furious af. 
fault. For being coucred with forceand ver- 
tue from heauen , he ftript himſelf of his clo- 
thes, and caſting himſelt vpon 4- thickett of 
briars aad thornes , there rolled his naked 
body ſolong , that it was moſt pittifully rent, 
mangled, and torn and ran goare blood;and by 
this exceſucand ſtinging paine he quenched 


I 


the ſcorching fire which tathan had kindledin | 


hismembers.For theSaints oftentimes being in- 


war's God haue vied ſuch weapons againſt 


ic fleſh, and ſo gained a glorious viftorie 
and triumph ouer that dometſticalleaemic, ſo 
kerce and rebellious. This ſacrifice was ſo plea- 
fing toGod, which Saint Benedi& offeced him, 
that, as he told his diſciples , he neuer after 
felt the like tentation. Yea which is more , he 
became preſently vpon it 4 maſter of vertues, 
and taught them to diverſe , who by his exam- 
ple caſt away all tranſtorie —_ , and put 
themlelues vnder his dire&ion and diſcipline. 
Not fat from thence there was a Monaſtery, 
the Abbot whereof being lately dgceaſed , the 
Religious conſulting about the choice of an 
other, all agreed vpon Saint Benedi&t, and de- 
lired him to take that charge and care vpon 
tim, and as 4 father and maſter to dire& and 
carrie then on to perfeftion. The Saint at firſt 
excuſed himſelf; and being much preſſed and 
vrged by them , told them that be vas not for 
therr parpoſe,, and that they wonldnener be able 
to endure bi , for that bis enſtomes and theirs 
ad no ay: ſute and agree togetber.Yetatlength 
when they perſiſted till in their importunity, 
| great promiſes to obey him in all 
things he yeelded;and taking vpon him the of- 
hceand charge of ſuperiour and Abbot,appea- 
«amongſt them as a mirrour of all vertueand 
reps 3 mouing them by his example toloue 
cir cells, to fly idlenes , keepe ilence ; tode- 
in labour , faſting , watching, and pen- 
wance ; toattend to prayer and meditation , to 
aretull in maintaining fraternall charity : 
" all murmuring and detraQtion,to loue 
ly Poverty, and haue 4 care that what be- 
"gedto the Monaſtery ſhould be common to 
+ 0d 00 body ſhould owne any thing as 
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| nr wr and proper to himſclf, He himſelf __ 


crued the ſick, and would haue all to viſittand 
tend them, every man in his turne. He intertai- 
ned gueſts with great charity ; bore with his 
| ſubic&s faults with great mecknes;admoniſhed 
them ſweetly ; and when it was neceſlacie, 
chaſtiſed them ſeuerely;always performing the 
duty of 2 moſt loying father , an exa2 maſter, 
and zealous Prelate. But the weake cyes of 
thoſe poore Monks could not endure the 
bright luſter of his ſanity : nor their crooked 
manners the reQitude and exa&nes ofhis diſ- 
cipline.they began to complaine among them- 
ſclues for hauing choſen him Abbot; and it 
ſceming hard vnto them to leaue their old 
cuſtomes , and mould themlclucs to Saint Be- 
nedifts new ſpirit and conuerſation : they re 
ſolued to poiſon him, and ſo once for all ta rid 
themſclues of that heauic and vaſupportable 
ſeruitude, asthey cteemed religious diſcipline 
to be. They gaue him poiſon. in a glaſle of 
wine. And the Saint making the figne of the 
croſle ouer it, as he vicd todo, when he was 
to drink , preſently, as ifthat crofſe had bina 
| ſtone , the glaſſe broke in peeces without hig 
touching it, and both wine and poiſon was 
all ſpilt, The frend of God vaderſtood their 
wicked plott, and being nothing troubled at 
it , or euer altering his countenance, ſaid vato 
them. God forgine you Brethren, for what you 
would bawe done. Did not F rell yon that your 
cuſtomes and mine Would nener agree Well toge- 
ther ? and that you and F Were of far different 
humonrs ? ſecke out ſome other father to dire? 
and gouerne.you : for Twill liue no more among, 
508. Thus having loſt all hopes of doing any 
good in that houſe , where none would helpe 
him , and all perſecuted him, leauing Monks 
and Monaſtery, he returned to his deare fo- 
litude , aad liued there a life more of an An» 
gell then of 2 man, conſcruing with grea- 
teſt care and folicitude the pretious iewell 
of virginity , having his bodie on carth, and 
his hart in heauen ; always cheertull , always 
vigorous and conſtant, always cnamoured of 
our Lord ,and abſorpt ia higheſt coatempla- 
tion. 
The admirable example of Saint Benedi&t 
did ſo moue the people; and ſo many flocked 
vnto him trom all parts to be hisdiſciples,that 
in 4 ſhort time , for that Monaſtery which he 
had leaft , God did him the fauour and the 
grace to tound twe!ue Monaſteries of holy and 
vertuous Religious men , ouer whom he aps 
pointed 2 venerable Abbot and wiſe and pru« 
deat father, for to ralc and gouern them in 
his name; the holy Patriark going from one 
conuent to an other ; for to order and ſettlein 
them what was fitting. Among the Monatte- 
ries which he built there were three founded 
vpon the top of4 tonic and dry hill, where 


there was tio water ; but with great _ 
an 
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and labour the Religious were to fetch it from 
the bottome of the valley.For this inconueni- 


MA ot ence they deſired the holy Father , that they 


naught remoue their habitation to ſome other 
place, where they might haue the commodity 
of water. Be betooke bimſclt to prayer , and 
afterwards commanded them to dig in a place 
of the hill which he ſhewed them, where there 
ſprupg vp a cleare fountaine, which turniſhed 
all the Monaſterics ſuperabundantly with wa- 
ter for whatſoever vies. There came not only 
vnto bim thoſe who reſolved to torſake the 
world , and become Religious in his habite 
and rule : þut beſides many noble men and 
gentlemen brought their children vnto him, 
tor to þe taught and inſtrufted from their chil- 
dhood in the feare cf God. And the holy. Fa- 
ther received them, for to do God this ſeruice, 
and to oblige the commonwealth; lor it is of 
infinite importance that men be well brought 
vp from their tender age. Among other noble 
men who offered him their lonnes/, Evicius 
brought vnto him Maurus, and "Fertullus bro- 
vght Placidus , who afterwards became a Mar- 
tyr;and by Saint Benedifts good inſtruttions 
both of ther proued to be great Saints. And 
after 3 while that ſacred ſolitude reſembled a 
Paradiſe inhabited by heauenly citizens , by 
reaſon of the Sanity of Saint Benedi@, apd 
the other Rebligious , which lined in the Mo- 
naſteries vnder his direfion., But as enuie 
ever follows vertue , and the wicked abhorre 
nothing more then good lite ; the excellency 
and ſanctity of Saint Benedi& could not want 
aduerſaries , and thoſe that ,, like dogps, 
would be ſnarling and barking at him, defiring 
if they could to teare and rent his fame and 
reputation. Among others, a certaine Prieſt, 
by name Florentius, who had care of a Church 
hard by Saint Benedits Monaſtery , a man 
of 2 iaire outfide , but interiourly peruerſe 
and wicked , being ſtirred vp by enmie, began 
to ſpeak il] of Saint Benedi& , and told thoſe 
that ought and enquired aitcr him, that he was 
but 4 man as others are., and nothing jo holy as 
he ſeeemed to be. «And that they sbould beware of 
him, for that wnaer that cloake of bypccnifte there 
vas lurking ſome great mi:cLief. Yet allthat he 
could do or 1ay , wrought but litle with the 
people: tor Saint Beneditts ſanctity was ſo 
conſpicuvus and reſplendent, that it cafily dit- 
- pcrſed the topgie mult of the flagders where- 
with Fiorcntius eadeauoured to obſcure it. 
therefore iecing hat he could not, as he in- 

tended, by deccittull words and falſe accuſati- 

ons dimiaiſh his credit and vogue, being blin- 

ded with P:ſho.1, he refolucy to kill him, and 

to thatend ſent hima !oate of bread poilonned, 

4s it it had bin an almes ol bread that was 

bleſled. The Saint accepted the loaic with 

thanks, though he well knew what was in it, 

and the curſed intention, ot him that ſcntit, 


There vſed to come to the Monaſtery ever; 


day 2 rauen from a groue there by , whom the 
Saint fed with his owne hand : ang that 
day he flung vnto him this loafe which x, 
rentius had ſent him , and commanded hin 


in the Name of God to bide it where none ghoyj 


euer find it, But the bird croaking and open, 
ing his beck, and ſpreading his wings, 

to take turns about the bread for to ſignifeth 
danger that was init ,and that he had 4 min} 
to obey him, but could not periorme why 
was commanded him then faid the Saint: 
do not bid thee eate,it but to take it , which thy 
maiſt do ſecurely , and carrie it where I toldthe, 
Then the raven tooke the loaue , and whe 
he had hid it as he was commanded, camehat 
againe for his ordinatic allowance, which the 
Saint gaue him with his band. But Saint Be. 
nedif remained much greeued and afflited ng 
tor his owne danger, but tor the great offen. 
ce of God,and bad ſtate of that miſerable ma 
who perſecuted him without any cavſe, an{ 
whoſe malice mounted yet higher , for when 
he ſaw that he could not kill the Saints bo. 
dic , he relolued to deſtroy the foules of hy 


diſciples and Monks. He agreed with ſeaue Þ 


young women, that were handfome but war 
ton, that they ſhould enter into the gardend 
the Monaſtery , and there walke and dance 


naked, ſo to become 4 tumbling block and3 
 fnare to the Religious. , who might ſee then Þþ 


trom their cells, Vnto what an exceſle of is 
kednes will that man arriue,that is abandon 
ned by God! what will not cuuie and paſſion 
do in a hart, where they preuaile! But the 
holy man ſeeing that abominable ſpeQacte from 
out of his window ,and fearing that it might 
be hurtfull tg ſome that were but weake, knoy- 
ing alſo that all theſe Diabolicall inventions 
were contrived againtt his perſon more then 
againſt, his Monks ; leauing a Superiour of his 
owne choice to gouern the Monaſtery, depar 
ted from thence with ſome few Religious , to 
giuc way with patience and hamility, to hin 
that perlecuted _ fo cruelly, and withoutany 
teare of God. But our Lord , who is a iuſt re 


warder of our works , and a ſtrict revengerol 


wrongs and iniuries done to his ſeruants,would 
not permitt that ſo abominable a tact ſhould 
remainelong vnpuniſhed. For when Florents 
us was much plcaſed, and did triumph-that he 
had made his enemie fly , the houſe whercinhe 
lived tell fuddenly downe,and killed him.Mar 
rus pave preſently notice ot all to his Fathet 
and Maſter , Saint Benedi&, who was-ſome tel 
miles of, telling him that be might nov /4*) 
1eturn home to bis Monaſtetie, for that Floren- 
tins Was come to & diſaſtrous end, andbad receiued 
the revard of his off ence. S. Benedidt was mu 

aided at this news, and wept bitterly fortic 
death of Horentius , and for that his dilcipts, 


Maurus teemed to be glad of it; tor whuch ys 
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he checked bim ſharply , and enioined him 
} rigorous pennance, The deuil! was much 
confounded to ſec he had no better ſuccelle, 
and becauſe he could not by meancs of a man 
overcome Saint Benedi& , he determined to 
wage war againſt him by himſelf, hoping that 
2s his ſtrength was greater , he might more 
eaſily conquer and ſubdue him. There yet 
remained in Mount Caſline ſome relicks ot 
paganiſme , to wit a Temple and idoll of A- 
ollo , where the meancr fort and countrey 
people, that where 3yct heathens , adored and 
lacrificed to faiſe Gods ; which Saint Benedia 
comming to vnderſtand , went thither , broke 
the idol] , ouerthrew the Altar , and fett the 
wood on fire, wherein they vſed to make their 
ſacrifices to the deuills. And in the Temple he 
built achapell in honour of Saint Martin , and 
another for Saint Iohn Baptiſt; and began to 
preach the Goſpell to thoſe idolaters , endea- 
vouring by life and doQrine to draw thei to 
the knowlege of our Lord and Sawiour. This 
made the devill tarke madd , wheretore taking 
3 dreadfull and horrid ſhape he foamed with 
rgeand fury , caſt forth fire from his eyes, and 
faſhiog flames from his throate , and came be- 
fore S. Benedict howling and making diſmall 
ſcreeches , and often called him by his name 
Brnedif, Benedif: and when the Saint vouch- 
fafed not to anſwere hin ,or euen to take any 
notice of hich : he added ; malediFe or non Be- 
acdifle, curſed and not bleſſed, *hat is the matter 
vith thee? why doeſk thou perſecute me in this 
mannir? And from that time he began more 
outragiouſly to perſecute him, of whom he 
complained he was perſecuted; our Lord per- 
mitting it to the devills greater con{ulion, the 
Saints honour , and his owne glory ,who gaue 
him viftorie ouer ſo powerlull and formidable 
z monſtet,They were heauing vpa great ſtone 
for 2 building , and the devil] putting himſelt 
ypon it made 1t ſo weighty, that a multitude 
omen could not moue it; Saint Benedict pra- 
yed; and made the figne of the Erofle and 
breathed vpon it , and then without difficulty 
they lifted it vp. In digging the ground there 
vas found an idoll of mctail , which carcleſly 
wascaft into the Kitchin , which kindled fo 
preat] fire, that all ſecmed to be vndone; nor 
could the Religous with all the water they 
could caſt vpon it ,put it out and quench it-The 
Saint comes and finds it to be a tantaſtick and 
boreall or naturall firc,and beypeth ot our lord 
that he would open the eyes ot his Monks ior 
to diſcetn what it was, and ſtraightways they 
perceived the deuills fraud, An other time as 
they were raifing a wall of 4 building, Saint 
benedif being at his prayers 1n his cell taw 
the devill coming in great fury to do ſome 
Uiſchicte, He crycd out aloud to his Religious 
that were at work to ſtand wpon their gard and 
Woke to themſelues, SCAaLccly had they heard his 


Saint Benedi& Abbot, and Confeſlor.: 
| voice, when the 'deuill threw downe the wall: 
| which falling vpon 2 young Monk kil'ed him 


and bruiſed all his bodie. His companionslayd 
him on 4 hand barrow, and carried him to Saint 
Benedi&, who put him in the place where he 
vied to pray ,and difmiſſed the brothers. Then 
(butting himſelf vp in his cell , and proſtrate 
in prayer , he begged of God to reſtore hind 
to lite againe. And our Lord heard his prayer, 
and rendered him fo perfeAly whole and (ound; 
that the Saint ſeat him preteatly to work ; and 
would haue him to hclpe ro repaire the watt 
that was fallen, for to confotind the eriemie ; 
who thought to triumph by his death. Our 
Lord wroughtdiucrle other great miracles by 
Saint Benedi for the inſtruction of the Religi- 
ous , cdification of the faithtuli, and terror of 
the wicked, and abouc all for te glory of hun 
whom Fedid ſo magnify and make famous and 
cenowned vpon earth, as is to be ſeen in Saint 
Gregorie , who writ his life. We ſhall only re- 
late the more remarkable, and ſuch as docon« 
taine particular inſtructions, eſpecially for Res 
ligious people; S. B-nedit ſent Placidus for to 
tetch water from 4 lake,which was below the 
Monaftery ; who putting in his pitcher to take 
water , ſlipt in a it. Saint Benedi& by de- 
vine Reuclation ſaw the danger , and callin; 

vpon Maurus faid vnto him : Manrus run vith 
all fpeede, tor Placidus going for water is fallen 
tntothe lake, and is almoſt drowned. And Maus 
rus taking his tathers benedi&ion run with all 
ſpeede,, and not tegarding what he did, wal- 
ked vpon the lake as vpon drie land , and tas 
king Placidus by the haire of the head , drew 
him out of the water, Then turming his eyes 
back ,taw that he had done that which helitle 
dreamed of , nor cuer thought to have done; 
He relates all that had paſſed vnto Saint Bz:ne- 
dict, attributing the miracle to his merits. But 
the Saint alcrived it to Maurus his prompt 
obedience. And no doubt but that many times 
our Lord for to reconunend vnto vs the vers 
tac of obedience , and to ſhew vnto vs how 
gratctull it is vnto him , how important and 
ncceflaric in Religion; hath wrought great and 
maruellous things for thoſe that ſimply and 
promptly haue obeyed their Superious, and on 

the contrary he hath declarcd that he that 
taileth in obedience , wanteth the principall 

ground and ornament of a Religious man , as 
was fcen by an other miraclc, For the bleſſed 

Father having beſtowed all that he had in the 

Monaltery , tor to rclicue the poore, and onc 

coming to beg 2 litle oyle, he commanded 

that the litle , which was yet left in 42 glaſſe; 

should be giuen him. But the diſpenſter inade 

dithculty to obey, tearing out of his weakneg 

in faith , that if he gaue it, the community 

would come to want it. The Saint vnderſtane 

ding what had palled , commanded that the 


zlaile withthe oyle which was in it ; ſhoatd be 
Rite picicntly 


thing 


g<ther, and ſrarply to rebuke that diſobedience 


which was accompanied with difidence.Then 
together with them he betooke himſelito pra- 


yer ,and begged of our Lord to prouue them 
with oyle, and preſently there wasa v<lell fil- 
ledwith excellent oyle that beiore was empty: 


preſently caſt out of the window , that ther: 

2T- might remaine nothing inthe Monaltery con 
MARCH trary to holy obedience. And it was 4 ſtrange 
that though the window were high , 
and the glaſle fel] vpon ſtones , yet neither was 
it broken, nor the oyle ſpilt, Hence the bleſſed 
nan tcoke an occaſion to call his Monks to- 


that we might all vaderitand how pleafing ec; 
the :.cuine Maieſty is a {imple and buwble 


obedience : and taat hyw mach ſocuera man 
viucth him in his pooxe, it 15a) ways fupcrabua - 
dantly repaycd him by his liberall hand: and 
that he who feedeth the birds vi the aire, and 
the wormes of the carta,will not be wauting 
or ſparing to his frends and feruants: as at an 
other time was manifeſtly ſeen in the tame 
conuent. For in time of a great dearth when 
they were vaprouded of bread , there being 
but five loaues for ſogreat i community, Saint 
Benedi& percejuing tome of them to be much 
aflitcd and troublcd at it , reprehenaded them 
and ſaid : we Yant brearlto day, but to morrov 
it will not be ſo. And the next morning there 
were found at the gate two hundred buſhells 
of wheate , no body kaowirg how they came 
thither. In one of his Monaſterys there was 
3Monk,that could neuer kcepe hiaifelt quietin 
time of prayer . but wheathe Religious were 
aſſembled together tor to pray , hc {till tooke 
ſome occaſion or other to be running out,and 
entertained hinfclt with light and tooliſh toyes. 
* The Abbottten warned him of it, as ot tault 
very conſiderable in a Religious man. The holy 
father Saint Benedict allo did ſeuecall times ad- 
moniſh and repichend him tor the ſame, And 
although he amended hunſcif for ſome tew 
days, yet he ſooneretuined to his bad cultowe, 
and was cuer and anon running out in the 
time of prayer. One day whillt ail the Religi- 
ous were together at their deuotions , Saint 
Benedict being illuminated by 4 heavenly light 
eſpied 2 litle blackamore by the Monk , that 
pulled him by the ſleeue , and drew him out 
trom that holy companic. Theretore when 
prayer was ended , he tooke a ſwitch in his 
hand , and gauc the Monk many a {mart blow, 

as if he had layd on ypon the deuill, that de- 

luded kim, and permitted hun not to reit and 

be quiett at his prayers, which are our wea- 

pons wherewith we fight againſt our encmic 

and oucrcoime him, and the meancs whereby 

the foule approacheth to God , and receiueth 

trom him light and itrength. And theretore 
it is no marucll that the deuill doth labour 

tooth and naile to diucrt vs from attention 


Saint Benedj& Abbot; and Confeſlor. 


great war againſt him, The good cﬀec of yy 
corre&ion did ſoone appearc,, for the deyj 
curilt neuer more be troubleſome to that good 
man , nor draw him away from his deuoticg 
and prayers. The Saint made vle of the ſame t., 
medic ;avd with the like authority drove ay; 
the deuill at an other time, For once he met 
the deuiil ike a DoQor, riding on 4 mule, ang 
coming to his Monaſtery , and then law hin 
entcr into the body of an ancient Monk, thy 
was drawing vp water. Saint Benedi& truck 
the wan on the cheeke with his hand, ang 
the devil! preſently left him and went away 
without doing him any harme.One cuening ag 
the holy Saint was taking his ordinary refegj. 
on, one of the Religious, that was agreat mary 
ionne , ſtood by him and lighted him with; 
candle in his hand , and picſently there cane 
into his head a thought of vanity and conceit 
of himſelf , witha diſeſtceme of him whom he 
waited vpon;and he ſpoke thus within himſcl{ 
Who is this , whom? beare 4 candle tefore why 
do I jerne? before whom 40 f ſtand? am 14 my 
to waite upon him? The Saint ſaw bis thoughts 
and read all that was in his mind , and Gi 
Brother , make the ſigue of the Croſſe wponyuur 


you ſaying in jour mind? Make the faxne ofths 
Croſse. Then he commanded hita to leauethe 
candle , fet him downe , and reſt quietly, But 
the good man being demanded afterwards 

the reſt of the Religious of what hadpalſed 
with him ; he plainly confeſlcd his frailtyand 
Yanity. And they all came to vnderſtand there- 
by that Saint Benedi& by 4 heauenly light did 
ciicouer the greateſt, ſecrets of their harts: and 
that inReligionthe higheſt isnot to difdaineto 
ſerue the meaneſt, nor the greateſt gentleman 
the pooreſt of his brothers, looking vponthe 
example ot Chuiſt our Lord, who being King 
ot heauen, came downe to ſeruec and not tobe 
ſerucd. And it is not juſt that he who hath 
forſaken more wealth and honour for Gods 
lake then ar other, ſhould therefore think that 
he is tobe leile humble, A certaine Monk was 
much tempted to leaue his habite , and bc- 
ing oucrcome by the deuills ſolicitation reſol- 
ued to do it. Saint Benedi& knowing his relo- 
lution , like a good tather,cndeauoured to pets 
{wade him to be conſtant in his vocation.and 
to bring him to vaderſtand the illuſion of the 
dewill, and his owne danger. But he was fo 
tranſported, that he could heare no reaſon nor 
countcIl ot him, that ſo caretully ſought his 
good. The Saint therefore bid him go , and 
prayed for him.As he was putting his toote out 
of tlie gate , he ſaw a moit horrible and feat» 
tull dragon readic to deuoure him ; whercfore 
trembling and panting, and being quite out ot 
breath hc retires back, and runs into the Mo+ 
nailery, telling eyery man whom he met, what 


and application to prayer , which wageth lo | 


he had ſeen And 1o hauing beheld with ſus 
corporal 


hart. What haue you in your thoughts ? whatan | 
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corporall eyes the inuifible dragon, into whoſe 
cryell iawes he was caſting himſelf, whilſt he 
y was ſorſaking bis Religion ; he came to his 
wits, hanged his mind, and perſeuered piouſly 
in his vocation , by the prayers and interceſſi- 
on of Saint Benedi&. 

Among other guifts of God , he was emi- 
nent for the ſpirit of prophelie, for he foretold 
Jong before , things that were to come : and 
that which happened far from him , as if he had 
bin preſent at it. Some of the Religious went 
out of the Monaſtery about ſome bufines,and 
tarried longer then they thoughtto haue done. 
3 dcuoute and charitable Lady defired them 
that ſeeing it Was late they would take 4 bitt and 
refresh themſelues: and vrged themſo much that 
they were content to accept of the inuitatian. 
Wien they came home they preſented them- 
{clues vnto S. Benedi&for to haue his bleſſing, 
who asked them Where they had dined. They be- 
ing ſurprizedand aſbamed to contefle (becauſe 

tocate abroad withoutleaue , was againſt their 
Rule) denied that they had eaten any t'inz. But 


the Saint told hem Where they had bin, What they 


bad taken and eaten , and bow often enery one of 
them bad drunk : which made them caſt them- 
ſelues vpon their knees , acknowlege their 
fault, demand pardon , and performe the pen- 
nance which was emioined them. The like 
happened to an other Monk , who hauing 
preached in a ceartaine village , tooke a paire 
of ſheetes, that were prefied vpon him by the 
itnportunity of a good woman,and hid them, 
For which Saint Benedict reprebended him, 
telling him all that he had done, as it he had 
[cen it with his eyes. A certain perſon ſent two 
bottells of wine to Saint Benedi& by a boy, 
who hid one by the way , and preſented him 
with the other ; the holy man tooke it cheer- 
tully and with many thanks ; but ſaid tothe 
boy, as he was taking his leaue of him : take 
beede child how thou drinkeſt of the bottle, which 
tbo thft hide by the way , for that which is Yith- 
in it may do thee barme. The youth ſtartled to 
are theſe words , and was much aſhamed, 
and as he returned back, opened the botle,and 
preſently there came 4 ſnake out ofit.And then 
he mnderſtood what harme he had done by 
dftcring to detude the ſeruant of God , and 
Cctrayd him ot the almes that was ſent vato 
him, Totilas, King of the Goths, hauing heard 
auch of the ſanity of Saint Benedi& , and of 
miracles which he had wrought, and partt- 
Ularly of his guitt of prophetie , had 2 mind 
Omake triall thereof, before he would belecue 
il Therefore he clothed his eſquire , whole 
"Mc was Rigeo , with his Royall Robes,and 
fat him thus apparelled , and attended with 
* OWNe pard and retinue to Sajnt Benedict. 
\ 99 didas he was commanded , and centred 
; Convent in great pompe and itate , with 
wnder ot followers Wh # al;gauc out tb4t 


__ 


their Maſter the king, vas come to viſite anddo re« 
werence to the boty Father. S.Benedi& was fitting 
in hiscell,and as that counterfeiteKing came to 
him, he ſmiled vpon him and ſaid: /orze , put 
of theſe robes and rich attire which you veare, for 
they are none of yours. The true ſcruant and 
talſe king wondred much to heare him fay ſo, 
and having proſtrated himſelt out of reverence 
to him , returned to his Maſter, and told him 
what had happened. Then Totilas came in 
perſon,and for great reverence would not come 
neere, nor riſe from the ground on which he 


had caſt himſelf , vntil the Saint raiſed him vp . 


with hisxowne hands, and embraced him. Then 
he reprehended him for his great crueltie, and 
in few words forctold all that was to befall 
him ; and faid : you do much miſchie{e, and haut 
done far more. Surceaſe nov and giue outr' your 
crueltie. You Shall takg Rome , you shball cro($e 
the ſea. You 5hall line nine yeares, and the tenth 
30u ball dy. All which fell out as he prophe- 
cied,asalſo what he foretold of the deſtruction 
of his Monaſtery ot Mount Cafline long befo+ 
re it happened. For our Lord reucaled vato 
him , that all that howſe and Wbatſoeuer he bad 
gathered together with ſo much toyle and paines, 
by 4 inſt ant ſecret iutlement of God, should fall 
into the hands of the Lombards, and be wtterly 
ruined ; but that for bis prayers the perſons 
sbould be ſafe * For ſome yeares after the Lom- 
bards deinoliſhed that holy houſe , and all that 
were 1n it ſaved themfclues. I ſhould 'neuer 
cone to ari'efnid ;, if I would recount all that 
can be faid'of the deuine and propheticall light 

of this Saint :theretore leauing that matter ; I 

vill paſſe-to other things which conduce no 
lefie to our clification, In a Monaſtery of 
Nunns that was vnder Saint Benedias obedie. 
ence there lived two Religious women nobly 

born , who too much retleing vpon the cons» 
dition thcy were of in the world , were not 
ſo humble and modeſt as became their prefent 
ſtate. They gaue bad — vato a Religi* 
ous man, whoſe care and office it was to pro 
vide ſome neceſlarie things for them. The good 


Brother bore 1t with patienceand ſilence fora . 


long time, but at length thought fit to make 
his complaint to- Saint Benedi&: who warned 
ther feriouſly to bridle their paſſion and 
their tongue , and abſtaine from ſuch iniu« 
rious and contuinelious language : and 
threataed if they amended not , to excommu- 
aicat them. The admonition and threats of the 
holy father auailed htle with them, for they 
corrected nothing of their bad cuſtome ,and 
lighted his threats, not long after they both 
dyed , and wete buried ig the Church , where 
holy Maſſe was vſually ſaid, Jn time of Maſle 
the deacon according to the cuſtome ofthoſe 
days , did always lay : /et thoſe that are excoms 
municated go forth of the Church. The nource- 


| of oncotthe ewadecealed perſons ,who cucry,: 


day 
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day brought ſome offering to the Church for 
them, perceiucd them frequently to rife out of 


Marcy their graues , and go out of the Church ; and 


calling to mind the excommunication which 
Saint Benedi& had threatncd them with , ac- 
quainted him with what ſhe had ſecn. The 
Saint hauing a great reſentment and compaſſion 
for thoſe poore ſoules , gaue with his owne 
handan oblation,and faid vnto her; off ex th45 to 
God Which 1 gine for them, and tte) sball te 
no more excommunizated , and aitcr this they 
were een no more to come forth ot their gra- 
ue, or g9 out of the Church, as before, Whe- 
reby we may learne how excommunication is 
to be tcared , and of what torce Saint Benedidts 
words were , which could binde thoſe toulcs 
that bad bin diſobcdient, and touſe them agat- 
ze. Which force and power appeared no leile 
in what happened to a young man, that wore 
the habit , and lived in the Monaſtery, there 
to be inſtrufed and brought vp : but be- 
ing overcome by a fond and too tender atfe- 
ion for his frends, went one day without lea» 
ve to his fathers houle to viſfite them, and there 
preſcntly dyed. They buried him, but the earth, 
as it it had bin endowed witt: ſenſe and reaſon, 
caſt him vp againe, They buricd him the ſc- 
cond time, but the acxt day found him caſt vp. 
as before, His afflifted Parents came with ma=- 
ny teares vnto Saint BznediR, and defired him 
to recciue that poore Religious man againc 
into his tauour and irendſhip. Hetouke a con- 
ſecrated hoſt , and bid them put ut reverently 
veon the dead mans breaſt, which when they 
had done,the earth of it ſelt opened,recciued his 


body, and lodged it peaceably in her boſouu 4 . 


HoWv great Were the menits of tis holy man, 
faith Saint Gregouie, /cerng that the earth reſus+ 
fed to harbour him that vas in his dijjauour. 
But although he was ſo powerfull with God, 
there was obe thing which he defired, but couid 


- not obtaine., in a-pious conteit , which he bad 


with his ſiſter Scholaſtica , wherein he was 
obercome by her. She was a holy viigin , and 
had lived from ber intancy in great recollection 
and purity, ard vicd to come once A yeate to 
viſite ber brother, One yeate as ſte was com- 
ming according to ber cuſtome, Saint Benedict 
accompanied with ſome of his Monks wei.tto 
meete her. They reſted in a grapge not tat trom 
ber Mcnaſtery , and ſpent that day in a moit 
holy and ſwecte converſation : when it grew 
towards cucning, the holy Father would rctui- 
ne to his Convent ,and his filter detited kun 
earneſilyto tairy there that night, and paſle ic 
over in pious diſcouiſes of the toys of heaucn 


and glory of the Saiqts. But he could not be | 


moucd to condeicend to her petition, Wherc= 
fore bowing downe her bead, and putting her 
tacc vpon his hands , ſhe wace her praycr-to 
Cod , beyoing of him: with'wany teares ,that 
he would be pleaſed to Ceraine her brother, 


When $.Scholaſtica began to pray,the skey wy 
cleare and faire, but preſently it was ouercaſt, 
and there aroſc ſo great 4 ſtorme of rain 
mingled with thunder and lightniog,that Saint 
Bencdi& and his Monks could not goout o 
Cores. The Saint kacw that this was an «eq 
of his ſiſters prayer, and complaining of it (ad 
vnto her : Siſter , hat meaneth this ? Gud par 
ten you the eutil turn you haue done me. And (he 
aniwered:Brother f deſired you to ſtay, andyu 
ould mot heare me.j baue made my recouſewny 
ourLora , and he bath 2ranted me my requeſ 
So S. B<nedi paſſed vuer that night with his 
fiter; and was forced to that by neceflity,which 
he could not be brought treely and of his owne 
accordto yeeld vato. The next morning Saint 
Benedict icturned to his Monaſtery, and Saint 
Scbolafiica to her houſe , bauing fpent the 
whole night in devine colloquics withincre, 
dibic ioy and contentment ct their ſoule;Three 


days after the holy father being in his cell, caſt | 


vp his eycs towards heauen, and to his grezt 
comtort ſaw the moſt pure ſoule of his filter, 
uow freed from the prilon of this miſerable 
body , fly vp to heaven in forme of a molt 
white doue. Where by he vaderitood that ſhe 
was dead, and told it his Monks. He cauledthe 
body to be brought to his Monaſtery and by 
ried itin the tombe which he had preparedfor 
bunſelf , with a folemnity befitting fo holy 4 


filter. An other time being at his praycisinthe 
night , he pexceiued the obſcurity of the night 
to be on a ſudden changed into the brightacy 
of 3 cleare day, And by and by he tay the 
whole world decyphered and let out betore 
him by a ray of the ſun, abbreviated and com- 
pritcdina licle volume. Being tranſported yith 
that geuine light, oa which be kept his cyc 
ltedfaltly fixed , he ſaw the Angells carrying 
vp 1nto heauen in a globe or ſphericall forme 
ol fire, the ſoule ot Saint German , Biſhop df 
Capua. And preſcntly be called Seruandus3 
deacon, his intimate tiend, and a man of rai 
example, for to ſee this wonder. But whe be 
came, he couid {ce but a gliwpſe of that great 
light which was now vaniſhipg and dilappes 
r1Dp. It was found aitcrwards that at the ver 
intiznpt when Saint Benedit bad the vilion, 
Saint German Ceparted from this lite, Andits 
0 Yonder , fanth Saint Gregorie , that be vi 
Was compreſſed and enuincned atunt with 4 & 
aine light andeieuatea aboue the world and tin 
ſelf shoula jee an epitume and abridgment 0f | 
» ord tefore him : not jor that the earth and fr 
wens mere leſiencd anuſiraightned to the meajur 
and capaiity of tas e3es , tur Lecauſe with4 bet 
wenly light kis ſunle Was /o calated and in(arged, 
that being cleſe wwitea with God, With faunls 
it lehela ani ſaw all that \ as wnaet Gude _ 
Bericd & being zepleniſt ed with this light 
heaven, wiita Rule tor his Religious with 
Cilcreticn, and io ſweet altuule, that idler 
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fudes that which belongeth to order, they do not 


| tedit to his great glory. At the very inſtant 
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ther things he recommendeth vntoAbbots anc 


'. other Superiours, that they be $ealous audexan?, 


but not ſuſpicious : for other ways they will nexer 
hawe peace nor reſt in their ſoule. «And that be- 


tnngin things more auſtere and hard then their 
profe/ſion exafleth of them, Finally , the ſame 
yeare that bis bleſſed ſoule was to paſſe to the 
fruition of glorie , he declared it vnto his 
Monks; and told them the very day on which 
he wastody,charging thoſe that were preſent, 
tokeep it ſecret; and promiſing thoſe that were 
abſent,to giue them certaine figne at the very 
houre that he ſhould dy. Six days betore his 
departure,he commanded that his grave ſhould 
be opened , and then he. was ſeized vpon by 
2 violent and painfull feauer , avd knowi 
that his end grew neere,onthe hixth day, feeble 
and quite ſpent , as he was, he would be carried 
into the Church ;- where he receiued the molt 
retious Body of our Lord Iefus Chriſt ;and 
m—_ on the ſhoulders of his Monks who | 
ſupported bim , ioining his. hands, and lifting 
vp ls eyes and hart to heaven, in prayer,rapt 
23 it were in an exſtaſe, he rendred vp his 
moſt happic ſoule to that Lord, who had crea- 


that he dyed , one of his Monks being in his 
ceilſaw him carried vp into heauen. And Saint 
Maurvs his diſciple , wbo was then in France, 
behelda way or ſtreete hung with moſt ſump- 
tuous tapiſtrie ; and ſhining. with a moſt ref- 
plendent and incomparable light ; which rea- 
chedfrom Saint Benedids cell as tar as heauen, 
and3 venerable perſon comming towards him, 
faid Loe; this is the way, by Which Bened:d , the 
beloued|ernant and frend of God, goeth this day 
to enio) eter all glory. He dyed inthe two and 
lixteeth yeare of his age , and yeare of our 
Lord, according to Baronius , five hundred 
forty two , or , as Leo Oftienſis will have it, 
five hundred forty three,on the one and twen- 
tith of March, epon which day the Church 
keepeth his feaſt, Although concerning his 
we and the yeare of hisdeath, there ariſe great 
ffculties, His body was buricd ia the chapel| 
of Saint John Bapriſt, which himſelf had built 
in Mount Cafſin, And when that Monaſtery 
Vs tuined by the barbarians, according to | 
Kint Benedidts owne propheſielong before, as 
ve faid ; it was carried by the Monks vnto 
tie Monaſtery of Fleury in France, And God 
yroupht reat miracles at that Tranſlation, 
Fiereof this one was very wonderfull; that it 
being then the hart ot winter, anda very ſharp 
kaſon , the body being brought into a field 
"at was drie and frozen , and tull of trees that 
Vere bare of leaues and fruit , atthe very in- 


—_— tarriued there,the held grew greene 
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tobe 3 true purtrait of his holy life. Among o- | then the midle of ſpring. Afterwards the holy | 


Body was carried back to the ancient houſe 
of Mount Caſſin , the principall ſeat of Saint 
Benedifs order , where t is at preſent. And 
this ſecond Tranſlation is kept by the Order 
on the elegenth of luly. God hath wrought 
and doth continually work great miracles by 
the interceſſion of this glorious Saint and Pa- 
triark of ſo many holy Religions. For truly it 
is 2 thing neuer ſafficiently to be admired;and 
a wonderfull cffe& of the deuine goodnes, to 
conſider the perfe@ton and excellency of that 
Rule , which he writ in fo few words; the 
praiſes and confirmations it hath from Popes; 
the many and different Religious orders as well 
Monaſticall as militarie, that march and fighe 
vader its banner : the innumerable Monaite- 
ries of this order, which haue bin founded in 
all Prouinces of Europe, wherein hath florithed 
the ſanctity, dorine, and government of the 
whole Catholick Church, and whence ſprung 
an infinity of moſt holy and larmed men, of 
Abbots, Biſhops, Cardinalls,and Popes, who tor 
many yeares have admirably gouerned and 
guided SaintPeters ſhip,and haue bin the light; 
ornament and defente of the vauuerſallChurch, 
wherctoze we need not wonder ifmany Dukes, 
Princes, Kings, and Enzperours , have left theig 
eſtates , ſcepters, and crownes , and cloathed 
themſclues with the poore habit of Saiat Be- 
nediR, for to liue in all humility and contempt 
of the world yader his Rule and holy inſtitute, 
All which doth preach aloude vato. vs the 
oreat merits ofthis moſt holy Father, the glos 
rious crowne which he hath in heauen, and 
the devotion which we all ought to haue for 
him and his holy order, endeauouring to imi- 
tate him, who knew fo well how to imitate 
and pleaſe our Lord , and drew after him by 

his example and doQtine ſo many heauenly 
ſquadrons of men and women, molt perfe& in 

all Kind of ſanity. Let vs pray vato him 
that he will obtaine for vs grace,that follow- 
ing and imitating him in this life, we may 
delerue to accompanie him in glotie, Amen, 
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THE ANNUNTIATION OE THE 

moſt bleſsed Virem Mare, and the Incar- 

nation of the ſonne of God in her | 
ſacred Wwombe. 


EAST; N the moſt ſacred and ineffable Myf- 
tery of the Incarnation of the ſonne 
of God, in which he was pleaſed to 


4Joath himſelf with ou: "aite fleſh in the moit 


, adorned with graſſe and flowers, and 
ctrees were full of bloifomes , as if it had bin | 


pure woinbe of the bleſſed virgin,and be ingGod 
Immortall would become 2 mortall man, tor to 


wake 
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Saint Benedi&, Abbot and Confeſſor, 


day brought ſome offering to the Church for 
them, perceiued chem frequently to riſe out of 


Marcy their graues , and go out of the Church ; and 


calling to mind the excommunication which 
Saint Benedi& had threatned them with , ac- 
quainted him with what ſhe had ſecn. The 
Saint having a great reſeatment and compaſſion 
for thoſe poore ſoules , gave with his owne 
handan oblativn,and faid vnto her; off ex th45 to 
God which I gine for them, and they sball te 
no more excommunicated , And aitcr this they 
were ſeen no more to come forth ot their gra- 
ue, or g9 out of the Church , as before, Wie- 
reby we may learne how excommunication is 
to be tcared , and of what torce Saint Benedis 
words were , which could binde thoſe toulcs 
that bad bin diſobcdient, and louſc them agai- 
ue. Which force and power appcared no leile 
in what happened to a young man, that wore 
the habit , and lived in the Monaſtery, there 
to be inſtrufed and bought vp : but be- 
ing overcome by a tond and too tender afte- 
Gion for his frends, went one day without lea- 
ve to his fathers houle to viſite them, and there 
preſcntly dyed. They buried him, but the earth, 
as it it had bin endowed witt: ſenſe and reaſon, 
caſt him vp againe, They buricd him the ſc- 
cond time, but the acxt day found him caſt vp 
as before, His affiited Parents came with ma- 
ny teares voto Saint Benedi, and defired him 
to recciue that poore Religious man againc 
into his tauour and irendſhip. Hetouke a con- 
ſecrated hoſt, and bid them put it reverently 
veon the dead mans breaſt, which when they 
had done,the earth of it ſelt opened, recciued his 
body, and lodged it peaceably in her boſoun # 
HoV great Were the merits of tis holy man, 
faith Saint Gregotie, /cerng that the earth reſs « 
fed to harbour him that Was in his dijjauour. 
But although ne was1Þ powerfull with God, 
there was obe thing which he deſired, but couid 


\ not obtainc., ina-pious conteit , which he bad 


with his ſiſter Scholaſtica , wherein he was 
obercome by her. She was a holy viigin , and 
had lived from her intancy in great recollection 
and purity, ard vicd to come once A yeate to 
viſite ber brother, One yeate as ſte was com- 
ming according to ber cuſtome, Saint Benedict 
accompanied with ſome of his Monks wei.tto 
meete her.They reſted in a grapge not tat trom 
ber Mcnaſtery , and ſpent that Gay in a moit 
holy and ſweete converſation : when it grew 
towards cucning, the holy Father would rectus 
ne to his Convent ,and his filter detiied hun 
earneſi]yto tairy there that night, and paſle ic 
over in pious diſcourſes of the toys of hraucn 


and glory of the Saints* But he could not be | 


moucd to condeicend to her petition, Wherc= 
fore bowing downe her head, and putting her 
tacc ypon his hands , ſhe wace her praycr-to 
Cod , begoving of him: with'wany teares , that 
he would be. pleaſed to deraine her brother, 


When S.Scholaſtica began to pray, the skey wy 
cleare and faire, but preſently it was ouercaſt, 
and there arolſc ſo great 4 ſtorme of rain 
mingled with thunder and lightniog,that Saint 
Bencdi& and his Monks could not goout 
cores. The Saint knew that this was an «>«4 
ot his ſiſters prayer, and complaining of it (ad 
vnto her : Siſter , Xhat meaneth this ? Gud par 
ten you the eutil tuin you haue done me. And (he 
an{wered:Brother } deſired you to ſtay, andyug 
ould not beare me.j} baue made my tecourſevan 
ourLord , and he bath granted me my requeſ 
So S. B<nedi@ paſſed vucr that night with his 
ftiter; and was forced to chat by necellity,which 
he could not be brought trecly and of his owne 
accordto yeeld vato. The next morning Saint 
Benedict returned to his Monaſtery, and Saint 
Scbolatlica to her houſe , bauing ſpent the 
whole n:ght in devine colloquics withincre, 
dibic ioy and contentment ct their ſoule;Three 


days after the holy father being in hiscell,c:{ | 


vp his eyes towards heauen, and to his grezt 
comtort ſaw the moſt pure ſoule ot his kite, 
uow freed from the prilton of this miſerable 
body , fly vp to heaven in forme of a mot 
white doue. Where by he vaderitood that (he 
was dead, and tok] it his Monks. He cauledthe 
body to be brought to his Monaſtery,andbu- 
ried it in the tombe which he had preparedfor 
bunſelf , with a folemnity betting fo holy 4 
ſiſter. An other time being at his praycisinthe 
night , he pexceiued the obſcurity of the night 
to be on a ſuddenchanged into the brightacs 
of 4 cleare day, And by and by he tay the 
whole world decyphered and let out before 
him by 4 ray ot the ſun, abbreuiated and coms 
priicdin a licle voluine. Being tranſported yith 
that geuine light, oa which be kept his cyc 
ltedfaltly fixed , he ſaw the Angells carrying 
vp into heauen in a globe or ſphericall tore 
ol fire, the ſoule of Saint German , Biſhop of 
Capua. And preſcntly he called Seruandus3 
deacon, his intimate tiend, and a man of rar 
example, for to ſee this wonder, But whe be 
came, he couid {ce but a gliwpſe of that great 
light which was now vaniſhipg and dilappes 
r1Dp. It was found aſtcrwards that at the very 
inttant when Saint Benedit bad the vilon, 
Saint German departed from this lite, Anditi 
a0 Yonder , fanth Saint Gregone , that be Wi 
WAs compreſſed and enuirened atout with 4 & 
wine light and eieuatea atone the world and tin 
ſelf shoula jee an epitcme and atridgment of tie 
> ord tefore him : not jor that the earth and bes 
ens n ere leſiencd anaſiraightnea to the meuſuie 
ant capaiity of his e3es , tur becauſe with4 hit 
uenly light his ſuule Yas jo cilnted and inlarged, 
that being cleſe wnitea with God, With faukl 
it lehela and ſaw all that YN as wnnet Gun. o 
Bercd.f being zcplcniſ} ed with iþis Jight 


keaven, wiita Ruic tor has Religious with : 
Gilcreticn, and io ſwect a ule, that itleen " 
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Judes that which belongeth to order, they do not 


Saint Benedi& Abbot, and Confeſlor; 
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tobe A true purtrait of his holy life. Among o- | then the midle'of ſpring. Afterwards the holy | 
Body was carried back to the ancient houſe —* 


ther things he recommendeth vntoAbbots anc 
other Superiours, that they be $ealous audexar, 
but not [uſpictous : for other ways they will nexer 
hawe peace 201 reſt in their ſoule, xAnd that be- 


bring 18 things more auſtere and hard then their 
profeſſion exaHetb of them, Finally , the ſame 
yeare that bis bleſſed foule was to paſſe to the 
fruition of glorie , he declared it vnto his 
Monks; and told them the very day on which 
he wastody,charging thoſe that were preſent, 
tokeep it ſecret; and promiſing thoſe that were 
abſent,to giue them 4 certaine hgne at the very 
houre that he ſhould dy. Six days betore his 
departure, he commanded that his grave ſhould 
be opened , and then he, was ſeized vpon by 
2 violent and painfull feauer , apd knowi 
that his end grew neere,anthe l1xth day, feeblc 
and quite ſpent , as he was, he would be carried 
into the Church ;+ where he receiued the molt 

retious Body of our Lord leſus Chriſt ;and 
on the ſhoulders of his Monks who | 


eanin 
Ju ortd hira, ioining his hands, and liſting 
vw fi eyes and hart to heaven, in prayer,rapt 


25 it were in an exſtahe, he rendred vp his 
moſt happic ſoule to that Lord, who had crea- 
tedit to his great glory. .At the very inſtant 
that he dyed , one of his Monks being in his 
ceilſaw him carried vp into heauen. And Saint 
Maurvs his diſciple , wbo was then in France, 
behelda way or ſtreete hung with moſt ſump- 
tuous tapiſtrie ; and ſhining with a moſt ref. 
plendent and incomparable light ; which rea- 
chedfrom Saint Benedidts cell as tar as heauen, 
andz venerable perſon comming towards him, 
faid Loe; this is the Way, by Which Benedid , the 
beloued|ernant and frend of God, ggetb this day 
to enioy eternal glory. He dyed inthe two and 
lixteeth yeare of his age , and yeare of our 
Lord, according to Baronius , five hundred 
forty two, or , as Leo Oftienhs will haue it, 
five hundred forty three,on the one and twen- 
tith of March, epon which day the Church 
keepeth his feaſt, Although concerning his 
we and the yeare of his death, there ariſe great 
Uffculies. His body was buricd in the chapell 
of Saint John Bapriſt, which himſelf had built 
n Mount Cafſin, And when that Monaſtery 
V4 tuined by the barbarians, according to 
Kint Benedidts owne propheſiclong before, as 
ve faid ; it was carried by the Monks vnto 
the Monaſtery of Fleury in France, And God 
Vroupht preat miracles at that Tranſlation, 
Whereof this one was very wonderiull; that it 
ng then the hart ot winter, anda ve ry ſharp 
kaſon , the body being brought into a field 
"at was drie and frozen , and tull of trees that 
Vere bare of leaues and fruit , atthe very in- 
att that it arriued there;the held grew greene 


ndfreſh, adorned with graſſe and tlowers,and 


of Mount Caſſia , the principall ſeat of Saint 
Benedi&s order , where it is at preſent. And 


P 
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this ſecond Tranſlation is kept by the Order 
on the eleyenth of luly. God hath wrought 


and doth —_— 
the interceſſion of t 


work great miracles by 
is glorious Saint and Pa- 


triark of ſo many holy Religions. For truly it 
is 2 thing neuer ſafficiently to be admired;and 
a wonderfull cffe& of the deuine goodn:s,, to 
confider the perfe@ton and excellency of that 
Rule , which he writ in fo few words; the 
praiſes and confumations it hath from Popes; 
the many and different Religious orders as well 
M>onaſticall as militarie, that march and fighe 
vader its banner : the innumerable Monaite- 
ries of this order, which haue bin founded in 
all Provinces of Europe, whercin hath floriſhed 
the ſanity, doQrine, and gouernment of the 
whole Catholick Church, and whence ſprung 
an infinity of moſt holy and lcarned men, of 
Abbots, Biſhops, Cardinalls,and Popes, who tor 
many yeares have admirably gouerned and 
guidcd SaintPeters ſhip,and haue bin the light, 
ornament and defente of the vatuerſallChurch, 
wherctoze we need not wonder ifmany Dukes, 
Princes, Kings, and Enperours , have left theig 
eſtates , ſcepters, and crownes , and cloathed 


themſclues with the poore habit of Saiat Bee 
nedi&, for to liuc in all humility and contempt 
of the world yader his Rule and holy inſtitute; 
All which doth preach aloude vato. vs the 
great merits ofthis molt holy Father, the gloe 
rious crowne which he hath in heauen, and 
the deuotion which we all ought to haue for 
him and his holy order, endeauouring to imi- 
tate him, who knew fo well how to imitate 
and plcaſe our Lord , and drew after him by 
his example and doftrine ſo many heavenly 
ſquadrons of men and women, molt perfe& in 
all Kind of. ſanity. Let vs pray vato him 
that he will obtaine for vs grace,that follow- 
ing and imitating hin in this life, we may 
deferuc to accompanie him in glotic, Amen, 


9 pw ” 
CELL EEIIACEEELEELS SL 
THE ANNYUNTIATION OF THE 
moſt bleſſed Virgin Marie, and the Incar- 


nation of the ſonne of God im ber : 
ſacred Wombe. 


E777; N the moſt ſacred and incffable Myf- 


tery of the Incarnation of the ſonne 
of God, in which he was pleafed to 


cluath himſelf with ou. --aile fleſh in the molt 


ure wombe of the bleſſed virgin,and beingGod 


etrees were full of bloilomes, as af it had big | Iamortall would bc _— mortall man, tor to 
$ 


— 
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255 The Annuntiation of the bleſſed Virgin Marie; 
make man God, the firſt thing weare to caſt our | vpon vs himſelf , as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh : 4, 

25, Eyes vpon, is this eternall God ,infinutly wiſe, that ſpared not his ovne ſonne , but for v; al 

Marcy $009, and powerfull , who hath contrived a | de/zwered bin , how hath be not alſo Yith bimgi. 
meanes ſo inexplicable and incomprehenſible | wer ws all things? 
for our remecdie and faluation. For although From this ſoucraine anddevine guift ariſeth 
he could have found many other ways to deli- the greateſt glorie vnto God, and moſt ſingy- 
ver and fet tree man kind fromfin and muſcrie, | gular beneftite to man : tor therein are dijco. 
yet there was none more conuenientthen this, | uered clearly the principall Attributs and per- 
nor more worthie of the Maieſty and greatnes | te&ions of God , which are molt efficacioy 
of God and ſutable with his glorie , nor infine | motives vnto vs for to feare and love him, Firſ 
more honorable and profitable to man. Forin | Þis1nfinite goodnes is there manifeſted, whichis 
the firſt place ,by how much more excellent an | the fource and fountaine of all the good which 
artificer isin his art, ſo much the more perfe& | be hath deriued into his creatures, It is the 
and excellent ought his woike to be. And God | propertie of goodnes to communicate itſel 
being 4 moſt ſoueraine and 1nfuitly wiſe and | and of a greater goodnes to communicateitſelf 
$kilfull worker and framer of all things ( as the | more plentifully : and of the ſoueraine and ink. 
holy Ghoſt taith by Salomon) it was moſt con- | nite goodnes, which is God, to communica 
venient that he ſhould do i work worthie of | it {c]t moſt bountifully and infinity. But there 
bis divine greatnes and infinit widdome:and be- | 15no way to communicate himſelf more boun: 
cauſe & creature , be it neuerfſoperfe&, noble, | titully and ſoucraialy then by giuing hisowne 
and excellent; is always limited, bounded, and | naturall being, For allthe reſt, compared yith 
conſequently cometh infinitly ſhort of God , | God, is but a litle point in the midle of the 
whoſe skill and power in working is endleſſe, | world , compared to the circumference of the 
without mcaſure , or reſtraint ; his Maicſty ſet | higheſt heauen; or like 4 arop of the morting 
vpon 4 work ſo excellent, and ſo far furpaſſing | dew, as the wiſe man ſpeaketh, or lrke 2 grain 
all other works , that therein the treafures of | zz the gold/miths ballance.Neathe Prophet 
his wiſdom and omnipotency might fully ap- { addeth that allthe nations of the world befut 
peare ;in one word, a work which is infinite, | him are as if they Wore mot ; and are reputed u 
and worthic to be compared and equalled to | nothing in his preſence :ſo that it can not he 
the excellency and perte&ion of the Artificer. | termed a ſoueraine and infnite communicat- 
This is the work which God hath done in the | on, which God made to man in giuing him all 
Incarnation of his only fonne, vaiting in one | things of the world, which the Prophet full of 
and the ſame Perſon God and manzand ioyning the ſpirit of God termeth nothing. Nonortan 
and coupling the devine Nature with the hu+ | any other be infinite, befides that of his mokt 
man ,the eternall with the temporall, andthe | holy Incatnation , wherein he communicates 
impaſſible and immortall with the paſſible and | his owne Jdewine Being vnto man , vniting by- 
mortall: ſo that as Man , be is his work and | mane nature with the devine in the Perſon 
workmanship , and as God, he is infinite, as | of Ieſus Chriſt. But what ſhall I fay of the 
excellent ind incomprehenſible as the Maker | omnjipotency of ourLord, which is fo relples- 
himſelf. Secondly the more rich and powerfull | dent 1n this myſtery , worthie of all worſhip 
the perſon js that giucth, the greater and more | and adoration ; wherein he doth accord and 
pretious muſt be the guiſt, for he that is poore | knitt together things ſo valike , ſo differing, 
e1veth like a poore man, the richas 4richman, | and vnequall, as God and man, the cteraal 
the gentleman giueslike a gentleman, and the | wordand mortall (leſh, a mother and virgin, 
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Lord like a Lord, the King as4King and God, | andin a word the faith of fo ſublime and un- or 
like vnto God ;that the guift may correſpond | comprehenſible a myſtery with human hart, to 
to the quality and condition ofthe giuer. Now | What ſhall I fay of that immenſe abylle of th 
God being a {oucraine Prince, infinit, immenſe, | the wiſdome of God which difcouereth it pc 
fo mat and bountifull, that whatſocuer | ſelf in this work of his ! for as our ruine G& 
is diltin& from him , ſeemesto be litle parcells | perdition came into the world by oneman,fo T1 
falling from the incſtimable treaſure ofhis ri- | hath he ordained that by an other man ſhould vl 
ches ; what could he giue vs cquall and pro- | come our remedie, and as we were all cor- ſer 
portionable to his Maieſtie and greatnes, vnles | demned by the pride of one, who being mat | log 
he gaue himſc)f, that fo the guittmight be an- | aſpired to become hike vnto God , ſo dj 
ſwerable to the immenſity and infinity of the | we be redeemed by the huwility of him, who Ou 
giucr? And this was done in the Incarnation | being God made himſelt trae man. Now, I lyſ 
ot the ſonne at God , who haning giuen vato ſtice and Mercy, which are ſuch glorious At ſu 
man all things that are created , and iceing that | fributesof God, and ſo highly priſed by him, rat 
they did not equall his infinite greatnes , he | how admirably do they meete in this wo mM! 
would give himtelf, that we might vaderſtand | ot our Redemption ? how do they embracc, - 


that there was nothing more remaining for { Bo hand in hand together ? for juſtice was if 


him to beſtow , who had giuen and beſtow ed? all rigor ſatisfied : andthe offences and _ tea 
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ſtile vs as ſlaues , rebells, and-fugitiues,, who 


| committed againſtthat ſoueraine Maieſty,toge- | 


ther with all the finvs ofall men that euer have 


for by the obedience and blood of his ſonne, 
who having ioyned human nature to his owne 
devine perſon , tooke from it paſſibility or ca- 
leneſſe of ſuffering and meriting; and com- 
municated vnto it his infinite vertue and power 
of making 2 cowplete and perfeRt ſatistation. 
Wherein is the greateſt glorie which God euer 
had, or can be giuen him , it being 4 work not 
of one that is purely i man , but God and man, 
and the natural! ſonne of Gad , infinitely be- 
loued of his Father. Hence alſo we come to 
vaderſtand how great is the rigor of the deui- 
ne Juſtice, which exatted ſo ſtrange a fatisfa» 
fon tor the finns of the world , and would 
have his only {onne to make the fatisfaftion 
by 4 moſt cruct| and opprobrious death: tor 
nv pure creature could have entirely diſchar- 
d ſo deepe and vniuerſall a debte. But the 
norethat this Iuſtice of our Lord is rigorous 
and ſcuere towards his fonne;the more admira- 
ble and ſtupendious doth his mercy appeare 
towards bis flauc, fince it drew-him to become 
man,to dy vpon 2 crofle, and to rece1ue on 
hisfacred Body the ſcourges ; paines and tor- 
ments which ourfins had deſerued; All which 
tedounted to the greater gloric of God, as we 
faid , and no lefſe to our honour and profit ; 
face thereby we are more jncited and ſtirred 
forward tb loue,feare and admirethe goodnes, 
Maieſty Juſtice , Mercy , and the reit of Gods 
Perteions , which do ſhine in this devine and 
ere! Myſtery, For who will not loue that 
etemalland infinite gocdnes , that hauing no 
need of vs, through the bowells of his mercy, 
and compaſſion , would procure vs a remedie, 
that was to be ſo paintull vnto him, and coſt 
him ſo deare ? who can be ſo inſcnſible, what 
hart ſo hard and ſonic , that will not relent 
andmelt with the fire of ſo inflamed a loue ? 
Vhowill not loue him, by whom he isſo ftran- 
ely prevented with louc ? what —_—_ 
orinuentions could be found more efficacious 
to awaken and ſtirre vp our loue , then to ſee 
that we are loued, and loued with fo deare and 
Pogerfull a love by the king of glorie , who 
Ceſcended from heaucn ro earth , that we 
Wightaſcend from carth to heauen. And infine 
Vhatis more ſweet and comfortable to the mi- | 
leable then mercy ? And as this moueth vs to 
lote and confidence , ſo is the holy feare and | 
Ryerence of God ingendred and increaſed in | 
Ur harts by the conſideration of the Geuine | 
lyſtice that was executed vpon Chriſt for our 
ans, For if God would hauc his ſonne to dy 
rather then they ſhould go vapuniſhed and | 
'Mevenged ; and would haue him: to pay 
Vith his blood , what we did owe ; in how 
auch feare are we to live ? have we not all 
teaſon to apprehend that our Lord may .cha- 


haue made no profit offo incemparable i-be- 
nefit? it he he hath not ſpared his owae fonae, 
do you think that he oelliucns with his flaue 2 
it the innocent'be putt 'todeath, ſhalltte va. 
grateful] liuc 7 if he that had no fault , dyed 
vpon 4 croffe, ſhall he that is guilty , and yet 
will not be gratefull for this merey of Cod, but 
turns his back vato him, and heapes vp mif- 
chiete ypon miſchiefe,and fin vpon ſin;(ball he, 
I lay , carry it away ſcott-free , and have .no 
puniſhment ? But we are not to reſthere, but 
to paſle on further in the confideratrion-ofthis 
Myſtery , and there in-a manner be quite ab- 
forpt , and to looſe ourſclues in contemplati- 
on and admiration of the honour which. it 
bringeth toall mankind , which hereby hath 
bin much enobled, and aduanced to an infinite 
dignity and glory. The Apoſtle Saiat Paul 
touchcthchis point, writing tothe Goxinthians, 
and ſaith : we ſpeak, the wiſdom of God in 4 
myſterie which is hid: which God did predeſinate 
before all ages , unto or glorie.Fonby thismy- 
ſtery, one man is God, and the reſt arc all-bro- 
thers of God ; and fo ihe calleth vs when he 
faith : F vill manifeſt your Name wnto my bre» 
thren. Tefus Chriſt is bone of owr -bones , and 
Rlech of our flezh. And in him 'our nature'is 
exalted abouc all quires of Angels: On this 
fide we are all of kinne to God. To:the ead 
that looking on this alliance and itraite-obli- 
gation which -we haue to:ſerue our Lord we 
may line like children of if6 noble a race, and 
high lignage,and not degenerate from ſo glori- 
ous parentage;but ſhew it and expreſle it by our 
works and carriage. Furthermore for curing 
and healing the wounds of our foule, which 
were fo many and dangerous , what remedie 
could be thought vpon , fo cffe&uall as this ? 
what examples can be more preſſing and for- 
Cible for to ſtrengthen our weaknes, and con» 
found our ingratitude then the examples of 
him who is both God and man ? who can fo 
enlighten our dark vaderſtanding, as the deui« 
ne light? who can ſo ſubdue and bring vader 
ſubic&ion our rebeilious will ; as he that is 
Lord and Maſter of all wills? who can gather 
together our ſcatterred thoughts , and ſtay our 
wandering fancy, who can Curc ourcorrupted 
appetit , who can reſtraine our fraile ficih, 
prone and inclined to fin, belides him ; who 
is the only remedic of all our miferies and 
ſpirituall neceſſitics ? and, as the Reyercnd Fa 
x a Granada ſaith gravely and eloquently , 
with What could our pride bitter be cared then 
with bis bumility ? our couctoufnes then with 
his powerty ? our anger then with his patience ? 
and our diſobedience then with his obedhence? 
and the wanton pleaſures and delights of outr flesb 
then vith the paine and anſterities of bes ? And 
againe, by What conid our ſiupidity and Want 
of afjeAion ſooner be ouercome them by {ucb - 
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our forgetfulnes then by ſuch 4 prowidence, and 
our miſtruſt and diffidence then by ſuch merits 


MARCH aud gages of loue ? 


The ſecond thing which we are to looke 
ypon 1n this ineffable myſtery , is the purity, 
and ſandity of the moſt glorious virgin Maric, 
whom God did chooſe from all eternity , ior to 
take fleſh of her, For without queſtion,as this 
Virgin was choſen and cle&ed to the greateſt 
dignity that can be giucn to a pure Crcature, 
to witt to be the Mother of God, ſo was ſhe 
furniſked with the greateſt grace and [anttity 
that can be beſtowed vpon #pure creature,and 
with whatſocuer is befitting the moſt noble 
Mother of God: who in this U:rgin bath highly 
ſct forth his power, wiſdom,and goodnes,ador- 
ning andinriching her with more aduantagious 
guilts and ſupernatural prerogatiues , then are 
in all the rc of the creatures;anpd in the whole 
frame of the world. And he that could with 
ſpirituall eyes behold the comelines and beau- 

tic of the Uirgins moſt bleſſed ſoule,the verty- 
es ſhe is endowed with, and the deuine graces 
that ſhine in her, moſt aſſuredly would more 
Pp: aiſe and bleſſe our Lord for them, then tor 
having created the ſunne, moone, ſtars , hea- 
uens ; and all the reſt. For that in none of theſe 
things hath he ſhewed himſelt ſo admirable, 
rich, and liberall, as in the perfeRion and orna- 
ments of this moſt pure and ſacred virgin, I 
omitt what all the Saints hauc ſaid and writt- 
ten of this ſubie& ; which althongh it be very 
much , yet is but litle to what might be ſaid of 
it :and will only cite a paſlage of Saint Lau- 
rence Iuſtinian, who ſpeakcth thus of the bleſ- 
fed virgin: She is 4 bed areſſed with ber purity, 
arorned With ber masners , and, filled with all 
Jan#lity ,v$rought Yith flowers ,garnishedwith 
wertues , embaulmed with chaſiity anflamed with 
charity, admirable for virginity. She is 4glorions 
Lady, and & bleſied woman , not deflowred, and 
get With child, Mother and irgin . choſen to 
bring forth' God , and ſtill his band maide ,whbo 
Lanished guiltines, and reſtored grace, who gaue 
peace to the World , God wnto man, an end to vi- 
ces, order to bife , and 4 rule to manners. Jt is 
She that receiuvedtheword in ber Wwombe, conceived 
4 ſonne, and trought forth Teſus Chriſt. She is the 
gate of heauen,the entrie of Paradiſe , ſtar of the 
fea,toy of the world, refuge of ſinners , hauen of 
martiners , guide of thoſe who go aſtray ,ſuccout 
of thoſe that are in danger ., ſafety of thoſe that 
are caſt of and abandonned , mediatrix of the 
Svorld , death of fin, terror of the denill and of 
Wicked ſpirits. She is the taternacle and theeArk 
of the teſtament , the propittatorie of the Tem- 
le , the Throne of God , the light clowd , 


the /ealed fountaine, the encloſed garden , the 

ate that as hut , the doue Without ſpot or 
j et , the odoriferous wvoſe , the white lilly, 
the moſt ſxeet flower , 4 wnjettion of all jorts of 
perfumes and aromaticall ſpices mounting diretily 


vp, and caſing & [weete rnd pleaſant 
Hloniſhing - tl you fertile oy bg 
A palme tree With fane and greene leaues the 
terebenth that ſpreadeth out its boughs 2 {1 
haruesF,and 4 bleſied earth tringing forth fr : 
of life, She ts the datrnin of the ay ,andbrigh 
morning ſl ar fairer then the moune , Shining 8 
re then the ſunne , pmer then gold, More ' 4 
then pretious ſtones, ſweeter then balſane, oe 
ater walue then pearles , more aelightfull the 
hony,more pleaſant then the beſt enuſick, She ip 
that bleſied virgin , who being adorned Yeith al 


vertues , and furniched With all graces 4 


Irav wrto her the king of heauen : for 
ber Virginall purity , and innocency of life ſur 
paſjing all , 516 was choſen for to te eMother of 
God, and for the merits of ber humility and ty. 
ang charity Vas beloued of the moſi bigh, e!fu 
by the Eternall word , overshadoved by the bh 
Gboſt , enriched with dewine fruit, prefigured ig 
the boly ſcriptures , foretold by the Prophets, ex. 
alted aboue the eArchangels aud all leſſed Spint; 
For Whom the heauens can not containe , and 
thom all nature doth rewerence With admiratinn, 
'this wirgin conceined faſt in ber ſoule , andthe 
in hej Yumbe : the lodged him in ber bowells, uu 
riched h:m at ber treaſts,embr aced bim in her be 
Jom, and carried bim in ker armes. Jo thatdl 
bonear , all dignity, all merit, grace and glone jt 
found in Maty. She was great at her tirthjut 
greater , when she conceined the Eternal wal, 
alwvays holy , always fall of grace , always mi 
pure inſoule and entire in body, (ull of vatu 
in ber thoughts , words , and aFiows, Loe kei 
the encomium which is given vato her bySaint 
Laurence luſtinian , firſt Patriarck of Yenice, 
Vato this ſacred Virgin,the Euangeliſt Saint 
Luke faith that God ſent the Angell Gatizh 
and that she dwelt in 4 city of the Pronini (| 
Gvlilee, called Naxareth ; and that sbe vat «| 
pouſed to 4 man of the blood and houſe of Dau, 
who(e name Was Trſeph , and that this virgin 
name was Marie. This was the moſt nobleand 
ſolemn embaily that cucr was, or ever (hall be 
in the world. For God is he that ſcnds it,aod 
none but he could ſend it. The Embaſſadour 
is the Angell Gabriell , one of the greatck 
Princes of the court of heauen , who in Bs 
very name , which is as much as ſtrength i 
God , giueth vs to vnderſtand , how the arme 
and power ofGcd doth appeare in thisMylter) 
The perſon to whom the Embaſſadour islent, 
the Virgin, Saint Marie, who by her rare vet 
tues and {ingular graces had rauiſhed and 
med in 4 manner Geds hart. She was marred; 
not only tor that jt was 1o conuenient for het 
ſupport and honour ;and ciedit of her ſon0c; 
and for to conceale the Myſtery of the Incarns 
tion from the deuill; but alio that as well mar! 
people,as virgins, might kaue in bera _— 
and pattesn. But her husband was loſeph, 


holy and chaſi man, and woithie of hook 
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ſpouſe, The bufines treated of in his embaſſage, 
i, was of the greatcſt importance , the moſt 


:y devine and ſublime that ever was or can be. 


For it was of God becomming man: and that 
3 moſt pureand ſimple Spirit ſhould be clothed 
with our fleſh in the wombe ot a chaſt Vir- 
in , and eſpouſe the holy Church with a 
{trong band of loue , fo faſt knit together, that 
itcan ncucr be diſſolued, And for that in cuery 
contraſt or mariage , for to make it firme and 
irrcuocable , it is neceſſarie that both parties 
conſent and agree;therefore was it conuenicnt, 
that the Angell ſhould come vnto the virgin 
fr to demand her conſent , that ſhe, as a pu- 
blick perſon , repreſenting all mankind, might 
zecept of this ineſtimable favour which God 
intended to beſtow. The name of this Virgin, 
Lady, and Queen of heaven is «Marie ; which 
fomherh , faith Saint lerome L899 or exalted, 
ilominated , and Iluminatrice , Starre of the 
izs, She is the true Lady not of one pait of 
the earth , but of all the world , andotall cre- 
atures that are in heaven, on earth, and in the 
infernall parts , becauſe ſhe is eſpouſed to the 
Father ,and the Monark of the whole world ; 
ſhe is Mother of the Prince of heauen and 
eath; and the Temple of the holy Ghoſt, who 
is one God with the Father and the ſonne, And 
the Eternall Father will haue his Spouſe ho- 
nored , the ſonne will have his Mother glo- 
ried andthe holy Ghoſt will haue his Temple 
reverenced and magnified iShe is all s{wminated 
and ththed with the /unne of luſtice with (o 
preatbrightnes and luſter that ſhe chaſeth away 
the darknes of fin, and doth enlighten vs all. 
Forconſeruing the glory of Virginity ſhe bro» 
bght forth and communicated vato vs the true 
light that iluminateth all men tat come mto 
the World, She is alſo the ftlarre of this —_ 
tuous and boiſterous /es , which we mult all 
Waji looke vpon deuoutly and faithfully as 
our North pole and guiding ſtar , if we will 
faile ſecurely , and paſſe the dangerous goulte 
oſthisliſe, and arriuc at the haueri of etcrnall 
Bliſe,T his Virgin chen being retired all alone, 
and recolleed at her prayers, and ( as ſome 
Saints are of opinion) ineditating on this great 
wyllery , and begging of our Lord that he 
ould come and accompliſh his promiſes and 
thedefire of all nations; the Angell appeared 
before her ih the ſhape of4 moſt comely young 
man and wonderfully beautifull ; and wit 
great humility ſaluting her ſaid : Haile full of 
$a ,our Lord is with thees Bleſſed art thou 
ang vomen. Looke how the Angell ſalutes 
Vugin that was (tut vp if her chamber, 
t you may not think that for hiding yourſelt 
om men , God will not find you. Fot he will 
the ſootier find you , the more you ate retired 
wdhidden from men. And belecuc tot certaine 
that they have Angells to vifit them , who tor 
ie love of God do ſhun impertincnt viſits 


[of men, and contemne vaine intertainments. 


grace. We, read in holy writ that ſome 
ful of the boly Ghoſt , as Zacharie , Elizabeth ; 
and their ſonne ; Saint tohn Baptiſt, the Apo- 
{tles , the ſeauen deacons ;and elpecially Saint 
Steephen, Saint Paul , Saint Barnaby , and the 
dilciplesof the Apoſtles;But it doth not follow 
that all who were full of grace or of the holy 
Ghoſt, have bin equally full , and in the ſame 
manner and meaſure. For the fountaine isfaid 
to be full, the River full, and the pond full : bue 
all in a different manner, Chriſt our L ofd was. 
full of grace, asa moſt pure fountaine, whence 
tloweth all grace, on is derived as from the 
head into the members. The Virgin was full 
of grace, as a principall river foe hath its 
ſource from the tountaine , and is conioyned 
with it. And other Saints were full of grace, 
each one according to his capacity , ſuficien- 
cy ,or abundance: But when the Angellcalleth 
the virgin fl} of grace, he ſpeaketh ot a pleni- 
titude, more excellent aduantagious, ſingular, 
and greatet then any other pure creature coul 
recciue.ſhe was ſofull that ſhedid ouerflow and 
asit were run into all others, giuing liberty to 
captiues, comfort to the afflited , paidan to 
ſigners, grace to the Iuſt ; 10y to the A agells, 
glorie to the bleſſed Trinity , andto = Eter- 
nall word the ſubſtance of her owne fleſh, For, 
as ſaith the great Dodtot Saint lerome ,to other 
Saints ir ginen /ome part of grace , but into Mg-. 
rie was infuſed at once the whole plenitude of 
grace ; becauſe the «Author fount aine, and. prince 
pall cauſe of it rooke wþ his lodging in ber moſs 
pure Wombe. Our Lord is With thee , ſaith the 
kr ; and hath prevented his mcſlenger 2 
and from the inſtant of thy Immaculate Con« 
ception, there is with thee the Father, as the 
{pouſe with his beloued fpouſe,as 2 father with 
his deareſt daughter ;the ſonnc as with 4 des 
arly beloved mother ; and the holy Ghoſt as 
ſanQifer in his Temple. All the bleſſed Trinity 
is with thee : with thee in thy hart: with thee 
in the ſecret of thy conſcience : with thee irs 
thy words and ations. And now in a new 
manner the ſorine of God will be with thee in 
thy ſacred wombe. So thai thou mayſt be aſſu» 
red that our Lord is with thee. Bleed art thoxs 
amonz Women, For other women are cither 
barren, or do conceiue in ſin, and the child 
they go withall, is a burden to them, arid they 
bring it forth with paine, But thou ſhalt cons 
cciuc God by the operation of the holy Ghoſt, 
and ſhalt beare bim with ioy ,in ſuch 4 man* 
ner that neither the birth ſhall impaite thy 
vatainted vitginity , nor thy virginity depriue 
thee of the dignity of 4 Mother : which is a 
privilege granted tothee alone among all was 
men. O bow wondertull is God in his defig+ 
nes , and how coantraric to the ityle of the 
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great bluſtering and litle ſubſtance. And that 
which ſoundeth moſt lowdly , if you come 
nere it, and looke into it, you will. find it to 
be mere vanity. All the ſpecious things of the 
world are like the aples of Sodoma and Go- 
morra,which after that fire fell from heauen 
remained faire to the eyes, and deleable to 
behold , but if you touched them, mouldred 
away, and turned to duſt and aſhes. But God 


worketh his ſoucraine myſteries in filence wi- 


thout noiſe , berwixt an Angell and 34 virgin 
ſhut vp in her chamber ,no man hearing or 
taking notice ol any thing. And there is trea- 
ted and concluded the greateſt worke that bath 
bin knowne or can be done. The Evangeliſt 
addes that the Virgin bearing the Angels words 


' $47. troubled. She was not troubled to fee the 


Angell, as a new and vnuſuall thing. For it is 
to be belecucd that the Angelis did often vifit 
ber, and were familiar with her , reuerencing 
in the body of tender and delicate Uirgin, a 
ſpirit that was more pure and perfe& then the- 
niſelucs : ;or they haue 4 great loue (or Virgios, 
by :eaſon of their purity and do willingly keepe 
them company. But ſhe was troubled to fee 

Angell in that ſhape ofa beautifull youngman; 
and much more to heare the words that he 
ſpoke. vato her , and the ſalutation which he 
gave het ,ſo new, ſtrange, and admirable, that 
we do not read that any perſon was euer ſalu- 
ted in that manner, Andas this Lady was moſt 
bumble and vile in ber owne thougtts , ſhe 
citctmed hericlf vnworthic of ſuch 'praiſes ; 


 dnd was confounded and troubled, and began 
to think whether that (alutation came from a . 


vod or an cuill ſpirit. For nothing doth tro- 
uble -one that is truly humble ſo much as to 
heare himielt praiſcd , for ſcare he nay looſe 
buanlity , which he eſtecmeth ſo much ,and 
wherein be placeth all his 'treafure. She was 
troubled , and yet held her peace for to teach 
Virgins,thatthe chictand principall ornament 
on vieginny 18 baſbfulacs and filence. But the 
Angell fecing her to be troubled ſaid vato her 
feare not Manze, for thou ba#f found grace with 
God. As if he had ſaid: let thole feare, that by 
their ſinns looſe God :but thou who halt tound 
Hrace betore his cyes , what haſt thou to feare ? 

rom the beginning of the world vato this 


_ time, in ſo many ages there hath bin none, 


that with all the induſtric and application 
which he could vie, hath ſo happily light vpon 
the veinc of grace as you, or hath bin ſoplca- 
Gong and acceptable vnto our Lord. Whence 
we learn that God is not offended to ſee 
his ſervants waiie ; and not tooforward to 
accept of his extraordinarie guitts, and his ſa- 
lutation, But on the contratic himſelf appea- 
ſeth the trouble and apprehenſion which is 
cauſed by thishaly leare , and inſtrufteth thoſe 
that prudently and circumſpeAly do weigh 
and porider things that are to be examincd, 


ſince the Apoſtle and Euangel ift Saint Tohy 
commandeth vs not eakly to tehieve 


they come from God. The Angell added further, 
behold thou sbalt :conceius in thy Wome , any 
bring forth & ſonne , and shait call his Nagy 
Teſur. He hall be great , and hall be 1 
led the jonne of the bigheſt. «And our Ly 
W/lb gine him te feat: or throne of Dayil 
bis father, and be sba'l raigne for ener in ti 
houſe of 1a:0b , and there shall be no en1 of hit 
kingdome and K aigne. That Lord that was pro 
mitcd by God, dchired of the Pattiatks, anno: 
unced and toretold by theProphcets, repreſcated 
by all the ſhadows and ftgures ot the law ;he 
whom all nations did hgh attcr ; and with 
heauic groanes did demand ot God that thi 
keanens might drop h'm done like 4 dew jrow 
aboue, and the tlo » des raint dovne the Juſit one, 
that che very beauens mig 1t be broken ia [under 
for him to deſcena wpon earih ; this very Lord 
ſhall you conceive and bring toith as a tue 
mother her ſonne, and ſhall call him 7e/as, that 
is to lay Saviour , becaulc he ſhall laye man: 


that he will not truſt their taivation it any 
other hands but his owne. He sball be grew, 
not as John the Baptift , ot whom it us taid 
that be chall legreat before God, but he hill be 
as great as God, Iohn a great man , clus 4 
| great God. The greatnes oi tobe had I begins 
ning: the greatnes of this tonne, cailed kius; 
hath neither beginning nor end, becaufc heis 
the beginning and cnd of alt things, Hes 
alredie great and agreat God, whom you tal 
conceive and bring torth, that the child which 
ſhall be born of you be both great andGodZFot 
as man he fhall bauc that by grace , which# 
God he hath by nature.He ſhall be greatin he+ 
aven, on earth , and ouer hell, And Angels 
men , and devills (ball bend their knee ynto 
him, and proſtrate vpon their face ſhailteurs 
rence and adore the moſt fweete , holy and 
glorious Name of Iel[us, 


the Angell, asked: bow ca# thts be done, ttcasf 
IT know not man. She queſtioned not the 
of his promiſe , nor the power of God , bit 
admiring the greatnes of the Myſterie, 
that God had choſen her tor ſo high a CignitÞ 


toall virginity , which of all creatures ſhe wa 
the firſt that had made as Virgin of Vigith, 
advancing and ſctting vp the banner of inui®+ 
lable punty for to prcuoke, others to the loue 
of it , ſhe Aeris} + what meanes this wy! 


,. try WasS tO be broug tto paſle in her, whethet 
it were to be with detriment of her Virginity 
7 knowv not man,ſaith ſhe, that is, F have 40 
a firme reſolution and wow newer 10 know bith 
and haue conlecrated my viiginity roGod:A 

| though 1 have Iofcph tor wy Spoule , —_ 


ſpirit but to trie an1 examin the ſþ:rits, thuthy ,, 


kind, For he beareth fo ttrangea ioue toman, 


The Virgin having heard this diſcourſe 


being alſodefirous to keepe her voy of petp® 
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-» him for to gard me , not to blemiſh my 
= O holy Viegaity allied to Angells, 
oſt beautifull lower of the garden ot the 
Church , and vi&orie of ſenſuall delights, glo- 
we ofthe flock of Chriſt , beloued of the king, 
dedicated to out Lord, and conſecrated to God! 
Jet 21] thoſe who arc in ſlaucry and bopdape | 
to their filthie appetit, be quite confounded 
for caſting away at 2 vile and baſe price this | 
neſtizzable pearle , which the moſt prudent 
Virgin did valuc fo much , that when offer was 
ade her for to be the Mother of God, before 
ſhe would accept of it, ſhe demanded whether 
it would not be a a——_— to her Virgi- 
nity, To this demand the Angell anſwered ; 
The holy Gboft shall come pon thee, and the po- 
wer of the moſt high rhatl owersbadow thee, and 
therefore alſo that which of thee Shall te born boly, 
thail be called the fonne of God. Do not teate, | 

loxioas Virgin , that God or the Angell will 
be offended; to lee you defend your Virginall 
integtity, For hereby you do invite God the 
more to.come into your pureſt wombe, and to 
take ficſhin it , which is to be the inſtrument 
of the devine word. He that comes to preach 
Virginity , cometh not for to deprive you of 
yours. God will baue you 2 Virgin, and were 
you none, he would not take you torhis Mo- 
ther, Seeke not izi this myſtery Faith Saint Chry- 
ſoſtome,ſpeaking to the holy Uugin,#he comr/e 
and order of nature , for What is to be Wrought 
in you , is atoue all nature. You arke bow this 
5ball be done, becauſe you know not man.For this 
vt reaſon it sball be done becauſe you knows 70t | 
man: for otherviſe you should newer be mother 
of God , nor would be thought worthie or capable 
of ſo great an honoar. This ſtone shall be cut out 
vithout bands , and the burting bash 1bait nat 
conſume. For the holy Ghoſt sball come wpon 108. 
and the power of the bigheſt Yhall ouershadoy \ 
you , that you may endure him that is 4 conſu- 
ming fire and the brightnes of the Fathers glorie. 
Vader this Shadow feare not the ſrorching beate 
of carnall concupiſcence. Then. tor to confirme 
the Virgin more in things fo far aboue the 
reach of nature, the Angell brought the exam- 
ple of Saint Elizabeth , and told her that ſlie 
allo had conceiued a ſonne in her oldage;and 
being barcen, for vnto God there is nathing 
Impoſſible. And here the Angell finiſhed his 
emdaſſage' : and the Virgin kneeling downe 
ypon the ground , with the greateſt and molt 
_ bumilicy , that cucr pure creature 
anſwered thoſe words , that did tcioyce 
heaven and earth, gaue redemption to captiucs, 
libertie to thoſe who were condemned , and 
faluation to all the children of Adam. Bebold 
the hand maid of our Lord. Be it done to me ac- 
wrding to thy word, 
0 incomparable Virgin , and bleſſed aboue 
ul creatutes | o true Abigail , who , when Da- 


| behold thy ſeruant , for t6 ath the feete of the 
ſeruants of my Lord. All vertues were admira- 
ble in Marie, and in this diſcourſe with the 
Angell the chiefe and principall did appeare, 
and ſhew themſclues, But her humility , which 
outſhines the reſt in this her antwer, ismoſt 
admirable. Being choſen for to be the Mother 
of God, ſhe offereth hertelf for his laue. bebo/d 
the bandmail of 0wr Lord. How great is that 
humility ; which can not be overcome with 
honours : nor vainly tranſported with glorie? 
It 1s no great matter, ſaith Saint Bernard , to 
be humble in baſe and wile things ; but it is 4 
great and rare thing to be humble in dignity and 
greatnes. It is proper to thoſe that are trul 
humble, the more they are exalted ts aba 
themſeluesthe more, and to rclemble the tree 
which the tuller it 1s of truit, the more it bends 
and boweth downe to the ground. Marie bein 
repleniſhed with grace and ſanctity, icoperk 
and ſubieReth herlclf to the will of God ſay- 
ing: behold the bandmaid of our Lord, be it doxe 
vnto me according to thy word. as it ſhe had ſaid: 
God 1s my Lord, and I am his flaue arid crea- 
tures Let him do with me what he pleaſcth, 
Here wete two atts procecUing from the ſame 
huwility : to acknowlege herſclf for ſlaue, and 
to offer herſelf vnto the will of our Lord with 
d perfe& reſignation and obedience, She yas 
made pleafing to our Lord by het virginall 
purity, and ſte conceived him by her hamility, 
Beit done to me according to thy word. Be it do- 
ne ,laith Saint Bernard, is very fiznificatine and 
expre(geth the defire the virgin badof this myſtery. 
1111 g vor of prayer,by which che demaitdeth what 
Yas promiſed ber. For God vill bane vs arke what 
he bath pragniſed to giue vs. «And perbaps for 
this reaſon be propmjeth. many of thoſe things 
which be defiter and intends togiue, that by bis 
plomyſes be way awaken deuotion in vs, that ſo 


| denout projer, may merit what be of grace will 


giue vi. This hamble conſent of the bleſſed 
Virgin was ſo acceptable and pleaſing\to God; 
that Saint Bernardin' of Siepa faith that by that 
att alone ſhe merited pioze then did all Angells 
and ment for by this a& ſhe merited to be the 
Mather of God : and that fiat,or be it doe, that 
conſent and humble offerring and ſubie&ion 
of herſelf to the devine will , was the laſt and 
next diſpoſition to recc1ue that ſoucraine and 
higheſt grace , vato which from all Eternity 
God had predeſtinatcd and choſen her. No 
ſooner had the virgin ended thoſe words: Be« 
hold the handmaid of our Lord, te it dohie wn- 
to me according to thy word : By which ſhe 
gaue her content : but the holy Ghoſt framed 
in her wombe, and of her tnolt pure blood I 
litle Bodie, well ena and capable to 
receiue 2 rationall ſoule ; which in that very 
inſtant God created, and infuſed into it , and 
vnited that ſacted Humanity with the deuine 


uid demanded her tor his wite , anſwered : 


Nature in the Petton of his only begotten 
ſonne 
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The Annuntiation of the bleſſed Virgin Marie; 


ſanne ; which by vertuc of that vnion , is both 
God and man, naturall and true ſonne of Ma- 
rie, ingendred of her fubſtance,and conceived 
of ber ſacred wombe ; and ſhe is alſo the true 
and naturall mother of her Creator and Lord. 
There isno created vnderſtanding able 10 com- 
x rehend the riches and graces which were 
beſtowed vpon that ſacred Humanity. For bc= 
fices the fiſt and foueraine grace of vnion 
with the devine word , whereby it is exalted 
a ove all that God hath created or can create; 
it had the privilege to be the vniuerſall head 
of all mankind , that grace might flow and be 
deriucd from it intoall the poſterity ofAdam, 
ſo that there is no grace or holines which 
{pringeth not from this fountaine, no Saint or 
luſt man, who doth not acknowlege and con- 
leſle to haue received his ſauQity aud Juſtice 
from this Lord, Together with this grace we- 
re given vnto him all thoſe which are called 
gratie gratis date , as of working miracles 
and the like. As alſo the guiſts of the holy 
Ghoſt. For in that moſt bleſied ſoule are depo- 


fitcdall the treaſures of the wiſdom and know--: 


lege of God , by reaſon bf the honour and 
dignity which it hath to be perfonnally vni- 
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ted with God. This is the myſtery of the, 
carnation ,-and that which the Catholic 
faith confeſſeth , when we ſay in our Creeg; 
that Teſus Chriſt Was conceined of the Vingiz 
Mamie, ly the wertue of the holy Ghoſt, yy 
what tongue , human or Angelicall , woylg 
be able to expreſſe the inward feelings and 
affections , which at time were in the mof 
pure hart of the Queene of Angells? why 
light and brightnes did ſhine in her vnder. 
ſtanding ? what hcat inflamed her will? why 
ioys and 1ubilees poſſeſſed her ſoule , when 
the ho!y Ghoſt overſhadowed her , and the 
devine word clothed himfelf with her fleſh, 
and gaue her the new dignity and glorie of 
Mother, and wrought ſuch wonderfull thi 

as were then accompliſhed in her, for the je 
medie and good of the world ? This can not 
be comprehended by any man : and the beſt 
is to leaue it to cuery one for to conſider 
and meditate vpon it by himſelf , and fo to 
edifie and delight his ſoule with pious thoughts 
of theſe myſteries, ſo incffable , ſo ſecret, and 
ſo deuine, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS OF PAVLA, 
Founder of the hoty order of Minimes. 
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\HE life of Saint Fran- 
"cis of Paula , Father 
Fa and Founder of the 
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St order of the 
$ mes, taken out of the 
HABull of his Canont- 
zation ;$ and out of 
F2a=5© g the leſſons which Pope 

Sixtu: the fift commanded to be made and put 
into the Roman Breuiary , and to be read 0n 
his feaſt ; as alſo out of the chronicle of hus 
lie, death, and muracles ;is in manner tollows- 
. | | 
Sant Francis was of a towne in Calabria, 
callec Paula , which is abour a days journey 
from Coſencia , the head city ot that Provin- 
ce, Bis fathers name was Tames Martolef anc 
his nothers Vienna; perſons of meanc condi- 
tion, but vpright and vertuous. They were'4 
long time without children , although, they 
begved them of Almighty God with much 
earneſtnes and devotion by the interceſion of 
the gorions Patriark Saint Francis. At length 
by their holy prayersthey obtained what they 
had Oolong detired, and had this fonne whom 
they Chriltened Francis , as one who was gl- 
ven them by the hand of God tor the merits 
and interceſſion of Saint Francis. They bred 
him vp from his infancy in the holy feare of 
God ,and he was of fo good a _difpohltion, 
and fo well inclined to piety , that they had 
litle trouble or difficulty with him ; tor 1n his 
Grriage and behaviour he prevented and fur- 
paſſed theic defires. when he was thirteen 
yeares old, be retired himſclt intoa dcelert, whe- 
re he remained fome {ix yeares , leading the 
life of an Angell rather then of 3 man, He did 
preat pennance, faſted much , and (pent whole 


holy and Religious 
Min1- | 


| heanenly things andin converſation with that 
Lord, who had created him for his great olorie; 
{or the profite and goo! of wany children that 
were to tollow his example , and for i fingular 
ornament and luſter of hisChurch. The fame of 
his ſanctity was now fpred abroad, and moued 
many to come vnto him, and defire him to 
ad:nitt them for his chitdren and diſciples ,and 
taltrudt them in the way of heaven An4 he 
being infpired by our Lord, and inflamed with 
his toue , conſidering more the good of thoſe 
who defired to profit by him, then his owne 
COomecat and comiort waich he tooke in ſolitu- 
Ge and recolleRion, came torth of the celert, 
and returned to his countrey; where he layd 
the fundations of a Church, carryiog vpon his 
owne ſhoulders ones, timber, ang all materi- 


all2neccliarictor the building, And many cha- 
r:table and devout people wiilingly concurred 
with him,and afforded him their afliſtance both 
by their labcur and by their almes. The holy 
man at fiſt had diawne out the deligne and 
plaitornze of 4 very litle and narrow chapell, 
and had begun to build accordingly ; when 
there appcarcd vato him a Friar in the habit 
of Saint Francis , who reprebended him for 
coatenting himielt with fo ſtraight and nar- 
row a Compelic ,and bid him caſt downe what 
he hadalredic built, and begin ancw to raiſe 
4 more large and {pacions Church. The gcod 
Saint excatcd himtelt faying chat be had at 


\ Ghere wiihail to compaſse fo great 4 aeſtzne:but 
the Religtous man repiyed that he sbould cons 


fide ana putt bis traſt tn God, bo Would not te 
wanting vito him vr backYar? in furtberiasz jo 
good 4 wert:no ſooner Cid] they begin to thruw 
dlowne thole narrow walls, but the Friar dis 
appeared , who ,as all d16 afiuredly belceuc, 
was Saint Francis mteli. For the next day 
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Gys and nights 10 prayer and meditation of | tor to conhime the Saint in the afſurance of 
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Saint Francis of Paula , Confeſlor. 


263 
what had bin promiſed him, there came vnto burning ouen without the leaſt harme, He 
w— hin 4 gentleman of Coſencia , who gaue him | paſſed over the ſea with his companion vpon 
2. oxreat ſtore of filuer and gold for the building | his cloake ſpread abroad vpon the waves, with 
APRILL of the Church ; which by the fauour of our | great ſecurity and confidence ,and no leſles 
Lord, was not long after finiſhed , and made | mazement of the mariners, who refuſed toad. 
far bigger then he at firſt had intended. { mit him into their ſhip,and bad left himat the 
Then he inſtituted his order , and would | ſea (hore,becaule he had not where withall to 
have the Religious of it for humility to be | pay the fraught from Calabria to Sicilie, He 
called «Minimes , that they might always eſte- | had the guift of propheſie, and foretold many 
me and carry themſclues for the leaſt of all. | things before they happened. Finally his lit 
And he himſelf , that was their Father , Cos- | anddeath was glorious for great and raremure 
reQor, Generall , and Maſter of ail, gaue them | cles, which are to be ſeen in the Bull of his 
3 moſt admirable example, holding himſelfto | Canonization , and in the Chronicle of his 
be the loweſt and meaneſt of them ; for he | life , death , and miracles, written by Father 
ſubmitted himſelf to the moſt abiett and pain- | Peter Mena , Generall of the order ot the Mi 
full exerciſes , ſerving them at tabie, [weeping | nimes , whichthis holy man founded, By whom 
the Church and waſhing with his ownec hands | it was dilated firſt in Italy and aſter in other 
the cloathes of all the Religious, cuen of the | Prouinces of Chriſtendom and eſpecially in 
Nouices. «And the exampie which he gaue | France , where King Lewis the eleventh did 
them of auſtcrity and pennance wasnot leiſe | much tauour the Saint and his holy Order, 
wonderfull, For he always went barctoot , in This King bcing very ſick, and cucnalmoſ 
ſmow and froſt,vpan hard and ſharp ſtones,and | hopeles of remedie , for that he had tryedand 
even through thornes and brambles; though | experienced all the meanes that Phiſick and 
our Lord did ſo fauour him, that he hurt not | human induſtric could inuent tor fo greatand 
His feete. He ſlept vpon the ground, diſciplined | powertull 2 Prince ; and all in vaine , tor al 
himſelfin the night , wore courſe wollen clo- | kill and art could do him no good: hecelired 
ath , cate A litle bread , and drunk but one | Pope S1xtus the fourth to ſend vnto him Fran: 
draught of water every day after ſunſett ; or | cis ofPaula, hoping by his interceſſion © ob- 
if he found himſelf very faint and weake , he | taine health, which by no other mearcs ho 
would take 4 few herbes or pulſe , or ſome | could procure, The Saint vpon pute obedence 
ſuch lenten meate..And he obliged his Friars | to Chriſts Uicar,did that which he had rduſed 
beſides the three ſolema vows to make the | to do at the Kings requeſt, and came into 
fourth of lenten avſtinence ,that is neuer to | France , where he was receiued with auch 
cate other ſorts of mcate then ſuch as areper- | honour and reverence. When the king had 
mitted by the Church in the holy time of lent, | told him the cauſe, why he had ſent forhias 
valeſle they be tick. He conſerved his virgini- | and defired ſo much his preſence ; to vit i0 
ty intire to the very laſt, He was fo iweete | be freed by hir prayers of his long and dangew! 
and affable in his {pcech, that he did ſtrangely | infirmity : the Saint tooke ſome time topra 
winn the harts and atte&1ons of all that dealt | tor him ; but atter his prayer told him painly 
with bim , and inflamed their minds with the | that it was not Gods will be shouldrecoue. And 
louc of God, and great defires of ſcruiog him. therefore exhorted bim to patience and reſunati- 
He perſcuered in aconitant courſe of pennan» | oz to the holy Will and decree of God : and bid 
ce' from his childhood to his old ape, always | tim prepare himſelf to dy , and to rende 
keeping the ſame order and tenour of lite, in | accornt of himſelf and of the kinzdom , abich 
watching , tatting » Praying , and corporall au- | Ged had trufed him With. The King though 
iterities, And , as it was lutable to lo holy a | fruſtratcd of his hopes, and not obtaining what 
lite , eminent vertues , and high merits, our | he ſo muchdchred , obeyed the Saint, andfok 
Lord did honour and magnific him with innu» | lowed his good counſell; and bore him a great 
merablc miracics that he wrought by him, in reſpe& and reucrence, So that in France many 
ſo much that he {cemeth to have given hina | Conuents and Monaſterics were buil: 0 
dominion ouer all creatures , for they wereall | the holy order of Minimes , with ſuch 
ſubiett and obedient ynto him : the fire and | affection and deuotion - of the people for 
aire , ſeaand carth, iicknesand death, beaits, | them , that they commonly called them / 
men and devilis were at the co:nmand of | Buas-hummes , the Good men for their great 
this humblc man aiul great ſeruant of God, For tanRity , which name they keepe to this Caſe 
he trecd diuerlc tut were polleticd and tor- Among the Monaſtcrics which Saint Francis 
mented by wicked lpirits; he 2auc fohe tothe | of Paula founded in France , that of Tours is 
blind , ſpeech to the dumb , health to thoſe | the chiete and principall : tor the foundation 
that were deipaired otand piurn over by Phi» | whereof King Lewis gaue his Royall Pallace, 
titions, and lite to the dead, The elements had | and commanded a Churchand Convent to 
lolt their force againit him*he walked vpon | there built for the Saint and his Religious 
bic,held it in his hand , cnticdintoa hotand | there he liued many yearcs hoporing our > 
py 
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Saint Francis of Paula , Confeſlor; 


by his holy life » and edifying the whole Ca- 
olick Church by his example. He ſetled 
is order With holy conſtitutions, laying the 
Cundations of it vpon humility and charity, 
and ftrengehning it with amultitude of mira: 
cles. Finally bauing written threeRwules,for Fri- 
urs, for Neunns,and for thoſe who are calledTerce- 
111, which were approucd and confirmed by 


the Sea Apoſtolick , being fourſcore and ele- 
yen yeares old, and knowing that the time 
was at hand , that he was to end this baniſh- 
ment, and recciue from our Lord the reward 
of his long and glorious Jabours , on holy 
Thurſday he came downe into the Church, 
ind there in prefence of many of his Religious 
and children ( who were come from ſeuerall 

arts for to ſee him) with ſingular deuotion, 
feling, and abundance of teares, he receiued 


the yaticum of the Bodie of our Lord and 
Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt ; and the day tollowing, 
which was good triday , after he had embrace( 
with orcat tendernes and ſweetnes of affefion 
all his diſciples, and exhorted them to peace, 
faternall charity , humility , and all kind of 
vertue, and"*giuen them his Benediction , and 
If farewell in our Lord , he tooke the Cru- 
cifx into his hands, and often kiſſing it ſaid, 
In manus twas , Domine, commenao ſpiritum 
mewn. Into thy hands , Lord, F do commend my 
fpirit. And lifting vp his eyes and hands to 
heauen ycelded vp his happy ſoule toour Lord, 
atthat houre that the ſame lord had repdred vp 
his vatothe Eternall Father vpon the bed ofthe 
Croſſe for our Redemption. This glorious Saint 
dyed in the yeare one thouſand five hundred 
and ſeauen, in the city of Tours , and his bodie 
remained eleuen days, before they gaue it bu- 
riall, ſo entire and freſh , that it ſeemed to be 
ſtill living , and there came from it 2 moſt 
fraprant and celeſtiall odor. Pope Leo the 
tenth Canoniſed him for a Saint in the yeare 
one thouſand fiue hundred nineteene ; and his 
holy order of Minimes hath Hforiſked fince 
In all parts of Chriſtendome, 


ET, 
COPIED LOX ONEOS 
EAHAES<SI_SS= =), 
THE LIFE OF SAINT ISIDORE, 
dich-bishop of Seuill, and Confeſvor. 


Aint Iiidore , Archbiſhop of Seuvill, 
was of 4 moſt ancient and noble fa- 
mily , he was ſonne of Seuerianus 
 **and Tortura , perſons of note in the 
Province of Cartagena, His Brothers were 
Kint Leander , Archbiſhop alſo of Seuill , and 
"Umte frend of Saint Gregorie the Great ; 
ad Saint Fulgentius Biſhop ol Eziia, and his | 


iſter wasS. Florentina 4 Religious woman, all 
three honored by the Church as Saints.Some 


Authors do ſay that Theodoſia or Theodora apxity 


was allo his ſiſter, who was wife to King Leo- 
uigildus,and mother of the glorious Prince and 
Martyr Hermenegildus , and of Recaredus his 
brother ; by whoſe induſtrie and zeale the 
Arian Goths of Spaine were conuerted to the 
Catholick faith, in the third Councile of To» 
ledo. Whilſt Saint Liidore was yet ichildlying 
inthe cradle, his filter Florentina ſaw a ſwarm 
of bees flying round about his mouth,and then 
to mount vp towards hzauen, Which is {aid to 
have happened alſo toS. Ambroſe, Archbiſhop 
of Milan , and to SaintDominik founder of the 
order of the Friars Preachers; and formerly to 
the Philoſopher Plato, and was looked vpon 
as 4 figne betokening the great wiſdom and 
eloquence, wherewith they were one day to 
tloriſh, His childhood being paſt , his Parents 
applyed him to ſtudies, Wherin though he ſpa- 
red no paines and labour, yet he profited litle, 
Whererefore difiiding and almoſt delpairing 
cucr to proue i ſ{chollar , he was thinking to 
quitt his ſtudics , and not to looſe his time in 
ſcarch of that which he was likely neuer to at- 
taine vuto. Whillt his head was buſted with 
theſe thoughts, he came towards a well,and ſaw 
in the brink of it, which was of hard ſRone, 
litle forrows or ſtreakes, which in length ofti- 
me had bin made by the ropes, which they vſed 
for to draw vp water, and preſcntly he faid to 
himſelt : the cord can work into 4 ſtone , and by 
continuance of time make dents andforrows int 
it ; and can not continual ſludie and labour ſof+ 
ten me, and imprint ſome learning and knovleze 
in my mind? And with this he tooke courage, 
and returned againe to his ſtudies and followed 
them ſo cloſe, that he becamea maſter in all 
ſciences, fo that he had ſcarcely his eqnall in 
any Kind of learaing , deuine or human : and 
there was none in that age better verſed in 
the latin, greeke and Hebrew tongue , which 
he vnderitood and comprehended moſt tally : 
as appearcth by the multitude of moſt learned 
boocks which he writ of diucrſc and differcat 
matters ; wi:h which he hath much adorned 
the Catholick Church ; and declared tothe 
world his excellent wit and iudgment., The 
catalogue of his boocks 1s ett downe by Saint 
Ildefonſus Archbiſhop of Toledo , and Saint 
Braulio Biſhop of Saragoſla, who were both 
of thera his diſciples. When Saint Leanderand 
Saint Fulgeatius , his Brothers , were baniſhed 
by the Arian King Leouigildus, S. Ifhdore op» 
poſedthe Arian hereticks,and diſputed againſt 
them, with great feruour,zcale , cloquence and 
dodrine ;in ſo much that the Hereticks, being 
confuted by hum, and not knowing how to 
anſwere his arguments, reſolucd to kill! him, 
eſtecming it an intolerable afiront, to be ouer- 
co.ne and put to filence by 2 youth , as Saint 


Ihdore 


—— MOLADIES Tov oath. 


Saint Francis of Paula ; Confeſlor. 
| burning oven without the leaſt harme, He 
_ oner the'ſea with his companion vpon 


is cloake ſpread abroad vpon the waves, with 
great ſecurity and confidence ,;and no leſſes 
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what had bin promiſed him, there came vnto 
w— hin gentleman of Cofencia , who gaue him 
2. oreat ſtore of filuer and gold for the building 
APRILL of the Church ; which by the fauour of our 


Lord, was not long after finiſhed , and made 

far bigger then he at firſt had intended. 
Then he inſtituted his order , and would 

have the Religious of it for humility to be 


mazement of the mariners, who refuſed toad: 
mit him into their ſhip,and bad left himat the 
ſea ſhore becaule he had not where withall to 
pay the fraught from Calabria to Sicilie, He 


called «Minimes , that they might always eſte- | had the guift of propheſie, and foretold many | 
me and carry themſclues for the leaſt of all. | things before they happencd. Finally his lit | |. 
And he himſelf , that was their Father , Cor- | anddeath was glorious for greatand raremins 
reKor, Generall , and Maſter of all, gaue them | cles, which are to be ſecn in the Bull of his F 
a moſt admirable example, holding himſelfto | Canonization , and in the Chronicle of his | 
be the loweſt and meaneſt of them ; for he | lite , death , and miracles, written by Father Þ 
ſubmitted himſelf to the moſt abiett and pain- | Peter Mena , Generall of the order of the Mi s 
full exerciſes , ſerving them at table, [weeping | nimes , whichthis holy man founded, By whom | 
the Church and waſhing with his owne hands | it was dilated firſt in Italy and aſter in other p 
the cloathes of all the Religious, cuen of the | Prouinces of Chriſtendom and eſpecially in | £#, 
Nouices. «And the example which he gaue | France , where King Lewis the eleyenth dd # 
them of auſterity and pennance wasnot lefle | much fauour the Saint and his holy Order, » 
wonderfull. For he always went barcfoot , in This King bcing very ſick, and cucnalmot F 
ſnow and froſt,vpan hard and ſharp ſtones,and | hopeles of remedie , for that he had tryedand 3} 
even through thornes and brambles; though | experienced all the meanes that Phihck and 1 
our Lord did ſo fauour him, that he hurt not | human induftrie could inuent for fo greatand  « 
his feete. He ſlept vpon the ground,diſciplined | powerfull & Prince ; and all in vaine , for al i 
himſelfin the night , wore courſe wollen clo- | kill and art could do him no good: hecelred |, 
ath , cate A litle bread , and drunk but one | Pope Sixtus the fourth to ſend vnto him Ears o 


draught of water euery day after ſunſet ; or 
if he found himſelf very faint and weake , he 
would take a few herbes or pulſe , or ſome 
ſuch lenten meate.cAnd he obliged his Friars 
beſides the three folema vows to make the 
fourth of lenten avſtinence ,that is neuer to 
cate other ſorts of mcate then ſuch as are per- 
mitted by the Church in the holy time of lent, 
valeſle they be fick. He conſerued his virgini- 
ty intire to the very laſt, He was ſo Iweete 
and affable in his ſpcech, that he did ſtrangely 
winn the harts and afte&ions of all that dealt 
with him, and inflamed their minds with the 
louc of God, and great defires of ſeruing him, 
He perſeuered in aconſtant courſe of pennan- 
ce'from his childhood to his old age, always 
keeping the ſame order and tenour of life , in 
watching, taiting , praying , and corporall au- 
ſerities. 4nd , as it was tutable to fo holy a 
life , eminent vertues , and high merits, our 
Lord did honour and magnific him with innu« 
merable miracics that he wrought by him, in 
ſo much that he ſcemeth to haue giuen him a 
dominion ouer all creatures , for they were all 
ſubie& and obedient vnto him : the fire and 
aire , ſecaand carth, iicknes and death, beaits, 
men and devilis were at the command of 
this humble man and great ſeruant of God. For 
he freed diuerlc that were poſſeſſed and tor- 
mented by wicked {pirits; he gaue ſight tothe 


cis ofPaula, hoping by his interceſſion t 0b- 
taine health, which by no other meanes hs 
could procure, The Saint ypon pute obedence 
to Chriſts Uicar,did that which he had rduſed 
to do at the Kings requeſt, and carne into 
France , where he was recciued with auch 
honour and reverence. When the king had 
told him the cauſe, why he had ſent forhins 


| and defired ſo much his preſence ; to vit# 


be freed by his prayers of bis long and dangerw 
infirmity : the Saint tooke ſome time topn 
tor him ; but atter his prayer told him painly 
that it was not Gods will he showldrecout 

therefore exhorted him to patience and reſignati- 
03 to the holy will and decree of God : and bid 
bim prepare himſelf to dy , and to rende a 
account of himſelf and of the kingdom , abich 
God bad trufed him with. The King though 
fruſtratcd of his hopes, and not obtaining vhat 
he ſo much defired , obeyed the Saint, andfol 
lowed hisgood counſell; and bore him a great 
reſpe& and reucrence. So that in France nary 
Conuents and Monaſteries were buil: 

the holy order of Minimes , with ſuch 
affection and deuotion of the wy fot 
them , that they commonly called them 
Bons-hommes , the Good men tor their great 
tanRity , which name they keepe to this daſs 
Among the Monaſtcries which Saint Francs 
of Paula founded in France , that of Tours 
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blind , ſpeech to the dumb , health to thoſe | the chiefe and principall : ſor the foundation p 

that were deſpaired otand giucn over by Phi» | whereof King Lewis gaue his Royall Pallacs "_ 
fitions, and lite to the dead, The elements had | and commanded 4 Churchand Convent tobe intic 
lolt their force againſt him the walked vpon | there built for the Saint and his Religious and 


be, held it in his hand , enticdintoa hotand | 


there he lived many yearcs,hoporing our hy 
| by by 


Saint Francis of Paula , Confeſlor, 


- holy life , and edifying the whole Ca- 
bk Church by his —— He fetled 
't his order with holy conſtitutions, laying the 
© foundations of it vpon humility and charity, 
and ſtrengthning it with amultitude of mira- 
cles. Finally hauing written threeR#les,for Fri- 
__ forNunns,and for thoſe who are calledTerce- 
1007, which were approucd and confirmed by 
the Sea Apoſtolick , being fourſcore and ele- 
yen yeares old , and knowing that the time 
was at hand , that he was to end this baniſh- 
ment, and recciue from our Lord the reward 
of his long and glorious labours , on holy 
Thurſday he came downe into the Church, 
and there in preſence of many of his Religious 
and children ( who were come from ſeuerall 

arts for to ſee him) with ſingular deuotion, 
feeling, and abundance of teares, he receiued 
the yiaticurm of the Bodie of our Lord and 
cauiour Ieſus Chriſt ; and the day following, 
which was good friday , after he had embraced 
with great tenderncs and ſweetnes of affe&tion 
all his diſciples, and exhorted them to peace, 
faternall charity , humility , and all kind of 
vertue, and giuen them his Benediction , and 
If farewell in our Lord , he tooke the Cru- 
cifx into his hands , and often kiſing it ſaid, 
In manus tuwas , Domine, commendo fpiritum 
mewn. Into thy hands , Lord, F do commend my 
pu And lifting vp his eyes and hands to 

eauet yeelded vp his happy ſoule toour Lord, 
atthat houre that the ſame lord had rendred vp 
his vatothe Eternall Father vpon the bed ofthe 
Croſſe for our Redemption. This glorious Saint 
dyed in the yeare one thouſand fiue hundred 
and ſeauen, in the city of Tours , and his bodie 
remained eleuen days, before they gaue it bu- 
riall , fo entire and freſh , that it ſeemed to be 
Nill living , and there came from it a moſt 
fraprant and celeſtiall odor. Pope Leo the 
tenth Canoniſed him for a Saint in the yeare 
one thouſand fiue hundred nineteene ; and his 
holy order of Minimes hath floriſked fince 
In all parts of Chriſtendome, 
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— THE LIFE OF SAINT ISIDOR E, 
uw drch-bishop of Seuill, and Confeſsor. 


F 


Aint Ifidore , Archbiſhop of Seuill, 
was of 4 moſt ancient and noble fa- 
mily , he was ſonne of Seucrianus 
 **and Tortura, perſons of note in the 
Province of Cartagena. His Brothers were 
Kint Leander Archbiſhop alſo of Seuill , and 
mate frend of Saint Gregorie the Great ; 
Saint Fulgentius Biſhop ol Eziia, and his | 


ſiſter wasS. Florentina 4 Religious woman, all 
three honored by the Church as Saints.Some 
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Authors do ſay that Theodoſia or Theodora apxizY 


was alſo his ſiſter, who was wife to King Leo- 
uigildus,and mother of the glorious Prince and 
Martyr Hermenegildus , and of Recaredus his 
brother ; by whoſe induſtrie and zeale the 
Arian Goths of Spaine were conuerted to the 
Catholick faith, in the third Councile of To+ 
ledo. Whilſt Saint Ifidore was yet 4childlying 
inthe cradle, his ſiſter Florentina ſaw a ſwarm 
of bees flying round about his mouth,and then 
to mount vp towards hcauen. Which is {aid to 
have happened alſotoS. Ambroſe, Archbiſhop 
of Milan , and to SaintDominik founder of the 
order of the Friars Preachers; and formerly to 
the Philoſopher Plato, and was looked ypon 
as 4 figne betokening the great wiſdom and 
eloquence, wherewith they were one day to 
foriſh, His childhood being paſt , his Parents 
applyed him to ſtudies, Wherin though he ſpa- 
red no painesand labour, yet he profited litle, 
Whererefore difiding and almoſt delpairing 
cucr to proue i ſchollar , he was thinking to 
quitt his ſtudies , and not to looſe his time in 
ſcarch of that which he was likely neuer to at- 
taine vuto, Whilſt his head was buhed with 
theſe thoughts, he came towatds a well,and ſaw 
in the brink of it, which was of hard Rone, 
licle forrows or ſtreakes, which in length ofti- 
me had bin made by the ropes, which they vſed 
for to draw vp water, and preſently he ſaid to 
himſelf : the cord can work into 4 ſtone , and by 
continuance of time make dents andforrows int 
it ; and can not continual ſtudie and labour ſof+ 
ten me, and imprint ſome learning and knovlege 
in my mind? And with this he tooke courage, 
and returned againeto his ſtudies and followed 
them ſo cloſe, that he becamea maſter in all 
ſciences, ſo that he had ſcarccly his equall in 
any Kind of learning , devine or human : and 
there was none in that age better verſed in 
the latin, greeke and Hebrew tongue , which 
he vnderſtood and comprehended moſt tally : 
as appeareth by the multitude of moſt learned 
boocks which he writ of digerſc and different 
matters ; wi:h which he hath much adorned 
the Catholick Church ;, and declared tothe 
world his excellent wit and iudgment, The 
catalogue of his boocks 1s {ett downe by Saint 
Ildefonſus Archbiſhop of Toledo , and Saint 
Braulio Biſhop of Saragoſla, who were both 
of thera his diſciples. When Saint Leanderand 
Saint Fulgentius , his Brothers , were baniſhed 
by the Arian King Leouigildus, S. Ifidore op+ 
poſedthe Arian hereticks,and diſputed againſt 
them, with great feruour,zeale , cloquence and 
dodrine ;in ſo much that the Hereticks, being 
confuted by him, and not knowing how to 
anſwere his arguments, reſolucd to kill him, 
cſtecming it an intolerable affront, to be ouer- 


cone and put to filcnice by & youth , as Saint 
. Iidorg 
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4 


aprIt it , who conſerued Saint Ifidore for greater 


; Proue, Some ſay that Saint Leander, aslong as 


Saint Iidore , Bichop and Confeſſor: 


Thdore then was , and they had effected their 
wicked defigne , if God had not hindered 


matters, aſſignjng and appointing him for to 
be Archbiſhop of Scuill, and 4 great Prelate 
and Door in his Church, that 1o he might 
with greater authotity and weightinelle diſper- 
ſe and drive away the miſts of thoſe wicked 
errors. Saint Leander, his elder brother, being 
returned from baniſhment reſtrained and kept 
him in from expoſing himſelf to danger, diw- 
ning and foreſceing what one day he was to 


be lived , did eucn ſhut him vp , and beld him 
as it were priſoner ,to ſecure him from the 


Ariars, and to refraine him from writing a- , 


oainſt them, thinking itto be a greater ſeruice 
done to God and the Church tor to reſcrue 
his zeale 'and courage for a better time, 
And fo it proucd. For Saint Leander be- 
ipg deceaſed , and the Church of Seuill leit 
vacant ;King Recaredus, deſirous to provide 1t 
of 2 ſound, Catholick*, and able Paſtor and 
PoRor,nomipated Saint Ifidore for Archbi- 
ſhop ,znd tucceflor of his Brother inthat Sea; 
and this with wonderfull great content and 
ſatisfaction cf all Seuill , and the whole king- 
dome of Spaine, for the great opinion which 
they had ot his ſan&ity and learning:only Saint 
Iiidore himſclf lamented and made difficulty to 
accept of it , eſteeming himſelf not worthie of 
ſo eminenta dignity, and begging of the King 
to make choice of ſome other ,:that were more 

fitt for it, But ſeeing that he auailednothing, 
but muſt of neceſſity vndertake the charge , 

he ſtooped to the yoke , and rendered himſelf 
vnto the will ot our Lord. 

When he was ſeated in that chaire , and had 
taken poſſeſſion of the Archiepiſcopall dignity; 
3 man can not eaſily belceve with what rays 
of all vertues he did pretently ſhine , and 1n- 


lighten the world. His humility , charity , be- | 
' nignity,affability, modeſtie, patience,and mee- 


kenes were admirable. He was moſt charita- 
ble to the poore , peaceable with the rich, ſtout 
towards the proude and powetrjull', moſt de- 
ucut in the Church , vigilant in the reforma- 
tion of manners , conſtant jn- Eccleſiaſtical 
dilcipline , very ſweet and gentle towards 
all, ſcuere and rigorous only towards himſelf. 
He writ 3 Rule {or Monks, with that exa&nes 
and moderation that it might well be recerued 
and kept, He compoled and reformed the Ec- 
clchaſticall office of the Maile and canonicall 
houres , that through out all Spaine dcuine 
ſeruice might be read after one and the ſame 
manner; and therefore made a Miſlall and Bre- 
uiary which was firſt called from him , $izt 
Ifudores : and afterwards The Mi($all and Bre- 
#iary of Toledo , for that it was approucd in 
a Council] of Toledo. The ſame ofhce was alſo 


lived among the Mores did vſe it ; and tho 
Chriſtians were commonly called Mocharale, 


Arabians or Morecs. And to this day ſome py. 
riſhes in the city of Toledo on certaine days 
do vle this office of Saint Ifdore: and in the 


the e Hocharabes tounded with twelue chaplai. 
nes by don Franciſco Ximenes de Ciſnerg 
Archbiſhop of Toledo,andCardinall of Spaine, 
But for that Saint Ifidore did well knoy thx 
the firſt ground and foundation of whatſoeger 
can be well built, and ordered jn & com, 
monwealth is the inſtruction of youth, and the 
education of children in -vertue and learnir 
trem their tender yeares,that age veing ſoft like 
wax , very diſciplivable , and apt to receae 
200d inpieſſions ; he built diverſe Colledge; 
tor children to be brought vp in, that no 
only thoſe who were within his dioceſe, but 
cucn from all,parts ot Spaine , children might 
be ſent to hauc their education vnderhim 
indecd diverie were fent vnto him , and he 6. 
{tributed them into cojledges , found then 
Maſters , and appointed what they were to 
learn,and he himſelthad his houres for to teach 
them higher matters and of greater conſequen: 
ce,as being chiefe maſter and ſuperintendent 
of themall. So great was his zealeand charity, 
And out of thele colledges came moſt famous 
and ablc men , as Saint Ildefonſus , and Saint 
Braulio , as we faid, and many others, 

He preſided in the fourth Councill of Tole: 
do,and in the ſecond of Seuill ; where his Opt- 
nion and iudgement was of greatauthoxityand 
force ior cſtabliſhing and confirming matter 
of faith, and ſuppreſſivg contrarie errors allo 
tor ordering ſome things concerning the te- 
formation of the life and manners of thefaith- 
full. Morcouer in the Councill of Seuill, he 
conluted one Biſhop Gregorie, a Syrian bor, 
that was infected with the herefie of the 4 
phalt,, and brought him by his prudence and 
doQrine to renounce his errors, and embrace 
the Catholick faith. Some do ſay that Saint 
Ihdore went to Rome , being called thither 
by Saint Gregorie Pope (who at Conſtantine 
ple got acquaintance, and contracted ſtraight 
league of trendibip with his brother , Saiot 
Leander , and dedicated vnto him that admits 
ble work of his Moralls:vpon Tob) and thathe 
was receaued and intertained at Rome witl 
orcat joy and Congratulation of all the Coult 
and city ;arid that at his return into Spaine,be 
obtained by his prayers of our Lord plentic 
raine aſter a long drouth that parched thc 
carth, and fo relicued the detolate and afflided 
countrey, He was wonderfully addifted 
deuoted to the holy «Apoſtolick, Koman Sea, ak 
nowleging it tobe thee Mother and eMiſtrijſe 
all Churches , and ſecure hauen of the Catholik 


called Mocharste, for that the Chriſtjans who 


faith , unto Which all faithjull belecuer! _=_ 
to bam 


or mixti eArabes , as being mingled among the 


Church of Toledo it is vſed in the Chapell of 
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| former good eſtate ; and reſtored more glo- 
rioully to the kingdoms and dominions, 4» 
trow which they bad bin expelled and driven aPRiLY 
out. Infine this worthie Prelate, having diſtri= +» 
buted all that hz had among the poore , hum- 

ſelf being poore in ſpirit and rich in Chriſt , 

gaue vp his happie ſoule vnto our Lord the 

tourth day of Apriil is the yeare fix hundred 

thirty fix, in the firſt yeare of Cintila King of 


Saint Iſidore, Bishop and Confeſlor. 

4 recourſe and adreſie themſeluer in oll 

h oo and bor — (o ina letter which 
Yrulll },. writ to Eugenius Archbiſhop ot Toledo, 
who had asked of him whether all the Apos#les 
had receaued equal power from Chrift, he anſw- 
excth in theſe words, Whereas you 40 arke a- 
lout the equality of the «A oſtles ; Saint Peter 
was Superiour and bead of them all bo deſerued 
10 beare of owr Lord : thou ſhalt be called Ce- 


has: thou art Peter. And vpon this Rock I 
will build my Church. And from #0 other then 


the very /ame ſonne of God and of the Virgin did 
he receaue the foueraine honour of primacy and 


bigh Prieſthood #n the Church of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And afterChriſts Reſurreftion be deſerued to heate 
ram þ:m : tceede my lambs and my ſheepe , 
' underſtancing by his sheepe the Prelats of Chur- 
ther. eAud although the dignity of this poer 
extendetb it/elf to all Catholick, Bisbops ,yet by 
4 peculiar priuilege m A certaine manner it be- 
longeth properly and ſingularly wnto the ſoue- 
raine Bishop of Rome , as to the head of the whole 
Church, and far more excellent then-all bis mem- 
hers , which jeate hall 1emarne. for euer, And ſo 


he that Will not obey him with reuerence and | 


 readines, being ſeparated from has head , bath no 
nit ar vigor , like 2 man Without 4 bead, 
Saint Uidore goucrned his Church with great 
ſandtity for the ſpace of forty yeares, And then 
being full of good works and merits, percea- 
uing that the time did drawe nere , wherein 
our Lord would take him vnto himſelt , alth- 
ough his whole life bad bin 4 continuall me- 
diction and preparation for death ; he tooke 
fix months the better to diſpoſe himſelf to it, 
by attending more feruently vnto prayer, 
and works of charity and pennance, Then 
calling for two Biſhops, his particula frends, 
Eparcius and Iohn , he deſired to be carried 
into the Church of Saint Vieceat ; where clo» 
thed withhaircloth,and lying vpon aſhes,with 
great humility , deuotion and reuerence , he 
receaued by the hands of one of thoſe Biſhops 
the Bodie and blood of our Lord. And as he 
lay proſtrate on the ground, he begged pardon 


of all that were there preſent, and euen of | 
thoſe that were abſent , it in any thing he had | 


offended them. And recommending vntothem 


Iraternall loue, and charity, he toretold them | 


Plophetically that of they departed from the boly 
tv of our Lord and Enangelicalt dotirine which 
ther badreceanen they sbowtld fal:from the betght 
o that. felicity which then they eniozed , 
into an 85yſie of moſt greenous calamities and 
miſeries. Yet it afterwards they Would. come to 
themſelnes , bewaile tbeir ſixns, and do peanance 
for them, God would raiſe them to & more floni- 
iting eſtate and happines , and make them more 
aa thes many other nations. Which we 

to have bin accompliſhed in the rauage 
ad deſtruction of Spaine by the Mores ; 
ad by their being {et , vp againe in their 


| 
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Spaine , in the time of Heraclius Emperour, 
His bodice was buried {n Scuill : but when the 
Mores were becone maſters of that city , Fer- 
dinand the firit, king of Caſtile and Leon, by 
many prayers and rich prelents , obtained of 
Benadeila More, and King of Scuill, the Bodie 
of Saint Indore, which he tran(lated to Leon, 
and placed it in 2 ſumptuous Church of hig 
name , which for that purpoſe he had built; 
where it is kept at prelcnt ina ſhrine ofgold; 
withdue reucrencc and decency.God wrought 
many miracles by Saint [{idore both in his life 
time , and after his death. And eſpecially the 
Chriſtians in their warrrs againſt the Mores , 
by calling vpon him were often helped and 
alliſted. And all Spaine hath receaucd wonder 
full fauours and benefits by his ſanuty, lear- 
ning, and particular interceſſion. Saint Ilde- 
tonſus and Saint Braulio, his diſciples, do write 
of him. alfo the Roman Martyrologe, V ſuardus, 
Tritemius, and Baronius in kis Annotations 
vpon the Martyrologe, aud in his Ecclefiaſticall 
Annalcs. 
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the Great , Pope and Confeſsor. 


25 1 what time Pope Sixtus thethird 
Iz (dyed , Saint Lco was in France, 
= compoting . certain differences 

concerning weighty and 1unpors+ 
WES caat affaues.He was born in Tul- 
cany ,and was ſonne of Quintianus, and was 
now Deacon Cardinall ofthe Roman Church. 
Although he were abſcat, yet thoſe that were 
to choole a ſucceilor rothe deceaſed Pope, caſt 
their Eyes VPOn him, as vpon one that tor ſan« 
Qity , learning, prudence , and eloquence was 
the prime man of his age, and conſequently 
rhe molt fit and worthic to be ſeated 1a that 
holyChaire,There was afolemnembaſlage feat 
for to call him to Rome, and when he came 
thither , he was receiucd and reuerenced as 
Chriſts Vicar;and placed in Saint Peters Thro« 


| 


nec, vato which acither fauour nor ambition 
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APRILL 


" Saint Leo the Great 
of men , but his owne rare vertues and excel- 
mum [nt merits had promoted him, Ia this his pre- 


ferment he declared hisgreat humility.For thus 
he writes in his ſecond termon vpon that ſub- 
iet. Lord F beard thy woice , and was afrayd, 
I confidered thy ways, and trembled. For What ts 
Jo flrange ani ſo to be feared , as labour to the 
fettle andYeake , high funion to low thoughts, 
bonour and dignity to the vavorthie and una» 
_pable? His firtt thoughts in this office were to 
haue recourſe vnto God, and to beg of him 

Trace and ſtrength to beatre that burden, which 
be had put vpon his ſhoulders, knowing how 
weake they were and vnfitt for fo great 3 we- 
ight , vnlefſe the ſtrength and powerlull arme 
ot our Lord did fortific and enable him, He 
began preſently to cultivate the great held of 
the Church , and to pluck out the weedes and 
thornes of vices which had ouecrrun it. And 
there living at thattime innumerable hereticks 
to wit Manicheans , Donatiits , Arians, and 
Priſcillaniſts , that did great miſchiefe to the 
Catholick Church;befides Neſtorians,Eutychi- 
ans, and the followers ofD1oſcorus, who were 
very rife in the Eaſt, and endeauoured what 
they could to obſcure and darken the bright- 
nes of our holy faith, and diſturbe the peace 
and vnion of Catholicks ; the bleſſed Pope 
tooke all care and paines , to rid the Church 
of them all , to oucrthrow - and drive away 
hereticks, and route out all herehies. He di- 
covered ſome Manicheans in Rome itſelf, and 

uniſhed them,and gaue order that they ſhould 
3 proceeded againſt in other places where 
they ſhould be found, in the tame manaer,and 
that their books ſhould be burnt ; and warned 
all Biſkops to hauc 4 moſt watchtull carc of 
their flock ,to keepe and detend them trom 
hereticks. He afforded much fauour and afſi- 
ſtance to thoſe that in Africa did perſecute and 
ſuppreſſe the Donatiſts, as alſo to thoſe that 


in Spaine did fight againſt the Priſcilillianilts, 


who did much infe& and annoy the countrey., 
He writ to Saint Turnbius Biſhop of Altorga, | 
and to other Biſhops, for to aflemblea coun- 
cill againſt them, and commanded the like to 
be done in France againſt the Pelagians ; wri- 
ting to Saint Proſper of Aquitaine for to per- 
ſecute them. And for to make ancndat once 
of the errors and hereſfies that were then ſpred 
aboutin the Eaſt with great labgur and induſt- 
ric, he called agenerall Council at Chalcedon 
of fix hundred and thirty Biſhops, wherein were 
condemned Eutyches and Dioſcorus , to the 
reat confirmation and eſtabliſhment of the 
Catholick faith, which doth /o ackrowlege two 
Natures, Denuine and Human in one Peron of 
our Lord leſus Chriſt, that notwithſtanding the 
proprieties and. operations neither of theone nor 
other nature be any ways confounded. Thezcale, 
Vigilancy,and courage of this holy Pope did ſo 


prevaile with theEmperour Marcianus,and the | 


, Pope and Confeſlor, 


| Empreſle Pulcheria, as likewiſe with thePate;: 


arks, Biſhops, and Prelats of the Church that 
the Councill had 4 moſt happie end.anditſye. 
and our Lord confirmedall that was a&ed 2nd 
decreed therein by a miracle,as writcth Zong. 
ras. For the Catholicks hauwing ſet downe in 
a paper the confeſſion of their faith,and the he. 
reticks written their tenets and opinions in an 
other ; they put their papers figned and ſealed 
vpon the Bodic of Saint Euphemia Virgin and 
Martyr (in whoſe Church the Councill far) 
and after three days ſpent in prayer, returning 
to the Virgins Tombe, found the hereticks con- 
teſſon cait downe vnder her feete; and that o 
the Catholicks in her hand , which in preſence 
of all the Aſſembly , ſhe herſelf Rertched forth 
and preſented to the Emperour Matcianus and 
to the Patriarke Anatolius, S. Leo writalſo an 
Epiitle to Flayianus, which isthe tenth among 
tus epiſtles , where he ercates ſublimely and 
copioully, and with an admirable fpirit, learn. 
ing and cJoquence, of the Myltery of the ln- 
carnation oft the Eternall word, and of all 
which the Catholick faith tcacheth vs concer: 
ning it: And to the end we might learn hoy 


a_ 


thete myſteries of our Lord are to be handled 
and alſo might know the humility and mode- 
{ty of this great Prelate, who would not rely 
vpon his owne learning and wiſdom for the 
deciding of ſuch high and ſublime matters, but 
vnderſtood fulwell that he wasto expeRtand 
demand light and ſpirit from heaucn , forto 
explicate and declare theſe myſteries, after he 
had written what he thought fitt inthatepiltl, 
he laid it vpon the Bodie of the Prince of the 
Apoſtles , Saint Peter, and for forty daysfalt 
ing and praying, he made humble requeſt to 
our Lord that if any thing in that opitle were 
doubtful » or not to the purpoſe , be Would 
pleaſed to blott it out and corre it , that 
might (ecurely publish it , and teach the faithful 
What vas ft and connenient for them to kw 
and belieue. The forty days being expircdSalbl 
Leo found that his epiſtle was ſomewhat cot- 
rected and amended. And the Apoſtle Saint 
Peter appearing vnto hi ſpoke thus: Legi 
emenanui.Thauereadyour epijile and correttedit 
For which fauour Saint Leo gaue greatth 

to God and to Saint Peter , and ſent the faid 
epiſtle with all confidence and ſecurity vato 
Flauianus,as being more Saint Peters,then hi 
owne. He appearcd alſo atterwards to Saint 
Eulogius , Parriark of Alexandria who had de 
tended this epiſtle againſt the hereticks, a0 
tolihim that he was come to thank him fort 
reſpef and reuerence be had showne to that ef! i 
which he bad written vnto Flauianus; and toi 
he was to knov that herein he had not 8 
honoured bim , but alſo the «Apoſtle Saint Ft, 
and euen truth it/elf which was containedint# 
efiſtle.And this epittle ofS, Leo wasof lo gre 


authority , that the vniucriall Council! 
| hundred 
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Mundredand thirty Biſhops did reverence itand 
moſt highly extoll it. Pope Pelagius did ana- 
thematize all thoſe who did not recciue cuery 
title of it. And in the Eaſtern Churches it was 
wontto be read egery yeare on Chriltmas day. 
The Biſhops of France tranſlated it, and ſent 
ther tranſlation to Saint Leo , beleeching him 
to compare it with the originall , that they 
wight not ſwarue from it 1n any point, but 
might follow moſt exaQly in all things the 
dottrine and rule of the holy Apoltolicail 
as Leo's greateſt care and diligence was 
to hauc the ſacred Canons , Apoſtolicall tradt- 
tions, and the Decrees of Councills, el pecially 
of Nice and Chalcedon, cxactly obſerued, and 
10 have the ptiuileges and exemptions which 
had bin granted vnto the Church ,inuiolably 
kept and maintained; eAnd (peaking of this 
matter he hath theſe words : 1t Would be 4 
great fault of mine if through my nexlizence 0r 
diſſimui ation the Rules and Decrees of hoiy Fath- 
ers showld come t0 be infringed which in the Coun 
cill of Nyce the boly Ghoſt :nſpired them to make 
ur the good order and gouernment of theChurth: 
and that the will of any one Bishop , my Brother, 
thould prenaile more With me , then the common 

1d and wtility of the whole Church of our Lorg. 
He ordained that no ſlaues ſhould be admitted 
into Religious orders without the conſent of 


their maltcrs. That Monks ſhould not inter- | 


medle in ſecular affaires , nor even in thoſe 
which belonged vnto the clergie. He had a ftrift 
eye vpon the good lite and continence of 
clergie men , and looked that they were not 
couctous , but of ſo holy a converſation , fo 
vpright and intire in their carriage and all thei x 
ations, that they might ſerue the layty tor a 
patterne and modell of ,vertue. He was very 
choice and warie in adminiſtring holy orders, 
and ordaining Biſhops and Prietts , ior tcare 
he might promote men vaworthie of ſo high 
icalling and eminent dignity : and vſed to lay 
that to admitt /uch nt0 boly orders was to 1o 
great vrong to the Church ,40 ctys and villages 
For the integrity of thoſe that rule and are in 
command is the cauſe of the good and vertuous 
hfe of thoſe Who are vnder their charge. «And if 
in other degrees of the Church there ought to be 
nothing inordinate or Hained With any olem:sh 
boy much more care and jolicitude is to be wed 
ibat no errour be committed in the eleftion of one 
Who is to be the head and ruler of many, and /u- 
periowr to all other dezrees. Surely that which 15 
required # other members of the bodie , Should 
in n0 caſe be vanting in the bead. And It is no 
wonder that Saint Leo tooke this bulines lo to 
tart, and was ſo vigilant and circumſped ia 
ddaining Biſhops and Preiits.For thatattend- 
Ing to watching and prayer torty days and be- 
og almoſt continually at Saint Peters toinbe 
(tor whom he had a molt ſpeciall affe&ion an 


Saint Leo the Great, 


| this will be demanded 4 very flriff account, This 


Pope and Conteſlor. 268 
deuotion ) begging with many teares by the 
Apoſtles interceſſion pardon of his tinns , at x5. 
the end of his quarantaine the glorious ApO- AprILL 
{tle appeared vnto him whilſt he was in prayer, 

and faid vnto him. F haze prayed for you 3 your 

fenns are forgiuen you. looke well whom you im- 

poſe bands wpon, and whom yoa ordaine , for of 


is a notable and-terrible example and frequene 
tly to be conſidered by thoſe that have right 
to preſent perſons to Eccleliaſticall Bencfices, 
or to confer and giue them. | 
He admoniſbed Princes and Emperours to 
tauour and further Catholick Religion , to 
proteRt and detend the ſtate ot the Church, for 
loGod would defend and conſerue their Royall 
authority and Domimons. There fell out great 
calamities and miſeries for the ſinsof the world 
in thus time for the remedying and redrefſing 
whercof , God ſent this tioly Prelate , as a 
couragious and skilfull Pilut to gouerne and 
guide Saint Pcters ſhip , which was pittiſully 
tolled and beaten on all fides with furious 
winds and raging billows; for Attila King of 
the Hunns, a fierce and barbarousmaa , that 
calied himſelf 2h# rrourge and Wrath of God, 
hauing atter a long fiege of three yeares , ta> 
ken, burnt, and deſtroyed the city of Aquileia, 
which at that time was very rich and power- 
tull, and made himſelf a pailage into Italy, and 
hndiog all the countrey open before him, tpoi- 
led , waſted, andconſumed by fire and ſword, 
all that he met with, and as a proud and inſo« 
lent conqueror, marched on with 4 powertull 
army towards Rome, with intention to ſack 
and ruine it, and to make himſelf Lord and 
King of Italy. Saint Leo had notice ofhis des 
{gne, and being very ſenſible of the extremi- 
ty of miſery and miſchicte, which he threat- 
ned all Chriſtendom with , armed himſelf with 
prayer , with 2 wondertull conſtancy andcou- 
rage, and with the ſpirit of God : then goeth 
forth of Rome , and meeteth with Attila in & 
place where the river {car , that runneth 
through the city of Mantua , entreth into the 
Riger Po. There attired in his Poncificall 
Robes , before the Senat of Rome , which was 
come to cait it(eltat the feete of the barbarous 
King , he ſpoke vato him with that grauity, 
waicity, prudence and eloquence ;that he per- 
{waded him to aduance no turther , but to 
cait away his wicked intent and defigne, and 
leave Italy , tor to return with his army 1nto 
the lower Pannonia , which from the Hunns 
was called afterwards, and vnto this day , 
Hungary. Euery one ſtood amazed to behold 
that dreadtull and terrible monſter ; that had 
bin nouriſhed with blood and {laughter ; on 
4 ſudaine to leaue his ferceneſle and crueltie, 
to become mecke and calme , andpefmithim- 
(elf to be moued and perſuaded by the Popes 
words and rcaſons; But he being asked by 
thoſe 
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APRILL qynexpetted an alteration in bis mind , he (aid 


Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Confeſlor; 


thoſe whocould be familiar and confident with | flock , redeemed captives, comforted the aff. 
him , what it Was that cauſed jo ſlrange ani | &ed;and put them all in mind to hey gil; an] 
amend their inns, for Which our merciful 1,4 


that he ſaw ſtanding by Pope Leo his fie 4 man | had wifited them With this light Jwourge \ al 
{others ſay) two men, vith draven ſvords,zbilſt | exharted then to appeaſe his wrath by good York, 
the Pope was fpeaking to bim , threatning to kl | He betooke hintelt to repaire Churches a 


him , if be refuſed to obey and to do what Ya: 


publick buildings that the wandalls had 4 


deſired of him, And it is belecued thatthele two | taced or ruined ; be built at his owne chary 
men were Saint Peter and Saint Paul Patrons | a Church in the way Appia in honourof$ay 


of Rome , who at that time detended the city 
by Saint Leo's meanes. After this {o remarkable 
2 vigorie, Saint Leo returned to Rove, as it 
were triumphing ouer him. that had triumphed 
for the vi&orie ouera great part of the wor!d, 
and was recciued as the deliuverer and reſtorer 
of Rome, and all Italy, to its liberty. Although 
this 10y and felicity laſted.,got long:For ſome 
- few yeares after , Genſericus , King of the 
wandalls hauing poſleſt himſelf of Atrica , fell 
vpon Italy witha mighty army at the ſolicita- 
tion of Eudoxia Emprefie, who had bin wite to 
the Emperour Valentinian, ſonne of Plac;dia, 
who for to revenge the death of Valentinian, 
and the affront done her by the tyrant Maxi- 
mus, who forced her to marrie bum, anc vſurped 
the crowne and title of Emperour , called in 
Genſecricus to her owne coſt, and deſtruftion 
of Rome. In this ſecond ſtorme , Saint Leo, 
a!though he knew Geafericus to be an eArian 
heretick,ſwora cnemie of Catholicks, and had 
heard of the barbarous crueltic which he had 
executed ypon all the Biſhops and Churches 
of Africa,relolucd no:withſtanding ike a good 
Paſtor,to expoſc himiclfto danger tor his flock, 
and went forth to mecte him before he came 
to Rome; and begged of him to temper his fury 
and to content bimſelf with the wealth axaniches 
Which he should find in the city and not deſtroy it, 
nor profane Churches and boly things. And ſeeing 
that even Attila , the moſt fierce and jauage 
gnan that euer Was born of Yoman , vas mouen 
zo demency and pitty towards them , much more 
ought he to behaue himſeif peaceably andgently, 
and vſe with moderation , tbe /ubmiſſion and obe- 
dence which all the Romans eff ered bim, renaring 
themſelues into bis hands , and confiting in hs 
cdemence. Thus ſpoke the good Prelate. But 
the fell King for all this, entered Rome, 
ſackt and vilſaged it, and ſwept away all the 
treaſurefacred and profane , making no diffe- 
rence ordiſtinftion between one and the other. 
He ſtayed there fourteendays,and carried away 
with him infinit treaſures and innumerable 
captives, leauing that city which had bin Que- 
ene and head of the world, rifled and pillaged 
now the ſecond time ; yet he forbore, for Saint 
Leo his ſake as is thoughr to burne the houlcs, 
and to putany man tothe ſword. 
After the departure of this hereticall and 
barbarous cnemie; Saint Leo, like a good ta- 
ther and vigilant Paſtor , gathered together as 


| Cornelius, Pope and Martyr. He repaired ay 
richly adorned the Churches of S, Peter ans, 
Paul : and S. Iobn Latcrans, and adorned they 
with vaults, paintings , and Moſaick wo 


appointed wardens or gardians for the cuſt, 
dic of the Sepulchers of the Apoſtles , wh 
were called by him Czb:cularit, coamberlginy, 
He built an other Monaſteric ioining to San 
Peters Church. He beſtowed vpon moſt Chyz 
ches rich veſſe}lz and ornaments. He perſyy 
ded a Roman Lady, Demetria , that had great 
meanes to build a Church of Saint Steephen 
in the way Latina,three miles from Rome, He 
ordained that in holy Matle the Prieſt ſhoulf 
ſay Oratefratres. And added to the Canontho. 


hoftiam. He commanded that no Nunne ſhoul 
be ſolemnly vailed , before ſhe had liuedfory 
yeares in chaſtity and retirement, which ha 
bin long before decreed in 2 Council, The 
deuotion and reverence which they -had in 
thoſe days for the holy Relicks of Saints watſo 
great that none could touch them. And wha 
any were obtained, for to be carried out of Ro- 
me forthededication ot a Church,the Biſhop 
Rome vſed not to giue any bone or otherpat 
of 2 Saints Bodic , but only a vaile, which he 
had layd ypon the Bodie of that bleſſed Saint, 
whoſe Relicks were demanded, Which vail 
was with all reuerence kept in the Churc 
that was conſecrated, and by 1t God didoiten 
work great miracles, as teſtifieth Saint Greg® 
ric in a letter , which he writ to the Empr 
Conftancia, who had begged of him the head 
of S. Paul the Apoſtle, = to place it in aſks 
tely Church which ſhe bad built in his honout 
at Conſtantinople.In whichletter he recounts 
2 miracle wrought by S. Leo, in theſe wo 
Your Maieſiy is to be informed that when tht 
Birhops of Rome 46 give Relicks of Saints, the 
preſume not to menle with their Bodies but pw" 
tizz 4 linen cloth into & little box , the) 

zt to the Jacied Bodie , and then (exd it to zht 
Church that is to be dedicated , where it #5 & 
wath great reacrence. «And God Worketh at fit 
quent miracles by this linnen cloath , as iff 
vonie of the Saint were there whole and mute: 
Aud it happened in the time of Leo Pope of ghe 
rious menuorie that ſome Grecians donbtedof 
Je Relicks, and o the linnen waile which be # 
giuen them. Yhetewpon be cutt ths wail vith 


well as he could , his diſperſed and {catterred | paire of cigars , and preſently there came bw 
"13 Fl 


which to this day is ſeen in S. Pauls Church,tk Þ 


lc words. Sanfum ſacrificium , immaculatn 
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e all-Y at of its 
le al þ wen Saint Leo having ſpent his whole 
L Loi i io moſt holy and vertuous imploinients, 
+ an{ il}. ving defended the Catholick Church from 
York, Þ jercfies, anditaly from the barbarians,illuſtra- 
falf ;.4the world with his writings, cauſed admi- 
al & ation of the moſt learned by his eloquence, 
barge and purchaſed by his high merits the ſurname 
Sn {Great , when he bad ſet in the chaire of 
dan caint Peter, one and twenty. yeares , wanting 
and two and thirty days , according to Baronius , 
they tycd, worn out and ſpent with labours and 
ok, old age ,at Rome, On the cleuenth day of A- 
hte prill, on which day the Church keepeth his 
hs {aſt ,in the yeare of our Lord foure hundred 
Vi ſixty and one, At foure times that he gaue 
_ arders in Rome , in the month of December, 
im te ordained fourſcore and one Prieſts, thirty 
lus ane Deacons , and conſecrated one bundred 
ine cjphty five Biſhops for ſeuerail Churches, His 
vB :thwas much lamented at Rome for the loſle 
pc ef ſo great and holy a Paſtor, whom the Coun- 
= ll of Chalcedon and all that ſacred Congre- 
= gation of fix hundred and thirty Biſhops, three 
”Þ fincs jaluted in this manner, Holy Leo , moj? 
= hol, Apoſtolicall , Oecumenicall, and vniuerſal, 
y Patriark, , praying #0 God to grant bim many 
WB 3averef ie for the good of bis Chanch, His bodic 
The was buried in Saint Peters Church, He writ 
| diverſe excellent epiſtles in confirmation of 
: our holy faith , which are kept among the 
a # Rolles of the Roman Church. He writ twelue 
0 tothe Emperour Marcianus, to Leo Emperour 
.o& | thirtcen, nineto Flauianus Biſhop , and eigh- 


teen to the Biſhops of the Eaſt, all in con- 
fnnation of the Catholick faith, beſides others 
thathe writ of other matters. He writ alſo many 
ſermons , and admirable homilics , which are 
extant among his works. 


THE LIFE OF SAINT HER MENE-+ 
GILDYS, Prince of Spaine, and Martyr. 
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Aint Hermenegildus, Infanta,ot Prin- 
ce of Spaine,and glorious Maityr, was 
ſonne of Leouigildus ,3 Goth by na-« 
tion , and Arian hetetick, king of 
Spaine , who had two ſonns , Hermenegildus, 
who was the eldeſt , Prince and heire to the 
crowne ,'and therefore was called king ; and 
Recaredus, who by the death of his brother, 
ſucceeded his father in the kingdome. Theſe 
two Princes were brought vp and nouriſhed 
with the venemous milk of the Arian hereſie, 


Viich their father and the Goths had brought 


with me, then the laws of God, an 
ſcience. But to be brief, Prince Hermenegildus 


| ſing all meanes,jaire and foule , which be t 


Saint Leo the Grear, Pope and Confeſlor; 


into Spaine: vntill Hermenegildus being come 
to the yeares of diſcretion ; ſaw his errour;and 
being enlightned by our Lord ,and inftrufted 
by Saitt Learider , Archbiſhop of Seuill, was 
intirely .and from his hatt conuerted to the 
holyCatholick faith, renouncing and deteſting 
all herefie. The Catholicks(whereofthere were 
a great many in Spaine)vnderſtanding this,did 
very miich altc& Hermenegildus not only as 
their Prince, but alſoas acaptaine and ſtout de- 
fender ofthe Catholick faith , by whoſe meanics 
they hoped to prevaile, and to free themſelues 
trom the tyrannicall oppreſſion of the Arians, 
andLeouigildus himſelf that cruelly perſecuted 
them. There atofe ſome differences betyixt 
Leouilgildus the king, and the Prince- his ſons 
ne , Which at the Fa were diſputed calmly 
without any heate or contention , but afterw- 
ards broke out into open wat. For the Kirig 
belides that he deſired to keepe vp and main- 
taine in his domiriions his wicked errour and 
ſuperſtition , feared that his ſorine by follow- 
ing a contrarie Religion , might coric to be 


crowne. On the other fide Hermenegildug 
knowing that the Catholick faith was the 
only true and pure worſhip of God, thought 
himſclf obliged for todefend it, and ( if it were 
needfull ) cucn to dy for it. Wherefore in 3 
letter to his father he writeth thus. If you ta- 
ke it tn euii part ,and are offended that I wer 
turedto change my Religion without your atuiſe 
or counſel , 1 teſcech you gine me leaue togreege 
that you deale fo hardly with me, as not to permit 
me to prefer the ſaluation of my ſoule before other 
things : Whereas notwithſtanding for to ſauce it, 
I am rendee , when occaſion ſerues , to ſpend my 
blood and my life. «And there is noreaſon in the 
vorld that 4 carnall father should { Sarma more 


Becrowne. ,as to put him out, and iauade 


my 0wne cor. 


after many difficulties and ſome conflifts that 
paſſed betweene him and his tather; wanting 
thoſe ſupplics and ſuccours which he expe&ed 
from abroad; and the loyaltie, zeale and cou- 
rage of thoſe thatin Spaine had ingaped with 
him in the cauſe, being much cooled, and dis 
appointing him , fell iato the hands of the 


' king, his father : who loading him with irons 


ſent him toScwill,and kept him cloſle priſoner 
ia4 ſtrong caltle , where by his order he was 
at length martyred for Chriſt, in the manner 
that Saint Gregorie ſetteth downe in his boock 
ot Dialogues , in theſe words , which, for that 
they are his, [thought fit co couch them heres: 
Hermenegildus Jonne of Leowigildus, King of | 
the TUiſegoths ,by the per/waſion of Saint Lean- 
der, Bishop of Seuill, was conmerted from the 
(Arian ſef7 wnto the Catholick you Which 
when his father nd:rſtood , be latoured tooth 
and naile to bring bim back to his former _ 
9144 
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gbt ft for to'work p08 bis mind. But the young 


warn Pre was moſt conſtant and reſolut-, and coutd 


13* mot be brought to forſake that Religion , which 
APRILL }. bad acknowleged and embraced as true. For 


which bis (ather depriued him of his right of ſu:- 


ae/lion and inheritance of the crowne, and of all the 
meanes and goods he had. And when enen 
this was not ſufficient to tame and quell the 
ſtoute and couragions hart of Hemenezildus, be 
commtted bim to 4 ſtraight priſon , and beld 
him there , his neck, and hands faſt bound vith 
iron chaines, Here the vertuous and holy Prince 
Hermenegildus began to deſpiſe andſet at naught 
an earthly kingdom;and vebemently to defere that 
of Heagen : and the better to obtaine it , not con- 
te nt With the affliflion Which that bard durance 


and irons put bim vnto, be doatbed himſeif with 
hair cloth, and making continually feruent prayer 
wnto our Lord , bexgedof bim ſirenzth to ſuffer 
With patienceandioy bis perſecutions and troubles: 


and vith ſo much the more generous , noble , and 


loftie 4 diſpoſition of mind be deſpiſed and con- 


temned all the glorie of this tranſutorie and tas 


. ing world; the more be was conninced by d clea- 
ve light giuen him in bis chaines and irons, that 
whatſoener be could looſe or could be taken from 
tin , is but of litle value and to be eſteemed as 
nothing. The feaf# of Eaſter being come , his 
perfidious father ſent an eAnan . Bishop at 
midniht to the priſon , that from the ſacrilegi- 
ous hand of that heretick, be might receaue 
the holy Communion of the Bodie of onr Lord: 
which if be did he should recouer bis fathers fa- 
our and grace. But the holy man , though 
affifled in bodie and bound in fetters , yet free 
in mind and in great liberty and ſecurity , eſtee- 
ming more of Gods grace then of his fathers, re- 
iefled the Arian Bishop With ſuch words and 
reproches as he was worthie to heare. When the 
king wnderſtood what bad paſied between the Bi- 
shop and his ſonne ,being tranſported with indig- 
nation and furie he diſpatched (ome officers and 
ſouldiars into the priſon for to kill that braxe 
and conſtant Confeſior of Chri# , which vas do- 
ne accordingly. For they entring the priſon, gaue 
him & blow vith an axe that pierced his skal, and 
tooke from him his corporal life , which the Saint 
himſelf had ſo generouſly deſpijed and mad light 
of, But God for to make knowne to the World 
the glorie of his ſoule ,wrought many miracles, 
For in the deail ſilence of the mght there vas 
heard heanenly muſick, oner the bleſſed King and 
eMartyr , ſo much the more truly 4 King , be- 
cauſe he vas with all 4 Martyr. It is alſo re- 
ported that there atpeared lighted tapers and 
burning lampes , that the faithful might ty 


theſe fignes underſtand in vat rexerence they | 


Were to baue the ſacred Relicks and Body of that 
glorious Martyr. eAnd the perfidious father , 
murderer of his ovne ſonne , was touched to the 
quick, ith ſorros and repentance of What be had 
done ; yet not juch as to ent thereby pardon of 


| 


| 


| bidden 2 but when the the heretick Biſdo? 


his offence , and to obtaine eternall life, Fq 
though he was conuinced that the Catbolich fa 


Was the only true Religion , yet he bad mt 1,4 
courage to make profeſſion of it , for ſeare of '% 


guſling his ſubiefts , and batarding the lſſe 
1s kingdom. eAfter 4 While he fell ſick, andk, 
ing on bis death bed , he deſired Saint Leands 
(whom he cruelly perſecuted tefure) to han y, 
of bis ſonne Recaredus , Whom he left his hin 
and juiceſſor and to endeauour by his good coung] 
an1 admonitions to bring him wnto the Cathilig 
faith,as he had done bis brother, Hermenevilty; 
and with this he dyed. All this is outot Gale 
Gregorie , who aſcribeth the conucrhon 
King Recarcdus and all the kingdom of Spaige 
to the Catholick faith , which happencd inthe 
third councill of Toledo , vato the blood ard 
merits of Saint Hermenegildus, who obtains 
that of Almighty God by his death , whichhe 
defired to bring to paſle in his life: and wy 
like a graine oft wheat,which being (ownein 
the ground arid dying , bringeth torth many 
eares of corne : for perhaps he hadjneuer gi 
—_— many ſoules, if he had not bin My 
tyred. 

It is ſaid that the reaſons which mouedLes- 
uigildus to change his mind at his deathj, and 
to deſire that his tonne and heire Recatedy 
ſhould become Catholick ; and even torequel 
Saint Leander to endeauour by all meanesto 
procure it; were partly the griefe and forroy 
which he conceiucd for the murder of Herme: 
negildus, whom he vnderſtood to have binin 
nocent and vniuſtly condemned to death: and 
partly the true. miracles, which God w 
in confirmation of the Catholick verity , and 
alſo the pretended and falſe rairacles , which 
the more to delude and abuſe the King, th 
Arian hereticks did counterfeit,For beſidesthit 
Sibertus , who was the ſouldiar that ſtruck 
and killed Saint Hermenegildus ; dycd 4 fey 
days after 4 moſt miſerable and diſaſtrous & 
ath: it happened that ſome of the kings mes, 
rifling and pillaging 2 Monaſterie of Saint 
Martin,not far from Cartagena , and one « 
them attempting to ſtrike the Abbot”, who 
remained alone in the Monaſterie ; in puniſh 
ment of his factilegious inſolency , he preſenty 
tell downe dead in the place. Allo in 2 diſpur 
te between a Catholick and an heretick, 
the Catholick in teſtimonie of the truth, 
tooke vp in his band an iron ring redbot 
without any harme , and the herctick durl 
not do the like for to proue and maintain 
his cauſe. Againe, icertain Arian Biſhop had 
agreed with one of his ſec that he ſhouldfeig: 
ne himſelt blind , and as the Biſhop in coo 
panie of the king chanced to paſſe by, he ſhould 
cry outas loud as he could, and belcechhim # 
a boly man , and freind of God , for tore#! 
vnto him his fight, The man did as he vw 


laid 


a]. 


the 


e of 
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Saint Hermenegildus Martyr, 


aid his ſacrilegious hands vpon the fellows 


wth es, preſently by that vencmous touch they 
* = Cite put out. And he that faining him- 


ſelf to be blind ; with deccitfull clamours as» 
ked for 2 falſe miracle to be made to ſee ; 
now by i true miracle was made blind in deed, 
and with reall and vafained ſcreeches bewai- 
led is miſerie , and diſcouered the Biſhops 
hypocrihie.” By this and ſuch like things the 
King came tO vnderſtand the fraud and dece- 
itfyll pradtiſes of thoſe of his ſeR. Yet all this 
was not ſufficient to bring him to confeſle 
ablickly what in his hart he knew to be truc 
and to imitate the courage and conſtancy of 
his fonne who did ſet more by the worſhip 
o God and profeſſion of his holy Religion, 
then by a kingdome or cuen his owne lite. 
Forambition andan inordinatedefire of mains 
taining his honour and dignity beareth a great 
(way with 2 man , and it muſt be an extra- 
ordinary grace , which can make him leauc 
what he poſſeſſeth and bath alredie in his 
hands , for the hope of other goods , though 
preater, that are to come. Saint Hermenegildus 
was crowned with Martyrdom , according to 
Baconius , in the yeare five hundred eighty to- 
ore, on the thirteenth of Aprill. And on that 
day Pope Sixtus the fift commanded his-teaſt 
to be kept thorough all Spaine, by a Bull dated 
thetwelſthof February one thouſand five hun- 
dred cighty fix , in the firſt yeare of his Po+ 
pedom , at the requeſt of — the ſecond ; 
King of Spaine , and Prince Philip- his ſonne, 


' who now raigneth : who commanded that 


Saint Hermenegildus his head ſhould be tran- 
ſlated from the Monaſtery of our Bleſſed Ladys 
of Sigena ( which. is of the order of Saint 
lohn-in the kingdom of Arragon ) to the fa. 
mous and Royall Church of Saint Laurence, 
of the Eſcuriall : where -it is reverenced with 
that honour and worſhip which is due to fo 
glorious3 Martyr, and Prince of Spaine. Thoſe 
that have writen of Saint Hermenegildus, are 
Saint Gregorie Pope in the third booke of his 
Dialogues , Chapter the one and thirticth, 
Saigt Gregoric of Tours , Saint Ado , Surius, 
Vaſeus,and father Tobn Mariana of the Soci- 
ey ofleſus in his hiſtorie of Spaine , fift booke 
and tyeltth chapters 
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THE 'LIFE OF THE S$AINTsS 
Palerianus , Tiburtius , and Maximus, 
Martyrs, 


T1 Em E Martyrdome of theſe brave 
<A1- Ja Souldiers of Chriſt , Saipt Yaleri« 
>& Kal us , Saint Tiburtius , and Saint 
(3, JH Maximus , gathered out of what 
Dans Metaphraſtes hath taken out of 
the Atts ot Saint Cecilie, who was ſpouſe to 
Valcrianus , and fiſter.in law to Tiburtius 
which Ads were writcn by the Notaries of 
Rome , is as followeth. In time of Pope Vrban 
the firſt, in the Raigne of Alexander Scuerus 
Emperour , there lived ia Rome i moſt beau: 
titull and noble Chriſtian Lady, called Cerilie, 
whom her Parents cſpoulcd againſt her will to 
a young Gentleman, equall vato her for no- 
bility , riches, and naturall parts , though he 
were a heathen ; by name Ualerianns, The 
mariage and the feaſt hauing bin celebrated 
with the folemnity that was befitting their 
worth and . gue 4 var Valcrianus had re. 
tired himſelt with his ſpouſe , ſke poke ynto 
him in a ſweete and louing manncr to this 
purpoſes That sbe had with ber for to gard and 
defend ber an «Angell , that was wery xealous of 
ber purity and chaſtity. And if be did attempt 
to touch ber with 4 carnal affefion infallibly 
this ' «Angell would be much ancen(ed azoinſt 
bim , and deprine him f life euew in that 
florishing . age of his yoath, Valerianus much 
ſtricken and terrified with this ſpeech anſwe- 
red that be deſired ro ſee the «Angell sbe ſpokes 


- 


| of , and if be could be ſatisfied that it was ſo as 


she ſaid , that he would forbeare to come nere 
ber. But if sbe did not chowe him the eAngell , 
he Would conclude that her hart and lone as 


ſet wpon ſome other man ; and therefore be would 


kill them both. $. Cecilie replyed that it Was not 
poſſible to behold an Angell of heauen , wnleſie 
be were endoved with 4 beaucnly grace and ſpirit, 
which could not be obtained but by Baptifme, 
and as Valerianus for the vehement defire he 
had to ſee the Angell , offered thimſelf readice 
to do whatſocuer ſhe ſhould require othim, Ss 
Cecilie ſent him vnto Saint Yrban Pope who 
lay ſecret for the perſecution which was then 
very hot againſt the Chriſtians, The holy 
Pope recciued him moſt courteoully, inſtrued 
him in the myſteries of our holy, taith and bas 
ptized him, and whilſt theſe ſacred ecremos 


| nics were 4 doing, there appeared 2 moſt ves 


| 


| ncrable old man , clothed in robes whiter 
| : theg 
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The Saints 
then ſnow , with A ſcroule in his hand, whe» 
rein were writenin golden letters theſe words: 
one God , one faith, andone Baptiſme : one God, 
and father of all , wbo is aboue all things, ann 
in all things. Amen. Valerianus, as ſoone as 


| he was baptiſed, returnethto his ſpouſe, whom 


be finds praying ,aud at her fide an Angell of 
our-Lord , ſhining as bright as the ſun , and 
holding two crownes or garlands of roſes and 
lilies, whereof one he gaue to Saint Cecilie , 
and the other to Saint Ualerianus , and faid 
vnto them : theſe crownes F haue brought you 
from Paradiſe keepe them with 4 pure and chaſt 
hart : and they sball neuer wither nor decay, nor 
Jooſe the fragrant ſauour which they baue : and 
thoſe only chall be able to ſee them , Wbo deltght 
in chaſtity, as you two do.And becauſe you ,Vale- 
rianss . following the counſel! of your ſpouſe, haue 
choſen to live chaſt and pare ; God hath ſent 
pre for to tell you , that you Shall aske of ham 
what you pleaſe , and be will grant it you. Va- 
lerianus giving humble thanks to our Lord 
for ſo ſingular 3 fauour , anſwered that be deſt- 
yed nothing more then that bis brother T. iburtins, 
whom he loued moſt dearly , might be partaket of 
the bappines and fight which himſelf eniozed and 
come to the knovlege of Feſws Chriſt. For a fou- 
le which is rauiſhed with the loue of God, 
Rraightways defireth that all the world would 
loue him, and with the flame which is burning 
in its breaſt, ſetteth others on fire, The Angell 
promiſed that his requeſt ſhould be granted, 
and with this diſappeared. Not my Ti- 
burtius came thither , and _— the roome 
where Saint Cecilic and Saint Tiburtius were, 
ſmelt the ſweet and comfortable ſauour of 
thoſe flowers which the Angell had brought 
them from heaucn, although he ſaw them not. 
And as he was wondering at it , and asked 
Whence came that ſweete odor in 2 ſeaſon , that 
brought not forth roſes or other flowers , they 
certified him of all that had paſſed, and adui- 
ſed him to be partner With them in ſo great 4 
fauour and bleſſing of God. For that be might, 
if be Would , receiue the like crowne from heauen: 
bat that it was neceſlarie faſt to renounce the 
falſe Gods , to break, in peeces their flatues and 
sdolls , and to be regenerated by Baptiſme. Ti- 
burtius willingly agreed vato all ; and being 
lead by his Brother vnto Saint Vrban , was 
baptiſed by him, And the grace which God 
aue voto Tiburtius , was in ſo great 2 mea- 
ſure, that he ſaw Angells dayly , and wrought 
many miracles , healing the fick , and the like, 
Thele two Brothers gaue chemſelues to ail 
works of charity, making 4 greater eſteeme cf 
their Chriſtianity then of their nobility. They 
diſtributed treely and bountitully all they had 
vnto the poore , they encouraged Chriſtians 
that were perſecuted and impriſoned, and with 
their owne hands buried the Bodies of thoſe 
that had bin tormented and put to death for | 


*”—_ 


Chriſt. So greata light could not long be hid 
nor concealed from the Gouernour, Turciug 
eA\machius. Who was ſoone certified of this 
new manner of life, which thcſe holy Brother 
lead. He called them vnto him, reprchended 
and rebuked them ſharply, for that being gen- 
tlemen well born , and in the prime of their age 
they abaſed themſelues to the contemptible gud 
moſt wile [eft and conrition of C briſtiags , and 
foolichIywaſted and /quandred a%ay their meany 
and depriued themſeiues of the pleaſures and aj: 
times of the preſent life.Infine he adviſed then 
to leaue that folly , and to line as their fathy 
and eAnceſters hai done , and to YN 0r5hip the 
Immortall Gods, founders and inlargers if the 
Roman Empire , as the Emperour, his <Maſtn 
commanaed all should do. To this the two Bro- 
thers anſwered that they arcounted it incomper 
rably 2 greater honour to be Chriſtians , then 
be noblemen or Senators of Rome: andprefend 
the fauour and frendship of the Emperour of 
beauen before the being fauourites of an Empe« 
rour of earth : that they were reſolued to key 
the lavs of the true God , and not to heed: ſut 
lavs of men as Vere contrarie andoppoſite unts 
them. Almachius made them be cruclly whip 
andthen pronounced ſentence of death ypon 
them, giuing order to Maximus , 4 principal 
man vnder him , to ſee it executed, Maximus 
being very much greeued,to ſee two Brothers 
young, noble , rich; and powerfull, caſt away 
their lives in an age when it is moſt ſwecte 
and comfortable to liuc : and that with ſolitle 
apprehenſhon ofthis their condition, that they 
went merily and iocundly to dy , ſpoke yato 
them out of compaſſion, what he iudged might 
be fit to ſoften their minds, and bring then 
to the obedience of the Gouernour that they 
might not ſo indiſcreetly throw away their 
lives. But in counterchange he heard from them 
ſuch forcible motives and reaſons for contea- 
ning this preſent life, and aſpiring to eternal 
gloric , that he quite altered his di&amens 
and taking with him the holy Martyrs to bi 
houſe, was inſtruted by them in the true Re- 
ligion , and together with all his familic ys 
conuerted to the faith of Chriſt, In the quiet 
and {till part ofthe night there came vnto his 
houſe Saint Cecilie, accampanicd with ſome 
Prieſts, by whom Maximus and all the other 
new Cconuerts were baptized. Almachius hz 
uing notice of this, was more incenſe then 
cuer , and commanded that the two Brothers 
ſhould withoutdelay be beheaded before aten- 
ple of Iupiter, without the city. Maximus beiog 
preſcnt at the execution, cryed out aloud bu 
be ſav to Angells brighter then the ſun, cany 
ing vp into heauen the moſt blefied ſoules of tht 
eMartyrs : for which teſtimonie of his ſome 
pagans became Chriſtians. Whereupon Alm# 
machius ſtorming with rage commanded M+ 


ximus to be 10 long beaten with whipps, and 
pee oh corG, 
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cords, that had pellets of lead hanging at the 
-nds , that in the torment he gaue vp his ſoule 
vnto God, Saint Cecilic vſed all diligence tor 
1 get the bodies of Saint Valerianus her ſpou- 
{ and Saint Tiburtias her brother in law , 
for to buric them as ſhe did. The day of their 
Martyrdom was the fourtieath of Aprill , on 
which the Church keepes their feaſt , in the 
eare of our Lord two hundred thirty two, in 
the time of Alexander Scuerus Emperour of 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT ANICEIVS 
- Pope and Martyr. 


& Fter the death of Pius the firſt, 
vPope and Martyr ; there was cho- 
ZZ ſen to ſucceede him in Saint Pe- 
We VV ters chaire, Anicetus, 4 Syrian by 
2w&=> nation ; ſonne of Iohn de Bico 
Humifia who gouerned the Church according 
to Platina in the liues of the Popes , eleven 
yeares foure months ;and three days : but in 
the count of Cardinall Baronius, only nine 
yeats wanting three months,and lcauen days: 
whiſtMarcus Antoninus verus,and his brother 
Lacius Autelius Commodus were Emperours. 
Saint Anicetus Was 2 moſt holy Prelat , and 
deſerned to be crowned with Martyrdom, dy- 
ing for the faith of Chriſt on the ſeauenticnth 
of Aptill, on which day his feaſt is celebrated, 
and he was buried in the Church yard of Ca- 
liſus: He dyed in the yeare of our Lord one 
hundred ſeauenty fiue , as faith the fame Ba- 
ronigs, He gaue holy orders five times in the 
month of December , ordaining ſeauentecn 
Prieſts, foure Deacons,and nine Biſhops.ln ti- 
me of this holy Pope , Saint Polycarp came to 
Rome , who was Diſciple of Saint Iohn the 
Evangeliſt, and Biſhop of Smirna,, and as it we- 
re father and head-ruler of all the Churches 
of Aſia, the intention of his coming was to 
treatabout the time, when the Chriſtians were 
to celebrat Eaſter, that therein they might dit- 
kr from the lewes, as we faid in Saint Poly- 
catps life, There came likewiſe then to Rome 5. 
Fcgelippus, an ancicat Author, who liucd ne- 
ere the time of the Apoſtles , anc writ in 1 
ſimple, humble , and plaine ſtile the Eccletia- 
ſlicall hiſtoric from the Paſſion of our Lord 
vato his days. There is cxtant a. Decretall E- 
piſtle of Saint Anicetus to the Biſhops of 
France , where he appoints many protitable 
tings concerning Biſhops, Archbiſhops , Me- 


The Saints Valerianus, Tiburtius, 


_——_ 
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catie themſclues towards one an other. And 


Wveare long baire : and will baze them to line ac- 
cordixg to the dofirin of Saint Paul : and as they 
are to differ from ſeculars in wvertuous life and 
conuerſation , ſo are they to be &1ſlinguiibedfrom 
them in babit and cut of their haire. Saint Da» 
maſus, Platina, and others that do treate of 
the Popes, have written of Saint Anicetus, 
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and Saint Cains , Popes and Martyrs, 


% 
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Aint Soter , Pope and Martyr , was 
born in the city of Fundi , in the Pro- 
uince of Campania, in the kingdoug 
of Naples. He was fonne to Concordius , and 
ſucceeded Anicetus in the Popedom; and lived 
in it nine ycares, ſeaucn months, and one an4 
twenty days, as is recorded in the boock of 
Popes, which goeth in the name of Saint Da« 
maſus: but according to Platina, nine yeares, 
three months, and one and twenty days : al- 
though Baronius giueth him but four yeares, 
wanting eleuen days.which isa figne that there 
is nothing certain concerning how long he ſar; 
yet it wasin time of Marcus Antoninus and 
Lvcius Verus. He gaue holy orders thrice ir 
the month of December and ordained eightcett 
Prieſts, nine Deacons and eleven Biſhops. He 
writ two Decrctall Epiſtles, The firſt to the 
Biſhops of Compania , whercin he treates of 
faithin Teſus Chriſt. And the other to all the 
Biſhops of Italy , wherein be forbiddeth Naunns 
and Uirzins dedicated unto God to toxeh Cor« 
poralls and ſacred l:anen ; or to offer incenſe at 
the Altar. He ordainethalſo that all sball toms 
Municat on holy thurſday , excepting thoſe that 
for Jome enormons crime ate excluded and reie- 
Hed from the holy eAltar. He declared alfo that 
a0 oath of an enill and vnlayfull thing doth 
oblige, or is to be kept. At kength he ſhed his 
blood for our Sauiour , and was crowned 5 
Martyr on the two and twentith of Aprill , in 

the yeare one hundred ſcauenty nine, and wag 

buried in the way Appia ; in the- Churchyard 

of Caliſtus. Saint Denys, Biſhop of Cotinth 

doth highly extoll Saint Soter , ia an epiſtle 

which he writ to the Romans, and ſaith of 
him hat be was very charitable , and 4 great 

almes giuer , and that be diſpenced the treaſure 
of the Church of Rome in ſuccouring and main- 


| taining the ſerwants of God, in reliening and 


£77 inters 


and Maximus Martyrs. 


| tropolitans and Primats : and hoy they arc to 
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Finally he ordaineth that clergie men 1hall not gprt;u 
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Saint Soter, and Saint Caius, Popes and Martyrs, 


taining thoſe who came to the Sea eApoſtolick,, 
receiuing them as 4 moſt louing father and exhor- 
ting them to wertue. | 

On the ſame day our holy Mother the Chu. 
xch keepeth the feaſt of Saint Caius, Pope and 
Martyr , who was of Dalmatia, his father was 
ot the ſame name Caizs , and he was of kinn 
to the Emperour Diocl«fian; for the declining 
of whoſe crueltic and fury , wherewith he per- 
{ecuted the Chriſtians , he lay nid in caucs to» 
octher with his Brother Gabinius , and his 
Neece Suſanna , a molt pure Virgin. At length 
they were diſcovered, an all three put tode- 
ath, whichthcy endured moſtcouragiouſly and 
conſtantly , in the perſecution of the atore laid 
Dioclefian. Saint Caius wade a decrce, that he 
who is to be Bishop, sball riſe to that dignity by 
degrees , to wit firſt be ofiarius or Porter , then 
Lefor , after that Exoraſt , Acoiytus , Subea- 
2, Deacon , and Prieſt. He gaue orders foure 
times in December , and ordained five and 
twenty Prieſts,cight Deacons, and fiue Biſhops. 
He held the chaire , according to Damaſus, cle- 
ven yeares foure months, and twelue days. Or, 
according to Baronius , twelue yeares., foure 
months, and five days. He writ 4 graue epiltle, 
and worthie of ſo great a Prelat, of the Incar- 
nation of the Eternall word, full of great elo- 
quence. He was Martyred in the yeare of our 
Lord two hundred ninty fix , on the two and 
twentieth of Aprill. On which day his tcaſt is 
kept. His ſacred Bodie was buried in the Chu- 
rch yard of Caliſtus. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT GEORGE 
Martyr. 


& Mong other things , whereby the 
{ Hereticks have endeauoured to 
£- obſcure the glorie of the Saints, 

&Z, \; and the brightnes of theCatholick 
SFE=S Church, one bath bin to write the 
lines of ſome renowned Martyrs of our Lord 
and interlace them fb with fablesand prodigi- 
ous tales, that thoſe who read them , may think 
them incredible : and iudge thoſe peiſons, 
whoſe lies are thus written, neither to haue 
bin Saints, nor any ways worthie to be held 
for ſuch. This the fixth Synod doth teſtify com- 
manding /xch boock,s not be publiched or zead, but 
to be burat. The fame allo appeares by 4 deciee 
of Pope Gelatius , which he made cuncerning 
apocryphall boocks, which in the Koman Church, 
faith he , are not to be read, becauſe hereticks 
compoſed them. and amongſt ſuch books he rc- 


5 


| 


cknzth the Martyrdom of Saint Ceorge, whoſe 


of Saint Gelaſius we come to know that Saint * 
Georges lite and martyrdom was written by 
hereticks, and that that life is forbidden tobe 
read, although we know not which it is, nor 
who writ it, «And For this reaſon in the Ro. 
man Breuiary, reformed by Pius the fiſt , there 
arc no proper leſlons of Saint George, nor any 
mention made of his lite and Martyrdom, bez 
caute there is nothing extant of the manner 
of his lite and Martyrdom that is certaine : and 
the Church of Rome fiyeth and deteſtcth as3 
peſtilence,whatſoeucr ſauoureth ofthe dodirine 
or deceit of hereticks, Lewis Lipoman, Biſhop 
of Verona , hath publiſhed two liues of Saint 
George Mattyr : one which was found in Ve 
nice ; written by Metaphraſtes : the other , ta 
ken out of the Libratie of Grotta ferrata 
(which is a Monaſterie of Grecian Monks of 
Saint Bakhills order, diſtant ſome foure leagues 
trom Rome)writtcn by Paficrates,who had bin 
ſervant to Saint George : which lives he get 
tranſlated out of greek into latin : and faith that 
neither of theſe liues was condemned by Pope Gee 
laſtus : but that they are approwed by the Eaſter 
Churches , and held for ſound and tru , and a 


Surius alſo hath inſerted them in his ſecond 
tome, among the lives of Saints. But Cardinal 
Baronius having examined them with that 
cxa& and curious diligence , wherewith he 
doth always handle ſuch things , findeth them 
not to be ſo ſound and fincere ;but that ſome 
things ate added or mingled with them,which 
arc not conformableto truth; for which reaſon 
{ had once determined to leaue out Saint Gr* 
orges lite, and imitate therein the Roman Bre- 
| uiary , fearing to write any thing of Saints that 
is not warrantablc and ſecure. But atterwatds 
l tought Lmight well follow the iudgment and 
authority ot theſe two graue «Authors, Lify 
manus and Surizs , perions ſo well deſeruing 
ot the whole Catholick Church : and therefore 
out of the lives which they publiſhed I wil 
take what ſhall ſeeme to me moſt certaine, 
and of edification, leaving that which Barons 
us miſliketh ;and which appeareth alſo to mc 
not ſo well grounded in probability of truth» 
Saint George was born in Cappadocia, 
noble and wealthie Parents , and from 2 chi 
was brought vp in Chriſtian Religion. Whe® 
he was yet young, being of an a&tiuc and Vir 
m_ diſpoſition , and itrong and ablc , Þc 
ollowed the wars; and for his great valor wi 
made 2a Tribune or Marſhall of the field , iN 
the armuie of Lioclefian Emperor, who had a 
great affc&ion ſor Saint George , not knowi® 
that he was 4 Chriſtian, thinking to make 
of him in his greateſt and hardeſt encounters 
it happened that this Emperor reſoluing i 


pcriecute the Catholick Church,and _ y 
OJ bib 


life we are writing. So that by that ordinance ! 


(uch , vſe to be read enery yeare , compendiouſh. | 
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Saint George Martyr. 


eld, if he could , the faith of our Lord 
" canlour Ieſus Chriſt , that the worſbip of 
his alle Gods might ſloriſh the more :where on 
leludedand blinded, miſcrable man as he was) 
1- fancied that all his felicity, and the Maicſty 
if the Roman Empire depended : called toge- 
ter all his counſellours , officers , and Magil- 
ats:and propoſed vntothem the defire and 
nication he bad to perſecute and put to death 
ty the molt cruell and (tarp torments that 
ould be deuiled , whatfocuer Chriſtians 
te could lay bands on : and dumanded hercin 
heir helpe, [eruice and counſell. And as flat- 
(ric is t0O COMNON and frequent, and bearerh 
cat (way in the Courts of great Princes, cucry 
one approved and extolled the Emperors re{0- 
ition. Saint George only of all that were there 
aclent , oppoled 38 as m0 wvniuſt ,unreaſona- 
ile , and contrarie to the worsbip of the true God: 
vhoſe louc and Religion he had fo deeply en- 
raven in his hart , that he was readic , and 
caneſtly purpoſed to looſe his lite rather then 
ſyacuc the very leaſt from it. By Saint Geor- 
5diſcourle the Emperor and all the compa- 
nie ynderftood that he was a Chriſtian : and 
they laboured all they could to draw hunfrom 
it; by ſetting betore his eyes the florishing con- 
dition of bus youth, bis nobility , riches; the f4- 
wars 6nd good turns Which the Emperor had al- 
redie done h1mgand many more and greater Which 
be Was in 4 fair way to get © the dangers , 
nijerie and loſie of honours , gooas , and life 
vhich infolibly be was to expert , by being 
rtrafloris , and refuſing to (acrifice to the 
ods ,45 Diocleſian commanded. But the ſtout 
and valiant Captaine was nothing danted or 
roabled at any thing which they could fay or 
d to him, But on the contrarie looking vpon 
the Emperor ſpoke in this manner to him. 7? 
vere better for you 0 Dioclefian , to know and a- 
tore the true God, and to offer him! wp ſacrifice 
of prajſe. For then be would giue you 4 king- 
tn fa better and more excellent then this is 
Which J0u enjoy at preſent , for this is fraile, and 
tranftorit, and endeth in 4 moment vith all that 
is # it ; ſering that what/oeuer is in the Yorld,ts 
f it; ovne nature short, and wvani:heth away in 
ur bands , and can afford title helpe or comfort 
to thiſe who do poſſeſſe it. And for that I am 
wne to vnderſtand as much , and am throughly 
þerſivaded of this werity, you do but looſe your las 
war, and Wearie yourſelf in vane , 0 Emperor, 
h endeauonring to draw me from the worsbip of 
the true God ; for neither can 1 be wonne byyour 
promiſes , nor di/mayed by your threats. Scarce 
an aman belecue how terribly the Emperour 
tetted and RRormed at this relolut ſpeech of 
aint George, Preſently hz commanded him 
10 be ſeize vpon and carried to priſon. And 
lat there he ſhould be loaden with bolts and 
198s,and ſtretched ypon the ground, with a 
gtcat one vpon him. The day follows 


FS 


—_——— 


he was brought againe before Diocleſian, 


wheele, armed on euery fide with ſharp points 
or pricks of ſteele , which did tcare and rent 
the Saints fleſh in pecces: in which torment 
he was comforted and encouraged by a voice 
trom heaucn : which ſpoke thus feare nt 
George,for T am With thee : as allo by the fight 
of 4 perſon clothed in, white and gloriouſly 
ſhining : who appearing vnto him gaue bim 
his hand , embraced him , and inſpired into 
him courage and alacrity in his torments. Sq+ 
mc of thoſe who were ſtanding, by, beholdin 
the conſtancy of Saiat George, were cm 
to the faith of Chriſt : among whom were two 
Pretors , worthie men , and of great authority, 
Anatolius and Pretolius; who were beheadcd 
tor our Lord, But as thc torments which Saint 
George was put vato, did encreaſe,fo did the 
paticnce and greatnes of his courage, where« 
with he indured them more and more appeare. 
The ioy alſo of the Chriſtians was augmens 


| ted , and the contuhon of the geantiles, as al{o 


the fury and rage of the Emperour, who knew 
not what courſe to take for to dant the blefled 
Martyr , who remained ſtill inuincible amidſt 
tach cruell and vaheacd of tormeats.Ar leagth 
he reſolued to ſpeake him fair. Therefore with 3 
ſwceete and flattering countenance he exhorted 


| him not to be ſo obſtinat , nor to looſe bis fanours; 


promifeng to 41 great things for bim, and to ad- 
uance him to highest bonours and preferments, if 
he Would obey him as his father. And the Saint, 
the raore to maniteſt the pow'r of God, faid 
vato him: if you pleaſe ,o Emperor , lett ws Z0 
into the Temple, and ſee the Gods , Wbich you do 
adore. And the Emperor being out of himſelf 
for ioy , as belecuing that George was now 
come to himſclt and had changed his mind, 
commanded both Senat and people to reſort 
to the Temple, tor to be ſpe&ators and wit- 
neſles of the Sacrifice which George was to 
offer, When all aflembled into the Temple, 
and had their eyes and minds fixed vpon the 
Saint , he approaching neere the Ratue of A- 
pollo, and itretching forth his hand faid :wi/e 
thou haue me offer /agrifice wnto thee ?and with- 
all made the figne of the Croile, And preſen- 
tly the deuill, that was in that idoll , cryeth 
out : f am no Gad, nor is there any other God 
beſides him , whom you do preach. Then replyes 
'the Saiat , bolv 4areſt thou ſtay here in my pre» 
ſence , Who do ackno viege and adore the true and 
liuing God? and as ſoone as the Saint had ſpo- 
ken this , there was heard a moſt hideous ſcre-= 
echand howling, which came from the mouth 
or rather from the hollow places of the idolls, 
and they all fell downe to the ground and 
were broken in peeces. The Prieſtsſccing their 
miſerable Gods thus deſtroyed, ſtirred vp the 


| pcople ; who ian wurigue laid hands vpon the 


Saink 


in 
_ after diverſe queitions finding him to be ,,, 
{till conſtant, cauſed him to be ſett Vpon 2 apaite 
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Saint, bound him, and gaue him many blows: 
then called vpon the Emperour to diſpatch that 


wPRILL magitian, and take away bis life before they came 


to looſe their owne, for ſeerng, their Gods ſo baſely 
affronted : and. the Emperor moued both by 
their clamours , and by his fiercenes and impi- 
ous cruelty : as alſo for that a multitude of 
gentiles, ſecing their idolls hurled downe and 
broken into litle bits by the powetrtull pray- 
ers of Saint George , belecued and con- 
feſſed Chriſt;gaue lentence that he ſhould haue 
bis head cut of, betore the miſchicte did ſpread 
farther. 

The Saint being brought to the place of 
execution defired the officers to giuc him a litle 
time to pray : which when they granted, lifting 
vp his eyes towards heauen , tetching a deep 
figh from the' bottom of bis hart, he prayed 
thus aloud. 13 Lord Gol , who art before all 
ages, and vbo baſt choſen me for thy Jernice from 
my childhood, and art the only and true hope of 
Chriſtians, and ſecure refuge of thy ſeruants and 


' 2 moſt [ich and perpetuall treaſure of all that 


confide in thee, ani doeft great fanours andgra- 
ces to thoſe Who do lowe thee , enen before they 
demand them, Heare me,o Lord ; and ſince by thy 
mercy thou baſt giuen me ſtrength and patience 
zo ſuffer (0 many torments , and to confeſſe thy 
holy Name , receine my ſoule now ; and place it 
12 thoſe thy eternall manſions , where thy Elef7 


do dwell, Pardon this blind people what they baue 


fone againſt me and againſt others thy ſeruants, 
and giue them light that they may come tv know 
#hemſelues and thee : ſince thy Will is that all 
anen 5hould be ſaued. Stretch forth thy hand to 
all that do call pon thee and demand thy fa- 
#0ur , and gine them & holy feare and an inflam- 
med charity, that ſo lowing thee aboue all things, 
they may imitate thy Saints , and follow their 
footſteps , and together wth the ſame Saints ob- 
tane of thee thy Kingdom , glory , and eternall 
feliaty: «Amen. Having ended this prayer, vpon 
his knees , he ſtretched forth his ſacred neck 
to be ſerered from his ſhoulders by the ſword, 
and dyed in our Lord on the three and twen- 
tieth of Aprill, in the raigne of the foreſaid 
Diocleftan. He was martyred in Perfia in the 
City Dioſpolis: yet others ſay in Armenia in the 
towne called Meclitena: 'The Martyrdom of 
Saint George is very famous and honorably 
folemmized in allChurches ot the Eait and weſt: 
and by the Grecians he is commonly ſtil&d : 
The Great Martyr, Saint George. Saint Ger-' 
man Biſhop of Paris, returning from his pil- 
grimage he made to Hierufalem, brought with 
him an arme of Saint George, which the Em- 
peror Juſtinian gaue him as 4 moſt pretious 
treaſure ; and he placed it in Saint Vinceats 
Church in Paris. His head is kept at Rome in 
a Church built in his honour, and called from 
his name , being placed there by Pope Zacha- 
2c, a31t is written in the boock of the Biſhops | 


Saint George Martyr. 


of Rome. Saint Gregorie Pope tepatreda Chy. Shut 
rch of this holy Martyr , as himlelf writethin 

his ſixty and cighth epiſtle of the forth boock, * 
The other arme ofSaint George was tranſlated 


to Collen , and God hath wroupht by it may 


tyrum,chapter one hundred and one. Tyſtinian 
Emperor built a ſtately and faire Church ig 


do take him for their particular Patron and 
Aduocat. And the Roman Church vſeth tg 
call vpon Saint George , Saint Sebaſtian , an 
Saint e Maurice , as efpeciall Protefors arainf 
che enemies of the holy faith. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT MARCK, 
the Euangeliſt. 


bs Aint Marck , Evangeliſt and Marhy, 
SS was an Hebrew born , as ſome 0 


ot the {cauenty two Diſciples of our Lord,and 
Companion of the Apoſtle Saint Peter,Ther- 
phylactus, Euthymius , Dorotheus , and ſome 
modern Authors fay that he is the ſame, whon 
Saint Luke in the Adts of the Apoſtles, callet 
Fobn ,who was furnamed <Harck , and vs 
the Cofin-german of Saint Barnaby the Ape- 
ſtle, who tometime followed Saint Paul ad 
Saint Barnaby , and was their companion it 
preaching, vpon whoſe occaſion they twopar 
ted, Butit is more ccrtain that there werety0 
of this name : the one whom Saint Luke Gl 
leth Toba Mark,who was cofin to Saint Barns 
by, and the other , Saint Marke the Ewangellh, 
of whom we now ſpeake 7 as is collefted out 
of many and moſt graue Authors ,asSaint By 
fill , Saint Iſidore ,and may be conicRured olt 
of Saint Pauls epiſtle:and Cardinall Baron 
proucthit,as do alſo Alfonſus Salmeron , Gat 
dinall Bellarmin, and Iohn Maldonat, lca 
men and accurat writers of our Society. 
the xeaſons are. theſe, firſt the Evangeliſt oz 
mc was Marke , the others name was fo, 
though he wer ſurnamed Aarke, as SaintDr 
nis Biſhop of Corinth obſerueth. The Evangy | 
liſt was one of the ſeauenty two Diſciples, 
the other was not. The Evangchſt was 297 
lower and companion ot Saint Fetct , 
other of Saint Paul. The Euangeliſt came! 


| ; there writ BY 
Rome with Saint Peter , and Golpt 


and great miracles, as is to be ſeenin the Ads 
of jSaint Anno Biſhop of Collen. And Saing 
Gregoriz of Biſhop of Tours writeth of his Re. 
licks and miracles in his boock de Gloria Mar. 


honour of Saint George. Kings in-their battel 
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Saint Marke Evangeliſt, 


Goſpel twelue or fifteene yeares aſter Chriſts 


nfion, the other followed Saint Paul and 
C = Barnaby eighteen yeares after our Lord 


was afcended into Heauen , as we may gather 
out of the A&s of the Apoſtles. 2 
caint Marke then, whoſe life we are writing, 
was 4 diſciple of Saint Peter ſo much loued by 
him, thatin his epiſtles he calleth him his fone: 
and for his great witt , and grace in ſpeaking 
te tooke bim for bis Interpreter , that what 
caint Peter preached in one language, he was 
to declare in an other to thoſe thatdid not vn- 
derftand what Saint Peter had faid ( although 
cint Peter ſpoke all languages) and to explicar 
more at large the high myſteries which Saint 
Peter vttered in few words, Which Saint Marke 
performed with a maruellous ſpirit and guitt 
of God. And when the faithfull , that by 
caint Peters preaching had bin converted 
at Rome (who were very nuinerous ) deft- 
red to haue in writing what they had heard 
ofthe life of Chriſt our Lord,they prayed Saint 
Make to write it :and he writ the Goſpel, as 
he bad heard it preached by Saint Peter : and 
the holy Apoſtle approued it , and confirmed 
it by his ſoucrain authority, commanding that 
it ſhould be read in the Church. This Goſpel, 
Gith Saint Jerome is as jt were an abbrigement 
ofSaint Mathews. For what Saint Mathew hath 
writen more copiouſly , Saint Marke fetteth 
downe compendiouſly : although Saint Marke 
hath ſome things which arc nor in Saint Ma- 
they ,and alſo doth inlarge bumſelf about fo- 
me. others , which Saint Mathew doth but 
touch in briefe. After that Saint Marke had 


lived ſome yeares at Rome, and had ſerucd. 


Kint Peter ; as we ſaid , as his Interpreter ; by 
his order he went for Egypt , taking firſt the 
benedition of this holy Maſter and Father, 
and carying with him the Goſpel which he 
had writ, for to preach and announce it to tho- 
ſe barbarout and ſuperſtitious people , and to 
diſcover the firlt rays of the light of heaven; 
vnto thoſe that were in the ſhadow of death, 
and wanted the knowlege of the true God, and 
of his moſt bleſſed ſonne , our Sauiour , Iefus 
Chriſt, He preached the Goſpel in Cyrene, 
Fentapolis, and in ſome other citys with great 
fruit , inliphtning and drawing to our holy 
faith Fe multitudes of idolaters by his moſt 
$01}) like and do&rin , and by many great wi- 
races that God wrought by him. He came to 

dria, the capitall city of that Prouince, 
Vhich had greateſt neede of this divine light 
Where he ſhined like 3 glorious ſun , that dif- 
Plais his brighteſt beamcs in 4 place that was 
wolt dark and obſcure betore. There he built 
© Churchto our Lord in honour of Saint Pe- 
tr, tis Matter, and called -it from him Saint 
Ftters : though Saint Petcr were yet living: 
and for this reaſon the Church of Alexandria 
Ws made 4 t atriarchall Sea , aud the next im 


| 


dignity to the Church of Rome, as Saint Gelaſius 
Pope affirmeth. Innumerable ſoules were there 
conuerted to Chriſt, as well Iewes that dwelt 


12 thoſe parts,as gentiles of Egypt, who in the 


| obſeruance of their erroncous Religion were ſo 


ſuperſtitious , ſo perſiſting and ſiffe in cuery 
point , that they would ſooner looſe their li- 
ues then be deteftiue in the vaine ſeruice and 
worſhip of their Gods, which were notwith« 
ſtanding moſt vile, filthic, and ridiculous. * 

The admirable example of Saint Mark , his 
counſells and do&rin wrought ſo powertully; 
that many who were conuerted by his preach= 
ing , peopled the mountains and deſerts of E- 
2Ypt, and lived fo perte& and holy 2 life, that 
they ſeemed not to be men , but Anpells clad 
with mortall fleſh:they ſequeſtred themſclues 
{rom all things of the earth; and had no com- 
merce or converſation with worldly men, and 
liuedamong themſeluesin great peace and con- 
ftormity of minds, There was none poore a= 
wong them, becauſc to euery one was giuert 
what was neccflary for him. Nor none rich, 
becauſe thoſe that had wealth , lek it for to 
have it diſpeaſed and diſtributed to all incom- 
mon, and only fought to become rich ir thoſe 
goods, which do fill and fatiat the mind , and 


humility was great ,as was alſo their modeſty, 
fence, prayer, reading of holy Scripture , and 
2 perpetuall contemplation of heauenly things 
wherein they were fo abſorpt , that they did 
never cate nor drink before ſunneſet, and then 
alſo they tooke nov other ſuſtenance then 4 
ſmall quantity of bread and falt, Only the mo= 
re weake and fceble amongſt them added ta 
their bread, as ſome dainty taire, the herbe hy« 
lope, and drunk tountain water. Some of thens 
paſſed three whole days, others five or fix days 
together without any corporall ſuſtenance: and 
then did not cate for any guſt or pleaſure, but 
meerly for being conftrained therevnto by the 
neceſſity af their bodics : tor their ſoules were 
ſo delighted and ouerioyed with the heaucnly 
and devine food, that being always fulltedd, 
they always had a treſh hunger of it. Their 

apparell was plaine and ſimple , only fit to co- 

uer the bodie, and defend itfrom heat and cold , 
Infine the life of theſe bleſſed Diſciples of Saint 

Marke, was 2 modell of heauecn ,and an imi- 

cation of that which the Apoſtles taught and 

planted in the primitive Church , when all the 


faithful ,Aas writcth Saiat Luke, were oze bart 


and one ſoule , and to euery one Was ginen Ybat 
he bad need of. «All this 15 ſet downe more at 
large by Philo ,an Hebrew by nation ; and a 
moit grauc eAuthor , who floriſhed in thoſe 
times, and was ſo quaintand cloquent that he 
was compared with Plato : who ſecing the 
Church of «Alexandria, planted by Saint Mars 
ke ,to be ſo eminent in perteRion, and the 


deſerts of Egypt turned into A paradiſe of 
"_ vemenly 


make them happy who do poſleſle them. Their 
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-——— thoſe new Chriſtians , writ 4 boock in their 
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- not bin in fleſh, inperſe& chaſtity, confecrat- 


V 


" boock of Ecclefiaſticall writers. The men did 


- without a Paſtor, expoſed to the rage of wo. 


heavenly delights by the admirable vertues of 


praiſe, as Euſebius recounteth in his Hiſtorie, 
and Saint Icrome , ſpeaking of Philo in his 


not only live in this manner,but many women 
alſo young and old , who ouercoming the 
weakenes of their fleſh , liued as if they had 


ig ſoule and body vnto God, The weake eycs 
of the gentiles could not endure ſo great a 
light, but rather blinding themſctues with ic, 
and conuerting a remedie which was offered 
them into poiſon , perceiving that their talle 
religion fell to the grownd , refolued to put 
him to death , whoſc only defies and intenti- 
ons were to giue themlite; and to kill Saint 
Marke , as 4 deſtroyer of their temples, and 
capitall enemic of their wicked Gods. Saint 
Marke was not ignorant of what they were 
contriuing againſt him,and therefore provided 
and preparcd 1n time for all occurrences. And 
to the end thatby his death his ſheepe and the 
(facred foid of our Sauiour might not be left 


Ives without defenſe , he ordained eAnianus 
Biſhop, for to ſucceed him in his charge , and 
made Malchus, Sabinus , and Cerdon Prieſts; 
he made alſo ſeauen Deacons , and eleuen other 
Miniſters for the ſervice of the Church. «And 
leaving theſe at Alexandria , he returned to 
Pentapolis, where he had formerly preached, 
There he ſtayed two yceares , confirming the 
Chriſtians in their faith , and giuing them a 
Biſkop and clergie men for to gouern and in- 
ſtru& them ,pertorming moſt exaRtly the office 
ot 2 true Apoſtle and Paſtor. Aiter this retur- 
ning againe to «Alexandria he found the num- 
ber of Chriſtians much increaſcd to the great 
joy and contentment et his foule, And the 
gecntiles hearing that he was returned, inten- 
ding now to put in execution what before 
they, had #hought of,vpon the foure and twens 
ticth of Aprill which with the Chriſtians was 
a ſunday ,and with the Egyptian geatiles was 
a great folemnity of their God Serapis, ruſhed 
vpon the holy Evangeliſt, whulſt he was ſaying 
Maſic , tooke him, and caſting a halter about 
his neck, with a barbarous violence and tury 

dragged him along the itreetes, ſo that his fleſh 
was pitifully rent and torne with ſtones and 
rough and craggy places,thorough which they 
pulled and haicd hum, and great quantity ot 
blood ran downe through cuery part ot his 
body , by reaſon of the many. wounds he had, 

and amidſt lo many torments and attiftions the 

bleſſed Saint gaue thanks to our Lord forthis 

great fauour he did him to lett him tuffer tor 

his take. After they bad thus miiuſed him, they 

cali him into prion for that night, for to con- 


Saint Marke Evangeliſt, 


— ——— _—_ __—— 


when the priſon gates were faſt locked; and 
the _— = , On the pens the earth 

to ſhake, and an Angell comming downetron. 
heauen, touched Sant Matrke; ry ris 
vnto him : eMarke, ſeruant of God , your nans 
is writen in the boock, of life. You chal baueyour 
#hare and ranch, among the «Apoſtles , and yu 
memorie sball lize for euer. The eAngells will 
receiue your ſoule and carrie it into heauen ani 
the Relicks of your bodie shall be honoredon earth 
The holy Evangeliſt litting vp his hands tg 
heauen thanked our Lord for fo great a fauour 
beſeeching him to receiue his foule in peace, 
And our Lord and Sauiour Iefus Chritt tor ty 
give him to vaderſtand that his-prayer was 
heard, appeared vnto him 1n that yery ſhape 
which he had whilſt he conuerſed vpon earth 
and with great ſweetnes ſaluting him ſaid My- 
ke , my Euanzelif, peace be vnto thee, And he 
anſwered peace be with thee , my good Lord It 
[us Chriſt. The next morning they tooke hin 
out of ſpriton , and with the fame barbaroy 
cruelty , which they bad vied theday before 
they drag'd him through Ronie and Crappie 
places, vntill he rencred vp his ſoule vnto our 
Lord. Theſe miniſters of Sathan not content 
with that outragious cruelty which they had 
vicd towards him , would alſo have burnt his 
Bodie,and began to execut their wicked reſo. 
lution , but the deuine Prouidence raiſed on 3 
ſodden a furious whiclwind with a horrible 
and dreadfull tempeſt , accompanied with 
thunder and lightning ,and a ſhowre of ſtones, 
which diverted their defigne , and killed many 
of them in the very place, and threw downedi, 
ucrſe houſes. Then the Chriſtians gotthe holy 
Bodic,and ſinging hymns and Plalmescartied 
it away,and buried it in 2 decent and honors 
ble place, whence afterwards it was tranlated 
to Venice, and put in a moſt ſumptuous Church 
which that State bailt in his honour , where 
cuen to thus day it is highly reuerenced , that 
commonwealth taking tor their armes Saiat 
«Marks lyon, with thele words. Pax tib; Mart 
Euangeliſia mens. eMarke my Emnangeliſt pt«t 
be vnto thee, And the Name of the Saint ist# 
ken for the name of that commonyealth ot 
State, For it is all one to ſay Saint Marks #* 
dereth and commandeth : and the State of Veniit 


orders ang commanas, 


Some Authors do not reckon Saint Matke 
for a Martyr, becauſe Saint Ierome, Euſebius 
and Ifidorus , ſpeaking of him do not call hin 
Martyr, But this is not a ſufficient argument 
for to denie it, Saint Gelafius Pope putteth him 
among the Martyrs , in the Decretall which he 


made of Boocks authentick and apocryphall 


Nicephorus alſo, Metaphraſtes, and Procopiw 
do affirme it , as allo Lipoman and Surius: B# 
ronius is of the ſame opinion, and modetl 
authors who do write the lives of Saints. AD 


ſult among themifelues by what kind of death 


ticy ſhould diſpatch him. Anil about gudnight, 


.the Roman Martyrologe faith the lamc- = 
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Saint Matcke 

the Church of Rome on Saint Marks day doth 

reade the office of the Apoſtles and Euange- 

0s in the time of Eaſter ,and in it the Anti- 
phones of a Martyr. | 

On this day of Saint Marke , the holy Chu- 
i readeth the Litanics which are called the 
Great, wherein cuery yeare 2 generall Procc- 

on is made , to -giue God thanks in com- 

mon for all benefits which we haue recciued 
fom his bleſſed hands , and to beg that he 

vill multiply them , and giue vs health, and 

necefſarie fruits of the earth for human lite, 

The vſe of theſe Litanies is very ancient, 

and wuch praiſed in the Catholick Church, 

and Saint Gregoric Pope makerk mention 

of it , as {uch , exl:orting all to pradtiſe 1t 
- with oreat devotion. And if ſome Authors 
winite that Saint Gregorie did inſtitute the great 
Liamics, it isnot to be vnderſtood that he was 
the fiſt inftitutor of them , but that he did 
ordain that the L.itanies, which befare were 
vied, ſhould be recited in Saint Peters Church 
in Rome 3 and -that the Proceſſion ſhould be 
wade from Saint Marks to Saint Peters; 

The Martyrdom of Saint Marke was on 
the five and twentieth of Aprill , oa which day 
the Church keepeth his teait , and it was in 
the cighth yeare of the Raigne of Nexo Empe- 
rour , and fix and forty yeares after the Nati- 
uity of Chriſt, according to Baronius, and thre- 
eſcore and three according to Onutr:us. Thoſe 
that write.of Saint Marke , are Saint Ierome, 
Dorotheus, Clemens Alexandrinus , Euſebius, 
Irenzus, Nicephorus , Saint Ifidore , Venerable 
Bede, Vluardus , and Saint Ado. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT CLETYS, 
Pope and Martyr. | 


> Aint Cletus, Pope and Martyr, was 
+ born at Rome , ot a noble and anci- 
ent family,and was ſonne to Emilia- 
"PB nus.Saint Peter converted him tothe 
'ath, and ordained him Biſhop , lecing him 2 
ſpiritual man , prudent , and zealous, And for 
hate Apoſtle was imploicd in preaching and 
Kling the poeple, and in other things be. 
longing to the vniuerſall gouernment of the 
Church, and theretore could leile attend to all 
ulineſles that occurred ; he tooke for Coadiu- 
vis 10 Rome 1t(elf Linus, and Cletus without 
tte city: and both of them ſucceeded S. Peter 
W his charge , firſt Linus ; and then Cletus, 
Wi gouerned the Church molt holily 1n the 


| 


uangeliſt. 280 
 Raigne of Veſpaſian ; and Titus ; his fonhe ——. 
vatill Domitian came to the Empire, who was 26. 

a moſt vicious man , cruell , and abominable ArR1ILE 


for his manners, much different from Veſpaſian 
his father , and his brother Titus; For beſides 
other wickednes that he committed , he made 
himſelf be ſtiled 2 God, and perſecuted the 
Chriſtians becauſe they would not acknowlege 
him for ſuch , but preached that there yas but 
one true God, Creator of heauen and earth. In 
this perſecution of Domitian'( which was the 
ſecond that was raiſed againſt the Church) a- 
mongſt other holy Martyrs Saint Cletus rece- 
ived the crowne of Martyrdom on the fix and 
twenticth of Aprill ,in the yeare of our Lord 
ninety three , when he had fat in Saint Peters 
chaire twelue yeares »ſeagen months , and two 
days, according to Baronius : but according to 
the booke of the Biſhops of Rome, twelue 
yeares , one month , nnd eleuen days. Saint 
Cletus by the order which he had from Saint 
Peter, deuided the city of Rome into five and 
twenty Pariſhes, and placed'in cach of them 3 
Prieſt to haue care of it, and to adminiſter the 
Sacraments, He was the firit that in his Apoſ- 
tolicall lecters vſcd thoſe words : Saliatem 5 
eApoFolicam bened:Hionem , health and Apoſto- 
licall benedifion :which in imitation of him all 
other Popes baue cuer fince vſed, He was bu- 
ried by the Chriſtians neer the Body of Saint 
Peter the Apoſtle. 8nd the Church keepeth his 
feaſt on the day of his Martyrdom. | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT MARCELI- 
NFJS Pope and Marty, © 


= N the ſame day ,the fix and twentieth 
$8Z8 of Aprill , our Mother the holy Church 
SID celebrateth the Martyrdom of 'Saint 
Matrcelinus ,Pope and Martyr , who was born 
at Rome, and was ſonne to Projects , and ſuc- 
ceeded Saint Caius, Pope and Martyr , in the 
Raigne of Dioclehian and Maximian Emperors, 
in whoſe time aroſe the teath pernenting A» 
gainſt the Church, which was the fierceſt ang 
moſt cruell ofall others. Becauſe the Chriſtians 
having bin negligent and carcleſſe, by reaſon 
of ſore litle relpit or peace which had bin gra« 
nted them , and growne cold in vertue ; and 
igen themſclues to looſenes of life , eſpecially | 
the Church men , as Euſebius Ceſarientis affir- C 
meth , God would puritythem by this ſcourge, 
and burn out the corruption , and conſume 


| 


the ruſt which was in them by the fire of this 
perſecu, 
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Saint Ma rcelinus Pope and Martyr. 


perſecution , which was ſo horrible and dread- 
tull , that in the ſpace of4 month there ſuitered 
for Chriſt in ſeuerall prouinces aboue ſeauen- 
teen thouſand Martyrs, who were put to death 
by ſuch ſharpe and exquiſite torments , that 
only the deuill could inuent them. And in the 
Province of Phrygia the gentiles put fire to a 
City , and burned all that were in-it , men, wo- 
men apd children , becaule they were Chriſti- 
ans- Infine in all Provinces, citys, townes,vil- 
lages, through out the Roman Empire , there 
was nothing to. be ſeene belides torments, 
death,ſlaughter , cutting in peeces ,and {trea- 
mes of Chriſtian blood. | 
At this time was Marcelinus taken at Rome, 
and lead to the Temple of the Gods, there to 
offer ſacrifice. And he being atfrighted with 
their threats, and overcome by frailty,tor feare 
of torments , offered incenſe to the idolls , to 
the great lamentation of the Ch itians,and no 
lefſe 1oy and exultation of the gentiles : who 
preſently'diſmiſſed him , and fet him at liberty, 
confiding that the head and captaine of the 
Chriſtians being now ouercome, the reſt could 
not long Rand out, and that the ſheepe might 
without difficulty be brought to do whar 
they had ſeene done by their ſhephard. But 
all fell out quite contrarie to their expe- 
Ration, for Marcelinus conceiued fo great fOr- 
row and repentance for his fa& , that , as there 
was 2 councill fitting of three hundred, or(as 
othersſay) one hundred and touricoreBilhops, 
in the city of Sefſa, to treat of what was beſt 
to be done in this caſe, ſo new and vnheard 
of, and with all ſo ſcandalous; Marcelinus came 
in , clothed with haircloth , and coucred with 
aſhes , and moſt humbly acknowledging his 
greeuous faule,with many tcares and ſobbs de- 
mandcd pardon for it; and ſaid that he was not 
worthie to bereckoned in the number of Prieſts , 
or to bold the eApoſtolicall office and jeate.And 
the whole Councill anſwered that he was the 
ſupreme Tunge , and yicar of Teſus Chriſt vpon 
earth , to whom it belonged to iudze others , and 
that he could beindged of none, And therefore that 
he should iunge , and giue ſentence of himſelf. 
They added allo that Saint Peter being ouercome 
by the the like weakenes and vaine feare, bad de- 
ied Chriſt ; and yet after by his teates obtained 
mercy and pardon. Saint Marcelinus inſpired by 
God, anditrengthaed with his fpirit, and being 
full ota holy indignation againſt himielf, went 
vnto the Emperore and with moſt graue and 
ſeuere words rebuke him for the- cruelty be 
oled againft Chiiciians, and for baving tin the 
cauſe of his fall into that deepe alyjJe of wicked- 
mere And offered bimſeif to all the paines and 
torrents Which could be inflifted wpon him; 
% bich he Was moſt Wiiling and defirons to wndergo 
jor to ſatisfy for bis ſin, and to wath aWay Y1th 
bis tlood the ſicine of Jo great an off enice. I he 
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of Marcelinus , and in a great furie and +, 
commanded hitn to be beheaded. As the hol 
Pope was lead to Martyrdom, he met Marcel. 4 
lus, his Prieſt, who was afterwards choſen tg 
ſucceed him in his office, and commanded hin 
in matters of Religion by mo meanes to obey the 
Emperor ; he charged him allo xt to burie his 
Loaze, becauſe he that bad committed Jo faule and 
abominable 4 crime as to of} ex incenfe to falle 
golds , was unlvorthe of the honogr of burial) 
He was bel;caded gether with Claucius Ch 
rinus, and Antoninus. And the Bodies of theſ 
tcure glotious Martyrs remained aboue gro- 
und, vpon the face ot the earth,thirty 11x dayy 
for Diocletian had expreſly commanded they 
ſhould not be buried.  tterwards Saint Mar. 
ceiius being admoniſheU by Saint Peter the 
Apoſtle, tooke vp the holy Bodies , and being 
accompanied with Prieits and Deacons buried 
them with hymns-and Flalmes,inthe Church, 
yard of Priſcilla, in the way Salaria. Saint Mar. 
celinus gaue holy orders twice, and ordained 
foure Prieſts and five Biſhops. He fat in Saint 
Peters Chaire according to SaintDamaſus, nine 
yeares and ſixteen days : according to Baroniug 
eight yeares wanting feaucn days. There are 
extant two Epiſtles of Saint Marcelinus, The 
one treateth of the equality of Perfons in the 
moſt bleſſed Trinity. And in the other, which 
is to the Biſhops of the Eaſt /, he exhorteth 
them to 2 good and Chriſtian life , and to the 
exeiciſe of the works of mercy. The Church 
keepeth- the feaſt of Saint Marcelinus on the 
day of his Martyrdom , which is the fix and 
twentieth of Aprill, in the ycare of our Lord, 
accordipg to Baronius , three hundred and 
foure. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT PITALN, 
Martyr. 


tl 
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* Mong the Saints that ſhed their 
blood for Teſus Chriſt in the perſe- 
YE Cution of Nero, was Vitalis inthe 
Opinion of diucrſe Authors. A 
_ principall Gentleman of Rauenna, 
husband to Saint Ualeria, and father of Saint 
Geruaſius and Saint Protafius. And they were 
all foure glorious Martyrs of our Lord although 
ſome are of opir.ion that they were net ſoan- 
cient, and that they ſuffered not in this 
perſecution begun by Neto , but ſome what 
later. And they ground themfelues vpon 3 
relation of Philip, w hich Saint Ambroſe by de- 
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Emperor was puuch inccnſed (or this ſpeect;| 
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of the Saints Geruaſius and Protafius,and ypon 
| fome other conietures, The Martyrdom of 
yit Saint Vitalis ,as we gather out of Saint Am- 
broſe, Saint Peter Damian, and Ierom Rubcus, 
who hath writ the Annalls of Rauenna , was 
in manner following. The Gentiles had taken 
:1RavennaiChiiſtian, called Vriicinus, by pro- 
fon 3 Doftor of Phyſick , and had put him 
to many great and grecuous torments , which 
he cadurcd with a wonderfull great courage 
20d conſtancy, being aſſiſted by our Lords gra- 
e.Atlength he was ſentenced to be beheaded, 
and when he came to the place ofexetution, 
ſaw that the bangman had drawne his 
nr and was binding his eycs, for to giue 
him the laſt and fatall blow , he began , as a 
man, to be diſmayed, and to looſe the courage 
znd vigor which beforc he had. Whereby our 
Lord would giuc vs to vnderſtand how ſtrong 
man is with Fi grace , and how weake ofhim- 
ſelf ; and alſo by occaſion of Vificinus his wea- 
knes manifeſt the fortitude of Uitalis , and fo 
cowne them both witha gloriousMartyrdom. 
for vicious , being iuſt now xeadie to yeeld 
in the combate , and to adore falſe Gods, Vi- 
tals, who was there preſent tooke great compas 
fon of hich, and thinking hiniſelf obliged to 
ſuccour him in that dangerous conflict , raiſed 
his yoice , atd ſpoke thus aloude vnto him : 
bbat ir the matter , 'Urſicinus ? why doeft thou 
doubt i what doeſt thos feare? like & good Flyfi- 
tian , thes haſt cured many that were fick, and 
bounded. e4nd wilt tho now be Wounded unto 
hath ,and knoweſft not buy to helpe thy elf? 
this baf paſſed through many tryalls, and ouer« 
ame many sharpe and crxell torments : and wilt 
thos #olv looſe in 2 moment all that thou haſt 
ain? and throw away at one caſt infinit trea- 
wret ; which iz ſo long 4 time and ſo carefully 
tbou bat heaped wp ? Refle# and confiter trell 
that bh thit death , wbich is diſþatched in 4 mo- 
meat, they art to * x58. 4 a moſt happly life , 
Þhich ball never hawe an end. Theſe words of 
Vitalis were ſo efficacious, that they held the 
wan yp who was iuſt falling, and did fo hartcn 
ad ſtrengthen him , that with great courage 
andalactity he bowed his neck vnta the tword, 
and dyed a Martyr for the faith of Ieſus Chriſt, 
ind Saint Vitalis not content to have given 
to the ſoule of Veficinus, would alſo giue 
a honorable buriall voto his body, taking it 
Way , and decently enterrting it, Paulinus 
who ws the Iud e ,ſecing what Saint Vitalis | 
hadboth (aid nd, done, and gathering thereby 
at he was a Chriſtian , did mildly admoniſh | 
bi to leave the vaine [uperſtitition of Chriſti- 
Ar, 4%4 ta follow the ancient and true Religjon 
the Romans : for that otherwiſe he chould be 
i0nfirained to proceed againſt bim, But the cou- 
1908 Martyr ſcoffed at this admonition of 
ludge , and told him that he wow! d do better, 
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Saine Vitalis Martyr. 


Which do ſerme for nothing but to harbour vermin 
Where ſpiders do weaue their webbs, and batts Ao 
bide themſelues in the day time; and would beta- 
ke himſelf to the pure worship of Teſus Chriſt, 
Creator of beauen and earth. The Tudge being 
highly offended at this liberty of Saint Vitalis, 
commanded him to be ſet on the rack, where 


and his faith and patiencetryed to the quick: 
And when all theſe torments could not make 
him change his mind , not make the leaſt im- 
pr_ ypon that impenetrable ahd invincible 

art of his , Paulinus gaue order that he ſhould 


bin executed , and that there ſhould be digged 
4 wide and deepe hole; and it Vitaliscould not 
be brought io adore the gods , he ſhould be 
caſt into it alive , and be overwhelmed with 
earth and ſtones, and ſo be ſtifled and buried; 
Andby this kind of Martyrdom did Saint Vita» 
talis rendet vp his holy ſoulc to God, This 


Martyr at the inſtigation of a Prieſt vt Apolto, 
into which Prieſt, as ſoone as the fentence was 
executed, the deuill entred, and tormented him 
moſt cruelly , ſo that he roared and cryed out : 
© Uitalis , thou doeft burn me : thow dves? tote 
ment me, thou doeſt /coich me O Vitalis. He was 
in this torment ſcaucn days,andnot being able 
any longer to endure the fire that was burn- 
ing within him , he caſt himſclf into a river, 
where he was drowned, which was the iuſt re- 
wardof the cuill counſell, which he had given 
the Iudge apaivſt the Saint; as the Saint onthe 
contrary deferued to have the honoutto dy for 
Chiiſt tor the good coutitclt he had giuen to 
Vrſicinus, encouraging him to dy forour Lords 
The Chuich keepeth his feaſt on the day on 
which he was martyred , to wit the eight and 
twenticth of April. 


Martyr: 


Friars Preachers , glory of Italy , and 
ſcourge of hereticks, was born at Ve- 


Aint Peter Martyr , tirrour of ſanti- 
OE , ornament of the holy Order of 


rona famous city in the Province of Lombat- 
dy.His Parents were tanted with the Manicheant 
herefie : which hereticks , as faith S. Auguſtin, 
were foolizh and proud men , #00 carnall and ba- 


! imſolf yould ginooner t0 adote Juch gods, | 


bling and the) did Jo abſurdly doate ghat although 
Bbbb they 


his fleſh was torn, and his members difiointed, 


be led ta the fame place, where Vriicinus had 


ſentence of death did Paulinus giue againſt the 
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Saint Peter Martyr: 


they acknowvleged God to be the beginning and aut« 
bor of ſpirituall andinuifible things.yet as for tho- 


APRILL jc! that are material and viſible, they beld that 


the dewill bad made them , and that he rules and 
gouerns them as bis ovne. But our Lord God 
whoalone doth make thornes bring forth ro- 
ſes , and draweth water from the drie rock, and 
fre from the cold flint; from thoſe blind and 
hereticall Parents would haue Saint Pcter to 
procced and be born, who was to be 4 great 
hight in the world, and was to drive away by 
the cleare beames of his life and dofqtrine the 
thick darknes which the hereticks were in. 
Even from his mothets wombe he ſeemeth to 
haue had engrauen in his hart the loue of the 
Catholick faith,with a horror and deteſtation 
of herefie. For notwithſtanding all the endea- 
vours bis Parents vied for to make him drink 
vp the venimous milk of their peruerſe and 


impious opinions , they could neuer by fair | 


meanes nor by foule,by promiſes nor by thre 
ats, bring, himto liſten to any thing which did 
ſwarue from the Catholick faith. He would 
never heare their abominable ſermons , nor 
eucn conuerle or hauc any thing to do with 
children , though of his owne age , that were 
brought vp in that ſeR of perdition, When he 
was {cauen yeares old , and was learning to 
read, as he came once from ſchoole, his vacle 
met him , and asked him, what be bai learnt. 
And the moſt bleſſed child anſwered that be 
had learnt the Creede. And preſently began to 
fay. I teleeue in God the father «Almighty, Ctea+ 
tor of beazen and earth. His vncle , who was 4 
moſt peeuiſh heretick , was much tronbled at 
it,and ſaid to him : child , gon further , ſay 
not that be is maker of heauen and earth : for 
theſe creatures Which ve [ee with our eyes and are 
fo wgly zcould not certainly be made by God,but 
by the denill, The child ſtood Riff, and main- 
tained his faith , the nephew againſt his vacle, 
the Catholick againſt the heretick , the inno 
cent lamb againſttheraucnous wolte. And thig- 
he did with ſuch grace that it eaſily appeared 
that God ſpoke in him, Whence we may gather 
of what importance it is that children from 
their infancy be inſtrufed in ſounddodtrin and 
iety. Godalſo did fhew by this how he would 
be ſerued and honored by this child hereafter, 
The vncle told his brother , that was Peters 
father , what had paſicd between them , and 
defired him to take the boy from (choole, and 
tolet him no more follow his boocke, for that 
he feared , if cuer he came to be 2 ſcholler, 
he would be the ruine and deſtruion of their 
x<ligion. The father did not take much to hart 
his brothers counſel] , hoping that when his 
ſonne ſtould grow bigger, he would: be able 
to faſhion and trame himto his owne humour 
znd inclination. And fo nemher his brothers 
perſwaſions , nor the teare of whatmight hap- 
pen altcrwards , could ferue for to remoue the 


boy from ſchoole, nor divert his Parents from .. 
ſending him to the vniverſity of Bolonia, there 
to ſtudie, as was fitting for. the deſfignes which 4 
God had for him: for Gods high ends and in. 
tentions in the diſpoſition which he makes of 
his works can no ways be diuerted or hinde. 
red by all the counſell and induſtrie of man, 
At Bolonia Peter had no combat with here. 
ticks , whom he had fo brauely defeated at Ye. 
rona.But he had other enemics to fight againſt, 
more tough and obſtinat, and withall dome: 
ſicall, to wit alluring pleaſures, ſoft and (en- 
ſuall vices , which are bubling and do boyle 
vp againe with the feruour of the blood in 
youth, and inflame both ſoule and body with 
a dangerous and ſcorching fire , vnleſſe our 
Lord with the dew of his heauenly grace doth 
ſprinckle the mind, and aſlwage that trouble. 
ſome and raging heate , as he did then with 
Saint Peter, who notwithſtanding he was much 
aſſaulted by his ficſb, and by the bad comps- 
nie of ſome young libertines , who are ſcarcely 
ever wanting in vniuerlities; yet by the grace 


| of our Saviour conſerued his chaſtity and ig+ 


noceacy without ſpott or blemiſh, And the 
better to ſecure it , ſecing the danger he wa 
in, and the fearfull waues which oa all fide 
were beating vpon him, refolued to harbour 
himſelf inthefafe haven of Religion, 
There lived then at Bolonia the great Px 
triark and founder of the holy order of Friar 
Preachers , Saint Dominick , and he together 
with his moſt holy and vertuous children , ſhi 
ned likenew and admirable lightsin the world. 
The holy young man was wonderfully taken 
with their ſanQity and moſt rare example,and 
being all on fire with a defire of jmitating them, 
he demanded the Religious habit of their 
Order. And Saint Dominick would give it 
him with his owne hands , and with it ab 
his bleding , which was confirmed and rati- 
fyed by God from heaven. For it is hard 
to ſet torth and cxplicat the moſt pretious tre 
aſure and rich mine of all yertues, which were 
ſoone diſcouered and began to appeare in this 
new Religious man,as ſoone as he was clothed 
with that habit, He carried away the eyes of 
all the Monaſtery by his profound humility,in- 
ceſſant prayer , exaCt ſilence , and 2 general 


| and moſt perfet mortification of all his affco 


tionsand inclinations. He wasa profeſſed ene- 
mic of idlenes , becauſe that declares an irre- 
conciliable enmitie and hoſtility againſt al 
vertues, He had for all howers his imploiment, 
for he was either reading , praying , ſcruiy 
the ſick, ſweeping the houſe, or buſying hin- 
ſelf in the moſt meaneand abicR offices: whict 
he vndertoooke with wonderfull readincs and 
alacrity , nat only during the time of his Nour 
ſhip, but euen cuer after , when he was ancient 
in Religion. The pennance and mortification 


which he vicd, was almoſt incredible : which 
brought 
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Saint 'Peter Martyr. 284. 
ht kim once into a moſt evident dan- | king that the fault was committed rather by ____ 
er of his life , for by long abſtinenceand | ſome overſight or negligence, then out ofma- 29. 
forbearing to cate , his Sr and throate | lice , would not —_— againſt him accor- APRLLL 
became lo drie, and the paſſage by which meat |* ding to the rigor of their Rulesand: conſtitus 
wasto paſſe was ſo ſtraitned and made fo nar- | tions; but, to take away or ſuppreſſe the ſcan« 
tow , that cucn his mouth was almoſt quite | dall, ſent him, as it were priſoner to the Mos» 


doſed and ſhut vp , ſo that they were forced | naſtery of &fin Marc «Ancona Here we learn 
how our Lord ſendeth to his ſeruants fauours 


= __ 


vith inftruments to open his mouth , and cn- 

ethe paſſage tor ſome ſuſtenance to be let 
4wne into bis ſtomacke for to nouriſh him, 
vhich notwithſtanding could not be done 
without great difficulty. And though he eſca- 

{this danger , and from thence forth he did 
tioderat ſomething of his exceeding great 


4bPinence , yet it was ſtill ſo great , that in | 


oy body elſe it might be thought to haue bin 
1n extremity of rigor. 

After this he was applyed to ſtudie , wherein 
he made ſo much progreſle , that he became 4 
moſt excellent Deuine, and wonderfull skilfull 
In holy writ: and he cndeauoured not only to 
Inliphten his ynderſtanding with knowlege. 
but much more to inflame his will with the 
loye of God , that what he learnt might be 
hore beneficial} to his owne foule and his 
neighbours. He arriued to fo great purity and 
leannes of hart , that he neucr gaue conſent 
to any mortall ſin , as was generally teſtified 
by all thoſe to whom he opened his conlſcien- 
te and made his confeſſions. In ſo much that 


and trialls ; and how different his iudgments 
are from thoſe of men: we alſo ſee how pati- 
ently Saints do beare perſecutions and injuries 
which are offered them, caſting themſelues with: 
all confidence and ſecurity into his hands, who 
is only able to deliger them. And he doth take 
their cauſe in hand who do truſt and confide 
in him; and manifelſteth the guifts and fauours, 
which he hath done them, by adding new oncs 
to the former. For after that this holy Religi- 
ous man, Friar Peter, had obediently and hum- 
bly ſubmitted himſelf ro their cenſure , and 
ſpeat 2 long time in pennance ;enduring with 
great patience and meekenes many an atfront 
and bitter reproach in that Convent , hopin 

{ill that God would doſomething tor toiuſtify 
| him,and declare his innoceaey : whereas God, 
for to refine his yertue the more, and crowne 
him more glorioully , ſeemed in 4 manner ta 
negle@ hi:n, and to take no notice of him : the 
good Saint was a litle contriſtated , and ſeemed 
to have ſome reſentment of his afflition , and 


x 
It Friar Peter of Verona (for ſo he was called | of the wrong that was done him (for almighty 
&t deſore hereceiued the crowne of Martyrdoin) | God will not hauc his ſcruants to be vaſenſie 
I yas a pattern of all vertue in his Monaſterie, | ble like ſtones, atid not to feele griefe orpaine; 
" bring moſt rigorous towards himfelf,and moſt | but to ſuffer and feele itlike men, yet to bea» 
n ſyecteand mild to athers, pleafing to God and | re it ſo, that his law preuaile more with then 
d fery ſpecially fauoured and comforted by him, | then their owne affliftion and diſgrace.) and 
L for he was often viſited by the Saints, And | being one day in the Church beforea Crucifix, 
it among others ſuch like tauours , our Lord ſent | he was ſeized vpon with gricf ; and began to 
it once Saint Agnes , Saint Cathatin , and Saint | vtter his complaints ſweetly and louingly , asa 
f Cecilyto viſit him and intertaine him, as he | good child would do to his deare a loving 
j Was in the Conuent of Saint Tohn Baptiſt,hard | tather, ſpeaking inthis manner vato our Lord, . 
4 by the city of Como. For whilſt he was pray- | Bl:{ed Lord do not you kauow my annoceney?bebold 
, Ng in hiscell with his accuſtomed feruor and | here, for the fauour that you were pleaſed to do 
lofi , theſe holy Uirgins came downe | me, 7 am accuſed , reuiled, and made to do pen« 
$ ,and appeared vnto him , and | zance. Becauſe 1 hold my peace , vill you alfo bs 
| d with him of heaucnly matters fo ta» | filent , and not fpeake in my defenſe , and let /o 
( nilily and fo loude , that a Friar paſſing by | many months run on in this my di/gract without 


| ' had bin ſecular women , and 
being wich ſcandalized that any ſuch ſhould 
enter into the Monaſtery ; he accuſed Friar Pe- 
110 2 publick Chapter , according to the an- 
Cent praftiſe of the order, with that vehemen- 
9 and ſharpnes , as the matter would have | 
if it had bin true as he conceiucd it. 
boly Friar Peter would not excuſe himfelf 
LY yetdilcouer the fauours of heauen ; but | 
unbly proſtrating himſclf vpon the ground, | 
acknowlege and confeſle that he was a | 
eat ſinner, The Prior being much offended, 
t he belecued that all was true which was 
tohis charge, gaue him in publick a moſt 


—_ — 


taking any account of what Tjuffer? wby do 08 
permitt me for ſo lonwy 4 time to beare this infax 
mie and ill report, being , as you kuow , innocent 
and faultleſse? ro this tweet and louing come 
plaint ofhis, our Lord anſwered thus from the 
Crofle : And what had I done , Peter , What cri- 
me had 1 committed, for to be thus nailed unto 
4 Croſſe? learn5y my example to beare patiently 
thoſe afflifFions Which do befall you , ſeeing that 
they come far sbort of mine. By thele words the 
bleſſed man was much comforted, and withalt 
confounded , and came to vnderſtand that this 
perfecution was 3 new fauour ot our Lord, 
wherevpon he deſired and demanded to ſuftcr 


SUP 20d bitter reprehenfion : and yet thin-| 


greater matters , that he might more — 
ning 


2PxiLL affront for the ſcc 


Saint Peter 


him ; and drink more largely of his chalice ; 
nor would he now exchange thatdiſgracc and 

ters and crownes of all the 
Kings of the earth, Yet notwithſtanding the 
father of mercy permitted not his fſcruant 
to be detained longer in this diſgracefull affli- 
Rion : for whilſk the holy man held his peace, 
God reucaled his innocency and ſanity tothe 
friars ofhis firſt Conuent ;and from that time 
he was in greater honour and efteeme both 
there , and through the whole order , then 
ener he had bin betore ; and hisſoule was like- 
wiſe more enriched with heauenly guifts, and 
better able to helpe his neighbours , which is 
= cad for which that holy order was inſtitu- 
ted. 

Now he began toappeare in publick for to 
illuminate the world with the light of his 
dodrin , and inflame it with the example of 
his life. He made ſuch adiſtribution of histime, 
that he had ſufficient for to helpe others, and 
not 2 moment to looſe of what he reſerued 
for himſelf, Euery day he faid Maſle with great 
deuotion, and tender feeling of the myſteries 
of cur Lords death and paſſion, which are re- 
preſcnted therein, 'Then he imployed himſelf 
in preaching and hearing Conteſſions, with 4 
great thirſt of the ſaluation of ſovules, and moſt 
carneſt defire of drawing all vnto the holy fea- 
re and Joue of our Lord, He had a devine ta- 
lent in preaching ; inſomuch that neither 
Churches, nor ſtreetes, nor market places wes 
xe capable to containe the great concourſe that 
reſorted to his ſermons. He was eſtcemed and 
reuerenced through all Italy, like ami Apoſtle, 
but chiefly in Florence , Romania, and Mark 
Ancona : though aboue all otber places the ci- 
ty of Milan , where he vied more frequently 
to preach , had the greatcit reverence and de- 
uotion for him. They received him, as oftcn 
as he came ,+ with publick and ſolem ioy and 
congratulatiops : all going torth tomcete him} 
and there was ſuch athrong about him ot thoſe 
who cameto kifle his hand and his habit, that 
ſometimes he was in danger otbeing cruſhed 
to death: and they were forced to make him a 
littic litter , and therein to carrie him vpon 
their ſhoulders intothe Church, to defend him 
from the multitude that throng'd and preſſed 
him, that which be did chiefly handle in his 
ſermons was pennance,and the acknowleging, 
detcſtation , and amendment of finns. And he 
vied to begin his fermons with thoſe words of 
the Prophet Ionas «Adbuc quanraginta dies os 
Ninine ſubnertetar. As yet fourty days aud Ni» 
wize sball be ſubuerted. Deare people you are 
this aty of Ninine. If you 10 not do pennance, 
you will quickly fee your ruin. The ſcemrge of 
Godzs banging ouer you. Connert yourſelues vn* 
#0 him , and do pennance. The fruit of his fer» 
mons was admirable : tor many finners were 


Martyr. 


} their lives, Diuerſe vices were taken aWay 
moſt wholſome remedies , and ſeuerall works 
of piety and deuotion were inſtituted jn the 
common wealth. Whilſt the koly Preacher 
| was thus waging bitter waragaioſt the deuill 
by his ſermons , the deuill made war openly 
againſt him. Saint Peter was one day preachin 
at Florence in an open place, and his audito. 
ric heard him with wonderfull attention and 
devotion, When vpcn the ſudain the devill in 
the ſhape of a black and furious horſe takes 
his carriere, and comes running downe the 
ſtreete with ſuch a violence an Iwpetuoſity 
that all did feare he would have brokeg 
through the widle of the Auditorie, andtram» 
pled them vnder his feete, The Saint perceived 
the deuills craſt and impudent boldnes , and 
made the figne of the Croſle againſt him ,and 
preſently all that vaine viſion vaniſhed , yi. 
thout the leaſt harme of any there preſent,and 
whereas the devill thought to gaine fometh- 
ing, he was quite confounded ; and the Saints 
do&rin more authoriſed and eſtcened, and 
binafelf held eucr after in greater honour and 
reverence. But although the fruit of his prea. 
ching was admirable , and vniverſall in allthe 
places that he frequented , notwithſtanding he 
was moſt famous and glorious in his diſputes 
and combats with hereticks , and in the vis. 
ries which he gained over them, Forit ſcemcth 
out Lord had choſen him for 4 hammer au 
thanderbolt , for to heake and crush them and 
for amoſt out defender of his holy faith ,and 
therefore he armcd him from his childhood 
with that ſpirit and cagernes apaioſt them 
which we ſpoke of before. And the deteſtatis 
on he had ot them increaſed wnh age , and 
with the knowlege and experience which he 
dayly got of the great and innumerable dz 
mapes which they bring to the commonyealth; 
as alſo by the office of Inquiſitor , which Pope 
Innocentius the fourth gauc him in all the 
State of Milan , for to puniſh and perſecute 
| hereticks, As he was once examining an here- 
tick Biſhop at Milan , in preſence of ſome 
Biſhops and Religious men ; there reſorted 
thither , it being 4 publick place of the city ,a 
great mnltitude of people , ſome Catholicks 
and ſome hereticks. The examination laſted 4 
long while , and the ſun beating vponthem, 
they 'were in 2 manner burnt vp with heat. 
Hereupon an impudent heretick,ſcoffing atthe 
Saint, cryeth out aloud ynto him diſpatch and 
a21ake an end, deceitful hypocrite ; or if thon beef 
as holy as this blind people ſwppoſeth thee to bt, 
obtaine of God that Jome clawae may onersbadow 
ws , that we may not all perish bere for heat 
Then Saint Peter being moned by 3 _ 
inſtin& of God ( without which ſuch chings 
are by no meanes to be vndertaken)promil 
to do it , if the hereticks there preſent, would 


conucitcd vato our Lord, and they amended | ypon this mitacle , become oy 
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by although they refu 
ks c the Saint notwith _ to accept the 
he PF” that for his glory ding prayed condition 
er holy faith, for th . and the conhr O Our Lend f 
ill and confuſion of Spot aging e9-1rY of his a tem. A 
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Saint Peter Martyr. 


Pariſh Church of Saint Tohn and there paſſed 


the night in prayer and watching, All that ti- 


29. 
APRILL 


me there appeared 2 great burning taper ouer 
the ſteeple , and although it ſnowed very taſt, 
the light was moſt cleare and bright-ſhining. 
Many ſaw it, and reſorted to the Church, and 
at lait ynderſtood that that heauenly light was 
ſeat to diſcoucr and point out the new Prea- 
cher, who was to bring them 4 more ſpirituall 
and deuine light ; and fo they heard and recei- 
ued his doftrin as comming from heauen, The 
hereticks could not endure that their profeſled 
cnemic ſhould ſhine with ſo many and ſo ma- 
niteſt miracles : and therefore to obſcure them, 
and take from them ail force , credit , and au- 
thority , one of them feigned himſelf fick of 
ſome ſuch infirmity as appearcti not in the 
countenance. He comesto Saint Peter, leaning 
ypon a ſiaffe , with a great trembling and 
weaknes , and prayeth him to cure him. With 
this counterfeit there came other hereticks , 
whereof tome accompanicd him, others fol- 
lowed behind , for to be rcadie , in caſe 
the Saint ſhould pretend to haue cured him,to 
g1uc teſtimony that there was no cauſe of any 
Cure , the man being ſound , andailing noth- 
ing , and hereby to take occaſion to publiſh 
that whatſoeger other cures he was reported 
to have done , were all falſe ; and that there 
was nothing in them but hypocrifie and deceit. 
But almighty God, who doth ſeucrely puniſh 
ſach audacicus irreuerence , revealed vnto 
the Saint the wicked intention of the heretick : 
wherefore he anſwered him thus:that he prayed 
God, that if he fained himjelf to be fick, of 4 
fiſeaje which be bad not , that God Would ſend 
him ſuch an infirmity as woula be the beſb and 
fitteſk punishment of his fraud and Wickednes. 
And fo it fell out, for engeuouring to deceiue 
the Saint he was deceived himfelt , and the in- 
firmity which at firſt was feigned , proued to 
be true and reall ; and put him to ſuch into- 
lerable paine , that the Doors deipaired of 
him. Wherefore calling for Saint Peter, he 
acknowledged and openly contefled his fraud 
and crime , and demanded him pardon ot it, 
Then the Saint cured him not only in body 
but alſo in ſoule, inſtrutting him in the truc 
Catholick faith , and bringing him, fincerely 
and vnteignedly to protetie it, 

He wasallo adorned with the guift of pro- 
phehie, and foretold diverſe things , which tell 
out long aſter ,iuſt as he had toretold them, 
This appearcd particularly jn his glorious de 
ath , which he himſelt did prophetic ſome days 
before it happened. For preaching at Milan , 
he told his aucitory , that he krewv Well that 
the bereticks had plotted his death , and that the 
mony Was alredie diſburſed , and pat into the 
bands of thoſe who were to kill him : and that 
be was teadie to ye , for the faith of Chriſt, 
Wich he as preaching vato them, But that the 


bereticks muſt not think that by murdering hin 
they would come tole rid of him, for that after his 
death he would wage them 2 mire fiercewar then 
euer he bad done-tefore. All bappencd inthe &@ 
me manner as he ſaid : and fourteen days after 
he had foretold this , he was killed. For at that 
time the Saint being Prior of a Conuent inthe 
city of Como,and much troubled with a quar. 
tae ague ; he had ſome vrgent occaſion to 20 
to Milan about certain affaires belonging to 
his office of Inquiſitor. He parted from Comg 
on Saturday in the euening betore low ſunday, 
although he were not ignorant of the hereticks 
deſignes, and the ſnares they had laid for him, 
Yet his zeale for the holy faithwas fo greats 
alſo the deſire he had to die for it, that asof. 
ten as he eleuated the holy Hoſt at Maſle, or 
ſaw it eleuated, he was wont to beg of ou 
Lord , that he might not dic in his bed, but 
end his life by ſome violent death for the con. 
feſſion of his holy faith. With this zeale and 
deſire ,the blefled man on the fift of Aprill in 
the yeare of our Lord one thouſand two hun. 
dred fifty two, went towards Milan, fick as he 
was ,on foote , and late in the evening , ha- 
uing for his companion one that was called 
Friar Dominick. When they came as far as thc 
village Bardachina , which is the midway bet. 
ween Comoand Milan, the aſflaſſinats that hy 
in waytc for him , ruſhed in vpon him, and 
one of them gaue him a ſtroke on the head 
witha ſword , which felled the Saint to the 
| ——s— he in the beſt manner he could, 
egan to ſay the Creed : and eſpecially tholc 
words : Creator of beauen and earth , andof a 
things viſible and imniſible. Then dipping his 
fhingar in his owne blood, he gathered all his 
torces together for to write thoſe words I bt- 
leene in God the father «Almighty , maker 
beauen and earth, At laſt liſting vp his eyesto 
heauen , he pronounced thoſe moſt deuout 
words, which the ſonne of God vied when he 
was dying on the Crofle. 7nto thy hand: ,0 
Lord, I recommend my ſoule.The wicked murde- 
rer ſeeing him to be yet aliue, notwithſtanding 
that cruell wound,ſtabbed him in the breaſt, 
and pierced his hart ; whereupon the body re- 
mained dead in the place ,all bathed in blood, 
tothe incredible ioy of the ſoule , which lelt 
it ſo, and at the ſame moment mounted vpto 
heauen , there to receiue the crownes of Mats 
tyr , Dofor and Virgin. His companion allo 
was wounded to death, who cryed out * 


\the people came , and pourſuing the muderers, 


that very night tooke him that Killed Saint 
Peter, 
The holy Martyrs death was preſently di 
uulged and ſpread abroad , and cauſed great 
ſorrow and grief to the Catholicks , and 09 
lefle ioy and contentment to the hereticks. T9 
Friars of his Monaſtery came and tooke 

holy body , and becaulc it was 8oW _ 
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Saint Peter 


it it that night in the Church of Saint Sim- 
lcianus , a5 the Martyr himſef, when he de- 
Ho fom Como , had foretold they' ſhould 
do, The day following , being the fixt of Aprill, 


the greateſt pompe , lolemnity, deuotion , and 
exesthat can be imagined, and placed in the 
Charch of Saint Euſtorgius, which is a conuent 
ofthe holy order of Dominicans. From this 
ine God was pleaſed to manifeſt the glory .of 
tis holy Martyr by wonderfull great fignesand 
niacles, Whereof in my opinion , the gre- 
at was, that the hereticks, who were putfed 
moſt inſolently , and did triumph for the 
iiory which they thought they had got by his 
leath,began now to flag and faint ; and by litle 
nd lite tell of from their abſurd opinions :for 
nany , that were the chiefe leaders and ſtick- 
rs amongſt them , were conuerted to the 
Catholicktaith ; and thoſe who perſiſted obſti- 
mt in their-errors, were ſo counfounded and 
ahancd ,that they durſt not ſhew their face, 
nor appeare in publick : ſo that all ſaw exatly 
come topaſſe what the Martyr had foretold, that 
the bereticks should find bim to be 4 greater ad- 
gnſarie to their ſet? after his.death , then he vas 


L Wild be vas liuing. Here alſo we vnderſtand 


heviftories of God , who exalts and crown's 
his ſouldiers when they fall and die. He that 
killed theSaint, by name Carino, eſcaping the 
hands of luſtice, fled to the city of Forly, where 
he was brought to extremity , and was iuſt 
ing. But he elcaped, hauing made 4 vow to 
rue Saint Dominicks order all the days of his 
'liein pennance for his fin. And ſo he did, tas». 
king among them the habit of a lay brother, 
if perſeuering in it to the end , with great 
bunility and auſterity, to the wonderfull edifi- 
cation of all, T his is an other vi&orie of S, 
Peter Martyr , and a moſt excellent and glori- 
ous revenge which he tooke of his enemie, 
ylich ye ate to looke vpon for our imitation, 
ad never to deſpaire of any ſinner , ſeeing his 
ſns may be forgiuen by.pennance , how enor- 
wow ſoeyer they be. The miracles which God 
yroupht by this bleſſed Martyr , are innume- 
nble, There were heauenly lights ſeen ouer 
tis body, and the lampes which were hung 
it, yere lighted miraculouſly ofthemel!- 
Ves, Anheretick ſeeing the Saint pitured with 
a dapper in his breaſt, piercing his hart, ſaid : 0 | 
that I badbin there, when they killed this traytor, 
bvbave given him one blow more ! and preſently 
Was ſtricken dumb : but repenting himſelt 
of lus in, by the interceſſion of the Martyr he 
Wa Cured and reconciled to the Church.Pope 
ent the fourth canoniſed Saint Peter, 
Gclaring him to be a Martyr, the next yeare 
his death , on the toure and twenticth of 
jt being the tenth yeare of his Popedom. 
another Bull dated two yeares after, he 
D thus in praiſe of the Saint. 0 wenera- 


i was brought into Milan , and recciued with 


Martyr. 


the brightnes of virginity , bonour of good life, 
treaſure of wiſdom, 4 torrent of preaching feruor 
of charity , bulwork, of faith, heape of heauenly 
graces;mirror of wertue ,aud odoriferons perfume 
of [an#ity. He is the dread and terror of bereticks, 
7 his life time he ouerthrew their perfidiouſnes, 
and nov fance his death he 'counfounds them and 
beates them downe to the ground, He is & bright- 
rhining lampe of beauen , and 4 well-deſerning 
beire of that kingdom , the fellow citizen and 
mo? bonorable compagnion of the Martyrs , 4 
glorious gute# of that (ouera:n table, and ſecure 
Poſſeſior of true and enerlaſting richer. Theſe 
are the words of Pope Innocent. And Sixtus 
the fift in a Bull given in the yeare one thouſand 
hue hundred cighty fix, which was the firſt of 
his Popedom, commanded Saint Peters feaſt to 
be kept as double through out all the Church 
vpon the nine and twentieth of Aprill,though, 
as we faid, he was martyred on the fift tor, be- 
cauſe ordinarily the firſt days of this month 
arc taken vp with the ſolemnity of the Paſſion 
or Reſurrefion of our Lord, the holy Church 
hath tranſferred his feaſt vnto the twen« 
ty nine, I will not omitt to ſet downe what 
Friar Ferdinand of Caſtille ( out of whom 
] haue chiefly gathered this life ) recounteth 
in his ſecond boock of the hiſtory of Saint Do* 
minick , that it hath bin and is {till 2 particu- 
lar deuotion , where any bone or Relick of 
Saint Peter Martyr is kept, to dipp it in water, 
and then giue that water to the ſick todrink 7 
whereby great cures haue bin wrought. And 
that on his feaſt it is the cuſtome in Milan to 
blefle palmes or olive branches, which have 
great vertue againſt ftormes and tempeſts of 
thunder or baile. And they haue particular 
praicts for to bleſſe thoſe branches, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT CATHA- 
rine of Siena , Virgin, of the order of 
Saint Dominick, 


> Aint Catharine of Siena , a bleſſed 
8: virgin, dearly beloued Spouſe of Ice 


ſus Chriſt ,ſpirituall davghter of the 
moſt bleſſed Father Saint Dominick, 
and perſc& miror of fanctity tor all Religious 
women that fight vnder the ſame banner , was 
born in the city of Sicna , whence ſhe tooke 
her name, Her fathers name was 7 mes , and 
her mothers was Lapa., good and vertuous 
perſons of an ordinaric and meane extrationz 


| but who had cnoughto live wellandin agood 


condition, 
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| ble man, worthie to be praiſed and extolled by al ———. 
the World! This Saint is the guide of Religion, 5 
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Saint Catharine of Siena, Virgins 
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condition. Lapa tooke great paines for to 
bring vp this child , whom ſte nourced ather 


APRELL owne breaſ's, which ſhe could not do to any 


of the reſt of her children ,and hence ſhe ca- 
me to bauc a moſt ſpeciall and particular love 
and affe&ion for Catharine ; and ſhe withal] 
from ber childhood wasſo traftable and fo gra- 
cious , that ſbe gained the harts of all that taw 
her , in ſo much that ſhe was ſceldom to be 
found at howe in her fathers Houle , eucry 
body defiring to hauc her with theirs , fo grate- 
full :nd acceptable was her company vnto all 
for her amiable and ſweet conditions. The 
erace of God began ſtraight to ſhine in her; 
and it appeared that from her mothers womb 
our Lord had choſen her tor his ſpouſe : tor 
when ſbe was tcarce fue yeares old , ſhe had 
an applicaticn to prayer , and recited the 
Hyile Mary im honour of our bleited Lady fo 
often and with fo great deuction , that as ſhe 
was going vp , or comming downe 4 paite 
of ſtzires ſhe kneeled vpon cuery ſtep,and reci- 
ted the Angelicall Salutation. About the fixt 
yeare of her age , ſhe went in company of her 
brother Steephen to the houle of her filler 
Bcravertura; aud as ſhe returned back , ſhe 
ſaw vpon thetopp of Saint Donunicks Church 
3 rich and reipleadent Throne ; and our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt ſiting in it, in the Pontificall ba- 
bir of a Pope, with a triple crowne vpon his 
head, accompanied with Saint Peter, Saint Paul, 
andSaint lobtn the Euangeliſt, The blefled chutd 
fixed her eyes vpon Chriſt , and he likewite 
looked vpon her with a tweete , louely ; and 
ſmiling couritcnance, and gave her bis bleſvg;: 
and ſhe was fo tranſported with this vition, 
that her brother could not bring her to herielte 
by calling vpen her, vntill taking her by the 
arme he pullcd her away. And then ſhe wake- 
ned as it weic out of a dead flcepe, and faid 
vnto him. O brother , if you could fee What 1 
haue ſeen ,you would neuer defire to remonejrom 
this place , then turning ber eyes againe, ſhe 
perceiued that the viſion was quite vaniſted, 
and ſhe wept moſt bitterly , for that her cycs 
were deprived of that obie&t which had affo1d- 
cd a wondertull content and recreation vnto 
ker mind.From this time forward,cf 2 child and 
litle girle as ſhe was,ſhe feemed to be changed 
into a ſaicd and ancient woman for igdgment 
and prudence: and , as ſhe told afterwards ber 
Conteſlarius, Raymundus de Capua , at thus 
time ſhe knew by revelation the liues of the 
ancient holy fathers and Hermits, and of diuer- 
ſe other Saints, but particularly the life ot Saint 
Dominick, and ſhe had a moſt ferucnt and car- 
neſt deſire to imitate them in what ſhe could, 
ſhe wzs much giuen to prayer , and kept filence 
moſt rigorouſly, and abridged herſe}: of part 
ct ker ordinary mcales , to begin by times to 
Pradile a.:fiinence. And diverſc other girles of 
ihe tage azedehired to keepe her companie in 


this holy courſe , for the wonderfull delight 
they tooke to heare her ſweete and comforts. 
ble diſcourſes , and for a holy emulation th 
had to imitate her vertues, With thele litle 
children ſhe would ſhut herſelf vp in & roome, 
and there they diſcipined themſelves, The de. 
fire (Fe had to jmitate the holy fathers of the 
detert prew dayly greater and greater , where. 
fore one day taking with her, only a loafe of 
bread ſhe went out of the city, and catred very 
toytull into acaue, which ſhe found in 4 deſert 
place, There ſhe prayed and was much com. 
torted by the holyGhoſt, who notwithſtanding 
commanded her to return to her Parentshou- 
ſc, as ſhe did.From the time that ſhe was (ez 
wen yeares old ſhe was ſo inflammed with the 
lone of her ſpouſe , our Saviour Ieſus Chiiſ, 
and with a deſire of copſecrating vnto lumber 
ſoule pure and clcane ,that ſhe made 4 yow 
ot perpetuall Chaſtity, humbly begging ot our 
bletied Lady , that ſecing sbe Was the faſt of al 
% omen tat by vow bad dedicated her wirginn 
vnto God, sbe Yowuld wouckſaſe to gine and offer 
ber for 4 ſpouſe unto ber bleſſed ſoune. For that 
as fur her part the had promiſed to admit no 6 
ther ſponije auring the Wbole comſe of ber lift 
then him. Atter ſhe had made ihis voy ſhein- 
clined very much to take I Religious courſe: 
and wnen ſhe ſaw any Religious perſon , cſpe- 
cially of Saint Dominicks order , paſſe by the 
houſe, it was wondertull what joy and fatisfa« 
ion ſhe found in her ſoule, and how cheet- 
ivily ſhe ſept out of the houſe , tor to kiſſe 
with all humility the ground, ypon which 
tley hadtroad.The defire ſhe had to embrace 
that kind of hte ſtill increaſing moreand mo- 
re in her, For although ſhe was yery deuout 
toall the Saints,yet ſhe inclined with more ft: 
vorable aftection to thoſe who had imploied 
themſelues moſt in winning ſoules to God, 
which that holy order did mott particularly pros 
telle, And ſhe had ſcucrall thoughts in her 
mind , how ſhe might come to liue my 
thoſe Rel1g10us men, by diſguiling her ſexe, 
being a woman , and this mecrly torto helpe 
and further the conuerfion of ſoules, Such 
tournace -of devine Joue was burning in her 
biealt trom her childhood. But our Lorddiuer- 
ted her trom all ſuch defignes ; and adorned 
ber with (orare and eminent vertues, thather 
brothers wondred,ker Patents were aſtoniſhed, 
and all that knew her , were ſtrangely ſtric- 
ken and amazed. 

When this holy virgin was come to thoſe 
yeares that ſhe was now marigeable , her Par 
rents began to thinke of 4 husband for her, 
nut knowing, that ſhe had wade a vow ofpet- 
pctuall chattity. But the Saint was wuch grieued 
at bart that they mentioned mariage vnto het, 
thouph ſhe diflembled it. For on the one fide 
ſhe had a greatreſpeR and Icue tor her Patents, 
whom {1.c did not defixe to contiifiate wy 


ut then to break ber faith and promts made to 
© Chit, and not ſtand to what ſhe had wowed, 


thing ; and on the other , ſhe was refolu- 
t letermined rather to dic a thouſand deaths, 


Her iter Bonauentura , that was 4 married 
man, for whom the Virgin had a moſt fin. 
lar affetion , aduiſe] her, though ſhe reſol- 

G loot to martie , yet to drefle herſclf like 

other ſecular and vaine young women ., 

the better tO conccale and couer her'intecn- 
ons, and tO giue this wages to her 

ts, The holy virgin followed this 
eel of her ſiſter, but did pennance for it 

{| her life after, and lamented it with aboun- 

nce of teares , thinking that ſhe had com- 

wited hercin a moſt greeuous offence. with in 

: while aſter her ſiſter Bonauentura dyed in 
dil4 bed ,and Saint Catharine vnderſtood by 
(evelation. that it was 2 puniſhment for ha- 
 counſelled her to drefſe and trim her- 
{lt yp io that ſecular manner. It was reuecaled 
nt -her alſo that Bonanentura was at teſt 
ger 3 ſharp purgatory , which ſhe indured tor 
akon of this ſin, So diſpleafing it is to our 
Lotdto divert , intimidate , or coole in their 
holy purpoles and reſolutions thoſe that do 
to df to ſerue him. Her Parents were very 
ach m_ her m_ ; yu on t 
netimes with threats and hard viage , fomett- 
mes with (weetnes and fair ſpeeches. And ſhe 
cingmuch afflicted at it, cut her owne haire of, 

R_ were exceeding comely, thereby to 

vive the world to vnderſtand that ſhe wasre- 
ved never to marrie. This vexed her Parents; 

Notherefore rebuked her ſhatply with words, 
wd ytre no leſſe rough in their carriage to- 
yuG her : making her 2 drudge to ſerue in 
theiichine and to do all vile ſeruices in the 
houſe 2nd the holy Virgin po_ - _ 
matnellous peace and ioy of her ſoule: for ſhe 
hlbitia ber hart a cell andſecret retirement, 

plete, amidſt all extrinſecall troublesand mo- 
klatidns ſhe repoſed moſt quictly; ſweetly and 
lniyly intertaining herſcif with her beloued 

Pole, and never gavic the leaſt ſighe ofany 
I wh mind -- —_— = _ 
ai yrought at length this ettect , that a 
ae toynderſtand r this was the work of 
Go, checially her fathet , who was certain 
baths laughget followed oy inſpitation __-_ 

U%tion of the holy Ghoſt : for that one day 

y 1 Was at her prayers in 2 litle —_— 

4 httng vpon her a white doue ; whic 

Preſenitly Fahed, And from that time he com- 

waitd that-no bodie ſhould trouble or hin- 

bis daughter ; but leaue ber to her felfe, 
tht the might follow the calling of Almighty 
ly virgin \ h comforte 

Vith this folntion of her father , but much 

a yith 4 reuclation of Saint Dominick, 

= Ppearing vnto her , offered her the ha- 


Saint Catharine of Sienna Virgin. 
| and promiſed her that infallibly ſhe ſhould en- - 


ioy it, For which tauour ſhe rendered him infinit 
thanks : and hauing now perſwaded her Pa- 
rents and her brothers not to interrupt or 
trouble her in her execiſcs of picty , ſte began 
to lead a life far aboue the ſtraine of mortall 
men. She tound out alitle roome a part , quiet 
and ſecret, for to recolle& herſelf in , and at- 
tend to pennance. She abſtained from all fleſh, 
and cuen from her childhood vicd to cat of it 
very ſparingly. She drunke only water , and 
weuld ſcarcely ever taſt any thing that was 
warme. Her ordinary fare was 2 litle bread, 
and ſome raw herbes, and from the twen- 
ticth yeare of her age , ſhe paue oucr eating 
bread, and ſuſtained her body with only herbes; 
Her bed was only bords : ſhe wore about her 
lides next to the skin a chaine of iron, which 
Was 1o ſtraight that it cate into her fleſh; ſhe 
had io maſtered fleepe ,that ſhe ſcarte tooke 
any reſt at all. She diſciplined herſelf three 
times a day with an iron chaine, imitating he 
rein her holy father Sairit Do.ninuck, and each 

time tooke ypan hower and halte , and great 

itreames of blood ran downe from her body: 

tor ſhe deſired by her blood to repay ourLord 
what he bad ſhed for our finns vpon the 

Crotle, By theſe fo EY afflictions 
and mortitications ſhe had extrem 


much more to thetii, when ſhe put on the ha« 
bit of Saint Dominick , for ſhe thought t hat 
this new habit obliged ber to more perfe- 
ction and greater feruor, Therefore ſhe was 
wont to ſpeake thus to herſelf; Remember that 
this black, and white babit is continually preach« 
ing wnto thee , that thou art to be dead to the 
vorls, and muſt with all endeauonr and indaftrie 
procure the perfettion of thy ſoule.” And the bet- 
ter to attaine this perfe&ion , ſhe was three ye» 
ares without ſpeaking to any body , vales it 
were in Confeſſion. And kept her cell conti- 
nually ;neucr ſtirring out of it but only to go 
to the Church; In the night time whilſt the 
Dominicans , whom ſhe called her bretheren, 
were reciting , ſhe was watching in prayer and 
praifing aur Lord: and when they entred 
the Quire for to fing Matines ; ſhe laid herſelf 
downe vpon the bords for to take ſome ſmall 
reſt; with a peece of wood vnder het head for 
a bolſter ; and ſhe choſe this time for her reſt; 
tor that ſhe thought ſhe left others in her roo- 
me for to praiſe and honour our Lord : who 
often appeared vnto het, and taught her what- 
ſocuer was requilite tor the dire&tion of her 
ſoule. And ſhe confeſſed that Ieſus Chriſt had 
bin her Maſter, inſpiring her,or els appearing 
vato her ; and inſtrufting her in all that ſhe 
was to do. But who is there; that can ſet daws 
ne all the vertues of this moſt chaſt virgin? 
who can tell vs the tentations and afflictions 


litoſthe bſters of that order,called Penitents, 


:ch ſhe ſuffered ? who can declare the ex 
which ſhe ſutter w_ cedar 


y weakened * 
her tender virginall body : and yet ſhe added 
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trrordinary comforts and fauours which ſhe re- 
cciued from our Lord? who can reckon the in» 


Arxitt finite miracles he v—_— by her ? who can 


ſufficiently explicate the fruit and benefit which 
ſhe hath brought to the whole world , by her 
exemplar life, by her doArine , by her trauells 
and pilgrimages ? There are ſuch rare and ex- 
celicnt things recounted of this holy virgin , 
that they do ſeeme incredible , and might wel! 
be eſteemed ſuch , if the Authors that do write 
them as eye-witnefics, were not molt graue 
men , worthy of all credit;and if the goodnes 
and {weetnes of our Lord towards pure, and 
holy ſoules were not infinitly greater then 
mans vnderſtanding can conceiue and compre» 
hend, We will here touch and ſet brietly dow- 


\ne ſome few of thoſe many or rather infinite 


things which might be ſaid of her. 

Our Lord Iefus Chriſt, her Spouſe, did go- 
uern her , and treate with herſo tamiliarly,and 
appeared vnto her fo often, whulit ſhe prayed, 
rcad , meditated;, watched , or ſlept , that he 


ſeemed to be continually with her : and ſo- 


metimes whilſt ſhe was conuerſing with others, 
he- would recreate her with his fight , fo that 
in her hart ſhe ſpoke with Chriſt , and with 
her tongue to men. Once as ſhe was prayivg, 
he appearcd vnto her ,and ſaid : knoWveſt. thou 


| Aaughter ,who 1 am, and who thou art ? thou 


sbalt be happie when thou knoweſt ite. T am who 
am , thou art who art not. An other time he 
ſpoke thus vato her. My dears daughter think of 
me, and 1'will always think of thee, and take care 
of thee. From theſe few words Saint Catharine 
drew ſublime and moſt wholſome docrine.For 
firſt ſhe gathered the confidence we ought to 
haue in the deuine Prouidence, and vnderitood 
what a tatherly care our Lord hath of thoſe 
who are his ſeruants, in their proſperity and 
aduerfity , on carth and on the ſea, in health 
and in ficknes, in life and in death. And how 
tree' and diſpoſleſied a Chriſtian mans hatt 
ought to be bf all carthly things, and hoy ſe- 
tled and grounded in the deuine Prouidence , 
for to let himſelt be gouerned thereby , and 
to accept indifterently from that blefled hand, 
without euer grudging or repining,the various 
and different occurrences of human lite, as well 
thoſe which arc common to all , as ſuch which 
are particular to ourſclues. And ſhe writ an 
admirable treatiſe ot Gods Providence, where- 
in ſhe fanh that our Lord had tarzbt ber to 
build in her joule 4 prinat Cloſet , flrongly 
wvaulted With the denine Pronidence , and to kee- 
pe herſelf always cloſ/e and retired there, without 
euer putting band or toote out of it;for that by this 
meanes she should find pegce, quiet , and eternall 


repoſe in her ſoule; and no ſtorm, no tempeſt , or | 


tribulation could aiſiurbe or interrupt it. From 
this dcfrine allo ſhe came to the knowlege 
of herſelf, for to humble and countound her 


in her owne nothing, and to admire and prai- | 


ſc the ſoueraine goodnes of God , and raiſin 
hciſelf vp vnto it, to drowne and plunge hex. 


ſelf in the deepe abyſle of Gods immenſity ang 4 


other infinite perte&ions , for to ſerve him 
with moce ardent defires and devine affe. 
ions , and to acknowlege that whatſoever 
ſhe did for him was nothing, and toconfider 
herſelt the greateſt and vileſt {inner in the worlg 
for any the leaſt fault ſhe committed, By this 
holy dottrine ſhe aduanced dayly in perfeRion; 
and the devill, who vas imacd toſce himſelt 
maſtered by a weake and tender virgin, did not 
ceaſe to tempt and afflict her aboue meaſure, 
hoping at length to gaine the vidorieot her, 
who was armed with the Spirit of our Lord and 
gardcd by his ſtrong proteftion, But thisſame 
Lord preuented him , and warned the Saint jg 
prepare herſelf, and embrace the Croſſe Contagiau- 
[ly,and efteeme things that are ſweet to te bitter, 
and on the contr ary thoje that are bitter to be ſyee+ 
te; and to reioice and take delight in tribulatun;, 
Which ſhe performed fo completly that ſhe had 
no greater 1oy and comfort,then to ſuffer afflifi. 
ons and paines, yithout which ſhe vicd to fay her 
life would haue bin very tedious and irkſome, 
She perceiued alſo that they did conduce ye 
much to encreaſe her glory in heauen, whi 
ſhe knew very well would be ſo much the 
greater, by how much her paines and troubles 
ſhould be ſharper : when our Lord then had 
armed her in this manner , he permitted the 
deuills co tempt her for the greater trial! and 
proote of her vertue. And they preſently mo+ 
leſted her with moſt foule and abominable 
imaginations , and impure dreames, repreſen- 
ting to her Fancy and thoughts ſuch obicks as 
her pure ſoule did abhorre and deteſt more 
then death. And ſhe on the contrary for to 
driuc them away , afflited her body , diſciplin* 
ing it with an iron chaine , and would not 
Rand to wordit with the deuill , knowing that 
he is to crafty and ſubtle , and ſo long prafti 
ſed in fraud and deceit that he can eafily be- 
guile any body that will liſten vnto him.One 
day when thedewill had made her a cruell war 
by repreſenting vnto her eyes and cares molt 
vnbelceming things, and ye: went away moſt 
ſhametully ouercome : our Lord ſhewed hime 
ſelf vnto her ,and ſhe moſt louingly complatr 
ning ſaid vato him : vhere were 30x 0 Jearef 
ſbouſe , that you did ſo abandon me ? f was vith 
thee my beloned fpouje,faith our Lord, To whom 
ſhe replyed : and bow Was it poſſible you hould 
be With me ,who bad in my bart ſuch filthit 
thoughts, and foule imaginations ? dide# thos 
take delight in them ? ſaid Ciriſt, 04 20, ſaid 
the Virgin , for they put ane to great paine al 
torment, In this then was thy merit , and ttt 
affliiftion which theſe thoughts did cauſe thee v4 
the fruit of thy combat Sohich F tooke pleaſure 
behold,refintng all the time in thy bart and um 


niſtring vnto thee force and grace jor 0 f Jo 


— ” ft an an av ic ac totes an. wa 


© PPE: c-os- 


oS = 


== 


FEES 


| vine and trouble which one hath in naughty 
| thiughts ,and the labour of repelling and caſting 


- vximpoſſible to get any thing oy this fort of 


+ aur arionſly » 49 $01 the vifory. For he 
Fi ueth x. that yeeldeth no conſent : and the 


them from bim . 4 a fizne that the ſoule commits 
w fault , which ſuffereth them againſt her Yell. 
the was long time afflifted with theſe abſurd 
and foule imaginations 4 which was 2 mcer 
tell ynto her pureſt ſoule. Our Lord fo per. 
nitting it for the virgins greater glory and 
richer crowne ; and for a greater contuſion, 
werthrow., and ruin of the infernall ſerpent , 
who ſetting vpon her fo often, and continu- 
ino his aſſaults and batteries ſo long 4 time 
wether , and ſo furiouſly could neuer giuc 
ker any deſeate or foile, But on the coatrary 
ill his tentations and rude combats were mats 
ter of merit and of cacreaſe in vertue to the 
Kint, and occaſioned her a more glorious and 
rnowned triumph. whilſt ;theſe tentations las 
fed, Saint Catharine ſpent all the tiaze ſhe 
conld in the Church ; for ſhe ynderſtood: well 
2nd found it ſo by experieace, that in that ho- 
hplacethe deuill had leſſe power to tempt and 
qercome her. But when he perceiued that it 


ions, or to work the leaſt impreſſion 

won that virginall and impregnable hart , he 

his manner of battcrie , and deuiled 

iney way for to trouble her, and to make her 

rkatin her good purpoſes, and looſe the ver- 

tie of patience. And he hoped to bring it about 
by this meanes. * 

The holy virgin had taken vpon her to 
telþeand cure an old widow , that had a can- 
terin her breaſt, which was become {ſo loath- * 
ſome, that there was no body that was able 
to endure the fight of it , or euen to abide the 
flthie ſkeach that came from it ; and yet Saint 
Catharine attended her with incomparable 
Charity and cheerfulnes. The deuill ſeeing that 
te could not divert her from this moſt chari- 
kble imploiment by all the art he had ved, 
thowht he might ſerue himſelf of this very 
Voman as of a moſt fit inſtrument to work 
lis defpne, Therefore he made her to- turn 
ber remedie into poiſon , roſes into thiſtles , 
andthe charitable aſſiſtance which ſhe recei- 

hom the holy virgin into ill will and ha- 
tred. Infne by the deuills inſtigation the wo- 
malsfolly proceeded ſo far, that ſhe gaue out 
8nt Catharine was 4 fond and light wo- 
W:and being demanded whether this which 
ſte had publiſhed of her, were true, ſhe did not 
kK to confirm what ſhe had ſaid. But the 
at y2s not troubled at it, and rather increa- 
"nr afetion,care ,and diligence in attend- 
0g2nd ſeruing the patient ſhe hadin hand, who 
48 0y far more fick in ſoule then in body. 
cagoured” by all manner of humility 
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her to ———_— and to be ſorry for 
her fin. She ma 


him that was both witnes and author of her 
innocency and purity, to take in hand thede- 
tenſe of it. And our Lord appeared vnto her 
with two crownes, the one of moſt pure and 
refined gold in his right hand , and the other 
of thorns in his left : and bid her chooſe which 
of theſe two crownes ſhe would have. And ſhe 
made anſwer , Lord my deſire tn this life is to 
conforme myſelf the oft that can be, to your boly 
Paſſion : and my greateſt delights are to partake 
vrb you in your paines. Then taking the cro- 
wne of thornsfrom our Sauiours hand, ſhe ſet 
it vpon her head, and prefled it fo cloſe that 
it put her to great paine.Our Lord commanded 
her to continue the attendance of that wo- 
man 3 for that he would haue care to conſerue 
her honour and reputation, as it ſoone appea- 
red. For the fick woman caine to acknowlege 
her fault and the ſanctity of S. Catharine by 2 
viſion which ſhe had, wherein Saint Cathari« 
ne was repreſented vato her tull of brightnes 
and Maieſty. By meanes of which viſion ſhe 
was quite confounded and aſhamed of her 
ſelf , and confeſſed the integrity of the holy 
Virgin , and in what ſtate ſhe had ſeen her ; 
and recalled whatſocuer ſhe had ſpoken to her 
diſhonour , acknowledging that ſhe had gree- 
ouſly offended, therein ; and humbly deman- 
ded: pardon for having flaundered her. Thus 
the dcuill who fought to diffame.Saint Ca» 
tharine ,and make her looſe patieace, and de- 
fiſt from the good work ſhe had begun, was 
confounded , hut not for all that wearied of 
perſecuting her:tor he found out an other oC- 
cahon to trouble her ancw , which was in this 
manner. Among other pious and deuout affe« 
ions which our Lord had commmunicated to 
the holy virgin, one wasa moſt fingular deuos 
tioa to the moſt holy Sacrament of the Al- 
tar, wherewith ſhe wasſo paſſionatly taken and 
inflamed, that' the day , in which ſhe did not 
communicate,ſhe was cuen readie to dic.and as 
oiten as ſhe did receiue the | bleſſed Sacrament, 
her ſoule was ſo repleniſhed with a heauenly 
ioy, that it redounded to the body , making it 
ſo vigorous , that it needed not any materiall 
{ultenance, which ſhe c ould not take with- 
out great paine ariddifficulty. The dewill tooke 
hence occaſion toafflict her, railing a ſuſpicion 
of fraud and deccit in all that ſhe did, and 
ſtirring vp 4 ſcandall and muxmuring not only 
among vulgar and ordinarie people , but allo 
among ſpirituall and devout pertons. For cuen 
her Ghoitly father , who at that time was One 
Friar Thomas a Domincan , not —— 
what to think of it , did force her to cate;and 
the Saint , for to obey him,vſed fuck violence 
with berſelf , that it was like to colt her her 


nes to ſoften and mitigate the hard 
A that miſerable Creature , and to bog | 


life. For to take away all occaſion of wonder= 
ing 


c alſo her recourſe to her 30, 
{weet ſpouſe with many teares , beſecching apainy 
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ing and ſcandall, ſhe ſat downe at bord with | ing her mouth and noſe to the womang to; 
the reſt and rived to ſuck ;in the iuice of | ten and cankered ſoare, held it fo for 4 pood 
but it was always with much | while , vatill ſhe found that the fleſh had (b. 
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paine and preiudice ofher health : tor ſhe telt 
moſt terrible gripes in her Romach , which 
neuer ceaſed vntill ſhe had rendred vp again 
that litle food ſhe had taken , before it could 
ſettle. Which torment ſhe accepted of in ſatis- 
fa&ion ſor her fins , praiſing our Lord for 
puniſhing them by this meanes in this lite, and 
not reſeruing the paine due vnto them for 
the cther world. She was wont to ſay as ſhe 
was going to fit downe at the table for to 
eate , let vs go take the punis/ ment due 10 this 
miſerable ſinner. Our Lord dclucied her at 
length trom this tribulation.for thoſe who di- 
refcd her conſcience vnderſtanding that God 
did gouerne and rule herin all her aftions,tor- 
 badc herto force herſelf to cate; and all that 
knew the holines of her life, did admire 1t,and 
give praiſes to our Lord for the rare and ex- 
traordinaty ways which he vieth with his 
Saints. But the devill , though he had bin ſo 
often ouercome , gaue not ouer to aſlalt 
her ſtill /and Chriit our Lord , the virgias 
ſpouſe permitting it , vttered all his rage and 
bitternesagainſther ,tormenting her weakeand 
feeble body with ſo many and ſuch cruell paines 
and diſeaſes , that it could hardly be beleeued 
if it wete not teſtified by [thoſe who ſaw it. 
She bad nothing lett her but skin and bones, 
and was become a perfc& pifture of death. The 
n:arks and prints of the ſtripes and wounds 
which the deuill gaue her, appeared in her 
body. Sometimes the wicked fiend threw her 
into the fire , and ſhe came ſmiling out of it 
without any harme, and all that he could do, 
was not able to niake her 1clenti, but did 
rather increaſe her fcruor , as blowing doth 
more enkindle the fire : for ſill gaining itren- 
oth out of weakenes ſhe prayed more, and 
tooke greater paines to the admiration of all 
that ſaw her, Such was the force and vertue 
of her ſpirit, and ſo invincible was the pati- 
ence and perſeucrance, wherewith her ſpouſe 
had armed her, 

What ſhall I ſay of her perpetuall mortifh- 
cation , and the heroicall ations which ſhe 
did for to overcome herſelf, which are rather 
to be admired then imitated ? Once as ſhe was 
dreſſing that old widows ſoare breaſt, which 
we mentioned betore , ſhe feit a moit loath- 
ſome Rench , which turned her Romach, and 
did very much annoy het : and perceiving the 
tentation of the dewl , who endeauoured to 
divert her trom fo good a work , with gene- 
nerous indignation againſt herſelf ſhe ſaid, 
What ? haſt thou an auerſion from thy ſiſter that 
Was redeemed With the pretions blood of Tejurs,as 
Well as thy elif ? mazes thou not tall into the 
ſame inf: rmity , or into ſome other yet worſe ? fie 
#1 a) with this ſqueamishnis, And then apply- 


mitted to the ſpirit, Another time ſhe gig 3 
thing worthy of greater admiration, For as 
ſhe had opened the ſame foare, the ſtench of 
it did quite oucrcome her ſtomack. And yet 
for all that ſhe waſhed it and made it clean 
and gathering the putrified matter into 4 dh 
with great feruor of faith ſhe drunk it vp and 
preſcntly vpon this the tentation ceaſed and 
the told tather Raymundus,her Ghoſtly father, 
that in all the days of her life ſhe had neye; 
drunk nor eaten any thing fo {weete and G 
voury. And rhe night following our Lord Je- 
ſus appeared vnto her ;and in reward and te. 
compenle of that glorious victory over herſelf 
opened vnto her the wound ofhis ſacred} fide 
and made her drink 4 moſt pretious and de. 
vine liquour flowing from thence, Which dif 
ſo recreate her ſoule , that it redounded al 
vpon her body. Thus did this holy virgin han. 
dle and treat herſelf ; and theſe are the exam: 
ples which ſhe lett vs of pertc& mortification, 
of patience and mcekenes, But the examples 
of her charity towards her neigbours are full 
as admirable , whom ſhe conſidered as living 
images of Chriſt, and aſſiſted and ſerved then 
as Chriſt him{elt. She demanded leaue of her 
Conteſlarius to giue almes to the poore, and 
hauing obtained it , ſhe was ſo liberall that 
whatſocuer ſhe could get, ſhe diſtributed + 
monglt them , and particularly on thoſe that 
were baſhfull and aſhamed to aske: Once 
when her body was extremly ſwelled ,and(he 


{ſo weake that ſhe could hardly ſtand , ſhe 


heard of a poore widow burdened with chil 
dren , that was in great want. ſhe begged of 
our Lord to give her ſo much ſtrength # 
might ſuffice to help that poore creature; 
and getting vp earcly in 4 thorning, ſhe tooke 
a ſack full of wheate , a veſſell of wine ,an 
other of oyle, with other things which were 
very heauic ; and gathering them as well asſhe 
could about her , carried them all to the wis 
dows houſe and there lett them; and then not 
being able to return home for wearines a0 

taintnes, ſhe begged ſtrength of our Lord, and 
he granted her as mvch as was neceſfatic 
for her togo home. She was vpona time praj* 
ing in Saint Dominicks Church , and ſome 
poore body asked her an almes ; 'ſhe hauing 
nothing then about her but a litle filuer crolie 
gaue it him. eAnd that night our Lord appe#* 
ring to her ſhewed her the ſame crofſe now 
all beſett with pretious ſtones , apd promiſed 
that at the generall day of iudgment he will 
ſhew it inthe preſence of all men and Angells 
Another time, as ſhe was comming home iron 
Church, Chriſt our Lord came vnto her like 
a poore young man anda pilgrime,and begged 


a coate ot her; ſhe went back into tl. Clusch 
ana ww: 


Saint Catharine of Sienna, Virgin; 


-=\ there ſectetly taking of her vnder gar- 
_ and brought it to the poore man, 

It file knowing that it was Izſus in his owne 
© »erſon : but he asked her alſo for a ſhirt , ſhe 
1 him follow her to her houſe, and there 
tooke of the linen ſhe wore herſelf,and gaue 

; him: but he not content with all this de- 
manded of her more cloaths as well for him- 
If as for 4 companion of his : and the bleſſed 
rint not knowing how to content him, for 

ſhe had nothing elle left her, was very much 
zfidcd. But in the _ our Lord appeared 
yato her againe in the fame ſhape, and ſhew- 
inpher what ſhe had beſtowed vpon him, which 
y15now moſt bright and ſhining , promiſed 

to give her an inuifible garment , which ſhould 
keepe her from all cold both of body and ſoulc. 
There was 2 veſlell of wine in the houſe, 
which the virgin drew for the poore as my 

had need, and yet thoſe of the houſe drun 

fit, This pecce of wine laſted much longer 
thenitcould haue don if ithad not bin common 
 vith the poore. But all theſe almes were gi- 
ven out of the goods and meanes of her Pa- 
tents. It was a greater work of mercy , and 

a better almes to ſerue poore fick people de- 
flute of all helpe , as ſhe did. There was in 
Sena a poore woman called Tecca, fick, and 
covered all ouer with a leprofie, For which 
reaſon no body loocked after her , but euery 

die avoided her for feare of infeRion , and 
thought of caſting hex ovt of the city, When 
Yint Catharine heard of it , ſhe went ynto 
ber,and offered herſelf to ſerue her.She viſited 

ker twice, 3 day in the morning and in the 
eutning, and brought her all things neceſlary. 

By ths charity the woman that ſhould hauec 

bin mote humble and thankfull , became 
proud and haughty : and inſteed of being gra- 
forthe paines and care the virgin rooke 

about her, ſhe began to re vile and perſecute 
pretending that what was done of pure 

ly and compaſſion , was due to her by 

gation of juſtice. Whereby we may ſec 
viat anis, and of what clay we are moul- 
(&d;and learn alſo the ways which God hath 
to prove his Saints. Saint Catharine was no- 
any itoubled at this , nor relented one iott 
0 herafetion and charity towards the poore 
"cre for her crofle humour and vanto- 
wane, but rather with greater care and ala- 
I endeauoured to ſhew her more ſweetnes 
ct for to content and pleaſc her. And 

her vertue and charity might appe- 

LR enote,God permitted her hand to be in- 
* lyiththat toath fome diſcaſe.But ſhe made 
"hg ws of it, nor of the danger there was 
keld drun over all her body. She {till 
0 her charitable function, and ſcrued 
Patient till her death , and then with her 


— 


cleancr and whiter then they were ever be- 
fore. An other woman called Palmeriana,ofthe 
order of Penitents of Saint Dominick , by the 
inſtigation of the deuill , tooke fo ſtrange & 
hatred againſt Saint Catharine , that it can 
hardly be belecued. For ſhe could not enJure 
to ſee her nor to heare any body ſpeake of 
her, and befides other times, once particularly 
commanded her to be thruſt out ot her houſe; 
nor could be brought to be reconciled for any 
ſeruice the virgin did her, nor cuen for Aa grees 
vous ficknes which God ſent her in puniſh- 
ment of thisfin.But at length when the vahap« 
pie woman was at the very point of death, and 
ſill perfiſted obſtinate in ber hatred and per- 
verſe will ;Saint Catharine proſtrating herſelf 
in the preſence ofour L ord, with great feruor 
and many teares prayed for her ; faying that 
she would not riſe from the place Where che lay 
proftrat, untill be took compaſſion of that miſe« 
rable ſoule. And her praycr was heard : for the 
woman hauing bin three days in her agony, 
could not die , vntill our Lord touched her 
hart ſo powerfully thatit grew ſoſt , and ſhe 
acknowledged and conteiled her fault, andaf< 
ter ſhe had receiucd the Sacraments , gaue vp 
her ſoule to God, The like fauour to this 
ſhe obtained for diverſe others that were ill 
diſpoſed , and readie to fall into hell ; for by 
her prayers they were conuerted and faued 2 
and there was nothing ſhe longed and thiſted 
after ſo much as the ſaluation of ſoules. Among 
theſe there was one Andrew a rich bourgele 
of Siena , a moſt peruerſe man,enemie of God 
and his Saints , whom he did often blaſpheme. 
this man drawing towards his end , would 
not confeſſe his fins , nor heare of any thing 
that was pood for his ſoule and conſcience 2 
and yet by the teares and prayers of this holy 
virgin, he came to himſelf, went to confeſſion; 
made his will , and paſled happily out of this 
life. Two famous theeues were kad to exc 
cution, tyed and tortured in one cart , who in« 
ſteedoflamenting their fins andaccepting the= 
ir puniſhmentas a fatisfaftion for them , wente 
like two damned deuills, renouncing and bla« 
ſpheming God. Saint Catharine faw them in 
the cart , and together with them 2 multitude 
of dewills prouoking and inciting them to 
blaſpheme and curſe; and being moued with 
compaſhon begged that ſhe might go in the 
cart with them to the city-gates, And there by 
her prayers and interceſſion our bleſſed Sauis 
our ſhewed himſelf to the theeues all bloody 
and tull of wounds, moſt ſweetly and louins 

ly inviting them to pennance, aad promiſing 
them pardon it they would repent and be for- 
rie. They did fo , and contefied and lamented 
their fins, proteſting that they deſerued toen- 
dure infinitly greater torments for them ,and 


"Wc hands waſhed the cor it i 
ps, Wrapt it in the 
ating beets, and buricd it, And alter this 


wondcrivlly praikng and bleſſing our Lord for 
Hees having 
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ſhe remained ſound and whole, and het hands —ow 


APRILL 


- _— — ——_— "p—— — I - — 


297 


20, 


 hauing vſed fo great mercy and goodnes to- 
wards them that were ſo vaworthy of it, An 


APRILY Other conuerſion was no lefſe maruellous,to wit 


ofa citizen of Sicna , named Tames Tolomet, 
a rough , barbarous , and cruell fellow , that 
had killed two men, and lived like a paynim, 
and would hauc hindered his two filters from 
ſcruing God in 4 ſtate of perfcion. For aſter 
Saint Catharine had prayed tor him, he made 
a wondertull conucrhon to the aſtonſhwcnt 
of all thoſe that knew him. And it ſucceedeu 
no otherwiſe with an other called Nares, 
that was a wicked man, cnemic of all |pcace 
and quiet, that drew all that city into braw- 
les and ſutes in law. For the viigia having 
ſpoken with him,quite changed hu, and made 
him leaue his wickednes and cuntentious hu- 
mour , {o that of 4 fierce and furious lyoa he 
became apeatlc an: quict lamb. Who can num- 
ber all thoſe obſtinate finners whow {he vio» 
voht back from the very mouth of heli ? and 
all. thoſe perions, toil: and rowliag in the 
ſpatious and hideous ſea ot wordly cuſtomcs 
and vanitys, whom ſhe recoucred , and drew 
into a ſafe hauen,by a pertc& contempt of the 
world and all its fooleries? an infinite nuinber 
of men and woinen came to ſee her , and with 
only looking on her, became compuntt and 
contrite ;and with aboundance of teares caſt 
themſelues at the feete of a Pricit for to con- 
feſle their fins. So that Pope Gregory the ele- 
uenth gaue moſt ample faculties to the virgins 
Conteifarius and two others, his companions, 
and full power to hcare confeſſions , and to 
abſoluc from reſerued caſes, all that ſhould 
come and confeſle their fins to them, 
She that did fo much gocd to ſtrangers, it is 
no wonder if (he vſcd greater charity towasds 
her Parents that had brought her into the 
world. When hes father was very fick of that 
infirmity of which he dyed , the virgin beg- 
ped of our Lord , if it were not his holy 
will to ptolong his life , yet at leaſt to tree 
kim trom the paines of Purgatory, offering 
herſelf to fſatisiy for his fins in this life, Our 
Lord kcard her prayer , and at the inſtant that 
his ſoule departed from his body, ſhe was {eized 
vpon With a tcrnible paine in her fide , which 
laſted all her lite. Her mother Lapa , a good 
woman , but ſomewhat ſimple, who had a gre- 
at appichcntion and horror of death, being 
very fick , could not with patience heare any 
body ſpeake oi death, Wheretore the Saint 
telought her {poule not to take away her mo» 
ther, vntiil ine were better 16:igned to his holy 
will, But Laſa remaining till roo much ad» 
diftedaud wedwilto the pielent lite,our Lord 
Telus bid Saint Catharine tell her , that Jeerng 
She word not die then, she sbould baue jomany 
mniſeries befnil fer , that the time Would come 


that 5he wouid wis to we. And at laſt ſhe died 


and without coniciiivn, but her holy daughter 


Saint Catharine of Siena Virgin. 


ſhed ſo many teares for her before our Lord 
that he raiſcd her to life again , and ſhe 
lived till ſhe was fourſcore and nine Yea» 
res old, exceedingly wearicd and turmoiled 
withcares and labours and ſeuerall calamities 
as her bleſſed daughter had foretold her from 
Chriſt our Lord. 

Great was the loue of this moſt holy virgin 
towards her ncigbours for Chriſts ſake;which 
ſhe ſhewed in healing and curing their diſez 
{cs, in converting them, and bearing patiently 
with them: great was her loae of her Parent; 
which ſhe ſhewed them in their life and af. 
ter their death, But who wil be able ſuffici. 
ently to declare the burning and inflamed af- 
tection wherewith ſhe loued leſus Chriſt him 
ſelf , her moſt ſweet Spouſe and Lord ? and 
the ſingular graces and fauours with which 
he did cxalt her ,and made her admired by all 
and glorious in the world? this loue of Saint 
Catharine was ſo intenſe, exceſſive and devine 
that of loue and afftion ſhe was almol 
always ſick and languiſhing , faint and in 
4 manner quite conlumed with pure love of 
Chriſt. She told her Ghoſtly tather , that 4 
nar ſo great conſolation in ber ſoule , that the 
wondered bo it could abide in ber body, And 
that the fire which was burning in her breaſt vat 


ſo exceeding great and violent , that in ef 


of it the material fire ſeemed to be coll and fit 
Xe. And once this fire of loue became fo in- 
tenſe, that it tooke away her life , and'ſheya. 
truly dead for foure houres, in whichtime ſhe 
ſaw moſt ſtrange things concerning thegloy 
of the Saints, and paines of hell and Purgatory, 
But our Lord' would haye her to returne + 
gain to life , for to declare what ſhe had ſeen; 
tor to incourage the Juſt with the hope of 
glory and eternall retribution, and to terrif 
the wicked with the feare of hell and cuerlaſ 
ing torments. And becauſe ſhe was fo lov 
ing and faithfull , our Lord did ftrangely 
make much of her. and cheriſh her with molt 
extraordinary fauours. For once appearing 
vnto her in companie of his moſt bleſſed Mo- 
ther and diuerſe other Saints ,he eſpouſed her 
in a maruellous and ſingular manner, He vilite 
her almoſt continually with the greateſt fam 


liatity and affe&ion, and ſometimes he brougit 


with him the euer glorious virgin Mary , out 
Lady and othet Saints; though ordinarily be 


came alone , jand intcrtained her by reciting 
and finging the Pſalmes with her. WhichPlal 
mes the Saint, not being able to read them be 
tore , learnt miraculou 


ged it humbly of her 


y by hart , having beg 
poule, 

After ſhe had drunk of our Saujours fid 
(as we faid before) ſhe was ſo taken and 
uiſhed with the {wceetnes of her beloued,thit 
ſhe was always tranſported andraptinto 
high and ſublime contemplation , ſo that the 


ſenſitive part of hex toule remained as it WF 


dept 
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ir Lord! _ | deprived and deſtitute of its funftions. One | tious virgin. He diſcouered vnto her the —— 
nd the "TG tine be prayed to her ſpouſe to take from | beauty of toules, and the great loue he hath 37- 
ne yea- 4ullu ber ÞeT hart of fleſh and all ſelf will ; and it for them. And now well all the labour and APRILL 
rmoiled © 4 to her that Chiiſtcame , and opening | paines is imployed , which can be taken and 
lamiticy ter leſt fide tooke out her hart , and carried it | vndergon for the good of them. He gaue her 
her from away with him, And although this ſeemed to | 4 wonderfull knowlege and deuine light, whe» 
her confeſſarius a thing almolt incredible , be- | reby ſhe penetrated into the harts of thoſe, 
y virgin cauſe. ſhe told him be bad no hart : yet that | whom ſhe was todeale with, ſhe ſaw the tate 
©: which which happened afterwards » WAS 2 Certain ar- of their conſcience and whether they were in 
cir diſea« ment that it was true. Fora few days after, grace or in {in , and as if ſhe had read their 
patiently 4 the virgin was comming forth of 4 chapell | minds,ſodid ſheclearly vnderſtand all that was 
r Parents 1 Saint Dominicks Church » our Lord lefus | in them, And when ſometimes perſons of no 
e and af. zed vnto her in great brightnes , holding | good lite came vnto her with the maske of 
> (uffici. 1 his hand 2 ruddic hajt , moſt beautifull to | piety, and 1n their diſcourſe gaue (ignes that 
amed af hold, and comn:1ng to her put it into her | they were ſcruants of God , (he by this hea» 
riſt him kftfide, and aid : 22y daughter Catharine, now | venly light diſcouecred the filth of their ſoules; 
id } and ths ba my hart inſteed of thy owne; and hae | and turning away her taze would tcll them, 
h which wing aid this he cloied vp her fide again. And | that 5be could not endure the jill ſauour that 
:d by al that it wight be knowne that this was not 4 | came from them. She had alſo the guitt of pro- 
of Gaint eimagination , there remainedeuer after a | phefie ,and fo many reuclations aad heaucnly 
| devine " in her fide, which fomeot her compa- illuſtrations when ſhe communicated, that it is 
almoſt rions did often ſec, Belore this happened, ſhe | 4 thing almolt incredible, She was wonder- 
od is ted ro ſay to her ſpouſe in her prayer : -y | tully jdeuout to the blefſed Sacrament of the 
love of ld} recommend wnto you my hart ? but at- Altar ; and the day that ſhe recciued jr , or faw 
that the ter this ſhe ſaid : ary deare ſpouſe I recoms | it: you which is-more , if ſhe ſaw 2 Prieſt thar 
that the gud vat thee thy hart : The extafies which | had faid Maſſe that day , ſhe could take no 
ly, And tis bleſſed Saint hal , were ſo great and | corporall nourritare. Seuerall times ſhe beheld 
reaſt vat nt, and many of them laſted fo long, | in the hands of the Prieſt, that elevated the 
p 1eſþef tat it is not poſſible to explicate and decla+ | conſecrated hoſt.3 moſt beautifull child, ſomes 
and fit x them, Sometimes ſhe was raiſed vp in | times 4 burning fournace. Other .times ſhe 
ne ſo ins he aire ,-and her body remained ſRiffe and | ſmelt 3 moſt fragrant and celcſtiall odor. Ant 
heya innovcable , as if ſhe were dead, and felt no» | always when ſhe did ſee or receiue that holy 
time ſhe thing that they did vnto her ,no not any tor- | Bread of lite ,her pure ſoule was ſo recreated 
heglor nent which they vſed,, for to make her return | with the preſence of our Lord, that her hart 
rgatory, to herfelf, In one. of theſe extaſies ſhe diftated | did leape tor ioy, and was euen like to burſt, 
turne 2 tit admirable boock of prouidence , which | Frequently alſo our Lord communicated her 
ad ſeen; isn0y extant in print ,and was writen,as ſhe | with his owne hands, Wheretore we muſt not 
hope of ditued it, by one of her ſcribes, called Stee: | much wonder, that God did work ſo many 
d tetrif phe, who afterwards became 2 Carthuſian,and | wiracles by her. She hcaled many fick , cured 
euerlaſt ws Pnor of the Conuent of Pauia, Once pre- | thoſe that had the plague , recouered many 
ſo low ſent after ſhe had communicated in Saint | that were at the laſt gaipe, caſt forth deuills 
trangely Chriſlines chappell at Piſa , ſhe was cleuated | from bodies that they potlciſed, With a litle 
th molt ide aire , and preſently after ſhe knelt dow- | quantity of bread ihe ted a great number of 
pearing ge, and ſtretcht torth her armes, with 3 ſweet | people , and yet many tragments remained, 
ed Mo- adiniling countenance, bur her body was | She was once making bread of flower that 
uſed het iſe, and ber eyes ſhut , and in this poſture | was ſomewhat tanted, and the queen of An- 
e vilited temained for 4 good ſpace, vntill at length | gells came to helpe her to knead it, and it 
eft famb ſte fat ypon the ground , as if ſhe had re- | proucd to be excellent bread, moſt white and 
brought © Ctived me mortall wound, And when ſhe | {aucrie;and though ihe gave moſt plentifully 
ry , ou Came to herſelf, ſhe told her Ghoſtly father | of it to the poore , there itill remained agaod- 
arily bs "oat in this rapt owr Sauiour had imprinted in | quantity of it in the basket, She drew alfo ye« 
reciting Wd bis fiue ſacred Wounds, and that the pai- | ry good wine out of anemptie hogshead.She 
chPlal 3 Vhich they cauſed was ſo extreame great , eſ- obtained by her prayers for Father Raymun- 
xem be Pectally in ber fide , that she thought it impoſi= dus a feruent att ot contrition and ſorrow for 
ng beg: t fur ber to lzue if it had not bin ſomwhat mie | his ſins , tor father Thomas 2 great loue and 
beated. Though , as Saint Antoninus, Archbi- | deuotion : and for others ſo many mercys and 
urs fide hop of Florence writes ,thele woundsappeas | fauours of our Lord that ſhe ſeemed to aske 
and 17 ted not exteriouly , but were interiour, becaulc nothing of him, which he did not grant het 
xed,tht F fi herſelf had asked it of our Lord, We ſhould | preſently, and as it were at the firlt requeſt, 
tomolt F teer make an end, if we would go about | Butthe vreatelt miracle of all thoſe which God ' 
hat bv rehearſe all the other favours and prero- | wrought by this holy virgia , was the virgin 
it v3 Þ Ws which our Lord granted to this pre- | herſelt ; in whom there were 1o many wane 
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ders and prodigies , as may in part appc- } 


are by what we have alredic faid. Among 
which ,in my opinion, the heauenly wiſdom, 
infuſed into her ſoule to ſpeake of God, isnot 
the leaſt.For ſhe did ſpeake and diſcourſe of 
hin with ſuch ſweetnes , ſuch a grace and 
efficacy, that ſhe could have ſpent a hundred 
days ard nights in theſe diſcourſes without 
cating, without ſleeping , without ener being 
wearied, had ſhe met with auditors Capable 
to heare her. Which wildom did alſo greatly 
apreare in that our Lord wade vie of her in 
great and weighty affaires about the pacifica- 
tion and pouernment of the Church, For 1n 
bat time there were great troubles and dit- 
ſenſions in the holy Church , God permitting 
them for the fins of the people,and a lamrn- 
table ſchiſme, which laſted many yeares in tie 
time of Vrban the {ixt. Two Popes, to wit 
the ſame Vrban , and his predecefior, Gregory 


" the elcuenth , imployed Saint Catharine in 


matters of great concern , and ſent her as 
their Embailador, and put the articles of peace 
into her hands, commanding heralfoto ſpeake 
Þctore the Cardinalls, and to exhort them to 
peace and concord : whuch ſhe performed with 
acmirable wiſdom, prudence , bumility , mo- 
deſty , and cfficacy. So that by her meanes, in 
diucrſe important affaires they obtained what 
they could deſire. By this ſame heauenly light 
the holy virgin anſwered many hardand ſub- 
till queſtions , that were propoſed vato her by 
ſome proud doors , and did confound and 
humble them ; as alſo ſhe converted vato our 
Lord ſome others , who vndertooke to argue 
and reprehend her, She alſo writ that adua- 
Table boock ot the piouideace of God, whe- 
xcin there arc molt lublime things for the good 
and profit of ſoules that are addicted to iparit 
and intesiour recolle&ion. She writ moreouer 
two tomes of cpittles, the firſt for Popes,Car- 
dinalls, Biſhops, and Prelats of the Church, 
and other Ecclcltaitiall perions, which tome 
containeth a hundred fifty fiue epiſtles.And the 
other , wherein there are a hundred thirty ni- 
ne, is for Kings, Princes, Republicks, and fc- 
cular people. in which epiſtles there appea- 
retha devine ſpirit , and a knowlege rather 
given by God then got with labour and ſtudy; 
and iuch pruvent cyuunicils , that a man may 
ezhily ſee that they are deriued from the foun- 
tazne of {oucraine wildom, and the increated 
vcrity. 

In fine when ſhe had lined three and thirty 
yeares with that !andtity of lite, that edification, 
admiration , and truit of the holy Church , as 
we haue here deciared, being 1nflamed with 
the louc of her {poule, and dehrovs to be with 
bim, ſe tell tick, and receiaed the holy Sa» 
crauents with fhngular deuotion and atteftion, 
Tin calling for her fpirituall children and 
companions , ac exhorted them #6 transfer 


—_— 


Saint Catharine of Sienna, Virgin: 


| with her , and communicated ber 


all their loue and affefion wpon Tejus Chi 
ond to deliner ther barts intirely to bim we 
permitting any thing in the World to diner th 
from him : as alſo not to tudge rashly of thei 


| neighbours. After this ſhe demanded pardon of 


all and receiued the plenaric Indulgence, which 
Gregoriethe cleuenth and Vrban the fixt ha 
granted her: and entring intoan agony fought 
valiantly with the deuill, and triumphed ouer 
him at her death, as (ke had don all her lik. 
Among other tentations which ſhe had then, 
one was of yaine glory: to which ſhe anſwered 
cheerfully : as for vaine glory : nexer. For F hay 
aleays ſought the true giory and praiſe of Al 
mighty God. Wherithis combat was over, pray. 
ing ,and diſcourſing ſweetly and tamuliarl 
with her deare Spoule, and ſaying thoſe worlg 
into thy hands, Lord, T commend my ſoule, ſhe 
tooke her flight to heauen on the nine and 
twentieth day of Aprill, in the yeare ofGrace 
one thouſand three hnndred and eighty, And 
at the fame hower ſhe appearcd to Father 
Raymundus , her ſfirituall faiher , who was x 
Genua : who was Gcnerall of the order of 
Saint Dominick , and writ as an eyewitne 
the life of Saint Catharine. : from whom, z 
alſo from her life written by Steephen Cony 
rado , Prior of the Carthuſtans of Pavia , and 
likewiſe the Bull of her Canonization by Po- 
pe Pius the ſecond ; this hiſtory is collefed, 
Surius hath put her life in the ſecond tome 
of the liues o: Saints. Saint Catharine dyed at 
Rome : and her ſacred body was carricdinto 
the Church which is called the Miners, be 
longing to the Dominican Friars, Andſogres 
at was the concourſe of people that reſorted 
thither , and ſuch 4 multitude of miracle 
wrought there by our Lord, that it could not 
be buried, but atter three days. But the mis 
racles itil! increaled. And Pius the Second, 
who was natite of Siena , Canonized her for 
a daint in the yeare one thouſand foure bugs 
dred f11xty one, to wit tourlcore and one yeare! 
after her moit happy death. Clement the cight 
commanded a commemoration to be made 
her on the ninc and twentieth day of April, 
on Which ſhe dyed , whichis the day of Saint 
Peter, who was of the ſame order 01 Dominis 
cans. But now the whole Church celebrates 
her feait as 4 Semiduble vpon the thirtieth of 
the ſame month. Who wil not be, both ſiric 
ken with admiration, and moucd to compune 
aon by reading the lite of this holy virgin? 
who will not praiſe our Lord for hauing@s 
ſen her tor buatelt from her tender age ? fol 
bauing fo particularly eſpouſed her? for haulog 
adorncd her with fo many rare and heroi 
vertues? tor hauing beſtowed vpon herik 
itrange and extraordinary fauours? tor hauing 
giuen ner to drink at his facred fide, imprin 

1n her his holy wounds, bawng changed harts 
with his 
 oviy 


Wn 


TS 


DQY 


Ja 


Mr 


| 


| 
i 


ll 


_TheInuention oftheHGrofe32 


/ 


n 


WHIT Nl \WWW 


Ul 


Nh, 


\ \ DQJ 
WV WY \ \ \\ 
\ Wd 


WOOD? x, 


\ IN 
DOOOOOHSD” 
SIS DIAGSANY 


2 


Wo 


EE Cad UP 
2 nnoa——— 


= OE EE. nn. EE ts 


Ma <- 
—_ - Wo >. o £4 ng Wh is <crmonAt - _ 
——————————— ___ —————— " 


F A ON 4 / A SID JS ; 
WC \ VI D SER JV 8 WJ , 
L " DD 


————— 


——— === 
— _— = 


C255 "7 
E244 
<> 


a w—_—_ wy wu» i nM oO m3. 


ca at no Oo... .. vs. 


& 


=D ?. S Peter Celermn 


__——— 
i —_ 


7, = JH; TH, j WT! j , if 
a PV HE =o PHI 5 "#4 p 2 l/ l \ \ Wh _— - - 
: ==." // ||| = WS -- 2 —— —— 


r= 
- / WTO HELI WIIY 
TN 

rar 


\y = —————= 
v 
YUUEtTRS \\\ 4 
WY 
* 

\ 


— HE © 
=_ 
"i 
l 


[Po ER -_ | 


j 
i 


ll 


WP 0. WL , | 
"INV-.4 WA M- , : \ J, \ 

| flnin " pl) WW \ AT - , | 
iv _ 4 / 


W 


3 IValburg'-) 


_— — —- — — 


ASCENSION. OF. OVR -LORD 


_ a ” 
— == q 


Vv/I/ 


KK V%63Þ Tad f cow tas a ras IkQ@. ©. 


#-- 
, a 
h, CoD: £ 


_—_ Wm  ,9u 


»X j! 
 * mmm mmm nk" 


Ny % 
. ” W>O24 
bh 
W 


\ & - - <4 = — — - — | Jt. 
* I” => + - ; = - ——_— Wir 


ToHNnN. PoR \ 320 Peronilla /| 
LOHN. PORT. LAT. 6. 73S. Mm 


m_ 


/ 


tl ys to YD 


Saint Catharine of Siena virgin. 
ands? for hauing by her meanes con= | ry? what thirſt and burning deſire of the fal. 
funded the wiſemen ot the world, and giucn | uation of ſoules? what mortification of her 
j0 derſtand that euen the weaker fexe | body , and viftory ouer herfelf ? what conf- 
relying VPON God, and ftrengthned by him | dence and efficacy in prayer ? what & perfe& 
is of more power and force then all the | abnegation of her will , and renunciation of 
firength of men, confiding in themſelues ?what | all created things? what 3 heauenly conuer- 


owne h 


; contuſion is it to the tepide for to behold ration ? let vs all imitate the holy exerciſes 
the eruor of this young virgin, and the flames of Saint Catharine : and if through our mi- 
of love that conſumed her hart? what humi*| ſerie , we can not arrive to that height of 
lity can be ſo profound ? what patience lo perfe&ion which ſhe attained , let vs humbly 
rare ? what prayer ſo elevated and fo conti- | beg of our Lord that by her interceflion we 
nuall? how great was her charity towards the | may obtain orace ſo to order our lives 
Dore 2 how fincere her loue towards thoſe | that they may be conformable to his holy laws 
that perſecuted her? what zeal of Gods glo- 
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THE MONTH OF 
M AY. 


TYE LIFE OF SAINT PHILIPPE APOSTLE, 


a He holy Apoſtle Saint | that all may enioy the ſoueraine good whicts 
\ Philip was a Galilean, | jrſelf poſſeſleth, And fo Saint Philip brought 

ZN born at Bethſaida, of | Nathanael to Chrilt , of whom our Sauour 
+ Which towne were al- | faid ,that he was a true Ifratlite , and a man 
© ſo Saint Peter and S. | without fraude or guile, Before our Lord 
$7299 Andrew. in his youth | wrought that great miracle of the multipli- 
== 7 hc gave himſelf much | cation of five loaues in the deſert , with 
to the ſtudic of ſacred | which he fed five thouſand men , he asked 
Z FJ writ, and particulariy | Saint Philip where he might buy where with 
of the books of Moyſes, wherein as 1n 4 ſha- | allto ſultaine that great multitude ofpeople:to 
giue vs by his anfwere to vnderſtand the want 
| there was of bread in the deſert. Aker thar 
and therefore whenour Lord leſys called him, | our Lord had raiſed Lazarus, diverſe gentils 
It VN hard for him to know that he was | cameto ſee our Sauiour Chriſt, and addreſſed 
hefy 9s promiſed in the law: and as fuch | themſelues to Saint Phtip , opening their de. 
ollowed and obeyed him , and was cho- | fire vnto him : Saint Philippe acquainted Saine 

) timamong the twelue Apoſtles. What | Andrew with it : and both of them told our 

© Certain of his lite and Martyrdom, ta- | Lord; who gaue thanks to his eternall Father 

out of hol {cripture , and ſome graye | that the gentils began alredie to know him, 
as ,15as followeth. And in that ſubliaze and admirable ſermon 
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" ooner was Saint Philip acquainted with | which hc made to his Apoſtles after his ſa- 
ry. but he began to do the office of an | cred Supper, Saint Philip ſaid vato him: Loyd, 
6, Which is to bring others to the know- | shew ws the Father, and it /ufficeth ws for to 

nd lone of God, For goodnes pretently | accompliſh all our detires , as we read in the 
and communicates itſelt , defirous | Gegſpell of Saint John, where isalſo ſet downe 
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What our Sauiour anſwered him. This is all 
that in holy Scripture we kind written of 
Saint Philip the Apoſtle. Now let us ſee 
what graue and worthy Authors do adde. 
After the g)orious Aſcenſion ofthe Sonne 


of God into Heauen , and the Comming ot 


the holy Ghoſt vpon the Apoſtles : they de 
vided themſelues fo as to embrace the whole 


world and preach the Goſpell in al) parts of 


the earth. The Prouince of the vpper Aſia 
fell vnto Saint Philips lott ; where he pre- 
ached, as an Ambaſladbr lent from God tor 
the ſaluation of all thoſe people that would 
heare him. And by his adwirable lite , hea- 
uenly dodrin , great and coatinuall miracles 
be did enlighten that blind genulity , and 
conbterted it vato the faith ot Icſus Chritt. 
He threw downe idols, built Churches, 
erected Altars, ordained Pricits , and gaue 
a forme and rule vnto the pevple tor toliue 


. like Chriſtians , and Ike men that were 


newly come forth ot the darknes of idolatric, 
and delivered from the ſlauery of their f1ns 
and vices, and by 4 new light of Heauen 
acknowledged Icſus Chriſt tor their God 
and Redeemer. He paſled alſo into Schyhia 
and hauing ſpent twenty yeares in this 
glorious preaching with great and wonderful] 
fruit, he came to the city of Hierapolis in 
the Province of Phrygia , for to dothe ſame 
there that he had done in otherplaces, And, 
as Simeon Mectaphraites recounteth , he 
found in a Temple of this city a ſtrangeand 
monſtrous viper , which the people adored 
and honored with ſacrifices, as if itwerea God, 
The Apoſtle was much afflicted with ſorrow 


and compaſſion, ſeeing the blindnes of that | 


deluded people, and the greeuous iniury 
done to God, for that they gaue to the de- 
vill in that ſerpent, the honour , worſhip 
and reucrence, which was only duc to his 
deuine Majeſty. Wherefore. proſtrating him 
ſelf in* the pzeſence of Almighty God, he 
beſought him with many fighs and teares #9 
open the tyes of that poore nation , and to deliuer 
them from the tyranny of /athan : tor many 
of them dayly periſhed, ſome being deuoured 
by the ſerpent , and others offered to him 
in ſacrifice. For the deuill is a moſt cruell 
butcher , very thirſtic of human blood , as 
being our moſt deadly enemie. Our Lord 
heard the prayers of his ſeruant : and the 
ſerpent fell cowne dead, and the people 
were delivercd fiom the damages they 
received by him; and now better diſpoſed 
for to admitt of the Evangclicall light, and 
the doftrin that the holy Apoſtle preached 
vnto them. But the idolatrous Prieſts and 
Magiſtrats being much oftended herear, laid 
bands on the holy Apoſile, and caſt him 
into priſon; and when they had cruelly 


— — 


Saint Philippe 


——_ 


ſcourged him, they Crucified him, and ſtoned} 


Apoſtle: 
him as he was hanging on the Crof... 
Whilſt he in the —_ while gaue nie b 
thariks to our Lotd. for ſo ſingular 4 fauoyy I 
granted him, as tobe made an imitator of 
his holy death and paſſion by dying vpon 4 
Crofſe, As the executionerts and wicked 
miniſters were ſcoffing at the Apoſtle, God 
ſeat 4 moſt fearfull earthquake, and 
extraordinaire, that it caſt to the ground 
many fair buildings, ruined houſes, and 
ouerwhelmed and cruſhed to death the 
ihabitantrs, and ſwollowed VÞaliue into hell 
all thoſe that had faſtned Saint Philip tothe 
Crofle , in puniſhment of their mo cruel! 
and bloodic wickednes. This fad accident did 
uery much frighten the obſtinate geatils, 
but comforted the faithfall , who praiſed our 
Lord for working fuch wonders forto iuſtify 
and honour his Saint, The people intended 
to take him downe aliuc from the Crofle; 
and as they were vntying him, he prayed 
to God for himſelf and for all that were 
about him : and his prayer was heard : for 
before they could looſe him , he finiſhed hit 
happy courſe,;and gaue vp his bleſſed foulets 
his Creator vpon the Croſlc ; andthe people 
were alſo freed from the great feate and 
t:rror they were in. when Saint Philip yas 
dead, the Chriſtians tooke his body and 
buried it with that reverence and honour 
which was fitting But at length it ya 
trar:{lated to Rome, where it is kept together 
with the body of Saint Iames the lefle in the 
Church of the twelue Apoſtles , which was 
builtby Pelagius Pope, and Toh his ſucceſſor; 
and is called the holy eApoſtles, and is3 
Conuent of Franciſcan Friars; 'The holy 
church celebrateth the Martyrdom of Saint 
Philip on the firſt of May , which happened 
in the twelf yeare of Claudius Empetor, 
according to Euſebius. It is to be oblere 
that ſome Authors both Greeck , and latin 
do confound the Apoſtle Saint Phil, wit 
another Philip, who was one of the feauel 
Deacons, and that which is proper to tht 
Deacon they attribute to the Apoſtle, 

fay that Saint Philip Apoſtle had daughters 
which isto be ynderſtood of Saint Philip the 
Deacon, For ( as SaintTerome faith, writily 
againſt Toninian) if 5s not certain that 41 
of the Apoſtles Were married , except ul 
Peter only. Many Authors haue written 0 
Saint Philip , as Saint Ifidore de Patribw 
ueteris et noui Teſtamenti, Saint Ierome © 
Scriptoribus Eccleſtaſticis , Sophronius 1 
Philippo, Euſebius , Metaphraſtes related by 
Surius in his third tome; Saint Antonin 
Baronius io his firſt tome, and in his 8o# 
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ms LIFE OF SAINT TAMES 
the Leſſe , or the Tuſt , Apoſtle. * 


. Aint Tames the Leſſe,or, by an other 
H \ name , the 1uſt, red « wnbEe 
© was of Cana in Galilee: and is called 
Pr prother of our Lord, not that he was 
bane 6four bleſſed Lady , theVirgin Mary, as 
wedihe impudent heretick Heluigius, nor 
lo that he was Saint Iofeph's ſonne by an 
ther wife, as ſome doors baue written; but 
vcauſe he was born of A fiſter or colin of 
ar Bleſſed Lady. Although there be ſom: 
tat ſay he was called Brother of our Lord, 
kcuſe he was ſonne of Cleophas or Alpheus, 
other of Saint Joſeph. And as Ieſus Chriſt 
p3z eſteemed to be Saitit Ioſeph's ſonne, 
{ yas Cleophas , Saint Ioſeph's Brother, 
tld to be his vacle , and Saint Iames, the 
ſonge of Cleophas , to be his Cofin german; 
nd according to the cuſtome of the Iewes, 
roliris and next, of kinne were called 
brothers, He was alſo called Brother of Chriſt, 
ft that in feature of face he ſo reſembled 
tim; that aſter our Lords Aſcenhon into 
Heaven ,many Chriſtians came to Hierufalem, 
for to ſee Saint Iames , thinking that in ſeeing 
him, they beheld Chriſt himſelf, for the 
preat reſewblance he had of him, And Saint 
lptativsin an epiſtle to Saint ſohn Euangcliſt, 
faith that he thought to go to Hieru/alem for 
to ſt Jant Tames , for that by ſeeing bim 
bt might ſeetwe to ſes Teſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Hi kewiſe called Saint Tames the Leſſe, 
In reſpet of $2{nt F ames the great : not for that 
he yas lefſe in Sanctity or dignity , but be- 
caſe he was called to the Apoſtleſhip aſter 
Kint Lames, Brother of Saint Tohn Euan- 
liſt , and fonne of Zebedee : who is 
Ucrefore called Saint Tames the great, He is 
ao fliled zhe Juſt, for his great holines of 
add admirable yertues; for as writeth 
Hegefippus, he was ſanQified in his mothers 
yombe, And Saint Epiphanius faith he 
tmained always a Virgin. Saint Jerome, 
Euebius, Metaphraſtes, and other Autors 
of the Ecclefialticall Hiſtoric ſay that he 
UWdpreatpennance, and ted alife ſo exemplar, 
that it ſeemed 4 eruc pifture ofHeagen, His 
eJcs were ever Pans y his cares attentiue 
to devine things, in his mouth truth was 
always found, his hands were ever prompt 
Wd readie for all works of charity , his body 


Saint ITames the Iuſt Apoſtle, 


faſting, He neuer eate fleſh , nor drunck 


wine, nor any other liquour , which ordi- Mar, 


narily can make men drunck. But ſuſtained 
himſelf with bread and water , which he 
often mingled with his teares. He prayed 
as much by night as by day , and it Grad 
to be his food and lite, By his. continuance 
of kneeling his knees were growne as hard 
and of as thick a ſkinn as are camells, and 
Saint Chryſoſtome addeth that his forehead 
was hardened in the ſame manner, by 
pitching it on the ground when he prayed. 
He went always clothed in linnen , and uſed 
no wollen, and went barefoot, He neuer 
had his haire cutt, would never uſe bath, 
nor be anointed with oyle, which notwiths 
ſtanding was the cuſtome of thoſe times. 
The lewesthemſclues had ſogreat an opinion 
ot his ſanQtity, that they ſtrived to touch 
and kifle his garment; and he alone was 
permitted to enter into the SantaSanforum, 
And Iofephus (who was alew )4 moſtgraue 
Author, writeth that the ruine and deſtrution 
of Ieruſalem by Veſpatian Emperor and 
Titus his ſonne, was Gods puniſhment ſent 
vpon that city for having putto death Saint 
Iames, Brothet of Chritt, 2 moſt yertuous 
and luſt man ; and knowne for ſuch. fo 
great was the opinion all had of him: although 
in truth the principall cauſe of the deſtrution 
of Ierufalem was the ingratitude of the 
rebellious and miſcreant people, who ſhut 
their eyes againſt the light, and put to 
death the Author of life. 

The Apoſtles having receaued the holy 
Ghoſt, and preached in diverſe tongues to 
the Iewes , that the fame Lord, whom they 
had Crucified , was the Meſſias promiſed in 
the law ; and true God: and confirmed this 
verity by many and great miracles ; Saint 
Peter (as faith Saint Chryſoſtome ) by the 
aduiſe of the other Apoſtles, ordained Saint 
Iames Biſhop of leruſalem. Foralthough Chriſt 
our Lord had before ordained him, as he 


| had done the reſt ofthe Apoſtles: he had not 


appointed him a certain Charch and place, 
whetein to exerciſe that power which he 
had given him : but this Saint Peter now 
did , as head of the Church. And Saint 
Anacletus Pope doth adde that Saint Peter, 
Saint Iames the great, and SaintlohnEuangeliſt 
his Brother, all three together ordained him, 
for to giue 4 forme to their ſucceffors , and 


eſtabliſh that no Biſhop ſhould he conſecrated 


without the preſence of three Biſhops at his 
Conſecration. Saint Iames for ſignal of his 
ſouerain dignity , wore 2 plate of gold ypony 
his head, which Policrates faith that Saint 
lohn Evangeliſt did alſo weare, This bleſſed 
Apoſtle was of ſo great authority , that when 
Saint Peter was deligered by the hand ofan 


Angell 


300 


and affetions mortified with continuall —_w 


I, 


3OT 


Angell out of priſon where he was detained 


— by Commandement of Herode, hc itraight- 
My. Ways ſent news of it to Saint James and the 


reſt of the Brethren, ſpecitying only Saint 
James by name, as the Chiet and principall 
of all the Brethren. In the firft Councell 
which the Apoſtles held , tor to dcter nin 
whether the gentils, that were conucited 
to the faith, were to be circuinclicd , as 
many of the lewes that were baptized, would 
have it, and ſtoud moit ſtiffe in it; after 
that Saint Peter had related what God had 
wrought by him, and had opcacd the gate 
for the gentils , that they w1ght 1eccauc Bap- 
tiſme and be ſaued: Saint lawcs , as Biil.op 
of Jeruſalem (where the matter was Gcuilce, 
delivered his opinion ſo abijoiutly and with 
that reſolution , that the retit of the Apoitics 
did .pproue and followit. And in contormity 
to it 3 decree was made, winch was writ 
to the pentils, in{trufting them what they 
ought to do. And Saint Paul maketh hono- 
Table mention of Saint Jiawes, and laith, 
that coming to lerulalem 20,/ee Saiat Feter, 
he ſav none of the other eApeſties , but only 
Soint Tames, And in an otticr place, that 
Saint Feter, Saint Tames , and vant lobn, 
who Were Pillars of the Church , had receaued 
him into their company, and gaue him ten 
right band of Jodety that be might jUabuur 
with them in the Goſpell. Alto Saint Iuce 
the Apoſtle eſteemed fo much his being 
Biother to Saint Iames, that in the begin- 
ning of his Canonicall epiſtle which he 
writeth to the taithiuil , he dtileth himlelt 
(eruant of Chriſt , and Brotier to James , apd 
in that manner laluteth them. Saint lawuics 
then living in Ieruialem, with that fandticy 
of lite , authority , and opinion , as we hauc 
ſaid : and doing the office of a tuc Apoltie, 
and Faitor of that flock of our Lord, it 1s 
wonderiull what fruit ke reaped of 1oules, 
and what an. innumerable Compante of 
Iewes were by his preaching conuerted and 
bicught vnto the light of the Golpell. 
Where vpon. Ananvus, the high Pricit ( who 
Was a turbulent man, fierce ard Cruell, and 
a ſadducean by ic&) and the cit of the 
Pricfts and Levits , were much troubled and 
cfcnded, and could not cndure this happie 
proprelie of Chnitian Religion: anu yet 
they auiit not openly vppole the Saint, iceing 
his gicat authouty with the people , and 
the reverence they had ter hinz, Lierctore 
they tTclolued to wintine him by tal words, 
a:G bring him, 2t tl.cy could , to be of thew 
party. and tio by his nixancs to Compalte 
at which without him they found gicat 
Cifhculty in, oz thought to be quite urpoL bus 
They dcfired him, tat farce be was jv grew 
4 ſeruant of God, aud jo $eauns of the buntuut 
of bis Temple thas ke jpent jn it 0p)s ang 


Saint Tames the Tuſt, Apoſtle; 
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nights in prajer, and that he thy 
ſingular @ prinileze as to haue ave in 
Santla Santlorum ; that be would bane ll 
pity and commiſeration in bis bart for Os 
| Temple , ana for the law that was cechs 
by Gol, and confirmed Yith jo many mira 
ana that he would wnbeguile the people "W 
they might no longer foilow and run after 
Crucified man : for that without dou they 
woula gine tredit wynto him , and beleew 
what foeuer he ſbould preach wnto them, And 
to cﬀect this, they willed himoz the ſolemy 
aas of the Paſc'e or Baſter , Which was dravin 
neere, at Which there Was like to be Fes. 
1 eſort of people , for to declare publickly before 
all the world Yhat his opinton Yaz concerning 
Chriſt : for they remitted the honour of Gut 
and of bis Temple into his bands, The hol 
Apoitic promiled_ to do fo, and at thedy 
agpointcd, in picſence of an innumerable 
company of Iewes and Gentiles ; he wa 
led vp vm a hizh and eminent iplace of 
the Temple : wherc'the Princes of the Prieſts, 
alter they had ſpoken great praiſes of Saint 
lanes, hoping thereby to gaine his good 
will the woe, atked him what be thought 
of the Jonne of man, Jeſus Chriſti To which 
cemand Saint lames antwered with great 
rclojution and Confſtancy : Yhat doge aſkt mt 
of the loane of man? know that he is ſedtd 
at the wight hand of God his Father, aid ſh 
come to iudge the quick, and the dead. There 
aiole pietently a noe among the Chriſtians, 


by which they did tcſti'y that they did alloy 


Fralied God tor it, and were hereby much 
confirmed and ſtrengthned in their faith, 
But the leuits and Piicits roared like lions, and 
rocke vp ſtones to throwe at him: and 
iayling thcir clamours cuen vnto heauen 
{a1d: a0 you nut jee how the luſt one hath ard 
then laying hands on him, they flang hin 
cowne from that high place; and although 
te were much bnſed with the fall, yct 
lorgetting the iniury that was done vito 
bin , and reminding the charity of hisLoid 
and Maſter, who vpon the Crolle prayed to 
his Eternall Father for his enemies , he lifted 
v+- his bands and hart to God, and putting 
himſelf vpon his knees darted forth flames 
of love, and faid: F befeech thee, Lord, il 
pardon them, for they know not What they te 
Thole wicked miſcreants were no Ways 
appealed or mitigated by theſe words 10 
tuil of {wectnes and loue , able to mollity 
the bardeſt hart : but perſeuering in thei 
deteſtable 1cfolutions they beate him and 
wounded him, and one of them taking vp # 
great club, ſtruck him vpon the head and daſht 
Out 1:13 brajnes on the floore, And by this Mat- 
ty1come Saint lames having gouerned the 


Church , asSgiut lercnie Jaith, thirty yearch 


4 


and conſent tw what he had ſaid; and they 
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his bleſſed foule to God, in the ſea- 
; neath yeare ofNero. His holy Body-was buried 
nere the Temple, inthe ſame place where he 
ted, And ſome yearcs after was tranſlated t- 
Rome, Where It is keptat preſent with the 
Body of the Apoſtle Saint Philip. He was mat» 
tied on the firſt day of May, in the yeare 
of our Lord threeſcore and three, according 
-oBajonius: and on the ſame day the Church 
celebrates his fealt. Saint Iames writ an epiſtle, 
yhch is one of the ſeaucn, whichthe Church 
proveth and holdeth Canonical, whercin 
he giuetÞ admirable and heaucnly doctrine for 
al degrees and vocations ; and particularly 
tachcth us the great good and profit which 
ameth to us by aduerſuies and tribulations, 
vien they are born with patience ; and exhor- 
tech us to be glad and reivice , when we ae 
tempted and proued by jeverall affliions 
ſat by our Lord. He hath written alſo a 
forme ofcelebrating Maſle, which the Greecks 
call Lit#rg/e ; which hath always bin held 
10 great veneration 7 which is alleaged by 
Proclus Patriarch of Conſtantinople apainii 
Neftorius the heretick , in the Council of 
Epheſus, and the generall Councill called zx 
Trslo, which was aflembled in the time of 
hſtiniaa Emperor ; by authority of this Li- 
wryje of Saint Iames , rebuketh the hereticks 


ie 2 , 

s I fr aut mingling water with the wine in the 
y I Cir fa conſecration. Saint Ierome in his 
© Poock of Ecclefiaſticall writers ſpeaking of | 
+ WF Sint ames, faith that in the Goſpell wauch 
\ WF i alled according to the Hebrews, which 
d I fink tranſlated into greeck and latin , it 
4 I} 6 viiten: that the night of our Loras laſs 
n © /*j"; Jaint James tooks an oath not to eate 
# anthing, vntiÞ be ſaw Chriſt njen again: 
F and that ur Lord appearing wnto him after 
6 = * unefion, commanded bim to fetch bread, 
t khich be bleſſed , and broke , and gaue him, 
on KN /9'%; Brother , eate thy bread, for now the 
d BY 9: of man z5 riſen : and ſome ſay that 
o ©} %tPal alludes to this, when writing to 
4 te Corinthians he faith that Chriſt after he 
g W riſes, appeared to the elewen eApoſiles, and 
y 0 Saint J ames : giuing us thereby to 
v I wkikad that he appeared to Saint Iames 
@% YR Vit, once as he was alone, and an other 
s lux in Companie ot the reſt ofthe A poliles. 
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Saint Tames the ſuſt, Apoſtle. 
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THE LIFEOFSAINT ATHANASIW'S 
Patriark of Alexandria, Confeſſor, and 


Doctor of the Church. 


;, Mong the lives of Saints, which 
J. out Mother, the holy Church 
z propoleth vatousfor a pattern 
Y, of fanfity, rule of lite, and 

= model] of oar ations , the life 
of Saint Athanaſius, Biſhop of Alexandria, 
and Door ofthe Chyich, is very renowned 
and admirable. For that our Lord.God gaue 
| vnfo his Church this holy Prelat , to be a 
pillar of the faith, ſcowrge ot hereticks, 
ſupport of Catholicks, Example ot Biſhops, 
| light of truth, abylle of knowlege , river of 
eloquence , terror of Emperors aud armies, 
4 great diſcouerer of all the wiles and tub 
tleties of the cnemics; 2 moſt firme rock, 
againſt which all the waues of perſecutions 
broke themſelues; and 4 triumpher ouer all 
the power of this world , which armed itſelf 
and banded againſthim. 

Saint Athanafius was of the city of 
Alexandria, nobly born , and from his child- 
hood much inclined to 'things belonging to 
the Church, and to picty. As he was ona 
time playing and recreating himſelf with 
other children on the {eaſtoare, he began 
to imitate what he had feen done by the 
Biſhop in the Church, and baptizcd ſome 
litle boys, that were about his owne age, 
but not yet baptized. Saint Alexander, who 
at that time was Patriarck of Alexandria 
chanced to ſee what paſled, from a window 
that loocked towards the ſhoare ; and wons 
dering much at it, ſcat for Athanaſius and 
his companions , and ,examined them what 
they had done; And when he underſtood 
that Athanaſius in baptizing the children 
had uſed the words which the Churchuſeth 
with intention to do what ſhe propoſcthto 
be done in the adminiſtration of .that Sa- 


— 


| crament ; he declared that thoſe chuldren 


w-rie truly baptized, and had no need of 
ocher bapriſme; but only that ſome Cere- 
monies which were' wanting in that a&Q. 
ſhould be added, as he commanded ſhould 
preſently be done. By this action of Atha- 
naſius, and ſome other things which he 
law in him , Saint Alexander vnderſRood 
that he was appointed tobe a choſen veſlell 


| of God , for to defend his Church , and 


| aduance the glory of his holy Name ; where« 
TT Gg88 tore 
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ſore he gove great charge to the Parents of 


>, the child to bring him vp in all vertue, and 
May, allo to haue bim in{trutcdin learning ; and 


afterwards to bring bim vnto him , that he 
wight dedicate him to the ſeruice of the 
Church. The holy child learned his lower 
ſtudies of humanity with great facility : and 
by his diligence and application profited 
much in them. and comining to 1iper age 
be gaue himſelf to the ſtadie of the civiil 
law and of divinity : whercin he came ſoone 
to beeminent: beretired himſelf for a while 
into the deſert, there to lead 4 lolitarie lite: 
where be had great communication and 
familiarity with the holy Father and Abbot 
Saint Antony, and as he writeth ot himſelf, 
ſerved him: whereot he glorieth as of a 
great honour and happines, and he gaue 
him two Coates to eouer ard defend him 
from the cold. Aſtcrwards returning to 
Alexandria, he dedicated bimfelt wholty ro 
the ſeruice of the Church, beginning #!om 
the loweſt and meaneſt degrees, vntill at laſt 
Le was raiſed to the higheſt dignity, and 
choſen Piclatc. 

There ſprung vp i litle before in Alex- 
andria 3 certain man of the Clergie, bavughtic, 
vnquict, turbulent, faftious, and peſtilent, 
called :Arizs ; who by his error and herches, 
did wuch trouble and diſorder the peace of 
the whole Church. For to compoſe thoſe 
diſturbances , and condemn the folies of Arius, 
wherewith many were alreqie infected, 
there was gatheicd a councill at Nice ot 
three hundred and eighteen Biſhops; amongſt 
whom was Saint Alexander Biſhop of Alex- 
andria, and Saint Athanaſius , who was then 
Deacon , accompanied him, and by his 
doAtin , witt , and courage, gaue great liyht 
vnto that councill, confirming the Catholick 
verity , and confounding the hereticks, and 
eucn the* Archheretick hinſclt, Arius, in 
the diſputes he bad with him. This councill 
was concluded moſt happily, and truth 
trivmphed ouer falſhood, and the Cutholick 
faith ouer the hercfie which Arius had in- 
vented. But all this ſufficed not tor to roote 
it out and extinguiſh it: for that Arius and 
ſome cthers of his followers fained a re* 
pentance and 2 recantation of thcir errors, 
as hereticks are wont to do, that they may 
more craftily {elude and coſcn the world. 
Fine months atter, the holy Prelate Alexan- 
der departed this liic, and Saint Athanaſius 
was choſen in his place with great conſent 
and applaute of all the city ot Alercandria. 
And by dcuine inſpiration and reaclation 
Saipt Alexander not lopg before his death 
nominat:d him for his ſucceflor. and for that 
Saint Athanaſius tearing what was to happen, 
ficd and would have hid hiniclt , the footy 
old Biſt.op Alexander called ypon himieuctall # 


Saint Athanaſius, Biſhop and Door; 


times by his name, and he not anſwering 
ſaid : thinkejs thou to fly , Athanaſius ? thy 


naſius, faith: for all theſe reaſons , Athy. 
vaſins , ſucreſsor no leſſe of Saint Marks piety 
then of his Patriarchall Sea , was placed in 
his throne by the Commen conſent of all the 
people ; not , like many others , by ambition or 
by wiolence , but «Apoſtolically and ſpirttualh, 

Great wasthe ioy otall Catholicks, toe 
Saint Athanaſius promoted to that Patriar« 
chall dignity of Alexandria : and no leſe 
was the trouble and griet of the Arrian 
hereticks, that now were growne yery 
numerous, fearing they ſhould neuet he 
able to withſtand ſuch a head and captain 
of Gods people, nor defeat, as they pres 
tended, the invincible ſquadrons of the 
Church. they ſaw that the life of Saint 
Athanaſius was irreprehenſible , his doftin 
excellent, his wit rate and admirable, his 
zeale for the Catholick faith moſt fingular 
and incomparable; and his breait conltant, 
frme, and ſtronger then iron, ſicele or 
diamond , for to reſiſt all the forces, batte» 
ries, and ſtratagems of his enemies. But yet 
tor all this theſe unpulent hercticks were 
not daunted, but ſo much the more yaited, 
ioined all their forces together, for to ouers 


of that Sea , whereia God had placedhim, 
but alſo out of the city ol Alexandria, out 
of the Eaſt, yea, if it were poſlible, out 
of the world, For #t ſeemeth, (auth Rukow, 
it might be well ſaid of Saint Athangfs, 
What Chriſt our Lord jaid of Saint Poul: 1 
will ſhcw him how much he 14 to ſuffer for 
my Name. For ſo many were the accuſation, 
calumnies , andperſecutions that vere contrived 
azainſt bim, as if all the world had conn 
azninſt «Athanaſius. The Princes of the earth, 
nations, Kings, and armies banding #$# 

him, did con(pire and confederate together fi 
ro deſliroy and ruine this chompion : and | 

armed ith the fanonur and grace of God ſal 
very confidently. Though all the world be uf 
in armes againſt me , and enuironne me 11 


| - 
my hart will not feare , bauing thee 0n M1 


Fower Empercrs 'perſecuted him, to vi 
Conſtantine the great, Conſtantius his ſonoe, 
luhan the &poſtata, and Valens, although in 
z different manner - for that Conſtantine 
did perſecute him with i good zeale ,thio- 
king be had reaſon to do it: but the0 
Emperors were his enemies, becauſe 
were lworn enemies of God. The Arab 
accuſed Saint Athavaſivs betore ConkiaDt®, 
tirſt a$an ambitious man, proud, biscnew®s 
and a diſtutber of the common weakh: 
they added that he had icnt great ſ 


ot mony to Philomenus , that was _ 


canſt not fly. Hence it is that Saint Gregor " 
Nazianzen ſpeaking of the eleQtion of Atha. 


throw him, and caſt him forth not only out 
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nd yp in armes __ the Emperor. Con- 
Qantine called Athanafius before him, and 
hayi vnderſtood of him the truth, ſent 
qv to his Church, reprehending 
ly his accuſers, and praiſing him in 
heſe words z which he writ in a letter to 
hoſe of Alexandria. F hawe receined Atbana- 
qour Biſhop vith 2 good vill, and baue beard 
lim ſpeake V1Re a man of God. Bat it belongeth 
1» you and ot 10 me to inudge of this, «All that 
1 auld gather Ly the dijcome Which we had 
weether , is that be is 2 moſt able man , and 
weeſtarte t0 te your Prelate. For bis diligence 
ir very great: in defending the truth , and 
xuedingly conducting for the conſeruation of 
ur Religio® he being peaceable and quiet: and 
{ nin that alvays embraceth ſound opinions, 
ul anformable to reaſon. But when Saint 
Athanalius was returned home to his Church 
vith this letter to the great contentment 
ad ioy of the Catholicks: the hereticks 
vere wuch troubled, and they kindled {o 
3 fire on all ſides that it could not be 
d in many yeares. They inueigled 
the good Emperor by new and talle_accu- 
ſions againſt Athanaſtus ; and begged of him 
that he would call 4 councill for #0 decide the 
we, Werein «Athanaſius ſhould appeare be- 
fire tht Biſbop , as his Twdges , and gine them 
ka {count of bis afions. Conſtantine was a 
taild Prince ; of a ſweete and condeſcending 
diſpoſition ; and very defirous of peace and 
ict; who conſidering that thoſe who de- 
this of him were Biſhops, ſeeming to 
te Catholicks , and profeſſing obedience to 
the decrees of the councill ot Nice , though 
in their harts they were hereticks, and tollo- 
yett of Arius, was cafily deludedby them, 
2nd commanded a councill to be held at 
Tyre, afurping that authority , which be- 
loaged not vnto him ; and by this meanes 
ed and emboldned the enemies 
df tath, though his intention was to giue 
lybt, and to make truth more appeare, and 
bt manifeſted to all the world. WhichI do 
tere take notice of, that we may diſcouer 
ti = and ſubtleties of hereticks, and 
ke boy from A litle ſparkle, if it be not 
fone put out, there ariſeth 2 great flame: 
ad mind alſo what caution and prudence 
ought to have in matters of Religion, 
Nllo what conſtancy and courage in main- 
ling that which hath bin once matourcly 
Kteinined; For in that conuenticle which 
Vs alembled in the city of Tyre; many 
hovers hereticks and Arians, enemies 
X yell of the Eatholick faith , as of Atha» 
_6 who were to be witnefſes againſt 
» and his Judges: and therefore had fo 
& procured the drawing together of 
ky penetle afſemblic: and were wondet- 
®] WE! plealed to ſee themlclues there, | 


Saint Athanaſius Biſhop and Do&or: 


| 


and to domineere in it; where they might 
do and yndo what liked :them beſt, abſolue 
the guiltie , and condemn the innocent. He 
that preſided there was Euſebius, Biſhop of 
Celarea, an Arian. The Eatle , ſent by the 
Emperor tobeare his place, and to aſſiſt there 
in his Name, was alredie peruerted by them. 
Many fouldiars were gathered thitaer, and 
there was great noiſe of armes for to daunt 
Athanaſius, and to wreft out that by force, 
which could not be obtained by equity and 
luſtice. Saint Athanaſius cane accompanied 
with his Biſhops of Egypt , ang as he entered, 
no body offered him a place ; although it was 
his right, being Patriark of Alexandria, to 
(ett in the firſt place and to preſide in the 
councill. Which when Saint Potamon obſer» 
ued, who was Biſhop of Heraclea, 4 famous 
man, and renowned Conteffor of Chiiſt, 
he could not diſſemble the indigaity ot the 
matter : but riſing trom his ſeat, with ma- 
nylighs and teares he ſpoke thus to Euſebius 
that preſided: what ? are you ſitting, and 
doth eAthanaſius ſtand? he 4 poore perſon at« 
ratgned , and you his Indre? Who can ſuffer 
this with patience? do you not remember that 
you and 1 ere both apprebended together , and 
caſt into priſon for the faith; and that T loft 
this right eye for the confeſſion of it , whereas 
you came forth of priſon ſound and Whole, 
becauſe you conſentedto do all that the gentiles 
demanded of you, at leaſt you promiſed to do 
t? Butnothing could ſoppe the proceeding 
of the accuſations, iri which though there 
wete other charges, yet there were two 
principall ones. The firſt was of a light and 
diſhoneſt woman , who being induced by the 
perlwaſtioa of the Arians, and by mony 
which they had giuen het, exclamed there 
in the councill againft Athanaſius; Gying 
that be baning loized 1# her houſe , hod uſed 
Violence to her, a4 defloured her; But the ime 
pudence of this drab did foone appeare , as 
allo did the fraud and malice of the heretickss 
For Timotheus , Athanaſius his Priſt, giung 
himfelfout tor Athanafius ; whomthe woman 
knew not, ſaid vato her: ſpeake woman, Was £ 
a gueſt in thy houſe? did I offer violence to thee, 
andſtaine thy chaſtity ? and when ſhe had con- 
firmed with great aſſeuerations; and many fais 
ncd teares that be wa; the man that had wron- 
zed and 4ijhonored her , and had fworn that 
what ſhe ſaid was true ;carneftly beſecching 
the Iudges todo her juſtice, and puniſh him 


| as he delerued; the whole plott and defigne 


was euidently diſcouered. andthis firſt accu- 
fation was hiffed outand reieced. The ſecond 
crime, wherewith the wicked hereticks went 
about to charge this worthie Prelat , was Con* 
cerning an arme, whichthey maintained Saint 
eAtbanaſins bad cut of from 4 Leitor, or from 


ore of bis Prieſts eatied diſenius { yet _— 
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' Church, and were readie to conteile and 


was 4 Biſhop ) for to make uſe of it in witch- 
craft or necromancie : and in effe&t they did 
roduce A mans arme cut of from the bodie, 
before the whole councill; belecuing that 
by falſe witnes they might make their charge 
good. Becauſe tor 4 lcng time Arſcnius had 
not appeared , as well tor that the hereticks 
bad: for ſome while kept him ftecret : as alſo 
tor that when he eſcaped out oi their hands, 
he hid himſelf, fearing that they might kill 
tim for to make their lye more plaulible, 
:nd bring their deſigne to pale; But it was 
Gods will that Arſenws knowing this wicked 
plot that was contrived againſt the holy 
Biſhop , and the great danger be was in, ſhould 
come the night betore to Saint Athanaſius, 
and diſcover vnto him , what was to be laid 
to his charge the day tollowing. and to when 
the accuſation was propoſed concerning the 
arme, Saint Athanaſius asked whether there 
were any one there preſent that knew eArjenins: 
and many anſwering , yes ;. he made him be 
called and to appcare before the councill, 
and ſaid: is this man Arſenius? and when 
they confeſled that he Was the wery man: 
Saint Athanaſius taking of Arſenius his 
cloake ſaid: bebold, here 4s theright arme of 
Arſenius , and this is the left: As for the third 
arme whoſe is it? let thoſe Who do accuſe me 
be mite to anſwer, and giue an account of it.. 
The hereticks were moit terribly enraged for.| 
to ſee themſclues ſo clearly conuinced, and 
their wick<d and walitious plotts and defigns 
diſcovered and brought to hight: wherefore- 
they railed and inueyed againit the holy man 
with all the ill words, they could uſe, and 
called bim 4 coſener ; 4 conimrer; & ingelar, 
4 magitian , and would taine haue layed 
bands of bim, and pulled him in peeces: and 
effectively had don it ; it he hadnot in time 
wied great diligence to efcape trom them, 
and gon to Conſtantinople, to giue account 
of himſelf to the Emperor, and relatc vnto 
him what Bad paſicd. But though the heie- 
ticks could not execute their tury vpor the 
perſon of Athanaſius, yet they gauc ſenten- 
ce againſt him, and deprived him ot his | 
chaire, Church, and city : and confirmed the 
ſame fentcnce in an other iunto which they 
had at Ileruſalem , were they met by order of 
the Emperor, tor to conlecrate a ſtately and þ 
magnificent Church which he bad built, 
Here alſo Arius and his tollowers were ad- 
mitted to the Communion of the taithtull; 
for that the Emperor was made to belecue 
that they had recanted their errors, and 
acknowledged the truth of the Catholick 


— 


ET — 


follow it. The hereticks prevailed ſo much 
by deceit and ſubtlety , that whea Saint 


Saint Athanaſius Biſhop and DoRor, 


Athanaſius himſelf faith that this eArſen;us | bim, came to Conſtantinople, they couls 
neuer get audience of the Emperor , there Wh. 
being no body that would helpe them tou 


Athanafius with ſome Biſhops that ituck to | 


have acceſle , or that would as much as © 
them a dore , for all the gardes were cor. 
rupted by hereticks. and as tor the principall 
olhcers and miniſters of ſtate, they were 
glad of this occaſion for to pleaſe and con. 
tent Confſtantius the Emperors ſonne that 
was alredie tanted and inteQed with Ariny 
his herefie, and had lately bin declared 
Celar and ſucceſſor tothe Crowne : therefore 
they chole rather to humour him then t9 
obey his father, looking more vpon the ſun 
that was riſing in the caſt, then ypon that 
which was going downe in the weſt, $9 
that Saint Athana{iius was forced to expe& a 
Cay when the Emperor was entring into 
Conitantinople , and ſpeake vnto him inthe 
itreete , which he obtained with much diffi. 
culty, for the gard kept him of, and would 
not lett him come neere. and Conſtantige 
not knowing him, made him to bethruſt 
hack, vntill Saint Athanafius with great lis 
berty ſpoke aloud voto him: ir , 7 demand 
nothing but that thoſe who haue condemned mg, 
may appeare before your Maieſty, that before y1w 
1 may complaine of them, ThentheE 
commanded that the Biſhops , who had bin 
ludges in the cauſe ; ſhould come to Cons 
itantinople, and give an account of what 
they had done: The chicfe among them, who 
were enemies of Saint Athanafius and ofthe 
truth, came, but ſo armed with malice, 
lyes, and new calumnics againſt the Saint, 
that they incenſed the Emperor more againſt 
him as if they had caſt oyle vpon the fire, 
For they told him for certain that Athanaſtug 
had threatned thatno corne ſhould be brought 
trom Egypt to Conſtantinople , which was 
properly to take away the bread and life, 
and bring to an utterdeſolation that popus 
lous and 1mperiall city , where the Emperot 
ordinarily refided , and kept his court with 
great ſplendor and magnificence , and which 
he did greatly defire ſhould floriſh andabound 
with all plenty of commodities, Vpon occas 
hon of this falſe accuſation the Emperot 
commanded that Saint Athanaſius ſhouldbe 
baruſhed iuto France, either for-that he bes 
lecued all to be true which theſe perfidious 
and treacherous Biſhops ſaid of him or th4# 
he thought that the Church of Alexancil 
could not bauc peace, nor the contentions 
in Religion be compoſed yatill Athanafius, 
againſt whom all of them did generally 
conſpire and band themſelges , were remou 
trom among them: or infine that he fcat 
they would kill him , being ſo ſtrangely ind 
cenſed and bent againſt him, that they were 
in 2 manner out of themſelucs. But be 
the Emperor gaue nor this ſentence pp 
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mdecd he. was not Judge of Athanaſius) | 


aced againſt him in the councill of 
Tyre: the blame hereof chiefly falleth ypon 
hoſe who gaue the ſentence , and who with 
the maſke of piety deluded the Emperor, and 
heing Fauenous woolues came vnto him in 
theclothing of ſheepe, When the Saint heard 
the Emperors command , with great grauity | 
10d authority be faid vnto him : owr Lord 
ſhall intge between you ani me 0 Emperor, 
ring you baue lett your(elf be carried away 
the calumnies of my enemtes, 

The great Athanaſius then went into ba- 
ihacnt for to fulfill the Emperors com- 
mand, and with bim ſome other Biſhops 
that were baniſhed for defending the iuſtice 
if his cauſe. and although he was well re- 
ciged and kindly treated by young Con- 
lantine, the Emperors eldeſt Sonne , and by 
int Maximinus , Biſhop of Trevers ( which 
vathen 4 city of France, and now belongs 
to Germany) yet did his baniſhment cauſe 

at diſorders and confuſion in the Church 
of God, and all Catholicks were much 
troubled and aflifted at - it, And the great 
Faber , Saint Antony Abbot, writ a letter to 
the Emperor , reprouing him, and begging 
of him, #ot to permit Jo vninſt 4 ſentence to 
executed pow ſo innocent and holy & perſon. 
And Conſtantine, who hitherto had bin like 3 
ſunne that gaue light and life vnto the world, 
| now to be ecclipſed and darkaed, 


Saint Athanafius Biſ hop and Door: 


nable- to iopratiate himſelfwith Alexander, 
' Bilbop of Conſtantinople, that by Him he 
might be admitted to the communion ofthe 
Catholick faith. For which end he made 
uſe of the Emperors authority , and of his 
 ſouldiars armes, of the fauour of the Arian 
Biſhops, anda great part of the peoplethat 
followed him. But the holy Biſbop Alexander 
| being informed of the truth, and knowing 

that Arius was no ſheepe otour Lords fold, 
but a cruell and rauenous wolfe, that deſired 
to teare the flock in peeces: rcfolued tody 2 
thouland times rather then to adnit himinto 
the Church: and ſetting aſide boocks, argu- 
ments, armes, and all other human mcanes, 
he made his recourſe to God, as the faithfull 
defender and protefour of his Church, Whee 
refore betaking himſelf wholly to prayer and 
pennance, he ſhut himſelf vp in 2 Church 
which was called the Church of peace: where 
lying proſtrate betore the Altur, with his face 
Hat vpon the ground, and bathed in teares, he 
prayed thus to Almighty God: my Lord graunt 
me that if the faith which F hane, be true, as in- 
failibly it is, Arras, Who is the wretched author of 
nll this miſchiefe, may be iuſtly puniſhed for his 
Wickednes, Fortheſe praycrs, and infinit others 
mac by all the Catholick people, and ſecon- 
ded by a continuall faſt of feauen days, which 
was inſtituted by the prudent counſell of that 


(who at that time was at Conſtantinople) 
God chaſtiſed Arius viſibly with 2 ſhamefull 


itting himſelf to be deceiued and miſled 
, cettain Biſhops, enemies of Saint Atha- 
rakus, who like black and dark clowdes did | 
wercaſt his reaſon and vnderſtanding. | 
But the tempeſt ceaſed not , though Atha- | 
nakus, like an other Ionas , was caſt into | 
the ſea; yea encreaſed, and by reaſon of | 
and animoſity that the authors | 
of it bad taken by this occaſion, it grew lo | 
ligh and ſo furious, that the hereticks pro- | 
eued. Arius to be reſtored and admitted | 
ganat Alexandria, whither he durſt never | 
eater, as long as Saint Athanaſius was there, 
Thixcauſednew-troubles in that city : for the | 
Catbolicks abhorred him as 4 peſtilent bere- 
tickt and lamented extremly the ablence of 
their holy Prelat. Wherevpon Arius returned | 
to Conſtantinople , and being ſupported by | 
| heretick Biſhops, and ſome Courtiers of 
li a&tion, he publiſhed a conleſſion of his 
, nd. ſwore talſly that be beleewed no 
«0 they was there ſet done, and with 
wr abuſed the Emperor: who not- 
vuraGng faid vnto him if what thou 
10h in vrd is the-beleefe of thy bart, thou 
u-frura vell 3 but 'if thou thinkeſt one thing, 
the  ſvory an other, I p1ay.God'to puniſh 
hn the porivry thon hoſt committed. After 
be $ Aus endeauoured by all meancs imagi- | 


; one morning, armed , and accompani 


and horrible puniſhment, For as he verge 
wit 
many ſouldiarsand people, for to enter by vio- 
lence into the Church, he was forced to ſtep A 
ſide to fatisfy the neceſſity ofnature which cal- 
led vpon him ; and there vorded all his bo. 
wells, like Indas, and gaue vp his unfortu- 
nate foule to Sathan - wihereat all the here 
ticks that accompanied him , remained much 
altoaiſhed and confounded, and the Catho» 
licks admiring it, became more couragious 
by ſo particular 3 providence of our Lord, 
This wasthe miſerable end of that miſcreant, 
who notwithſtanding at his death left the 
ſeede of his errors to the world, and fuch 4 
devouring flame, which could hardly be quen=- 
ched with many flo>ds of tcares and blood; 
Alitle after dyed alfo the Emperor Conftan- 
tine, as he was thinking to call back Saint 
Athanaſius from baniſhment, and to reſtore 
him to his Scate and dignity: who aftertwo 
yeares and fower months returned to his 
Churchwith honorable letters from Conſtan« 
tine the younger, that goucrned the Prouince 
of France, and had ſucceeded with his two 
Brothers, Conſtantius and Conſtans in his 
fathers Empire. : 
This is in briefe what happened to Saint 
Athanaſius in the time of Conſtantine the 
| Hbhb great 


moſt worthie man, Iames, Patriarch ofNifibis 
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1h tauour of Saint Athayatius , dcclating him, 
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bleſſed man, hoping thereby to appeaſe the 
ſtorme, and allay the troubles and diflentions 


thatdiſqueted the Church 2 yet for that he was 


a Catholick Prince , and very zcalous tor our 
holy Religion , the hereticks had no great 
credit or power in his time, nor could they 
worke againſt it according to their defire, as 
they did afterwards vnder his ſonne, Con- 
Rantius, who (as we ſaid before) was infected 
with the peſtileat error of *rius, and did 
openly fauour it; and after the death of his 
two Brothers, Conſtantine and Conltans was 
ſole Emperor, and did foarcly aftii&t the Ca- 
tholick Church. and although he had i great 


defire to expell Saint Athanaſius again out of 


Alexandria , as one that thwartcd and hinde- 
red all his peruerſe defignes, he durit never 
attempt it for reaſon ot ſtate ; becauſe his 
eldeſt Brother , Conſtantine, whom he ref- 
peed and oodin awe of, had lent him back 
to his Biſhoprick with 2 moſt honorable teſt1- 
mony of his innocency aad ſanctity : and Con- 
ſtantias was loath togiue him any cauſe of 
diſguſt or offence : and therefore diflembled 
and expeded his occaſion tor to perſecute 
Saint Athanafius. But his other enemies were 
more vioJent and furious, apd could not ſuffer 
ſo long 3 delay: and therefore for todepriue 
him oi his ſeatand dignity, they deputed fome 
to Pope Iulius, and others to the Eniperors 
Conſtantine and Conſtans, ior to complaine 
of Athanaſius, hoping thar becauſe they were 
far of, they were not well informed of the 
true ſtate ot affaires, and therefore wight cati- 
ly be deceiued , and made to beleeue what 
x tho ſhould ſuggeſt vato them, to wit the ma- 
ny lies and calumpies which they had inuented 
and deviſed againſt the Saint, But they were 
all rcie&ed and feat back by the Emperors, as 
they deſerued. And Pope lulius though he 
ſuffciently vaderitood the whole caule , yet 
tomake it more clecr and euident to the wor- 
1d, called a council (as the deputics had deft- 
red him: , becaule they hoped that he would 
neucr doit) and commanded both Athanatius 
and his accuſcrs to come to Rome. Saint A- 
thanaſius came without dclay tor to anſwer, 
and give an account of himielt , and was at 
Rome a ycarc anda halte,:xpe&ing the conun- 
ing of his acculers : who kaowing how bad 
and wicked 4 caule th:y nad to maintaine, 
durſt not appeare, Wacn all things had bin 
ſeen andriead, and moſt exaftly and ſtriftly 
cxamincd in the covncillot fitty Biſhops at- 
ſewblcd at Rome, and the letters allo which 
a Synod of Aicxan. ria had writ to the Pope 
conceining the whole a:taire, had bindilgenly 
peryied; Pope Iulius prcnuunced tentencc| 


great + who although he were decciued and 
carried away by the faftious and hereticall 
May, Biſhops in the peruerſe condemnation of the 


{ender of the Catholick, faith : and conde 
his aducrfaries. During this time of hig 
at Rome, the holy man compoled and _ 
the Symbole, which is called Saint 4thay * 


taith, Which Creed, as 4 thing ſent from 

uen and a moſt aſſured rule ot our holy fa 

bath bin vaanimouſly approucd , recei 

and vſed through all the Catholick Church, 
He broughtalſo with him, when he came t, 
that holy city,the life which bimſclic had wee. 
ten of Saint Antony Abbot, who was yet li 
ving : and it wrought wonderfull effcAs in the 
harts and minds of all that heard it : ſo that 
wany of the prime gentry and nobility were 
thereby moued to leaue the world, and imits 
te Saint Antony in the ſtudy of perſe&ion 
and ſeruice of our Lord and Saviour Jeſu 
Chiiſt. And the name of Monks began to 
Horiſh and to be in great yogue throughlta] 

and the weſtern parts ; for the inſtitute and 
forme of their liuing had bin there long befs 
re, By the ſentence and authority of Popelys 
lius,Saint Athanaſius returned the ſecond time 
to his Sea: but the hereticks, moſt pernicious 
people and wholy poſlefſed with the devil, 
as they ruled the Emperor Conſtantius at their 
pleaſure, procured a councill to be held 
Antioch , whereat the Emperor himſcll ya 
preſent ; and condemned Saint Arhanafug 
apain , alleaging this reaſon among others, 
that hauing bin depoſed by the Council of Tae, 
bereturneato his Church without the authnity 
of that Councll Which had condemned him, 
They ſubſtituted in his place one Gregory a 
Cappadocian, a moſt wicked and inſolent hes 
retick. Whom the Gouernour of Egypt, Phis 
lagrius, an apoſtata from our holy taith,came 
violently to thruſt into the Patriarchall Scat of 
Alexandria with a multitude of barbarousſou- 
[diers, who made great rauage in the city,and 

behaued themſelues with that lewdaes and 


aed troman armie of enemies (ent on purpoſe 
to deſtroy it. They ſparedneither maides, wi 
ues, widows, old women , nor children ſect» 
lar nor Ecclefiaſtick ; and rifled all thingy, fas 
cred and prophane , human anddevin, with 
ſo much impiety and cruelty that it can not 
be expreſſed, And Saint Athanaſius ſecing 
this ſo fad and lamentablea condition of the 
City, ſecretly went out of it, to the end that 
his enemies vaderſtanding that he was gon, 
might remit ſomething of their fury and inſo- 
leccie. But before hisdeparture he writ to all 
the faithiull , animating them in their perſc- 
cutibns, and exhorting them to conſtancy an 

perſeuerance in the Catholick faith, ſo as #0 
4» rather 4 thouſand times , then to communi- 
cate with bereticks , or to bawe any thing to #6 


With them : for tbat they areſho18 enemies 
ot Pn OY gn "Job 


| tnnocent and without blame , and & valiant 4 


his Creed , therein to giue an account of his 


cruelty, that worſe could not hauc bin expe- 
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A = © thus performed the duty of a 
"od ſhepbard towards his flock, he came 


the ſecond time to Rome, as to the ſure hauen 


of faith, to ſee 


A an 
Fantine the eldeſt brother was now deceaſed) 


he could find ſome meanes to ſtop the vio- 
lent and Furious impetuoſty of the heretick:s, 
and quench the raging fire that was burning 
n Alexandria, Egypt , and all the Eaſtern 
ts. Saint Athanaſius was honorably cater- 
tged at Rome by his bolines , Pope Tulius, 
1nd by all the city , as 2 valiant and ſtout 
Captaine of our Lord, and invincible defender 
of the Chutch. There was an other council 
teld at Rome, where his innocency was like- 
viſe approved. The blefled man after he had 
big thee yeares at Rome, was called to Milan 
by Conſtans the Emperor, by whoſe conſent 
zadbythe Popes authority a generall councill 
ws Called at Sardica, a city in the contines 
of Sclauonia, Myſa, and Thracia, which now 
they fay, is called T7449/e, and is belonging to 
the Turcks, In this councill which was of 
tree hundred Biſhops of all the Provinces of 
the yeſterne Church, and ſeauecnty ſix of the 
eaſtern, though ſome ſay fewer, all Catho» 
licks (tor the Arian Biſhops would by no 
meanes come vnto it, but made an aflembly 
2 part at Philipolis , and the reſult ot it they 
liſhedand fold for the councile of Sardi- 
a) prefided Ohus a Spaniard, Biſhop of Cor- 
doua, as Saint Athanaſius himſclt writeth; and 
Arthidamus and Philoxenus were Legats ol 
the 2 Apoſtolick : there were alſo preſen: 
Paphautius , Serapion, Apolonius, Amonius, 
Paulus, Apathon, Spiridioa, Triphilius,Prota» 
husMaininus, and divers other holy Biſhops, 
andrenowned for luch in the Catholick Church, 
Who haung examined with all care and dili- 
pence the cauſe of Saint Athanaſius, declared 
bi fairbto be fincere , true and Cathoitck; an 
thatef bis aduerſaries to be bereticall and aam- 
ne; ard aboue all that Gregory was an uſur- 
þ" of the ſeate of «Alex anaria , and nv Bijkop: 
ud ſo they writ 1n 4 lecter to the Church 
& Alexandria 2448 they ſbould by no meane. 
ob tin, nor acknoWvledge in him any authority, 
but rezaue obey, and renerence their t1ue ang 
Wh Bilbop Athanaſius, w ho, when the coun- 
Ul ys ended , went to the Emperor Con- 
tAquileia, whither he had 1nuited him, 

ad from thence with him into France; and 
France paſſing again by Rome, he came 
Mich , where Conſtantius then was: 
ole dither Conſtans was ſo zealous tor 
> faith, and (o great an imitator 
«as piety, Conſtantine the great, 
; _— much Athanaſius ſuftercd tor 
edand tauoured him tighly, and 


wh 


if by the authority of the Po- 
4 ofthe Emperor Gonſtans ( for Con- 
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, and of all Religion aud truth. 


hart, that he writ to his Brother Conſtanti- 
us to reſtore him to his Church; threatning, 
in caſe he refuſed to do it, to.declate war 
apainſt Him, and to come himſelf in the head 
of a powertull armie , for to ſettle the bleſſed 
Biſhop again in his Patriarchall Throne. And 
as Conſtans by his Brothcr Conſtantine his 
death, was become very powerfull , and poſ- 
ſefſed two parts of the Empire, being alſo 3 
reſolute and couragious Prince; Conſtantius 
feared much to offend him, eſpecially being 
at that time at wars with the Perſians, hefaw 
he could not well menage two ſuch weightie 
and important affaires, agd refiſt at once two 
moſt powertull enemies, Therefore hauin 
conſulted the matter with ihe Arian Biſhops, 
he writ three letters to Athanaſius to deſire 
him for to come vnto him, offering him his 
aſſiſtance and favour : not tor Religion orany 
zcale he had of the Catholick faith ; but for 
reaſon of ſtate, For which relpe& alſohe ca+ 
tertained him very cuuilly, and with a cheers 
tull countenance; and would not permitany 
diſcourſe to be had of former inturies, the me+ 
mory whereof he defired might be utterly abo« 
liſbedt and promited him vpon his oath from 
hence forward to(hew him all fauour, and neuer 
to gine credit to any accteſations againſt him 
before be heard him ſpeake in his one defence. 
And when the Emperor by the counlell of 
the hereticks had made ſo fair a ſhew of his 
gracious fauour and kindnes to Athanaſius, 
he hadded that as he was readie to gratify him 
in any thing , and to do bim all thepleaſure he 
could , andreſtore him ith honour to bis Church; 
ſo be did \mutually requeſt of him one courteſy, 
which Was to permit one Church in Alexandria 
to thoſe, bo profeſſing an other Religion and 
faith , had diffuculty to communicate with bim. 
To whom the Saint replyed that all that the 
Emperor commanded ſhould be don ; but be did 
beſeech tim withall to giue order that thoſe of 
his profeſſion might like wi/e baue 4 Church giuen 
them in Anizoch , where they might meete Wits 
bout f:are , and celebrate denine ſeruice. This 
anſwer ſurpriſed the Emperor, and Ropped 
him from viging that matter any more: and 
the hereticks counſeiled him to breake it of 
tor they iulged it to be beiter for them to 
receiue no Churchat Alexandria from Atha- 
nafius , then to give the Catholicksa Church 
at Antioch. Conſtantius writ letters to the 
Church of Alexandria for the receiving of 
Athanaſius: for ſo Princes uſe to do againſt 
their inclination: when they ſee themfclues 
compelled vato it: and belides, hereticks 
know well howto ſerue themſclues of the 
craft and diſſimulation of the toxe, when they 
find it not to beto their purpote to fe the 
tury of the yon. The holy Prelate returned 
the ſecond time to Alcxandiia, with theſe 


Me is defence and protectioa fo much to | letters of Conſtantius Emperor, and a” 
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of Pope Tulius to all theclergie and people 
of Alexandria, But firſt he went to Ieruſalem, 
where he was received with wonderfull kind- 
' nes and afteQion by the holy Patriarck Max- 
iminvs. there was heldthena Synod, at which 
Saint Athanaſius was preſent ; and his faith 
and Conſtancy was highly praiſed and com- 
mended. The Arian pretended Biſhop Gre- 
gory , who, as we ſaid, by violence and force 
of armes had bin thruſt into the ſeat of Alex- 
andria by the hercticks , and had bin depoſed 
and declared to be no Biſtop by the coun- 
Cil of Sardica, ten n:onths after that coun- 
Ci], before Saint thanafivs ki; return, was 
murdered by the pcople of the ſame city, 
who could not longer endure his infolences 
and abuſes. 

Saint Athanaſius was receiucd and welco- 
med by the Church and city, as one ſent dow- 
ne vnto them from heaven, to wit with in- 
credible {ignes and demonſtrations of ioy, ap- 
plauſe on congratulation: eucn as Pope Ju- 
lius by his letters had counſciled them to do 
In rhe words. Rectiue, my dearly teloaed, your 
Biſhop eAthanaſius with entire glory and jpi- 
rituallioy: and together with him all thoſe that 
baue bin hir companions in bis great andtoil- 
ſome perſecutions: and eniog now the oug your 
prayers , ſeeing you bane often fed and recrea-» 
ted bim with yeur wholeſome letters, «And the 
time that he bath bin abſent from you, and de- 

firous to hauzs you remain Conſtant in the con« 
Zefſion of your faith, you comforted him by your 
fidelity and ſaacere obedience , and encouraged « 
bim in the painfull latours and calamities be 
bath endured. Truly 1 baue Particular toy to 
think bow encry one of 30u will retoyce at the 
return of your good paſior into your city, and 
in What manner ou Tillgo forth to meete him, 
What welcomes, what mirth , hat triumphant 
exultation there vill be , when you [hall meete, 
and imbrace, and Jolace yourſelues togetber, 
What an exceſſine io) and comfort will it be 

or you, hen our Brother returns wnto you, 
Shen alb affliffions and miſeries ſball haue an 
end; andtherejhall be a: it vere but one hart 
among you all, for one and the ſame thing ſhall 
be the'ioy of all. Which in @ great mea/arerea- 
cheth alſo vnto us, to whom God hath done 
the fauour to tiing us to be acquainted With 
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p, and Do&or, 
| rents baue begged of their children; and buy 


many children of thetr parents , not to kinder 
them, or make them abandon the piety which 


perfwared their wines, and- how many Women 
obtained of their bufbands, to line continent, and 
to forbeare from lafull pleaſure, that they ma 
22ne themſelues more fieely to prayer , as the 
Apoſtle teacheth? hoy many widows andorphan 
that Yere reatie to periſh for bungar andns. 
kednes , haue bin relieued by the tountifull ol. 
- nes of people ? and to conclude in briefe, they 
ras ſo much feruor, and ſuch an alaity of thy 
people in the purſuit of vertue, that ewery bouſ 
and family ſeemed to be a Church of Gad fy 
the goodnes of the inhatitans, and their gn« 
uauall prayer : and there Vas an admralle ani 
excellent peace iy the Church , all Writing to 
eAthanaſins, and recetuing letters from him q 
a ſonernine peace and tranquillity. Thele are 
the words of that moſt holy Doftor, 
But whilſt the Church of &lexandria was 
in this happy ſtate by the vigilancy of their 
worthy Paſtor; the Arians eudeauoured, acs 
cording to their cuſtome, to ditturb it, and 
to caſt Athanaſius once more out of it, for 
as long as he was in it , they hadlitle hopes 
topreuaile. They had an occaſion offered them 
to attempt it : forthe Emperor Conſtans, the 
only proteor and ſupport of Athanaſius, and 
whom Conſtantius did very much reſpe& 
and feare, was treacherouſly ſlaine, and 
Magnentius a tyrant uſurped the Empire: out 
Lord permitting that the Catholick Prince 
ſhould: die, and che hereticall Emperor ſurui- 
ue : thercby to puniſh the ſins of the world, 
and to refine and purify hisſeruants themore, 
and ſeparate the chaff from the com with 
the wind of perſecution, which aſterwards as 
raiſed, The hereticks laboured much to per- 
ſwade Conftantus, that ſeeing now there 
wasNnO tnote awe of a Brother to refrain him, 
he would baniſh Athanaſius, But Conſtants 
us, although he were ſufficiently inclined 
therevato, for to wreake the malice and ill 
will which for 4 long time he had born him: 
yet ſeeing himſelf fore put to it on euery fide 
(for the war with the Perſians, who in ſeue- 
rall battells had wosſted him, had very ill 
ſucceile : and the tyrant Magnentius was bee 


ſo boly and jo conjiderabie 4 perjon. This wri- 
teth Pope Ivlius. The frvn vas wondertull 
great which the people of Alexandria rcaped / 
in their ſoules by the return of Saint Atha- 
naſius, of. which h:mſelt hath thele words. 
Great Was the ivy of ail the frople for my com> 
ming , exhorting one en other to vertue. How 
many maides that thought to marie, bane con- 
ſecrated their wirgiaily to leſus Chriſt? how 
many young men being incited by the example 


come very powerfull, and maſter of all the 
dominions that had bin vnder Conſtans) tor 


-rcaſon offiate would not at preſent attcwpt 


any thing againſt Saint Athanaſius ; but wal- 
ting for a better occaſion , writ a new vaio 
him fetters full of loue and kindnes, wheren 
he confirmed what formerly he had promil 

him, and offered him other courtelics a 
fauours. But when he had fought with Mag- 
nentius, and after 2 long and doubtlull fight 


of others, their companions , baue vrdetahken 
and embraced 4 mongſiicaki liftet bow many pa- | 


badat legthutterly defeated and oucrthrowne 
him, => was now acknowledged and obeyed 


they ove to Chriſt ? bow many buſband; haue% 
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is 4Golute Lord and Monarck through. all 
the prouinces of the Roman Empire, abuſing 
the proſperity and mighty power that God 
given him, he turned it all againſt himand 
inſt his holy Catholick faith, intending 
10 do his vemoſt to deſtroy and utterly to 
vine it. To which purpoſe he leuellcd all 
hichattering pEeces and all his engines againtt 
the great Athanaſias , as the ſtrongeſt hold, 
lake and defenſe of it ; and asfuch, he 
kd from his hart hate and deteſt him, as his 
keadly enemie; without any- regard to the 
nanyand frequent promiſes he had made him, 
or to the ſtablenes and Canſtancy which he 
owed to his faith and word, as well for the 
Mnour of the name he bore, as for the Ma- 


fy of his Royall perſon and Empire, He * 


commanded then the memorie of Athanaſius to 
he condenined, and all Biſhops that refuſed 
to fine bis condemnation to be baniſhed. 
and to preſſe them the more to it, he cauled 
 councile to be a{lcmbled at Milan of almoſt 
thee hundred Biſhops: and as they began to 
{t ig the Church , he made them remoue to 
his pallace, that himſelf might be preſent as 
lndee and wienes againſt Athanaſius. and he 
thralt out of their ſeates, Denis Biſhop of Mi- 
kn, Euſebius Biſhop of Vercells , Paulinus 
Biſhop of Treuers, Lucifer Biſhop of Calaris 
inSardinia becauſe they would not ſubſcribe 


to: his conderanation : among whom Saint | 


Euſebiusand Saint Denis dyed in baniſhment, 
For the fame cauſe alſo he baniſhed the chiefc 
Paftorandhcad of the Church Liberius, who 
by the death of Saint Iulius Pope had tuccee- 
&din the Chaire of Saint Peter: for when he 
touldneither induce bim by guifts , nor moue 
bim bythceats, nor perſwade him by letters 
and nelkpes, nor even, when he had called 
him ao bim to Milan , could prevaile with 
tim by all the arguments and motiues he 
wild aſe, be ſent him far away into Berea 
n Taracia, He likewiſe perſecuted - Ofius, 
Bilbop of Cordoua , 4 man moſt venerable for 
v2, leaming, and authority, and for ha- 
Wy bin father and maſter of many Biſhops, 
Wo had alſo preſided in the counciles of 
Nie and of Saxdica, and therefore was in 
ip teenie and reputation with al : and 
Zaperoc thought it to import him ex- 
RUngly to draw fuch an eminent man and 
at tohis fation, and to get himto con- 
Athanaſius, thinking that thea the 
Vide world migat be perſwaded that his 
"MMmnation was iuſt an legall; an for to 
03 lim to 1t,, he afflifked the good man 

c ceſſely, Butnone of theſe worthie Biſho 
could be PS 
ro wrought ypon, ormoued to con- 
| 1 the peruerſe and damnable inten- 
- the Emperor : for they wete refol- 
a 'adergo whatſocuer calamity or cru- 
tatherthen to ſigne the voiuſt con- 


> - 


Saint - Athanaſius Biſhop 'and Do&or: 


demnation of that moſt holy and innocent 
Man, whoſe cauſe was {o linked aud tyed 


Zito 


2, 


to that of the Catholick faith, that it w as all Mar, 


one to condemne Saint Athanaſius, and to con- 
dewn the Catholick Church. and (or this 
reaſon did the Arians fohotly and furioufly 
perlecute thele holy men, hoping to force 
all the reſt at their pleaſure, 

A man can hardly belecue what a hortible 
and dreadtull perſecution this was, whichthe 
Emperor Conſtauuus, preteading toimpugne 
Athanaſius, raiſed againſt the whole Catho= 
lick Church: the fary ahd violence wheres 
of was to great, that like a deluge it ouer- 
flowed al the Prouinces of the Exit, noc 
{paring alſo many of the weſt. The jmpiety 
of Conſtantius was cquall to his power. Eu» 


tle, and tull of craft, who was continually 
caſting wood vpon the fire that buratin her 
poore hut bands breaſt, The wilines and vio» 
lence of hereticks was increqible , the eagere 
nes of the officers that were to execute the 
wicked deſigns, and the flatteric , whereby 
they labourcd tooblige their Maſter ,and gain 
his affeion, can hardly be explicated. The 
deuill, ſworn enemie ot Tefus Chriſt, incited 
and ſtirred them all vp, and 'made the flame 
of the fornate of Babylon break, forth, and mount 
forty cnbits bigh. And our Lord permittedall 
this for the puniſhazent of the wicked, and 
the triall of the good, and for the greater 
glory of his holy faith , which at laſt did 


maruelouſly triumph ouer ſo many and ſuch 
powerfull aduerfaries. Innumerable Biſhops 
were driuen out of their Churches , and bae 
niſhcd : Deacons, Pricils , and Clergic-mem 
ſundric ways afflied and abuſed : Religious 
men and Saints that had hidthewſeclues in 
denns and caves, and liuedin deſerts, were 
taken and impriſonned, acd moſt ſhamefully 
treated and perfecuted, in that outragious 
manner, that Saint Baſil faith , that the perſe- 
cution in Conſtantins bis time Was Jo ſharp and 
terrible , that he looked wpon it as the begin- 
ning of «Antichriſt Raigne, of which the Apoſrle 
ſpeaketh in bis Eprſile to the Theſſalonians. But 
let us leave that, and relate what happened 

to Saint Athanaſius at Alexandria, Conſtan- 
tius nominated tor Biſhop in his place, one 
George, 4 fellow ſo deſperatly wicked, as 
if he had had no fouleto looke to,moſt fierce 5d 
cruell. and ſent with him five thouſand foul- 

diers vader the command of Sirianus , who 

with theſe armed troopes cated the Church, 

where Saint athanatius was praying, and pre- 

ſeatly laid hands on the people that were 

with their holy Paſtor; and put gards at the 
doies that the Biſhop might not eſcape; who 

ſeating himlelf in his chaire exhorted the peo= 
ple to pray, id would not fly for feare of brin- 
ging them into trouble or danger. But leeing 


Liii that 


ſebia the Emprefle wasalſo an heretick, ſub» 


th, 
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' ſubſcribe vnto it : and that many being in- 


' troubled and affiifted, tor to ſec the ſouldiers 


 throwe and beat downe herefies, with that 
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that our Lord had ſo blinded the ſouldiers 


that ſought for him, that they could not ſee 
him though they were cioſe by him : he paſſed 
throvgh the midle of them , with ſome of the 
clergie and Religious men ; and going out of 
the Church , ſaved himlſelt by a particular 
goodnes and providence of Almighty Cod. 
He fled into the deſert, and there lay hid 
in 4 drie ceſtern fix yeares; during which time 
he ſaw none of his kindred, acquaintance, 
or frends, no not even the ſunne © nor was 
feen by any man, belides one onely ſcruant, 
who brought him food for to keepe him aliue. 
For the Emperor Conſtants , and the he- 
reticks that counſelled and ruled :him, tor the 
moſt paſſionat deſire they had to gett him 


alive or dead, uſcd all _— and meanes | 


imaginable for to learn where he was, and 
to find him out, tor to draw him, if they 
could, euen from the center of the earth, They 
ſent forth their emiſlaries, ſcoutes, and ſpies 
throughall parts, with an infinity of ſergeants, 
purſcuants, and other officers, for to run 
ouer all provinces, citys, townes , villages, 
and to price into every hole and corner with- 
out leauing any place vnſearched, for to dil- 
couer Athanaſius, as it he had bin the com- 
mon enemic of mankind. But he was a true 
frend and faithfuil feruant of our Lord, who 
d&1d proue an4 exerciſe him with theſe hard 
conflicts, and kept him company, whilſt he 
was left alone in aceſtern and vaſt ſolitude: 
there he cntertained and recreated him with 
deuine conſolations, and raiſcd him aboue all- 
thoſe that perſecuted him and were infcarch 
for him, giving him a viftory and triumph 
ouer them, In this time of his retirement he 
vnderſtood that the hereticks had {et forth 3 
confeſſion of their perfidious belecfe, and had 
gue ittotke Catholicks for to figne it, and 


timidated by the feucre commands and threats 
ot theEmperor, bad ſigned it, at which this 
Saint and ſtoute captain was exceedingly 


of ourLord to be of fo feeble a courage and 
ſo faintharted in the defenſe of his faith and 
cauſe: and likea lyon that was roaring in the 
deſert, he writ foure orations for to confirm 
and ſettle the Catholick verity, and to ouer- 


ſririt, do&:in, and eloquence, that they are 
a lively purtrait of Athanaſius. 

Whilſt the affaircs of the Church were in 
this ate, it pleaſed God to take Conſtantius 
out ot this lite; in whole place ſucceeded [y- 


lian the Apoltata, his coſcn german : who, 
though he had ,þin a faincd Chriſtian, and 
Wat truly an enemie of Chriſt, and defired 
to rocte cut his name and Religion, if it 
were poſlible , from the face of the earth: yet 


the better to-decetuc the Chriſtians and gain | 


| ceaſe, The teaſt ded , to wit Conſtantius Em- 


| may learn that as God doth exalt the humble 


\ the honour which was done him may turn (0 


cams gy -— 


the opinion of a mild andclement Prince, avd 
eſtabliſh his Empire by the affeion and 

will of the people ;asalfo tor the hatred he 2% 
bore Conſtantius ; to vndo what he had do, Mi 
ne, and to caſe and comfort thoſe whom 
he had oppreſſed; out ot policy, herecalled 
all the Biſhops to their Scats, whom he had 
baniſhed; as Saint Icrome writeth ih theſe 
words : The litle «Apoſtolicall hip was itgreat 
danget. the Winds were hirh and boifterou, the 
Wanes aidriſe, and beat againſt it on eutry ſide, 
fo that in 4 matiner all cope was loſt. But oug 
Lo1d awakened, and commanded the ſtorms ty 


peror, and the feas grew calme. jball I ſpeaks 
more clearly? all the Biſbops that hadhin cf 
out of their chairs, returned back to their Chur. 
ches , by the conſent of the new Prince, Then 
did Egypt receiue her great and victorious 
Paſtor, Saint eAthanaſins. Atid Saint Gregory 
deſcribing Saint Athanaſius his return from 
the deſert to Alexandria , ſaith that it war 
more ſolemn, ani bad 4 greater reſort and wn | 
courſe of people, and vas more fullof iy andtri. 
umpbant exultation , then if the Emperor bims 
ſelf had made his entrance into the city, All 
the people being ſet in order according to thei 
age, quality , andoffice, went forth to meete bim: | 
and the boly man came meanily mounted vu 
A fally beaſt, herein repreſenting our Saviont 
entrance into Feruſalem : and not only thelith ( 
children, as to our Lord Teſus, but mm and t 
women of different tonguer and nations, did | 
flrine who ſbould, by the loudeſt cryes, wht ! 
their io andinbilee; gining thanks to our Lid uv 
for hauing ſent them their Paſtor again. Mud : 
feaſling and many bankets there were both is 0 
publick, and in priuat , aud they powred farh : 
m»ſt prettous ointments: and for the multituit \ 
of lights and torches the night ſeemed to be chat» c 
ged into 4 moſt clear day. Nor can any manut al 
of teſtifying their iofull congratulation be this ſo 
#u7ht of , which was not there expreſied for We - 
C; 
00 
Ch 
we 
th; 


coming Saint «Athanaſius. So doth God plc to 
honour bis ſeruants: and there was'greatie 
ton for him tohonour 4 man that had cn 

ſo much, and had bin fo greeuouſly affronted 
and abuſed for his ſake. And to the end we 


ſo doth he alſo cait downe the proud , 
many times aduanceth the wicked man #0 
dignities, that his fall may be the greater, and 


his ſhame and contuſis: it is very remarkadls 
that the pretended Biſhop George, who had 
bin fa&iouſly and violently intruded by Cor 
ſtantius into the Epiſcopall ſea of Saint Ath# 
nafius , befides that for his herefie he was 
teſted and abhorred by all Catholicks , 


ſo rack and opprefie the people ; that the 
thens that lived at alexar:dria, not being a 


to endure his inſolencics , iN 3 great 13g* 


killed him atid tore him in peeces ; and 
hrowing bis mangled carcaſle ypona camel, 

A cartied it through the = then burnt it, and 

F cf the aſhes into the ſea: and laſtly burnt 
the camel!, as an abominable and execrable 
thing for hauin touched that facrilegious 


body. Thus did that vſurper come to be wor:-. 


thily puniſhed for his wickednes againſt God, 
iaink our holy Religion, and againſt Saint 
Athanaſius : and like an other Aman was han- 
ped ypon the gibbet which he had prepared 
tor Mardocheus , and Athanaſius was exalted 
and honored by all, as Mardochcus bad bin in 
js CayS. 
_— Saint Found his Church much cor- 
wpted and defiled by the cull gouernment 
the falſe Biſhop George : and by the violen- 
ce and inſolencies it had ſuffered. Bnthe pre- 
ently applyed himſelf to cleanſe it from all 
th and vacleanes of the Arians, mot rowghly, 
ur vith threats and terrors, but, as Saint Gre- 
Nazianzen writeth , with /weetnes and 
lenes; and With ſtrong and efficacious rea 
j1ns, the more eaſily to perſwvade the truth: and 
te aſſembled 2 councile to repaire the brea- 
hes, and heale the wounds that had bin made 
by the hereticks. Moreover by the example of 
his holy life, by Þus beaucnly doQttin, by his 
courage and prudence he gained many genti. 
les that yere yet at Alexandria, to the faith of 
Chiift, lulian the Emperor. was informed of 
this, and was extremly troubled atit: fornow 
be hadpulled ot his maske of hypocrific, whe- 
tewith be had appeared ſo courteous and cis 
villto the Chriſtians, for to deceiuc and be- 
puile them, Forin effect he ſought for nothing 
more then for to ruine them , and to propa- 
pate and ſet yp thorough all his Empire the 
worſhip of falſe Gods: and he buſicd bimſelt 
continually in offering them moſt cruell and 
abominable ſacrifices, and in conſulting his 
louthlayers, necromancers and magicians, 
Vherclore the hereticks who hated Saint A- 
thanafivs, as a main prop and vpholder of the 
Catbolick faith ; and the gentiles that could 
not endure to ſee ſo many of theirs become 
Chriſtians, for to incenſe the Empezor the 
more, conſpired together , and writ vnto him, 
that ſthanafius Yar as poiſon to the Religion 
of the Jmmortall Gods, and Yould prone its 
vita deſiruftion, and therefore if he ere not 
With al jpeed caſt forth of Alexandria, bis Res 
gjon Yould fnk, and come to nothing and thete 
ticks and painims knew 1o well to ett 
Mt their ſtory, that Iulian ( who of bis uwne 
«cord was tufficiently inclined to periccute 
SntAthanaſius) writ to Eudiciuvs, Governor 
o Egypt in thele termes. Althcugh you write 
Wt 19 meof other aff aires; yet certatnly you ought 
0 Viite and gine me an account of «4 thanaſtus 
' Lieat enemie of our Gods ; ejpectally hawing 
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made againſt bim. I ſveare wnto you by the God 
Swaps dbes if Athanaſius enemie of the Gods, 
do not depart ont of your city, yea out of all Eryp* 
before the f'f of december , F Will puniſh the 
ſouldiers that are wider your command, and 
fine them 4 bundred pound veight in gold. you 
knov that 1 am flow , and loath to puniſh, and 
do proceed leiſurly to the condemnation of any 
mat: but alſo I am nery bard to patdoi him that 
I bane once condemned. I can not endure that 


our Gods ſhould be abuſed and tontemned by 
this mans meaites. Of all the ſertiices you can 
do me, f know none which will pleaſe me more 
' and giue me greater content, then that you thruſt 


[wade within my Empire ſome principall Ladys 
of Greece to be baptized. This is Tulians letter, 
by which we may ſce the hatred he had of As 
thanaſius, and the teaſon why he perſecuted 
him. By this aew order giuen by the ſacrile« 
gious apoſtata , Saint Athanalius was once 
more to leaue Alexandria, who ſeeing his peo- 
ple oppreſſed with ſorrow and griete, to la- 
ment his departure with an infinity of teares; 
ſaid cheerfully vato them: aff1:4 not your ſel- 
wer, and looſe tot courage , for this ſtormeſball 
ſoont te blower oner, lalian was not content 
to baniſh Saint Athanafius from Alexandria 
and Epypt : but for the ſpleene and hatred he 
bore him , he ſecretly commanded he ſhould 
be put to death: whereof the holy man being 
aduertiſed in time, imbarked himfcltin a ſhip 
for to ſhunne the danger. He that had charge 
to kill him,- purſuedhim with a band of ar« 
med men: and when he had almoſt overtaken 
him, thoſe that were in the companie of Saint 


ſaue bimſelf in ſomit caue or aecjert place. But 
he inſpired by our Lord, defired the Maſter 
of the ſhip to turn his courſe, and faile towards 
thoſe that made after him; who ſeeing the 
ſhip paſſe by them, asked of the paſſengers 
Whether they bad jeen Athanaſius; and they 
anſwering that they bad ſeen bim & lite be- 
fore ſmile that Way, the enemics with what 
baſt they could, held on their courſe:and when 
they were thus deluded, Saint Athanaſius re- 
turning to Alexandria, was ſecretly Kept and 
protefted by the Catholicks vatill the wicked 
Apoſtata Tulian was flain ; who bauing thre« 
atned to ruine and defltoy 21tthe Chriſtians, 
as ſoone as he ſhould make an end of the war 
with the Perftans, periſhed moſt miſerably 
in it: and that clowd was blowen ouer , as 
Saint - Athanafius bad propheſied, and the 
boiſterous ſtorme ceaſed: tor Iouinian was 
choſen Emperor, aCatholick and godly Prin« 
ce; whom the armie made choice of for his 
fingular valour and proweſle; but he would 
'not accept of the command, vntill the ſogl- 


brand before of the excellent decrees yl ich ve 


diars profefled they would be Chiiftians. And 
bs = although 


the traitor and wicked man athanaſins out of 
| all Egypt, who hath bin (o audacions as to pers 


Athanaſius adviſed him to leap on ſboare, and 


32 


2, 
Mar. 


3'3 


2, 


May, baniſhed by Tulian, (ould return to their 


-zemouall of his was, as it appearcd, a 


-was gone {orth of the city, the Gouernour 


with intention to apprehend hm, But at 
length the Emperor Valens, cither that he 
fcared that his B:other Valcntinian would | 


Saint Athanaſius Biſhop and Dodor. 


although he liued not eight months compleat, 
he commanded that all Biſhops, who had bin 


churches, and eſpecially Athanahius ; whom 
he eſteemed 4 Saint, revercnced as a Biſhop, 
obcyed as his Maſter, and honorcd as the 


oxeateſt defender of the fait of Chriſt, in. 


this ſhort time of the Raigne of Touinian, 
and in that of Valentinian , who ſucceeded 
hicm, Saint Athanaſias had ſore reſoit , and 
gouerned his Church with letie trouble and 
oppolition then before, altt.oughihe Arians, 
gentils, and Iewes were continually barking 
againſt bim, and gaue bunalways forme mat- 
ter of feare and diſquict, | 
But Valentiniantooke tor his afjociat and 
partner in the Enzpire his brother Yalens, and 
leauing to him the goucrnmevt of the Eaſt, 
contented himfclt with the weſtern provin- 
ces. and Valens, who had bin. a Catholick, 
bcing miſled by his wite , an Arian woman, 
and by Eudoxius, Archbiſhop of Conttanti- 
nople, wbo had baptized him, became allo 
an Arian; and forto autkoriſe and dilate that 
ſ{e& in all his dominions, refolued to perſecu- 
te Catholicks, and take away their churches, 
and to baniſh all thoſe Bilbops that with- 
ſtood him , andin the firſt place Athanafius, 
who was the' beſt able to oppoic and hinder 
his deſigns, To this purpoſe he publiſhedan 
ed1& that all Biſkops, who bad bin driven 
out of their ſeats by Conſtantius, and had 
bin reſtored by. Jouinian, ſhould be now ex- 
pulſed again. When this was — at 
Alexavdria, a man can hardly belecue what 
A mutiny andconſternation it wrought among 
the people : for all the Catholickstooke vp 
arwes tor to defend their Palior and holy 
Prelat. But he jcaring a greater fedition, and 
being 
thing tor his fake, hid himieli in the city, 
and lay cloic for tower months in his fathers 
totnb, as if he had bin there buricd alin: 
and when the tury of that commotion was 
 ouer, and things began to be more quiet and 
calme, on 3 ſuddain he lelt the city, and 1c» 
tired to a remote and deſert place. and this 


'yery particular prouidence of our Lord that 
protcted him. For the very night aitcr he 


of the contrey came with a great company 
of ſouldiers, and entred the Church where 
the Saint had bin but a litle while betore, 


take it very heincully trat Saint Athanaſtus 
ſFould be abuſcd by bim, he being a moſt 
Catholick Prircc : or for to {top and preuent 
the great ſcancalls and tations which were 


loath that his flock ſhould ſuiter any | 


Biſhop; or for ſome other reſpe&s whichmg. 
ued hun, when he was informed of what 
had pafled, com:wnded that Athanaſius ſhould 
be permitted to xe turn tecarely to his Church: 
and fo he did: labovring with the ſame ili 
gence, vigilancie and conſtancy in our Lord; 
vineyard, vntill he thought fit to call bin 
to bimſelt, and giue him the reward and 
CIOWnc of his long, wmenſc, and moſt plo- 
riovs laboutrs, 

Ot Saint Athanahus his death Saint Gre. 
voory Nazianzen wilteth thus, He ended big 
life in 4 vuy old age, and Vent tokeepe wii 
tany With bistathers, the Patriarihs, Prophets, 
Apoſiies , Martyrs, who had fought ſtoutlyfur 
the truth, as te aid: ann to comprije tis ein 
tapy in few Words: be departed this life vith 
jar greater bunour and glory then Yeas that 
With Which he had bin receined at the entreys 
nbich he made into eAlexantria, For bis death 
was lamented by all good men With infiuit tea. 
res , leauing imprinted in their harts the in« 
mortail glory of his Nazze. And aftet theſe 
words he turns his ſpeech to the Saint whom 
he defires to Jooke done pon him from hea 
wen ; to fawour andafſiſt bimin the gourrnment 
of the flock. committed by God wnto his charge, 
and to conjerxe it in the Catholick faith: and 
if for the finns of the world hereticks vere any 
way to prewaile againſt it: to neliner himfnn 
theje miſerzes, and to tiring bim by bis inter 
cefſion to enioy God in his company : though 
this might jeente 4 great and to bold @ requi 
Saint Athanaſius dyed on the ſecondot May, 
in the yeare of our Lo1d three hundred ſez 
wenty two, when he had gouerned theChurch 
of Alexandria fix and toity yeares, amidſt 
thoſe labours, tioubles, perſecutions, turmoi- 
les, battells, victories and trophees, which 
we haue here briefly related, And whatſoever 
is faid or can be taid in his praife comethve- 
ry ſhort of what the graveſt Autors of the 
Ecclefiaſiicall hiſtoric do write of him, as 
alſo of the encomiums wherewith the holy 
fathers and lights of the Catholick Church 
do celebrate his memorie. Among whom 
Saint Gregory Nazianzen calleth him theee 
of the Wworla, Prelat of Praefis , Cenfeſtor gue 
de, and maſier , 2 (ublime woice, a firm pitt 
of faith , and after Saint John Baptiſt the jt« 
cond light or torch , and Precurſor of Teſus Chip 
Saint Baſil alle, Saint Gregories companion, 
and others do highly extoll him, and with 
good reaſon: for behdes his great courage, 

zcale, conſtancy. and perſeucrance, where- 
with vntill his death he delended the Ci 
tholick faith by infinit labours and periccu- 
tions; he was allon.oſt humble, modeſt, pit 
dent, and abouc ali moſt inflamed with the 
love of God , as appeareth by what he ſuftce 


Ike to atilc iniat city tos the great loue anc| 


red and enCurcd for the ſane, and by the 
dchire 


affe&ion the people had for this moſt holy 


i A. £4... a». a _F if... A+. 4 


| je wight cultiuat and enlighten that 


- and worthic of all admiration, I think it not 


had to dilate and propagate _ 

nd glory through the world: for 
hy hy moſt remote parts of Eaſt 
be - Frym6tius,wÞom he conſecrated Biſhop, 


{he he 


yhnd nation with the knowlege of Chriſt, 


| f the holy Goſpel. 
—_ Ik of this Saint being ſo remarkable 


7 advertiſe the reader , what ought 
—_— be confidercd, pondered, and imi- 
edthere1n. For firſt in the diſcourſe of the 
life of this olorious DoRor , there appearcth 
-nidently the poWer Of God, that lo armeth 
ind ſrengebneth a-weake and fraile man, 
that all the pOWEer of Princes, _ armies, 
ind of the whole world, and hell befides, 
copld not prevaile againſt him, We learnalſo 
vih what firmnes, Conſtancy, and reſolu 
tion, a true Catholick _ to maintain the 

rity and integrity of our holy faith: and we 
rover the crooked ways, wiles, and deyi- 
{ which hereticks uſe forto ſtain and cor- 
nyt it; and do ſee that by the fauour and 
countenance of wicked Princes, herehie is fo- 


nented and encreaſed,, whom our Lord tor | 


(ment ofour ſinns placeth in command 
od authority , and putteth the rod ip their 
hands, ſeeing that in ſo ſhorta time he called 
out of the world Conſtans and Iouininian, 
Catholick Emperors, and zealous defenders 
of his boly Religion: and gave the Empire to 
Conflantius, Iulian, and Valens, who like 
exell enemies perſecuted and moleſted it. [t 
s alſo to be obſerued that theſe profeſſed 
enemies of God, when their affaires required 
it, did favour Saint Athanaſius, and were 
moſt courteous and kind ynto him, making 
Religion ſerue their turn for the conſeruation 
of their crowne: But our Lord, who will be 
ſerved by Princes in verity and truth, and 
vitha pute and ſimple bart, puniſhed them 
alatlength : Conſtantjus with an apoplexie, 
that ſoone diſpatched him out of this lite, 
lulian with an arrow ſent from heauen. and 
Falens was burnt alive by the barbarians in 
a thatched houcll , whither he fied for toſaue 
kinelf, being defeated in 2 battell, For als 
though God maketh uſe of wicked Princes, 
as his miniſters and cxccutioners, tor the 
puniſtment 6f Provinces and kingdoms, whe. 
k they tule; yet their command and power 
aeth no longer; then the fame Lord per- 
witteth: arid ordinarily after be hath uſed them 
the rod of bis fury , he caſteth them into 
the fre, thete to be burnt and conſumed: 
nd UK luſt and yertuous men , that haue bin 
vlupt and ſcourged by them , become vieto- 
ous and glorious : even as our bleſſed Saint 
Atanahius triumphed over thoſe wretched 
and Viltappic tyrants, and ouer all the here- 


—_— 
—_ 


Saint Athanaſius Biſhop and Door. 


malice, rage, and cruelty. Saint Athanaſius 
bath written two boocks agaivſt the genuls 
( as faith Saint Icrome ) and one againſt Va- 
lens and Vrſacius hereticks, an other boock 
of virginity. and diverſe ot the Arian perſe. 
cutions : alſo of the title ofthe Pfalmes, and 
the life of the great Saint Anthony Abbot, 
and many epiltles , and fundrie other works, 
which the Fevs Door faith it would be to 
long to recken, and theſe writings of his wes 
re {o highly eſteemed ant reverenced by all 


| Antiquity ; that 3 holy Abbor, Coſmas ( of 


93 Unt perſecuted him with ſuch 1<liles 


whom Sophronivs maketh mention) ſpeaketh 
thus : Whex you /ball find any /entence or word 
of the Yorks of Athanaſius, ard bant no paper 
at band to write it in, Yrite it in thy cloths. 
And Photius Patriark of Conſtantinople, 
commending the ſtile and manner of wri- 
ting of Athanafius, faith that from him, as 
from 4 fountain did ſpring and flov all tha 
torrent of eloquence of Saint Gregory Natcanxen, 
ſurnamed tbe Dexine, and of Saint Baſil the- 
zreat , who were companions in learning and 
fan&ity, and are the light and ornament of 
the Catholick Church. 
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THE INVENTION 0F THE 
boly Croſse: 


Pon the third of May our holy 
| Mother the Church dothcele- 
NSA a. brate the Invention of the holy 

Og Croſſes The hiſtory whereof 
caken out of Saint Ambroſe, 
Saint Paulinus, Rufinus, and other Authors 


tine the great had ſecnc in the ſkie at midday 
reſplendent Croſſe; about which were wri- 
ten theſe words: Conſtantine With this figns 
thou jbalt owercome ; and the eftett following 
the promis, he had deteated Maxentins the 
tyrant, he began to hauc a moft fingular 
deuotion towards the holy Croffe, and omits 
ted no care and diligence for to haue it 
known, eſteemed, and reucrenced through the 
whole Empire. He altered the Roman enfige 
nes and ſtandards, and initced of the Eaple, 
commanded the figure and fgne ot the Croſſe 
to be carried before him in the Royall bans 
fer. He ſtamped his coine with the fame fie 

ure, and made his piture be drawne with 
the globe of the world in his right hand ; an 
onthe top of the globe 4 Crolle, to give ta 
vnderſtand that the world had bin conque- 


red by the Croflc: Saint Helena, Mother of 


Hb hb the 


3'4 


2» 
MaY, 


. of the Ecclefiaſticall hiſtory, was in mannee - 
tollowing. After that the Emperor Conſtan» 


3s 


Ma Y, 


Croſſe, and being ſtirred vp bya particular 
revelation of God, as ſoone as the council of 
Nice was ended, went herſelf in perion to 
teruſalem, for to viſit thoſe holy places, dedi- 
cated by the conucrſation and pretious blood 
of Chriſt our Saviour; and to find out the 
Croſſe, on which by his death he had giuen 
life to mankind. When ſhe was come to Ie- 
ruſalem, ſhe found it A very bard and diffi- 
cult enterpriſe, to learn where that inſti 
mable treaſure lay , which ſhe was in ſearch 


of. For the infernall ſerpent ſecing that Ieſus | 


Chriſt our Redeemer had bruiſcd his head, 
and caſt him from his throne and dominion 
by meanes of the Croſle , which for thatrea- 
ſon he would haue to be reuerenced and ado- 
xcd by all: for the great hatred he beareth 
to God, uſed all poſlible meanes to haue the 
Croſſe hidden , and keptcloſe irom the eyes 
of men. Wherefore he procured that the Ie- 
wes and gentils, his miniſters , ſhould burie 
it-vnder ground in A very deepe bole with 
the Croſſes of the two thicues , and the title 
of our Lords Croſle, and the nailes where- 
with he bad bin crucified. The hoie was filled 
vp with earth, and ypon it was caſt agreat 
heape of ſtones ; and withallthe gentils crec- 
ted there a ſtatue of Venus, to the end that 
if the Chiiſtians ſtould come to haue any no» 


tice that our Sauiours Ciofle was hidden thee 


re, and therefore ſhould defire to pray inthe 
place, they might be terrified with the idol] 


| of Venus, whom the people would think 


they came toadore , and for fearc ofgiuing 


' that ſcandall, ſtould not date to Frequent 


the place, much Iſle to pray at it, Thus pit 
wheieinthe koly Crefle lay bidden, wasneere 
to the place wheie Chiiſt had bin buried, 


which alſo they coucred with Rones, that ' 


themem.ozy of jt might be utterly aboliſhed, 


- Theie were many yeates now paſt fince this 


jimpious and deteſibic delighe was CoDtri- 
ued and pbt in execution, fo that now the- 
xe was icarcely extant apy marke or figne of 
that which Saint Helena was ſeeking , nor 
any perſon that could giue her any light in 
the bufines. The holy Empreſſe was excec- 
dingly perplexedand affiited. For on the one 
fide her devotion and burning defite to fin- 
de outthis pretious treaſure , afforded her no 
reſt; and on the cher, the difficulty and 
almoſt impoſſibility of findirg it did very 
much «Mi& ker. But ſte ſtill confided that 
the ſame Lozd who had moved her to come 
to Ieruſalem , apd given her this holy deſire, 


would alſo grant her the accompliſhing ot 
it, and revealc vnto her the mn where ſte | 


might find what ſte ſo carmeitly ſought for, 
And fo it fel! out, For being at length infor- 
med by ſome ancient Iewes ( who by feare 
of toxments were wade to contelle all that 
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the ſaid Emperor had the like deuotion to the | 


= 


they knew) where the place 

Crofle was buniedin, according coat the hoy 
bin delivered among them by traditio ys 
_ 0 ſonne, ſhe commanded 700 
preſently to be cleanſed and di | 
nall Baronius faith that it .oBged: Candy 
among the lewes, when any malefaBtor hay 
bin put to death, to burie with him all the 
in{truments of his death and puniſhment; 
and that when Saint Helena vaderitood both 
by Chriſtians and ewes the place ot ourLo ds 
Sepulcher, ſhe commanded them to di the 
earth round about, hoping there to Fa the 


Crofle to which our Sauiour was nailed. for 
3 


that it was moſt probable that 

according totheir cuſtome had a 
reabouts, But which way ſoeuer it was, he 
found there three Croſſes, that of Chit our 
Redeemer, and two others of the two thee 
ues3 and the title of Chriſts Croſſe ſo fa 
diſtant from them, that they could not tel 
to which it belonged, nor which ofthe thies 
Was the Crofſe of our Lord. This cauſed 
great ioy in the bleſſed Quecn Helena's breaſt 
tor having found out what ſhe had ſocarneſs 
ly ſought for; and yet itput her to no lefle 
trouble and perplexity, for ſhe wasin a man- 
ner as far to ſecke , as ifſhe had not found 
it, ſeeing ſhe did not know how todiſce 
cur Lords Crofle from the other two, Whilt 
ſhe was thus perplexed and troubled, Saint 
Macarius, the Patriark-of Ieruſalem, who was 


there preſent, conforted her, and ſlitred w 


hcrmind to hope and confidence: andhauing 
commanded all topray vnto our Lord, that 
he would be pleaſed to manifeſt and make 
krnowne that devine treaſure ; and to declate 
by ſome miracle, which cf the three was the 
Croſlc of our Saviour and Redeemer; hegaue 
order that 4 fick woman ſt.ould be brought 
thither, that was deſpaized of and giuen 
ouer by the Dectors. this poore woman was 
gently tcuched firſt by one Crofle, then by 
an other; and either of them did herany 
good: but as ſoone as the third Crofle wat 
pplyed vnto her, in a moment ſhe recoue- 
red ter health and former fttepgth. This 
miracle cleercd the doubt, and tcoke awaſ 
all contioverſie, for all vnderficod that this 
was our Saviours Ciofle , as Rufinus faith: 
altFough Saint Paulinus and others dowilte 
tat the Croſſe of cur Lord raiſed a dead mall 
to life : and the prayer of the Chruch in this 
teaſt and ſolemnity doth inſiguat as much, 
ard it ſeemeth more certain, as Nicephorus 


 affi:meth, that God wrought both one and 


the other miracle by vertue of the holy crobe, 
to wit that ke recoucred a fick woman, 
tailed a dead mans 

The ioy of this moſt Religious and VG: 
tucus Queen for ſo fipgular a favour and com 


fort, ſent her from God, cap pot well be ey 


plicatgd+ 


the place : 
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. ..4- for now ſhe hadnot only found 
parte. of our Lord and Redeemer, but 

ſo moſt aſſured of it by certain and 
; Se teſtimonies. Wherefore ſhe gaue in- 
it thanks to Almighty God for having 
:nſpiced her t0 go £0 leruſnlem for to ſeeke 
. *d having granted her ſo bappie aſuc- 
wg her ny and paines, and perſe& ac- 
celſe of ag 
compliſhment of all her deſires, She built a 

tous and ſtately Church in the ſame 
wy ahve the holy crolle = bin found, 
ſhe left part of it moſt richly ador- 
_ the other part together with the 
qailes ſhe ſent vato the Emperor Conſtanti- 
ne, her {onne: who laid vp that moſt holy 
| pretious wapd in a Church which him- 
fr built at Rome : which to this day is 
called holy Croſie in Teru/alem. The godly 
Emperor commanded allo that hence forward 
malefaftor ſbould be crucified, nor the pu- 
vſlwet of the Croſſe inflifted wpon any, for 
ut our Lord bad dyed thereon: and would 
ke the Croſſe, which hecertofore had bin a 
noſt baſe and ignominious puniſhment, to 
be ever after the glory and crowne of kings, 
and the buckler and defence of the Chiſtian 
commonwealth, 

Thisis the cauſe of this Solemnity of the 
avention of the holy Crofle, which the 
Church celebrates this day, for to teach us 
what reverence we ought to haue for the 
moſt admirable Croſſe; and with what deuo- 
tion we are to come for to receiue the great 

and bleſſings of ſo deuine a treaſure: 

for init is aluation , peace and true liberty, 
lik, grace, true wiſdom, iuſtice and ſanRi- 
fcation of mankind, and finally an uniuer- 
fall remedic of all the muſeries of the ages 
paſt, preſent, and to come. wherefore with 
t reaſon doth Saint Chryſoſtome in 4 
ermon of the holy Croſſe ſpeak thus. The 
Croſſe is the bope of Chriſtians, the Reſurre#fion 
of the dead, the guide of the blind, the ſtaffe of 
the lame, the comfort of the poore , the bridle of 
tlerich, the deſir #716 of the proud the torment x/ 
ranger triumph ouer the —_— tutor 

Jouth , the guide of thoſe that /aile, 4 ſure 
baven of thſewho are in danger , and 4 defence 
1 th that are beſieged. = Croſse 1s tbe fa- 
ther of Orphans, the defenſe of widoWvs, coun- 
Jer of the Tuſt, repoſe p the affified, protetite 
in of itle ones, light of thoje that walkin dark- 
", magnificence of kings, ſhield of the poore, 
_ ſimple, freedom of ſlaues, and the 
Plilaſopbie p Emperors. the Croſe is the woice 
of the Prophets, the preaching of the «Apoſtles, 


tor of the Martyrs, abſtinence of Monks, chaſe 
ly of virgins, and ioy of Prieſts, The Croſie 1s 
the fundation of the Church, deſtruion of idols, 
ſandal of the Fewves, ruine of the wicked, fortt- 
'ude of the weake , medecin of the fick, bread of 
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| the naked. This is out of Saint Chryſoftome, ____ 


And to the fame purpoſe diſcourſeth Saint 
Ephrem: Let us print on our doores, on our 
ferebead, our mouth and treaſt, and on all our 
members the life-ziuing ſizne of the Croſſe; let 
us arme omſelues with this impenetrable breaſt- 
plate of Chriſtians, For the Croſſe is thelvifoe 
Ly of death, hbope of the faithful, light of the 
world, key of Paradiſe , ſcourge of heretichs, 
ſuccour of Religions men ,ſlrength of faith, tee 
fenſe , gard, and perpetuall glorie of Catholicks, 
Theſe are our armes ( 6 Chriſtian) by day and by 
night , in all places, and at all bowers. Cartie 


the Croſſe always with thee andvpon thee, and” 


do nothing, Yithout firſt making the ſizne of 
the Croſſe. When thou ſleepeſi, when thow wats 
cheſt , then tho trauelleſt, When thou takeſt 


painet, When thou eateſt, Then thou drinkeſt, . 


When thou goeſt hy ſea or by river, arme thyſelf 
aiteays With the ſhield of the holy Croſſe. For 
when tbog art thus armeg, all miſchief vill fly 
from thee, hitherto Saint Ephrem. And Saint 
lIohn Damaſcen ſaith: the Croſie is our buckler 
and armour, and trophee ouer the denill; the 
Croſie is the fizne we are marked With, that the 
aeſtroying Angell may not ſtrike, burt or enſna- 
res. the Croſseraiſeth thoſe that are fallen, bol- 
deth wp thoſe that are ſtanding, /uſtaineth the 
weake, direfeth Paſtors. Ft is the guide of thoſe 
that begin, and the perfetTion of thoſe that ha- 
we ended their courſe, health of ſoule and body, 

an aboliſhing of all miſerie and euill, the roote 

and cauſe of all good, the death of ſin, the tree” 
of life, and fountain of our happines. and Ter« 

tullian, amoſt ancient Author, whom Saint, 

Cyprian honoreth with thetitle of «Maſter, 
declaring vnto us the cultome of good Chiif- 
tians in thoſe ancient times, of arming and 
ſigning themſelues with the figne of the holy 
Croſle , hath theſe words. 1n all our afions, 
vhen Ye come in, or go forth of the houſe, when 
ve vaſh our band:, when we fit done at bord, 
When light is brought us, when we put on our 
clothes or ſvoces , When we 20 ro bed, in 4 word be 
fore enery Work, or aftion we make the fizne of 
the Croſſe. Which pious cuſtome and devotion 
ofthe primitive Chrittians we ought to imi- 
tate; and in cuery place, and at cuery hower 
(ſeeing that in no place or time we arc ſecure, 
the deuill like a roaring lyon going always 
about, and working our perditiony we are to 
arme ourſelues with this deuine armour, given 
us tor our defenſe. The miracles which God 
hath wrought by vertue of the holy Crofle, are 
ſo many and fo great, that they cannotbe 
comprited in a ſhort narration, For whatſoe» 
acr miracles haue bin done in the Catholick 
Church, which arc innumerable, in all ages, 
bauc hadtheir riſe and efficacy from this foun+ 
tain of life, But among ſo many which God 
hath wrought by the holy Croſle, I will not 


Wborgie, fountain of the thirſtie, appatelt of \ 


omitt one thing worthic of all admiration, 
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is recorded by grave Authors. For Saint Pai- 
linus writcth that that peece of the holy Croſle, 


MaJ, Which was kept at Ieruſalem; notwithſtan. 


ding that ſo much of it was diſtributed unong 
p!/grims , that came thither for deuotion, was 
ncuer diminiſhed or leflened * but by 4 per- 
petvall and continuall miracle, it remained 
always as entire, as it nothing had bin cut of 
from it. Saint Paulinus his words are theſe, 
The Croſie berng 4 peece of wood without ſence 
or feeling , yet ſcemeth to haue in it 4 luing 
and eneriaſling vertue: and from that time to 
#his it permitte:h itſelf to be parted and dini- 
ded for to comply with inuumerable per(ons, 
an yet ſuffereth no lofſe or detriment , but te. 
mains as entire as if at had nener lin cet, So 
that it can be (cucred, parted, and divided for 
thoſe ainong TKhom it t; tv be difliiluted: and 
fill remarnes Whole and entire for all that cw- 
ane to reuerence and adore it. The'ie are Saint 
Paulinus his words , who relateth this miracle 
as 4 thing well knowne and certain; and fcr 


that the Author is fo holy, ſo learned, and | 


to ancient 4 perſon, we are to belecue that 
what he faith is true; and hereby give ſatis» 
fation to thoſe that do wonder that there 
are inthe world ſo many peeccs and Relicks 
of our Sauiours Crofle, which, were they put 
topether, might make many great Croſleg, 
Saint Cyrill alſo Patriark of Icruſalem, who 


lived necre thoſe times affirmeth that * the | 


Wbole Yeorld was full of the pretious treaſure 
of the boly Croſie, which came from Jeruſalem. 
We are alſo to take notice of an other 
thing, that to the end the gentils might re-+ 
cciuc the hight of the Coſpell more readily, 
and belecue that God was made man , and 
as man dyed on the Croſſe , our Lord would 
have one ot the ſybils for to propheſic as 
much, many yeares betore: for \ wh ſhe ſung 
with 4 prophieticall ſpirit. O Jignum felix, mm 
quo Deus ipſepepeniit O. happie woon, on Which 
God timjeif aid bang: he ordained alfo that 
the Egyjiiansin their hieroglyphicall letters, 
by the lever T, which among them was ma- 
de in manner of a Crofle, ſhould fignifie $4- 
Ination and iife to come. And Socrates writeth 
that when the Chriſtians demoliſhed the tem» 
b* of Serapis, they tound in the Rones which 
ad bin laid in the foundations of 1t this 
eter and figne of the holy Crofle engrauen; 
which was the occaſion that many paynims 
became Chriſtians. | 
Some do diſpute whether our Sauiour 
was faſtened to the Croſſe with three nai- 
les cr with fower: the common opinion is 
that there were only three nailes, which is 
ordinarily foilowed by painters and grauers 
in the crucifixes which they make; though 10- 
me very ancient and vencrable Authurs ſay 
that he was nailed with fower nailes, the 
hands with two, and the fecte with two. 


. 


| Saint Gregory of Tours wholiued athouſang 
yeares ſince, affirmeth that there were tcyer 
and Saint Brigid in ker Revelations teſtifieth 
the ſame: alſo the glorious Martyr Saint Cy. 
prian iecmeth to haue bin of the lame . 
nion, tor thus he ſpeaketh: claws Jacras p6- 
nes teretiantitus. They pierced bis ſacred feet 
7th -niles. The Invention ofthe holy Croſl 


happened in the yeate cf our Lord three 
turcied twenty fix, according tc Euſebigg 
w hich was the next yeare after the endinp 
of the councill oi Nice, intime of Saint Sil 
veſier Pope, and the one and twentieth yeare 
ot the Raigne of Conſtantine the Great, Ems 
PetOrs | | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT ALEXAN, 

der Pope , Saint Euentins and Saint Thea: 
aulus Prieſts ; and Mattyrs, and alſs 
of Saint Iunenal Biſhop and Confeſſar, 


© N the ſame day of the Invention of 
; the holy Ciofle the Catholick Church 
& 24; celebrates the Marty:zdom ot Saint 
Alexander Pope and Martyr, who 
was born in Rome , and was ſonne ofacith 
zen there, called by the lame name. He ſus 
ceeded in Saint Peters Chaire Saint Euailtu 
Pope and Martyr: and was the ſeauenth Pope 
atter Saint Peter, if we recken among them, 
as we ought to do, Saint Linus and Saint 
Cletus, who ſuccecded immediatly the Apoſitk 
one atter the other. Saint Alexander wasad 
mirable ior far;&ity , and moſt ewinent fot 
bis faith and conſtancy in his Martyrdom, 
He was but thijty yeares ofage when he yas 
premeted to the government of the Churdl 
but his life and de&trin did abundantly ſup 
ply bis want of yeares By hispreaching 
heauenly conuerſation he copuerted maby 
Senators, and A great part of the Roman 00 
bility to our Loly faith. and amongſt tem 
a Principall Magiſtrat, whole name was Hite 
mes With all his houſbold and family, who we 
re in number one thouſand two hundr 
and fiſty perſons : tor which very reaton he 
was apprichended by the Goucrnor of 
city , «arelianus, and caſt into priſon, whe: 
re he wrought many muracles, Whereot this 
one_was vely great and woſt remarkable. For 
being loden with on bolts , there came one 
night vnto him a child with a lighted pet 
in his and, that ſaid voto bim: «Alexa 


fellow me. The Saint made his proyer fiitto 


God, and then vnderfiardng bim to be at 


| cd hig; apdneh 
Argell of cur Leid , followed him tha 
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<:ine Alexander Pope, Euentius and Theod: Martyrs, 


= _ and the child led himto the houſe 


* o.:-inus Tribune , where Hermes , was 
A. who had a great defire to ſpeake 
with caint Alexander, and the Saint had pro- 
niled him that notwith ſtanding his impri- 
(oament Þe would come to him. When they 
net, they embraced each other, and ſhed ma- 
ny teares for ioy and deuotion, and animas» 
(cd themſclues tO ſuffer couragiouſly for our 
ord Ieſus Chriſt. This did much aſtoniſh 
Quirinus the Tribune, and after ſonne dif- 
race with Hermes; who amongſt other 
thinos told him the manner of his converſion 
tothe holy faith: when he ſaw alſo his daugh- 
«rBalbioa, that was ſoarly afflited with the 
kings evil], to be cured by Saint Alexander 
vith only touching her with his chaines, hc 
tecane a Chriſtian together with his ſaid 
daughter, and all thoſe whom he kept priſon- 
ners. And Saint Alexander commanded Saint 
Fycntius and Saint Theodulus Prieſts , who 
yere come out of the eaſtern parts to Rome, 
to baptize them all. When this was told Au- 
rlianus, he was exceedingly incenſed and 

ie: and firſt tormented Quirinus and put 
tinto death, then cut of the head of Hermes: 
and commanded all thoſe that had bin bap- 
tized in priſon, together with Balbina, Qui 
rinus his daughter , to be drowned 1n the fea. 
Then he ſent for Alexander with the two 
Prieſts, Eventius and Theodulus : and when 
they had enterchanged ſome diſcourſe for a 
while, faith Aurelianus: Jet ws Jeane of vording 
it, adfall to York ; and preſently commands 
thehangman to ſtrip Saint Alexander naked, 
andftretch him on the torture , and with hoo- 
kes of iron to teare ot his fleſh, and burn his 
lides withlighted toxches. In this torment the 

Santa moſt ſtill and quiet,and ſpoke not 4 
word, At which when Aurehanus wondered, 
and acked him, why be held his peace, and com- 
Yaned not; he anſwered: When 4 Chriſtian 
path, be ſpeaketh with God. Eucntius and 

us were put to the fame torments: 
ad Eventius was tourſcore and one yeares 
ad, and had bin baptized at the age of clc- 
kn, and received holy orders at twenty: the 

_ _ oo of the torments ſ{erued 

Jtmake the holy Martyrs more farme and 
tin the Faith and , ke ot our Lord 
Chriſt : and Aurelianus not being able 

bo make them relent and condeſcend to his 

Vil, commanded an ouen to be heated, and 
Alexander and Eventius to be caſt into it: 

Theodulus was made to itand at the 
—_ that _ them = be conſumed 

'-* burning flames, and tearing, the like 
ba Goa? he might be moued mg dro 
_ om Theodulus not only with 
mint : courage beheld his compani- 
Re; but allo inflamed with a gre- 


Is, doresnor gardscould Rop or hin- 


ater fire of divine loue, lept in among them, 
becauſe they called him, and told him that 
they felt no paine, but rather found great 
caſe and refreſhment. And ſo it was: f6r the 
flames hurt them not: and they came all three 
out of the ouen bright and ſhining , and of 
the ſame colour with gold, that hath binre- 
fined in the Chryſoble. The hard and rebel- 
lious hart of the tyrant was nothing ſoſtened 
by this miracle. For he commanded Eucntiug 
and Theodulus to be behcaded. And as for 
Saint Alexander, that he might die a more 
cruell death , all the members and parts of his 
body were pricked and tabbed with keen 
and ſharp-pointed aules of tecle. In which 
torment he gaue vp his molt blefied fouleto 
God (though the boock of the Roman Biſh» 
ops faith that he was alſo beheaded after he 
had bin ſo hortibly miluſed) on the thirdday 
of May, in the yeare of our Lord one hun« 
dred thirty two, according to Cardinall Ba- 
ronius, in the Raigne of the Emperor Adri« 
an, who for having bin adopted by Traian 
called himſelf Traian Adrian. Whence ari- 
ſeth the miſtake of ſome Authors who write 
that Saint Alexander tuftcred vnder Traian, 
Aurelianus was ouerioyed for hauing put to 
death theſe holy Martyrs, as if he bad got ſo- 
me famous viftory, But his ioy was ſoone tur- 
ned 1nato bitter lamentations: for he heard 3 
voice that ſpoke thus vato him. «Axzrelian for 
thoſe whom thou baſt deprined of life, the gates 
of beauen are opened: and the gates of bell for 
thee. This voice put Aurclianus beſides him» 
ſelf, and talling to the ground, he cate his ow- 
ne tongue ; and fo dying yeelded his wicked 
ſoule to be eternally tormented in the flames 
ot hell. 

The bodies of Saint Alexander and his{come 
panions were buried out of the City i the way 
called Nzmentina, ſcauen miles from Rome; 
and were atterwardstranſlated into theChurch 
of Saint Sabina within the city, which 154 Con» 
uent of the Dominican Friars. Saint Alexan- 
der was Pope ten yeares, five months, and 
twenty days, according to Baronius : yet Eu- 
ſebius giueth him but ten yeares:but the boock 
of the Roman Biſhops, addeth to the ten yea« 
res ſeauen months and two days. Saint Alexe 
ander was molt zealous tor the deauine ſerui- 
ce. He ordained that at holy Maſle Prieſts 
ſhould conſecrate valcavenced bread, for to 
ſignific the purity of the blefled Sacrament, 
as allo tor to uuitate our bleſſed Saviour, who, 
at his laſt ſupper inſticatiag this facred 
Myfteric, did the fame. He cecreed allothar 
in Conlecratioa ot the chalice they ſhould 
mingle a litic water with the wine, thereby 
to fignific the viion of Chriſt our Lord with 
his Church,and to reprelent vato us the blood 
ind water that iſſucd toith ot his pretious fi« 
ge, But when we lay that Saint «Alexandre 
ER. (416 


we RN», 


. did inſflitute theſe holy ceremonies: it is not to } city of Narni to the faith of Chrit <. 
3, be. vnderſtood or inferred thereby that he was gory alſo ſpeaketh h an er \ Ss 
May, the firſt that inſtituted them, forthe Apoſtles | is buried at Narni, and dyed 4 Marty, : 


319 Saint Alexander Pope, Euentius and Theod: Martyrs, 


uſed them before: and what they had lear- 
ned of Chriſt, and taught the Church, this holy 
Biſhop did approue and cſtabliſh by his ho- 
ly canons. And fo we ſee that Saint Cyprian 


whom mention .js made in the Row 
tyrologe on the jeauenth of May, TY 


and Saint luſtinus Martyr do ſpeake of ming- | GE EBEAEGLSL 
ling water with the wine, as ofa thing deli- eee ere CO RSSSSLASS 


uered to the Apoſtles by our Lord, and as 
ſuch recciued and always pradtifed by the 
whole Church. He alſo added that devout 
clauſe inthe Maſſe : which beginneth : 2%: 
pridie quam pateretur, voto the words of Con- 
ſecration. He commanded that no Pricit 
ſhould ſay more then one Maſlce every day, 
He pronounced ſentcnce of excommunicati-n 
ypon thoſe that hinder the Legats Apoſtolical 
trom executing the commands and orders of 
the Pope. He gaue holy orders three times 
in the month of December, at which times 
he conſecrated five Biſhops, fix Prieſts , and 
two Deacops. He writ three Epiſtles which 
are extant in the firſt tome of the councils, 
whence we haue gathercd the decrees and 
ordinations we ſpoke of; and one other of 
great importance : which js the bleſſing oi 
water with ſalt and with the ceremonies yſed 
by the Church to this day: and the keepin 
it in Churches, houſes, and chambers, agaigi 
the tentations and ſnares of the deuills who 
are continually aſſaulting and troubling us. 
Which cuſtome hath continued in the Catho- 
lick Churchtrom the very beginning; and our 
Lord hath wrought infinit miracles of many 
and diverſe kinds, by the uertue of water thus 
bleſled: healing: all forts of infirmities, quen- 
ching fires, calming ſtormes and tempeits at 
ſea and land , repreſſing thunder, earthqua- 
kes and the like, and delivering the ſoules 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT MONIC/ 
Widow, Mother of Saint Auguſtine. 


Saint Monica, and moſt cha 
ritable mother of Saint Auguſ- 
tine, light and great Door of 
$% the Catholick Church; is in 

manner following, taken out of his writings, 
Saint Monica was born in Africa, of ho« 


He life of the moſt UW 


norable and Chriſtian Parcats: who brought 
her vp in all piety and vertue; and ſhe that 
of herſelf was inclined to good, addificd her- 
ſel: much to devotion, Whalit ſhe was yet 4 
litle child, ſhe often frequented the Chuck, 
and kneeling downe in fome corner ofit, 
prayed there moſt quietly and deuouily, She 
vied to riſe in the night , and fay thole pre 
yers that her Mother, whoſe name was Fa- 
cunda, had taught her.ſhe took great delight 
in giuing almes , andevery day ſpared ſome- 
thing trom her owne refe&ion for to beſtoy 
it vpon the poore, And as ſhe grew yp iq 
age, ſo did ſhe encreaſe in the detire andput- 
ſuite of vertue, When her Paxents commane 
ded her to drefſe and trim hetleif vp atcore 
ding to-her quality, ſhe did 1o, in obedience 
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and bodies of poſlcfſed perions from the po= | to them, though much againſt her owne IN 
wer of the devil]. In our Gays there haue bin | defire and inclination: tor ſhe was an encmie it 
ſeen ſtrange effc&s of holy water in the Indies | of all braucry and vanity, She had a great I * 
among heathens and newly converted Chrif- | mind to perſeuer always in the ſtate of virv I 
tians, and in countreys infe&ed with here- ginity : but ſhe condeſccnded to the will of her kl 
ſies among the hereticks themſclues. And wit= | Parents, who beſtowed ber in marriage ypon ie 
hout all queſtion holy water is a powerfull | one named Patrick: it being our Lords will ( 
remedie againſt witchcraft, ſorcety, and all \ that from this good tree ſhould grow that I 6 
the Inventions and {lights of ſathan: which | pretious and ſwcere fruit, Saint 4auguſtine,ber I 
our Lord of his great mercy hath left to his { ſonne. Patriciuswas a gentleman, buta he Ned 
Church, and we ought Continvally to uſe | then. Saint Monica had ſufficient. watter of ſn 
jt withgreat deuotion, and confidence jn the patience , and occafion of exerciſing her vet- vl 
ſame Lord who beſtowed it vpon us. tue; for ſhe was a zealous Chriſtian, a ra 

[] 


The holy Church muketh a commemora»- 
tion of Saint Iaucnal, biſhop of Narni, which 
is 4 city in vmbria ferty wiles trom Rome; 
joyning him with che Loly Martyrs, Saint 4- 
lexander and his companions. The Roman 
Brevuiary, as allo the Martyrologes of Bede, 
Ado, and Utuaruusdo lay of him that be vas 


much troubled that her husband wasnot 

the fame Religion, She was mecke and pet 
ceable, and he very cholerick, and often 
tranſported with paſſion, But the bleſſedSaift 
by ber prayers and tearcs before our Lond, 
and by her obſequiouines to her husband, 
and by continuing in meekenes and paticn- 
ce, wonne himat length, anc made him ſub- 


A man of a moſt boly life, and renowned for 
Miracles: and that be conuerted almoſt all the 


nit to the ſweet yoke of Chill, andberory 
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Gint Monica V Vidovv, 


.9:-n. And then he amended thoſe de- 
which his vertuous wite had paticntly 
ted in him, conforming himſelf to her, 
endeauouring to giue her all Conteat, as 
that did well know her vertue, and how 
- ar 3 fauour be had receiued ot God for 
ke, The meanes whereby Saint Moni; 
a gained her husband to God were theſe, 
ic Saint auguſtine writeth; ſhe was obſequi- 
Gel vato him and exhorted him toa good 
llc by her VErTUOUS ations, and not much 
yy w0: ds ſhe endured whatloeuer affront or 
wury he offered her by word or deed, ſoas 
» iflemble it, and never to have diſpute 
vith hin adoOut It, She offered trequent and 


UF -ncot prayers to our Lord tor him, defiring 


liq 10 lend bum bis holy ſpirit, and tocon- 


«tt him 10 b1S faith , that he might obſcrue - 


is commandments. and be chaſt. When her 
band cated, ar.d the paſſhon of choler did 
6 auch t1anlg. 0:t him that he ſeemed to be 
golf hiwſclt, ſhe would not refilt him 1n 
krdor word , but held her peace; and when 
be perceaued a fit opportunity, after he was 
and quict, with wonderfull great 

noleſty ſhe gaue him account of her act.oas. 
ſte yasneuer beard to complain among o- 
et women of her husbands hard vſage, or 
p eakGiltelpeRtully of him, as many wo- 
nen ee wont to do, that haue lefle patience 
ad » And Saint Anguitine addeth 
bat when other matrones her neighbours 
yould in Sant Monicas preſence ſpeake of 
le euill conditions of their husbands, and 
toy rough they were to them , and ſhew al» 
b the mark of the blows they had receiued: 
ad didbelides wonder that Patrick being a 
ey Molerick man, yet none of them did 
ever heare, or otherwiſe perceaue that he 
ad once ſtruck. bis wite, or that there had 
in for one day or hower any {trife between 
a; a2d would tamiliarly aske her the rea» 
buef it; he told them how ſhe behaved her- 
tf towards her husband, and what meanes 
le jd to keep hum always quict and con- 
20d well (atisficd with her: and coun- 
to hold the ſame couiſe; and to 

aKutr that from the time they were mare 
Ned, thy declared themſelues their husbands 
ſnunts, and tooke them for their Lords and 
mM, and that as ſuch they were to obey 
48d 1efpe# them ( for this it the duty of 
bife, and the contraff of martiaze) and by 
and privdence temper and mitigate the 

f their bumour, «And bebaue them- 


ſ 
Niue With /g much mildnes, [ubmiſſion, and 


in dealing and Jpeaking with them, at 
"ute them become more calme and gentle. 


'n the viſe that doth taxe ber buchands life 
{ault then ber busband who by 
"ire carriage grueth occaſion to bis wife 


V0 ſe in 


him, as if he had bin her Lord; ſhe | 


Jo many # 


Mother of St. Auguſtine, 


to ſpeake ſo of him. Such married women as 
followed her aduiſe and counſell , found by 
their owne experience how good and profii;.« 
ble it was: and ſuch again as obſerued it not, 
continued in their dayly vexation and trou- 
ble.ThisS. Auguſtine writeth of his mother 3 
and addeth moreover that by the like obſe- 
-quiovſnes, meckenes and patience ſhe wonne 
the affe&ion alſo of her mother in law(whom 


the whiſpering of ill ſeruants had at the firſt 


incenſt againſt her ) in ſuch ſort as the mother 
got thoſe feruants to be corredted , as difture 
bers of domeſticall peace between her daug- 
terin law and her ,-who by ill offices, and by 
{reaking jamiſle of her daughter , had before 
diſquieted her. And ſeuerely warned and thre- 
atned the reſt of the houſhold , that they ſho- 
uld be treated after the ſame manner, it they 
preſumed to bring vnto her any ſuch tailes, 
And by this meanes ſhe quicted her family, 
and they all lived in great peace and cons 
union of mind. And Saint Monica is an exe 
ample and pattern of thole that live in ma- 
trimony. 

By her husband Patrick ſhe had Saint Aus 
guſtine, whom ſhe broug ht vp with ſingular 
great care and diligence, and was cucn 1n las 
bour with him with moſt bitter pangs, as of- 
ten as ſhe ſaw him forſake the law of God. 
For whilſt he was young ,'he our bim- 
ſelf to be intrapped and ſnarcd in ſundric vie 
ces and vanities and tell into the manichean 
herefie before he was baptized. And the holy 
Mother ſhed floods of teares for her ſonne, 
and crycd out inccflantly day and night vato 
our Lord , that he would pleaſe to draw him 
out of that abyſſc of errors and diſhoneſty in 
which he waded* She was fo pititully afflited, 
that ſhe could find no reſt cor quiet in mind, 
beiog in perpetuall and exceſſive teare of her 
ſonnes 1uine. This made her haue recourſe to 
all the holy, learned , and graue perſons ſhe 
could imecte with ; tor to beg of them that 
they would ſpeake with her ſonne, ſhew him 
bis errors , injtru@ him , and cnlighten him 
with the bright light of the true Catholick 
dofrin. And ſhe was once begging this of 4 
certain holy Biſhop, w ho for that he thoughe 
her ſopne yet vnfit for inſtruction, retuled to 
contes with him, and ſhe would not giue him 
oucr, but rather was more earnelt, by abun- 
dantly weeping and in:rccating , that he would 
ſet vpon this charitable office; the good Biſhop 
being in a manner tired out by her imporcus 
Nity , ſaid vato her. «Madam ,God bleſse you, 
lett me alone , 7 pray, and reſt contented , 
for it 4s impoſſible that A jonne bought with 

eares , as you baue shed for bum , 
sball perish. Which words did much com- 
fort her. An other time our Lord revealed 
vnto hex in ber (leepe that ber fonne ſhoylq 


aot periſh, For ſhedreamt that being ſad and 
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Saint Monica vvidovy Mother of Saint Aveuſtine! 


euen overwhelmed with grief, ſhe was ſtand 
ing in 2 certain Rule or - of wood , and 
that a moſt beautifull young man comming 
towards her with a cheerfull and ſmiling 
countenance asked her the cauſe of her for- 
row and continuall weeping : and ſhe anſwe- 
ring that she lamented the deſiruttion of ber 


ſonne : he bid her to trouble and afflia berſelf 


20 more ; but to objerne an1 mind dilizently that 
Yhere sbe was , there Was nlſo her (onne. Which 
as ſoone as ſhe marked , ſhe faw her fonne 
ſtanding by her in the fame line or Rwle. 
whereby our Lord gaue her to vnderitani 
that her ſonne ſhvuid come to belecue a5 
ſhe did, and embrace the fame faith ſhe was 
of. At length her ſonne had a mind to leaue 
Carthage , where he taught Rhetorick, and 
go to Rome , where he might follow the 
fame profeſſion more quietly. Saint Monica 
vied all meanes and reaſons tor to dillwade 
him from this voyage ; but infine he prevatled 
with her , and went to Rome , where he fcll 
dangerokly fick. But our Lord delivered him 
for his vertuous Mothers prayers , that ſhe 
might not be drowned in perpetuail forro wit 
her ſonne had dyed without Baptiime , out 
of the ſtate of Gods grace, as Saint Auguitine 
himſelf ſpeakes in theſe words. My mother 
brought me forth dayly in ſpirit with more ſo- 
licit ude ,then euer she had done With paine in 
flesb. T ſee not therefore how she sbould baue 
tin cured ,if ſuch 4 death as that had ttanſpuer. 
ced the bovells of ber loue towards me. e/ind 
What should haue become of thoſe Jo feruent and 
frequent prayers , which she made for me at all 
times , and in all places before thee ?,or could 
thou 0 God of mercy , deſpiſe the contiite and 
bumble bart of 4 deuout and cha Widow Who 
Was gining of almes ; obſeruing and ſeruing thy 
Saints, , and omitting no day to be preſent at 
the oblation wpon thine «Altar ; enery morning 
and euening going to Chuich without any inter- 
mifſion, not caring for old wines tales or tatling, 
but 'defering that she might heare thee in thy in- 


| fhirations , and that thon would heare her in 


ber petitions. Couldſt thou , by whoſe mercy she 
Was mane ſuch , refuſe to ſuccour her, and con- 
temne thoſe teares , whereby she begged not gold 
or filuer of thee , or any other tranſitoty ans 
frayle fortune ; but only the ſaluation of her 
ſonnnes Joule? But Saint Monica contented not 
herſelf with continuall prayers and pennan- 
ce which ſhe was offering vp to God tor her 
ſonne ; but ſhe reſ{olucdto go for Italy in ſc- 
arch of him, and palled the feas with great 
confidence and fccurity , animating the wazi* 
ners and paſſengers that were frighted with i 
ſorme that role then at ſea ; and ſhe found 
her ſonne at Milan , whither he had bin ſent 
from Rome to teach Rhetorick ; and by com- 
munication with Saint' Ambroſe , and hea- 
ripg his ſermons he was become more gen- 


tle , and lefle obſtinate then he vſcd to he 
Here ſhe came to be acquainted with that 
bleſled Saint , who was then Biſhop, of the 
place, and 'loued and honored him as an An. 
 gell of God , as well for his admirable Vers 
tues, as alſo for that ſhe hoped by his meanes 
| to work the converſion of her ſonne, andſee 
hicz brought out of that abyſle of errors, whe- 
rein he was plunged. And it ſucceeded accor. 
ding to her defire. Saint Ambroſe alſo did 
bigaly eltecme and commend Saint Monica, 
as a preat and faithiuli ſeruant of our Lord, 
and ioued allo Auguſtine not only far hi 
rare and excellent wit ,but much more for 
that he was the ſonne oi luch a Mother, who 
lined by prayer, and did {o trequent the Chu. 
rch , that ſhe was the fiſt that eatred inand* 
the laſt that went out of it : and was moſt for. 
ward and aſliduoysin the watches that were 
then inſtituted at Milan with great feruouwr 
and devotion of all Catholicks , againſt the 
violence and tury of Iuſtina Mother of Valen, 
tinian the yonger, Emperor, This Empreſle 
was an Arrian heretick, and for to dilate and 
cncreale that curſed ſe&, ſhe perlecuted Saint 
Ambroſe who oppoſed her , with all the other 
Catholicks that refuſed to comply with her: 
Andthe holy Biſhop for toen courage hisflock 
and cheere them vp with ſome ſpirituall cop- 
ſolation and cxhortation, that they might no 
faint with tediouſnes ot griete during that 
turious perſecution , inſtituted that hymns 
and Plalmes ſhould be ſung according to the 
cuſtome of the Eaſtern countreys: which cy 
ſtome was atterwards recciued by all other 
Churches, So that there is no ground tor that 
which tome Authors write, that by the pers 
aſton of Saint Monica , Saint Ambroſe torbad 
watching in the Chuich, becauſe ſomeincons 
ueniences and abuſes procceded trom it : for 
quite contrary, whillt $, Monica reſided there 
thoſe Eccichaſticall watches were obſcrucd 
and kept with a fingular great deuotion and 
tcruour, vpon the occalton which we have 
now alleadged.and it is gathered out ofSaint 
Ambrole hiuwteli and Saint Auguſtine, as Cate 
dinal Baronius doth learnedly proue, Inhae 
Saint Auguſtine by the conuecrlation and fe 
wha ity which he had with Saint Ambroſe, 
was conucrted and baptized at Milan, in tix 
chirtieth yeare of his age , and became aftets 
| wards (o great a Saint, that he was one of the 
itrongelt pillars and detenders of the Catho- 
lick Church, our Lord Cod beſtowing vpoa 
him, and in him ypon us all, wondertull gre- 
at weicy and tauour by the prayers and tear 
res of his bleſſed Mother Saint Monica : 
which reaſon the holy Church celebratcth 
Saint Avugultines Conuerſion on the 
May ,on which day he was baptized : 
doth not the like tor the converſion of 5 


otaer Saint, beſides the Apoſtle SaiQt - 
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cint Monica being fall of ioy —_—— 
1n her journey for Africa - c ſonne 
E augoſtine ; 3nd when they were come 
Sal ga, which is Icity about fower leagues 
: o 1 Rome , expeRing to embarke at the 
i opportunity 3 it pleaſed God that Saint 
yenica ſhould end her mortall life there, 
Wot long before» ſhe had 4 moſt fweet and 
ablime ocours wo ber _ - = _ 
1] viſible things , and of the loue 
mn of heauenly - eternall. At the 
and of which diſcourle ſhe ſaid vato him, 
but there was 0 #0 reaſon Why 5he thould 
fue to remain longer in this on » Jeeing that 
14 bad granted ber all that sbe could 
— which was to ſee ber ſoune 4 Ca- 
wich Chriſtian before she died , and that in 
1 more abiandant manner , then tbe could baue 
xtefled for now she [aw him a true ſeruant 
Gul, vith contempt of all earthly bappine:s 
Nall that she was to die ta that place, 
wd 6s for ber body they might Lay it Where they 
hold: for chere 15 #othing farze of from Goa, 
al is What pl ace ſoewer ber body 1huuld be, God 
id kyow it, and raiſe it w-þ again at tie day 
lydeent.One onely requeſt sbe had to make, 
tht Maſſes might be [aid for ber , and that 
ty would remember bey at the «Altar of vur 
ld, Ypon the ninth day of her ficknes , 
Vefed Saint Monica departed out of this life 
ban eternal bliſſe in the f1x and fifty yearc 
oC her age. Her holy ſonne greecued much at 
the death ofhis Mother , and buricd he: body 
in the Church of Saint Aurea in Oſtia From 
hence in the thirtienth yeare oft Pope Mar- 
rr fiſt it was trapſlated to Kome , and 
in Saint Auguſtines Chuich , on the 

Sint Auguſtine faith of his Mother,that 5/ : 
Yar the javant of Gods /e: wants : and that 
Whooener knew ber , 1d mach pray/e lowe 011 
Gulin ber , becauſe they found mt+ pre- 

ſa inber joule, the fraits of ber huly conuct- 
bearing vitner therewntos 1 hat $he 5 a: 
thewifeaf one burband:. he complyed "$th ber GG 
h to be Parents , Teturmng What sbe oxes 
fu baving brought her into the Warts : 

| the Youerned ber bouſe With all piety , ex- 
af trſelf and ber % bole } amity in laudable 
- tbe brought wp her chilaren in the 
v,0nd had eucn pangs of latours , as 

- = » As sbe found them forſake the 

, I that the ain /0 take care 

® i de bad lin = «._ oo 
other of them all , and 


Jn them ſo, os if sbe bad ban the dawgh- 


nag 'ne.Saint Auguſtine doth add mo- 
merry ihe was very peaceatle and quiet, 

by obſe qujouſnes and good offices 20 
at Neve roſie and harsh wnto 
d bad gizen ler & fpeciall gra- 
we ann jrendivip perſons that 


8nd that Go 
# one in {6 


| 


CS 


Mother of St. Auguſtine. 422 


_— —_ 


were at variance. Por when the beard them 14+ 
ter many bitter things of one another (as ordj+ 
amily it falleth out in talks When the bart js 
blinded and troubled with paſſion of anger oy 
batred) she Yould neuer diſcloſe any thing but 
that which might belpe to reconale them x 
and always procured according to the of portunity 
which sbe bad, to reconcile and draw to 2 good 
intelligence and coniuntlion of mind thoſe that 
Were in eamitie and diſcord ; and to aſſwagg all 
bitternes of hatred vvith the ſweetnes of boly 
charity. Wherein she was far different from 
thoſe who do not only diſcouer the ſpeeches of 
angrie enemies to one an other , but do cuen add 
/omeWvbat that was not ſayd, as Saint Auguſtine 
| vpon this accafion complaineth and lamen« 
teth : who dilating and inlarging himſelf in 
the prayſes of his holy and vertuous Mother 
it is wonderfull with how tender and ſweete 
affection he beſeccheth our Lord ro pardon 
| her the fins ſhe had committed: and bepgeth 
of all the feruants of God that ſhould come 
to read what there he writeth , to remembey 
bis Mother at the eAltar of our Lord : becauſe, 
layth he, althouzh be was quickned aud re« 
| need in Chiiſt , and prayſed God loth in her 
| beiiefe and life, yet ha dareth mot affirme that 
aſter she bad bin regenerated by het Baptiſme, 
there iſſued no word out of her month again 
the commandements of God. And that there is 
20 lite of man fo commendable and exemplar, 
Which hath not inſt cauſe to feare , if God loos 
keth wpon it Without mercy. The Catholick 
Chutch celebrateth the feaſt of Saint Monica 
on the ſame day that ſhe dyed , which was 
the forth of May, in the yeare of our Lord 
three hundred cighty nine. 
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SPST PERES ES 
'THE FEAST OF SAINT 10HN, 


Apoſtle and Enangeliſt , ante Portan 


wa 


(Manner, 


 Etopire, 


| Clyiſtians , 


Latinam, 


M man 


N the fixt of May ; our holy Mos 
ther the Church celebrates the teaft 
of Saint loha , called ante Fertans 
Latinam , and in this feaſt renews 
oth the memorie of 2 renowned miracle , 
which our Lord wrought for the honor and 
glory of his beloucd Diſciple , Saint Iohn, A» 
poſtle and Evangelift : which happened in this 


Aiter Veſpaſian and Titus, who were mo- 
derate and mild Princes , ſucceeded in the 
Domitian, % man moſt valike his fas 
ther Ueſpatian , and his Brother Titus : who 
raiſed the ſecond perſecution againſt the 
and perfecuted , them beyond 


—_— 


mcaſure 
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meaſure. At that time the glorious Saint ;Iohn 


Evangeliſt lived 'at Epheſus , governing all 
the Churches of Afia,and by his heavenly do- 
&rin and life enlightning all the faithfull:who 
looked vpon hit and reucrenced him , as 4 
2101 of God, an Apoſile , the beloned Diſcple of 
ear Lord, and the oracle and light of the Y011d. 
He was now very old, and being apprehended 
in this raging perſceution of Domitian was 
led to Rome , indutring by the way much 
wearines, and many incommoditics and ve- 
xations. And for that he retuted to obcy the 
Emperor, and adoie his Gods, he was con 

demned to be caſt into a veſlel} of boiling 
oyle , for to end his bleſſed life by that cruel! 
torment, The day appuinted for this ſacrifice 
Was the fixt oftMay 1n thc yeare of our Lord 

Ninety two : and the place where it was to 

be, out of the gate ofthe city which was, and 


is ſtill called Latina, becaulc it was the way | 


to Latium, where the people were called 
Latini, All the Senate was preſent atthis fpc- 
Qacle , with the greateſt part of the people of 
the City , by reaſon of the great tame and re- 
nowne there was ſpread eucry where of this 
moſt bleſſed and holy Apoſlle : and alio for 
= venerable age and the noucltic of the 
thing. 

deer he had bin cruelly ſcourged , atcor- 
ding to the pradtiſe of the Romans with thoſe 
whom they condemned to death , they ſtript 
bim naked, and caſt him into a cauldron of 
boiling oyle , which was there prepared for 
that cffe&. The holy Apoſtle and Evangeliſt 
entred into the veſſell with a great courage and 
10yfull ſecurity , remembring that Chriſt our 


| Lord had told him and his Brother Saint Ia- 


mes; that they ſhould drink the chalice of his 
Pafſion; and conſidering withall how much 
more bitter and painfull the torment of the 
Crofle had bin , which was the chalice that 
our Lord himſelf had drunk for his fake. The- 
refore he deſired in the beit manner he could 
to repay that inc{timable beneht , apd to die 


for him , who for his louc had giuen hislite, 


and by this meanes arrive to the truition of 
eternall felicity. As the Apoſtle centred into 
the cauldron, the fire loſt its torce , the feeth- 
ing oyle was chavged into a dew of heauecn, 
and the torment mto 4 retreſhment, 4nd to 
the end we might know that all creatures are 
at the command of thezr Cieator , and vnder- 
ſand the difference between the iuſt man and 
the finner , between the Chriitian and the 
heathen : whilſt the wicked officers were ſtir- 
ring the fire, and adding fewell to make it 
burn more, the fire reuenped their cruelty, 
and conſumed many of them without doing 
any harme at all to the Saint. Saint Iohn ca- 
me forth of the cauldron more pure and ſhi- 
ning , and more vigorous then he entred in- 
to it,as pureſt gold is taken out of the criſoblc, 


-Saint Iohn ante Portam Latinam: 
| to the great terrour andaſtoniſhment ofthe 
| gentils, 1oy and comfort ofthe Chriſtians, and 


extreme indignation of the Emperor Domuti. 
an, who commanded him preſently to be ba. 


niſhed into an lland far ditiant , Called Path. 
mos , and it is one of thoſe whichthe Lines 
do call Sporades in the Carpathian Seca, nota; 
fxom Candia : where the bleſſed Apoſtle and 
E uangelift was made partaker of great Reve. 
lations , and wondertully comtorted by our 
Lord. There he writ the Apocalypſe 3 Which as 
Saint Jerome faith, containeth as many mſies 
ries as words , And thole fo profound, and jur- 
paſſing human vncerſtanding,that the preateſ 
and moſt ſublime witts which hauc bin in the 
Church of God , haue bin hard put to it tor 
to explicate them , and notwithſtanding fo 
many commentarics haue bin written ypog 
them,they will ill afford new matter of yrit- 
1ng.S.lohn remained in this baniſhment vnull 
the death of Domitian, during whichtime he 
conuerted tothe faith of Chriſt the inhabitants 
of the land , v-ho were then barbarians. And 
Saint Denis the Arcopagit writ himanepiſtle, 
wherein he tclls him that shortly he is to be 
at libertie, and shall return from his banichnat 
into eAfia , where they sball (ee one an tho 
again , for our Lord hadreuealed as muchunt 
him, And fo it fell out , for Domitian ſoone 
aſter was killed at Rome for his great cruelti 
and. abhominable vices : and becauſe he wa 
generally hated and deteſted by all the world 
the Roman Senat repealed all that he had do 
ne mn his Raigne, and reuoked his decrees 
and condemnations. And by this meanes the 
blefied Evangeliſt returned out of his baniſh» 
ment into Afta, where he was recciued by al 
the Chriſtians,as 4 man comming downe from 
heauen : and they all looked vpon him not 
only as an Apoſtle, and the beſt beloued A- 
poſtle of our Lord , but alſo as 4 Prophet and 
Martyr, who had ſuffered much tor the ame 
Lord , and wanted neither will nor occaſion 
to dic for Ieſus Chriſt ; but only the ci& df 
death was miraculouſly ſuſpendedin him,that 
he might live to write the Goſpel, and ſoare 
like an eagle into the highelt heauen , and 
there by 4 devine light , and his moſt quick 
and ſharp-fighted eyes diſcoucr vnto vs the 
Eternall Generation of the word, whichhath 
from all Eternity bin born of the Fatherand 
always proceeding from him remains euer in 
his boſome : and declare vnto vs hoy this 
ſame word clothed itſclf with our fleſh, 
appeared among men for the {aluation 
men. This is the Martyrdom of Saint Iobn, 
celebratcd this day by the Church in the {6+ 
lemnity of Saint Fobn ante Portam Laninan 


and Tertullian and Saint Icrome do makt 
mention of this famous miraclc, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT STANIS- 
LAYS Bishop and Martyr. 


HE blefſed Saint Staniſlaus , 
Biſhop and Martyr, was born in 
Cracouia, the chiefe city of the 
Kingdom of Poland , of rich 
| ﬆﬀM and noble Parents who having 
led together thirty yeares without any illue, 
at length by their prayers and tcares obtained 
4aniſ|aus of our Lord» A man might dilcouer 
in him from his very childhood that he was 
tefigned for great matters. For he had an ad- 
mirable and clecr vnderitanding , and a wit 
capable of al manner of ſciences : which 
vs adorned with modeſty , chaſtity , and 
: moſt innocent and vertuous behaviour, 
He died firſt at a towne called Gueſna,and 
ofterwards in the vaiuerfity of Paris , where 
he went thorough all the liberall ſciences, 
and laſtly perfe&ted himſelf in the Canon law 
and Divinity. Then returning back into Po- 
land; he diſtributed a rich and wealthy patri- 
monie, left ynto him by the death of his Pa- 
tents, among the poore; He had a defire to 
renounce all things of the world, and betake 
hinſelf to a Religious ſtate of life. But our 
Lad, who intended to be ſerued by him an 
atherway,ordained that he ſhould be aCanon, 
andPreacher, and after Biſhop of Cracouia; 
in which ſcat he ſucceeded Lampertus , 
though much jagainſt bis will , for he made 
preat reiſtance , and vſcd all meancs poſſi- 
ble to decline the charge : and at length he 
jeeldedpurely upon this conſideration, that he 
kad by holding out longer , he might reſiſt 
the holy Ghoſt , and the will of our Lord 
vio called him to that fun&ion, and was re- 
ſolued to place him vpon the candleſtick as a 
drght-ſhining taper, for to give light by his 
lied do&ria to thoſe people , whom God 
committed to his charge and gouernment, 

The lantity , Care , vigilancy ,and prudence 
of this moſt holy Paſtor was moſt admurable, 
v Vs likewiſe his pity and charity towards 
ul poore and diſtreſſed people.he was the molt 
leman in the world, exceedingly mild, 

and _ to all that were humble and quiet ; 
were to the haughtie and proud ; tweet 
atable to the weake and puſillanimous : 
== and mecke in all iniuries and affronts 
were offered to his owne perton : but 
Zalous and reſolut in what concerned 
© honor of God, Thcie raigned at that time 
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Saint Staniſ)aus Bishop and Martyr. 


who at the beginning of his Raizne, having 
behaued himſelf like a brave an1 couragzious 
Prince in the wars he had with the Rutians, 
afterwards loſt himſelf in filthie pleaſures and 
delights : for he did ſo giue and avandon him- 
ſelf to vice and all manner of lewdnes, that 
of 2 man he ſeemed ty» be quite changedinto 
2 beaſt , brutiſh, cruell , and delighring in 
ſhedding blood. And as Princes vicesare more 
noted and more dommageable , the whole 
kingdom of Poland was much ſcandalized ang 
troubled for the bad example and tyranny of 
the king. Saint Staniſlaus thouzht himſelf 
obliged in conſcience , as being ſpirituall fa- 
ther and Paſtor of king and kingdom, to put 
him in mind of his exceſſes. He did it with 
humility anda graue modeſty, often bezging 
of him to reclame himſelf , aud deſift from that 
Wicked courſe he was in; and to conſider that 
the vices of Kings are far more black, and fovle 
then thoſe of priuat priſons; as well for ther 
greater obligation to God , Who ordained them 
Kings , as alſo for the great harme and detri- 
ment, which thence arijeth to the whole kingdom, 
which ordinarily is infeedby their badexample. 
That if heamended not , inifallidly God «Al. 
mighty would ſeurrely punith him; and perhaps 
take from him bis ſcepter; crowne and kingdom, 
which be bad bountiſully beſtowed vpon him, 
Boleſlaus , who had no mind to amend his 
life , and could not endure that any man in 
his dominions ſhould be fo bold, as to warne 
or reprehend him for any thing he had done 
- , tooke molt hainouſly this holy and 
ivuſt admonition of the Bifſhop, and was even 
out of himſelf for anger and rage. andrefol. 
ued to periecute Kaniilaus , and either force 
him to hold his peace, and be filent : or to 
depoſe him from his ſeate and dignity. But 
not finding any true and iuſt cauſe, he ſoughe 
for ſeme falſe and plauſible pretext for to 
trouble hi:n- The holy Biſhop had bought tor 
the benefit of his Church a pecce of land of 
3 rich man named Pcter,and had faithfully pas 
yed him the price of it, but yet could not ſhey 
{ufficient euidences for the proofe of the ſame. 
The man that ſold him this land had now 
bin dead thiee yeares. And his heyres for to 
pleaſe the king, and make their benefit ot ſg 
tair an occaſion,complained of the Biſhop ig 
2 iuridicall court, that he had (eiled vpon an 
inheritance that belonged to them. The by- 
fincs was brought to be ex:mined betorethe 
king : who nnading that the Biſhop wane 
ecd tome neceſlaricjwritings ,and that the wit- 
nefles for feare of his 9ilpl-alure durſt not 
intorme the court of the truth , condemned 
him to reſtore thelaad to Peters heyres,as deyy 
and proper to them by right of inheritance, 
The Saint demanded thiee days tec to bring 
Peter betore them , of whom he had bought 

ck the 
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Saint Staniſlaus Bichop and Martyr: 


the land ; and who , as we faid, had bin 
7. Qead and buried three yeares before, They 
cafily granted him his demand , making a ieſt 


and ſport of it. But the Saint faſted, watcht, 


and prayed with great feruor and inſtancy, 
bepging of our Lord that ſeeing the cauſe was 
his , and that it was be Wbo was wiongd and 
ininred by that wniuſt ſentence , be Yowuld be ple- 
ajed to take the Whole bufines in hand, and riſe 
oÞ in bis ovne defence. At the end of three 
days , hauing offered vp the holy Sacrifice of 
Maſle , he went vnto the graue where Petcr 
lay buried, and made the grauc-1tone be taken 


away and the earth opened vntill the body 


appeared.-Then touching the ſaid body with 
his crofier Raffe, commanded Peter to rife. At 
which inſtant the dead body obeying the 
voice of the living Saint, Peter roſe yp , and 
followed him to the court , where the 


King was , accompanied with all his Nobles 


and Iudges. 'To whom Saint Staniflans fpoke 
thus: Joe here is Peter , of %hom F tought the 
land: ho haning bin dead is riſen again , an" 
now flandeth before you. eAske of kim if it be 
true that 1 payed him entirely that for which 
he ſold and 1 bought that land for the Charch, 
The man is juffciently knowne , bis graue is 
open. Jt is Goa who raiſed bim to oy for the 
confirmation and aſſured proofe of this verity. 
His ord ought to be 4 more certain and infal- 
litle argument of it , then all the teſtimony of 
Fitneſies , or enidence of writings that can be 
aleaged. This fo great and mantteſt imuacle 
did extremly daunt the courage of the Bit- 
hops aduerſaries, and ftricke them to the very 
hart , ſo that they remaincd quite dumb, and 
had not one word to fay : For Peter declared 


riouſly warned his heyies to 40 pennance for 
this thew fin , and jor hauing /o much moleſted 
the holy Prelate ,contrarte to all equity and 
3nſlice. Saint Staniſlaus offcred Peter, af he de- 
fired to remain ſome yeares in lite, to obtain 
it tor hits of Almighty God. But he choſc 
rather to return to his grauc, and die again 
preſently, then to abide in ſo troublelom ard 
dangerous 2 lite : and told the Saint rhat be 
Was in Purgatorie , and that yet be bad jomie 
thing to jufjer in Jatisfatlion fur the remmant 
of his fenns : and that be bad rather be jeture 
of his faluation, althongh it were by wnaergoing 
the reſt of the paine and torment dune ts his jur- 
mer fins then engage himjelf in the hav%ad 
and icopardte , by embarking a new , to be rij.ed 
in the ſlormie and tempeſiuous ſea of this Wic- 
ken Yorld. that he begged of lim to bejeech our 
Lord to remit and pardon him the 1«t of bis 
prnishment and to releaſe bim joone out of that 
frifen, and bring him to emoy his glonie in the 
teſied companie of Saints. When he had iaid 
this , Saint Staniſlaus accompanied him to 
the grave , and 2 multitade of people went 


[ 


| 
| 


publickly the truth , and very gravely and fſe- | 


along with them. Peter laid himſelf downe 
in his tomwbe, and compoſed himlclf for his 
laſt reſt , and begging of all the aſlcmbly tor 
to recommentd his ſoule vnto our Lord, dyed 
the ſecond time, for to 0 to liuc eternally 
with Almighty God. Who is there that would 
not have bin conucrted by fo firange and 
euident a micacle ? what hart 1s ſo hard and 
flintic that would not haue waxed foit and 
gentle , and have quite changed itlelf by 
pennance; when it ſaw a man that wasraiſed 
trom death , chooſe rather prefently to die 
apain, then to remain in this fraile and mis 
{erable life ? but the kings hart was ſo egtan- 
gled in pleaſure, and lo corrupted with dif. 
t honeſty and crueltie , that ail this could not 

wOrke ypon 1m, not bring him toacknows 
lege himlelte,and teare God. For rather like 
2 fauage beaſt , he thirſted dayly more and 
more atter the blocd of his innocent lubieRs, 
| and wallowed in the puddle of moſt filthie 
carnall pleaſures with maniteſt and notorioug 
icandail of the whole kingdoms. Saint Staniſ+ 
laus firſt vicd all ſoft and gentle means for 
to cure this old feſtered foaic of the king ; 
but fincing that all was in vaine, and that he 
loſt bis labour, he was reſoJued to make vie 
ot the laſt remedies, and proceed to launcing 
and turning ;and with the ſword of excoms 
munication to feparate him as 2 rotten meme 
ber from the comn-unicn of the fai:htull: that 
ſo «awe a ſlroke might awake him and ma 
ke bim come to his wits; or it he wouldftilf 
18r7on dciperatly to his ruine and deſituftion, 
that ke uigtt oct at leaſt drew the whole 


| kingdom aiorg with him. But the king , like 


j 
| 


an «tier Pharav , waxing more hard by theſe 
{courges and puniſhments of God, did moſt ob- 
ſtir.aily 1ctt4s 1nd to go forward in hiswice 
ked coviſe, aud vitcr all his malice and turic 


| aguintt ho tketlouglt all meanes for to cur 


hiaz. And knowing that the holy Prelate was 
preparitig £1 lay Maile in a Church of Saint 
Micl vet , ke fent a band ct ſouldiersto draw 
hi jrory the boly #ltar, or, if occaſion ſets 
ved ,to kill him in the very place. The foul- 
diers went as they were commanded , but as 
tt cy citered to lay hands vpon the Saint,who 
was thea celcbriating the myiterie of our Re- 
G« nigtion ; theie appeared on a ſodaine an 
exc f]:ue greet light trom heauen, which ex- 
tiemiy ati hid them, and caſt them flat on 
tle ground, bereauing them of all power 
to execute their wicked defigne, The like | 
| appencd to a ſccond and third band of armed 
wen tet by the king for the ſame purpoſe, 
At Jsft Boleflaus came in perſon to animate 
hs iovidiers in this bloodie enterpriſe , t0 
delight himiſelt with that barbarous ſpectacle, 
ard to Lchold with his owne eyes the ceath 
ot tim whom he tooke to be his deadly ene- 


mic. And Wicnike cxecuticncss ſazted _ 
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cing- able to ſtrike 4 blow: 
gu _ _ baſe and cowardly fel 
| ny 10s 1n and falls vpon the Saint ; anc 
_ tis (word gives bim ſuch 4 terrible blow 
"athe head , that his braines were d:ſhe.i 
LA the walls and vpon the floore. Immedia- 
| = thoſe of the kings lite-gard ruſhed in 
] +to the Altar, diſpatcheC the bletied man 
TY this life , and mangled and cut his bo- 
+ into litle peeCes , which they {cattcrzd 
bout the fields; for to be deuourcd by dogg3, 
,94# and other rauenous beaſts. But our 
ol ſent from the fower quarters of the 
vorld fower fair great eagles for to gardand 
Lend the holy body , as they did tor two 
(hole days;andin the night time many lights 
rere ſeen ſhining vpon thole ſacred Relicks, 
zj this miracle divers Prielts and other de- 
wut people , who 1n the beginning durſt not 
tey themſelues for feare ot the tyrant Boleſ- 
ws, tooke hart and courage , and gathered 
mp the ſcattered and diſperſed parts of the 
Varyrs body ; and applying them together 
bund by 3 new miracle , that they were fo 
fldly vaited and knit one to an other , as 
{they had never bin ſeueredjor deuided , for 
there appeared not as much as 4 ſcarre or 
fone of any wound in all his body. It was 
ried atthe dore of Saint Michaels Church,in 
vhich he was martyred; And ten yeares atter 
k was tranſlated into the city of Cracouia 
ad yith preat hofor buried in the mille of 
ts cal of the lame city. It 15 not caſfic 
b belccye how the whole kingdom of Po- 
lad ; and other countreys of Chriſtendom 
r{ntedthis Cad and wofull fa&t : and how all 
ood men did prognoſticate the ttrange di- 
likens and calamitics which were hanging 
vierthe head of that moſt vnfortunat King, 
but none paue ſuch demonſtrations of forrow 
ad indynation , as the holy Pope, Gregoric 
be ſeayenth: who for to puniſh {o deteitable 
ud horrible a crime, and vaheard-of iniuric 
@ to the Church, put an interdi& vpon 
whole kingdom of Poland;cxcommunica- 


land anathematized the king Boleſtuus, | 55> 


him from his kingdom,comman- 
& alſo all the Biſhops not to anoint or 
"nm any man king without exprefle per- 
won and leave from the 
nd for thoſe who had & hand in the death 
a the boly Biſhop and Martyr, he excluded 
U 9 their poſterity to the fourth gene- 
Wontromall Ecclefiaſticall offices, benefices 
ts, The miſerable king being deteſted 

0 abomination by al men, and moſt 

al) tormented with the rack ot his owne 


| Mklence, led out ot Poland into Hungarie; 
Mere cr 
imſclf, became his owne mur- 

b (owe {ay that riding a huntung 
om hus hoſe, and was deuoured 


wat litle reſt , and not 
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Saint Staniſhus Bishop and Martyr. 


that he liued ſecretly and vaknowne in 3 
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hy doggs. Others ſay he did pennance , and ____ 


7. 


Monaſterie, ſerung inthe kicchine vatill his MAY, 


death. The Martyrdom of Saint Staniſlaus, 
according to Martin Cromerus , was in the 
yeare of our Lord one thouſand ſeauenty ni- 
ne,on te eleventh of Aprill, And his body 
was tranſlated on the Shs = of May :but bee 
caule tl at day is dedicated to the Apparition 
ot Saint Michael the Arcbangell, the Church 
| cclcbrates his feaſt vpon the ſeauenth of May. 
ln the yearc one thoutand two hundred fifry 


| thice.to wita hundied ſeauenty tower yeares 


after his Martyrdom, Pope Innocent the forth 
caonized him , and placed him in the Ca- 
talogue of Saints , God hauing wrought di- 
vers miracles for to honour and magnihe his 
holy Biſhop and Martyr. And his holineg, 
Pope Clement the eight commanded Saint 
Staniſlaus his feaſt to be put into the Roman 
Breuiary, and to be ferued with a double of- 
fice through all the Catholick Church. This 
life is taken out of Surtus, in the ſecond tame 
of the lives of Saints, on the eleuenthot A- 
prill: and out of lohn Longinus , Canon of 
Cracouia; and out of the Vandalia of Albers 
tus Crantzius, the third boock : chapter the 
twelfth, thirtecn and fourteca : and hiſtoric 
ot Martin Cromerus , avery graue Author , 
in his hiſtozic of Poland, at the end ot his 
tourth boock, and beginning of his ninth : 

and laitly out of the Leſſons approucd by the 

Authority ot the Sea Apoitolick. 
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THE APPARTTION OF SAINT 5 


Michazl the Archangell. 


143) aſſigned the glorious Saint Mi- 
chael the Archangellto be Prin» 
ce and Rout defender ot his Chu- 
|  rch, as in former times he had 
made him Ruler and Leader of the Synagogue, 
hath bin pleaſed io ſundric places and at dt- 
uers times to work maruellous things, by mea- 
nes and interceſſion of this noble and mighty 
Prince ; to the end all faithfull Chriſtians 
may come to know , that they are vnder 
his prote&1ion , and that they ought to be 
deuout to im , and have recourſe vnto 
him in all their troubles, difficultics, and nc« 
ceſliticss 2 
In Ecclefiaſticall hiſtories we read diuers 
apparitions of Saint Michael the Archangell : 
and that many Churches haue bin conſecra« 


| 


cratcd to our Lord in the honour apd memo» 
kW _ ric 


Mary 
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rie of this bleſſed Spirit, as well in the Eaſt 


MaY, pe built a Church in honour of Saint Michael, 
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The Apparition of Saint Michael Archangel, 


as in the weſt. At Rome Saint Bonifacius Po- 


in the top of that great edifice which was 
Called Moles eAdriani, and is now tiled tbe 
Coſi cÞ of Saint Angell: and an other was built 
ncer the fiſhponds. And the third in the Ua- 
tican by commandment of Pope Leo the 
ſourth , when he had beaten the Saracens. Dre- 
panius Florus, an ancient Poet maketh menti- 
on ofan Apparition that happened long before 
at Reme:and Sig1bert writeth of others which 
were in France. Sozemenus and Nicephorus 
do recount A very remarkable Apparition of 
this moſt glorious Archangell at Conſftanti- 
nople, where was built a itately Church in 
F one ur cfSaint Michael in which God wrous 
£ht many miracles. And the Greeks celebrate 
an other iamous Apparition, which happened 
peer the city of Rhodes. In the time of Dio- 
cletian Emperor there was 4 Church in Bithi. 
nia ot Saint Michael, ard luſtinian Emperor 
kuilt fx in his honor , as writeth Procopius, 
Fur as Saint Michael is vniuerfall Prince of 
the Church , ſo is it the good pleaſure and 
will of our Lord, that all parts ot'it do feelc 
and experience his helpe and ſuccour , and re- 
ccive many and continuall faucurs and be- 
ncfits from him. But among ſo many famous 
Ap: aritions the chicf and moſt renowned 1s 
that which happened on this day on Mount 
Garganus, which is now called the Mownt 


Proccfſion to the cave, which he fo ; 

very fit and commodious to be —_ Ty ; 
Chuich ;and celebrating 1n it the deuine { 

uice , he dedicated it in honour of Saint Mi 
chael ; by whoſe merits and intercefon 29 
Lorid-God hath fince that time wicught Me 
ny great wiracles in that Church, ſheyin 

thereby that it is wondertyull pratefull and 
pleaſing vnto bim that Saint Michael 1s ho« 
nored in that place, which vpon this occaſi. 
on Þath bin euer ſince eſteemed as 4 SahRuz 
ry ,and 2 place of preat concourſe and de. 
votion. And we read that Saint Romualdys 
founder of the order of Camaldula ; enioined 
the Emperor Otho to go in Pilgrimage bare 
foot trom Rome to Mount Garganus , and 
there to viſit this Church for pennance and 
ſatisfaftion of his fin: for bauing commahde 
or conſented to the death ot Creſcentiqs 

a principall man of Rome, atter he had proc 
wiſed and given him his word that he ſhoul 
not die : vpon which aflurance Crelcentiys 
had delivered himſelf vp vatobim.which Pe» 
nance the good Emperor performed exadly, 


as writeth Saint Peter Damian, Cardinall and 


about that time. And this is a token of the 
great veneration which that Church of Saint 
Michael was always held in : and that faith 
full Chriſtiansdid much frequent it , andweat 
often thither if pilgrimage, 


of Saint Angell in Ponilia, belonging to the 
kingdom of Naples, and is neer to the city 
of Siport ,now called eManfredonia, and virs 
gil, and Lucan do make mention of the ſaid 
Mountain , calling it Gazgansr. The Appari- 
tion was inthis manner. 

In the time of Pope Gelaſius the firſt , who 
entred into his feat in the yeare of our Loid 
foure hundred ninety two, 4certain rich man 
who was allo called Garganss, had many he- 
ards of catle , among which one bull went 
aſtray. They ſought him divers days , and at } 
lepgth finding him to be in acaue , they ſhot 
an arrow at him, which bolted back, and 
wounded the man that ſhot it. Which both 
troubled and amazed all thoſe that were there 

reſent , for they imagined that theie was 
Loa lome lecret and hidden myſterie. They 
addreſſed themielues to the Biſhop of Sipont, 
to know what it might meane. The Biſhop 
commanded 3 gencrall taſt and prayer for 
three days for to imploreand obtain the grace 
of our Lord. At the cnd whereot Saint Mi- 
chael appeared vato him, and told hum that 
the place, into vbicb that beaſt had got Was vn- 
der bis proteflion : and that it Was the Wil of 
God, that in the place where the caue was, there 
should be ertHed a Church in his and all the 
other boly eAngeils honour, The Biſhop accom- 


ous Mother, For ſhe being very 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT GREGORIE 
Nazianzen, Bishop, and Doftor of th + 


Church. 


Aint Gregoric Nazianzen, calledby 
excellency the Devine, was of N# 
zianzum, a city of Capadocia. His 
father was called Gregorie and us 


3 
& 


Biſhop of the foreſaid city. His Mother wa 


Nozna , a moſt.holy and vertuous woman, 
whole feaſt the Church celebrates on the fi 


of Auguſt, From ſuch atree ſprung ſuch fruit 


Saint Gregoric was not the only child ofthat 


happic couple : but he hada Brother Ce{arivs, 


ot whom mention is made-*in the Roma 
Martyrologe on the five and twentieth of fee 


bruary : and 2 Siſter \, Gorgonis, who 18 

| honored as i Saint on the nupth of December 
ſo that they were all of them Saints: but Gte- 
gorie was 2 very great Saint , and giuen | 
the hand of God to his Church, and obtain- 
cd by the prayers and teares of his moſt pie 


y defirous to 


panicd with his clergic and people went in 


bauc a ſonne , aud with great importunily 


begging 


moſt graue and worthie Author , who liued - 
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begging hr of Almighty God promiſed that 
he would be pleated to beſtow a ſonne 
ypon het vx Ape or" him to his ſer- 
ice, Oar Lord accepted of her prayer , and 
conkel ynto her , whilſt ſhe was ſleeping, 
ont ne 
« life wi nce, fauour, 
er hgure ; and withall bid her call him Gre- 
ie. Wherefore his Parents bad great care 
to breed him vp from his _— in the feare 
ofGod, good manners, and learning. And he 
of his --- had 2 great inclination to vertue 
46d piety ; and - great — r- wary inn 
loeyer (ciences he was taught, When he was 
come to 2 competent age, , was ſent by his 
Patents to Athens , which at that time wasa 
not famous vhtiuerſity and ſchoole, whither 
il choiſe witts reſorted from all parts : and 
yi eſtcemed the Mother of Eloquence and 
{| goodPhuloſophie.In this voyageto Athens 
$, Gregoric being vpon the ſea , there aroſe a 
farfull tempeſt : and he was ſtruck with a 
feare 0p mrs of pp 
was yet only a Catechumen and not bapti- 
fe turning himſelf vato our Lord uf 
ofhim todeliuer him from that dan- 
{that he might baue time to receiue the 
, Sacrament of Baptiſme : and promiſed 
all the days of his life in his ſeruice, His 
ſetw#sſo efficacious, that the tempeſt pre- 
caſed ; and the icas were calme. And 
dl the paſſengers afd mariners thanked him 
4 Ynexpedted a change , aſcribing it to 
i praſets that the tempelt was fo ſodainly 
wy At the ſame time his Parcats were 
Wits to our Lord tor to deliver him from 
Rangers which they are ſubieE vnto, who 
a ſea : and having ended their prayer 
thiy fa their ſonnc trampling vnder hisice- 
= \one or _ - _ furie , that 
adegoured to deſtroy and ruine 
It, Sint Gregorie arriued : Athens : and 
Tsthuch praiſed and admired by all the Ma- 
ſe and Schollars of the vaiuerſity. For his 
X wodeſly , excellent wit and knowledge 
Lyin the loye and eſteeme of every one. 
Not long aſter him, came Saint Baſil to A- 
lt for to ſiudie the ſame ſciences which 
fy gate emploied himſelf in, and as 
Wyere oth of the ſame temper, inclina- 
tn, wit and vertue., they contrated a moſt | 
TH and conſtant league of frendship, 
| -pey that ny —_ « haue but one 
We and one hart ; and to be one modell 
bd eter of the whole vniuetſity. They 
” nr = CI _ _—_— 
dl » Lhey ihunned the compa» 
ir of thoſe ſchollars that ſought to a 
Ur libertie, and liucd diſorderly ; and aſlo- 
h themſclues with thoſe that they faw to 
Kcollefted and: vertuous. In all things of 
y and devotion they were the foremoſt, 
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they auoyded all feaſting and Yaine enter- 
tainments : they were acquainted on'y ivith 
two ſtreetes, the one that led tothe Church 
and the other to the ſchooles, They defpiſed 
riches, and eſtcemed them as thornes. They 
did what good they could to the poore , at- 
tended to their Nudies , reading , and prayer. 
In 4 word they did fo imploy thernſelues in 
all piety and learning, with ſuch conſtancy 
and perſcuerancc,that yet neither of them did 
looke how toouercome his companion but 
wasglad anddefirousto be ſurpaſſed by him : 
tor there was not the leaſt enuie , but a moſt 
ſincere and hartie loue and affe&ion betwike 
them, which made each of them to eftteme 
his companions good and honor to be his 
owne. And bauing thus ſpent divers yeares 
in ſtudies , they became two as able and fa- 
mous men , as were then in the Church of 
God. Saint Bafil having ended his courſe of 
ſtudies, returged home : but Saint Gregorte 
remained ſtill at Athens : tor that all his trends 
and acquaintance were very vrgent and ims 
portune to baue him teach in that vniuerfity 
the ſciences which there he had learnt , 
particularly Rhetotick and eloquence , whe- 
rein he was admirable and moſt ewinent. And 
for to content them ; he vndertooke it. «At 
the ſame ti.ne that Saint Gregorie was at 
Athens , came thither Ivulian ; that afterwards 


to ſtudie there. And although he were-thea 
buta youth and hgd a good wit, and affcted 
the charafter of a good Chriſtian , yet Saint 
Gregoric did toone find him out : and cuen 
then did forctell bow fernigzous he would 
proue to the bole Empne , if exer he came to 


[way the ſcepter of it. For in tis falſe and trea« 
 cherous jmiling, ,in his diſcompojed gate , in the 


wicked and debauched companie Which be kept, 
in bis arzuments and diſputes , wherein he al- 
ways maintained the worſer part, and aduanced 
ſome impious propefurton ; and particularly in 
the rancour and grudge which he bore to thoſe 
that reprebended bim for bis faults , or gant 
him good counſell, he diſcouered the whole bart 
of Inlian, and therein read the wicked cour- 
ſe which afterwards he held; and for that rea= 
ſon could not endure his companic.And when 
Iulian came to be Emperor , although he la» 
bourcd all that he could , to win Saint Gree 
goric , and draw him to his frendfhip and 
{cruice, he could neuer prevaile. He was mo» 


\ xe powerfull indeed with bis Brother, Ceſa» 


rius , whom he preterred to a high apd emi- 
nent office : at which Saint Gregoric was ex* 
cecdingly troubled and affiifted:and writ vnto 
his Brother A leuere abd ſharp letter, wherein 
he fetteth downe what 4 riefe confuſion, and 
hame it is to bimſelf, to their father , Mother, 
and all their kindred and frenas, that be —_ 


what beis , showld offer to ſerie 4 Prince _ 
4 


proued an Apoſtata from our holy faith, for 
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Lad renounced bis faith , and had declaredopen 

—" war and hoſttiity againſt Teſus Chri##. 1 his 
May, letter of his had lo much force with Ceſarius, 
that he reſigned the office and honour that 
Ivhan bad beſflowed vpon him, and hazarded 

ti:e loflc of all his meanes and cuen his lite, 

for refuſing to ſerue him any more. The fa- 
ne Saint Gregorie, ſecing the great perſecu* 

tic n w hich this wickedEmperor raiſed againit 

tl e Chriſtians, compoied moſt elegant and 
eloguent orations apainſt him in defenſe ot 
cur holy Religion : and nor being content 
therewith , vpon occaſion that the facrilegi- 
ous apoſtata kad forbidden Chriitiuns to ve 
trained vp in human literature of Poetrie, Rhes 
torick, and Philolophic, becauſe by thoſe we* 
apors they made feartull war againſt hin-:th.c 
tlefſed Saint , all inflamed with the loue of 
Codand zeale of tis glorie,applyed himſcltto 
the raking of comedies and tragedies , and 


the writivg of all ſorts of verſe. Which he 
performed with fo much wit and clegance, 
and with ſech rarc and admirable ſentences, '| 
that the Chriſtians tcund in his wittings all 
that they coul deſire in the heathen Foets. 
Aiter that S.Gregorie for tu content and 
fatisfie bis frends, had taught ſome yeates at 


Athens, taking an occafion of his fathers great 
e and the longing defirethe good old man 
Lad to ice his ſopne , and alſo of the preſent 


want and neceſſity his frends and his owne 
Ecuſe had of his help and countcl! : taking 
leaue of the vniucrfity, te returned home, any 
was bartizcd. Then calling to mind the tem. 
peſt hc had bio in, when he failed to Athens, 
and the promis he had made toGod,to dedicate 
himſclt wholy to his jeruice, he reſoulucd to put 


it 


now 1n ex cution, And preſently renoun- 


cing all picaſuies and vaine delights ot this 
ſhort andfraile lite, he gave hiwicit eatuely 
to our Lord. Andin tte hiſt place he laid toi 
the: tundation as it were of this new lite, a 


Gre reſolution neuer to lweare , which put» 


ou be kept exatly all his life lung. He was 
O 


taken with reading, meditatiun , and Con- 


templation of heavenly things, that day and 
night he thought ofnothing cls. And tiequen+ 
tly in the night Chriſt our Sauiour appeared 
vato him, and recreated him with bis molt 
amiablepreſence, And once in his fleepe the- 
xe were repreiented vnto him two young vir- 
gins, very gratious and beautitull : who as 
they came ncer to the table where he was 
ſtucying , and began toſpeake familiarly with 
kim , he not knowing them , was oftended 
at it, and checking them for being to tree and 
familiar , asked them who they were , and 
That they had to do there. They replycd : be 
not troubled - Gregorze 4 that ve are come to 
vecreate and entertaine thee jo friendly : for the 
one of vs is Yijaom , and the other is cha- 
flity ; and God bath jent vs wnto thee , for to 


contra? *1th thee 2 ſirif league » 

- rendsb; 
and to be thy faithful porn. db nw.. 
Aauring ite. And it proved to be true;for Sa1 | 
Gregorie retained conſtantly 4 Virgin, = 


blime know lege , that he was ſurnamed th 
Dinume :2 1itie-giuen by the holy Fatheizon 
ly to Saint lokn the Evangeliſt , and Gain 
Gregorie N:zianzen: and bis dofrin is of 
cure and ot 1o liph an eftceme in the hol, 
Chu:ch,that (as Saint Thomasfaith citing 

it Saint Hierome ) there 3s nothing in hos 
tings to Humble at. and Rutinus adds mores 
over that whoſoeuer off ereth to Teprebend 
contramt his doftrin is eſteemed or JujpeRetdt 
be an baetich, Herice it 15 that the Great Dos 
for ot the Chuich . Saint Hierowe doth olo 
ric z0 baue bin & diſciple of Saint Gregoree par 
to baue gon from Syria to Conſtanimnople in 
company of Vincentias , to become bis Jcholly 
and tio learn of bim to expound and interpret 


was aCorned with fo au wiſdom and fy, © 


the holy ſcripture. 


Prieſt againſt his will, for he thought tha 
Prietthood was as it wetre A tic or «2th to 
hold him. But the bleſſed man aſpiring to4 
pettect lite, and being a great enemie of the 
noilc and broyles o: the world, vaderſtand 
ing alſo that his great trend and compagnion 
Saint Bali] bad r« tired himlelt into the (olitade 
ot Pontus, as into a ſafe and fecure harbour 
could be detained no lonegr from the like 
courle of lite. But breaking of all the fetten 
and chaines that held him, he went to viſt & 
Baſil , and remained in the fame deſertdiuers 
yeaces,thoauzh they liucd 2 part one fromthe 
other, wuntating vponcarth the liteand cots 
verſauon O1 tie bletied Angel!s. Saint Grego» 
«1c ſpeaking of this time ot his lite hath thele 
words. f tamed my flesh with continualllabuurs 
which an tbe prime of my youth did bud v9 
th wnciean deſires, and did Wantonly kick. I 
onercame the glutonie of the belly , ad they 

ranny of thoſe parts that are neere it. 1 kept 4 

ſiritt gard ouer my eyes , f curb'd all motions 

of anger, 1 mortified all the members of ny 

bory. 1 Yept for my former !aughter : F conſent 

ted all things to Chriſt : the floore was my bed, 
Jackjuth my garment , Watching Was my ſleeht, 

and teares my repoje. By day 1 wearied out ny 

boulders with labour. «And at nig't I food 
like 4 fiatue, Yoriting hymnes, and would not 

aamitt any buman pleaſure or comfort in my 


ſoule, not euen in thought. This was the tent 
of my life whilſt F vas young: becauſe flerh and 
blood like fire caſt forth flames and endeauourtd 
to binder me from ſoaring wp to heawen, 1 1ad 
alſo throwne away the heame burden of rithey 


that 1 might be the lighter to mount vp & y” 


Saint Gregorics father deſired to keep his 
ſonne with him tor the gouernment of his 
hous , and tor to be the (taffe of his old age: 
ad tor to oblige him thereto , he made hin 


viye | 


the re 
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All this doth Saint Gregorie ſpeake of himſelf: | 
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Religious men and the people of Nazianzum, 
— nd we mav beleeue the like of Saint Baſil, 


who had withdrawne themſclues from his —<* 
obedicnce , and refuſed tocommunicate or to Mary 
s 


þ whom this Saint ſ{tleth 4 giant in compa» 
_ riſon of bimſelf. They both imployed the grea- 
teſt part of their time in the ſtudie of holy 
ſcripture, labouring to expount it not of their 
owne head, but according to the devine light 
which our Lord coannunicated ynto them, 
and according to the interpretation which 
hoiy tathers and ancient Doctors ot the 
Church had delivered vnto them. Heic alſo 
they writ Rules very exact ap profitable for 
Religious men, oiging them a forme and wan- 


. ner of lying, that they might appeare Reli- 


gjovsnOt only in name, but in behawiour alſo, 
and converſation. But Saint Gregories father 
being now growne very old and decrepit, 
and diſcomtorted for the death of ' his ſonne 
Cefarius , he importuned this other- ſonne 
Gregorie to come to ſce him , and to take 
ypon him the care and adminiſtration of his 
houſe and meanes, for himſelt was nor ablc 
tomenage them any longer, nor carrie on 
ſuites with thoſe , that vnder falſe titles and 
caimes did wrongfully viurp his lands and 
poſſeſſions. And Saint Gregorie overcome by 
obedience and reſpec to his father , and the 
obligation he had to haue care of him in this 
tis great neceſſity ; with many teares and ex- 
ceeding- griete and ſorrow left that beloued 
ſolitude,accompanied with heauenly delights 
and comforts ; and his deare frend Saint Baſ{l; 
and returned to Nazianzum for to ſerue and 
comfort his father, And it ſeemeth that our 
Lord brought him thither , not only fur to 
vive his father a ternporall aſſiſtance and con- 
ſolation: but much more for to procure him 
the remedie and eternall health of his ſoulc, 
For the Arjan hercticks being very ſtrong 
ad powerfull , ſupported with the fauour of 
the Emperor Ualens , raiſed preat ſtirrs and 
wmalts , and moſt violently perſecuted the 
Church of God, Fer they thruſt out of their 
ſeats thoſe Catholick B iſhops, whom neither 
dy premiſes nor threats tliey could bring or 
(ray to conſent to their impiety : and whom 
ldey perceived to be {1mple and lefſe learned, 
} enſnared and inueigied with falſe icafons 
Captious arguments. And in this manner 
 G&ceived Saint Gregories lather : who 
being a moſt ſincere and honeſt wan , and 
Ulcore and ten yeares old , never much 
Trkdin (chooles, fel] into the gin which the 
le hereticks had layd for him, and beca» 
at of their opinion, But the great Saint Gre« 
ans his ſonne , by his prayers and good 
| : —_ he oftered ynto God for his ta- 
= by the efficacious and conuincing 
wy 1 which he vſcd , reduced hisfather 1n- 
_ way, and made him to acknow- 
'$ fault , and deteſt his error ; he appea- 
"wv and reconciled ynto him both the 


haue any thing to do with their Biſhop, that 
permitted himſelf to be ſeduced by heteticks, 
But for that the hereticks were both nume.- 
tous and powertull ; Saint Gregorie, for to 
ſtrengthen his party , perſwaded Saint Baſil 
allo to leaue the defert , and come to aſſiſt 
him : for it was neceffarie for them both to 
ioine their forces together , and to ſtand in 
detenſe of the Catholick faith and caufe of 
God. Saint Baſil came ,anda while after, Eu- 
{cbius Biſhop of Ceſareca dying, Saint Grego. 
rie thinking that there was none more fitt 
tor that ſeat then Saint Bahill ( whoſe ſanRity, 
dodtrin and eloquence was like to ſtand in 
great ſteed for the abating of the courage of 
the hercticks , and animating Catholicks ) 
vſed all meanes poſſible to have him choſen 
Biſhop , and to make him to accept of it.And 
it ſucceeded according to his deſire. For theſe 
holy men did not fſecke themſelues but God, 


nor looke after their owne cale and comfort: 
but procured labour and toile for themſelyes, 
and repoſe and faluation tor their neighbours, 
Saint Baſil having acceptcd of that charge,and 
being made Biſhop of that great city and me- 
tropolitan of Celarea , was very defirous to 
haue one to helpe him to beare the weight of 
lo great a burden; and prayed Saint Gregorie, 
that ſeeing he did retule great honours and 
dignitics, he would be pleaſed to accept;of 
the Biſhoprick of Safima, which was but 2 
litle-city, ſubie& and depending ot Cefarea 3 
bat yet ſtood in need of a learned and vigis 
lant Paſtor, by reaſon of the many ſtrangers 
that reſorted thither. Saint Gregorie though 
he made ſome difficulty , at length admitted 
of it. But ſoone after leſt it , becauſe Anthi- 
mus Biſhop of Tyana, pretending that this 
Church belonged to his iurifdiftion, had en- 
tred vpon it , and hindred: Saint Gregorie 
from taking poſſeſſion of, it leaſt Saint Bafils 
title might be ſtrengthbned, againſt whom he 
had brought his ation in law. For which cau- 
{e, and for that he ſaw he was able to do but 
litle good in the city of Safima, he renoun- 
ccd the Biſhoprick. And beſides, his father , 
who was now a hundred yeares old, and vna- 
ble to rule and govern his Church, was very 
carneſt with him to take that care vpon him, 
and free him of ſo weightie 4 charge. Saint 
Gregorie for to fatisfic his father, was content 
to ſerve him , not as Biſhop of Nazianzum, 
but as his coadiutor and ſuffragan, and ypon 
that condition, that aſter his fathers death, 
he ſhould be free,and no waystyed or ingaged 
to that Church. Wherefore when his tather 
was dead, and not long after,alſo his Mother 
Nonna , he left Nazianzum , and went on 


pilgrimage to 3 Church of Saint 'T hecla , of 
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great deuotion in the city ofSeleucia, that by 


—” his abſence the clergie and people might be 
M ay,. neceſſitated to chooſe an other Biſh5p. But 


when he returned, he found things in the ſtate 
and condition in which he had. left them, 
and no Biſhop choſen ; for they all expe&ed 
him to be the man , who notwithſtanding 
all their prayers and teares, and diuers other 
meanes which they vied to perſwade, or euen 
to force him to accept of the dignity,could ne- 
uer be perſwaded to giue his conſent , but 
prevailed with them at length to proceed to 
the elefion of an other : for he was not,nor 
would he be conſecrated Biſhop of that city, 
though for a while , as we ſaid, he tooke the 
adminiſtration of it , for to helpe his father. 
Eulalius then was choſen and ſeated in the 
Epiſcopal| Chaire of Nazianzum. And- there 
wanted not ſome that were ill affe&ed to S, 
Gregoric , who gaue out thar this dignity Was 
taken jrom bim azainſt his will : others ſaid 
that he refuſed it becauſe it was but 4 mean 
Bisboprick, , and of [mall reuenues. For weake 
eyes can not enduie __ light : and enuious 
and malitious men do not conſider what 
they ſpeake, ſo they can ſpeake euill of good 
and. yertuous men. After the election ot Eu- 
Jalius , Saint Gregorie went to helpe and aſſiſt 
his good frend , Saint Baſil, in the building 
and founding of 4 ſtately Hoſpitall tor the 
intertaining and curing of leapers, a work of 
great charity ,and wonderfully profitable by 
reaſon of the neceſſity there was otir. 

The bleſſed man being now intirely dif 
charged ot the care ofthe Church of Nazian» 
zum , remained not idle, But imployed that 
great and pregnant wit with other talcats, 
which God had giuen him , in the defenſe of 
Catholick Religion , and in beating downe 
new hereſies which at that time ſprung vp a- 
gainſt it, For beſides the Arians, who had 1n- 
{e&ed the world with their peſtilent do&rin, 
and denied the equality and Con/ubſtantiality 
of the Eternall joune of God, Tejus Chriſt, vith 
his Father ;there roſe vp from hell Macedo- 
donius, blaſpheaung againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
and affirming that be vas not God. Apollinaris 
alſo broched ſome wicked opinions concer- 
ning the Myſterie ot the Incarnation of the 
ſonne of God ,and the fleſh and ioule which 
he aflumed, when he vnited our haman na- 
ture to his deuin perſon, Theſe maſters of 
impiety ſowed their errors , and multiplied 
them ſo much, that S.Gregoric thought himſelt 
obliged to repaire to Conſtantinople (where 
this contagion raged molt ) tor to repreſle 
them, and detend Gods cauic, Which he per- 
formed with 1o divin afpirit, fiagular learn- 
ing ,and admirable eloquence, that ina ſhort 
tive things were quite changed in that Im- 

eriall city. And whereas betore there was | 
þur ons on.y ltle Church ot Saint Analtahia, 
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frequented by the Catholicks , Alitle While 
after there were wany ;for the multitude of 


fie to the Catholick faith. But ſuch as remai. 
ned willtull and obſtinat in their herckes 
could not brook fo great glorie and renowne 
of S. Gregorie : wherctore they inſtigatedand 
ſtirred vp againſt him the raffe and ſcumme 
of the people, perſwading them that Gregorit 
vas 4 turbulent and ſeditious man , and drjer. 
ger to be caſh out of the city. Wheretore in z 
mutiny they flung ttonesat him, and hadeuen 
| Killed him ;but that our Lord prote&ed him, 
and not contenting themliclues with this 
aftront and inſolency, they apprehended hin 
and brought him betore the Luſtice, accuſin 
him to be 4 fafions and jeditious perſon that 
bad ſtirred vp the people. And the Saint offe. 
ring himſelt with a moſt affeQuous deſire ty 
all forts of torments and any kind of death 
for the loue of Chriſt , became 3 Martyr in 
will and hart. But our Lord would not haue 
him to die then, nor ſuffer any torment, bes 
cauſe he would be ſerucd by him in othet 
affaires, Wherefore the truth being knowne, 
and his innocency diſcouercd , the Iadget 
abſolucd him , and diſmiſſed him. 

Peter , Patriarck of Alexandria, who had 
fucceeded Saint Athanaſius , was certified of 
the great good which S.Gregoric had wrought 
at Conſtantinople, by his preaching , his ta» 
| muliar dilcouries, and his writings ; and that 
by his labour and induſtrie Catholick Reli- 
g10n began to floriſh again in that city, and 
the hereticks party was much weakaed and 
brought low : and conceauing that his paines 
and cndeauours would be more protitable,if 
he were Biſhop of the place : and that he 
would hauc greater care , and be more watch- 
tull over the flock, whereot he was appointed 
Paſtor ; nominated him Archbiſhop ot Conl- 
tantinople, «And Saint Gregorie ,thoughhe 
much thirſted after quiet and retirement ,and 
was moſt vayilling to accept of any honour 
and preferment : yet ſecing that it was accom- 
panicd with great labours , ſubmitted himſelf 
to the burden; to the end that being fortiked 
and impowered by this auctority , he might 
be more able to controle and prele downe 
the hereticks, and do greater fcruice to out 
Lord. And notwithſtanding it were 2 mol 
rich and wealthie Biſhoprick , yet all the time 
he cnioyed it, he was excceding poore ; and 
medled 1o litle with the rents and revenewes 
of his Church, that he would neuer take ac 
count of them himſelf; but remitted all 
care to his Rewards and officers , #0 whum be 
ſaid it belonged, and not to Biibops, Whoſe ofa 
;t is to attend to ſpiritual things » and to ft 
their sbeepe with the example of a good m 
wvertuos life, and the food of Wholeſome M- 


| rrin. And the Saunt ſpeaking of thus —_ 


thoſe , who were dayly conuerted from here. } 


fith thus. Altbouzb couetuuſnes in ail things 
ks 2 foule vice , yet it is far more foule in ſacred 
1, things : and if all were of my mind concerning 
riches, the Char ch of Chriſt would not ſuffer jo 
puch preiudice. It happened that one Maxi» 
nos, an Egyptian; and acynick philoſopher, 
: man for bis exteriour comportment grauc 
2nd __ _—_— vainc and ambiti- 
ous; in outward ſhew 4 lamb , but in effe&t 
true wolte ; infinuated himielf 1nto the facqu1- 
jy of Saint Gregorie , and faigning himlelt 
to be 1ober, prudent ,and a great contemner 
of the world, gained his afte&ion extremly : 
ind after he was baptized and became a mem- 
ter of the Church , their frendsbip and tami- 
lyity paſſed ſo tar that Saint Gregorie made 
tim fit at his owne table, communicated his 
Eres with him, and tooke his aduice and 
wunſell. For being himtelt a Saint and molt 
facere, be iudged of other mens harts by his 
owne , and by what he ſaw outwardly, made 
; conieture of the 1nteriour ot Maximus, 
which he could not ſce. But that faiſe vilan, 
Ike an other Judas, reſolued to fell his maiter, 
« _ _ _ eos and cnioy it 
ef, And he went fo tar as to negotiate 
the bulines | any wigs . _— — ot Alc- 
wadria, whom he decciued by his ſubtleties 
ud lyes; and brought him to condetcend to 
o moſt _ and ambitious detires. Being 
awed with the Patriarks authority he 
rtwmedto Conilantinople for to enter 1nto 
poſſeſſion of the Biſhoprick ; but the Catho 
lcks tooke vp armces tor to detend their Bu- 
ſtop , and thruſt the wicked viurper out of 
ltecty, being notwithſtanding much dilple- 
tld with Saint Gregorie, tor hauing put fo 
w_ T I——_ in that hypocut 
ſe hart. d telluw , and admitted him 
nv his molt 1nward tiendfhip and tamiliari- 
y; And It was neccflaric tor the Saint to 
fue an account of what he had done,and 
lb declare yato them w4th what love and 
lizdnes ve are to receiue all thoſe Who demand 
bly Baptiſae , and do forſake the ignorance of 
tune philoſophre for to embrace the lizht an1 
uth of che Church, Intine he brought them 
\ go rcafons tor what he had done ,that 
jtelted fatished and appealed; 

Theodoſius the Great, a Spaniard , was at 
_—_ Emperor ot the Eait, a Prince more 
" wacdtor bis piety and Religion, then for 

gat militarie prowellc , wherewith he 

lubducd and triumphed ouer his enemics 
comming to Conttantinople honored and 
ak ed d.Gregoric as his tathcr,and asa £Ic- 
ply the Catholick Church , and itron 
7p bulwark ot our holy Religion, and 
- um to take the charge and care , as 
in 4 g00d Paltor , of this flock , giuing 
tor the great paines he had 
a.And tor that the Arian hexctichs 
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,and Do&or, 


did ſtill poſſeſſe the Patriarchall Church ofCon» 
!tantinople , the Emperor promiſed him to 


'icks, appointing alſo 4 day when the would 
do it, This was preſently bruited about the 
City : the hereticks ſtormed and tooke vp ar« 
mes , cemplaining of the Emperor, and thre» 
atning to kill Saint Gregorie , as indeed 
they purpoſed and endeauourcd to do, but 
Theodotius did 10 diſpoſe gards about the 
City that the agkar hes > they intended to 
raiſe, could haue no effe&t, And he himſelf ca» 
me to the Church for to put Saint Gregorie 
in poſſeſſion of it. That day it hes that 
the whole city of Conſtantinople was ouer- 
calt with a great and thick miſt, ſo that it 
ſeemed there to be rather night then day, 
Whereupon the Arians preſently tooke oc- 
calion to ſay that thit was 4 manifeſt miracle 
of God, vbo intended to chew how much it vas 
againſt bis will to take from them their Church, 
but they ſoone found themlelues deceiued, 
and put to ſhame agd confuſion ,when they 
law that as the Emperor and Saint Gregorie 
came nicere to the Church dore , the miſt 
vaniſhed, and the day became cleare, bright, 
and ſhining , to the wondertull great 1oy and 
comfort of the Catholicks. When they came 
into the Church, Saint Gregoric fell vpoa his 
knees, and with tcares gaue thanks to our 
Lord for the ſingular fauour be had done bis 
people , shewing bis power in reſtoring them 
this Church for their devotion ; and bis «Ma» 
zeſtjer jeruice The Emperor did the like ; and 
the Catholicks embraced one an other, cons» 

gratulating with themſelues for that bleſſing 

which God had giuen them. only the here- 
ticks fretted and were greeucd and vexcd at 
it, The Emperor would hauc had Saint Gre» 
vorie preſently to fit 19 his chaire , and take 

tull poſſeſſion ot hisdignity. but the holy man 

exculed himſelf and begged of the Emperor 

not to command him. Then ſpeaking tothe 

people by 4 cryet ( tor the noiſe waso great 

tat they could not heare him ) he dcfired 

them all,that day to lay aſide all other butt» 


| neſtes , and ſpenditin prayer and prailing the 


moſt blcficd Trinity , that had (o glonoully 
triumphed ouer the cnemie, With this the 


Emperor was well ſatisfied ,and admired the 


humility and ſanity of Saint Gregorie ; and 
inviced him to his Pallacc , deſiring bia allo 
often to come and viſit him : which note 
withſtanding Saint Gregotic did very rarelys 
becauſe he loued retirement , and ſhunned 
the noiſe of the Court; and vaderſtood well 
that although the Emperor was 2 vertyous 
Prince , courteous, iuſt , and deuout : yet dis 
vers of his chicf officers were couctous, an 

fuoured more thoſe that would greale them 
'n the hand , then thoſe that were the belt 


d ing. t ot the aſliſtance and 
cſcruing. Ag tound got the aflil _ 


take it from them , arid giue it to the Catho« MAY, 
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hundred aud fiſty Bilt.ops ot the caſt : yet 


fitting and neceflarie, All the kindnes which 


poiſon to the hereticks, who were refolved 


the Emperor ſhewed vato Saint Gregorie was 


to make an end of him one way or other, 


And to compaſic their milchicuous defigne, 


they agreed with a young fellow , an beretick 
of their {e& , ſtout and bold , that he ſhould 
infinvat himlelf into the companie of ſome 
that went to viſit Saint Gregonie, that lay fick 
in bed , and there watch his opportunity to 
atchicue his villenic. The murderer <ntred 
the Saints chan:ker , ard when he faw that 
almoſt all were gon out, and hinelf alone, 
that he mighc eafily bave Qiſpatched him, be 
threw himiclt at his fect , asKing pardon of 
him with many teares and ſobs, Saint Grego- 
ric dernarded what be meant , and Why he Yeept 
ſo litterly. The poore man not being able to 
viter one word , continucd ſill weeping and 
ſobbing, till at length one that ſtood by ſaid: 
father , this younz man being ſet oz by the here- 
ticks , came hither With intention ro kill you, 
and infallibly had taken a%ay yoar life with 
the (word which he carrieth ,if our Lord Teſus 
bad not held his hand : and nov repenting him- 
ſelf of that cruell and bloodie defizne , be lamen 
teth his ſia, and bezgeth pardon of you. Then 
the Saint turning himſelt towards the young 
man, and moit lowngly embraciog him ſaid: 
God forgine thee my deareſt child , and (defend 
thee ſeeing thou ha## prejerzed me. eAnd 1 to 
likevije pardon thee. Une only thing 1 do defire 
and beg of thee , that thou wilt forſake thy be- 
reſie ,and become Catbolick.; and ſerue our Lord 
with 4 ſincere, perſeft , and entire bart. By this 
ſo mild and fatherly admonition the young 
man remained extremly contounded ; and the 
Catholicks being excecdingly edificd , did 
praiſe our Lord, who had given them ſuch a 
Paſtor. But to the end that he might be the 
conſtant and proper Paſtor of Conliantino- 
ple , and might be owned and acknowledyed 
for ſuch by the common conſent of all ( tor 
there wanted not ſome that ſaid that Max;- 
mins, and not Gregorie, was the Bishbop ; and 
others who gaue out #hat be hawzng bin once 
Brsbop of Na%{an%#m, conid nor go to an uther 
Charch without the decree and authority of Jo, 
me legitimate Council) The Emperor Thev- 
dofius procured 4 Councill to meete at Con- 
{lantinople for to ratific, approue and confirm 
2 new what kad bin decreed in the Council! 
of Nice againit the Arian heieticks ; and toy 
to condemn other herefies, which had ſprung 
vÞ ſince that time: and withall to ſet)c and et- 
tabliſh SaintGregoyie in hisChaire by logreat 
authority, In this councill were aflemblcd a : 


———l_ 


there wanted the Biſhops of Epypt with thear 
Patnaik , wv ho then was Timcthee : as alſo 


Saint Gregoire Nazianzen, Bishop and Dogon: | 


—=—;Corrcpondence from them which was both | Church. In this councill the Patriarchall dig: 


nity of Ccnfſiantinople was Confirmed y 
Saint Gregorie : and the Catholicl; faith - 
; Manniained againſt Arijans, Macedonians ke 
Appollinariſts, And Saint Damaſus p : 
approvucd this councill as cocumenicall il 
generall : and it' is one of the foure ho 
as faith Saint Gregoric Pope , are to le : : 
med and renerenced as the forer Goſpels "8 
there happened to be ſome contentions a q 
debates in the Councill » and the Bilko 
were deuided and of different opinions,when 
Saint Gregoric endeauoured to accord and 
loine together , giving them moſt Whos» 
lclome counſel] , which was not equal] 
grateſull and pleaſing to all ; ſome ſhewed 


themſelues diſguſted and offended With 


with their Patriark , who exceptcd againf 
the eleQion cf Saint Gregorie , becauſe the 
councill had not expeed them , and the 

had not conſented to it. this'cauſed ney 
troubles and diviſions, For ſome wouldþbave 
Saint Gregorie to be Archbiſhop of Conttan- 
tinople :and others gainfayd it ;not lor ay 
diſlike of his perſon , or that they iudged him 
vakt or vaworthic of that high and eaunent 
place : but for to reuenge themlclues ofthoſe 
who had not expe&ed their comming: and 
for ſome other particular ends which they 
had, 

Then the Saint, as a louer of peace , and 
deſirous of reit and retirement, 1poke ynto 
all the Biſhops aſſembled in the Councill, 

in this manner : Fathers and Paſlors of uur 
Lords fold, who are met bere for to make peat 
in the Church , conſider that it is 4 thing une 
Yorthie your perjons,to be at wpriance and tj 
cord among yourſelues. Tt f be the cauſe of your 
aiſjention, lce bere I am. Caſt me like an uthet 
lonas into the ſen, that fo the tempeſi may ea- 
ſe. Jf your deſire be to haxe this diznity beſtowed 
von Jome other; gins tin Gods Nameto whom 
ou pleaſe. For f neuer defired it , and tooke 
it much azain(} my will. Tf you thinkt fit 
that T Shall leane th: city ; T am muſt 

readie to depart hence , and 7 will return bot 
to my litle hole and corner that you may remur 
ze bere quietly ,and the Church of God may tbe 
zoy peace. From the councill ke went yato the 
Emperor , and told him he came to leg of al 

Mateſly 4 particular ſexour : not nubes fit 
himſelf , or any honorable office or preferment 

tor his frendr or kindred , or any tempirall com- 

modity : but only kis licence and permyfun 1 

Hepoſe the e/1chiepiſcopall charge and aightth 

and to were himſelf into jome ſolitue ;16t 

re ts lay dune this mortal life, $hich bis od 

age and frequent infirmities Yould ſont dijpatch 

and make an end of. That what be asked might 


gue Came yRtO ut po Bilkop ot the welietn 


wel be gt auted kim ſeeing it #85 Ver) yo 


him. And afterwards there came in} 
manner, vnlooked for, the Biſhops of Egypt 
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Bent for the peace and union of the Church : 
hich be Was obleged to procure and farther a: 
hut al things in the v011d. And he did fo vr- 
» and importune the Emperor and thoſe 
7 his counſel! , that though it afflifed him 
tothe very hart , be was forced to grant him 
what he requeſted. As ſoone as. this licence 
was granted him , he tooke his leaue of the 
Emperor ,of the Religious, clergie , people, 
of the Churches, Heoipitalls, Pallaces , of his 
owne Cathedrall and Patriarchall feate, and 
:"fne of all things that might detaine or de- 

bt himin that city, as 2 man that was neuer 
to-ſee them more, but went now to live and 
lie with Chriſt. It is almoſt incredible what 
ortow this his departure cauſed in Conitan- 
tnople- For they loſt a moſt vigilant Paſtor, 
n irefragable Maſter of truth, a moſt perte&t 
nodell ot fanEity ; one who al ways ſhewed 
them the way by his good example, and ne- 
per taught any thing which be did not firſt 
mrattife himſelf. They loſt 3 moſt fiout and 
relofute defender of the Catholick tairh, a ter- 
jor of hereticks , a father of orphans , a pro- 
tetor of widows, the comtort ofthe atfliaed, 


and reliefe of the poore : they luttan ingoms | 


parable ;DoRor of the Church, the hght of 
yiſdom , the ocean ot eloquence, and a ſun 
that enlightned all other Doctors ot that ages 
york of people accompanicd him, lament» 
ngand moſt heawily taking on, But he retur- 


ned home 1nto his countrey, and there retires | 


inſelt to 4 countrey houte- which had be- 
longed to his father, called eA/zanxo , being 
much ſpent and worn out with old age and 
icknes, And abou all ſoare troubled with 
te gout , which continually peitered bim, 
adkept him for the moſt part in his bed.But 
te comforted himſelf with prayer and me- 


dition of that cternall repoſe and happi- | 


ves which he hoped for. He gaue himlelt alſo 
bo wiiting both in proſe and verte. And com- 
poled then diuers of thoſe works which arc 
ſet extant , and eſteemed to be his , 1n moſt 
beate and quaint language, and full of we- 
glue ſentences, notto be read without great 
Wiztion, Among which he writ 4 large dil- 
wurſe of his owne life in verſe, and con.ming 


treat of this his retirement, for to giue vs | 


trample of humility and gard over outrſe]- 
wef;and to teach vs to ſubdue and break our 

ſuall appetits , and not to confide 1n old 
eor 1n the victories which we bauc tomerly 
" in matter of chaſtity , ſpeaking in his 
"ne perſon , he exclames tÞus againſt his 

h:Wher » ut thox giue ouer ,and make an 
nd thyrebellzous ana moſt unruly and 19þu- 

nt proceedings ? wretch tha: thou art , when 
kilt thou juttef7 thy old aze , alrenie inte ans 
turie 9nto the ſpirit ? baue jomereſped for me, 
aurefrain theſe luſt full ana unbridled appetits, 
1 make no longer war againſt me Fit [0 gre- 


| 


Saint Gregorie Nazianzen, Bishop and Door, 


at furie, For if thou doeſt go on in this mann?! 


oppoſe thee , ana fight azainfs thee ith all might 
and maine : ani that I will quite tire thee out 
and treak thee Yith all the paines and affiifions 
that T canlay wpon thee, untiil T do bring thee 
into ſubtettion , and make thre as feehie and 
Weake as is 4 dead bodie, And preſently he 
begs for tcares that gabing forth and runntns 
dome in great jlenty from his cyes they may 
Wah avoy the Zaines of his finns. Andexhor- 
teth himiclt to faſt , ro do pennauce, and pro 
Hat himjelf fre quently vpn the ground , and 
to eate bis breaa mingled Vith ahes , clothe his 

boay with ſackloth , and aflif it with all kind 
of anſterities , that by this meanes he may come 

to triumph oner his flech. Re goethon, and 

ſpeaketh other things to the ſame purpoſe 

moſt acmirable and ot great eifcation : whe- 
118 appeareth his fingular bumility in difco« 
ucring vnto vs his tcatations, and the war 
which his fleſh made himeven in his old age 
by Gods permiſhon, to the cnd that he might 
know that his virginity , and his being not 
ouetcome by {uch tcntations in bis youth, was 
a ſpeciall guitt of Almighty God : and that 
he might not grow proud and be puffed vp 
with 4 conceit of himſelt for his great tearn- 
ing and eloquence : eucn as God permitted 
Saint Paul to be moleſted with the like Ring 
ot the tic{h, that the greatnes of his Re uela- 

tions might not raiſe him aboue hiaulelt, and 

biecd in his mind vaine glotic. Perhaps ailo 

Saint Gregorie would teach vs in his owne 

pcrion the feare we ought to liue in; andthe 

armes We are to vie tor to detend ourſciues 

againſt ſo fierce , dometticail , obſtinate and 

zeftles enemies. 

For the greater glorie alſo of the Saint, 
God permitted that an cuill conditioned gene 
tleman,whoſe name was 'Taleniinian , that 
iucd hard by, ſhonld harbour in his bouſe 
ceitain wanton and laſciuious women , who 


| by their rude ,prophane and petulant i cha- 


uwiour did much offend and anoy the molt pure 
and chalit ſoule of S. Gregorie. And he valuing 
more the innocency ot his ſoule then the 
caſe of his body , and preierring truc quiet 
and repoſe of mind betore all the commodi- 
tics that that countrey houſe had aftorded 
him , lctt it, and remouecd to an other place : 
and ſent a letter to that debouit gentleman, 
wherein he complaines that be bad ariuen birt 
out of T arani(e ly thoſe women as it Yeie by Exe, 
endeauouring to deprize him of that gramty and 
innocenty of ate ,which he bad hitherto ener 


' maintained and profeſſed. Neither was he per- 


lecuted and dikguicied only by this Valen» 
tinian, a ſecular man, difiolut and wanton ; 
but allo by ſome Religious , who bore the 
habit and fame ot Rehgion, but were tar from 
the ſanctity ot ut : thele men being tickled 
Pppp with 
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T, 
May. 
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. , , . . | [ . * 
-—D——— With envie murmured againſt the Saint, and | ble countenance, bis right e 


9e 


waged him war with their tongues , and at 


May. length alſo with their hands : for they flung 


ſtones at him and euen would have killed him 
if God by his great goodnes and mercy had 
not delivered him:for his waysare different and 
ſtrange:and he oftentimes permits wicked men 
to ouerpower for 4 while the good, and hc 
makes vſc of them as of 4 ſcourge to corrett 
and exerciſe his ſcruants , and as a van for 
to ſeparate the wheat from the chaffe : alſo 
to giue occaſion to them to ſhew their cha- 
rity to thole who do perſecute them, as Saint 
Gregorie did now, who begged pardon for his 
enemics of Theodore, Biſhop of 'Trente who 
would have puniſhed them, The bleſſed Saint 
although during the whole courſe of his life he 
had given himielf wholly vatoGod,and vanto 
the {tudie of mortification and perteQion, yet 
at the end of his days, he vſed more feruor in 
this kind, imitatipg a ſtone, which the neerer 
it approacheth to the center , is carried on 
with a {witter motion. And this appeateth by 
what he tcſtifheth ot himſelf. For perceiuing 
that he was ſomewhat prompt wal readic to 
ſpeak (though all his diſcourſes were neceſla- 
rice, or at leaſt profitable , and of holy and de» 
uin matters) for his greater mortification he 
ſpent forty days in moſt rift falence without 
ſpeaking ane word. After which ſpace he fet 
his tongue again at liberty, locſing and vnty- 
ing it tor the ſeryice of our Lord. | 
At length this moiſt bleſſed Door having 
illuminated and adorned theChurch ofGod by 
his lite, do&cin,and writings, being tull of me- 
Tits, and {ourſcore and ten yeares of age, went 
to receaue the reward ot his long and hap- 
ie labours from the hand of our Lord : whom 
fo had ſerucd with great deuotion,ſolicitude, 
and perſcuerance. He departcd this life on 
the ninth ot May lin the yeare of our Lord 
three hundred eighty nine, and the eleventh 
of the Raigne of Theodofius. The whole Ca» 


*tholick Church did much reſent his death * 


though to ſpeake properlyjhe neuer dicd,ſce- 
ing he remains always living in his worksand 
writings , which all the holy Doors that li- 
ued with him,or haue ſucceeded him , haue 
highly praiſed and commended.among whow, 
Saint Baſil the Great, and his ſpeciall frend, 
ſRileth him 2 veſiel of elefion , 4 profound vel 
and mouth of Chriſt, And Caſſiodorus writeth 
thus of him : Gregorze, like 2 moſt cleere light 
of knovlenge ana dofirin, though he ſeemet# to 
be obſcured by aeath ,yet ltweth ſlill by his aus 
thority and by bis fath ; and vauing tin ma- 
ny yeares azo abjentedin body from the Churches, 
he is flill prejent ith his woice and inſtru#fi- 
ons of 4 Maſter. Saint Gregoric was ot 2 mi: 
dle itatuic ,a pale complexion, but not lad, 
his noſe was bowing like an eaples bill, his 
eyebrowes arched, He had alweete and amia- 


Saint Gregorie Nazianzen , Bishop, and Do&ox, 


into his head, his beard was not long, but 


And bis haire was white and venerable.7 
is St, Gregoric Nanzianzen deſcribed by Me 
taphraſtes, and piftured in an ancient preck 
boock kept in the Vatican libraric. Which I 
haue ſet downe here, becauſe after his death 
his pifture was bung vp in the Church, ang 
reuerenced by all Catholicks with great deus- 
tion ; and by meanes of it God wroupht fe. 
verall miracles : among which it is recorded 
that ſpecch was reſtored to Conſtantius,ſonge 
ot the Emperor Leo Armenus, who Was qui- 
te dumbe, as Cedrenus relatcth, The life of 
Saint Gregorie Nazianzen is wiiten by an 
other Greporie, 4 Prieſt , an ancient Author, 
by Suidas , Saint Ado, and Metaphraſtes, Bu 
none hath writen itſo wellas Saint Greporie 
himſelf,ia a long treatiſe compoſed in yerl 
of his life ;and in the orations which hemwade 
ol Saint Bafil , andto honour the memorie 
of his father , and of his Brother and ſiſter, 
Cardinall Baronias relateth itat large jn the 
tourth tome ot his Annalls. The body ofthis 
wet holy Dofor,as the Roman Martyrologe 
faith , was brought from Conſtantinople ts 
R2me, and placed in a Monaſteric of Nunns, 
who were firſt of Saint Baſils order, and are 
ncw of Saint Benedict, and is calkd Sond 
earia del Campo eMantio : where it remai- 
ned vntill Pope Gregoric the thurtienth of 
happie memorie tranſlated it th-nce withgreat 
pompe and ſolemnity, into a Chapell of Saint 
Peter, which the faid Pope had built withra- 
re.cunning , and great coſt and magnificence, 
intending to be buried there himlclt, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT GORDIAN - 
and Saint Epimachus , Martyrs ut 


Fter that the moſt vngodly and 
$ wicked Iulian the Apoſtata had 
- bin proclamed Emperor by þis 
&.VYY armic in France, and by the deat 
SLES of the Emperor Conſtantius, his 
Cofin german , was made abſolute Lord and 
ſoueraine, he began preſently to pluck of the 
mask of piety, with which he bad before de> 
ceived and deluded the Chriſtians,by ſeeming 
to favour them. For now he was wholy bent 
vpon their vtter ruine and deſtruRion,and Y- 
pon the ſetting vp again and increaſing t 


woſkip and veneration of the talle _ 


Je Was2 litle ſunk 


thick and buſhie, He was ſomewhat balg, Mi 


Ys A nw cw aw a= ac... 


Mat 


| potation 


J * lulan and his iooliſfh Gods Whetretore | 


becauſe he affeed fill the name and re» 
ofa clement and mercifull Prince, 
1nd epuicd the Chriſtians that loſt their liucs 

the true faith and Religion, the gloric an 


But 


peligion Was much ſpread , and did gre..tly 

[hin the world, that an open perſecution 
nipht occaſion 10.nc ſirrs and troubles 1n the 
Empile, be endeauoured , for reaton of ſtate, 
Taderwitie them tecretly. andto go cunnin- 
i 20d craftily about the exccution of his 
an and abominable intent10ns, Therefore 


ide of Marty 1s: fearing al{o,becauſe Chriſtian | 


Saint Gordian and Saint Epimachus Martyr. 


-ellets of lead , whilſt the blefſed man gave 
our Lord thanks for giuing him grace to ſuſfer 
tor him, and tor placing him in theranck of 
Martyrs, The Tribune at length ſceing he 
lolt his labour , commanded that he ſhoutd 
be beheaded before the Temple of the God- 
defſe Telius , which ſignifieth the earth; and 
that none ſhould offer to burie him, but-that 
the doggs ſhould deuoure his body. But ouc 
Loid tor to ſhew his goodnes and power or- 
dained that hungtie doggs comming to the 
place ſhould not touch the bodie , but with 
| their barking keepe and defend it. Atter that 


icputſuch mea in office and authority,ma- 

king themGouernours of citys and Provinces, | 
vhom be knew to be crucll and barbatovs | 
ren, and to beare a particular ſplcen and 


ſupkt oainſt our holy Religion: lo to fling 
th ſtave as they lay , and to hide the arme; 
dby weanes of his miniſters to bring that 
opalle , which be thought not fit to yppeare 
in hiaſelf, Among the officers whom lulian 
made choice of, tor to execute his wicked de- 
fone , WAS _—_ , whom he _ gOuer= 
of Rome, and as it were his Uicc-Roy, 
£ Cendien executed his commiſton wich 
{| manner of crucltic ; and ſhed much 1nno- 
ot Chriſtian blood. Among many that he 
adapprchended for their piety andReligion, 
1454 venerable old Prieſt , called Lanuaiius, 
ib whom Gordian had long and different 
_ - _ = it Mary Almighty 
to moue his bart, he opencd his eyes to 
i ay ofbcaueoly light that ſhmed an hun, 
1nd reſolued to becoine a Chriitian., and ſoo- 
te alter was baptized by Saint lanyarius , he 
ad his wite Marioa , with three and titty ot 
Is emily, And be cCelivered vp to Saint la» 
arius an Idoll of Iupiter , which he had 
way v 1 4" _ _— W _ was 
preſently caſt into the fire , and broken 1nto 
Wd the pecces thzowne vpon 4 dun- 
zhill, Julian came to know of this , which 
put him into a great tome and rage, that his 
zine officers, whom he had chic fly intrutted 
uith the charge ot extinguiſhing Chrittian 
Religion, and maintaining tus protane luper- 
ſition, ſhould tall ot trow him, and become 
Clviſtians, Then diſcarding Gordian out ot 
il office and honour , he gauc ordet to Cle- 
tentianus 4 Tribune for to apprehend and 
Juiſh him. Woich he preſcntly ſet about, 
tmmanding Gordian to be brought betore | 
lin, oden with as many chaines as he was 
ale to beare : then taxing him of ingratitude 
to the Empetot ,threatned tim with all forts 
| torments , if he retulcd to facifice to the 
Gods, But Gordian ttanding tim and con- 


it bad layd there five days, one that had bin S, 
Gordians ſervant, and ſome other Chriſtians 
carried it away in the night , and buticd it a 
mile ftrem Rome, in the way called Latina, in 
a Grott, into which Saint Epimachus his bo- 
dy had bin tranſlated not long betore: whoſe 
Martyrdom the holy Church celcbrates alio 
vpon this day. Who being tuken at Alexan-« 
dria for the faith ot Chriſt , aiter along and 
hard impriſonment , and feuerall greeuous 
torments , which for many days he endured 
with admirable patience and conſtancy , at 
length was burned: and his bones and aſhes 
were broughtto Rome by the Chriſtians, and 
put into this grott, as we ſaid, And theretore 
the Church keepeth one tealt of them both 
on the teath of May , on which Saint Gor« 
dian was martyred in the yeare of our Lord 
three hundred fixty two , in the Raigne of 
lulian the Apoſtata. The Reliks of theic moſt 
-biefſed Martyrs were afterwards tranſlated 
intoGetmany, in the yeareſcauen hundred and 
ſcauenty , as writeth Hermannus Contraftus 
in his chionicle. Thole that have writen of 
Saint Gordian and Saint Epimachus , befades 
the Roman Martyiologe,are venerable Bede, 
Yſuardus, Ado, Surius in his third tome , and 
Baronius in his annotations vpon the Roman 
Maityrologe , and 1n the, fourth come of his 


Annals , page ninety eight. 
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Achilleus , and Domitilla ; Martyrs, 


. HE holy Martyrs, Nercus and 
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Achilleus were brothers ; and 
Eunuchs and feruants of Flautia 


latin the conteflion of 1elus Chriſt , {coffed 


Cemencianus made hum be tormented and 
wlt cruelly ſcourged , and to have his bones 
kd and broken with whipps armed with * 


AI Domitilla , who was daughter of 
6 OY Saint Plantilla, and rye” Fla- 
vius Clemens . that was Conlull of Rome, 
and Coſen german to the Emperor Domitian. 
Theſe two Brothers were conuerted to the 


faith of Chriſt by the preaching ot Saint _ 
c 


| 


MAY. 
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M AY ous that they perſwaded Domitilla alſo to 


the Apoſtle, And their good example and pi- 
ous diſcourſes were fo powertull and cfcaci- 


" becowe 2 Chriſtian , notwithſtanding ter 
nobility and alliance with the Empcior , her 
great wealth and riches, and the perſecution 
which 1nfallibly ſhe was to ſuffer tor imbrac- 
ing -this holy Religion. When Domitilla was 
now a Chriſtian , her frends treated ofa war. 
riage for her with Avrelianus, who tor his 
birth and other qualities was held inferiour 
tononoble man of Rome. And Domitilla ſce- 
med not to miſlike the offer. And one day as 
ſhe was putting. on her beſt attire, and dreil- 
ing her ſelf vp with the braueſt and richeſt 
Oinaments ſhe couid think of : theſe two 
faithfull teruants ſpoke thus vato her: Madam, 
ef you Would be as curions and diligent to ador- 
ne your ſoule with wertues, as you are to trimme 
and deck, your bodie for to pleaſe the eyes of & 
mortall man ,your ſpouſe, eAurtlianus, 4Con- 
ſulls ſjonne : you wenld without doubt Win the 
loue and afjettion of Teſus Chriſt , King of hea- 
en : and he Yould take you for bis ſpouſe : and 
make this beauty of yours , w bich otherwiſe wall 
quickly fade and tall atxay , to remaine always 
zn its prime and flower , yea to receaue great en+ 
creaſe and incomparably more luſter in the Court 


of heaven. Domitilla anſwered. There is no 


harme don, if 1 marie for to get children, that 
may ſucceecde in my family ana propagate my 
race. eAnd to this purpoſe T may well jet myjelf 
forth , pretending to entoy the boneſs delights Fl 
matrimony , Which are moſt conformable with: 
this nature of ours , made by God himjelf. To 
this Neteus replyed. you fixe your ey65 , Aa- 
dam, on the short nnd uncertaine pleaſures of 
this life , which do paſſe aWvay in 4 moment : and 
do not confuler the ſulia and permanent delights 
of etermall beatitude. You looke on the commo- 
aities of wedlock, and reflef not vpon the toile, 
trouble and burden Which accomipante it. e/ind 
yet this it is Which I wish you Jeriouſly to think 
of, before you caſt away What yet you ao bold ana 
Foſceſſe. For firſt the maide that cath marrie 
toojeth that honorable name of a Maidce or vir- 
gin. eAnd then being before free aud at ker one 
diſpe/all , sbe putteth herſelf in ſeruice and ſub 
zettion to 4 firanget Whom she knoxethnot, and 
frequently it happeneth that the 15 w/ed like & 
Jlaue.For if ker knsband taketh it in the fancy, 
be Yillfortad her all conwerſation With ber neereſ} 
kinnred, and not permitt ber to ſpeak, with her 
owne father and mother , or to haze any thing to 
do with them : but will deprie her of x hatyoe- 
wer may giue ber any toy or contentment. eAnd 
if Fe be wenlous , Vhatloener his Wife can no 
with & ſincere and innocent thind , be Will con- 
flier it in the worſe ſenſe. Then Achullevs tak- 
ing.vp the diſcourſe faid : zrex before they be 
married 5 do rhew tbemſelues very ſweet , all the 


The Saints, Nereus, & chilleus, and Domitillz, 


' day. But when they haze carried their yiue 


. bon e to thar houjes , they appeare vrdinail; 
other men , quite afferent 10 vLat they more 
sbew of before : and do tient them poore Vive; a 
they /1jt, miſuſing them oftentimes nut only vith 
Farsh ani jrovard languoge,tut alſo in anqe 
rure and vnvorthie manner. But put tle tale 
that the busban# is neither iealuus aw (81146 


aY ay \ ith any Ly-loueor fond aff eflun, tut tults 
fair and geod correfponnance wath bis mate: 
What great commodity or comfort can the ex- 
pet from his companie ? if sbe baue no Gil. 
aren ; what dijenſt , affliifhun, and littean iis 
to ber ? if she baue children, y bat troutle,what 
gripes Yhilſt sbe is great Yith them ? What gangs 
and throves, when the time comes that 5he1s y 


life or kealth ? bow many mothers do leoje they 
lite by giurng life to their children ? nov hat 
þaines doth it cofs Lex to bring ker chiliten vþ? 
Yhat frig4ts and feares is sbe continually inf 
loefing them ? What an sffi1fion and tomenty 
it , if they come to be nyjubedient , unruly ,t 
baushed, and lewd : or come forth into theYuld, 
/ame, blind, deafe , dumb , creoked , mitkajen, 
cefur med, lacking Jome principal part or litme: 
if they te blockesb, fooles or changlings : onf. 
we bane any other Lemi>b , as Ye ſec dal th 
befall the children excn of 21eat Loras and Hitk 
ces, and juch as ao eſteeme tlem/eiues uthervye 
to te themieſt khappie of the world ? 7 Yall aut 
enlarge myjelf jon the care , Joltuture , ond 
danger that there 15 in' t1ing'ng vp their saughe 
ters , in locking to them , maii3ing aan fluut 
ing for them, ? and among their junnes tu) jeb 
are to be found that Ly their bebautour and tt 
wardlines are & comfort , eaſe , anabeige to thell 
Parent» the ſtaffe and prop of their ola age? bi 
many more are thoſe , \bo retviced mceed thet 
t arents much by their lirth , but incumparany 
more aſterwards by their death? how mani 
arcn | aue tun born for to ſerue for a pripetnab 
creſie ang bart-breake totheje who bred and tle 
zendred them , prowing to be the dicheruur 0 
th ezr f amilie, the deſti uttion of the rn mane 
alth , an infamie of ticir 1ace , and their owe 
raine, who ty their calamities ,jad for tunes gud 
Zijaſtrous ends kaue cuneied all chetr molten 
comfort , into ſorow , ic) to grief, and mirth into 
teares finally if F could/et Eefore Jour eyes, aiit 


When Ackiileus had made an cnd , Nereus 
his brother purſueth the diſcourſe and fais0 
what 4 happre thing is virginity which 1s fret 
from all theje troubics , and moi pleafing 
Gol, and hath him for [poxſe , aud 15 vpn 


ble , courteous andl frendly een to the wedding 


earth what the «Angels are in heaven! o rid 
Al 


be brought & bed? to bat dange is the jwf 


werein& linely piffure all the trauelis jonows. i ha 
feares , and miſeries that 4 ſad wiſe 45 Jubul Yd 
wvnto when he is matched with 4 wicked and Wii 
lewd man : it would be enough to. diſabuje T 
all filly women , and to coole in them the beat teſ 
and earneſt iefire which they bane to mari n 


Wy rage and fortitude , not human but celeſti- 


"and incomparable treaſure , Which if it be once 
* || (08 neue! be recouered again |! o deuin loue! 


b 1s eretvich the virgin owercometh theflesb, 
off 146 /en/uall appetits, trrumpheth ouer the 
harld. de ath , and hell ; obtaining a new erovne 
# bay in w hich none can deſerue that are not 


The Saints, Nereus, Achilleus, and Domitilla. 


| forted her in this durance for ſome while ; <—- 


vatill Aurclan comming himſelt into the 


changed her mind , found her more firme 
and conſtant in her holy _ then cuer ; 
and peiceiving that ſhe was chiefly encoura- 
ged and ſtrengthned therein hy theſe two 


Wing © 48 4 being in A continuall pofſe{ſion 
md fruition 9 that delightſom and moſt ſweet 

ins of Parad#/+ 1 is ail% ays entertaining het- 
jof anudft thoſe fs eos full of maruellous flowers 
if an vaſpeakable fr a grancy , without feare of 
bes , of corruption , or exill wjage from A 
lailand : becauſe ber moſt ſeet ſpouſe Jeſus 
bh catinzally embrace ber With 4 moſt pure 
a chaſt love , and recteats and regales ber 


Brothers , he turned all his rage and turv a« 
gainſt them , and refolued totake away their 
lives, He cauſcd them therefore to be cruelly 
ſcourged , and then ſent them to Taracina, to 


— — 


null. Determin therefore Yith yotn/elf what 
ſhuje is t0 be preferied ; and make chuice of 
ln , that you have moſt aff ettion for : 4 Mor- 
ul man , $bo, be he newer Jo good, Yill one day 
lg jou : or Jeſus Chriſt, who Will nener die, 
lad for all eternity Yezth reiouce and bleſse you 
wth bis companie. Wheh Neteus and Achul- 
as had vicd theſe reaſons and atguments, 
al explicated them fully ro Domitilla , 
ks 4 prudent woman being convin- 
& by them , and receiving allo a mote 
Gat light from heaven, laid : Would 20 
bid I bad beard this diſcocirſe before I had 
mingazed to be 4 ſpouſe. But thouth it may 
lene now 2009 late ,yetit is not if 1 can find 
jae neanes to conſerue my vuginity , and 
he (ſelf from eAutelian, to whom F am pio- 
hd is marriage. The two holy Brothers 
jak and commerid her reſolution , and 
Pup Revight to Saint Clement Popewho 
Ws dxr coli , acquaint him with Domitil- 
8 intentions , and the deſire oe bath to | 
wſt7ate ber Virginity to God, and inſleed of 
Vunian to take Seſus Chriſt for Spouſe. The 
wh Pope anſwered : it Jecmeth to m4 that rhe 
we 13 at hand wherein God is pleaſed to crows 
«th you and me,and Domittla, with Mar- 
Nam, And fince our Lord commandeth vs 
Wi jeare thoſe who cart kill the botie only : 
v1 wt be troubled for the diſpleaſure of 2 | 
ml man ,wben there is queſtion of obeying | 
kinnotall God , who is the ſowtraitt ind ab 
t Ine. And with this he went in com- 
fit of Nereus and Achilleus to Domitillas 
, and there conſecrated her to our | 
cording to her deſire. | | 
The toubles and perſecutions which the | 
"gn Domitilſa ſuffered vpon this 
Ky —_— Aurclian can not benumbred , 


= that if ſhe retuled to offer facrifice to 
*® ſhe ſhould be baniſhed intothe land | 


Ty 


-by ng her vader , and force her to 


belcencd. For he obtained of the | 


tia ; Aurelian thinking that this was the | 
0 br | which he charged Donutilla with, obtained 
of him for her husband. Nefeus and | | 


lleus let her nor, but attended tad COithe 


Mioutius Rutus, that had bin Conſul,and was 
thea gouernour of that place. Minutius fee- 
ing that neither his faire offers nor threats 
cou!d perſwade them to ſacrifice to his Gods 
(tor they continued fill in this , zot for the 
Whole Yorld to ſuarze the leaft from the doftrin 
Which bad lin taught them by the glorious eA- 
Poſile Saint Feter) he commanded themto be 
ar a new yfon the tortureeculcus, and to 
e burnt with plates of iron fiery hot,applycd 
to their ſides, and after all to be beheaded. 
Auſpicius their diſciple , who had the cate 
and cuſtody of Domitilla, tooke their bodies, 
and buried them in 4 manout belonging to 
het , which iyas in the way Ardeatina ,not 
far from Rome , hard by the place where 
Saint Pettonilla, Saiht Peters daughter Jay bu- 
ried; There was afterwards & Church built 
in their honour, where Saint Gregotie Pope 
recited his ejght and twentieth homnlie vpont 
the Goſpells, tyhetein be exhorteth the faith» 
full co contempt of the world, by the exam- 
ple of theſe Saints, whoſe Bodies reſted thens 
in the ſame Church. Their Mattytdom was 
on the tyyelfe of May , according to Ba: onius, 
iQ the yeare of out Lord nifhety cight , and 
on the ſame day the Catholick Church kee- 
peth their feaſt : Pope Clement the eight in 
the reformed Breviary , commanded that to- 


| gether with them ſhould be ſerued Saint Do» 
| mitilla, & virgin and Martyr , and their Mi- 


{tris : and that it ſhould be kept as aScmidu» 
ble. And ſowe will rclate here the courte of 
her Martytdont . X ' ww. "© Wo 
Aurelian ſeeing that he loſt his labour 
With her itt the Hand , carried her with him 
to Taracina, and reſolued either by tair mea» 


| nes Or by force to niake her to marzie him. 


He fhut her vp 1a a chamber ,and inuited 
divers to the folemaitie of his marriage.” They 


| tell 4 dancing in great iollity z and Aureliart 


danced fo long , that he fell downe dead in 
the place; whilit the holy virgin was at ber 


praycfs, and beſought our Lord to dcliuer , 


her out of his havds, And ſhe was delivered * 
{rom the violence ſhe feared might be offered 
her, but not from dcath : tor Luxorius, bro= 
ther tO Aurchan , for to revenge his death 


a commiſſion trom Traian , that Was now 


| Ettiperos,to queſtion Domitilla , and cucn is 


Qq999 pet 


* 
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I2, 


Land for to ſce if Domitilla had iclented and M a y, 


put her to death, if she would not adore the 

m— Gods of the Roman Empire. With this order 

12 he came to Taracina , where the holy vis- 

MAY, gin was with two other - gentlewomen, 

whom ſhe had perſwadcd to beleeue in 

Chriſt, and vow perpctuall chaſtity. He was 

F very vrgent with them all three to ſacrifice 

to the Gods : he vſcd all manner of proteſta- 

tions, and what other induſtrics he could,to 

perſwade them , but finding them moſt firm 

and ſetled in their holy refolutions , he put 

fire to the chamber where they were, to wit 

Domitilla and her two companions , Theo- 

dora and Evuphrofina , the next morning 

Ceſarius 4 Deacon comming thither , tound 

them all proſtrat vpon their face, as if they 

bad bin praying,the fire in deed had bereaued 

them a this moxtall lite , but had not burnt 

or finged one haire of their head. The holy 

Deacon toc ke their bodies and buricd them 

onorably. The memorie of Saint Domitilla 

is folcmnized on the ſeauerith of May in the 

Ronan Martyroioge ; and Euſebius, Nice- 

phorus , and others make mention of her, 

And Saint Hierom writeth that z# the woya- 

ge Which Saint Paulamade by jea from Rome 

to Jeruſalem , she vv a: at the Iland Pumia, 

ond viſited with great deuotiun and iewerence 

tboje places where Saint Fiauia Dumitilla bad 

liued & long time aud ſuffered mach kardsbip 

for the luwe of Chi, Aiterwards 1n the yeare 

five hundred ninety feauen , 1n the time of 

Pope Clement the eight , Celar Baronius 

Caidinall ,and Titular of Saint Nereus ard 

Saint Achillevs,trarſlated the Bodies of them 

and of Saint Dowitilla , from the Chapell 

cf Saint Adrian where then they were into 

an ancient Church of their owne name, on 

the twelf of May. Which trarſlation was 

performed with great pompe and ſolem- 
nity, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
w—— . PANCRATIVS Marngr. 


Ith the aboue-named Saints, Ne- 
/ revs , Ackilleus, and Domitlla, 
| the hely Church ioyncth Saint 


Pancratius Marty1,a Child but tourteen yea- 
ies old, who in the Razgne of Diocletian 
and MazimianEmperors,w'aſteied with gicat 
Courage the weaknes of his tendet age; and 
with the force ard firepgth cf faith obtained 
aglo-ious timiup h over the deuill, * 

Saint Panciatiys Was of the Pzovince of 


| 


329 The Saints, Nereus, Achillus, and Domicilla, Martyr, 


Phrygia ,ſonne of a noble man called Cle. _ 


donius, who on his death bed begged ofhic 
Brother Dionyfius that he would take cx 
of his ſonne Pancratius , and keep for him 
the great eſtate which he left him, the poore 
child being an orphan, deſtitute of all help 
and hauing no other kinſmanto provide tor 
him beſides Dionyſus : who promiſed his 
Brother Cledonius to take care of him \ 2s 
he did, For when Cledonius was dead th 
tooke Pancratius for his ſanne , and as Cach 
loued, cheriſhed, and brought him Vp vith 
great care and paines, After three yeares he 
tooke4 iourney to Rome , carrying With hin 
this litle boy : and ferled himſelf to dwell in 
4 houſe out of thecity, where Saint Marcel. 
linus Pope lay hid for feare of the perſecuti. 
on. The ſanity of this bleſſed Pope was fo 
great, and the fragrant odor of his vertyes 
and miracles was fuch that it was ſpread far 
and neer , and came to the notice of Diony. 
fius and Pancratius and they being touched 
and inſpired by our Lord delired much to fee 
and fpeake with him , and to be infſtruded 
by him. Infine he converted them to the 
Chiiſtian faith : and they conceaued fo great 
and fervent 3 defire to dic tor Chiilt , that 
without being inquired after , they offered 
themſelucs vnto the miniſters of luſlice De. 
nis dyca a few days after , a naturall death , 
and pancratius was made pryſoner, But the 
Iudge vnderſtanding that he was mcſt nobly 
born , preſented him to the Emperor Diocle- 
tian; who hauing bin (as he ſaid himſelf )yell 
acquainted with his father , and his deate 
frend,and ſeeing the child ſo young, beautifull 
and gratious , endeauoured by allurements, 
ſmooth words, and large promiſes to perſws 
de him to return to the worſhip of his Gods 
But the moſt holy youth anſwered that he 
Yondered bow the Emperor , being ſo wiſe and 
prunent , could command bim to eftceme and 
worsbip them for Gods, who had biz menſo(ul 
of wickedne: and mi{chiefe, that if his ſeruants 
Tere but like unto them , be vould punich then 
moſt rigorouſly. Which words put the Empe- 
ror into fuch a chafe and rage , that he pres 
{cently commanded that the conſtant andmok 
vertuous child ſhould be beheaded : which 


| being executed accordingly, a holy womat, 


w hole nawe was Ofauilla , tooke the body 
ſecictly 1n the night, and embaulming it,an 
wrappipg it vp decently in fine linnin, butt- 
edit honorabiy in 4 new ſepulcher on the 
twelt of may , in the yeare of our Lord 
thiee hundred and three, according to Bato- 
nius. Many boly Authors do wake particulat 
n:ention of S. Pancratius. There is 2 Church 
at Rome dedicated in his Name, in the gate 
of the city : which gate having before bit 
called & areiia,is nuw Called from Saint Fat 


clatins » ani hath bad that name for many 
fas ts yealcs 
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yeares. As we may read in Procopius , in his 
tt boock of che Gothick war. Saint Gre- 
Þ otic Pope ſpeaketh of his Relicks : and 
b<int Gregoric of Tours , who lived at the 
ame time with that holy Pope , faith that 
they were tranſlated into France : and he re- 
lates 3 perpetuall miracle wrought by the 
merits of this moſt blefſed child and Martyr, 
which is that all thoſe who came to his 
Church for to take their oath about any 
thing , it they forſwore themfſelues , were 
viſibly puniſhed by God. For cither they pre- 
ently dyed , or were poſſeſſed and cruelly 
tormented by the deuill, | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
BONIFACE Martyr. _ 


by N the time of the Emperors, Dio- 
 Elctian and Maximian, there liucd 
2 lady at Rome called «Ag/ae, very 
whle ,rich , and beautitull and allicd to the 
kit familics of that city , who being a wo- 
nin young and fraile, making il] vic of Gods 
quis, became very looſe and light in man- 
rers and conuerſati on,diſgracing her perſon 
nd condition. Among her ſeruants the- 
re was one Boniface , A citizen of Rome, 
yto was her chicte ſteward , and had the 
neraging of all her eſtate. Aglae tooke a 
great affection to him as well tor the conuely 
kature of his body ; as for his diſcretion , 
| pudence , and other ſuch like good parts, 
| And as ſuch affteAtions feeme not to be very 
| urtfull in the beginning , but by litle and 
ite getting ſtrength , do commonly cnd in 
kd conſequences : ſo did this loue of Aglae 
wountto a very difordinat familiarity ,and 
fltie and diſhoneſt amity , to the great 
ſane and intamie of her perſon, wondertull 
gict of her fiends and kindred , and publick 
kancall of all the people, Boniface imbold- | 
ted with the fauour and authority which 
le tad with his Lady and miſtiis , looſed 
le raines to all fort of pleaſure : yet for all 
he omitted not to do ſome good works, 
tl yas liberall , and free in giuing almes, 
*ad what good he could to the poore.He | 
'gieat compaſhon for all thoſe whom 
ſay to be in affliction and miſerie , and 
ded them what relicf and comfort he 
wuld, This wicked conucrſation and lewd 
"cr of life. continued {ome yearcs , vntill 
ULord taking compaſſion of A traile wo- 


Saint Pancratius Martyr. 


man, and 4 miſerable man, and vſing,accor- 
ding to his cuſtome_ his infinit mercy towards 
them tor ſome good works which they had 
don , touched their harts that they mighe 
open their cyes and diſcouer the abyſlc of 
milcrie, into which they were fallen ; the 
ſhortages and vncertainty of this preſent life, 
the euerlaſting paines of hell , their loſt re- 
putation, the ſcandall of the whole city ,and 
their conlcience, that like 2 crucll executio- 
ner was inceſſantly tormenting them. Wuh 
this ray of light they entred into themſelues, 
ſaw and vnderſtood their ſad condition, wept 
and bewailed it , and reſolued to conuert 
themfelues to God, But becauſe they knew 
how greeuous their fins were , and how hai« 
nouſly they had offended and irritat:d Gods 
iuſtice ; they thought fit to ſecke tor ſome 
interceſſors and mediators , by whole merits 
=y might obtain of our Load that mercy 
and pardon which they could not expe to 
merit by themſelucs. 

At this time was ſtill raging that horri- 
ble and crucll perſecution, which Diocletian 
and Maximian had raiſed againſt the Church; 
eſpecially in the Eaſt , where Galerius Ma- 
ximian commanded , 2 fierce and barbarous 
tyrant, and 4 ſworn cnemic of Chriſtians. 


and orders were in vogue,and exccuted with 
the greateſt rigor : though in the welt,where 
Conſtantius Chlorus , who was fat..cr of 
Conſtantipe the Great, raigned,theChriſtians 
cgioyed preat teſt, and were not any ways 
moleſted : by zeaſon of the mild and mecke 
diſpoſition ot Conſtantius , who hada torror 
to ſhed innocent blood , and ſtood well atte- 
&cd. to the Chriſtian Religion. Aglae and 
Boniface then reſolued to procurethe bodies 
of ſome hely Martyrs, for to honour and re. 
uercnce them, hoping by that ſeruice to make 
them their aduocats and interceſſors , and to 
obcaine by their pictious merits pardon from 
our Sauiour of all their finns. They vndere 
Rood that in Cilicia there was a Prefident, 
by namc Simplician, a man no lefle couctous 
then cruell : who madc a great ſlaughter of 
holy Martyrs , putting an infinit number 
of them to death by moſt cxquiſit and bitter 


vnto other Chriſtians , who bought them 
with wonderfull deuotion :and carctully kept 
and conſerucd them as moſt rich and pretious 
treaſures, It was concluded that Bon:tace 
ſhould go to that prouince , where he might 
eaſily and fecurely obtain what he 1o.much 
deſired. Aglae gaue him great quantity of 
gold for the charges ot his iourney, andior 
to diſtribute among the poore , and to buy 
of the couetous tyrant ſome bodics of g'orte 


| ous Mattyrs, and bring them to Rome. She 


turniſhed 


torments ; and afterwards ſold their bodys | 
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For alchough Diocletian and Maximian had 
depoſed the Empire, yet their bloodie laws - 


Ye. 


341 


14» 


furniſhed him with horſes and ſervants to ac- 
companie him: alſo with fine linnen , preti- 


MA Y. ous ointments, parſumes and ſweetes toem- 


balme the Relicks of the holy Martyrs. At his 
ſetting forth,cither in merriment , or for that 
God inſpired him fo, Boniface ſaidto Aglae 
«Madam, what Yill y0u ſay if inſieed of my 
bringing y30u the Boijes of other Martyrs, my 
companions bring back, vnto you mine till you 
looke wpon it as 4 Relick? And Apglae checked 
him , and anſwered : Boniface, tis not A tire 
to ieſs and be merrie, Rememniber that We are 
ot Yorthie to touch, or exen to looke wpon the 


Relicks of boly «Martyrs. Bebait yourſelf jo. 


that you may deſerue to obtain What I bane re- 
commended units yow , ani do ſo earneſily defire. 

Thus did Bonitace depart from Rome to 
begin this pious voyage : and the defire he 
had to honour the hols Martyrs was ſogra- 
tefull to God , that he gaue him the grace 
more and moie to open his eycs for to deſpiſe 


and hate himiclt ,and acknowlege how vn- 


worthie he was to bahdle or touch the ſacred 
Relicks of Martyis : and to diſpoſe himſc]t 
thereunto by almes , faſting, and pennatice, 
Which he practiſed 1n all that ioutney, beg. 
ging of our Loid to grant him that favour 
and benefit , which afterwards he receaued, 
They arrued at length at Tarſus , the head- 


City of Cil:cta, where the Preſident Sumplician | 


was executing his barbarous crueltic againſt 
the Chriſtians. And preſently Boniface giuing 
ordet to his companions to find out 4conues 
nient lodging ,faid he would take 4 turn about 
the city, He did alredic fo burn with a dehite of 
Martyrdom, that he wei ſtraightto the place, 
where the holy Martyrs were tortnentcd; and 
found twenty of them put vypon the torture, 
each one aftci adifterent faſhion and manner, 
but all of theta moſt pitifully torn and diſ- 
iointed. He preſently turned his eyes where 
his hart was, abd Conſidering the patience, 
fortitude and conſtancy of thoſe invincible 
Chawpions of our Lord , he was ſttangely 
moucd , and inflamed with the louc of God, 
and running vnto them, fell downe at their 
feet, kiſſing their Woupds , aud bathing them 
with his tearcs. and anointing his eyes with 
their blood. Then he cryed out a loud: o 
Leſſed eMartyrs | o frends of God ! ſtand firme, 
and enanre coun agionſly theſe torments,for they 
can not laſt long , and in recompenſe of them 
our Lord will giue you an teuerlaſting ioy,and 
co/olation. The preſident minding this, com 
manded himto be apprehended and brought 
vnto him. He __ im his name, and = 


he was : and vndeiſtanding that he was a 
Chriſtlao , cauſed him to be tormented , and 
his bodie to be torn with iron hockes, yntill 
the bare bones did appcare,and not ſatisfied 
with this , made ſharp rcedes to be thruſt vn- 
ger his nailes, And perceauing the: holy Mar- 


Saint Boniface Marryr. 


tyr, notwithſtanding theſe torments, to he . 


cuer cheeriull ; and with his eyes liſted vp 
towards heauen,to praiſe and thank ourLord 
for this ſo ”—”_ and fingular 4 fauoyy ; be 
bad the cfhcers powre meltcd lead into his 
mouth.Then Boniface with much feruorhes, 
ged of our Lordto arme him with nk 
and conſtancy, and beſought the other twen, 
ty Martyrs that were there tormented , tg 
abſt him» with their prayers , that by their 
interceſſion he might obtain of God what 
bis great {:0s made himto be vaworthie of 
The Saints joined their prayers with his,and 
he ſuffered all that was infliicd vpon hin 
with a {ezene and Angelicail countenance: 
and ail the people that were there preſent 
exclamed _ the tyrant in fauour ofthe 
Mattyr : and made this proteſſion with3 loud 
voice: Great ts the God of the Chriſtians,Thig 
art 4 powerfull King 0 leſus Chiif : ve all 
beleewe in ibee and as they had aid this,they 
threw downe art altar that was ſet yp there 
for the Chriſtians that (ſhould renounce the 
faith tc offer ſarcifice vpon to the falſe Gods, 
They alſo flung ſtones at the Preſident Sims 
plicianus, who tor feare retired and bid himſelf 
19 his tioule for that time. But he grew not 
better for this; for the next day he comman- 
ded that Bonitace ſheuld be thrownt withhis 
head torward into 4 cauldron of melted and 
(caldirig pitch. Yet our Lord delivered hin 


by ſending an Angell, who preſerucd him 


trom all harme :and the flame conſumed dis 
ueis infide]ls that Rood by to looke on. In fine 
he was ſentenced to be beheaded : andthe 
Saint demanding a litle reſpit , made his pras 
yer to our Lord, begging and humbly beltes 
ching him 70t to hate regard to his former fint, 
but to the preſent will and defare , Which bums 
elf had inſpired into him , to die for bis bl 
faith : and to be pleaſed to reckon him among bit 
bappie and bleſied Alartyrs : alſs to vouctſſt 
#0 enlighten all theſe pagans there preſent and 
to deliger them from their blindnes, When he 
had ended this prayer , his head was ſeuertd 
from his ſhowlders, and his bleſſed ſoule flew 
vp to heaven: and five hundred and fiſty,of 
the pentils there preſent were converted to 
the taith of Chriſt , which was the cffe@ of 
Saint Boniface his prayer. The holy Marty 
companions knew nothing of what had pals 
ſed, and ſeeing Boniface returned notto them, 
they ſuſpeRed, that he, hauing bin a manof 
4 diflolvte lite, had got into lome lewdcom- 
panie, and intertaining himſelt there hadfor- 

ot his duty. This was their opinion and 
diſcourſe ot him ( for as meh , we arcapt io 
belecue rather cuill then good , eſpecially 
when the former life and cariage of our ne- 
ighbours giueth vs fone ground to ſulpett 
the worlt ) they went forth to ſecke and iN- 


quite after him and heating no news of = 
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met at length an officer of Iuſtice , SS 
6 hey acked if he had ſe Sn omar | I wer looſe to our appe- 
WW fran ir that cam? to tolvne the day before, He vpon his nn. _ add to God, preſuming 
MAB" {old them that hes wery day the Fubicehadput | ed (o tre _— _ e ofteredand beltow- 11 = 
}Chiifzan to death, who ſeemed to be 4 ſtran- | and A "a 7 ” a ountitully vpon Boniface L 
ger but be kne'v 707, Whether he were the man i 3 _ thence to take an occaſion of 
gn neane, No, ſaid they, be that welooke for, | we do find th ntiousand wicked courſe, for 
i; none of thoſe : we 5hal ſooner find him amo —_— de EE — 4 bad life is ſecon- 
wintilans » 884 ſuch ike company, then tying ”m Mo —_ re . But the manthat is fallen 
fir Chrif. Yet when the man had deſcribed | pious and cl i rs excrete thoſe in 
tin , and giuen ſuch marks and tokens ot | did: let bi "_ h moms Saint Boniface 
bn » 52 they did well agree with him,chey _ im - c the Saints for his Aduocats 
vent tothe place to ſee , and found his body | himſelf t = ors to our Lord , let him giue 
frartd from his bead , and ſaw that it was | imitating ae , and bewayle his finns, 
enifaces: which appeare & yet exnny canal | cle ahi 5 - c — lo he may me» 
and evident, when taking vp his ſacred head TheMai: ww" = « ey obtained of our Lord. 
they applyed it to the body: whereupon they Fora of M; CNN 
hed many teares, and demanded pardon of | and fiue, inth me the yeare three hundred 
the gona Mactyr , for the ſiniſter Opini. | rus and : =_ X m_ of Conſtantius Chlo- 
” they had entertained of him. And the | the ſeco . crius Armentarius Emperors, and 
iat opening his cycs though he weredead, | Saint none ere - Saint Marcellus Pope. 
boked (weetly and louingly vpon them, lig- Chacch I rm is C urch is one ofthe chicte 
ahingthereby chat he did truly pardon all | was b cs - _ whereia Saiat Alcxius 
kithey had chought or ſpoke amiſſe of him. | twent _ £ and it was one of the two and 
For it-is the cuſtome of Saints to pardon in- ras = t —_— in that City ,as is ga- 
xs andto be kind and loving cuento their | Beſides -- 8 a _— Roman ceremoniall, 
memies. Theſe companions of Saint Bonitace | nitacius wy *s _ , who wrote Saint Bo- 
wnccived that ſeeing their bufines was to | ſuardus a id ads te Roman Martyrologe, V- 
pveuce ſome Relicks of Martyrs, they could | rius in his thi r o ſpcak= of him : and Su- 
LE cone more alfared, and which would ird tome of the liucs of Saints, 
_ _ to Aglae , then Saint Bo- 
aces owne body. This Body thea they de- 
manded, and gaue for 3t fiue hundred ns SAAHISHSBIES Sk n 
of pold of the mony of that time , not bein OrIEEE h0O000000000000000000008 
. S | PPPLEDL? OAAAAS AAA AL hae 
wleto getfx ypon other termes, and embaul- TE SLELLLEXELELD 
wrapping ic vp, they carricd it 
_—_ WIC Agtae Was alrcedie certifc 
bya Regelation ot ali that had paſled ; aver THE LIFE OF SAINT 
wa warned by an Angell to receaue Bonita. YVBALDYVS , Buhop of EVGV.- | SEN) 
au1,n0t no'v as ber ſeruwant , but as ber Lord BI/M 1C _ I 6. 
f toat be was 4 Martyr of Tejus Chriſt who _ onfeſs Oe M 4 y, 
_ o and by his enterceſſion wank Ao Kea __ 
many favours. Avlae weat t A ' . 
tte bleſſed Martyr with great > wot gan F Aint Vbaldus,noble for bicth,bar 
mpanied with many of the Ciergie And py more NONE (00-208 RPERI, 
ſhe built in his honour 2 Church —_ hi k Was born at Eugubium iQ Italy. 
body was placed ; and God , ws PYE- His P arents dyed whilſt he was yet 
on, wrought great | 2 litle child in the crad! 
cles at it :and by his iaterceſon Aglae | was b he cradle , and Ubaldas 
cd hots and nerf S rought vp in great, innocency and 
oy 2p te& woman ;and'| holines by an yacle ot hi 
Knouncing all things of the world,diſtribue» | with hi ” e of his of the ſame name 
ber great meancs amo 5 | im: but his fathers meanes and inhe- 
i ng the poore , in» | ritance were ſeized ; 
wen woe mmm Her faves and bond- | kindred, fo that litle GED * 
ut herleli vp i An : | o V+» 
Where ſhe continued in on ha par 1 oegnnt baldus. Which moucd a Coſen of histo per» 
Fmcetieations of ,taiting ,and | ſwade him to marrie into ſome family of 
* t the body tor fifteen | equal| nobili ; y 
Ues,and then dying molt happily, was bus .. O hi wr 4 uy —_ 
necr to Saint Boniface, Here let vs all CY h Is But the moſt chaſt young 
ethemercy of our Lord, who drawesſo _— - _ thoughts , and had als 
| you from our cuills;of finners maketh | anſwered G 1 PTY 9s ppm 6 
, and changeth woolues 1nto ſheepe CR aa 5 forbid F sbould ener defile my 
mcleane veſlclls into pretious vell lls , | vignig vey wow 7 baue conſecrated unto 
PAC, It would be a great diſorder T s of | God, or come t0 looſe the integrity which by Gods 
and per» | grace F do get enioy. ds for the poſſeſſions and 
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heritage ue onto me, our Lord is my portion ' 
in the land of the lining : and God is my in-: 
heritance. When he came to riper yeares , he 
was Choſen by common conſent P1ior of the 
Monaſterie of Saint Marianus and S. Iames, 
whete his vncle had for 4 while brought him 
vp. But finding that all diſciplin and regular 
obſeruance was there quite gon to decay , he 
was in great paine and trouble what to do. | 
At length God ſuggeſted vnto him thismea- 
nes. Relying vpon the divine grace and afſi- 
ſtance he perſwaded three of the Monaſterie 
to aſſociat themſelues vnto him , and to liue 
according to the Rule, in order to their cell, 
Refc&ory and Dorwitoric. Which when he 
had obtained, he goethto an other Monaſte- 
ric cf the ſame Order of Canons Regulars, 
and. liveth among them in all humility and 


ſubiecion for the ſpace of three months,lear- 


ning there by obedience,what afterwards he 
was to teach at home. Then taking with him 
an exa&t methode of what he {aw obſerued 
there, where Religious diſciplin floriſhed and 
was in its firſt vigor, he returned to his Mo- 
naſterie : and prevailed ſo much by hiscxam- 
ple and efficacious manner ofexhorting, that 
the whole Monaſterie was content to be re- 
formed according to the Rule. Which Rule 
tow acceptable it was to Almighty God, his 
Maicſty declared by a mitacle. For as the holy 
man returned from the other Monaſterie,and 
in the whole journey would not eate atty 
thing : being wearic and ſpent , he 1cſted a 
while by a woods fide, and there fell a ſleepe: 
and 1ifing vp forget to take withhim the bo- 
oke whercin this Role was wiiten, But be- 
ing welladuarced in bisway,he miſſed it,and 
was very folicitous, tearing that etther it was 
taken away, as lying by the high rode, or 
clfe ſpoiled, by the raine which in the meane 
while had fallen downe in great ſhowers , 
Whetctore he returned back to the [place 
andiound the booke where he had leftit, not 
touched with any one drop of raine. Whilſt 
ke was buſicd about the Reforme, it pleaſed 
Gcd that a great part of the city ,and in it 
this whole Monaſterie was burnt downe to 
the ground, Whereat Vbaldus was much affli- 
Qed : and conſulted with a moſt holy man 
whether he might not take this occaſion to 
diſcharge himlelt of the office and dignity of 
Prior,and go liue privatly in ſome other place, 
But he ſweetly rebukivg and prudently ad- 
uviſing tm , told him that zt 2s the cuſtome of 
God to trie the Juſt with affliflions , asgold is 
tried by fire : that he 5ball nener be crowned Who 
Aoth mot fight campetently. xAnd that he would 
do an unYortbie af? «nawvery diſplenſing io God, 
if he should leaue his brothers commutted to bis 
ch arge in this jo great diſtreſie and neceſſity. 
Withthis wholetcme acuice $.Vbaldvs jetteth 


ypon the renewing and recdityivg the Mes * 


Sain VbaldusBishop and Confeſlor. 


naſterie , which by Gods bleſſing ſucceeded _ 


ſo well, that within a ſhort time it was better 
z 


and more commodious then ever it was befo- M 


re : {0 that the burning ſerued only for tore. 
paire it in a better forme, and toencreaſe it 
alſo in piety and Religious obſeruance, 
The holy man was twice demanded for to 
be Biſhop , firſt of Peruſia , which he avoided 


| by lying hidden in a deſert ; then ofan other 


place, which partly by himlclf, partly by fo. 
me Cardinalls, his frends , he did deale { 
eficaciouſly with Pope Honorius to excuſe 
him from, that his Holines accepted at length 
of his excuſe, and would not contriſtate him. 
But it ſeemeth Almighty God reſerued him 
for to gouern and tced the flock of his awne 
city. For the Biſhop being dead,and the peo. 
ple not agreeing vpon thoſe who were no- 
minated, and pre ſented tothat dignity:Ybal. 
dus with ſome others were ſent to the ſamePg. 
pc Honorius to defire him to giue the aBiſhop, 
Who being inſpired by God , choſe Saint Y- 
baldus, and conſecrated him with his owne 
hands, And this dignity did not make hun 
alter this former good prattiſes , but gaue 4 
great encreaſe to all his vertues, eſpecially to 
his charity, humility , meeknes, andpatience, 
whercot he gaue moſt adnurable examples, 
he was moſt ſawcily and impudent!ly affron- 
ted tometimes by his owne feruants; and he 
diſlembled all the affronts. He was once ſhut 


| Out by the porter ot his houſe , who clapttke 


dore fo violently againſt him, that it wout- 
ded him in the forehead, and this inivrie be 
put vp moſt patiently with out ever taking 
notice of it. The Mazgiſtrats vpon a time were 
very yigent with him to excomunicat certain 
perſons: which the bleſiedBiſhop thought not 
fit or iuſt to do: wherefore they conman- 
ded all the Clergie and thoſe who belonged 
to the Church, to leaue him, andto aſſiſt hin 
in nothing; in ſo muchthat he could ſcarcely 
get One Sale man to ferue him at Maſe: 
which he alſo bore with ſtrange patience and 
meeknes.Once it happened that in repairing 
the wall of the city , they encroched to mud 
ypon his vineyard , he ſweetly warned them 
ot it ,and dcfired them to forbearc to build 
vpon his ground. The ouerſeer of the work 
tock this admonition in dugeon,and not only 
lighted it , but alſo ſcornfully puſhing him 
threw him into a great veſſel of liquid m0 
ter. The holy Saint came forth of it all couered 
ouer with that white ſtuffe ;and with amoſt 
calme and ſerene mind and countenance, 
went home, as if nothing had bin don voto 
him. But his frends and kindred , 2s m0 
principall and powerfull men, would by 
means have the tellows houle pulled down, 
his goods confiſcated, and him to be bani 
out of the city. The people alſo were nor 
incenſed againſt hjm for io ynſufferable po 
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ace and affront offered vntotheir Biſhop : 
" he for to appeaſe the tumult and mutinie, 
--o ſemblance that he would puniſh the 


P na moſt rigorouſly ſaid that this crime belon- . 


1to bis court and that it was for no other then 

limſelf to examin and punith its Preſently 
the criminal is brought betore the Biſhop, 
pho asked him whether be be content to ſtand 
1 bis ſentence , and he anſwearing that he 
was moſt readie to vadergo any penalty : 
-z even death it ſelf : 7 feare ,ſaith the Bi- 
ſhop. 30% will not accept With patience what 7 
wal enioyne youue And as the poore man pro- 
eftedbe would refuſe no punishment how gree- 
was ſoewer should be layd wpor bim: and all 
the people was in ſuſpenſe and expectation 
yhatthe Biſhop would do with him : the holy 
fckt nfing vp from his chaite , with 3 
ſailing countenance came to the man, and 
kid: well then my Jonne in token of reconcilia- 
tun, embrace me, and giue me the kiſſe of peace. 
Jind as for the re## T beſeech God to forgine 
the both this and why other off ences. 

He was 2 great maintainer of peace , and 
fated nodanger,when there was queſtion of 
xconciling thoſe that were at variance, The- 
aroſe once in one of the {treetes of the city 
i great fray , wherein ſome were wounded 
2nd killed. The Biſhop hearing of it comes 

egtly among them, and ventureth himſelf 

tyeen their naked ſwords, But with all this 
net being able to part them , he tell downe 
pon the ground , as if he had receaued a 
(adly wound. Preſently the mutinous people 
linking bim to be dead , threw away their 
Weapons , run in to take him vp , and every 


tne condervned himfſelt to be the murderer 
dtheir holy Biſhop. Then the Saiat than« ' 


ig Almighty God that the tumult and ſedi- 
won was appealed , raiſing himſe)t quietly 
Þ ſignified vnto_ them that all went well , 
adthat he had no harme. Nor was he lcflc 
Poyertul! to detend his flock from foraine 
mics, Elcuen ſtrong, and powerfull citys 
ling conſpired to dettroy Eugubium, came 
ganſt it with ſo numerous an armie , that 
poore towne could ſcarcely oppoſe one 
Wapaialt forty of their enemies. Saint V- 
vs inſtituted 2 generall Proceſſion thor- 
whthe towne for three days, and when it 
Fs thought fit to go out and fight the ene- 
che armed them with his bleſſing, and bid 
ſt vpon their encmic witha great cou- 
andan aſſured confidence of obtaining 
: e and ſuccour from heauen, During the 
the went ypon the walls, and making 
"orious figne of the croſle againſt the 
aries camp , Caſt them intoſuch a'fright 
threw downe their armes, and be- 
© them(elues to their heeles euery man 

In wy 
8 what ſpeede he could to his owne 


»and not thinking himſeli ſecure cuen | 


when he came thither.But thoſe of Eugubium 
inriched their city with 2 great ſpoile and 
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bootic. The Emperor Frederick being vpon MAY, 


his warch from Germanie to Rome, paſſed 
by Eugubium, and at the inftigation of ſome 
il aftedted neighbouring people, exacted of 
the city 4 ſumme of mony- , and many ho- 


 ſtages,S.Vbaldus went to the Emperor to ma- 


ke interceſſhon for his flock: and the Emperor 
was ſo moved with his authority and ſanity, 
that he preſentiy granted him all that he ask- 
ed, and withall caſting himſelf at his feete 
begged his bleſſing and his prayers. 

This holy wan as he was moſt loving and 
liberall to others , ſo was he moſt hd and 
rigorous to himſelf, mortifying his fleſh con- 
tinually in his apparell , lodging and diet : 
for although to auoid vaine glorie he ſeemed 
to eate promiſcuouſly of what was ſet before 
him at bord 3yct be lived only of hard and 
drie bread. Our Lord alſo , for to exerciſe 
his patience , and to conſume in him whatſo- 
ever drofle might haue bin contrated by that 
pure ſoule, as alſo for to worke him 4 more 
rich crowne of merits: was pleaſed to viſit 
him with frequent infirmities. Twice he bro- 
ke his legge , and once his arme. He was 
tcoublcd a long time with an intolerable yi 
cerin his fide, which notwithſtanding neuer 
hindred him in the exerciſe of his tun&ion. 
In his laſt hcknes , which held him about 
two yeares although he were ſo weake and 
ſo much ſpent , th&he could hardly turne 
himſelf in his bed ; yet becaufe the people 
deſired to cnioy the preſenceand comfort of 
their Prelat and Paſtor ypon Eaſter day , he 
obtained of our Lord that he might riſe - 
without aſliſtance of any body , fing Maſle 
and preach. His ſermon ended, having giuen 
his bleſſiug to the people he returned fick to 
bed, and remained fo till whitſundaycue :for 
then as he drew nere his end, all the people, 
men and women came ln troupes for to ſee 
him , to kiſſe bis hands and feete, aske his 
bleſſing and his prayers ,and craue him par- 
don tor whatſoeuer offence or diſreſpe& 
they had don him, They watched continu» 
ally with lighted tapers in their hands before 
his chamber , yatil] on munday in the cuen< 
ing the holy man , having receaucd all the 
rites of the Church , praying and ſinging 
Pſalmes and hymns, gaue vp his moſt bleſſed 
ſoule to God the fixtienth day of May. His 
body could not be buried betore thurſday 
for the deuotion of the people reſorting thi- 


ter for to ſec it, whereof divers were cured 


of ſcucrall infirmities. And all that time it re- 
maincd freſh and yeelded 2 moſt ſweet and 
odoriferous ſauour. He was buried honorably 
in his Cathedrall Cburch , ſome Biſhops al- 
ſiting at the funcralls :and the people ſent 


to their neighbouring citys, with whom Gy 
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had bin a long time at variance that now they 
would forgett all inturies , and giue freedom 
and ſecurity to all that would come to this 
' ſolemnity, This was the beginning of 3 good 
peace which that yeare was made between 
them ; which queſtionles was the effect of 
Saint Vbaldus his prayers : as alſo was 4 moſt 
wonderfull and excellent Spirit of charity 
and meicy , which about the ſame time God 
inſpired into the harts of the people : for no 
poore Rood in necd then to aske almes, but 
were defired and vrged to accept of all ithat 
was offerred them, It was a moſt pleaſant and 
delightfull fight to: behold two, three, and 
ſometimes four hundred poote people , that 
were in the Church, to be at one time invited, 
and intertained , and abundantly furniſh- 
ed with viQualls, and whatſocuer clſc was 
neceflarie for the ſound and hick. Saint Vbal- 
dus wrought many mirac'es beth al:uc and 
dead : but this ſeemeth to be the moſt admi- 
rable and moſt profitable of all, which I pray 
God we may ſcerenewed in our days. he wan- 
ted not the grace of curing diſeaics in his life 
time, A man that had bin tourec yeares blind, 
earneſtly begged of him that he might haue 
the honour to kifle his hand:and he had no fo- 
- oner touched it with his lipps,but he recoue- 
zed his figtt.An other after ten yeares blindnes 
calling vpon him was at the ſame time cured, 
One ot his Pricſts had a fore hand, which put 
him to ſo great paine that he could not reſt 
in the night, Saint VbaWus yet living appea- 
xcd vnto him, and with the figne otthe holy 
Crofle healed him. Yet when an other blind 
man addreſſed himſclt ynto him for to be cur- 
cd , the Biſtop vnderſtanding that his cor- 
porall fight would be prejudiciall to his ſoule, 
did ſo fatisfic him that his temporall blindacs 
wasto be recompenied with a cicare viſion 
of God in heaven for all eternity , that the 
good man would not have bin cured though 
he might. Whence we atreto learn that when 
low etimes we obtain not bythe interceflicn of 
Saints ſuch fauours as we demand : it is not 
ſorthat they do not hearc vs, or that they arc 
vowilling or vnable to helpe vs: but for that 
they fcc that thoſe thingsare hurtfull to vs. He 
is {aid to baue diea in the yeare of our Loid 
cnc thouſand two hundredand ten : though 
ſome do queſtion it. This lite is tzKen out ot 
Surius. who compiled it out of two ancient 
Copics , wEereot one is extant 1n print ,the 
other is a manuſcript. The Roman Maity1o- 
loge maketh mention of Saint Vbaldus: and 
Baionius in his notes vpon it, 
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THE LIFE OF $amnt 
PYDENTIANA Vagin. © 
Prince ofthe Apoltles Saint Pere, 


\ \ Came to Rome 3 it js 4 common 


and certain tradition that he lodged in the 
houſe of a graue and principall Senator 
whoſe name was Pudens , and had for yik 
2 moſt worthie and honorable Lady,Priſcillz 
by whom he had two ſonns, Nouatus and 
Timothee : and as many daughters, Potenti. 
ana, or rather Pudentiana, and Praxedes, All 
of them, as well Parents, as children becane 
Chriſtians , and were great ſeruants of God 
rcceauing manitold bleſſings from his liberal 
and bountifull hand. Pudens had beſides for 
his Maſter the holy Apoſtle Saint Paul,yho 
maketh honorable mention of him in his ſe. 
cond epiſtle to Timothee, Thele Saints de. 
ſerued to have their houſe turned into 3 
Chutrch, which was callcd the Titleor Chach 
of Pudens,txomthe Maſter and owner of t,or 
of PaFor; for that when Hermes a Prieſt wy 
to conſecrate 1t , there appeared vnto him an 
Angell in the ſhape and habit of a Paſtor or 
ſhepheard : and was the firſt Title, thatya 
euerercaed at Rome, and is at preſentcalled 
the Church of Saint Pudentiana;; whole fealt 
(to omitt at this time to ſpeake of the Saints 
her Brothers) the Church celebratesthis day, 
as of 2 moſt holy virgin : who after the de- 
ath of her Parents,ſold her eſtate, which was 
very great , and gaue the piice of it to the 
pouore ,and retired herſelf into 2 litle houl 
with her ſiſter Praxedes, Theſe two vertuous 
ſiſters attended day and night to prayer , falt 
iog,pennance;and buſied themfelues in gathe- 
ring vp the Blood ofMartyrs,buyring theirho- 
ly Bodies, maintaining and encouraging 
Chriſtians. Saint Potentiana by her molt c- 


HEN the glorious Apoſlle and 


xemplar life ,and wholſome counſell and ad. 
monitions conuerted all thoſe of her family, 
innumber ninety fix, vato the faith of Chtilt, 
who were, all baptized by Pope Piys the 
firſt, And becauſe the Emperor Antoninus 
bad commanded that the Chriſtians 16ouls 
haue no Churches , publickly to reſort w#t0, 
for to celebrate dentne ſernice : the faid ho- 
ly Pope repaired to the houſe of Saint P0- 
tentiana , where he ſaid Maſſe : and many 
Chriſtians came thither ſecretly for to heale 
it, ard to xeceaue the moſt ſacred Body 0 
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| our Lord. And the holy Virgin ane 
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all with 3 moſt ſincere affe&ion ,'and 
their neceſſities. And whilſt ſhe was 

taken vp and buſicd in theſe laudable 

of deuotion and charity , it pleaſed 

ur Lord to call her to himſelf, for to giue 
ter the reward of her holy labours , and to 


$2 + Io 
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[ e her mortall and temporall life into 
1n cternall happines and blifſe. Her Bodie 
yz buried on the nincticnth of May in her 
Parents ſepulcher , in the Churchyard of 

and YY pricilla, in the way Salaria. She died in the 

ret, -xc ofour Lord one hundred ſcaucnty fo« 
on Þ& ve, 1n the Raigne of Antoninus Pius. On 
the Þ . the fame day the RomanMartyrologe maketh 
or, | acationof her father, Saint Pudens. Beſides 
ir, | the Roman Martyrologe ; Venerable Bede, 
lla; Yſuardus, and Saint Ado do fpeake of Saint 
and | fudentiina : as alſo Baronius in his notes 
ith mon the Martyrologe , and in his-fecond to- 
All & ac ofhis Annalls, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 


SRN4R DIN of Siena , Confeſſor , of 
the holy order of Saint Francis. 


HE glorious Confeſſor, and ad- 
mirable Preacher Saint Bernar- 
& din of Sicna , of the order of 
) } Saint Francis, was born at Siena 

{ in the yeare one thouland three 
andred and eighty , in which very yeare 
kunt Cathatine of Siena died : his father was 


e 
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uk WF alkd T#lus, and his mother Nerea, nobly 
ous IF (ſcended, and very vertuous , and particu- 
alt» WF lul devoted to the ſeruice and worſhip of 
he» WY tecuer glorious virgin, Mother of God:by 
bo IF Wok interceſſion they begged of Almighty 
al Godto beſtow vpon them a ſonne : and he 
& ae them Bernardin , for their comfort, for 
ade WF te honour of their famuly, the good of ltaly 
iy, I ®dbenefit of the whole world. His mother 
ill, Y 9d, wbcn he was but thiee yearcs old, and 
the vfather left him an orphan atthe age of fix, 
"us te Was Commended to the care and charity 
#18 Y dtis Auat, his Mothers ſiſter, called Diana, 
Ft Wo looked vato him as vnto her ſonne, as 
10 I vill for the obligation ſhe had to do it , as 
P0- the rare parts and towardlines of the 
0) : hich-won the affection of all that 
= at with hin, He was deuout, humble, and 
| 4 wdcſt, and took great dclight to viſit Chur- 
bh ts, ſerue alle, dreſſe vp Altars , and heare 
= uns. And he minded the Preacher fo at: | 


Saint Pudentiana Virgin. 


| tentively, that when he returned home , he 
would gather togetherlitle children of his ow- 
ne age, and from ſome eminent place would 
repeat what he: had heard in the Church , 
imitating the voice, countenance, and geſture 
of the Preacher , with ſo good 4 grace that 
many did cuen then think that our Lord had 
choſen him to be 4 famous Preacher. In that 
tencer age he had great compaſſion for the 
poore, and an inclination to giue almes. It 
happened once that there was but one loafe 
ofbreadleft in his aunts houſe, which made 
her refuſe to giue it to a poore bodice that de- 
manded an almes: which Bernardin was much 
troubled at, and faid to his Aunt : for Gods 
[ake let ws giue this poore creature an almes: 
for otherwiſe F will neither dine nor ſup this 
day.F bad rather the = showld be refreshed 
then myſelf. This did wonderfully comfort 
and reioice his good aunt, who being a very 
vertuous woman, incited him to all ſort of 
my and to faſting : and as young as he was, 
faſted cuery ſaturday in hopour of our 
blefied Lady : which pious cuſtome he conti- 
nucd euer aſter, At the age of thirteen he was 
ſent to ſchoole , where: he ſurpaſſed all his 
companions : for one of the beſt maſters of 
thoſe times was wont to fay that he never 
had jchollar that was to be compared vith Ber- 
nardin either for Wit or good natwre. He was lo 
modeſt and ſo watic in his wordsthat he ne» 
uer ipoke , nor would ſuffer any vre in his 
P_— to ſpeak any vahandfom or vnſeem- 
p word: for if any ſuch word did chance to 
fall from'the mouth of any bodie, by his blu- 
ſhing he did teſtifie how much it did confound 
him , and wound his very hart. And being 
otherwiſe moſt civill, reſpe&ſull , and con- 
deſcending ;yet he neuer bore with patience 
any diſhoneſt language. A man of quality 
happened to be once oucrſeert before himin 
this kind : the modeſt youth' could not rc+ 
fraine his hands from hiw , and not being 
able to ſtrike his checke , gaue him ſuch 2 
blow vnder the chin , that the ſound of it 
was heard 4 good way of. And it wasa wat» 
ning to that man all his life long to moderat 
his tounge : and many yeares after hearing 
Bernardin preaching tin that place , he was 
ſo moucd that he ſeemed to be drowned in 
teares, Hence it came to pale that-:in what 
companic ſoeuer the intertainment and dif» 
cours was to tree , as ſoone as this bleſſed 
child appeared, they would ordinatily fay as 
mong themſelues : avay vith this diſcom/e : 
Bernardin is comming. Hc that could not en- 
dure to hearc ar vnciuil word , we may ca» 
fily conceaue what a horror and deteſtation 
he had of thoſe, whoſe manners and conuecr- 
ſation was infeRious. A certain lewd fellow 
was ſo impudent as to ſollicit him toſomes 


thing moſt contrarie to the lay 0i God, and 
alss | 


346 


20, 
MAY, 


Saint Bernardin of Siena Confeſlbor. 


quently ſpecially diſcourfing wit |; 
Ss —_ be more LOG wy 
the great loue and affeAion he for 
this cuer glorious virgin queen , ſomactins # 
plainly and openly, ſowetimesin hidden ang 
obſcure termes. Among thoſe whom now and 
then he went to viſit , tor to receaue from 
them good and wholſom counſel} » and to 
entertain himſclf with diſcourſes concernin 
heauen and eternity, was 2 grauc and yene. 
rable Matron , of the third order of Saint 
Francis , and of great holines and auſterity of 
life , his ncer kinſwoman, by name Tobig, 
whoſe ſoule Saint Bernardin many years 
aſter, as he was preaching at Mulan, on Aſh, 
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his virginall purity ; and notwithſtanding | 
the conſtancy , the ſcorn and indignation 


F 


May wherewith he was often reiefted , ceaſed 
= * Not to be importune : this Angell in cha- 
ſity , as well for to ſecure himſelf , as for 
to teach that blockiſh dunſe his duty , in 
that language , which he was capable to 
vndcrſiand, gathering together ſome of his 
litye play-fellows , bid them lye in waite,vn- 
till be ſhould give them a figne to appeare. 
Then he gocth to find out this fellow , who 
ſpying Bcrnardin , preſcntly draweth out a 
handiall of gold therewithto temptand inti« | 
ce him : but he I pagan, ag was not in 
a fit place for to ſet vpon him, tnakes a figne 
to him to follow him; and when they came | wednesday, faw to mount vp to heaven the 
there to the place where his companions lay | very houre that ſhe departed out of this lik 
in ambu fh, he gives them the watchword by | at, Siena, To this good woman he would ofieg 
crying out aloud :1oe, bereis the impure Wretch, | ſay ,as be was taking leave of her, and iuf 
here is the wilaine, that deſerues to be burnt | readie to depart , that be was to viſit 4 witaig 
aline : at him : at bim : and at the very mo» | wirgin that was moſt beautifull and of rare 
ment, his litle and innocent ſquadron, well | parts , who was dearer to bim then bit ou 
armed for the defenſe of chaſtity riſeth vp , s For sbe hall ſo rawisbed bis bart , that 
and following the fellow did ſo pelt him with | sbowld be forbeare but one day to viſit ber ,bs 
clods and ſtones , that he was forcedto be- | sbould not take any ſleepe of ref# the nigh 
take himſelf to his heeles: and be hade litle | following :3e8 that it Would be wery flran tif 
mind afterwards to medle with Bernat- | be did nor enen die for grief and affiifiion.Thxle 
din , or any that kept his companie. About | words did cut the very hart ot Tobia, who 
this time it happencd that on the feaſt of Saint | loued Bernardinlike her ſonne , and wasrel- 
Onuſrius , which is kept with great ſo- | pe&ed by him no otherwiſe thea if (he had 
Icmnity at Siena, going to the Church, he | bin his mother , although by his manger of 
found it co be ſo full of people that there | diſcourſe he heid her for many days in ful 
was place for no more to enter : but agreat | penſe, For on the fide his gravity , modeſt, + 
multitude was ſtanding without the dores: | and moſt vertuous behauiour did not permit 
which as he ſaw , being moucd with the | her to ſuſpe& any harme :and yet on theo- 
loue of God, and tranſported with his ho- | ther fide conſidering the heat of youth the 
ly Spurit : he got vp into X bigh gr any and | ſlight ofthe deuill, and the pronefle othuman 
after he had made the ſigne of the holy |. nature into fin, made hertomewhat to feate 
Crofle he preached with ſo much conh- 
dence , denotion , grace and eloquence, that 
the auditoric did admire hiar, and praiſe our 
Lord for the exccllent ſermon they had he- 
ard, And although ſome that meaſure all 
things (o by buman prudence, that they ne- 
ver icfle& thatAlmighty God doth ſometimes 
by an cxtraordinatie way dirc& and move his 
ſeruants;did ctceme him halfmad : yetwhen | to young gentlemen. Theteforc to rid herſelf 
they ſaw the range efte&s and admurable ' of all-fearc and ſuſpicion, ſhe went that way, 
conuerfions which tollowed vpoa his ſermon at dput herſelf in fiich # place, that ſhe migit 
they looked vpoa it as an eflay of what he {. ſee Bernardin if be came, without beewg dil 
was afterwards to do by the power of Gods | couered by bim ; not long alter bc comes, and 
grace. caſteth himſelf vpon his bare knees betore 3 
Saint Bernardin had lcarned of his deuout | piture of our blefled Lady, litlc thinking that 
Parcnts, whoas weiaid before, were particular | any body minded him, and there catcrtained 
clicnts ot the bleſled Virgin Maric, Mother of | himſclf with molt ſwecte and deuout colloqui 


that her coſin might be ſe1zcd ypon by ſome 
fond aftction , which fcare was fota litle 
encreaſed, when one time holding the like 
diſcourſe he added. That the Lady be fo'muth 
affetted , avelt ont of the gate camollis, Wii 
leadeth to Florence :lor ſhe knew that m that 
place there were certain maides of light and 
looſe behaviour , that night well be a ſnare 


God, to hauea very tender and filiall deuo- 
tion towards this great and mighty Princelſle, 
and to omitt no day topertoim certain dutys, 
which his piety and the zeale other ſonns and 
her honour, had ſuggeſted vnto him. And as 
ordinarily the tongue doth i5 cake what the 


wind thinketh, and the hart loucth;he did fre+ | 


estor along while together;and then returned 
modeſtly home.thisdidTobia ſec notone only 
' but ſeuerall days , and tooke alſo with her 

mctimesa deuout companion to be witnes0 
the ſame. And yet afterwards as it {hc knew 
nohing atter along while , ſhe coniured Bet- 


nardintotell her ybo wa: that Lat, forwbin, 
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bed ſo great 4 loue and ſtrong affe- 
-njorſs w_ that be would tel] be What 


Jt communicated vith any mort all 

4 1 am Wholly takes , faith he, and r4- 
with the Jowe of the moſt bleſſed virgin 
the Mother of God , hom } bane al- 
11 mſt tenderly and dearly loued; in whom 
wet after God 1 baue placed all my bope and 
aofidence ,1 do louwe ber With all my hart and 
|; 1 do ſeeke after her , and haue 4 longing 
m ſer bers Which becauſe I can notexpet! 

» < in this world, T hawe purpoſed and reſol- 
ud far her ſake , 95 Tong as T am able ; exery 
jqio viſit 4 pitture of hers , Which is out 
ofthe gate Camollia , becauſe of all the p1fares , 


Which | bawe yet ſeent , it ſeemeth to me to be 


beſt wade , aud more linely to expreſſe her 
kupty 48d Mareſty. T herefore 1 go enery day 
vit, and there pou my knees I recommend my 
kf uato the gloriows virgin , hoping by ber in- 
tawſjow t0 os the grace and fawour which 
14 ſo carneſty deſire. Tobia was much re- 
nated to hear him ſpeak thus , and encou- 
10 him to continue this laudable cuſto- 
Jour him with all particularly to recom- 
and vnte our Bleſied Ladys cuſtodie the moſ 
nuns tregfure of bis chſtity, that che would 
rchſaſe to ſecure it among ſo many dangers as 
ih expoſed vnto,eſpeciatly iti his youth. The 
kyotion towards the queen of Angells cn- 
naſed in bicm with his age : and when he 
tne aterwards to be a moſt famous Prea- 
der, he tooke 2 ſingular content to ſpeake 
her praiſes. Once in a publick ſermon 
k tered theſe words, I Friar Bernardia 
ue bis always dexiour to the bleſiedwirgin. 1 
Wt torn of the day of ber Natiuity : I was 
Itized the ſame day. Oz the [ame day I put 
8 thi habit and was profeſied in my order on 
lady, and ſaid 9 firſt «Maſſe , and preached 
vj ſermon on this day. «And I do defire on 
te Jame day to depart out of this life. When 
t came to the age of ſeaucntecn ke Rudied 
&anon law and holy Scripture :abd'to this 
acthe did ſo apply his mind' and affeRion, 
al other ſcience and knowlege was vn- 
uric and diſplcaſing vnto him. And that 
Nchcleered and whetted his vnderſtanding, 
ithetier to coriceaue and comprehend it, 
Wide wortification of his bodice, which he 


lo bis clothes},and often vpon the flo- 
®,caing very ſpatingty,and of the coorieſt 
Wes, He was wonderfull tweet and affable 
p nvcrſation,and never gaue any figne 
Wc, diſguſt, or averſion of mind from 
Y oe: yet was not fanuliar with any but 
ho were modeſt, ciuill , anddelighted 
Pious and ſpicituall diſcourſes. And the 
Ut to perke theſe and: other vertues he 
"0dcadmitted intoa Sodality or Con- 


wed with faſting, diſciplines, and! baircloth | 


Ladys de Scala which hath binas it were 3 
Seminary or nourcexy of moſt worthic men 
and preat Saints , and who indeed would not 
admit among them any but ſuch as they knew 
to be of 3 vertuous and exemplar conuerſa- 
tion , and therefore it was called Sodalitas be- 
ne moratorum: The Sodality of perſons of good 
enification. Soone after his admittance into 
this holy congregation , Almighty God pro- 
uided him with an admirable occaſion and 
matter to excIciſc all manner of yertucs, but 
| eſpecially charity, fortitude and patience. For 
in the yeare one thoufand and four hundred 
| the plague was very hot thorough all Italy, 
and particu'arly at Sicna ; where by reaſon of 
the hoſpitall, which was the moſt famous then 
perhaps in the world, innumerable pilgrias 
that went to Rome for the Iubilce , goin 
and coming were cntertained, and all bck 
and infe&cd people were moſt carefully at- 
tended. And this great concourſe did fo en- 
creaſe the plague, that for abouca quarter of 
a ycare, there 
more then twelue and ſometimes cighteen os 
twenty, And which was the ſaddeſt thing ot 
all, thoſe who were to aſſiſt and ſerue the tick 
tor ſoulc or bodice as Pricits , infirmarians, A- 
pothecarics, feruants and boys that belonged 
to the place, were almoſt all dead : nor could 
others bc got to ſucceed in their roome nei» 
ther for charity nor for mony : ſo thatit was 
a moſt pitifull and lamentable ſpefacle to 
ſee that place then deſtitute of all helpe and 
ſuccour, when it was in the greateſt need of 
. it, The good Rector , 4 molt vertuous and 
' worthie man, though weake and jſpeat with 
old age , beſtirred himſelf even aboue hisfore 
ccs, and ſpared no coſt or charges for to ins 
' uite men to attend the ſick. But it ſeemeth 
that niony , though ncuer ſo greedily ſought 
alter, hath not force enough to make man 
| caſt away his life : it is only charity which is 
ſtronger then death : this wrought vpon 
SaintBernardin,who being then ſcarce twen= 
ty ycarces old ,offered himſelf to thismoſt pi- 
| ous and charitable, but withall molt toilſom 
and laborious imploiment : and expoſed 
himſelf to an eminent danger of looking his 
life for to ſecure his ne1ghbours from death 
of bodice and ſoule. And findiag after ſome 
time, that though he could haue bia inſeuc« 
rall places at the ſame time , he could not 
hauc ſufficed for to afliſt all the fick, he ga- 
thered together twelue young mea ,able of 
bodie, and vigorous 1n mind : and declaring 
vato them What &4 ſacrefict it is tocAlmighty 
God to jerue Chriſt in bis fick, and acedic men- 
bers : and ſeeing that death did nov _ 
tbreaten excry one; they could uot deſire 4 grea- 
ter fawout , then to lay done their life (vbich 
the ficknes bowener would take away) in jo 


Kty called 8h Hoſprta of our bleſſed 


| meritorious 8nd beroicals an exerciſe of city: 
rn 


icd cuery day in the Hoſpitall 


348 


M ar, 


349 
_—_— 
MAY. 


Saint Bernardin of Siena, Confeſlor, 


but if it pleaſed God to preſerue them longer 
in life , they would newer Want the comfort of 
haniug imployed themſelues in this glorious 
enterpriſe ; nor the confidence of obtaining great 
Bleſſings of his Maieſty in recompenſe of their 
charity : with this be per[waded them to beare 
bim company in the ſervice of the Hoſpital]: 
which they vadertoke with great courage and 
loue of God and their neighbour , having 
firſt all conſcfled and communicated : and 
they all ſirived who ſhould imitate the neercit 
Saint Beinardin ,in feruor, alacrity, aſſiduity 
in aſliting , cheeriulnts in comforting the 
ſick, and humility in performing the moſt ab- 
ic, and vile offices about them : and moſt 
carcfall induſtric that nothing ſhould be want- 
ing to vaſt multitude of pilgrims that came 
every night to loge in the tame Hoſpitall, 
Their example- moued diucrs others , who 
freely offered themliclues to this moſt pious 
and Chriſtian ſeruice. But Bervardin had in 
3 mannes the whole care and gouernment of 
che Hoſpitall committed vnto him, with full 


| power to diſtribute the almes and reucnewes 


otit,as he ſhould think fit;which he performed 
with no lefie prudence and diſcretion, then 
bounty and libcrahity.For in the ſpace of ftow- 
er months by his ſingular care, diligence , and 
cbatity , he put t he Hoſpitall into excellent 
order ; cleanſed it, and made 1t a wholſom 
_ : and it 15 hardly credible , how many 


e preſerved in lite and reſtored to pertett |; 


health : the devine goodnes concurring with 
his labours , and prote&ting him fo that all 
the time he never was infected , nor ſuffered 
any the leaſt barme in the midſt of greateſt 
dangers, But when the plague cealcd, and he 
was now returned home-: our bleſſed Lord 
thought fit to add to his crowne ot charity 
an other nothing interiour of patience : and 
as he had bin viſited in his poore and fick 
members by Saint Bernardin, in recompenſe 
thereof now to viſit him : for thus did the 
bleſſed man interpret a ſharp and tedious fick- 
nes that held him: foure months : duting 
which time he did no leſle edihe all the city 
by his paticnce and reſignation: then he had 
don betore by his infatigable labour, and pai- 
nes-taking in the hoſpitall.Yet he was ſcarce 
well recouered when he returned to the 
works of charity : tor vaderitanding that an 
aynt of his, culled Bartholomea, i molt vertu» 
ous widow that was fourſcore andten yearcs 
old, blind and fick of the palſey,ſtood in need 
of one to attcnd her in this extremity , he 
tooke that chatitable imploiment vpor> him: 
and performed it with as much diligence, care 
and love, as if he had bin her ſonne; and ne- 
ver left her till God called her to his bleſicd 
kingdom : and ſhe did well recompenle this 
charitable aſſiſtance which hcr deare nephew 
afforded her, For amopg other deuotions 


to that fweet and venerable Name of } 

in which is our only hope and laluati = 
ſo much that as often as ſhe heard ir — 
ced ,ſhe was in a manner tranſpoited 
terlelt with exceſlc of ioy and ſpiritua 
fort : ſhe communicated this devoto 
him - and his pious hart moſt capable 
good imprefſion deuoutly receaued it 
retully ever after retained it, 

At this time he was deliberati | 
courſe of lite : and preſently wr 
of his vertuous Aunt, retiring himſelf into 3 
cottage , where he erefed an Altar , id = 


licom. 
n vnto 
of eue 


and cg. 


. cefſantly beſcech our Bleſſed Lord to dites 


his mind to imbrace that Relipio 
which was the moſt fit for why 0 aw, 
ieſty ſeruice, and perf: & his owne ſoule. Here 
he afflifted his body with faſting watchin 
diſciplins, baircloth, and all manner of whe 
rity as well to obtain heauen]y light for his 
dizeQion , as allo tor to tric his forces cor 
rall and ſpirituall: giuing an admirable leſſog 
to all thole who do pictend to take y 
them a Religious habit ; to begin betore hang 
to praiſe what all their life after they are 
to exetciſe, and not vnder pretext of taki 
leauc of the world , to live more loolly and 
diſſolutly : whereby Religious diſciplin is 
made more hard and irkſom vntothem , and 
they expoſe themſclues toan eminent hn &« 
of not pericuering : Almighty God juſtly te: 
fuſing that pretious grace to thoſe who have 
dealt (oniggardly and yn ratetully withhim, 
As Saint Bernardin was os imploriog light 
and direction from heaven, and otten To 
ſtrated himfelt betore a Crucihx , be ſeemed 
once to heare our Eord ſpeake thus vntokin 
my Jonne behold me bangins naked vpon 4 
Croſſe : if thou baſt any loue for me, and 4&6 
fare to imitate me ; be thou alſo faſtneanaked ts 
thy Croſſe , and ſo follow me , and thos rhatt df 
ſuredly find me, By this voice andby viſion 
which he had, he vaderſtood that it was Gods 
will he ſhould enter into the holy Order 
ot the ;Scraphicall- father Saint Francis, He 
receaued the habit trom the hands of Friar 
lobn Triſtocius , 4 moſt venerable and holy 
man, Who as he was clothing him, by i pate 
ticular inſtin& of the holy Ghoſt ſpoke thus 
aloud * tbere is come ts ws this day & Shilfull 
warrier , and ſtout labourer , who will fill ow 
Lords granaries Vith 4 plentiful barne# : and 
v:Þ prowe the credit and ornament of our Oran, 
He was eminent ia all vertucs; but patticue 
larly in obedicnce , humility, mecknes, mot- 
tification and paticnce:and fo great conteny 
ner of the world, that thoſe who were fami- 
liarly acquainted with {him before , looked 
vpon him as 2 foole or 2 mad man, for that 
his life and conucrſation was ſo contratiea0d 


| oppokit to theirs, A necr Kinſman of his once 
i 


which ſhe had, being moſt tenderly addifted 
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0 pl having fru#rated the bopes and expe- 
an of bit frends , and diſgraced bit family 
14 and contemptible manner of licing 
the Saint heard Him with wonderfull pati- 
ace a0d mecknes : but atlength anſwered 


tim thus: 40 deſpiſe and trample under my 


fwtethis fookiah world with all its pompe and 


this F vill tell you: as poore and 


, Yes 
a , our family thall le ſo 


tible as 1 am 


ned, and become Jo honorable by me , that for 


and renolv ne there wilt not be 4 family 
\ Siena comparable unto it. As he was walk- 
5 once through the ſtrectes bare foot , in 
; hort coate , Which came not downe to 
i; ankles : ſome impertinent and inſolent 
yr threw ſtones and clods at his bare leggs 
nl fete : but he tooke no more notice of 
ln then if he had felt nothing, Wherevpon 
li; companion being offended , asked him 
ty hedidnot check them for it,and repreſ- 
heir impudency ; to whom he replyed: lez 
lp what they pleaſe : they giue ws 4 good 
un of merit : for by this trouble we exerciſe 
ar patience , by which We poſſeſſe our ſonles, 
al ge make wort bie of the kingdom of beauen. 
Tide andthe like- vertues he learned out of 
ktliving boock of Chriſt Crucified, which 
club without intermiſhon, whence alſo 
got 3 moſt burning and inſatiable thirſt 
dhe good of ſoules purchaſcd by the deare 
Blood of his Lord and Sauiour: This made 
lin more willing to tubmitt himſelf to the 
laden of preaching , which Eis Superious 
bowpht fit to lay vpon him, notwithſtand- 
i 4naturall and great impediment which 
khad ,his voice being both weake aud ho. 
af, But charity and zeale ouercame all diffi= 
altes: for he addrefied himſelf with fingular 
whdenceito his glorious Patroneſfle, the 
(cen of heauen , and by her interceſſion 
bined of her ſonne a remedie of whatſoe- 
oi be a hinderance to him in preach- 
htheword of God. 
ts maine drift in preaching was to teach 
Kathe way to faluation, to make them gra- 
thi to our Blefſed Lord for his bitter paſli- 
and death:and bring them to have a great 
terme of their ſoules : for which he ſhed 
s Bluod and layd downe his pretious life : 
Wor this cauſe he did moſt highly com- 
nd, and in all his ſermons perpetually in- 
uata devotion and reverence to the {weet 
aldlefſed Name Je/#5,that by meancs there- 
ley might obtaine of God grace and mer- 
Jor to do pennance and waſh away their 
And the fruit of his ſeruaons was ſo 
Fatand abundant,that it can hardly be ex= 
edor ſet downe cuen in wany volumes. 
"Our Lord gaue him ſo great force and 
In preaching - that be turned mens 
58 he pleaſed. Not only patticular per- 


Sa 


wick inveighed moſt bitterly againſt | 


ſons , but alfo ſeuerall citys and fates that 
bore deadly hatred one againſt an other, caſt 
away all memorie of injuries and wrongs re« 
ceaued , aboliſhed all defire of revenge, and 
were ioined together in perfe& peace and 
hncere good will and amity by the force of 
his devine eloquenre. Innumerable perſons 
of all conditions that lay wallowing in in, 
and had loſt both will and hope ofriting and 
my out cf that puddle , after they had 

eard him preach , conceaued fo great aloue 
of vertuc and deteſtation of their wicked ſtate, 
that nct content to renounce fin, they moſt 
ioytully embraced the Crofle , and entered 


| into the narrow path of perfe&tion. Many 


vſurers , pirats , theeues , high way robbers, 
were ſo forcibly toucht , and became fo 
compundt by the word of God ſorinding in 
his mouth, that they did publickly contefle 
and deteft their crimes, demand pennance, 
and make reſtitution of what they h ad vios+ 
lently or craitily taken from others, It was ag 
ordinary cuſtome as he came downe from the 
the pulpit , out of which he had thundered 
gods threats againſt ſinners : and inueighed 
againſt ſuch things as vſe tobe the occaſions, 
inſtruments or baites of fia ; to haue 4 multi- 
tude of his auditors flock abouthim,and caſt 
downe at his fecte cards, tables,dice,ioocks 
inglaſſes, boxes of pretious ointments,partus 
mes, and ſuch ſtuffe as fond wo.nen vied to 
paint their faces with; all which the holy man 
commanded to be throwne-intoa Cart , cate 
ried into the market place , and therc io the 
publick view of the city to be conſumed by 2 
great fire; as a moſt gratefull ſacrifice to the 
devine Maicity, which can not be better ho« 
noured, then by the defruttion ofthe deuills 
ſpoiles, andinſtruments of fin. Theſe and dis 
ers other fruits were not the effes of his 
great wit ,-profound learning , and natiiralſ> 
cloquence , wherein notwithitanding he was 
eminent ; but of the Spirit of God, which has 
uing poſleſſed his ſoule , made vic of him as 


-of a moſt fit inſtrument for the faluation of 


men. And indeed what wonder is it that the 
word of God wasin his mouth like a burning 
torch(asthe Scripture ſpeaketh of the Prophet 
Elias) ſecing that he hicſclf was 4 man of fire, 
all 'inflamed with the loue of God and zcale 
of ſoules ? this teltimonic a worthie man and 
great preacher of his owne order gaue him : 
who preaching at the ſame time with Saint 
Bernardin , but with far leſle fruit ; and being 
demanded the reaſon of ſo greata difference, 
ſecing they were equall in naturalll talents, 
anſwered : we are both of ws, coales : but friat 
Bernardin is & fierey gloing coale : T am only 
Yarme and bot; and 4 coale that is but hot hath 
not the wertwe to kindle others , as 4 burning 
coale hath, The tame of his preaching and ſaf- 
Qity was ſo great that in what place ſocuer 
a. Ee, and 
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and at whatſocuer time he was to gut 
tradeſemen ſhut vp their ſhops , and euery 
bodie elſe their houſes to be at his ſermon : 
many would. come thirty miles for to hearc 
him : and divers betimes in the morning 
before day tooke vp their place and expected 
him in the Church. And thoſe countreys 
which could net cnioy the benefit of hea- 
ring him preach , made earneſt ſuit to get his 
ſermons and writings ,which were publiſhed 
through out all Spain, France, England, Ire- 
land, Scotland, Germanic, Hungarie, Cyprus, 
Afia , Greece , and ſeucrall countteys of the 
Eaſt , to the incredible benefit of the Chriſ- 
tian world. Yet this generall applauſe where- 
with he was followcd could not hinder ſome 
enuious and malicious men from flande ring 
him ,and cuen acculing him to the Pope, who 
at that time was Martin the fift.'The holy man 
had 2 pious cuſtome about the end of his 
ſermon to ſhew vato the people the moſt ſa- 
cred name of Je/us,molt curiouſly ſet out.1n 
a table with golden charaQters,and enuironed 
withthe ſun-beames, the better for to moue 
and ſtir vp his auditors to deuotion and ve- 
neration of 1t: and all the people vpon their 
knees did homage and reuerence vnto it, 
This was interpreted amifle by ſome ; who 
alſo cauilled at ſome words and propoſitions 
which he vicd in perſwading this deuotion. 
His holines being intormed of theſe com» 
plaints ſent for Bernardin and filenced him 
for 3 while : and he as a dutifull child of the 
Church did moſt meekly obey : all his writ- 
ings were read and fifted by moſt learned 
devines , and himſelf rigorouſly examined 
concerning his dot r1n and pradiiſes : and be- 
ing found to be {ound in faith , and an irie- 
prehenfible preacher of the word of God,he 
was diſmiſled with great con:mendation and 
praiſe by his holines: who gauc him his Bee 
nediqion,and an ample commiſſion to preach 
in any place: with leaue to carrie about him, 
and expoſe to the people the Venerable Na- 
me of Fe/#s,driawne outin the manner afore- 
ſaid. 

His bumility was very great, for there ne- 
ver appearcd in his words, aftions, vr beha- 
viour the leaſt ſfigne of oſtentation or vanity. 
Thoſe who did not know him , iudging of 
him according to the ſimplicity and meaneſle 
that appeared 1a his carriage , tooke him to 
be otno great wit or learning : ſo dexterouſly 
did he hide and conceale the rare parts and 
talents which God had giuen him. And what 
account he made of this vertue ,appeared by a 
paſſage between him and a certain brother 
of his order : for in 4 ſpiritvall conference 
when the brother demanded of him bowv one 
might ſoone arriue to the perfeflion of 4 ſpiri- 
tuall life , and dayly increaſe in all wertue 


inſteed of anſwering by words,Saint Bernar- 


din proſtrated himſelf at his ſeete : thereh 
giving to vndezſtand that wholoeuer aſpire 
to the height of perfeion, muſt lay a ſw and 


ſolid fundation of humility. Whercin he vw Y' 


ſo ſetled , that he could by no m 
drawne fiom the low and _ rongs 
poore Religious man, and be eleuatedto te 
dignity of a PreJat,He was ineleQion ofthy 
ſeverall citys, to wit of Vibine, Feraa, wy 
Siena, and yet would never agree tobe choſ 
Biſhop. And once as he was kneeling befor 
Pope Eugenius, his Holines put amitre ypcy | 
his head, but he humbly begped rbat be Je 
not wnge it vpon him , pretending that if ty 
Yere tied to that dignity , be could not ſo freeh 
and largely imploy himelf in the belpe of og: 
les. Every morning before he would tre 
with his neighbour, he ſpent at leaſt one ho 
ure in prayer and conuerfaticn with God; 
during which time no bodie of what dignity 
or quality ſoeuer he were , even though he | 
were Prince or King, could have acceſle ynty 
him: for by that communication with God 
he got to be ſo powerfull with men, Hewa 
asked once by one of his companions, what 
was the way to preach profitably andto gaine 
many ſoules : and he made this anſwer: tefan 
all your at7ions ſjecke the kinzdom of God ml 
bis glory : and airef? all that you do to bis bv- 
nour aud praiſe : perſeuer in true buthah 
charity , and what you aeſire to teach othen, 
pratliſe it firſt yourſelf: and by this meanesthe 
boly Ghoſt vill teach you interiourh all tut 
that hall be neceſsarie for you and others hun 
Jou are to preach to : and Will gine you/uchd 
toungue and wiſdom ,that no aduerſar) vill i 
able to land againſt you. This counlcll the 
Bleſſed man tooke to himelt : and therefore 
in his mouth the Word of God Vas as fire, aud 
as 4 hammer breaking 4 rock, In 3 general 
councill , at which many Grectans wete pts 
ſent, Saint Bernardin , moued with zcale,d- 
ſired very much to preach vato them, and 
explicate ſome articles otthe Catholicktaith 
which they had difficulry to belecue. But what 
ſhould he do ? for he could not ſpeak their 
language : nor they ynderitand his, He coor 
mendeth himſelf by prayer to Almighty God, 
who communicated all languages to the 4 
poſtles , and goes intothe pulpit : aud pres 
ches in greeck as readily and accuratly 3 
if it bad bin his native tongue. when he 
ended his ſermon,the Grecians came to col 
gratulate with him for his sKill in their lane 
guage : but he giuing all honour to God, 
conteſſed his ignorance , and that now 
knew no more one word ofgreek. When he 
preached in a Church he would haye aa 
and women to be ſeparated, and agreat all 
to hang betwixt them, that not being 2b | 
to looke vpon one an other , they might 
mote attentiue to the ſermon. It w_— 
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at Siena that 4 young gallant put him- 
(in 2 place, where he might haue a view 


| _ women. Saint Bernardin ſweetly ad- 
x, iſhed him tO fit downe among the men: 


yhich be v1 impudently refuſed to do. Then 
the Saint ſpOKe aloud voto him and ſaid :y0# 
yng man that ſand ih:1e ſo boldly and impu- 
kath gh Fenng in cloth of gold, T do much 
vaſt that you w:#l come to A vretchedend. And 
(git iell out, for not long after, he was exe- 
-uted 28 3 thief and vilan at Ancona, There 
yas 2 great diſſention at Peroule ,a city in 
Ketroria : which the Saint hearing of went 
hither to compoſe it : and exhorting the peo» 
topeace and concord, ſpoke in this manner 
mothew: a/mighty God jeeing this debate and 
bſention 62g You bich 1s big bly aſp teaſing 
vo hum , bath ſent me as his «Angell , for to 
lime and publich wpon earth peace to men 
0d xi] :and after this , made foure ſer- 
nons for to perſwade them to forgiue one 
te other , and come to an agreement, In the 
1& of which ſermons he vicd theſe words : 
oeyer are of 4 good Will , and do defire to 
le peace and quiet 11th their neigbbours,let 
tw come to the 11ght fide © but thoje Who 4 
W follow my counſel , but ſtill parſemcer in their 
uaur and batred let them goto the leſt : and 
peſently all the aſſembly locked to the right 
kod of the Preacher : only one powertull 
hut peruerſe young wan with his ſeruants, 
loodmoſt obſtinatly at the lett fide , mutte= 
between the teeth and grudging greatly 
a the Saints words , and lighting his good 
ad wholſom counicll. Saint Bernardin be- 
talding him ſo proud and retraftorie , ſpoke 
thus vato him :/o 904 are the only man Who 
Wremain ſtill on this ſine, and do moſt perem- 
jimh refuſe to obey the orders Yhich God [en- 
leh this people by my mouth ; but 1 do Yarne 
Wagon in the Name of God to pardon and 
jugive all jn11911e5 Ybatſoener you take to haue 
ka dan to yourſelf or any of yours; and vith the 
ito remuue to the right hand, and in caſe you 
W ſrl be Zubborn and not obey, aſſure yours 
ji Ju thall never return bome aliue, The 
Wudent man laughed at his Prophefie, and 
lad that none tut fooles would beleewe him or 
# bm. But he found by fad experience what 
ngerous thing it is to refiit the Meſſen- 
K's and miniſters of God : lecing that God 
th clteeme the aftront done to them as don 
v himſelf , and puniſheth it accordingly : as 
Iappened to this miſerable man : who ta- 
8 00 notice of the Saints words went 
ards ,and as he put his foot vpon the 
bold ot his dore, died moſt vnfortunatly 
Vithout the, Sacraments of the Church. at 
*Ume there raped A n.olt cruell and bloo- 
lſleonion in Italy between the two fa&ti- 
the Guelh and Gibillin1 : that it the 
«5 of hell had bin l1ct loole , they could 


| not hauc don greater miſchiefe , nor ſpoiled 
and ravaged the countrey more by fire and 
ſword:no man can expreſſe how much blood 
and how barbarouſly it was fpilt. Not only 
different Princes and ſtates were at warte 
but citys and townes belonging to one and 
the ſame dominion, banded one againſt an 
other :and within the ſame walls there were 
moſt deadly enmitics. Brothers ſought the 
lite of their brothers, fathers of their children: 
and ſonns vaunted themſelues as ofan a& of 
prowefſle, to have killed their Parents : the 
neetcſt allies, andthoſe that betore had bin 
the deareſt trends, did teare and pull one an 
other jn peeces , as wolucs arc wont to doin 
greateſt hungar. But all this fire was extin- 
guiſhed, this furic allayed, theſe difſeations 
and diſagreements compoled by the indultrie, 
efficacie, and moſt deuine eloquence ot Saint 
Bernardin : who alſo at the fame time rooted 
out an other moſt ſacrilegious ſuperſtition 
which was then far ſpread aboutltaly, ofdea« 
-ling and conlulting with the deuill for the 
kncwlege of future cuents,or findingand re- 
covering of ſuch things as were lolt. infine 
the blefied man was ſent by God to that age 
and that part of the world for to be a heauenly 
tiompet , i ſouerain preacher of the Goſpell, 
an induſtrious labourer for to dreſle the vince 
yard of the Church; and ridd it of briars and 
brambles:a living ſpring of cleare water, a 
fertill ſhower of raine falling ſealonably vpon 
the fields, 2 new ſun which by its heat and 
motion giueth life and health vato the world: 
tor he did not only quicken 1ecular people 
with 4 new ſpirit, but alſo reformed many 
Religious that were fallen trom their primi- 
tive teruor, And did wonderfully dilate his 
owne order, for when he tooke the habit,the- 
re were but twenty Conuents of it in Italy : 
andabout two hundred Religious of that Pro» 
feſion in all : and before he died he left more 
then two hundred and fifty Conuents , and 
abouec five thouſand Religious. And God did 
chooſe him tor to renew by his rare ſanity 
and prudence the holy order ot his &lefled 
Father Saint Francis , and toreſtore it to its 
ancient luſter of piety and feruor in the devine 
ſeruice : and for this deſigne he wade him be 
eleqed Miniſter and Vicar Generall of alltte 
Conuents in Italy. 

The armes ofthis bleſſed mans varfare vere 
not carnall : tut mighty to God wnto the deſt1u- 
Hion of munitions , deſtroying counſels and all 
loſtines extolling it ſelf againſt the knowlege of 
God:tor he ſpared no power that oppoledulelt 
againſt piety and vertye: but with an vndaun- 
ted courage he withſtood and conntrojled 
Princes in behalfe and defence of the glorie 
ot God. The Duke of Milan came to that 
keight of arrogancy that he would be hono« 


red in a manner like God.Saint Bernatdin very 
freely 


— 
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freely and publikly reprehended his infolency, 
even when the Duke himſelf was preſent at 
the ſermon, who being there vpon highly dit- 
pleaſed, ſent him word thatit ſhould coſt him 
his life, if be ever ſpoke ſo again. In the next 
ſermon the holy man told the people whata 
mefſage bad bin tent hu, and bow grateful 
the newes was unto kim for that be deſired 20+ 
thing more then to looſe bis life for ſpeaking 
#ruth : and then inucighed ſbarply againſt the 
ſame vice , exhottivg the people to feare and 
honour God , and not to bumenr Trinces, When 
they demanded what could not ſtand with the 
deuine law. Which confidence of his did ſo 
daunt the Puke that he durſt never aſter 
trouble him : but yet to trye whcther he 
could be corrupted, tent him a golden boule 
with five hundred ducats of gola1n it ;, which 
though the Saint reicfed with 4 great veale 
of indignation,thcDuke commandcd it ſhould 
be again preſented him with much, inticatic 
to admit of it. They that carrycd it, did ſo 
preſſe the Saint , that when be law there was 
no end, rifing vp he bad them tollow him;and 
going directly to the priſon, where divers WE- 
re detained for debt, examined euery one how 
much the did owe, and paid it withthe Dukes 
mony which was ſufficient to fett them all 
free, exce ting two : and theſe two did ſo 10- 
portune the bic ſed man to get themallo their 
liberty, that he promiſed them that if be could 
not otherwiſe heipe them he wouldremaine there 
priſoner in their place : which did to mcue the 
people to compaſſion, that they diſcharged 
their debts and treed them. In the meane while 
the Duke not ſecing his mony to be brought 
him back again, thought ke had got an aduan- 
tage over Beinarcin, and jaic to hisCountiets: 
this friar giueth out that he aeſpiſeth and caretb 
not for mony: but Ye (nd it now to be otherWviſe, 
But When he vndertiood tow the gold was 
beſiowed, be conceived a high etteeme ot his 
SanGiity . and ever after reverencedand ref- 
peficd bim as an Apoſtolicall man and true 
ſeruant of God. 
A certain noble man that had ſerued the 
Duke ot Milan 4 long time in the wars, and 
had liued_an innocent and chaſt lite , came 
to Saint Bernardin , and asked of him, whether 
it Yould be more auailable to bis [aluaticn to 
bola on the conrſe be had begun , aad Jerue his 
Prince faithfully ; or elſe to become a Religions 
man :the Saint replyed : without queſtion, Sir, 
y0u will prouide better for your jaiuation by 
ſerning the king of Heauen then by any ſeruice 
90x can do to an earthly Frince, With thele 
words the man being forcibly moved , caſt 
himſeltat the feet ot the Saint ; and beſought 
him to admitt him into S. Francis his Order, 
Saint Bernardin bauing well examined him, 
ut the holy tabit vpon him, and in touching 
ho head with his ſacred hands cait ſugha hcat 


_ 


| 


| 


| fore giuing many thanks to Almighty God 


| 


of deuotion into his ſoule,that it redounded 


into his bodie: for his head, bands,armes and 
the vpper part of his bodie as far as his hat 
ſeemed to melt away with fire. God was ple 
ſed to teſtifie the Sanity , and confirme the 
doctrin of his ſeruant with greatand irequent 
wiracles : amenpg which it is recorded that he 
raiſed foure dead men to life. He had preached 
a Lent in a Certain City tothe wonderfull fa 
ticfaction and jpiritvall fiuit of the people: 
and at his departure from thence all theinks 
bitants almoſt accompanied him vnto the 
= of the towne : and whiiſt they were 
there taking leauc and demanding his bleſ. 
ing: an vniuly oxc affrighted withſo great 
multitude of.people runreth amongſt them 

and w ounideth a certain youthſo pit1fully that 
he was thought to be dead. This madea oreat 
conſternation: for all cryed cut that thaewy 
one killed. The blefied man was much afflied 
at it, and ſaid: all the good which God bath wre- 
ught for ſome Weckes in the city, the denill goth 
about to deſtroy in an boure. And then he came 
to the place whcre the dead wan lay: and 
lifting vp his eyes to heaven made the ligne 
of the holy Crofie vpen him , and ſaid take 
bim wp: for he is whole and ſound. Andpreſers 

tly he ood vpon his leggs and ailed nothing, 

A pcore man fick of the leproſie, wholefecte 

were moſt pitifully (wolne ard full of vicers, 

begged of Saint Bernardin a pair of ſhooes, 

who preſently gaue him his owne, and went 


bimfelf bare toot. When the poore man had 


walked a while in them, he found them(ull, 
as he thought , of litle gravell ſtones, that 
troubled him and kwt his feet ; but putting 
them of, he perceiued that it was nothing ell 
but 4 hard drie fcuiffe like the (calesot hihes, 
which'was fallen into his ſhoces : and tound 
himſelf cured in his feete and leges, Where- 
he puttcth on his ſt:oocs again, and goethon 
his way, But .not long aiter be was troubled 
as betore , and pulling of his ſhoocs ſhaketh 
out of them the like cates, and was whole 
and found as high as his midle. Wherevpon 
being exceedingly ouer ioyed, and commend- 
ing bimſclt to the merits of friar Bernardin, 
he continueth his iourney;but had not gonlar, 
when he was forced to pull ofbis ſhooesthe 
third tune : which wete as full of ſcales as bes 
fore : but all his bodice was as cleane and he 
althſull as 1f it had never bin infc&ed. Then 
he turned back to the towne, whence he had 
bin diiven away not long before , and moſt 
gratefully acknowledged the fauour which 
God bad don him by the merits of Saint Bete 
nardin, The ſeruant of God going once to 
preach was to Crofle a river , and deſired 
the ferrie man to paſſe him over for Gods fake, 
for he had no money to giue him:and withall 


told him that all the city expetied him fot 6 
; fans 


ff 3 of & VT of © XD OY mem 


at 


a8: the couetous churll anſwered , that 


_ {ht 1 not the fraught he sbould not enter 
har ' FE bonte : and that it imported him little 
ple her there were any Jermon to be that day 


40, Hereupon the Saint turning to his com+ 
- 00 aked him if he bad full confidence in 


bu Gl,ges father , ſaith the triar. eAnd can you 
iched initate faith Saint Bernardin , What you sball 
Ill fas ae itand when be anſwered that be conld, 
ople: I th Saint ſpreads his cloack vpon the water, 
inka- Y ol going vpoP it kneeles downe : and his 
the compayion doth the like. And in this manner 
were their knees, with their eyes and hands 
ble Þ lied vp to heauen they were carried ypon 
reatz Y te cloke over the water, and came to the 
hem her fide before the boote was come halt 


tha x,tothe great aſtoniſhment ofthe paſlcn- 
oreat x520d of thoſe that ſtood on each fide of 
eh | (river - and neither they nor the cloke 
wyett.In the city of Aquila there is 4 ſtreet 


f 

wn ichtaketh its name from the holy Croſle, 
zorth lere our bleſſed Lady is particularly hono» 
ame I id: here Saint Bernardin had a ſermon in 
2nd ſe ofthat euer glorious virgin : at which 
igne I wu preſent Alfonius King of Arragon and 
take ky , with many great Princes and Du- 
ſen Y 1s, andan infinit multitude of people. His 
0g, txt was out of the twelf of the Apocalips: 
keete lput fiene appeared in beawen : A Woman clo- 
cer, MW td With the /unne , and the moone wnder ber 
zoes, WM (: and on ber bead 4crovne of ttvelue ftarrs, 
year WY Nhich words he did fitly apply to the Queen 
bad MW dbeven, and interpreted the twelue ftarrs 


ut, MW oh a5 many rare vertues and priuileges 
Wiewith ſhe was adorned. And when he 


that 
ting WY vecyplicatiog the firſt tarre,there appeares 
ele WW acrkis bead, whilſt the ſunne was ſhining 


hes, biphte, 2moſt fair and beautifull ſtarre,bla- 
wp out its brightnefle cuen aboue the ſun- 
cre» WW *the beames whereof did fo cauiron the 


God I %int that he fcemed to be in glorie. This 
100 kppened not long before his pretious death, 
bled I adcertainly did toretell it.For that great ſize 
cth WW Ni appeared in beazen , the admirable and 
iole WW *aaparable Virgin Mother , ſhining and 
pon wang with vnipeakable charity , did by 


nd. Wt giſtering ſtarre giue the world to yn- 


lin, and that this ſeruant of God , and her 
far, *all Client, being A.true patern of a Reli- 
the I 52usand fpicituall life, and an excellentmir- 


be» Y * ofall vertues , was ſoone to quitt our 
hes Rr world for to be exalted and crowned 
hen Yi infinit gloric in heauen : which was 
had I ®firmedwith no lefſe a wonder atterwards: 
oft I Fir lohn Capiſtranus , who was then 
ich brterall of the order of the Franciſcans, be- 
> © Biol (wherePope Eugenius imployed 
to iN Matters of great concern for the good 
ied I te Church) hearing of the death of Saint 


ke, bemardin , made all haſt to Aquila for to | 


hall | a t informations of his life and miracles 
T: AGrto his Canonization 3 and whilſt he | 


"hs 
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} was wholy taken vp with theſe pious cares 
and labours, the ſame ſtarre appeared again 
at midday ; which wondertully confirmed the 
good Generall in the hopes he had to ſpeed 
in thoſe intentions : and the next day taking 
his iourncy to Rome for to proſecute the 
bulines , and negotiat it with his Holines , 
the ſtarre went before him , and lead him on 
in his way , like that Rarre which formerly 


| condutted theSages toBethleem. He had fore. 


knowlege of his death by a reuelation , and 
ſpoke otit in his laſt fermon. And not long 
atter talling ſick, he was caryed, as he deſired, 
to Aquila in Abruzzo, into a Convent of his 
order : where being deſpaired of by phyſici- 
ans , he armed himſelf with all rites of the 
holy Church ; and perceauing that his time 
did draw nere, he made a ligne (for he could 
not ſpeake for weakneſle) to be taken out 
of his bed ,aud layd vpon the floore; where 
lifting vp his cycs to hcauea , he rendred his 
bleſſed ſoule into the hands of his moſt boun« 
titull Creator and ſweet Redeemer , on the 
twentieth of May, in the yeare one thouſand 
foure hundred fourty foure , vpon the Eue 
of the Aſcenſion of our Lord Jeſus into he- 
auen , whilſt the Religious 1n the quire 
were finging that Antiphone before Magni- 
ficat, Pater mani{cſiaui Nomen tuum homini- 
bus ,quos dediſti mibi : nunc autempro tis rogo 
non pro munio : quia ego ad te vade. eAlleluis. 
Father F baue manifeſted your Name to men, 
Whom you baue ginen me : now Tpray for them, 
not for the World: becauſe F come unto you eAl- 
leluta. The Magilſtrats tooke the ſacred Bodie 


| out of the litle and narrow Church of tHe 


Franciſcans and carryecd it to the Cathedrall, 
there to be publickly expoſed and reuerenced 
by an infinit wultitude of people, who re- 
ſorted thither from all places, being moued as 
well by the fame of his ſanity , as by the 
many mizacles which were then wrought by 
bim., But 4 jmoſt remarkable miracle was 3 
reconciliation and peacc which was on 4 ſod» 
daine made among the citizens : who were 
before at variance : and great ſeditions were 
feared. Aſter ſome days the holy Corps was 
brought back vnto his Conuent,and kept for 
4 whule in a Chapell fenced withiron grates, 
and garded with a watchday andnight vatill 
a bandiome ſhrine could be areſied for it. 
Thus it lay two and twenty days, and recre- 
ated all with4 moſt ſweete ſauour : and the 
deuotion of the people was ſo great that eue- 
ry day ſeemed to be holy and teſtivall. But J 
donotknow vpon what occaſion the former 
difſention broke out again, and |the people 
being offended with the nobility and Magi» 
ſtrats, violently apprehended moſt of them 
and caſt them intoa common iayle : andtheir 
diſguſts mounted to that height, that not per- 


mitting them to ſpeake or anſwer for them- 
Vuuu {clues 
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ſelues; apainſt all order and equity , without 
the leaſt colour of Iuſtice, they gaue ſenten 


MA Y. ce againſt their Lords and Rulers , and con- 


demned them to be publickly executed like 
rogues in the market place by the common 
hangman. It was a wofull ſpectacle, The pri- 
me gentlemen and gouernours of the city 
were brought vnto the place of execution, 
they knelt downe, their eyes were covered, 
and the hangman had now liſted vp his ſword 
to let it fall downe vpon the rieck of him 
that was the firſt in the rapk : when on the 
ſodain there was heard the voice of a child 
crying out moſt feartully in the aire 2 hold, 
and shed not innocent Hood: hut go to the Con- 
went of the Franciſcans , and there you 1hall be 
ſatisfied.'The murinous people wer call ſtruck 
with amazement : the headſman , as he was 
bidden , withdraws his band , raifeth vp the 
Magiſtrats, yet keepes them faſt bound that 
that they way not eſcape and gett away. They 
allgo to the Franciſcans, enterthe Chappell, 
where Saint Bernardins Bodic was kept ina 
woodden cheſt : and ſec blood to run out of 
his noſtrells in ſo great plenty , that wates 


flowethnot more abundantly trom two foun- | 


taines. the garments and cloths which he was 
wrapt in were all bloodie , the cheſt was fo 
full of blood that the bodie did; ſwim in it ; 
and it bublcd vp with that force that it lifted 
vp the cover of the cheſt. This mitigated the 
fury of the people , and preſently with all 
bumility and deuotion they demanded par- 
don of God and mercy by the interceſſhon 
and merits of the Saint, Pope Nicolas the fift 
canonized him for a Saint few yeares alter 


his death. And in the yeare one thouſand 


foure hundred ſeauenty , ſcauen Sixtus the 
fourth permitted his bodie to be tranſlated 
into 2 fair Church which thoſe of Aquila 
built zn his honour rogether with aMonaitery 
of Franciſcan Friars, where 1t is yet kept in 
a caſe of Chryſtall , which very tew are per- 
mitted to ſee: and that calc 1s incloſed in a 
coſtly ſhrine of ſilver curiouſly wrought:and 
that again ſhutvp in an iron cheſt well lockt, 
PopeAlexander the feaucnth bath lately com- 


manded his feaſt to be kept as a Semiduble 


through out the whole Church. His lite was 
writcn by one of his owne order,and related 
by Surius on the twentieth of May. The Ro- 
man Martyrologe maketh mention of him, 
and Baronius in hisnotes vpon it ,alſo Saint 
Antoninus, andothers, 


AEST 
WAR 


piety and denotion, and for to acknowlege 
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PEEP TPEESI EIT ron, 


JHE LIFE OF SAINT 
VRBAN , Pope and Martyr, 


, Aint Viban Pope and Martyr was 
: I born at Rome , and was ſonne of 
Pontianus, He ſucceded Saint Cas 


lixtus in Saint Peters chaire, He 
was a very holy wan, and of a moſt amiable 
and ſweete converfaticn, and by his exem- 
plar life and Apoſtolicall preaching he con. 
uverted at Rome to the faith of Chriſt a great 
number of citizens and gentlemen ; amon 

whom was Valerian , Saint Cecllies ſpoulc 
with his brother Tiburtivs, whom the boly 
Prelat baptized , and encouraged to die con- 
ſtantly for Chriſt, He dedicated the kouſe of 
Saint Cecily to our Lord, and made 3Chuwch 
of it, There is extant an Epiſtle of his full of 
admirable dodtrin , out of which are coiled 
ſome decrees. At hee times the faith(yll be 
ſtowed their goods and poſſeſſions vpon the 
CEurch for the ſervice of God , and maintes 
nance of the clergic and the poor : Saint 
Vrban commanded that thoſe meanes ſhoull 
be put to no other vſes; appointing grecuous 


. Penalties to thoſe who ſhould wrong the 


Church of her goods, hich are, ſaith ke.tht 
of erings of the faithfull , the ranſom of /inus, 
and patrimony of the poore. And becaule fone: 
times the pelleflions and imn; oveable £00ds 
belopging to the Church vſed tobe ſold for 
the relict of the poore; he ordained thateuet 
aſter the revenews only and rents ſkould be 
imployed in thoſe charitable vſes : and that 
the lands and poſſeſſions ſhould not be alie 
nated, but conſtantly remaine tothe Church, 
to be as it were a continuall and cuer flow 
ing fountain for the maintenance of theMi- 
ſters of the Church,and comfort cf the poore 
and needie. He commanded that no excom- 
municated perſon ſhould be choſen Biſhop 
although the ſentence of excommunication 
had not in all reſpeRs bin iuſt : and that the 
faithfull after Baptiſmc ſhould reccauethe $a 
crament iof Confirmation from the hands of 
the Biſhop. He was the firſt that had patines, 
chalices , and other veſlells of filuer, for the 
ſeruice of the Altar , and adminiſtration 
the holy Sacrifice of Maſle, And then the Saint 
had chalices and vellels for the vic c the 
Church not only of filuer but alſo ofgoldand 
pretious ſtones, which the faithſull Chriſtians 
offered vnto our Lord in teſtimony of their 


that 
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tfocuer men do eſteeme to be moſt 

i" hw , ought to be imployed in the 
" of our Lotd God who created all 
os:for all are his guifts and do belong 
him. Pope Yrban ſat in Saint Peters 

aire fix yeares, ſcauen months and foure 
4ys: and bauing laboured hard and ſuffered 
auch for the Church of God, he was appre- 
tended by commandment of Almachius Go- 
':nour: and when he had bin ſcourged in a 
ell manner with whipps armed with plum- 
mets of lead , was at length beheaded : and 
tis bodie was expoſed to beaſts and birds of 
iey, But one Marmeniaa holy Matron with 
ter daughter L976 tcoke it vp, and gauec 
: buriall in theChurch yard of Pretextatus in 
ie way Appia» His Martyrdom was on the 
je 20d twentieth of May in the yeare of our 
Load two hundred thirty three :and in the 
nth yeare of Alexander Seuerus, For alth- 
wphthis Emperour was nonc of the ſworn 
nemies of Ieſus Chriſt , and raiſed no 
rew perſecution againſt his Church : for he 
kept the image of Chriſt our Redeemer in 
lis doſſet or priuat chapell among the ſtatues 
d his falſe Gods : yet ſome of his. miniſters of 
kiein whom he put great truſt, were fierce 
ad cruel ennemies of Ieſus Chritt and his 
colſe , and endeauoured vtterly to aboliſh 
Chriſtian Religion, Saint Vrban gaue holy 
orders hue times in the month of December, 
and made nine Prieſts, hue Deacons , and 
ht Biſhops, Saint Damaſus , and other A u+ 


thors of the lives of the Popes haue writen of | 


int Vrban : and mention is made of him 
0 the Roman Martyrologe ,and in thoſe of 
kede, Vſuardus, and Ado.Baronivs allo trea- 
Kt) of hico in h's Notes vpon the Maityro 
bye. and 1n the ſecond tome of his Annalls, 
pye thice hundred filty fix. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
ELEVTHERIVS Pofe , and Martyr, 


Fa, Wenty days after the death of 
{g Þ/)5 Saint Soter Pope, was choſen in 
*& bis place Elcutherius, who was 
J} born at Nicopolis in Grece, He 
Ea was 3 Deacon , and Diſciple ;of 
int Anicetus Pope. In his time the Church : 
moyedſome litle calme and tranquillity,be- 
aletheinvincible {quadron ot valiant ſoul- 
5and glorious Martyss of Chriſt, by their 


{N 
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Saint Vrban Pope, and Martyr. 


gained the harts of many gentils : and withall 


3) G 


the exemplar life and hcauenly doarin of ha«. ——* 


ly Popes , accompanied with the miracles 
which God wrought in all parts ofthe wortd 
in teſtizony of the truth of the Chriſtian 
faith, had greater force and power to plant 
and dilate it , then all the fury of tyrants had 
to oppicile and extinguilh it. By meanes of 
this calme,theChurch of God did wonderfully 
increaſe and multiplie : and at Rome diverſe 
gentlemen and Senators, being wearie of the 
ſuperſtition of theic ſottiſh deities , and des 
telting the crueltic of the Emperors , b 
the doftrin and preaching of Elcutherius 
adwitted the light of the Goſpell , and were 
conuerted vato our Lord. Nor was our 
holy faith thus ſpread only at Rome , but 
allo in otaer Provinces and Kingdoms it 
diſcovered its bright rays and ſplendor. But 
moſt particularly jn Britany ( which is now 
called England) for king Lucius hauing yne 
derſtood of the holines of life and miracles 
of the Chriſtians , and that by their prayers 
the Emperor Marcus Aurelius had obtained 
a moſt fignall vitorie ouer the Marcomanni, 
people of the higher Germani,for which cau- 
le he vied them civilly, and permitted them 
to live according to their owne law:hearing 
alſo that many of the prime nobiliy of Rome 
demanded Baptiſme , and ſought to be enrol- 
led among the ſouldiars of Iclus Chriſt , for 
to ſetue vnder his colours : was touched and 
enlightned by our Lord to follow the ſame 
proteſſion : and notwithſtanding there were 
ſeuerall Do@ors and Biſhops nere at hand, 
in France and bther neighbouring places of 
whom' he might haue asked to be intirudted; 
he ſent a ſolemn embaſlic of principall men, 
whereof the chief were Eluineand eMednrne, 
two great Pceres of his Relme, ynto Pope 
Eleutherius, for that he knew him to be 26+ 
bead, the father, oud univerſal Paſtor of faith- 
fall Chriſtian: : tor to begge of him that he 
would be pleaſed to ſend ſome. for to teach, 
baptize , and make Chriſtians , himſelf , his 
Royall family , and all his Kingdom: and by 
this meanes would acknowlege them for his 
ſheepe, belonging to the flock and told of Ie- 
ſus Chriſt. The good Pope receaucd this Em-+ 
baſſie with incredible,ioy : and for to grant 
and performe completly what was defired of 
hint ,he ſent into Britanie F#gatizs and Do- 
zatius ( whom moit Authors call Damanus) 
worthic perſons and proper for that great 
enterpriſe , for to inſtru& King Lucius ad 
bis Relme in the myſteries of our holy faith, 
and to regenerat them in:Chriſt, by the ſoue- 
rain water of holy Baptiſme, They obeyed 
willingly ,' and did all according to Saint E- 
leutherius his-order and defire. And the King 
was baptized , and became a Saint : and as 


Unſtancy in torments had conquered ani ' 


ſuch he is regiſtred in the Roman Martyro- 
; loge 
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Saint Eleutherius 
loge on the third of December : and his king- 
dem reccaued and profeſſed publickly the 
faith and law of Icſus Chriſt. «47d this is the 
fiſt nation and kingdom in all the Yorld,Which by 
puablick decree, generall order, and common conſent 
of the inhabitants , made j1of:fſicn of Chriſtian 
Religion : —_ at that time there were 
very many Chriſtians in Spaine , France, and 
othcr countreys and Provinces. This conuer- 
fion of King Lucius happened in the yeare 
one hundred fourſcore and three , according 
to Baronivus. There were in this Iland before 
it was taught the faith of Chriſt , two and 
twenty Flamines,three eArchiflamines ( for ſo 
the Gentills called their Prietis and high Pri- 
eſts ) who renounced their ſuperſtition , and 
were likewiſe converted : in their place the 
Saints Fugatius andDamianvus inſtituted chat 
there ſhould be conſecrated two and twenty 
Biſhops, and three Archbiſhops, which they | 


_ diſtributed about the land appointing to eue- 


ry one his Chuich and hisdiſtri&,that ſo the 
young and new conuerted Chriſtians might 
not want Paſtors for to govern and dire& 
theta in watters of the tive Religion :ſcein 
that the idolatrous Flamines were ſo nl 
before in teaching them the rites and cere- 
monies of worſhipping 'falſe Gods, | 
By occaſion of the _ peace and quiet 
which the Church had from tyrants and per- 
ſecutors, there aroſe certain hercticks for to 
molcſt and trouble it : as the Valentinians, 
Marcioniſts , Scucrians , and ſuch like mon- 
ſters ; whom Saint Eleutherius valiantly re- 
fiſted : and was much helped in tte combat 
by Saint Irenevs, Diſciple of Saint Polycarp, 


who was afterwards a glorious Biſtop and 


Martyr, and Saint Papias, Diſciple of the A- 
poſtles. For Irencus being then 2 Prieſt came 
to Rome, whither be was ſent by the Church 
of Lycns in France : and whilſt be abidcd 
there, wrig againſt the hereticks, and diſputed 
againſt them , as a learned and Apoſtolicall 
man , covfuting their follies by the doctin 
and tradition which he bad receaucd from 
the Apoſtles. And after returning to Lions 
was made Biſhop, andat lengthcrowned with 
a glorious Martyrdom. And becaulc ſome of 
theſe bereticks did teach that God created di- 


| werſe things that Were naught and exill , and 


that ſome meates Were not to be eaten for that 
rea/or Saint Eleutherivs commanded that noze 
thonld refuſe any kind of meate won that ſcore, 
and Yith that ſuperſtition , ſeeing that God cre» 
ated all creatures good , and mane all mitates 


for the wſe of man : not but that it is lawfull 


and veiy laudable to abſtaine fiom daintie 


and delicate fare, for to mortiftic and ſubdue 
the fleſhand its licoriſh appetit : nor but that 
weare bound to obey the holy Church when 
itccmmands vs to abſtaine from certain mea» 
tes vpon falting days : but not to refuſe any « 


Pope, and Martyr. 


atures of Almighty God, who mad | 
good. This holy Pope ordained ale heeÞ 
Prieſt ſhould be depoſed, vnleſlc he Wcre y X 
fore legally conuitted of ſome great oberg 
which deferued that puniſkment : nite 
none that was abſent ſhould be condemned 
but, ſhould firſt be heard and Permitted 
ſpcake for himſelf: ſecing Chit owt,” 
d1d not condemne Tudas, nor barte himfron 
the Foly communion (though he knew full 
well who he was) becauſe hisfin wasnotie 
knowne to others, He gave orders tice 
the month of December , at which he made 
twelue Prieſts, eight Deacons , and ffteene 
Biſtops :at length having governed Chih 
Church in all holines ot life fifteen years 
and three and twenty days, he was martyred 
treely cficring vp his lite for:the honour «f 
God and defenſe of his Church, as theancien 
Roman Mattyrologes do teſtifie, though 

do not ſpecify with what kind of Martyrday 
he was crowned. The Chutch keepeth hi 
feaſt on the!fix and twentieth of May, o 
which day he died , in the yeare one hundred 
ninety foure, Of Saint Eleutherivs , belide 
the Authors that write of Popes, all theMy. 
tyrologes make mention : and Cardinall Bz- 
ronius ih his notes: and yet wore at lagein 
the ſecond tome of his Annals , page tyg 
hundred twenty fix. 
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ADOOCTOPEOEIONND 


THE LIFE OF SAINT PHILIP 
Nerius , founder of the Congregation 


of Oratorians. 


—==——. HE Bleſſed Philip Nerius yi 
LP N>} bornat Florence of FrancisNe- 
and Lucrctia Soldy, ipthx 
32 yearc ofour Lord one thouſand 

#7 fve hundred and fifteen, From 

his tender yeares he gaue wanifeſt ſignes df 


| that eminent fanttity , to which the deuine 


Maicſty intendcd aſterwards to raiſe him: fot 
that he was very obedient to his Parents, ve!) 
induſtriousand very patient in his infirmities, 
Even while he was only cleucn veares ol, 
be willingly viſited Churches,and heard Go 
word with great devotion and fingularconr 
tentment. And as for his conucrſation,it wa, 
by reaſon of his reverence and reſpetito his 
Supericurs , his ſweetnes and affability toÞs 


and commonly called Philippus h02%7 geod 
Piikp, 


meate as naturally evill ſeeing that all are re. 


equalls and inferiours, ſo winning and attlze | 
Riue , that he was ſingularly beloved of all; 
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Saint Philip Nerws , Confeſlor. 


he was about cighteen yeares 
ſl Jt == ſent by his haben Saint Ger- 
F. Cam aniathere toliue with his oncle, 

rich merchant , with hopes that he 
1 not only employ himin merchandiſe, 

kt alſo that he would make him hcite of all 
ig goods , for that he had never a child of 


. ”:-ne, But about this time Philip begin- 
oo fee in hisſoule ardent deferes and 


, t incitements perſectlyto follow and 
0 I gittc lefus Chriſt, after be had remained 
ho tere 4 lite while , be departed thence to 
X Rowe, in the yearc one thouſand fhue hun- 
- tedthirty three , where inthe houſe of Ga» 


tatus Caccius3 citizen of Florence he lived 
b exewplarly , that the renowne of his ſan- 
tiy ſpread itſelf to his owne countrey, Or« 

y he did cat only oncea day;and bardly 
auld he be brought te add to bread and 
yatr a few olives , and 4 ſmall quantity of 
lakes, Yea oftentimes he paſſed whole days 
rihout cating any thing at all. His clothing 
wsrery fimple and ordinarie. He frequently 
«ied hicaſelf from all human converſation 
nto4 litle chamber , paſſing whole days and 
zeþttia prayer , ſatiating himſelf there at his 
kale with abundance of ſpirituall delights, 
The wicked enemie of mankind not being 
þkto cadure ſo happie a beginning, began 
ilo on his part to perſecute the holy young 
man in divers manners : and vpon a certain 
@ incited ſocze xude companions to lolicit 
lin to impurity, but his wickcd pretentions 
kypened quite contraric to his expeRation: 
(&t our chaſt Ioſeph immediatly calling to 
wind the force and power of Gods word, to 
nitthat it is 5 þayper the 4 tYo-edged ſword,to 
ke end that he might eſcape out of their 
ads, ſpoke to them with ſuch feruor , of 
une matters, and of the turpitude and ba- 
kiele of fir, that he not only dehuered bim- 
kl , but alſo freed them from the danger 
ley yerein of committing a damnable fin ; 
ud cifſolued their obdured harts intoa holy 


- WmpunCtion. After this , our Loid tothe end 
the I ®t+ might be fitter for the greatſeruices, 
nd ©} * vhich be had defigned him , inſpired him 
-on © *Juebiwſelfto the ſtudy of Philoſophy and 
«of © ty , and he complied with the holy 
"ine lation, tothe end he might better pleaſe 
for I ** &vine Maieſty : and gaue ſuch ſignall 
vey © Pts, amongſt the reſt of his fellow ſtu» 
ties, (ts, of his ſharpwitt and good iudgment, 
od, I} *bc was fingularly admired by all and par. 
zo: I "atly by his maſter, Nor did be render 
oo © linore admirable for his wit , then a- 
43s, I idle for his ſweet and winning conuer- 
his Y , and humble cariage and behaviour. 
obs did his diligence in ſtudies make him 


- Y Bite lealt of his ſpirituall exerciſes and 
J ,8.But as3 truc lover of holy ſolitude, 


Wough in the day time he buſicd himſelt 


in difputes and conferences with other ſecu- 


part of the night in prayer and holy contem- 
plation, And oftentimes would viſit the ſea» 
ven Churches with his 'mind continually e« 
leuated to Almighty God : nor did he ceaſe 
tocatechiſe the poore at Saint Peters or Saint 
Iohn Laterans. He was ſuch 3 louer of holy 
pouerty that he would never reccaue any 
thing trom his frends or kindred. He kept 
nothing in his lutle chamber but i litle bed, 
a few bookes, and a ſhirt which hung againſt 
the wall vpona corde. In hs firſt beginnings 
at Rome he acceptcd of a ſhirt or two from 
his father , by whom he was fingularly be- 
loued. He ſtudiouſly auoided all cares of tran- 
fitorie things , eſpecially of ſuch as might 
concern his allies and kindred.and that which 
was not 2 litle to be admired in this age, he 
was ſo eſtranged from all kind of paſtimes 
and ſuſpected manner of conuerfation, that he 
waspenerally cſtecmed by all that knew him, 
for 4 virgin. In fine after he had made ſo good 
progreſlc in learning that he was held one of 
the beſt ſchollars of his time , being deſirous 
ſtill to approch neerer and ncerer to Ieſus 
Chriſt, whoſe ſweet attrations he continually 
felt in his ſoule, leauing his ſtudies, and felling 
his bookes,he gaue himſcltwholly to prayer, 
being about the age ofthree and twenty ye- 
ares , continually 1n 4 manner lamenting and 
fighing , and ſeparating hiniſelf as much as 
was poſſible from all kind of conucrſation : 
he ſpent whole nights in the Churck-yard of 
Calixtus; and when he was oppreſſed with 
ſleepe, his manner was to repolc in ſome one 
of the porches of the ſeauen Churches, By 
theſe meancs the fire of devine loue did 1o 
vehemently inflame his holy ſoule in i litle 
ſpace of time , that oftentimes proſtrating 
himſeif vpon the ground , he was forced to 
cry out with abundance of teares.Ft is enough 
my deare Lord , it is enough. Withbold 4 litle 
at preſent, F beſeech you , the influences of your 
race. Depart from me Lord , depart from me , 
am 4 mortall man, and am #0t able to endure 
ſuch an abundance of celefiall ſeetnes. F dis 
my deare Lord if you do not ſuccour me and belpe 
me, Wherevpoa our Lord ( as himſelf after- 
wards recounted) did in ſome meaſure remis. 
the violent ſenſible heates of his burning 
loue, to the end, as we belecue ,that he might 
prolong his life for the profit of ſo many ſou- 
les,to which he was to giue ſpirituall lite, by 
his teaching , example, and prayers. Where« 
refore no wonder that being taught by his 
owne experience he was wont to ſay, that 
to one that truly loueth God, nothing can happent 
more greeuwous, more bard , or more ary. 
then life itſelf according to that of Saint Gre- 
gorie and Saint Augufſtia San#i wiri mortem 
in defiderio, (F witam in patieutia babere dis 
-.... NM -. _ 
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lars; yet he would be ſure to ſpend 4 good =— 
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Saint Philip Nerius Confeſlor, 


cunture The defire of holy men is to die ; to be 
content to liue they land in need of patience. 


MAY. This amourovs loucr of Almighty God 
perceauing himſelf tobe called by the ſouc- 
rain Maſter of all to an aQtiue lite , gaue 
himſelf to viſit the fick in hoſpitalls , com- 
forting and aſſiſting of them with great cha- 


rity , eſpecially ſuch as were a dying : and by 
his example and exhortations, the ancient 
cuſtome of viſiting Hoſpitalls, which had bin 
a long time neglcRed , began again to be pra- 
Qiſed in Rome , by ſecular people.Moreouer 
cuery day he wentto 3 Kindof Exchange or 
certain place ofthe city , whither the Floren- 
tin Marchants reſorted, where by ſweet words 
and pious diſcourſes he drew diverſe youn 
men from vice to the praftiſe of vertue : = 
for the ſame holy purpoſe he often frequented 
ſchooles'and ſuch like places. In 4 word he 
vied ſingular diligence to infinuate himſclt 
into the familiarity of the moſt rude and de- 
bauched'finners , to the end he might draw 
them , as he bappily did ;to a better life, For 
he thought it was fitting that they ſhould be 
eſpecially helped , who eſpecially food in 
need of helpe : notwithſtanding he carefully 
auoided the conuerfation of women , fearing 
leaſt thereby he might make ſhipwrack of his 
deare virginity.His cndeauour was to gather 
to Chriſt as roany as he poſſibly could ; and 
many induced by his holy diſcourſes entred 
into 3 Religious tate , in ſo much that Saint 
Ionatius, founder of the Society of Ieſus, was 
wont pleaſantly to compare bim to & cymbal 
or bell , for that he called others to Religion , but 
ftaid in the World himſelf , which notwithſtan- 
diog none can doubt but it was according 
to Gods will , who oidained him to inſtitute 
1 new manner of life , very profitable to the 
whole Church and for the ſaluation of many 
ſoules, as the effe& hath proucd. But the ma+« 
lignant cnemic of all good not being able 
to eridure the high vndertakings and happy 
exploits of the new champion of leſus Chrilt, 
endeauoured by diucrſe deuices and ſabtle 
Rratagems to diuert him from his holy enter- 
þriſes ; ſometimes appedring to him in the 
night in 4 hotrible forme, thereby to terrific 
and affright him, otherwhiles 4n other ſhapes 
to infe his mind with impure thoughts: but 
the Saint connerting himſelf to God , by his 
prayers and teares happily extinguiſhedthoſe 
itzpure flawes. One night as be wasall alone 
making his wonted vitit of the ſeauen Chur- 
Ehes , three infernall ſpirits with adeſigne to 
fright him , and hinder his holy pilgrimage, 
pur themſelues in his way, in a place called 
the oxes bead ; but he nothing moved with 
their terrible lookes, contetnning them, paſ- 
ſed on_ without giuing aby figne of tearc, 
Whith the wicked ſpirits percrauing, deſpaie 
ring of the yioric , inſtatitly fled away. Ot 


| 


ſuch moment it is to overcome 
ghoſtly enemies, to light and a od... 
their vain frights and feares , whether (, 
fible or fſpirituall. But the jnfernall feng 
not contented to impugn him by himſelf 
alone ,' incited certain lewd youngfellow 
out of enuy to make a prey of his chaſti a 
Who according to the infligation of £ 
filthy enemy, as he was in a certain houſ 
performing his wonted office of charity, be 
fore he was aware , ſhut him VÞ in the fe 
roome with two moſt impudent lewd wo. 


| men, ſo as he had nopoſſbility cfflying from 


them. What ſhould he do in this exi 

he betooke himſelf to the moſt Dower, 
apons of ardent prayers, hoping that he who 
had preſerued vntainted = bodies of 
many holy virgins, publickly expoſed 1 the 
raging luſt of wanton young men, woyld 

be wanting to him, who was now in like aw 
ger : nor did his holy hope of the devine ie 
deceaue him. For no ſooner had thoſe ; 
pudent creatures caſt their eyes ypon hs 
but whether ſtruck with a feate of the devine 
vengeance, or, which :s more likely, a 
with the facred authority of the holy young. 
man , retiring themſelues into 4 A 
the chamber, they neuer darcd againfomuth 
as looke him in the face , much lefle offerhin 
any inciulJity. 

As this invincible Souldiar of Ieſus Chrif 
was exerciſed with great find violent temp- 
tations by the enemy ; ſo was he tavourd 
with fignall and vnpazallcd graces by husdex 
reſt Lord, While be was yet 4 laick, heys 
wont euery day with all earneſtneſſe to beg 
of the holy Ghoſt that he would be plea 
to repleniſh his will with his holy gitts and 
graces Nor were his prayers in vain.For ypon 
4 certain day , praying accordiog to his one 
ted cuſtome , a}l on the ſoddain he felt ſuch 
an impetuous motion from the devine ſpirit, 
that his hart was wholly cnflamed with it: 
which violent heat nature being notableto 
tuſtain , his hart fell a beating and leaping 
within his bodie with ſuch violence, asit 
would vadoutcdly haue killed hla without 
an evident miracle. Bat our bountifull Lord 
willing that he ſhould yet luc many yeares 
forthe good of ſoules, miraculouſly inlarged 
his breaſt , breaking and elevating the fourth 
and fift ribbe ot his left fide aboue the bignes 
of ones fiſt , to the end that his hart might 
more teely exerciſe its motions, and receauc 
thoſe extraordinary agitations , which conti- 
nucd for aboue fifty yeares, and this with | 
vehemency that when he prayed , not only 
his whole bodie trembled, but euen his bed, 
or Whatcuer was vnder him, ſhaked as in a0 
earthquake, This fire of deuine louc butn- 
ing in his hart oftentimes ſpread itſelf all ove! 


his bodie. Hence in the very dephth of - 
et, 


N 
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ir, when be was fourſcore yeares old and all 
Y beat ina manner conſumed, yet 


þ then be was at his prayers , his hart and 


qhole bodie was all on a fire with heat , ſo 
tbargeaſt otherwiſe he ſhould baue bin ftifed, 
yas neceſſaric for him , to vncouer bis bre- 
open the dores ard windows ct his cham- 
Kr 3 midnight , and vic other meanes to 
frjgerate bis burnin gs. And for that he was 
famed with an arcent defire of helping his 
ccjphbour by all meancs be poſſibly cculd; 

«lc with Perſianus Roſa, 4 Prieſt of fin- 
ghar piety , be be gan a Confraternity vnder 


bl title of tLe moſt boly Trinity, in a Church | 
{wr Bleſſed Sawiowr ac Campo, tor the levvice | 


ad:{lfiance of poore pilgiims, Hither thoſe 
{the Confratervity often reſorted to fre- 
tthe boly communion -, and heate the 
Ge diſcourſes ct S. Philip. Externes alſodid 
telike with no ſwall fruit. When the time of 
et was ended ,He was wont to ſay vnto 
kn. 0sr bowre of prayer 41 paſied; but not the 
tineof lamenting your finns , and following of 
j<,Cophderivg that1n the yeate of Iubiley 
ty poore pilgrims were conſtrained to ly in 
i ſtrectes and other places of the City in the 
qaair, for want of lodgings deſtined for 
im, he refolued with thoſe of his company 
6 archthem out all ouer the city; and after 
khadcond.&ed them to Certain houſes, par- 
borrowed, and partly hircd forthis intent; 
k carefally prouided them of all things ne- 
way, Whuiſt he was exercifing himielf in 
keznd fuch ike works of charity, it pleaſed 
wr Loxd for His encouragement, by a mani- | 
i mitacie to declare vato him how grate- 
ulttele exerciſes were vnto him, For going 
We night when all were quict and at their 
Kl,to carry an almes to a noble perſonage, 
latwas in neceſſity , but aſkamedto begge, 
happened that he met with a coach, which 
Vlilit he endeauoured to giue way to, he fell 
lhoa yezy deepe ditch, but was miraculouſly 
&(&1n the air by an Angell, and drawne forth 
ite haires ot tus head, without any harme. 
vteitain it is that the very Angells will co- 
hom heaven to their ſuccour, who labour 
uthe yorks of mercy, rather then their cha- 
0910 others ſal] be miſchieuous to them- 
-One day employing himſelt with more 
then ordinary 1n works of charity, an 
weell appeared vnto him+in the babit of a 
PAe wan ;demanding an almes of him, and 
& Sint giving hum what money be bad 
 readie and willing mind , immediatly 

n Anpell told him that be come to try bim 
L w be ould do ,and bauing ſaid ſo, vaniſhed 
of his liphe. Hereupon S«int Philip con- 
ed ſuch an affetionat compaſſion to the 
"a » that from that Jay he ncuer denied 
J0ne an almes that asked him. He gaue po- 
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ſtood in need of: young men thatwere inclined 
to ſtudic , he furniſhed with money , books 
ad clothes, Not a weeke paſled but he ſent 
an almes to the poore priſoners, When he 
heard that 4 certain woman was fo pooge, 
that ſhe had not wherewithall tocloathher, 
he pulled of his owne garment, and ſent it 
her. Poore younginen that had adefire tocon- 
ſeciat themiclues to Gods ſeruice in Relisi- 
cus Monaſtenes , having firſt made triall of 
their ſpirit, he prouided them with ſufficient 
money to buy themſclues cloaths ſutable to 
the inſtitute they intended-:to embrace, Whe« 


retore with good right we may ſay of him : 
he had nothing, and yet poſseſſed all things , ſe> 
ing that an egregious contemner ot riches 
that ke was, he had no Ecclchaſticall bene- 
fice ; yet notwithſtanding in all his life he 
neuer wanted any thing either for his owne 
vſes, or to ieleeue the neceſſities of others. 
This notwithſtanding, the Saint wasnow 
more then ever defirous of ſolitude, provided 
that it were the good pleaſure of God, tothe 
end that he might more treely giue himſelf 
to the vnitive way. But for that he was vn- 
certain what manner of lite would make mo- 
re for the gloty of God 3by continuall prayers 
he endeauourcd to find out the devine will, 
readie to follow that which our IL ord ſtould 
deligne him: and atlength{his prayers were 
heard. For one morning as he was afte&tu- 
ouſly praying , Saint Iohn Baptiſt appeared 
vato him , by which vihton he was wonder- 
fully recreated, and his mind ſo pow ertully 
inclined to the helpe of ſoulcs , as he mace 
no doubt that it was Gods will that he ſtould 
attend not only to himſelt , but ailo to the 
ſaluation of his neighbour, Nor did God Ale 
mighty trom hcauen only teach him the ſtate 
ot lite moſt pleafirg to him , but alſo the mar.- 
ner bow he was to behaue kitnſelfin the ſtate. 
For one day being asked Why be wſed ſuch 4 
ſpare diet, te made this anſwer : once as F vas 
an proyer , the foules of t\o Saints now in glory, 
aj peared vaio me ; one of Fhich ſeemed to be fee- 
ding wjon 4 bard cruſt of bread, %bich be held 
in his hand ; and being deſirous to know Ybat 
Was meant hereby , 1 heard 4 woice , \hich ſaid: 
Philip the will of God is that you liuec in the 
madle of the city ,as if you were in a deſert. 
By Which Yords 1 wnderſiood I eas toline ſoberly 
and temperatly. And this parkmony or rather 
auſterity in his diet he vſed not only in bis 
firſt beginnings but to his very dying day : 
for after he was made Prieſt, his diet was a 
ſlender breakfaſt in the morning, anda ſmall 
ſupper in the cucning : he vicd a licle wine 
but well corrected with water , and oftenti- 
mes nothing but pure water. His lupper was 
two ſoftegges, or a meſſe of broth , or a few 
herbes or beanes ; t ut more diſhes then one 
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« mes atid women abundantly what they | he would not permit to be ſci betore him. 


He 
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" freſhing bimſcifrather with tearesthen bread, 


He ſeeldom eate any fleſh and rarcly fiſh;ne- 
uer milk or any thing made of milk. For many 
eares he led an eremiticall Kind of life , re- 


cruelly whipping himſelf every day, and ma- 
king the bare ground his bed , drinking no- 
thing but fair water , nor cating any thing 
but bread, and ſometimes a few oliues, herbes 


or apples. This was his dict , when he was 


alone : but wken he was at table with others, 
which often happened to the end he might 
gaine ſoulcs , he auoided all ſingularity and 
note of oſtentation. But being , as we ſaid, 
ſatisfied that it was Gods will that he ſhould 
employ himſelf in the helpe of ſoules ; at the 
command of his Confeflariws , Perfian Roſa, 
he received the dignity of Pricithoode at fix 
and thitty yeares of age, his humility not per- 
mitting him to preſume it ſooner, nor his 0+ 
bedicnce todiffer it longer, Being made Pricſt 
he went to live at$aivt Hieroms Called of cha+ 
rity, with intention there to ſpend the reſt 
of his days , if ſo it were the will of God, 
Here certain. Prieſts of 2 holy life , all defi» 
rous of helping their neighbours, lived toge= 
ther vader the ſame roote, but had their diet 
apart,and followed that manner of lite which 
each one thought beſt, Saint Philip would 
never adwitt of any thing from this Sodality 
but only 4 litle vofurniſhed chamber , and 
this that he might mote conveniently attend 
to the winnipg of ſoulesto Chriſt, Here he 
ceicbrated holy Maſle cuery day;or it he were 
hindered by. ficknes, cuery morning he recea- 
ued the moſt blefledSacrament.which cuſtome 
he inuviolably obſerued ever after, And it was 
wonderfull what abundance of ſweet and hea- 
uenly conſolations and liucly affe&ions he 
feltin offcring vp the diuine f{acrifice. Before 
-he put onthe ſacred veſtments he was forced 
on ſet purpoſe to abſtract his mind from diuine 
things,that, he wight beable to cclebrat ; and 
yet notwithſtanding,he was often hardly able 
for the abundance of ſpirituall guſts to end 
the ſacrifice. Such a difference there was bet» 
wixt him and other men, and thoſe holy and 
good men too, Others by a moſt diligent pre» 
paration,and ſpending ſome howetrs in prayer 
before, labour with all their might , that they 
may acquire ſome pious aftection towards 
God , whiiſt they are celebrating the ſacred 
myſteries. But he was ſo farre trom needing 
any previous prepatation, that ſuch was the 
abundance ofdiuine heates ſent into his ſoule 
trom heauen , that it was neceſfarie for him! 
to abſtrat his mind from them as much as he 
could poſibly,and dayly to beſecch Almighty 
Godnotto cncreale them. Oftcntiwes whillt, 
he was ſaying holy Maſle, he was conſtrained 


to ſtoppe, till his bodie had recouered thole :| 


forces which the vehemency of t oly afte&ions 


bad exhauſted ; and vey often, litting vp the | 
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ſacred Hoſte or holy chalicc,he was (o43.: 
ſo rapped iato God, that he —— . 
let downe his armes , but was conſtrained ty | 
keepe them ojeuated in the air.Nay ſuch wy 
his deuotion and loue to the moſt divine $, 
crament , that the very taking of the «@ i 
chalice, into his hands filled him with an vg. 
ſpeakable joy. The ſpirituall ſweetnes he ta 
cd in the ſacred fleſh and blood oſour Saviour 
diſcovered itſelf by his deuout ſucking his 
conſecrated fingers, and ſavoury licking hi 
lippsafter conſummation of the divine lpecis 
es; a8 alſo by his frequent returning ofthe 
chalice to his mouth, whichin an other woulg | 
haue bin indecencyes, but in him were 3 qere' 
exceſſc of amourous affe&ion and devotion 
to the moſt holy Sacrament. After he had (cs 
lebrated, he was ſometimes ſo abſtrafted from 
bis ſcnſes, that he ſeemed to be rather i dexd 
bodie then 4 living man. Nor did he yith 
leſle piety and deuotiorÞ diſtribute the holy 
Euchariſt to others, then he reccaued it him. 
ſelf. Nor was his aſſiduity in hearing conſe 
fions, that other Sacerdotall fundion , lefe 
admirable , then his deuout oblation of the 
devine Sacrifice, For being ordered by 
riours to attend to this charitable fungi 
though much againſt his mind, he choſe tz 
ther to obey others, then to beleeue himſelf; 


well knowing bow pleaſing and gratefull to 


God Almighty it is ro conforme our ſelyes 
to the will of others. And he was fo diligent 
in this ſparituall office of charity, that wholy - 
torgetfull of himſelf, carly in the morning he 
went immediatly to the Church , and would 
not ſlirre thence, vales ſome notable neceſſ@ 
ry buſines occurred , which could not be dif 
terred till an other time. And which is more 
to be admired , although he ſpeatagreatpart 
of the day herein, he was never weary ofthe 
employment:fo great was his defire of pains 
ing ſoules to Gods ſcruice. Nay it cauſedhia 
an exceſſive joy and celight cuen to fit in the 
ſeat, in which he was wont to heare the cons 
teſſions of penitent criminells And it isincre- 
dible how many and how great ſinners,dray- 
ne by him out of the mire of a finfull life, 
were induced to 4 holy conuerfation. Not 
is it recountable how many both men and 
women through his mcanes embraced 4 
monaſticall life, in ſo wuch that there wasno 
Religious order , which had not yery many 
of his Diſciples, particularly the holy order 
of Saint Dominick gloried in them, He more 
willingly heard the confeſſions of men then 
women being conſcious of the devills craft 
and malice , who ceaſcth not to eadeauour 
to make even good works A ſnarc to Gods 
ſervants eſpecially thoſe who are to0 conf: 
dent in themſelues. And when he was forc 
to hcare their confeſſions, he ſpoke to them 
rather ſharply then mildly , yatill ſuch _ 


Wa cum in varias tentationes iftcideritis. 


fe bith all earneſines asked of you the gift 
Jive: ang yet euery Hay there should off er 


| ined, as he ſaid , by Gods fingu- 
þ ke no able to ſpeak to them in what 
s pie pleaſed , whereby he not obſcu- 
ow 2 ſpeciall gift of God, by vertue 
ff {he was » eſpecially for thirty yeares 
fore bis deatÞ, 9 inſenfible of any itopwe 
ng, as if be had not bin of fleſh , inſo- 
that he was free from them even in 

"(-re He was always either in theChurch 
his chamber » vnleſſe neceſſity or cha- 
\ forced him to be elſe where. So mindfull 
i yas of the counſell giuch him from hea- 
0, ot only in matter cf diet , but al 


qljein the city 25 if he were in the deſert. 

Jt Saint Philip being enflamed cuery day 
«then other with an ardent defize of re« 

-owicked men to 4 better life, and pre- 
tniogthoſe whota he had alredie reduced, 
«n returning back again into Egypt ; in 
l jeare of his age thirty ſeauen , began 
«bs chamber every day after dinner, often 
ws ſiting vpon bis bed , for that he lan- 

ted of divine loue , to inſtru@ thoſe who 
ered to him,in heauenly matters, In thoſe 
kicourſes be felt ſuch a power and force 
{dine loue , as not only bis whole Body 
mdl{, bu t cucn his very bed and cham» 
kr(aked vader him. None that was preſent, 
jlatvice ſoeuer he was entangled in, but 


lnklfto God, 

ut the worn enemie of tnankind fore- 
bp the great good and ineſtimable fruit 
deſc beginnings were likel; happily 
veadin,flirred yp certain wickedApoſtarars, 
tn chappellaines of the Church of Saint 
llexcme,to perſecute bim it diverſe manpers,* 


ke nipht toaake him wearie of the place 
Wow they could not endure to ſee thete. But 
k yould by no meanes give way to the ten- 


nt Hierome was very commodious for his 
Khing of ſoules, as alſo for that he would 
it fy thoſe croſſes God Almighty ſept bim; 
in endure& cheerfully and covragiouſly 


cin cuttiop of all vuncceſlarty conuerſation, | 


rs moved to repentance , and to conuert | 


lab with words and deedes, tothe end that | 


Won , partly for that the faid Church of | 


G_ 


& malicious flavnders, with which they re- | 
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of being angry ? which he had no ſooner faid 


made anſwer : YLat Yould you baue Philip ? 
a0 you aske me patience? F Will giue you pati- 
| ence : tut my Will is that you endeauour to ac- 
| aqaw it , accor ding to the utmoſt of your poYer 
,y meanes of theſe impugnations and croſies : 
with which words he telt himſelf wonder- 
fully recreated. At an other titne one that had 
care of the Sactiſty , bitterly curſing and revi- 
| ling of him , the Saint receaucdall his conty- 
melious language with that cheerfulnes of 
countenance and courage of mind, that he 
cxulted for ioy : another of thoſe apoſtatats 
being prefent , conſidering with himſclf the 
| invincible paticnce of Saint Philipin bearing 
| of injuries, was ſtruck at hatt, and falling 
vpon the reviler, bad like to haue killed hinz 
| in defence of the blefſed+ Fathers innocency. 
Andthen preſently began to relent at the re« 
membrance of the Monaſteryjthe was come 
out of, and returning to himſelf, by the helpe 
and prayers of Saint Philip , he inſtantly con« 
| ccived ſuch A hatred of his finfull life , that he 
{ Icſolued to dopennance , and to returne to 
his Monaſtery, as he did. So pleaſing to Al- 
mighty God it is, that we defend theit inno» 
ccncy, whole humility and defire of ſuffering 
will notpermitthem to ſpeake for themſelues:; 
' In fine one Vincentius Tecotius, the author 
of all the aforeſaid inivries and afttonts, mes 
| ued at the Saints patience and mildnes, of his 
owne actord,came to him,and vpon his knees 
begged his pardon ; which Saint Filip wil- 
| lingly gaue him , and moſt Kindly embracin 
| hita,receaued hitm into the-number of his chil- 
dren. By the divine bounty being freed of 
theſe troubles , deeply wounded with the loue 
of the Spoule of Chriſt, he conuerted himſelf 
wholly to the helpe of his Neighbours , hear-= 
' ring their confeſſions , and refreſhing then 
with the heaucnly bread. Whence it came to 
paſſe that the frequent vie of the holy Sacras 
thents of Confeſſion and communion , by the 
fraud of the diwll almoſt extinguiſhed , was 
again by litle and litle renewed: He was {& 
affable and courteous, that he was belou: dof 
all. And indeed he perpetually vfed afingular 


—_ 


«dim, never once opening his mouth in 
one defence , or complaining of them, 
Wing in his mind thoſe divine words of 
bames, Omne gandium exiſtimate jra- 


—  —— 


Irethren atcount it all 109 % ber you fall into 
eſetcatatidns, Vpon a ccrtain day after the | 
Wited itifiens and ſcornes of thoſe wicked 
i ; Whilſt he was at holy Mafie, he | 
ttly axpoſtulated with Almighty God : | 
Mes 31 to paſſe m3 good Teſs that I bage | 


diligethce to make himſelf all thiogs to all, 
harke might hayc 4 fairer opportunity to hel= 
pe his Neighbours. He had ſuch an ardent 
thirſt of frecing foules out of the power ofthe 
deuill, that it is wonderfull what he did and 
ſuffered to reduce but euen one ſoule to 
Chriſt, He kept his chamber open night and 
day , that all at all times , might haue more 
free acceſle vnto him.” He heard the confeſli» 
ons of all that came with a cheer full counte= 
pance, and partly by his pious dicourſes and 
partly by his | prayers , wonderfully excited 
them to piety and the love of heauenly things 


Welves to me ſo many and '/o greet occaſions |, He often Leard the conteffions of tourty per: 


Yyyy fonx 


362 


but he clearly heard 4 voice within him which © 6 
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ſons in the night before day , who after con- 
feſſon at his perſwaſion ipent the reſt of the 


which they communicated. After which they 
wentſilently to ſeuera]l Hoſpitalis of the city ; 
and in thefe places wonderfully comforted 
the fick by their pious diſcourſes, excited them 
to patience and confeſſion of their ſins, and 
hope in the divine mercy. Moreouer they car- 
ried with them certain prouifions for the re- 
{reſhment of their bodies; which thing having 
binat that time much negleRed , it 15 riot to 
be thought how much it profited the ſoules 
both of the ſick and alſo ofthcir keepers. And 
here again an occaſion offereth itſelf of ſpea- 
king ot his Angelicall purity and chaſtity , 
which was ſuch, that hearing the confeſſions 
of vnchaſte perſons} he felt ſucha filthy ſtench, 
which exhaled from their impurities, that he 
was forced to itoppe hisnoſe with his hand 
or bandkercheite ,and ſometunes quite to tur- 
ne haiſelf an other way ; which notwirſtand- 
ing he did ſo dexterouſly as no bodie could 
ke notice of it. And he hath bin heard to 
fay that be felt ſuch 4 horrid flench to come 
from this filthy wice,as he newer ſmelt any = 
/o fetid, Many of his penitents after his dea 
teſtified that being infefed with impure fin- 
nes , they not opening vnto bim this their 
malady , he of his owne accord would dete 
vnto tkem the kinde of their diſeaſe, and the 
caules of it, and logget ſutable remedies, ſay- 
ing vnto them with all freedom 3; children to 
me you caſt forth an ill ſauonr , you are falne 
into ſuch 4 kind of impurity , _y Jour 
guilty conſciences , call out the poiſon of the ſtuns 
ou bane committed, by conteſſton : which they 
hearing , aſtoniſhed at that his miraculous 
knowlege. of the ſecrets of their thoughts, 
made Sacramentall confeſſion of all , and ac- 
cepted of condigne ſpennance. 

The renowne ot his ſandity encreafing 
eucry day more and more, many perſons ot 
quality addreſſed themſelues to him , moued 
by hisexhortations and diſcourſes, and aboue 
all, draw ne by the example ot his life. By his 
counſcl! they trequented the moſt holy Sa- 
crament, and viſited Hoſpitalls with wonder- 
full feruor , to the great cedification of the 
people, He was wont to diſtribute them into 
diverſe companies , and to ſend them to 
{(cucrall Hoſpitalls of the city. In the begin- 
ning, that he might by his owne example the 
more inflame them to ſo charitable a work, 
he weat himſelf inthe afternoone to viſit the 
ſick in hoſpitalls, comforting, and officioully 
aſliſting them with all kind of ſeruice;where» 
by his children in Chiiſt, and followers were 
nota litle excited to do the like. He gouerned 
theſe his fp1rituall childien with ſuch tweet: 
ncs and prudence , as there wzs nothing fo 
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counſell about their ſoules health 


were cold in the Joue of God , by his 
prayers he warmed them , and thoſe that x 
gered he cophirmed them. He convened * 
infinit number of finnersto a better life M 
of which were wont alterwards to ſay w, 
deepe reſentment ab ! Bleſſed be Gog thy hi 
me the gract to grant me the k70Wlege of Futhy 
Philip. Indeed his diſcourſe way fo tak 
and his manner of conuerſation ſo accomn,. 
date to eucry ones diſpoſition, with cen 
Maieſty, and yet ſo tull of fweetnes , thathe 
could no ſooner open his mouth and bat 
with any body , but inſtanily they felttheg, 
ſelues touched with a love of vertueand hor. 
ror of fin, He happily reclamed a very me 
youngman deſiring him only to lay everydy 
ſeauen times the Salwe Regina, and ater 
kifle the ground, and ſay : it may be I thall þ 
dead to morrowy. Which he did with'fuchſuc. 
ceſſe, that fourteen yearcs aſter hedied holiy, 
Mecting with an other youngman ( for that 
was one of his meanes to aduanceGods plory, 
to infinuat himlelf into the company ofyoug 
people, to the end that he might gainethen 
to God) and vnderſtanding him whe a ſtrate 
ger in the city ,he courteouſly demandede 
aim What be came thither for. The youngaan 
made anſwer to ſtudie , to make binſe/ 
[chollar. The Saint demanded further ; byt yrs 
You baue mane made yourſelf 2 ſchollar , what < 
Jou intend then? Why then 1 bupe 1 shallgett 
be made Prieſt. ery Well but hen Jou at 
Frieſt ,*hat will you do then ? Why then} bye 


| 1 may get to be 4 Canon. «And What thenitbs 


it may be 1 may come to be Bishop. «And hit 
then ? then it maybe 1 may come to be Cardinall, 
eAnd What then When you are Cardinal t and 
Who can tell but 1 many come to be Pope. Ant 
What will you do then? % by then , after f baut 
lined ſo many yeares , 1 muſt iy. What? muſ 
you ay; and only may you be 4 Cardinal , and 


| ray you be 4 Bishop , and who can tell but 308 


may be Pope ? follow my counſel , fff prove 
againſt that Which muſs be : and then think of 
that Whub may be , and you hope Will te ,anf 
x bo can tell but it shall be ? But it 1s impoſſidl 
to commemorat all the holy artes of thi 
bleſſed Saintto gain foules. Many of his pe- 
nitents in a ſhoct time attained to ſo gre# 
perſeQion , that they appeared to himzic! 
their death all in glory and inacſted with 
light. One called incentius and an othel 
called Martinus Tofinws , both of very hal 
lives , appeared to him immediatly atter thelr 
death ;and he ſaw them both with his 0w96 
eyes aſcend vp to beauen. Thispotwithfar 
ding , ke was a ſharp revrchencer of ho 

who were delighted with viſions, andtc V5 


haidin which they did not wilicgly and gla- 


wont to cxhoit his ghoſtly children _ 


dly obey him, No body cameto him to ake 


, ,b 
away from him witha light hart, thoſe wal 


\Þ 


- for them, but to contemn them as dan- 


: ſnares of the enemy, affirming that no- 


crous 


y 5, ys; more perncaous Fo pa0us Men then theſe 
P mad mockenies of the denills ,” Who eaſily tranſ- 


me themſelues into «Angell of Iz ht. He 
""culcated to them that they shouldwje all 4i 

enct in corne#iing their manners inextirpating 
ices, and getting Vertues, in mone? cting their 


oſfons, and ſuch like exerciſes. But as {or ui. 


us torciefland ſlight them,aſiurins themjelues 
ur Lord would not take it il that thy did /o, 
although perchance he himſel( sbould truly aps 
are, And this certainly is the ſecureſt way 
or thoſe who can not well diſtinguiſh bet- 
yeen the good ſpirit and the bad. For the 
yicked ſpirit being thus ſliphted,as he is Into- 
lnably proud , will fly away : and the ſpirit of 
God will neuer want meanes to make himſelt 
tnowne, if he be pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf. 
One night the devill in the likenes of the ever 
Bleſſed Virgin appeared to one ofhisDilciples, 
called Vincent Ferrarienſis , who the next 
naming told Saint Philip of it. Tincent, ſaid 
cur Saint , the moſt holy <Mother of God bath 
wt appeared to.y08 , a5 you 1mazin but the diuell 
is er sbape : and 1 command you, the next 
time the ame vifto# 15 repreſented untoyou,that 
zu ſpit in the face of the perſon that appeares. 
Thenight following, as Ferrara was praying 
yith 4 great deale ct feruor , the divell in the 
ane ſhape , and reſplendent with the ſame 
tlory apearethto him again, He remewbring 
the precept of his holy tather , inſtantly ſpit 
in the divells face , who confounded at it, 
nd baſely foiled , immediatly vaniſhed. No 
ſoorer was he fled, but the molt ſacred virgin 
terſelf clearly ſhewed herſelf to him : and 
bidde him (pit in her face allo, if he could. At 
lngthatter ſhe had ſingularly comforted him, 
fe leit hic, and went vp to heaucn, And in- 
leed the Saint bad 4 ſtrange guiſt of giſtin- 
wing talſe viſions and lights from true 
wes: infomuch that a certain perſon, who 
kemed to himſelf in a moment Ly a range 
nd of Iight clearly to penetrate very many 
livine truths , celirous to know from what 
ſirit this light came , alter he had conſulted 
Werſe Religious men , and theſe of 4 great 
tametoo, he {tiil remained vnſatisfied, vatill 
tlenpth conſulting our Saint , he manifeſtly 
Mceritood ftiom what ſpirit that light was 
ſt into kis fovle , ſo clearly did Saint Philip 
wplicate vnto him the nature ofthe true and 
tile viion or light. About the yeare of our 
lord onethouland five hundred hfty ſeauen, 
ad of tis age fourty two, having heard read 
8 ischamber certain letters concerning the 
Maires of the Indics , he was enflamed with 
* adefire of conuerting thoſe infidels to 
| fath of Chriſt that contemning the many 
ultiesand dangers, which preſented them» 
«10 ſuch an vadertaking , he retolucd 


| 
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; with about twenty of his Diſciples to go to 
the Indies : but he reſolued firſt ro commend =—— 


the matter to Almighty God by dayly prayers; 
and that he might be more certain of the de» 
vine will, to conſult about it certain perfons 
then eminent for piety and ſarQity, And in- 
deed he was not wont to vndertake any thing 
eithergreat or litle without firſt asking coun. 
{cl otGod about it,and making him propitius, 
Andit pleaſed God Almighty to inſpire him 
togo toa certain Religious man of the order 
of Saint Bernard, called «Auguſtine Gettine, 
tamous for ſanctity, to enquire of him Gods 
will. The holy man atter three days prayer , 
told Saint Philip , that he Was called to Rome; 
not to the Ines , and that $, Tohn Enangeli/# 
bal appeared wnto him , and told him that this 
Was Gon: 11 , to Wit that be sbould cultiuate 
Gods wintyard there , and that be shonld gather 
to himſelf there many Diſciples , and that God 
would wſe his and their labour in Rome , for the 
ſaluation of many ſoules. WhichSaint Philip 
hauing vnderſtood , he reſolued to conforme 
himſelf to the will of our Lord. And he did 
it oconſtantly, that thensforward he would 
neuer ſtirre out of the city , either to viſit his 
frends,or for change of air ; having no other 
aime in his defignes , but the ſeruice of the di- 
nine Maicſty , and profit of his neibbours, 
The number of his auditors encreafing 
dayly more and more, he obtained of theCon- 
fraternity of charity 4 larger place for them to 
mecte in. He judged it alſo expedient to cx- 
erciſe ſome of his children to make certain 
deuout exhortations. Amongſt v hich was 
Ceſar Baronins afterwards Cardinal , Toh 
Baptiſia«AModius ,and others: who making 
certain diſcourſes to the people of divine 
matters , ſo inflamed thetn with the loue of 
God, that by theſe their firſt eſlays they prou- 
ed themſclues to their auditors worthie chil 
dren of fo venerable and holy a father, Other« 
whiles he would read himſelf, or appoint ſo- 
me other to read ſome ſpirituall,boock; and 
afterwards take occaſion out of ſomething 
that was read,to aske thoſe that were preſent, 
by way of 2 ſpirituall conference , certaitt 
queſtions concerning heavenly matters, and 
conclude all with a ſhort diſcourſe, not arti- 
ficiall and floriſhing , but pure and fimple, 
by which be wonderfully caflamed them to 
the loue of God, contempt of themſelues and 
the world, and praQtife of humility. After this 
he lead them to ſome Churchor other, to be 
preſent at the divine office, He opened alſo 
an oratory in the cucning for all ſortes of 
people to meet together to pray in. Where 
after balfe an houre of tnentall praycr they 
recited together the holy Litanies ; and ſome 
of them thrice 3 weeke, for 2 certain ſpace of 
time, tooke ſome corporall pcnnance, with 


great fruit of ſoulcs, Infine to take away all 
Occaſions 
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occafions of fin from his new converts , he 
ordaiped that at ſhrouctied , when people or- 
dinarily take more liberty to live vitiouſly 
and diſorderly, they ſhould all together with 
him viſite the ſrauen Churches. And a ſFort 
time diſcovered thisto bean inſpiration from 
Almighty God,for aithough atthe hiſt onely a 
tew accompanied him in this boly pilgrimage, 
yet notwithſtanding ſcme yeares after , their 
number encicaſed to about a ttLouſand, The 
Saint procuring by this Foly invention not 
only the preſervation of his deare children, 
butalſotke gaining of many other ſoules, who 
by this meanes where freed from the tyranny 
ot ſathan. This deuout pilgrimage was niade 
inſo good order,and with ſuch fpirituall joy 
and alacrity,that the pecple were wondertully 
edihed at it. But this good worke , by how 
wuch rhe more pleaſing 1t was to the good, 
by ſo much ihe more it diſpleaſed the enuious 
and wicked, who hence tooke occaſion furi- 
ouſly to oppole the Saint, proclaiming him to 
be amlitions ant one that neftrea his od we praiſe, 
aud that affetied to be fulloved Ly the poejle : 
Nay they went fo far, that they acculed him 
before the Vicar of his Holines not only of 
pride and ambition , but alſo for kolding of con- 
wenticles and aſiemblies, whence there Was daw- 
ger of bis being author of 4 new ſed : blaming 
eſpecially his late worke of opening an o1a- 
tcry. whereupon he was ſharply repriehended 
by the great Vicar, and even threatned to be 
impriſoned, if he did not leaue theſe hisnew 
ways of proceeding : and infine the ſaid Vicar 
ordained that for fifteen days, he ſhould heare 
no confeſſions , nor preach without new li- 
Ccencee All which Saint Philip hearing, with a 


' cheerfull countenance, without any ways de* 


fending bitaſelf, made arſwer : that in this 
or any thing elſe Which should be commanded 
him ly his Superiours , be was moſt readte to 
obey, baning no other endbut Gods honour and 
the ſaluation of ſoules,. Notwithſtanding at theſe 
humble words of the Saint , the vicar was hi- 
ghly incenſed , and commanded him imme- 
diatly to be gon out of his preſence, The 
Saint endured all with an admirable pati- 
ence and cheerfulnes , ſaying tf at God per. 
mitted bim to be ſo treated , that he might be- 
come humble. Moreover he excuſed in the 
beſt manner he could the authors of his 
troubles, eſpecially when he met with ſuch 
as were ſ{candalized hereat , and with abun- 
dance of teares beſought the divine Maieſty 
to giue them grace to acknowlege their m1- 
ſtake. Jnfine by his holy prayers, conſtant pa» 
tience, and modeſt indifterency to conloume 
himſclf to the will of Superiours,he obtained, 
after enquiry made into the innocency of his 
manners, leaue toliue after his wonted man- 
acr,:nd to draw by what holy artcs he pleaſ- 
ed ,{\nncrs vato God, Whereup on his cham | 


ber began to be frequented as formerly not 

cnly by the cemmen people, tutallo by the © 
prime nobility, to the firgular profit of their % 
ſoules, For which he had tuch an ardent cha. My 


rity, that he ſeerred tobe borne forthe con- 
mn.0n good of ali. Hence it came to Fafle tha 
he was touched with {ucha tender compaſſion 
towards wicked men, that when he didbuc 
even lcoke vpon them , hecculd hardly con- 
tain hinoſelt trom powring out abundance of 
teares,no ſmall teſtimony of bisgreatinteriou 
charity. He would have his chamber opento 
all comers,and was-wontto ſay that he neither 
aefired time to attend to kimſclf , nor place tote 
alone in;but it Yas 1 fſicient for bim gf according 
to bis power be could bilpe his neigbtours, Even 
in-mediatly after tte holy Sacrifice, although 
it were thcn very pleaſing to him to attend 
contemplation , yet even then, thoſe which 
Came Vnto him he receaued with all chanty fc 
was inded fipgularly addiqedto prayer and 
contemplaticn;but he preferred the profiteaf 
his neighbours before his owne commodi 
and ſatisfa@ion of his holy defire, Andbe was 
wont to ſay: 1hat to & ſoule that lowethGod nate 


bing can happen more grateful andnothng mae 


Jveete, then to leaye Chriſt for the loe of Clif 
Although indeed amidit all his occupations, 
his bartwas ſo continually vnited to its divine 
treaſure, thatif ypon all occaſions that offered 
themſclues of clevatipg his mind to heauenly 
matters , he had not vicd a ſingular induſtry 
to repreſſe the violent flamings of holy love 
which burned continvally in his hart, he 
would haue bin cucr and anon jn an cxfialy, 
and his body have bin elevated aboue the 
ground in the fight of cuery ones 

' If any who made vle cf him for theirdite 

Qtor , were tempted by the cuill ſpirit,1t isnot 
to be expreſſed what care and diligence be 
vicd to aide and remedie them. He prayed 
long for them, watched, highed, afflicted hime 
ſelf, and with diuine words ſet them rightin 
the way of truth and faluation. Nor wasbis 
charity leſle tothoſe who were fick, whowhc 
ſingularly afliſted , eſpecially thoſe who wet 
drawing towards their laſt end, For belide 
that he viſited them , and louingly comforted 
them ; for ſome of them, by his prayers he ob- 
tained corporall hcalth , he freed others irom 
moſt greeuous temptations , and from other 
he droue away the diuell. In a word he afſiſied 
all by all meanes he poſſibly could, nay in? 
manner aboue what he could : ſo cxcemu 
were the paines he tooke. Nor was his charity 
to others in their ſickneſſes more rcmal 
then his patiepce in his owne. When he v3 

fick, although beſideshis feauer be were affl- 

Qed with moſt ſharp paines, he was 00 Wb 

ſolicitous for his recovery. He bore the = 
vouſnes of his diſcaſe, locking vpoD 1t35 = 
from God, not only couuagioully, but = 


Jo 


o 
4b 


1b belpe- 
NM, 


ply, never complained jof the violence of his 
_ he ſaid any thing, his words ſauoured 
of nothing but ſanRity;by whichanixed with 
teares hecnflamed to picty the harts of thoſe 


which were preſent. The only thing he greiu- | 


he faid(foprotund was his huanllity) 

-t ay an v5.29 ar life, and woid of-- 
ud works * bat if it pleaſed God to reſtore bis 
wy by bis grace he would mend. He did no- 
thing more willingly when he was flick, then 
heare the confeſſions of his children, prouided 
te yere not prohibited by the phyſitians, for 
he always redily obſerued their commands in 
thoſe things which concerned his recouery, 
He was often fick , he bad frequently two 
-euous fickneſſes 2 yeare. But as his fick- 
neſſes were rather miraculous then naturall, 
oalſo were his recoueries beyond all hope 
ofthe Doors, After he had bin weakned by 
3continuall feauer for about fue and twenty 
hs, his teauer bad ſcarce left him , but he 
was moſt greeuouſly afflicted with an intole- 
nble paine in the reines , without being able 
to render any vrine, in ſo much that the do- 
diors expetted his death within a few houres, 
Kerecouered notwithſtandipg in the manner 
following :noleſſe then foure phyfitians be- 
inopreſent , God Almighty ſo diſpoſing it to 
the greatet evidence ot the miracle. He was 
now ſcarce able to ſtir himſelf , or euento 
feake ſo ,as to be heard , whenall on the 

ſodaine he cried out with 4 loud voice: be that 
hueth any thing but God is deceaued : be that 
lweth any thing but God miſtaketh moſs jowly : 
add when he had twice or thrice pronounced 
thoſe words, his whole bodice was htted vp to 
theadmiration of all that were preſent, with+ 
outany thing to ſuſtain it,and, as ifhe had em- 
braced ſome bod1e whom they could not ſee; 


or called ypon thoſe about him for - 
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who to day baue wifited me, 1And Yhat chould 
hinder me from dotng ſo? be continued in this 
rapt along while, ſtil inuoking the moſt holy 
Mother of God. At lepgth returning vato 
himſelt he ſaid to thole which were about 
bim : 2d you not fee the moſt beſied Mother 
of God, who by her preſence bath driven away 
my ficknes ? but perccauing he bad diſcouered 
{ the tauour ,contounded at what he had don, 

he befought the pbyfitians not to tell any one 

what had happencd to him. 

His life was ſo exemplar , and the fruit 
of his holy labours ſo remarkable, that inthe 
yeare ſixty foure he was carneſtly cntreate 
ed by the Florentines to take care of their 
Church. Which, after he had fora long time 
commended the matter to Almighty God, he 
acceptcd of , whither he ſent certain of his 
diſciples, bimſclf remaining Kill at Saint Hic- 
roms. He gouerned them with a great deale of 
fycctnes, rather entreating then command- 
ing them any thing ; and that he might intro- 
duce among them ſome forme of a ſpirituall 
congregation , by the common conſent ofall 
he made certain Rules , which they exactly 
obſcrued , but would oblige none by vows 
neither now nor afterwards. He commended 
particularly and exhorted them to obedience, 
and 4 totall abaegation of their owne will 
laying that this was the sborteſt and moſt aſiu- 
red Yay to attain to perfeion. His deligne 
was that their manner of lite , who lived ir 
this Congregation ſhould be 4 mean betwixt 
the looſenes of ſeculars , and auſterity ot Re+ 
ligious orders, that ſo thoſe who had a mind 
to leauc the world,but were notable to beare 
the ſcuerity of Religious obſeruances, might 
baue 2 place of retrait , where they might 
giuc themſclues tothe praftiſe of vertae and 
ſeruice of God.z not only to the faluation of 


te ſaid with teares moſt cleerely and diſtinRly: 
(mp deare virgin , are y0u ,y0u come to meto 
fre me ou theſe dolowrs ? o Virgin moſt beau- 
ball, abounding %ith decoar and comelines! and 
Yo am ? that F sbould be worthie of your pre- 
ne? aſunedly F am not one, por whom ſuch 
fs bouldbe conferred. There is nething in me 
ich might ab ure you to lone me. F am Wholly 
Worthy to be viſited by you : What did 1 cwer 
4 mt holy and good virgin , that you should 
Wabſafe to viſit the loweF? of your ſernants ? 
tull of teares, moving his bands , as if he 
ladembraced With his armes the moſt blefled 
Win ,he cried out continually, 0 oft holy 
Vlatber of God! 0 as welt the beſt as moſt beaw- 
all creatures, And whilſt he vttered 

© vords : his body was 2 cubit or more 
from tus bed , without any thing to 
tAnd then again : 0 moſt boly wirgen! 

"mo ſueete Mother of God ! what baue 1 don 
1% that you should come 10 me ? therefore 


their owne ſoulcs , but alſo of many others. 
He left it free toany one of theCongregation 
who wasdeſirous ofa more perfedc lite, to go 
out to what Religious order he pleaſed; but 
defired that thole which continued 1n it 
ſhould not change the firſt inſtitutions , bue 
ſhould behave themſelues, as they might ſee- 
me to be Religious, by the example of their 
life and preaching of Gods word.So he orde- 
red , and ſo his zealous children praftiſed,not 
preaching for oſtentation , or affe&ing fine 
language: but laying aſide ſubtile queſtions, 
they treated of ſuch things, asmight touchthe 
bart, and reforme the manners. Above all chey 
laboured in piouſly and profitably repreſents 
ipg the liucs of Saints. His Holines Gregory 
the thirteenth confirmed this Congregation, 
and permitted them to ſetle themſcluesin the 
Church of Saint Mary in *Valicella, Where- 


"$94 virgin 1 will preſume 80 embrace you, | 
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| 367 Saint Philip Nerius Confeſlor. 
| | on” reſolued not to leave his firſt habitation at | tain ales to be diſtrituted to di 
| 26 Saint Hieroms, Whence he ſaid be would not 4e« bouſes , that «Maſie might be ae me in. 
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Almighty gaue bim further light. But in the' 
yeare cighty three, being commanded by the 
Pope to ſpend the reſt of his days with his 
children , he promptly obeyed. He wasthere 
moſt dilzgent in the ſervice of the Church , in 
hearing confcſſions.,and other holy exerciſes. 
Being called to ſay holy Maſſe he preſently 
layd afide all other bufines , and willingly 
wade vſe of the fimpler ſort of ornaments.In 
the yeare cighty ſcauen by common conſent, 
his children , who acknowledged him for 
eAuthor and Founder of their Congregation , 
choſe him for their General! , Prepofits , or 
Superiont, though much againſt his will, ſuch 
was his huwility and love of a privat life. And 


It is not tobe expreſied whata heavie burden 


it ſeemed to him to command others. And 
infine in the yeare ninety three he obtained 
that Ceſar Baronius might be choſen to fuc- 
ceede him in the gouernment , his age ſufhi- 
ciently excuſing hiw ofſuch 4 burden, 

In the yeare ninety five , and cightieth of 
his ape , the time being come of the recom- 
penle of all his labours ; our Lord was plea- 
{cd to ſend him a moſt troubleſom feaver, 
which held him all the month of April. But 
by the aide of the twoglorious Apoſtles, Saint 
Philip and Saint Iames, he obtained ſufficient 
forces toriſe out of his bed, and celebrat holy 
Maſle , and diſtribute the blefled Sacrament 


| Vpon the firſt of May , ſacred to thoſe holy 


Saints.Not many daysatter he tell a vomiting 
blood in ſuch abundance, that the phyſitians 
ſaid there was no hopes ot his life, whereupon 
Ceſar Baronius gave him extreme vn@ion, 
Aiterwards Cardinall Burromevs, vnderſtan- 
_ divg by the doctors, that he had yetlufficient 
forces to receaue his viaticum , brought him 
the ſacred Body of our Lord, Scarce bad Bor- 
romeus centred into his chamber with the mot 
holy Body of Chriſt in his hands : when the 
Saint cryed out With a loud voice and abun- 
dance of teares to the amazement of all there 
preſent : ecce «Amorem meum. Bebold my loue, 
beboldmy loue. This ts be in whom I delight my- 
felf.T his is the only thing thats deare to me,giue 
me therefore , gine me my lowe : gine me him 
-qguickly.When the Cardinall pronounced thoſe 
words: Domine non ſum dignus : Saint Philip 
with 4 tender louc and carneſt defire of his 
Loid, repeated them , ſuperadding * 7 vas 
neuer Worthy to be fed with thy body:and having 
xeceaucd the facred viaticum,he ſaid : medicum 
anewum boſpitio excepi : F bane taken into lodging 
my thy/fitian,as if he had forſcen his miraculous 
cure. Aday or two after, the Door comming 
in the un urning to viſit him , he ſaid to him : 
£0 30u your Ways bene : my one remedies are 
better th.3 your medecins, For bawing ſent cer» 


| MAY. part kea# he sbould fly the Crofie , wnleſſe God | meniatly my vomiting of blood ceaſed, the paitey 


of my breſt vanishbed, and Thane Teconered 
loft forces. The Doftor coming nere and feel. 
ing his pulſe , quitc aſtoniſhed at the miracle 
confeſſed he was reſtored to his former health, 
A good leflon for fick people, foto make yſe 
of doctors, that their chief confidencebe tg 
make God propitius and fayourable Vato 
them by almes, prayers, and the interceſſion 
of Saints. Saint Philip continued in ſo perſet 
ſtrength that he celebrated every day to hi 
death, and was ſo well , that the father 
thought he would yet live ſome yeares, But 
the time of his happy diſſolution was neerer 
at hand , as he himſclf both foreſaw andfo 
retold to diverſe, Vpon the day of his death 
he celebrated Holy Maſſe in ſuch a manner, 
as he cucn ſecmed to ſing for joy, A great 
part of the day he ſpent in hearing Conteſls 
bns, and paue the blefſed Sacrament to di- 
uerſe- of his children. He heard with great 
attention the lives of Saints read to him and 
he was wonderfully delighted with that kind 
of reading. The laſt which was read to hin 
was of Saint Bernardin of Sicna, In the eveq- 
_—_— his death, he forctold the hour 
this happy end , which was about midnight 
betwixt the twenty five and twenty fix 
May , in the yeare of our Lord one thouſaid 
hue hundred ninety hue, and of his age fourf- 
core, when he was ſodainiy ſeized vpon bya 
freſh vomiting of blood : to the Ropping wie- 
reof many meanes were vſcd , but all in vain, 
the fathers , his deare children, werecalledto 
him , who all weeping about him (as indeed 
who could not but weepe to ſee himdy , who 
whilſt he luued, wholly foregettul! of himlelt, 
tooke content in nothing but in doing good 


toothers) CeſarBaronius laid the prayersbor 


the recommendation of 1s ſoule; and percet 
uing that his holy ſoule was going toengull 
itſelf into the Occan of immortallglory, It 
beſought him with 2 loud voice , before bs 
departure , to giue at leaſt bis benediHion t0 bi 
gdeare children. At theſe wordsthe bleſſed Saint 
opened hiseyes , which beforc he held ſhut, 
as weary of ſeeing the world _and hijted them 
vp for a ſort ſpace towards heaven and then 
caſt them downe vpon his children , ſhewing 
hereby that he obtained A bleſſing lor then 
fromthe devine Maicſty. And after this, 3 
he had falne into 4 ſweet fleep, he paſſed i 
eternall repoſe , and at the ſame inſtant 
appeared to diuerſe pe:lons , enuironed V 
a glorious light; making them to vnder 
that he was going to receaue the recomper 
of his happy labonrs.Particularly he appc 
to a certain virgin of fingular ſandity, 
continuing her diſcourſe with him ſomev 
lopg about certainſcruples, h& {al 
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4a be oh, o/ am in my iourney ; they 
# mw So Fo ren) bave ſtaid me lons 
(ocwing Þ | 
V+ glredie , 4nd too long : which when he 
| we he mounted vp to heauen. At the fame 
lime an OtÞer Virgin conſecrated to God , as 
he was at reſt , ſaw the bleſſed father , cloa- 
; white garment ,ſhining witha hea- 
be iht, bereint two young men ; and he 
: 1 ynto ber: 7 , 4.90% ſee, am carried wp to 
beauen to the 16914 of my labours. Haue you 
len 4 care to ketp® —— pl " ory you 
leun , toyour death. For if you do ſo. you 
__ otcke of the ſame happines with me. 
Nor baye 361 ar.) cauſe to fene : Te continua- 
hjmg to our Lord for 30#. And having ſaid 
©. he vaniſhed out of her fight; The pious 
nrgin in the morning beating of thedeath 
{Saint Philip , vaderſtood what her night- 
riſoo weaned. HisBody after it had bin-waſh- 
«according tothe cuſtome of the countrey, 
0d veſted © ike habit of 4 Prieſt, was carried 
ke fave night with convenient ceremonies 
to the Church. In the morning his death be- 
ing once diuulged , there was 4 great con- 
courſe from all parts , of all ſorts of people 
loſe him , and eſpecially ot many Cardinals , 
Frelats, Religious, and other perlons ofqua- 
lj; all Sl ly lamenting the loſſ of 
all exceedingly lame e loſle of ſo 
yotthied man , lome kiſhng his ſacred teete 
adhands; orhers out cf deuotion touching 
lis body with theit beades,and others taking 
way the lowers which wete ſtrawed vpon 
lin, as holy Relicks. The night coming on, 
tte Church dores were ſhut : and his body 
qenedin the preſence of diverſe of the fathe 
as,they found two of his ribbes , as we ſaid 
adoue , broken miraculouſly , that his hart 
bipht haue more ſpace to n;oue itſelf in its 
atrordinary palpitations from the exceſſiue 
teates:they found allo that in the pericardium, 
i aſc which couereth the bart , there was 
not left the lealt droppe of water, which moſt 
Kilfullpbyſitians iudged to have bin conſu- 
ted by the ardours ot diuine contemplation. 
s hart alſo was of an extraordinary bignes, 
Mich they attributed to the ſame holy caule. 
Thete happened one thing very temarkable 
ihe opening of his body , to wit that when 
Fon occaſion they turned him, he always 
Wed his hands , and coucred his nakednes 
Vith them as if he bad bin aliue , which he 
Vs obſerued alſo todo, the night before, by 
who waſhed him : at evident figne of 
but fingular purity both of body and mind, 
ho be ſo carciully conſerucd all his lite 
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te wrobght many miracles both aliue and 
(tal, recounted at large by father Antony 
Oius in his life : whereotI will recount 
Mok two, One Auguſtin Magiltrius, a Ro» 
UW, hadbin troubled for ſeauen yeares with 
an vicers in his neck, no ways curable by | 
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Saint Philip Nerius Confeſlor. 


the art of phyſitians : one of which eſpecially 
cauſed a loathing in all that beheld it by rca* 
(on of the filthy matter that continually lowed 
from it, He hearing of the death of the bleſſed 
Saint, immediatly wentto the Church where 
bis body was expoſed : where deuoutly pray- 
ing before his heatle , he kiſſed the Saints 
bands , and then Jaying them vpon hisneck 
where the diſeaſe was, tound himſelf immedi- 
atly cured. The truth of which miracle was 
atteſted by hue eye- witneſſes vpon their oath, 
The |:ke happened to a gentlewoman of ho- 
norable parentage, called «Maria Tuftiniang. 
Certain ſcabbes or bliſters had ſo ſpread them- 
ſelucs oucr her head, as they were become 
incurable by any medecines. Her mother 
heating of the death of the Saint, immediatly 
carried her daughter to his body, beſceching 
Almighty God chrough his metits to reſtore 
her to hertormer health: and having ſecretly 
cut of 4 lock of hair from the Saints head, not 
doubting of her daughters recouery, returned 
home. Whither being come ſhe gently rubbed 
her daughters head with Saint Philips hair, 
praying to him 1n this mannerr. Holy Philip 
I beſeech you by the thoughts which you continu a- 
lly bad ot profiting the faithfull of Chriſt , that 
you Would be pleaſed to cure my daughter ; as I 
bope.you 11 , nor did her piety taile her: for 
immediatly her daughter was better, and with» 
in three days was 1o cured of that noiſome 
contagion, as there remained only one litle 
vicer 1n her head ; which by the repetition of 
the ſame holy remedic, in a ſhort time alſo 
vaniſhed away. The truth of all which v as 
atteſtcd in like manner by eye-witnelles vpon 
their oath, A certain young man being vnawa» 
res {ett vpon by a lewd woman , and much 
ſolicited, was in great trouble : on the one 
fide to yecld to the temptation he accounted 
it baſe aud abominable : on the other fide to 
reſiſt, he ſaw was dangerous, Being vpon the 
very point of falling , Saint Philip ſuccoured 
him.For hauing about hisneck in a Reliquary 
3 locke of hairc ofthe Saint, and alitle peece 
ot his linnen, all on the ſodain he felt lometh- 
ing ſhake vg on his breaſt,and preſſe his bart; 
and withall heard Saint Philip ſay to him : 
take heede Yhat thou doſt: be gon hence leaſt thou 
perisb. Whereupon he violently tied away out 
of the hands ot the impudent harlot, Of iuch 
moment 1t is deuoutly to weare about vs;the 
Relicks of Gods Saints. 

There is no Chriſtian vertue, whereof this 
holy man gaue not very rare examples. As 
for humility , he praftiſed it moſt diligently 
himſelf, and molt ſeriouſly commendedit to 
others, as the head, fountain +, and preſeruer 
of all vertues.He looked ypon himſelf as the 
vnworthieft man vpon earth : he heard noth- 
ing more vowilllivgly then his owne prayles, 


| 


he could not eadare to be eſteemed __—_ 
| and 
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» ſay T ameO miſeratle man that I am , how many 


Saint Philip Nerius , Confeſſor, 


and to thoſe who praiſed him he made this 
anfwer Would to God F Were/uch an one, as you 


virgins , how mazy poore. labourers will baue 

reater lory in heauen then Fhilip? He thought 
Kiroſell the moſt vngrateſull man living to Al- 
mighty God ;and never ceaſed to admire the 
deuine goodnes and power in waking yic of 
hipa for the conuerion of ſovles and found- 
ing that congregation,of which he vſed ſome- 
times to ſay : Yhat Was en, God bimſclf did it : 
meuer Was it in my thousbt to inflitute @ Con- 
grezation, Being jintreated in his later days to 
fay to Almighty God withS. Martin : Lord ifF 
be yet meceſsarie for thy people ,F am not wil 
ling to labour: he pietently made anſwer : far 
be at from me to make ſuch 2 prayer. 1 am not 
one that may dare to confide F showld be able to 
belpe the jaluation of men. The lame humility 
and defue of conccaling his ſaraity made 
bim ſometimes pleſantly to icſt in his ſerious 
conuerſation. He was ſuch 4 louer of poverty 
that he frequently beſought Almighty God to 
bring him to that ſtate that he might ſtand in 
neede of 4 penny , and finde ro body that 
would giue him one, Hence alſo he ordained 
that none cthis congregation ſhould baue to 
do with the purſe ct their penitents, ſaying #7 
Was impofſ;ble to gain their ſoules and their goods. 
He was 10 addicted to prayer that ke ſpent in 
it what time ſocuer he had vacant in the Cay, 
and frequently whole nights : and was io 
wounded with divine Jloue that he was like 
a fick or infirm perſon. Saying Maſle ina priu- 
at Chapell, frequently at «Agans Dei he lent 
away his ſerver ; who returned about two 
houres after , which the Saint ſent in con- 
templation of ſo great and wonderfull 4 Sa- 
crament , with a ſtrange ſenſe of picty and 
abundance ot teares , betore he coniummated 
the divine ſpecies. At the very naming of 
our Lords bitter Paſſion , or the ſight of a 
Crucifix , he could not forbeare weeping, V- 
pon a time being viſited by his hohnes, Gre- 
gory the fourticnth,when he was dangerouſly 

ick ,a thought of the Paſſion of our Saviour 
occurring to. his mind, it ſo ſtruck him that 
inſtantly with a great ſhowre of teares he cry» 
ed out, You ,o my leſus ,y0u Who are Lord ate 
@/pon A Croſſe. I $ bo amour ſernant am in 4& 
bed ! you hang wpon & Croſſe , deſpoilled of all 
cemforts itbout any bogy to ſernue you : T by here 
pou my bed With ſo many of my childrex bout 
ane , Who are only /olicitons 18 my behalfe that 
they may content me. 

As tor mecknes he knew not how to bc 
angry, he had ſopericQly reprefied, and got 
ſuch an abſolut command ouer all mctions of 
apgur. When it was neceſſary to corre any 
one , he did it with 4 wondertull mildnesand 
lenity. He won the harts cf all by his ſweete 


| 


aftability apd mciry countcgapce, with whuch | 


be looked vpon every One. Hig dj; 
was always pleaſant aud grateſy]] —_ W_ 
whatſocuer be ſaid or did, ſauoured of ſand, 


ty. His prudence in giuing of counſel] wal 


rare and aCmirable : hence was that continual 
concourſe of all cftates to him , of perſons 
of quality , Religious men , and Princesty 
acke his aduice in all weighty and difficult 
matters. Ot the Joe he bore to God 1 vill 
only add to what bath bin faid,hismoſtamoy. 
rous complaint ; no obſcuie teſtimony of his 
exceſſive Joue for the divine Maieſty : 0D: 
cum fts aceo amabilas , cur dediſti nitis tas- 
tam wvnum cr,dr' athucramparuum?y God, 
ſeeing you are ſo amiable , Why thane you given 
vs only one hart tolowe you Yith, and that ſuch 
4 litle one too? Proportionable to his love he 
bore to God was that of his neighbour, a 
this whole ſtory doth teſtify. Nor hath A 
n:ightyGod ceaſed to glorify his faithfulllover 
by granting dayly many graces and remarkz 
ble tauoursto thoſe who deuoutly invoke his 
aide : in teſtimony w hereof are tobe ſeen 
many gifts and doparies both of filuer and 
gold, hupg vp at his kely (ſhrine ; where he 
15 continually honoured by preat multitudes 
of all eſtates and conditions , but eſpec 
vpon the day of his feaſt, whichis celebiated 
every yeare vpon the twenticth fix of May, 
He was canonized fer 3 Saint by Gregoy | 
the fiftienth. His life is writen at large by 
Antony Galonius) a Renerend Father of the 
Congregation of the Oratorians, whom Is 
ue Chictly followed in this narration. And 
Cardinal Baronius(who had bin Saint Philips 
diſciple,and child in obedience, andto whom 
Saint Philip is ſaid after his death to, _ 
peared two ſeverall times in glory ) in 
beginning of his eighth tome doth grate 
fully acknowlege himſelf to be chicfly oble 
ved to this glorious Saint , for vndertaking 
and perfe&ting that great work ofEccichialti 
call Annalls, fo hencticiall to the wholc Chis 
ſtian world:for Saint Philip firſt ſet him vpon 
this glorious exploit , cncouragedaud viged 
him inceflantly to purſue it : and helped hin 
by his prayers moſt happily to peiforme 
it. Wherefore Baronius ſtileth him Aznabuw 
primum eAuthorem {F «ArchiteRum: the fi 
eAnthor , and originail contriver 0j his At 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT [JOHN 
Pope , and Martyr. 


Aint Tohn Pope the firſt of that 

F name, and glorious Martyr of our 
Lord, was ol Tuſcanie , {onne of 
Conſtantius. He ſucceeded in the 
koſtolick 5c to Saint Hormiſdas , whoſe 
tath for bis great vertucs was much lament- 
4: but ſoone after the fairhfull were won- 
trfully comforted by the cleftion which was 
ade of Saint Tobn : for they well knew his 
we parts and talents : his holines of life , his 
fine, prudence, magnanimity , and other 
ntues., which, are requiſite in the chiefe 
for of Chriſts Church. And the boly Pre- 
ltbegan preſcotly to manitctt his picty and 
wk in aduancing and augmenting our 
koh Religion and the worſhip of God. He 
made 3 Ceneteric in the way Aideatina, 
yhich he dedicated in honour of the holy 
Martyrs , Nereus and «Acbillews : and an other 
in honour of the Saints Felix and Adautius, 
likewiſe Martyrs;and yet 4 third which 1s cal- 
ld from $8int Priſcilla virgin. He adorned the 
Altar of Saint Peter with many iewels and 
wetious ſtones of great value. And in all 
tings apertaining to the honour of God , he 
vs wondertully carcfull and vigilant. There 
ipned at this cime in Italy Theodorick, 
king ofthe Oſtrogoths, with great power and 
lic tane of a valiant , prudent, and clemeat 
Prince,For although he were anArian in ſeR, 
epermitted Catholicks to live quietly: and 
aentimes did them no ſmall tauours and 
wurtches: he pave alſo great preſents to Saint 
iters, and to ſore other Churches, endea- 
Wuring , for reaſons of ſtate, to makea fair 
Orreſpondence between Gatholicks and A- 
lans:and conſerue both parties in peace and 
Wetnes, But after a while he became ſuſpt- 
(ous , miltruſted the Senat of Rome, and 
ght that ſome principall men among 
lie held intelligence againſt him with the 
Eaperourluſti, who at that time goucrned in 
lr Eaſt: and ſo by litle and litle he loſt much 
oſthatſweetnes of condition,and moderation 
0 government , which he had before ; and 
Q the contrary he grew to be jcalous, vn» 
and cruell, There happened alſo an 
cauſe of his diſcontent , which was as it 
a; 0 le caſt vVpon 4 fire. Forthe Emperour 
| +33 a molt Catholick|Prince, laboured 
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Saint Tohn Pope and Martyr. 


| to reduce all his ſubicas in the Eaſt ( where 


confuſion of ſets and differences in points . 
offaith which was in his Empire: wherevpon 
he commanded that no Arian ſhould be or- 
dained Biſhop or Prieſt : and that all their 
Churches and digaities , which they poſlefl- 
ed, ſhould be taken from them , and beſtowed 
vpon faithtull Catholiks. 'This alarmed Kin 
Theodorick , who entred 1nto 4 rh 
roared like 2 lion : as well for that, being an 
Arian heretick, he deſired to maintaine and 
keepe on foot his perfidious ſe ; thoſe, who 
were of it in the Eat demanding his help and 
proteCtion : as alſofor that he extremly feared 
that the ſtronger the Catholick party ſhould 
grow, he ſhould ſtand lefle firme in his king- 
dom. He threatned ſ[taly with fire.and from 
and to make a horrible ſlaughter of all the Ca- 
tholicks through out his dominions, if luſtin 
did not revuke his edit, and reſtore the A- 
rians to their Churchesin the Eaſt. He tooke 
notice of all the beſt qualified perſons that 
were Catholicks , ſuppoſing them to be ad- 
died to the we ar : and command- 
earned man Sexerinus 
Bottins , and Symmaches , his father in law, 
twothe moſt eminent, and of the greateſt au- 
thority and eſteeme in all Rome , who had 
alſo bin Conlulls, to be apprehended : toge- 
ther with diverſe other principall men,becau- 
ſe they were ſuſpected to fauour the Empe- 
ror, and to be ot his party. But before he 
would diſcharge his-fury vpon them , he 
diſpatched Embaſſadors to the Emperor with 
terrible threats , if he reſtored not the Churs 
ches to thoſe who were ot his falſe Religion: 
he made choice for this cruell embaſſic of The- 
odore , and two of the ſame name «Agapitus, 
perſons of great quality : and would haue the 
holy Pope to go with them as head and chie- 
te of them all , hoping by his authority and 
preſence the more eaſily to obtain of the Eme 
peror what he deſired. Andthe good Biſhop, 
being moued with the prayers and tearcs of all 
lealy ( although he were fickly and weake ) 
retuſed not the paines of the journey , for to 
fatisty the tyrant , and preuent the miſchiete 
and calamity which was hanging ouer the 
whole countrey ; and to endeauour to find 
out ſome expedient in ſo difficult a buſines , 
wherein, both of the one fide and of the 
other, there appearcd ſo many and (o great 
inconucniences. Although ( as appeared 
by the eucnt ) the blefied man went with 
a full reſolution to preterre Religion before 
ſtate, and hazard the temporall tor to conſer- 
ue the ſpiritual ; andro mianiain the faith of 
leſus Chriit entice and pure, 
The holy Pope then began his ilourney 


with this defigne , and Saint Gregorie the 
Great 


Aaaada 


370 


the Arians had hitherto born greatſway)vato ——* _ 


the Catholick Religion, and to take away the) 27 
MAY» 
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MAY. 


Saine Tobn Pope; and Martyr, 


Great tecounts that when he came toCorinth, 
a gentleman lent him an eafic-going horſe: 
and very quiet , which he kept for his wiie- 
Which when the Pope after ſome days jour- 
ney had ſent back, the horſe would not endu- 
re the gentlewoman for to ride him any more, 
as formerly he was wont , giving thereby to 
vnderſiand (ior fuch was our Lords will) that 
it was no ways fitting that a woman ſtould 
vie that ſtced , which had ſerved the great 
Vicar of leſus Chiiſt, Whereupon the gentle» 
man pave it ficely to the Pope , humbly cn- 
treating him to keepe it for his owne fa» 
dle, When he arrived at Conſtantinople , he 
was receaued with extraordinary ioy, powpe, 
and folemnity by the Emperor Iuſtin and the 
whole city, who jaid they newer had had the ho- 
our toentertaine the Bis bop of Rome Yithin the- 
ir walls before. theEmperor lighted of his hor- 
fe as ſoone as the Pope caine witkin fight,and 
falling on his knees , with great humility did 
him homage, as toGodsVicar vpon carth. The 
holy Pope , as Saint Gregory alſo writeth, 
entring the gate cf the city gave fight to a 
blindaan by putting his hands vpon his eyes. 
He treated with the Emperor ot the affaires 
he came about -, and diſpatched them all ac- 
cording to his owne deſire ; although both of 
them agreed that the Churchches ſhould not 
be reſtored to the Arians ; nor bedefiled and 
made profane by any ceremonies contrary to 
the purity cf Catholick profeſſion. The Pope 
was bighly honored , ſerved , and rcgaled by 
the Emperor with ſcuerall rich preſents, who 
although he had bin alredic crowned by the 
Patriark of Conſtantinople, begged with gre- 
at carneſtnes oi Saint Ichn,that he would put 
the In;periall crowne vpon his head with his 
ſacred hands : which he did with great pom.. 
pe and ceremonie. Then leaving the Emperor 
well ſatisfied, the city ot Conftantinople re- 
pleniſhed with the admization of his vertues, 
the Catholicks encouraged and confimed in 
their faith , though grecued for his departure; 
andinfine the Arians deſperat and raging, he 
returned back into Italy. When King Theo- 
dorick was informed of all that had paſſed, he 
aue order that the moſt holy Pope ſhould 
- taken, and caſt into a darck and loathſom 
_ at Raucnna , where then he was. But 
c loſt not ccurage for this, nor ceaſed, for 
any feare of the tyrant,to aduance and defend 
to his power the holy Catholick faith and' 
Religion. But on the contrary he writ 2 letter 
to the Biſhopsofltaly : whereof I thought fit 
to ſet downe ſome part here , that we may 
better vnderiſtand: the courage of this holy 
and valiant Martyr , and what he did at Con- 
ſtantinoplc ; it being a quite different thing, 
and contra y. to what ſome hiftoriographers 
tai e left in writing. Thus he { eaketh then. 
T baue often jound by experience th at the holy 


care and deuotion Which you bay bril: 
Religion doth alYays _ and ena hifi 
* and that 
the Catholick faith , Which doth nat comfort and 
ſirengthen me alone, but alſo all other Hig 
of our Lord, is manifeſted, dilated, an —_ 
gated ty wennes of your labours ang holy works 
Wherefore 1 exhort and armonich you my _ 
deare brethren , that yiu arme Jounſe £5 X 
the ſword of our Lords fpurit againſt the poſi 
oujnes of tle eArians ; Which not only once } : 
many times bath bin condemned : an ng pa 
peares to be reuiued 524in in dunſe, Perſerat 
it ,and make Yar ag9indft it fo , that ther; My : 
not remain a7.y roote or trace of it : and conſenate 
Yith Catholick, rites and ceremunies Without 
any aelay or hinderancethe Chmches of the hr 
ans ,% bereſoeuer th: y be, For Wee whilſt ye _ 
at Conſt antinofle for the Catholick Religion and 
for the aff aires of King T heodoick, all tha be 
foundin thoſe places, ve reconciled them, r:uxi. 
ted and reſtured them again to ont Lind. the 
moſt pious , moſt Chriſtian , and truly Cathglit 
E mperor Tuſtin concurring With ws, and 
ing vs With bis fauoar , for torcote out by that 
meanes the «Arian hereticks, And although 
King Theogorick, being injefled With the aria 
peſt!lence , dothreaten w1 , that he vill tfrg 
both 13 and all our countrey,andput allts fie 
and fword ; benot troubled at bis threats: mult 
this kinder you or make 30 backward in thi 
your iuty. But rather take more conroge and ly 
bour manfully in the vineyard of our Lird,in 
conformity to thoſe diuine Words : do not feat 
thoſe that can tall the botly , and not the ſoult 
but rather feare him who can deſircy turhlug 
and [oule, and aft them beadlons mt hellfe 
Theſe are the words of the holy Pope and 
Martyr Saint John :by which, and by the hard 
vſage he receaued from king Theodorick, 
and alſo by his death ſuffered in priſon, i 
clearly ſeen with what intention and reſoly- 
tion he went to Conſtantinople, and how 
he behaued himſ{clf there : and that like a hoiy 
and good Paſtor , he choſe rather to looſe his 
life then the fincerity of his ith, by failing in- 
diſcreetly in his office and duty. The-bleiſed 
Pope was kept ſo long in that naſtie and 
darck priſon, and vſed there fo hardly, thit 
after while he gaue vp his holy ſoulc toGod, 
And Theodorick not ſatisfied with hisdeath 
made alſo Symmachus and Boetius to dy, 
whom he kept priſonnoers : both of them be: 
ing ſo eminentand worthie perſons, that they 
were the glory and ornament of the city 0! 
Rome : and Boetius ſo holy 4 man, that afcer 
he was beheaded at Pauia , when one ofthe 
executioners, ſcoffing at him ſaid: vbo bytb 


' put thee to death ? he anſwered wicked m": 


and immediatly taking vp his head with bis 
owne hands, like Saint Denis Arcopagita,he 
walked with it to 3 Churck bard by , whe 


kneeling downe,he receauedthe moſt - , 


nt , and preſently ceaſed to live, But 
orick could not long rcioice and 
yimſelf of bis wicked exploits : for four. 
re and tcD days after the death of Saint 
tho he Was chaſtiſed by God moſt ſeverely 
lo wk and ſoulc, in this manner following. 
h he was at ſupper, there was ſerucd in at 
ti table the cad of 4 fiſh ofa ſtrange and 
«ouſyall bigncs which he fancied to be Sym- 
wchus bis head , which be had commanded 
ut long before to be cut of , and he thought 
i looked galtly and grimmely vpon him,and 
ed the teeth at hin, Whereupon he grew 
0 be extremly tioubled ; and changed in 
counteDANCE ſunk downe , and fell out of his 
ences, ſothat they were forced to carrie him 
his beC:.nd within few days, acknowledg- 
-o that this was 2 vengeance ſent him from 
tven,for having moſt vniuſtly put thoſe ho- 
h men to death ; but not crying to God for 
nercy, OT asking pardon for his inns ,gaue yp 
tiynfoitupat love to the deuills : which(as 
(nt Gregory writcth 1n his dialogues ) 4 
toly Hermite faw taken and lead away as pri- 
over , loaden with chaines , and bound by 
teSaints, Pope Iobn and Symmachus , as 
arcutioners cf the deuine Iuſtice ; and caſt 
them into a deepe pitt in vulcans Iland, 
plich 1oincs to that of Lipara , and conti- 
mally caſteth vp ſmoake and fire , there to 
te cternally tormented. So doth our Lord of- 
kn permit his ſervants to lufter , and be at- 
fied and tormented by tyrants ,tocrowne 
teirpatience , and afterwards to puniſh the 
kne tyrants with his ſtrong and powerfull 
had; ſhewing himſelf in the one Juſt, and 
inthe other mercitull. Saint lIohn dyed on the 
one and twentieth of May , inthe yeare of 
a Lord fue hundred twenty fix, according 
v Baronius , having held the cbaire of Saint 
Peter two yeares and cight months. He gaue 
holy orders in Rome , betore he parted for 
Conſtantinople,and ordained fifteen Biſkops, 
tis boly Body was carried trom Ravenna to 
Jone, and buried in Saint Peters Churchon 
le twenty ſeauenth of May , on which the 
Chuch celebrateth his feaſt and Tranſlation, 
TteAuthors of the Ecclefiaſticall hiſtory, and 
fide hues of Popes, do write of Saint Iohn, 
Pope and Martyr : and all the Martyrologes 
ad Cardinall Baronius in the ſecond tome 
lis Annalls, 


OWLS 


Saint Iohn Pope, and Martyr. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT FELIX 


Pope , and Martyr, 


. 


Were Aint Felix Pope, the firſt ofthat na» 
<J me, was born at Rome, and was ſon- 


Q ne of Conſtar:tius. He ſucceeded 
S.Denis Pope. He was martyred in 
time of Aurel1an Emperor ; whoalthoughin 
the firit yeares of his Raigne ,by reaſon that 
he was much ingaged in warts, permitted the 
Chriſtians to liue in peace ; yet after he had 
gained ſome fignall viftories over his enemies, 
and had made triumphs for themat Rome, rai- 
ſed a perſecution againſt the Church of 
Chriſt ; which was the ninth perſecution 
which ſhe endured : wherein dyed many bra- 
ue Martyrs of our Lord by the cruell edits 
of Aurclian,and amongſt them our holy Pope 
Saint Felix, aſter he had gouerned the Church 
two yeares and fue months , according to 
Cardinall Baronius : though ſome do allow 
him towre yeares and odd months. In the time 
of Saint Felix there came forth from hell two 
hereticks for to wage warre againſt the Ca» 
tholick Church ; Paulus Samoſatenus, Biſhop 
of Antioch, a Syrian by nation , and «Manes 
a Perhian , author and beginner of the Manje 
chean ſet , which laſted and moleſted the 
Church tor many yeares.But our gloriousand 
{oucrain Paſtor valiantly oppolcd the hereti- 
cks; labouring all that he could to bring them 
to their witts ;and to confirm the Catholiks 
in their faith, He omitted nothing that be« 
longs to the duty of a good Prelat :and as 
ſuch be writ an epiſlle , tull of admirable do« 
&11in, to Maximinus , Biſhop of Alexandria, 
of the divinity and humanity of the ſonne 
of God , and of the two diſtin& Natures in 
one Perſon ; where he graucly refutes the 
errors of Paulus Samoſatanus and of Sabel> 
lius : of which epiſtle mention is made in 
the Councill of Chalcedon : and Saint Cyrill 
alſo citeth it ,and vigeth it as an authority 
againſt the hercticks. He ordained that none 
ſhould dare to ſay Maſle , but prieſts only : 
and that Maſſe ſhould not be ſaid out of the 
Chutch, or in a profane place, but ypon v1- 
gent neceſſity, Which other holy Popes and 
Councills did alſo confirm; iudging it to be 
lefſe inconuenience , not to hearc Maſſe, then 
to heare it in 4 profape and indecent place. 
He determined that in caſe of doubt whether 


| 3Church were conſecrated ornozand that the 


Aaaaa 2 ccrtainty 


certainty could not be made to appeare , that 
then,it ſhould be conſecrated,to do that which 
was not certain thatit had once bin don. He 
made a decree that Maſles ſhould be ſaid in 
honour and memorie of the Martyrs, as had 
bin always practiſed in the Church, though 
never decreed vntill then. He gaue holy or- 
ders twice, and ordained nine Pricſts , fiue 
deacons,and asmany Biſhops. His Martyrdom 
was on the thirtienth of May , on which day 
the Church keepes his feaſi. He dyed in the 
.yeare ofour Lord two hundred ſeaucnty five, 
and in the fitt ofthe Raigne of Aurclian Em- 


 peror. His holy Body was buried in the way 


Called Aurelia , twomiles from Rome, in his 


owne Churchyard ,” whete he had built and 


conſecrated 4 Church. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT PETR0- 
NILLA , Virgin , Daughter of Saint 
Peter the Apoſtle. 

g of Saint Peter , before our Lord lefus 

Chriſt called him to bean Apoſtle ; and 
the ſame Sauiour cured Saint Peters Mother 
in law of 2 high feauer. His wife was named 
Perpetua , and Clement Alcxandrinus faith 
ſhe was 4 Martyr : and that Saint Peter ſceing 
her lead to Martyrdom , d1d much reioice for 
the great fauour God did him in it , and that 
calling her by her name , he comforted and 
exhorred her, ſaying : 0 Perpetua, be mindfwull 
of our Lord. By this Matrimony Saint Peter, 
before he followed Chriſt , had a daughter, 
named Petronilla : for afterwards , he left his 
wife andliued in perpetuall continence. Saint 
Petromlla was extremly comely and beauti- 
full : but that ſhe _ not grow proud 
therewith, and by the flower of her age looſe 
the fruit of vertue, our Lord lent her 4 long 
and greeuous infirmity, Some of Saint Peters 
familiar acquaintance asked him ybat vas tbe 
reaſorw , that be » bo cured ſo many other fick 
perſons even With bis sbadow only , could not, or 
would not cure bis ovne dawghbter , that lay ſick 
at bome of the palſey ; and why , being ſo chanta- 
ble to others , be as in 4 manner auell to her? 
the holy Apoſile' anſwered : corporall heath 
is not expedient for the ſoule of my daughter : it 
ze neceſſarie for ber to be fuck. For oftentimes the 
ſoule is preſerued in health, and kept from fall- 
ing fick,, by the infirmity = Bory : and that 
you may know that sbe lyeth not ſick in bed becau- 

[eF am nit able to cure het,but for that F do moſt 


Aint Petronilla Virgin , was daughter 


Saint Petronilla Virgin, 


| refoxe reprouye it as falſe , but in anſve i 


tenderly lwe hey eater o004 
ſaith he vato 4 , —_ F ta, _ nals 
Preſently ſhe got vp , and being 6s tak, - 
health ; as if ſhe had never bin ſick py l 
them at table : and after ſhe had "f aw 
that office, ſhe returned again ſick w__— 
for ſo her father commanded. She conti ved 
thus ſome yeares , and at length be fuk 
ſeeing her jree from thoſe ioperieRio 
which ſhe cither had betore ,Or at leaſty; 
in danger to fall into , cured her ot all "ay 
and made her ſound in body:and ſhe encreak 
much in tan&tity and piety , 1o that lbe cane 
to worke miracles , and by her interceſſion 
many were cured of diſcales A noble and 
powertull gentleman, called Flaccus had no- 
tice of her great beauty and excellent patts: 
and being in louc with her, and defirous bh 
take her for his wife , he came vnto her hoy- 
ſe, accompanied with ſouldiars and men of 
war : and cgeclared vnto her the cauſe of hs 
comming. Petronilla ſhewing no trouble, 
quictly anſwered him : to what purpoſe , 6 
Flaceus ,ſo much noiſe of armes for to comets 4 
veake and lute mayden? womens affeflions ar 
not ordinarily Wwonne by armes and threats but 
vith ſeruices and adareſies. If you ill baue m 
to be your wife , let me prepare myſelf three di: 
and at the end of them , Tad vnto me ſome W- 
men and maides for ts accompame me andlul 
me to your bouſe , as becomes your ſtate and wane 
dition, This anſwer ſatisfied Flaccus , who 
promiſcd to do as ſhe defired. And the holy 
virgin , who had conſecrated hericit intucly 
vato Icſus Chiiſt, ſpent thoſe three days in 
continuall prayer and faſting , begging of out 
Lord with ardcnt afte&ion and many tears 
for to free ber from that danger , and mit to pt- 
mitt ber to looſe againſt ber Wall what int 
bad promiſed , vowed, and giuen vnto bim ant 
moſt earneſily deſired , perpetually to keepe, and 
conſerwe for bim. The third day a holy Prielt 
by name Nicomedes , came to her bouſe,and 
celebrating Maſle gaue her the moſt Blelled 
Sacrament ; which when ſhe had reccaud 
ſhe lay downe vpon her bed , and rendred 
her ſoule vato God, The ſame day came iis 
Ladys and damzells , which Flaccus had {cat 
for to accompanie and bring her vnio hus 
houſe: and finding her dead, initecd of folk 
nizing her mariage , they celebrated her fv 
neralls. Her death was on the laſt ot May,vp% 
which her tcaſt is kept, Her body was buried 
in the way Aideatina ; but afterwardsinthe 
time of Pope Paulus the firſt it was ſolemnly 
tranſlated to the Church of the Prince ofts 
Apoſtles. Marcellus Pricſt writeth of 54 
Petronilla , as one that was an cyc witns 
And although Saint Auguſtin in his books 
apainſt Adimantus the Manichcan faith at 


that booke is apocryphal! \ he doth not - | 
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Saint Petronilla Virgin. 


te heretick \who alleadged it in fauour of | loges do make mention of Saint Petronilla, 


i bt phat was writen in holy ſcripture , 5. Augu- | mon tradition of the Church that ſte was his 
/' fin ſhewetÞ of how great authority any boocke daughter, The Church on this day keepeth 
| of canonicals Saipture is aboue Yhatſoener other | her acted body in Saint Peters Church at 
writings : 39 teacheth by the ſame holy Scri- Rome, where it reſteth, And ſo, in my 
ure that Without preizedice of coantty Ye nay | iudgement , what is here recount:d , ought 
fie the body of ry enemie for the ſaluation | to be credited as certain : although ſome leare 
bis oule , do1g BAerern t be office of 4 frend, ned men do find ſome difficulty int, 

« the Suints haue often don. All the Martyro- 
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THE MONTH OF 


I VNE 


"THE LIVES OF SAINT MAR CELLINYS PRIEST, 
and Saint Peter , Exoruſt , Martyrs, 


Mongtt the piori- { which his daughter ſuſfcred , frid vnto him : 
cus Mattyrs , that | aArteairs, if you did know Teſus Chriſt ;and 
gaue their liucs tor ; Yowld beleene in him, end adore biifor God; 
lelus Chriſt 1n ticuc | wth That treaſures Fould your faule be exriched, 
of the Emperors | 947g hw ſocae Yould your daughter be perfeftly 
Diocletian and Ma» | cared? Artemivs anlwered : 7 ſee mow clearly 

| 

| 


— 


x:mian , Were tne | that Ly the many torments you have lin put 
boly Champions | wats ,you have loft your Witts , aud do talk ily. 
SE Marcellinus and Pe- | 7 bis Teſus Chrift , hom , you honour as your 
&: whoſe feaſt the Church celebrateth the | God , caz nut Jet you free ont of the priſon Jors 
kondof Tune, Saint Peter was an Exvicilt, | aje in, or deliier you from my hanas : and yet 
ad our Lord wrought many great mitacies uz cli me, thatif 1 Wl beliewe in bim he iN 

lim, ticeing many by bis meanes from | free 9 daughter from the dinill that tarmenteth 
lerower of the diuitl, Which made him to | ber, aad reſtore her her bealth To which Saint 

len notice of, and as much Eatcd by | Peter replycd : ur Lord doth nut always deliver 
kenoſt ynuſt winifters of Iuſtice, who were |! his ſeruants from the paines an1 affliftions 
Neryel] blood luckers, that they wee never Yb they endere , for to punrifie and proue then 
<ifed withthe blood of the feruants of lee ! the more Yith torments, 6s gula is purged and 
8 Chtiſt, Serenus who was licutcnant or ' fined in the jornace, Yet he beth can and acth 
ce-90uernour commanded he ſhovid be ta- free them Wben it is connentent. «4nd if y0u 
«priſoner, and: delivered into the hands | wall make prooffe of it , let vs make 4 bargain: 


— >< ——— —  — —_— 


Atemius, who was to Keeps Him, This | 6nd do your promiſe me that you Will veliene nm 
Memivs had a Caughter whom be loued moſt | Chriſt, if this night he celinvereth me from the 
; ny ,but ſe was tcartully tornented and | priſon Yberein F am. Artcrnius (cory at the 
Wed by the Civill.Saint Peter being in pri» | Martyrs words promiſed him. But that there 
n, and ſeeing him extrenily fad and much | might be no deceit or fraud, he doubled his 
"miorted for the continnall vexation, | aards, put new bolts vypon bim,the a calt him 

| | B bbbb 1'© 
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tie peruerlc do&tin , and by it condemned | the daughter of Saint Peter, Anditis the Com- *— 
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375 Saint Marcellinus Prieſt, and S, Peter Exorciſt,Martyr 


into the loweſt dungeon of the priſon, and: 
2, 


lockt the dores with greateſt care, When he 


IynE. had in this manner ſecured him, he told his 


Wife Candida what had paſled , and ieſted at 
the Martyrs words. But Candida, as being 
more adviſed, ſaid to her husband that be 
should not ſceffe at Yhat Peter bad ſaid, but ex- 
pet7 that might toſee the ſucceſſe of it. ſeeing,chat 
#he truth Yould ſoone be made knuvne. As they 


were 1n this ciicourſe , atthe beginning of 


the night , Saint Peter preſented himlelt be. 
fore Artemivs , his wie , and his daughter 
Paulina, who was with her Parents. He came 
clothed in white robes, with a crofle in his 
hand, which the diuill that poſleſied Favlina, 
perceauing , run ſodainly away , making a 
tearfull outcry,and ſaying:the wertue of Chriſt, 
0 Peter , Which is in thee , hath bound me and 
ca? me out from hence. For Þ leaue Paulina 
free andin perfef? bealth. The Parents of Pau» 
lina were aſtoniſked to fee Peter at liberty 
before them, and their daughter in health, 
They caſt themſelues ſtraight at the Saints 
feete , confefling Jeſus Chriſt to be the true 
God, and demanded baptiſme, and fo did all 
thoſe ot his family,together with thirty other 
perſons, who at the newes of this miracle ca» 
meto Anemius his hovle : alſo the priſoners 
that were there dctained for ſcycrall crimes, 
being brought by Artemius vnto Saint Peter. 
and looſed, whenthey vncerſtood this great 
and wondcertull miracle , weie converted; 
ard baptized by $.Marcellinus,whom S.Peter 
deſized ſt.ould be called for that purpoſe. They 
remained aboue 4 month in Artemius his hou- 
ſe , catechizing and inſtrufting thoſe new 
Chriſtians in the admirable myiteries of our 
Religion, and confirming them in the faith, 
forthat Serenusthe Iudge happened at that ti- 
me to be fick.but ſoſoone as he was recouercd, 
he commanded Artemius to bring before him 
whatChriſtians he had in bis priſon. Artemius 
calling them together, and with much reve- 
rence and devotion kiſſing their hands , ſaid 
vntothem; that thoſe x ho had & defire of Mar- 
tr dom should prepare them/clues couragionſly 
for the combat 1andthoſe w bo bad 4 mind to ge 
part , be gauethem free leaue to'go. The next 
morning he went to the Iudge, and related 
vanto him all that had paſſcd,and told him that 
Peter and <Manellinus would by no meanes go 
forth of the priſon , although be had opened them 
the dores, and bad tinwery wigent with them for 
to ſaue themſclues. Antemius icil imo 4 great 
rage and turie , and cauſed Artemivs to be 
moſt cruelly beaten with plummets of lead, 
and then to be caſt into priſon. Atterwards 
ſending for Marcellinus and Peter, he endea- 
uoured to perſy ade them with faire words 
ard promiſes : but ſeeing that | loſt hisla- 
bour, and that Marcellinus anſwered him ve- 


ry couſtar'ly and tcfolutly ; he commanded | 


| the ſouldiars of his gard to beat him with 


vi 


their fists vpon the tace ; and the - 
ſo many blows that they were — bin a 
ſtriking him. Then the moſt wicked jth 
_ order that he ſhould be ſeparated f . bd 
is CCmfanipn , and carried back to priſon fom 
and there ſtretched outat his length andlay 
Hat vpon the floore which was thick aan +6 
with broken peeces of olaſle ; and left the ' 
all alone without light, or any thing teat, the p 
After this he falleth vpon Peter, and with z wo 
frowning and lowring looke layth vntohin, hand: 
Do not thinke that I will ſett thee any More ve WF they 
pon the tortmre , and tun thy ſides with gifce 
torcher. For to menow 1 ill bave thee ted WW ws 
| wnto & pſt that thou myſt be pulled 2 Peccer WY hid 
and eaten ty wild and ſaucge teaſts. The bal ith f 
Exorciſt anſwered : 1 1 Yender Why the Y jade 
art called Sercnus that is gratious , ſein Y (1 
thon art ſo auf ere and clowdy : and baſt un» Y rock 
manded Marcellings to be beaten and imprijcn © out 
ned, Who is 2 frend of God, Whom thou cugitnf © ine 
earneſily to defire and teſeech to tray wnto wi x San 
Lord for thee , that ke Woull deliver thee jun nanded 
thoſe eternall paines , Which are trepared fu ke was 
thee. With theſe words Serenus (yelled note fom thi 
withrage , and commanded that Saint Peter WY jgwade 
ſhould be loaden with chaincs , and lead into mY 
priſon , and there put into a kindeffiocks * this 
But our Lord was not vamindfyll of his two te fam 
ſervants, fcr he ſent them an «Angell fortheir WI v4, j 
comfort , who appeared firſt to Saint Marcel Wis 
linus, when he was 1n prayer , ſtretched out ung 
vypon the glaſle ſherdes, and clothing hin, W i; 
bid him to follow him ; then brought himue I q1,64 
to that part of the dungeon where Saint Pe- katizec 
ter Was; whom he alſo looſed from the ſtocks ſhe Ma 
and piucs : and led them both to the houle kaed b 
where all thoſe who had bin baptized wel? BY fondo! 
aſſembled togetl.er in prayer, The «Angellbid WW x45, 
them remaine there ſeauen days with thoſe _ 
Neophyts, for to inſtruct , encourage , aol WM 64 
pen. them in the faith, and afterwards laid WF qn4.4 
they ſhould be preſented before the ludgesSe: reatren 
'renus: who in the meane time lendingtothe WF 14 6 
priſon for to haue Marcellinus and Peter WF 1 
brought vnto him ; word was brought him in tin 
that they Were nt to be found. Screnus VS Wo 
cuen out of his witts tor anger , "_— iedand 
his fury vpon «Artemivs , and Candida, wet the 
their daughter Paulina , commanded that lkrcellin 
they ſtould be buried aliue, But as the officers Umnaniq 
weie leading them to their execution, Salt, Wi» 
Marcellinus and Saint Peter come and meete tr faw 
the holy Martyrs by the way, and cocoungy WY yiyy 
them, by ſetting betore their cyes the grt dCiemo 
| | hich God gineth tlew 
rewards and recompenſes 3 5 Ih Winted 1 
Who do fight for bis Name like vaiuant ſou wily bet 
| f the crucll Judge MN 1.7 
ars. The wicked officcts 0 = Into 
knowing who they were,layd hands 00 wil [0 
for to carric them vnto theis —_— . Yous y 
fut they beheaded 4rtemius , and throw Flay, 


Ta 


vine Marcellinus Prieſt, and S. Peter Exorciſt, Martyr. 376 


44 andPaulina into a pitt , filled it vp 
ih ſtones , andſo buried them a liuc. 
k 4nd as tor the Saints Marcellinus and Pe- 
er the Iudge gaue ſearcnce that they ſhould 
je carried tO 3 certain foreſt 4 good way of 
{nm the city , called tbe black, ood: though 
ow bauing changed its name, trom thete 
MartyrSic is called the Yhite wood, and there be 
\teaded. Saint Damaſus Pope writech that 
the place being tull of briars and brambles, 
t Saints pulled them vp with their owne 
nds, and cleanſed the place , that therein 
key ought the better cfter vpto God the $3- 
gihce # their liues. Here did theſe twoglori. 
as Marty#s, after they bad embraced and fa- 
ed one an other v ith the kifle of peace , 
qi fiogular deuotion and affcEion of hart 
nd their knees to make their laſt prayer to 
ur Lord ; in which they were beheaded. 
ſieirbodies were taken vp by two holy and 
kyout women, Lxcina and Firma , and bu- 
dncere tothe Sepulcher of SaintTiburtins, 
x Wnt Tiburtius hioſelt , appcaring, com- 


woded ſhould be don. Saint Damalſus whilſt | 
k yas yet Leftor , had this whole relation | 


fam the very aan , called Durothews , that | 


kteaded them : and when he was made Bt- | 


; he compoled verſes in their honour, 
n yhich he deſcribes their Martyrdom. And 
i kane executioner did publickly proteſt 
lube ſav the ſoules of the(e bleſſed eMartyre, 


Win vhite , and carried wp ly the bands of | 


els into beawen : which cauſed ia him 
kharcmorſe ot Conſcience, and deteſtation 
(sf&,that he did pennance tor it, and was 
ktized, and made a happic and holy end. 
The Martyrdom of theſe two Saints is cele- 
lated by the Church , as we ſaid , vpon the 
kadof lune , and 1t happencd 1a the yeare 
dotLord thice hundred and ewo. The Em- 
ko Conſtantin built a goodly Church in 
txchonour in the yay Lanicana, which be 
anched with many preſents , and aſſigned it 
patrents and poſſeſſhons. In Rome allo there 
$1 Church dedicated in their Name. A pait 
liteir holy Relicks was tranſlated into Fran- 
tin time of Gregory the fourth. The city ot 
Cemona in the yeare one thouſand two hun- 
«and thiteen , obtained 4 famous vitory 
«the Milancſcs by the interceſſion ot >. 
krellinus and Saint Peter 3 whom they had 
Umanimouſly called: vpon for to helpe, and 

vur them: and whilſt-they were prayivg 
ſay two white doues to fly from the AI. 
And during the battail, ati the ſouldiars 
icmona beheld two.young mengallant!y 
Witted vpon white itcedes ro march conti- 
Wl belore them, and to caſt 2 terror and 
Wintotheir encmics, and force them to 
are back and fly away. So doth Charles 
"re Vriite 18 his fixtienth booke of the 


of Italy. In the yeare one thouſand | 


two hundred and thirteen, The Roman Mar- 
tyrologe , and thoſe of Bede , Vſuardus and 
Ado make mention of theſe Saints : and the 
Atts of their Martyrdom are recounted by Su- 
rius and Baronius, 
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THE LIFE 0F SAINT ER ASMVS, 
Bishop and Martyr, 


1 HE holy Church ioineth with 

oF Saint eAlarcellinus and Saint 
BY Peter in one and the ſame fo. 
2/3 |emnity $4int Eraſmus, Biſhop 
T and Maityr , who 1n time of the 
aiorſaid Emperors, Diocletian and Maximian, 
fought valiantly tor the faith of Iclus Chriſt : 
and was oftentimes put to moſt bitter and 
crucll torments.Diocletian made him beftript 
naked and feartully ſcourged with leather 


thongs , armed with pellets of lead : and after . 


this to hauc his bones broken with knottic 


cudgells: and finding that all theſe horrible 
painces could not bring him to releat-in his 
conſtancy, and forſake the law of Chriſt, he 
cauſed 4 great cauldron to be ſer vpon the 
fire , full ot pitch, rofin, waxe, and brimſtone: 
and when all this was-meltcd together , and 
excccding hoct , the Saint was caſt iato it : 
but by the will and ſpeciall prote&ion ofour 
Lord , i did no ways huit or endommage 
him. eAt which miracle many of the people 
being much moued , renounced their falſe 
Gods ,and were made Chriſtians, The Empee 
ror commanded he ſhould be carried back 
into the priſon; and that vpon paine of death 
no body ſhould give him any thing to cate 
or drink. But about midnight whillt the Blef- 
ſed Martyr was praying, alt the priſon (hined 
with an incomparable light ,-and a moſt 
{weete and dclightull ſauour proceeded from 
it : andpreſently an Angell appearing tohim 
ſhaked of his bolts and iron chaines, and faid 
Eraſmus ,nſe wp ; and follow me : for you are to 
c,1uert manyſoules ynto our Lord, The Angclt 
carried him to Lucrinum ,atowane of Apulia, 
in the kingdom of Naples, Where God wrou- 
ght by this his Saint many and very great aij« 
racles: by meancs whereot and by his heaucns 
ly life and dodtrin , innumerable infidells, de- 
teſting their dark ignorance , embraced the 
clcare light of the Goſpelj, and were brought 
ito the told ofour Lord lefus Chritt. 

The fame of Saint Eraſmus was ſpread 
through outall the countrey ; and the Empe*» 
ror Maximian coming thither,and hearing the 


report of his admur ablc miracles and Iarc Ver. 
cucs 


Ivxe. 
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Saint Eraſmus Bishop , and Martyr, 


tues ,defired to fee him ,and ſent ſome to 
bring him : when be was come he asked him 
Tha! Religion be Ye as of ? the Saint lifted vp his 
eyes to heauen, for to implore Gods grace and 
aſſiſtance tor to anſwer well : whercat the ty» 
rant chahng bid the officers itnke him on the 
face, and ſaid vnto him : looke w hereyou should 
look, and ſacrifixe to the Gods.Not longafter he 
put vg on his bare body a brigantine or coatec 
of iron red-hot ;and fecipg that it did not bur- 
ne or any ways moleſt him, be frettedand ſwe- 
led with indignation and rage;and by and by 
caſt him into veſſel] full of pitch , rofin and 
oyle, boiling and feething on the fire , hoping 
that therein be would be foohe conſumed. But 
what force hath fire againſt the will and ap» 
pointment of God ? the Saint remaincd in 
that cauldron a long while , and receaued no 
hurtatall. Which did incredibly vexe and tor- 
ment the tyrant , who commanded him to be 
taken from thence , and kept in priſon, vntill 
he could inucnt ſome way to aflit him But 
that very night an Angell appeared vnto him, 
and breaking in peeceshis Chaines tooke him 
to the fea fide , where there wasa hitle bark 
prepared for him, into this he centred, and the 
Angell guiding it , he arrived at Formie or 
Nos 1n the Province of Campania , not far 
from Caieta. Theic be did what he vicd todo: 
and by his example , preaching, and miracles, 
ke cnlightned that blind nation, and commyu- 
nicated vnto it the ſouerain light of the holy 
Golpcl. And one day, as he was praying, he 
heard a voice fiom Lo which ſaid vnto 
him. Eraſmus, my [aithfull ſernant \ſering thou 
boaſt fought like 4 good ſouldiar for me, come and 
receaue thy trowne, And at the ſame inſtant 
he ſaw a molt rich and glorious crowne bro- 
vught him downe from heauen:and bowing his 
hcad he anſwered: 14 recegue my ſoule in pea;e. 
And when he had ſpoken this, his foule was 
{cen in forme of a white doue to fly vp to 
heaven, accowpanicd by the Angells , to be 
xeceaucd by him who had created him, and 
hadgiuen lum fixergth to fight ſo valiantly , 
and bad ſooiten delivered him from tormegts 
and trom death ,as we haue hererelated. He 
dycd on the ſecond of Iune , in the yeare of 
our Lord three hundred andthree, according 
to Baroniyus, Saint Gregozy laith that his body 
was placcd in the Cathedrall Church of For- 
miz, and was after ards tranſlated to Caicta, 
whetc it is at picſent ; and is reuerenced and 
bonored with great deuvtion, 'The glorious 
Patriarck Saint Benedi& was a great clicnt of 
Saint Eraſmus,and built two ſtately Churches 
in his konour, the one at Rome and the other 
at Vercclls, as isobſerued by Cardinall Baro-» 
nius. This lite is taken out of Saint Ado, and 
is {ct cowne wuch more at large by Saint An» 
tonirts Arch 1iſlop of Florence, and by Vin» 
Ecntius of Ecauuais.Popc Gelafiusthe lecond 


| 


hauing'bin a Monk of Mont-Cafſin wri 
life of Saint Eraſmus Biſhop and Mo 
of ſome other Saints, as Petrus Diaconus af 


reth vs in his booke of the famousmenoſthy 


Monaſtery. And all other Martyrol 
make mention of Saint Eras,” waa 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT NORBERT 
Aachbishop of Magdeburge , and Foundy 
of the holy Order of Norbertines, called 
| Premonſtratenſis, 


Aaint Norbert was born in 2 villz- 
ge ne1e Cullen,called Xanthes,and 
ancicntly Trey, His fathers name 
was Heribert, and his mother was 
called Hadviges : perſons both noble andiich, 
whilſt his mother went with child with hug, 
ſhe heard once 2 voice that ſpoke thus vato 
her : take notice of What you beare: the child tha 
you beare in your Yombe hall le an eAriblicdup. 
Saint Norbert was brought vp ficlt in the 
houſe of Frederick Biſhop ofCullen,andattcr- 
wards in the court of the Emperor Heary, lie 
won the affcAions of eucry one by his good 
nature,and ſweete and towardly diſpoliton: 
and permitting himſclf to be carticd away by 
the tond plealurcs and paſtimcs of the world, 
he bad no bigher thoughss then how be 
might luc in honour and at his calc : buts 
the world is deceitſull, and all the delights & 
it are wingled with much gall and bitteins, 
he grew out of love with it at length; andbe 
gan to ſeeke elſe whete that content and que 
et of mind, which no earthly commoditics 
could afford him. Wheretorc he ueſoluedw 
take his leage of the world, and embraced 
ſtate of pennance : for which purpole he 
retired hinifelf for fourty days into a Mons- 
ery , and then returning againe vnto the 
Church, where he had a Canonry ; byza pats 
ticular inſpiration of Almighty God lic apply- 
ed himſelf to preaching , which he did ith 
incredible teruour , cxhoiting all wen by 
words and example, vnto vertue,to the great 
aſtoniſhmentofthoſe who had knowne hin 
before, Some were exceedingly moued tothe 
amendment of their lives and the ſtudy otpic- 
ty by his ſermons ; others were offended with 
the liberty which he vicd in reprehending 
their vices: and there wanted not thoſe who 
ſuborneda paultrey fellow 107 to rewile hi, 
and affront him, and cuen to ſpitin his face: 
which Saint Noxbeit, armed with _—_ 
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ale love of God , ſuffered very meckly | 
al cheerfully. There happened vnto him 
"his tipe a'ſtrange accident, The Saint 
frhsgreater devotion vſcd to celebrate holy 
ſe in the not retired and ſecret places. 
Oneday whilſt he was offering vp the devine 
wrifce in 3 chapell which was vader the 
nd , he perceaued that a great and vgly 
4 yasfallen into the Conſecrated chali- 
«2nd Rood doubtfull for 4 while what he 
toold do, not refleing perhaps vpon what. 
teholy Church preſcribeth ſhould be don in 
k% cake, But at length he conſummated the | 
joy Blood of ou Lord, and withall ſwallow- | 
d downe the ſpider that was inthe chalice, 
ifer Maſſe he berook humſclt vnto prayer, 
og nothipg elſe but death : but our 
al, for whoſe loue he had expoſed him 
Kyoto this danger , was plealed mercitully 
vleliuer him, for in ſaceſing he voided the 
kirby his noftre11s, without receaurng any 
aagc from it. Having continued this man- 
xr ol preaching three yeares, going very 
wet and meanly clad, though he wer 4 Ca» 
0a; and (uffcring great pertccutions from 
kewhoſe eyes were dazled by the luſter of 
E lkemincot vertues, he reſolued to renoun- 
allbencfices andChurch livings : as he did : 
plthen ſelling whatſocuer he bad, he diſtri- 
ied the price of it among the poore; and 
no barefoot with thinne and muſerable clo- 
= be depth of winter, with two of his 
wapanions,preſentes] himſc!t yatoPope Gee 
ks,and caſting bimſelf at his holines his 
trte, gauc him an account of all his ations, 
alot bis intentions for the future : whereat 
kePope very much rexoicing had 4 mind to 
ee him with him. But Saint Norbert deft- 
rltobe excuſed ; and be permitted to take 
a other courſe , wherein he night have 4 
Ker commodity to do pennance and make 
bation far the vanity he had bin giuen 
Wo,whillt he was 4 courtier. The Pope con- 
keaded to lus detire. , and gaue him ample 
iſlon to preach the word ot God in any 
jt of the world : wbich his ſucceſſor Ca- 
ltusthe lecand afterwards confirmed. Saint 
ſt preſently taketh leaue of his Holines, 
Wnotwithſtanding it w2sthena molt ſharp 
Ulditter winter, and the ground was Couer 
vith i ceep ſnow, he goeth with his coin- 
Fans into France , and as he paſſed by 
Vikance he met with 4 third companuon,that 
aredto aſſociate himſelf to him , arid alſo A 
& while aft. t with 4 fourth , Called Hugh, 
no yas chappelain to the Biſhop of Cam- 
J,ad ſucceded cur Saint iti the rule and 
Frrament of the new Ocder , which after- 
x tc founded , as we {hall ſay by and by. 


; | theſe companions Saint Norbert went 
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iſ downe,preaching from village to vile 
#4 from towne to towne ; with ſuch 


admiration of the people, that cuery one 


any place : and he cſteemed himſelfito be 3 
molt happie man that could catertain him in 
his houſe. All his diſcourſes were ofpennan» 
ce, of frequent confeſſion , and of the duty 
of ecery one according to his calling. He was 
very dextious and cfhcacious in reconciling 
thoſe-that were at variance : and had fo great 
authority , that there could (carſe be found 3 
man, that would not willingly fubmite to all 
that he ſaid , and ſtand to his arbitrement 
and iudgment. He had todeale once with two 
great Lords, that were terribly out with one 
the other,and to bring them to an agreement, 
and make them frends. The one wasreadie to 
do what was defircd of him , and to be recon « 
ciled to his enemic ; but the other was ſohard 
and ſtiffe, that he could not be brought to 
heare reaſon : then Saint Norbert ſaid to his 
companion : this man is mar, and vill not liſe 
tex to any good connfell : but it will coſt bim dea« 
re : for be Will ſoone fall into the hands of bis 
enemies, who Will treat bim wery roughly; and 
{o it happened. An other time when there 
was 2 preat diſſcahon betweea many; and 
the ſaint labourcd to compole it, and ma« 
ke them all become trends , A certain rude 
fouldiar , an enemic of peace and +ynion ; 
for to hinder and diſturb that good worke, itt 
3 chate czounts on Horſeback tor to ride away: 


bat though he vied both ſwitch and ſparre, be 


. could not make his horſe. to atoue oac pace : 


wheretore entring into himſelf he lighted 
{rom his horſe., and falling at the feerc of 
the Saint ; acknowledged his fault , and 
begged pardon. Saint Nortbert iritending to 
build a Church , and to adorne it with the 
pretions Relicks of Saints went to Cullen z 
which he knew was well ſtored with ſuch 
treaſures. He was receaued there with infinite 
10y and vencration of all lorts of people, who 
hawing knowne him a youth; and ſeeing that 
the grace of God had ſo ſtrangely changed 
him, heard his ſermons with wonderſall deuo« 
tion, andno lefle fruit of their foules; Haui! 
obtaincd leave to carrie away ſome holy Re= 
licks, he appointed a faſt to his companions 
and diſciples,as well thoſe who had come with 
him, as others whom he gained at Cullen : 
and himſelf beſides ſpending the whole night 
in watching and prayer , he had a vihonof 
one of the elcuen thouſand virgins, who ap- 
pearing vato him, reucaled her owne Name, 
and where her body lay.The next night allo, 
as he was praying, was diſcoueredthe facred 
Body of Saint Gereon Martyr in aþlace of the 
Church where there was no figne ofany ſuch 
treaſure : which being taken vp , and found 
to be Saint Gereons body : the whole city of 
Cyllen was exceedingly ouctioyed :and gaue 
infinit thanks to Almighty God, vhs by meas 
| CCcccc ues 
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Saint Norbert, Bishop and Confeſſor. 


nes of his ſeruant had diſconered unto them, that 


ſecurity and defenſe of their aty , the body of 


Satnt Gereon , Which had bin long and often 
ſourht for, as Yell by themſelues as by their an- 
ceſters : and till that day they newer Were fo hap- 
pie as to findit, Wherefore they willingly be- 
Rowed a patt of it with divers other holy, 
Relicks,vpon Saint Norbert : the reſt was re- 
uerently and decently layd vp in a coſtly 
ſhrine. 

Saint Norbetrts diſciples and companions 
encreafing every day, our Lord inſpired him 
with a defire of founding anew order : and 
the Saint in obedience to the will and deſigne 
cf God, made choice of a ſolitary and deſert 
place in the Biſhoprick of Laudarn called 
Premonſirat#s for to begin and ſettle his firſt 
Monaſtery. Here he laid the foundations of 
his new order , which tooke its name from 
the place. They followed Saint Auguſtins 
Rule , and wore the white babit of Canons 
Regulars , and their wanner ot liuing was 
very auſtere and rigorous. Yct the dinill cea- 
ſed not to viſe many deviſes and ſubtleties for 
to deceaue them, againſt which they armed 
themſelues with prayer and faſting : alth- 
ough the enemic was to hard ſometimes for 
ſome of them. There was one of the Religious 
much given to prayer and deuction, Yet this 
good nan, whilſt Saint Norbert was abſent, 
was ſo terribly tempted by the ſpirit of gluto- 
nic vpon eAſbwedneſday ,that he ſaid he Yas 
not able to faſt the lent nor abſiaine from cheeſe 
and milk: for if be did , he bould fall fick and 
y : and notwithſtanding all the perſuaſions 
vſed by the reſt of his Brethren,he tooke the 
liberty to cate what he pleaſed. Saint Norbert 
vnderſtood all that had paſſed , and knowing 
this to be atentation of the wicked enemie, 
when he came home, enioined this Monk for 
a pennance to faſt with only drie biſquit and 
water , charging him very ſeucrely to take 
nothing elſe. And the rigor of this pennance 
did quite ouercome and drive away the di- 
vill]: and the Religious man was corre&ed 
and returned to his firſt feruor in piety and 
vertue. As the holy Father was returning ho- 
me to his Monaſtery, accompanied with two 
Nouices : there was a voice heard trom Hea- 
ven : Jo the Companions of Brother Norbert. 
To which another voice replycd :of the(et#Y0 
Nomices one is noe of his company. The Saint 
pondering theſe words , ſound thar one of 
them had no dcuotien , was very light and 
vnconſtant in his vndertakings,tepid in pray- 
cr, and diſobedient : of which faults he war- 
ned him ſweetly in 4 fatherly manner ; but 
all-in yaine , for he leſt his order , and run 
away , hauing ftollen ſome mony from the 
Movaſtery.But it cne went away, many came 
=nd entredir:to the holy oxder,an ong whem 
was Gorfrey a Count and Prince jn wy efipha- 


ly. Alſo one Theobald, 4 prim 
France defired to be 6 bd. cmrgy 6 : 
bert ___ ao» 1 wy him rarhe 
as One that covld do more ſexy; 
Church in that ſlate : Our Lord gong, 
Saint with many miracles, and gaue k ls 
particular guiſt in treeing poſſeſſeg oh : 
trom the power of the diuill, Among _—_ 
perſons a yourg maid was brought entokes 
that had bin poſleſied tor the Ipace of ay; * 
the diuill recited by her mouth the ok 
boocke of the Canticles,of Salomon ys 
latin,and then interpreted it in high dutch. 
colt him much paines to drive out this Gil 
who was very ſtubborn and turious ; but h 
vertue of the moſt holy Sacrament ofthe Al 
he maſtered him , and chaſed him away. A 
other poſſeſſed perſon was brought to te 
Monaſtery fo raging mad and furious, thy 
there was no meanes to hold him, vntill 4 
young Religious man faid to his Prior Saint 
Norbert : i/ you commanu me to bold bim I an 
confident T shall do it , not bythe ftrensth of m 
arms, but by the force and wertue of obedieme: 
and being bid by his Superiour, he held him, 


Saint Noz. 


and the divill left the body. In an other poſs 


ſeſſed perſon the diuill diſcovered the finns of 
thoſe who were there preſent: but couldnot 
open any fin which !had bin manifeſtedto3 
Prieſt in Confeſſion, The Saint was alfoen. 
dowed with the ſpirit of propheſie, and hal 
the happie propreſle of his order revealed ya- 
to him, One of his Religious was carrying 
pitcher of water which be had drawne from 
4 cleare fountain : the Saint meeting him as- 
ked him hat he meant to do vith that foul 
and filthie water ; and the other looking into 
it , found therea vencmous tode. The diuill 
appeared vnto him once in the ſhape of afe- 
uage beare: the Saint knowing who he was, 
commanded him 7» the Name of Feſus Chrif 
to be gon, and the beare diſappeared, He went 
to Rome, for dcuotion , and for to haue his 
order confirmed by the Pope, which bis ho- 
lines granted willingly. Athis departure from 
Rome there was heard 2 voice that faid b! 
showld be Bishop of <Mazdcburge. as alterwatds 
he was, though much againſt his will, being 
forced vnto it by King Lotharius,by the Popes 
Legat , and by all the Biſops and Prelat 
who were preſent at the elctiion, 

When he was wade Biſhop, he fed hisſhee- 
pe committed to his charge , with beaucnly 
dodrin , and reformed the clergic as well by 
his ordinations as by his moſt cxcwplar and 
vertuous life. But perceauing that the reuc- 
news of his Church were much decayed and 
waſted partly by the remiſnes and negligence 
of his predeceilors, and partly by the violent 
vſurpation of certain great aud noble wen 
who had turned them to their owne vſes; he 
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Saint Norbert, Bishop and Confeſſor; 


Ttance and comfort of the poore, 

[4 (5m the intention of the faithfull 1n 
, ino and aſſigning thoſe goods and rents 

p Bb" Church. He forced all to reſtore what 
ru did yniuſtly detaine , which procured 
him the hatred of diverſe , whofor to revenge 
themſclues, hired a fellow for to kill him ON 
Mandy thurſday , whilſt he was making his 
Confeſſion vato bim.But the Saint knowing 
the fellows wicked deligne , before he came 
neere , commanded he ſhould be ſearched, 
and there was found a poiniard about him : 
and he being thus diſcouered , confeſſed his 
vicked intention, and manifeſted thoſe who 
had fet him vpon it, An other time when he 
was going tO Matines, 4 vilain intending to 
make away with him , by 4 miſtake wounded 
one of bis followers in ſeed of him. Saint 
Norbert when he was choſen Biſhop, by the 
auice of the graueſt of his order , prouided 
«with an other Generall : and the EleQion 
v3 confirmed by 2 divine Revelation. He 


Doxan from all parts of Europe; that ſacred 
and venerable Body was put into a ſumptuous 
coach, drawne by fix milk-white horſes , and 
carriedto Prague , all ſtates and conditions 
of people , as well fecular as Eccleſiaſticall, 
comming forth with lighted torches in their 
hands,for to meete , and do reverence to the 
Saint. The ſhrine whereinthe body was kept, 
being taken out of the coach was carriediin 
ſtate by fourteen Abbots, who all had mitres 
vpon their heads : a great proceſſion went 
before it ; and after it tollowed the eArchbis» 
ſhop of the city with very many Prelats 
and Perfons of great quality : and in this 
manner was Saint Norberts Bodie brought 
into the Church , called from «Mount Sion ; 
Almighty God repaying him that honour a» 
broad ; which at home his vogratefull city, 
forſaking the dorin taught by him , and 
falling into hereſic , had retuſed him. But it is 
very rematkable that when his Body was re» 

moued from Magdeburge , the common peo- 


tid ood ſeruice to the Church in time cf the 
khlve, which ſprung vp after the death of | 
Hmoriss the ſecond, when Peter Leo, that cal- | 
kd bimſelf eAnacdetus pretended for Saint | 
Preers chaire , which was due to Irnocent, the | 
ſand, legally choſea Pope, Saint Norbert | 
yent expreſly for that purpoſe into ltaly, and 
by his counſcll and authority did very much 
aſt Pope Innocest , the true and lawfull 
Biſhop of Rome , who jinfine got peaceable 
—_ of his Sea. Thence he returned to 
s owne Church, which when he had moſt 
ludably gouerned eight yearecs , he departed 
toour Lord, full of yeares and good workes, 
ater aſickneſle of toure months , on the ſixth 
of une, in the yeare of our L ord one thou- 
{nd one hundred thirty foure. He was buried 
Kr) ſolemnly in our Blefled Ladys Church, 
In aMonaſtery of his 04 ne order, although 
tie clergie pretended that being their Biſhop 
te ſhould be buried in the Cathedrall Church. | 
butit kauing bin the Saints defire to be bu- 
ſedinhisowne Monaſtery ;the Emperor Lo. 
ttarius commanded that his will in this point 
Could be executed. There his bleſſed Body 
ſled yotull the yeare one thouſand fix 
undred twenty fix: tor then the city of Mag- 
ure , bauing ſome while before,together 
kh the Catholick Religion caſt away all 
Ferſhip and honour due to the Saints;permitt 
i te penerall requeſt of the whole order of 
lic Norbertines, ſeconded by the authority of 
wy great Catholick Princes, that it ſhould 
* tranſlated vnto Prague in Bohemia. It 
"carried firſt to a Monaſtery calledDoxas, 
ad there kept till tuch time as all thipgs 
uld be prepared at Prague for the ſolemn 
| Pon of it, which was about mid-forrmer 


" next yeare : when all the chicke and 
AUC men of that holy order mecting at 


ple , though they bore him no great loue or 
reverence, were moſt yawilling to part with 
it, ypon a perſuaſion, which they had,certainly 
coming trcm God , that together With. their 
Patrons Body all happines and proſperi:y Would 
forſake their city ; and that ſome great diſaſter 
Yould ſoone fall upon them : which was no 
vain or talſe conicfture ; for fue yeares after, 
in the yeare one thouſand fix hundred thirty 
one, when they could not by any meancs be 
brought to the obedience of their Prince and 
Souerain, the vertuous Emperor , Ferdinand 
the third; nor would liſten to any fair condi- 
tions which were often offcred and preſſed ys 
pon them by Generall Tilly , the city was af[- 
alted , ſacked, and pillaged , and moſt of the 
inhabitants killed by the ſword , or drowned 
in the riucr , or conſumed by fire, which 
God knowes how it came , but being carried 
on with 43 ſtrong wind it ſpread .itſelf fo, 
round about , that there was nothing left 
ſtanding in the whole towne;beſfides the Ca- 
thedrall Church , and ſome few cottages of 
fiſhermen. An euident document that the 
greateſt defence and protection of citys are 
the holy Relicks of Saints ; and that thoſe 
who do diſhonour or caſt them away, do beat 
downe their walls , and ruine and deſtroy 
both themſelues and their countrey, 

Saint Norbert after his death appeated 
to ſome of his Religious. , and God did 
maniteſt his glorie by ſeuerall Revelations, 
His life was writen by a grauc eAuthor that 
lived at the fame time, ard it is ſet downe at 
large by Surivs, The Roman Martyrologe, 
and Baronius in his notes vpon it, do make 


| mention of him : and Saint «Antcninus and 


Sigisbert do write of him. Paul Mcrigius itt 


| his flory of the origin of Religious orders 


laith that the order of the Norbertins did 
ſpread 
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Saint Norbert, Bichop and Confeſlor, 


ſpread itſelf ſo, that it was diuided into thirty 
Prouinces, and had more then one thouſand 
thrce hundred Monaſteries of wen; and about 
foure hundred of women. One of the greateſt 
praiſes which can be giuen to that Order is 
that the great Patriarke Saint Dominick bor- 
rowed from thence ſome ceremonies and 
practiſes for his owne : which is a figne that 
at that time it flotiſhed much,and kept admi- 
rable diſciplin, as faith the Reverend Father, 
Friar Hernando del Caſtillo , and we ſhall 
ſce in Saint Dominicks life , ypon the fourth 


of Auguſt, For, the abſtaining _ flesb, the 


continual faſt of many months ,the not yearing 


of linnen, and other like obſern ances, vere taken | 


zn imitation of this holy order, as writeth friar 
Hubcrt de Romanis, who followed Saint Do- 
minick , and was Generall of his order. 
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THF LIVES OE SAINT PRIMVS 
and Saint Felicianus, Brothers and 
Martyrs, 


=: HE holy Martyrs Primus and 


8 their faith and conteſhon of our 

A. Lord, They were Romans, and 
lived in the city many yeares, carrying them- 
ſelues very prudently and vertuouſly without 
giving offenſe to any body, and obliging very 
many.The diuill much cnuied them the peace 
and quict in which they liued;and to diſturbe 
it, and make waric againſt them;he ſtirred yp 
the idolatrous Prieſts, and their-miniſters,to 


accuſe them before Diocletian and Miximian, | 


fworn enemies of our holy Religion ; and to 
exaſperate them the more againſt the holy 
Brothers , becauſe they were Chriſtians , the 
Prieſts added that the Gogs Were ſo bighty iſ 
pleaſed,that they would gine no anſwere to any 
thing they Were asked; and that all oragtes would 
ceaſe, and be of no profit or benefit vnto them 
wntill Primus and Felicianus did acknoxledge 
them to be Golds, and Puotefors of the Roman 
Embpire , and honour them with their /acrifices, 
Whrefore the two Brothers were appriechen- 
ded by commandment of the Emperors; and 
caſt into a priſon , loaden with iron chaincs, 
Butthe ſame night an Angell of ourLotd viſt- 
ted them,comforted them, andſhaked of their 
irons. For which fauour they gaue moſt hum- 
ble thanks vnto our Lord, and beſought him 
ty the interceſſion of his moſt glorious eApoſile, 


Fe 


| 


Saint Peter , Yhom ty bis buly Angell be hal 
alſo delinered not only (rom bis chaines tut a 
from priſon , for to grant them his ſpirit t 
comrngionſly,and to onercome for bis ſake, With. 
in few days they were brought betore the 
Emperors, and after ſome diſcourſes andrez, 
ſonings between them, the miniſters of fathan 
not beirg able to wake any impreſſion ypon 
thoſe impenetrable breaſts, by all the batteries 
and aſſaults they could vl , tor to overthrow 
their conſtancy , and bring them to ſacrifze 
to the diuills, the Emperors commanded that 
they {ould be lead voto the temple of Her. 
cules, and in caſe they refuſed to offer incenſe 
to him , ſhould be cruelly tormented. All ys 
don accordingly. For the Maityrs were hrs. 
upht thither, and becauſe they remained ſill 
firme and conſtant as an immoucablerock 
they were whipt moſt bitterly withrods,Ang 
then word was jent to the Emperors of tl; 
obſtinacy, #ublorneſſe , andextreme fall (for 
lo they termed it ) of Primus and Felitignis 
Who Yere reſolued to ry rather 4 thouſand death; 
then to line ty denying of Jeſus Chriſt, Diccl. 
tian and Maximian were excceduig angry, 
and ſent the Martyrs vnto Promotus Goyer. 
nour of Nomentum, with order that if bewull 
aot make them (hange their mind, be chould oj 
all rigor and cruelty againſt them. So the ble 
ſed men drawing thete heavie chaines , were 
lead to Nomentum , which is about foure wi- 
les of from Rome , and thete deliuered tothe 
Gouernor, by whom being caſt into priſon, 
they cealed notto ling hymns and prailesto 
our Sauiour; who comforted them dayly by 
ſending his Angells for to viſit thew. One day 
Fromotus ſent tor them , and told then what 
orders he had reccaued concerning them from 
the F mpeross, and therefore, counltclledthem 
to be obedient and to do Yhat they Were comman- 
ded, But ſeeing that be loſt his labour with 
them ; be ſeparated themtrom one other, bo- 
ping that he ſhould find lefle tefiltance; if ke 
encountered with cach one a pat. Therelore 
tending Primus back to priſon , he kept Fell 
cianus there , and exhorted him in this mane 
ner :that he should have pity of bis old age,and 
not defire to end liis days in moſt vitter and vs* 
ſufferatle dolours, Felicianus made anſwer: 
Feſur Chriſt will take care of my 4 age, ſince 
be hath bin leaſed to keep me entire and ſound 
in the Confeſſion of his farth to this way preſent. 
1 am now fourſcore yeares of age, and there ae 
thirty yeares ſance being enlightned a God, 1 
haue embraced his truth, and not minding ay 
allurements of this world \baue denoted myſelf 
to the ſernice of Jeſus Chnſt , and ref (ues 
lize only for him , in whom 1 do confide thats 
will delizier me 0#t of your pover. The ludge 
commanded he ſhould be cruelly beaten witl 
plummets of iead : and fecing that he wat 
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handsand feete with great nailes 10a 
d the bleſſed Martyr burning with 
of his Saviour, = with 4 -—————_— 
ious Voice, lcoking vp to Heaucn, 
Deo oo non tipnebo quid facint mihi ho- 
' In God 1 haue fixed my hope ,and 1 feare 
hurt that man (an £0 me. They added 
wy this, and at length by the 
arants command , left him thus nailed 
; 1 days, without giuing him any thing to 
cate or dk , that 10 being overcome by 
veaknes, be might be forced to yeald to their 
(eſe. $, Felicianus notwithſtanding was not 
\fitute of all comfort: the Angells affording 
-yoto hi from heaven » in that plenty and 
;hundance , that therewith. he became moſt 
nigorous and ſtrong , ſo that he pailed our 
teybole time in prayer , and ſinging praiſes 
0 our Lord. Whereat Promotus being in 4 
wwe, ſcourged him anew ,for to encreaſe all 
wounds: then loohng him from the poſt 
mtowhich he was nailed, ſent him back into 
miſo with a ſtrit command that none ſhould 
peake with him. T be next day he {ent forPri- 
tusand vſing fair and flattering ſpeech , told 
tm that bis Brother Felicianus had altered kis 
qiaton an6 br 0 ob:yed the Emperor for Which be 
kan in great bonour being admitted roYeaite 
vþon þts Imperial eMaieſty tn his Pallace. 
To which Saipt Primus arſwercd : although 
tex beeſt the ſor of th diwill, N hots the author 
of hes and father of yars , yet Yhat thou haſt 
wy ſaid is tie. For ay Brother Felicianus is 
decent to the mperor not this eartkly Emperor, 
but the Seer 8'2 eAlonarck of Heanen 1hknow 
ell \bot torments be bath enduiead;tor an Ang ill 
wr Lord bath rewenled all unto me , and be 
8 wv in priſon ,rezaled ty Almighty God, as 
if be WYere in the delights of Paradiſe, eAng ny 
tne is that thou Wult not ſeparate in paines and 
luments thiſe whoan Chriſt Jeſus bath wni- 
tin bis oye. The ludge mightily raging as» 
rinſt im,bid the executicners to bruiſe and 
beak bis bones with knottic cudge!ls, then 
bltetch him cut vpon the rack , ard burne 
ls ices with flaming torches. In theſe tor- 
tentsthe Martyr ſung : 7g2e nos examinadli, 
Jt examiratur argentum, Lord thau haſt pro- 
und examined vs by fire , as filner is tried. 
} ll thee, my God , for refre: hing and com- 
(Ting me ſo much, that F haze loft all feeling 
(m9 torments, And when the Iudge attribut- 
lo great icy and conſtancy to art Mzgick 
adenchantments,the Martyr faid; Prometws, 
® wt aſcribe to mazick, the mercy that Jeſus 
Wnſ oJeth ro erds bis Jernant, {or the glory 
lis boy Name. Then the wicked Gouernour 
UkeSaint Primus downe from the rack, and 
itching him out at bis lepgth ypon the floo- 
"FOvred melted lead into his mouth : and 
ul have Felicianus to be preſent at this 


Gfned 
poſt, An 


new torments tO 


ment which he Jaw his Brother put vnto, 
might davrt his ccurage, and bring bimto his 
obedience, The Saint ſy allowed the melted 
lead which was powred into his mouth, wuh 
es lit'e difficulty, as if he bad drunck as much 
water, or ſome pleaſant liquor and after he 
bad drugk it , ſeerg his Brother to ſtand by 
him, he faidto the ledge : /orke you for, my bro- 
they Felician ts far from hauing ſanifixed to 


Your Gods, as you Yent about to perſpade mehe 
had don. For. be remaines firme and ſetled is 
the Confeſſion of Chriſt : ho , as F do cwnfide, 
Y2ll deliver ws from your torments and Zine vs 
the read be wjeth to grne to thre that do ſuffer 
for his lzue. Promntus was now at his witts 
end;tor he knew not what more to doagainſt 
the Saints , to whom paine was delightful, 
torments were pleaſures , and {corching fla» 
mesa ſweet and refreſhing gale : and themo- 
re he ſtadyed to afflit them, the more cheertull 
and contented they were. But becauſe he 
had a perſuaſion, that by ſorcery and certain 
ſpells they did abate all the force of his tor- 
ments,andcame to looſe the ſenſe and feeling 
of tkem,he would tric whether their wichcratt 
weiefuthcient tomaſter the fury of beaſts;and 
commanded that two of the ficrceſt lions 
{[hould;be lett looſe againſt them: which , as 
ſoone as their den was opened, ruſhed out, 
and filled the aire with ſuch a feartull roaring, 
that they affrighted the whole city of Nomen« 
tww,and innumerable people that from neigh- 
bouripg townes reſorted thither, for to behold 
this ſpectacle: and yet when they were come 
to the Maityrs, they layd theraſclues downe 
attheir teete , kiſſing and Iickingthem , and 
tawning vypon the ſeruantsot God , andreue. 
rencing in them the diuine vertue and power, 
Aiter the lions,were lett out two crucll bea» 
res ,that they might ſooner diſpatch the Mare 
tyrs, by tearing and renting them in peeces. 
But they allo forgetting,asit were,their owne 
nature , did like the lyons , ubey the Lord of 
all c1eatuies, and like meck lambes lay downe 
quictly at the Martyrs feete, Then the holy 
Brothers (poke- out aloud to the Governour, 
and ſaid vn'v him. Vrhappic and Yicked Tudge, 
ld beaſies do a:knuWlege their Creator ; and 
thou art ſo blinded that thou wilt not know bim, 
nor beleewe him to be thy Lord, that made and 
created thee accordinr to bis image and likenes. 
The people were much moued by this miracle; 
and five hundred perſons with their families 
embraced the faith cf our Lord Iefus Chriſte 
And Promotusthe tyrant quite tyred out with 
tormentiog the glorious Brothers, gaue ſen= 
tence that they ſhould be beheaded, and their 
bodies caſt vnto doggs : which was executed 
accordingly : but though their bleſſed Bodies 
lay ſorce days in the fields, neither doggs,nor 


udaroug cruelty , hoping tiat the horrors of 


| wild >caſts, nor ravenous birds duzrit touch 
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; it, and feare of paſſing through the ſame tor- 
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them. Wherefore theChtriſtians ſecretly tooke | 
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them away , and wrapping themvpin fine 
and white lipnen which was perfuned, buri- 
ed them in a ſand pitt neere the Arches of 
Ncmentum , ard perſcuered at their tombe 
thirty days ip prayer , ſinging Pſalmes and 
hymns to our Lord , who had given to theſe 


* Saints ſo renowned 4 viory,and trivmphant 


ciowne of Many:idcm. In precefle ot time 
Pope Theodore trarfſlated their Bcdies into 
Rome , and placed themin a Church cf Saint 
Steephen the Protomartyr cn Mount Celio, 
w hich is now called St. Steethens the Round, 
and for his deuotion to theſe Foly Brothers, 
he gave great donarics to the faid Church; 
where ate yet to be ſeen in the place where 
they ly, two images of them, very ancient in 
Muſaick worke. The day of thcir Maityr- 
dom was the ninth of Iunc , co which the 
Church keepeth their feaſt , and it happened 
in the yeare three hundred and thice. The 
Roman Martyrologe, and thoſe of Bede and 
V ſuarCus Co write of Saint Primus and Saint 
Felicianus , and that cf Saint Ado more at 
Jarge : and Surius in bis third tcme of the li- 
ues of Saints, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT BAR NABY, 
Apoſtle. 


HE moſt blefied Apoſile,Saint 
Barvaby , who in Þoly Scrip= 
ture is alſo called Joſep b the Le- 
aite was onginally ar Hebrew, 

7 KF of the tribe cf Leui : born at 
Cyprus,where his Parcnts lad great and rich 
pollefſions; as alſo they had at Ieruſalem, whis 
ther they ſent this their ſonne, when he came 
to be of a competent age, to be brought vp 
in vertue and learning , vnder Gamalicl, 4 
moſt learned man and excellently well verſed 
in the law of Moy ſes. He had there for Com- 
panions and ichool-tellows , Saint Steephen, 
and Saint Paul the Apoſtle , and cle& veſlel] 
of our Lord, whoat that time was called Saul. 
Saint Barnaby from his childood had a great 
inclination vnto veitue : for he was modeſt, 
ſober , and free from thoſe levities and diſor 
ders, which for the moſt part do accompanie 
that age. With the ſtudie of holy Scripture 
he ioined prayer , faſting, and almes deedes. 
He ſhunned all rude and vncivill companie, 
and willingly aſſociated himſelf with thoſe 
whom he vnderſtood to be vertuous and de. 
uout : he much frequentedthe Temple of God 
for to pray and be pielcnt at the ſacrifices and 


holy ceremonies. Theſe 


ity of his ſoule ſo entire, that he 
always a viipin :and therefore did Alm; by 


Gcdip a paiucular manner illuſtrate his vo 
derſtardirg,and repleniſh it withthe bright. 


nes of his heavenly wiſtcm : ſo thathe rof 
ted werdertully in the knowlege of the. 
vine law ,and kad by bart molt of the þ, 
Books; and was in gicat eflecrre and 20mi- 
ration ar.ongſt his Equalls. At this time «>, 
feared our Loid Jelus Chiiſt in- Jeruſalem, 
and by his heavenly Codrin, and meſt (tvpen- 
dious miracles ,ncuer ſcere or wrought be. 
foe, gutthe whole cuy into an amazcniny 
Saint Barnaby corhcering thim well, nd 
thereby vnderftandi g that Iefus was Chif 
Or the eMeſſias promi(en in thelav, cane ynto 
him ,and caſting himſelf at bis feete, bepged 
ot him 3 bleſſing. He was Joungy receagd 
by cur Szuiovr,and afterwards cheſen amor 
the ſeauenty two diſciples that followedhin, 
Andas it is recorded in the As of the Apot 
les, his name was changed, and inſteedotlo 
ſeph,the Apoſtles called him Barnaby , wkich 
ſignificth ſonne of conſolation, for ſuchan 
one he was to all that were in :MiGhon an] 
deſolation;ard for bis ſar &ity and mcſt ſweet 
and amiable diſpcfition he was wonderfull 
gratetull and pleaſing vnto all that conuerſed 
with him. One day he beard ourLotd preach 
thoſe words : ſell vbat you puſſeſie , and gin 
almes : hoard not wp riches » hichmaybe lin 
ſpoiled : but lay wp your treaſurein beauen,thi 
it may be perpetuall and newer faile, Withths 
ſermon Saznt Barnaby was ſo wuch moved, 
that he went preſently and ſold bis inheritat 
ce ( for his Parents were now dead ) anddi- 
tributed the price of it among the poore :rele 
ruing only one parcell of land, wherewithto 
ſuſtain himſelf. which alſo after the Aſcenſion 
of our Saviour into Heauen , he ſold likewiſe, 
and laydthe price ot it at the fecte ofthe M 
poſtles. And the reſt of the faithfull and db 
ciples of our Lord did after the ſame manoe! 
diipoſſeſſe themſclucs of their goods : ſothit 
all was cowmon amongſt them , and eve 
one was prouided for , according to Ius0e 
ceſſity. And it 15not ſaid that they put thepii® 
of their goods and lands into the Apoſtles band 
but that they laid it cone at theit = 
the great reverence and reſpedt tne) bo 
them : and for to fignify that the Apoltiesd 
more oblige the taithfull in receauing the 
ofterings, then the Chiiltians did the Apoſtis 
in giving them. But although this were thet 
common toall Chtiſtians, who had immover 
ble goods, toſel| them, and lay downe the pl 
ce at the Apoſtles feete; yet particular on” 
on is made cf5.Barnaby:for be having ar 
inheritance , and yet {clling it ſo freely, moie 


notice Was taken of him : audthisact came 
greater 
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ter admiration. With this ſpirit of Euan- 
Lory Poverty and contempt ofall worldly 
© {ings , Saint Barnaby had ioined an ardent 


i TY ieſre of the ioys of heauen: and a wonderfull 


'catlouc of God: which hauing wounded his 
hart, made him to be very zealous of gaining 
yt tim the ſoules of men; and particularly 
{4y], with whom he bad tudicd, and had bin 
very intimate and tamiliar. He often ſpoke 
mybio, and laboured to perſwade bim 70 
loge ibo/e cr60ked and dangerous Ways that be 
beld;to caſt a% ay that ebſtinacy and blinanes, 
Wi brnaered buns from ſezing the ſun at mid: 
lay, and ceaſe to per ſecure the innocent , and to 
hive bis hands tm the U:od of thoſe that 
flo. ed ana beleened 18 Feſjus Chriſt. But Sauls 
tag as yet impregnable : and from all the 
004 counſell and frendly admonitions of 
wint Barnaby he drew nothing but poiſon ; 
:nd became more hard and obſtinate; vatill 
cur Lord by bis mercifull goodnes (oftned bis 
kit.conucited him, and enlightned his ſoule 
tcriouly by depriuing him firſt of the exte- 
our fight of his body. And after that he 
vas thus changed , and of a wolf became a 
Pitor, of 2 loft man a veſſell of eleQion, yet 
the Apcfiles and diſciples of leſus, not know- 
ingof his Converſion, ſtill ſhunned him as an 
enemic : bot Saint Barnaby went vnto him, 
hoke with bim , and finding kim to bean 
ether man , and vnderſtanding all that had 
happencd vnto in his way to Damaſcus, eta- 
braced him, and brought him to the Apoſtles, 


yo rcceaued him with great ioy-and con- | 


ratulation into their company and ſociety, 

Sant Barcaby was lent by the faid Apo- 
flles vnto Antzoche , where by his doctrin 
ad example he wrought atmirable trait, 
conhraung and encouraging thoſe that did 
alredie belceue in Chrilt, and bringing diuers 
athersto proteſſe the ſame taith and Religion. 
Afterwards by the order and ſpeciall calling 
dfthe holy Ghoſt , he leſt the city of Antio- 
Qe, and preached vp and downe in the ne 
lgibouring townes and villages , communi- 
ating vnto ther the heauenly doArin and 
ltelight of the holy Goſpel, He pailed on even 
Alexandria in Egypt , and from thence by 
kufalem returned back to Antioche ; where 
ltole young plants of our Lord had much 
luftikcd ,and the number of the 4aithfull was 
vonderlully encreaſed. Whereat he,being an 
Apoſtolicall man , full of the Holy Gholt, re- 
(raved a firgular and incredible comfort, 
keing ſo happy a progrefle of our holy Re- 
igion, From thence he went to Tarlus ior 
lmecte there Saint Paul , and returned with 
lim vnto Antioche , where they preached 
beth of them together 4 whole yeare , with 
lv preat profit ot the faithtfull, that thoſe who 


ore were only called Diſciples, now caſt- 
0gaV2y all vaine feare and worldly reſpetts 
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Saint Barnaby Apolle. 


began to call themſcluesChriſtians, which Na® 
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me was firſt vſed inAntioche,and thence ſpre- -——= 
ad aboutintoall parts, confeſſing bythatName 11.. 
that they Were diſciples , and followers of Teſus IvNe; 


Chrif# our Lord. Afterwards Saint Paul and 
Saint Barnaby.returned to Ieruſalem , where 
they conferred with Saint Peter and ſome 
others of the Apoſtles ;and apreed that they 
ihould preach to the HebreWvs, and Saul and Bar- 
naly to the Gentiles , tor that the holy Ghoſt 
had made them alſo eApottles , and choſen 
them tor that ſublime miniſtery. And ſo they 
departed for to go into the iJand of Cyprus, 
and preached in Salamina and Paphos , en- 
lightning thoſe people with their coctrin and 
miracles. They paſſed to Pamphilia,, and from 
thence returned to «Antioche., whence they 
made an other turn to Hicruſalem : for to 
diſtribute the a:mes,which the new Converts 
had given them, amonſt the Chriſtians living 
In that city, who by reaſon of 3 dearth , were 
in very gieat want. An other cauſe alſo of 
this their journey was to rclolue 4 queſtion 
and diftculty, which bad riſcn among thoſe 
who were 'conucrted from Iudaiſme ;zand Os 
thers that from paganiſme came to receaue tke 
light ofthe taith ; (hetber it Were teceſiaite that 
t hoſe ho of Gentiles became Chriſtians 1hould 
be firſt ciruumiiſed, as ſome conunted lewves did 
affirm. For the deciding ot this queſtion 
the «Apoſtles aſſembled in leruſalem and re- 
ſolued that it vas by 10 meanes neceſſarie for 
them to be circumciſed, or to krepe the lay of 
eMoy es. But that the faith of Chriſt Ly receg» 

uing holy Baptiſme With good Workes , Would 
bring them to ſaluation. With this reſolution 

and cecree ot the Apoſtolicall Councill, the 

ſait}full Chriſtians of Antioche were comfors« 

ted, who before were in great perplexity and 

trouble, In all theſe journeys the holy Apo» 
ſtles , Saint Paul, and Saint Barnaby ,cudured 
much hardſhip and great perſecutions, labour» 
ing with theic hands, and petting their living 

with much 1weat and tciic , for to ſow the 

ſced of the Goſpel , and plant Chriſt in 

the harts of men: with ſo perfe& a confore 

mity of iudgments and walls , that the in» 

clination of the one was always ſeconded by 

the defire ct the other. But at length our 

Lord :hought it fitting to ſeparate them , that 

ſo preaching 2 pait in ſcuerall places, they 

might be more beneficiall to the world and 

ſpread the light of the Goſpel] turther about, 

And for this purpoſe he pretented vnto them 

an occaſion that they niight both of them take 

their owne way , and not ſpend their labours 

together in the ſame place , as hitherto they 
had don. Saint Barnaby had a Cofin german 

callcd Johx , and his lurname was «Hark, , 

ſonne of an Aunt ol SaintBarnaby :in whoſe 

houſe it is ſaid that our Lord lelſus did celes 


brat hs laſt ſupper with his Apoſtles, and ape 
pearcd 


355 


Saint Barnaby Apoſlle, 


peared vnto them aſte1 he ſwas riſen from de 
ath. Where alſo they weie aflembled, when 


IVNE, the Holy Ghoft came downe vpon them ; 


and were gathered together in praycr: when 
Saint Peter, being freed from priſon, came vn- 
to them , guided by the Angell. This 1chn 
Maik had for ſome time accompanied Saint 
Barnaby , whoſe coſin german he was,and S. 
Paul , afviſting and feruing them in their A- 
poſtolicall ftunfion. But when they were in 
Pamphilia, giving wayto human feare,and fra- 
ilty he leſttheir company, and returned home, 
But afterwards repenting himſelf of what he 


had don , defired to be admitted again into | 


their company, promiſing amendment, and to 
be more conſtant and ſetled, Saint Paul, who 
was ſomewhat ſcuere, refuſed him : and tho» 
ught it expedient to vie that rigor towards 
him,that he might come to know himſelt, and 
that others might take warning by him, But 
S. Barnaby ,who was more mild, and inclined 
to indulgence and mercy ,defired by all me- 
anes to have him pardoned , ſecing he did fo 
vnfcignedly and with many teares acknow- 
lege his fault, and aske pardon for it. When- 
ce we arc to learn that charity 1s not broken, 
nor cuen diſparaged among Saints, by ſome 
diverſity of opinions and diftamens ; anG arc 
not to be ſcandalized, when we obſerue ſome 
ſuch variance in mcn, that are very pertect 
and ſeruants of God: tor God himſelt doth of- 
ten permit it, tortodraw thence great good, 
as it happencd in this itle diſpute between S. 
Paul and Saint Barnaby.For Saint Paul taking 
Silas with him went into Syria and Cilicia, 
and Saint Barnaby with Saint Matk failed io 
the Iland of Cyprus , to the great benefit of 
thoſe different places,and enlarging ofChrilts 
kingdogAnd withall we ftnd that Saint Pauls 
ſeucrity , and SaintiBarnabys meecknes did 
much good to Saint Maik ; tor becoming he- 
rcby more perte he delerued toraccompany 
Saint Paul again; and the holy Apoſtle calleth 
him his coadiutor,and being at Rome he ſent 
for him out of the Eaſt; as a molt vietullman, 
and profitable in the work of our Lord, 
Saint Barnaby preached with great fruit 
in Cyprus, eſpecially in the city ot Salamina 
(afterwards called Conſtantia ) where he re- 
mained a longer time. From thence he came 
into Italy, and was at Rome, not before Saint 
Peter (as ſome Authors haue erroneoully affir- 
med) but atter he bad preached there , and c- 
re&ed his Apoſtolicall chaire , and conuerted 
many ſoules from blind gentility tothe _ 
of the Goſpel. From Rowe he pallcd into the 
province, w hichis now called Lombaray,and 
( by what is gathcred trom graue Authors, 
froze teſtimonics , ancient monuments , and 
ſtoncs that are cograucn, and from tradition 
dclivered from father to ſonne,and conitant]y 


Icmaining to this Cay ) he lounded the Church | 


| 


of Milan, and rcſided there ſeaven Yeares and 


was tle firſt echt iſop ot that 
city: and leaving e4zatolon , his dic I 
his place, and vifitizg the citys of Bu 
and Breicia ( v; here his holy memoxie itil} |; 
ucth, and an eAltar 1s ſhov ne . whereontte 


holy eApoſtie faid Maſle ) he xeturned to Cy. 


pres ,and wentthrough all that land, taking 
gicat paines, anc enliphtning that place wit 


his doctrin, and gwing them the true know. 


lege of that happines, whuch is in IeſusClyi 
our Lord. Coming to Saiaming, he diſputed 
with the Icwes cucry Saboth day,convincin 

them with teſtimonies out of holy writ F 
Teſas Chriſt 2s the Meſſias promiſed by Gu, 
They all bore great rcucrence to the Stine 
for his ſingular medeſty and divine bebayi- 
our. His countenance was very venerable his 
cariage meeke and humble, his apparel mea. 
nc and poore, as ofa man delpiſing the world, 
his eye-brows arched , his eyes cheerfuly 
graue and fixed ypon the ground ; his mouth 
and lipps moſt comly and full of grace : his 
words more ſweete then hony , neyer idle, 
always profitable:his gate compoſed, without 
oſtentation or affectation. «And beſides the 
_ and reverence that euery one bore this 
holy Apoſtle for his exteriour compoitment: 
his admirable lite , cele{tia]l do&ro , andthe 
miracles which he contipually wrought, oblis 
ged them all to looke ypon him , not as} 
mortall man butas a perſon ,wholy divine and 
ſent from heaven. But notwithitanding that 
his vertues gaue ſuch a luſter,and thathe ys 
ſo much loued and reverenced for them, yet 
there came.to Cyprus certain Iews from Syria 
with a ſetled purpoſe to perſecute, and deliroy 
bim,and whilſt they were fecking an occakion 

to put in execution their wicked defigne, the 

Saint was certified of it : and calling together 

hismoſt tamiliar diſciples, he admoniſhedthem 

to perſener in the feare of God, and todtſaw 

his commandments , and oft:n call to mind the 

generull FT udgment he told them withall that 

he should ſoone leane them , for that the timeif 
his aepartwre from this life Was nere #t haul, 


| They were much afflited atthele words,and 


fountaines of teares run downe from their 
eyes. But the Bleſicd Apoſtle having comſore 
ted them, retired himſelf for to pray,then ſaid 
holy Maſle , and gaue them the Communion, 
After Maſle he calleth his Coſin, Saint Matk, 
and telleth him that he is certain he {hall be 
killed that day by the Iews : and therefore 
that he muſt take his body (and he aſſigned 
him the place where be ſhould findit) andg- 
ve it bunall: and atterwards go find outoailt 
Paul, and ſtay with him, vorill God {hall ai 
pole otherwiſe of him. Saint Barnaby hauiog 
given thelc oxders, like an Apoſtolicall wan, 
defirous to forſake the priſon of this aott: 
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any ofhis moſt ſweet Lord, his chieſeſt 
ood, Icefus Chriſt , centred into the 


g himfor to kill him)and began 
to preach vnto them , and proue efficaciouſly 
that Jeſws is the $110 Meſſias , hom the Pro- 
bets bad announced ana joretold. He ſpoke 
this with ſuch feruor , that they hauing noth- 
jng to an{wer,fell into a great tury, and laying 
hands ypon him, cruelly cormented him, and 
cherwards Roned him , in which tormens he 
reodred vp bis molt happy ſoule to our Lord, 
yho permitted ,not his body tobe burnt, or 
0 receaue any damage from the fire , into 
vhich the Iews did Catt it , intending tocon- 
{me it toaſbcs, and together with it vtterly 
0 aboliſh all memoric of the Apoſtle. 

cant Mark accompanied with aany Chii- 
digs came to tecke the Body, and with abun- 
lnt teares for the loſſc of 1o holy and ſo 
fyeets Maſter , buricd it in a ggott out of che 
ty, There aroſe afterwards A terrible perſe- 
ation againſt the faithtull in the IMland of 
Cyprus: by reafon wheicot, in lengih of time 
tyas forgotten, where that lacred depoſitum 
ws kept ; ſor although our Loxd wrought 


Saint Barnaby Apoſtle, 


{the Iews ( where he knew they 
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ough the year is not certain. The Apoſtle IT 


| which he ſuffered , inthetime of Nero, alth- 


Saint Barnaby (as ſaithSaint Terome) writan 
epiſtle tor the cdification- of the (faithful 5 
which anciently was much eſtecmed, though 
never held for canonicall by'the Church. And 
Origen andClemensAlexandiinus do cite and 
_ allege ſame preces of it , which are related 
by Sixtus Sencofis in his Bibliotheca. The life 
of Saint Barnaby is writen at large by Ale- 
xander 4 Monck; who in the end ſpeaketh 
thus This glorious «Apoſtle is like 4 fruitful 
and fertill olize tree, that euery day off ereth vp 
wnto our Lord a moſt fweet and delicious liquors 
He ts the glory of Emperors the beaomr of Prieſts 
the tuy of the people , the comfort of the afflited, 
the refuge of thoſe that are in tribulation , the 
bope of all that are readie to deſpaire, the re# 
ans repoſe of poore wearied trauallers,the remes 
ae of the ſick, the health of theſe that are ſound, 


Irxs. 


the fountain of ſpirituall treaſures, the wall o 


the Church, the protefion of Cathdlicks,the bul- 
war ke and gelenſe of the faith , and ornament of 
#4 the World, All the Martyrologes do write 
of this Saint:as doalſo Euſebius, Saint Ierome, 
Saigt Ifidore , and Venerable Bede; Bat it is 


pany miracles at it, reſtoring the ſick there to 
tealth, and caſting out diuills from poſſeſſed 
: and the place was therefore called 


t y2snot known that this pretious treaſure 
ky there, and that by Saiht Barnabys 1nters 
effon thoſe ſo fignal} and wonderfull fau+ 
ous were obtained : vatill the Apoſtle him- 
{ſin the Raigne of Z:n0 the Emperor appe- 
aedthree feueralt tines yrito Artemius Bi- 
bopofCyprus:and declared vnto him where 
lis body lay, and that vpon it he ſhould find 
vitten in his owne hand the Goſpel of Saint 
Mathew: he alſo cleared Artemius of feuerall 
wudts and perplexitics , that troubled him ; 
ud bid him go to — , there to 
&nd the right of his Church againſt the 
ule Biſhop of Antioche, who pretended that 
tyas vader his iucifdiftion , and ſubic& to 
WtotAntioche. Artemuus went to the place 

kipned bima, with all the clergie , and there | 
bundthe ApotlesBodie with Saint Mathews 


boſpel vpon his breaſt , as had bin revealed | aj* 


to bim, By this Goſpel copicd out by Saint | 
lanabys band, many ſick perſons recouered 
kcirbealth : and it was carried to Conſtan- 
ole to the Eraperor Zeno , who did molt 
wtltly dewand'it , and commanded a very 


ach Church to be builtin the place, where 
kered Body was found, for to honour the 
Enorie of the glorious Apoſtle ,and his Se- 
ſlcher, The holy Body remained there many 
Res :and God by the Saints interceſſion 
WWht innumerable and wonder. mira- 

the good and benefit of all that Uand. 


to benoted , that there goctha hiſtory vader 
the name of Marck, Saint Barnabys Cofin, 
where his life and Martyrdom is related : as 
alſo thatin the boock entitled theRerognitions 
of Saint Clement , mention. is made of SBar« 
naby. But the booksare not reccaued as au- 
thenticall, becaule they containe ſome thing 
contrary to what is wiiten inholy Scripture 
of this Saiat. 
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THF LIVES OF THE SAINTS 
Baſilides, Cyrinus, Nabor and Nazarius, 
Martyrs: 


i. HE holy Martyrs,Bafilides, Cye 
NS rinus,Nabor,and Nazarius , wes 
2 1c Rowan gentlemen,noble fos 
: 2); blood, but much a:ore for their 
SLES picty. They ferued 4 while , as 
ſtout and valorous ſouldiars , in the warts, 
and afterwards retired themſelues, toattend 
with more quictto the ſeryice of the Eternat 
Emperor, Icſus Chiiſt; and to fight vnder 
his colours. They lined moſt peaccably , of 
fending no body ,anddoing what good they 
could to all men. They were accuſed to the 


alt iskept on the eleventh of Iunc, on 


the Kapercrs , Diocletian and Maximian for 
being Chaiitiaus ;' who commanded they 
Reece | Gould 
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ſhould be apprehended which the Saints ha-! 
ing had notice of , vſcd ſuch diligence that 
before the Emperors order could be executed, 
they ſold what they had hitherto reſerved for 
themſclues of their meanes and gaue the price 
of it to the poor. Preſent]y after , they were 
taken : and delivered over to the goucrnous 
Aurelius, who committed themto adatk pri- 
ſon , there to affii& them, and to take time to 
deliberat, what torments he ſhould gut them 
to , in caſe they would not denie the faith of 
Chriſt , and obey the Emperors. Whilſt the 
Mattyrs were kept clolc in a deep and loath- 
ſome dungeon of that diſmall priſon , there 
a———_ bright and ſcdain light , which 
ſhined incucry hole of the priſon, enlighc- 
ned all that were preſent, avd wondertully 
encouraged the holy Martyrs, who acknow- 
ledging this tauour and comtort to come trom 
the gracious bounty of our Lotd , gaue his 
Maieſty infinit thanks, that he vouchlated to 
itand by, for to encourage and abett them, 
and to ſubminiſter to them force and grace 
in thistheir dangerous and horrible combat. 
Among others , Marcellus the iaylour ſaw 
this light, and much wondripg at it wascon- 
uerted to the faith of Chriſt, with ſome of 
his family. The glorious Martyrs were lead 
out of the priſon , and brought before the 
Tudge ; who finding them more firm and 
ins in their reſolution , then cuen they 
re before ; and that their only deſire was 


ſhed their blood , and looſe their life for. 


Chriſt, with whoſe loue they were all infla- 
med , commanded they ſhould beſtript, and 
cruelly beaten with wands that were full of 
knotts, with ſharp points, apd ſtrong, like the 
pricks of 4 bramble , whichthey called Scorps- 
o#5, for that they did not only ſmart, and brui- 
ſe the fleſh, but alſo rent and tore it , and pul- 
led ofthe peeces which they catcht hold of. 
Theſe braue and gallant ſouldiars, ſouldiars, 
T fay , not of an carthly Emperor , but of the 
Lordand Monatk of heauen , endured all not 
only paticntly and conſtantly , but alſo with 
much joy andalacrity, After this rude combat 
they were carried back again topriſon, where 
they were detained ſeaucn days, and ſuffered 
the noiſom ſtench of that filthie place , hun 

er, thirſt, and all the bad vſage, which in 
ſack occafions the barbarous and cruell ene- 
mics of Chrilt are accuſtomed to make his 
frends and ſeruants to eadure, At the end of 
ſcauen days they were taken forth of priſon, 
and preſented again to Maximian Emperor, 
who ſceing their irreuocable refolution,com- 
manded they fhould be beheaded , agd their 
bodies caſt vnto wild beaſts. This ſentence 
was executed in the way Aurelia : but the be- 
aſts bad morze reſpe& and reverence for their 
dead bodies , then men had had for their per- 
{ons whilſt they weite liuing. For they did not 


ſo much as touch them. Not lo after the 


Chriſtians took them and carried thery vith 
in the city of Rome , and there buried them | 
very honotably in 4 place called Catauunig, | 


The holy 'Chuich keepeth their teaſt on th 
twelth of Iune, on which day they were Mzr. 
tyred, inthe yeare of our Lord three hundred 
and three, according to Baronius.Afteryarg 
about the yeare ſeauen hundred lixty three 

in the time of Faulus the fiſt , the Bodies of 
Saint Nabor and Saint Natarivs , together 
with that of S, Gorgonius, alſo Martyr, were 
carried into France by Codegrand Biſhopof 
Mets,and placedin thice ſeverallMonaſteries 
and there they cured divers of different diſea 
[cs, And God hath wrought great miracle 
by their interceſſion , as venerable Bede Wri- 
teth in hisMartyrologe , and Molanus in his 
notes ypon Vſuardus. But we ate to obſeq 
that there are two other famous Martyrs, na 
med as theſe 2*N#bor and N,aqarius. Nabor 

was martyred with Saint Felix at Milan vader 

the ſame Emperors , Dioclttian andMaxinj: 

an : and his feaſt is kept on the twelfth of 
Iuly:and Nazarius together with Cellus inthe 

ſame city of Milan on the cight andtwenticth 

of the ſame month , in the firſt perſecution of 

Nero, 
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TETEDE 


THE LIFE OF SAINT ANTONI 
of Padua, Confeſſor, of the toy ods 


of Saint Francis. 


2.3 N the famous city of Liſbon, which 
is the greateſt and chicleſt of 
Portugall, there lived a noble mas, 
called Martin de Bullones , who wasmar 
to 3 Lady , nothing inferiour for birth and 
condition , whoſe name was Tereſia 47h 
wora;and by her he had ſonne , whomthej 
Chriſtened by the name of Ferdinand. tt 
receaued the Sacrament of Baptiſme in tk 
great Church of Liſbon , which is dedicacd 
to the queen of _ : and there he wi 
brought vp, and bad the firlt tin&ure of (eat 
ning ( his Parents houſe being clof | 
Church) and wath his milk ſucked in2® 
tender deuotion co the Mother of God; vi 
he conſerued all his life}, it appeared n 
what he was like toproue, both by hisq® 
and lively wit , and by his recolle&100 
modeſty : for in that tender age he 
ſtaidnes and gravity of an ancient Man. : 
fifteen yeares of age when others open 


eyes to looke vpon the brauery and _ 


— — 
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lory of the world and to follow the appetits 


$ . . 
; . he opened his for to diſcouer the 
| dye and danger that is in all theſc 
þ tings, And to decline them, and ſecure him- 
{if he reſolued to ſeeke A ſhelter ; and enter 
toſome boly Religious order , as it were 
into afaſe harbour: And this his reſolution he 
edilyin practife, and cntred into 3 Mo- 
aſtery of Canons Regulars of the order of 
Gigt Auguſtin , without the walls of Lis- 
wa called Saint TVrncents. There he tooke 
the habit | and was profeſſed , and remat- 


pul lp 


ied two yeares with wonderfull deuotion, | 


hwy , and obedience : laying deepe fun- 


tions of vertu,for to ſuſtain the building of | 


boſe high and ſublime things which God 
ended to raiſe vpon them, His parents, 
fends ,and acquaintance Came often to viſit 
tin, and much troubled and difquictcd ( as 
kcalars ordioarily do ) the recollection and 
fpiitoal PEACE and quiet of the holy young 
jo, and hindered his progreſle in vertue 
bat Fetdinand making more account of God 
then of the world ; and preferring the good 
ofhis foule before the loue of fleſhand blood: 
tat he might be further of fron his frends, 
ebtained teaue for togo to the Cornment of the 
kþCrofſe of Conimbrica, where he remained 
fome yeares, applying bimſelf wholly to pray- 
« andto the ſtudy ofthe holy Scripture with 
voaderfull great fruit. Abont this time five 
Kligious men ofthe holy order of S; Francis 
piſſed byConimbrica,being ſent for topreach 
the faith of Teſus Chriſt amvong ſit the Mores : 
al wherrthey had preached the Gofpel with 
wonderfull feruor and zeal , and confirmed 
tviththeic blood in the city oft Morocco, not 
brg alter, their holy Bodies were brought 
kick to Conimbrica by don Pecer Infanta, 
Frotherto Alforiſus the ſecond , king of Por 
paſt, and were there reccaued with. great 
prpatations, honour and pompe ; and placed 
Iihefarmc Conuent of the holyCrofſe, where | 
Brother Ferdinand lived : who hearing it re- | 
wuhted with what conſtancy theſe holy Re- 
vious then had preached the faith cf leſus 
Ciriſt, with what courage and fortitude they 
kadendured torments, and accompliſhed their 
natyid6m;and the many miracles which God 
tad wrought by them atter their geath; being 
volly inflamed with the loue of God, he 
&hred to imitate therh in their manner of life, 
their death, in the Religious habit of Saint 
trancis, in profeſing and preaching the faith, 
ad.if Alahighty God ſhould take him wor- 
tic of ſofirgular a grace , alſoin the crowne 
® Martyrdom. He communicated this his 
re with certain Franciſcan Friars , who 
gen lodged at the hermit age of Saint «Antony 
Vit30ut the walls of Conmbrica , and were 
"me thither on purpoſe tor to begge almes 


Saint Antony of Padua Confeſlor. 


| aduiſc he tooke the habit of Saint Francis, but 


his bleſſing, who gaue his conſent with great 
forow and vnwillingnes, forthe loſle their 
order ſuffered by the departure of ſo holy and 
vertuous a man. All the Religious of the holy 
Croſle did exceedingly reſent this chan= 
ge; and one who was more troubled at it 
then the reſt , ſaid vnto him 1n a diſdaine : 
go, go friar Ferdinand take the frock of the 
Franciſcans : it may be you Will ſoone come to be * 
4 Saint. To whom he meckly replyed. Bro» 
ther When you beare 1 am one , glorify God 
for it. 

He was fix and twenty years old , when 
he pat on the habit of Saint Francis. «And 
to the end that his ſecular frends might not 
diſquict him, he changed his name, and in. 
lteed of Ferdinand was called «Antony, out of 
his devotion to that houte , The Ermitage 
of Saint «Antony, where he tooke the habit, 
The thirſt of Martyrdem encreafed dayly in 
him ;and according to the conditions he had 
made with thoſe good Religious , he was ſent 
into Aftrica,tor to preach I:{us Chiiſt yntothe 
Mores : but God whoſe deſigns were to con- 
{erue him longer in life ,that by his example 
and doin he might bring many toeternall 
ſalvation , ſent him 3 molt greeuous ficknes 
whilſt he was in Africas Wherefore not hau- 
ing forces to execute that , which he came 
thither for, he embarked for Spaine, for to 
recouer his health there, But in this naviga» 


' tion , by the will and appoimtment of our 


Lord, the winds were ſo contrary that he was 
cuer and anon beaten vpon the coaſt ofSicily: 
and he was forced to land there. Soone after, 
vnderſtanding that his holy Father, S. Francis, 
was to hold a Generall Chapter of the whole 


' Order at Aſſium; he reſolued to go thither, 
| thogghhe were yet very weake and fick; for 


to haue the Bleſſing of his Seraphicall Father, 
When the Chapter was ended, and the Friars 
were now returning totheir Conuents, there 
was none that would take him with thems for 


| ſeeing him fick, andeſteeming himro be fime 


ple and ignorant, they thought he could not 
be any ways ſcruiceable to them,andtherefor 
all ofthem refuſed him, Wherefore he addreſ» 
{cd himſelf roz holy man , friar Gratian, Gar» 
dian or Prouinciall of the Prouince of Roma- 
nia, and defired himto take him in his com- 
pany 3 and he obſcruinghis great humility, 
dd fo, with leaue of the Generall ; and ſent 
bim to a Monaſtery ina deſert, called Aſonte 
dePanlo.There the Saint lived, giving himſelf 
to prayer , and contemplation , and to molt 
rigorous pennance ; for he ſuſtained his body 
with only breadand water , whereby he grew 
to be fo feeble that he could ſcarcely ftand 
vpon his legs. He ſerued the Monaſtery int 


{iis Convent of the holy Crofle. By theis | 


rubbing, ſweepipg ,and all the moſt —_— 


firſt demanded leaue of his owne Priour and "© 


33g 


-w— Cfccs of the houſe, and concealed his learn- 
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ing zneuer giuing any ſigne that he had ſtu- 
died. Aſter ſome time had paſſed in this man- 
nerof life, he was ſent to the city of Forly, 
to accompanic ſome Religious that went to 
take holy Orders > it happened that ſome 
Dominicans came vato the ſame houſe : and 
as they all mett together, at the houre that 
they vſed to haue a ſpirituall conference, the 
Sypcriour of the houſe deſired the Domini- 


* cans, that one amongſt them would ſpeake 


ſome word of edification for the ſpirituall 
comfort and profit of the reſt: but all of them 
exculing themlſelues(for ſoGod would haue it, 
as appeared by the effec) the Superiour com- 
manded friar «Antony to make ſome diſcour. 
ſe, and that ſo percmptorily, that no cxculc 
could be admitted of , although he pretended 
that. he was more praftiſed in humble and 
extcriour offices of the houſe then in matters 
ofiſchoole. He ſpoke theretore, as being com- 
manded by holy obedicnce , and ſpoke in 
that manner that all ſtood amazcd at it : ſo 
profound and ſolid was bis diſcourſe : and his 
words ſo proper and fo fitt : and delivered 


With ſuch a ſpirit , efficacie and vigor, But | 


aboue all they admircd his rarc humility , by 
Which he had for ſo long a time concealed 
and coucred that rare talent. Upon this oc- 
Caſion Saint Francis commanded him to exer- 
Ciſe the office and ſunction of a Preacher, and 
to keepe no longer, hidden and diſguiſed, the 
grace which our Lord had communicated 
vnto him for the good of divers. He, com- 
manded him alſo to teach divinity to his Fri- 
ars. And that he might performe this imploi= 
ment with greater reſignation and obedience, 
he ſcnt him licence in this forme. To my moſt 
deare Brother , frigr eAntony , friar Frans 
W71beth bealth in Teſus Chriſt, Ft ſeemeth good 
wnto me that you sbouldread boly diuinity wato 
the Friars : yet ſo that you do net incommoadate 
Yourſelf with too great earneſtnes of ſiurying, 
and that W:thall you be carefuil that the occu- 
pation of learning extinguish not in yourſelf or 
in them the ſpint of holy prayer ,ſo much com- 
onended by the Rule of our order. With this com- 
mandment God placed that burning taper 
vpon the candleſtick , for to giue light and to 
ſhine in the houſe of his Church: and exalted 
the humble Saint Antony, who read divinity 
at Montpelier in France, and at Bolonia and 
Padua in Italy : being the firſt of that order 
who read it, and preached the word of God 
in France and intaly. And by the rarc exam- 
ple cf his lite , his heauenly doftrin, and his 
frequent and great miracles he conuerted an 
infinity cf ſoules vato our Sauiouz, pearcing 
the harts of his Auditors, like a ſharp arrow. 
He run over citys, townes and villages with 
an vawearied zeale ot reducing ſoules into 
the way of (aluation His words were as flames 
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of fire that enkindled mens harts tx%.. - 
henficns were ſeuere , his _—_— ns 
te ,and in ſpeaking ke had & moſt ry | 
and divine grace, accommodating bimfelf | 
to the neceſſity of his auditors, and their . 
ſent diſpoſition, that without reſpeRtoln 
tle 
or great, ke menaged the word of Ged ace 
ding to the Rule of toly prudence, and 
greater plory of Chriſt cur Saviour, ; 
tence aroſe thoſe ſobbs and tearcs Which his 
auditory ſhed, the amendment of life refor 
wation of manners , and the converſion of 
great ſinners : aworgſt whomtyo and tyra, 
ty famous robbers came to conſeſſion tohin 
2nd left that wicked courſe,” Alſo diyerhe. 
reticks abjured theirerrots by his meanes 2d 
by the effic;cy of his ſermons, «4nd particy 
larly the holy man lat ourcd for the eXtirpati 
on of herefie , with ſo much zeale, came. 
nes and perſeuerance that he was called he 
mallet and thunderbolt of bereticks, He was 
once diſputing with an kerctick called Bygi. 
tillo , very obflinate and peruciſe jn denying 
the reality of Chriſts Bcdy in the Sacrament 
of the Altar, The Saint bauing convincedbin 
{o, that he had nothing to anſwer, the heres 
tick(asſuch people arc wonttodo)for to have 
| ſome evaſion demanded a miracle,AndSAn. 
tony wroughta very ftrange one, in thisman. 
ner, The beretick ticd vp a mule thieeGays, 
without giuing it any thing to eate: which 
days being expired , the Saint afer heh 
ſaid holy Maſlc , carsicd the bleſſed Sacrament 
with a great concourfe of people and holding 
it withgreat reucrence , commanded the buns 
grie beaſt to be drawne out of the fable,and 
brought thither : then ſpoke thus. 7» the Ne 
me of this Lord , whom f ( though altogetbn 
moſt vaworthie ) do hold in my bands , I dots 
mand thee to come preſently and do rewerenc 
thy Creator : that the malice of hereticks mait 
confounded , and that all may wnderfFand tht 
truth of this moſt high Sacrament , Which W 
Prieſts down(ecrate at the Altar;and muy kail 
that all creatures are ſubiet to their Creatil, 
Whilſt the Saint was ſpeaking thus , the here- 
tick threw downe prouender tothe mule, that 
it might cate. But the poore brute beaſt ha 
ving more knowlege and reaſon then his dull 
malter,minded not the prouender ; but proſe 
rating itſelf before the moſt bleſſed Sacrawedt, 
adorcd and reucrenced in it its Lord and ma- 
ker, By thisſo euident a miracle theCatholicks 
were much comforted and confirmed , and 
the hereticks no lefle troubled and confound: 
ed : although the chicfe and principall wan 
amongſt them , with whom this diſputc ou 
yeelded , and returned to the true faith an 
Church. «Another time whilſt the Saint w# 
at Rimini , where there were very many it- 
reticks, he went to preach voto them, forto 


bring them to the knowlege of the Catholic 
yeritfe 


: hey flopped their eares ; and 
-_ —_ bin W hereupon he turned 
tinſelf to the {ca ſhore , which was notfarre 
f and with 4 Rrong faith and confidence 
i" Lord, Cal led the fiſhes for to heare bim: 
" - come you and heare me ſeeinr that the 
108 04ll mot liſien to me. It wasa Rrange 
ind marucll0us. thing : At theſe words there 
-mezn innumerable company of ſhes of all 
lars, creat , litle ,and of a midlc Sie , ail ſert 
- nexcellent order,and litting vp their heads 
thoue Water » they harckned very attentively 
nd quietly vBtO the Saint ; who calling them 
ithren, made them an atlmirable ſermon of 
tebenefirs they had reccaued from God , of 
ke thanks they were to render him forthem, 
din what manner they were to ferue him. 
ind when the holy Preacher had ended his 
£mon,the fiſhes bowing downe their heads, 
; if it were to aske , Þ1is bleſſing , made him 
:regerence, and diſperſed themiclues again 
vout the ſea» All the people that reforted 
0 ſee this ſpeQtacie were aſtoniſhed and 
le hereticks being much trucken and Con» 
diced by it, fell at his jecte , ard defired him 
wpreach vato them , and teach them the 
math; for now they would heare him, And 
many of them forſaking their blind er- 
ws,embraced the light of heauen. He was 
invited once by certain hereticks vato.diner, 
nd for to win them , and by this occaſion 
bday them into the boſom of the holy 
Church, was content to go , and cate with 
tem. But they ,as bereticks , put poiſon into 
tat which was ſet before him to cate, intead- 
yt kill him. But God revealed it yato che 
int , who mildly cxpoſtulated with the.n 
hrit:and they for to excuſe themſelues (aid 
tat vbat they kad der, $45 to trie bim, Whetber 
the promis of Chr:/} aur Sautour did belong wn- 
{6 bw: that tþ:ſe who do zene in him , though 
ly thall eate or drink, any venimous thing, 
bal aot be the v0: ſe ſor {ts Lnhine they gave 
ter word, that zf he did eate this poiſoned 
we, and got 29 barme thereoy , they Would 
whe profeſſion of that /, aith Yhich hs prea:bed. 
TheSaint bleſſed the macate with the figne of 
tte holy Croſſe , and cate it , and remained 
#lownd and in as perfect health alter it, as 
k yas before, which wrought ſo efficaciouſly 
vitdmany of them , that they acknowledged 


J  Catholick Religion to be the only way 


bution, and were reconciled ynto it, 
Our Lord ci ordinarily many and great 
lncles, when Saint Antony preached : and 
g\thepreateſt were the change ot lite), 
Ongerſion of {oules , and reformation of 
Chriſtian common wealth , which in all 


_ *m:mbers and degrees was made better : 


|ttheſe were not the 0a y miracles; torthty 
Kt accompanied with others that were cx- 
our and viſible, e453 for example when lc 


| 


] 


Saint Antony of Padua , Confeſlor. 


preached in one language , his auditors bein 

of diftcrent nations and tongues ynderſtood 
him as well as if he had ſpoken in the proper 
natiue tongue of every one. And was heard 
two leagues of by 3 woman, whoſe husband 
not permitting her to go to his ſermon , ſhe 
zot vp to a garret of her houſe , and from 
thence heard him.It hapencd alſo that as he 
was preaC"ing toa multitude of peoplein a 
held ,there aroſe 4 great tempeſt of thunder 
and ligh:ning , and with it fell much raine, 
Whereat whea the auditory was troubled ; he 
bid them not feare nor flirre, for that none 
of them ſhould ſuffer by the ſtorme or be wet, 
4nd they obeying the Saint, and attending 
to bis ſermon , although there fell abun. 
dance of rainc round about , remainedasdrie 

as if they had bin all the time vnder tome 
ſheker, Once as he was preaching of the 
Crofle and Paſſion of our Lord Iefus Chriſt 
at a prouinciall chapter; the Scraphicail father 
Saint Francis, who was far from that pla- 
cc , appeared vnto him miraculouſly in the 
aire, with his armes extended in forme'of 
a Croſle , as approuing all that Saint An- 
tony faid, For theſe miracles, and for the force 
and efficacy of his words , the people did v« 
ſually follow him in ſech multitudes, that no 
Church, though never fo Jarge ,. could con- 
taine them. But he was forced to preach in 
the open helds ; and yet they flocked thither 
ſo faſt to take place betimes, that many Ic» 
payred thither before day, and ood far many 
houres expeQing him ;and heard him with as 
much reverence and attention, as if he had 
bin an Apoſtle. The Tradeſmen ſhut vp their 
ſkoppes vntill the ſermon was ended. And 
then he was to be garded by ſome ſoute and, 
ſtrong men trom the throng and crowde of 
the people that came to kitic his hand , or 
touch his garment , that he might not be 
cruſked in the preſſe, Ina Lent, that he prea- 
ched at Padua, the people of the city were fo 
moued to ſorrow and pennance for their 
linns , that many ioined together}, and, diſci- 
plined themſelues vpon their bare backs, de= 
manding pardon and mercy of our Lord, And 
the example of that city was foilowed after- 
wards by others, and they fay that the pious 
cuſtome of publick diſciplines in holy weeke 
had its beginning from thence, There were 
ſoxe other extraordinary things which God 


{ wrought by him, that gaue ſo great torce and 


cflicacy to all that he ſaid. For he was accuſtos* 
med ſometimes to appeare to 4 ſinner whilſt 
he was aflcepe , and ſay vnto him: ariſe aud 
exnfeſſe to ſuch ax one ſuch 4 (in Which39 haue 
enmmitted azninf# God ,and do pennance for it: 
and this he did when the fin was fo ſecret 
that only God and the party that had finned 
iid know it. He preach<d once at the funeral 


| of 2 1465; and couctous miler ; and in his ſer= 


F rid mon 
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———— 


IvNe; 


Saint Antony of Padua Confeſſor, * 


mon ſpoke thus : know that as our Sauiout 


am_—_—_ /a4th: where thy treaſure is,there is thy hart, 
|, 33+ fo this conetous man bad bis bart amongſt his 
Ivxs. niches , and there he x it: go therefore $0 his 


coffers Where bis mony lyeth , and there shallyou 
Find bis hart, They went and found the povie 
miſcrs hart in a cheſt amidſt his gold. The 
Saint was not leſs admirable in hearing 
confeſſions then he was in his ſermons. There 
Came once to confeſſion vnto him a great fin- 
ner,but with his hart ſo pierced and wounded 
with ſorow and contrition, that he could not 
ſpeake for ſobs and teares. Which Saint Anto- 
tony perceauing ſaid vato him : ſe:ng y0# are 
mot able to ſpeake ,go write your finns dovne in 
4 paper , and bring them wnto me : the man did 
ſo, and the Saint opening the paper , found 
that all the fins were miraculouſly blotted 
Out. An other time there came one vnto him 
that had kickt his mother, and accuſed him 
ſelf of that heinous offence, The holy man 
reprehending him ſeverely ſaid that the font 
of that child that bad kickt bis mother deſerued 
#0 be cutt of. Theſe words made ſo deepe an 
Iwpreſſion inthe mind of the young man that 
When he had ended his confeſſon , he went 
home, and cut of his owne foot : which when 
the Saint came to know , he prayed for him, 
and then taking the foote into his hand, ap- 
plyed it to the legge, and the man was perfe- 
aly healed. 

Seing that Saint Antony made warr ſo 
hotly againſt the diuill as well by ; words as 
works: it is no marvel that the wicked fiend 
did alſo perſecute him ,and endeauour .to de- 
ftroy him,and hinder the fruit of his preaching, 
One night the cruell enemic did what he 
could to choake him, preſſing his paw vpon 
his throate, ſo that the Saint was in great dan- 
ger, But recommending himlelt vnto our 
Bleſſed Lady , his powertull «Aduocate , and 
faying in the beſt manner he was able, that 
hymne 0 gtorioſa Domina: the divill fled away, 
and left him. An other time he threw downe 
the ſcaffold , on which ſtood the pulpit whe- 
rein the Saint was preaching , but without 
harme don to any Body , or cuen any diſtur- 
bance of the auditory : becauſe the Saint to- 
reſceing what the diuill intended todo , had 
warned the people not to feare. Once alſo as 
Saint «Antony was preaching, he comes in 
the ſhape of4 pilgrim, and ſpeaking to a Lady 
that was very attentif to the ſermon , told 
her that her ſonne vas dead. Saint antony law 
all from his pulpit; and bid the Lady take no 
notice of that lying meſſenger , tor it was the 
Giuill who came to diſturbe her , that ſhe 
might loole the benefite and fruit of the ſer- 
mon : and told her withall, that ber ſonne was 
living. Wherevpon the divill vaniſhed. Alth- 
ouvh this warr between Saint Antony and 
the guuiil was ſo ſtifte and fierce that neither 


} 


would euer reſt or giue over : the Saint con; 


tinginghis preaching , and the other labour. * 


Ing to deſtroy the fruit of his ſermons: yet the 


diuill ſtill gott the worſt of it, and felt more | 


the blows and wounds, which Saint Anto 

gaue him by his holines of life, and good me, 
mple ; and by the rare and moſt relplenden 
vertues, wherewith his blefled fovle Was 2 
dorned : from which as from a ſource and 
fountaine proceeded that light and heate 

which he communicated fo plentifully by his 
preaching. He imployed all the time hecoyl} 
ſpare, in praycr, and in familiar converſation 
with Chriſt 6ur Saviour : whorecrcated and 
cheriſhed his faithfull ſervant with extracgd; 
nary comforts and diuine viſitations, Andone 
night it happened that the hoſt , in whoſe 
houſe Saint Antony lodyed , had a Curioſity 
to know how the Saint ſpent his time in the 
night: and looking through A litle hole ;he 
ſaw a moſt ſweet and beautifull infant, ome. 
times fitting vpon the Saints boock,then go. 
ing into his armes, whom the holy man em 


braced with wonderfull devotion , —_ 


much of him in a moſt familiar way, yetyi 
great reverence , and had not the power to 


take his cycs once of from his lovely and di 


uine face. S. Antony vnderſtood afterwardsby 
2 reuclation, that his hoſt had bin an cye-yit 
nefie of this heauenly fauour don him by litl 
Jeſus : and coniured him not to ſpeak of it to 
any body during his life. He was wonderfully 
ſweete and mild, and full of compaſſion to- 
wards all, but particularly towards thoſe who 


' were moleſted and afflited with the tempts 


tions of Satan. God reucaled vnto him that 
Nouice of his was fo pitifully tempted in his 
vocaticn , that he was euen now readieto 
caſt of his holy habit, and to return back vaio 
the fleſh-potts of Egypt. The Saint reſented 
his miſery extremly , prayed , wept, andaff 
&ed himlclt for him : and then calling hi 
vnio him , put his bleſſed hands vnto bi 


mouth, and} opening it, breathed intoit ,! 


ſaid : receawe the holy Ghoſt, By vertue whett- 
of the Nouice was dcliuered from his tent 
tion , and: perſeuercd in his boly calling 
to death, An other time whilſt he wa in 
certain Conuent in France, there camea pre 
Friar vnto him , that was in A horrible (o- 
lation,and almoſt brought to deſpaire by It 
ſon of 4 moſt violent and troubleſome tentas 


tion of the fleſh : which he could not drive 
falling, } 


away or aſſwape neither by prayct , 
corporall affliction , frequenting the 5407 
ments, nor by any other remedie that he coi 
vic. He confeſſed and opened bis _— 
vnto Saint Antony , who wing him a JiCe 
ulled of his owne garment tat 
= bid the Friar —_ on ; which he hadn0 
ſooner don ,j but all that ſtorme and raping 


tempeſt of ſeniuall thoughts and apP _ 


he wore, | 


; I | 


kin;and his ſoule enioyed 2 moſt ſweet and 


gexcell tranquility : and never after-was he 
nolſted with that tentation. He was ſo obe» 


b;-ntand exatly pun&uall in the obſeruance 


{the Rules and ſtatutes of his order, that as 
he yaSONCE preaching on mandy-thurſday in 
te night in 2 certaine Church, and at the 
ne twge the Friars in his Monaſtery were 
iging Matines , in which he was to read 
i leſſon : at the time that he was to read 
t he appeared in the Quire and performed 
lat duty : and yet was at the ſame time in 
bepulpit, but farting ſtill, and interrupted his 
aching, during the whole ſpace oftime, 
yhich he 1uwployed in reading or ſinging the 
fog in the Quire. The like happened vnto 
inalſan other time, For having bin bid by 
lis $neriour tO performe ſome office in the 
Churchat the divine ſeruice, he notrefleAing 
it went forth to preach : and in the time 
hs ſermon called to mind what his Superi- 
arhadenioined him, and how he was come 
wt to preach without defiring his Prior to 
aſc him fron that other office , and to ap- 
pint ſome body to fupply his place in it : 
tly ypon this rc flexion : he ſtopps in 
&nidle of his ſermon , and bowing downe, 


I avcreth his bead with bis hood ; andat tae 


rr ſme hower was ſeen in the Quire fing- 
wo od officiating , as his Superiour had 
woointed, Which 1s a moſt cuideat token of 
lirare and prompt obecience : as aiſo a do- 
ancnt given vnto all Religious perſons for 
b imitate him 1n this vertge , which God 
yould commend vato vs by ſo great and 
age miracles. To this we may adde the 
tle which chis holy father had for to conſer- 
eallthe inſtitutes of his order in their force 
al vigor : and the great paines and labours 
ich he did vadergo that no alteration or 
Ration ſhould be made in the manner of 
and Rule given by the glorious Patriarck 
ant Francis, For f:1ar Helias , 4 man better 
ty and verſed in human policy and in the 
wins of worldly wiidom,then a true ſonne 
alteire of Saint Francis , being Generall of 
oder, began to (lackendiſciplin , and tos 
in new cuſtomes , quite contrary to 
& tuangelicall poverty , and to that fim- 
pit and antity, which their holy Founder 
ul bis firit companions had profeſſed. And 
uſe theſe ancient fathers ſtuck cloſe to 
it Rule , and oppoſed his deſigns , who 


FJ "it about to cnlarge it , he Ccaled not to 


and perſecute them. But the moſt zea- 
ofthem all was Saint Antony , who as 
Echicf, and the eldeſt brother of the reſt, 
hſtoo him with courage, and maintained 
purity of the Rule. Wh reupon Helias 1n- 
toapprehend and impriſon him-but he 
Atom him and appealed trom his ſentence 


Mito his Holineff, Gregory the ninth. Before | 


i Saint Antony of Padua, Confeſlor. 


whom he conuicted hlm, and put him fo to 


And the Pope finding bun to be guilty,duſ- 
charged him of the office of MiniſterGenerall, 
and gaue it toanother,who had the priautiue 
ſpirit of their blefſed Father, and a defige and 
zeale to keepe and maintan all che cultomes 
and obſeruances of that order and Religion, 
which our Lord had erected and inſtituted 
tor the great good and benchit of the world. 

Saint Antony did not maniteſt his zeake 
and vigor of courage only in conſeruing the 
purity and integrity of his order : butalio in 
raany other great,and weighty affaires; which 
happened in hs time. Amongſt which was 
moſt remarkable his encountering with Eze« 
linus , tyrant of Padua , and other citys of 
Lombardy : this tyrant was one ot the moſt 
herce,tell, and barbarous monſters, that baue 
bin yetin the world , more refembling alion 
or tiger, then a man. For, to omitt other paſ- 
lages , wherein he ſufficiently manitcited his 
cruelty ; he put to death at one time by moſt 


, terrible and cxquifit torments' of ſeuerall 


kinds, eleucn thouſand of the city of Padua, 
whom he kept priſonners at Verona, whereof 
many were his ſouldiars and othcers, becauſe 
he was told thatPadua had reuolted from him. 
Saint Antony ſett vpon this tyrant,and enemy 
of human nature , and with ſharpe and ſings» 
ing words , drawne forth of that breaſt that 
barboured nothing but the !oue of God, and 
zeale of his glory , rated him molt terribly, 
ripping vp all his violeat procedings , villa» 
nies , miſchieues , robberies , pillages : and 
threatned him with Gods vengeance and 
wrath , and the cuecrlaſting flames of fre 
which were prepared for him in hell, The 
tyrants foul_iars hearing this kind of langua- 
e, expeted when their Maſter, according to 
bis bloodie cuſtome , would bid them kill the 
man that tooke the liberty to rebuke and 
controle him ſo boldly. But it happened far 
otherwiſe: for Ezelinas taking jot his girdle 


-putit about his owne neck, 1n itced of 4 rope, 


and falling downe vpon his knees, humbly 
begged pardon of the Saint: and promiſed he 
would do whatſocuer fatisfation or puniſh» 
ment he would impoſe vpun bim ; though he 
kept not his promis , but loone fell to his 
wonted courſes and villaries. And the cauſe 
of his firſt change was, that he ſaw Saint An» 
tonys face, wiilit he was ſpeaking, calt forth 
4 moſt bright and divine iplendor, which ma- 
de him to trewble,and yeeld vnto him , whe- 
ther he would or no. This generous courage 
and conſtancy of Saint Antony fprung from 
the contempt he had ot all chings of the earth, 
and from a hart logged in heaucn,and immo- 
ueably fixed ypon God, which neither feared 
death, nor defircd life, nor cared tor the fraile 


and vynccitain guods which the world could 
oftcr 


filence, that he could ſay nothing for himſelf. I | 


Saint Antony of Padua, Confeſſor. 


offer him. Whereofwe hauec an euident procfe 
in an other paſſage between him , and the 
aforeſaid tyrant Ezelinus : who ſent him very 
rich preſents, commanding thoſe who caried 
them with all the courtefie and leeming hu- 
mility of the world to prefle him oucr and 
ouer again to accept of them : but the Saint 
was fo tar trom admitting of their preſents , 
that with a great treedom and 4 holy indig- 
nation, he commanded them pre/zatly to bezor 
With their wicked guifts leaſt the bouſe sbauld 
fall vpor him {or their ſake. And indeed this 
retuſing to accept their preſents ſaued his life; 
for the tyrant has given order to his ſcruants, 


that in caſe they could win him to admit of 


them, they ſhould prefently kil him. Aad the 
Saint knew , as 1s probable , by diuine reue- 
lition that the tyrant did tempt him. And no 
wonder; for among other great gifts , which, 
God gaue him, was the ſpirit ct propheſy: as 
appeais particularly in two things. The one, 
that he {aid toa great Lady who carneſtly beg. 
ved his prayers', that God World giue ber 4 
ſonne that should be great ia our Learas Church, 
and should bed franaſcan Friar, and 2 Martyr, 
and fpirituall father of many eAMartyrs, whom 
by his preaching be would encourage to ſuffer 
eMartyrdom: as it happened. The other is:that 
in a towne of France there was acettain No- 
tary of no good lite, whom Saint eAntony , 
as often as he met him in the ſtreetes, ſhewed 
ſo much reſpec and reuercnce vnto, that not 
only he bowe(l vato him, but even kneeled 
downe before him. Whereat the man being 
very angry , and thinking it was don for to 
deride and mock him , told him once that 
Yereir mot for the feare of God, he would thruſt 
his ſword into his body: but Saint Antony ans» 
iwered him meckly with 4 ſmiling counte- 
nance : that be had moſt earne#ly begged of 
eAlmighty God the fauour anagrace of eMar- 
zyrdom,and that although he ere nt Worthy of 
þ great an bonour , he could nit forbeare highly 
#9 reuzrence ani eſteeme thoſe, for thomGonhad 
prepared that crowne : azd that knyving him to 
be one that was predeſtinatedta ſo great glory in 
beauen , be conid do n) other then Worchip him 
08 earth. The notary laughed at him, and with 
his companions made himle]t mery with the 
Saints words , as oae tat had quite other 
thoughts, then cf dying for the lout of Chrilt, 
This notwithſtanding , afcer ſome time he 
ſailed into the holy land in company of his 
Biſhop , who went thither for to preach the 
Goſpel vato the Mores. And one day whillt 
the Biſhop was preaching ſomewhat feartuily, 
the Notary being inilamed with the loue of 
God ,and puſhed on with 4 ſtrong and vehe- 
ment motion ct the Boly Gholt (like as Saint 
Vincent Martyr did with his holy Biſhops. 
Valerius) defired to ſpeak in his place , and 
perforacd it with ſuch a ſpirit and zcale , 


extolling ſo kighly the excellcacys of leſy 


Chriſt and diſcovering the abhominations of 1 


the-talle ProphetMahomet that hes taken 
by the, Turcks and for three days diner) 'to 
mented , and aitexwards pyt to We, _ 
whilſt he was lead ot of the City tor ” b 
beheaded , he cailed to mind Saint Attonp 
propheſy, and told it to thote that were there 
prelent, 

The miracles which S. Antony wrought 
both alive and after his Geceaſe, are innume. 
rable ; and to relate them al, would wake} 
oreat volum. Some of them wehane alredie 
ſet downe, and are to be ſeen more at large 
in the Chronicles of Saint Francis his order, 
One of them 1ls recounthere , as deing molt 
remarkable ; wherein is ſeen how great and 
preticus the merits of this holy man were in 
the fight of our Lord , and how much lowe 
and reſpect he bore his father , as it ws 
fitting indecd he ſhould, For two ſeueral 
times he went from Italy to Lisbon for to 
help him, and reſcue him tzom the dangerhg 
was in of looſing his honour and his lite, And 
thus it heppened. His iather had a greatchar. 
ge vnder the king of Poitugall, and man 
things were committed to his care: andas 
ſincere and vpright man , not miſtruſling any 
body , he had deliuercd great ſumsofmonyty 
ccitain officers of the king without taking 
diſcharge , relying ypon their honeſty, And 
when the time came of giuing in hisaccounts, 
theſe officers denied that they had receaued 
any thing : which put the poore man vato 
great trouble, But whilſt he was deſtitute of 
al human ſuccour , the digine afliſtance yas 
at hand : for being cited to appeare before the 
counſeli of the kings treaſury 3 at the very ti 
me that they met to examin him , anddecide 
the cauſe ; Saint Antony entred on 4 ſodain 
into the roome , where they were fitting and 
very grauely ſpoke thus vato them give thi 
man an atquittanze for What you receaucd from 
him of the kings treaſure , on ſuch 4 day, ſuc 
an hoare, in ſuch 2 piace, in ſuch ſpectes , before 
ſuch perſons. Which if you refuſe t0 do; kavy 
#hat you shail incur Goas high difþleoſare, vhy 
vil punish you moſt rigorouſly. The Iudges 
being quite ſurpriſed and amazed, not only 
gaue Saint Amonys father an acquittance of 
all the ſum receaued trom him, butallo freed 
nim from all trouble and folicitude.An other 
time his {ather was falſy accuſed of murder: 
and the ſcatcrice of death ,hauing paſſed ouct 
him and ſome of his ſeruants , was the next 
day to be put in executions Saint Antony, 
who was then at Padua, vnderſtandiog ot it 
by divine reuclation , demanded licence in 
the eucuing to go forth ofthe towne : and 
that very night he was carried by an Angel 
(like the Prophet Abacuc and Saint Philip 


the Deacon) trom Padua toLison : 4nd ar 
carly 
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:1 the morning went vnto the Iudge , 


y {beged of him by the goodnes and {wcet- 
> ©. cf (clus Chriſt, not to put thoſe innocent 
b ato death * and when the Indge remained 


&exible, and would not repeale the ſemten- 
the Saint raiſed from death to life the man 
: was (1aine : and before the LIuſtice. ſeat 
aded of him, whether thoſe men that yere 
jd and cond: mned to dy,Yere guilty of has 
' in; and when he declared them to be 
aqacent, be would not enquire of him who 
commited the fadt though the officers of 
lice viged him to it , for that he came not 
cirer , as he fa1d, fo accuſe the guilty , but to 
vu the innocent , as his father truly was : 
(ho by this miracle was ablolucd and (et free 
o{the wan that bad bin raiſed ; returned a- 
jig to bis graues and the Saint to Padua, with 
leſs peed and ſwiftacs then he came into 
otugalAnd the city of Lisbon with all citys 
w{Proinces that heard ot this miracle, glo- 
fd God, who is wonderfull in his Saints, 
ad albough be permitteth ſometimes the 
amocent to ſuffer, and Tudges to be miſtaken, 


I 1, when it is convenient , will have the | 


whcome to hight. | | 
After this curaculous and charitable expe- | 
lion ,S, Antony being come back to Padua, | 
atended, according to his cultom, vato prea- 
ding, and gaining ſoules to God : wherein 
k did even cacreale his feruor the laſt lent 
«his iſe , during which time he reaped an | 
credible harveſt of ſoules , and brought 
km into the granaries ©f our Lord, When 
ke lent was ouer , the Loly man being in 4 
jak condition , as one that was much ipent 
zithlabour and pennance , vato which allo 
wadded a ficknefl; defired to take ſome time 
phimlelt ,to attend the more vato Almighty 
Gd, and with ferucnt prayer to diſpole his 
kule for the glor10as viſion of his infinit go- 
Wes:lor he knew tal well that bis Pilgrimage 
ws drawing to an end *, and that he was 
bone to expe&t the reward and crowne of 
ls travels and labours. He retired himſelt 
ſth two companions only , men of great 
e@tion,into 4 very (olitary place, Here he 
«ry to bemuch indifpoſed , bis ſicknes en- 
Ting continually vpon him. And having 
Mit) kogular devotion receaucd the laſt Sa 
Wments and ritcs ol the Church ; he recited 
"ld bis two companions the ſeuen peniten: 
WPlalmes : and then faid alone to himſelf 
yan 0 gloricſs Domina : and by the in- 
keſon and fauour of that moſt powerfull 
Wpratiovs Queen , deſcrucd the hghr of Ie- 
: with whum entertaining bimſelf maſt 
ietly and lamiliarly ; in wondertull great 
kt and quiet, be gaue vp his happy ſoule 
dim who had created it tor his owne preat 
Wy and good of his Church, His body lay 
at poſture, as if he bad bin a [leep : his 
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colour as lively and freſb.as if he had not bin 
dead : his ficſh as ſoft, and his limms as flexible 
and pliant , as when he was alive. He dyed 
vpon the thirticnth of Tune in the yeare one 
thouſand two bundred thirty and one ; and 
{1x and thirticth of bis age ; whereothe ſpcat 
fifteen at home with his Parents, eleucn in 
the babit and Rule of Canons Repulars of 
Saint Auguliins order ; and ten among the 
Francilcans.On the tame day that he dyed, the 
Religious intending to conceale his death for 
a while, to buric hun more commodiouſly in 
their owne Chyfich, without any Oppolttions 
which they fearcd the city would make , the 
litle children went vp and downe the trees 
crying out , the Saint is dead, the Saint is deat: 
whereto certainly they were moued by an 
inſtin& fromGod: which cries afriphted and 
ſtirred vp all the citizens : who thereby yn- 
deritood that Saing Antony was departed this 
life. And it may be that from theſe cries ca- 
me the cuttom of calling bim abſolutely the 
Saint, For in Padua to lay to go to the Saint, 
Or to come from the Saint, is al one as to lay 
to' go to, Or come from Saint «Antony; Church, 
So many and remarkable were the miracles, 
which God wrought by him after his death; 
that all fick perſons, whatſceucr diſeaſes they 
had, whocameto his ſacredBody were cured, 
if ſo notwithitanding they went firſt tocon- 
feſſion, tor otherwile they were not healed. 
And thele nuracles being fo v any and fo evi- 
deat, moued Pope Gregory the ninth, whilſt 
he was at Spoleto,the yeare following, vpon 
the feaſt of Pentecoſt, tor to canonize him and 
place him in the Catalogue ofthe Saints, And 
on the day of his canonization happened i 
ſtrange thing at Lisbon : whereby we ſee that 
heauen and earth congratulated with him, 
and conlpired to ſolemniz the feaſt of his 
canonization : for all the bells ofthe city did 
ring of their owne accord , no body know- 
ing what might be the cauſe of that great no- 
uelty ( they hauing heard nothing of his cas 
nonization) and all met and woinen were in 
a manger out of themſclues for ioy and exul- 
tation z our Lord cxciting them thereuato, 
that this ſo extraordinary content and reioy- 
cing wight teſtify and publiſt:the glory of his 
Saint, who was natit of that molt taunous and 
Royall city, And they minding the day,yader- 
ſtood atterwards that it was the very day of 
his canonization. 

The fame ofthe ſandity,plory,and miracles 
of S. Antony ſpread itſelf through the whole 
world but more particularly in Italy and Fra- 
nce, where hc had preached, All did beare him 
a ſingular Ceuotion , making recours vnto 
him in whatſoeuer neceſſitie, going on pilge. 
rimage to his Sepulcher, and ctteting hi rich 
and pcetious donaries. But the Qty which ex= 
cclleth all others in devotion tewarcy him, is 
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Padua , where they have builtin his honour 3 


m—_— moſt ſumptuous Church : and euery yearc 


I 3s 
Ivxe. 


they keep his feaſt moſt ſolemn with a wag- 
nificent proceſſion , carrying in it his holy 
Relicks with wonderfull great pompe : there 
are allo carried many citys made and w rought 
curiouſly in filuer, cf great price and value, 
repreſenting thoſe very citys which gaue 
them to the Saint , for having vbtained of 
Almighty God by his interceſſion what they 
demanded of him,whilſt they were in greateit 
diitrefl, and foarly afflifted with publcik ca- 
lIamities. But aboue all the city of Padua doth 
fo acknowlege Saint Antony for its proper 
and particular Patron , that though he was 
bornat Lisbon, yet he is not known by other 
Name then Saint «Antony of Padua: and the 
þlefled Saint always hath, and doth ſtill pro- 
te& and fauonr that towne : And whereas it 
was one time amongſt the teſt, moſt miſerably 
opreſled by the bloody tyrant Ezelinus ,he 
delivered 1t: and there came from his Tombe 
2 diſtin and loud voice, that ſaid vnto Friar 
Bartholomy Coradino, Gardian of that Con- 
uent , who was bitterly weepiag and lament- 
ing before the Saints Body for the miſerie that 


poore city ſuffered by that tyrant, That be | 
might aſſure himſelf that upon the 07awe day of 


bis (olemnity , the city should find eaſe and com- 
fort , and be delizered jrom that oppreſſion and 
tyranny. And fo it fell out. Two and thirty 
yearesafter Saint Antonys death , his ſacred 
Body was tranſlated into the Church where 
now it lycth; Saint Bonauenture being there 
preſent , and aſſiſting at the ſolemnity who 
was then Generall ot the order. And as they 
found that bis tongue was incorrupt , en- 
ticre and freſh, even as it was whilit he was 
lving , Saint Bonaventvre took it into his 
hands , and bathing it with his teares, ſpoke 
thus with 4 moſt tender and cordial deuotion. 
O Ueſied tongue that didſt always praiſe God , 
ana vaſt cauſe that an infinit number came to 
raiſe him. Now it appears howv pretions thou 
art before him , who made and framed thee for 
to be employed in ſo high and excellent an office. 
Then kiſſing it with much reverence an: 
deuotion , he placed it in the Sacriſty of that 

reat and fair Conucnt. The life, death, tranſ- 
Eton ,and miracles of this Saint are ſet dow- 
ne at large in the Chronicles ofthe order of 
Saint Francis. And all that 1s ſaid of him is but 
litle in compariſon of what might be ſaid. 
The faithfull and Chriſtian people haue cho- 
ſen Saint Antory for Patron and Aduocat for 
the recovering ot thoſe things which they haue 
loft, Which . Ingwrewn is frequently ſeconded 


- with wonderfull cffe&ts, It happened to Saint 


Antony himſelf whilſt he was yet living, that 
3 certain Novice of the order, who caſt of 
bis habit ,and run away , ſtole from him the 
Pſalter or book of Plalmes, which he had no- 


CO Den bane 


ted and gloſſed with his owneha 
to help him to explicate the holy _ 


tothe Religiovs. The Saint 

I ord that 4 boock might be oped _ 
and his prayer was heard for as tha wa 
Nouice was paſſing over 2 river the dv 
appeared vnto him witha naked ſword In his 
hand, and threatned to kill him » if herety 
ed not back tothe Conucnt,and reftored i 
to Friar Antony his boock : and the Nas 
affrighted with his ſtern look and voice 4 
turnedtothe Conuent , reſtored the book 
and begged to be admitted apain into his 
order, 4 
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THF LIFE OF SAINT BASIL 
the Great , Bishop of Ceſarea m Cappadaca, 
and Dottor of the Ehuch, 


farea, and Dofor of the Church 
A is ſo rareand admirable, thathe 
2/3 hath deſcrucd to be praiſed and 
| 4 highly extolled by the moſt re 
nownedDodozrs and lights cf the ſaidChurch, 
and this with ſo great an opinion andeſteem 
of his worth and ſanRity , that whatlocuer 
they could fay of him , ſcemed tofall (hor of 
his deſerts, All «Antiquity gaue him the title 
cf Great , and very dcſeruedly : for he was in 
euery reſpect truly Great : of a great wit great 
eloquence , great wiſdom, great hw. 
great ſanity. He was greatin his zeale and 
courage againſt hereticks, and great in work- 
ing miracles. Infine as well his life as his death 
doth proue him to be a perfe& and heavenly 
man. The hiſtory of his lite is gathered out 
of what the Saint writeth of himſelf : out of 
the orations , which his Brother , Saint Gre- 
gory Niſſen , and his intimat frend and con- 
panion,Saint Gregory Nazianzen,haue wade 
in his praiſe ; and out of the writings ofSaint 
Jerome, Saint «Amphilochivs, Biſhop of [co- 
nium , and Helladius Biſhop of Cefarca,valnt 
Baſils ſucceſſor : infine out of Metaphraſſss, 
Baronius , Suidas, and other grave «Autho 
that have writen of this woſt holy andexcel- 
lentDoRor, Mw” 
Saint Baſil was born in Pontus, in acl) 
called Hellenopont.His fathers name was Boji, 
and his mothers Zumelia. They were Ve 
noble, rich, and ye1tuous, 4nd their memors 
is kept in the Roman Martyrologe rich 
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+ of May: and the vertuc of the Parcnes 
pinieth the ſanRity of their children : as 


sin 

es of the tree is kaown by the ex 

be Bon fthe fruit. For they had ten child- 
dren : whereof the eldeſt was, Marina, a moſt 
holy and vertuous woman : who being mar- 
tied when ſhe was but tw elue yeares old, and 
ker hubband dy1ng Þe fore- the marriage was 
confummared » conſecrated her virginity to 
aiLord and ſpetitthe relt of her days in great 
«colletion, within a Monaſtery, As for the 
ſt, weknow the names only of four ſonns; 


10 wit Baſt the Great, Gregory Bishop of Ny/- 


ſo, Peter Bisbop of Sebaſte ,and Naucrates 4 


1diviows mas 3 Who were ll remarkable for 
arprity and perfection in 2 Chrittian life. 
Nleation is made of Saint «Macrina in the 


roman Martyrologe on the ninth of luly, of - 


aint Gregory on the ninth of March, and of 
wint Peter on the ninth of Tanuary.sS. Bafils 

father and grandmother by the fathers 
ide ſuffered great tribulations and perſecuti- 
oos or the faith of IelusChriſt:and in the time 
oMaximian Galerius, that bloody tyrant and 
kady enemy of our holy Religion, lay hidden 
for ſeven yeares in 3 mountain : where they 
endured extreme pouerty and want.They fut- 
fred cold and froſt , and ſlept vpoa the bare 

: their food was Alitle bread : and they 
yanted all corporall comfort ; yet bore their 
yatt and affliticns with patience and ioy: 
becauſe they would not expole themſclues t5 


te danger of denying their faith ; nor yet of | 


their owne accord off<r themiclues fvnto tor- 
nents, bat expe che good pleaſure of our 
Lord; whether he ſhould think it fitting to 
peeſerye them without turther harm , or to 
(liver them into the hands of the perfecy- 
vrand tyrants, And it was a wondcertull pro- 
udence ofGod,that when they were brought 
vnextremity,and had nothing to cate, vnles 
vere fome miſerable fair and that very ſpa- 
magly: our Lord did fo diſpole that diucrs 
bits of deere, and other beaſts fit ſor cating, 
come and offer themſclues to be taken: 
niereof they dayly cook what was ſufficient 
kt them and their family. At, length they 
hedſtout and conſtane Confeflors of Chriſt : 
b that Saint Baſils family was a generation 
i Saints: his grandfather and grandmother 
nts, his father and mother Saints , his fiſter 
Whis brothers Saints. But himſelf abouc all 
W 2 great Saint : who had his education 
der his fathers mother Aſacrina , who bad 
ln diſciple of Saint Gregory, Biſhop of Neo- 
, Commonly called Thaumaturgus for 
vonderfull miracles that he wrought : 
ud mention is made of her in the Roman 
frologe on the foucticnth 'of Tanuary. 
Stahdmother Saint Baſil calleth bis nwr- 
badbis MiFreſf in the faith : and eſtcemeth 


[2 preat happines 80 bawe ſucked in that dint - 


Gains Baſil the Great, Bishop, and DoRor, 


ne milh,, and conſerned the boly doffris which 
she taught bim. cAnd of no lctle fanRity was 
the other Marina, turnamed the lee, grand 
child ot the tormer, and fiſter of Saint Baſil ; 
leeing that Saint Gregory Nyſſen, brother to 
them both , doth confeſ] that be tearnedof ber 
the moſt ſutlime and ſecret myſterys of our faith 
Which,as he ſaith , could not baxe ha ſeen bus 
by pure and clean eyes , nur vnderſtood but by 
barts that are free from all imperfefion. 

Saint Baſil had a ſublime andquaint wit, 
yu and mature iudgment ; he was wonder« 
ully {taid and compoſed, fo that being yet 


very young and tender in age , be appeared 
molt ripe and mature. He learnt human 


very accuratly firit at Ceſarca, then at Cons 


ſtantinople : whence he came well turniſhed 
and cultivated vato athens the mother of all 
good ſcicnces. Here he wet with Saint Grego= 
ry N=2ianzen 2 with whom he contrafted 3 
molt {trict and cordial frendſhip : for they 
did much refemble one the other as well in 
vertue, Conuerſation, and humour; asin wit, 
learning, and ſtudies, whercin they employed 
themſclues many yearcs with great care and 
diligence, and gained the reputation of very 
knowing perſons in all kind of literature. 
When Saint Baſil had ſpent ſome ycares at 
Athens ; by diwine inſpiration, and with the 
aduice of his fiſter Macrina; he reſolued whol- 
ly to giuc himſelf to the ſtudy of holy Scrip- 
ture. Wherefore leauing Saint Gregory at 
Athens, he went into Egypt ,for to ſee and 
become acquainted with a great Divine , na» 
med Porphyrius, who was «Abbot of a Mo- 
naſtery;and remained with him a whole year, 
enioying his converſation, and profiting much 
by his learning and'diſciplin. Saint Baſil was 


-of a ſtrong conſtitution : but his carneſt Rudy, 


hus feruent and continuall prayer , and rigoe 
rous pennance and auſterity in cating only 
herbes, and drinking water , weakned him 
exceſſively and quite broke his health. After 
a time he had 2 deuotion to go to Ierufalern, 
and viſitthe holy places , where our Redemp» 
tion was wrought. And taking Porphyriug 
his bleſſing ,he left Egypt for to make this pi- 
ous pilgrimage. -But becauſe he had had for 
Maſter at Athens one Eubulus, att excellent 
and famous Philoſopher , he had a mind to 
go viſit him by the way, and to try ifhe could 
rid his hart of thoſe vain cares, impertinent 
deſires, and deceitfull hopes of the world , 
wherein Eubulus was moſt deeply engaged, 
And it ſucceeded as well as he could wiſh, 
For he found Eubulvus diſputing with other 
Philoſophers, 4nd ſtaid with himat his houſe 
three days, and diſcourſed with him fo cflica« 
ciouſly, that he perſwadcd him to embrace the 
faithof leſus Chriſt, and to follow him. Whe- 
refore having firſt ſold all his mcanes , and 


| diſtribuxed the price ofthem to the poore,he 
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accompanied Saint Baſil to Ieruſalem ; and 
both of them intended to be baptized in the 


IVNE., riverTordan. It happencd in this tourney, that 


paſſing by Antioch, they lodged in the houte 
of a noble man , who bad atonne, aſtudent, 
diſciple of Libanius the ſophilter , who had 
bin alſo Saint Baſils maſter.Saint Baſil percea» 
ving the youth to be penſive and fad, asked 
him what it was that troubled him : and the 
young man anſwered that his Maſter bad gi- 
wen him fome werſes of Homer to explicat; hich 
be wnderſtood not, and knew not boy to go about 
the interpret otion of them.Saint Bafil preſently 
interpreted them vnto bimin writing ; which 
when Libanius bad read , he ſtood amazedat 
it , for he thought that no other but himſelt 
could have vofolded the meaning of them. 


' But when his ſchollar told him that he bad 


Icarned that explication of gueſt that lodged 
in his fathers houſe, he went ſtraight thither, 
and knowing Bafil and Eubulus, carried them 
to his houſe , and made very much of them, 
entertaining them with all varicty of dainties; 
but they would touch nothing beſides bread 
and water, their ordinary fare. But to requite 
this kind entertainment , SS. Baſil endeauoured 
to perſwade Libanius, to leaue of his vain 
oſtentation ofcloquence and moſt pernicious 
ſuperſtition of the worſbip of falſe Gods. 
And to betake himſelf to the knowlege and 
ſervice of the true Etcrnall God , and Redec+ 
mer of the world , Icſus Chriſt, But Libanius 
Nopt his cares to the voice of God, and ſaid 

that it vas not yet time, and fo continued. in 


his blindnes and obſtinacy. yet calling all his | 


ſchollars together , he catreated Saint Baſil to 
inſtru& them in the way of true Philoſophy, 
and to teach them how to ioine vertue and 
learning together, Which the Saint willingly 
did, The wholſom admonitions which he gaue 
them were theſe : zo haue 4 great care of cha- 
ity ,and to conſerne their ſoule cleane and boty 
pure: that their gate sbould be modeſt quiet, and 
graue , their vords mogerat , and the very tone 
and pronunciation gentle and mild, their diet 
temperat. That before their betters they should 
ſpeak litle , and be attentine to the diſcomſe of 
Wiſe and prudent men. That they sbould be ſub- 
ie} and obedient to their Superiours and elders, 
and loning and kind to their equals and inferi- 
041. Toihun the company of thoje that were gi- 
wen to much talk, or were impudent or ſtubborn. 
That tbey should not be to free in laughing and 
jeſling , nor wſe any Words that ſauour of :#i'y. 
But on the contrary keepe themſelues in good 
order, wel compoſed , modeſt , ba»htull, walking 
With their eyes vpon the ground and iheir barts 
in heanen. To contemn all vaine honour , and 
not preter-d to paſs maſiers or begraauats, or to 
get an yoffice or preferment, Which they vere not fit 
for. To do What good they could to all, and expet7 


their reward and recompen]e ouly fromGod, This | 


was |the ſubſtance of the exhortati 
.S. Baſil made to Libanius his (chollar,” = 1 


them, ly | 


which taking his leave both of hiu1 and 
ac followed on his iourney with Eubyl 

Ieruſfalem. And there theſe two holy il = 
with wondertull oreat teeling and Ang 


| deuoti 
viſited thoſe holy monuments; and then _ 


to Maximus , Patriarck of the City : who dil 


coucring What lay hid vader their 50 
contemptible weed, went with ol wy 
river Jordan , and baptized them, Whilſ 
was baptizing Saint Baſil , there came down 
trom heaven I great flame of fire, and in the 
midle of it, a dove, which baving toucht the 
water with its wings , flew vp againintohez 
ven, leaving all that were preſent full of xd, 
miration and feare, Maximus likewiſe bapti. 
zcd Eubulus, and anointed him with holy 
oile. And when be had clothed them both 
with the Robe of Chriſt . he gaue them the 
holy communioh to the great comfortofthe 
communicants, and all the faithfull there pres 
lent, Their pilgrimage being ended , they 
went back to Antioch], where Melctius ors 
dained Saint Baſil Deacon. 4ad then he beozn 
to preach, and to ſpread abroad the bright 
beames of. his light and dodtin , which he 
did with ſo much feryor and prace , that he 
inflamed and changed the harts ofmen,nuch 
indeed by hisdivine diſcours , but much more 
by the good example of his moſt holy andyer- 
tuous lite, He went thorough euerall places, 
preaching the word of God ,enlightning the 
people ,and exciting them to a contempt of 
the world, and loue of heauen, Then coming 
to Cefarca, he wrought the ſame hvit there 
he had don in other places where he had prev 
ched. He was alſo made Prieſt there by Her- 
mogenes Biſhop of Ceſarea, who foone after 
ended his courle , and departed this lite: and 
whilſt they were deliberating of giuing hima 
tucceſior,the more zealous and yertuous for 
of people caſt their eyes vpon Saint Balil,who 
in life and doctrine outſhined the reſt, Yet 
others caricd the buſines fo , that Euſebu 
was choſen to ſuccecd Hermogenes;4 Catho- 
lick man indeed, and of good parts, but ſome- 
what vain, and prikt with enuy to {ce Saint 
Baſil in ſo great vogue and eſteem with the 
people. Hereupon he tooke a diſtalt a ank 
the holy man , and gaue him an occation' 
put that in execution which be had bio on 
thicking of, to wit , to fly, and hide himk 
that he might not be forced to be Biſhop, and 
accept of that ſublime dignity. Andſo witi 
great patience , mecknes , and humility hete 
tired himſelf into 4 deſert of Pontus, call 
Metaya cloſe by the river Jris; there he li 
ſome yeares in the company of Saint Greg! 
Nazianzen : and their life was ſo adwirabl 
and perfe& , that they ſeemed to be _ 
Angels come from hcaucn. then men e 
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nt Gregory in his cighticth epiſtte deſcri- 


be 


aat and drink, $23 4 continuall and rigorous 
4B: and if Saint Eumelia, Saint Baſtls mother, 
bad pot ſet them ſometimes ſome thing to eat. 
they bad bin ſtexwed for bungar, Divers other 
religious Men joined themiclues vnto Saint 
3zfil, vbow he there inſtruQed and exerciſed 
iety,and 
on ich they were to obſerue; and 
thoue all , became patern and example tor 
them to follow : teaching them mote by deeds 
then by words: ſo that though Saint Bahl were 
not the author and firſt inſtitutor of Mona- 
ſeries and Monks : he was notwithſtanding 
: naſter and father of them, and one who did 
och illuſtrat and adorn a Religious ſtate 
vith Rules and precepts : from whom , as 3 
fuotain,chey-all did drink , who made Rules 
1nd Conſtitutions of ſeuerall orders,and be- 
ane founders and fathers of them. Whilſt 
Kint Baſil lived in bis Ermitage with his 


Religious, he ceaſed not to be perfecuted by | 


hereticks, who forged many 1yes and ſlanders 
inſt him.For when Saint Muſonius, Biſbop 
Neocefarca was dead, who had bin a moſt 
and holy man ; and <nquiry was made 

of one fit to take the place of ſo worthy 2 Pre- 
&cellor, and the reſt of the holy Biſhops, who 
hom Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus had ſuc- 
clluely governed that Chuch ; many pitcht 
Saint Baſil, as a man the moſt worthy 
al; and who would beſt become that 
darge and dignity. Which did exceedingly 
{x and trouble the hereticks : bath becaule 
vint Bafils do&rin- was quite contrary and 
qpoſit ynto theirs, as alſo for that they la- 
to intrude into that Seat one of their 
oneſe , moſt ynworthy of ie; and deſpat- 
Kdofever bringing it about , if Saint Baſil 
ſiculd be their competitor. Wherefore with 
li detzaRtious and malitious (landers they. 
Galthemiſchict they could both tohimand 
bv his Religious : becauſe they perſecuted he- 
Ricks Y the holincs and auſterity of their 
axs,and did dazle and blind their eyes with 
bcxraordinary and briphtſhining light of 


ty. 
vant Baſil, like a cleare ſun , enlightned 
ltinbabitants of Pontus, and conuerted an 
Wunerable company of poor blinded peo- 
ſ& vato the knowlege and faith of Icſus 
But when ,- in the Raigne of Valens 
le Arian Emperor , that herehe , ſupported 
alftrengthacd by his authority, like a dread- 
Uk, ſpread itſelf oucr all the Eaſt , and 
= Celarea made x great deſtruftion of 
Cabolick faith ; Saint Baſils zeale could 


th what Manner of lite they lead there, 77 
2 bowel! without core , Vindow, or harth, Their 


aye them in writing documents | 


| Gaint Baſil the Grear, Bishop, and'DoRor. 


earth , eacombred with mortall body, 


called vpon him to go out into the field. 
Wheteſore like a flout and faitbfull ſouldier 
he left the deſert, and went forth , for to bid 
battel to the enemy ,and defend the Catholick 
Church. And renouncing all ſelf intereſt and 


diſguſt which had bin giuen him by Euſcbius, 
Biſhop of Cefarea ; he came into that very 
City for to ſtop and break the violcnt and 
furious courſe of the bercticks, cruel murde- 
rers of ſoules, and foes of Ieſfus Chriſt. And 


great,that he won the affeion of Evicbius, 
and fo much obliged him by his kindnes and 
good ſcruices, that he had higheſtecm, agd 
bore great reucrence to Saint Baſil , and 

made great vic of his counſel and Jabour in 
all things. «After ſome while Euſebius dycd : 
andall , as well the clergic as the people, re- 
ſolued to have Saint Bafil for Paſtor and Pree 
lat. 4nd although firit he hid himſelf, and 
ines himſel to be hick, yet at laſt he yeel- 
ded to the appointment and will of God, by 
the perſuaſion of Saint Gregory Nazian- 
zen ,.and accepted the charge , thinking 
that thereby he might with greater power 
and authority defend and protc@ our Lords 
flock, and refiſt anddriue away the wolues, 
that were ranging about for to deuoure and 
deſtroy it. There happened to be amoſt ter- 
rible famin in Ceſarea, which by reaſon it is 
far from the ſea, and that there was at the ſame 

time great decay and want of neceſſary pro+ 

uiſtons in the neighbouring parts , could not 
be ſuccoured, The rich were cloſc-handed, 


marchands would not ſell what they had but 


at an exceſſiue rate : tradeſmen could not 
earn their bread : the poore being hungry, 
diſhartned ,and conſumed with famin,cryed 
out moſt pititully in the ftreetes , and ſeemed 
rather to b walking ghoſts then living men. 
yet the boly Biſhops charity ſupplied this ne- 
ceſſity : he ſold all that he had, and diſtributed 
it among the poore, whom he fed with his 
owne hands , even the litle children of the 
Iews: aud began to preach charity and giuing - 
of almes, in the Chutch, inthe market place, 
in the ſtreetes , and in the houſes, exhorti 

all wot to loſe ſo fair a occaſion of purchaſing 
beauen by their almes. That they should remem- 
ber that What Was ginen to the pours , ar gie 
wen to Jeſus Chriſt : and that the rich miſer,wbo 
refuſed poore La%arusbis crums of bread, could 
not obtain now in hell one drop of cold Waters 
That he that can ſuccour the needy Who are pee 
rishing for vant and reliews them not, kills them, 
that alms are the ranſom of ſins : and what oyle 
is to 4 lamp ,the ſun to the day , the ſpring to 
the yeare , the foule to the body : that zs charity 
and alms-gining to the ſoule. Ft is the key of 
Paradiſe , the tree of life , the bidden trea- 


"permit: hing to live longer retired in that 
kl lolitade ,at a time that Gods cauſe 


| ſure in the field , the prarle or pretions ftoxe, 
4 Hhbhh 


wbich 


his charity , humility , and prudence was ſo 
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commodity , nor minding thoſe occafions of * 
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m_— 7a ſoyed, hich brought forth 4 hundred for 


I4s 
Ivxs, 


Saint Baſil the Great , Bishop, and Door, 


Wbich the holy Goſpel fpeaketh of , the ſeed Which | 


one : the Sunamits iyle that multiflied and 
filled ſeurral weſſels: the meale of the Yidov of 
Sarephta that. aiminisbed not : Tatebs ladder , 
that being on earth reached unto heauen. The 


 eMagdalens oyntment ſo welcome and ſofleaſing 


to Chri# our Sautonr : the flar that guided the 
Sages to adore the In{ant Fejus: Tacobs fountain, 
Where Chriſt ſat , and conuerted the Samaritan 
Woman : the refuge of ſinners : Toſephs fine and 
beautifull garment : the treaſure and riches 
Which feare neither moath, ruſt , nor violence of 
theenes. Jnfine it ts intereſt ginen to God : ſo 
Profitable and beneficiall to the giner : that for 2 
bofe of bread beſtowed wpon the poore, Goaretur- 
meth vs Heauen in recompence, His words and 
his example were ſo powerfull and efficacious; 
that the poore' were very much rclieucd in 
that miſerable and extreme neceſſity, He 
ſhewed his charity no leſſe in the Hoſpital 
which he built, which wasa work ſo admira- 
ble and fumptuous , that Saint Gregory Nazi- 
zen faith that haning Yell conſidered it , be 
thought it might deſernediy be reckoned among 
the Miracles of the World: becauſe the poore and 
fuck. that came thither and Were pronided for , 
were very numerous:and ihe care andorder, ith 
Which they Were tended,%as anmirable. And the 
Saint himſelf not content with what he did by 
meanes of his officers and ſervants , whom 
he had appointed there to ſerue and help the 
fick; waited vpon them in perſon, and aſfhited, 
and ſerued them with his owne hands , with 
wonderfull humility and moſt tender and lou- 
iv affe&ion, embracing and kiſſing thoſe that 
had the {moſt loathſom and filthy dilcaſes , 
which were able.tocauſe the greateſt auerſhion 
and toturn 3mansſtomack : tor he conceived 
himſelf to behold our Lotd in thoſe diſeaſed 
perſons, and cheriſhed them as members of 
that Body , whereof Chriſt Teus is bead. There | 
wanted not ſome that blamed and reprehend- 
ed him for it , who imputcd to vanity what 
he did for charity : and interpreted that to be 
ambition which wascontempt of the world : 
but he had courage and vertue enough to 
beare all theſe cenſures ; and being wholly 
abſorpt in God, beheld all things in that fo- 
verain light :and knowing that what he did 
was pleafing to his eyes, who ſearcheth mens 
barts , and is to iudge them all , he made no 
account cf the vain wudgments and malitious 
w ords of men. For among all the vertues 
which adorned this bleſſed mans ſoule, forti- 
tude and conſtancy, wherewith he wenttho- 
rough with thoſe things which be vndertooke 
for the ſeruice of God, was moſt admirable 
anddivine: as is clearly ſeen in what bappen- 
cd tn Ein firſt with Iulian the Apoſtara, and 
afterwards with Valensthe Arian, both Empe-» 
rors. For Julian , who had bin acquainted | 


with Saint Baſil at Athens,anddid well kn 
his great wiſdom ard eloquence , had 4 
citcem of him : and when he came to the 
crown, he writ vnto him , and defired hin 
| to come and wiſit him , as one frend Yould t 
other. But the Saint nothing moued with it 

anſwered him by makirg a preteſtation 65 
his faith ,and giuing him to vnderitand tha 
he was ready to dy in detenfe of it, Iulian for 
this, and becaufe he was ſo oppoſit andcon. 
trary vnto him , and continually impugned 


him ; as he didalſo Saint Gregory,and inten, 
ded to put them both todeath,when he ſhould 
return from the Perſian war. But he was(lain 
in it miraculouſly ; and his death is thouyht ty 
haue bin an cffe& of Saint Bafils prayers and 
teares: who molt earneſtly belought our Lord, 
to ſopthe courſe of that impetuous andim- 
pious Tyrant , and to wreſt the whip out of 
bis hand , with which he intended to rune 
and deſtroy the Catholick Church : and to 
obtain this of God , he took tor Aduocathe 
cuer glorious virgin Mary , our Blefled Lady, 
as the mother , Queen, Lady , ProteRtels, and 
oply defence and bulwatk ofthe faid Church, 
But that which paſſed between him and V 
lens was more remarkable, and A greater at- 
gument of his divine ſpirit and courage, For 
Valens bauing like a furicus and violent tor. 
rent and inundation, beaten downeand root. 
ed vp the fruit-tres and beſt plants that weie 
in our Saviours ground , driven and thruſt 
Catholick Biſt ops out of their Churches and: 
crſecutcd our holy faith ſo unmercifully that 
be commandcd fourſcore of the clergic tobe 
taken , and put intoa ſhip, and carried into 
the main ſea; and thexe fire to be put ynto 
the ſhip:he came at length to Celarca, hoping 
to ſupplant Saint Baſil,who alone ſtood more 
in his way then all the reſt, But becauſe the 
Saints authority was very conſiderable , he 
would firſt try whether he could be won by 
. promiſes and fair cfers : ang therefore ſent 
ſome ofhis counſel and bed-chamberfrequens 
tly vnto him, for to perſwade him to confor 
me himſcif to the Emperors pleaſure : and 
when this would notdo, be ſent divers offis 
chief captains and commanders with ſouldi 
ers for to terrify him with their rudenes, and 
to vic with him both force and cunning, But 
when all was in vain ; one of the Gouernars, 
by name «Meodeſtns , nougy uite otheryile 
in his manners, a harſh, = and ſurious 
man ,apd ofnodiſcretion, ſent tor Saint Bakl, 
to appeare before him. The Saint came with 
quict and vntroubled mind ,4 cheerfull and 
grauc countenance , and as well cont 
and pleaſed, as ihe had bin invited to Afeat. 
And the Gouernour without any reſpett « 
reuerence to him, or eucn giving himihe title 


ot Biſhop ſaid : Fhat bolnes is this of w_ 
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him by hislife and dodtin, did extremly hate { 
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1þgs 20 oppoſe the Imperiall Maieſhy ? doeſt thou 


" margin $608 818 able to reſiſt him? Saint Baſil 
7h nſyered mildly : F know not Why you terme 


imbudent, not bauing don any thin; 
« ws - 19mm That which I baue againſt 
is, faith Modeſtus, 7s that when euery one 
J *; obedient and Jubieft to the Emperor, y.u 
June do contemn bim. The Saint replicd 7 oght 
1 obey the chief and ſuprem Emperor of heauen 
ind earth , who commands me What F am to be- 
loeue : and bids me to oppoſe all thoſe , vo do 
wt, or wall not beleeue What be commanas. But 
1 vill be obeged,, faith Modeſtus, doeſt thou not 
think it ſufficient honour for thee $0 be of my opi- 
nin , and to haue me your companion in the 
ufeſſop of faitb7ycs indeed, faith Saint Baſil, 
{ rhould efFeem it very much, and take it for 2 
ut honour, and bappines , to hae you my com- 
anion; wot as the E mperors officer , or an-Ari- 
in ; but 18s one of. the other Catholick, Chriſtians, 
which are of any flock, , and under my charge. fur 
} Chriſtian is not to make any great account of 
th perſon he beares , of bis office ,or nobility, but 
i bit worth and glory is to beleeue and profeſ] 
the true faith , and to have 4 pure.and clean 
anſcience. F do conſider you. , and refpef7 you, as 
} principal officer of the Emperor , and 4 great 
paſonage: but for all theſe titles »} 40 not take 
yu to be me paging to God then myſelf. Mo- 
leſtus was offended , and few very hott by 
this fo reſolute anſwer of Saint Baſil, and 
to braue it , and threaten him with 
confiſcation of his goods , with baniſment, 
torments , and death, But the Saint on the 
contrary anſwered very quictly and calmy : 
Modeftus , do not braue it ſo , nor think that 
Jiu can terrify me: you can not confiſcat my goods, 
fu Ihawe none : nor banisb me, for ail the world 
it unto me one. place of banishment , and my 
wuntrey 43 beawen : I do as litle feare your tor- 
nents ; for my body is ſo far ſpent and pined 
thay that it bath not force to ſuf er any torment, 
ud the firſt firoke ill difpatch it , and put an 
ado life and paine. Much leſs do. 1 feare death; 
Ireauſe F knovy 1t Will ſet me free from this pri- 
ſn, and reſtore me to my Creator, The cruel 
Gogernor was ſurpriſed and amazed at this 
mexpected conſtancy of the holy Prelat,and 
toldhim: 7 bawe newer yet met With 4 man that 
[ke vnto me YKith ſo. much liberty and boldnes. 
rayſe faith Saint Bafil.you newer fpoke befor e 
kitb any Bishop; For ve Bisbops are otligedin 
W other t bings.to carry ourſelnes with the great- 
# ſubmiſſion and bumility of all men in the 
but bben there is queſtion #bowt the faith , 
ul the rewerexce Wbich is due to Teſus Chriſt : 
 weto te confident and couragions : and not 
ant that the. Majeſty of bis Dinini'y be in 
the leaft point di > 
aſt point difparaged. Infine atter a long 
ve, and debate about this buſines , the con- 
mon was that Modeſtus told the Saint that 
yould glue bim that night to ſkep vpon 


—_—_— 


Saint Baſil the Great, Bishop , and Docor. 


. it, and then to reſolue what was beſt for him to 


looke you, that you do not change. Ja a word S, 
Baſil came oft viorious , as firm as a rock in 

the midie of the ſea :and Modeſtus being con» 

tounded, began to haue more reſpe& for him: 
and going to the Emperor,related ynto him 

all that had paſled , and huv zt was but hſs 

of time and labor, 10 endeauour to tra the 
Biihop of Ceſarea to conſent wnto kim. «And the 

Emperor turning his hatred into admiration, 
and his auerhon into reverence, commanded 
he ſhould be no more moleſted: and itbeing 
then the feaſt of the Epiphany of our Lord, 

or twelfday : he came into ,the Cathedrall 
Church, where the holy Biſhop was, and all 
the Catholicks, celebrating that moſt holy ſo+ 
lemnity. And when hefaw the order and de- 
cency that was obſerued in the Catholick 
Church, in finging of Plalmes and in other 
ceremonies : in the ornaments and furniture 
of the Altar, in the deuotion , filence, and 
modeſty ofthe people, he was ſtrangely ſtruck 
with admiration : for they were all like fo 
many Angells about Saint Baſil , honoring 
him with refpe&,and looking vpon him with 
a holy renerence :and he was in the midſt of 
them with his eyes caſt downe, ſorecolle&ed 
and fo attentiue to the holy myſteries, that he 
flirred or moued himſelfno more, then if he 
had bin a ſtatue, The Emperor at hiscntran- 
ce into the Church offered great guiſts and 
preſents:though not one of the clergie would 
take any thing from him; becauſe he being an 
heretick, they did not know whether Saznt 
Baſil would allow of it : fo great was their 
reſpe& for theirBiſhop, whom they eſteemed 3 
Saint,and fo litie did they care ſor theEmperor, 
that had ſeparated bimſelt from the Catholick 
Church, Valens whilſt he was inthe Church, 
was {cized vpon with 4 pain and dizzines in 
his head, in ſo-much that his gard was forced 
to hold him that he fell not out of his ſeat. 
Afterwards Saint Bafil ſpoke to Valens ,and 
by his divine diſcourſe did ſo work vpon his 
mind , that he began to be more fauorable 
vnto Catholicks, But the hereticks being very 
numerous and importune , prevailed againſo 
much vpon his infe&cd hart, that he gaue 
order to haue the holy man ſent away into 
baniſhment. All thiogs were now ready for * 
the execution of the ſentence : tor the time ap« 
pointed was come , the chariot was prepared, 
the hereticks were overioyed; and the Cathos» 
licks on the contrary weie diflolued intotea- 
res,andnot cnduring to hcearof any parting or 
ſeparation from their Paitor , all defired to ac» 
companyhim into his baniſhucnt.Butit pleaſ- 
ed our Lord tointerpoſe himſclf,and.to break 
that wicked defign, and hinder the execution 
of that yngodly and crucll edit.For that very 
night 


| do: eAndSaint Bafil anſwered gravely and re- * x "i 
ſolutly. I 1hall be to morrov Yhat 1 amio day: Tyxg. 
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night he ſtruck the Emperors only ſon called 
Galates, who was very young, with a tevrible 
and dangerous ficknes , which encreaſcd lo 
ypon him , that the phyſicians gaue him oucr: 


. and the Ewpreſl Dominica told the Emperor 


that this as 4 punisbment fent him by Almigh- 
ty God for the wrong and iniury don onto Baſll, 
and that she had bin afflified Yith ſtrange are- 
ams and viſions about it. The Emperor inoucd 
by this aduice and counſell of the Emprels, 
ſent for Saint Baſil,and ſaid vnto him : if your 
faith be true, pray to God thot my child n:ay not 
dy. The Saint replycd if you Will beltewe, 0 Em- 
peror , what 1 lelieue , and Wil reſtore peace to 
the Catholick Charch , your ſon shal liue. Make 
bim be baptized ty Catholicks. Prelently the 
child grew to be better ,and Saint Bzfil left 
the Palacc. But the Emperor-, not to haue 
his ſons recouery aſcribed to Saint Bakils 
prayers, bids the Arian Biſhops Chriſten bim, 
and pray for him , and preſently after it , the 
child died : who infallibly had lived , if the 
Emperor had followedS. Bafils moſt wholſom 
counſel. The Emperor was extremly afflited, 
ard his hart full of ſorow aud bitternes tolee 
thingsgo ſo croſs with him. Io the meane whi- 
lc his Biſhops and fauovurits,who were all Ari- 
ans , perſwaded him that it was impoſſible tor 
their Religion to floriſh, or to be in any good 
condition , as long as Bafil icfidedat Celarea. 
Wherefore he rclvmed his former reſolution 
of baniſhing him. The ſentence of his baniſh- 
ment was Writen ,and bropght vnto Valens 
for to ſign it : which as he went about todo, 
the chair wherein he ſat , broke vader hira : 
yet, obſtinat man as be was, he tooke a pen 
for to ſign 1t, but could not make itcaſt inck: 
he changed his pens three ſeucral times , and 
all three broke a ſunder , nor could he write 
one title with any one otihem. This was not 
ſufficient to make Valens open his eyes, and 
yndesſtand that he refiſted the hand of God. 
But as he perſeucred in bis wilfull malice , his 
arme fell a ſhaking, as if he had bin taken with 
the palſey. Then was he forced to giue ouer ; 
and fcaring agreater ſcourge , he tore in pec« 
ces the paper wherein the Saints condemnati- 
on Was Written , and permitted him to liue 
quietly at Cefarea, though much againſt his 
will : but he ſaw it wastono purpole for him 
to ſtrive againſt God, who defended his holy 


 Prelat. 


Vpon 3 time whilſt Saint Baſil was ſpeaking 
with VUalens , one Dewonſthenes , who had 
ſome office in the Court, and had the care of 
ſeruing in the meat, a fauourit of the Empe- 
rors, tor to comply with his Maſter, engaged 
in the buſincs, and reprehended the Saint for 
not conforming himlelf to his Maicſty , and 
(his tongue tranſgreſſing as far the rules of 
grammar, as ofmodeſty and pood manners) 


came out with a grols ſoleciſme or barbariſ | 


Saint Bafil the Grear , Bishop , and DoRor, 


{ 


we : v. hereat the Saint ſmiling ſaid :;2 ;, 


nough : ſeeing that euen Demeſibenes (5y Pres 1 
21unſly al-uding to tht lzmons by h 


ke wvnin? 
moſihenes, Prir.ce of the Grecian eloquence 
as Tully was ot ike Latin Eut when Deg, 
ſthencs would not giue over, but grey 1, * 
more impertinent;he tooke him vp Ore tou 
dly and: faid : Demoſibenes it Were betty i, 
thee 10 meile 3. ith tby 0% 1 ' ffice » And to lik 
that ihe Fmpeius meat be Yell /erſoned, Fy 
to engage thy ſelf to aifpute of matters of fans, 
An other conteſt Sznt Bzfil bad (of lefgn, 
portance indeed, then what be had with the 
Emperor) witha certam Governor, by Name 
Exſelins, who Was vncle of the Emprets,and 
had the goucrnment of Pontus and Cappade. 
cia ; and herein the Saint ſhewed allohis cy, 
rage and conſtancy. There was a certain yi, 
dow , noble, rich, and well qualified, calles 
Teſliana, davghterto «Araxes, a Senator, any 
one of the priuy counſel]: it bappenedtha 4 
prime officer of the aforclaid geuenoyr {1 
in love with ber, and pretended tomariic hy; 
but Veſtiana ſlighted him , and reſoluedty 
continue in the tate of widowhodd : which 
he taking extreme ill ,inteadedto obtain by 
force and violence what ke could not petby 
louc and tauour, Veſliana findiog herleftohe 
in danger , had zecovuis to prayer, fled tothe 
Church , and defired Saint. Bafil totake her 
ynder his prote&ion :and he who was euer} 
virgin, and a terrible enemy of ail yiicleanes 
and diſhoneſty, was moſt willing todefend 
her , and help her to conſerve that icyel 
which ſhe was loath to looſe, The Governor 
(vnto whom that officer bad made his cow- 
plaint) would haue her taken out of the 
Church , which the holy ziſtop would by 
no meancs Permit : which made him euen 
mad with rage ; andas he was an heretickand 
a moſt yniuſt Iudge , he tooke hence an occe- 
hon to perſecute Saint Baſil, He procured 
many falſe accuſations to be brought in + 
gainit him : and vpon that ſcore ſent his off. 
cers and ſergeants to his houſe , publickly 
to rcuile and diffame him', as one that hat- 
boured lewd company. He commandedhim 
to make his appearance at his tribunal : and 
when he came, he tore and plukt off his vppet 
garment or gowne ; the wicked Iudge fitting 
at his caſe and in late , and the holy b+ 
ſhop ſtanding , as our Lord did before Pilat, 
SaintBaſil told him that if be pleaſed, be rhould 
haue bis caſſock alſo, And he thipking he vas 
hupghcd at,threatned to torment bim , topo 
him in peeces and to make him 1) a maſt painſus 
and ignominious death : but the Saint retains 
ing alwaysthe lame peace of mind , and chect- 
full gravity of countenance, gaue him lum 
eritly to vnderſiand that he was nothing m0- 
ued with all bis threats. 1t was preſently not 
{edabcut ike city, ow ipfolcntly ay" 
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muperous trOupes for to teſcue their Paſtor 


FW conthe rauenous wolt All Becked together, 


nen and women , young and old , poore and 
i, tradeſmen and gentlemen ; every one 
med with what weapons he thought moſt 
{lor the purpoſe : and reſojued to tet ypon 
i Goyernor, and defend Saint Balil, But the 
eek and patient ſeruant of God returning 
pod for bad, for to preſerue his life that thre» 
ined him death, appcaſcd the people , and 
vithhis only grauity and maicity withheld 
hem from executing their iuſt anger and in- 
nation againſt that inhuman and barba- 
oaswan. Atter this Ucſtiana entred into the 
wonaſtery where of Saint Macrina, SaintBaſils 
fer, was Abbeſs , to be inſtrufed by her in 
; Religious life, This was the end of Saint Ba» 
encounter in defence ofthe chaſtity of an 
mocentand honorable Lady againſt the fury 
altranny of a moſt wicked Governor, who 
(s ſuch people vſe to do) pretended by the 
erand rod of Iuſtice to opprelſs and wrong 
[ne moſt he could. and with ſuch tmeck- 
wsdid he treat a man that deſerued quite 
aterwiſe of him in 1nitation of the ſweetnes 
ad wildnes of our Lord, who is continuall 
ng fayours and ſhewing mercy to thol. 


I wiooſrnd him. For Saint Baſils great con- 


and magnanimity was accompanied 
nithadmirable (tweetnes and gentlenes : and 
u#hewas 2 lier when it concerned the honor 
God.ſo was he 4 meek lambin bearing afft- 
at and iniuries offered to his owne perſon; 
udmoſt generous and noble in repaying bad 
un with good ſeruices.For thus he behaved 
linkelf towards that other Governor Mode- 
tus, who, as we ſaid, had treated him with 
bauch vnciuily and rigor. For afterwards 
aling greeyouſly ſick, and finding no other 
wn, , hedeſired Saint Baſilto come to viſit 
adaſiſt him. Which the Saint did moſt wil- 
Ingly and readily : and by his ſweetnes and 
ndneedid ſo win him , that Modeſtus ask- 
(him from his hart pardon for hauing mo- 
kd and affronted him : andeuer after was 
wit forward in publiſhing his vertues and 
W merits, | 
lnan other occaſion he manifeſted a moſt 
ar and admirable patience, and very remar- 
» whereof we find not ordinatily examn- 
tt even among Saints. Saint Baſil viliting 
tClurches of Armenia, for to provide them 
WPaſtors and Biſhops , admitted into the 
nunion of the faithfull , one Exſtacbivs, 
lilop of Sebaſte, who having bin an here- 
made ſhe that he was conuertcd tothe 
aolick Church , and profeſiedthe taith; 
unding all herefics : yet after I time retuc- 
''Mt9 them again. For this indulgence 
Nichthe Saint had vicd towards the fallhar- 


Saint Baſil the Great, Bishop, and Noor. 


nally the Gouernor had abuſed the holy 
F prkt; and the people came running in by 


arted man , in admitting him to the Church, 
many Catholicks were {candalized,and ſc 

rated themſelues from him as 4 ſuſpeRed per- 
ſon ; yea euen his owne Monks declined him, 
and refuſed to conuers and communicat with 
him. The good Saint was very ſenſible, and 
with good teaſon, of this fad afflition ; and 
although he endeauoured to ſatisfy thoſe who 
ſuffered ſcandall at him , bygfruing them 3 
good account of his intentions and proceed- 
ings, yet he forcbore, tor the ſpace of three 
yeares, to take pen in hand foj to write either 
to Euſt achius, or againſt him, for having ſo 
baſely deceiucd him ; and'this for feare he 
might be ouerſcen in ſome expreſſion, or fo- 
me tart and biting word, proceeding more 
from his trouble and afflition of mind , tor 
that treacherous and yn worthy dealing of the 


perhdious heretick , then trom zeale and rcae , 


ſon. This patience of Saint Baſil proceeded 
from the great contempt he had of himſelf, 
and his ſtrezght vnion and coniunRion with 
Almighty God, Which made him to make no 
more account of the inJgments of men thery 
they do deſerue , and tocontent himſelf with 
the faithfull teſtimony of bis owne pureand 
innocent conſcience. He had attained that 
high degree ofa perfe? abnegation and renuns 
c8tron,which he teachesand comm<ends in his 
writings: Þbereby& man that is enlightned and 
#/ſiſted by God, dinorces bimſelf from all 1be 
things in the World, and fears nothing , no not 
ewen death, Voato which pertc&ion bearriued 
by mcancs of prayer and pennance, wherein 
he was more admirable then imitable. For 
he wore but one ſingle coate , ſlept always 
vpon the ground, faited cuery day, abſtained 
ſrom wine : yſed his body asit it had not bin 
his : for by his extreme mortification he bro» 
uht it to that weak condition ; and made it 
become [o very leane, that he had only skin 
left to coucr his bones. 

He ſpeat whole nights inprayer, and the- 
rein was particularly fauored and viſited 
by our Lord ; who did him great graces, and 
wrought for him many miracles, whereof ſome 


| we will ſet dawne here. He defired the ſpecial 


grace of the Holy Ghoſt tor to praiſe Godin 
the Maſle with propet prayers and words. And 
attce he had bin 1apt into an cxtake , and ens 
ioycd a divine Reuclation oj that matt.r, his 
requelt was granted him : and he writ 4 Maſs 
which is called Saint Baſuls Litwrg3: andibe 
firſt day he cclebrated according to that new 
forme, there deſcended vpon him a great light 
"which remained yall he had ended the Sa» 
Crificc. An ether time whilſt he was at Maſs, 


[a cextain Iew moued by 4 euriofity to lee what 


was there don, ſecretly mingked himicſtamong 
the Chriſtians : and at the time that the boly 
Holt was broken and digided by the Saint, he 


ſaw a molt beautifull Infant, who was diuided 
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. who brought him to oblige himſelf by his 


vnderſtand the caulic of it ,to wit his pa with 


" Saint Baſil the Great, 


alſo together with the Hoſt. The ew ſizarpe!) 
fruck at this , came to receaue the holy com 
munion witk the Chriſtians : and receavirg a 
conlecrated Hoſt , found it to be true fleſt:and 
by this ſo euident 4 miracle came to yndei(t-. 
and the certainty of the divine Myſtery : and 
the next day came with all bis family to de- 
wand boly Baptiſme of S. Bafil. A principal 

entleman,by name Proterius, bada vertuous | 
davghter that defized to be 4 Nun, and to con» 
ſecrat her virginity vnto our Lord. But the 
divel, the implacable cnewy ot Chaſtity , anc! 
of all that is good, ſtirred vp one of ber tathers 
ſcruantsto a yehement defite to hauc her for 
his wife : and becaulc he durſt not once men» 
tion it vnto her by reaſon of the great inequa- | 
lity that was between them; he addreſſed him- 
felf to a magitian , for to obtain his defire, 


_. 


owne fworn-promite and couenant to the 
divel, to become bis vaſſal and perpetual ſer- 
vant :and to giug 4 tenure of this obligation 
ina ſchedule or bill vnder his hand and ſea- 
le : wherein he renounced his Baptiſme , and 
denied Chriſt our Saviour, Preſently vpon it, 
by the permiſhon of Almighty God , the divel 
tempts the young gentlewoman,and ſhe grew 
to be ſo exceedingly in loue with her owne 
ſervant , that with many teares and ſobbs ſhe 
begd of her father that ſhe might marry him. 
Otherwiſe he ſhould ſoon ſee her deadat his 
feet, Jrifine they were married topether. 4vd 
not long after ſhe perceaued that her husband 
never came into the Church, nor did any duty 
of a Chriſtian : and comming at length to 


the divel, the poore woman was moſt intole» 
rably afflited : and acquainted Saint Baſil 
with the whole buſines, who preſently ſent 
for the miſcrable man , and finding him to 
haue loſt all hopes of mercy, andpardon of 
ſuch 4 bortible crime and diſloyalty to God, 
encouraged him to bawe confidence in the infi- 
#it goodnes and mercy of our Sonioar, and to caſt 
bim elf between bis moſt faithful armes full 
of pity and lone. Then he ſbuts him yp into 
a cnawber, and makes him faſt and pray ,and 
himſclt alſo falls a praying, The divels in the 
gneane time gaue him moſt furious aſſaults; 
and howling with a fcarfull-noiſe ypbraided 
him , tbat it was be who came andoffered bimel 
to them: and not they Who ſought after him. And 
told hin that it Yas nor now poſſible to get ont 
of their hang; : for that be ſtood obliged and they 
beld bim faſt bound by bis ovene fvorn promiſe: 
and had the bil of bis obligation to sbow , 
Which they Yould nener quitt. Yet for all this, 
Saint Baſils prayers were of that force and 
efficacy , that the infernall monſters cs 
cowpclled to yeld, and deliver vp the bond 
or chedule;which in preſence ofallthe people | 
( who by the Biſhops order were praying in! 


Bishop , and Door, 

the Church , and liſting vp their handy yy 
ow Lorc)tkey caſt dow np throughtheajyqþ, 
Sair.t tzkes it vp, and tears it :and finding ihe 
maD to be very peritent and contnte forks 
heinous offence, ac mitts | im abey, andrecgy. 
ciles him to the Clutch , then giveshin the 
holy communicn cf our Lords Bedy yg, 
mes him with w bolſom ccunſels and adn, 
nitions , preſcribing what he was to do fi 
the future. It is alſo to be accounted amorgp 
the great miracles, what happened beryee, 
SaintBafil and Saint Ephrew Deacon 451i, 
who was ſo holy a man, and lo muchenlioht. 
ned by almighty God , and wiit fo lublimeh 
of heaucnly things that, as teſtifieth Saint je, 
rome, his works were read in the Churches 
next to the holy Scripture with great revere, 
nce and admiration. This Saint Ephremihen 
living in the defert , faw once vpon aſolem 
day a pillar of fire , and hearda yoice that told 
bim that this pillar vas the Great Baſil and 
cemmanded him to go ſeek himout /andbe- 
nefit himſelf by his divine dofrin. S. Ephre 
comes to Ceſarea , and enters the Church, 
where Saint Baſil ;was , who by divinercue. 
lation preſently knew Saint Ephrem, whon 
he had never ſeen before: and whilſtbeſung 
divine ſeruice,his mouth ſeemed to $, Ephica 
to be full of fire; he perceaued alfo adoue fit 
ing vpon his ſhoulder, with its beak at hiseare, 
ſuggeſting vnto him whilſt be preached, al 
that he ſaid. Andalthovgh S,Ephrem ſpeaking 
of his acquaintance and familiarity with Saint 
Baſil, doth not mention any ſuch thing jet 
the Author of Saint Baſils hfe , ſet down by 
Surius , vnder the name of Amphilochius, re- 
counts that Saint Baſil obtained for S.Ephrem, 
at his requeſt, to vnderſtand and ſpeak Greek, 
The ſame Author alſo relates, that S.Bafil cur 
edalcaper,ſoconſumed and eaten vp withthat 
loathſom diſeaſe, that he had loſt his tongue 
wholodged in the houſe of Anaſtaſius a holy 
Prieſt, who kept him ina roome apartforto 
attend him , andexerciſe towards him his ch 
rity anddeuotion. He adds moreover that by 
his holy prayer he obtained of God pardonſor 
a rich and noble Lady , that vnder the name 
of a widow lived moſt lewdly and wretched: 
ly, and looſed the raines to aJl manner 
diſhoneſty.this woman being toucht at length 
by the hand of God, cntred into herſelf, 
knowledged her euill courſes , and bewail 
them : then writing down all her finsinap# 
per, ſhe ſealed it vp ,and gaucit to SaintBx 
fil, beſeeching him to beg ofour Lordto blot 
them all out of that paper , that thereby 
might come to vnderſtandthatthey wereps 
doned.theSaint prayed for her,and all the 
were blotted out beſides one which ws br 
greateſt of all. Soon after the Saint dyed, 
the good woman , baving great cophdence 
in him ,lay her paper vpon his facred =o 
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1cd of him a letter of his to the Govucrnor 
whoowed her 4ſum of mony. The Saint was 


that «pon my commendation you Will do Yhat 
4s defared of you. If it be ſo, the'v it by your deeds 
The Gouernor Was not much moucd with 


ache was carried to buriall ; and when ſhe 
ook it off again and openedit, found that 
that fig was alſo blotted out as well asthe reſt; 
andthis was don for the merits of the Saint, 
and forthe ſtrong faith and abundance of te- 
ares, wherewith the good woman demanded 
that fauour of him. There came an other de- 
folat and afflited woman vnto him 3 and deti. 


content , and writ in this manuer. Thzs poore 
Yawan.came w/nto me, to defire me that F would 
recommend ber unto you;tor shets wery confident 


the letter , and” yet to keep fair with him, 
2nd comply in words : he writ back : that be 
bus ready to obey bis commands , and deſired for 
his ſake to pleaſure the poor Yoman : rbut could 
wt doit, it berng & bu fines that belonged to the 
exchequer the Saint preſently vaderſtood him, 
and anſwered him thus. F/f you ould do this 
tat can not , there is 210 more to beſaid. Butsf 
yiucan do it and Will not , you thall come to that 
po that you will much defire it ,but shall not be 
able toeffe# it. As S.Bafil writ, ſo it fell out;for 
yithin 4 while , falling into the, Emperors 
difauor, he was calt into priſon ; and found 
no better expedient , then to entreat Saint 
Bail to interceed for him; which he willingly 
dd;and then being diſabuſed* by the incon- 
fancy of fortune, he was gratefull to God and 
his$aint, and paid the woman twice as much 
a was Owing her. The ſame Author, and be- 
fdegalſo John Zonaras 4 Greek Hiſtorian,do 
yrite ot an other miracle more remarkable, 
which doth manifeſt the force and efficacy of 
bis prayers ,and what wonderfull things God 
did work by him. The Emperor Valens had 
taken away a Church in the city of Nyſſa from 
the Catholicks , for to give it'to the Arians. 
The Catholicks made Cote revchen to Saint 
Baſil,and defired him to go tuConſtantinople, 
ad perſwade the Emperor to reſtore: them 
ticir Church, He went, ſpoke , prayed , begd 
adimportuned the Emperor, but all in vain; 
for he” could prevail nothing with that Arian 
Prince, Then Saint Bafil with great faith and 
liberty poke thus. Sir ,let vs put this ſuteinto 
tlebands ofGod. Command the Church to be shut 
vp; andlet thoſe Who are of your ſe? fland with- 
ut ,ond betake themſelues to prayer : andif the 
Aret of the Gbaarch do open of their one accord, 
tle Church ball be theirs. If they open not, ve 
tbolicks Will come , and pray : and if by our 
"ger: it be gpened, the Charch thall be ours.If 
weitber their przers nor 0ur5.5an open it but it | 
nn: fill but;cwe are content that they take 
i for themſelues, This condition ſeemed very 
"Aable to the Emperor , and he agrced to | 
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| Arians ſtanding without, made along and te» 


ſhut.Euening came on and theArians wearied 
with praying retired. 1 hen came Saint Baſil 
with his Catholick company, and had no 
ſooner begun to pray , but all the locks broke 
and the dores flew wide open, to the great 
comtoit and congratulation of the Catho- 
licks, and no leſs admiration and ſurpiiſal of 
the hereticks; whereof many,being convinced 
by ſo cuident a miracle, were converted to 
our holy faith : though it wrought no more 
vpon Valens the Emperor then vpon & hard 

ſtone or flint.But his obſtinacy was ſoon after 

puniſhed moſt ſeverely by the divine Iuſtice, 

For being defeated in 4 battel by the Goths, 
and purſued; for ſhelter he entredintoa poore 
cottage, Whichthe enemy obſcruing,, putfire 
vnto it , and there vnforitunat man he was 


miraculous«ffc&s ot S. Bafils prayers; as was 
alſo an other paſſage recounted by the ſame 
Author, which happened immcdiatly before 
his death. 

Saint Baſil was very familiar with 2 certain 
lew, Joſeph by name ,and a Dottor of Phyfick, 
in which ſcience he was excellent, and was 
4 wiſe and prudent man : whom the Saint la- 
boured very much to bring to the knowlege 
of our Lord and Saviour Icfus Chriſt , but 
could never preuailc with him in his life time, 
bat now drawing towards his cad, he ſent 
for him,and asked him his opinion, vhether be 
might probably recouer. The lew having felt his 
pulle, told him that there was no remedy but 
that be muſt ty , eurn that very day at ſun ſett, 

But what will you ſay, replyeth Saint Bafil, if) 


you find me 4 line to morriv? that is impoſſible, 


ſaith the Door, andif F ſee it, I vill become 
a Chriſtian. The Saint belought our Lord to 
prolong his corporal lilc tothe next o , that 

the Jew might obtain. the ſpiritual life of his 
ſoule , and become a living member of the 
Cburch ;as he did , when he beheld a miracle 
ſo contrary to all skill' and experience of 
phyſick , and aboue the farces and order-of 
nature. And the next day the Saint by that ſas 
pernatural vigor which ourLord ſfubminiſtred 
ynto his decayed and exhauſted body, rofe 
vp vut of his bed, and went to the Chureh; 
where he baptized that Iew with all his famis 
ly : which*whea he had don, he returned 'a« 
pain to his bed for to dy. The news being 

{pread about the- city that the holy Biſhop 
was dying,there reſorts vnto him an incredis 
ble concours of people, and as if he had bin 
natural” father of euery one , as he was the 
piritual,they took on , lamented , and ſought 
by all meanes to prolong his life , each one 


| defiring to take from his owne days , for to 


give them' vnto him. But his merits, which 


Therefore the Church was ſhut, and the \ were ripe' for heauen , had more force wi 


Liiii 2 our 


dious 'prayer, and ſtil! the Church remained 


burnthike an beretick. All theſe things were - 
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Saint Baſilthe Great, Bishop , and DoRor. 


our Lord , for to take him to hiwfelf : ad 
alto his owne excefſue defire to. Jeaue this ba- 
niſhment , for to ſee the face of God, prevai- - 


led more , then the prayers of his flock for to 


keep hum longer in this life. He intertained 
bimſelf with our Lord in prayer, andexhorted 
thoſe that were prefent to] ferwe their Creator 
Yith their whole bart. Then beholding the An- 
pells that were ſent for to receaue his ſoule, 
he rendered it vp vnto our Lord in ſaying 
thoſe words Ju menus tuas Deminecommento 
ſriritum meum. Into thy bands o Lord 1 go 
commend my ſpirit. He departed this life on the 
fiſt day ofJanvary,in the yeare three hundred 
ſcauventy eight: and had bin Biſtop cight ye- 
ars, fix months and fixteen days. But the day 
of his departure falling vpon the feaſt of ovr 
Loids circumciſion, the Church ſolemnizcth 
his memory on the fourtienth of June , on 
which day he was conſecrated Biftop, No 
wan is able to expreſsthe ſorow and morning 
which was then at Cefarca for the death of 
this ſo holy andſo great a Paſtor, nor the con- 
cours of people, that reſorted to celebiat his 
obſcquies: for there came Chriſtians, lews, 
and Gentils for to ſee him: nor infine the de- 
uotion of the faithfull , that preſſed through 
the throng for to touch his ſacred Body , and 
tocarry ſome Relick of him away for to keep 
it as 4 wollt rich treaſure. But particularly that 
phyfitian , whom we ſpoke of, who cf a lew 
had bin wade by him a Chriſtian : when he 
ſaw him dead , falling with his breſt vpon!'the 
Saint and bathing bim with his teares , ſaid: 
O Baſiltrae ſeruant of the lzuwing God , if thou 
hadft bad 4 mind to line longer , thou Youldft 
haue dyed no more to day then thou did yeſterday, 
Toben thou permitteaſt not death to ſeige wpon 
thee. 

Beſides the ſervice which this famous and 
renowned Door did to our Lotd by his life 
and dodtin, he writ diucrs admirable books, 
which the Catholick Church doth Rill enioy 
and highly reverence. Saint Ambroſe wade 
ſogreat account of them that he hath almoſt 
tranſlated out of greek into latin Saint Baſils 
book of the Holy Ghoſt , and his homilies v- 
pon the Hex aexrcror , where he diſcourſes of 
the creation of the world , and of what God 
wade in the fix fiſt days. He kept preat cor- 
reſpondence with Saint Bafil , and there was 
a very {tri& league ot irendſhip between them, 
and tiequent communication by letters, And 
by Saint Baſfils meanes the Body of Saint De- 
nis Martyr , who had bin Biſtop of Milan, 
and for the Catholick faith was baniſted by 
the Arian Emperor Conſtantivs into Cappa- 
docia, where he dyed , was ſcntto Milan vnto 


Saint Ambroſe. Saint Gregory Nazianzen | 


diſcourfing of Saint Baſils writings, ſaith that 
none before bim bad explicated the boly Scripture 


 ſublimely ans ſo ſolidly, Snot Baſil was tall, | 


ſceble and ſpareof body, pale and ſomewhat 
welancholick , his noſe well proportioned, 
arched eyebrows, he had the countenance 6 


3 wan pevſive and abſorpt ,his face ſomewhat Vi 


long and A litle wrinckled , bollow temples, © 


a long beard with ſome white hairs. The 
praiſes which the ancient holy Fathers have 
given Saint Bakil, are ſo great, that they alv. 
ne ate ſufficient to wake vs have apreat eſtee. 
me and veneration of him , together with 
great and camneſt defire of imitating him. s, 


Gregoiy tke Divine, his moſt intimateompa. 


nion and frend , writ an-admirable oration 
of his life and vertues : where he tiles hin 
the band,of peace, Heranld of truth , the quick 
Piercing ee of the Church, & perſon that 44 
reach bis ſublime knoYlege Ly the ſan#ity of his 
life, Saint Gregory Nyſicn , his brother , who 
alſo praſeth him in an eloquent oration, cal- 
leth him & Prophet and an interpreter of the 
boly Ghoſt , 4 valiant Captain of leſus Chrif, 
an' excellent Preacher of the t1uth, and inun- 
cible de{ender of Gods Church, He compares 
him for bis teale to Elias , for auſterity of 
pennance , and liberty in reprebending Wicked 
Princes, to Saint gc Baptiſt. Saint Ephrem 
ſaith of him that he Ws as acceptable wnto God 
as eAbel; preſerued from the deluge, like Ni, 
called the frendof Goa,like abrabam, andoffnd 
wp in facrifice ike Tſaac : wvitlonmus oner al 
aduerſity and tribulations like Tacob : magniful 
and exalted in glory like Toſepb. And then com+ 
pares him viel eMoyſes , «Aaron , and Joſue, 
with all the Prophets, apoſtles and Exangeliſier, 
of our Lord , and exborts all toa imitate him, 
there not being & Word or af7ion of bis Which de 
ſernes not 1enerence and imitation,Simeon Mes 
taphraſtes Rileth him 4 fawing torch of the 
Catholick, Chuncb , the bright-1bining Jun of 
verity that enlightneth all - Yori, 4 ſublat 
pillar of God, the light of dininity, the trueje® 
of wiſdom , the plenitude of knowviege , Emid- 
ſador of the Fatber, trompet of the Eternalvak 
& fletvard or diftributer of the gifts of the Hoy 
Ghoſt. And after the 1ike manner do other 
Saints and Doors ſet forth his vertues and 
excellcncies. Let vs beg of our Lord by the 
merits of this his Saint, to grant vs graceto 
imitate him and to attain to the poſſcſſionof 
that glory which he enioycth in 4 moſthapyy 
and bleficd Eternity. Amcn 
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THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS 
Vitus, Modeſtus, and Creſcentia, Martyrs. 


N the city ofNazara,in the kingdom 
of Sicily, was born Saint Vitus Mar- 
tyr. His father was a gentil , Hilas 
by ane , 4 wealthy and powerull man , a- 
ft whoſe will :and without his knowlege, 
fn Vitus, being yet a litle child was bapti- 
rd. And began to work great miracles, heal- 
othe ſick, caſting out divels, and doing 
r ſuch like wonderfull things ; for God 
tad choſen him from that moſt tender age, for 
19 manifeſt his glory in him , and by him. 
When he came to be twelue yeares old, and 
yu publickly known to be 4 Chriſtian , Va- 
kcianus , Gouernor of Sicily , torrmanded 
ils to come and bring his fon vnto him : 
2nd after that the father and Governor had 
diſcdicſed ſome while together ; and both of 
them had loſt their time and labour in _ 
fyading Uitus to deny Ieſus Chriſt, and adore 


the tals Gods , the Gouernor ſeing that nei-. 


therhis fawning and flattery , nor large pro- 
miſs or cruel threats could alter the childs 
nind , commanded he ſhould be firſt foarly 
wiiptwithrods ; and if after that, he perfilted 
tobe obſtin , to be put to more crucl tor- 
nents, As the officers were laying hold vpon 
the bleſſed child , for ro execute the ſentence, 
teir arms withered , as did alſo the Iudges 
and, and fell of from his body. But S. Vitus 
Kltored them all eo perte&t healths Valerianus, 
wttoengape bimſclt in further danger, deli- 
red Vitus yp vnato his father , telling him 
ut it belonged onto bim to chaſtiſe his ſort and 
Wiring bim to adore the Gods. Hilas reſolucd 
iſto vſc all fair meanes for to gain him:and 
erefore prepared for him a chamber moſt 
ly furniſhed with a ſtately couch , and in 
tabed of the ſofteſt down , and filled the 
Jave with moſt exquiſit pertumes, called for 
ktofthe belt muſictans, and inuited thithex 
iom and beautifull young maids, neuer 
Outing but that by their allurements , and fo 
Wy charming baits of pleaſure , his ſon, 
Was yct but a litle boy , might be won, 
Uperſwaded to leave the affection he had 
TChriſtand his Religion. But the holy child 
Mctting his eyes and hart to God, begped 
thin vith mapy teares to a//iſt bim , and arm 
Wh bis powerſell grace az ainſt thoſe lewed 
"0orer, no leſs dangerows and pernicions then 
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venimous ſnakes and Woging ales Prefs ntly 
la 


the roow, andthe brightnes was ſo execſſive 
| great thatit dazled and put out his eyes ,and 
withall cauſed him moſt intolcrable pain.whe- 
refore moſt pitifully lamenting and crying 
out, he run to the temple of his Gods for to 
be cured , promiſing them great preſents and 
donarics : but thoſe blind ſtocks could not 
giuc bimthe light, which themſclues bad not. 
But his ſon Vitus reſtored him his ſight , by 
vertur and power of him wbo z5 the light of 
tbe world, and without whom the moſt quick- 
hghted eyes are but. blind. And yet ſo great 
and fignal a benefit could not bring the yn» 


leſus Chriſt; or make him remember that he 
wasa faiherand that be bad 4 new obligation 
to louc him , whom by the 1nſtin& of nature 
he was bound toloue how ſocuer. For he was 
rclolued to perſecute and torment. his ſon, 
But our Lord reſcues him out of his hands, 
and ſent an Angel to Modcſtus and: Cref- 


infancy : to command them to take Vit wr, 
and go With him to the ſea shore : Where they 
sbowid find & bark, ready for them : into W buch 
they might confidently enter, for that he would 
geide them. They prelently executed the ors 
ders that were giuen them * and the Angel 
was their pilot, who guided their veſicl,and 


ce of Lucania ;zand there leaving themnere 
yntoa riucr, diſappeared. Here thele three 
| holy perſons abided and an -cagle brought 
them dayly what to cat. In the mean while 
God was plcafed to do many miracles by the 
prayers and interceſſion ot Saint Vitus, and 
to enlighten the people thereabouts, who be= 
ing moucd with the bright luſter of his ſance 
tity reſorted vnto him : and be cured them of 
their diſeaſes,and freed them from the diucls, 
that had poſlefied their ſoules and bodies. 

It pleaſed God , for the greater manifeſta» 
tion of his glory to permit a child of Dios 
cletian at this time to be moſt cruelly tor- 
mented by the diucl, who crycd out a loud, 
that he would nener leaue ber, wntil Vitus , the 
Jeruant of Feſus Chriſt , came to caſh him outa 
Preſently by order from the Emperor , Vatus 
was ſought for; and being found at length, 


—_ 


| wasbrought thither ; who laying his hand ve 


pon the poſſeſſed child, droue away the dinel, 
but as he went ont, be wounded iume pagans 
that ſtood by , who bad affronted Saint Vi- 
tus, and ſaid that he could not cure the child, 


fe&t health, and left herfree from all moleſta- 


tion of the wicked {pirit. Diocletian, as ſoone. 
 _ KEKEk x by 


gratctul wretch to acknowlege and confeſs * 


centia , who had brought yp Vitus from his 


brought them ſafe vnto _— in the Proune ' 


whom notwithſtanding he reſtored vnto pers » 
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as his daughter was whole and ſound, looking '! 
=— ypon Vitus who was a moſt comely and han- 

15- dlom youth , and had 4 braue preſcnce , took 
Ivxe, a wondertul great affeftion tohim, and made 


him glorious promiſes, that he would take 
him into his Palace, and vic him like his owne 
ſon : if he would but renounce Chriſt , and 
adore his Gods. But when the conſtant young 
man lighted his offers;turaing all bis kindnes 
into choller andloue into hatred, he comman- 
ded that he ſhould be caſt intoa dark dungeon, 
together with Modeſtus, and Creſcentia, and 
there they ſhould be lotden with iron bolts, 
and not haue aSmuchas 2 drop of water allo- 
wedthem.In this priſon S. Vitus ſung with the 
Royal Prophet : Des in adiutorigm meum in» 
tende.Come my God to my aide and belp. Nor did 
our lord differ his help:for the priſon was filled 
with a'great light : and a voice was heard that 
ſaid. Stand firm and conſtant my ſeruant Vites, 
for I am ready to aſſiſt thee. And that horrid 
and loathſom -place was repleniſhed with 3 
fragrant and moſt comfortable ſmel, Diocle- 
tian was aduertiſed by the iaylor ofall that had 
paſſed in. priſon : and he ſent for the holy 
Martyrs : who as they were lead vato the 
Empcror, Vituscncouraging his companions 
bid them be of good cheer, for that the howr Vas 
wvery nere, Wherein they Were to receane crowns 
from our Lord , if they perſeuered to the [end in 
the confeſſion of their faith. The Emperor, when 
he could not perſuade Vitus to confent to 
his peruers will, commanded 4 great cauldron 
to be heated , and lead, rolin, pich and tar 
to be boiled init , and then the Saints to be 
putinto it , and zow Yesball ſee, ſaith he vnto 
Saint Vitus , wbetber thyGod can deliver thee 
out of my bands. But the blcfled Saint fignin 


the veſlcl with the holy croſs , entred wit 


his companions confidently intoit: and there 
in the midle of the flames like the three youths 
in the fornace of Babylon , they ſung praiſes 
and hymns ynto our Lord, And after they 
came forth of it as ſound and as whole as 
they entred into it , without reccauing the 
leaſt harm from the fire , nor having one hair 
of their heads _— yea rather they appea- 
red more comly, ſhining with a gratious kind 
of luſter. Then was Vitusexpoſed to amoſt 
fierce and cruel lion, for to be devoured by 
him. But the beaſt, like toameck and gentle 
lamb , lay. himſelf down at the Saints feet, and 
licked them in a fawning manner, There 
were preſent at this ſpetacle aboue a hun- 
dred thouſand men , beſides an infinit multi- 
tude of women and children. And almoſt a 
thouſand of them were converted by this 
ſtrange miracle for to beheue in Chriſt, And 
Virtas turning towards the Emperor ſaid , do 
Jou not Jer , Diocletian , hoy the ſauage beaſts, 
forgetting their natural fircenes, do become tame 
nd genie , aeknowleging therein and obeying 


; 
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their Lord : and you on the contrary Wit vt 


ovne him , nor obey bim? Butthe wretched * 


rant was ſo far blinded , and his hart fomych 


hardned that neither the admonition giyeg 0 
| by the Saint , nor the miracles which he _ 


wrought before his eyes , nor the benekss 
that he had receaued, could mitigat him & 
bring bim to vaderſtand what the vertye and 
power of Chriſt did work in this holy youth 
for to confound him and his vain Gods, Whe. 
reforeencreafing more and more in his oþſj;. 
nacy , he commanded the three Saints to he 
Kretched out vpon the Cataſta , whichwaz 1 
certain ſcaffold, high and conſpicuous, where 
they tormented the holy Martyrs in diver 
ways in fight of all the people, Here ers 


theſe three holy Saints moſt cruelly tortured, 
all their bones and members difiointed, their 


fides raked with combs of iron, their fleflitor 
off, ſo that the very entralls and boyells ap. 
peared, At this time the air was very caly 
and the skey clear, but as ſoon as Saint Yity 
prayed to our Lord for to help him: there a 
roſe preſently a moſt horrible tempeſt, the 
earth quaked,thunder-bolts fell from Heauen, 
and ſeueral temples of the Gods were beaten 
down , and many paynims killed, The Ems 
= himſelf, quite aſtoniſhed , and beat 
is forhead for indignation, fedempind 
confeſled he was oucrcome by 4 boy, There 
came: down alſo an Angel from 
who deliucring the Martyrs from their tor 
mpnts.carricd them to the riucr Silarus, when» 


ce they cawe , and placed them yader a tree,” 


Here Saint Vitus praying vnto our I ord bey- 
ged of him, that as he bad armed them with 
courage ani ſirength to owercom the torment: , 
and aangers of diucls and tyrants , ſo he would 
be pleaſed to grant them the glory and revad 
Which they expeHled from bis boundles mercy. And 
when he bad ended his praycr , he heard4 
voice that ſpoke vato him : Vitws I bave bt 
ard thy prayer. And preſently vpon itthe - 
Martyrs gaue vp their happy ſoules vnto 
and the Chriſtians buried their Bodies ve- 
ry honorably , embaulming them with pre 
tious ointments. The Martyrdom of theſe 
bleſſed Saints: was on the fifticnth of June, if 
the yeare of our Lord three hundred 
three,and twentieth of the Raigne ofDiocle 
tian and Maximian. The Body of Saint Vitus 
was afterwardstranſlated from Rome toFals 
and Saint Wenceſlaus,King of Bohemia, 0! 
taining an arm of him as great treaſure, b 

a goodly Church in his honor at F:agv* 
which is the Capitall and Metropolitan cl 
of the kingdom , in the yeare ſeuen hun 
leuenty fue. Which arme was afterwards tial 
ſlated from thence into Saxony in the years 
eight hundred thirty fix. Who doth notobſet- 
ve in this life and Martyrdom of Saint Vitys 


the power and goodnes of God , ay 
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We folly is this, deare frenads is it poſſible that 


and tender child hath ereed ſuch a 
"hee ouer tyrants,torments,death , and all 

wer of hell? who wil now be \daunted 
,nddiſmayed by his owne weaknes, when he 
noks ypon Gods ſtrength and fauour ? or 
qho will truſt to the louc of his parents or 
he frendſhip of any man , though he hath 
ever ſo much obliged them , ſeing that the 
-xecutioners of Saint Vitus were his owne fa+ 
ter and the Emperor Diocletian , whoſe 
daughter he had cured. The ſtory of theſe 
its is ſet downe by Surius in his third tome: 
ind mention is made of them in the Roman 
Martyrologe,, and in thoſe which are [writen 
by Venerable Bede, Vſuardus, and Saint Ado, 
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THE LIVES OF SAINT MAR CPS 
ad $. Marceliangs , Brothers , and 
Martyrs. 


4: HE ſtout and valiant Soldiers 
by of IcſusChiiſt, Marcus, and Mar- | 
F& cclianus, were Romans , and| 
AA Briathers , born at one birth , 
ESS ſons of Trenquilinys and Maria, 
noſtnoble and confiderablePerſonages, They 
yere Chriſtians , and bad wiucs and children, 
Chromatius , Guuernor of the city had com- 
manded them to be apprehended for confel- 
ing the faith ofChriſt,and after many torments 
ich he had vſed in vain to peruert them, 
condemned thew to be beheaded , if within 
thirty days they changed not their opinion, 
abiured Chriſt, and adored the Gods, Who is 


viat batteries he raiſcd during this interual, 


to overthrow their conſtancy ? what fearful | forth Wvith throbs and throws , poſting on wit 


waſlifts, what hard incounters, what terrible 
dlaults did they dayly ſuſtain from their fa- 
tter, their wother,their wives, their children, 
llir family ,their frends, and nere relations, 


ſingular affeHion and whoſe only deſire is to ſawe 
ble to expreſs what cngins the diuel vicd, | your lives?o firange kind of miſtry,neuer beard of 


| ſeing that neither your fathers hoarie baires,#or 
Jour afflifled mothers teares can mone you to 
forſake this folly , which the wretched Chriſtiats 
bawe put into your heads? wnſuſferable pangs 
did you put your Mother wnto,%ben at one birth 
she Was delimered of you both : but what compa- 
riſow is there between thoſe Holors and taines;and 
theſe Which be x5 in at preſent, fearing to les/e 
Jou both in one moment , and /o bewail you now 
both dead togetber,Yhom be brought to life both 
at once ?is this the recompenſe and requital you 
make wnto your Parents # Parents , 1 /a , Jo 
tenderly aff efled and deeply enamonred VPN 308, 
| and. Who bawe ſpared #0 labour or wt jor your 
ſake ? but if you bane caft ata all pity and cote- 
| paſſion of thoſe, who hawe - ay ,endbrought 
You into the world, at haſt baue ſome commiſe« 
ration of your ſweet and tender babes , who its 
ca(e you perſiſt ta be obſtinat , muſt looſe both 
goods and nobility, and become for exer orphans, 
poore andinfamous. Remember your wnforta« 
#at and diſireſied Wines ; and put them not t6 
death With your oven bands , for defiring ſo paſſi» 
onatly to conſerue you in life, Whilſt thele tals 
trends and truc cnemics wete purſuing this 
diſcours, Marcia their Mother comes in loden 
with many years and fad affliftions: and with 
teares guſhing forth from her ſorowfull hare 
throws herſelf ather childrens fect,and ſpeaks 
thus: 0 my ſons , born of this Womb of mine, 
nowriched Yeith my breſts , and bred vp with my 
infinit labozr , toile, and diſtreſs, what phrenyy 
is this? to offer younſelwes to extremity , and run 
ſo defÞeratly wnto death , Wbich exery man of wit 
and iudgment wſeth all meanes poſſible to ef- 
cheue ? Will you at one and the ſame time deftroy 
and ruine yourſelues, your father mother, wines, 
and innocent children? What harm or iniury bs- 
we ve don you that you go abowt ut one ſtroke to 
ct of the bead: of all thoſe that beare you & moſs 


before! for me to jee myoWne ſons phom 7 brow 


i; 


great wehemency and fierce obſtination to & yp 
miſerable death , that neither my teares , nor ths 
lamentations of the city of Rome , can ithdrato 


them from it. O ſad and wnfortunat caſe of 4 


10 leſs numerous then powerfull Fand they | poore arotber ? that my olvne children 5bowld beg 


liemſeues being perſons of noble extraction, 


of the hangman to kill them , and efeem it the 


wounding with honors , endowments , and | ozh frait of life, to looſe it and caſt it atvay: and 
lpnities, 90 meanes was left vnattempted | Wv;/l not beare their mother who counſels ther 
kr to withdraw them and pull them back | go live, that together with them tbe may alſo line, 

the extremity of miſery they ſcemed to | an rejoice for their live and bappines. 0 What 
w yato, For firſt they were ſet vpon by o- | 2 change and alteration is this. Young men in 
ter young gentlemen, their frendsand com- | the flower of their age entreat and ſue for death: 
Kaions, who with great reſentment and affli- | and old men lament and take on that their lifes 


wnofhart,poke in this manner vntothem: 


W:bould baue bin born or bread at Kome, and 


indining to 4 decay ? Thus ſpoke the diſtrelſed 
Mother, and her eycs were become two foun- 
tains from which did run oontinual ſtreams 


wig} the K oman gentry, and not rather in «A- | of tears. And by and by comesin their good = 


is oSchythia, amons firce and ſauage beaſts, | father Tranquilinus , carried between _" | 


Kkkkk 2 
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409 Saint Marcus and S. Marcelianus, Brothers and Maryr, 
___. his ſeruants as well for his old decrepit age, | fider to What beggery andinfamy you do andemy 


I4e 
IVNE. 


_ and frong 


4 


as for the paincs of the gout , wherewith he 
was in every ioint moſt intolerably moleſted: 
and entring the room where his children 
were, being quite out of breath and viterly 
difmayed and defcated with ſorrow and grief; 
when he recoucred his voice , ſpoke in this 
wanner vnto thew.Q.3ly ſons f am ume to take 

my leaxe of you , and to «ff er yiu for your funeral 
fſulemnity *batſoener 1 bai prepared for my one, 
Althuagh 1 would willingly know of you, Who ha» 
we fiudien andrea much and Want nt Wit or iu- 
dement yea are perſons known to be of deep inſight 
#nd diſcretion , Whether you bane heard or reaa of 
any (that Wer mot defperate ) Wbo deſired zenth, 
which being the defirution of life , @ ſenering 
and cutting off from all that :s dclighttall and 
pleaſant , and a con:lufion of our Being, no body 
certainly that is in his night ſenſes can bane 2 
lone or gdefire of it. you 1ua unto death Withcut 
exer bring compelled or forced, or dravvn wntoit, 
euen When acotb fiyes a\vay from you. © What 
& mannes and fury is this ! come yuung men, 
and togetber With me lament and ttvail the- 
ſe young men , that make themſelues a volun- 
tary funeral : come aged ferſons , and beare me 
company in tbe foros that T feele in #:y ola age, 
canſed by thoje , who by reſufing to line , enforce 
me t0 4, Trapquilinus bad gon on in theſe 
complaints ,and given Jarger ſcope to his tea- 
res, flowing from the cxcefliue grief that con- 
ſurcd his hart ;bad he not bin interrupted by 
his daughters in law, who together with their 
litle children ruſhed into the roome , without 
minding or taking rotice of atty body , like 
people diftrated , and out of themlelves, 
and broke forth into theſe lamentable com- 
plaints : 6 mer able and awnfortunate Women 


that ve Were,to takeyou for busbanas,wbo do fly 


ava from vs, and vill not daign @ look either 
wVS,0r theſe litle ones that are your vone children! 
where is the ſora faith of Wwedlok,, and that faſt 
knot, With Which We are bound and 
tjed together ,nexer tobe looſed or broken wntill 
death and Ly death? Where is our lone, our nn, 
and that charity , which of tvvo bodies made 
bat one, and but oze ſuule of to ? Where is that 
fincere and cordial affeflion w berevith ve hane 
lined ſome yeares together in ſo great peace and 
concord ? O children , Which bawe come forth 
from our luvels, doyou know theſe your fathers? 
and Yould to God you had never knoY%n them, 
nor bad ener bin born into the Yorld', fince they 
proxe Jo cruell unto you , and will baue you to 
looſe them not ly the command of & tyrant ,or the 
hanzmans band: but becauſe they Will bereage 
them/elues of life , that you may line no longer, 
and that we mijeralle and Vnhapfy creatures 
ray alſo end our days Withthem, «And you fa 
#hers aYaken the fatberly affefFion in y0u,Nbich 
hes a ſleep : open the eyes of your reaſon, which 
70s haue conrred With thewaile of ob/linacy.Con» 


your innocent children, by condemning y, 
to 4 voluntary death. Do vou not —_ _ 
ous and deteit able the name of 2 Chyiflign j,1 
What paines , tortwrings, and rackings they ar 
loyable wato by the Las ? ate you ignorant that 
yohr goods are alrecie ſeined vpon and cnfijgt. 
ea : and your children dijinberited , aud left y 
beg from dove to fore. And d0 you call this pity 
to beyour one murderers and at the ſan ting 
to gize the firoke of death to your aged Pare 
that brought you into the World; to your fol 
Wiwes, whoſe life depends Vboly wpon yours and 
to theſe unfortunat children wntowhum ar yg 
| gaue ther Berng , fo certainly are you obliged 
conſerye them in it ? Come hither dear chiltes, 
go to your fathers , embrace them, kiſs them, 
claſp your litle bands about their necks , bold 
them faſt and te neuer Jeparated from them 
With them , for to live without them is ti, 
cruellef# and tittereſt of all deaths, And yith 
this the poore mothers fell flat vpon the gro- 
und, halt dead, and not ablc to vtter ohe word 
more : the children even killed themſelyes 
with crying and wailing : ail the ſtanders by 
guſhed forth into tearegand with heavy hart 
and blubbering eyes, looking vpon one an 
other knew not what to do or ſay. The tetde; 
and ſott bowells of the good Brothers Marcy 
and Marcclianvs were quite pierced with (6 
row , and their hatts blecded with compaſſion, 
and their courage failing , they were ſcarce 
able any longer to abide the brunt, and wi 
thitand ſo hot and violenta charge. 

The g]orious Saint Sebaſtian waspreſent at 
all theſe encounters and afſaults, asa gentle 
man of the Emperors court , who though be 


were truly a Chriſtian , made no exteriour 


ſhew cf his faith and profeſſion , that fo he 
might be better able to help his perſecuted 
and diſtreſſed Brethren. For that perſecution 
of Diocletian and Maximinian was fo cruell 
and dredfull,that many yeldeu, being overcom 
by force of torments,and for tolauetheirlive 
loſt their faith : and the holy Martyr Saint &- 
baſtian aſſiſted , encouraged , and ſuccoured 
them in time of their greateſt need, as now he 
ſrepghtned and cophirmed the holy Brothers 
Marcus and Marcclianvs. For perceiving that 
they were almoſt ouercom and beaten down 
by the violent aſſault of their domeſticall 
foes, continually preſſing vpon them,thought 
it hightime to manifeſt vnto the world , wi 

he had kept a long while cloſe and ſecret 1 
his mind ; and publickly to declare himſelf 4 


be drawn off, but (till remain conſtantin 
ſame profeſſion. He reſolved theretore toon 
his body tocuident bazardof death, that their 
ſoules might not come to be depiiued ofctet- 
nal ilfe : and began with graue and pithy 


words, breathing the loue ot Icſus "= , 


Chriſtian , rhat the two Brothers might not - 
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exhort them to perſcucrance and to the re- 
nowned Crown of Martyrdom. Ja which 
fiſcours he ſpoke ſo ſolidly of the breuity, vn. 


andof the certitude, glory , aud cternity of 
that happy eſtate which we Chriſtians expe&t 
:1 the other world : that the holy Brothers 
vere ſetled in their reſolution of dying fo! 
Chriſt;and all that were preſent , embraced 
the fame Religion , and became companions 
in Martyrdom with thoſe, whom alitle befo- 
re they endeuoured by words , fobbs, and 
tearsto draw from the confeſſion of our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt. And ſo the prefixed term of thir- 
ty days being expired, Fabian , who had ſuc- 
ceded Chrowatius in the gouernment!, com 
manded the boly Brothers to be faſtned toa 
ilar, and their feet to be bored through | 
vith hard and long nailes. In which torment 
the Martyrs ſung with great comfort and ſpi. 
tual ioy that Pſalm of Dauid : Ecre qzzam 
know , 7 quam itcundum babitare f1 atres 
mn num : behold bow good and pleaſant 4 
thingit is ,for Bretbren to dwell in one. And 
when the Iudge counſelled them to leawe their 
faly that they might free themſelutes from this 
and otbet great torments , Which were prepared 
fo them , they anſwered that they were wery 
hell Where they were , fixedin the lone of Fe/ns 
Chrift, and defired to remain in that poſture as 
long ar their ſorutes quickned their bodies. They | 
were kept thus faſt nailed for the ſpace of 4 
dy and 3night, and they ſpent the time in pra- 
tiogGod , and fingiog holy Pſalms together, 
Fabian ſeeing how conſtant they were, 
zodthat he did but lovuſe his labor in ſtriving 
vith them, commanded they ſhould bethrult 
thorough with a lance : and ſo they rehdred 
their foules toGod;Their bodies were interred 
inthe way Ardeatina, The Church celebrates 
their feaſt on the eighticnth of June, which 
va the day vftheir Martyrdom, in the year 
ofour Lord two hundred fourſcore and four, 
mdthe firſt of Diocletians Raigne. Mention 
8 made of theſe Martyrs in the Roman Mar- 
hrolope, and in thoſe of Bede, Ado, Vſuardus, 
ud in the Antiphonary of Saint Gregory : 
Metzphraſtes alſo ſpcaketh of themin the life 
a Saint Sebaſtian , which is ſet down in the 
inſ{ome ofSurivs, In our days, whilſt Gre- 
gory the thirtienth was Pope, on the nine ad 
yentieth of Iuly, in the year of our Lord one 
land five hundred fourſcore and two, the 

$ of theſe glorious Martyrs, and Bro- 
ters, Marcys an Marcelianus, together with 


&ir lather, Tranquilinus , were fotind in 3 
wile cheſt, in the Chnrch of SaintiCoſmas 
ad Sant Damian which is the title of 4 Catr- 
Deacon in Rome. Andin the ſame tomb 
Vs found alſo the Body of Saint Felix Pope, 
Condemned Cooſtantius the Arian Em- 


ge on that day : and by Cardinal Baronjus 
in the third tome of his Annalls. 
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THE LIVES OF SAINT GERV4- 
dIVS and Protaſis, Brothers , and = 
Martyrs. 


2 HE life and Manyrdom of the 
{SPY bleſſed Martyrs and Brothers , 
GR, Saint Geruatius and S,Protafius, 

1 [22 js taken out ofan Epiſtle, which 

ee Saint Ambroſe Archbiſhop of 
Minal , and Door of the Church , writ to 
21l the Catholick Biſhops of lealy , wherein 
be gives ther notice of ſingular faucr which 
our Lord had don him, by diſcovering the 
place, where the Bodies of theſe holy Saints 
lay hidden, by  Reuelation made vnto him 
in this manner. The laſt leat , faith he, God 
baving giuen me the grace ro paſs it ower in 
faſting , in the company of the reſt of the 
faithful , Who did likewiſe faſt it , whilſt 1 
was once im prayer , ſleep feixed upon me : 
and Þ Was in that condition , as neither to 
be quite 4 ſleep: , nor yet perfe7ly avake : and 


' opening my eyes,T [oÞ tYogoung men clothedin 


robes as White as [aow , with their hands ſtrecht 
oxt , and in 4 poſture of prayer. But being balf 
& fleep F could not ſpeak vnto them, untill F 
had +haken cif my drowfines : but wken J Yoas 
broad avake the viſion vanisbed. F made my 
recours toGod, and beſouzht him that if this were 
an illufron of the aiutll , he would put it from 
me : bat if it Were & Reuelation of his, he Yould 
be tleaſed to manife). it, And for to obt ain this 
grace of his dinine «Maieſty 4 encreaſed my faſt 
inz.An other night there appeared unto me the ſa» 
me yourgmei in the ſame manner as before. And 
the third time When 1'vas full 4 Wake (for much 
faſting kad dituen avay all ſleepe) they appeared 
wnto me azain , and betwe:n them & third ve« 
herable Perſonage, that in countenance reſembled 
much Saint Paul, Whoſe pifture 1 bad, and they 
remainins ſilent, he fpoke thus vnto me. Thele 
men following my counſel andaduice made 
no account ot the riches, poſſeſſhons and goods 
of the earch, but imitated our Lerd IcfusChriſt: 
and in the midle of this city of Milan perſe- 
uered ten yeares continually in the ſeruice of 
God, with ſogreat feruor that they deſerued 
to haue the ctown of Martyrdom. Their Bodi- 
esreſt in the very place where you are. Dig the 
earth twelue foot deep, and there ſhall you 


Rr as is related in the Roman Martyrolo- 


finda cheſt locked "Ps and in it theix Bodies : 
EIN take 


Gint Marcus and S. Marcelianus, Brothers and Martyrs. 410 


Pr———— 
I9, 
Ivxe, 


411 Saint Geruaſius, and Saint Protaſius,Brothers, Martyr, 
wifory is the gift of the true God of beans, - 


en— . take them vp, and place them in an eminent 


I'9. 


and honorable place ; and build a Church in 


IVNE, the Name and honor of theſe Saints. eAnd 


Xben F inquired their Names, be tld me: vnder 
their heads you shall finda paper,wherein is 
writen a relationof them , and the beginning 
andend of their life. Ferewupon F aſiembled all 
the neighbouring Bish»ps,my Brethren,andgaue 
them an account of What I hail ſeen : and myſelf 
taking the ſpade, began firſt to deg the earth , and 
they ſucceſſuuely following me, we came at lenzth 
to the cheſt , Wit the Apoſile promiſed ve +hould 
fond : Ye openedit, andthe holy Bodies appeared 
as free from corruption , as if they had bin nevly 
laid in the place, their blood freth , and linely- 
colored, breathing forth 4 moſt gratefull andogo- 
riferous ſauour : and in & paper Which Was vader 
their heads ve found writen as follyYeth:;1 Philip, 
ſeruant of Icſus, together with my ſon, ſecret]y 
ſtole away the Bodies of theſe Saints, and bu- 
ried them in ty.houſe. Their Mothers Name 
was Taleria, and their Fathers Vitalzs : they 
were twins born at one birth, and named 
Geruaſins, and Protaſius. When their Parents, 
S.Vitalis Martyr,and S.Ualcria,were deadwi- 
thout making any will.they ſucceeding in the 
inheritance ſold their houſe, wherein they had 
bin born and bred, and the reſt of their lands 
and meanes, and diſtributed the price thereof 
among the poore, and intranchiſed their ſlaues 


| and bondmen : then ſhutting themſclues vp 


in 4 chamber , the better to attend to prayer 
and reading , they remained there ten yeares, 
wholy imploied and taken vp in the ſeruice 
of God: and in the eleventh yeare they were 
made worthy of the crown of Martyrdom.At 
this time there was ſent to wage y ar againſt 


the eMariomann,'certain people of Morauna, | 


a Countand General for the Emperor,whoſe 
Nate Was e#fſiaſins, And as he was going 
ypon this expeciticn, he was met by the Pri» 
elts of the Temples , who ſaid vnto bim : if 
Hou defire to conquer and ſubiue your enemies: 
You mul f1ſ6 compell Geruaſius and Protafins, 
Who are Chriſtians , to offer ſacrifice wnto the 
z41mortall Gods, Who are incenſed with ſuch an- 
ger , for that theſe reſuſe to do them the homage 
and Yorsbip that is due wnto them, that they 
WH not anſYer to any demandor queſtion Which 
is made them; and do refuſe thoje Yonted {anos 
of giuing oracles ,Wwberety they obliged all man- 
ner of people, Aſtafius ſent out order that the 
Saints ſhculd be ſought for, apprehended,and 
brought before him. When boy were come, 
he defired them to gize him that ſatisfation, 
and to cblige bim ty ſacrifizins wnto the Gods, 
that they might make proſperous his expedition, 
ani the var might ſucceed tobis defire : and his 
wiffory , Which be hoped to obtain , be renowned 
With monuments ani Yortby memorials throug| 

out the dommiong of the Roman Empire. Saint 

Geruaiius made anſwer-vnto him : Aftaſins, 


| 


and from him are you to expe it : mt from 1g 
theſe vain ſtatues and dumb itolls , whum yy If 
\ 


take to be Gods : Which hawe eyes but can at ſee 
eares,and brare nothing , noſirills , but t no 
ſmell, a mouth Which-neaer ſpoke : baue bang; 
vithout feeling, feet but no puYer to Yalk, int 
in 4 Yord haue no foule , hife , or breath, 4. 
{taſius was aboue meaſure tranſported with 
anger and impatience for the liberty th, 
Saint vſed in ſpeaking vnto him : and con, 
, manded him to be cruelly ſcourged , and 
then beaten with pluo-met-ſtaves vntill li 
forſook his body ; and in this torment the 
Bleſſed Martyr gaue vp his ſoule vnto our 
Lord. /Then commanding his Body to beta. 
ken out of the way, he calls for Protafivs, and 
ſaid vnto him : vafortunate *and mie 
Wretch look to thy ſelf , and be not 4 foole like 
thy Brother.Saint Protafius an{wered : Yb ir 
the more miſerable of vs two, you Who are afrai 
of me , or T , who do. ſtatid in no feare in the 
WYorld of you? for what faith Aftalius , hug1d 
I feare thee, 4 poore, vile , and aeſpicablefelivi 
and the Saint replyed : if you did not feare me, 
you Would nener preſs meſo much to offer ſagi« 
fice, and apprebend that its taſe  refuſeto doit, 
ſome great aiſafter vill bef all you : but beras[r 1 
feare you not, therefore do T ſlight all your the 
ats and menaces ; and make no more account of 
your Gods, then T do of dirt and orture, and 
adore that only God , Who raigneth in beauen, 
Aſtafivs fretting and fuming for this courage 
ous anſwer,bad them beat and bruiſe his body 
with knotted cudgells : and whenthe holy 
Martyr had endured it tor ſore while, maker 
them giue over , and ſais vnto him : Protafiar 
why Wilt thou be ſoproud and ſtutborn : ff 
thou deſire to perish miſerably , as thy Brathe 
Geruaje has don? The moſt blefled Martyr ats 
ſwered him calmy and mildly : 1 am not angy 
with you, Aſtaſins , becauſe Þ ſee the blininesof 
your hart hich vill wot permit 30u 10 vnderftand 
things that belong unto God, 1 bawebin taught 
ly my Lord Tejus Chriſt , who opened not but 
mouth to complain of thoſe who crucified him jt 
opened it for to pray to bis Father to parcel 
them, becauſe they knew not what they d1d.Jms 
tating this example , Count «Aſi alins , 1 but 
great compaſſion of you , becauſe y0u litle kaiv 
What harm 30u do yourjelf. W berefore fiaiih 
What you bane begun ; that together With #f 
Brother. Geruaſe I may ſpeedily come to ag 
the bounty andiiberality of my Lord TeſusChrifh 
The count cauſed him out of hand to be bet» 
aded. And ] Philip ſcruant of leſus Chil 
with my ſon , ſecterly inthe night-time took 
away the Bodies of theſe holy Brothers, 
brought them to my houſe. And God alobs 
being our witneſs , we put them into4che 
of ſtone : which cheſt I buricd ip this pla, 


| - hoping by the interceſſion of thele Saints 0 


obſall 
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and mercy of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, who 
toperher with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 


| lives and Raignes world without end. 


Htherto are the words of the epiſtle which 
cint Ambroſe writ vnto his Brethren , the 
piſtops of Italy. And the ſame Saint in an 
"ther letter vnto his Sifter , ſaith that the 
Bodies of theſe holy Saints , which he had 
Qued , were very big and of an extraordinary 
ature, and that when they were tranſlated, 
and cartied into the Church called «Ambro/e- 
qn8they cured 2 blind man. He ſent lkewiſe 
vato bis iter two ſermons whieh he preach- 
ed it Milan : wherein he recounts 2 great 
amber of miracles which God wroght by 
teinterceſſion of theſe Saints : and he repre- 
tends the Arians for their incredulity whom 
he ſhewes to be more obſlinate then the very 
tivells , who went foith of mens bodies , bee 
0 driven thence by veitue of the Saints Re- 
lIcks,and confeſſed that they could not abide 
in their preſence , for that they tormented 
them. Saint Auguſtin happened to be then at 


Milan; when the Bodies of theſe glorious 
Martyrs were diſcovered , and in his books 


De Civitate Dei be maketh tnention ofa blind 


-narzthat by their Relicks recovered his fight, 


Andin his Confeſhons he obſerues that our 
Lord wrought theſe miracles for torepreſs the 
fury of luſtina, the Mother of the young Em- 

ror Valentinian , who being an Arian he- 
retick , in fauor of that wicked ſe&, did cru- 
elly perfecute Saint Ambroſe , and intended 
to baniſh him from his Church of Milan. Saint 
Auguſtin ſpeaking of this matter hath theſe 
words. Thor 414 then declare by wifton to thy 


Bicbop in 1 bat place the Bogdres of thy holy | 
bay Brobop p j called Na$ar/43 and Celſus : and that they 


Martyrs Geruaſius and Protafins did ly bid: 
which 1hou ba?ſt preſermed incorrupt for the ſpas 
i of ſo many years in thy [ecret treaſure houſe , 
that wfterwardss thou mightſt bring them to 
bebt , and repreſs thereby the rage of that perſe- 
ator , 4 Voman indeed, but withall the Mother 
of an Emperor. For When theſe bodies, being iſe 
agtred and taken vp,were tranſlated with duc 
bozr to the Chnorch c Ambroftana, not only they 


tho vere wvexed by wnclean ſpirits (*by the con- 


ſeſſions of the di wells themſelues ) Were cured, bat 
acentain inhabitant 0 f the city, generally known 
th bane biz blind many years , who asking, and 
teing told the reaſon ,v/.y the people was in ſuch 
4 tamultuour kind of ioy , leaped forward , and 
#fned bis guid to lead him thither 1, and being 
arduFed , be obtained liberty to toweh the beare 
vith bis ban akerchief. Pretious in thy fight is the 
ath of thy Saints. As ſoon as be toucht it , 
ad applied the bandkerchief to bis eyes , be in- 
fanth recowered ftzbt. Herenpon the fame Was 
Iread; berewpon thy prayſes were publiched,and 


I%lamed to the World ; and bereupon the mind | 


if that enemy , though it cond not be induced 
tothe hight of faith, yet was it ſtaid from the fury 


| peth their feaſt. 


cint Geruaſius, and S.Protaſius,Brothers, and Martyrs, q1z 


| of perſecution, Thele are $, Avguſtins words. 


And' Saint Gregory of Tours writes that he 
had heard that at the tranſlation of the holy 
Bodies, whilſt they were ſinging Mals in the 
Church, there fell a bord froma high place 
vpon the heads of the Saints : and by reaſon 
of that blow, there iſſued from the atorfaid 
heads freſh blood in that plenty,that it waſh» 
cd and bathed alithe linnen cloths, whichthe 
Bodies were wrapt in; beſides a great quan- 
tity of it that was gathered vp : which ſerued 
to enrich many Churches through out ltal 

and France : and that Saint Maitin had 7rd 
his ſhare 4 great quantity of this facred treaſu- 
re, as writeth Saint Paulinus in one of his epi» 
ſtles. This is recounted by that graue Author, 
S. Gregoay , who ſaith that he writ it; becati» 
le that particular had not bin ſet down in the 
ſtory of their life. It is alſo certain that one 
Teſtiana , 4 very nouble Lady, built them 3 
Chutch at Rome , which was conſecrated by 
Pape Innocent the fiſt ; and Saint Gregory 
the Great maketh mention of it. Saint Gau« 
dentius alſo , Biſhop of Breſcia , and Saitit 
Paulinus, Biſhop ot Nola, built Churches 4n 
their honor, and placcd in them part of their 
Relicks: and Saint Auguſtin affirtns that ſottic 
of their ſacred Relicks were caried euch into 
Africa. Their Martyrdom was on the ninti- 
enth of Iune, on which day the Churth ket« 


It is to be obſerued that Metaphraſtes in 
the live, which he bath writen of thefe 
Saints , ſaith that the Iudge who put therh tv 
death , was called Arivlinus ; and that they 
were ten years priſoners at Milan , and that 
there were martyred with then tyb 6thets, 


ſuffered in the time ofthe Emperor Nero;But 
nothing of this is contained in Sairit Ambro- 
ſe his letter : bit on the contrary ; thenee 
we way gather that their Martyrdotis hap« 
pened in the Raigne of Marcus Antonines 
and Lucius verus, vader whom was thewar 
with the Marcomanni, in the fourth year of 
their Empire,as Cardinal Baronius obſetueth 


in bis Annotations vpon the Roman Mattys 


rologe, 


— 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT SILVER, 
| Pope and Martyr. 


HE holy Pope Agapitus having ta / 
| ken 2 journey to Conſtantinople and 


baving bin there received and enter- 
tained with great powp and ſolemnity, by the 
Emperor Tuſtinian : when he bad happily diſ- 
patcht all the affaires he cawe thither for. and 
depoſed Anthimus from the Patriarchal dig- 
nity of Conſtantinople, for being tainted with 
the Eutychian herchic ; and put in bis place 
Menas ,a Catholick and good man : when 
be was preparing to return home to Rowe, it 
pleaſed God to call him voto himſelf , for to 
- £ive him the reward cf his picus labors. 
In whoſe place 'was choſen at Rome Saint 
 Silverivs, born in the Province of Campania, 
fon of Saint Hormiſdas ,who firſt had bin 4 
married man in the world, and afterwards 
was made Pope. Saint Siluerius is honored 
and acknowledged by the holy Church for a 
truce Martyr. The cauſe of his Martyrdom was 
as followcth, Iuſtinian the Emperor was yet 
a Catholick Prince , but Theodora the Em- 
reſs was an herctick, and had ſo gained her 
Fucbands afteQtion that ſhe bad all the power 
and ſway and was more rcſolut in her com» 
mands then the Emperor himſelf, Wherefore 
although Juſtinian bad wade a proclamation 
for the baniſhing of hereticks , and had made 
other ſevere laws againſt them ; Theodoia 
Rill found ſome demur for the putting them in 
execution : and ceaſed not to encourage and 
abett the hereticks , that they might dayly 
grow ſtronger and more numerous ; and be 
able to make head againſt the Catbolicks,and 
diſturb the peace of Gods Church. Beſides ſhe 
laboured with all might and main to hauc 
Anthimvs , the head of that ſe& and faion 
xeſtored to the Patriarchal Sea of Conſtanti- 
nople ( from which he had bin depoſed and 
thruſt out by Pope Agapitus) and this by the 
very authority of SaintAgapitus his ſucceſſor, 
Silverius Pope. Theodora was much furthered 
in this deſignmenr by Vigilius, Deacon ofthe 
Church of Rome, who burning with ambiti- 
on , and blinded with a deſire of obtaining 
the ſouerain and higheſt dignity , promiſed 
Theodora , if ſhe would advance him to the 
Popeiicm, to give her all content , torcſtore 
 Antbinus to his ſcat , and to humour her in 
| 3lt her pretenſions and defires. Belilazius that 


| ſtinian woſt fherce an 


Saint Siluerius , Pope and Martyr, 


famous and moſt renowned Genera] War 
that time inltaly waging for the Emperor I 
$I cracl] war againſ 
the Goths, This ſeemed to the Emprelz 
be the beſt occaſion ſhe could euer w 
re, For by Bclifarius his power ſhe = 
ght ſhe might command or torbid, ang iſp, 
of all things in Italy as ſbe pleaſed hr ar 
any reſiſtance or controlement, 

By Vigilius therefore ſhe writ to Beliſariu 
to moue Siluerius Pope to © condeſcend ty 
what was demanded by thole letters , to yi 
to cancell and reuoke the ſentence of Apapi, 
tus againſt Aothimvs, and make 4 decree jy 
bis reſtauration & the chair of Conſtanting. 
ple , and the inſtating cf him in his former 
prerogatiues and dignities : and in caſe he 
could not be induced thereunto neither 
prayers and intreaties nor by threats andme. 
paces : that then he ſhould depole him , and 
confer that higheſt honor and lupremponer 
vpon Vigilius, who was the chictauthor and 
incitor to thes ſtirrs, Beliſarius propoſed to 
Saint Siluerius the Empreſſes will abd plex 
ſure: and he nothing moued or danted the: 
reat , anſwered very conſtantly and coungi. 
ouſly that he yas rearh to forgo met only the bighs 
eſt greatnes of that office , but exen life itjelf, 
rather then to diſannull Yhat badbin miſt bi 
haly atJed and ordained ty bis Phedeceſſor Sain) 
eAgapitus ; ad to reſiore an impenitent bac 
dick to #n Buleſiaſticall dignity , of which kebal 
bin moſt deſernely diſcaraed. Beliſatius ſeing 
how litle he was like to preyail vponthe vn- 
conquered mind of the Pope , by fear atdter- 
ror ; and being wholy taken vp with other 
carcs about his war, lett to his wife Antonina 
the charge of putting the cemmmandsof the 
Empreſs in execution.And ſhe for to diſpatch 
the buſines, wanted not mweanes to ſuborn 
falſe witneſſes, and conttive counterfait kt 
ters, as written by Silvers ynto the Goths 
whercin he promiſed them, if they webldme 
ke their approches to Rome, for to delivet 
both the city , and the Emperors General, 
Beliſarius into their hands. When they had 

ot this colour and pretence, Bcliſarius aod 
bis wife ſent for Saint Siluerius , as if thc) 
were to conſer with him of matters of great 
concern, And as he came , all his attendance 
ſave only his deacon Vigilius , were ſtoptat 
the Palace dore. Entring the reome he found 
Antonina in bed , and Belifarius f{anding by 
the beds-hcad. And preſently the ſooliſhand 
impudent woman breaks out into clamo!s 
and exclamations againſt Siluerivs, a: 4## 
tor, that Yould haue jola ana deltwered them ald 
their enemies hands, and this without 079 (af 
or reaſon, they neuer hauing «ffered him theleg 
occaſion of any wnkingnes. Hielc ntly vpn thi 
the moſt venerable Prelat bad his facredporr 


| tifical Robes rifled and pluct off his Gs = 


EXE PESESS*5Syr52 > 4 SS SY EE LEE SS LY, > - © © WY br or eo” ow EE TY EEO CNY 


| yhcre, 


te dladin 3 Monks weed, was with a ſtrong 
1 harried away into the land Poncia : 
n though extremly afflifted with po- 
want of neceſſarics and diſtreſs , he 
yſembled together ſome Biſhops : and or- 
wined certain very important things for 
he conſeruation of the Catholick faith and 
reformation of manners. And writ a let- 
i to Amator Biſbop , recorded by Grati- 
1n, and Anaſtaſius Bibliothecarius ( though 
ome do take it to be apocryphal) and an 
ather tO Vigilius , wherein as Chriſts truc 
licar, he excommunicats him ,and all that 
adhered vntO him , and owned him to be 
Pope, It cauſed great diſturbance and ſcandal 
tRome,and through out the whol Catholick 
Church, that the common Father and Paſtor 
hould be fo vaworthily treated and miſuſed 
in the Raign of a Chriſtian Emperor , that 
kd ſhown himſelf ſo zealous tor the Catho- 
ickfaith :and that Vigilius,a moſt yofit and 
myornby man,by ſlight and intruſion ſhould 
te aduanced to the ſeat of higheſt greataes, 
honor and dignity. But what remedy ? reaſon 
wa; then born down by violence ; and inno- 
ency opprefled by wickednes ; which grew 
to that height , that even in that iland the 
emjes of God gaue nct ouer perſccuting 
bleſſed Pope , vntill by continuall aflicti- 
oaand diſtreſs be was bereaucd of life. but our 
brdhonored him with many miracles,and the 
Church , as we ſaid , eſtcemes and reuerences 
hn asa Martyr, for that he ſuffcred for iuſti- 
and yerity. In this manner it is ſaid that 
Faint Siluerius dyed : but Liberatus Deacon , 
20 Author that liucd in thoſe times, writeth 
that he was baniſhed 1nto Patara, 4 city of 
Lycia : and at the requeſt of the Biſhops of 


that countrey , Iuſtinian gaue order that he | 


ſhould be carried back to Rome : but his enc- 
mies brought him into Palmaria, which is an 
land nere ynto Poncia, and there violently 
(tained him, vatill for miſcry and want he 
pined away. | 
I ſeemes to be a very ſtrange and lamen. 
able thing , that God ſhould permit his vice- 
&rent , yniuerſall Paſtor and. Prince of his 
Church,to be thus perſecuted , and caſt out of 
5 [cat ,and to a ſo many miſcries and 
even death : and this by the doings of two 
wpudent and haughty women.But we are to 
Keverence and adore his laced and ſecret iud- 
&and to vnderſtand that be permits this 
fulcandgbominable a fa&,for to make Sil- 
KI82 preat Saint,and propoſc him to be ho- 
toredasa Martyr , and for tocrown him with 
glory: cuen as he permitted his great 
Fworit and Precurſor, S. Iohn Baptiſt his Lead 
tbe cut off, and giuea to a dancing cour- 
a, a8 the price and recompence ot a light 
bY . that had giuen ſome content and ſatis- 
ig to Herod. And alſo to teach vs what 


Saint Siſuerius, Pope and Martyr. 


tumults and garboils hereſfic doth ordinarily 


when it hath ſeized vpoa perſons that :are in 


authority and power;and that therefore every IyN 2! 


Chriſtian ought to have a horror and deteſta« 
tion of it : and to ſuffer any trouble and tor- 
ment rather then toconſent co any valayfull 
act, or haye communication with an heretick; 
eſpecially if he be by name declared and con- 
demned by the Church: Our Lord alſo would 
teach vs what 2 heauy revenge and horrible 
puniſhment they dodeſerue that ſhew irreue- 
rence and diſreſpett to his Vicar,and preſume 
to lay hands vpon the anointed of our Lord. 
For as ſoon as Saint Siluerius was miſuſed and 
made priſoner , Heauen and earth tremed to 
conſpire againſt the Roman Empire, The 
Huns a fierce and barbarous people, wageda 
crucl! and feartull war againſt Iultinzan of the 
one fide of the Eaſt: and the Perfiansaflaylt» 
ed him as fuciouſly on the other. Italy was 
brought to ſuch ſtraights with a great famin, 
that divers mothers deuoured their owne 
children. The Goths made themſelues maſters 
again of Rome , God reuenging by their meae 
nes what had bin moſt vniuſtly ated in that 
city againſt the ſouerain Biſhop and Paſtor 
of the Church, 4nd Bclifarius, who in ſeueral 
Prouinces and divers wars had {o renowned 
himſelf by his proweſs and worthy feats, that 
he was eſtecmed to be one of the moſt famous 
warriers that had bin in the world, after this 
fat loſt his courage , valor, and his Princes 
fauor, and fell into that fad diſgrace, that be- 
ing deprived of all his meanics honor and digs 
nity , he had his eyes plucked out of his a. 3 
by the Emperors command , and like 4poore 
filly begger, asked an almes in the ſtreets of 
of the people that paſled by : as ſome Authors 
do rite : though others do fay that he was 
only degraded of all honor and preferment, 
and had his mcanes confiſcated. but tothe end 
we nay all praiſe our Loid for the Prouiden» 
ce,wherewith he doth continually defend, go« 
ucrn, and aſſiſt kis Church: it is no leſs to be 
obſerued, that Vigilius alter the death ofSaige 
Siluerius , of his owne accord gaue over the 
office, and depoled himic}t from that Apoſto» 
licall diggity which he bad climed vato by 
violence and intruſion : yet afterwards was 
choſen legally by the Rowan clergie : and 
then being true Pope, and ſeatcd by Gods 
appointment in the holy chair and Throne, 
he would by no meanes do what before he 
had promiſed the Empreſs, nor reſtore Anthi« 
mus to the Biſhoprick of Conſtantinople, 
nor abſolue him that had bin condemned for 
an heretick by two of his Predeceflors : lay« 
ing that it could not be don Wathout great pree 
indice to bis conſcience: and therefore be Would 
newer be induced wnto it , though be vere t0 looſe 
both dignity and life, «And which is yet more, 
M m mm he 


2 n— 


414 


raiſe, and how violent and fyriousa thingitis, ——— 


T 


mm=—— Theodora, who not long after the excommyu- 


20, 


he excommunicated the aforeſaid Empreſs 


nication, had a moſt pitytull end, and whereas 


Ivxe, Ivſtinjan had bin a Catholick and glorious 


Prince ; for medling more then becaine him, 
in things belonging to the Church, and ta- 
king vpon him'to command and order the- 
rcin as he pleaſed , and ſuffering himſelf to be 
gouerned by his wite , fell at lait into the he- 
rcfie of the Monothelits; and ſhametully obſ. 
cured his former 'glory and renown. Saint 
Siluerius was Pope ſcuenteen months , as the 
Roman Breuiaty and divers Authors do affirm, 
who do meaſure his time perhaps from the 
day he was ele&ed Pope, vntill he was depo- 
fed by wicked men,and ſent into baniſhment; 
but if we reckon it ynto his death , as in all 
reaſon we ought to do ; it appeares by his 
Epiſtle to Vigilius , that he gouerned the 
Church at the leaſt three years ; and Cardinal 
Baronhius ſctteth it down fo. He gaue holy 
orders once, when'he made fourtcen Prieſts, 
and 'conſecrated nineteen Biſhops, The 
Church keeps his feaſt on the ſame day on 
whichhe dyed, which was the twenty of Iu- 
ne, in' the yeare of our Lord five hundred and 
fourty, 
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| Bighop of Nola , and Confeſſor. 


Saint Siluerius , Pope and Martyr. 


whichhe ſent him, in the prailt of the By... 
ror Theodoſius,extolls it highly, and rug 


him to the ſtudy of holy Scripture, that igin, 


ing that ſcience to his rare talents, he ma 


| come to ſurpaſs all other Ecclefiaſticall y;;. 


ters in the neatnes , purity , and ſweet 

his ſtile. Thus he f Urn, hzodofius yes 
in teing defended ty ſuch an orator of Gin 
You hane ginen Inſter to bis Princely Ruler 
and you baue conſecrated the profitablenes of by 
laws to ſucceeding azer. Proceed on in wety, 
You who hane laid jo good fundations , What 
Kind of ſoldier Will you proue, when you bays 
got experience ? you haut 4 great Wit ,and an 
wnſpeakable ſtore and copioujnes of ſpeech: aul 
nou expreſs yourſelf purely and Yith eaſe; and 
the (ame faiility and purity is ſeaſoned vith 
prudence : for the bead being ſound, all the ſenſe 
are in vigor. Saint Pavulinus was marned to 
Terafſia, a Lady of quality. He was once Con- 
ſul and Gouernor of the city of Rome :and 
drew vnto him , the eyes of all-men tor his 
nobility, wealth, and dignity ; but principally 
for other moſt rare endowments, hisexcellent 
modeſty , and irreprehenfible converſation, 

He never had ifſue : and liued with hisvertys 

ous conſort, as a Brother with his fiſter, by 

mutuall conſent renouncing ali carnal plez- 

fure,and attending todeuotion, recollettlot, 

and prayer: for that they reſolued to conſecrat 

themſe!ues wholly vato Almighty God, When 

this reſolution was taken , Saint Paulinus 


went into Spain,and reſided ſometime at Bar- 


| celona; where tor the great importunitie of 


THE LIFE OF SAINT PAVLINYS, 


al lthe people he was ordained Prieſt, though 


wuch againſt his inclination, by the Biſhop 


; Lampivus : for his defire was , out of his great 


? thered out of his owne wri- 
3 ings ,and out of the books of 

tl. Saint Ambroſe , Saint Ierome 
Sint Avpuſtin , and Saint Gregory, all Doc- 
tots ofthe Church : alſo Vranius , that was 
preſet at his deceaſe, and Severus Sulpitius, 
who lived at the ſame time with him, Saint 
Gregory of Tours, and ſome others,who ha- 
ue written of him, S. Paulinus waya French 
wat by birth , of Burdoes, 4 city of Gaſcony. 
His Parents were Romans of noble cextrafti- 
6H, and very rich , who left their ſon a fair 
mberitance, and very large and ample pofle- 
Mons.In his childhood he applyed himſelf very 
diligently ro the ſtudy of humanity , wherein 
he Rad for Maſter Auſonius Gallus, 4 good 


—_— 


y Paulinus, Biſhop of Nola,is ga- | 


Poet , and much eſteemed in thoſe days. He 
had fuch a guift of eloquence , his language 
ſo quaint anddelightſull , his diſcours ſo cloſe 
and yell knit together , and ſo enterlaced 
with admirable and choice ſentences , that 


Saint Ierom hauipg read one of his orations 


humility, ro haue ſerued the Church inthe 
degree and office of Sacriſtan , as himſelf ri 
tes, yet ſubmitted hialelf to the burden of 
Prieſthood , vnderſtanding that it was God 
will ad pleaſure. After 4 while he came ito 
Italy with Teraſia, now his good fiſter, and 
paſſing by Milan , communicated his dehres 
with Saint Ambroſe : and by his admonitions 
and counſel was much confirmed in his holy 
refolution , and inflamed with' the lone 
God. Then went on to Rome , where he 3s 
much viſited atid honored by the good ,and 
ho leſs murmured at and perſecuted by thoſe 
who could not endure fo great ſapRity and 
perfe&10n. And becauſe he always borei 
fingular devotion to Saint Felix of Nola, 
Martyr (vnto whom, in # certain poem 


if his praiſe, he offers himſelf perpetwally is 
| ferne bim in ſweeptng bis Church , watching # 
' the dore all night © and to ſpend therein the! 


of bis aays in ſuch like bumble and holy exeril) 
he took arctolutioh withthe confentof Te: 
raha to ſell all his lands and poſſeſſhons ;a 

with the price thercot to build a Church in 


| honor of this glorious Martyr at Fundi "4s 


ant of it to diſtribute amongſt the 
e: whilſt they themſclues in the meane 


1.:n 3 tar MOTE POOTc and abiet condi 
novo to \ world, lodged in {cue 
nl and diſtin& habitations , in a Religious 
veed, 1n 3 keld not far from the city of Nola. 
\ndthis manner of life they followed with ſo 


noch Fe 
| ah « . 

F Chriſt, who being King ofglory, empo- 
#riſhed himſelf for to inrich vs, that they 
temed to beAngells veſted with mortal fle ſh, 


int Paylinus conſulted with Saint Ietom by | 


tters , who Was Very aged, and liucd at Be- 


hicem:what Were beſt tor him to do, whether | 
ie ſhould go to Teruſalem, for to viſit, and 


aioy the comfort of the boly places. And 
te anſwered hum : 220 : for that in Tera/alem 
terevas too great A n:0iſe . and concours of peo 
-but bat be 8howd av ell in ſome litle retired 
mutt, out of the city , as kecoms & (olitary per- 
la ,ſfeing be hag laid the price of bts poſieſſtuns 
#the apoſtles feet , thereby teaching that mony 
yar to be trodext under foot , that Jo Liuing in 
nility and ſectecy , be might continue to gee 
fiſe that which be had once deſpiſed, He prefcri- 
» himalſo 3 Rule and order which he is to 
'old, for to becom 4 perfett Religious man, 
Mulous and Teraſta lived a pretty while nere 


I fola,yponalmes, without being diſcouered or 


known. But when people came to vnderſtand 
pho they were , what they bad don, it cauſed 
afatige admiration at Rome , in ltaly; and 
ll the workd oger. For Paulinus being fo fa- 
nous and iltuſtrious a man for birth, wealth, 
benity honor , and learning ; and at the very 
ime when be made this change, being in the 
vrſking prime of his age , abounding with 
{lbatural endowments and guifts of fortune: 


vſce him now in ſo different a condition, | 


pore, abie, and grown horrid with rigor of 
knnance : Vato which be had brought him- 
tltby caſting away that plenty of cttate and 
Ionor, wherein he had bio bred, and which 
witmen do with all erneſtnes ſeek and hunt 
iter :this, I fay , wrought differently vpon 
i winds of men. To the children of this 
forld, that could not behold with paticnce: 
hexcefſine feruor of vertue , he ſeemed to 
nad : but by the ſervants of God he was 
lhhly reverenced and honored as A Saint, 
rare example Saint Ambroſe admiring 
beaketh thus. Palins, for his nobility infert- 
"0 10nt , bawitig ſold his one and his wines 
tte and meanes, that they had in the Prouince 
uquitan , is become 4 Relivious man, and 
b diſtibuted the price of bis goods among the 


Me: abd bimſelf nlſo of 4 moſt welthy man be- | 


ming ore, and free from & moſt comber/ſon 
itn hath left his 1 , tonntrey and frends, 
be better to attend ts the ſeruice of God. And 
0 thi leafon bath choſen & ſolitary place nere 


teion , and ſo feruent a defire of 
od, and imitating the poyerty of 


1 


) 


þ 


Saint Paulinus , Bizhop and Confeſſor. 


| to theuity of Nola, ont of the noiſe and tumgit 


of the world, there to line in quict andtrangui- 
ity, What Will the Lords and great zentlemen 
Joy tot'is example? bow Will they fume andfret, 
and [ay Yith inmgnation, that it is a thing not 
to be {uftered; thata perſon of that blood and 
tamily,of ſo great a wit and eloquence, ſhould 
withdraw himſelf from the Scnat ; and extin- 
guiſh the ſucceſſion of that noble and ancient 
line. And Whereas they them(elues do shaue their 
heads and eye-browves for to be admitted to the 
Yorship of the falſe Godeſs 1fis: if 4 Chriſtian, 
more perfeftly to oblige himjeif vnto the ſernice 
of the true God, doth alter his habit , they indge 
it to be & great crime and folly. Truly I am 
much greeued and offi: Hed to ſee What diligence 
and care is wſed in furthering @ ly : and how ne« 
ghgent and remiſs We arein upholding and main= 
1azntyg truth. Thus writeth Saint Afnbroſe of 
the adtwirablc change.which God wrovght in 
Paulinus. And not only Saint »Ambrote , but 
divers other great and worthy Perſonages of 
that time , delized to be very particularly ac- 
quainted with him ; moued thereunto by this 
{o rare avdadmirable eonuerhon, Saint Anas 
ſaſtus Pope, as ſoon as he was placed in S. 
Peters chair , writ vato the Biſhops of Cam» 
pania, where Saint Pau'inus liucd retiredly , 
to make 4 great account and eſteem of him:and 
himfelf, whca Saint Paulinus came to Rome 
for to viſit and teuerence the Bodies of the 
Pritces of the «Apoſtles , Saint Peter and S. 
Paul , entertained him with excraotfdinary 
kindnes, reverence and honor. The Biſhops 
of Italy: ypon! the receit of his Holineſs his 
letter went to viſit him : the Biſhops of Africa 
lent a ſolemn embaſly for to honor him: and 
Saint Auguſtin, who had a molt ſpecial affe- 
tion for bim, writ vato him divers letters; 
and dedicated vnto him his book De car@pro 
mort us age#4 : and detired him to come znto 
Africa , y the comfort an1 conſolation of all the 
Prelats of Africa,woo longed much toſee him,He 
hid himjeif, and God brought him to light. He 
fled trom honors and the applauſe otmen:and 
honor , as the ſhadow doth the body , fill 
followed him. He became poore for Chrilt, 
and Chriſt enrichedhim with his treaſure and 
heauenly gifts ; and adorned his pure ſoule 
with all ſorts of vertues. But although Saint 
Paulinus was fo poote, yet was he tofull of 
pity and charity, that no body cuer asked him 
an almes , but he was ready to part with all 
that he had, or euen more then he had. a po 
ore man once begged of him ſome reliet : and 
the Saint bad Terafia give him ſomething. She 
anſwered that there was but one lofe of bread 
left in the houſe : giue bim that then ſaith Saint 
Paulinus , 4nd God will prowde for 1/5, But ſhe 
notwithſtanding gave it not , for feare the 
Blefſed man might come to want. And in time 
of diner there came in ſome matiners who 
Minmmm 2 told 
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. told him they had brought him ſome boats laden | 


with corn and Wine : but came ſo late by reaſon 
of 4 miſchance that happened to one of their v0- 
ats that wor ſunk, Terafia was preſent, and 
the Saint turning to her, ſaid :y0# ſee /iſter,thas 
for your refuſing to part with one lofe, our Lord 
hath deprived wvs of 4 whal weſjel laden With 
Wheat. 
It happened that the Biſhop of Nola dying, 
and the fame of Saint Paulinus being ſpred 
ouer all the countrey (tor he was vaiverlally 
honored and reverenced fora great Saint) he 
was forced to accept of that charge : and ſuc- 
cced in the Biſhoprick of Nola , which was 
then the chicfand richeſt of all the Province. 
Saint Paulinus did ſo .cxerciſe that Paſtoral 
funQion, that although his former vyertues did 
blaze out cleare and radiant beames,yet were 
they as mich overcome by the luſter of his 
ations in this new and ſublime ſtate, as the 
brightnes of the cleareſt ſtars 1s obſcured by 
the ſun at noon day. He regarded not to be 
honored as a Biſhop , but to be loued as a Fa-' 
ther, He comforted the. aflited , raiſed vp 
thoſe that wer fallen, animated and encoura» 
ed the puſillamous: belped ſome with coun- 
fel, others with almes ,all with his prayers, 
None came from hlm but well ſatisfied and 
contented, He was exceedingly pitifull, cha- 
ritable , humble , affable , and ſweet: and he 
edified all as well by his exemplar life as by his 
heaucnly do&rin, The Emperor Honorius ha- 
uing defiredthat 4 Council ſhould meet about 
certain affairs that concerned the peace ofthe 


' Church, writ ypon that occahion particularly 


to this holy Biſhop , to be preſent at'it: and 
for that he was then fick and could not come, 
he writ the ſecond letter, wherein he ſignified 
vnto him zbat the councill in expetintion of 
bis comming hai forborn to conclude or deter- 
min any thing ; and earneſtly beſought him 
by all meanes to haſten his comming in 
theſe words. Parttcuiarly, boly Lord , moſt we+ 
aerable father , and true ſeruant of God, I do 
beſeech you that notwithſtanding the pain and 
troutle it is to coſt you 3 you will do this York 
of God, and giuews the comfort of your preſence; 
and that Without any delay you come temmetiatly 
for the comfort of the Synod: and to ſatisfy our 
deſire, and gine vs your bleſjing. Two otherre- 
matkable things happened to Saint Paulinus 


whilſt he was Biſhop ; wherein he gaue a . 


proof of the louc he had of holy pouerty,;and 
a perfe& remonſtrance of his great charity to- 
wards his neighbours. Saint Auguſtin relates 
the onc, and Saint Gregory Pope the other : 
and we will ſet them both dowa here, Aſter 
that Alacrius King of the Goths, had taken 
aud ſackt Rome , tollowing on the courſe of 
his victory , be came to the kingdom of Na- 
ples , deſtroying and beating down citys and 


townes, and rifling and ſpoiling all the pro- 


Saint Paulinus, Bishop and Confeſlor. 


uinces thorough which he paſled.Some of hig 
{o'diers came to Nola, and took the holy Bi. 
(hop Paulinus. Of whoſe captiuity Saint Ay. 


zvſtin ſpeaketh thus. Ozr Pauings , Biskop ml 


Nota, Yho of 2 moſt rich man voluntarily jeg. 
me very poore, and Was of 4 mo#F eminent ſans 
ity : being taken priſoner by the baikgtian, 
Wyer they jackt Nola , prayed thus 1 Th 
Lord, as himſelf told ws : Lord, if it be your 
holy pleaſure , perwitt me not to be torment 
ed for gold or filuer.For you know beſt Where 
are all my means and wy treaſur, There ge, 
tainly had Paulinus horded up all his 2004s; 
Where the ſame Lord (Who ſo lonz before warns 
vs of theſe miſeries which were to befall v1) un. 
[elled vs to lay up andſecure out means, Thus 
writeth Saint Auguſtin, who allo addeth thar 
Saint Felix appeared to thoſe of Nela, and 
defended them by his interceſſion, Some years 
after came the wandalls out of Africa, and 
making their incurſfions vpon that part ofthe 
countrey, pillaged and waſted it moſt miſery, 
bly, and carried away captiues,wany citizeng 
of Nola, And he that ſuffered moſt was Pauli. 
nus: for they plundered his houſe andChurch, 
Yet as poore and naked as they left him [they 
could ncuer take from him his pity and com- 
paſſion towards the needy and diſtreſled, For 
whatſocucr he could gather vp in his ruiged 


houſe , he imployed 1t all tor the xelict and 


comfort ofthe poore captiues. At ngth,whea 
all was ſpent , and there remained nothing 
for togiue, $.Gregory Pope laith that a poore 
deſolat widow begged of himan alamcs for to 
redeem her ſon:that was in ſlavery and bonds- 
ge to the king of the wandals ſon in law, The 
Saint told her that he had nothing in the world 
” him more to gine, then his ovn ſelf , and 
that 'sbe sbould take him , and ſell bim to the 
Prince in exchange of her ſon : for he vas mf 
Willing to be mad: 4 bondſtawe in his place.And 
although ehe poore widow laughed atit, a 
at Aieſt, yet the holy Biſhop with his great 
eloquence , gaue her ſo many and ſoſtrong 
realons , that he perſwaded her to accept of 
his offer. They both paſled ouer together into 
Africa : and the woman beſought the Prince 
to releaſe and reſtore vnto ber ber ſon, Which 
when he would not heare of, (he defired # 
leaſt to exchange him for this otber man whin 
the offered ro Jerne in bis place. The Prince (6 
ing him to be a perſonable man of comely ſew 
ture, and being auch taken with the modeſty 
and prauity of his countenance asked himif 
he knew any trade : and the Saint replying #b# 
he bad ſome 5kill in dreſſing and looking ta 8 
garden, the Prince was contented , and reſto» 
ring to the widow her ſon; made Paulipus bes 
come his gardiner. Which he performed with 
{o great care and induſtry: and all things pro 
ſpered ſo well in his hands, that he ſcemedto 


be excellent in that trade : and cuery day pier 
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are in themſelucs , can not exami 
þ exatt weights , nn el amin them and com j . 
-_ &-rht 1.1 a_— them ina juſt | ſeruant ary may _ our Lord gaue this 
þ -oſces them,yet is it fre "S ma vnderſtand- | bridegroom his aran udge. his herauld , the =— 
5. cn: whe tl quent y made blind by | ning ita p ywph., the ſun its mor= 24+ 
on: whereupon we do miſtake moſt r, the light of the world i ff 24 
jy, and "all things by quite oft gro | torch, the king ot he e world its lighted IyNg, 
whe example we ps Aus ontrary names. | Eternal word his v« Bans his harbinger , the | 
«-ricþ,and the 71cÞ poore; th | a2 rethat in truth | ſus Chriſt his bel oice,and infine owLord Ie- 
F ful;,an the foole 2 vil ; a iymey we terme | exceedethall h_ ed ſeruant lohn Baptiſt 
; tobe flow? an ineext thati wg: 1a him y_ ſpeaking © NE commendation: 
, | " : N 04R07+ 1enof id : a7 the chit 
orb be | eras _—— ___ repre- Baje'f —_— e none gr ms Fore 
: nd worthy ofthe —_ —_ Aendnallss in Gooked _ thus writeth S. 
fre Saiot Paul b praiſe, Where- | poſſeth th e aduentage of all : be ſur- 
ad reaſon to fay : e Prophets // 
b | prone - op” 5ar rant wy : that be only | Whoſoener is born wn the Patriarks, and 
$ vhente it Comes hes tar: , and not men: \ rit and excel pax ,falls short is me+ 
and great , who arc ſuch in che 6 truly happy Thls ad arm —— 
| Io oaly deſerve to be light of God : | S. Iohnis hn eng ege and excellency of 
; | ach. whom God dos pale: and | aledro Sam oagi home, Ca en 
t to be held in fo :and | aled to Saint Z cn, and reue- 
d much pos achary, 
: cſtcem , as the praiſe ON mans niteſted by him on - 4 a _ and mas» 
$ them, 1s greater. Becauſe. as Sai Od glues cilion. Joannes eft No y CLnNIS {ons circum= 
* | 6ith,Godis the meaſure and Role ofe uſtin | Newe, which not}, but God mers oo 
* | *laudable and worthy of ce c ofall that | and will haue hich ath given him, 
the Sai : nin . For Tobsn i 
he Saints, God praiſed NN, ep am ro in | much asto fay : oz mts For Tohz is as 
4 Tent when be faid R in the ancient | conſider all that bel at 11 in grace, Andit we 
* | nugf all men 7 baur fonadis bimrbere | all Wecutrfocd& hetand lore of gun 
4 rj, He praiſed Morſe 8s, wh inſt before mine | graces that he may di _, and ſtore of divine 
4 farbfull ſeracnt. He raiſed D; he Riled bis of Grace : which . ms > be ſtiledthe Sow 
*Y him 4 43 according to bis ov aud , calling | A greater portion s andchallengesin hity 
&d 146, ad 0 ne bart. tc praij- | gular þ » then nature. Jt wa 
\T , and gave him that teſt oSular grace to be bur $4 firt= 
. ba 2 mas focere , pright —_— that he | wete paſt the time of 2 of aged Parcats that 
Md and that there as not bis li fearing God: | ther who was nataral reeding ,and of4 Mo- 
, a” the face of the earth, nd lining | dertull grace ; — —_ nas 4wot- 
. I to be found in the old Teſt others are | briel, who wastobri e Archangel Ga» 
for theit rare 1d Teſtament, who } glo I . rinp the tidings tothe cycr 
: erlord: in the Goſpel al ents a ret | ng oth _—— 
vil! haue bin commended b cad of ſome: | Saint Zachary the C ſhould rcueal vntg 
the Eternal d by the mouth of | of Sai / onception and Nativity 
" & word, He faid of of Saint Iohn:and that thi Sh aa; 
that befouwnd of the Centurion, | be gi atthis Reuelation ſh 
nd zot Jo great 4 faith as bi z, | be giucn him ſolemnly | ould 
Ija, and to tl aith as bis was ,in WP nly in the Temple, as he 
pl ice Chananean Y "Bat was offcring inccnst ple, as he 
{manner overc 5 WOW4T beipg in | tar OI Lord vpon the Ak 
y ind humble \— > <dern hos _—_— if w_ Fohs of af _ = — 
© N 11007, great is thy faith, Of Noth out: © ſpecial grace that the ri - erp nat poy. 
7 | f*thisteſtimony, tha athanat#l he | this child was to be great befi ngel fortold that 
pts teſuenony, that be wax & true Y/ra | Jan! as to be great before our L 
ich If *oat Paul the apoſll grey . ny" c laid | ## bis mothers Cn eng 
jon , for t a ewvas 4 weſiel | 30 th wr fugans. etually dedicated 
s Phi cadprect oro Genie as | in forte git Sn Plee Dain oas Fo 
6 Y en of 1/rach. Infine ils, kings , and | the «Apoſtles obt ained eter Damian , as bat 
os | 0 4ofer, when he any Foo, Polees | chop Ns ES 
ation of the E ad learnt by Reue- | Lord erſed ſome years with Chriſt 
: | te ord , our 
5 thu Chtiſt to be mt =-_ ,and confeſſed — bad ſeen him aſcend into bea- 
bat ty to heaxe or — — all this was 7 ns, tbe = Gboſs: 
T: 0 : bap : Outn O the Was hs ib u Jaint Tobn Whilſt be 
fo buvine b; py art thow Simon, ſon of Lon | War et in (bis mothers womb. It was an ineſti 
* andloed* o _ not, in the book, of flevh _ gracc, that Jcſus Chriſt our Look ; 
ih {| **: The prailes © SR of my Eternal Fa- ms. ns abi - _ ,butlodging 
- aiats ar : e within t 
ov A Spar , admirable , and rn, cemert pure flancks of his virgin 4 voy chaſt and 
dto or ofthen; 18 the ſoucrain vr; ccauſc | fit him: and that h other, came to vi- 
plc ; Which can ncither d ucrain prime ve- | which our blel of nee, Favor 
od &d, But wi Eccive nor be decei- r blefſed Lady gave SaintElizabeth 
It without all c i- | ſhould exult and! cth, 
* owparilog the praile } b and leape tor ioy before he was 
| born;and by vertue of her diuinc voice ſhould 


Ngnnn 2 be ſan- 


,— 
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be fanAified and cleanſed of original fin, whe- 


rein he-bad bin conceiued ;and having th 


ec 


vie of reaſon, by an vnheard off privilege ac- 


celcrated in him, ſhould live to God betoi 


ec 


he could liuc to the world. For this moſt bap- 
py child arrivedat heaven, before he was born 


on carth : beheld Chriſt betore he could ſe 


c 


material light : or to ſay better , at the ſame 
inſtant of time did Chriſt begin to liue in S, 
Iohn , that Saint Iobn began to have life in 
himſelf. For to ouerceme the world , be firſt 
overcame the courſe and ſtraine of nature: 
and by this ſo ſtrange avd incomparable gra- 
Ce, he dayly aduanced more and more in lan- 
Eity :and merited new graces and fayours of 
God. Andifthe Queen of Heaven, our Blefl- 


ed Lady, was prelent at Saint Elizabeths del 
ucry (as many grave Doftors are of opinio 
that ſhe was ) 
commin 


J» 
n 


en was it a new prace , that 
forth of his Mothers womb, he 


ſhould firſt fall into the bands ofthe Mother 
of God ; and be ſwadled by the pureſt hands 
of that Lady, who was full of grace; and bore 
then in her womb the treaſur and fountain of 
all graces;whercoſſo great a part was tocome 
to Saint Iobns ſbare, It was no litle grace, that 
all the people did lo excecdingly reioice at 
his birth,and that being aſtoniſhed at fomany 


Kravge and ſtu 


dious things, which they 


faw and heard of hiw!; they asked withadmi- 
ration quts , put as , prer iſte erit i what do you 
think, tbi: chila vill be, who is ſo miraculous, 
and ſo highly favored of God? Infine it was4 
moſt wonderfull great grace to be choſen by 
our Lord for ſo ſublime an office: and be the 
; forerunner and Precurſor of Ieſus Chriſt, For 
ſcing the only good and happines of the world 
 confiſied in knowing and ſerving IelusChriſt: 
for which cauſe God 4]mighty had ſo often 
and ſo long a time before, promiſed hiscom- 
ming by the Patriarks, foretold it by the Pro- 
phets,fignificd and given notice of it by divers 
ſhadowsand figures, noting the very place and 


time whercin it was to be ; it was cxpedien 


t 


that there ſhould be a Perſonage rather divine 
then buman , and generally reputedand eſte» 
emed for ſuch; whoſeoffice it ſhould be , to 
ſrew and point him out with bis fingar, and 
fay : bo, here heis:to the end that as well peo» 
plc then living , as thoſe of after ages might 
not excuſe themſelues , or come to be wilta- 
ken ina watter of fo great conſcquence for 


their eternal welfare and faluation.For altho 


ugh the coming of thcMeſhas wasprophelicd, 
as. we ſaid,ingeneral : yet all the circumſtan- 
ccs of his coming were not ſo ſpecified and 


particularly ſet down in holy writ , that the 
common ſort of people might ſufficiently yn- 
derfiand them , vnlels there were ſome ap- 
pointed for to expound and declare the pro- 
phefies ynto them: eſpecially they being poſe 
ſeſied with an erroneous opinicp, that the 


UW 


Meſſias was to come withpreat late, poye; 
and temporalMaieſty for to deliver themfrog 
ſlavery , wiſcries and affliftions of the bogy. 


lite expecting or caring for a remedy ofthe; | 


ſpiritual calamitiesand infirmities, though1a 
greater , and morc worthy of compaſſion and 
pity : whereas Icſus Chriſt our Saviour an, 
Redeemer came principally for our deliveran. 
ce from the bondege and captiutty of Saban 
aud came poore, humble,and obſcure: it flood 
with greatreaſon that a man, who for hisyi, 
dom , vertue , andrare ſanity had preat ay 
thority with them all , itould by the lightof 
the Holy Ghoſt have knowlepe of him and by 
his teſtimony communicat the ſame to others 
and ſhew them the prematfed Meſſias ; tha 
their eycs might not be blecred by thelowli, 
nes and bunulity of Chriſt, nor they miſtakes 
io him whom they ſaw conuerſant amon 
them: bnt be moued to reverence and obey 
that Lord ,who being king of glory, ande- 
qual with his Father , bad clothed bimi{el( 
with that mean habit ofa ſervant, forto 94 
their affections by ſuch tokens and 
tions of his incomprehenſible goodnes, Fur 
thermore it was behoofull and expedient for 
Saint Iohn to come to prepate the way 
our Lord , and todiſpoſe menshatts for tors 
cciuc him : for they wete lo corrupted , and 
ſo overrun with weeds,and oucrgrownyith 
briars and brambles of all ſorts of vices and 
{ins, that it was neceſſary firſt to roote then 
out , and clenſe the ſoile , and afterwards -to 
wanure and cultiuat it, that it might be made 
fit tor to receive the ſced falling trom heaven, 
and bring forth the fruit which was required, 
The would , which had bin fora longtine 
overwhelmed with hortible darknes, wasodt 
able preſcntly to endure the brighteſt light 
the ſun of Tuſtice : but would haue bin quite 
blinded, if by degrees it had notreceiued the 
beames of it , and inured itſelf to beholdan 
ivferiour light , by caſting its eyes vpon this 
flawing torch , Saint Iohn,which wasfent for 
ro ſhew the ſun. Erat ille Iucerna Incenet 
ardens. And this is that which the holy Euat- 
gcliſt Saint lohn tellcth vs inthe beginning 
of his Goſpel : that there vas & mas ſent fron 
God, Whoſe name as fohn, Who came logo 
teſtimony of the light , that al | might bel 
him. Now that Saint Iohn might perform this 
office of Precurſor and prepare and 
flraightand cucn the way to our Sauioural 
give teſtimony of the light and verity:W 
he was yetatender anddclicat litlechild,bom 
of noble and wealthy Parents ;be left his 
hers houſe, and entred into 3 horriddele, 
where he liuedalone, with no other compa) 
then of wild and ſavage beaſts:and clothed 
tender and beds with 4 garments 
cawels bair . and girt his loyos with þ' 


made of the skin of ſome beaſt , feeding em 


jy 
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(ated his Maſter with ſome curioſity ofher- 
hes,or rare poſic 'of flowers. And his maſters 


b "iy content in 4 manner, and recreation 
Ms 5 to go fee his garden, and talk with his 


diner : and be was ſo delighted with his 
"(cours that be left frequently all other com- 
ny of his frends and acquaintance for to 
Fertai himſclf with him. He asked him di- 
zers queſtions , and conſulted with him 
of martets of conſequence : for that he 
Gand hun in all his anſwers to be moſt 
ent and of a deep inſight. This familia- 
rity between them paſſed fo far, that one day 
gint Paulinus told his Maſter in ſecret , that 
), howld look about bim , and prowide for bis 
ire : for that the King , his father in law, 
yu to 4 we13 ſoon. The Maſter told this ro 
he king: and he defired mucho ſec Pavlinns, 
4nd the buſines was ſo carried , that whillt 
theking was at diner with his fon inlaw,Paus | 
lins cage into the Parlor , to preſent them 
vith ſome dainty and curious fruit of his gar- 
&n. The king looking vpon Paulinus , was 
preſeritly ſeized vpon with a great horror, 
vaxing pale and chill for feare : and then fais 
o-his ſon in law : this boxdman of thine bas 
wd thee but the truth © for this Laft night F [al 
entain Judges , and among them this gardiner 


ſeated in 4 bigh Throne, Who commanded the 


td (of ſcepter) to be taken ont of my hand. «Ak 
of bim in priv.a: , who he is , and conicre him 
to teÞ you the truth : for it 14, impoſſible but that 
be muſt be fome other Perjonage then in his ex- 
terior be ſeems to be. The Maſter did to preſs 
Paulinus to tell þim his condition and quali- 
ty , that at length he was forced to confels 
that he was 4 Bisbop : whereat be much won. 
dring aid vnto him : bethink yourſelf well hat 
3uu will ark of me : for F da intend to ſend 10u 
bume well ftored With gifts and preſents, The 
Kint arked neither for pold nor filuer: but 
only for thoſe of his Dioceſe that were there 
&tained captiues.the Prince commanded they 
ſhould be all ſought out , and put into 4 ſhip, 
which wasalſo well fraught with corn: with 
which the Saint , viRorious over himſelf , the 
vorld, tyrants, diuels, and hell, ſolemnizing 
ariymph of Charity , returned to Nola: and 
yaz entertained with that applauſe, and re- 
wonſtrance of ioy,by his flock , which cucry 
one may well imagin. And not long after , 
w he had foretold , dycd the King of the 
Vandals, Saint Paulinus exercifing, according 
this former cuſtom, all works of piety and 
Carity : 'and attending moſt carefully vnto 
the good gouernment ot his Church, fell very 
lick of4 great paine in bis fide: in which fick- 
des he was viſited by two good and holy Bi. 
ſhops, Symwachus and Benedi& : which did 
buchcomfort him. And having recouered ſo. 
ve lute firength , he commanded an Altar to 
(&-vp in bis chamber ,and out of his great | 


Saint Paulinus, Bishop and C. ..._.u.. 


deuotion, ſaid Maſs, thoſe two Biſhops help- 
ing and aſſiſting him : after Maſs , he returned 
again to bed, and immediatly asked Where are 
my Brethren ? his man thinking he meant the 
aforeſaid Biſhops, anſwered: lo, father , here 
they are. F ask for Fanuatius and Alartin, 

replyes the Saint, bo Were here euen nov, and 
going out told me they would return back again 
zmediatly. Saint Ianuarius was 4 Biſhop and 
Martyr , and is the Patron of Naples : where 
bis head and his blood is kept to this day:and 

the blood being put nere vnto the head beco» 

mes liquid , and bubbles yp by 4 continual mi- 
racle, And Saint Martin had bin Biſhop of 
Tours, moſt famous for ſanity and miracles; 

whom S. Paylinus had bin acquainted with, 

and after his death bore him 4 moſt fingular 
deuotion ; and by his interceſſion was cured 

of i ſore eye, by rubbing it with oylc,that had 
burned inalamp which was hung vp before 
Saint Martins Body, Theſe two bleſicd Saints 
came to viſit ard comfortSaint Paulinus, lying 
on his death bed : who preſcatly ſung that 
pious Plalme of Dauid: Lewaui occwulos meos int 
montes.F bas lifted wp my eyes vato the moun- 
tains. There was picſcat in the chamber 4 
Pcieſt, Hamed Poſthumius ; who was much at- 
fied for that he owed twenty ſhillings which 
SaintPaulinus had lent him, bauing beſtowed 
it yy the poore; and could not pay it before 
the holy man dyed, He opened his trouble to 
the Saint, and be ſmiling vpon hia ſaid : do 
not affli7 thy ſelf my ſon Poſihumizns : there vill 
not be wanting mony to diſcharge debts contrg- 
Hed in fawor of the poore : and preſently after, 
there was brought him an alcmcs of fitty ſhill= 
ings that was ſent him:the Saint gaue two ſbil- 
lings of it to the bearer , and with the reſt he 
paicd his debts: and gaue thanks to our Lord, 
who neuer leaues thole that do conkide in hiay, 
He paſſed that night ia great pain : and the 
next morning ſaid Matines : and then hauing 


to lowe one an other, andliue peaceably togetber , 


And prayed fileatly to himſelf, vatill it were 
time of laying Eucnſong, And then ſeeming 
to awake out of 4 ſound icep , perceiving 
it was about the time ot lighting candlesHe 
ſung with a (weetand low voice, Paraut tu 
cernam Chriſto meo. F have prepared &4 lamp to 
my Chriſt.Then continued again praying tour 
hours within the night.There was inthe roo» 
me 2 great number of people, expecting his 
happy paſſage: and on the ſodain the chamber 
all ſbaked, which put them into great fright, 
ſo that they fell flat ypon the floor, and cryed 
to God for mercy. And in this ſhaking and 
noiſe, which was heard only in that chamber, 
the Saint gaue vp his blefied ſoule to God. 
His tace j/was moſt ſeecraly and beautitull , as 


whitc as ſnow , and maniteſted well the glory 
Nnnonn which 


he recited the reſt of the Canonica!l howersg 


418 


Ivxe; 


exhorted his clergy toſerue our Lord faithfully, 
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which his ſoul now enioyed, which had quic- 
kned that body. The earth lamented and trem- 
bled, and the heavens reioiced and exulted 
for his departure. His flock of Nola moaned 
and beyailedthe loſs of their Paſtor : and the 
Angells ſung for the ioy they received by his 
company, Saint Pauiinusdied cnthe two and 
twentieth of June, on which day the Church 
keeps his feaſt: and it was in the year of our 
Lord four hundred thirty and one , in the 
Raign of Theodoſius the younger and Ualen- 
cinian Emperors. Although Saint eaulinus was 
eminent for wit and eloquence , as we ſaid, 
yet he would never explicat or interpret the 
holy ſcripture : and this out of his ſingular 
humility, thinkiog himſelf vaworthy and vn- 
fit todo it. He writ ſome pocms and admira- 
ble epiſtles, yet he would not publiſhthem, or 
hace them kept. But by the induſtry of Saint 
Amandus, Biſhop of Bordoes,his great frend, 
they were colle&ed :, and are extant to this 
day. Forthe holy man moſt pay contemm- 

ned himſclf, and all the thipgs of t 

ovr world ; and had his hart and mind fxeq 

vpon Heaven ; in ſo much as he remewbred 

not the epiſtles that he had writen. The Body 

of S. Paulinus is kept at Rome inthe Church 
of Saint Bartholomew in the Iland, as is ſet 

down by the Roman Martyrologe, which alſo 

addeth that this Saint had great power and 

vertue ouer the diuclls, | 
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THE NATIVITY OF SAINT 10HN 
BAPTIST, Precurſor of our Lord, 
| Itsys Curisrt, 


=>&* HE ſolemnity of the glorious 
& B/YF Precurſor of our Lord Ieſus 
S Chriſt, S. Iohn Baptiſt his birth 
E223 doth ſo repleniſh the Church of 
| S God withioy and heaucnly con- 
ſolanion : that to teſtify it ,the cuſtom was an. 
ciently to celebrate this feaſt with three Maſ- 
fes : 4 thing never practiſed by our.holy Mo- 
ther the Church in the honor of any other 
Saint. the conception.ofthis admirable and in- 
comparable man , his birth, life, anddeath isto 


oC - 
, 


be colle&edout of the holy Scripture and the 
blefled Evangeliſts : who have ſet down the 
Rory of him very particularly, For our Lord 
God , who made choice of Saint Iohn tor fo 
great and excellent an office, amongſt many 
other ſingular priviledges and prerogatiues 
allowed him alſo this : that the yery tame 


Saint Paulinus , Bizhop and Confeſler, 


is inferi« !: 


. 
_ — 


hiſtoriographers that writ our Savjours 1;g 
ſhould writ alſo Saint Iobns: amongſt whom 


Saint Luke beginneth his Goſpel with 3 ny. i 
Vv 


ration of Saint John. Saying that in the Rain 
of Herod eAſtulonita, King of Inry then gy 
A Prie# called Z xchary married to one , by tame 
Eli2abetb: that they Were both of them tuft. mn] 
obſerned the lay of God entirely and wh 
blame , and that they had no iſJue , as w61 for 
that Eliyabeth was barren : 35 becauſe they Were 
beth far ſtricken in yeares. e/ind that on; day 
as Zachary was offering incens at the Altar a 
all the people was praying Without there afhes 
red unto bim an Angell, at the right banddf thy 


| Altar|: at Whoſe fight be Was much troubled, 


and the : Angell ſaid unto bim : feare not 74. 
chary , for thy prayer bath bin heard, and 
Elizabeth thy: wife ſhall beare thee & fon + 
whom thoy|ſhaltname Iobn:and he ſhallcay. 
ſc great ioy and gladnes , and many ſhall je. 
ioice at his birth , becauſe he ſball be preat 
before our Lord. He ſbal drink nowine nce 
any thing-that hath force to make a mag 
drunk. And be ſhall be repleniſhed withihe 
holy Ghoſt from his mothers womb. Andihe 
diuinc writer following on the ſtory recounts 
Zacharys doubt, and the queſtion he mate ts 
the Angell (who was Saint Gabriel) and the 
Angells anſwer to him: and hoy in puniſh 
ment of his incredulity , he became dumb : 
and the admiration and ſcare the people wy 


{ in. When the diuine ſeruice was don, Zachs 


ry returncd to his houſe, and Elizabethcon- 
cciued Saint Iohn on the four and twentieth 
of September , fix months before the Incams- 
tion of the ſon of God ; and was brought to 
bed of him on the foure and twentieth otluge 
of the yeare following. 

But becauſe the lite;, preaching , office, 


| and whatſoeuer cls concerns this moſt diuine 
| man is commonly known, we will break of 
| the order ot the ſtory, and treat of his vertues 


and proper priuiledges and excellences, Als 
though for to expreſs or ſet down the very 
ſhadow ot the lcait of them, weſtandin need 
of an Angels tongue, For if the Angel told 
Zachary that bis ſon was to be Great befare mt 
Lord: and if a nations are before him 6: 
they Were not : and no more then 4 drop of 
water in bis preſence : how great and cx 

lent , how adwirable apd divine muſt that 
Man be, who is Great in the preſence 

fight of God : in whoſe £yes Whoſoeurr is il 
appears to begreat, is truly Great : andvbu ap 
pears to be litle,, is truly litle : and Who appers 
acthing , is nothing indeed , as ſaid the humble 
Father, St, Francis. For if we conſider thing 
aright, we (hal diſcouer thatall the excellency 
and greatnes of creatures depends notof 

deceitfull wdgment and fooliſh opinion 

men, but of the eſteem and credit whichthe 
haue with God, We not knowing —_ 


—_— -_-- - ——_ ww a Al medi - . 


im > a Ft zo =: 


>= FA A5m3@i+ co ©” © ©_ grw 


= 2 © 


= 
oo”, 


-_ Ln D— OW HS _— I - EE 
———— 
—_— 


ww” » ' Uh = OO 


«as Gow > 


ZZ > SS © + — «© 


T7 & © 


wild hony which is bitter , which he found 
catered about the fields ; and certain locuſts, 
: moſt ynſauory and contemptible food:(lcep- 


| ing VPON the ground , and affliting that holy 


body of his , which had ncuer committed fin 
vith as wuch rigor and ſeverity, as if it had 
bio guilty ofinnumerable crimes. | 
Tus lo rigorous pennance of Saint Iohn is 
Jſcribed by the holy Euangeliſts : and there- 
ore can not be called in queſtion, Nicephorus 
Calixtus, and Cedrenus , Greek Authors, do 
vritethztin the perſecution of Herod, when 
hepur to death the holy Innocents , Saint E- 
1:abeth fled into ſome ſecret place of the 


| miracle , that without any other fignor wira- 

cle don by Saint Iobn , the Iews did not only 
eſtcem him a moſt holy man anda Saint, but 
alſo took him tobe the Meſſias , whom they 
expettcd: and conceived fo great and high an 
opinion of him, that they ſent a ſolemn em- 
baſſy for to demand of him whether he were 
the Meſſas, or go; being ready to belieue him 
at his word , and lay vpon him the honor 
of Meſſias , if he would have accepted it, 

But he was ſo humble , and kept fo ſure 
footing , as not to be ſhaken by vanity; or 
carried away With praiſes and vogue of the 
people, For he acknowledged , conteſſed, and 


mountains, with her litle Infant Saint Ioho, | proteſted that he was not Chriſt or the eAlef+ 


that was but 2 year and balt old ; andtherere- 
iired into 2 caue ( where Saint Bede tells vs 
that afterwards 4 Church was built) ſhe ſur. 
nived but forty days :leauing her bleſſed child 
inthe hands and mercy of God : who ſent an 
el to feed him, as he had don to Iſmael, 
Abrahams ſon, when his mother Agar left bum 
vader 2 tree , and retired herſelt tar off, that 
bemight not ſee bim dy. Thus write the afo- 
cid Autbors, and what they ſay , ſeems not 
improbable to Cardinal Baronius and the 
Poor , father Francis Suarez : and becauſ: 
they are Authors both accurat and learned , 
yould not omit to mention it, Saint Iohn 
Chiyſoſtom and Saint Peter Martyr, Biſhop of 
dexandria , do add that Saint Zachary was 
put todeath for hauing- hid his ſon , and refu- 
bogtodiſcoucr hins, But howſocuer1t happe- 
(ed, the holy Doors do agree in this , that 
vint Iobn from his litle and tender age did 
pengance in the deſert and was the firſt that 
opened the way to Anchorits and Hermits, 
And therefore Saint Gregory Nazianzen calls 
lim confidently au Hermit : and Saint Icrom, 
Kint Chryſoſtom , and Saint Bernard lay that 
be Vas the Coptain, Maſter , ani Guide of 
kehzons men : tor that he was the patern and 
node! of them all : and he perſevered in this 
ultere and ſolitary life,vntill our Lord called 
ly forth for to preach,and exerciſe the office 
hisPrecurfor, tor which he had choſen him: 
tithe end that all the people, calling to mind 
le ſtrange and ſtupendious things that hap- 
Fened at bis birth, ancl conſidering the great 
alteriy in which he had lived all this while 
the deſert, and the new manner of habit 
adclothing that he wore, and the ſpirit and 
Urge, wherewith he preached pennance, 
uddaptized ; might be afſuredly convinced 
Matthis Man had the {picit of God, and carri» 
9 Lmay fay,his Royall brode ſeal, and con- 
Pntly ought to be belecucd and obeyedas 


oflcer and miniſter. He was the firit, who, | 


*amanlent from heauen, did preach the kin- 

of Heaven and Pennance which leads 

condudts vs thicher. All this wrought ſo 

reriully.being looked ypon as 4contnual 
= 


ſeas , nor that Prophet whom they eſteemed 
him tobe. But 4 woice only , for to announ» 
ce, proclame , and preach vnto them , that 
they were to prepare the ways forour Lord, 
as Jay had long before forctold, Saint lobn 
ſaid , he was the woice of Chriſt, and not the 
ford , which ever was , is, and ſhall be ; but 
only the voice and Ambaſſador of that word, 
tor to manifeſt and make it known to the 


/world, For even as our interior Yordisa cons 
ception formed by the vnderſtanding, and tbe 
woice is that which vitcrs and declares it : {o 
Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer is the Yor4,the moſt 
pure , fimple , and perfe& conception of his 
Erernal Father , and true #mage, forme, and 
figure of his ſubſtance , the brightnes ot his 
glory,and a ſubſtantial wirror, in which all 
his perteions are contained and repreſented : 
and Sarnt lobs is the voice flowing tromChriſt 
as jrom 1ts ſource and tountain , tor to preach 
and teſtify vntothe world ;bat he is the fbotles 
lamb Which came foi to take away the ſins of the 
world.T he woice is inſtituted to I1gnity the Word, 
and Saint Fobn was appointed to ſhew and 
declare Chriſ}. The word 1s ſecret and hidden 
vatil the worcedo dilcoucr and bring it forth: 
and Chriſt being inthe boiom of tus Eternal 
Father , was not known by men, votil this 
divine woice came and manifeſted him, The 
woice is made for to explicat the word or cone 
ception of. the mind , and 18 after it : and Sazar. 
Iobz was after Teſus Chriſt : becaule Jeſus, as 
the word of the Eternal Father is fromall eter- 
nity , iand S. Jobn as 2 tranhtory voce , Was 
framed iQ time : and theretore laith of hime 

{elt: after me there cometh 4 man Which is made 
before me : becauſe be Was before me. Infigne he 
was a voice: becauſe, as when we heare a mans 
voice, we ſay heis there : and by the voice we 
know the perſon (as inthe As of the Apo- 
ſtles the maid of Mary , Mother of lohn, knew 
Saint Peter by his voice, when be was deliue« 

red outofpriſonby an Angel ) lo wholocuer 

heardSaint lohn Baptiſt, whois the voice of 
letus , preſently vaderſtood that Ieſus Chriſt 

was come. The other Prophets laid {till : He 


| will come, he w1ll come. But Saint Lohn faid be 
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The Nativity of S, John Baptiſt Precurſor of our Loc 


is come : and pointing at him with his fingar, 
faid , this is the Lamb of God: this is be that 
takes avay the fins of the world. And for this 
reaſon is Saint Iohn not only 4 Prophet. 
But alſo more then a Prophet. His father 
Niled hin; 4 Prophet , ſaying : «nd thou child 
Sholt be called the Prophet of the Higheſt : 
andour Saviour ſpeaking: of himfaid : what 
went you Out to ſee? 4 Propbet ?yeal tell you, 
and more then 4 Prophet. Forthat the Prophets, 
as.wefſaid , bad in charge and office to warn 
and tell the people that the Meſſhas was to co- 
me : but Saint Johns office was to ſhew him, 
and giue notice that he wasalredy come : be 
Was more. then 4 Prophet , tor thatother Pro- 
phcts propheſied of him; and he made his Mo- 
ther 4Propheteſs cucn before he was born;and 
aſter he was born , be made his father become 


Aifed in his Mother, Saint Elizabeths,womh 
yntill. he did moſt treely expoſe hislife, and 
giuc his head for iuſtice anddefenſe ofchalh. 


with moſt ſublime and divine thoughts | wha 
ſence and feeling , what a foretaſt had he gf 
heavenly plory | what comforts and fauorsre. 
cciued he trom God! what viſits , and bow g.. 
leftahle conuerſation with the An gels ! what 
brightnes. and ſplendor in that foule! why 
Hames and aidor of charity did burn inthy 
ſacred breſt , and made him go forth of hin. 
ſelf, for to.liue not ſo much where hewas x 
where he loucd, and poſſeſſed all his bappines 
for if we read of ſome Saints, thatby force of 
(pirit, and moſt ſpecial fauor ofourLordthe 
were rayſcd aboue themſelues, andabforgta 
that qnanneras to forget the weaknesof their 


a Prophet, and reſtored him the vic of his ton- | fleſh;and all contentmentsandeuen neceſſary 


gue, which hc had bin deprived ot , ſor not 
believing the angel : for it was not meet that 
when the yoice came to light, and was heard 
and vnderſtood by others ,1hat the father of 
the voice ſhould remain dumb. He Was 20e 
tbe 2 Prophet, becauſe he was the end and 
accompliſhment cf all the Prophets of the old 
teſtament, and the beginnivg of the new: and 
therefore Chriſt our Saviour ſaid that tbe lay 
and theFropbets ended inlobn. He vas more then 
& Prophet, for that he not only faw and cone 


imploiments of this life , that with open eyes 
they ſaw nothing;andamidit the greateſtnoiſe 
heard nothipg,and whilſt they were eating did 
notin a manner cat : what ſball we thiok of 
S. John Baptiſt, who being to young and ten. 
der, forſook more for the loue of vertur, then 
they could leauc, and lay bidin 4 defert, to 
live no more to bim:{clt but to God), and to 
become a worthy Ambaſſador of his glory, 
and. the moſt certain and ivfallible whneſs of 
his only, euer blefled and dearct Sen ? vpon 


verſed as afrend with tim, whom all the Pro- | this ground do Saint Ambroſe,s, Chryſoſto. 
phets deſired to ſee ; but allo bad the Fonor | me, and other holy DoRoasathim , thatin al 
to baptize him with his owne kands; and to | his ations he had the Holy Ghoſt for Maſter, 
ſee the holy Ghoſt deſcend vpon him in the | and direQor , who illuminated him indigine 
ſome cf a doue : ar dio heare the voice of the | and heauenly Myſteries,not as 4 man , but 
Etcrnal Father that teſtified that 1471 Tens rar | an Angel. Here he received the gift of vnder- 


bis Heſsed and belouen ſon. © 

Be Yas more thin 4 Prophet n for that he 
Was an eZrgel. And ſo God the Father calls 
him by the Prophet Malachy : and Chriſt our 
Saviour confims it , citing the ſame teſtimo- 
ny.Not that Saintlohn was not 4 man by na- 
ture, but for thathe bad the office , and lead 
the life of an Angel, and in ſanfity and cxcel- 
lency wasnot inicriour to the higheſt Cheru- 
bins and Seraphins. T iofe celeſtial Spirits are 
called «Angels, becauſe they are Meflengers 
of our Lord, his miniſters and officers, and 
interpreters ofhis holy will.For «Azgelin the 
greeck tongue is as much to lay as «Hieſſenger, 
and Saint Iohn being Ambaſlador ot our 
Lord , in all reaſon ought to beare the Name 
of «Angel, ſeing he bore the ofhce : and much 
moretor having badſthe purity of an Angel : 
for he lived on carth in frail and corruptible 
ficſh more perfe&ly and holily , then many 
Angels, though morc noble and excellent by 
nature , do live in heauen. And what tongue 
of Angels can explicat thoſe rare vertucs, and 
that ocean and abyſs of Sanflity and perteRis 
onwhich Saint Iohn bad, and dayly cncrealed 
and augmented from the time that he was ſan- 


| anding and explicating the holyScriptures,and 
to ſpeak and write as 4 Canonical Author, He 
had the gitts of faith, knowlege , and wiſdon, 
neceſlary tor ſo great a Preacher andDodor, 
ſent'and given tothe world, that all men ſhv- 
uld believe by him. The Apoſtles conucited, 
{ome one countrey, ſonie an other : and Saint 
Paul, that was DoRor of the Gentils, conuete 
ted very wany. But of Saint Iohn Baptilt the 
Goſpel ſais that he yas ſent into the world tout 
all men 5huuld beliene by him. And therefore 
Saint lerom and other Saints do call him 
Apufile,not in dignity and Apoſtolical poye, 
but 1n office and funAion. Becauſe the word 
eApoſile ſignifies one that is fent : and, Job 
was ſcnt by Almighty God, not to one pro 
vince,naticn,or kingdow,buttoallthe wor! 
Finally he had in a moſt bigh, and perfe&de- 
grce all the privileges, and cxcellences, which 
become and adorn either the attiue or cor 
templatiye lite ; in both of which he w# 
eminent : as alſo the graces and veriv6 
ſutable to' the office and charge of Chill 
Precurſor and baptizer or Baptiſt , whi 
God had given him, Wheretore the: Saints 


neyer make an cnd of recountingand ext0 
Ez 


ty? how did he entertain himſelf inthe deſer | 4 
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ling his praiſes : and he that would vndertake 


to gather together all that is ſaid by them in 


«commendation would make 3 vaſt volur , 
A = Peter Chryſologus calls him the /choo/ 


vertues , the Mater of life , model of ſan#1- 
jy, rule of Inſtuce , miror of Virginity , title of 
honey ex am} le of chaſtity preacher of pennan- 
 Doffor of faith , more then man equal With 
JAneel  fumm of the lay , ſeed of the Goſpel, the 
ite of thee Apo ſte? , the falence of the Prophet:, 
rch of the world, forerunner of Chriſt, bar bin- 
1s of the Twnge, Witneſs of our Lord Sant7uary 
the Bleed Trinity. Saint Auguſtin , Sain! 
Bernard and other Sannts ſtile him the trumpet 
of beowen » berauld of 1 eſus Chriſt, ſecretary of 
the Father , Precurſor 0f the ſon , tandant- tea- 
er of the great and mizhry king » Preacher of 
mance , correton of the Tewvs , toy of his Pa- 
rats, bonor of bis family, ex ample of the world, 
uniihment of-death , gate of life, glory of men, 
tor of conmerſation, rule and ſquare of Inſti 

4 comfort of the «Angels , an incomparatleman, 
bnſman of Feſus Chriſt , frend. of the Bride- 
mom , preparer, and accommodator of the orna- 
nts of the Spouſe. The ſame Saint Bernard 
files him Patrza1k,, the head and perfeflion of 
Patriarks ; Prophet and more then 4 Prophet ; 
angel, and among, eAngels the chotceſt ; virgin , 
ad moft pure ſpouſe of Uirginity ; Martyr, and 


. lebtof Mart919; andone that between thebirth 


and death of Teſs , bath left ws & rare example 
if 4 moft conſtant and couragions Marty1dom, 
But all the praiſes which the Saints, vieing as: 
it were with one an other, haue heaped vpon 
Sint lobn, are dumb and filent, and figniſy 
lite or nothing in compariſon of what the 
Gint of Saints laid in his praiſe and commen+ 
dation: that among thoſe that are torn of Yomen 
there aroſe none greater then Tobn Baptiſh, In 
which words is compriſed whatſoever can be 
fidin his honor, Wherefore Euſebius Emil- 
ſenus faith :hat Saint Tobn can not be praiſed 
Kording to bis Yorth and merit Ly the muuth 
ard tongueof man, ſeing that God himſelf hath 
vndertaken to praiſe kim. And Saint Auguſtin 
concludes that # among men and the children 
ys there be none greater thenSaint lohn that 
be 2bo is greater then lobn Baptiſs , is net cniy 
nay, but alſo God, And he did 10 much refſem- 
ble in ſanity ovr Lo1d Teſus Chriſt , that 
vhitSaintdohbn was lining,be was eſteemed 
tobe the Meas, and alter his deatb, the Mcſ- 
has was taken for Saint Iohn , as obſeryes 
wit Ambroſe. Infine Saint Iohn haviog 
votthily diſcharged his office of preaching 


pennance; and of being witneſs, and forervn- | 


der of Chriſt, he was beheaded by command- 
Kat of wicked Herod ; whom he had repre- 
tended with great zcal and liberty, for taking 
tte wife of his brother Philip, and viing ber 
vhis owne,to the great offence of Cod, and 
Publick ſcandal of the people ; as we ſhall dif- 


cours more at Jarge on the feaſt of his death 
and Martyrdom, which the holy Church cele- 
brates with 4 particular ſolemnity : and there- 
fore we forebeare to treat of it here. For our 
Lord would nct have the laurcl and crown 
of Martyrdom to be wanting vato S. you 
whom he had adorned with thoſe which arc 


proper to Doforsand Virgins : and with all 


thoſe other prerogatiues and excellencies, 


which we haue here reckoned vp. Beſides 


that which is recounted in holy writ of Sains 
lohn, there is ſcarce avy father , Door , or 
Eccleftaſticall writer, ancient or modern, who 
{peakes not of him. And Lipoman and Surius 
have collected ſeucral ſermons of Saints, that 
do deſcribe his vertges and prerogatiues, 
w hich they may read, whodefire a larger and 
tuller diſcours of him. | | 
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THE LIVES OF SAINT I0HN 
and Saint Paul Brothers, and Martyrs. 


7, HE glorious confli of the 

Mp couragious Martyrs, Saint Fobn 
Gr and Joint Paul; is writen by 

3 Tercntianus:who being captain 
| 2&7 ofthe life-gard ofthe Emperor, 
Iuliatn the Apoſtata,by his command put them 
todeath ; and afterwards was conuecrted, and 
became a Chriſtian. And it happencd in this 
manner. Jn the Raign cf Conſtantin the Great, 
the Scythians, who were very fierce and bar- 
barous, falling furiouſly veon the Roman 
Empire, made great incurſions and devaſtati- 
ons through the who] Province of Thracia, 
The Emperor could not go 1n perſon to thig 
war, but imployed in it a man of known valoy 
and great experience that bad bin famous fox 
ſeveral brauc victones , by name Gallicanss : 
who was yeta paynim, and was a widower, 
but bad two daughters , Attica ,and Artemia, 
yourg Ladies of ſuch rare parts, thatno good 
oift was wanting in them, this man the Eme 
peror intended tor General in this ſo impor- 
tant an expedition : and the whol army, as 
well ſoldiers as commanders, did {ue for him, 


asthe fitteſt man for that dangerovs ſeruice : 


Gallicanus excuſed himſclf , and was loath to 
engage in anenterpriſe ſofull of danger, and 
beſet with infinit difficultics: yet, as the Em- 
peror ceaſed not topreſs and vige him vnto it, 
he was content at lepgth to accept of the 
charge vpon theſe conditions:that it he could 


| giue a good account of his yalor, and pruden- 


cc in 


The Natiuity of S, Iohn Baptiſt, Precurſor ofour Lord. 424. 
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Saint Iohn and Saint Paul , Brothers, and Martyr, 


_ ce in rranaging this war,by ſubduing the e- 


26, nemy and quicting the countrey: at his return 
IVNE, fo Rome he ſhould be made Conſul and mar- 


ric Conſtantia, the Emperors daughter, This 
demand put Conſtantin to no litle trouble, 
not ſo much for that he ſaw himſelf ypon an 
 exigence to marry the Princeſs, his daughter, 
with his ſubic& and vaſial : as for that he 
knew right well that ſhe had alredy conſecra- 
ted her virginity by yow vato Almighty 
God, and was rciolued rather to dy , then e- 
uer to violat it. Conſtantia bad notice of 
what had pafled , and of the perplexity and 
ſolicitude her father was in ; and having com» 
mended the matter vato God,came vato him, 
and ſpoke in this manner : My Lord* and my 
Father , if |vere not afiuredof the proteflion 
and aſſiſtance of eAlmighty God, F should trem- 
ble to think how much this _ concerns me ; 
and to ſee the ſolicituge, trouble, and anxiety of 
mind Which it cauſes you, But becauſe 1 know 
that cur Lord is With me , and vill ncuer leaue 
mel amwoil of feare. And therefore Sir , do not 
fiick to promiſe mein mariage to Galicanus , as 
#lſo to make him Conſul , when be shall return 
congqueror from the wars. But With all let bim 
take ith bim for to accompany bim in this ex-+ 
penition, to truſly ſeruants of mine , lubu my 
ſteward , and Paul my ſecretary : and leauewith 
me his two daughters. The Emperor being 
much ſatisfied with bis daughters diſcours, 
told Galicanus what ſhe defired ; and he with 
great ioy and content accepted of the conditi» 
ons, and began his march , with the two holy 
Brotbers and Eanuchs , Ioha and Paffl*jn his 
company. But his two daughters came to 
court,to wait vpon Conſtantia: and this holy 
Uirgin when ſte had them in her power, reti- 
red herſclf into her oratory, and there lifting 
vp her hands and hart vatoour Lord , prayed 
in this manner..Ay Lora God,omnipotent tho 
by the prayers and znterceſſion of thy boly Virgin 
Martyr , Saint </gnes , ai9ſt beale me of incu- 
rable diſea/er : '» bo baſt taught me the way of 
ruth , and inſpired me With the defare and pur- 
poſe of conſecrating wnto thee my Virginity, and 
baſi voucbſafed to admit me among thy ſpouſes. 
Thos, 0 Lord who art both ſon and father of the 
exer glorious Vng)n Mary , and receiuedſt nou- 
risbment from ber bleſſed breaſts , notvithſtan- 
ding thou dof# feed and maintain the » hol 
World: thou that aidft grov in age, andyet zineſt 
groth aud encreaſe to all creatures:thou ho didſt 
profit in v:ſdom and grace being the eternal in- 
created Yijdom : thou that art great, omnipotent, 
infnit : ani yet in time vaſt born of 4 mother be- 
ingwithout mother engengred from all Eternity of 
the ſubſtance of the Eternal Father God of God, 
ant light of light. Thou Who haſt redeemed the 
Worldoy thy death, and art the uniuerſal Indge 
of the quick, and the dead: 1 do moſt bumbly be- 
feech thee, my God, to grant wnto me fox tl 3 ſer 


wice, theſe two ſoules which thou baſt redeemed 
v:th thy pretionus Blood, together Yuth the ſeal 
of their father Galicanus , that they may }; < 
werted unto thee , become Chriſtians aud liu, vl 
thee. Open , 0 Lird , my mouth that 1 my 4,1 
them What is conwenient for them: aug open gl 

their eares , that hearing my admonition; thy 
and } may perſeuer in chaſtity, and may teſur M 
other ſpouſe then thee, whom We may enigy ty. 
nally ix thy celeſtial kingdom, This deuout pray: 
er was made by the vertuous Princeſs Con}, 
antia , and writep in her owne hand, which 
Terentianus ſaisthat he ſaw and read andthyt 
Conſtantia alſo told it bim afterward by yorq 
of mouth, Our Lord heard this prayer, and 
granted the holy Virgin her petition: forthe 
two Ladies daughters of Galicanus, embraced 
the faith of Chit, and vowed vnto himtheir 
Virginity. And Galicanus himſelf, makingalf 
a vow to becomea Chiiſtian, by the counſe] 
of the holy Brothers , Iohn and Paul, goti 
great victory oucr the Barbarians : who not. 
withſtanding at tbe beginning were tohad 
for him 3; for in ſeucral encounters he was 
ſorced to a ſhamefull retreat with 3 confide. 
rable loſs, which ſo much encouraged theScy- 
thians, that they beſieged him in bistents and 
blockt him vp on eucry fide with ſtrong gar 
ſons of innumerable and Routmen; wheres 
his Qrength was impaired eucryday ; moſt of 
bis ſoldiers deſerting him , and flying tothe 
enemy. In the mean while Galicanus multi 


| plied his facrifices to the ſuppoſed deity of 


Mars, for to obtain his fauor and helpia this 
deſperat condition:but how ſhould m—_ 
him , that was no God , but only a dumb 
blockiſt ſtatuc ? kndivg himſelf in this extres 
mity , he was ſo diſcouraged tiat he thought 
no more neither ot breaking through the &- 
nemies camp , nor euen of detending himlelf, 
or making any reſiſtance : butall his care and 
conſulration was how he might ſecretly with 
draw himſelf and fly. As be was thus troubled 
and perplexd , the holy Brothers ſohn and 
Paul, came vnto him, and told hi : thatif be 
Would make 4 wow to the God of Heanen, tt 
beliewe in him , and become @ Chriſtian; vithout 
doubt by this only meanes be Would reſcut biy- 
ſelf. and get the vifory azainſt bis enemies hid 
the falſe God Mars Was 01 able to afford bit 
Galicanus liking well their counſel, madethe 
vow; and immediatly vpon it ſaw ftandi 
by him a young proper, man, with a Ct 
vpen his ſhoulder who ſaid vnto him: 
thy ford and follovs me. Preſently he takes}p 
his lword,;and as he began to follow his guide, 
he perceites about him a numerous train 
nn ſtout and valiant ſoldiers: who alleo- 
couraged him, and ſaid vato him : feare 
Galicanus, for ve vill march-on Yith thee: aid 
boldly and conragion ſly into the enemies can 


with thy naked/Yordin hy hand: and wy 
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the king him{elf :5. Galicanus was moſt 
rmiog all that was commanded: 
fScythia, when he = _ "= 
| with ſo mighty an of {ol 
j k qt "as, caſt himſelf down 

"hi ſet and begd of him to ſpare his lite : 
lick Galicanus , moued with pity and com- 

G00, willingly granted, and nenther he nor 
hs loldiers kid a man : but got a moſt glort- 
qus victory without ſpilling his cnemics blo. 
+4;a0d bauing delivered Thracia from the 
pbarians, made the Scythians become tri* 
hutary to the Empire. Then he rallied vp his 
ſaitered forces : yet would not recciue into 
tis fagor tht renegats, cither ſoldiers or Ka 
ins ; vnleſs they firſt promiſed they would 

- Chriſtians : and all ſuch as were con- 
«nt to ſerue 1efus Chrilt, he aduanced to gre- 
er preferments : but the reſt he would have 
nothing todo with , nor permit them to re« 
we again ynto his Camp. And tor his greater 
atitade to that Lord who had granted him 
þ focal ind admirable a victory : he wasnot 
contcat to prof ($ himſelf a Chriſtian accord- 
ip to his yow 3 but reſo/ucd to aſpireto the 
4ion ofthat calling , by ridding himſelf 
of all wealth and honor, by diſclaiming the 
yorld,by living fingle and tolitary and atren- 
ling wholy yato the (cruice of God, | *, 

With this proſperous fuccels, and greater 
nfory againit the d1uels then the Scythians, 
Galicanus returns to Rome, where he was rc- 
ceiged and entertained by the Ewperor, the 
Tat, and' the Nobility, gentrey , and whol 
dty with all expreſſions ot 10y and- congratu- 


exact in perto 


ion imaginable. But before he would carer 


the city, he went to viſit the Church ot the 
Fince of the Apoſtles, Saint Peter : whereat 
he Emperor wondring ſaid veto him : 
veatbou vaſt going forth of Rome ro the war, 
I/av thee enter into the Capitol, for to ſaerifi%2 
vato the digells : and nov, that thou art retwr- 
tdviforiout ; F perceize thou db adore Feſus 
Gn ang reverence his «Apoſtle. J Yould gladly 
Wb Vhence comes ſo great 4 change. Then Ga- 

nus related vnto bim all that bad befallen 
in in tus war waged againſt the Scythians 
(de ſybſtance whereof we recounted before) 
ud added moreoucr , that be had one fanor to 
trof bis Maiefly : which as that be Would diſ- 
ky the bonors and bigh preferments Xbuh 
It had promiſed bim , pou oih:t1 3 and permit 
un to þgfs ower the reſt of bis life in / "qc litle 
ined corner 3 the ſeruice and worship of that 
Lud, bom b: bad the happines now to know. 
ib this vas bis only deſire , and the height of 
hy ambition, «And as for the Lady Conſtantia, 
nw the vas free, and might diſpoſe of ber- 
[ar the pleaſed: jor that bis thoughts were ſet 
W Wore poi mariying but vpon renouncing 
Vitſoewer dotb ſeem peaſant and delizhifull in 


". fo wntill thou comeſt to the Royal tent, 
- phert 


Gaint Tohn and Saint Paul, Brothers, and Martyrs. 
| this world. The Emperor was fo þ 20 to hear 
| 


this news, that he embraced Galicanus with 
a moſt fingular affe&ion and loue : and told 
him that be was to let him know that bis two 
daughters Were likewiſe Chriſtians, and bad mas 
de profeſſion of perpetual Uirginity ; which 
was 4 new increaſe of ioy and thanks to Al 
mighty God in Galicanus. Then Conſtantin 
lead him into the Palace : where there ſtood 
ready for to welcom him the Emperors Mo- 
ther Helena and his daughter Conſtantia, 
with Gallicanus two daughters, Attica and 

Artemia : who torioy and conſolation were 
all diſlolued into moſt ſweet teares,and could 
not be ſatisfied with praifing him that had 
don theſe wonders, Galicanus would have 
renounced all things preſently, But the Ems 
peror would not giue way to it , vatill he had 
firſt declared him Conſul , and aduanced him 
in dignity and power, as high as he could : to 
the end that the change- of his ſtate of life 
might become more remarkable ;z and the 
Chriſtians might be the more encouraged, and 
the better vnderſtand the vertuc and power of 
Chiiſt, who , to make his ſeruants triumph 
ouer the world and its vanitics , giucth them 
iipht to diſcouer them ; and 4 ſpirit and grace 
to cohtemn and tread them vader their tect ; 
as Galicanus did. For he made free,and infran- 


chiſed all his bondmen , five fthouſand in all, 


Le ſold his lands and poſleſſions, which were 
very rich: and leauing his daughters no more 
then was ſufficient or neceſſary tor their mains» 
tenance , diftributed the reſt of bis meanes a+» 
mong the poore : and went to dwel priuatly 
at the city of Oſtia, whuch 1s four miles diſtant 
trom Rome ; where he founded an Hoſpital, 
tor to receive poor pilgrims , and built 2 
Church, the firſt that ever was in that city; 
ioriching it with great treaſures : and an other 
Church in honor of Saint Laurence , who ap» 
peared vuto himand bid himdo fo ; appoint- 
ivg the very place, where it was to be built, 
Here he ioined himſet to 4 ſervant of God, 
Hilartnus;and exerciſed with great feruor and 
humility the works of mercy : harbouring pil» 
grims and ſixangers ,and feruing the yr 
tor he powred water vpon their hands, and 
waſhed their feet : and our Lord wrought by 
him many and great miracles, healing the lick, 
and caſting out diuels by his prayers. And for 
that he bad bia 4 man very famous and much 
ſpoken of in the world, an infinity of people 
came vnto him from the Eaſt and other parts 
of the world, for to ſee him, and tocaſt thems 
ſelues at his feet : conceiuing a far higher _- 
nion of him for this humility , with which 
ſhined inleſus Chriſt,then tor all his greatnes, 
riches, and trophces ; which had rendred him 
before ſo gloriousandulluſtrious inthe world, 
Saint Galicanus continued this cours of life 


for many yearts, vntill by the death of Con- 
P PPP Rang 
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427 Saint Tohn and Saint Paul, Brotners, and Martyr, 


_ Rantinthe Great , and of his three ſons, Con- 


26, 


ſtantin , Conſtance , and Conſtantius , 


IVNE, the Empire came to Iulian the Apoſtata, 


Conltantius nephew. This wicked Prince put 
Galicanus to death , to revenge the quarel of 
his Gods vpon him :for the impure ſpitits ſpo- 
ke by the mcuths of thoſe whom they poſleſ(- 
cd, that they would not depart out of their bodies, 
wntill Galicanus were mane tojadore the Gods : 
Which the holy wan refuſing to do , at the 
perſuaſion of Iulian , he commanded him to 
be kild: and the Church keeps his feaſt on the 
five and twentieth cf Tune : Saint Hilarinus, 
the companion of Saint Galicanus , was tor 
the ſame cauſe beaten to death with cudgecls. 
One thing is very remarkable, that Saint Ga- 


__licanus baving four manours at Oſtia; which 


he reſerucdfor the ſuſtenance and relief of the 
pooxre : asOften as lultan {cnt any officers to 
confiſcat them, or ſeize vpon them, or to take 
away any of the rents, they were preſently 
either pollefled with wicked fpirits,or els ſtru- 
ken witha leproſy : «Almighty God defending 
by euident and manifeſt miracles the goods and 
maintenance of the poore. This happy and glo- 
rious end made Galicanys : and the holy Bro- 
thers Saint Iohn and Saint Paul were the be- 

inning and cauſc of all his bappines : for 
they accowpanied him to the war,and coun» 
ſclled him to becom 4 Chriſtian , promiſing 
him that by that meanes he ſhould conquer 
and ſubdue his enemies, 

But the wicked Iulian , fleſhed with the 
blood of Chriſtians,and yet no leſs gredily ga» 
ping aſter their goods and cſtates,refolucd to 
take from them all that ever he could,and lea» 
ve them moſt bare and naked : falſly alleaging 
that Chriſt would haue them to be poore,and that 
none could be his diſciple that forſook not all that 
he had (which is to be vnder{tood ofthe loue 
and aftcQion to their wealth, and not of leau- 
iogit in effect , but only when the poſſeſſion 
of it can not ſland with the law of God ) and 
beipg informed that the holy Brothers Iobn 
and Paul gauc very large almcs to all ſorts of 
poore people,out of the means and poſſeſſions 
which the Lady Conſtantia, their Miſtreſs , 
had beſtowed vpon them: be ſought for ſome 
colour and ſhew tor to bereave them at once 
both of their wealth andlifc. He fent to in- 
vite them to come to Count, for that he defired 
wery much to be attended bythem , and to -baue 
them nere bis per/on, as bis preme faucrits : they 
being the mo ancient courtiers, and bauing bin 
in the bigbeſt authority and fauor Yith Conſlan= 
tin bis wmle , and bis Coſin Conſtantia. But yet 
that be expetled of them that they should imitate 
him (as in all reaſon they ought to do) and forſa- 
ke the name and profeſſion of Chriſizans (it berng 
4 baſe , lazy , and vuprofutable life ) and adore 

the Immortal Gods , that Were the Proteftors and 
defenders of bis Empire. But iþ they did refuſe 


bis Princely offer and moſt inf} requeſt they muf 


look to it , for it war like to col? them dearejn + 
6, 
\ 


he Would not ſuffer himſelf to be contemne4 1 
ther by them nur by any body els. To this the 
Saints replyed:that they bad not refuſed toſerut 
Julian with intention to ſerue any other my11} 
man ; but only for the ſeruice of the ]Jmmy1( 
God, maker of beauen and earth , and the jy) 
giuer and prejeruer of Kingdoms and Empiny, 
eAnd that for fear of off ending God, 1hy 1. 
nounced bis frend sbip : and Yould neither exty 
into kis Palace , nor ſee bis face : becauſe be lu 
forſaken the faith of Teſus Chriſt, wbich be bay 
formerly received. Terentianus ( whom ia 
bad emploied in this aftair)told them be wyyl4 
| gime them ten days for to confider Yell What yay 
eſt for them to do. They aniwered that be might 
ſuppoſe the ten days to be alredie expired, ang 
What his Maſter had commanded bim : for that 
they were ſo ſetled in their reſolution , that thy 
sbould nener alter their mind. They Saints yn. 
derſtanding that they were toloole theirliues 
for Chriſt, and acknowledging it4 moſt fin, 
gular fauor , gaue infinit thanksto God;and 
in this ſpace of ten days diſtributed what yy 
yet remaining of their goods —_—_———_ 
imploying themſclues day and night in giui 
large almes, On the eleventh day inthe even- 
ing, Terentianus comes to their houſe yith 
a train of ſoldiers ; and finding them 
their knees in prayer, offers vniothem 4lule 
golden ſtatue ofJupiter :telling them that iti 
the Emperors will to bane them adore and rs 
sbip that God With offering wnto bimincen, 
Which if they refuſe to do, be has order to wtf 
their beads in that wery place, and at that time, 
For that the Emperor will not bawe them exuw 
ted publickly , in conſideration of their fuuth 
and great charges and offices which they bad fur 
merly born in the Imperial court. Although 
the truc reaſon of putting them ſo _ to 
death , was that he was afraid of the peopk, 
and for that he enuied and maligned their glo- 
ry : knowing for certain, that the Chriſtians 
as ſoon as they ſhould heace of their deat 
would honor them as true Martyrs of God, 
The holy Saints anſwered Terentianusvith 
out any feare or apprehenſion ofdeath if 1+ 
lian be your Lord and Maſier, want yon ſelf tak 
bis vaſial and ſerwant : for our only gioy 
acknovlege Feſus ry for our Lord , yin 
Tulian == not to deny to be God, pothith 
ſtanding be bas receiued his Baptine. Tetet 
tianus cauſed them to be ſtraight ways 
ded and to be buried ſecretly in 3 hole maded 
purpoſe in the ſame place and gaue out thor 
ugh the city that the Emperor had baniſhed 
them, their death not being certainly know 
But. who can deceiuc God, or eſcape his 
niſhments 7 for the yngodly Iulian', wag 
war againſt the Perſians , dycd miſerably 


, 
! 


year following , on the anniverſary _ 
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ly Martyrs, Saint John and-Saint Paul, 
- i na Hur" at Rowe : and the Empi- 
te fell into the bands of Touinian, a moſt Ca- 
E aolick Prince , and great vpholder of the 
Church, which preſently began to floriſt; and 
our holy Religion to Le much dilated and 
ſpred abroad : and in the houſe , where the 


h Maityrs lay buried, the divels were forced to 
1, Contels + dom their Bodies were hidden:and: 
[2 that they were terribly tormented by them : and 
er digers pollefled perſons were deljucred by the 
ad interceſion of the Saints; and among the reſt, 

a the only ſon of Terentianus, A litle child: 
an vhich made Terentianus, who bad beheaded 
i them , to acknowlege his fault , and fee the 
” naaity of his Gods ; and his horrible cruelty 

ht exerciſed vpon the Saints, for to comply with 
[) the wicked Apoſtata Iulian, Wherefore pro- 
at frating himſelf at rhe tomb of the Bleſſed 
by Matyrs , he asked pardon of them, and doing 
Ne npance for his fin , was conuerted to the 

es ith of Icſus Chriſt : and writ the Saints Mars 

Is qidow, as We baue ſet it down here. They 

od ycre martyred on the fix and twentieth of Ju- 

pl tein the yeare of our Lord three hundred 

ſe, xty two. Their Bodies were put ina faire 

ng y Church, which the ſame Tercntianus 

Cſs poly their honor in their owne houlc : 

ith vhichnow is2 Cardinals title , called ancien- 

0 


ty from Saint P ammacbiws : but at preſent is 
ule filed the Charch of Saznt lubu and Saint Pal. 
th Put of theur holy Relicks were caried into 
oe | France in time of Pope Pelagius; of whuch 
Kt. | Sint Gregory of Tours makes wcntion in his 
of book De gloria Maityrum, Chapter eighty 
ne, three. And in Raucana ( where there is 2 
i Y Church dedicated in their honor) they ſhined 
I, yith miracles, as recordeth Paulus Diaconus 
fr &geſtis Longobardurum,tecond book, ninth 
gh chapter , and Fortunatus in his fourth book 
0} thelite of Saint Martin. All Martyrologes 
le, do make mention ot Saint lohan and Sazat 
pul, 
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i (HE LIFE OFSAINT LEO, 


ety the ſecond of that Name, Pope and 

we Confeſsor, 

of Fter the death of the holy Pope 
UA ? Agatho ; was choſen tor that 
- gricat honor, Saint Leo, the (c- 
in cond of that Name, whois fa- 
te => thers name was Paul :a Sicilian 
hat born ,as was hkewile his predeceiior. He was 
the ry boly wan, learncd, vigilant, affable,and 


Saint Tohn and Saint Paul , Brothers, and Martyrs. 


pleating to all: and had an cxccllent talent 


in Muſick, In time of Pope Agatho , there == 
had bin held a Council! at Conſtantinople, 28. | 
in the Raign of Conſtantin the fourth, which Iv. 


is the 1xth General Council. This Council 
Salnt Leo cornfhimed , and himſelf tranſlated it 
out of Greck into latin. He confirmed alſo 
other General Councils that had bin held be- 
fore, and condemned all the «errors and Lere« 
lies which were condemned by them. He writ 
a praue and very kind letter to the Emperor: 
wherein he prailes him, and thanks hu much 
tor his p10us zeal in procuring the celebrati- 
on of the aforeſaid Council jor to eſtabliſh 
peace in the Church, and cut ot all ſcandals 
and errors that did anoy and moleſt it. Truc 


' 1t is, that Cardinal Baronius doutcth much 


whether that epittle , and ſome others , fa» 
thcred vpon Saint Leo the fecond , be his or 
no. He was the tutt that oxdained that the buly 
Pax (hould be given in time of Maſſe to all 
that were preſeut, For although this cuſtom 
ot giving it were very ancicat; as we read in 
Saiat Denis Areopagita , Saint Jultin Martyr, 


and Saint lohn Chrylottom : yet Saint Leo 


Pope did tult ot all ratity and confirin that 
laudable cuſtom by a publick decree. Saint 
Leo gaue great proots ot his courage and con» 
ltancy ug luppreſſing and beating down the 
arrogant iniolency ot the Arhcbithops ot Ras» 
voana,who waxcu lo proud an1preiumtuous, 
vpon the pie:cace ang court of the Exaiches 
or Vice-Roys ut the Einperors of Cunitanti- 
nople,refiding among them, that they preterr- 
cd themlelues before the Biinups of Kome;and 
retulcd to acknowlege their authoruy uuer 
them, and to obey tacm. But Saint Leo tor 
to tame and pull down their p1id:, ordained 
that no Biſhop ot Ravenna ſhouid« xcrcuc his 
Pontifical tunction , valcis he were fictt aps» 
proucd by the Pope of Rome, He commanded 
allo that the Pal, which vicdto be lent .rom 
Rome to Patriarcks and Archbiſhops, ſhould 
be given freely , without taking any mony ior 
it, He built a Church in Rome ncre to Saint 
Biviana's, in honor of Saint Paul the Apolile; 
and placed in it theBodies of Saint Simplicius, 
Saint Fauitus, Saint Beatceſs and others. Saint 
Leo finding that the plaia long, which Saint 
Gregory had iaſtituted in the Church , was 
corrupted, reformed it : and made the Pla]- 

mes and other pious things , vicd in diuine 

{eruice to be better, and more orderly and 
deuoutly ſung : and put allo into better hare 

mony the Ecclefiaſticalt hymns , whereof he 

compoſed ſome himſclt. He gaue holy orders 

once,and conſecrated twoand thirtyBiſbops, 

nine Prieſts,and three Dcacons. He was won- 

dertully loucd of all for his adaurable and hee 

coical veitues.: and tor his moſt ſweet and 


| mild dilpulition, He was very liberal and cha» 


ritable to the pooxe : and 1n all things moſt 
Religious 


429 Saint Leo Pope, and Confeſſor. 


Religious and devout. In a word , nothing ] aithfull,as living ſtones, ſhould ground them. 


——- was wanting to make him be numbred a- 
28. mongſt-the moſt excellent and renowned 
Ivxe. Popes, that gouerned the Churchof Ged, but {| 
his ſhort life , for he Raigned but ren months 
and eighteen days, according to Baronius his 
account: and according to the Roman Bre- 
viary , reformed by Clemeat the eight, ten 
months and ſenen days. He dyed on the eight 
and twentieth of Iune , inthe yeare of our 
Lord fix hundred fourſcore and four, His ho- 

ly Body was buricd in Saint Peters, 
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___. THE LIFF OF SAINT PETER, | 
29. Prince of rhe Apoſtles, and Vicar of 


IVNE, IEsvs-CHRIST. 
Saint Peter , Chiefly out of the 
holy Goſpels , and the AQs of 
the Apoſtles, writen by Saint Luke : and out 
of graue and ancient Authors, who haue ſet 
' down his admirable &ceds and vertues. Saint 
Peter was an Hebrew; born in Bethſaida of 
the Prouince of Galilee : he was warricd, and 
his wifes name, as ſome do ſay, was Perpetua, 
"daughter of Ariſtobu]us ,- Saint Bainabys - 
Brother. Saint Andrew was Saint Peters elder 
Brother : and they both earned their living 
by fſhing.SaintAndrew came to know Chrilt 
our Saviour by ſome words which he heard 
Saint Iohn Baptiſt , whoſe diſciple be was, to 
ſpeak of him. He followed him to his lodging, 
and flaid, with him a day. And being wonder- 
fully taken and raviſked with his divine dif- 
cours, he came to vnderſtand that he was the 
Meſſias, whem ali the people et Iitael exper- 
&d.Whercfore he went preſently to acquaint 
His Brother with what he had found, and bro- 
ught him vnto our Lord. And our Lord look- 
ipg vpon him,told him not only bis owne but 


E will gather the life of the moſt 
eloriousPrince of of the Apoſtles, 


elues, ſticking to the Charch with that con. 


or ſhake them. Saint Peter was not at thist,. 
me made a diſciple of Chriſt : but ſome days 
after ; when our Sauiour walking by the p 
(bore , ſaw him and his Brother Andrey fiſh. 
ing : and called them vato him faying: « 
yee after me : and I will make you 'ficher; 
men : and they immediatly obeying the yoic 
and calling of our Lord, forſook their Nets 
and bark, and litle houſe, and all afteRionts 
the world : and followed Chriſt their Maſte; 
like true and good diſciples : delivering them. 
ſelucs to be wholy direRed and gouerned by 
him. | | 

The favors which our Lotd ſhewed ynth 
Saint Peter were fo wany and great, that al 
theApoſiles reſpected him as their eldeſt Bro. 
ther:and I when they reckonthe 
Apoſtles , though they change and varythe 
order of the reſt : yet agree always in giving 
Saint Peter the hiſt place ; intimatingandde. 
claring thereby that next to ourLordleſus he 
was the Head and Prince of the Apoſtles,s, 
Peter conſtantly accompanied our Lordeyen 
io the moſt ſacred and ferret Myſteries :a; 
when he was tranſhgured on Mount Thabor, 
when he raiſed the daughter of Tairus, Prince 
ot the Synapog : and when he retired himſelf 
from his diſciples for to pray in the garden. 
was Saint Peters bark , into which Chiiſt en- 
tred, for topreach vnto the people, that ſtood 
ypon the ſhore, ſor to hearc hisdivine words: 
leauing the other ſhips : tolet vs vnderſtand 
that from Saint Peters ſhip the heaucoly and 
Evangelical doArin was to be taught andpu- 
bliſhed,” Finally Saint Peter was the man, 
whom God choſe to be his Vicar on catth, 
and to be the only and vniverſal Paſtor ofhis 
whole Church : vnto whom he gauethekej3 
of his treaſury,and the diſpenſation oftheine* 
ſtimable price of his Blood and our Redeap- 
tion. And for to make hica become his wonty 
Miniſter and Paſtcr, he adorned him withal 
graces and veitues ſutable to ſo higha chat- 
| geanddignity. he gauc himagreat and pro- 


Wm: 


alio his {athers name;and withal that he was to | 


have an other Name. 7 bor xt Szmon ((aithour 
Saujobr vnto him) thor +halt be calied Cepbas: 


tound humility : whercof we have 2 notable 
proof; when the holy man having dravn 
Vp an incredible abundance of jfilh in the 


which in the Syriack or Chaldean language 
is the lame that Peter : and Peter is as much 
to ſay as 4 Rock, Whereby our Lord would 
giueto vnderſtand that whereas be hiclclt is 
the firſt and fundamental ſtone , whereupon 
the whol edifice ot the Church is principally 
and properly built : fo doth he communicat | 
and- impart this dignity and title of Rock or 

ſtone ,and the qualitys ct it to Saint Peter : 

that vpon him as a moſt firm and ſtrong, 

though ſecondary ſoundaticn, the reſt of the | 


place where our Sauiour had bid him cl 
forth his nets : notwithſtanding be hat 
ſpent the whol night before _— n 
vain, and not being able to take one fingl 
fiſh : he was wholy Rarpriſed and aſtoni 
and cucn beſides himſelf for admiration :al 
caſting himſclf at our Lords feet,begd of him 


to depart from bim : for that he was 4 finua, 


and not worthy to abide in his holy companſe 
And when our Bleſſed Saviour offeredto! 
his tet; with the ſame ſurprilaland _ 


ſtancy and ſtability ; that all the pow 200 
force of hell may notbe able dean by | 
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he cryed out : Lord, doſt thou wasb my feet! anc 
early acknowledging his vaworthines, 


* keadded: thag 5418 no Yak my feet for ever. 


rerwards be obcycd, and permitted 
abate. his feet, —_ our Saviour thre- 
aned him that Þe ſhould haue no part with 
him. Our Lord imparted vnto him a great 
anh , wherewith being illuminated and paſ]- 
no cuer all viſible, and created things he yn- 
lerſtood with an intallibleand Certain know- 
lege, that [clus was the ſon of the living God, 
and withal true God : and made a ſolemn pro- 
&fon of this faith : and in recompence of 
this ſo ſublime and admirablc confeſſion , our 
Lord ſetled vpon him the Supremacy of his 
Church, Our Lord adorned and repleniſhed 
hishappy ſoutke witha moſt ſweet and tender 
loge which be bore lefus , dchiring to keep 
continually in bis holy company, and never 


tobe ſeparated from him. Whereupon when. 


ſame othe 1s ottbe diſcipleviett Chriſt for that 
they were (candalized with his doAtrin of his 
Body and Blood , which they could not-vn- 
trftand : and our Saviour faid tothe reſt that 
fayed with him : Will you alſo go avay? Saint 
Peter anſwered reſolutly : Domine ad quem 
ilimus? werba wite eterne babes. Lord, unto 
Flom 1ball we go? thou baſs the words of eternall 
liſe: and without thee we perish and dy. From 
the fame loue proceeded thote words of his, 
whilſt he was vpon Mount Thavor : Domine, 
he#m off nos bic eſe. L014, 33 good for ws to be 
bre-For he knew he could be ao where better 
then with Chriſt : he thought 1t alſo good to 
exhort qur Sauiour not to dy : for he did not 
jet vnderitand the incftable Myſtery of our 
Redemption. The ſame loue moueg hun at the 
altand myſtical Supper of our Lord, to be ſo 
dfrous to know who that traitor was who 


| tadalredy ſold our Lord to his caemies. For 


bad be knuYon biz , ſaith Saint Chryſottom , he 
kunld bawe gon nere to baue pulled him in pee- 
ts This itrong Jouc forced him two leueral 
times to caſt himſelf into the [ea , for to come 
lle ſooner vnto his deare Mallet : for his bart 
bal not the patience to expe vntill the 
buk , whereia he was with his fellow d1jcis 
pks, arrzucd to the ſhoare , or camc nerc to 
us Maſter. With this ſame loue he offered 
timſe]t oſt couragioully to ail ſorts of diffi- 
Culties , and dangers ; yea to vaderga death 
ielffor his good Lord : although he was per- 
uitted afterwards to fall and deny him:to the 
fnd that Saunt Peter might wore clearly dif- 
Wycr his weaknes,, and vaderitand,that how 
lighly focger he was favored of Almighty 

, he was yet 4 man : and might learn to 
le compaſſion and beare with the infirmi- 
ies of his brethren : and to encreaſe his 
werit,y lamenting and bewailing his offen- 
,40d making ſatisfafion for it with moſt 
[8orous pennance during the whol courtc ot 


| 
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his life : for be lived 'moſt ſparingly of bread 
and olives, or,as writeth Saint Gregory Nazi. *—— 
anzen , of an vnſauoury Kind of puls called , 29+ , 
lupines: and if vpon occalion he was to make Iy NT. 
better cheer , he added to his cours fair akew 
herbes. This ſame loue armed him with fo 
great and vndanted a courage , that he oppoe 
{ed hirſelf againſt a great troup of ſoldiers 
and armed men : and ventured to ſtrike and 
wound the ſeruant ofthe high Pricſt,that was 
one of the forwardeſt among them, For he 
thought he might refiſt force with force , not 
knowing the diſpenſation of God. In fine the 
loue ot Saint Peter for his Lord and Maſter 
leſus Chriſt , was fo exceeding great : that 
when our Sauiour had examined him three 
times about it , Whether be lowed bim more them 
the reſt of the diſciples did : and SaintPeter cone 
feffed how extremly he loucd him : he recome 
mended vnto him his flock, and made him 
vniuerlal Paſtor of his Church:which charge 
and office Saint Peter began ro exerciſe immes 
diatly after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt our Saui» 
our into heauen : for as the Apoſtles and diſe 
ciples were all aſſembled together in one 
room, he propoſed vnto them, that they were 
to chooſe an other Apoſtle in place of ſudas 
the traitor ; and the Jot falling vpon Saint 
Matthias, he was counted and reckoned as» 
moog the twelue Apolltles, $i 
Atter the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, Saint 
Peter was the firſt that preached vnto the 
lews, and taught them the hidden Myſtery of 
the Croſs, with ſo great zeal and feruor, that 
at one ſermon he conuerted three thouſand z 
and.ſoon after , five thoyſand ſoules to the 
knowlege and loveof our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
He was the firſt that confirmed the Evangelie 
cal doftrin by working of miracles ; beging» 
ing with that poore man, who had bin lame 
from his birth : and fat cuery day at the porch 
of the Temple,to beg almes: whom Saint Pee 
ter taking by the hand , raiſed vp, and made 
him whol and {ound to the great admiration 
and aſtoniſhment ot the people. And the mi+ 
racles and ſupernatural operations whichGod 
wrought by him were moſt ſtrange and ſtu» 
pendiovs: for he caſt forth divelsfrom poſlefe 
{cd perſons; and healed all that were flick of 
what diſcaſes ſacver : in ſo much that from 
other citys they brought all that were infirm 
ynto Icruſalem: and expoſcd them in the ſtre= 
ets and publick places, that as. Peter paſſed 
by his ſhadow migl:t touch ſome one of them: 
and not only the party that was ſo touched, 
but allo all the reit that were there preſent, 
recciucd by that meansthe beactit. The like 
to which auracle we donotread to have bin 
don by any other Saint, no not cuen by our 
Samovr himſelf. For in this point it pleaſed. 
his divine Maicſty that his ſeruane ſhould do 
greater wonders then he had wrought himſelf: 


Q9449 not 
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not that Saint Peter could do any thing by his 


' Owne power , but by the power and vertue of 


his aid Lord and maſter. For , as we ſaid, and 
and it is Saint -Chryſoſtoms vbſeruation,our 
Lord did not heale him alone, that was touch - 
ed by his Apoſtles ſhadow : but, which is far 
more admirable, when the ſhadow reached as 
far as any one of the paticots, both he and all 
his companions were cured. And Saint Luke 
fignifiethasmuch in theſc words : they brought 
forth their fuck into the ſireets, andlayd them in 
beds and conches ; that as Peter came, his shadov 
might ouercaſt at lea## ſome one of them * and 
they might all be deliered from their infarmities. 
And it was no ſmal miracle which he wro+ 
ught vpon Ananias, and his wife Saphira, that 
fell dead at his feet. For they having giuen to 
Goda peece of ground, arid fold it ; brought 
the price of ittotheApoltles, but not the whol 
ſumm, for they retained part of it to themſel- 
ves. Which vofaithfoll proceeding of theirs 
our Lord chaſtiſed ſeucrely by the mouth cf 
Saint Peter ,as a ſouerain Tvdge. And by this 
notorious document he would warn vs ail 
with what truth and ſincerity he will be ſerued 
by vs : ſeing that cuen in this world he doth 
vie ſomuth rigor towards thoſe, who permit- 
ting themſclues to be blinded with couctoul. 
nes, dodefraud his Maieſty of what they pro- 
miſed him. Saint Peter alſo being full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, when the Princes of the Iews 
commanded the Apoſtlesnot to preach ol te- 
ach the Name of Ilefus, anſwered in the Name 
of all the reſt with fing ular courage and for- 
titude : that they cwuid nut forbeare to ſpeak 
What they bad ſeen and beard : and that they 
Tere to obey God more then men. Moreouer 
Saint Peter together with Saint Iohn, with 
the aduice and conſent ofthe other Apoſtles, 
went into Samaria : to the end that thoſe that 
were there converted vnto the faith might 
receiue the holy Ghoſt: He 1t was that by a 
particular revelation { when in a vihon was 
repreſented vnto him that myſterious ſheet 
tull of ſerpents and ſuch like vile creatures ) 
firſt preached the Goſpel vnto the Gentils : 
and conaucrted Cornelius the Centurion with 
all his family : and by his preaching commu: 
nicated ynto them the Holy Ghoſt , and the 
vift of tongues, For it was our Lords picalure 
that Saint Peter , who was the Head of the 
Chuirch, ſhould be the firſt that preached the 
Goipcl both to Iews and Gentils, that were 
to be vated and ioined together in the ſame 
Church, as in one fold : that by this means 
they might all know , obey , and reuercnec 
Saint Pcter ;and all Chriſtians in following 
ages might cuer acknowlege the true Succe(- 
for of Saint Peterifor their head and Faſtor. 
The holy Apoſtle paſſed over all Tory , cn+ 


lightvin with his doarin the inhabitants of 
It , and filling them with acmiration of his | 


4 


lags :h his Apoſtoli- 
lation, for to exc and cſtabliſhbi xe Chair 


miracles, Amongſt which was very marka(e 


that he wrought at Lydda,vpon the perfondl 


Acneas , who had bin eight yeaxes ſick inbed7,, B* 


of the palſey, And what he did in loppe raif 
to life Tabitha a charitable and godly os, 
He paſſed oucr alſothe Prouincesof Ponty; 
Galatia , Cappadocia , Aſia , and Bithinia: 
planting in them our holy Religion, ordainung 
Prieſts , conſecrating Biſhops : ſethng and 
eſtabliſhing whatſoever he ſaw tobe neceſſary 
for the good order and goucrnment of the 
Church. And when ne cametothecity of An. 
tioch, whilſt he performed there the duty of 
a vigilant and induſtrious Paſtor , he indured 
at the beginning many affronts and injuries: 
yet there he ſet vp his Pontifical Chair ;and 
all the faithfull had-recours vato him, afoan 
oracle, in their doubts and difficulties, Saint 
Peters Chair was leuen ycares at Antioch 
not that the Apoſtle did fo ty himſelf totha 
City as conſtantly to reſide there: for having 
the care and charge of allChurches lying vpan 
him: he was forced to go vp and downto {e- 
ueral places, as their neceſſity required and 
called vpon him. But ht is ſaid tohauc held 
his Chair at Antioch for ſeuen yeares, forthat 
there was his ordinary abode, Coming once 
to Texuſalem he was apprehended andcommi- 
tted to priſon by command of King Herod: 
whofor to oblige the Ie ws, had beheadedSaint 
Iames the Great, Brother ofSaint Iohn Euan- 
geliſt : and to giue them full content, reſolued 
alſo to put Saint Peter to death , as the Head 
of the Chriſtians, captain and Maſter ofallthe 
reſt, The whol Church reſented extremly this 
blow : and made continuall and feruent pr 
yer to our Lord for to deliuer Saint Peter out 
of Herods hands, and to proted him from that 
raucnous wolt, leaſt the flock of Chriſt might 
come to be difperſed and vndon for want of 
its Paſtor , and their prayers were not fruſtrat 
with Almighty God, for hedeliuered SaintPc- 
ter in that manner which is kt down inthe 
Ads of the Apoſtles. 

T welue yearcs after Chriſts Aſcenſion(dv- 
ring which time the Apoſtles , by ancaprel 
command of our Sauiour, asfome graue Aus 
thors have left writen, had preached only vato 
the Jews) the ſaid Apoſtles diuided the whol 
world among them, every one takin that 
part and prouince of it , which by 3 peciil 
inſpiration and inſtint of the Holy Ghoſthc 
vnderſtood to be allotted him by Almighty 
God : for now the time was come for thecall 
ivg of the Gentils : arid for the bright aod 
{plendent beams of the Goſpel to be blazed 
through out-the world , and the erivmphant 
itandard of Icſus to be planted in all parts 
the earth. Our glorious Saint Peter came (0 
Rome , as he was commanded by the Holy 
Ghoſt, from whom he hada particulat Reuc- 


w_ 


ſt, 


* 4+ S338 HYD EO 8D gUUs GG eee re oor LR, 


=” 
= I 


ZEESE 


bd Boo os Foo oz, _ 1 —= Goof ++ 


— - - 


cre 


© 5+ fo fon * BD 


_”_ 


=,  - — 7 © > Ri. 7 


by » Id , A - . 
j Sd .asalſo to confute ahd counfound Si. 


«xl Chair there: and to make that City which 


vs the Head , Queen and Miſtriſs of the 
' become alſo Head of the Catholick 


yon the magitian , deadly enemy of Chrilts 
Goſpel : who was come to Rome : and by his 
oſt wicked and diabolical ſightsand practi- 
{ had ſo inchantcd and betorted the minds 
1nd harts of the (people of Rotne , that they 
emed him a God, as he gaue himſelf out to 
cap bonored and worſhipped him as ſuch, 
wing conſecrated 3 ſtatue vnto him. For the 
welaſting and irreconciliable enemy of God 
indman the divel, knowing that by the ver- 
me and power of the Crofs he was to be dri- 
negolit of the world : and be difpoſſeſt ofthe 
logiaion and rule, which he had moſt vniu» 
fly and tyranoiCally viurpt : that idols were 
whe overthrown and caſt to the ground;and 
tis force and authority extremly weakned and 
lininiſhed : endevored , for the prevention 
dthe great lofles and damages, which he fe- 
xd would ſoon befall him, to raiſe vp a new 

in counteruail .and —_ to 
tbeChurchof God, that now began to flotiſh, 
and was to ſpread and dilate iticlf with great 
hlndor and Maiefty throughout all coun- 
vezsof the world. For this purpoſe he pick: 
at Siron Magus , 4 fit inſtrument, as he tho- 


wht,to give check'to Simon Peter : that what - 


axe ſhould do by force of truth anc the ſpirit 
«God;the other ſhogld marr and 91,0 again 
bythe ſpirit offalfity and operation of Sathan, 
vint Peter went planting the Catholick 
Churchin the Name &f the moſt blefled Tri- 
nity Father,Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Ard Simon 
te mapitian by A moſt impious oitcntation 
cipning that he was God , Father, Son , and 
floly Ghoſt ; deluded the people, and with- 
wewthem from the taith and knowlege of our 
lod, Saint Peter with his keauenly doQrin 
watle all thoſe that heard and belicucd him; 
tome teayenly and divine: and Simon by 
lis peruers and impious doAtin infe&ed mens 
latswith all kind of peſtilence and abomina- 
wn, Saint Peter with wonderfull figns and 
atural operations confirmed his doctrin 

«0d Ris preachitg, And Simon with falſe and 
ſiog miracles and ſubtil1 deluſions, wrought 
Ijide divel, dazled the eyes ot the filly people 
aiolowed and adored him :for he was the 
we minifler ,ſo wile , cunning , and crat- 
y.that Saint Ignatius the Martyr tiles bim 
te deft ſor of $ath an: Saint Juſtin, Scint Ire- 
ws, Saint Epiphanius ſay that be was the m14- 
fe ind fiſt author of all errors and hei efies, 
hiclt encounter between theſe two Si- 
vs begary in Samaria, where Simon magus 
born and bred:: tor when SaintPeter and 
int lohn came thither , as we ſaid before, 
adby the poſition of their bands imparted 
keboly Gholt tothe faithfull ; Simon magus, 


aſtoniſhed to ſce ſucha wonder ; and excee- 
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ding ambitious of the like power, offered mo- 


ny to the holy Apoſtles , that he mighthaue 
/ the lame priuilepe and prerogatiue of giuing 
tie holy Ghoſt ro-whom he pleaſed, by impo- 
fiog vpon thera his hands : thinking that the 
guitt of God was to be fold and bought tor 
mony:tor whichS.Peter reprehended him moſt 
({barply; and exhorted him to pennance, Then 
Sinon Magus leauing Samaria, went to other 
places ; and preaching many abſurdities and 
lies, peruerted 2 multitude of people , where- 
ſocuer he caine..And Saint Peter followed him 
trom place to place , for todilpers the black 
and dark clowds which he raiſed jn mens 
minds by his diabolical tricks and flights; and 
to yabeguile thoſe that had lighely belecucd 
bim, and eſteemed him to be the ſoucrain ver 
tuc of God, «And whea this miagirian , flying 
{till trom the 4poſtle,came at length to Rome 
our Lordcommanded'Ss. Peter to go thither 
\lfo : as well to remoue that obſtacle and imn- 
pediment of Chriſtian Religion : as alfo to 
'place in that Imperial City his Pontifical Scat, 
as we ſaid. | 
The holy Apoſtle then departed from Anti- 

och, and took his10rncy to Rome , being ac« 
companicd with his diſciple Saint Mark,who 
afterwards writ the Goſpel,and Saint eApofiin - 
zaris, whom he conſecrated Biſhop of Rayens 
na : Saint <Martialis, whom he ferit mto Fra» 
| Dce: Saint Ruſs , whom he made Biſhop of. 
Capua : and ſome athers of his holy diſciples, 
' fn this iorney , as writeth Mctaphialtes, he 
| came into Sicily : and there 1s 2 tradition that 
he was at Naples : and to this very day all do 
beare A moſt regerent reipe to the place, 
where he celebrated holy Maſs. He centred ins 
to Rome on the cighticnth of January , in the 
{our and fourtieth yeare of our Lord, and fe» 
cond of the Raign of Claudius Emperor , aC+ 
cording to the more probabie opinion of Eu- 
ſcbius ard Saint Ierom:though ſome Authors 
do ſay that it wasthe third yeare of his Empi-- 
re, and five and fourticth of our Sauiour : on 
that very day which the holy Church hath 
dedicated to Saint Peters Chair at Rome: as 
| we declared on the day of that folemnity. 
| This was 4 moſt happy and fortunat day for 
that city, yeaandetor the whol world ; which 
wasto be lightaed with the ſouerain beames 
of his brightnes , and watered with the whol- 
ſom and plentifull ſtreams that Howed from 
the Chair of Saint Peter, as from) 2 continuale 
ly running and divine fountain; for to make 
truitfull all provinces,nations, and countreys 
of the world. 4nd this holy and glorious eA- 
poſtle confſideririg and embracing them all 
with his vigilant andPaſtoral care and ſolicitu- 
de,prouided them all with goodand holy Pas 
itors and teachers : and ſent into Italy. Spaine 
France, «Attica, Sicily , andother Ilands _ 
I 
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ral Biſhops andPrieſts,for to teach and preach 
an.| illuminate them withthe light ofthe glo- 
ry of Chriſts Goſpel. He ſent into Sicily the 
Saints Pancratins, Marcian Berillus,and Pbi- 
lip. Saint Priſcus to Capua, Saint aſpernates to 
Naples, 5a:z:t Epaphroditss to Taracina,J aint 
Ptolomy- to Nepe , Saint Romulus to Fieſoli , 
Saint Paulinus to Luca, Saint Apollinorts to 
Raucrna , $4:#t Expropius to Verona, Saint 
Proſdocimus to Padua, Satut Hrus to Pavia to 
Aquilcia he ſent firit Saint «Mark ,and aficr- 
wards Ja:nt Hermagoras.Ilnto France he ſent, 
Saint «eMartialis , Snint Maternus, Saint TV4- 
lerias Saint Sixtur, Saint Trophimus Saint 34- 
winianss, and Saint Tulian :and into Spain S. 
Torquatus Saint Telipbontins, Saint Secundes. 
Saint Indaletius, Saint Cealius, Saint Eftcbins, 
$, Enpbraſius,and others. And Metaphraltes 
writes thatthe Apoſtle went himſcitin perſon 
into Spain, and paſſed oucr into Bretavy or 
England liked truc ſun', warming all places 
with his heat, and gi'ding them with his ray+, 
For being conſtituted by Almighty God vni- 
fall Paſtor, he tcak care of all, and provided 
what was neceſſary and conuenient ſor all. 
And Saint Cyprian ſtiles the Sea of Rome the 
Rooteor eMother Church , for that not only bis 
Church of Carthage, but alſo all the reſt of Mau- 
rit ania and Numidia , Which Were Suffragans 
of Carthage ,, bad receined the faith from thence. 
Saint Gregory Pope writing tothe Biſhops of 
Numidia, tells them that they had bin firſt en- 
lightned wvith our byly faith by the Apoſtle Saint 
Peter. For which reaſon Pope Innocent writ. 
eth to Decennius. that Saint Peter by bimſelf 
and by his diſciples ana/ucceſsors, founded Chur- 
ches in many nations and prouinces of the World. 
It isalmoſt incredible, and can not be expreſ- 
ſed by any man, what wonderfull fruit, ig or- 
der to the conuerſion af foules , the glorious 
Apoſtle wrought at Rorme:how he ditcouered 
the deceits, ouzithrew the machinationsand 
crafty plots , and difſolucd all the diabolicall 
operations of SimonMagus:whor by his com- 
ipg be chaſed fromthe city:and what an infinit 
multitude he brought for to ſee the light, and 
imbrace the verity of the Euangelical do&rin: 
and what ſtrange wonders and miracles Al- 
mighty God d1d work by him: notwithſtand- 
ing the perpetual oj poſition and contradidti- 
on he ſuftered from the Iews: who vpon this 
occalion raifed tuwultsin the city. Wherefore 
the Emperor Claudius in the ninth yeare of 
his Raign,commanded all lews,as fationsand 
ſeditivus people to go out of Rome. By this 
roclamation Saint Petcr allo withdrew him- 
ſelt irow the city (if notwithſtanding he was 
not gon before jour Lord ſo ordaining, that he 
ſhould viſt again in perſonthe EaſternChure 
ches,and celebrate at Ierujalem the firſt Coun- 
ci], which ever was held .in the Church ; any 
compole the differences and debates which 
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wereriſen between thoſe that were cenyert, 
ed tothe faith of Chriſt from Iudaiſme wy 


from paganiſme: which were come to 4 ore., 0 
height, and cauſed no ſcall troublesig 4, I 


Church. For (as it is recorded in the Adsof 
the « Apoſtles) the converted Lews out ofthe: 
zeal of their old law , woald'have thegeni 
that were baptized,to be alſo Crcumciſed ang 
maintained moſt Rify that they could nots, 
therwiſe be ſaued. And the Gentils on the 
other ſide would not be ſubicd to the tio 
of circumciſion : perſwading themſelyes ( - 
they were in the right )that by faith in oy 
Lord Iefus Chriſt , and boly Baptiſme ard 
000d works, they ſhould obtain eternal falu 
tion. And the diſpute went ſo far ,thatit yy 
thought neceflary for Saint Paul andSaintBy. 
naby to go to Ierulalem ; and to Propoſe the 
quettion to Saint Peter , Saint James the Juſ 
Biſhop of the ſaid city, Saint Iohn Ruangeliſ 
and tone others of the principal diſciples of 
our Lord, In this council it was defined tht 
ſo heauy an{ burdenſom an obligation 
ſhould not be fut vpon the gentils , whathe. 
ver the lews pretended , for that the Yau 
Teſus Chriſt is the only cauſe of our ſaluating: 
they cnadied alſo a decree Concerning via 
wasto be obſcrued by the Chriſtians which 
they ſent vnto them by Saint Paul an 


. Saint Barnaby : who went accompanied yith 


Iudas and Silas : two ofthe prime diſciples; 
in Which decice the Apoſtles do ſpeak ſodek, 
nitiucly , and with ſuch abſolut adtaority, as 
to ſay: it hath ſeemed good to the Holy Ch 
and to vs : to lay no further burden when »s 
thex theſe neceſsary things that you abſtain fry 
the things immolated to idolls , andblood and 
that hich is flranzled , and fornication. | 
Saint Peter, hauing diſpatched his affais 
in Icruſalem , and Iury , and thoſe caſte 
parts, returned bark to Rome, paſſing by E- 
gyptand Africa , as Metaphraſtes writeth.Hc 
n.ade the more haſt in this iorney,for thathe 
vacerſtood that Nero had ſucceeded Claudius 
in theEwpire, who was a great fiend ofne- 
cromancers and magitians, and ent for then 
from all places,and had them in great eſteem 
and honor : and particularly invited Simon 
Magus", whom Saint Peter had made before 
to fly from Rome, as we faid , and did highly 
reſpett him, belicuing him to be a God,orſ0- 
mediuine vertuc. For this firſt begotten of$ 
than ( {aith Anaſtaſus Nicenus) by his diabo- 
lical arts and enchantwents wrought mary 
ſens and falſe miracles, which made the pec- 
ple to look vpon him and admire him. Heau- 
de ſtatues to walk , he transformed himlelfine 
to the ſhape of a Serpent and other beaſts: be 
walked vpon hot-gloing coales and receiued 
no hurt : he would fly in the ait : he tured 
ſtones into bread ; he opened doresthat were 


faſt lockt without toucking them: be broke 
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- veces iron bands that were about the 


| od feet of priſoners , and deliuered 


vhom he pleaſed : and many ſuch like won- 
les, vain» counterfait , and in appearance : 
. hich he did wonderfully draw the people 
) . : ypon him and admire him.But beſides 
the ſo 5 At | 
« deteſtable impoſtor and ſorcerer : 
fe bio 4 moſt horrible and dreadfall 
fre at ROME » that laſted fix days and ſeuen 
riohts, which conſumed 4 great part of the 
=. whether it fell out by accident, or, as 
”. Auchors affirm , by A ſecret and privar 
" wand of the Emperor Nero, whodefired 
take hence an occaſion to petſecute the 
chriſtians , as the aubors of the burning of 
ke cry. Certain it is that hence began the firſt 
cytion againſt the Church: andthat Nero 
numerable Chriſtians to death by moſt 
aquiſt and horrible torments , as cuen pais 
lin aithors do affirm, to wit Syvetonius, Ta- 
ns, aod Dio.By teaſon of this vnſufferable 
melty of the tyrant, the Chriſtians that lived 
ten at Rome, Were ſorcly afflifted and frigh- 
e/:many Jay bidden in caues and grotts;and 
xetelike poore diſperſed and ſcattered ſhees 
ſc, in great perplexity , anguiſh, and trouble: 
pdconſequently ſtood in need of their good 
þ:for, for to gather theas together , harten 
tem, and detend them ; and expoſe himſelf 
curagiouſly for to endure the ſhock, and ke- 
poſtrom them the enraged cruelty ofthat fi- 
ace and furious lion {fot ſo 'S. Paul ſtileth Ne- 
»)that ſought nothing more theft) to deuour 
kn, Andalthough the ſame S. Paul was al- 
rdy come to Rowe, and by Lis preſence did 
m<comfort , trengthen and encourage the 
Chnſtians : yer-tor the forlaid reaſons it was 
convenient that Saint Peter ſhould come thi- 
ter alſo, as being the particular Biſhop of 
lone ,and vniuerſal Paſtor of our Sauiours 
lock, 
kint Peter being returned to Rome , and 
ling by bis very fight and pteſence wonder- 
uly comforted the fairbfull,and armed them 
vith generous vigor , courage,and reſoluti» 
"; without delay encounters with his old 
aealaty and antagoniſt, Simon Magus : and 
Wtrwany queſtions and diſputations : the A- 
alle offers him this condition that there 
beult be brought before them , the corps of 
ileal man ,and that whether of them two 
wud raife him! and reſtore him again to life, 
bould be eſteemed to be the Preacher of 
wud: the condition being accepted and a- 
peed vpon,, A dead corſe was brought into 
lit r00me: and although Simon by ſorcery 
udpradtiſes of the diucl ; made hiny tomouc 
at{iichis head , ſo that the people belicued 
be was alive, yet after all he remained 
bildezd as he was before : andthe ſanders by 
Kitemed and confefied that Simon Magus 


crfionand ouerthrow of ſoules, wrou- | 
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| was buta iuvggler and a coſener. Then Saint +<—— 
Peter , having firſt prayed vntoour Lord, re. . 29» 
ſtored the dead man torperfeR lifeand health IVNE! 


before the eyes of ingumerable people ; that 
were there preſent , who being conuinced b 
ſo ſtrange yet moſt certain and infallible 2 
miracle, confeſſed that the «Apoſtle yas the 
Preacher and Dotlor of trub : and that Simon 
vas full of vanity, deceit , and lying. But the 
magitian , as he was extremly incenfed and 
inraged for to be ouercome, and perpetually 
controlled and confounded by Saint Peter : 
and to have loſt the cſtimatiorr and afeRion 
of the Romans: told them that ſeing they we- 
re ſo ſemeleſs as to reief} bim andbeliene Peter | 
be would command bis Angels,euen in their pre- 
ſence , and before their wery eyes, for to cary bim 
in the air;and that he would aſcend into heanen > 
Whence in punichment of their ingratitude , he 
Would ſend them moſt bideons and voful miſe- 
ries and calamities. And when he had appoin- 
ted a ſunday for to take his flight vp to heauen, 
Saint Auguſtin relates, and itis I tradition 
receiued trom many authors ;thatthe Apoſtle 
faſted ,and commanded all the Chriſtians alſo 
to faſt the ſaturday before, forto obtain of our 
Lord the vitory ouer that moſt wicked and 
peruers enemy:and ourLord granted it. For on 
the day appointed, Simon Magus before all 
the people got vp intoa high and conſpicuous 
place : and trom thence, by the aſſiſtance and 
miniſtery of the diuels, began tofly and ſoare 
Vpto heauea : to the great admiration an 
aittoniſhment of all the people , who reſorte 
thither for to behold this ſpeQacle : and being 
ſtrangely ſtruck with ſuch a new and prodigi- 
ous thing crycd out that Simon Was What be 
profeſſed himſelf to be the holy and trueGod,But 
the blefled Apoſtle Saint Peter ſeing the come 
motion of the people, and Simons yanity,and 
the divelsguile and deceits, lifting vp his eyes 
towards heauen , with fingular humility and 
confidence, prayed vnto our Lord :and then 
with aloud and diſtin& voice commanded the 
internal fpitits to quit the magitian , andtolet 
bim fall, And at the very inſtant , they being 
forced to obey , ieft him : and the nuſerable 
wretch , being hurled down with great vio« 
lence , broke his legs. A iuſt iudgment of Al- 
mighty God , that he ſhould be able to walk 
no more ypon carth,that had bin ſo arrogant 
as to venture to fly yp to heauen :and thathe 
ſhould looſe the vſe of his feet, that had bor» 
rowed wings of the diucl: and that all might 
come to vnderſtand, how much more power- 
full was the prayer of the Apoſtle then the 
preſumption of the magitian : and the vertue 
of God to throw him down, then the operati« 
on ot the diuel to raiſe him vp. SaintPcter 
would not haue him to fall down dead, to the 
end the vnfortunat man might haue ſome ti- 


me to acknowlepe his fault , if he would ,and 


Rexre repent: . 
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as alſothat the people ſeing him alive in that 


-m— {aq plight, might be better confirmed 1n the 


29, 
Ivns. 


. 


truth. But the next day the molt vnhappy and 
obſtinat Simon diced at Ariza, 4 village not far 
from Rome, whither he got himſeltto be ca- 
ried. Saint Peter was victorious , and renow- 
ned with honor and glory : for hauing ſo hap- 
pily concluded 4 long and tedious Cebate , lo 
matkable and of ſo great inportance : and 
havinglo ſcaſonably quelld and deſtroyed an 
infernal monſter, that ſpoiled, inle&ed ,and 
anoyed bv and canth. The Chriſtians 
received hereby preat conſolation, aud the 


ern filled with admiration and can- 
fon. And the tyrant Nero was outragiouſly 


wad, beipg deprived ot his trend that was e- 
minent in the black art of necromancy : for 
which he had a wonderfull great efteem and 
affection for him : wherciore turning his 
fury von S. Peterand S Paul,he commanced 
them both to be apprehended : though there 
were an other occaſion of this his indignation 
towards them, no lels perhaps then the for- 
wer. Andit was this. Among the Romans that 
by the preaching of the Apoſtles had embra- 
ced the holy faith , there were divers great 
Ladies and matrons: who together with Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſme receiued the grace and gift of 
chaſtity : which they endcuoured to maintain 
with all care and diligence , chaſtening their 
bodies, mortiſying tÞcir appetits, and being 
wholy aucrſed from the world, and the de- 
lights and pleaſures of it. But particularly there 
were two, who having heretofore lived too 
fawiliarly and wantenly with the Emperor, 
now withdrew themſelves from his company 
and converſation : and could not be brought 
to humour his luſttull appetits, neither by in- 
treaties and oficis ot kindnes , nor by any (c- 
uerity and threats. Hcreupon Nero , who was 
no leſs carnal then cruel, became furious, and 
blind with paſhon: to; he thought that no 
body was to refilt him in any thing , or refuſe 
to ſubmit to his will and pleaſure. Wherefore 
being informed that theſe women were beco- 
me Chriſtians, and vpon that account denied 
to obey his pervers will;he tcl! fariouſly vpon 
the Maſters ang Dodors of that law «nd pro- 
feſſion, tor having taught theſe women to be fo 
conſtant in maiata:ining chaſtity, Which as it 
isa beauenly and Ang.lical ver: ve,and pecu- 
liar vnto th* Goſpel : fo bauc the Preachers 
otthe Golpel molt bizhly prailed and recom» 
mended it vnto Chrituuns; and tothe endirt 
might be heldin g:eater eitumation among vs, 
our Lord bath oiCained that his beſt beloued 
ſeruants and ficnds ſhould loole their lives in 
dc fenſe of chaſtity : as $.-lohn Baptiſt , Saint 
Mathew Apoſtleand Evangeliſt : and the rwo 


- plotious Princes of the Apoſtles, Saint Peter 
and S. Paul: of whom we are now intreating, 


| 


| dark and loathſom, where they werede 


oſtles, Vicar ofTeſus Chrig 


caſt into a dungeon, called «Mamerting; 
b 


Ver 


nine months not without greatproft and be. 
nefit of their Keepers and gards, For Proceſs 


| ll . > 
andMartinianus with diuers others werehy; 


Pcters preaching conuerted vnto the þg) 
faith, and became illuſtrious Martyrs * ws 
Lord. And that there might not be wars 
water for their Baptiſme : from the very al 
of the priſon there | prurg vÞ miraculouſ 3 
fountain , which to this day isextantinth, 
ſame place , continually running , and neu 
dry : ſo that, whercas at certainleaſongo(the 
yeare , a moſt numerous concours of people 
reſorts thither out of their deuotion to thehy, 
ly Apoſtles, and all otthemdo drink of yg 
tountain, there never failes water in greaty 
bundance for to contentthem all. 

The time now drew nere that theſeg]gj, 
ous Apoſtles were to be = t6 death. Allthe 
Chriſtians lamented and bewailed the lo 
they were to ſuffer by being depriued of thel 
fundamentall pillars , and the two eyes of the 
Church, They importuned Saint Peter, thei 
ſoucrain deare Paſtor , with floods oftears, 
and vnſpeakable ſobbs and ſighs, that forthe 
common good of Chriſts flock he would be 
pleaſed to retire out of the priſon and outef 
the city : and conceale bimiclf for ſometine, 
And although the holy Apoſtle did moſt pal 
fionatly defire to dy for our Lord,yet theyrs- 
yers, teares, importunity and moſt earneſt and 
continual preſſing and vrging of his deat 
ſheep , inforced at length the good iheaphard 
to leaue the priſon and the city for to —_ 
for a while, But as he was going ( ſaith Saint 
Ambroſe, Saint Gregory , and Egelppus)on 
Sauiour Jeſus Chriſt appeared vnto him at i 
place called Sana Maria ad paſus, where 
there is now a litle chapel) between Saintlohn 
Laterans and Saint Sebaſtians : and the Apo- 
ſtle ſceing his good Maſter , and knowing 
bim, ſaid varo him: Domine quo vadir? Ind 
whither doſt thou go? And our Sauiour anſye- 
red : Roman vt amiifgar.f go to Rome tolv 
there crucified again. By which words Saint 
Feter vnderſtood preſently that Chrilt our 
Saviour being now Immontall and gots 


| ous, could not be crucified again in hisomn 


perſon ; but in the perſon ot his diſciple aod 
ſcruant : in whom he deſired to dy hs. 
Wherefore he returned back to Rome andit- 
to the priſon : there to expett and prepate 
bimſelfto dy: and for to comfortand animal 
the faithfull, be recounted ynto them this W- 
lica, exhorting them to be reſigned and cat 
formedto the holy will of God, The ſentence 
given againſt the holy «Apoſtles, a 
Peter as being 4 Tewv should be faſtnedwnto 

Croſs, and Paul , for that he was 4 citizes if 
Rome ,shox1d be beheaded. They were both 


For vpon this account they wers taken and | them cruelly ſcourged before they were l 
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qexecution- And ina Church of our Bleſſed 


' Ladies, called Sana <Maria T1 anjpontina, 
} qhich belongs tO the Carmelits,there are kept 


0 this day » 20d held in great venerationthe 
11;1s, voto which they were tied, whilſt they 
were beaten and ſcourged. The Apoſtles be- 
ing takeD out of priſon were lead forth of the 


gate Trigemins or Oftieaſis ,tor that itis the 


yay to Oſtia : and there taking leaue one cf 
it other with ewbracing and giuing the kiſs 
of peace , they were ſeparated and carricd to 
liferent places. For Saint Peter was led to 4 
jphand eoipent place ofthe Mount Vatican, 
now called Mons aureus the golden mountain, 
happily for that the Frince and Head ofthe 
Ctiich was there crucified, In this place was 
the moſt bleſied Ax oftle ofChriſt fiſt tript of 
tis cloths , and then faſtned with nailes vnto 
icols.to his inexplicable ioy and conſolation 
for 0 fiogular a tauor which his Maſter did 
hm,znd the honor be. beſtowed vpon him, by 
naking him wortby , by this torment of the 
croſs to imitate him, and in ſome ſort, at leaſt 
in the beſt manner that was poſſible for him, 
1o1equite the cordial and. infinit loue,where- 
vith his deare Lord had vouchſated tody firſt 
for him ypon an other Croſs, But eſteeming 
tiuſelfvnworthy to hang vpon the Croſs in 
the ſame poſture and faſhion as his Lord and 
Fiour bad don : he erneſtly beſought the 
miviſters of Iuſtice to crucify him with his 
kead towards the ground and his feet on high: 
by weſt rere ano fiogular bumil:ty, lighting 
ad litle 1egarding his greatec pain in regard 
of his reſpe& and reverence to his Lord and 
Maſter, In this manner Cid the Prince ot the 
apoſtles , Saint Peter , end the cours ot his 
- rot imitating by his Martyrdom, the 
Dath;and by his Crofle, the Croſs of Chrilt; 
ad flanting Chriſtian Religion , and water- 
I0g1t with his Blood 1n that city which was 
llen the ſeat cf the Empire ; and by the cbair 
adſucceſhon cr lineal detcent af Saint Peter 
became the head of all faithtullChriſtiarsthat 
vere diſperſed through the world, dilating 
udiprcadiog itſelf further by the ſpiritual iv- 
nition which now it hath; then cucr it had 
(n by its temporal {way and power. Marcel- 
WaPrieſt with great reucrence and deuction 
wok the Body of S, Peter,and having embaul- 
ved 1it with pretious ointments and atomati- 
al ſpices buried it ſolemnly in a part of the 
Vatican , far from the place where he had bin 
Cucified, Saint Peter was tall , but not cor- 
poent : his face was white and pale ; the hair 
@lis head and berd thick and curled, but not 
0p: hiscyes were black, and as it weredicd 
0 blood for the abundance of teares which 
continually ſhed , eſpecially as often as te 
ad the cock crow , and remembred that he 
lad denied his Maſter, His eyebrows had but 
lte ,or (carce any hair at ail. His noſe lcog, 


ſomw hat flat. * 
The Saints of the primitive Church bore 
ſo great deuotion to i 
of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, that, as writeth 
Saint Auguſtin, they vſcd to place them on 
each fide of the Image of our Sauiour Teſus 
Chriſt, 4nd Euſebius Celarieoſis ſaith thac 
he ſaw two very ancient Images of theſe holy 
Apoſtles : and they are the ſame thatare kept 
to this very day in S. Peters Church at Rome, 
and were ſhown by Saint Silueiter Pope vnto 
Conſtantin the Great , Emperor , when by 4 
revelation and admovition of the ſame holy 
Apoltles he ſought for him forto be inftrufted 
in the faith, and baptized by him. Which Con- 
ſtantin had lo greata devotion atterwards to 
Saint Peter , that he built in his honor a moſt 
tair and ſum;ptuous Church at Rome;and him- 
(elf laying a fide his purple and Royall Robes, 
carried vpon his ſhowlders twelue barkers of 
caith , when they were laying the fundations 
ot theſaid Church. And divers others, Empee 
rors, Kings, and Princes hauec had 2 ſingular 
great vepcration for that Church , wherein 
are kept the Apoſtles moit pretious Relicks : 
and many of them haue come in perſon to vi- 
fit it, and taking off their crowns, hauc layn 
proſtrat before 1t , and kifled the very threſh- 
old of the doore,teſtitying by that humble and 
pious devotion tow tar 4 poore fiſherman, 
diiciple of Ielus Chriſt, deth fupaſsin worth 
and excellency all the ſoucrainty and Mateſty 
of the Kings and Emperors of the world, 
From all parts of the earth taith:ull Chriſtians 
dogo in pilgrimage for to obtain fauors and 
graces ot our Lord, by the interceſſion and 
merits ofhis Vicar and glorious Apoſtle Saint 
Peter. And !not only fince the building of 
this ſtately Church have Chriſtians had this 
devotion to the Saint: but euen ia the Raign 
of pagan Emperors : when the pgriccution 
raged moſt turicuſly againlt the ſeruants of 
the liuing God, they came in pilgrimage trom 
Perſia, and other more remote parts tor to 
reuerence this holy Place, and to recommend 
themſelues to the patronage and protettion of 
Saint Peter, thinking that then they were ſc» 
cure, when they bad put the:nſelues vncer his 
cuſtody and defence : as we may read in the 
ats and geſts of ſeucral Martyrs, Yeacuen Bi- 
ſhops were wont to come to Kome from fc- 
ueral parts for to celebrat the Apoliles teat 
with great ſoletnnity : as we may learn by 
Saint Paulinus his thirticnth Epiſtle to Seue+ 
rus , and his fixticnth to Delphinus : and the 
holy Popes Anacletus and Zachary comman- 
ded all Biſhops once yeare to viſit the Chure 
ches of the Apoltles : which comn:and Saint 
Gregory Pope cnioined the Biſhops of Sicilye 
And Saint Cletus the third Pope after Saint 


Peter ,and 3 holy Martyr of Chriſt faith in 
a --— Rirre 2 one 


not ſharp , but bowing like  hawksbill , and 
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one epiſtle that to wiſit the monument and me- 
mory of Saint Peteris more meritorious then to 
aſt tv Ybol yeares. Saint Gregory alſo ccn- 
{olſeth that the the city of Rome , being deſtt- 
tute of ſoldiers, and without any cther exter- 


. 


| 
| 


nal defenſe was garded and preſerued amidſt | 


the ſwords and armes of the Lombards by Al- 
mighty God alone , being moucd thereunto 
by the prayersand interceſſion ct Saint Peter. 
There baue- bin even barbarous and moſt 
wicked and impious Princes that have born 
great reſpeRQ to the Churches of Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul. For «Alaricus king of the 
Goths , when he tackt Rome , con manded 
that thiſe Churches should not be wiolated : nor 
any thing Which Was in them pillaged or taken 
away : or any perſon belongeng to them , or that 
had fled thitker for ſan#uary, should be hurt or 
ininred. «And Theodora aiſo the heretical 
Empreſs , wken ſhe writ to Anthimus to,ſez%e 
vpn UVrigilius Pope, whereſoener be sbould find 
him ,added /awe only the Charch of Saint Peter. 
For notwithſlanding the ſpite and malice 
ſhe bore Vigilius , which was equal toher 
irpicty ,yet the peeuiſh/and peruers Empreſs 
durſt not caſt away all reſpect and reverence 
that was due to Saint Peters Church , which 
was ſo tamous and venerable throughout the 
world; for feare of incurring the diſpleaſure 
of that Great Apoſile : whom our Lord hadſo 
exccedingly magnified and glorified. 
For certainly it 15 4 thing worthy of all admi- 
'ration , to conſider the graces , priniledges 
and preferments , which Saint Peter hath 
aboue all mortall men , even the reſt of 
the «Apoſtles, For to him alone did our Lord 
giuea new Name, which has conſtantly ſtuck 
vnto him, and by which he has bin ever ſince 
called : jor his firſt Name being S:-oz,cur Sa- 
uiour changed it into Peter or Cepbas : which 
is as much to ſay as 4 ſtone or rock: giving to 
ynderſtand that he imparted vnto him the 
vertue ſignified by the Name : by making him 


thefundamental Rock of biz Chnrh, Yato him ] 


particularly our Lord revealed his divinity, * 


with the diſtintion of the three divine Per- 
ſons , the Incarnation of the word ,anJ the 
Myſtciics of our holy faith which are moſt ſu- 
blimc, and abouc the 1cach of human reaſon. 
VatoSaint Peter, as we ſaid before, is always 
given the precedency among the Apoſtles, 
not thathe was thc moſt ancient, for. he was 
yonger then his Brother, Saint «Andrew : nor 
that he had bin firit called tothe Apoſileſhip : 
but becauſe he was the firlt in preemince aba- 
ue all the Apoſtles , as being choſen by our 
Bleſſed Sauiour to be the head and Prince of 
them «ll : and for this reaſon our Lord would 
hauc tribut payed not only for himſclfbut allo 
for Saint Peter, as for one that was the head 
ot the tamily and Palior of the rei. Saint Peter 


aloge among the eApolilcs , as SaintBernard 


Apoſtles, Vicar of Teſus'Chrif, 


obſerues , walked vpon the water as Chi 
our Lerd had walked vpen it. Saint Peterest 
his netts twice into the ſea by commandment 
of our Saviour ,andat both times miraculoy. 


ſly drew vp in great abundance fair hlbes of 


an c&traorGinary _— : for to henify in hi 
hilt fiſhing , the militant ; and in the ſecond 
the triumphant Church, as noteth Saint gy " 
ſtin. To Saint Peter our Lord gaye the key 
of his Church : ſor Saint Peter he prayedmet 
patticularly that his faith wight never fail 
and that he might help , flrengrhen and con: 
firm his bretheren. Our Lotd baptized only 
Saint Peter among all the Apoſtles with hi 
own bands , as 1s recorced by Euodiys Bi; 
ſhop of Antioch,and Clemens of Alexandria, 
Saint Peter, in the opinion of Saint Auguſtin 
was the firſt that had his feet waſhed by out 
Lord : who aiter his reſurreQion appearedto 
Saint Peter before he ſhowed himlelf to any 
other of the Apoſtles. To Saint Peter alone 
did our Lord reueal by what kindofdeathte 
ſhould depart out of this world.Saint Peter it 
the mouth of the Apoſtles, and ſpeaks for 
themall : and, as we ſaid, he wasthefirſtthat 
preached the Goſpel vato the Iews:andin 
confirmation of it wrought the firſt mirack: 
and as a ſouerain Iudge condemned Ananiat 
and Sapphira. Saint Peter aiſo by a ſpecial tg- 
uelation opened the way for the conuerlion 
of the Gentils, and baptized Cornelius the 
Centurion : for Saint Peter, as Head and chief 
Paſtor of ali the Church, was made continual 
and moſt feruent prayer vnto ourLord, when 
Herod had him in priſon, Saint Peterallems 
bled the Council at Ieruſalem, and preſided 
in it , and decreed what was to be folloyed 
by all the Chriſtians : as. belonged properly 
vnto his office and charge : and whatlgeuet 
he detined or commanded was held inviolable 
as moſt certain and ſecure, For which reaſon 
Saint Paul ſais he Went to Teruſalem for toſt 
Saint Peter : tor although he were a veſſel 
ele&ion, choſenand appointed imnmedialy by 
Chriſt tor to preach the Goſpel,yet he would 
by all meanes confer about it with the Prince 
ot the Church, as is well obſerucd by Saint 
Chryſoſtom, Saint 4mbroſe , Saint Ierom,al 
Ecumenius. To Saint Peter alone did Ch 
appear aſterwards viſibly , and ſpoke thoſe 
words I go to Rome, for tobe crucified ther(% 
gain.Finally the whol CatholickChurchbath 
cacr acknowledged, and doth till acknovwit- 
2c Saint Peter for hex only vniver {all P aſtor 
ind doth reverence for Patriarchal and Fit 
natial Seates, thoſe , and no other Ghurcts, 
chat were founded by Saint Pcter, as that 
Rome, of Antioch, and of Alexandria:thoug 
this laſt was not founded by Saint Peter il 
2cr{on , but by his diſciple Saint Mark theE- 
uangcliſt, who erected that Church vndett 
litle , and in the Name of Saint Tetcr : ”"— 
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ſ:op ) in the letters that were called 
hate Which Were giuci tor 2 ſign or to« 
ken, and as Vt weiea paſtport or patents, vied 
' - Chriſtians for to know one an other, 
1 travelling they might be helped, inter- 


eos BY 


that 


= Bleſſed Trinity, Father, fon, and holy 


Ghaſt , they vied to write the Name of the 
wince of the Apoſtles, reuerencing hum aboue 
tereſt , and acknowleging in him that in- 
comparable toue and bounty, whetewith our 
Lordmade hum the P a#or of bis flock, fatber 


{ by family > malter of his ſcboole , head of 


the Body of bis Church , Captain Gencial of 
lr army , depoſit ary and difpen/atur of bis trea- 
ir, Porter of heawent , Pritice ower all Kings 
al Puntentats of the earth bis chief ſteward and 
giniſter for the diſpeacing, of bis merits andpre- 
us Blood, For with theſe and luchbke titles 
te boly Fathers Go' (ct him forth and honor 
tn; And the divine Saint Denis Areopagi- 
6 {tiles him #be ſupreave glory , ſower ain orna- 
wat , the piPar, prop , and ſtrong beld , and bj- 
geſt perfetFion of all Diuires. The very Name 
o7eter hath bin in fo great honor and rel- 
x(t, that no Pope hath preſumed to beare 
tarName , parcly out of rcucrenee to Saint 
Peter, | 

Kaine Peter writ two Canonical epiſtks, 
vhich are read in the Church : and out of 
what he preached 'at Rome ,Saint Mark, that 
vs kis Diſcipic and interpreter , wiote his 
bolgel , which Saint Perer approved, and 
omoandedio be publickly read in all Char- 
hes, He is fail ro haue writen foine other 
looks, as Euſcbius and Sophronius do relate, 
byit of bis «As , or things don by bum , the 
joel called $azut Peters Goſpel, bis preaching, 
 4poca!yps, and of I xdgement. Burthele bo- 
arc apocryphall , and not receined} by the 
lol Eburch : although Clemens Alexandri- 
WandOrigen Co cite the book of Saint Pe- 
ny preaching : and Rutinus maketh/ mention 
ithat of zudgment. Saint Peter dicd on the 
lide and twenneth of Iune , in the yeare of. 
wLord ſixty nine, and fourtienth ofthe Em- 
Kior Neto, according; to Euſebius and Saing 
tom though Cardinal Baronips be of opi- 
tion that it was 1n the thirtienth of Nero. In 
befive and twentieth yeare of his Popedow, 
wWuhisfuſt coming to Rome ,and the plac- 
50the 4poſtolical Chair in that city, Vnto 

number of yeares not one of his ſuccel- 


- 1-:o0u8 Apoſtle whilſt he was yet li- 
the —_ few. , had a Chutch dedicated 
r Lord in his Name, as Saint Peter 
in Catdinal writes in 4 fermon of Sairit 
Dan angeliſt. The Church doth alſo 
chair of Saint Peter ; ahd 

air of apy other of the Apoſttes. 
perk ( nf 1s recorded by Atti- 


nd lodged 3 after the ſacred Name of 


wrovght are inhumerable : and.the praiſcs 


fathers of the holy Churchare fo greatand fo 
many, that it isnot poſſible for vs to fet them 
down hee. Let vs beſcech our Lord by the 
merits and interceſſion of this moſt glorious 
Apoſtle,our Paſtor, that we may becom ſheep 
worthy of his fold , to the end that heariog 
his voice , and obeying his doarin , and follo+ 
wing his footſieps; we may deſerve toenter 
into that eternal paſture, where eſus Chriſt, 
Prince of Paſtors ( whoſe Vicar Saint Peter 
was) feeds his cle& with his clearc and beati- 
fical viſion , and giues them to drink of the 
torrents of etcrnal life world without cad; 

| Amens 
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VIII TIT IPILEI TEX: 


THE LIFE OF SAINT PALL, 
the Apoſtle , DoGlor of the Gentils. 


O greatare the merits of the glo- 
rious Princes of the Apoſtles, Saint 
Peter and-Saint Payl : and fo infi- 
tit and immecns are the favors and 
benefits , which the holy Church by means of 
thete her twochief Doctors and Maſters has 
received from ourBieſied Saviour : that tor the 
greater acknowlegment of them , ſhe is pot 
contentto ivin thera toyether in one and the 
ſame fojcmnity , and to keep but one feaſt of 
them,on the day of their Martyrdorn, accords 
10g tothe cultom ſhe holds with'other Saints: 
but ior t9 honor them more folcmnly , ſhe 
imploics the day on which they ſuffered in 
reioicipg and covgratulating with Saint Peter 
tor his glory : and in yelding him due honor 
and reverence for his hegoicat afions : and 
the day following dedicats to the teſtival and 
tiumphant memory of his Bleſſed companion 
and collegue Saint Paul. and this was inſtitu- 
ted , ſais Micrologus, by Saint Gtegory the 
Great : for before his tirne, che Pope vied to 
celebrate with great folemnity this teaſe of the 
Princes ot the Apoitles twice on the ſame day, 
as we may gather out of Prydentius the Poet z 
firſt in the Church ot Saint Peter ,and then in 
S. Pauls , whoſc life we are now wntiog., 
Saint Paul was an Hebrew, of the Tribe of 
Beniamin : he was born at Tarius 1n Cilicia; 
as himſeltaffirms,of honorable and welthy Pa- 
rents : who ſent him to Icrufalcai forto be 
brought vp there , and inſtructed in the law 
and ceremonies of Moyics, ynder the care and 
diſciplin ot Gamalicl , # moſt learned and fas 


bath yct- artiued , nor held the chaic as 


mous DoQtor, aud be was. fo dilgentinlear- 
S([ss I ping 


wint Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, Vicar of Ieſus Chriſt, 438 


long as Saint Peter. The mitacles which he ani 
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which are given him by all the Doftors and IVNE, 


IVNE, 
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ning, and ſo erneſt and feruent in maintain- 
ing all thoſe legal ceremonies, that when he 
vadeſtood that the diſciples of Iefus profeſied 
a contrary life and do&rin ; be ſet himſelt to 
perſecute them, and reſolued to vic all his tor- 
ce andendeauour for to deſtroy them.and not 
being content to haue procured the death of 
the glorious Protomartyr S. Stephen ,andto 


have keptthe cloaks ofthoſe that ſRRoned him, | 


that they might beſtir themſelues with more 
caſc and liberty : and be himſe}f without thro- 
wing aſlone , might further his death by the 
hands cf all thoſe that were moſt buſy and 
aQticen it : he yeelded ſo much to his aoger 
and fury concciucd againit them, and was lo 
greedy to fill and tatiat his cruel thirſt with 
the blood of Chriſtians , that he offered 
bimſclf vntothe high Pricit for to be imploi- 
ed in perſecuting and extinguiſhing them. 
Whetetcre having received a warrant from 
bim , with a ſtrong band of ſoldiers, he took 
his iorney from Icrulalem towards Damaſcus, 
there to find cut , take, and bring away in 


chaines and bands all as well men as women 


that belicucd and profeſied the dodtrin of Ie- 
ſus ; for to put them toa moſl cruel and infa- 
mous death at Ieruſalem. But as he was moſt 
viclently carrying cn this bloody deſignment, 
being onwards his iorney to Damaſcus, when 
ke dicw nete the city,our Lord appeared vnto 
him,and firſt blinding his eyes with the brigh- 
tnes of his Maicity, enlightned his mind; and 


with 3 powerfull and dreadlul voice, like thun- | 
der, amazed him,and caſt him to the ground; | 


ard madc fo ſtravge 3 conuerhion in him, thar 
of a wolt he became alamb ; and ofa perſecu- 
tor 4 defender of his Church , Doctor of the 
Gentils , and veſſci of ele&1on , to carry our 
Lords holy Nance throuyh all the world, as 
we ſaid , when we treated of the feaſt of his 
Conucrhon. 

Saint Pavl bauing Rayed ſome daysat Damaſ- 
cus , and preached in the Synagop ofthe Iews 
that Teſus was true God, and the Meſſias pro- 
zriſed by the lay, with an extraordivary zeal 
and cfhicacy,tothe incredible admiration of all 
that beard him, and 1aw fo fodain and fo itu- 
pendious a change in him ; went thence into 
Arabia, where when he had preached for ſom 
while with the like feruor and vehemency, he 
returned back to Damaicus , and conuinced 
the obſtinat Iewsthat abided there , and prou- 


ed vnto them with forcible realons and moſt. 


euident authorities of holyScripture #4 at Feſws 
Whom be tad tormeily perſecuted, Was the Meſſtas 
and $auionr of the Yorld, And although fome 
of the Iews were converted by him , and em- 
braced the truth, yet the greateſt part ofthem 
were {0,0bſtinatly dilpoled, that they blinded 
tt:emelyes with the ſhining light, and turned 
ail remedies into poiſon : conceiving withall 
ſucha ſpleen againit Saint Paul, that they re- 
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ſolued to wake hima way.Whereintoprocy 
ed with more ſecurity for themſelves, = 
ſwaded the Goucrnor of Damaſcyy , Fri 
Was an vnconiant , turbulent, ſeditiqy, _ 
farious man, and that therefore it was py 
apprebend bim in time for the pr exentings - 
ther troubles, And in ce all endeaucan 
re vied tor todo it: and they ſbutthe oates ta 
he might not eſcape. But our Lord preſeryin 
him for greater things , the other Diſciples hy 
him down in a basket trom a windoy : 
houſe that {ſtood vpon the wall ofthe city Any 
ſo he was delivered from his enemies thatye 
re in ſearch of him. From thence he wentto le 
rulalem,and ſought to inſinuat himſelf amore 
the other diſciples. and Apoſtles, who no 
withſtanding ſhunned and declined him a; 
molt cruel enemy, litle knowing bow much 
be was changed , and that he was become} 
Dilcipie otIeſuslike themſclues, and preacher 
ot his holy Goſpel : vatill Saint Barnaby tha 
had ftudicd with him vader Gamaliel andhad 
big moſt familiarly acquainted with him,found 
him oat,diſcour{cd with him, and vnderſtod 
how great mercy Gol had ſhowed him and 
made him become quite an other wan, Where, 
vpon he embraced him and brought him i 
the Apoſtles. Voto whom Saint Paul recount 
cd all that had happened vnto him in his wy | | 
to Damaſcus : andafter how ſtrange4mannee } | 
almighty God had called and convertedhin: {| « 
and what had befallen him afterwardsin the Y 
lame city of Damaſcus : which madethemal Y t 
for to praile and magnify our Lord forſoſn- } : 
gular a fauor granted ynto his Churchby tis & : 
powerfull hand , drawing out living watt Y : 
t 
2 
( 


trom a hard rock, and light from darkneg;and 
of a moſt fierce and violent perſecutor mak 
ing a valiant captain , and 4 worthy Prince 
and ſtout detender of hisChurch; a 

It can not be explicated in few words,not I} 1 
can it almoſt be belicued,what pains thisBlek Y ) 
icd Apoſtle did vudergo, and how exceſſuch ©} i 
he did labour and toile in cultivating out I} « 
Lords vineyard, what iorneys he made, how I] v 
many countreys he run ouer , what infnit  t 
multitudes of 1oules he gained vnto ourSaie I} 0: 
our , and the manner he yſcd in converting Y tb 
ot them by teaching them the dofrinhehad YI 6 
lcarnt trom heauen , and inflaming themwith JI # 
the fire oi his ardent charity : by the example F © 
ot his moſt admirable and divine vertues:vy F a 
his 1nvincible patience in ſuffering terridle Y v! 
encounters and molt tearſull aſſaults of ſathao, Y 
and no leſs ſharp and violent perlecutios } 4 
from his emiſlarics and wicked miniſters, that F a 
allowed him no reſt or quiet : and infnedy F Vi 
the continual and ſtupendious miracles tht F as 
God wrought by him. For hauing madecholce be 
ot him , as ot 3 moſt pretious veilel for tocar: } Wn 
ry and ſpread about the world the moſt fra- Y G 


2rant and ſouerain baulmot his holy Name ws 
a0 


ndforto teſtify vato kings and Princes,vnto 


# 19s 20d Gentils that be is the only Sauicur 
9 *mankind :it was fitting he ſhould enrich 
D tim with all ſorts of vertues, and arme him 


with his holy Spirit, that being fortifhed and 
rengtbned therewith he might worthily diſ- 
charge and acquit him/elt of ſo high and no- 
ve 4 (unRtion , and refit all aſlaults and en 
counters , and break through all difficulties 
1nd letts that (hould ſtand in his way. And to 
ſpeak fiſt of the countreys and provinces 
which this diuine ſun did illuminate with the 
ligbt of the Goſpel, he fais.of himſclf that 


from Jeruſalem round about to Sclauonia and 


Dalmatia, an4 all the neighbouring countreys 
be bad preacher! the Guſpel : andin thoſe parts 
whereit had not bin beard of, nor preached by any 
ther, For this glorious Apoſtle did not build 
ypon other mcns fundations : but rather y- 
cnthoſe which he laid others did afterwards 
build. And in theſe peregrinations of Saint 
Paul ,it is to be obſerved that our Lord reuc- 
ded vnto him whither he was to go,and vnto 
what people he was to preach : ard at other 


times when he intended to preach to ſome 


certain people, he was warned to forbeare:as 
itfell out when the Holy Ghoſt torbad him, as 
faintLuke relates, to preachin the lefſcrafia? 
whereasat an other time there appeared vato 
tim in his ſleep 4 man in the habit of a Mace: 
donian(who perbaps was the Angel prote&ot 
adgaidian of the countrey) that prayed him 
tocome thit her and help them. And without 
any deur Saint Paul went into Macedonia, 
alutedly belecuing that our Lord called him, 


ad commanded him to preach the Goſpel | 


there, For Gods Iudpments are hidden from ys 
ad incomprehenſible, and although we vn- 
frftand them not, we are to reucrence them. 
and there wight be good reafon why our 
Lord would have his Apoſtle preach vato the 
Macedonians for to enlighten them , who at 
ltat time perhaps were weldiſpoſed for to re- 
cexethe Goſpet : and it way be thoſe of Aſia 
verenot: andit would haue proved acauſe of 
lizir greater condemnation, if they had not 
Oycd the Geſpel,it it had bin preached vato 
lbem.Or this perhaps might have bin the rea- 
m:that our Loxd would have the «Apoſtle 
that time {ow the heauenly ſeed inan other 
wuntrey where he was to reap MOre truit: 
jelerue Alia tor a more fcaſonable time 
Ne it (ould bein a better diſpoſition to re- 
we the dew ot heaven , which the glorious 
polite and Zuangeliſt Saint Iohn, the father, 
maker, and Prince of all tl:eChurches of Aſa, 
Ws to powre down vpon it in oreat ſtore 
adplenty.loall places Saint Paul came vnro, 
*ancd innumerable {oules to our Lord by 
ave of his: preaching that; admirable and 
inc dodtrin' which he had not learnt of 


wn:ige he had no other Maiter in the Goſs | 


4 
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pel then him that only is; who had choſen him 


to him. He wasrapt vnto the third heaven, 
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for that high myſtery , and had rrucaled it yn- ——m= 


30- 


where he heard thoſe myſterious and ineffa- I V NT. 


ble things which can not be explicated by 
any human tongue. He drunk of the fountain 
I! (elf, was clothed with the light, and burned 
with the diuine fire , and grew to be fo full,ſo 
reſplendent, and fo inflamed, that he could 
not contain bimſelf from watering and ſoak- 
ing the world with his pure ſtrems, enlight« 
ning it with his radiant fplendors ,and infla- 
ming it with that ſouerain heat that continu- 
ally came from his breaſt. :And if it be true 


(which Saint Auguſtin, Saint Anſelm and S. 


Thomas, molt grauc eAuthars, do affirm)that 
Saint Paul in thatrapt of hisdidclerly behold 
the divine Ellence { which notwithſtanding 
other authors co call in quettion) and if, 
though tor never ſo litle a tune he enioyed the 
beatitude of the Bleſled : in what 4 condition 
and {tate do we think that holy foule conti- 
nued'to be eucr alter! how rich intreaſures! 
how acorned with gifts! how abounding with 
graces! how illuſtrated with heauenly ſcien- 
ce ! and how all on fire with the loue of God! 
and all the reſt of his life what deep impreſſ* 
ons did remain in his mind of what he had 
ſeen in heauen ! «And fo Saint Paul in all that 
he taught or writ 1s as it were an interpreter 
and expoſitor of the Goſpel. For the Euange- 
I;Rs do recite the life and death of our Sauji=- 
out in a plain fſiile and hiſtorica'ly , withoat 
nicely declaring or amplitying the greatnes 
of the Myſteries: but ypon thisplainſungGod 


ſent Saint Paul , who as adivine chanter tings 


counterpoint , diſcouering the vnſpeakable 
charity of God in giving vs his bleſſed ſon, 
and the magazins of riches hidden in Chriſt, 
And therefore Saint Chryſoſtorn obſcrues,that 
when the other «Apotiles and diſciples of our 
Lord were with Saint Paul, they ſtill gaue him 
the preeminence of preaching , for he was the 
mou h ofal.For which reaſon the gentils took 


Saint Paul for Mercury, and Saint Barnaby for ' 


lupiter : for Saint Paul was he that ſpoke for 
the reſt , and by tits divine eloquence ravifh- 
cd them all with admiration. 

Whicheloquence ofthe Apoſtle was fo ſtu- 
pendious that the ſame Saint Chryſoltom ſpe- 
aketh thus of it : thunder is not ſo nreadull une 
fo vs as is the woice of Saint Pant (unto the dis 
gels : for if they run av ay from his cloths : what 
2 conſternation Wl they be put into , and bow 
haſtily will they be forced to 11n , when they hear 
his woice ? Which woice conquered ſubdued, and 
bound them priſoners : Which cleanjed and purt- 
fiedthe Yorld, cured dileaſes chaſed aYay wicked- 
nes ani falſity , and reſtored truth and wenity 
that bad tan for 4 long time banished. Wh 
woice alvays bad Jeſus withit: for our Lord ahe 
ways bore ittcompany Whitherſoewer it Vent : _ 
' 85 Uo 
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wn ſeated p03 the tongue of Saint Pawl , by Which 


30. 


Ivx Es  anyſteries enen greater then thoſe that he declared 


as God is ſeated won the Cherubins , ſo vas be] 


Teſus [poke , and giſconeredſo great and ineff able 
ly himſelf : for as be d1d greater muradles by bis 
diſciples then by himelt : ſo did be ſpeak greater 
things by them: and the holy Ghoſt has uttered | 
ly their mouihs 4 multituie of moſt admirable 
and divine Oracies. Thus ſpeaks Saint Chry- 
ſoſtom : and Saint lerom difcourſing alſo of | 
Saint Pauls eloquence, ſais that 1eading bis E- 
piſiles, be ſeemed to bimſelf to hear thunder claps 
rather then Words : for What be Writes 3s like 
thunder end lightning and in an other place he 
ſpeaks of him thus. 4 he weſſel of elefron , the 
trumpet of theGofpel the roaring of our lien the | 
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according to his ability. Which 


| 


i. 
— —__ 


thunder of the Gentils , the torrent of Chriſtian 
eloquence, declares unto ws the myſtery that Was 
biadea from former age 5, ana the profound abyſs 
of the riches of the ſcience and Wiſdom of God, in 
ſuch ſort that he ſeemes to be rather alſorpt and 
drowned im conſideration of it, then able to fpeak 
and declare What he hadin bis tzeaſt, Thele are 
Saint leroms words , whereby be declares the 
profound knowlege and eloquence of Saint | 
Paul, and that adwirable interiour afte&ion 
which made him not able to contain within 
himſelf thoſe divine treaſures , but tp lay them 
open and comunicate them ynto others ſo po- 
wettully and cffc&ually , that he changed and 
turncd their harts , and transformed them in- 
to God. For Saint Pauls eloquence confiſterh 
not in choice and quaint words and elegant 
expreſons,nor ip the Bowers of human hes | 
tonck that tickleth the eaze and leaueth a 
drines in the 1 art of the auditors, and vanity 
10 the ozator. But , as he fais bimſelt, bis dil- | 
courſes and his picachiog had no exquiſit 
language, or wards pickt out for to chann | 
the wind with fond dclght : but he was well | 
Juiniſtt with words that were full of force 
and the ſpirit of God, who made vic of then 
as of ſkarp-pointed {tatts tor to penetrat mens | 
ſouls, wcite and diaw! them to the knowlege | 
and love of the truth, 

Notwithſtanding this preat Apoſtle con» 
tented not himfelt with feeding the ſoules of 
his ſkcep with the Evangelical bread, which | 
he diſiributcd moſt plentitully awongſt them, 
that were hungry and had need oof it : but mo. | 
xcouct he bad 4 ſpecial care to picuide for 
theix corporal neceſl.ties, that nothing might 
be wanting vnto them in that Kind, For whe- 
zeas t].cre happened 11 the Raign of the Em- 
peror Claudius a great and vriucilal dearth, 
which had bio foiciold by 4gabusa Prophet 
and diſciple ot our 1 ord, wich brought the | 
new Convents that were in Icruſalem, vnta | 
great extremity ;this bleſied Apoſtle , moved 
with 2 tender compaſſion of thery , procured 
that utker Chriſtians , that were in ſcucral 


Countcys , ſtould helpe them , cach onc ſais that from his buth he had two a) 


contributir 
charitable almes the Apoſtle gathering tope. 


ther,broughtithimlelf vatolcrufalemincon. © If 


pany of Saint Barnaby. 


The boly Apollles care alſoand fludy wa 


not only to cdeiiuer and teach them the dudtrin 
which he had received irom God : but witha 
to fee it Kept and conlerued entire, pure and 
fintere : and particularly he endeauoured to 
make all men acknouwlepe the vertye and <>. 
cacy of the grace ot Chritt : and that by his 
Mctits , withthe works of Evangelical giace, 
we are to be faued without any neceſlity of 
keeping the law of Moyſes , or being circum. 
Ciled , or ſubie& to other Iewiſh ceremonics 

as divers of thoſe that were newly converted 
trom Iudaiſme 1d pretend to be requiſit tor 
laluation. Wherefore vpon a queſtion that was 
butly diſputed betwixt the converted leys 
and Gentils about this matter, Saint Paulmg* 
de a iourney again together withSaint Bans 
by to leruſatem , for to decide and tefoluc the 
controucrſy with Saint Peters authority, and 


| the other Apoſtles. And there in 4 Council, 


whctcin Saint Peter preſided it wasdetermins 
ed, asWe faid in Saint Peters life, But to res 
turn again to Saint Paul, he didnot only cn» 
lighten men by the brightnes of his doftrin, 
or moue and inflame their harts with the yi 
go! and fiery force of bis divine eloquence; 

ut beſides he drew and conwerted a multitude 
of then ynto the holy ſaith by his great and 
frequent miracles. Whereof this wasone :the 


"Apoltle being at Paphos, found there 4 fall: 


Prophet and magitian , alew by nation, nx 
med Batiew, who wasa great ſnaic of the db 
uel, and hindred a noble man of Rome, Sergi+ 
us Paulus, that was there Proconſul , a wile 
and diſcreet Perſonage, from attending tothe 
Apoſtles preaching whereupon Saint Paul be 
ing full of the holy Ghoſt , andinflamed with 
zeal, looks vpon him with a graueandleucte 
countenance zand ſpeaketh thus : thos /os of 
the diucl, full of malice and deceit , andenemy 


| to all inſlice, huw long, Wilt thou be & ſtumbling 


black, ana tinier the ##1 aight Ways of onr Larit 
Wberejore for punishment of this thy wickedae, 
the band of our Lord cometh pon thee and this 
(halt be blind, and for Jome time »balt nat ſeethe 
[un. and preſently vpon theſe words them 
gician becane blind: and the Praconlul Set- 
givs Paulus was ccnuerted voto Chriſt: 

becaule be was one of the firſt of the Romans 
ofnote and dignity that ſubmitted hicaſelfto 


{ the faith and obedience of Cluiſt, the Apoſitc 


took his Nome (as Saint Iexom and Saint A 
ſten ate of opinion) ard of Saul Was 
Paul:and Saint Luke inthe AQsofthed 
{iles , who votill this miracle and conucrion 
called him by no other name then $as# , froo 
hence forth ſtiles him Pax! : though Orige® 
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al and Paul. Other authors think that in 
ſme he changed his name : and ſome do 


. $* .&:m that it. is but one and the ſame name, 
R F Saul 


in Hebrew , and Pav} or Paulus in La 
tin, and that the Apoſtle would be called by 
its latter » aS Þc10g more in vic among the 
Romans and Gentils , with whom he was al- 
wolt continually to conuers. But Saint Chry- 
oNoms opinion is , that God changed hisna- 
neazhe had dom Saint Peters : and Theodo- 
it, Theopbylact, and Eumenius do affirm the 
anc. Another miracle was wrought by him 
in thecity of Liſtris, were he cureda man that 
--d bio always lame from his birth , and had 
never walked, nor bad any vic ofhis feet : at 
vhich thiracie the people were ſo ſtruken 
vith an:azcment , that thinking him to be 
2God, they would haue adored him , and ho- 
nored him w ith crownes and facrifices : tho- 
vob not long after they ſtoned him and left him 
{or dead. Alſo at Philippi , 4 city of Macedo- 
nia Saint Luke recounts that the Apoſtle cu- 
red and delivered a young maide that was 
poſſeſſed with a Pythonical ſpirit, thatdivin- 
d things that were kept cloſe or were ſtolen: 
and by ſeveral enchantments charmed the 
eople,and brought great gain to her maſters. 
This wench ( cither that God compelled her 
tolpeak , tothe end that his ſeruants might be 
known : or that the divel ſought by this me- 
ans todiſturb their prayer ,and to make ther 
fallinto ſome vanity) tor ſome days followed 
Saint Fav] and his companions, and cryed aut 
{loud : theſe men are ſervants ofthe higheſt 
God, who doteach you the way of ſaluation, 
But the Apokic taking compaſſion of her, 
ning towards her , ſaid vnto the wicked 
firit : F command thee is the Name of Teſus 
Coniſt to go out from her. For he could not endu- 
eto be praiſed by her:and prefently the dine! 
parted and left her : but her maſter s ſeing 
that the hope of their gain' was gon, which 
they were wont to make by means of the 
wicked and divining digel.raiſed a tumult and 
Tore ofthe people againſt the holy Apoſtle 
ad bis companion. In which fedition they 
were apprehended, and crvelly ſcourged, and 
then caſt into priſon, and kept in 4dungeon : 
ut whilft they were in prayer inthe night, 
tterewas made A preat carthquake , and the 
ilon was ſhaken, and forthwith the dores 
tw open , and all their bands wer looſed : 
ad the vertue and power of God was mani-' 
kitedin them , ſo that the next day they were 
&at liberty. In the city of Troas, as Saint 
ul was once preaching, and with the feruor 
% his ſpirit enlarged his diſcours vatill mid- 
light, 2 youth named Eutychus , who had got 
Fino 4 bigh window tor to' h2are his ſer- 
wn, being oppreſſed with ſteep, fel] vnto the 
Found, and dycd in the place. But the Apol- 
tembiacing him reRored him to lite to the 


, Do@or of the Gentils. 


great admiration and fingular comfort of all 
that were there preſent. Jatine Saint Lyke 


01 Airvary and common , but extraordinary and 
VDuſuall : for that even his handkeschifbeing 
put vpon the fick and poſlefied, they were pre- 
ſently cured and delivered; and any thing that 
he had worn about him was molt efficacious 
| againſt all diſcafes, and of loree to driue away 
diuels. And the Apoſtle himſelf wiiting to the 
Corinthians tells ther. The ſigns of my «Apo- 
ſilesbip bawe bin don wpon you in all patience ,in 
miracles and prodigies and Wonderſull things, 
and theretore without all queſtion the mira- 
cles that God wrought by Saint Paul were 
innumerable, admirable, and moſt profitable, 
for the confirmation of the Goſpel, and con- 
ucifion of the world. 2 

| Butthe greatelt and moſt aſſured teſtimony 
| of the trath of his doQtin, in my opinion, was 
the life that he lead, z hfe not ſo muchof a 
mortal man , as of one that was come from 
heauen , the lite of one in whom Ged lived, 
| by whom God did ipeak and work : 2 life of 
ene that could tivly fay :7 [iue, nov nut I, but 
| Chriſt lineth in me. And , my}:ſe is Chriſt, and 
| to dy 48 gaine. Our life and conwerſation i int 
beauen. And : ſeek: you an experiment of bins 
that ſpeaks in me , Chriſt ? ſo that Saint Paul 
wasa living pourtrait ot Chriſt ; and he lived 
not only 4 naturat lite by mcans ofthe ſoule, 
which informivg his body, gaue hima being: 
but much more 2 ſupernatural and divine lite, 
communicated'vnto him by the ſ{piritand gra» 
ce of cur. Loxd. O how was he transfora.ed 
into.Chiiſt, that could ſay that be knew aoth- 
| ing but Teſus Chriſt , aud bim cracifed, he that 
fad; Godforbid F sbonld glory in anything but 
the Crefs of my Lord Feſus Chriſt , by whom the 
Worldis cruuified unto me, and I vnio the ord; 
he that trampled vader his feetallFtranfitory 


more then dung and ordure : for to gain, cm» 
brace , and poſleſy Chiiſt ! whatfiie of divine 
lone, what cxceflive heat of charity was lod» 
cd in the breaſt of hiw , that veritured to de- 
he, and' chalenge ſor to encoutiter him, all 
aduerſities imaginable ;'and brok forth into 
that moſt wondertul proteilation : Who shab 
ſeparate ws from the charity of Chriſt ? tribula= 
tzon ? ordifli e(s 2 or fan ? or nakednes ? or dan- 
ger? er perſecution? or the ſword ? 7 am jure 
that netther death , nor (ife . nor eAngels, nov 
Prizicrpalities nor powvers,neither things preſent, 
nor things go come, neither might ,nor beight, 
nur depth , nor other creature shall be able to 
ſeparate us from the charity of God , Which 25 18 
Chriſt Jeſus owr Lord.la what abundance and 
in how vehementa manner did this fiery river 
of love, like an immens deluge and inunda- 


tion of water , ouerfloying the banks, iflue 
Trece forth 


things of the worid , and eſtecrried them no' 
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ſpeaking of the miracles which our Lord 3% 
wrought by Saint Paul,ſaisthat they were zot I V ©: 


Y 


forth of that divine breaſt , and. power itſelf 


-- vpon his nejghbours, yea vpon all the men 


ofthe world ! and yetthe fire being fo great, 
that it was able to embrace a thouſandworlds, 
could not ſatisfy nor fill vp the the hart of S. 
Paul, which was capable of entertainingand 
harboring 10 his charitable affetions an in- 
finity ot ſoules more. How cordially, how {1n- 
cerely , and tenderly did he affte& his greateſt 
enemies ,who ſpeaking of the Iews , that pet- 
ſecuted him with-a wolt implacable hatred, 
and ſought for nothing ſo muchasto cxtin- 
guiſh and aboliſh him, andall memory of lum, 
trom the face of the earth, doth notwithſtand- 
ing make a. molt yehe.ent proteſtation that 
he defired to le an anathema fromChriſt for them, 
that is zezeffed,, jeurred and treatealike a ma- 
lefa&or ty him fo that it did'inot wnply fin on 
Iis part,or the diſfauor of God:and all this for 
to del:uer themfrom the wrath of God, and 
{ave their ſoules { how was he cuen tick with 
the infires , 4nd aff: ted with all that were in 
aMiction : and conſumed andalmoſt eaten vp 
with giief , when any gave ſcandal or was 
fallen 1nto fin | Low was he become a father, 
mother, and a moſt Jouing nurs, and with the 
tilk of þjs divine dofrin nowiſked thoſe 
that he bad converted , like his tender chil- 
dren 1 how free and difiritereſted was his loue 
and labor, who neuecr fought for any comma - 
Gity of his owne , but purcly.the good and 
faluation of thoſe he dealt withal : and who, 
not to burden others , nor to hinder the 
bright ſbining Juſter of the Goſpel ', main- 
tained himiclt with the labor ofhis hands and 
the {weate of his face and body : and having 
ſpent the whol day in procuring the ſpiritual 
coodot his neighbour , imployed the night in 
icwing and wakirg tepts for to pain bread 
for to eate and {uſtain his lite withal.which 
cullom he held,not for that he could not with 
all right and ccafon demand what was neceſ- 
ſary for him of thoſe vnto whomhe preached 
tlic word of God. For he might well haue dog 
jt, andthey were obliged to prouide him, aC» 
carcing to thepradtis of the other Apoſtles, 
But for that the Jews, having this laudable 
caſtog to furniſh their ſpiruval fathers and 
maſters with all things neceflary for their 
twaintenance,were not ſcandalized that their 
preacheis expected and took it of them,as the 
Apoſtles, who laboured amongſt them , were 
wont todo. But the Gert.ls,vnto whom Saint 
Paul preached, not being accuſtomed vnto 
this, might have vnderualucd thatnoble fun- 
ction of preaching, and copſcquently haue 
made leſs eſteem of the Goſpel, it the Apoſtle 
Lad liucd and maintained himſelf vpon them, 
and therefore he. would never make vie ofthat 
I.verty, : 

Whet ſhall we now ſay ofthe other admi- 
table vertues of this incomparable man ! 


| 


——_ 
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whoſe faith could be fo frong and 1; 
whoſe hope ſo firm and ſetled kw = 


nefit for prudence ? what courage, what for: 
tude could cuer come to match his ? in "= 
bow rigorous and feuere was his ve——_ 
| avd mortthcation, wherewith he gid Conti 
nualiy chaſtiſe and ſubdue his body leaf 
whilſt he was altogether taken Vp with de: 
nchtirg and doing good ynto others 'he 
might endommage himſelf: and remain 9 

and barren , whilſt he Was watering aud wa. 
king fertil the foules of other people, It wil 
be tufi:c.ent to bring his words, which are 
thee. if they are miniſters of Chriſt.1 am more: 
in many more labors ,in priſins more abunday. 
ty ;in Zripes above meaſure. Tn deaths often.Of 


the Tews fine times did I receine fomrty /aging 
ove. Thrice Yons T beaten With rods, once 7 vas 
ft-ned thrice J ſuffered sbip\orak : @ night ant 
A tiny awe T lin in the depth of the ſea. Ii 
1uurmezng often , perits of waters , petite of 
theenes , perils of my nation , perils of gentil;, 
penis in the city , penils 1x the Wilderass ,pe- 
rils in the ſea ,qerils among, falfe lrethermn, tn 
labor ani miſety , in much Yatchings, in bunger 
and thirſt , in {afiings often, in cold and naked. 
ner. And in an otherplace , wniil this boyer 
We do both bunger , and thirſt , and ave naked. 
and are beaten With bufſets,ind are wanders, 
and labour Working Y:th our own bands, Wi 
gre curſed , end do Heſs : Yee are perſecuted, and 
faſiain it : Ye are baſphemed , and ve beſeeth + 
We are made the refuſe of this world, the driſs of 
all even w1til} now : or like men that the pgs 
nims ſacrifiſed as viflims wnto their falſe Gods 
for to appeaſe their Wrath. 

But aboue all who will be ableto expreſs, 
as it deſerues , and ſet down ſufficiently vato 
ys the profound bumility of this holy man, it 
being the roote and tundation of all lis other 
yertues?for although in quality and dignity 
of an Apoſtle he dothſo far ſurpaſs and over- 
top the reſt,that when we ſpeak adſolutly,and 
name the eApoſil? , all do vnderſtand Saint 
Pal, 1o: his exceil.nce and preatpreemince 
in that c fice; yet Coth he ſpeak ſomeanly and 
lowly ot Hin{elf, as to ſay. I nm the kajt of af 
theeApoſiles v1 Wortby ty b- ſtiled all eApoſite, 
for that T haue perſecuted the Chun of G06, 
Andin an other place be ſais. Teſws Chriſta 
2e into the Y91ld {or to ſaue finners , Wheredf 1 
am the thief : *ut God bas pardoned me andbis 
merciſull unto» mae , for to show Ly bis bearin;, 
With me his lunzanimity aad bis gatience: and 
by this exampe t6 ſtar Op all that do belieut i 
kim, to haue confidence an his inſintt mercy, 0 
to obtain exerlajting life. And ihe more to mir 
gnify and extoll the exceſs of the diuinemer: 
cy and goodnes towards him; he confeſſes an 


acknoy leges that he had bin 4 aber w- 
Uh 


admirable for temperance and abllinence 3 ,# p 


| who fo vpright in iuſtice ? who was wh 
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aatumcly. But, which is4 point very much to 
te confidered and refleed vpon , eAlmighty 
for to ſecure vnto the Apoſtle this humis» 
{onecefiary for him, and of fo fingular im- 
tance,and to preſerue him from vanity and 
rh complacence in himſelf , which might 
; ſecretly haue ſtolen vpon him amidft 
= and fo ſublime reuelations,and in his 
glorious emploiment of preaching theGoſpel; 
which be performed with wonderfull fruit and 
ral applauſe andjadmiration of atl ; and 
was therein ſeconded by our Lord with innu+ 
werable miracles: permitted him to be ſoare 
affited with the ſting of the fleſh, which was 
zoreat curb voto bim : and wade him clerly 
fe that amidſt thoſe heaucnly fauors , won- 
derfyll graces, and moſt divine perteQions, he 
was always 4 man , and ſtood in need, like to 
gther men , of the particuiar aſhftance of our 
Lad. Wherefore though he prayed three ti- 
mes to God for to deliuer him from that faſti- 
ious and troubleſon tentation, his requeſt 
yasnot granted him , that he might vyaderſt- 
md by experience his weaknes, and that ifhe 
tkicng, he was not ſo, by his owntorces, 
hat by the grace of God, And our Lord 
tercit dealt with him much after the manner 
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F gaſecutor » 2 child of Wrath, and 4 weſſel of 


ties and perſecutions, which were Loth ſoma- 
ny and ſopreat, eſpecially thoſe that the lews 
raiſed againſt him, and yet were born by tam 
! with fo much patience, ſweetnes,andalacrity, 
that every man flood amazed to lee it. For as 
if the Apoſtle had bin the deadly and common 
enemy of all mankind, he was moſt outiagi- 
ouſly perſecuted by the lews in all places he 
came vato, in all occaſions, .and at all times, 
they ſill attempting with nioſt erneſt endeuor 
to put hity todeath,as if thereon had depend» 
cd the conſeruati nofeuery mans life. And ſos 
metimes they affi.Qed, turmoiled and haraſſed 
him fo fore , that the holy Apoſile cxpreſles 
his troubles and conflitations in thele termes, 
We T1 not bawe you tgnorant , brethren , concer- 
ning our tribulation Which bappened in Afea, 
that ve Were prejied abuwe Meaſure about our 
pover. So that it Was tedions wnty wiewen to 
Une, But Ye in ouiſelues bad the anſYer of de- 
ath, ti at fre bent truſting in our ſelues but in 
Goa, Yho raiſeth up the dead, v4 bath deligered 
and doth deituer ws from ſo great danzers. and 
in an other place be writes: g/adly wal 7 glory 
in mine infimity , that the pywer of Chriſt may 
avein me. For the Which cauſe } pleaſe myſelf 
mn infirmities ,in contumelies, 12 nete/ſities, in 
perſecutions , in diſtreſses for Chriſt : for When 


pledby the Romans witha General that was | 
falemnizing bis triumph. For as he made his 
ae) into the city with the greateſt pomp 
md magnificence imaginable 3 all the Senat 
and people being g0n torth for to cet and 
bing him in : 4 troop of capriues and defeated 
eemiesbcing led in 4 long train before him, 
with rich ſpo:les and famous priſes that were 
anjed in fight : and all the foldiers in their 
beſt equipage marching on each ſide cf hin ; 
aidit all the applauſe and acclamations, and | 
moumerable praiſes that were given him by 
al forts of people, there ſat behind him in his 
pltious chariot, drawn by goodly feeds, the 
eamon. hangmoan , that euer and anon was 
cyiog out vhto him : rc-2ember that tho art 
$nat;to the end that he that was carricd 1n 
tamgh, by this ſober atuice might acknow- | 
kev ho he was,and not be traniported with 


| 


—_ 


7} am weak, then am} mighty. 

Our Lord hauing ſeuctal times delivered 
his Apoſtie from the bands of the Icws, permit- 
ted him onceto fall into them, for to glorify 
him the more and thence allo to take occaſion 
of ſending of him in chaines and bands vnto 
Rome : for tomaniteſt in that city ,which was 


] the Head of the wor'd, and in the Emperore 
] court, that ruled and commanded in it, the 


Name of leſus Chrilt ; who intended by this 
meancs to haue 4 glorious triumph, and to 
ſubducand caſt down all thegreatnes,, olory, 
and Maicity of the Roman Empire, vader the 
feet of a poore tradeſinan , his ſeruant ; that 


| for his ſake was accuſed ; impriſoned, and 


elteemed the yery outcaſt of the world. And 
thus it happened. Saint Pabul being onwards 
his isrney to Ieruſalent , came to Cefarea , 
where the Prophet Agabns taking Sa. nt Pauls 


raity, which might eafily have bin occaſton- 
eddy that great (plendor ,poinp, and braucry, 
ut was only prepared for to entertain him, 
ad(et forth his nictits and praiſes. Thus did 
wLorddealc withS. Pan! for as he was glo- 


J ly tnumphing over the world, he permit- 


&dthat ſting of the flz(h I1ke A hangman to 
tenow and then guaing him the check, and 
Sit vere to ſay vnto hua : 1e-rember that thou 
a4 man : which fling fome holy fathers do 
erpretto have bin ſorse ebſcenc reprelen- 
Wons cauſed in) his fleep,there being nothirig 

futsd man more in minde of his weaknes 
Uniſery, then ſuch fancies. Others dothink 

by this ſing arc meant corporal infirmie 


girdle , bound his own han's and feet with 


it, and ſaid: thus /arth the Hv.y.3 hoſt: the mani 


| Whoſe tirdle this is ſo sbalt the les bind in Ie- 


rn{aletts , and hall deliuer him into the hands of 


| the Gevtil 5: Whereat his Ui, les bring excc- 


<dingly af.aed , dehiie.l the Apoſtle to 1id 
himſclf of that danger , and to forbeare to go 
to Ieruſalem, But he with an vadanted coura- 


| ze replied vato them : bat do you , Weeping 


and affiifling my bart ? for | am ready not only 
to be bound , but to ty alſo in Jeruſalein for rhe 
Name of our Lord Telus. And wrh this fetled 


I re(c-Jution he went forwards to ler lalem : for 
| neither prayers nor teares could divert him or 


ſtop him. and as one day he catred into the 
Temple 
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Tewp'e for to pray , Certain Tews that were | 


——-- of ava c{fying bus ſtirred vp the people and 
0 


laid bands on him, and making A fearful tu- 
mult 2nd vproare,dragd him along and pulld 
him out oi the Tewple, beatingj him cruelly, 
and wu thout doubt bad killed him,it Lyftas the 
T1ibvn had not run in with4 band of toldiers, 
and taken him out of their hands, fearing (o- 
me great ſcdition. Lyſtas ſent him vnto Felix 
who was Gouerncr of Iury with' a relation 
of what had paſſcd; and Felix when he bad 
heard the complaints and charges that the 
Iews brovght againſt him , togethor withs, 
Pauls fatistafory anſwers, clearing himſelt in 
all points that were obicded againſt him ; 
when he deſpaired of the mony which heex- 
peed that Saint Paul wonld have giuen him 
for to be letat liberty ; and being defirous to 
get the affection of the Iews, kept him two 
years prilorer, and remitted the whol cauſe 
vnto Feſtus , who was ſent to ſucceed him in 


the goucrnment. For our Lord made greatct | 
acccunt- of the ſpiritual profit andaduance- 


ment which this holy Apoſtle and veſlel of 
ele&ion was to purchaſe to his own ſovle in 
theſe two yeares of bard durance; then of the 
great fruit and good he wight have don to 
ethers , had he bin at liberty: Feſtus, for to 
oratify the Iews who conſpired and plotted 
the death of the Apoſtle, perfwaded him to 
gc with him to Ecruſalem,for to baue his cauſe 
examined therc at leiſure. But the Apolitle, 
being informed that the Tews lay in wait for 
to kill him in the way : and allo being encou- 
rag-d by a rcuclationftom our Lord , who 
funding by him aid , te corftimt : for as thou 
baſt teſtified of me in Jeruſalem : fo maſt thou 
teſtify at Rome alſo : appealed to Celars Tris 
bunal. Whercupoun the Gouernor ſent him to 
Rome in a flip with 2 Centarion anda great 
gard ot foldicrs, in the ſecond year ot Nero's 
Raign according to Euſebius , and fue and 
twentieth after our Eords Aſcenſion into hea- 
ven, as Saint Jerom writes, Thoſe who accu 
fed him were alſo commanded to goto Rome, 
and there io proſecute the caule betore the 
Ewmpcror, | 

The navigation-was moſt troubleſom and 
dangerous,in lo much that they all gaue them« 
ſelucs ior ioſt men, and iofallibly they had pe- 
riſhed and bin drowned, but that ourLord de- 
ucredthem tor his 4poſileslake, vnto whom 
he ſcntanAngel forto'tell him, that #ot 4 2man 
#41 was in the ship sbould perisb, for that ozr 
Lord bad grazted him the laues of all thoſe that 
Were an the {ame weſiet with him. Infine when 
they had pallcd amoſt horrible tempeſt, whe- 


reby tht y were toſled for alongtime, and ha- | 


uing bin tourtecn days without meat , the 
ſhip at length was ſunk nere the ſhore: but all 
-the perſons, that were irr number two hund- 
ral (cucnty fix , were faucd by the prayersand 
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merits of the Bleſled Apoſtle, and landedy 
the Hand cf Malta, where they were ki 
entertained by the inhabitants , who leing 
them come in , all wet from fea, in rainy and 
cold ſcaſon ,made them 4 good fire fortoiie 
and warm them : and as the Apoſtle ways 
thering fiicks together to lay on the fie } 
viper iſſuing out trom among the flicks, af. 
ned on bis hand ,and bung there : whichthe 
barbarians percewing ſaid to one an other, 
Untoutedly this man 1s a murderer , Why lei 


| eſ.aped out of tbe ſea , vengeance doth wt (uf 


him to line, For poore blinded men they vn. 
derſtood not that the paincs and affliionsſent 
by God 1 this life are not always puniſhments 


| of ſins : nor that all fins arc PUBiſhed here: 


and that God doth trequently give temporal 
bleſhogs vnto wicked men ,and affliteth the 
good in this worJd, tor that if huisdiuine pro- 
videace he findeth ut to be ſo expedient, But 
the Apoſtle ſhaking of the viperinto the fire 
remained without any hurt. The Barbanang 
expe&ing ſome white, and not ſeing his hard 
to {well , or himto be any ways indiſpoſed.or 
to have received any the leaſt harm from that 
venemous creature,tcl] into an other extreme; 
and by a greatet error ſaid that be vas 4 God, 
This waracle, andthe ſtrange cure whichthe 
Apoſtle wrought vpon Publius his fatherd 
was Lotd of the place , whom he delige 
from a violent feuer and other diſeaſes, made 
the people bring vnto him all that yere fick 
and infirm through out the Iland: and the 
«Apoſtle cured them all , and reſtored themto 
perte& heaith. From this time of Saint Paul 
being in Malta , God «Almighty bath biople 
aled to adorn the plice , and make it famoui 
by 4 perpetual monnment of that great mitts 
cleaboutthe viper : for, the more to illuſtrt 
the glory of his holy «Apoſtle, he has taken 
cuer fince trom the {crpents of that Land theit 
venun , and power ot doing any harm & 
miſchict, From Malta he continued hisnaus 
gation by Saragoſla in Sicily, by Rioſesin Gi» 
labria, by Putioliin Naples, vntill at lengtt 
he arrived at Rome, And the Chriſtianshv 
uing notice of his comming, went forth ofths' 
City for to mect him, and embraced him with 
wonderfull reſpe& and reverence, asan Apr 
title ot Ictus Chriſt, and one that for his love 
and the detence ot his holy Name, wasloadet 


| with bands and ons. 


Saint Pzul came to Rome , according to 
Cardinal Baronius , in the yeare of ourLod 
fitty nine , and third of the Emperor Net 
He was there two years 'in hold vnder tht 
eard of 4 ſoldier , in a litle houſe, that tothi 
lay is ſhown in” the Church of Sans Mr 
1iainwvidlatd, which is the title ofi Card 
Deacon, where we baue by tradltion thatSanF 
Paul the Apoſtle dwelt. During thele two 


years he had trequent diſputes and contels 
Li 


J pain; and that at the lame time our divi- 


pith the 
liomoſt 

eror, a 
a buſines of Religion. And many 


» that had come with him, ſeipg bim 
= charged and hardly dealt withall , 
ſwadiog themlſclues that he would be con- 
laned co dy, left and forſoke him. Saint Lu- 
teendeth his hiſtory of Saint Pauls peregri- 
ation, andthe book of the Atts of the Apo- 
{les with this time of Saint Pauls impriſon- 
ment at Rome, Infine our Lord abandonned 
im not, but comforted and viſited him ; and 
axcouraging and firengthning him delivered 
kn from the mouth of the lion ( torſo S. Paul 
linſelt Riles Nero ) that he inight proſecute 
ad perfet the myſtery of the Evangelical 
reeaching committed and recommended vnto 
lm by our Lord himſelf, When two yearcs 
yereexpired , he was (et at liberty, and then 
vined himſelf with the Prince of the Apoltles 
kint Peter, And who will be able to explicate 
teſttange and incredible progreſs and ſucceſs 
ihe Goſpel, vnder the condut of thele two 
rateſt Doors and Principal Guides of 
(hiſs Church; and the number of thoſe, who 
their preaching at Rome itlelf, were drawn 
wt of darknes and ignorance and brought to 
rceave the brighteſt beames of our holy taith? 
utfor that Saint Pauls calling and office was 
b catty our Sauiours Name through out the 
world, andto manitcit the hidden myſtery of 
ar Redemption ynto all nations, he refided 


mtloag at Rome , but ( as Metaphraſtes and 


(vers others do write) he trayclled ouer ltaly 
udFrance, ſowing cacry where the leed of 
kwenly, doin : then he came into Spain 
md there preached the Golpel. Whereot to 
bis day are extant m.ny confiderable ſigns 
ud tokens, and very ſtrong proofs. For at 
kavon , which is in the Province of Langue» 
ok'of France , they fay that Sergius Paulus, 
Wom the Apoltle conucrted at Cyprus. was 
tby him , and created tkeir firſt Biſhop as 

Ws going into 'Spain. And at Tortola in 
Fan they tolctnnize the fealt ofSaint Rutvs, 
neof the ſons of Sumon Cyrtacus, that hel- 


ſcws, who accuſed and perſecuted 
kercely. His cauſe was examined by 
the Senat , and the Prieſts, for 


at fruit , 3certain Lady of principal note, hau« 


| hcous to hear bim : and that once by a parti+ 
cular inſtina& from heaven going forth into 
the market place, ſhe met bim, and perceiving 
him to be ofa very ſweet and mild diſpoliti- 
on, and of a moſt holy converſation, ſhe per- 
{waded her hasband Probus to inwite him for 
to lodge with him : which be did: and that 
when the Apoſtle came into the houſe, ſhe eſ- 
pied theſe words wiiten in golden letters in 
his forhead : Paul Preacher of Jeſus Chriſt + 
whereupon ſhe caſt herſelf at his feet, and was 
conuerted and baptized by him,and her name 
was Xantippe. \nd her example was ſoon fol. 
lowed by her busband and others. We know 
not whether the Apoſtle pailed from Spain 
into Atrica,or whether, after he was lead trom 
lerulalem to Rome, he returned any more into 
the caltern parts, His great charity permits vs 
not to doubt but that he omitted nothing, 
' how paintull ſoeer it were , which he knew 
would aduance Chritts glory and the good of 
Soules. /But this is certain that when he took 
his leawe of the Biſhops, Pricſts, and Rulers 
ofthe Church at Epheſus,he told them plainly 
that they should ſre bim no more, and fo they 
took their leaue- of hiaz with much ſorow and 
many teares, as Children that were neuer more 
to ſee their deare fathers face, So much we 
know that thisglorious Apoſtle hauing ſpent 
cight yeares from the time he was releaſed 
trom prilon at Rome,in preaching the Goſpel, 
in travelling through countreys and prouin« 
ces, and cuery where planting the holyChrifG 


twelthycarc of Nero , by whom he was come 
mandcdto be apprehended together with the 
Apoltle Saint Peter, for the realons we ſpoke 
of in Saint Peters lite , wiich it isnot n:cefla- 
ry to repeat again here, Nor allo to ſctdown 
anew in what manner theſe two great Princes 
ot the Apoſtles were lead out ol priſon ,took 
leaue one of the other : and treely laid down 
their lives for the Name and honor oflcſus 
Chriſt, our Lord and Saviour. 1 will only add 


klour Lord to carty his Croſs : whom that 
honors as her hiſt Prelat,, belicuing afſu- | 
kd that Saint Paul brought him with him 


*Herothcus a Spaniard, moſt highly extoll- 
by the great Saint Denis Arecopagita , Was 
Witrted, 4nd in the Acts of the holy Mat » 
M Facundus and Primitiuus we read that 
Nen the Iudge acked them, Yo bad tawght - 
lm that o2rin, they anſwered that they 5ad 
Wnuedit from the »Apsſile Saint Paul not that 
) heard bing preach it (whomw they neues 
) but for that they learnt it of thoje who 
bin taupht and inſtrufed by the Apoſtle, 


| what is proper vnato Saint Paul, whole life I 


am writiopg. The glorious Apoſtle was lead 
ogt to the place appointed for bis Martyrdom, 
witha ſtrong gard of loldiers, and agreatand 
tumultuous noiſe, As ae came ynto the gate 
oithe city, he ſaw there a venerablr and noble 
Chiiſtian Matron , Plautilla, heauily afflifted 
and bitterly weeping for his ſake : of whom 
he deftred a handkerchict tor to binde his eyes 
according tothe cuitom of thuſe ithat were to 
be beheaded , prowiling, it ſhould be reſtored 
vato her again : and ſhe preſented him with 
one, with 4 moſt ſingular afte&ion.In the way 
he converted vato our Lord three ſoldiers, 


«Ieoger Metaphraſtes adds that as SaintPaul 


whole Names are Lonzinwus, Ace/tur,and Me- 
". Eo giftar, 


tian faith , returned back to Rome in the - 
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| was preaching in Spain with wonderfull gre- ..— 


30, 


ing heard ſogoodareport of him,was very de= IVYNE, 
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giſtus, who ſoon after were martyred , and 


. their feaſt is-kept by the holy Church on the 


ſecond of Iuly in the Roman Martyrologe. 


Ivne. The place where he was beheaded is now 


called the three fountains. Where the gentils 
vnder Dincletian made a moſt cruel and bar- 
barous ſlaughter of Chriſtians, puttting there 
to death Saint Zeno with ten thouland two 
hundred and three ſoldiers , his companions. 
When the Apoſtle came to this place he put 
himſelfto prayer, which he offered vp to our 
Loid with great peace of mind, fervor of ſpi- 
ri, and ioy and jubily of hart: which being 
ended he bowed down his facred and venc- 
zableneck to be {euered from bis body by the 
ſword.But bel:old a ſtrange (pe&acle,from the 
head of Saint Paul, When it Was cut off , faith 
Saint Chryſoitom, there came not one arop of 
Llood, but there run fountains of milk: but it 
muſt not ſeem /irange as wiiteth Saint Ambio- 
ie, that le, Who like 4 nurs gaue his breaſts to 
be ſuckt by the faithfull ; and fed them all with 
the milk, of his moſt ſweet and pure aofirin, 
should abound With milk,, and at bis death shed 
milk inſteed of blood. The blelicd head,as we ha» 
ue by tradition, gaue thrce leaps, andat each 
one of them there ſprung vp a fountain whe- 
re'the head fell : which fountains remain to 
this day, and are reuzrcnced with fingular dee 
votionby all Chriſtian Catbolicks. By theſe 
miracles , which-God wrought at the Apoſtles 
Martyrdom , five and thirty perſons were con- 
uerted vnto our holy Religion, as Saint Iohn 
Chryſoſtom teſtificth. The Apoſtle appearin 
to'Plautilla reftorcd vnto herthe ha war's, 
which he bad borrowed tor to vaile his eycs. 
His holy Body was taken vp by 4 moſt ho- 
norable and de.out Lady , called Lucina, 
and'intcired by l:crin a manour of her owne 
with fiogular reverence and piety. 

Saint Pau: was alitle man;lomewhat ſtoope 
ing; of a pale complexion , and appeared el- 
der then he was : he bad zlitle head, ſweet 
and lovely ejcs, and his eyebrowsarched , 
comely noſe, ſomewhat long , and bowin 
likeabawks Eil, 21long beard and thick , ful 
of white. bairs, as was alſo his head-: his aſpe& 


was moſt'gracious and venerable that ſtirred 


vp devotion in thole that beheld him, and ga» 


ve ſufficiently to vnderitand that he was # 


veſſel of diuine grace.Saint Chryloſtom writes 
that he liucd threeſcore and eight yeares, He 
dytdin the fixty nine of our Lord, and thir- 
ticmth of the Raign of Nero, according to Ba- 
10hius. | 


The praiſes and eacomium's which all 


Saints, as well ancient as modern do give to 
theſePrinces of the Church, Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul , are ſo many and ſoadmirable, that 
they can not be collected in aſhort volum : 
and whatſocuer hath bin ſaid of them is but 
litle i compariſcn of what remains, and will 


| 


eqer remain to be ſaid.SaintTohn Chryfof 

addreſſing his diſcours vato them bake 
thus. You are pr aiſed by Almighty God bimſelf 
Who /ais that you are the light of 
are more poyerfull then Kzngs ,, mate valiant 
then ſoldiers , more abounting then the Niche 
men, wiſer then all Philoſophers , mare ey vent 
then Orators : and hauing nothing, you Aoi 
all things. Yuu are the example of Marty, tle 
Crown of Uiigins , the Kule of married peep 
tbe form of Religions , the 01ament of Kine; 
the defence of Chriſizans, the bridle of the barks 
rians , and the ſcourge and confuſion of bereticky, 


 Euſebius Emitſenus Pileth theſe two Apoſlle 


tvo fountains that iJue forth from the T brone 
of God, and make vp an impe tuous riuer firy 
Water the earth , and allay thethiiſt of fouls ; 
to beauenty philica ans to sharp arto\vs dratn 
out of the qutuer of God : to trumpets that t 
avaken and animate men by their ſound: ty 
 fplendent audradiant lamps that grue light vn 
. $0 the Whol World. Saint Gaudentius Biſhop of 
Breſcia fais of them that they arethe lights of the 
World,the pillars of f aith, founders of the Churth, 
Maſters of innocency, and Authors of all ſanfiiy 
and truth : and that they can not he 0tberviſe 
Worthily praiſed then by th: Words of Chriſt our 
Sauionr.Saint Leo the Great, Pope, in his rt 
ſermon on their feaſt ſais that in the myſtica 
Bol of Teſus Chriſt , which 15 the Charth tin 
are for their preeminence 0uer other Saints the 
to eyes of his face : and that in merit and wn- 
twe , wherein they do excell and go beyond a 
that can be ſpoken of their praiſes, ve are nit t 
make an. diff erence between them: quiailos ( 
elefiio parer , oF labor ſamiles , {7 finis feiit «- 
nales, For that in the elefHion and predeſtinati 
on of God they are ſemblable, alike in their lain 
ant trauclls andequall in their crowvne andgln 
of Martyrdow.\Wc ſhould never make anendit 
we would add what other Saints do ſpeak in 
the honor and commendation of theſe two 
incomparable men, and moſt worthyPrinces, 
Let vs louc them as good children do theirPs 
rents;heare them as {chollars do their maſten, 
follow them as ſheep do their Paſtors, Let 
vs imitate them as Saints : demand their help 
and (uccour as of bleſſed and powerfull Prins 
ces in heauen : and be aſſured that they will 
not reic& or ſlight our prayers and petitions. 
Saint Gregory of Tours recounts that 4 
certain client of Saint Paul, being once ſore! 
tempted to-deſpair, yelded ſo far as eucntots 
ke 3 balter and faſten it about his neck , fort0 
bang himſelf ; but yet ceaſed not ſtill to cal 
'y he glorious Apoſtle Saint Paul, aol 
pon the g us ep 
'to fay $. Paul belp me, Whereupon the dive 
being {oath to looſe the prey which he hal 
' even now in his Claws, preſented himſelfbe 
| fore him like a dreadfull and moſt horrible 
| ghoſt, and bad him make haſt and diſpatch 
what hc was about to do. But ſoone aſter ap- 


peared 


the world: 500 If 


"1 3 FT FT 5 A2OOOWOOYR.” Oo oe moe in ger” vo "i Pn En WE er EO Os EE LO TR I Eee 


ied Saint Paul , and by his preſence dro» 
y © ayaythe infernal fiend and comforted the 
| 'eman;who returning to himſelf was ſory 
Þ for his fn , and with many teares demanding 
:don of our Lord , gaue great thanks allo 
his holy Apoſtle, that had reſcued him from 
teach both of foule and body. And our Lord 
he plealed ro deliver vs alſo from the like 
langets by the mcrits and interceſſion of the 
Gmehis glorious Apoſtle. Amen. : 
lerens our eAnutbor doth briefly touch Saint 
Peters coming into Englandor Brit any : it was 
thought not wnfitting , or uubeſeemimg the fide- 
liy of an interpreter : if & buſines of /o great con» 
ence , ſo glorious to our nation , and Which 
maſt neceſſarily be of fngular comfort and edifi- 
TE cation 10 all thole , for whoſe ſake this ory of tbe 
| (aints liues comes forth in our language , Were 


vn ode: 
hk | trated ſomewhat more fully in an appendix ad- 
wy | 4tothe authors ſtory: Which We may preſume be 
wn || linſelf would baue don , bad he bin of rhe ſame 
pol | nation : 45 Ve ſee that being @ Spaniard, be doth 
'the mlage himſelf pon Saint Þ auls comming into 
ih, | $48,000 preaching the Guſpel there. Wherefore 


Bity full-ving tbe foot Fepr , and buillding vpon the 


wiſe | fandation lard by onr worthy Author , bo ſats 
our reſly that $. Peter Was in England andinſin. 
* vats the like of S. Paul,ve will demonſtr at by ſolid 
ficd | jrofi and clere teſtimonies, collefied and exatthy 
tiy f 4uſedbyFatber Robert Perſons in the threeCon- 
: th NY ofuns of England, and Father Michatl Alford 
wi” BU in bis Annals, that our Hand was ſo bappy , as 
"= jaſonally to entertain theſe t\vo lights of the 
otte WY virld, Maſters of our faith, Founders of the 
»d © Cbnch,ond Fathers of all Chriſtians. 
it 4 And firſt of $. Peter himſelf to haue bin in 
nati- WM England ( or Britany ) and preached , founded 
labors Churches andordained Prielts and Deacons ther e- 
glory Il 19,6 recorded by Euſebius and Aletaphraſtes : 
-nd,if Y #2dis confirmed by tbe teſtimony of Nucephoras, 
akin WY #dbefore bim of Theodoret andSopbronius Gre- 
two © #2 Authors , who do teſtify that the Britan I- 
inces, © linds fell in diviſion among the Apoſiles in 
irP> I fcc fiſt partition , which they made of the 
ten, Y vorld:and it ca72 not be shown that they fell to 
Let I] 0 ot of atty other Apoſile then Saint Peter : of 
help vom bis diſciple aud ſacceſsor , Saint Clement, 
Prin» Wl Vit! an bis fr # epiſtle that he was comimnan+ 
y wil {ed by our Lord, ob(curiorem occidentis pla- 
tion. © $illuminare , to bring light vnto the moſt 
that i YI Gakclimat ofthe weſt. Bat Pope Tobn the fift 
ſor Y} #9 nine bundred years ago , ſais it in exprſs 
tots tad open terms : for thus be Writes wnto our 
foro I 1b Saxon Kings Ethelred aud Alfred: we 


o cal Y Kioce ofthe encreate of your Religion , ſeing 
, aod Y ®jouthe feruor of faith : which , Godenlig- 


; divx| ug your minds, you receiued by the prea» 
ne hal of the Prince of the Apoſtles ,and do 
elfbes l vigorouſly maintain. eArnd euen yet ſome 
rible | Madedyeares before him $. Janocent Pope, the 
ſpatch fi of the Name, doth ſuffuently inſinuat it. 
2 # "Teunto certainty our famous writer, Gildas 
pcal , 


« Saint Paul the Apoſtle, Docor of the Gentils, 


had relation hen expoſiulating with the Brit as 


the wrath of God bad brought in the English Sa- 
x75 vpon them )heobieFetb among other things, 
quo! Sedem PetriApoſtoli inverecundis pedi- 
bus vſurpaſſent, that they had vſurpt the Scat 
of Saint Peter the Apoſtle with immodeſt feet: 
mianing therely either the whol Church of Bri- 
tany, firſt founded by $.Peter , or (yme particular 
Church erefied by bim. Which teſtimonies haue 
moued dtuers, as Wel ancient as modern Authors, 
and among the reſt that moſt accurat ſearcher in- 
to all Ecdeſiaſticall antiquities, Cardinal Baro« 
ronins to Write that the firſt Chriſtian Chur- 
ches of England were planted and founded by 
S.Pcter. And it ſeemeth to be ſom:What confirmed 
ty that Which 3. Paul writes unto theRomans:for 
bauing praiſed them for their faith , which he 
ſais 1s renowned in the whol world aftertvards 
be wrgeth the /ulfilling of that prophefte: into all 
the cartb bath the tound of them pon forth : 
and into the ends ofthe whol world the words 
ot them. Where be shows that the Goſpel bad bin 
nyWv preathed by one of Chriſts Apoſt. es 10 the ex» 
tremitics, Or tartheſt and moit zewote parts of 
the world. which in the Roman phraſe or manner 
of ſpeech aoth ſignify England. «And this was 
one cauſe alſo, Wy in the (ame Epiſtle be dith 
not name or ſalute Saint Peter , as Baronius 
and other learned men do obſerue , for that he 
as not then at Rome ,but in England or ſome 
place thereabouts, I can not omit after ſo many 
other teſtimonies, to bring the teſtimony of S. Pes 
ter bimfelf , recorded by Alredus Rienuallus , an 
Enalt;h Abbot of the order of Ciſterce ( bo lined 
about fine hundred years ago , andis highly coms 
mented and folloved.as 4 moſt zraue and Worthy 
Author by the two learned Cardinals, Baronius 
and Bellarmin ) in @ certain reuelation or appa= 
rition of $. Peter to 4 boly man in time of S$. Ed» 
Yard the Conſeſior sbevving him how hc had pre» 
ached himſclt in England, and cooſequently 
the particular prote&1on and care he had of 
that Church and nation ana vithal be told bim 
that he had conſecrated vnto the divine wor» 
{tip place on the weit part of London ( Whe- 
re he would haue the King to build 4 Monaſtery) 
which place be had honored by his preſence, 
ianfified with his own bands, and made fame 
ous by many wondceriul tigns and miracles. A+ 
mong ſt Which wonders andjigns may Well beece 
honed a frange prodigie,wl uh Tacitus and Dio 
do relate at large: andit happened at the very 
time that $,Peter is ſaid to baue bin in Bngl- 
and, preaching and planting the faith of Cbriſt, 
and in the Themſe about London fr idols Were 
caſt down to the ground, frightſull and gaſtty 
jobts appeared , and moſt fearfull chrikes and 
howlings of the dinels Were beard;and many (ucb 
like diſmal things did exceedingly terrify the Ro- 
mans, wbo looked upon them as ominous and vi- 


| 


lucky prognoſtications of their defeat which bap- 
£ pened 


448 


Prieſts of his time for their Wickednes (for which mm 
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pener ſome While after in Britany. Whereas cer» 


nn Fairly it Was the chaſing ind diiuing avay of wi 
30, ched ſpnits:YXhom 4. Peter by vertue of the Croſs 
Tvxse, whict be planted there, and tytl eanmmiſtitation 


of Baptiſme and exerciſe of bis boly funtion for- 
6d to depart from their temples , and abanion 
ther altar s anc bahitation: threatning them 20> 
reouer Nath thewtter jJubuerſion andruin of their 
tyranmcal dominion ouer that Tand. and this it 
Yas that cauſed that hormibie commotion im the 
lann, ſea and 1iuers. 

From theſe great obligations «of our countrey 

to the alorieus Prince of the .Apoſiles , $. Peter, 
meſh zrateſully acknowledged ty our ancient godly 
kings, proceded that ſingular af} etiton and aeus- 
tion they always had for him, andthe moſt reue 
tion 1hey al nys had jor him , and the moſt reue- 
rend reſpef# they tore to his «Apoſtolick Seat of 
Rome, us appears by a letter of K enuplhus kins 
of the «Mercians unto Pupe Leo the third. as aljv 
by 4 letter of PopeNycolas to S.Envard the Con- 
ſtor : Yherein. thus be fpeaks : S. Peter be your 
preſeruer ard belper in all affiitions, For it is 
evident that the Kings of England for their de- 
uotion and reverence to S. Peter have come 
to bein great renown and glory ,and haue by 
his means and interceſſion obtained very fam- 
ous triumrhs. New if you Will take 4 wie of 
the Whol Jland, which in time of the Saxons Was 
dinidea into ſeuera! Kingdoms, you will find eue- 
7) where many fair and ſtatly Churches dedicated 
to the honor of S. Peter: in euery age Monoaſteries 
and Religious, bouſes erefled under the title and 
proteflicn of $, Teter : ſcueral cities and towns 
calieafrom the Name vj Saint Peter : all Which 
things ds argue the paiticular obligation Which 
on! nation ulvays profeſſed tuwards that mot 
glorious eApeſile . for hauing bin conuerted wnto 
the faith of Chriſt ty tas preaching , and by his 
eſpecial diligence labor , and :n0uſt'3. 

The time of $. Peters comming into England 
is aſſigned by father Alford (n ko examins theſe 
things we19 nicely) to bethe fixtiethyeare of our 
Lord , and fourth of the Emjeror Nero,and he is 

ſaid to haue ſtaidthereſome years. Whete alſo, as 
Metaphraſles tells ws, he had the reuelation of bis 
approchins Martyrdom,of Which himſelf ſpeaketh 
in his ſecond Epilile , chapter the firſt. Which 
is related by eAletaphraſtes in theſe Words : the- 
ze aiſo (to wit in England) he had anappariti- 
tion of an Angel, who ſaid vato him : Peter, 
thetime of thy reſolutionts at hand: andyou are 
togo to Rome: Where bauing ſuffered death by 
the Croſs, you shall receine the reward of Tu#tice. 
For which tidings when he bad glorihed Gol, 
And remained yct ſome days in Britany ,and 
calightned many with the word of grace , and 
tounded Churches and ordained Biſhops, Pri- 


eſts,and Deacons, inthe twelf yeare of N 
the Emperor he returns again to Rome wo 
thus much of 5, Peter. 4a, 
Nov of S. Pauls being in Enclanl:yer.. 
filt the teſtizrony of T beoan et who A 
vfon the efiſile to 1imotky ſais that this hs 
Apoſtle brought the light of the Golpel 
all nations, aud amonz(t thoſe be Fs rem 
tany Ly uame. And again vf0n the hungry zu 
fextieath P/alm be ſais that he made Profitah] 
excurſons into Spain, and the Ilands lyin " 
the.Sea nere about. 471 Saint Ferom in hit - 
ments vpn 1Jay bath the like words, But gs 
nantius Fortunatus & m:ft Jearned and jy; 
man , Writing abeue a thouſand years azinof 4 
Pauls per egran altue « ſorth tr; AS: he Paſt an 
the occan lca tothe liand that maketh 4 has 
uen on the other ſ1de;cuen tothe lands which 
the Britans do inhabit. Por Which refref ore 
nolins Mirmannys 11 his theater of the Conner. 
ron of ail nations «ffirmeth $, Paulto have paſt 
to Britany in the tourth yeare of Nero, and 
there to have preached. 7 boxgh for the tine 
Father Aiford thinks it more probable to haue lig 
in the eight of Nero, and ſixty five of Chriſt, 
Wherefore Yuth good reaſon 1s tbeſe gloriowt 
Apoſiles challenge a prime and principal plat in 
our aff ettions, w ho Yere the prime and principal 
inſiruments of the batfy conue ſion of our buy 
Anceſters to the ChniFiamn ſaith. They nes 
ged their place, but not their affeftion and gud 
v4ll ro our poor countrey, 4 happy part of the lar- 
ge field of their «Apoſtolic al laburs. They defire as 
þaffronatly as ewer the propeg ation of the tru 
faith and ſolid prety amongſt v5.%hat cneof them 
Wil/i he y as wfon earth . protrſled of old unto 
the Galatians, thy toth nsy from Heaxen pits 
teſt to al! the inLabitants of Great Britany Gal: 
4. Filioli mci quos iterum parturiodonec for- 
metur Chriſtusin vobis.Our dear children we 
are in trauel again 1n your bebalt, thoughnot 
with ſuch laborand pain , as fixteen hundred 
years ago , yet with fargreater zeal and affe+ 
ion to your eternal laluation, vntil Chriſt 
leſus be perfe&ly formed in you all. Onh thy 
expe according to the ſweet and muſt equitahl 
aiſpofiion of the d1uine Proutdence,that arthy 
hawe not caſt off the affeflion of tender and it* 
ulgent fathers tuwvards ws , ſo ve 1bould nit fot- 
get the obſeruance' of dutiſull and pious childres 
rowvards them : but that , if not yet in the ji» 
blick Churches dedicated to their bunar , at led 
1n each ones private oratory , after humble an 
harty thanks for their firſt latortous trawl 
dewontly ſolicit them by feruent and renterated 
prayers and ſupplications to continue thiit aps 
tolicas care and protefiion ouer vin 
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07R BLESSED LADIES VISITATION 


OF SAINT ELISABETH, 


. 
4G a3» 


S it is the natural } Uirgins voice, and thoſe many miracles to be 
and eſſential proper | wrought in lier preſence and by her means : 
ty of the ſun to en» | of Saint Tokns leaping in his mothers womb 
lighten, of fire to | for joy, and thereby repleniiting her with 
warm, andof water | the holy Ghoſt , and reſtoring ipecch to his 
to moiſten : ſo is it | Cunb father, and waking both father and mo- 
moſt proper vnto | ther ſor to prophely. «ll which witacles God 
| oy the divincGoodnes | wou'd hauc to be wrought by the preſence, 
I VE $22 tO communicate it- ; and lor the merits of our Bleſied Lady : who 
ſelt vnto as Ci catures. Whence it Comes that | was now becom 3 rublick perſon, and i Me- 
boly Perſonages, in v hom God Coth dwell, | diattix inthe great aitairs of the worlds Rede» 
ae carried en with the ),Le inclicatien and | mption, And it js the duty and obligation of 
(fe of imparting voto cheers he knowlege | rublick pezſons, fuchas are Billops and Paſ- 
and lee of tle foucrain gocd which they ; tors, to ooabout and vilit their flock, and pro« 
themſcucs do peiiels: wherevnto , if it were | ide it with whatis neceſſary for life, nouriſhe 
intheir powet , they would drew all the men | ment and faſty : and never (o to attend vnto 
ofthe world, This appears evidently in the themſelues,zsto omit any thing that concerns 
Queen of Angels, the coce blefiedY in Viary, , rhe GOO ac happines vi thoſe that ate Come 
or Lady : who as ſoon as ſhe had vttered | mitted vntotteir care and cuſtoly, 
that wondertu!l Fae, or be it dan , Which relOt- | Veron this account then did the glorious 
ed heaven anc! earth : and g10en ber content : Virgin take 2 1ONg 1Ourncy ; anc went with 
tothe words of the Arpc]:agd conceived the that {peed and Cilipence for to vitit Saint E- 
Lternal word in her oh p3cl'Cus bowels, | lizabzth : tiit ior to retoice and congratulate 
becoming thereby the tine Mother of God: | with her for the fauors un! graces our Lord 
int Luke fuith that þy ruſe op,and Witt great had beſtowed vpon ber, by granting her re» 
 Mbgenie 824 ſrevd % ext vity the bil-cwrntrey queſt , 2nd waking her in her old and de- 
is a ty of 7:24 : ward entrins into the bowe | Cayed w2e to become mother ota ſon that was 
Zo: bory, jainted Fl.g66th. The cavie of | to PEOUC lo great and atmrable a man,and to 
lis ovp Iouncy taken oy the 01013005 Vite | bring joy and exulturn voto the whol 
pnot ſeven and toy enty ie, pees(tur fo fardi- world. For charity maketh vs to be no leſs 
lant was S Lachary's hogte tto11 IV Tarcth) olad ot an othe1 mans G50 then cf our own, 
Fa (or thay the 1611 Cirit , by whole vert < | 1nd to praile,bleſs and magnity Almighty God 
© Concenmed thu onty 2enMten 101 ol 1. tor che bleſſings and graces hc has bin pleaſed 
eluvily moaeand iricite her for to { to beltow vpon others,a5 it we had them ours» 


_ 


— — 


God, did «+ 
©MTUNCate wy nh bes Chin , 8, Elizabeth, * jelves. An other caute of this journey and viſit 
the { incltpable treaſure foe had withio | njade ty our Lady, was toaſſitt and ſerue Salat 
ABto make | or patutey of (hole divine | Elizabeth during this tinic of her being with 
falts which tofilt was tel x t, Loc Go. | child. For beino moſt eminent in humility, 
Volg be lis Pre curtor Lant Ion to bel and knowing that the Son of Cod , whom ſhe 
ndtified in his KOH Womb !y the 21: Jo) ; then lodged in her womb was coming into 
A Toms 2 the 


Pill -— 
[1 | 
itt ; 
fe þ 
| 
' ba 


IvLY. for to ſerue her that was but her ſeruant and 
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the world not to be ſerued andattended vpon, 


m=—— but to ſerve and wait ypon others : ſhe inten-. 


dedto imitate him herein ;and came exprelly 


waiting maid; ſhe beingnow Lady and Queen 
of heaven and earth, It was not curioſity that 
made her vndertake this iorney , nor any 
doubt ſhe had of what the Angel had told ber 
no nor the deſire of ſeing with her eyes the 
admirable things which ſhe had heard of her 
Ccfin Saint Flizabeth, But that which moved 
her toit, was 4 particular inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſi, an ardent charity and ſincere louc 
of her neighbour, a moſt profound humility 
for to ſerue and attend her, and the exceeding 
joy which it cauſed in her to vnderſtand that 


her Coſin was with child ,and conſequently | 
was no more ſubie& to the diſgrace and ma-. 


lediRion that was annexed vnto ſterility. It 
was an cnterucw of two miraculous Mothers: 
the one a young maid , the other an aged wo- 
man : the onea Virgin , the other barren : the. 
one that had newly conceived, the other that 
was fix months gon with child: the one was 
mother of him that is truly God, the othe: 
was mother of a man that vas eſteemed and 
reputed {or God, Though this was not only A 
falytation and entertainment between two 
Mathers, but much more between two litle ba- 
bes that were ſbut vp in their mothers wombs, 
:nd yet notwithſtanding did falute one the 
othes,and diſcours together by the mouths of 
thoſe jn whoſe bowels they lay incloſed. For 
althovgh our Lord and Redeemer Iefus Chriſt 
was an infant for body and age: yet in pruden+ 
ce, knowlege and iudgment he was as perfe &- 
ly 3 man cucn whilſt he was in his mothers 
wan b, yea and from the very firſt moment of 
his Conception ( according tothe propheſie 
of holy Icrcmy } as he is now in heaven, And 
the litle lohn Baptiſt, though his mother had 
gon with bim but ſix months ; by this viſit of 
our Lord, , came to haue the vie of reaſon, 
which heneuer loſt, | 
The holy Evangeliſt Saint Luke ſaith that 
Mmyriſing vpn thole days Went vnto the hil- 
comntrey Wuth fpeedinto @ city of Inda, And 5he 
entred into the bouſe of 2 achary, and ſalated E- | 


. 


lizsbeth. The Holy Virgin having on her part | 


contributed what was required tor the Myſte- 
ry. of the Incarnation of the Eternal word, and 
having giuen thanks vatoalmightyGod for ſo 
ſingulara favor and honor he had don vnto 
her , in chooſing her for Mother of his only 
Son, afterſomze time ſpent in coptemplation 
ofthis ineffable Myſtery, would acquit herſclf 
of ber duty towards her kinſwoman,/and ma. 
ke her to partake of the infinit happines ſhe 
had receiued from the all-bountiful and po- 
wertul hand of God. For ſometimes we are to 
leaye our ſweet intertainment with God for 


for ation,thereby to aſſiſt and help our nej 
box : althcuoh the boly Virgin was ſo abſ 
in God, and ſo perſeRtly vnitcd with hin 


D 


that 


derfully in her conſpire together; and her, 
ritable emploiment didnot 2ive the leaſt gic 
traftion to her moſt recolle&ed quict of c 4 
tewplation.Thereiore she roſe vp ix thoſedp, 
thatis ro fay , ſome litle tine alter the _ . 
tion ofoer Lords Jacarnaticn , for tg [7 rang 
city of 1uda, which Saint Auguſtin and Yer 
rabje Bede do take to be lerulalemn, : byt oth 
Authors more probably do think it was __ 
other Jitle city , not far from Terufalem, ſextes 
vpon the mountains oflury , where Zacha 
dwelt. The Evangeliſt obterves that ourLad 
made this iorney Yith great ſpcedand diligence 
to give vs to vnderſland, that the child whic, 
[tc bore in her womb , was no ways trouble. 
i ſom ora burden vnto her; buta 2reat eaſe and 
comfort : that the Holy Ghoſt did carry her 
along ; and that Ler very ſon that was within 
her,did quicken her dil;gence, and haften her 
pace te-wardsthe houſe of Saint Elizabethber 
Colin, becauſe he defired out ot bandto (anc. 
| tify his Precurſor. Saints Ambroſe addeth that 
an other cauſe cf making ſo great ſpeed wa 
her Virginal medeſly and baſkſulnes: which 
wade it ſeem long vnto her vntil ſhe were c<- 
me to her Coins houle,there to beretired and 
keep ſecret, and attend to prayer. Learn yu 
Tirging, ſais this holy Dottor, xot to frequent 
the kouſes of flrangers, not to ſlay in the ſtreets, 
not to Wannder vp rnddoxn, end hant platesthat 
are full of company , n01 to talk Where thatir 
much people. Seing that the Virgin of 'Ungin, 
the true mirour Vherein you are to glaſſe zune 
Jelues, and learn your buunien duty kept beſet 
retired at home ; and When occaſion called ba & 
broad, made na fiup or ſtay , but baſtned to bn 
torneys end. Yetthis ſpeed of our bleſſed Lady 
was nothing vabeſeeming her gravy and 
medeſty : nor was it fo haſty as to put herto 
any trouble or diſorder : but her gate and 
whol comportment of her body was ſuch a 
became A moſt venerable Virgin, and cauſed 
both edification and admiration in all thoſe 
that were ſo happy as to mect her on the 
way. 

The moſt pure Virgin Mother when ik 
was arrived at the city,catred into her Colint 
houſe, and faluted her. And when $S, Eliza 
beth heard the falutation given her by out 
| Lady, the child that wasin her womb exuled 
| for 10y : and at the ſame inſtant Saint Elize 
| beth was filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and (po- 
ke out aloud, and faid : Bleſ$ed art thow among 
| Yomen , and Bleſiedis the fruit of thy Wob.4md 
hence is this to me , that the Mother of 9 
' Lord doth come wnto me # The Virgin ſalute 
Saint Elizabeth in words, embraced her, 


— — 


the ſcruice of God ; and to exchange prayer 


 gaue her the kiſs of peace , as to her Colin, 
according 


Olpt | 


the offices of Martha , and «Mary did _ Il 
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. «cording tO the cuſtom of the Iews. But it is | ad infine for to be the forerunner of Chriſt, he 
y F - Gid that ſhe did the like to Saint Zachary; | dideuenrun before himfelf.And this for & lohn 2, 
ot , * at Virginal baſbfulnes permitted hex not | out of Saint Peter Chrylologus. IVLY. 


, that a7 io approach nere to men, although they wy ecc Bot now to come to Saint Eliſabeth : ſhe 
Vn, ".nd vertuous. Our Lady being of ſo | being invironed with aludden ſplendor of an 


| oed an 

_ ww quality and raiſc6 vnto (o high I dig» | immens light , vnderitood in 4 very ſhort 
' I A yet aluted Eliſabeth , her inierior , yea | ſpace almoſt the whol myſtery of our Re- 
_ began fril, before Saint Eliſabeth did fa» | demption : and participating of the Spiric 
04); vie her Or bid her welcoim : for Tirgins ,as | Which our Lord had infuſed into her ſon, pres 
Xecy ih Saint Ambroſe, the more eminent they are | phbeſied , as Saint Gregory ſaith , of [ſecret and 


I in purity 680 Cf aſtity , the more ought they to | hidden Aiyſteries both paſt, preſent andto come: 
othe wel in the wertue of humility. No ſooner | of the preſent , when ſhe 1aid : whence is this 
4d the ſound ot our Bleſſed Ladies words | to me that the Mother of my Lord cometh wnto 
cated which were probably God ſaze yer, or our | 7? tor ſte knew that that young Urgin that 
har {n{bevithzou) enter the cares of Saint Eli. | was before her, was Mother of God whom ſhe 
Lad) pheth , but pretently God was with ber: and | had conceived by the Holy Ghoft : and that 
he ſame vOICe of hers paſſing by the mothers | ſhe carried the Son of God in her womb:that 
hich -aresiato the ſoule of the litle Intantaccelera* | the Mefſias was come into the world and that 
able. id in him the vie of reaſon , and made him | mankind wasio be redeemed and repaired b 
tnow and vnderſtand who was come to vifit | him: and mind that (he callsour Bleſſed Lady 
tim:and withal gaue bim a clear light of the | 4AMother,before ſhe had brought forth a child, 


= tidden and vaſpeakable Myſtery of the Incar- which,as TheophiJatt obſerues, is not vſually 
ther ration, And this light and vaderſtanding was | don to other women that are with child, be- 
ber kconded by an interior 1oy, ſo new, logreat, | Cauſe ofthe hazard ot milcartying : for itmay 
0c- ind ſo extraordinaay that it redounded to his | well happen that the creature which is within 
that body , and made it after4 moſt vnuſualand | them will neuercome to light,and conſequen- 

raheard-oft manner of exultaticn to ſhake his | tly they neyer be delivered of child. But thes 


hich mothers womb ; who by thoſe wonderful | re wasno danger o1 fear of this miſchance in 
fpns and an inſp1ration of the Holy Ghoſt | the Blefſed Virgin, and therefore before ſhe 


far came to voderſtand that facredMyſtery which | brings forth her fruit , ſhe calls her very pro- 
os {© }-rlitlc Babe was adoring and reuerencing | perly Mother, and the Mother of our Lord, 
wm © vithio ber bowels, tor to teach vs what eſti- ) and ſhe was the firſt that honored our Lady 
ets, mation and yeneration we ought to haue of it, | with this glorious title, Saint Elilabeth diſco. 
that 4nditisno wonder ttatS.Iohn being preven« | uered by the ſame Prophetical fpirit {alſo 
weir MY ted by ſo great and aboundant grace did leape | what was paſt , faying : Bleſied art thou vhs 
ini fr ivy, when he had him cloſe by him , that | haſt bekened : giving thereby to vnderſtand 
Wa was the defire of all naticas : atter whoſe com» | that ſhe kaew by reuelation what the Angel 


wal ing the holy Patriarks and Prophcts had fo | had ſpoken vnto our Blefled Lady, and that 
og ſighed: ſerng that the tather of all faithful | our Lady , had belicued him, and in obedicg- 
beleevers Abraham ( as Chiiſt our Lord toid | ce to God had giuen her conſent. Infine ſhe 


x the lews) receined exceeding great ioy and | prophefied future things , when ſhe added + 
1nd contentment , when þe ſaw but a ſhadow of | that thoſe things sball be accomplished that were 
to © tharday,andtbat 4 far off. By vertue otthis | ſpoken to ber by our Lord. All theſe thingsfo 
nd © divine grace the Jitle Infant Saint lohn was | myſterious and' ſo ſecret did Saint Eliſabeth 


lndified and cleanjed from original fin : and | ſpeak : or rather her licle Infant Iohn ſpoke 
ſed confirmed in grace, which he never loſt , nor | them by her mouth from her bowels. As Nice= 
ofe I fucrcommitted any greeuous fin 3n all hishife: | phorws, Theophyla&, and the Author De mi- 
he © but onthe contrary ; having the vie ofreafon | ratihibus Scripture whichis ſet forth amongſtS. 
xcelerated 1n him, be did 10 cooperat with | Auguſtins works, haue obferucd, And ſee how 
he I this heaven]y grace , that he merited excee- | truly Saint John 1s more then a Prophet, who 
08 diogly apd made encreafe 10 grace and vertue | did not only prophefie after he was born, as 
+ YT «coin his mothers womb, Of this ſanRifica--| did all the other Prophets, but alſo before he 
ur tion of Saint Tohn . Saint Peter Chryſologus | was borp, and beſides made his Parents becos 
& ſpeaketh thous : ſee hoy Saint Toba arrived at | me alſo Prophets.O happy Saint Eliſabeth for 
wm beauen, before he rom(b:d the earth: how he Was | the honor ſhe had to be vitited and ſaluted by 
0+ ons ly the Spirit of God , before be well knew | theMother ofGod ! happy for having brought 
mjelf to be 4 man : by bis ſoule Xas endoved | torththe Precurlor, and giuen lite tothat fo 
ad Vith beamenly gwaſt r, before bis body bad its per | excellent and divine Man , whon none of 
” felt members and limms : boy he began tolize to | thoſe that , are born of 3 womandoth ſnrpaſs 
ed God before be could line to bimſelt:how be mana- | ingreatnes ! bappy for the ſpiritual ioy which 
d fed armes before he could wſe bis limms: hu jo; | her litle fon bad and teſtified within her bo- 


1, tv overcom the World , be firſt onercamonatme : ; wels when he leapt there with exultation, 
honoting 
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konoring and reverenting that Lord who was 
then preſent, though he lay hidden and ſecret! 
happy for that being inſtruHed by that mira 
raculcus motion and ioy of her fon, ſhe vn{er- 
{ftood the moſt {ublime and incffuble Myſteries 
of ourSaujour;and being illuminated with that 
keauenly light, and inflamed withthat diuine 
fire that burns without ever conſuming tranl- 
ported with admiration, and repleniſhed with 
=n incredible {weetnes, contefled rhat that yo- 
ung Lady which made this viſit to her, was the 
Virgin of Virgins , and Mrther ofthe Kipg of 
heaven and earth, that was come tor to giue 
{alvation and }ife vatothe whol world. Whe- 
refore having loſt herfclf in that intinit abyſs, 
as one that was beſides herſelffor ioy and ad- 
miration ſhe cryel cut with 4loud voice: bleſ- 
ſed art thou amongſt $omen , and Bleſſed ts the 
frait of thy womb And Whencets this to me that 
the Mother of my Lord moth comme to me? A 
man my at tee that it 1s SaintIohn who 
ſpesketh by her mouth: and tt-at the holy 
Ghct (uggeſts vnto him theie words : whence 
is this to me that the Mother of my Lord doth 
come tome? for that atterwards when our Sa- 
uiour came vnto the riuer Jordan for to be 
baptized by him, the ſame holyGhoſt inſpired 
bim the like words: F ow2bt to be Bnptiſed of 
thee,and cemeſi tl ou to met 
But if Saint Elizabeth be ſo happy for hau- 
ing vnderſtood the Myſtery of the Incarnati- 
on ot the Son of God : how much more happy 
was that ſacred Uirgin and pureſt Mother, in 
whoſe moſt chaſt bowels this diuine Myſtery 
was wrought. : and if the only voice of this 
glonous Lady was capable to make that litle 
Babe ,wholay wrapt vp in his mothers belly , 
for to leap tor ioy : if it accelerated in him 
the vic ofrealon and iudgwent: cleanfed him 
from all ſpot and Rain of (in: and repleniſbed 
him with abundance of grace : what a high 
conceit muſt we trame of the greatnes and di- 
Bnity of this incomparableVirgin;who having 
faid no more to S.Elifabeth, then God /ame you, 
or our Lord be Vith you ; preſently together 
with the ſount of her words, heaven!y light 
and diuine fafty enticed into her Body and 
Soule, and wrovght therein fo ſtrange and 
vnuſual wonders ?SaintEliſabeth turely had 
good reaſon to cry outaloud,as (be d:d: Bleſſ 
ed art thin amen; Yomen, and Bleſſed is the jru- 
it of tly Womb, She cryed cut with 4 loud and 
great voice, for that her (on , Saint Iohn, was 
d'voice , and a great voice : and for that the 
privileges, graces and prerogatiues of the Vir- 
gin arc fo many and fo great, that we muſi 
Faife our voice as high as heaven for to decla 


re them : and yet the baſenes and weaknes of * 


man is not able to reach the loweſt part of 
them ,and after all is ſaid that man can think 
of, it falls infinitly ſhort of her excellency. 
When our Sauiour caſt forth the dumb divel 


— 


—_— 


from a poor man and Ceclarcd to thoſs th 

flandered him for this miracle , as ithe wy 
wrought it by the divels means , that js th 
wertue and juwer of God, be had den that y.. 
Wonder ; a ccitain dcuout wcmanin draileof 
the Bleſſed Virgin raifed her voice and ſa: 
Bleſsed is the Womb that tore thee, an; breaf 
Which thox diaft ſuck; declaring that forty D:2- 
iſe ourBleſſed Lady,we are to raiſe Our voice 

But Saint Elizabeth Coth not only tile her 
Bleſſed , but allo giues the realon Wiy ſhe ig 
lo bleſſed : and Heſied 15 the fruite of thy vom; 

thatis to ſay : thou art bleſſed , becauſe thy 


| fon is bleſſed, and the fountain of all erace and 


benedidtion : by whom all netions ſhall be 
blefſed. An as the fruit is not called bleed 
trom the 'rce that bears it , but rather the tce 
1s commended and bleſt from the truit which 
it brivgs {orth : ſo is our Lacy vietled among 
all women , becauſe her fon is bleſſed both 
according to his diuine and buman nature. 
And althouph ſome other Mothers have di. 
vers chiidien , and you have but thisaloge 
yet are you bleſſed among all women : becauſe 
this one ſingie child is of more worth then all 
whatſocuer is or can be created. Some women 
are bleſſed for their own vertue , and notfor 
their children , who are vatoward andner. 
vers : but thou art bleſſed for being full of the 
Holy Ghoſt : and for that thou art Mother of 
the Author of grace, and of the tatherthat cre» 
ated thee, Furthermore thou att bleſſed 2. 
mongſt all women, becaute although thoy 
beeſt the natwal mother of one only child 
w hom thou baſt concerwed inthy all-pureand 
immacuſat womb , yet art thou motiier by 
grace of all faithful beliuers, wko are truly 
the children of God. For if the Patriark Abra» 
ham be called father Of 7.any nations , not 
by carnal generatioa , according to which he 
is father of one nation only ; but for that he 
had a promis made him that the Meſſias ſhould 
be born of his race : vpon which account he 
is the father of all the faithfull : with how 
much greater reaſon ſhall the moſt ſacred Vir 
gin,that is the Mother of God , be called Mo- 
ther ot ihe faithfull?this certainly is the reaſon 


tor which ſheis ſaid ro baxe browght forth bet 


firſt bezotten,that we may aſſuredly know that 
al the Brothers of JeſusChriſt are her children 
not inJred according to the fleſh, but accord- 
inp to the ſpirit :ſo that our Saviouris thefi 
begutten among many brethren. Primogenits! i 
multis ſra:rib4s,as Saint Paul telleth vs whe 
-efo:e Albertus Maynusfais excellently well: 
chai the moſt bleſied Virgin is the Moth 
leſ.1s Chriſt by generation, andof all Chriſtian 
by regeneration, and of all irgins by imitate 
Now by what means our Biciſed Ladycan* 
to obtain this ſo ſoueraiu and ſublime a dige 
nity of being the Mother of God 1s alſo ſet 


down there by SaintElifabeth, who tells her 
that 
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A er ot beliere.Our Lady belie- 
that thou haſt belieued.Ou 6 
aro Angels words with greater perfe&ion 
did any other holy Perſonage or 
4 wt ber faith was far _ excellent 
irable then was that of Abraham, 
mn fo highly commended and extolled 
«Scripture. ForAbrabam belicued that his wi- 
& Sara, though ſhe were barren, ſhould haue 
; hid : and Mary believed that remaining (till 
Virgin, ſhe cnn = __— _ -_ h 
; child. Abraham believed that he Ihould DE 
whe of 4 ſon that was to be a mortal man; 
nd Mary belicued that ſhe was to bethe Mo- 
ber of a Son that ſhould be both a mortal 
nan and Immortal 'God : Abrabam belieued 
thathe We. to engender Iaac by the ordinary 
coorfof nature: and Mary belicued that her 
eſe Son , Our Sauiour and — leſus 
& ſhould be born of her, above, and con- 
_ allthe laws ofnature.finally Abrabam 
elicued thatGod could raiſe his ſon Iſaac from 
leath to life : and Mary belicued that God 
yould be born z would dy , and riſe again, 
and ſoit is no ayers that _ —_ 
lid ſo much cxtoll and magnify our Blefſe 
Ladies faith ſeeing it was lo excellent and fo 
fopular; and ſhe was made ſo bappy by it: for 
lith is the beginning, the om and the foun- 
taibn of our happines , and being accompa- 
niedand quickned by Charity,doth merit our 
kappines : and by it the Virgin conceived God 
inher hatt , bef>re ſhe conceived hiw in her 
yomb : ant] deſerued that thoſe magnificent 
promiſes ſhould be accompliſhr m_ which 
-— os by _ ogel —_ __ : 
phercof thece was but one 'e : 
yhen Eliſabeth crying out with 3 loud voice 
called her Bleſed:and laid that all 1hould come 
h paſs Which bad biz promiſed ber by or Lord. 
IheAngel ſaid she ſhould conceiue a Son, And 
bis was now accompliſht ; but added that she 
thuld ulfo bring bim forth, which was to be {o- 
nemonths after ,on the day, on which is now 
teptour Lords Nativity : and that be sbould 
uve the Name of Jeſus , which was don at his 
Lireumcihon : that be sbowld be great ,as he 
boydhuvſelf to be by his preaching and mi- 
reles : that he 5omld be called the Sor of th: 
© bigh,as S, Peter and others termed bum : 
tht God Would 21ue him the Seat of Dauil ; 
udthis was tulhlled at hisReſurretion, when 
ut power and dominion was giuen vnto | 
mover all things: finally that be 5bowld raign 
nthe bouſe of Iacob , and his kingdom ihould 
wend;tor he wasto alcend into Hcauen, 
to ſit at the right hand of his Father, and 
kipn with him and the Holy Gholt for all 
fernity, 


— —__— 


| deſcending down as low as waspoſhble, into 
the deep abyſsof her nothing, and yet withall 


being rapt into Almighty God, acknowledg- 
ing tohaue recciucd theſe ſuchinfinit benefirs 
trom his moſt bountiful hand, hauing her hart 
{wimming with ſpiritual ioy and gladnes, and 
her eyes bathed ina fountain of tweet and de- 
licious teares, ſhe began that moſt divine Can. 
ticle «Magnificat, ſaying : «My ſoule 49th mar - 
mify our Lord , and my ſpirit hath reivicedinGod 
my $autour, Becauſe be that 1s mighty hath dox 
great things tome. The firſt Canticle ofthe old 
Teſtament is that which Mary , Moyles fiſter 
ſung after that God had drowtied KingPharao 
with his chariots and army in the red ſea;and 
carried his people through the midſt of the 
waters in a moſt ſtrange and wonderful man- 
ner : and the firſt Canticle of the new Teſta- 
men is that of an other Maty , not fifter, but 
Mother of the true Moyles, the lawgiuer and 
Redeemer ofthe world; which Canticle is ſo 
much more admirable and diuine then the 
former, as there is difference between the firſt 
and ſecond Marty. My ſoxle, faith ſhe, doth ex- 
alt and magnify our Lord , and my ſpirit bath 
reioiced in God my Sauivaur., As it ſhe bad faid 
you, o Eliſabeth,do call me happy and bleſſed, 
for the praces, prerogatiues, arid excellencies 
which God hath beſtowed vpon me : but 1 do 
give him all the praiſe : and my ſoule melting 
with his love ; and raviſhed with contempla« 
tion of his infinit goodnes, doth magnity hiag 
as the ſole Author of theſe wondertul priui« 
lepes. from that diuin ſtin proceed theſe rays 
which you ſo much admire. From that immens 
fire come theſe ſparks;from that foantain flow 
thele waters,from that roote grow theſe fruits: 
aod therefore all is to be returned by 3 grate- 
full acknowledgment vnto him, ſeing that all 
is his and depending of him. And if your fon 
exulted in your womb when he heard the 
ſound of ray voice ; much more ought my ſou. 
le reivice and exult in God, who hath lodged 
himſclfin my womb ;and who being omni». 
potent , hath ſtzctched torth his mighty arme 
to work theſe woriders in me. The Virgin 
doth not tell vs what theſe wonders and great 
things are which God hath don to her : for 
they are indeed lo wondertully great ,and fo 
far aboue the reach of our reaſon ; thatit is 
not fittiog for vs to fcarch into them : but 
only to admire them , and reioice and giue 
thanks to God for them. The (aid Bleſſed Vir- 
oin gocth on in the praiſes of the Greatnes of 
God , magnifying, his graces and infitiit mercy 
with a profound knowlege of hex 6wn mean- 
nesand vaworthines, which his Maieſty did 
gracioufly look down vpon from bis higheſt 
throne ofheauen for toexalther aboue all cre- 


—— 


— 


b d moſt humble | atures;and to make herName and memory per- 
| pnerytary ants petually renowned and venerable among, all 


ſigin beard ber own; praiſcs , and that ſhe 


recalled Bleſſed, ſhe retiredinto herſelf, and | 


nations and enſuing generations of thewat 
| B Tom. 2, 
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455 The Viſication of the B. Virgin Mary, Mother of Gag 


The holy Evangeliſt ſaith that ovr Bleed | he leaues them rich and well ſtored with puiſh 


en Lydy Zaid Yith ber Coſin Fliſabeth about three 


months : for to ſerve , help and aſſiſt her, as 
boly Doors do affirm. Whence we rmay ima- 
oin what heauenly fauors and graces our Lord 
beſtowed vpon that bappy family, during this 


time of her alode there, ſcing that he himliclf 


was there alſo preſent, though he lay cloſe 
and hidden in her chaſt womb.For ifthe three 
Angels that appeared vnio eAbrahatn , and 
entred into his tabernacle ; rewarded hith fo 


well for that his charitable eritertainment :'_ 


that they praritedhim what he Bad long defir- 

dand praid for : and aſſured himthat though 
bimſelf were very aged, and Sarahis wife we- 
re alſo barren', yet te ſhowld have by her 4 
ſon, the fruit of benediction: and if the two 
Avgels delivered Loth with his family from 
the tearfull and' terrible fire of Sodom for his 
kindnes and hoſpitality towards ther : and if 


Iacob dwelling in the houſe of his father | 


in law Laban, who was pps mmeagy, A 
gentil and an idolater, brought with'bim the 
bleſſing of God vpon the whol houſe : what a 
ſtore of graces andbleNſings mult we belecut 
that the fountain ofall graces did conimunica- 
te to that blefled houſe, into which he centred, 
and where heabided for fo long 2 time , ſhut 
vp'in the moſt pure bowels of the Queen of 
«Angels and Patriarks? Helias came into the 
houte of 2 poor widow of Sarephta ; and at 
the ſawe tirve entred with him plenty of meale 
and of oile : and famin which before had op- 
pecſt thatlitle houſe, was driven away, Eliſcus 
odged in the houſe of theSunamite,and railed 
ber fon that was dead. The Ark of the Coucn+ 
ant was brought intothe houſe ot Obededon, 
and God did bleſs him and all bis family. What 
bleflings then muſt he haue giuen tothis holy 
and happy houſe of Saint Zacbary,into which 
entred the living Ark of God , the true Man 
na, and bread of heauen, Ieſus Chiiſt,and reſt- 
ed there for ſo many days? what wonders it 
that Saint Iobn ſhould leape for ioy before this 
Ark, when King David skipt and danced beto- 
re the Ark of the Teſtament , which was but 
a figure and (hadow of this? And if the very 
firit entrance of the Bleſſed Uirgin ,and the 
voice of her ſalutation did fandufy Saint Tohn, 
and make bim leap tor 1oy , and enlighten his 
mother, and repleniſh ker Scule with that cla- 
rity and that heat, thatnot being able to con- 
tain herſelf ſhe broke forth into innumerable 
praiſes of the ſame virgin ; that divine ſpirit, 
which ſeized ypon her at her entrance with 4 
fwect violence, mouing her hart and her ton- 
gue : bow much did the torrents of graces and 
heaucnly fauors encreaſe and ſwell , by the 
continual ſhowers of three monthsfalling y- 
pon the houſe of Saint Zachary,by the molt 
tweet and boly conuerſation of God and his 
glociousMother#fwhereſorger our Loid coms, 


"I" 


—_— T_T. 


__—_— 


that receive him with any love orafiegi 

He eritred firſt into the Virginall womb of his 
! ſacred Mother:and gave her 
of all creatures with ſingular privileges and 
prerogatives , worthy of all veneration, He 
entred into the poor ſtable of Bethleey 26d 
changed it' into 2 Paradiſe, He entred into 
Egypt, and at his comming the idols ofthe 
Egyptians were owerthrowr' and fell to the 
ground; and the deferts of that COuNtrey were 
aſterwards peopled with: an infinity 6fhol 
| Ermits,whofe holy conuerfation ſeemedmor 
to refewble heavenly Angels then earthly 
cen, Fic carve'to the marriage of Canain Ga, 
lee, being inuited vato it, and there he chan. 
ged water into wine for to {upply thewany 


1 . 
of thoſe that had muired hitn: He entredinrg 


Saint Peters houſe, and cured his mother in 
faw of 4 teurr that aflifted her fore, Heentred 
the houſe of Saint Markey at bis invieation, 
and by his divine vyertae he drew vow hin 
great multitude of publicans and ſinners. 
whow be cutcd of diſcaſes as well ſpiritual 4 
corporal, as the ſonerain 2urtior of life and hes 
alrch, He centred the houfe of the Phatifee, and 
ivſtified there & fintakwoman, and by herex- 
mple humbled the pride of him who having 
invited him into his houſe; had not the tivilis 
ty to entertain him as he ſhould. He entredrhe 
| houſe of Iairus , and raiſed his dead daughter 
tO life, He entred Zacheus his houſe , and le 
them all well diſpoſed , and in the ſtate of fa 
vation, He entred the Caſtle of Martha and 
Mary Magdalen and reſtored lite to their Bros 
ther Lazarus , that had bin dead and baried 
tour days. An4 to the-lame purpoſe we can 
allege other examples , for to proue that into 
what place foeger our Saviour cntied, he let 
there (cſtimonſs of his bounclles metcy ;and 
ſingular remonſtrances of his goodnes, as ve 
may aſſure ourſclues he did now in the houſe 
of Saint Zacbary. For though hecame thither 
ſceretly and diſguiſed, yet he did not omit in 
a moſt bountiful manner to communicate hi 
fauors and graces by ſanRifying his Precurſor, 
Saint Tohn ; and illuminating the father 

the mother , and replemiſhing them with the 
Holy Ghoſt and ſpirit of propheſic. And du 
ing the three months of his aboad chere, be 
muitiplicd theſe fauors,and diſtributed hisgif 
with a larger hand : ſothat this happy & 
received a new increaſe of ſpiritual 
ings cucty day by the preſence of outLord 

his hbly Mother. But what diſcouts may 
belicue did paſs between theſe two miraculow 
Mot!:ers,theVirgin Mary and SaintEliſabet 
and how did thoſe twolitle Infants catertal 


Dean other from their mothers wombs/ wht 


did they confer about ! what ſweet colloquics 
had they/with what huanlity did the glonous 


| Virgin ſerue her Cofin Elifabeth ! and how 
contounded 


co 
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ous -anſounded was that vencrable old woman, ing With great ſplendors of diuine grace : for hete wn 
ion, "F" feng herſelf ſo carefully attended by her, | were ret together i%0 Yonferful Mothers:Wwhe- 2, 

of tis 1 the moſt'aſuredly knew to be the Mo- | ref the one remaining 4 Virgin bad conceixed of IVLY, 
ens Ini nt of God, and Queen ot all Creatures! how | the Holy Ghoſt : and tve other being old and Lar- 


ren , of her hucband Za.hary: and theſame «An- 


many hours and days may we imagin they | 
gel had told them both what ſon« they were to bring 


iſedoner in conference about theſe ſtupen- 


1, He : . = | | wy T_y ory 

, and ious ayſteries:and in admiring the moſt mex- | /orth. «4 Bleſſed viſit , Yherein the litle Infant 
| into cifal bowels of the diuineGoodnes,for taking | Saint John Leing yet shut wp{in hi: mothers to- 
of the ven him tO redeem mankind by ways ſo | Wels, acknoYvl:dged and adored. bis Lord in the 


o the | jard, fo painful and vnſulferable vato him ! | Yomb of Aary : in Which Eliſabeth being full of 
4rd what 3 difference was thete between this { the Huly Ghoſt congratulaten Y:th the Virgin for 
'iſt andthe viſtes waich-we ordinarily-make | having conceiued the Son of God : and called ber 
now 4 days, Whereis we caſt awayſo much | Bleſſed , becauſe be bad belieed : and diſcloſed 
uthly tous 106, which being once loſtcan never | 220} ſecret! and hidden Myſteries : 1n Which infine 
1 Gas ke recovered more | viſits , wherein there is the Mother of oier Sautour and our Burn , the 
Chan- pothing but a vain oſtentatation of gallant } Virg'a M19 , being teplenished with a divine 
Yants 20 arc, ofiewels, of trinkets, and counterfait | 42d wnſpeakatlerny,reuoluing i br mind What 
{into I heany : where the moſt ordinary diſcours is | +he-b34 heard from the Angel, Jet herſelf to ſing 
etin | vyzin and vncertain news ofno importance; | the pratyes of God in that admirable and diuine 
ntred {} grofthings burtfull : and ſometimes it jsfpent | Cantide Magnificat. Thus much of the Coun- 
tion, | i urcabring arid repining , in flandering | cil of Bakl. © 

im 4 f and defrafting from the eſteenyand good re- Pope Urban, the (1x inſtituted this feaſt of 
tation of our neighbours: which diſcourſes | the viktation , and Boniface the ninth con- 
als | & wound the contcience , and: grecuouſly | firmedir , or to ſay better, did pabliſhit, in the 
dhe: | fend both God and men. Let vs compare | yeare of our Lord one thouſand three hundred 
ad { oorviits with this viſit thatrhe Queen of An- | eighty nine./The occaſion of infſtitutipg it was 
E226 vels the , to feruc her Cofin Saint Ehfa- | the moſt dangerous ſchilme which roſe vp in 
wing I beth: ari#compare what paſſed betweentheſe | the Church about the eteHion of Vrban the 
wilis { two with that which is treated in our viſits, | fixt: and For toobtain of Almighty God that 
edthe Fl dad we (ball find that we have preat reaſon | he wouls ſuppreſs it, and deliver his Church 
ghter Y i6beaſhamed of our (elues, toamend what is | from lo great 4 milchiet, the ſame holy Church 
d left JF tttifs, arid to beſecch with great humilicy the | with an vaanimous conſent had recours vnts 
flak F fineglorious and ever bletled Uirgin to obs | the molt faceed Virgin , taking het for ſpecial 
1nd If tiidgrace for vs ofher holy Son that we may | Adyocat , Patronels and Mcdiattix , that ſhe 
Bro If hititzteher in tlisand in other things. | |. wouldbe plealed to ak this fauor of her Son: 
wried The holy Council of BaHil in the three and | and to this end and deſign was inſtituted the 
can I fotrtieeh Seſſion hath 2 dilcouts of this feaſt | ieaſt of ourLadies viſiting SaintEliſabeth:and 
4010 Y ifvnr Bleffed Ladies viſitation, which becaue | God confirmed it with lome miracles And 
eldt F ſit doth briefly compriſe the Myſtery of it , | Reuclations. 

ad I left it down here. The MRS AM LG. a iis 
l>Cotinicil haning bin inſtrufed by the beanen- | ARR RE RE Ada 
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MiwWed op the bils Nath great feed and lt | rec entre ECtII0600% 
,thd ettredinto theltzle houſe of Zachary: OSA CI IO INNTIENS 
e Ttſn3 Chriſt that was in ber Womb made 
wel th ſan Fify Tobn Who was alſo in the | 
Wf Hi tnother Blig%abeth: and the Virgin vi | T pq ; | | .- 
Baeke Cue ſotrdber with words fulof life, THE _ hegfareat os 1 | 
Ir þo excellent 2 myſtery ought to excite great SVS and Samt Martian Martyrs. 
 m ll the faithful : of which Myſtery th:ſe 
lefied Mut bens that carried in them the 
uit} of our ſaln ation, entertained them/el ; 
Wb familiarly, and retoiced in ſpirit together. | » ter and Saint Paul , whilſt by 5, 
one was the ſacred Wirgin of the houſe and | (88 WJ Nexo's command they were de- | 
Weil David : and the other Elizabeth Yorthy | SIS taincd in the priſon Mamerti- 
4 a renerence , 2 dauzhter of Aaron. The Uir- | nas, two of the Chick were Proceſius and Mare 
del Y tnbadin ber vom} the*Greator of all things our | tinian t who conſidering the miracles that the 
-— ling : and Saitt Eligabeth had in hers his | boly Apoſtles wrought in priſon, by curing 
- h Prefer. Buth of thent hauing conterned mira- | diſeaſes , and driving out devils from poſlefied 
- Wonſly diſcourſe together of the fawors aud gra- | perſons,and withall hearing their admirable 
no” oY i they bad receiued jrom Heanen. This viſt: | and heavenly dofttin , being cnlightaed in 


or Man was moſt bapty andfortunat, aud sbin- | foule with the rays of the — 8 _ 


— 


I _ the ſoldiers that garded b 
| the plocious Apoſtles Saint Pe- 


mI 


43 
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Saint Proceſſus and Saint Martinian Martyrs, 


Nrengthned by the powerful ſuccour of divine 
grace, refolued to become Chriſtians , and 
caſting themſelues down at the feet of the 4- 
poſtles, opened vnto them their mind, and be- 
ſought them to admit them,by holy Baptiſnic 
into the number of the faithful, They dehred 
alſo the Afoſtles to go out of the priſon; for 
they were content to ſtay there intheir place, 
and vndergo whatſoruer penalty ſhould be 


iudged fit to be impoſed vpon them, for their | 


eſcaping cutof the hands of Iuſtice, Saint Pe- 
ter received them with all charity , and con- 
firmed them in their holy reſolution. And for 


-that there was no water at hand, wherewith 


to baptize them, he made the fignot the Croſs 
vpon the 1ock, whercon the priſon was built, 
and preſently there ſprung vp a fountain of 
clere water, ſo plentitul and ſo durable;, that 
it is 1unning to this very day : and neither the 
long continuance ct tine can drie it vp ,nor 
the multitude of people that reſort thither to 
dripk of it, doth diminiſh or make it morc 
ſcarce, With the water of this fountain were 
Piocefius 2nd Martinian baptized ; and: of 
{oldiers of Nero they became foldiers of Icſus 
Clnſt. Many more were conuerted and bap- 
tized with them, to the number of fourty ſc- 
uen , iwen and women. 

But Paulinvsthe Ivdge voderſtanding that 
Procefius and Mattinian had piofefled theme 
fſelues Chriſtians,cauſed them to te appreben- 
ded and brought before him : and endeuored 
by kindnes and ſmooth language to perſwa- 
de them to leane this fully( tor fo he termed 
It) and t0 retiarn to the Yorship of the Roman 
Gods that Conjerned the Empne , and to that 


Religion hich they badbin born and brea wþ in: 


fer lyihis means they might expet? great pre- 
ferment and not looſe the bonor and dignity they 
oY enivied , and their life to boot, But finding 
that theſe perſwafions availed nothing with 
them, he took an cther cours, and commanded 
their mr ovths to be bruiſed, and their teeth to 
be d>ſted out with great ſtones: in which tor- 
ment the holy Martyrs, all imbrucd in blood, 
littipg vp their eyes to heouen, gave thapks 
and ſaid Glory be in the higheſt to God. Then 
Pavlinus calling for an idol of lupiter, ſet it 
vfon an altar ,and would have the Martyrs 
to acoic 1t: but they inſteed of adorivg, ſpit 
into the face of it : which put Pavlinus into 
an intolerable chate and fury , who forto re+ 
venge bimfelf, ſtriptthem naked, and firecht 
them vpon the torture, where they were rackt 
mc cruclly , and their fides moreover were 
burnt with plates of iron red hot. This not- 
witFfancing, they fung with much ſpiritual 
ioy and iubily ot bart Your Name, o Lord,let 
zt be for cue eſt and halloea: let your Angels 
p1ai/e y0u 6nd all your creatures gine thee euer- 
lating glory and beneditlicn. Their bodies were 


alſo tozn and rent With ſcorpions , befideso-. 


= 8 


ther torments which they were pur 
whilſt the holy Martyrs —_ al —_— 
credible ioy and conſtancy , on 3 ſudainPy,, 
linus was ſtrucken blind , for one of his ey 
fell out of his head : and withal the dinelſciz. 
ing vpon his body,he beganeuen1nthisworld 
to te] the pains and dolors which expeted 
him ir be}, and after thiee days, died mot 
miſcrably. Pomponius , his ſon, for torcyen. 
pe his fathers death, acquainted the Emperor 
Nero with all that bad happened , and added 
that Proceſſu's and Mattinian Vere Magicians 
and coniurers , and by their enchantmen; bt 
killed bis father. W hereupon the Emperor gaue 
order to Celſarius , the Goucrnor © tthe ci 
to put them preſently to death, and the Go. 
uernor ſentenced thern to have their headscut 
of: which was executed without the City in 
the way Aurcliana, Their bodics were leftin 
the he}ds for to be devoured by dogs, But 
vertuous and great Lady , whole Name was 
Luna, that had hartned and encouraged the 
Martyrs in their torments, took them vp and 
embaulming them , with due reverepce and 
veneration buried them in a manour ofher 
own:whence afterwards they weretranſlaed 
into a Ct urch dedicated in their honor: but 
when that Church cawe to be tuined, they 
were taken vp again,and carried to the Prince 
of the Apoſiles , Saint Peters Church, They 
wereMartyred onthe ſecond ofluly in theyeu 
of our Lord ſixty nine,and thittienthofNew, 
SaintGregory in his two and thir tieth homily, 
which he made in the Church whete the Bo» 
dies of theſe holy Martyrs do reſt , ſpeaketh 
thus. T he fick, do come wnto the Bodies of thele 
Saints anaretwin bath ſound: thiſe Who baxt 
forſworn themſelues do come , and are tame 
ted ty the dimels : the puſeeſied io come, and at 
freed. He do Ye think theſe Saints to ligels 
heanen , Where they ore truly lining ſeing ths 
ewen wj 08 earth, Where they are dead, they# 
line nuivith#aniing by ſuch 4 multitude of 
miracles, And there among other things be 
tells of a holy and pious woman, that ofief 
viſited their bodies : how theſe Saints on 
appeared vntoher, and promiſed her torequr 
te well at the dcy of iudgment the gJewotion with 
Which le wiſited them. All Martyrologes 0 
make n cnton of Saint Proceſiusand Saltt 
Martin:izn, the Roman , thoſe of Bede, Viuar 
dus and Ado. Surius writes of them in 
fourth tome ot the lives of Saints, and Bav 
nivs in the firſt of his Annalls. 
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THE LIFEOF SAINT ELISABETH, 
Queen of Portugal , widow. 


: HE holy and nobleQueen of Por 
NS tugal , S. Eliſabeth wasthe miror 
yz of Queens, the patern and liuely 
} a); urtrait of ſuch Princeſſes as 
ol att five in wedlock:and for that ſhe 
new excellently well to match and ioine to- 
her the lowlincs and humility taught by le- 


> $ 


® ha {Chriſt with the greatnes andMaicity of her 
But | fucrainhonot anddigaity, ſhe became ASaint: | 


| ad therefore it is very fitting we ſhould gige 
dihe | next relation of her life, ro the end that on 
te one fide greatLadies may take it for an ho- 
e and Þ nottoreſemble her the neereſt they can;at le- ; 
ofher | {to imitatc het rare and admirable vertues : 
fad I ndonthe other fide, women of mean extracs 
r:but | tiogzod low condition come to be aſhamed to 

they makedifficulty of doing thatin their eſtate and 
og which S. Eliſabeth prattiſed , though 


Prince thi 
They | fe were 3 Queen. The ſtory of her lite is ga- 
e year thered out ot an ancient and very authentical 
New, Þ viiing, and alſo out of the Chronicles of 


ily, I SintFrancis Ins Order : and is in this man- 


tet, | 
aketh Y Saint Eliſabeth was ofa moſt noble race of 
thee I Kings and Emperors. Her father was Peter the 
\ bave I fhird, King of Aragon, and her Mother, Con- 
fantia his Queen £ which Conſtantia was 
1d ore Y} Ganghter ofManficd King of Sicily and gran- 
igeis I (ildoſ Frederick the ſecond Emperor. She 
7 the va born in the Raign of Zobs, ſurnamed the 
byb © nqpnor, King of Aragon, ber Grand father ; 
de & I bo brought her vp with a moſt ſingular | 
os he bac and affteicri vnto his death, which hap- 
ofien YY Ind when ſhe was flue yeares old:and he 
once I {his fon Peter ,her fathergheire and ſucce 
requi- = ® ofhis kindom, From ber very infancy ſhe 
vb © guegreattokens of vertue and deuation,and 
es © vuof4 moſt ſweet and amiable humor and 
Saint I dſpoſition, from cight yearcs of age ſhe reci 
{pare I fdthe divine office, which ſhe never omitted 
n bis Y her life after, She was moſt eminent for 
pare I Gullit, and an Angel in purity: and had a 
 F iibleand generous diſdain of all fading and 
Mcohſtant things of this world , faſtniog 
let bart and aftetion vpon the moſt cer- 
kin and permanent treaſures of Heaven. 
Vien ſhe was grown vp to be elcuen years 
tage, King Denis of Portugal demanded her 
anartiage of her father ,who(thoughit went 
tohis very hart to deptiue himſclfot the con» 


—_— 
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Grandees and worthy Perſonapes of the Kin- 
gdom to be at her ſeruice and command. For 
knowing right wel that all her greatnes and 
Maieſty ought to be ſubie&, and to yeld ho- 
mage vato the SouerainKing of the ynivers, of 
whon it depends, and vato whom ſhe was to 
give an account of it: ſhe humbled herſelf the 
more;and encreaſed the deuoti ns and exerci- 
les of piety, which ſhe praQiſed before in her 
fathers houle.She allotted ce:tain hoursfor he- 
aring holy Maſs, for attending to prayer, and 
found no time toſpendin vain ſports or recre- 
ations, or in idle diſcourſes and cntertainm« 
ents:but if ſhe had any vacant time, ſhe imploi- 
cdit in woiking for theAltar and made herLa-» 
dics of honor allo do the like. She was wons« 
dertully temperate in her dict,mean ja her attis 
re,attable io converſation,and wholy bent vp + 
on thelcruice and worſhip ofGod. Early in the 
morning ſhe readMatines,and heardMals ſung 
in her Chapcl, which ſhe kept moſt handſom 
and richly farniſht;and entertained for the ſer». 
uice of it yertuous and godlyChaplains,Euery 
day whilſt they were hnging the offertory at 
holy Maſs , ſhe came to preſent her offering , 
and vpon her knees kiſſing the Prieſts hands, 
took his bleſſing with an incredible humilit 
and devotion. When the moſt ſactedand Ared. 
fulSactifice was ended ,ſhe read theCanonical 
hours,together with our Bleſſed Ladies office, 
and the office for the dead. lathe afternoon 
ſhe was preſent cucry day at Enucaſong: and 
recited ſome other prayers. At certain hours 
ſhe retired herſelf into her Oratory for to read 
ſome deuout ſpiritual Book, and attend to 
contemplation and mental prayer; in the pra» 
iſe whereof ſhe had great feeling ofthe loue 
of God,and accompanied it with aboundance 
oftcares, which ſhe ſhed in demanding pardon 
for her ſins, as alſo for the fins of the King her 
Husband, and ofall her ſubiccts. Beſides the 
common and ordinary lent ofthe Church, ſhe 
faſted the lent of our Bicfled Lady,to wit, 
fourty days before her glorious Aflumption in- 
to Hcauen:and preſently after that, ſhe began 
an other faſt or lent of the Angels, which en- 
ded on SaintMichaelsday.Moreouer ſhe faſted 
the holy time of Aduent, and ordinarily three 
days of every week, and the eyes of many 
Saints, for whom ſhe had 4 particular deuoti- 
on. On tridays, Saturdays, and all mg of our 
Bleſled Lady and the Apoſtles, ſhe faſted 
with only bread and water : and would haye 


kat he took in her moſt holy innocent , and 
HY Tom. 2, 


added to theſe euen more fafts bad got the 


© kiog 


lovely conuerſation) condeſcended to the re- . 
queſt: and foon after,the marriage was made: "y 
of which was born Alfonſus, that ſucceded 1yLy, 
King Denis his father , in the Crown of Por- 
tagal,and the Lady Conſtantia , who came to 

be Queen of Caſtile, Saint Eliſabeth was far 

f:om waxing proud or vain , when ſhe {aw 

herſclf ſeatcd in 4 Royal throne : and all the 
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king her husband hindered her. She often | 
went on foot to viſit Churches , and Religi- 
ous houtes of men and women that were of 


2 mote holy and cxemplary lite and conuer- 


fation. She frequented often the Sacraments 
of Confeſſion and Communion : and her de» 
uotion therein did manifeſt itſelf by her many 
tears. In 2 word, for as muchas cencerned her 
perſon for rigot and auſterity ctlife , for aſſi- 
duity of prayer and converſation with Almi- 
2hty God, ſhe ſeemed rather to be a moſt per- 
tet Religious woman,then a powerfulQueen. 

But now in charity toward the poor, and 
zeal of procuring the good of her ſubiedts, ſhe 
was euen more admirablc. She charged her 
Aumonier or him whom ſhe had truſted with 
the care and office of diſtributing ber almes, 
never to refuſe any poor bedy that asked re- 
lief. Eucty year ſhe provided the Monaſteries 
of Dominicans , Franciſcans , and of all Nuns 
through out the kingdom with as wuch corn 
as was ſufficient for them : and gaue large al- 
mes vnto divers eucn out of thcKingdot. She 
gaue ozder to have all pilgrims and torain tra- 


-vellers lodged and harboured , and alſo provui- 


ded them with cloths if they Rood inneed of 
them. Whetevpgon a multitude of ſtrangers ca- 
we into Portugal , teing ipuitcd thither by 
the fare and report of her Jiberality. But as 
ior the people ofgocd condition that werein 
ſome want and neceſſity , ſte relieued them 
with greater care and incuſtry , thinking her 
chatity to be better beſtowed vpon them, by 
reaſon of their modeſty and the ſhame they 
had to ask for relief and ſuceor. She made it 
her kofines fectetly to furniſh young gentle. 
women that were poor and ceititute of trends, 
acco:ding to their condition, and togetthem 
mariicd , leaſt they might come to endanger 
their honor. She vifited the fick, lerued them, 
ard with her own bands drefled their fores 
without any ſquerriſtnes or averſion from 
them. Andon mandy thurſday waſhed the feet 
of ſotwe poot women that had loathſom vicers; 
and afterwards kiſſing them with great deuo- 
tion, ſent them away well clad and ſhod, On 
the ſame day her cuſtom was to giue apparel 
to ſome poor clergic-man and to ſome leper. 
Vpon good friday (he went very coarſly clad, 
and aſſiſted fo at the ceremonies of that day 
with wondeful humility and abundance of tea- 
res that run dYown trot her cyes, cauſed by 
the remembrance of thole which our Bleſſed 
Lord Fai he that day vpon the Crols for the 
faluation of the world : perſwading herſelf 
that whatioecer ſhe could do for his lake,was 
infinitly (hoit ot ber obligation to him; who 
deſerueda love and ieruice that was incompa- 
y greater, There was not a Church, Hoſp1- 
tal, Bridge , or any thing els built for the pu- 
blick good, which ſhe did not further and 


contribute vato, She perfefed, and enriched | ued 1olicentiouſly, and had no great 
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with revenues 2 Monaſtery of Nung 


Order of Saint Bernard, which had bin of the 


begun 


ren. She finiſhed alſo the Hoſpital 

cents for the breeding vp of "n_ pom 
that were abandoned and caſt off; and _ 
ting of the necdy ; andalivowed it prod _ | 
At Conimbiica ſhe built an Hoſpital harg b 
her Royal Palace,where ſhe entertained thirty 


In the town of Torres-nouas ſhe founded ; 
place of retreat for ſuch women as repentin 
themſelues of lewd courſes , deſired tofae 
their ſoules, rhat there they might haye whe. 
reon to live without offending God.Infine ſhe 
attended fo litle to her owncontentandcop. 
modity , that ſhe ſeemed wholy to belong to 
all the poor, needy,and afflifted perſons ot the 
Kingdom, 

Yet notwithſtanding all this which hath 
bin faid, that which ſhe made her principal 
ſtudy, and wherein ſhe did moſt of all excel! 
was the lone, obedience and reſped ſhe "Uh 
to the King her husband : and the patience 
and weeknes wherewith ſhe did difemble 
and put vp the many and great wrongshe gid 
her, For although King Denis were 4 valiant 
and bounteous Prince, 4frend of iuſtice and 
equity,and one that had compaſſion of poor 
laborers and workmen , and was endowed 
with many cxcellent parts: yet in his youth he 
was deboiſt and gave himſclt ouer tofondand 
filthy affeQions of lewd womerytothegrea 
diſhonor of his Royal Perſon , and nole(s in- 
iury of his vertuous Queen : who vſedall her 
endeauor for to reclame him, being far more 
ſenſible of the offence of Almighty God ,and 
ſcandal of the people , then of the injury 
which concerned herſelf. She was cuer molt 


f obedient and dvtiſul vato him, and ſtrived to 


give him-all the content and ſatisfaQtion ſhe 
could. She procured many prayers to be offer 
ed for him vnto «Almighty God. She made his 
baſe children to be brought vato her , cheri- 
ſbed them and prouided for them as if they 
had bin her own , and rewarded moſt bounts 
fully thoſe who had care to bring themy, 
and this with 2 moſt conſtant ſweetnes and 
cheerfulnes : a thing very vnuſual in ths 
world.By which means ſhe came at lengthto 
ſoften and gain the hart of the king , wiv 
when he vaderſtood the rare vertue of hishv- 
ly Queen , by the aſſiſtance of Godsg 

out of that filthy puddle ofan impure and 
ſual fe, wherein he had wallowed _— 
time ; and ever after kept the fidelity v 
Was duc to ſo vertuous 4 conſort. And tht 
which ſtruck a great ſtroke with bimtowu® 
this good reſolution, was very £O 

and remarkable accident that _ ; 
this manner. During the time that jy, - 


by 4 devout and rich Lady in thecity of Santz. , ? 


poor people, hfteen men,and as many womer, 


— 
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Gaint Eliſabeth Queen 


{1 his QueeN ; Acertain page , that was very 


he i conditioned, cnuying and maligning the 
u i. }ccorand favor that an other page, his com- 
an [y l on, had with the Queen ( whom ſhe loued 
-y n go honeſt,deuout, vertuous, and faitktul 
- = wan , and made vſec othim in diftribu- 
- 2” her ales) ſuggeſted to his Maieſty that 
Fu the Queen ſhowed ſome fondnes to that Page: 
_ "nd was more tamiliar with bimthen was fut- 
" no, The king not knowing the rancor and 
l; nalice of that mans perfidious and treache- 
* | ox hart; and by reaſon of his own ſenſual 
a ination , beivg prone enough to belicue 
he te like ofothers , gaue Credit tothat detraRti- 
he | as (ander, and relolued to wake away with 
"mw. || th<Queens innocent page. Wherefore he giues 
a order to A, lime-burner , that if on ſuch a day, 
by nd hower he ſent vnto bim I page with this 
«rand to enquire Whether be bad fulfilled the 
th Kings unmands,be ſhould preſently take him, 
"= ndcaſt hi into the lime kil thereto be burnt 
kh andconſumed : for that this was expedient to 
on || be don for the Kings ſeruice, Andon the day 
wk 1nd hower appoated he diſpatches the inno- 
"ble centyoung man withthis errand towards the 
did lipekil : ho obeys moſt redily , but paſſing 
ant bya Church , and hearing the elevation bell 
and {| ring(for he had 4 pious cultome as often as he 
oor | heardthe ſign given withthe bell for adoring 
wed | the Holy Hoſt at the conſecration, preſently 
hte {| togothither , and not to depart vntill Maſs 
and {© ya ended)be enters the Church, and prayes 
rea I theredeyourly vnto the endof holy Maſs:and 
in. © it falling ſo out , that before the Prieſt was 
het Þ} gonout of the Church, an other came in to 
ore © celtbrate , andaficr himyet a third , he ſaid 
and Þ there to heare two Maſſes more ſucceſſively. 
iury l0the mean while the King being very dett« 
not Y ruto know whether the Page were dead, 
Jto Þ (nd an other, and ( as God Almighty would 
\the If have it) that very malicious detraftor, who 
feer- ©] tad forged ſo baſe and ſhameful a ly ot his in- 
& bis I] nocett companion and of the moſt vertuous 
ieti- I Queen, toenquire whether his orders Were exe- 
they II ated, But _ —_ as he was come to the li- 
unti- © neil, and had asked the queſtion, the man 
ow, I wpoling this to be the meſſenger the King 
; and II intended ta ſend vato him, lais faſt bold of biw 
thi I adthrows him into the d—_—_ lime , 
theo If where he was {pecdily conſumed. Thus did 
wid I ttefoucrin Iudge defend the Innocent, agd 
sho- iſh the guilty, turning vpon his own head 
og I ſecret and iuſt vengeance the miſchict 
] It war plotting againſt an other,as ordinarily 
] i cotnexto pals : and beſides, he would have 
Jha Y to Vvdecſtand by this example,how bencti- 
| that FI calitisto ſoule and body,deuoutly to aflilt at 
pub Þf te Sactifice of holy Maſs. Not long after co- 
rabl wet the Queens page vatothe limepit , and 
edi8 Y alivbetber bis <Alaieſhies commands Were yet 
ng le pe; and being told that they Were 
we 028 word of it tothe king ; who being cx» 


— 


| 
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ceedingly ſurpriſed, wasalmoſt out of himſelf 
for admuration , ſeing ſo contrary an effeR of 
his appointment: but when he had well infor- 
med himſelf of all the particulars , he diſcouer- 
cdthe innocency ofthis Page and the wickede 
nes of the other, and the great vertue and 
lantity of his Queen ; whom be entended 
hence forth to treat with more loue, reveren- 
ce and reſpe&. 

Yet there happened afterwards an other 
buſines more troubleſom an4 petnicious, yet 
moſt fit for totry and exerciſc the patience of 
the bleſſed and vertuousQueen.For thePrince 
Altonſus, her Son, fell foule out withthe king 
his father, who was now vety aged : and the 
quarcl went ſo far that both of therm had ga- 
thered togethera great army , and were vpon 
the point ofgiuing battel one tothe other: for 
the Kingdom was deuided into two faftions: 
ſome adhering to the king, arid others taking 
part with the Prince : and on both fides there 
wanted not flatterers and detraQors, that we- 
re continually blowing the coales , for to en- 
kindle more the fire of their difſention. And 
although Sainr Eliſabeth vſed all means poſſi- 
ble to adiuſt and compoſe thele differences : 
and ncucr gaue ouer by weeping , praying, 
taſting , diſciplins and other corporal auſteti» 
tic, and eſpecially by large almes, arid works 
of piety to pacify Gods wrath , and moue him 
for to reconcilie father and ſon together : and 
on the other ſide exhorted her fon with the 
moſt efficacious motives ſhe could think of, to 
ſubmit himſelf, and not to forget his duty to 
his father : and then again with many tears 
beſought the king to pardon his ſon A and rc» 
ccauc him into hisffuor: yet notwithſtanding 
all this , ſome turbulent and fatious people, 
that were about the king, were continually 
whiſpering and buzzing in his cares , that bis 


Jon conceined ſo great animoſity azainſt him, and 


vas confirmed and encouraged in his rebellious 
defegns by the fauor and ſupport Which theYween 
under band ſubminiſtred vnto him. «And the 
king who had no great kindnesnow for the 
Prince, his ſon, and by old age was become 
ſuſpicious and icalous,gaue credit at length to 
the tales and falſe reports of theſe wicked ſy 
cophants ( the ordinarie and almoſt inſepara« 
ble companions, but withal the greateſt pla- 
gue and milchicf of Princes cc artofand carried 
on withan indiſcrect paſſion commanded her 
todepart trom Sanfaren , where (he reſided : 
and the vertuous Queen with great peace and 
quiet of mind, and 4 moſt admirable patience, 
retiredito the city Alanquer, where ſhe encre- 
aſcd her deuotion , corporal pennances , and 


\ almes, which ſhe offered vp to our Lord for 


the peace and quiet (ettlement of the king- 
dom. Whilſt ſhe was confined to this retires 
ment, ce:tain noble men out of their affection 


' and loyal duty to her, preſcated their (ervice 


towards 
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_ towards her reſtauration to liberty , and the 


o 
IvLy. 


- inſtating other in her dignity, But ſhe thank- 


ing them for their good will and redines to 
aſſt her, would by no means liſten vato 
their counſel, but deſired them to lay 2 /2de all 
Jack thoughts and deſigns for fear of encreaſing 
the kings iealoſies, and gining kin occaſ;ons 
of further difpleaſure: but t0 commit ail to the 
holy prouidence and ſWeet aiſpoſuton of Almighty 
Goa, who like 4 merciful father Y0::1d take ber 
vader bis proteflion , andinſtify ber ininocency, 
as indeed he did. For the king being informed 
of what had pailed, admiring the goodnes , 
wecknes, humility and patience ol his ;moſt ho- 
ly and Royal Ccnfoit , brought her back to 
his court and Pallace , and tendered her grea- 
ter love and refpett then cuer he had ſhown 
her be fores IS 
In a 1] troubles and :MiQions this vertuous 
and moſt pruderit Princeſs had recours to 
prayer : and for armor of proof againſt all 
aſſaults whatſoever took this conſideration , 
thit Gods her father, and that nothing can be- 
fall her $ hich paſses net through bir hand: and 
that if it cemes this oy , she need mit ſear of 
ticulle herfelf either for the wain inogments or 
7#41)creet diſcourſe s of men , or for any rude and 


tre Heſom encounters of the Y0114, Moreover 


ite was of 4 moll ſweet , quiet , gentle, and 
pcaccable ditpoſiticn ; wonderiully deſirous, 
«6d po ]cls active and induſiriovsto induce to 
ar an;icable compoſute parties that were Con» 
ceinedin any diftcience : wv herein Almighty 
God did bleſs her cndcvors aboue cuery ones 
e xxcAation, ard Tometiines with almoſt mita- 
culous ſucceſs. For beſides that ſhe brought at 
lepgth to a pcaceable iſſue theſe hot ditfutes 
that were between tte king her husband and 
the Prince her ſon;and reduced all the ſubic&s 
to their obedience and duty to their Soucrain, 

ſhe 1cconciled fome kinps aid great Princes, 

2nd madcea perte& agreement between them, 
to wit between Ferdinand tbe ſourth king of 
Caſlile , and Alfonſus de la Cerda his Cofin 
german zand between lohn the ſecond, _ 

of Aragon, her own brother , and the aforſai 
King of Caſtile her ſon in law : and after the 

king her husbands death, ſhe made peace bet» 
ween the ſame king and her ſonAlfonſus,then 
Kivg of Portugal. Andin this talent of ſetling 
peace and compoling difietences between 
Princes ſhe was ſo eminent, that the holy 
Church as w<ll inthe lcflons as prayer vpon 
Ker feaſt, doth particularly acknowlege it and 
= our Loid for it, and ſeemerh to take 

er for 4 ſpecial Patronels for the maintaining 
of peace and concord betweenChriſtian Prin- 
ces. And whata happy talent ſhe was to haue 
in this kind appearcd as ſoon as ſhe was born, 
for the lolemn and publick ioy which was at 
her birth , reconciled ber father and grand fa- 
ther, and happily compoſed the milvnderſan« 


ding and dangerous diflentions that were 
ween then. In order to the making of i 


band into both their kingdoms , ang t the 
=” ſatisfaftion ofthe Chriſtian world ath 
appy cnd to their diflcntions ang abit 
Atter which pious and charitable VOyage Kin. 
Dems fell-fick ; and Saint Eliſabeth thoy,? 
ſhe had always tehaved herlclfelf mo __ 
fully and diligently towards him , yet gaue 
more ſignal teſtimonies of her love and age: 
ction tor him in this time of his ereateſ} = 
ceſſity: tor ſhe took ininit paines about hin 
ſcruing andattending him in all things, Bur 
her main care and ſolicitude was to ſecyre the 
gocd of his ſoule, and to procure that he 


| might depart this life with harty ſotoy and 


contritionfor his fins. To whichpurpoſe the 
made many Maſſes to be ſaid , andgave mof 
large and bountiful almes, for to moye 4lmi. 
ghiy Godto be merciful vnto him, anddiſpo. 
ic him well before he called him out of the 
world : andit is to be believer thatthe diung 
gocdnes ſhowed him great clemency and 
mercy. He died at SanAaren on the fixt 0f1;; 
nuary in the yeare one thouſand three hundred 
twenty fiue. As ſoon as he wasdead, the Que: 
en retired hriſelf into her Chamber; where 
haujing cut of her hair , and clothed herſelf 
with the habit of Saini Clare, ſhereturneds- 
gain 1o the dead Corps , which ſhe accompa. 
nicd vnto Odiveras , a Monaſtery of Bernar- 
dins, where the king had choſen hisplaceto 
be buried in, There ſhe refided ſome months 
and procured many prayers and Maſſes to be 
ſaid for him,and gaue moſt liberal almes, and 
exccuted moſ} faithfully his laſt willandteſs 
ment, Thev [as it is recorded) ſhe wenta foot 
and diſpuiſed, in pilgrimage vato Saint lane 
his Sepulcher , and was preſent in hisChurch 
on the very feſttwal day of che Apoſtle , to 
whom ſhe offcred moſt rich giſtsof gold filuer, 
perles and pretious ſtones, as allo of filcks 
and coſtly furniture, hefides divers other map- 
nificent almes which there ſhe diſtributed 
From thence returning to Odiveras ſhe ſolen- 
nized her husbands anniverſary with great 
pompe and magnificence; whereat were pre# 
ſent the king her Son , and 2 great Company 
ofthe prime Nobility,and great Perfonagesd 
the Relme, 

Having performed this duty, ſhe retiredto 
Conjmbrica , where ſhe had begun , during 
the lite of the King her busbanda moſt ſiatc- 
ly and magnificent Monaſtery for the Religh 
ous of Saint Clare , which now ſhe funvines, 
and applycd vnto it great rents and polic 
ons. And whatſoever ſhe had that was 
and pretious, ſhe beſtowed all for the maints 
nance of the poor. But whereas ſhe did exev 


cdingly defire to ſhut healelt vp iN _m— 


Letween the two crowns of Caſtile ang a;.. 4 
gon ſhe made 4 voyage with the king her - A 
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Saint Elifabech Queen of Portugal, vvidovw; 
| weſſenger ſent from God, to warn her that :,. 


noſlery of Clareſſes, for to live and dy vader 
that holy Rule ( for which intention ſhe had 


I. 1Gaded by very Religious and diſcreet per- 
ons yon this account, that if ſhe were con- 
£ned ynto a Monaſtery, an infinity of poor 
and veedy people , who were maintained by 
her Royal charity, would be neglefed, and 
recome deftitate of ſuccor and reliefe, This 
motiue prevailed with her, and made her pre. 
fer the publick good and benefit before her 
privat defire and deuotion. W herefore con- 
renting berſelf with the. habit of the third 
order of Saint Francis , ſte built herſelf a 
houſe nere to the Monaſtery of Saint Clare, 
and viſited the Religious when ſhe had a 
wind, taking great delight intheir holy con+ 
yerfation ; they being fourſcare and ten in 
mober , and cany ot them of noble extraci- 
on: ſometimes ſhe ſerued them allo ar table, 
having for companion in that charitable and 
humble office the Queen Beatreſs, her daugh- 
ter in law. She aſſiſted alſo at the divine offi- 
ee, and yet ſaid it every day A part with five 
ofthe more ancient and perte& Religious:and 
every day heard two ſolemn Maſſes, one of Re- 
qview for the king her husband zand the other 
proper tothe preſent day. After diner ſheſpent 
hertime in diſpatching petitions and requeſts, 
teaning the poor , giving almes, and viſiting 
mBoGinal which ſhe had built nere her own 
houſe, and called it from $9#int Bljabeth of 
Haary , where ſhe maintained thirty poor 
ferſons, And after (be had ended theſe chari- 
table exerciſes , ſhe returned to prayer and 
catemplation, wherein ſhe found the greateſt 
content and ſatisfation. And whilſt ſhe was 
bus taken yp with the funt1ons of Mary and 
Martha; ſhe vnderſtood that there was 4 great 
Lipute riſen between her ſon, King ofPortu- 
al, and ber ſon in law , king of Caſtile, both 
alle «Aifoyſur , which diſſention if it were 
bot ſpeedily compoſed, was like to engage 

Relmes in 4 cruel and dangerous war. 
This aflited her aboue meaſure ; and with 
wy teares and prayers ſhe begd of our Lord 
Otake ber rather out of this world , then to 
tt her live for to ſee ſo great wiſchicf, And 
| for her ſingular loue ot God, and of peace 
ad ynion, ſhe reſolucd to abandon the reſt 
Ulrepoſe ſhe entoyed in that reggement,and 
v9oto Eftremos , where the kihg , her Son 
Ts, for to reconcile him with the king of 
Caſtile. And although her ſcruants andatten- 

e were erneſt with ber , to differ her jor- 
K),vatillthe heats, which were then exceſſiue 
Wat ,were ouer; ſhe made anſwer that be 
aldnot better ſpend ber health and ber life then 

Jecking to preuenathe miſeries and calamities 
Vid Yowld enſue if theſe two Princes came to 
9 Yar, And fo ſhe came to Eſtremos with 3 


F \lredie taken the habit, as we ſaid) ſhe was 


the time was at hand , that he would take her 
to himſelf, and put 4 period to hetlong and 
glorious painsand labors. She confeſled ſeue- 
ral times , and recciued the holy Viaticum of 
our Lords Body vpon her knees by the Altar, 
and made her laſt will. She was viſited at the 
hower of her death by the Queen of Angels, 
for whom ſhe always had a moſttenderand 
hogular devotion, And perceiving that her 
hower was drawing nere, with wonderfull 
attc&ion and abundance of tcares, ſherecom- 
mended herſclf to this her gloriousPatroneſs, 
with thoſe words : Maris Mater gratis , 
Mater miſericordie, tu nos ab boſte protege , (7 
bor@ mortis (uſcipe. Mary , Mother of grace, 
Mother of mercy , defend vs from the Wicked 
enemy , ani recetue our ſoules into your bleſſed 
armes at the bover of our death. And having 
repeated this and diuers other deuout prayers; 
in the preſence of her Son the king, and her 
daughter in law , ſhe rendred vp her happy 
{oulc to God on the fourth of Tuly in the year 


the fiue and fixticth of her age. Our Lord 
wroughtdigersmiracles by her aliuc and dead. 
Whilit ſhe was living , ſhe healed4 Religious 
woman, whoſe name was Margarit,ota great 
difcaſe in her breſt , by making vpon her the 
ſign of the Croſs. And cured allo a poor wo- 
man that hadan vylcer in her foot, by waſhing 
her feer on mandy thurſday ; and often kiſſing 
the ſore. The like curcs ſhe wrought ypon one 
that was couered ouer with a Pale eproly, 

vpon a woman troubled with the falling ike 
nes, anda girlc that bad bin born blind,ſhe was 
carrying once a ſum of mony wrapt vp in her 
gown for to beſtow it ypon the poor : and the 
king mecting her, asked What tbe had there » 
She ſaid sbe bad roſes : and as the king deſired 
to ſee them, he found they were roſes indeed, 
though it were not that ſeaſon of the year. 
When ſhe was once very lick , the door 
counſclled her todrink wine, but ſhe making 
difficulty to do it, they brought her a cup of 
water , which was miraculouſly tarned into 
excellent wine. After her death, as her body 
was carried from Eſtremos vato Saint Clares 

Monaſtery of Conimbrica, inthe great heats 
of the month of luly, there came fromitno ill 

ſmell, but on the contrary 4 moſt ſweet and 
grateful ſauor, which was eſteemed to be abo« 

uc nature and miraculous; for the iorney con+ 
tinued ſeven days ; and the fauor lalted all the 

time, euen vntill ſhe was buried inthe Mona» 

ſery. Where there was infinit weeping and 
moarning , not only among the Religious; 

whom ſhe had maintained as her daughters , 

butalſo among all the gauge eſteemed her 

to be their mother, and lived by her charity.on 
the very day that ſhe was buried, 4 Nun ofthe 


Wlent fever , which ſhe looked vpon, as 4 
Tom, 2, gi 


| Monaltcry by touching the cotin , was ſudais 
DN 


gly cured 


. - 
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one thouſand three hundred thirty fix, and ' 


Wy: | 
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— at her lips :-and diuers others recciued great 


IVLY,-Queco: ſome being cured of corporal infir- 


. atthe requeſt of king Emanuel of Poitugal, 


CE OO DEI DINNA 


nly cured of 2 diſeaſe that like 4 canker did | 
:fauors of God by the interceſſion of this holy 


mities, and others freed\from wicked ſpirits 
that poſleſied them, 

Before ſhe was ſolemnly canon, zed and 
-put inthe Catalogue of the Saints whom the 
whol Church doth honor:Pope Leo the tenth 
being informed of her ſanity and miracles, 


permitted her feaſt to be kept through out the 
Dudceſe of Conimbrica, on the day that ſhe | 
was buried: ,- to wit the thirticnth of Ivly, 
nine days after that of her death : and Pope | 
Paul the fourth, for to gratify King lobn the 
third of Portugal, extended the former grant 
'vnto all the dominions of the ſaid king, eAlter 
which grant our Lord wrought new and gre- 
at miracles by the merits and intercctlion of 
this holy Queen:and among others, many ſick 
. perſons anointing themſelues with the oule 
of the lamp that butas before her Sepulcher, 
were perte&ly cured. At length Pope Viban 
the eight in the yeare one thouſand fix hun- 
dred twenty fiue, in the great ſolemnity of the 
Iubiley, canonized her toraSaint,and perwit- 
ted her feaſt to be kept on the day of her hap- 
py departure out: of this life , which is the 
fourth of luly,through all theChriſtian world, 
to the glory of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt , the ho- 
nor ofthe Saint, the ornament of the kingdom 
of Portugal , and edification of the vniuerſall 
Catholick Church. 
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THE LIVES OF SEVEN 
Brothers M. artyrs,Sons of Saint Felicitas, 


Ry N the Raigne of Marcus «Aurelius 
- Emperor, there lived at Rome a no- 
AXF ble and venerable Matron and wi- 
dow , called Felicitas , who had ſcucn Sons, 
whom ſhe had brought vp from their infancy 
in the holy Chriſtian faith,and in all laudable 
and pious exerciſes, becoming their condition 
6nd age.This holy widow had made 4 vow to 
live continent and chaſt : and emploied her- 
ſelf wholy in prayer, faſting , and works of 
charity And by her example many gentils were 
moved to become Chriſtians; and all Chriſti- 
ans Rirred vpto live vertuouſly according to | 
their proſeſhon. This did fo much preſs the | 
ſpleen , and move the pall of the idolatrous 
Prieſts, the deadly enemies of all goodnes and 


Saint Eliſaberch Queen of Portugal, vvidoiy, 


piety , that they perſwaded the Emperor to | 


command Felicitas and her children to he 

prehended ; for that the Tmmortdl Gag, ſaid 
they, Were extremly offended and angry 4 Bey 
there Yas noother means. to patify they Wat 
but by compelling theſe Chriſtians to offer Jaaif 
ce unto them. v. Felicitas with her Sons __ 


all taken , and the arraignment .was remitted 


to Publius , Prefe& or Governor of the cit 
who taking Felicitas a ſide vſcd allthe perfyr 
altons and inQucements he could, for to brin : 
ber , freely to ſacifins wnto the Gods , thus, 
might not be obliged to come to rigor and ſeunity 
tuwards ber and her ſons. But Saint Felicitas 
returned him this anſwer : do not think 9 74, 
blias , to Win me With thy fair and flatter 
tanguage,or to teirify me' with thy threat, Fu 
1 haue the Spirit of God Yithin me that vil wt 
ſuffer me to beouercom by Sathan : and therein 
Jure T am I hall be to bard for thee Who art his 
mimſler. Publius replyed o wnbapyy and Miſes 
ralle Woman , is it poſſible thoy , ouli be þ 
Wveary of life , and ſo deſirous to dy , that thay 
Wt not permit enen thy children 19 live \but 
Wilt force me to deſtroy them by moſt litter a 
cruel torments ? my children , ſais Felicitas, j 
they offered ſacrifice to thy Gods, Would & a 
euerlaſting death. But nov /eing they do ackady. 
ledge and Worship Teſus Chit, they areto live 
eternally with him, The next day the Iudge 
litting in the Temple of Mars ſent forFelici 
tas and her ſons :'who as they were brought 
before him , addreſſing his ſpeech to the Mo 
ther ſaid : take pity of thy children , 0 Felt, 
Who are nov in the floriching prime of youth,anl 
by their good parts and abilities may afpirety 
the greateſt honors and preferments. Saint Fel 
citas anſwered : thy pity is impiety , and tl 
counſel cruel and deceitful : and then turin 
herſelf towards her children, ſhe —_ 
them to conſtancy in this manner. Hy ju! 
look up to heauen here Chrif# expef2s gon With 
all his Saints. Fight manfully for the gudef 
your foules , and they yourſelues faithtul a 
conſtant in the loue of the true God,Chriſt Tem. 
Which words wete heard by the Iudge, wio 
was extremly exaſperated, taking it foranit 
tolerable affront, that ſhe durſt giue herchib 
dren ſach counſel before him : and commate 
ded ſhe ſhould be cruelly buffeted, Thenkt- 
ding for the cldeſt of the ſons whoſe namevs 
Ianuarius : apd viing all his art andsKill, it 
mingled tair promiſes with threats, andſve- 
etnes with rigor;for to induce the young mi 
to adore the Gods. But he anſwered him wot 
conſtantly : thou goeſt about to perſivace me 
2 foolich thing, contrary to all reaſon: but Tam 
fide in my Lord leſus Chriſt, that be vil priſe 
ue me from ſo great an impiety, The udge here 
vpon gaue order he ſhoulg be ſtript, and : 
aten moſt cruelly, and ſo ent bim back ion 
priſon. Then he called for all the reſt of 
Brothers in order: and made vic ofall - 
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Seuen Brochers. Martyrs , Sons of Saint Felicitas, 464 


_ and force to ſubdue their minds, and-bring { 


them to adore his Gods, and obey the Empes 


erc to n0 purpoſe, and that all the ſeuen 
one (the holy Ghoſt ſpeaking by their 
mouths) made him the ſame anſwer in differ- 
-at words: after they had bin moſt barbarouſly 
vhipt, Ae informed the Emperor of the whole 
fate of the buſines : who ſent word that they 
hould all of them be put to death, but by dit- 


ferent torments., 


Which cruel ſentence was executed in this | 
manner: Januarius, that was the eldeſt, had- 


frſt his fleſh torn off with whips: and after 
yas beaten ſo long with thick cords , at the 
«nds wherof bung plummets of lead , vntil he 
gaue-VP the Ghoſt. Felix and Pbilip wete all 
buiſed and broken with cudgels, Silnanrs 
was thrown down from 4 high rock. Alexan- 
lr, Uitalis and eHartialis were behcaded. 
And at length their vertuous Mother Saint 
Felicitas was alſo martyred four months after 
them, and the Church keepeth her feaſt on 
the three and twentieth of, Nouember. Saint 
Gregory writeth thus of her in one of his ho- 
milies. The ble(sed Saint Felicttas , Whoſe feaſt 
ve ſolemnize to day , Was 4 ſeruant of Feſus 
Chriſt, and by preaching his Name, became his 
other 3 and bauing leuen children, the Was 

re afraid to leaue them after her on earth, 
then other mothers are to ſend theirs before them 
to heaven. For when she was inthe heat of perſe- 
tution she inflamed the barts of her childrens 
vith the lows of their heauenly countrey, and x as 
their mother in ſpirit , whoſe bodies 5 he had born, 
riuing them to God by her exhortations,bom in 
their natiuity sbe. a1 brought into the World. 
We may. wel ſtile this eMatron 4 Martyr , yea 
mire then 4 Martyr. For that ſeing her ſeuen 
deat children martyred before ber ,sþhewvas in 4 
fut martyred in them all : and though he Were 
the eight an place, yet from the fouf to the laſt 
the was always in pain, and ber own killing was 
wt the beginning but the end of ber Martyr 
dm : and 5he receiued 4 Crown Which Was dev 
onto bor not only in regard of herſelf but alſo 
of them. The boly Mother ſeing her ſons in tor- 
ments remained firm and conitant , 1eſenting 
their pans by 4 natural inclination as 4 mother, 
and yet in ber bart 1ecoicing for hope. She feared 


to teaue them aliue, and: therefore took, great 


antent in their death ; she would not hawe one of 
them to ſtay pon earth', that none might fall 


' tort of beauen. Saint Felicitas loued ber chil- 


hen according to the flesh : and yet che deſired 
Mey 1hould ſuffer 4 temporal death for to gain 
aa life, The Church keeps the feaſt of the- 
ſe ſeyen Brothers on the day oftheir Martyr- 
Gn, which was on the tenth of luly , in the 
Jearof our Lord one hundred ſeuenty five, in 
daysof'Marcus Aurclius Emperor, 


nding that all his plots'and ende- 
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THE LIVES OF SAINT RVFINA 
and Saint Secunda, Siſters , Virgins 
and Martyrs, 
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my H E holy Virgins and Martyrs, 


© Ers ,and Romans, nobly deſcen« 
F# ded... Their. father was called 


relia. They were promiſed in marriage and be- 
trothed to. two Gentlemen of quality , 4rmen- 
tarins and Verinns : who tor tearc ofthe pers 
ſecution of Ualerianus and Galienus, fell from 
their Religion , and renounced Chriſt : and 
thought to preuail with their Spouſes, Rufina 
and Sccunda,to do the hike, But they, though 
they were more weak in ſexe , and cones 
quently-moze timorous' by natute ; yet ſhewd 
more courage and ſtrength, then men , and 


their greater ſecurity , reſolued to depart from 
Rome, and retire themſclues to an inheritance 
belonging vato them, which was a priuat pla» 
cc in Tuſcany. When they were now going 
forth of the city, their pertidious ſpouſes went 
andgaue notice of their intentions and reſolue 
tions to the Count Arccfilaus , whopreſently 
purſued them with armed men, and overtook 
them about tour miles from Rome : and deli- 
gered them ouer to Innius Donatus, that was 
Gouernor of the City, The Gouernor commits 
ted them both to priſon, but commanJed they 
ſhould be ſeparatcd from one an other : and 
at three days end ſent for them to anſwer at 
his tribunal, And firſt examining Rufina 4 
part, he began with much mildnes and ſweet- 
nes to ſolicit hex to leave ber Religion, pro» 
poſing vnto her ber nobility , ber age and beau- 
ty, and the content and bappines she might enioy 
in her Spouſe : and on the other fide the great mi- 
ſeries and calamities be is toexpeft , if she 
adores not the Gods, But finding that he 

did but looſe his labour , for that neither 
force , nor art , nor fiaud could make any 
impreſſion 'ypon that invincible hart ,which 

was armed with the lone of chaſtity and 

faith ot Chriſt : he'calls for Secnnda to be 

brought in,that ſeing her fiiter Rufina cruelly 

ſcourged betore her , ſhe might for tear ofthe 

like torment ſubmit to his will and plea-« 

ſure. And without delay the officers take Ru- 

fina in hand , and rent and tear her innocent 


| body withwhips, Which Sceunda behoNing; 


and 


\Rufina and Secunda were Siſt= 


Aſterius ; and their mother 4u- 


ſtood firm and conſtant in their faith : and for 


10. 
Tyr, 


Cr ee een nn — —— — _ 


and being all on fire to imitate her ſiſter and 
—_— are © her Lord and Saviour, 
10. turning herfcfwith 4 holy Kind of indigna- 

' +JvLy, tion towards the Judge , ſhe cryes out a loud 
* * © vnto him: What oſt thou mean , thou perners 
man, and enemy of allgoodnes, that wbil # thou 
d)ſt ſo bighly honor and glorify my fiſter , thuu 
letft me alune as vnvorthy to partake of her glory 
and crown? me thinks , ſais the Governor, thox 
art more foolich and mad then thy fiſter. And 
the Saint replyed : neither is my ſiſter ont of her 
Wits ror am 1. But we are both of vs Chriſtians, 
cAndit is fitting We should not be ſeparated in 


Feſus Chriſt, For the vertue ant ſtrength of 4 


eternal glory in heauen , the more bloves of text- 
 foralgribulation ve shall endure with patience, 


their ſpouſes, and marrie them. But as they, 
maintaining ſedfaſtly their firſt reſolution, 
faid they would ſooner ty then caſt avay the ine- 
ſtimable perl of Virginity, he asked them What 
they would do, if that Which they lone and prize 
ſo much , should be taken from them by force 
againſt their will. Saint Secunda anſwered: 4 
Tirgin can not looſe the purity and integrity of 
ber ſoule but by her own will and conſent. The 
force and wiolence that is offered to 4 Virgin ts 
A pain and torment wnto her. And that torment 
encreſes ber crown in glory *: Wherefore do what 
thou thinkeſt fit : prepare fire , flames, ſwords, 
whips, rods, cudzels, ſtones : and Whatſoewer tor- 
ment beſedes thou canſt inuent : the more pain 
thou putteſi vs wnto , the greater glory doſt thou 
procure o vs. The Iudge commanded them 
both to be caſt into a dark and deep dungeon, | 
and therein to be made a loathſom ſmoke, by 
burning of dung , for their greater tor- 
ment, But our 1.ord terned that noiſom ſtench 
into a moſt pleaſing ſauor, and filled that 
dark hole with a bright-ſhinipg light. From 
thence they were taken by the Gouernors 
command , and put into a cauldron of hot 
ſeething oile : where after they had bin two 
whol howers , they felt notwithſtanding no 
pain or trouble; but on the contrary recc1ued 
great eaſe and comfort, Whercat the Iudge 
being aſtoniſhed commanded they ſhould 
be thrown into the river Tyber , that runs 
through the midle of the city , with great 
ſtones tied vnto their necks: but when this 
order was cxecuted, the bleſſed Siſters remai- 
ned aboue water , fo far from any danger of 
being drowned , that they were not as much 
as wet. Andin this condition they were fora 
good balf hower, ſinging praiſes to Almigh- 
ty God, and declaring his wonders.At length 
they were taken trom thence, and carried ten 
miles out of the City into a wood , wheis | 


465. Saint Rufina and S.Secunda Siſters, Virgins andMarty, 


pain and torment , but be Whipt alike, as ve a0 
both of ws agree in the faith and confeſſion of 


Chriſtian 1r augmented by ſtripes:and by ſo much. 
the more pretious andrich Will be our Crowns of 


The Iudge cxhorted them both to return to | 


they were beheaded. Their bodies werelth 
in the place for to be a prey ynto wolves, By 
their Soules rand with great light ang 
glory , appeared voto 4 Roman Lady 
whom this wood belonged, whoſe nameyy 
Plautilla, and ſhe was yeta painim, They a 
her become a Chriſtian, and toke their lagu, 
and bury them : andin recompenſe the Yhoull 1, 
made partaker of that bappines Which they @. 
zz ed. Plautilla performed moſt exadily thei 
commands : and going vntotheplace , found 
the ſacred Bodies tree from corruption and 
cuil fauor. She made a Tomband monument 
for them , where they reſted for many year 
But were afterwards broupht into the cit, 
and placed in Saint Iohn Laterans , called 
Conſtantiniana , nere vato the font where 
Conſtantin was baptized. The Martyrdow 
oftheſe holy Siſters and Virgins happenedin 
the year of our Lord two hundredandthree 
core, on the tenth of Tuly : on which day the 
Church keeps their feaſt, The place allo, 
where they were martyred is even yet yery 
remarkable and famous at Rome;whichisbe. 
yond Tyber, in the way Aureliana , where 
was built a Cathedral Church and it is called 
the White foreſt, Mention is made of theſe 
Saints in the Roman Martyrologe andintho- 
_ Uſuardus , Venerable Bede and Saint 
Ado, 
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III LLLLELLILL SI 


THE LIFE OF SAINT PIVS POPE, 
the firſt of that Name , and Martyr. 


Aint Pius Pope and Martyr wasſon 
S; ofRufinus,and bornatAquilciaflc 
We ſucceeded in S. Peters chair Saint 
'Hyginius , who had bin alſo marty- 
red ,in the year of Chriſt one hundred fity 
eight, in the Raign of Antoninus Emperor. 
Saint Pius made moſt profitable ordinations 
for the Church. He impoſed great penalties 
vpon Prieſts that behaved themſelves neglis 
gently about the Sacrifice, and adminiſtration 
of the Sacrament ofthe Altar, and vponthoſe 
that did maliciouſly forſwear: and cuen th 
that reprchended them not, when they heard 
them. He commanded that all the goods a 
poſſeſſions of the Chorch , which were ded 
cated to the ſeruice of God and maintaining 
of Eccleſiaſtical perſons ſhould be inuiolably 
conſerued. He ordained that Virgins ſhoul 
nct be conſecrated before five and twent 
yeares of age. He made 4 decree wherein ” 
commanded that the boly feaſt of Eaſter _— ; 


» Vito | 


| - pins eſtabliſhed and confirmed iit again, 


Saint Pius Pope,and Martyr. 


{from death to life on Sunday. And this had 
-nſtituted: betore by the Apoſtles. But 


c away an abuſc that had czept into 

, =—_—_ ore imitated the Iews in kece- 

inp of Eaſter.and he v as moucedto make this 
'Linarron by 3 licle book which a Brother 
of his, St Hermes , 2 holy man, dedicated 
nobim. Wherein by way ofadialog an An- 

in habit of a ſhephard warns all Chr ſti- 
ins to ſolemnixe our Lords Reſurrefion on 4 
(414g. He conſecrated at Rome the place 
called Therroz Novatiane in honor of Saint 

vodentiana ,at the requeſt of her ſiſter Pra- 
edes: and eoriched it with great gifts , and 
ifen fa1d boly Maſs there, He bleſſed a tont 
:1it, ig which be baptized divers with his 
own hands. He writ ſeucral epiſtles which 
ure yet extant together with his decretals in 
eBook of Councils.Befides which, he wrir 
wo others vato luſtus, Biſhop, as it ſecms , 
of Viean : in one whereof he ſpeaks thus, 
Have great care of the Bodies of «Martyrs , as 
of the Members of I eſas Cbriſt : for the apoſiles 
brre wery careful of the Boy of Sarnt Stephen. 

viſit the Saints 13 priſon that rote grow cold 
wreient 18 {rith; encourage and animate them 
al to perſewer. Let Prieſts and deacons reſpet? 
andrtherence you , 2! 3: greater but a5 & Mi- 
aſter of Cbr1{?. Let all che people findreſt pro- 
ein and jernrity in your fantiity, F would 
have 104 kno, moſt dcare brother and compani- 
u, that God bath reaenled unto me that 1 am 
junto end the cours of my pilgrimage. IT only 
1queſl of y08 that you remain firm and conſtant 
in Vuion of the Churth, and forget not me. Ail 
tle Senat and poor company of Prieſts and eMi- 
aiſers of Chriſt , that are in Rome, ſalute 304 

VAnd Tjalute all the College of our Brethren in 
ar Lord that are ith you, This is Contained 
that epiſtle of Saint Pius , wherein he dif- 
couers plainly his tervent zeal, and the abun- 
dance of that heauenly ſpirit which poſlcſled 
lim, and the great care and ſvlicitude which 
le had of the gooG and advancement of the 
Church, Infine baving with great holines 
i life gouerned the Church of God nine 
ſais, ix months, wanting three days, accor- 
Wnyto Baronius,he was crowned with Mar- 
hidoca : though thexe be great varicty of 
opinions Concerning the time of his Pope- 
Om, He gave boly orders five times in the 


| bonth of December and conlecrated twelue 


bilbops , eighteca Prieſts, and one and rwen- 
hDcacons, fe was buriedin the vatican. The 
Chuch folcaniſes his memory on the ele- 
tenth of fuly : which was che day ot his Mar- 
yidom, in the year one hundred threelcore 
ud ſeven , in the days of Marcus Aurelius 
Lucius Ucrus Emperors. 
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THE LIVES OF'SAINT NA4BO0R 
and Saint Felix Martyrs. 


is HE holy Martyrs Nabor and 
F Felix were taken in Milan by 
*& commandment of Maximian 
©2/3 Emperor , who together with 
#4 Diocletian , was a moſt bloody 
rſecutor of Chriſtians. This cruel tyrant 
beviey examincd they, and finding that they 
were Chriſtians,and reſoluedto be to, during 
life, committed them to priſon, and gaue molt 
ſri& order that nothing ſhould be given 
them to cat. TheSaints remained ſome time in 
priſon , enduting with much paticnce the na» 
ſine ſs of the place, lungar, and other incom- 
moditics. But when the tyrant deſpaired by 
keeping them in this hard durance, to make 
them aiter their reſolution ; he made them be 
brought again before him; and commanded 
that Nabor in the preſence of Felix, ſhould be 
4 long while beaten with cudgels , and then 
put vpon the rack, where his tides were moſt 
pitifully burnt with fie1 hwy all his 
body torn and rent with claws of iron. But 
perceiving .that neither Nabor relented for 
all theſe torments, nor Felix was any thing 
coved to ſee him ſuffer them , or was appre« 
heniive of his owne Caſe , if he ſhould be put 
vnto the like : but both of them were inuins 
cible and inflexible: he caſt them intoa great 
fire , which did nothing at all endammage 
them , nor conſume as much as one hair of 
their head. Which notwithſtanding could not 
bring the tyrant to acknowlege the power 
of God , or tb giue ouer his cruelty and wice 
ked deſizn. For on the contrary he became 
more hard and obſtinat,and milcalled the ver- 
tue and payer of God cachantments and 
witchcraft. And 1o ſcnt them back into priſon, 
And ſome days after , made them be taken 
thence again,znd gaue orcer that they ſhould 
be beheaded ncie to the river Celere, A no- 
ble Lady called Sabina buried their bodies, 
The Church folecamizes their Martyrdom on 
the day on which it happened , to wit the 
twelfth of July, inthe year of ourLord three 
hundredand three. in the Raign of Diocletian 
and Maximian.Saint Ambroic makes mention 
of rhem : and Paulinus writes in the life ofthe, 
ſaid Saint Ambrofe, that the Church where 
their holy Bodies were buried , was much 
trequented by the Chriſtians. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT ITOHN 
Gualbert , Founder of the order of Vallis 
Pmbroſa, Abbot and Confeſsor. 


FEA N the ſame day,the twelfth of luly the 
BK holy Church makes 4 commemorati 
e=8 on cf Saint lohn Gualbert , who was 

born at Florence of rich and noble Parents, 

and was conuerted from a vain and ſecular 
life , to follow the perte&ion of the Evange- 
lical Councils by this remarkable acccident. 

His father, whoſe name was alſo Gnalbert, a 

moſt tout and couragious man, bore deadly 

hatred toa certain perſon, that had moſt vn- 
zuſtly killed one of his ſons , and was per- 
petually in ſearch of him, for to revenge the 
murther with his enemies death. Ioha was 
eaſily perſwaded by his father, to ſhew him- 
ſelf as muchconcerned in the quarel, and de- 
fired nothing more then to meet with him 
that had killed his brother. And it happened 
one day that riding to Florence very well ar- 
med, and accompanied with his man, in a 
narrow paſſage he meets this his enemy , at 
ſuch an aduantage , that he couldnot by any 
means eſcape. The poor fellow ſcing himſelf 
at the mercy of him whom he had fo hain. 
ouſly offended , lights of his horſe, and vpon 
his knees belought him Ly the Paſſion of Feſus, 

Who ſuffered as that day for to ſpare him. This 

was (o torcible 4 motiue with lohn Gualbert, 

that preſcntly he allights too, and lifting vp 

the man , and embracing him in his armes , 

he ſais vnto him : feare 20t, for ſeing thou haſt 

found ſo good an eAduocat and Patron , F Wil 
70t only do thee no bara , nor ener think more 
of former iniuries ; but- alſo bence forweard lowe 
thee like that wery brother of mine Whoſe death 
7 [ought toreuenge. And thus they parted, but 
Saint Iohn going forward in his way , came 
to a Church of Saint Miniates , belonging 
to Ro men; and enters in there to pray: 
and as he was performing his deuotions be. 
fore a Crucifix which was of wood, the head 
of it bowed down vato him , as it were 
thanking him that for bis ſake he bad not only 
pardoned , but alſo moſt loningh imbraced bis 
#7:emy : and the noile of the crack which the 


wood gaue, was plainly heard by thoſe that | 


were preſent. Which Crucifix is yet kepr ve- 
Ty carefully , and held in great veneration in 
the ſa1d Church , as 4monument of ſo ſtran- 
ge 4 miracic ; and of our Saujours extraordi- 


Gaint Tohn Gualbere Abbot and Confeſlor, 


i 


nary kindnes and affe&ion to wee 
memory of his holy Pallon jets bt 
his charity , who prayed for thoſetha cs, 
fied him , do pardon offences ,and ja, * 
iniurics with good turns. With thitf un. 
peftcd a token of Gods goodnes and : 
the humble Saint Iohn was Rrangely an, 
founded : and thinking he was called to; 
perte manner of lite, he refolued tohaye : 
more to do with the world, but to follow hi 
oor , naked, and crucified Lord, Wherey 
C demanded the Religious habit inthat ns 
Monaſtery : which notwithſtanding the " 
bot durſt not give him at firſt , fortezr gs, 
Father , who was a moſt cholerick ang 
werful man, and threatned he woul4 g ; 
miſchief. to the Mona), if thy al 
amongſt them bis jon ; who liucda while th, 
(and that too, much againſt his fathers wil) 
io ſecular apparel, At = taking the habit 
of one of the Religious, he carries it into 
Church,and lays it vponthe Altar: and afer, 
wards puts it on , having firſt cut ofhishus 
himſelf. When his father ſaw him appear in 
this habit 3 at firſt he complained and 
moſt fearfully : but after a whilc ſeing the 
conſtancy of his ſon, and hearing his reaſon, 
and motiues that obliged him to this coun 
of life;he was ſo well ſatisfied and contented, 
that he gaue him his bleſſing, and exhorte] 
him to perſeuer in it, 

But Saint Iohn thinking it toauaillitlet 
wearea Religious weed, vnleſs his conver 
tion were ſutable to it , was moſt exaftinal 
Religious obſeruance. He curbed his body and 
refraind its vnruly motions with muchfaſing 
and watching : and neuer gaue way vnto 
idlenes, which he knew to be the motherof 
all. vices: but Kept himſelfday andandnight 
employed in ferucnt prayer. He was mol 
eminent in obedience, humility , patience, 
mecknes , ſilence and modeſty , and all other 
vertucs :in regard whereof when the Supe 
rior of the Monaſtery was deceaſed ; thegre- 
ateſt part of the Monksdefired to have i 
for theirAbbot: whtchnotwithſtandiagthey 
could by no means get him to conſent yato, 
But what Saint Iohn out ot his great humility 
did ſo caretully and earneſtly ſhun A certain 
ambitious man (for cuen among the belt 
wheat there grows darnel ) vſurpt by we 
lawful means ; and bought the office by 
{iimony. Saint Iohn rh, might partake 
of the fin if he liucd vader his obedience that 
was notorious for the vice of Simony, bythe 
aduice and counſel ofa holy Ermit i the 
Monaſtery : with one lingle companion,and 
went to ſeck an other place, wherehe might 
ſerue God more ſecurely and quietly, Thi 
companion took with him one lofe of bread, 
which was to ſerue them bothin thelr iorneys 


* But Saint Iohn bad him beſtow it ypon 3 
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clout, for they ſoon meet with what they 


hy, food in need of, or could defire, He went to 


ke, inthe way , the Hermitage of Camaldula 
that S.Romualdus had founded: and although 
the Religious of the place did much dehire 
aodpreſs him for to liue with them, he would 
not condeſcend to their requeſt : for that 
he chole rather to live vnder obedience in a 
community, then to lead aſolitary and eremi- 
tical life. And it ſcems that our Lord had cho. 
eg him for ſome other deſign ; to wit to ma- 
kehim the Founder of a new Congregation 
in 4 valley which from 4 multitude of thick 
tees growing there, is called vals wmbroſa, 
and is io the province of Tuſcany in Italy, 
Ynto this place by 4 particular inſtin& of 
God Saint Toha came , and joined himſelf 
mto two Religious men that were there be. 
fore, But the lownes and obſcurity of that 
nlley could not bide the luſter of his ſanity: 
thereſplendent bearmes whereofin a ſhort ſpas 


cedrew agreat multitude Yato him , among : 


whom there were ſome great and very con- 
flerable men 3 and all of them by 4 common 
conſent made Saint John Gualbert their Ab» 
bot j who accepted of it , becauſe he ſaw he 
could not refuſe it without reſiſting the will 
of God, He prefcribed vnto them Saint Be- 
nedifis Rule , but with lome particular Cons 
titunons which he added of his own, their 
hbit was of aſh color. He incited them con 
linually ynto perfe&tion and exatt obſeruance 
of the Rule , as wcl by good counſel giuen 
into each one in private ,a$ by publick ex- 
hortations; but much more by his own exams | 
pk and conuerſation. His prayer was conti- | 
mal, his humility moſt profound, his charity 
vithout bounds and vniverſal, his pennance 
ry rigorous, and his patience invincible, he 
23 wonderfully ſweet and affable, but no 
kprave and modeſt: he was ſeuere towards 
thoſe that were proud and diſobedient ; but 
aceedingly meck and gentle towards others; 
thecjally in bearing with them that were of 
ipood will, and yet ſubicc to frailty 3 and 
voſt compaſſionat of thoſe that were fick, 
Vch compaſſion he learnt by his own per- 
wal iofirmities and weaknes of ſtomack : 
ad he: faid : rar God did exerciſe bim With 
tet diſeaſe, that be might come to hawe greater 
þlh of the ſick, He was very zealous of holy 
arrty : which as he kept moſt exaltly for 
litperſon, ſo was he careful it ſhould be ob- 
tnved by others :and had great conſideration 
even in the building of his Monaſteries : 
Mexcof very many were founded in his lifc 
wc. nd going to viſit one of them, which 
more coſtly and ſumptuous buildings 

len was befitting that ſpirit of poverty, which 


Saint Iohn Gualbert Abbot , and Confeſlor. 


| : man , nothing doubting but that our 
—— | ord would prouide for them , as indeed it 


according toyour on fancy ith great expencer, 
Which bad far better bin implayed in relieuin 
the poor: then turning himſelf towards 3 
brook that ran hard by the Monaſtery , he 
prayed thus vnto ourLord, Almighty God that 
doſt work great things ty weak and contemptible 
inſiruments, be pleaſed to take renenge vpon the 
1/e vaſt huildings by this sballow brook. And ſoon 
atter that litle river ſwelling, left its natural 
chanel , and running down with 4 ſtrange 
impetuoſity from 4 hil that was before 
Monaſtery, carried with itabundance of trees 
and huge ſtones, which daſhing againſt the 
walls vtterly overthrew the building. Bue 
when afterwards the Abbot and his Monks 
thought of removing to an other place , for 
feare the like accident might happen again, 
the Saint comforting them bad them zot feare, 
for 1bat their Monaſtery 1honld nezer ſuffer 
more harm from that litle riuer or brook, He was 
no icſs rigorous in puniſhing diſobedience 
for whena certain Monk that lay ſick would 
not be ruled by thoſe that had care to help 
him in his ficknes ; and thereby haſtned his 
death, Saint Iohn vnderſtanding it, forbad all 
his Religious to pray for him, in puniſhmentg 
of his diſobedience. The poor Monk appea« 
red afterwards to a frend of his in the Moe 
naltcry , and told him that be vas excommus« 


| ticated and ſeparated by the boly Abbot Foba 


from the communion of the faithful. Which is 
to be vnderſtoodin order to prayersand ſufs 
trages. This was told Saint Iohn, who taking 
compaſſion of him, commanded that prayers 
and alms ſhould be offered for him through 
all his Monaſterics, And after thirty days , 
he _— again vnto the ſame man very 
cheerful , and bids him thank, Saint loby for 
bauing reſtored him to the communion of ths 
/aithful ,for that be was now relea/ed from all 
pain , and vas going wnto beawen. He had the 
guiſt of propheſy, and ſaw the harts and in- 
tentions of thoſe who asked to be admitted 
by himinto his order. A certain wan defired 
much to take the habit, whom Saint Iohn, 
after many denials, at length recciued. But 
ſome days atter he had made his Confefſion 
of his fins, Saint lohn calls him , and asks him 
Why be would go about to deceaue him. Whereiw 
boly fatber,fais theNouice , bauel deceaued yout. 
You thouzht to deceaue me , anſwers the Saint, 
or to ſay better, you deceiuedyourſelf , when you 
made 4 [acrilegious confeſſion, For on the Eue 
firſt , and then again on the the feaſt of the Epi- 
phany you committed 4 moſt {onle fin (and he 
ſpecificdit vnto him) and never mentionedit 
in your Confeſſion. «And Which is Worſe , 508 
bane yet & deſire and intention to commit it 4 
Zain, The poor Nouice hearing this, proſtra- 
ted himſelf at the Saints feet , asked him pate 


— 


kifired hus childrea ſhould hauc , he faid | 


don, and made good and fincere conteſion 


of 


vatothe «Abbot :30u bave built bere 4 Palace -_. 


-'The Bleſſed man was abone meaſure cha- 


-ritable , and took great pity of the poor : and 


in time ofnececſiity gave all that belonged to 


: his Monaſtery among thei , which God Al- 


mighty always repayed him with greater 
abundance.Oace ina famin ſeing 4 multitude 
of poor people that had not bread to cat , he 
called fore of the Religious to the granary 


.of the Monaſtery; and tiom fix of the clock 
-in the morning vatil three after noon they 


were continually giving out corn to the poor, 
and yet the granary was {til as full as it was 


- before. When he bad no bread ors corn leſt 


auc all the milk in alms ; and made 
nodiffculty to ſell moſt victullthings of the 
Monaſtery for to relicue the poor. In a great 
dearth he was ſtanding at the gate of his Mo- 
naſtery de Razuolo :anda multitude of poor 
people was there expeting fuccor from his 
charity, But what could he giue, who had al- 
-redie exhauſted the houſe by beſtowing all 
that belonged ynto it ? he lifts vp his cyesand 
perceaues many kine to be grazing vpon a 
high hil before him; and he makes this prayer: 
0 boly Afoſile Saint Paul,that you Would be ple- 
ſed to gine one of theſe beaſts among tbe poor, 
that are in ſo great Want : and preſently there 
falls down 4 cow dead from the top of the 
bill : which the Saint commands to be cut in 
pecces, and diuided among them : and prayes 
the ſecond time with the like ſucceſs, yea the 
third, fourth, and fit: which the cowhards 
ſcing , droue away their cattle vato the other 
fide of the hill : but the charitable man ſeing 
a great company of poor. that were not yet 
preuided for, renews his prayers with tears: 


_ and ſais : Bleſied Saint Paml, theſe men ſeek to 


ſernre their cattle ly changing their place , but 
they can not fly frum yon. Yho are Patron of the 
Place : 1 bejeech you gine me Wherewithall to 
reliene the neceſſities of the poor : and preſent- 
ly five kine came tumbling down,and broke 
their necks. Whercupen they who kept them: 
being exceedingly troubled , expoſtulated 
with him ; and willed him to go to his otber 
Monaſtery of Vallis Vmbroſa. But the holy 
man anſwering them very mildly faid: 7 /ee 
tht you are c:ntriſtated at this. But be ſecure: 
for you shal newer looſe coy more: AlemightyGod, 
who is abſolute Lord of the goods of. every 
man would hauec theſe ten beaſts diſtribu» 
ted amorg the poor, in that their great ex- 
tremity : and by Joſs cf thele (if it be to be cal- 
1ed a loſs , when God takes it, and which is 
fo benchcial to thoſe from whom he takes it) 
he piclterucd all the reſt , that very probably 
might haue periſhed by the murrain or ſome 
other accident: Saint lohn , though he we- 
re very rigorous in exaQting of all, the ob. 
ſeruance ot the Rule, yet when need was did 


Saint Iohn Gualbert Abbot and Confeſlor. 


_ of all his fins. 


| 


diſpence with them as in the Rule otabſtinen: | 


ce from fleſh when they had but ; very litl 
quantity of bread:and yet they knowingtha 
this was not bis command , but only 3 Pet 
miſſion ; for reſpeQ&to their holy Rute,woul 
not touch a peece of ficſh though it were ſe 
before them. And once when they wee in 
thoſe ſtraights, the Saint ſaid merrily yn 


them. Be of good cheer brethyen ,"ve are in lam . 


Want 70 day, but ve thall bave great plenty v 
24070Y : and lo 1t tell out,for thenext day prext 
prouiſions were brought them by ſome men 
who ſaid they Were ſent thither bly rreat al 
noble Perfonages : who, as it isto be [+ 
wereno others then the noble Counters of 
Heauen,It happened oncethat in his abſence, 
d certain powerful and wicked man fenthi 
officers vnto the Monaſtery , who did not 
cruelly abuſe, beat and wound his Religions 
whichihey endured with wonderful patience, 
The nextday S. Iohn comming home com. 
forted them , and faid : now ou are troly Re 
Igrons people, that hane ſuffered ſo patienth 
for the lowe of God. But Why Was nit I g 
You t it afflitis me exceedingly that F Warm 
Worthy to be partaker of your crowns, And yet 
he wanted not great perſecutions and affifi, 
ons, in which hc bchaued himſelf withadmi- 
rable paticpce and conſtancy. He wr 
innumerable miracles , and obtained by hi 
prayers what he would of God. Pope Stephen 
in a voyage coming nere to Vallis Umbrolz 
had a great defire to ſee and ſpeak withs.loko 
the fame of whoſe ſanity was ſpread out 
all Italy ;and ſent ſome tor to defire bim tore 


| v#t0 him.S.lohn excuſed hiooſelf for that beku 


forced ly firknes to keep bis bed. His holineh 
for all this,fent other aic(lengers, and prajed 
hin that if ke could not comeotherwviſe , be woull 
permit himſelf to be carried , and not to nf 
kim the comfort of this viſit. The bleſſedma 
that could not eadure ro be honored,eſpeciu 
ly by greatPerſonages,beſought ourLordths 
Wthout diſobedience or nf ence giuen to anyy 
he might auoid appearing in the Popes preſentt 
and then bids tome Brothers carry himini 
chair,but he was no ſooner out of dores wird 
there aroſe ſuch a terrible ſtorm, that the ſt 
pes meſſengers that were ſent to call bw, 
knowing that this was a particular prowke 
ce of God tor to hinder his going, deſired 
to put bimſelf to no funtber trouble: fat 0 
they Would jatisfy bis Holineſs. Jt happenedu 
other time that Pope Leo the ninth came M 
to the Monaſtery tor to ſee Saint Tohn: 
there were no proviſions then in the 

for to entertain him ; he ſent ſome ofthe ke 
ligious tofiſh ina certain pond ; who,wolp 
they knew fulwell that there was no ih 
yet tor to obey him, they went: andb 
home fair pikes, He recoucred by bis poſt 
divers that were dangetoully ſick :4 s 
tained for others a happy, and ſecuic oy 
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-_ the bed fide of one of the Monaſtery, 


now dying, he perceived him to be 

,- died . = to —_— his head with 
aaoket: the Saint asked him Ybat it va” 
that nowed bim : to fais he , there lands the 
hutlin 4 moſt dreadful sbape, breathing flame: 
ham bis month , and 4 ſulphury [moke from his 
wrilis, Whereupon Saint Iohn taking vp a 
(roſs, gave the d1uel many blows with it:and 
ten the dying man ſais very ioyfully :The 44 
win fled 809, be 15 gon-eAnd the exer Blrſied 


hewas praying with the reſt of the Rel1gj- 


Saint Tohn Gualbert Abbot , and Confeſlor. 


putting ſo many innocentChriſtians todeath, 
by moſt cruel and horrible tormcnts, But he 
loſt his owne life firſt, and the ſeed of heas 
ucnly doin being watcred by the blood of 
Martyrs, ſprung vp more abundantly : for the 
more blood was ſhed the greater was the 
barueſt. By reaſon of this fo cruel 4 perſecus. 
tio' g Saint Anacletus ordained that cuery day 
at tix end of Maſs thoſe that had bin preſene 
at it, ſhould communicate : for that cyery day 
the:Chiiſtians had the tyrants ſword at their 


throate, He commanded alſo that at the con«= 


Church ,thiaking he could overthroy it, by 


Virdis MAT), and Saint Peter and Saint B: 
>) 


gelif} are OMe 
poſt happ1ly. 

At length 
fair old age 


the obſernance of their boly Rule , and to main 
tan peace #1d fraternal charity, And being 
xmed with all thc holy rites and Sacraments 
of the Catholick Church , which he recea 
ed with great devotion , be rendted yp his 
not happy Soule to God on the twelfth of 
uy io the year one. thouſand ſeucnty three, 
And was buricdin his Monaſtery called Pa. 
fan , our Lord manifeſting the glory he 
ediois in heaven, by great miracles. Saint 
Gualberts life is writer by Blaſius Melaniſtus, 
Geral of the order of Vallis Vmbroſfa,which 
iſt down in Surius , whence thisis taken, 
The Roman Martyrologe makes mention of 
timon the twelfth of July, And Saint Anto- 
ticusinthc ſecond part of this Hiſtory, 
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"IHE LIFE OF SAINT ANACLETVS 
Pope and Martyr. 


as F T E R theMartyrdom of Saint 
MF Clement Pope, Saint Anacletus 


Aitcr which words he dyed 


this great ſeruant of God in 3 
fell greeuouſly fick : and being 
\lnoniſhed from Heaven of the time of bis 
lb, he called for all the Abbots and Supe- 
rior of his Monaſterics: and telling them tbt 
l vos ſoon to leaue them ,exhorted them to 


fecration of a Biſhop, three other Biſhops at 
leaſt ſhould be preſeat(which ordination was 
made alſo before by Saint Peter) and that ho« 
ly Orders ſhould be giuen publickly : zo the 
end that thoſe Who Were admitted to fopgreat & 
charge sEonf1 be publickly taken notice F ; and 
that all might know that they were indeed 
capable and worthy of the fan#ion. He writ 
ſome Epiſties , wherein he treats of the 1u« 
pre Authority of the Pope, and fais that be 
25 to be tudged on'y by God , ſeing that from him 
alone he receaued his. Authority and Supenority 
oxer all orber Churches he (peaks highly of Pa-' 
triarchal Charches, And writes great praiſes 
of Saint Peter the Apoſtle : in whoſe banor 
be built and adorned 4 chapel: and alſo ador- 
ned fone other places for the Popes, his ſuc« 
ceilors to be buried in. He adminifſtred holy 
ordets twice in the moath of December,and 
thea ordained {ix Biſhops , five Prieſts, and 
thrze Deacons. And when he had goucrned 
the Church of God nine years, three months, 
and ten days, he was martyrcd in the year of 
our Lord one hundred and twelue, and the 
thirtienth of Traian.and was buried in the Vas 
tican.,TheChurch keeps his feaſt on the day of 
his Martyrdom, thethirtienth of Tuly. S, Igna» 
tiusin his Epiſtle to Mary Caſabolite maketh 
honorable mention of Saint Anacletus. We 
muſt here take hotice that ſome Greek Aus 
thors do confound Anacletus with Cletus; 
and cf two do make but one. And many 
Ecclcfiafticil writers do vary inthe ſucceſſi« 
on of the firſt foure Popes atter Saint Peter. 
Yea ſome will have Saint Anacletus to haue 
ſuffered vader Domittan. But what we haue 
ſaid here, is to be followed as more certain 
and commonly receiucd. 


ae was choſen by the common 
conſent ofthe Church , for to 
S ſuccced him in S, Peters chair. | 
He 28 born at Athens in Greece ;his father | 
was Called Antiocbus, He was choſen Pope in } 
te: days of Traian Emperor, who perceiving 
that(Chriſtian Rehgion did dayly encreafe, 
ind'the worſhip ot his falſe Gods was dt- 


finiſhed , and came in 4 manner to noth- 
bp.) raiſed the third perſecution againſt the 


Tom, A 


470 


be 
T3, 
IVLY, 


471 


(—_— 


I4. 


IvLY, govdyeverovonnoterorenene 0090440 


PEE AED EEE EE EEE EE EEE: 


perfeAtly to fulfill the vows, vnto Which he obli- 


*ſtebve andattendthe fick , particularly thoſe, 
Whoſe diſcaſes were moſt loathſom and conts- | 
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THE LIFE OFS. BONAYVENTPYR E, 
' of the holy Order of Saint Francis, 
Bishopz and . Doftor of the 
Church. 


13 HE woſt holy Prelat and Sera- 
2 phical Do@&or of the Church , 
& Saint Bonaventure, ofthe ſacred | 
2J}Z Order of Saint Francis,was born 
E 
| in the yeare of our Lord one 
thouſand two hundred twenty one, in a litle 
city of Tuſcany, called in latin Balneo-Rege- 
#74, and 1n Italian Bana Rea. His fathes name 
was Tobn Fidangs , and his mothers Riſela, 
perſons of quality and very rich, Whilſt he 
was litle child, he bad ſo dangerous and vio- 
lent aſicknes that he was quite deſpaired of : 
but his vextuous Mother with great confiden- 
ce had recours ynto Almighty God, taking 
for her aduocat and interceſlor the glorious 
Patriark, Saint Francis ; and promiſcd that if 
ber fon reconered, sbe Wowld ao her beſi , for to 
perſwade him to take the babit of bis holy order , 
and to ſerue our Lord in that cours of life.God 
reſtored her ſon to health by the prayers and ! 
merits of Saint Francis; and ſhe brought him 
vp in all venerable and durifull affteion to- 
wards his holy Patron that had ſaved his life, 
and his whol order, procuring withal to have 
bim well inſtructed in literature and good 
manners. When he was two and twenty ye- 
ars of age, willing to giuc content and fatif- 
faion to his Mother, and to comply with 
her promis concerning, him : and feeling alſo 
the ſecret jinſtin&t and, ſtrong vocation of 
Almighty God, he rook the habit ofS. Francis 
with greatferuor and contempt of the world 
with all its vanities. When he had ended his 
year of probation , he was profeſſed; and he 
declared publickly vnto all bow great 4 fawor 
be had receined by Saint Francis his means, 
Whom he nov be(ought to obtain for him grace 


ged bamelf in bis holy Order, Preſently after 
this, the bleſſed young man began to ſhine 
aboue the reſt of the Religious with moſt rare 
and eminent vertues: and todraw vpon him 
the eyes of all that he conuerſed with , by his | 
continvall prayer, aud admirable ſilence, mo- | 
deity , obediente:', humnullity and affability. He | 
took 4 great pleafurcin Keeping , and rub- 
bing the houle , and other ſuch like. humblc 
offices, He did mo} frequently and willingly 


Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Door, 


gious. He was wonderfolly charitab! 
thoſe Friars whom he percejuedto brag, 


and troubled ; and with moſt comtorihle | 


{| peeches he encouraged them to Conſtang and | 


perſeuerance in bearing the feet 
Lord; which charity he continually > 


with great care and vigilancy , when alter. 
wards he was a graue father in theorder and 
cuen when he was miniſter General. He 


} plycd himſeif moſt ſcriouſly and with vreg 


afteQion vato the ſtudy of holyDiuinity:whe. 
rein by the excellency and ſharpnes of his wir 
ſeconded by continual labor, andmuch more 


' by praycr, he came toſo great perfeRtion that 


he was a molt able, famous and diuicDogy 
His Maſter at Paris was alexander Hales \ 
moſt famous man of his time, and {urtancd 
the Frrefragable Door ': who confiderin 
Saint Bonauentures purity , the grace thy 
appearcd in his cariage , his mildnes andſye, 
etnes jn his ſpeech, and Angelical conueth,. 
tion; 'vied to fay of him : this is & true Jul 
in Whom Adam Jeemeth not to haut fanned, ye 
arnivedina ſhort time to ſo high a degreedf 
knowledge, thatin the ſeventh yearaterhis 
entrance into Religion, by a general conſent 
of the Superiors of his order he had i chairdf 
Divinity offered him ; and he interpreted the 
Maſter of theSentences in the vniverſity ofPy 
ris with wonderful great applauſeand admits 
tion. There he took the'degree of DoRtor, on 
the ſame day with the Angelical DoRorofthe 
Church, Saint Thomas of Aquin,with whon 
he held 4 moſt dear and holy amity : a 
oucrcame him once in an humble and frendy 
contention of civility, forcing himto be 
duatcd before him. Theſe two Saints y 
one an other very familiarly ; and one dy 
Saint Thomas coming to Saint Bonauentur, 
defired him to ſhew him the books he mate 
moſt yie of : and Saint Bonayenture ſhoyl 
him thoſe few he bad in his Cell. But Saint 
Thomas not content with this, beſoughttin 
once more to ſhew him thoſe otherchoice 
and rare books, whence begathered the high 


- conceptions, and the moſt adwirable and ps 


thy ſentences, with which his diſcourſes and 


| his writings were fo full, Then the moſtho 


| 


and devout man ., pointing at the Crucits 
which he had in his chamber, ſaid yntohim: 
aſiure yourſelf , moſt dear father that (his ir 
book, Whence F baue whatſoeuer I det 
ſchool 'or in Writing : and that my ſoul ran! 
more light at the feet of this Cruifix, 

hearing and ſeruing holy (Maſs , then ind 
the ſtudies or exeraſes of learning. At whi 
'Saint Thomas was much edified, and enct- 
aſed his eſteem and affe&ion of Saint Badk 
venture, although this'd1d not ſcem new #f 
ſtrange vnto him, who had found by bisomn 
experience, that for to attain to true wildon 
and great knowlege ; prayet waswore " 
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Saint Bonauenture Bishop and Door. 


then reading. An other time as he went 
Vi Saint Bonauenture, he found him bu 
c in writing the life of Saint Francis, his holy 


' exher ; and not willing to interrupt him , bz 


| ay without ſpeaking to him,and ſaid: 
” will one Saint labour for an other. And 


it ſeems that Almighty God made appear to- 


«therat one time and in the ſame place theſe 


two oreat lights of the Church , Saint Tho- | 


mand Saint Bonauenture , for ro defend it 
againſt certain turbulent and ſeditious ſpirits, 
vhom the diucl raiſed vp in the vniuerhty of 
Pris ſor to oppole the holy Orders ofSaint 
Dominick and Saint Francis, and to write 
books againſt them, But they were Confuted 
and beaten down by the heauenly doarin of 
theſe two holy Doctors. And the ſca Apoſto- 
lik condemned their aduerfaries, and com- 
nanded that their pernicious books ſhould be 
burnt. Pope Sixtus the fft ſpeaking of Saint 
Bonauenture and Saint Thomas , as of two 
inſepagable Companions , learned men, and 
fiong pillars of the. Church , hath theſe 
words, Theſe are tYvo oliue-trees and two can- 
lleflicks, bining in the houſe of God, that With 
the aile of charity, and light of Deftrin hane ill u- 
winated the Whol Church. T beſe to great Per- 
ſnages, like 10 ſplengent ſtars appeared at the 


ſame 467me ,.c0m1ng from tY9 excellent Religions 
ee to defend the Cathilick faith, aduance 


it Jy their labors , and maintain it by thear ao- 


til fields , Yell manured and culttuated , do 


= theſe 1YYo Orders , as it Yere from 


ng 4n1 grov yp dayly by tht aſſiſtance ofGods 
race ndmirable and moſt truttful plants, to vit 
wrnof great learning and Jan#ity , Who do int: 


oy al their forces. for to ſuccor Saint Peters 


i, afaulted by Jo many enemizs , and teaten 
jy ſo many furious bills and tempeſts : and to 
alif-the Pope of Rome , bo fits" at the ſlern of 
the -hip , guiding it With much pains and /eli- 
gt#de, Thus wrizeth Pope Sixtus in his Bull, 
wherein he commands Saint Bonauenture to 
e honored as Door of the Church , like 
flint Thomas. But beſides what theſe two 
boly Companions and'Collegues did ioint]) 

wanſt thoſe monſters that impugned theit 
Keligious orders: Saint Bonaucnture had A 


pear conflict _ i certain Door, | 


[mane Giraldus who wrought amoſt peſti- 
kntbaok againſt the Friars, taking occaſion) 

om the faults of ſome few tocondemn them 
W;and exprefly to impuga the Evangelical 
DV which they profeſs. Againſt whom 
þ ompcnture wicught a book, entitled A- 
ne is poyperum.Whetein witha divine elo- 
Wnce” and (olid Yotrin he diſcouers the 
poſtures and: frauds of this Girald. And our 
9 2ave teſtimony of the truth by an exem- 


'} puniſhment inflicted vpon that miſcra» 


* Man ; who not long after being ſtrucken | 
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- werty, and to jerue the holy Church by 


athſeom leprofie from head'to foot , made A 


and by bis publick leflons and difputations 
which he dayly had, as Maſter and Doftor of 
Duwinity ; appeared every day more and more 
the light of this divine torch, which God had 
pur vpon the Candleftick of the city that is 
{1tuated ypon a mountain, in ſo muchthat 
the fame and renown of his wiſdom and Do- 
rin was ſpread far and ncre. And befides 
his great knowlege, be had a wonderfull pru- 
dence and inſight into affairs, by means whe 
reof, jn conſultations concerning the moſt 
u eighty bulinefſes of the Order, among the 
Superiors, as alſo tn chapters ; bis advice and 
counſel was fo ſolid , ſeaſonable and fit , that 
generally -it was followed by all : and what 
he faid or voted was looked ypon in & man= 
ner asf it had bin delivered by an Angel of 
Heaven. The peneral teſtimony of his rate 
and ſingular vertues, and of his moſt admira- 
ble knowlege and learning , moued Pope 
Clement the tourth to offer him the Arch-« 
brſtoprick of York in England. But , bis 
humility made him to refute that rich and 
eminent dignity ,which he thought himſelf 
not worthy of: and begd of his Holineſs fo 
permit bim to continue 13 bis Enangelical Poe 

-» ſtadiet 
of holy Seropture and amnmty : which was 
granted him to the :incredible good of the 
holy Church ; chat reaped ſingular fruit by 
his :iabors and learning, - 

The office of General of the Order being 
vacant , Saint Bonauentute , though'he were 
then but-five and thirty years old , and had 
lived but thirtcen in the Order , yet by come 
mon-conlent was choſen Father and Miniſter 
Generalofthe whol Order , notwithſtanding 
allthe excuſes and endeuors he made to de» 
cline that-honor. For at length he did i 
elce , and ſubmitted his ſhoulders to t 
burden and charge,which obedience and|the 
expreſs command of the Yicar of Chriſt put 
vpon him. He behaved himſelf-in this office 
with wonfertult bumilicy , ſingular ſweetnes, 
and igcre<1ble' prudence. But nothing was 
more admirable then his zeal of Regulatdife 
ciplin , accompaniedwith 4 moſt vigilantand 
exat care to hauc the Rule of his holy Fathee 
Saint 'Francis well obſerued. And as:Pope 
Sixtus the tourths ſaith of bimio-the Bull of his 
Ganonization, be 4id not only attend diligently 
to the keeprng of all that bad bin ordained and 


ferled ty Jaint Francis : but be 4dded al/o many 


neV things Which were neceſiaty, the number of 
Mhe' Religions being ſovery muth encreaſed. For 
as all things -of this world -paturally - haue 
their beginning, progreſs ,and end z and by 
reaion ot our frailty and ſcueral accidents can 
not long continue inthat ſtate and perfection 


Wh 3 palley ; and -couered ouer with 4 lo- { which ar ticſt-chey' had ; this holy-order had 


relcatcd. 
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fomething from the primitive feruor which it 


P— had when it was firſt inflituted. But Saint 


I4s 


Bonauecnture being intruſted with the Char- 


IvLy, geof Miniſter General of the Order, reduced 


aud reſtored it to that luſter and ſplendor of 
fandity and Religious diſciplin , with which 
it ſhined during the life and government of 
Saint Francis. Which the more commodiouſly 
co cfteuat, he aflembled a General Chapter, 
made new ſtatuts and ordinations,writ circus» 
lar letters vnto the whol Order , and inhne 
moſt vigorouſly pvt in execution whatſoever 
his rare prudence and great picty ſuggeſted 
vnto him. and although he were very cxa& in 
this point of diſciplin,yet was he withal moſt 
ſweet andindulgent towards thoſe who were 
weak and feeble, and did acknowlege their 
faults : he readmitted alſo with 4 wonderfull 
great tendernes and compaſſion thoſe , who 
having caſt off the habit, returned vnto him 
With forow, and demanded pennance : theſe 
-he received with all charity like alouing and. 
kind father, leſt by falling into deſpair they 
might vtterly looſe themſelues, In all dificul- 
tics and troubleſom labors, which by reaſon 
of bis charge he was to vndergo; he addreſſed 
himſelfto the ever bleſſed Mother of God, as 
.to his particular Patroneſs and Aduocat : and 
commanded his Religious to exhort the peo- 
ple in their ſermons to aſpecial deuotion to 
this glorious Virgin, and to falut her with the 
falutation of the Angel, when they heard the 
eAue Mary bell ring after Complin. He or- 
dained alſo that from Chriſmas vnto the Epi- 
pbany the hymns ſhould be concluded with. 
Gloria tibi Domine qui natus es de irgine. 
Glery be to thee 0 Lord ho waſt born of 4 Vir- 
£1#. He inſtituted at Rome 4 Confreternity 
which is called del Confalon , vato which he 
preſcribed a certain manner ofprayer, and to 
fay our Ladys office, Whilſt he was Gene- 


-2al, ke tranſlated the Body of Saint «Antony 


of Padua into a fair Church, which in his ho- 
nor was builtin the ſame city. And although 
this was the three and thirtieth year after that 


' bleſſed mans death , yet his tongue was as 


Jreſh- and ſoft as if be were yet living, Saint 
Zona uenture took it moſt reverently into his 
bands, and with abundance of tears ſpoke in 
this manner. 0 Weſſed and bapjy tongue , Which 
aſt always praiſing God, and didſt teach others . 
#o know and bleſs bim ! it appears now hoy 
pretious and acceptable thou art to bis divine 
eHaeſly : and then kiſſing it with ſingular 
deyotion he gaue order it ſhouid be kept a 
pait in fome honorable place, 

Saint Bonaventure conſidering the ſoue- 
rain. and infinit Maicſty of Almighty God in 
the moſt blefled Sacrament of the Altar , and 
withal refefting vpon his own frailty and 
ynworthines,apprebending that he could not 


xecciue our Lord with that diſpolition and | 


Saint Bonauenture Bishop, and DoGor, 


purity u hich was requiſſt , abſtained ma IL 


days from ſaying Mals , or communicatin 
But one day whilft he was deuoutly yponkis 
knees in time of that dredtuljSacrifice,) ate 
that the Prieſt had diuided the holy Hoſt 4 
part of it came vnto him, and entred Into 
his mouth. Whereupon as he paye thanks 
to our Lord for fo ſignal and ynuſual 46, 
uor , he vnderſtood that it is more plea 
ani grateful to the diuine <Mateſly that w 
come to receiue bim With & feruent and inflg 
med defire of bis boly preſence , that fliw 
from & fincere and cordial lowe : then that 
withiraW ourſelues for fear , and abſtain fug 
connerfing with our Lord and Creator vhs bath 
{o great 4 lowe for ws, that it is bus delight and 
contentment tobe With ws : AS Saint Bonaven- 
ture himſelf bath left writen in one ofhis litle 
treatiſes, Pctrus Gelafinus , a moſt learned 
and exat writer of our time recountsa yer 
remarkable thing in the lite of Saint Bong 
venture ; which 1s a teſtimony and 2 prey 
argument of Saint Bonauentures Authority, 
and the eſteem the Church had ofhitn whilſt 
he was yet liuing, And it is this, The holy 
Chair of Saint Peter being made vacant by 
the death of Clement the fourth, and remain- 
ing ſo for the ſpace of three years , for that 
ſeuentcen Cardinals, that were afſembledto. 
gether at Uiterbo for the ele&ion ofthe Pope, 
could not ”_= vpon aPerlon to be choſen, 


reſolued at length that Saint Bonaventure for / 


his rare ſan&ity,prudence and learning, ſhould 
haue in his power all their votes, and cal 
then vpon him , whom he ſhould iudge the 
moſt fit for that greateſt honor and dignity: 
and whomſocuer he ſhould make choice f, 


' they would acknowledge him and obey hims 


Souerain Paſtor and Chriſts Vicar, yea though 
he nominated hiuvſclf, they would reuerence 
him for Pope. And the holy wan was ſolines 
re and vpright, ſo free from particular affefi. 
ons and all human refpeRs, which mighthave 
datkned or obſcured his indgment: and hadlo 
litle regard of the fauor and frend(hip of any 
of the Cardinals there preſent,that he namcd 
a perſon that was abſent, Theobald, Uicourt 
ot placentia , and Archdeacon of Liege, 1 
man'of known integrity and ſandity , who 
was then afually imploycd in the Conquelt 
of the holy land; and when he was cnthroned 
was Called Gregory the tentb. Thus writes that 
Author, , 
When Sajnt Bonaventure bad governed 
his holy Order many years; and broughtiti 
4 moſt floriſhing cſtate by his moſt vertuo 
example.cxcellent learning, and rare prudet 
ce : Pope Gregory the tenth , thatthen ſatl 
Saint Peters Chair called 3 General Cour 
at Lyons in France : there to make an vol 
berween the Latin and Greek Chutcb: 


to ſctle diuers other things of greatels —_ | 
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Unto this Council he commanded ex. 

Saint Bonauenture to Come , whoſe 
wlege and prudence he law would in this 
on ſtand the Church in great ſtced : 
hich he thought would be yer more bene- 
kiall and aduantagious , ifit were ſet forth 
gith greater authority : for which reaſon he 
made him Cardiaal and Biſhop ot Alba, 
which is 0NC of the fix Biſhopricks, ſvffra 

; of the Biſhop of Rome, And fo his Ho- 
roeſs being there perſonnally preſent , Saint 
Bonaucnture carried the greateſt ſway in all 
natters of conſequence that were treated in 
he Council : as well in the gpnferences and 
durations which paſled between them and' 
te Grecians (who were there reduced tothe 
Popes obedience , and acknowledged him to 
their Paſtor )as in other affaires and de- 


k00 


Saint Bonauenture, Bishop and DoRor. 


an other place he adds that albeit ſome other 


Cherubins, yet Saint Bonauenture is both Che+ 
1ubin and Straphin ,for that he enlightens the 
vnnerſtanding, andinflames the vil, and firs 
wp the ſouls to the lowe of God. And yet again: 
Saint Bonauentare is ſingular among all the 
Catholick, Potlors , for Without difparagement 
of any of them, he is wonderfull powerful and 
efficacious to giue light vnto the underſtanding, 
and to inflame the affefHion. And lohn Trite» 
mius Abbot faith that $. Boxauentare goeth 
beyond all other Doors of bis time for the profit 
which is to be gathered by bij Writings : if we 
confader the ſpirit of diwine loue , and Chriſtian 
deuotion that ſpeaketh in them. He is very pro- 
found Without quaint and curious Words : ele» 
quent , but not vain or affeed : his diſcours is 


Fritions of the ſacred Council : but whillt 
his Council was fitting , God was pleaſed to 
ne this holy man the iuſt reward and recom 
ce of his labors; and to call him to reſt; 
nd to eternal fclicity. He renared vp. his 
ed Soule vnto his Creator on the fourth 
cluly, in the year one thouſand two hun- 
ted ſeuenty four, and three and fiftieth ofhis 
gc, His holy Body was butiedin the Con- 
intof S. Francis in the ſame: city of Lyons 
yith great lamentations of all there preſent, 
pho ynanimouſly crycd out that the Church 
{God bad loſt that day the beſt foldrer she bad. 
lodhis Holineſs Pope Gregory wept bitterly 
fr his deathgfor the great loſs, as he laid, Which 
the Church receiued by it. His obſequirs were 
flemnized with great pomp and magnificen- 
czatwhich Peter of Tarantaſia a Dominican, 
vhowas alſo Cardinal and Biſhop of Oltia, 
udaterwards being choſen Pope, was called 
Inuent the fift, (ung Maſs and uns 
wong other things laid this in his commen 
lation : that whoſoruer [aV bim, took an affec- 
us to bim , and Was willing to follow his 
anſel and gauice , becauſe be Was gentle, aff a 
i", bumble , pleaſing to all , pitiful , pruacnt, 
af audſveet, and infine adorned vith all ver 
ws in an eminent degree : which appears alſo 
dhis books which are very many and moſt 
tamed; wherein all his vertuesdo ſhine with 
tewenly ſcience and divine loue , which 
pes preat light to the vnderſtanding of the | 
racer, and no leſs heat vato the will, ſoftn- 
t3and drawing it by a powetful and divine 
forSaintBonaucnturesdo&rin is not dry 
#cld, butfull of juyce and marrow, and en- 
es the hart with the fire of loue. For 
Wickreaſon he is deſeruedly Riled, The Sera- 
i Dofor, becauſe he burns and inflames 
&iScraphin. Wherefore the learned Iohn | 
ſon, Chancellor of the vawerſity of Paris 
king of Saint Bonaventures do&rin ſais 
lt there is none more ſublime , more diuine, 


dre pleaſing , and more profitable. And in| 
Tom, 2. 


not ſvoln or puff ed vp, but piercing and feruent. 
Aman read bim moſt ſecurely:anabe that loues 
God dot? eafily underſtand him : there is great 
frofit and benefit tobe got by often reading him: 
and b1s ſayings do flick, in tbe mind Yith 2 ſþi« 
retual ſweetnes. Many do teach ſcience attd many 
there are that moxe to aewotion : but fe Writers 
baue bin ſo happy as to toyn theſe tbo things to= 
gether. Bnt Saint Bonauenture ſurpaſſes both 
the one and the other : for bis doftrin is the mu- 
ther of dewotion , andhis denotion ts as it Were 
& bait to drawv inbis doflrin. Therefore if you 
haue & deſire tobe both deuwont andleartted read 
ouer bis works With attention. Thus ſpeaks 
Tritemius. But Pope Sixtus the tourth faith 
the ſame more pithily,and yet in fe wer words, 
in the Bull of his Canonization. and Sixtug 
the fift alſo to the ſame purpoſe writeth in 
this manner of him. Saint Bruazentute bad & 
particular guift in writing, ſingularly proper to 
himſelf alone : for bis talent is not only t# the 
lebtility of arg1ing, facility of expreſſion, and 
prudence in refining ; bat alſo in mouing the 
mind With @ force Which ts rather dining then 
bumas. For with his h:gheſb learning be doth ſo 
zoin the fernor of admirable piety ; that in tea- 
ching be moues bis teader , and entring ſweetly 
into bis bart , he awakens and quickeis bis ſoule 
as it vere With the darts of 4 Seraphin, andyet 


ſoftens and delizhts it with the bony of demotion: 
ſo that our Predeceſsor , Sixtus the fourth ads 


miring this heauenly grace in his Writings did 
not ſlick, to ſay that the buly Gboft ſpoke in Saint 
Bonaucnture. 
God wrought many miracles by the metits 
of Saint Bonauenture after his death. For he 
cvred divers that were fick of ſcueral difea- 
ſes. He raiſed to life alitle child that was dead: 
he helped many women that in childbirth 
were brought to extremity and an eviderit 
danger of death , who wete happily delivered 
ot their children by calling vpon this glotious 
Saint , who was cianonized by Pope Sixtus 
the tourth , who had bin formerly of Saint 
| G Francis 
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Francis order, and cuen General ofit inthe 
year one thouſand four hundred eighty two, 
two hundred and cight years after Saint Bo- 
naucntures death : and Pope Sixtus the fift 
commanded that his feaſt ſhould be kept in 
the Church with the {awe ſolemnity which 
Boniface the eight had ordained for the Do- 
ors of the Church. and Pope Pius the fift 
appointed the ſame to be don for S. Thomas 
of Aquin, The Rowan Martyrologe makes 
mention of Saint Bonauenture on the fourti- 
enth of Tuly : and ſodo Pope Sixtusthe toutth, 
Saint Antoninus , and Peter Galefinus who 
was an Apoſtolick Protonotarius, But the 
Chronicles of Saint Francis order ſpeak more 
at large ofhim, where 1n the ſecond part , ſe- 
cond book , ſeuenth chapter , it is ſaid that 
he as ſo great 4 frend of boly Powerty : that 
euen When he was @ Prelat , bis doths Were but 

or 1ags of no valev, which arc cucu yet to 
fp ſeen in the Franciſcans Conucnt at Ly- 
ons, And in the year one thouſand four hun- 
dred thirty four , a hundred and ſcuenty yea- 
rcs after his death, when his ſacred Body was 
tranſlated into a greater Church of his own 
Order , his head was found cntire , his hair, 
lipps, tecth, and tongue freſh, and in 4 man- 
ner nothing changed from what they were 
whilſt he was living : but particularly his bart 
free from all corruption. | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT HENRY, 
Emperor the firſt of that Name, 


Confeſsor, 


y AINT Henty Emperor,ſurnamed 
3, the Pious, was ſon of Henty , Duke 
RIURI9 of Bavary,andnerc Kinſman ofthe 
wes? thiccEmperors, who were all called 
Otho. He was brought vp from his childhood 
in picty and good learning by S. Wolfgangas, 
Biſhop of Ratiſpon, who cuen then did pro- 
phefic his future dignity. For as the Duke ca- 
me one day with his two ſons and two dau- 
ghters for to aske the holy mans Bleſling;he 
ſaluted Saint Henry Kirg,his brother Bishop, 
the eldeſt fiſter, $xeen, and the yonger aAbbeſ3: 
and every onesCalling was accordingly.Saint 
Henry ſucceeded the Duke, his father , in all 
his dominions ; and left an example to the 
world, that neither nobility,wealth , nor po» 
wer can hinder 4 man from being a Saint, it 
he will make good vic of theſe puifts of 
God. For this worthy Perſonage , carrying 
dceply imprinted in his hart the Nas andlouc 


Saint Bonauenture Bishop and Door, 


of God, liued moſt vertuouſly and j 
even in that ſtate and (plendor _ 
ſutable to his dignity, attending much 1» * 


yer and the exerciſe of good WOrks: where, © 


vnto he was particularly encour; 
ſtrange ad vnto _. 
thought one night that as he was pray 
with great deuotion at the Tomb of * 
Woltgangus( who , as we faid, had bin by 
Tutor ) and moſt earneſtly commending hig. 
ſelf, his ſubie&s,and all his affairs VAto hishy! 
proteQion: the Saint appearing bad him te; 
what was written jn the wall over Aint 
his monumeng : where he found thelenn 
words: poſt ſex: after fix : and preſently he, 
rc vpon awakening , he took this tobe; 
warning given him byAlmightyGod fortoke 
prepared to leave this lite after fix days :zn4 
accordingly diſgoſed himſelt by prayer ad 
' pennance, inuocation of the Saints, andlaye 
almesthat he beſtowed vpon the poor, Zu 
when the ſix days wereexpired, and he ws 
yet in no apparent danger ofdeath , he hel 
on the ſame cours for {ix months, perſwadi 
himſelf that this was the term allotted hig : 
and having paſſed alſo this ſpace oftime oue 
without any harme , he concluded that he 
was to dy at the end of fix. yeares, But then 
contrary to his expcRation ; he was choſen 
king of Germany, the Emperor Otho bring 
lately deceaſed, in the year ofour Lordene 
thouſand and two according to Batoniy, 
and was crowned afterwards Eqgperoratke 
me in the year onethouſand and fourteen, 
The blefled man finding his viſion tob. 
ue portended {ſo difftcrent an cuent fon 
whathe could cuer haue hopedor expedel, 
gaue great thanks to Almighty Godandhi 
Saint, by whoſe prayers 'he thought he va 
promoted vnto fo great a dignity. And nd 
contenting himſelf with the narrow bound 
of an earthly Kingdom , reſolved to veal 
means to gain the Kingdom ot Heayen 0d 
to employ all the power and authority th 
was giuen him in dilating the Chriſtian G 
tholick faith , and promoting the ſeruice wl 
worſhip of the living God. We beſtoyrl 
oreat and ample reucnews vpon ſeveralClur 
ches: whereof ſome he built, othersÞ6 rep# 
red with great coſt. The Church of Mei: 
burge that had forwerly much flowſhed,bſ 
the continual incurſions and deuaſtations 
the people of Poland, Hungary, and Sclavod}, 
who in thoſe days were idolaters , ww 
ſo ruined and waſted, that it ceaſed to bi 
Biſhoprick: and of the wall reuenewsV 
were left ynto it, was founded 4 Monali 
This ravage and ſpoil of Chiiſts anus 
made the pious hart of the Empero! to þlec 
for ſorow. Y/heretore calling together 1 
Princes and Peers , he communicated V 


them the dehfign he had to tame and ſubd 
tholk 


ST BEEEDBErEASTA£ACSS EMNEEAGES ee es] <©ic ici iSS 


hoſe fierce and barbarous people, that did ſo 
ouch miſchief ynto the Chriſtian Ewpixe. In 
ob ts expedition paſſing by a place called Wal- 
WV jech, where the Bleſſed Martyr, Saint Adrians 
word is kept and reuerenced asa moſt pie- 
cious Relick 3 he took it with great venera- 
:0n, and marchiog along with it , by the 
nerits apd interce ſion of the Saint,called y- 
a God to aſſiſt him , with thoſe words 
+ the Prophet : Judge o Lord them that 
hurt me: owertLroV them that impugn Me. Take 
amor and 5bicld ,.ond riſe yp #0 belp me : bring 
funth the /03 d: Pla] : 34 : thencoming to the 
icy place where the Church had ſtood, and 
ſcing the deſolation of it , with 4 deep figh 
he called thus vpon Saint Laurence. Glorious 
int Lawrence Martyr f Chriſt ,if by your , 
interceſſion F come to ſubdue theſe barbarous 
le, and bring them into ſubieHion wn the 
Lowan Empire and Chriſtian Religion : 1 a0 


la 

F- jromis by Gods grace to reſtore this place, which 
IT? ir iedicated Into .y0u, and lyes nov moſt pititully 
held Þ rained and Yofted; to its former condition , and 
ding | juild wp the C hurch again in your honor, And 
ig: Y he pitcht his camp in the ſame field , and lay 
our | thereexpe&iog the enemy , who ſoon appea- 
xt be | red with 3 moſt numerous army, But Saint 
thea | Henry , not conſidering the aduantage the 
joſea } enewy had in their number , put himſelf and 
being | hismen ynder the proteRion ofthe Glorious 
done | Martyrs , $ains Lawrence , Saint George and 
ni, | SofotsAdrian:and when they had all receiued 
tk NY the moſt holy Body and Blood of our Lord, 
cen, | he encourages them the beſt he could , and 
tol» } leadsthem to the enemy : praying thus aloud 
from | vato our Lord : Lord God , Which deſtroyeſt 
eded, Y Ya: from the beginning, litt wp thy arme againſt 
ndts Y thenations Which do malzen thy ſernants. Ouer- 
e wa Nl thu aud deffroy them in thy power : my God 
dna f jutthew 45 4 wheel , and as ſtubble before the 
ound f ſue of the Yvind. Atter which prayer, litting vp 
veal  liseyes he faw thaſe glorious Martyrs whom 
0:00 Y kehad commended himfelt voto, together 
yg tht Y vith a firiking Apgel , marching betore his 
on GY camp, who caſt ſuch4 fright andtcrror into 
ce ol ©} the eneryy,, that they were immediatly difor- 
tow ff daed;and caſting away their arms they began 
Cur Y all to conſult their ſafty by zwaning away. 
; ref © int Henry having vanquiſhed and defcated 
Me | © many barbarous and watlik nations with- 
&d,/ Y axtloſs of any Chriftian blood, was not vn- 
ons 0 etal to:Gog andghe Saints, his Champi- 
aw, Y as and Protecors , that had. ed this 
5007 Y Witand fought his battels for him, Ke per- 
(0 bet d in-theu honor cucn more then he 
wid f ldpromiſed : whereby he deſexued to haue 
aſitþ tier aſiſtance at other occaſions, for the 
nz BY nqueting of other countreys. He :brought 
plex <nemics 4o ſubmit to-what conditions he 
ct bs fraled. Poland, Bohemia , and Morauia be- 
d vit We tributary ynto bum, Panonia, which by 
g's acans wasconuverted to thetaith atChriſt, 


Saint Henry Emperor, Confeſlor, 
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he 10ined to the Empire. He was alſothe on 


of the conue1ſion of Hungary ; for he 


with Saint Stephen, and perſwaded him to 14+ 
become a Chriſtian , and the more ſweetly to: IL Y. 


induce bim vnto it , gauc him his own fiſter 
in marriage:and Saint Stephen followingthe 
Emperors counſel, together with all bis Kings 
dem, embraced. our holy Religion, = 

All the expeditions and wars of this moſt 
pious and vittoiious Prince were yndertaken 
by him forthe propagation of the holy fauth 
amongſt infidels , or for the humbling an 
ſuppreſiing ofthe enemicsof the Church. And 
by the ſame means it is. wondertul how Al- 
mighty God dilated for him his Empire. The 
Greeks hauipy ſeated themlclues in Apulia, 
made great rapinesand ſpoiles ypon.all Italy, 
and rendred themfelues very teriible to the 
Romans , and threatned ta come to the yery 
city of Rome. But Szjint Henzy broke all their 
power and ſtrength: and as he was dredful 
to thole that withſtood him, during the fight, 
ſodid he treat with wondertul qzecknes and 
clemency all that he oyexcame. Try or Tr045 , 
4 new city built by the Greeks jn Apulia, 
vpon confidence to be ſuccored by Batiljus,, 
Emperor of the weſt, bad by theix peryerſaes 
and obſtznacy, and ts ronks , ſo pror 
uoked the 1ult indignation of the, whol army, 
that Saint Henry , who wag. gow, vgon the 


very point of taking the town - thought to 
vie the extremity of. rigor and ſcucrity 
towards it. But the: inhabitants for ta-nwws 
ve him 40 mercy , ſent out all the litle chil- 
dren, whowentin proceſſion to his.yery tent, 
ſinging litavies. This Gght , and the ſwece 
voices oo wany litle Ianocents.didſo pierce 
his hart with pity and coawpaſſion,that though 
he called God ro witncls that zf theſe lile gnes 
among jþ the reſt of thetahgbitants shoxdd comme 
70 experience the rigor Which that inſolent city 
bad aeſerned ; not be , but they pargnts Were to 
be accountable to God far their thaed,; yet. for 
their lake he ſpared the city, and ſhawd great 
meicy to the inhabitants. We may.cafily cons 
ceive how cfhcacious the deyaur. finging of 
Litanies by litle children, will he to obtain 
fayors of-God and his Saints:in Heayep, ſeing 
it could prevail ſo much with this holy man, 
whalit he was yet vpan earth. ThEpiqus Em- 
peror, before he would engage bimfſelf with 

the cnemy in Apulia,carneltly defared to baue 

the bleſſigg and the prayers of Saint Romu- 
aidus , who lived not far off in the roughand 

cold montains at-Sitria,and was w—_ famous 

for his auſtezity and fapRity.of life ; and ſen- 

ding for bim received; him with.all reverence 


and reſpe : as indeed-he dig highly honor 


apd cſtecm all-thoſe whom be knew to b 
tive leruants of God ;andtogk jtin wonder» 
ful. 200d parttoþe admoniſhed,or reprehen- 
ded by them. Saint Poppo with great len 
an 
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4 certain ſhow or ſpe&aclec to be exhibited, 
wherein 4 poor man was put in danger of 
being deuoured by a beaſt: the Emperor was 
ſo far from being offended with bim , that 
both he forbad that dangerous ſport,and pro- 
cured S, Poppo to be made Abbot ofa great 
Monaſtery, in recompence of his charitable 
reprehen(ion. A certain Biſhop was by falſe 
informations giuen againſt him, grown out 
of favor with the Emperor , and fearing the 
diſpleaſure conceived againſt him might en- 
danger his flock ; gathered vp agreat ſur of 
mony, wherewith to pacity his Princes mind: 
but baving betbought himſelf better, to wit 
that it would make more for his purpoſe,to vin 
the fauor of the Lord of beauen then of an 
earthly Prince : the day before he wasto ap- 
pear to clere himſelf to the Emperor, and 
preſent his mony , he beſtowed the whol ſum 
vpon Chriſt in his poor , and bauing ſpent 
the night in prayer, the next morning came 
to the Emperor ; who when he vnderſtood 
what he bad don , had 2 greater Joue and 
eſteem of him then ever he had before, But 
now his humility and pennance for ſome #1- 
niſter opinion conceived againſt Saint Heti- 
bert , Biſhop of Colen, is moſt remarkable, 
Certain wicked detraors had wade him be- 
licue that thisgood Prelat had no great kind- 
nes for him , and that he was even ſory that 
he was promoted to the Empire : Wherefore 
he harbored in his mind a grudging and 
diſpleaſure againſt bim, vntil it pleaſed «Al- 
mighty God to diſabuſe him , and to let him 
know the innocepcy and ſanRity of Saint 
Heribet : for one night there appeared vnto 
himin his ſlcepa venerable Prelat , andfaid: 
take beedo Emperor you keep no malice ng ainſs 
my fellow ſeruant Heribert , ana know #bat beis 
dear to God. In the morning the Emperor 
calls for Saint Heribert , and humbly asking 
him pardon , embraced and kiſled him three 
ſeueral times. And not content with this, the 
next night preſent]y after Matins taking one 
of the Clergy withhim , gocth to the Biſbops 
chamber , but not finding him there ( tor the 
holy man according to his cuſtom was wat- 
ching and praying in Saint lohns chapel ) 
comes intothe chapel, and caſting of his Ro- 
be, proſtrats himſelf on the ground at Saint 
Hetiberts feet, and again confeſſes his fault : 
nor would he riſe vp before he received trom 
him a ſolemn abſoluticn, 
He that did ſo much reſpeR and reverence 
Saints that were yet living vpon earth, hat 
devotion may we think he had to the Saints 
that were Rajgning with Chriſt in heauer, 
He was ſingularly addi&ed to -the glorious 
Patriaik , Saint Benedi&: and went to viſit 
his Monaſflery at Monte Cafſino, And whilſt 
he was there, he wasicized vpon witha moſt 
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terrible fit of the ſtone : with which 
other times he vſed to be moleſted ang Va 
it always with wonderful patience : jn 
extremity of this pain that endangered his 
life , he called vpon Saint Benedi& topeth 
with his ſiſter Saint Scholaſlica: and preſen - 
there occurred 4 doubt vato his mind whe 
ther their holy Bodies were yet in that Mg. 
naſtery, by reaſon of a certain rumor han 
abroad that they had bin ſecretly conue; 
away, Soon after he fell a ſleep, and there 
appears vato him Saint Benedi& with, fur 
geons tool in his hand fitto make incif ; 
and ſpeaks thus voto him : becauſe you _ 
put your confidence and truft in God and lis 
Saints lo,F am ſent ty AlmightyGod to care J0u 
IT am Brother Benedif : F kni\v that you a1 A 
doubt Whether my Bory reſts bere or 10: but 
the end you may be aſſured that my bony hecig 
this e Mounſtery  villgiue 30u this token, that 
you bal be perfefly cured. And imaediatly 
opens his belly, and gently takes out; great 
ſtone, which he puts into his hand, and cloſing 
vp the wound again, diſappears, And with 
good reaſon among all the Saints did Saint 
Benedi& come to cure him , ſeing he it was 
who by amild and fatherly corre&ion had in- 
flicted vpon him the diſeale. For wany year 
ago whilſt he was yet but Duke, helodged 
one night in amonaſtery of Benedi&ins:and 
there not being room enovgh in the ſtables, 
his grooms tyed vp ſome ot his horſes in the 
Chapter ouer againſt the Church: wherefore 
Saint Benedi& appeared vnto him that yery 
night, and looking moſt terribly ypon him, 
reprehended him very ſharply,and ſtruck hin 
on the fide witha rod : from which time he 
began to be troubled with the lone: ſothat 
the glorious Father might well fay ynto 
him: ego percutiam, 7” ego ſanabo. 1 Yill fi 
ke thee and T ill cure thee: I'll infli who 
thee diſeaſe , and F Yeill take it ava9. But the 
Emperor hnving bimfſelt io perfect health and 
the ſtone in his band , came amongthe Res 
ligzous when they were affembled together, 
who were quite aſtoniſhed toſce him fo yell 
recouered, who the day before lay 4 dying: 
and asked them What be should gine to ki 
Do#or Who had cured him. They all made a0- 
{wer that they 1hould be very 214d if be would 
take What be thought beſt ana moſt pretions i8 
the «Monaſtery , and beſiov it vpon the Dofit 
for his re*ard. Not ſo, ſais the Emperour,/it 
my DoHor is your moſt boly and glorious Fathi 
Saint Benedif7, He has cured me: andit irfi 
ting that T giue him (ometbing of my oivn, And 
then ſhowing them the Rone , told them al 
that happencd to him , ard gaueto the Mo- 
naſtery innumerable and moſt pretious and, 
incſtimable guifts : and reſolved , if the 
lived ſome years longer, to leauc the Empit, 
and become a Monk 1a the ſame _—_— 
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a. t only this place, but all Religious 
re "; | — ol all COS which he ca- 
be Tyr b neat, eoioYed the fruits of his Royal muni- 
is W ccence. For the holy man made Chriſt our 
er 1rd beir ofall he bad; for he neucr had 1fſue, 
tl intended to hauc any, as one that with 
he. teconſent ofhis deareſt conſort, Saint Chu- 
lo» ndes , maintained virginity inuiolably. 
ead tc had a particular atte&1on for the city of 
ted e where he had bin brought vp from 
em |} 414. Here he built a Churchof Saint St2- 
Ur and an other Church and Monaſtery in 
00; \200r of Saint George : and with permiſſion, 
yog vhich be asked of the Biſhops tht were al- 
bis d together in 4 Synod ( at what time 
oY tc ſhowd what reucrence and reſpett he bad 
" for the holy Prelats of Gods Church : for he 
wy ofirated hiaſelfbefore them on the ground, 
1 :ndyould not riſe vatil the chief of them 
on wok him vp ) he founded and erefted there 
ty an Epilcopal Sea : and all this with the goods 
Wn o{his own 1phericance, This city with all 
" kat belonged vnto it , he 4 in honor of 
, int Peter and Saint Paul che Apoſtles,ta the 
nt Pope of Rome; and obtained of his Holinels, 
pi bencdit the cight, to come in perſon for to 
al conſecrat the Cathedral Church, and to take 
= polſeſſion ofthe city : which was don with all 
$6a poop and magniticence, ir-aginable : though 
nd aherwards Leo the ninth exchanged this city 
es, vidh the Emperor that then was, for Bene- 
the jentury, One thing 1 wiil not omit , which 
"_ aibough among ſo many Churches (one Aus 
w. thor ſais 4 thoutapd ) which this Godly Prin- 
_ cbvilt or repaired, way lcem not to be very 
b cakderable : yet hence we may gather the 
_ zeal be had to procure Gods glory , and his 
ſolicitude by good Works according to the adui- 
ccofthe Apoſtle Saunt Peter , to make ſure bis 
weation aud elefion, and to commend bis Juxle 
mu the faithful Creator in good deeds, Coming 
of aace to Strasburg , he was wondertully ta- 
we kenand edified with the good order and Yil- 
_ &lin he ſaw in theCathedral Church, as well 
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nthe pious conuerfation of the Canons, as 
0 their wanner of ſinging the divine ſervice, 
Healſorcad their Rule, which pleaſcd him. ve- 
5.much.But bis affairs nor permitting him to 
lue amongſt them as he delired, he tounded 
Prebendary in the aud Church for the main- 
lning of a Pricſt ; that as bis vicegerent, in 
name and his place, might do that homage 
& him toAlm1ghty God;and conſtantly aſi 
& divine {ervice , repreſenting herein his 
tion , and therfore was called the Royal 
Ibend. And herein he followed the woliom 
Gunlel of Saint lohn Chryſcſtom , who in 
ls firſt homily vpon the Epiſtle of Saint Payl 
9-the Philipptans , makes 4 moſt vehement 
along exhortatiun to thoſe that can not 
end wuch ro praycr , pennance , and the 
Kuice of God ( ſuch as arc wealthy people, 
Tom 2, 
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who being wholy taken vp with the affairs 
mind, for exe: ciſes cf devotion)to encourage, 


themſclues to the honor and worſhip of God: 
and tells them :har borein they do infinitly be « 
nefit themſelues , and niake the ons of thoſt 
great ſeruants of God to become rheir own , by 
communicating With their good Yorks. Saint 
Kenrys devotion towards the moſt holy Sas 
crament and Sacrifice of the Altar appeared 
in ths , that beſides bis often frequenting the 
communion of our Lords Body, be vſed every 
day at the end of Maſs, with great reucrence 
to drink the lotion of wine andwater, which 
the Prieſt powred into the Chalice , for ts 
purify it after the Conſummation of our 
Lords Blood. Andas it fell out oneday, that 
for ſome preſſing bufines he could not pers 
form at the accuſtomed hower this viſual des 
votion ; he defired the Prieſt to lock vp the 
chalice with the lotion in ic, till ſuch time as 
he ſhould be at leiſure: which was not before 
the next morning , when Matins were ſung. 
And then coming with wonderful reverence, 
and many tears, to ſatisfy his pious defire of 
drinking that which had fo nere 4 relation to 
the moſt holy Sactitice ;he found the lotioty 
miraculouſly changed into the form of blood. 
Whilſt Saint Henry was in Apulia, he went 
to viſit Saint Michael the Archangels Church 
vpon Mount Garganus: where once week 
the Angels are ſaid to appear , and perform 
divine leruice : at which time none dares ſtay 
19 the Church , but only thoſe whoſe great 
Furity atid fanctity can afford them that con« 
dence, Saint Heniy,relying vpon the mercy 
of Almighty God, ſtuid there alone , whete 
all the reſt , percciviog the figns of the Ants 
vels comming, wentout,or, it they lingered, 
were driucn out, Here the blefied man with 
abyndance of tears commended himſelf to the 
protedion of that great 2nd mighty Prince 
of the Church , Saiat Michael: who is to re- 
ceiue the foules of all the faithfull at their 
departure out of this life, and to preſent theta 
vato Chiiſt our Lord. Whilſt he was thus 
praying , behold 4 numerous multitude of 
heavenly Spirits, that ſhined as bright as the 
ſun, enter into the chapel : whereof two 
went ſtraight to the Altar and dreſſed it, By 
and by thete came in others , diſtinguiſhed 
into ſcueral companies, bright burning like 
faſbipgs of lightning , who with won erful 
reuerence , great pomp, itateand glory, wat- 
ted vpon their Prince S,Michael, whom they 
brought into the Temple. Laſt of all came in 
the king of Angels, Chrilt our Lo d with 
orcat power and Maieſty : who was attended 
ypon by an infinit Holt of celeſtial Spirits, 
whoſe ſplendor was inexplicable. Whea!' all 
were ſeated in their ſeueral places and ratiks, 
H mmediany 
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of the world haue but litle time , and leſs towns, 
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help,and maiutain thoſe who haue dedicated IVEY» 
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— . immcdiatly the Quircs of the new Hierufa- 
14, 1cmbegan to fing the divine ſeruice, Which 
IVLY. being ended , a prime Angel brought the 


i 


- 


 #ne. And the Angel having offered him the 


app his end todraw nere, called for the frends 
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book to our Saviour , who made 4 fign 
to him to carry it to Saint Henry that was 
kneeling in a corner, for to kils it. But as 
he was trembling all his body oucr for re- 
uerence with a ſacred horror,the Angel ſpok 
thus vnto him : fear not elet7 of God, riſe wþ 
ſpeedily , and receize cheerfully the token of peace 
Thich is preſented wnto thee from Heauen. 
With thc like viſion and tauor did Almighty 
God honor himan other time , for to hgnity 
both to him and to vs all, how gratctully he 
takes,and how bountifully he rewards what 
ſoeuer devotion and piety towards his moſt 
holy Mother, the euer glorious Uirgin Mary. 
Saint Henry did wonderfully honor and rc- 
uerence this moſt powerful Queen, the com- 
mon Patroneſs andchiefeſt hope ofChriſtians, 
And among many deuotions that he vicd, to 
zeſtify hisduty rowards her ; this was rare and 
ſingular ; that whatſocuer city or town he 
entred into , the firſt night of his abode in it, 
he ſpent in prayer and watching in ſome 
Church dedicated in ber honor. This deuo- 
tion he omitted not, when he came to Rome, 
For then he paſſed over the firſt night after 
his arriual, in her Church , called «AMaria 
Maior, and he repead great and preſent fruit 
of bis picty. For he ſaw the Souerain and 
Eternal Pricſt Chriſt Ieſusenter the Church 
for to ſay Maſs : Saint Laurence and Saint 
Vincent aſſiſted as Deacon and Subdeacon: 
Innuwerable Saints filled vp the Church: and 
the Angels ſung in the Quire, The Introit 
of the Maſs was S»/cepimus Dems miſericordi- 
am tuam, Wehaue receined o Lord thy meriy. 
Fuſtitid plena eſt dextra tua. Thy right hand 
#5 full of Inſlice : which laſt words as they 
were (ung , all the Angels,imitating our Sa- 
uviour and his bleſſed Mother, pointed with 
their fingar at Saint Henry ,as one well de- 
ſeruing that clogiuin. And after the Goſpel, 
when the Anpe] bad preſented the Book firſt 
to Chriſt our Lord, then to our Bleſſed Lady, 
and to the Saints in order, to be killed : our 
Lady ſignified to the Angel that he ſhould 
giuc it alſo to S. Henry. and ſaid gize him the 
kiſs of peace, Whoſe virginity is moſt pleaſing to 


book, toucht him lightly in the thigh, astor- 
merly an Angel had toucht the Patriark Ia- 
cob, and ſaid vnto him : :his 7s to be a fign of 
Gogs loxe for your chaſtity and Tnſtice. And 
from that time the Emperor always baltcd. | 
At length this holy Emperor wearied ovt | 
with pious labors for the glory of God and 
propagation of the Chriſtian faith, perceius 


and kindred of his chaſt Spous, Saint Chune- 


| bither back, , and to tell me '% 


gunges, and pointing at her, ſaid ynto them: 


F reſtore wntogou this your Virgin 
wed ber & "Virgin from you £9, @ fra 
Chriſt. «At the time that he was dying 
rain holy Ermit ſaw thedivel in human 
pe , running in all ſpeed : and askeg him 
Whither be poſted /o faſt. 1 am going , fais the 
fend, to be preſent at the death of the x 
ror, Go thy Ways, anſwers the Ermit and h 
What God permits thee to do. But chargetly 
in the Name of the ſame lining God, toretarg 
at /ucce 
findeſt : within a very ſhort time rs _—_ 
and ſpiteful enemy returns again , bowling 
and roaring, and ſais to that ſervant of God, 
Wo, wo to vs : ve are coſencd , Ve haue hbft up 
labor : all our ſlight and power is tome tow. 
thing : the «Angels hane confounted v; wn 
arinen ws moſt hewfaly av ay. for as the mai 
and Yorks, good and bad,of that foul ere ex 
mined and weighed in 4iuſt balance inthe pres 
ence of vs ant of the «Angels : and on 
began to finck, down With the Weigbt of bis fam: 
there fleps in 4 burnt man Yith 4 golden 
and puts it into the other ſcale of bis 200d wks, 
Which immedeatly carried it down With thatfm. 
ce , that the cup being dasbt againſt the growl 
keeps #ill the mark, of the blow : Wherenpon the 
eArgets crying Uictory , carried away the jeal 
With them, leauing vs nothing but than ix 
#ominy and confuſion The renowned Matht 
Saint Lawrence was he , whom the dive] 
ſcornfully called the burnt man : to who 
Church at Mersburg Saint Henry had yiuc 
a golden chalice. And it is very markab 
that the ſaid Chalice being then kept vader 
lock and key , was fs with that dint or 
mark in it , which the diuel ſpoke of. Saint 
Henry dyed inthe year ofourLord onethov 
ſand twenty four, in the two and fiſtiethol 
his age, eleuenth of his Empire, and fourand 
twentieth from the time he had bin choſen 
King of Germany. God declared his Sandtiy, 
and the glory correſponding to it, whichie 
enioys now in heaven , by many miracks 
For he did great fauors to thole that honotel 
him and called ypon him; and puniſhedſeue 
rely ſome that went about to obſcure hs 
plory.SaintHenry had brother,called Brom, 
Biſhop of Ausburg , that never had ay 
loue or kindnes for him : but on the contra 
was always ſtriving to croſsand trouble by, 
and to thwart or overthrow hisdeſigns, and 
lided continually with his greateſt aduerlatr 
es : whom the Saint on the other ſideende> 
uored to win by his patience and by requitin 
bad turns with courtefics ; yet could neve! 
oucrcom the vnnatural hart of his brother 


| foreuen afterS, Henrys death, he did notceak 


enuying and waligning his honor ; andpat 
cularly labored todeſtroy the Biſhoprick 
had erected atBamberge;and to giueawa)t 


| lands and poſſeſſions belonging to it " 
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his . Many worthy:tpen, and; Prelars 
" viedall perſwations: they could, for to:diuert 
ie from that moſt. wicked attempt, but in 
yain, for he was moſt obſtinatly bent ito carry 
» on, At length Saint Henry apprces vato 
him with his tace dilbgured, and hisberd half 
lacke off: wherat when the Biſhop won- 
red :it-55.308., aisthe Saint, rbat baue ſo. diſ- 
ured me, lyoffering to take from mt and from 

4 rn of-God the means and linings Which 
7 beſlowed wpon:them for Gods ſake ; but ſee you 
oe. ones theſe: defign ments. , for otherwije it 
»ball coſt; your dear- And ſo left him, but in 
tat fadplight avd condition. , that he- was 
not able: the next day. to ſtir, out of his bed, 
Where we fee verified what the Scriptur ſaith 


in.the book of wildom ch : 5. the inſt shall 


fund in _greas conſt ancy againſt. thoſe that baue 

iBed theme , and taken a%ay their labors, 
4 remarkable example and document , not 
toalicoate- from: tha Church and pious vles, 
what hath bin liberally applyed thervato 
by: the deuotion: of our anceſters, 

That wherein: we are chiefly to imitate 
this worthy. ſeruant of God , is his fhogylar 
deuotion towards the holy Saints and, angels: 
in whomas he put great truſt andconfiden- 
, ſo did he recciue of Almighty God: by 
their means innumerable fauors and privile. 

They warned him of his faults,and taught 

m to. cancel them. by due pennance and 
fatis”aHon : they cured him of his corporal 
infirmitics/ aod diſcales : they helped: bim in 
his battels, and gained him many ſpeciousand 
glocious viorics :. they comforted and en- 
rextained bin at. his.prayers. with moſtextra- 

' ordinary illuſtrations, and with 2. delicious 
foretalt of the eternal ioys of. Heauen : infine 
they ſecured his. ſoule at his lalt paſſage , they 
pleaded for him. , they Frans 1 and chaſed 
away the diuels, and carried him with them, 
raozcing and triumphing, fioma temporal to 
at everlaſting Kingdom. And it be who bad 
many good works, moſt pretious merits,and 
intatigable labors, vadertaken for our Lords 
plory and! the ſervice of bis Church, toftand 
add plead for him at the Tribunal of Al- 
mighty God; and infine was & Saint, and 4 
preat-gaint , had need notwithſtanding to be 
delended and protected at that laſt howr by 
the glorious company of Saints and. Angels, 
Raigning with Chriſt tin what a lamentable 
condition ſhall we poor finners find. ourſel- 
ves, ifwe make-not thoſe Our frends by fre- 
quent innocation, and by good ſeruices, with. 
out whole prayers and interceſſhon, we {ball 
be in great danger to miſcatry ? The moſt 
doly-and trarned Father, Saint Auguſtin bath 
tothiepwepole,in his ane and. twentieth book 
DeCinitate Det, chapter the ſeucn.and twen- 
teth,a moſt remarkable ſayivg, worthy to be 
tra pondered , and perpetually born in 


mind : that many Chriſtians woz fat his mori» 
bus prediti , vt cis liberandis , fine ſuffragid 
Santforum ſus pofſit vita ſufficere. and >litle, 
after. B/3 it ag quidam uits modizs tion t arp Yong, 
vt ad tautam Bratitudinem adipiſcendaite- cis, 
7 pſa ſufficiat wife eorum meritis ,quos atnicos fe- 
cerint miſericor diam conſequantir.That is that 
the: life of ſome is not ſo guod that it: mayuffiſe 
for to ſecure them fromincurrmmy eternal Jams 
nation, and tobring them to the eternal bliſs and 
feluity of Heawen ; waleſs they be hulpets, and 


| frad mercy at Gods hands by. the ſuffr ages. aud 
| 'nterceſſion of thoſe Saints , whom by ſue, gogad 


ſerwices rbey bawe obliged , and nne to, kecojh 
their frends, And we may well take this: to 
be our own cafe, ſcing it is the coimmp 

ordinary cours of lite caen of thoſe Chriſtian 
Catholicks , who do liuc well , and abſtain 
trom greater fins. For we (ball find our, good 
works and attions , when they come to, be 
numbred and weighed in the balarice of Gods 
exa& ludgment , to baveleſs in them then is 


| r<quiſitfor to delerue that incitimable poiſe 


of glory, valeſs God deals mercifully with vs: 

"which mercy we hope to obtain by the PI2ys 
ers and. interceſhon of the Saints , whom by 
due honor and reuerence; and by frequent ins 
uocation in our life time,we have obligedtg 
ſtand for vs at that terribleday, 

It isto beobſerucd that this holy Emperor 
is called ſometinies Henry the Jerond ,though 
indeed he be the firſt Emperor of this Name; 
andis viualiy io itiled ,as well in hiſtory , as 
alſo in the Roman Martyrologe.For alth 
there was an other Hetry betore him, 4 moſt 
gadly and holy Prince , thatintht year nine 
hundred and nincteen ſucceeded theEmperog 
Conrad: yet he would neuer be called Zmpes 
ror. And in thoſe days none wasſo Riled chat 
Was not crowned by the Pope, As our Saink 
Henry,though be immediatly ſucceeded Otho 
the thirdin his dominions, and ruled the En 
pirc , yet was not called Emperor, but only 
Kinz of Germany for many years. And the 
Ecclehaſtical Annals do reckon the begine 
ning of bis Empire from the year one thous 
ſand and fourtcen ; when comming to Rome; 
he took the Imperial crown with great res 
uetence from the hands of Pope Benedict the 
eight, The Roman Martyrologe ſpeaks of 
Saint Henry ; and Baronius in his Eccleſiaſti» 
cal Hiltory.His life is extaat ar large in Suriugs, 
and in Cardinal Bellarmin,and it was writen 
by Adelbodus Biſhop, Many graue Authors 
make moſt honorable mention of him in the 
lives of ſeucral holy mea that liucd in his 
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holy Croſs, 


MONG the preat and ſignal 

Ui&ories which Almighty God 
- hath given ſometimes to Chriſ- 

” tans againſt infidelsand enemi- | 

EF <> of bis holy Name,that which 
hegauethem in thePloines of Toloſa is the moſt 
renowned and adwirable. It was won by Al 
fonſus the cight, King of Caſtile, aſſiſted by 
theKipgs of Aragon and Nauar : with a ſtran- 
ve and ynheard off diſcomfiture and ſlaugh- 
ter of innumerable multitude of Mores. The 
relation which we ſet down here of it, is taken 
out of the hiſtory of Rodrigues Ximenes, who 
was atthe Kings fide during the battel : and 
out of King Altonſus his own letter to Pope 
Innocent the third : where the ſucceſs of the 
war and vidtory is faithfully told in this man- 
NCT. 

King Alfonſus, willing to reuenge the ho- 
nor of God , mcit ſacrilegiouſly prophaned 
by the Mores: to repreſstheir infolency:and 
to deliver the Chriſtians , his ſubicas , from 
theſe moſt cruel and barbarous enemies, hau- 
ing conſulted the matter with all the Prelats 
and worthy Pcrionnages of his Relm ; con- 
fiding and relying vpon the Intinit Goodnes 
and Power otour Locd, anc: Saviour, teYolued 
togather togetherail the forces and ſtrength | 
he could make throuzh out his dowinions: 
and to inuite to his aid and aſſiſtance 1n fo 

lozious 2 czule , ſo much concerning our 
faith and Chiiitian Religion , not only the 
Kings that weic his neighbors and allies, but 
alſo forain Princes: and with all the power 
of Chriltendom ro cacounter the enemy. To 
this purpoſe he ſent Rodrigues Ximenes, 
Archbiſtop of Tolcdo , a moit able and pru- 
dent wan , and of wondertu] great authority 
Embaſlador firit to Rome, and afterwards in- 
to France and Germany ; for to petition bis 
Holineſs, tnnocent the third, for to publiſh 
2 ſacred war ; wherein all that would enroll 
then;ſelues to ion with him againſtthe Mo- 
re* for the glory of God, and gocd of all 
Chrittendons, wigt+ {ol:mnly take the Crols, 
and haue the fame graces and indulpences 
which are granted to thoſe that go vpor 
ſeruice for the Conqueſt of the Holy Land 
His Holineſs granted all that was demanded 
of him. And tte :good Archbiſbop was fo atti- 


f che holy Croſs. 


ue and dextrous in carrying on the bulincs, 


| into a large plain : but lett great _ - 


nes ,that it was ſoon publiſhed throught 
Chriſtian dominions : and cuety on ſhewed 
himſelf auch concerned at the inſolency and 
moſt arrogant pride of Mahomad King of the 
Mores, who had vttered hortible blalpbemi. 
es againſt God; and ſwore that he would x 
boli(h all memory of the Crols ,and Vtterly 
ruine and deſtroy the worſhippers and ads. 
rers of it, There was fuch a confluence of 
people trom all parts to Toledo for this ex. 
pedition , that neither the City nor the firlds 
about it, were able t2 comain then : but dj. 
gers of them ſpread themſelves all along the 
riber Tagus, ſome in tcnts,others in the 

air. 'There came 4 multitude from [taly and 
France ;among whom were Giuers Bj 
voreat Lords and principal men , that defired 
to do ſexuice in this holy war, Sothat Spain 
neuer ſaw i more flociſhing army, 

They began their march from Toledo on 
the twentieth otlune in the yearofourLord 
one thouſand two hundred and tyclue :and 
met with wondertul great difficulties, For 
the Mores had beſet all the ſtraight and nar 
row pallages 3 and ſtrowed the ways with 
caltraps, which are peccr's ot iron-fourſquar, 
with pricks and ſharp points ;which didexs 
ceſſiuely gall and anoy the horſes and beafs 
of carriage, Yet notwithitanding the Chile 
tians with theit courag* and reſolution, 


Iv; 


and by a particular afſiitance of Almighty 


God ouercame all the difliculties : and took 
ſome towns from the ennewy, to wit Malaga 
and Calatrauz, But to the endall the world 
might know thatthe great detcat ofthe cne- 
my and the glorious victory which was after 
wards got, was apure fauor of God;andall , 
the glory of it is duc to him alone ; he permit 
ted that after the taking ut Calatrava (which 
was on the laſt of lunc)i mutiny and (edition 
atOle in the army of the Chiiſtians : wheres 
pon almoſt all the externs returacd back,and 
leit the ſeruice, Alfonſus , although be did 
deeply reſent this vulucky accident, andlav 
himſclt exceedingly weakaed , yet lolt n0 
courage;but marched on vigoroully towatd 
the enemy 1n company of Peter, King of Ath 
$00 :and a l:tle while after King Sanftwsd 
Nauar came with conſiderable torces to io 
him. They arrived at lengthat a place 
Mruradal where Mahowad Kivg ofthe Mo 
beld himſelf with a numerous and moſt pu 
ſant army , with intention to forbid tit 
pallage ; but by no means to cngage the 

he did not yet know that Alfontus. ws & 
ſeited by his extcrn ſorces; but when he! 
derſtood that the ftrangers were goD , 
that Alfonſus had no other forces then 6 
ot Spain : he changed his reſolution, andit- 
tended to fight the Chriſtians, it they cam 
vpto him ; whereupon he drew bis men 
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Jace called ad Nawuas Toloſe ,which isa nar- 
and ſtraight paſlage , for to anoy and 
-ndomage the Chriſtians , as they cams 
'— the hill, The aſcent was exceeding ſtee> 
owoh , and craggie , ſo thatthe horſe 
p} 1 ugh » . 
"ould not find ſure footing, or keep themſel- 
esfrom falling: and vpon the hil they diſco- 
ered the enemy tO be very ſtrong and nume- 
1ogs, this cauſed great trouble and perplexity 
1 the Chriſtians, who thought it almoſt im- 
Nbleto warch vp the bill ,and withal faw it 
yz no leſs dangerous to retire back, But 
no Alfonſus encouraged them to go 0#, 4nd 
ue not, for that the prouidence and mercy of 
God wouln not be Wanting to them , if they con- 
fed in bim : and fo it fell out : for acestain 
beaphard,moſt 8kalfull in all the by ways and 
wiodings of the hill ( and ſome do think he 
yasan Angel,diſguiſcd ina ſheaphards weed) 
kad them ſecurely vp before the very facc of 
the enemy ,that fretted and ſtormed that he 
vas got able to hinder them. As ſoon as the 
Chriſtians came vp,the Morcs put themſclues 
inorder , cmbattclling in that large plain,and 
were ready to begin the fight : but Alfonſus, 
knowing his men to be weary and tired , 
would not accept the charge 3 as wel that the 
ſoldiers might reſt and recrutechcir forces,as 
aſothat biwſelf might take better notice of 
the cacmies camp,and diſcouer their ſtrength 
and order, Mahomad taking this refuſal 10 
proceed from fear and not from military pru- 
lence, grew extremly proud and arrogant , 
aud writ in a vaunting and boaſting manner 
to Baeza : that be beld three Kings beftezed 
and blicked wp,and did not dowbt of taking them 
priſoners vithin three days : the day follow- 
ng withthe ſame infolency he diew out his 
wen as he had don the day before , for to 
give battel to the Chriſtians ; but they Kept 
themſelues ſtill within their trenches , and 
yould not ioyn battle with him, vatill they 
lay their own time : for it 1s the part of 4 
prudent Generall not to fight when his ence» 
(y defices it ; but when he finds his own 
oPportunity , | 
But vpon Saturday night all the Chriſtians 
prepared themſclues by a good Confeſſion of 
ldeir fins , and carly in the morning heard 
Mas and communicated : when alſo the ple- 
tary Indulgence by way of Iubiley was de- 
tounced vato them by the Biſhops by order 
tomhis Holiacſs, The next morning which 
vs munday ,cucty one was ready at his co- 
lors, and the whol army being let 1n order, 
addiſtinguiſhed into their ſeucral ranks and 
wadions 3 lifting vp their hands and cycs to 
ven, Where their harts, burning with a 
(ere of Martyrdom , did altedy lodge ; with 
vondetfull alacrity and courage, drew vp to } 
te enemy calling vpon the bolyName of God, 


nd beſeecbing bim t0 giue themtbe viflory a- | 
Um: 2. 


contrary heightned the courage of the 


gainſt thoſe cruel barbarians , deadly enemies of 


our boly Religion and of his Croſs. The Mores * : 


were ſo many that they could not be num- 
bred : and their king Mahomad appeared in 
their van withgreat pomp and ſtate, wearing 
aboue his armor a black robe that had bia 
anciently Ab4elmwmy's , who was the firſt of 
the race of the. Almobades: and there was car- 
ried before him a ſword and theAlcoran. The 
Chriſtians ſet vpon the Mores with extraot- 
dinary valor ,and facing all their army gaue 
and receiued ſeueral charges:and albeit at the 
beginning the enemy for the aduantage they 
had in their number did oucrpower x ary 4 
that ſome Chriſtians began to fly : yet King 
Alfonſus nothing at all diſcouraged faid to 
his inſeparable companion Rodrigues: «Arche 
_ , ve Vill bere oy togetber ,you and I.No 
Sir, lais the Archbiſhop , ve Will not dy ,but 
by the belp of God, oe Will get the vio. And 
immediatly there came ſuccor from heaven 2: 
which infuſed much valor and courage into 
the Chriſtians, For the Crols which Domis 
nick Paſcalis ,a Canon of Toledo,carricd be» 
fore the Archbiſhop, paſſed miraculouſly to« 
gether with him that carricd it , thorough the 
thickeſt ſquadrons atid whol army of the Mo+ 
res,and the good Canon that heldit , ſtood ts 
the very end of the fight al alone without I 
man to defend him, ſurrounded by ati infinity 
of enemies , and receiucd not a wound of 
blow , though cuery one aimed and ſtrived to 
hit him. Moreouer the Royal Gandart , whee 
rcin there was a picture of our bleſſed Lady, 
who always has bin the ſpecial Patroneſs of 
the Prouince of Toledo , and ofall Spain,bees 
ing aduanced to 4 itrong party of the Motes, 
that after their companions were dilordered, 
held out Rifly , and with much (harpnes con- 
tinued the diſpute , caſt ſuch a terior into 
them , that i-nmediatly they vaniſhed away 
like ſmoke. Infine the Chriſtiavs got ſuch a 
glorious and admuable victory that it is euis 
dent they obtaincd it from heaucn: and that 
it was won by the mighty arm of the God of 
hoſts , and not by the induſtry, valor, or force 
of man. For Mahomad with ſome few, hardly 
eſcaped , leauing dead, ypon the place;two 
bundred thouſand Mores , whereas there we« 
re but five and twenty of the Chriſtians ſlain; 
And for ſoine days that the Catiſtian army 
remained there , for to take the booty and 
ſpoile of the enemy ; notwithſtanding the 
continval fires they wade day and night, fot 


| to drels their meat and for other yies,wherein 


thcy burnt nothing but darts, ſpears, lances 
and other woodderi weapons left by their 
enemicsin the field, yet were they notable to 
conſume them all ,though they did ſtrive to 
do it. This renowned viftory gaue much dif- 


couragement ynto the Mores , and Wn = 
ri- 


Rians 
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fians, and encreaſed their confidence in Al- | 


mighty God ;'whom they acknowledged to 
be the Author of it: 

But notwithſtanding the infinit mercy and 
power of God , vnto which this viftory is 
to be wholly aſcribed : we areto reflect vpon 
that which the kings and ſoldiers contributed 
on their pait for to move the divinc Goodnes 
to give them fo great a vifory. For tuft 
they enBaged not themſelues in the war fo 
mich for their own privat intereſt, or cnlarg- 
ing their dowinions : as tor the honor and 

lory of God; and exaltation of the holy faith, 
which ought to be theend and mark, where- 
at kings that wage war againſt infidels, here- 
ticks | and other enemiesot God,are to direft 
thcir purpote.Secondly they had recours vnto 
the' Head of the Church , the Souerain and 
Suprem Prelat and Pope ; and Jefired him to 
gran Indulgences, and appoint prayers: as |iis 
Holineſs lnnocent the third ' commanded 
prayers to be offered to our Lord through 
out all Chriſtendom : and appointed a.talt 


of the field. The Gtandces fo and greateſt 
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PerſonapesJitle minding to enrich then; 


_ 


by the viftory : but only ſettj « 
oo the ſeruice of God Ar ey dow i 
the ſafty of theyr couritrey ; fought hogs” a 
ning tUll it was late at night with ba. 
worthy'their blood and noble deſcent F 
This is that greatand famousbatict arc 
tly called the Battelvf 'Vbeda, or 45,” 
Tele: wherein the'power , race and _ 
of the Almobanes (who were the Route - 
ſtrongeſt of the Mores ,and jn 3 fait w 
bring all Spain ynder their ſubieRion : 
viterly extinguiſhedand aboliſhed. Ali Chi 
ſtendom was filled with ioy , andtaken 1, 
with gratulation and thanks giving for thi 
t1gnal viftory : which was fought on 4 ow. 
day, onthe tixtienth of luly in theyeare Oe 
thouſand two bundred and twelve, Andin 
memory of fo gieat 4 benefit the Solews: 
of the Triumph of the boly Croſs was inſtituted, 
and is kept through out all Spain , byrow- 
wandment of Gregory the thirteenth; asjs1 
be ſeen 1D a'Breuc given by him in the fr 
year of his Raign , on the thittieth of De. 
cemberin the year onethouſand five hundred 
leucnty three. And wirh good reaſon is thi 
teaſt called, The Tri»mph of the boly Criſrchs 
by veitue of the ſaid Croſs the Chriſtians. 
uercame that barbarons King, who preſuwing 
molt arrogantly ypon' his ſtrength and poy- 
cr, threatned to abolish all Yorrbib and vm: 
ration of the ſaid Croſs , and to be thervinoſ d 
Chriſtians. Morcover for that the Crols which 
was carned betore the Archbiſhop of Toleds, 
bearing vp to the enemy, broke thorough4l 
is ranks and ſquadons ; without the le 
harm of him that carryedit. And wherelge- 
ver this ſacred S1gn did march, the barbarians 
tellall down in hcaps before it :1t js recordel 
in the Chronicles of Spain thatin rime ofthe 
battel there appeared a red Crofs inthe ir: 
the {rpht whereof gaue great encouragement 
to the Chriſtians; and caſt & terror 1ntothe 
Mores, which'occafioned their confulion and 
flight : and that this gave the name of tl! 
Triumph of the boly Croſs to our preſent tral 
They add allo that 3 Gentleman of the King 
dom of Leon , whoſe name was Reno ws 
the firſt that ſhowed it vato'the king , yo 
:hcreupon made him his Standard-bearer,od 
pauc hua for his armes4 Red Croſs 1na wiitt 
held, which the family of Reynoſos give i 
this day.But the Archbiſhop Rodriguesmaks 
no mention of this Croſs appearing in ti 
air : and we find nothing of it in the Kup 
letter to his Holmeſs: which it isnot probable 
they would have omitred , had there bin as 
ſuch thing, it-being ſo very conſiderabk and 
rewarkable. Let vs beſeech Almighty God to 
conſerue and continue his fauors and graces 
towards vs , and by the vertue of the hol 


Crofs to gite-ys the victory agaialt al on 
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ys to eternal life. « Amen. 
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1HE LIFE OF SAINT ALEXIVS, 


Confeſsor. 


Hilt Innocent the firſt ſat in Saint 
A } Peters Chair at Rome : and Ho: 


norius , fon of Thcodofias the 


Great , gouerned the weſtern Empire : there 
igedat Rome £/eminnurdnoble man won- 
derfull ncb , that bad taken for wite 4 Lady, 


whoſe name was Agles, who happened to be 


barren. This gricued and aff: ed them both 
aticnly , for rhey did molt paſſionatly deſire 
to haue a {on that might ſuccede then , and 
inherittheir great wealth. They begd this fa+ 
vorof God by continual prayer, large almes 
and incumerable works of charity and deuo- 
tion, Their hous was a ſecutetetuge of or- 
phans, widows. and aff}:Qed perfons ; an hof- 
pital-of the fick and poor ; and 4 harbor of 
piſorims. Our Lord heard theirdefire, and ga- 
vetheim a lon : 4/02, Þ ſay,of prayers and tears, 
whom they named .i/exius.They brought bim 
yin the tearc of God , and inſtructed him in 
all piety and learning. Wherein he made fo 
happy 2 progreſs , that in thoſe his tender 
jearsic was eaſtly perceiued, that he was moſt 
ſpecially choſen by Almighty Gud tor to gto+ 
if his holy Name , and edify the Catholik 
Church by the rare and admirable example 
of his life and conuerſation. When he was 
now of years to marry :his parents made choi- 
eforhim of a young Lady , noble, rich, tair, 


puwdent, and in # word, adorned with all | 


las qualities , woithy the ſpouſe of tuch a 
busdand : and commanded him to take her 
fot bis wife, And «Alexius, concealing hisin- 
tentions ſhowd himſelt 'ready to obey their 
vill;and che mariape was ſolemnized with 
increchble ioy , teaſting, and congratulation 
ofthe prime g-nircy and nobility of Rome. 
Butthat very night God ſpeaking interiourly 
vato the hart of alexius , told tum how he 
yoult be ferued by him : that he showtd not 
torch bis ſhows , but leaue her ; and like an other 
alrabam for ſake bis bonus ani bis parents, and 
follow him to the place that be showld «how him, 
®his ſpovs, preſented her with a-goltt ring; 
pg) rich girdle wrapt vp in'criſo'n tat- 
ta, and bid herkecp'that, as the'pledz of his 


i fon piltGod $hould otherv:/e orrtain; thence 


x: and to diver vs from our encmics 
ifbleand inviſible , and at levgth to bring 


S746 $S24S2SSSISHHIESESS SDS. 4.9-$Þ | 


LOOP ID PPBI INN 


Alexius obeyed the voice of God, and coming | 
&, {of 'Alexius bad taken vp his abode. For an 
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he went into an otherroom , wherehis cabi- 
net was :.and taking with him ſome iewels \—— 


and mony, he. changed. bis apparel ,and'in 


going i{traight down to the riversfide,as God 
would have it , he found A veflcl ready, in 
which he paſſed to Laodicea,and trom thence 


Meſopotamia, where is kept 4 piture of our 


lent by one of hisdiſcipleso King Abagarus. 
Here he ſold his 1ewcts and whatſocuer he 
| had that was pretious; and gave the mony. of 
it among the poor : and himiclt being: moſt 
meanly clad began to-beg :.a7d whatiocuerhe 
got that was not preciſely neceflary to keep 
| him 4 live, he diſtributedit among poor 

men The greateſt partof hu time he ſpeat in 
prayerin & Church-porch, before apittureaf 
our bleficd Lady , towards wbom he had 3 
moſt ſingular and tender devotion. His ſpoys 
paſled over that firſt nizht an continual ex 
pectation of his return , much wondering 
what might occaſion that delay. His parents 
the acxt day comming for to giue him the 
good morrow,and vaderſtanding that he had 
binabſentall night, were ſtrangely ſurpriſed, 
andcucn belides themſelucsfor admiration : 
eſpecially: his mother , that did nothing bur 
lament and weep. His doleiullſpoule was allo 
quite diflolued into tears, [a the mean while 
his father, who wasno leſsatflited and deſo. 

lat, ſent his men round about iatocucry part 

tor to enquire atter his ſon , and to oucrtake 

him in bis flight. And ſome of them by certain 

marks and tokens conicQuring that be was 

gon towards Edeſla , tollowed him thither, 

andthere faw him, ſpoke with bim, and gaue 

hizs-an almes as to 2 poor beggat,, but knew 

him not , bis peagance, taitay and habit bad 

ſo changed and diſguited him : yet he: knew 

then); and took & 119gular content tobave 

brought himtelt var that degree of pournty 

and contempt of the world, as to flagdan 

-need ro ask an-almes of bis own tcruants:He 

paſſed oucr- keycntcen years in exten great 

want and perry from the tame that he had 

left-his tathers hous , without being known 

ot any man-liuing : thongh he' were well 

known , much loved, and highly favored of 
Almighty God. The radiant beams ot hisrare 

vertuc and fanttity of life began to gine a 

greater. luſter , and to ſhine bnghter 1n the 

eyes of men and to- raviſh.thetr harts with 

admiration 0; his-excetlent perte@ion, And 

the good opinion they -conceiued of him was 

much encr. aſed: by. a ceuelation mage to the 

Sacriſtanot the "Church in the porch wherc- 


—_ TT 


Image of our Bleſſed Lady that was there 
{poke to the Sacriſtan', and/told him #bar the 


por man that ordinarily 19fuded ir rhbas poreb, 
Was 


he went by land to Edeſla ;-in the Province.of 


Lord and Sauiour Iefus Chriſt; whichhimſelf 


484 


I7. 


diſguiſe departed from his fathers hous; and . VT 


VLY, 


vas a very great ſeru ant of God wonderfully de- | 


ar wnto bim, and that bis þ rayers had extraor- 
dinary great force and power With bis dinine 
eAMaieſty. This revelation being blazed about, 
it is incredible how Alexius was reſpeaed 
and reverenced by all , for 4 Saint. But the 
humble man that hada horror ofthe honor of 
this world, retired ſecretly from Edefla, for to 
make 2 pilgrimage to Tarſus in Cilicia,there 
to viſit 2 famous Church of the great Apoſtle 
Saint Paul. For which voyage he embarked 
and ſet to ſea,but by 4 providence of Almighty 
God there aroſca moſt furious tempeſt : and 
a contrary wind droue the veſſel vpon the coſt 
of Italy : fo that S. Alexius, when he thought 
leaſt of it, found himſeit at Oſtia, which is the 
haucn of Rome : here he took i reſolution by 
a particular inſpiration of AjJaughty God that 
guided and dureted him in his whol cours of 
life, to go on to Rome. And (not to be 4 
trouble, or burden to any body and withal 
for tolufter the more , and to gain 4 greater 
and harder vi&ory againlt the world and him» 
ſc]f) he intended to go-to his fathers hous, 
where he was confident that not a man could 
know him , being fo much changed by the 
lepgth of time he had bin abſent from home. 
Wherefore after he had viſited certain Chur- 
ches and places of deuotion in the city : and 
had well armed himfſclt with Gods grace, and 
the proteQion of the Saints againit all the af+ 
faults and tertations, which he was to cacou»- 
nter by living in his fathers houſe, he goes ho- 
mewards,and as he was going, he ineets hisag- 
cd father Eufemian in the itreet, attended vpon 
according to his quality with a great train of 
ſeruants and dependents and coming towards 
him, he ſpoke in this manner .F Jo moſt humbly 
beg of you , Sir, for the /oue of God to command 
that ſome litle corner be appointed me in your 
bogs for to thelter me: and that 1 may feed wpon 
the crumms that do fail from your table, 1 sbal 
be no burden wnto you , nor troubleſom to any of 
your family. vſe rhat charity towards me which 
You neuer refuſe ro any miſerable or contemptibie 
perſon in his want ana neceſſity, that has recours 
wnto you charity : ſo may Almighty God shev 
his fanor and mercy to all that haue relation 
wnto you , Whereſoeuer they b: :: and proſper all 
your aff airs and deſigns. Thele words touched 
Evfemianus to the quick , by calling vato his 
mind his dear and only ſon Alexius; whom 
he ſaw ſtanding there before his eyes , but - 
knew him not : he was preſently moued to 
pity , and commanded one. of his gentlemen; 
to take the poor man into the bous and to findſo- 
me chamber for him , andtotake care of him. He 
was lodged ina litle, narrow and dark cham- 
ber nere to the entry of the hous , where he 
remained other ſeuentcen years diſguiſed and 
yvnknown ; and endured from the ſeruants 
and other perſons that eatred or went forth 
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bei thee ypon me ? Was it not for to baue ht 


Jand deaths by continual dolors , and prota 


break the hardeſt rocks. 0 my da horas 


_—_— 


of the hous , an infinity of affronts and 
tumelies : ſor whereas he kept himſelf ay; 
retired, and went in a poor contem a 
habit : the pages , lackeys , and oder - 
people of the houſe (35 ordinarily inthe coy? 
and in great mens pallaces, they are Ot to 
mogeſt and c1uil towards ſuchas do conte 
and neple& themlelues ) took Saint > | 
tis ſanctity for the ſubie& of their lay beer 
and entertainment : and ſuppoſing hinfto}+ 
a fiple man and half a fool ,gauehimaa; 
J blow vpon the cheek ,, pulled him yt, 
beard, flung foul things vpon him, and av, 
{cd him in the worſt manner they could, Ang 
he ſuftered and put vp all with wonderly 
patience, reioycing and congratulating w; 
_— to be 7 a vated and miſuſedtf th 
inſolent crew in his fathers hous , & 
_— » for the love 
But this was not the greateſt conflid tha 
Alcxiusſuflaincd , nor the moſt violent tem. 
ptation that aſſaulted him. He had other con- 
flictations of an other nature : in whichno 
mariin the world cculd bave kept himſelffm 
and ſure vpon his fect, had his courage and 
conſtancy bin leſsthen his : or if he had not 
bin armed and ſtrengthned with as poyerki 
grace as he was.For his Motherfrom the yery 
day he left the houſe, neuer gaue over ſighing 
and lamenting tor him ;and his ſpouſe leing 
herſelf become a widow before ſhe was made 
2 wie, ſpent both iday and night ia weeping 
and with putiful clamars cryed to heauen,be- 
moaning her fad and woful caſe in the houl 
Where he had left her , whence ſhe never 
would depart. The doleful mother compli 
ncd in this manner : where art thou my Alexi 
#5 * Where art thou the dear child of my. bWveli? 
why did F defae thee ſo erneſtly before ths 
cameſt into the World? Yehy eas 1 Jo importiw 
vith Almighty God for to baue thee? and vy 
did he bear my prayers , grant my petition, and 


I 
lt 


the ſtaff of my old age, the honor of my bous nd 
heir of my goods; and not to be abandoned avdif 
all alone, jad, moarning, afflifled, dying 4th 


A moſt miſerable and languirhing old agt i 

long and almoſt endleſs martyrdom? ob my abi, 
I vas once in labor With thee, and broughttit 
forth With great throws and pong! (Which Witt 
notwithſtanding euen ſxeet and delightful ui 
to me, for the bopes I bad to haue thee one Uo 
the beir. of my houſe. But nov my pan! i 
Without com fort , my ſoroWvs without reme<," 
afflitions without end. Hawing loſt thee they 
of my hart , and ſole fundation of all my bopt' 
Theſe pitiful complaints of his mother v* 
always anſwered and ſeconded by the wailing 
and weeping of his ſpous, and the paſbon# 
expreſſions of her gricf , able to ſoften of 
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would ſhe ſay, v/y haſt thor thus forſaken me? 
if thou badſt #0 defire of my company , Why ai ft 


I as take me for thy corſort and companion? did} 


| \f thou therefore join me i0 thee, that thou mightſt 
mmediathy coſt me off ? but Wberein haue 1 of 
ſended thee ? what driſpleoſure haut T ener don 
thee ? wat haſt thou obſerued or ſten in me that 
might be diſtaſiful nto thee , and make thee to 
from me as from thy enemy? thou art amiable 
gudgracious 10 all perſons of the warld , an1only 
y me thow art bec-me hard anderuet. Where art 
thou my Alexius1?Wby doft thou not return back? 
why doſt thou nt bet me hear at leaſt ſame news 
of thee ? art thou yet aliue ,or art thou dean? 
at thou in Ftaly or in ſome far remote countrey? 
gas! my greateſt pain and affiiion is the incer- 
litud: 1 am in , for that I know not where thou 
at. nor boy thou: coſt. For 1 beare thee @ greater 
hue then F bear myſelf , aud am more ſolutitons 
thy health and welfare then of 3 on. For 
vithout thee, there is mo life for me ; and bauing 
ance loſt thee , there is nothing more that Þ can 
pretend unto in this World. Thou thinke# per- 
haps that for that I hame bin ſo long &4 Yidow by 
thy abſence; 1 haue forgot thee , or do loue thre 
leſs , or do not take 0#, and grieueJ0 much for thy 
ſs. No , no : do #10t think ſo, «Alexins, for the 
loge 1 bear thee depends neither of time nor of 
thy abſence : for neither the one nor the other 
bas bin able to abate the force and vihemency 
of it , nor to blot our of my mind the memory of 
thy vertue, My greif is nothing aſivaged by ſo 
hag 4 time: and the loue Which made thee maſter, 
and put thee into poſse{fion of my bart ,is nut 
one 10t drminiched ty ſo many years abſence. 
Theſe and the like words,that were accom- 
panied with tears, ſighs, and ſobs,were perpe- 
wally beating the ears of Alex1us ;and they 
may ſeem to have bin canons or warlick en- 
pus _ againſt him for to batter and wea- 
en his hart, which being made of fleſh,could 
not but feel and reſent extrem!y the pain and 
affiftion of his mother and of his ſpous. And 
that which did much encreas his trouble, was 
that he ſaw them often paſs by him , when 
they had occaſion to go forth, or to come in: 
tothe hous : and heard the (cruants frequen- 
th to diſcours of the defolation and moſt la- 
mentable ſadnes; in which theſe two Ladies 
paſſed their days in moaning and bewailing 
the abſence of their Alexizs, and their incer- 
litude of what was become of him.but o pow- 
e of God, o heauenly grace ! how doſt thou 
ſtrengthen and fortify a weak and tender bart, 
make it moſt gloriouſly to triumph ouer 
wolt puiſſant enemics ! alexius would have 
wgreat hazard of being vtterly ouerthcown, 


t God had not held him vp by the hand: yeaif | 


God himſelf had not brought him into that 
on , for to ſhow his power by ſecuring. 
preſeruing him in it; and bringing him off 


it without harm , yea with encrcas of | 


| 


JS 


| 


| 
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merit and plory.For men being weak by their 


own nature, muſt fly and auoid occafions of !——— 


falling, eſpecially ſuch as are maniteſtly dan- 


gcrous : where the molt reſolut and the moſt Iv EX 


confdent domoſt frequently fall : but when 
Almighty God does condudt ther, and bring 
them into the danger : they may ruſh ſecurely 
into the midſt of flamnes without burning, as 
the thice children eatred into the fornace of 
Babylon, as Daniel intothe lake oflions,and 
as lonas into the whales belly, Alexius diffi- 
ding his own trength , fled from Edeſla ; 
fearing to be tranſported with vanity by the 
praiſes and commendations of the people that 
admired him asa Saint : and from thence came 
to his fathers hous , where he was to ſuſtain 
2 more ſharp and dangerousconflict. But this 
he did by 3 ſpectul inſtind and inſpiration of 
the holy Ghoſt : and therefore being aſſiſted 
by his grace and fauor, he had no reaſon for 
to fear; but to rely vpon his protection ; by 
mcans wkercot he hath ſhown vs an admira« 
ble example, how much a hart of fleſh isable 
t5 do, when itisſtrengthned by diuine graces 
He hath giuen vs ,I lay , an incomparable e- 
xample in theſe ſo fierce and violent tentati- 
ons, which he broke thorough without hurt 
at all , by the reſolution and courage of his 
mind ;z eucn as 4 haid and firm rock , that is 
beateri by a ſtorm aud tempeit , breaks the 
waues that ruſh furiouſly vpon it. And for to 
obtain this mighty protection of God, the 
bleſſed man did continually ask and beg it of 
him, he confelied often, and communicated 
euery weck, His life was continual prayer; 
faſting and pennance, his apparel wat ragged 
and torn, his bed the hard ground. And by 
this rigor and aultetity , Ins body was beco 
me weak and teeble ; but in ſpirit he grew 

cuery day to be gore itrong and vigorous. 
Finally at the end of jrucnteen years, which 
he ſpent in this obſcure lite, heaping vp dayly 
inficit treaſures of merits, Almighty God wil- 
ling to giue him the reward 'of his labors, 
andto crown in him his own works; reveals 
ed ynto him the day ; on which hewasto des 
part from this milerable world. Then the 
blefſed man ſet down in writing in I peece of 
paper his Name together with the Names of 
his father, mother , and ſpous, and the parti- 
cular paſlages and eucnts of his life, Then 
folding vp the paper , he held it faſt in his 
hand , cxpe&ing that happy and moſt bleſſed 
hower, in which God would take his fovle to 
himſelf. Some days before , as the Pope was 
ſaying holy Maſs,which the Emperor and di- 
ucrsv thers were preſcnt at, there was heard 2 
voice from heauen , which ſaid: come wnto me 
ail yee that labour and are afflified, and 7 wil 
re/resþ you. At which voice all were aftoniſhe 
cd,and proſtrating themſelues on the ground,” 
they implored Gods mercy, By abd. by was 
k beard 


I 


Ivy, 
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I7. Altar, and ſaid : ſeek o#t the ſeruant of God, 


' Jon gaue me care of , is that ſeruant of God, that 
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heard an other voice, which came from the 


and be 5hall pray for Rome , and God Yiill bleſs 
it. «And take notire that he is to depart out of 
this world fryday next. This was ſpread thro- 
ugh out the who! city : and on that day there 
was an infinit confluence of people toS, Pe- 
ters Church , for to know who this fſeruant 

of God was. There were preſent the Pope,the 
Emperor, and Saint Alexius his father , Eute- 
wianus : and there was heard diſtinAly a voi- 
cc bidding them to ſeck for the ſeruant of God 
fx the hous of Eufemianus. «And hadyou then 
Eufemian ſais the Emperor vnto bim , ſo great 
4 treaſure in your bous, and bane kept it /ecret, 
and would let no body knoYe 2t? come bet ws go 
preſently , and find out the Saint : And as Eutc- 

mian was going before, for to giue order for 

the receiving of the Emperor;the Gentleman, 
to whoſe care he had recommended Alexius, 

ſais : Without all queſtion Sir,the foor man yhom 


is aiſcouered unto vs now from beauen. For be 
is a man , that frequents the holy Communion 
exery Week , prayes continually, taſts euery day, 
and has ſuffered With wonderfull patience and 
incredible conſtancy and humility iuwnumerable 
affronts and great inſolencies from the ſer- 
#4ants. Hereupon Eutcmian cntring into that 
daik and obſcure litle hole , found the Saint 
dead, and ſtretcht out at his length vpon the 
ground , and his face couered with bis poor 
cloake,which as he removed, there iflued from 
his facea great and clear light , which made 
him appear as beautiful as an Angel, He per- 
cciued that he was deceaſed, and would haue 
taken out of his hand the fcrole of paper, 
but he graſped it ſo hard, that there wasno 
pulling it from him withoutdanger of tearing 
it, Preſently comes in the Ecaperor , whom 
Eufemian acquaints with what he had fcen. 
The Saints Body was carried into a chamber 
richly furniſhed , and expoled vpon a very 
ſumptuous and ately couch. The Pope and 
Emperor centred the room ; and falling ypon 
their knees betore the holy Body, belought 
the Saint with all humility to let go the paper 
he held in his hand: which be immediatly did, 
making no reſiſtance, as they offered to take 
it. [t was giuen vato Ecius the Chancellor to 
be read 4 loud; and allthat were preſent ſtood 
moſt attentive to hear it. But when he came 
to read the names of his father , mother , and 
ſpous , ith whom the Saint laid be left & ring 
and 4 girdle before his departure : Eufemian 
being {truck through the very bart with fo- 
row , ſent torth 4 cry as high as heaucn ; and 

lacking trom his head his venerable white 

airs, flung himſe}{ withall his force vpon his 
ſons body, and ſaid : alar ! wois me | ſon of my 


ct 


bowels ,and my only treaſure , why haſt thou v- 
(c4/o much rigor with me, and With thy deſolat | 


and ifflied mother ? ſo many years by "oY > 


torriedin my hous, and F never lath thee 


oY that at length I am come to ku r ag Ing 


this kniYlege Younns my bart with teas 
pang s.W as it peffible that thoy sboulif /o =T 
nnaly hear vs miſt Fitifully to take on on4 le 
ment [01 thy alſence , 6nd that it ould not 
fſeftem and treak thy bart? that they teing the 
cau(e of all oun Weeping and mourning , iy 
mightſt hawe Yiped aYay all nr grief and tum; 
Ly onty declaring thyſelf , sboulnſi fur /o lens 4 
time perſuſt reſolut and obſtinat to ung] = 
vs Ybo thin Wert. The doleful mother be; 

informed of what bad paſled, and hearing Fi 
wotful cryes of ber husband, ruſhes Out other 
chamber,roaring for the extremity of anguiſh 
and priet , like lioneſs, and renting her g 

parel : ſhe breaks through the throng 2nd 
crowd of people, as a wowan beſides herfelf 


and filling the air with fad and heauy gro- 


ans , let me come and ſee him faith ſhe 
whom 7 brought forth With pain , and hu 
loſs Yith infinit ſorow. This day has wie. 
ly deftriyed and ruined all my hopes With which 
hitberto 1 haue ſuſiained my/elf lining in exe 
petiation to haue 4 firbt of him Whom mov1 ſe, 
but to t5e intolerable pain and offlifiion of w 
bart. The ſpous came in in like manner, hex 
body clad in moarning, and her ſoule ſteeped 
in ſorow, and caſting herſclf ypon thec 
of her dearly beloved, vttered ſuch pitiful 
complaints , and ſo feclingly, that the hardeſ 
harts were wounded with they. F haze fie 
all my days , laith she , in moarning, like th 
turtle that has loſt its mate lining (olitary ml 
feeding myſelf with ſobs and groan. And wy 
1 am become 4 Vidow , and baue nothing to te. 


fre, nothing to expetT in this Yeorld. o dear 4b 


x1#5 , thy dcath bas bereaued me: of life. «Atom, 
blow thou haſt cut of all my hopes, and killd ny 
bart. The Pope apd the Emperor thought it 
to interrupt theſe cryes and tears, and tode- 
fire the Parents and the ſpous for to retire for 
a while jrom the Body ,which they were hob 
ding and embracing , and to take time for to 
diſgeſttheir forow, which that preſent obielt 
did exceedingly heighten. 

They would haue carried the facred Body 
preſently to the Church : butthe concourst 
people was ſo exceſſive great, that it wasvet 
poſſible to take it aut of the hous. The Ear 
peror commanded gold and filuer in gu 
quantity to be thrown about , that whilſt tle 
people was buficd in gathering it vp , ther 
might be room made for the body to pals.Bit 
this holy ſight was far more pretiousthen # 
gold and filuer ; not 3 man did moue or fit 
himſelt from his place. All fixed their cy 
vpon this ſacred Body, afflifed and worn ol 
with long and ſharp pennance : this body, 
which had bin the manſion anddyelling pls 


ce of the holy Ghoſt, and the partner 
compa: 
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4 th, qnpanion of a moſt pure , conſtant , and | domake mention of him. 
asSoulc. Andallthat beheld it,receiued Hogs 


2nd ] orio 

all OY 5 attauors from our Lord. The deafe reco- DR EAR ABAN 
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las length it wascarricd to Saint Peters Church, 

Nat vhere it lay expoſed _— _— 

the -h time h1s Parentsand his ſpous never de- 

hy ee thence day nor oaks ad it was _- R.. IVES OF.SAINT 
arg wuricdio the Cburch of Saint Boniface where ymphor ofa , and her ſenen Sons , 

ed bisinterceſion Almighty God was pleaſed Martyrs. 

_ 0 work great miracles : who though he be 

ng z{mirable in all his works; yet diſcouers not 

te tbe treaſures of his infinit wiſdom, power,and  AINT Getulius Zoticus was Mats 
her nes ſo much in any thing , as in his tyred at Rome , in the Raign of 
uſb caints; whom he adorns with lanQity , enri- Adrian Emperor, together with the 
iP ches with graces and admirable prerogatiues, Saints Cerealis, 4mantias, and Pri- 
ud and honors with rare vifories and heroical | miitivus. He was married to i holy Matron 
lf, vertues:; and works by them wonderful things | called Symphoroſa,of whom he had ſeuen Sons: 
ind for his own glory , honor of the ſaid Saints, | whoſe names were Creſcent Julian, Nemeſius, 
c, and benefit oftbofe , who do know how to | Primitiues , Juſtin, Buſtatins, and Eugeniust 
_ profit by their examples, But though there be | who together with their vertuous Mother 
0h. ooumerable Saints, in cuery one of which,the | retired themſelues to Twoli,where yet to this 
ih richeſt treaſures of the diuine goodnes are | day is to be ſeen a dry ceſtern, where they are 
xe dearly manifeſted : yet I muſt confefs that | ſaid to haue hidden themſelues for ſome time, 
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cleanſed , and poſſefled perſons delivered, At 


gint Alexius bis life is particularly to be ad- 
mired: and the goodnes and liberality of God 
tiohly to be praiſed and adored for it: firſt , 
forthat entire and pure chaſtity wherewirh he 
did beautify Saint Alexivs his ſaule,and make 
him never to come nerc his ſpous. Secondly, 
forthat perfe&t obedience, by which for to 
comply with Gods will , he flighted all the 
pleaſures anddelights that his bicthar:d noble 
condition offered him ; and leaving tather, 
nother, kindred, frends; went into a foraign 
countrey, Then for bis pouerty of ſpirit, and 
Charity which he vicd towards thole that we + 
* in wane,diftributing amongſt them all that 
te had and living in great penury for corporal 
Ommodities, though he were wonderfully 
ne in ſpiritual gifts and graces. And finally 
br that incredible magnanimity , patience , 
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roſa was diſcouecred , and taken with het ſe 
ven Sons. The Emperor vied all his art and 
cloquence to perſwade this venerable Lady 
for to offer Sacrifice to the idols: but finding 
that all his perſwaſions and inducements, 
whether he ſpoke her fair , or threatned her, 
could not win her to his bentin Reftigion, he 
commanded ſhe ſhould be ſore buffeted vpon 
the face, and hung vp by the hair of the head, 
The couragious Mother hanging thus in the 
air, exhorted her Sons , and bid them 5þeÞ 
themſelues to be men of courage and refolutions 
and be achamed if she, that Was but 4 Weak Wo» 
man houldgo beyond them in valor aud conſtant 

enduring of torments and death for the loue of 
our Lord Ieſas Chriſt. That they should remem- 

ber their father , and bear in mind his generous 


in this perſecution. But at laſt Saint Sympho«- 


nd vnchangeable reſolution, wherwith he | courage. That they showld alſo take example by 
a awed him apaioſt ſuch bard encounters, ſuch | her &bo vas their mother , Yhom they beheld dy= | 
&ngerous aſſaults, to long , ſo comberſom | ing before their eyes for the glory of God. «And h 
" adAfidious a fight with the affe&1on of his | as for the torments they needed not jo much to | 
of hends, and inſolency of the ſeruants: and | apprehend them , for that they Were nothing [0 | 
ho made him to triumph ouer bimſelf,the world, | sbarp and intoleratle,as before one comes to ths | 
+ © "Call its vanities, by a ftsange and moſt | 8141 of them ,they do appear ; though the reward | 
at I frious kind of vitory.the ſame LordGod be | andglory, vbich is purchaſed by thera, ts infiaanly | 
te ternally bleſſed and glorified for what he has | greater then any tongue can expreſs , or imagi- | 
on I Youghtin his Saints, and for his Saints;and | zation conceive ,or vnder{randing comprebends 
nn | £ntvs grace to imitate the vertues of Saint | By this exhortation , full of ſpiritual life and 
il Aexivs, and by his merits and interceſſion to | heat, and much more by her example, did this | 
5s | veto partake of his glory, «Amen. Saint | pious mother infuſe valor into all her chile 
” Arxins dyed on the ſeucnteenth of Iuly , on | dren : which made the tyrant become raging | 
4 |} Yiich day the Church folemmizeth his teaſt. | mad and furious : and for to wreak bis malice | 
' 8 life is written by Mctaphraſtes, whence þ vpon her, he commanded that ſhe ſhould be | 
bs | Witaken thatwe have ſet down bere.Suri- | moſt cruclly beaten,cuen whilſt ſhe remained | 
4 || *Vitesof him in his fourth tome. The Ro» | yet banged vp by the hair, But at laſt being | 
+ | ®adother Martyrologes, greek and latin | put down,ſhe was calt witha huge _— = | | 
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Saint Symphoroſ and her ſeuen Sons, Martyrs, 


ynto her neck, into 4 tiuer; where ſhe rendred 
her happy Soule to God. But her body was 
taken vp, and buried by her brother Enugenzs, 
who was 4 principal man of Tivoli, Atter her 
death, by orders coming fromthe Emperor,the 
ſeven Brothers , her children , were faltned, 
each one vnto 4 feucral flake , and diverily 
killed. Creſcent by a lance that was thruſt 
through his throat ; Iulian by an other lance 
that pierced his breaſt ; Nemeſius was ſtruck 
in the hart, Primitivus in the belly, Iuſtin was 
cut into peeces , Euſtatius wounded all his 
body ouer , and then quartered. Infine they 
opened Eugenius his breaſt , and divided his 
body into two parts. Their ſacred Relicks 
were thrown into a deep pit. In the way Ti- 
burtina there is yet extant an ancient and 
famous memory of Saint Symphoroſa. Hers 
and her Sons Bodies weie after fome years 
tranſlated to Rome; and in ourtime , whilit 
Pope Pius the fourth gouernedthe Church; 
they were found inDiaconiaSant/t Angels info- 
r0 piſcario ina chapell called of the holy Angel in 


' the fich market and together with thema plate 


of lead with this latin inſcription. Hic requz» 
eſcunr Corpora SanHorum Martyrum , Sympbo- 
roſe, viri jui Zotici , (7 Filiorum eius, a Ste- 
Þbano Papd tranſlata. Here do reſt the Boches 
of the boly Martyrs, Saint Sympboreſa, ber bus- 
and Zoticas, and ber children bauing bin tranſ- 
lated by Pope Stej hen. The Churchkeeps their 
feaſt on the cightienth of Tuly, and their Mar- 
tyrdom was in the year of our Lord one hun« 
dred thirty eight, andnintienth of the Raign 
of Adrian Empcror, 
Epos rar gr 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT MARGARIT, 
' Virgin and Martyr. 


=_—_=<—_=z HE glorious Virgin and Mar- 
al PN OE Sent Matgarit ( whom the 
SI Giecks and tome Latin authors 


AY do call Marne) was boin in | 


WISER thetown ct Antioch of Pifidia; 
A1:d Was the only child of a famous idolatrous 
Prieſt, called F#deſinr, Her motker dying left 
her very yong and litle : and by 4 providence 
of Almighty God, ſhe was giuen to be bred 
vp to 4 good and vertuous woman, about 
fiteen mules oft from the city. Here ſhe ſuckt 
in the ſweet nnlk of Chriſtian taith,and many 
moſt holy and wholſcm documents : and as 
ſte grew in years, ſo cid ſte encreale in vertue, 
retirement, modeſty , and all fpirituall graces 
and ornaments of theSoule; the luſter whereof 


did marueJovsly ſhine in her innocent 
comely bedy. She was wuvch moued andexc; 


' 
' 


| 


4 


and 


ted to devotion, when ſhe heard any (if 
cours of the cruel torments , Chriſts Mar X 
were put voto, and the 1nuincible _—_ 
and conſtancy wherwith they tuffered a 
enduied them all. From theje thoughts which 


| ſbe often revolued in her mind, atole fi 


ſt:ong and letled reſolution 1ather to torgg 
her lile a thouſand times then the faith of ber 


Loid and Maſter. Then ſhe came to have an 


erneſt and ardent defire to imitate theſe ſtout 


and couragious champions , and by their c. 
xarpple to give a teflimony and remonRirance 
of hex loue and fidelity to leſus Chriſt , by ſul 


tering pain and torment for him. And ſhe win. 
ted not occaſions of paticnceand ſuftering: 
tor her father, being not only an idolater,but 
allo a loperititious Prieſt ot thoſe vai 2nd 
ſottiſh Gods , bad a great averſion from his 


daughter , and miſuſed her very much , ſeing 


her to reſolute and inmoveable 1n the wor- 
ſhip of the liuing God; ando contrary and 
oppoſit to his profeſſion and defigna.ents, 
It bappened one day that asthe holy Cur 
gin was inthe helds , there paſſed by 0hbriar, 
Goucrnor of the eaſt, Who having eyed ar 
conhdered her at his leiſure, was (irucken 
with admiration : and growing deeply ena 
mourcd vpon her , purpoſed to take her for 
his wite. But vnderſtanding afterwards that 
ſhe was 4 Chriſtian, and finding that he did 
but loole time and Jabor in going aboutto 
draw her oft from that Rcligion ( tor all the 
means he vicd, ſweet and rough , could wotk 
no change or alteration in her) he began to 
change his cours ; turning louc into hatred, 
and mildncs into fury : and would by mult 
plicity and greevouſnes of torments (ati 
and fatisfy the ſpleen and rage which hercot- 


ſtancy had moued him vnto. He made herto | 


be ſtretcht out vpon the ground : wherelts 
was beatcn in that cruel manner, that ſtreats 
ing rivers of blood did flow from het tende 
body, which was opened by wide wounds it 
leueral places : in 1o much that the peopl 
who were preſent at this woful ſpcfac 
ſhowd great ſigns of compaſſion and pil? 
though the Viigin herſelf remained ſo conf 
tant and to fixed in the loue ofher Spous, thi 
one would have thought ſhe had no feelith 
of the torments inflificd ypon ber. Wheree 
pon the barbarous and ve human tyrant co 
manded her fleſh to be torn with 
iron; and great nailsto be driven into herbv 
dy:3 cruelty ſo ſtrarge and fo ynoatural, Su 
euen he that had the hart to command |, 
wanted the courage to ſec it executed: fot 
was forced the whol time to couer his et 
Atter theſe ſharp combats ſhe was kd 
into priſon : where whilſt the Saint wasprſ 
ing with great teruor of ipiritynto —_— 
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Saint Margaric Virgin , and Marty. 


{to enable her , and give her perſeverance 


” mmothe end, the room was ſodainly ſhaken: 


igd there appears before her, ſathan ina moſt 


fl -hifvl and horrible ſhape of a Dragon, 


ſing and carrying death in his looks, and 
reſides that with his intolerable tench he was 
like to poilon her 3 he ruſtes furiouſly vpon 
ter for to deuour her. But ſhe with an aſſured 
ccocence oppoſing the ſign of the holy 
Croſs, faw the Dragon immediatly to burſt in 
the midle. And ona ſodain in that dark and 
naſty dungeon there ſhined a moſt clere and 
comfortable light : and a voice was heard that 


kad: Margarit ſerwant of God, retoice for that 


tos beſt owercom thy enemies, Thow haſt put 
the tyrant to shame, and ſathan to confuſion. 
Livje not courage nor patience in that Which 
remains for thee yet to ſuffer. For thou 5 alt 
preſently ſee an end of thy torments , andthe 
lginning of thy glory, Thele diuine «words 
-ave great eomfort and courage to the holy 
Lugin in {oulc, and health in body : for all 
ter wounds were cured ,and her pain wiped 
way : whereupon ſhe rendred thanks and 
ſogpraiſes to her bountiful Benetactor, tor 
having dealt ſo graciouſly with her, The day 
blowing the Gouernor called for her to 
pear again before him; and ſcing her whol 
and ſound , was extremly ſurprized and aſto- 
niſhed, And yet commanded ſhe ſhould be 
ſiript naked : and that her fides and brealts 
ſhould be burnt with fiery torches. The bleiied 
Saint whilſt ſhe was in this torment, addrefied 
herſelt by prayer to God, and by his tauor and 
iſiſtance was much refreſbed in the midit 
> ſcorching flames. This notwithſtanding , 
ie tyrant gaue not over his cruelty., but 
yould haue her tyed hand and foot , and caſt 
ito a great cauldron of water , there to be 
Gowned. Asthe officers were now ready to 

dow her into the veſſel , behold a terrible 

arh-quake, and 4moſt bright-ſtuning lighc 

tum heaven ; in the midit whereot there 

gpearsadoue, that flying down reltcd iticlt 
yon the Uirgins head,and immediatly all the 
wrdsand bands which tycd her weie looled 

ad fell off , and Saint Margarit comes out of 
tte water , having got no harm by it :and 

ten both the light and the doue diſappeared. 

This ſtrange miracle aſtoniſhed all that were 

lderepreſent , and very many were converted 

our holy Religion ypon it : bur it caſt the 

Mant into I greater fury and rage, For he 

put all theſe new Conuerts to death,and gaue 

kftence againſt S, Margarit to be beheaded. 
Whilſt the headſman was preparing for to 

ceute the ſentence , the glorious Saint fel] 

por her knees : and with a hart inflamed 

Wihthe loue of God , made vato him 2 mott 

&out prayer , which went accompanied 

vith abundance of tcars flowing trom her 

qes.In this prayer ſhe humbly betought bis 

', 1+TOM. So 


dinint «Maieſty , that fince he bad armeil het 
with farce and confancy for the enduring of {0 
many tor ments : and bad brought her now to the 
very pint of laying down ber life for the confeſ+ 
fun of bus faith : {or the Ybich benefit 1herens 
mea him infinit thanks : that be would be pleaſed 


cefſity or effiiflion , huwld call wpon bis boly 
Name , and beg bis belp and affiſtance ly ber 
interceſſion. Which prayer when ſhe had cnd- 
ed, there atole an other earthquake ; where« 
vpon all that were there preſent fell down 
vpon the ground, and among the reſt,the 
executioner himlelt, And immediatly our 
Loid and Sautour appeared amidſta multitu« 
de of Angels, and told Saint Margatit that 
he bad heard ber prayer . and Would grant alt 
that the bad r:qu:fiedof him. Then the Bleſſed 
Saint encouraged the cxecutioner , that lay 
trembling vpon the ground for fear,for todo 
his office. Which he did , and the glorious 
Saint was beheaded , and receaved from her 
Spous a double Crown , of Uirginity and 
Martyrdom. The holy Church celcbrats the 
feaſt of Saint Margarit onthe twentieth of 
luly; She was martyred about the year of our 
Lord three hundred , vnder Diocletian. Meta« 
phraſtes has writen her life. The Roman 
Maityrologe makes mention of her, and (6 
doth Uenciable Bede , and the Greeks in 
their Menologe. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Praxedes Virgin. 


Ts HE holy Uirgid Praxedes was 
3 aRoman ,davghter to Pudens4 
W $S-nator , and hiter of Nouatus, 
XN Timothee,and Pudentiana,who 
QZH were all of them Saints , and 
are honored as ſuch in the Church. The life 
of Saint Praxedes was a continual oecupation 
andexerciſe in prayer, taſting , watching and 
pennance. She {peut alwwolt all her means 
and reuenews; w herewith ſhe was molt richly 
{tored, 1n ſuccouring and relieving the poor 


and ncedy : and particularly in ſeruing and 


comforting thoſe thai iuftcied and were aff= 
lifted for the faith ot Iclus Chriſt , whereof 


there was an infinit multitade, For ſhe pros 


vided for their nece(hties,viſited and comfor- 
cd them in the priſons,dreſicd their wounds, 


healed their (ores, cxhorted them to paticnce 


jntheir pains, gathered vp their blood, buried 


| theix bodies,commended harley moſt expeſtly 


and 
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to extind his mercy to all thoſe , that in any ne- . 


—— 
3r. 
IVLY; 


. 
2 R_— 


———_ 


* a tidbenk s 


woo . Ro a> — 


* 
—_— 


49! 


21. their conqueſts and vifories,and delired ex- 


Ivy. 


and affeQuouſly totheir prayers, rcioyced for 


Martyrologes do make mention of her, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Mary Magdalen. 


—>z HE Bleſlcd and glorious Saint 
A No Maty Magdalen, mirror ofpen. 
| Gs Dance , diſciple of our Lord, 
Y dcuout adorer of the feet of 
SDA 2= lelus , and the Apoſtle of his 
Apoſtles , was fiſter of Lazarus and Martha, 
who were- noble and welthy Perſonapes, of 
great worth and authority, Saint Antonin, 
Archbiſhop of Florence ſais that theic fathers 
name was S$ir#s, and their mothers E xcharia: 
who at their death diuided their means bet- 
ween their children: and that Lazarus inhe- 
rited large poſſeſſions and great lord(hips , 


Martha had the litle town of Bethania ; and ) 


Mary the caſtle of Magdalon, in the Province 
of Galilee, whence ſhe took hername. But we 
will omit what to this purpolc is rclated by 


Saint Praxedes Virgin: 


ceedingly to imitate their ſufferings and death 
for our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, that ſhe might par- 
take with them in their rewards andcrowns. 
She barbored the Saints in her hous , enterta1- 
ned and cheriſhed them with all loue and 
kindneſs. And they vſcd tomect andaiſemble 
together in ber hous , as ina moſt ſecure har- 
bor and place of refuge , for to pray together, 
to hear Maſs, and recciue the moſt pretious 
Body of our Lord. But as the perſecution of 
Marcus Aurelius Emperor cndured 4 Jong 
while , and an infinit quantity of Chriſtian 
Blood was dayly fpilt : the Uirgins tender 
hart was wonderfully wounded with compal- | 
fion : wherupon ſhe prayed to our Lord , that 
if it were according ts his holy vill and pleaſure, 
he wouldwouchſafe to deliuer and take ker aVa) 
from the miſeries of the preſent life : and bring 
her to & place where 5he might for euer eniy his 
boly preſence: and Where the tears Would be dryed 
wp and Yasbed avay, which the cruel and barba- 
rous murdering of ſuch an infinity of bis ſer- 
#ants Was continually drawing ow ber eyes. 
Our merciful Lord heard her deuout prayer, 
and took her out ofthis world on the oneand 
twentith of Tuly , in the year one hundred 
ſixty four , in the Raign of Marcus Aurelius 
and Lucius Uerus.Her Body was buricd with 
her father and thoſe of her family, by a Prieſt, 
whoſename was Paſtor, who writher life, All 


Saint Antonin and others; and will 
Saint Mary Magdalens lite chiefly out & th 
holy Goſpel For the ſame hiſtorians thaths, 
ing guided and direftcd by a heavenly |i 
writthe lite of ourSaviour leſus Chriſt, have 


Bleſicd Magdalen, Amongſt whom S. Like 
vadertaking to deſcribe her tears and 

nance, ſais that before ſhe wasconuerted and 
came to caſt herſclf at our Lords feet, ſhe was 
4 ſinner: that is either alewd anddeboiſt wo. 


opinion, who do ground theiraſſertion yyon 
the words of the Goſpel taken as they ſound) 
or elſe one that by herfrec carriage and con- 
uerſation, and by hanting the company of 
young and wild gallants loſt her credit, and 
wasciteemed and called a inner, Which is the 
Interpretation of ſome , who fay that Map. 
dalen.bcing rich, noble, young, beautiful and 
of apleaſant and winning humor, and let ty 
her own diſpoſal by che death of her parens, 
began to make bad vſe of the good parts and 
great fortuncs which God had lent her ,and 
to delight in fondand vain company in the 
beginning indced to paſs the time oucr me; 
rily , but afterwards cuen with a ſenſual and 
dangerous affefion. For vices enter not all 
at once into the ſoule , but by degrees, one 
drawing on an otheralmoſt imperceptibl, 
vntil at length they do maſter the ſoule , and 
gain an abſolut dominion ouct it. The bade- 
xawple of Magdalen was fo publick, that he 
Was 2 ſcandal to all the city , and gaue oca 
hon to the people commonly to call her 4 
ſinner : for that being nobly born, by her look 
and wanton bchauiour and deportment,, and 
by the liberty of herentertainments and conv- 
crſations ſhe became agreat ſnare ofthediue, 
who by her mcans got a great booty ofſoules 
For certain it is that perſons of that quality 
when they caſt off the vail of ſhamfaſtnesand 
embolden thetnſelues to be merry and free in 
any company , delight themſelues with bad- 
ling, dancing and playing with yoog gallants 
and looſe libertins, are far more hurtful and 
pernicious in acity or common wealth, the 
thoſe who being oppreſt with want make lai 
of their honeſty : though for to getſome pres 
ſent ſuſtenance tor their body, poor creatuted 
they do hazard both ſoule and body. Sant 
Mark and Saint Luke write that owr Lord 
ſeuen diuels out of Mary Magdalen , but ly 
not ſay any thing of the time when he 
them out: and ſome holy Fathers vndc 
by theſe ſeen dinvels all manner of fins tion 
which our Saviour freed her , delivering bit 
alſo from the moſt cruel and importune dr 
uels , who did not ccaſe dayly to aff 
torment her captife ſoulc. Now for to 
her and ſet her atliberty , the firſt thing out 


Loxd did , was 59 prevent hex by his infinit 
Were), 


alſo penned the moſt remarkable ations of 


man (as divers holy and graue doQtors are of 
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Saine Mary Magdalen, 492 


qercy ; and enlighten her with the rays of his ſhe applycs alſoher lips , faſtning them to his 
teavenly light. to the end that beholding the | holy feet by many 2 reuerent kis, breathing !—— 
FT » fylnes and deformity of her ſoule , and how | flames of divine louc; and powres vpon them , 23- 


[. frſhe bad gon aſtray from the path of vertue, | moſt pretious and ſweet refreſting oyle for Ivir, 


TH 


and bow deeply ſhe had any 2 herſelt in 
the mity durt of all yncleanes : ſhe might con- 
etige a deſire to get out of that filthy puddle; 
denſe her ſoule of all impurity and abomi- 

100 5 and leauing the rough and crapgy 

hs ofaſcnſual life , enter into the ſmooth, 

m andpleafant way of vertuc. This beam 
of light was ſopowettul,cflicacious, and pce- 
neared ſo cfieAually the hart of this poor 
{ger that diſperſing thoſe thick and foggy 
ifs that invironed her on all des , it cleared 
ter eyesfor to ſee and diſcover the miſerable 
tte anddeep fink of vices wherin ſhe ſtuck, 
yithſo great contuſion, ſueh a diſlike and de. 
tefation of the condition ſhe was in , that ſhe 
kit eqen 2 great horror of herſelf : yet this 
ns iojncd witha ſtrong and firm confidence 
find 2 temedy in our Saviour , and a oue- 
jig cure of all her loathſom ſores: nor did 
he doubt but by preſenting herſelf before 
tin, be would raiſc her from the deadly ſtate 


to aroint them,fothat whatſoeucr heretofore 
had bin an inſtrument of fin vato Magdalen 
for the ruin of her ſoule ; ſhe turns now into 
4 dutiful homage to her Maſter, for the reme« 
dy of her ſoule, and the deſttuRion of vice, 
Her eyes that formerly were full ofpride, dif 
houlation and deccit,wherofeuery look wag 
4 charm and an incentive to luſt, are become 
ſources of tears for to quench her paſſion,and 
waſh away the ſtainsof her (oule : of her hair 
ſhe makes a towel to wipe away the filth of 
her mind: with her mouth atid lips killing 
our Lords tcce ſhe makes a proteſtation neuer 
to offend him more, and deſerues to receiue 
trom him the holy kiſs of peace and reconcili- 
ation. Her coſtly ointmcnts which ſerued for 
oyleto cnkindle the flames of hell, and encre- 
ale the peſtilent heat of ſcaſual loue; being 
now powred ypon our Sauiours feet; are ma- 
dea ſweet and comfortable balm for the hee 
aling ot ber wounded foule,and the fragrancy 


if foto the life of his boly grace. Wherfore | of ittakes away the ſtench of her lewd deports 
| |} bing wounded at the very hart by the ſear» | ments. The diuine huntſman ſhot this looſe 
| | cling arrow of lowe , ſhot by his hand who and laſciuious hind that roaued and wandred 
- | carcintotheworld to ſeek after finners, to | inthe wide forreſt of iniquity and ſhe woun« 
| dawchemvnto him, and redreſs their miſe- | ded in foule, and dying for thirſt ran to the 
{ | rhe went vato himin that manner which | tountain of chryſtal waters, ſeeking her re- 
- | KintLuke tells vs. Who ſais that 2 Phariſee, medy from the band that ſtruck her, as being 
« | vhſe name vas Simon , bad innited our Lord | only able to heal the wound , afſwage her 
. hiiner; who accepted of the inuitation, for that | thitſt, and allay that raging heat. She caine, 
1} | kf he was to haue 4 fair occaſion of gain- | and Chriſt receiuedher moſt louingly, for he 
: {| igfoules. For here he was to prepare a better | himſelf drew her, who had wounded her that 
{| & koket both for his hoſt and the gueſts: and | he might come vato him. And at the very 
-» | ftbefbre thera the delicious food of his hea- | timethat ſhe was weeping, waſhing , wiping 
|, | wilydodrin:and by the example of this pe- | and anointing his teer , be was working ire 
2 tutent linner excite and moue their harts to her foule interiouily ,with far Zrcater charity 
7 | frndance : and to giue them to vnderſtand and moreto her beactit,the good ſeruices ſhe 
d © fiithe vas truly God , and had full powwerts | Was ſo buly in imploying heifelf in c xteriours 
0 If ſmive ſens. The poor woman then Knowing ly about his body. For he preſented his owtr 
» fat our Sauiour was at diner with the Phatri- -blood to his Eterna!Father tur this poor ſinns» 
ts |} &, preſently ,not expeRing any fitter time, | <r,wherwith to waſh her tect,to wit her affe- 
x I place, or other more conuenient opportunity E&ions, moſt foul and durty with watidring out 
n | (fr{6row of her fins and loue of God car- | of the way: he clothed her with the com| 
ul tledber on, and even almoſt put her out of and rich attite of yertu A he 2auec her the Ki 

v I leffſelf) took a box of ſweet oyles in her | of | ns cmbalmed her with the fragrant 
(s ,andentred the Phariſee his hous. But | ar refreſhing oile of his grace, Wherein is 
ot I & fame and confuſion ſhe had of her fins | ſeen the infinit goodnes and mercy of out 
if lot piving her the boldnges to appear before Loidin preuenting fo ſweetly a {inner : and 
0 JF Lords divine face, ſhe came ſecretly behind | the admirable force and efficacy of his grace, 
ak }f limand fell down at his feet. And here giving which doth fo ſtrangely change euen the moſd 
i ull cope to her tears, and making two living | bard and rebelhous harts: as he didthe hart 
x0 logs of her eycs , ſhe wept io abundantly of this woman whom he 'was pleaſed to call 
et I Wt there was water enough to walh and | voto him ſo powerfully, that ſhe never conſi- 
d> Þ} baltt the ſacred feet of our Redeemer, Then | dered that for todo pennanceand lament her 
od Wnga ſunder the rich drefling of her head, finsat our Sduiours feet , this was ncicherd fie 
ree vith looſe hair ſhe wiped them, drying vp | time, it being noon day : NOr A Conuenient 
ut lihher locks the plentiful ſtreams that flow= | place, where there was ſeaſting : nor company 
nit her eyes; and aot content with this, | proper for ſuch 4 v ork by rcaſon ofthe pou 
v1 an 
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and arrogancy of the Phariſee and many of 
bis gueſts. She refleed I ſay, vpon nothing 
of all this. For ber ſorow for baving cffended 
God, was ſo great, and the confuſion ſhe 
tufferd by it, ſo intolerable ; that ſFe cculd put 
expc& an bower longer: much leſs watch an 
opportunity to mect outLord when he ſhould 
be alone , and then at leiſure to open vnto 
hiw the diſtreſs ſhe was in, But immediatly 
with all ſpccd (he haſted to the place where 
he was ; having nothing els before ber cyes 
but the ſad ſtate ſhe was in at preſent, and the 
remedy ſhe expetted from him. 
lt is very remarkable, as Saint Chryſoſtom 
noteth, that Magdalen was the fir{t that came 
to our Saviour to obtain pardon of her fins, 
and the health of her ſcule : at leaſt we read 
nct of any that came vnto him vpon this ac- 
count before her. For ſhe came not vnto him, 
as the Chananeao did to defire him to tree her 
daughter from the diuel that poſſeſſed and mo- 
Icſted her body : cor as the Centurion to have 
his ſcxuant cured of the palley : nor as Jayrus 
Prince of the Synagog to have his daughter 
raiſedto life: nor as an infinity of others that 
Came from all parts to be cured of ſeveral di- 
ſcaſesof the Body. She came not for any tem- 
poral intereſt or commodity : but ſhe came to 
bewail her fins, to haue her foule cured,to be 
admitted into the grace and fauor of thatSoue» 
rain Lord, whom ſhe had molt greeuouſly of- 
fended:teſtity.ng by her many tears and heavy 
fighsand throbs the true and vnſcigned forow 
that wounded her hart; and the afſured hope 
ſhe had to obtain her requeſt, For ſhe belie- 
ped>that thut merciful Lord , who would be 
called Jeſus , and Santour of finners , would 
nonny pa: don her oft:nces ,and receive 
er jnto his favor and love. And by this de. 
uout confeſſion, made not by words but by 
manifcſ yy orks, [te honored Chriſt highly in 
the preſence of the Phatiices , lus enemies: 
who being full of hypocriſy , and ſwellin 
with pride,intheir mind icorned and deſpriſed 
this woman , whom they had known to baue 
bina publick foner:and vadervalewed in like 
manner our 5auiour ; judging bim to be no 
Prophet, ſeing he wouid permit this woman 
to touch hum : but they Cid litle know that be- 
caulc he was holy and a Prophet and the ma- 
ſter and liiuminator- ct all the Prophets; he 
permitted himiclf tobe toucht by her, for to 
make herot a finner! ecome a Saint ; of a loſt 
womana glo:tous creature, andof a ſlave of 
the diu:] Gods beloucd daughter. Which he 
=_ vs ſafhciently to vaderitand , when ta» 
ing h:x defence in hind againſt the proud 
Phariſce, that had invited him and laying be- 
fore bim his ingratitude, for that being mc re 
obliged for greater fauors and more graces, 
he had retuined leſſer thanks : he gaue to 


Magdalcn a plenary indulgence or jubilee and | 


Saint Mary Magdalen. 


remiſſion of all her fins , and ſent her hogs 


repleniſhed with peace and ioy, as Saint 

the Euan geliſt relates. And thi is bars - 
ſage we read inthe Goſpel of this holy ſine; 
that by the exawple ot her bitter tears, and 


rigorous peDDance, We Way be moucd too. * 


der our life and aRions : and beholding what 
ſhe did to waſh away the fains of her ok 
converſation, may learn kow to bebave our 
ſelues in making ſatisfation for the like des 
meanors, The blefied Magdalen wasno way 
vograteſul for ſo great and ſignal 4 benef+ 
wherby her {ns being blottedout ofher ſoy. 
le, and the cw mory of Ged ; ſhe was at teſ 
and her mind ſettled in a moſt peaceful tran. 
quility, But to comply in ſome ſort with this 
mercy and boundleſs charity, ſhe refolued to 
employ not only what ſhe had, but alſo her 
own perſon in the ſeryice of our Saviour, 
and if it were poſſible , not to abſent herſelf 
tor one ſingle moment from thoſe bleſſedeyes 
that hadſo ſweetly and graciouſly looked y. 
pon ,and by their dwine and ſcuerain light 
had quickned and reviued her dead andfinkl 
loule. Whertore as our Lord went preaching 
10M place to place, ſhe in company of other 
devout women perpetually followed him 
maintaining with her mcens both him and 
his diſciples: and abandonning all the delice 
ces and easful accommodations of her hows 
travelled yp and down with much pain and 
labor,thinking herſelf happy that ſliecoulddo 
ſome ſeruice to our Saviour , and thole poor 
fiſhermen , his followers : who though 
appeared vile and deſpicable to the world,yct 
ſte held them for moit glorious and forturat, 


| for being diſciples of her ſwect Lord and 
: Maſter : and for approching fo nigh to tha 


divine and holy tountain of living water, 
whcrat her deſire was to be continually drins 
king. this ioflamed thirſt of heating his wot, 
and the moſt cordial and regerent affection 
ſhe had for bis ſacred Perſon , made her to 
entertain him in her hous of Bethania and 
treat him, with her ſiſter Martha : andasMat- 
tha was wholy taken vp with care and folice 
tude to prepare what was neceſſary for diner 
Mary ſat down at hus feet , feeding het ſoul 
With the words of lite that came from his 
bleſſed Mouth, For ſhe was ſo wounded vith 
his Jouc, ſo abſorpt in God ; that forgetling 
herſelf and all things of the world, ſheremas 
ned wholy faſtned to thoſe ſacred feet, whid 
ſhe had watered before with her tears. Matt 
being in the heat of buſines , and ſeing ſt 
ſiſter ſit ſtill , and not come to help her; com 
plained to our Sautour that be let bn t 
all the pains, and entertained herſelf at lejus 
in hearing bis diſcoxrs. But that dear Lotd, 
who bad taken Marys part againſt the Platte 
{:e, defended her alſo againſt the complains 


of her ſiſter , and anſwering for wy” hy 
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Saint Mary 


'olurtba Mat tha,thou art ſolicitons and trous 
Mel haut 1475 Fhings, though there be bat one 
thing that is import ant and” abſolutly neceſiary. 
May, thy foſter , hath choſen the better and more 
ifitabl part : Which 5haſt eternally remain 
ith ber , 0704 can newer be taken from her : as 
Che had ſaid : 90ur: occupation is good, but Ma 
ris better: many things do trouble and hinder 
thee, the bas but one thing to attend wnto 
which keeps her retired and recolletled Yithin 
baſelf without diſtrafion or diſturbance. Thou 
wfieſt to feed my Body, sbe-is feeding ber ovn 
ſoules That which thou buſieſt thyſelf about muſt 
haye at» end, but the extertainment of Mary ball 
wger end. That Which the ts doing is moſt prof- 
table and neceſ] ary and all other things fat 3bort 
if it, and: muſt eld wnto it the preeminency. 
Withthis Mary remained ſecure , Martha was 
inſry&ed, and we are all of ys taught the 
liffetence thete is between the actiue and the 
rontemplatiue life : between that, wherby we 
ſerue Chriſt in hismembers, and by exteriour 
and corporal functions ; and that , wherby 
ye enioy bim in ourſelues, and entertain our- 
felues with him in prayer and contemplation. 
Welearn , I fay, by theſe words of Chriſt that 
1man istomake more account of his (pititual 
profit and ſalvation of his Soule; then of all 
the things of'the world * as alſo that we are 
not to ark thoſe to be idle and vnprofita- 
ble perſons, who-are employed day and night 
inpraiſeand contemplation of the diuine Mar 
kſty,aqmanyReligious and ſome other deyout 
boules are: imitating herein Saint Mary Mag- 
dalen, whoſe loue and afteQtion for our Lord 
was ſo burnung and ychement, that her ſoule 
lived more by it , then her body did by the 
foule, And the ſame Lord, author ot our 
loue , who prevents vs always with his , as he 


did infuſe into her that loue wherwith ſhe | 


loved him., ſo did he loue her with 4 loue by 
lyhaie degrees more ſublime and perte&, not 
oply as his cteature, but alſo as his deareſt 
fſpous ; and for her ſake he loucd alfo her bro» 
ther Lazarus. Wherfore when Lazarus was 
kek, the two fiſters ſent this Meſlage to our 
Lord: Lord, whom thou loweſt is ſick. Few words 
indeed, but fufficient , nor was it neceſſary 
b add more : they would not defire him to 
me and cute him, or to command , from 
the place where he was, the diſeas, to leaue 
: for they were ſure of our Lords loue to- 
vards them , and conſequently for their 
kke that he loued alſo their brother La- 
anus, and that for togiuethem 4 remedy , it 
Va ufficient for himto know their neceſſity: 
Sitfell out. For two days after he bad recei- 
ed the news; he came to Bethania,and Mar- 
tha bearing that he was come went forth to 
Keive him, Mary was ſecretly told by her 
fiter that Jeſur vas come , and aiked for her. 
Vherupon ſhe inmediatly coſe vp , leauing 
Tom, 2, 


Magdalen. 


there diuers-perſons of honor and great qua» 
lity,that were come from Hieruſalem tocoms 
fort her. vpon the death of her brother, And 


| as ſoon as cuer ſhe perceiucd our Lord, ſhe 


calt herſelf at his feet before all the company, 
and ſhed abundance of tears, which louc and 
oriet drew from her hart by the conduits of 
her eyes. which our ſweet Redeemer behols 
ding, would be ſo tar wounded with commis- 
{eration that he ioyned his tears with thoſe 
of Mary Magdalen : atid conſforted his groans 
withthe common forow ot the afflited (iſt= 
ers. Wherfure all that were there perſent ſces 
inga flood: of tears to ſtream from. our Lords 
cycs, vaderſtood the greatacsof his loue and 
affection. for that yertuous couple, for whoſe 
ſake he raiſed to life their brother Lazarus 
that had bin tower days dead; and was now 
rotten in hisgraues | 

What more euident proofe ; what itors 


| perfe& remonſtrance could: our Lord lefug 


giue of his loue to Maty Magdalen, then to 
accompany her tears with his own, to weep 
becauſe he ſaw her weep, and for het prays 
ers t9 reſtore to life her brother , that 

bin fower days dead and butied'? o bappy 
tears | 0 pretious ſhowers, that watering the 
ſoule of Magdalen, made it to floriſh and as 
bound with all vertues ; that raiſed the dead; 
quickning by their vital vertue cold-aſhesz 
that repleniſhed the whol Church with admis 
ration and edification ! This ſo famous amiras 
cle wrought before the eyes of a world of 
pcople drew very many to the knowlege and 
faithof Chriſt our Sauiour. And to take away 
all doubt and; queſtion of the truth and cers 
tainty ofthe miracle; and to giue a molt clear 
and convincing teſtimony that Lazarus was 
not fantaſtically andapparently, but truly and 
really riſen to life ; he bimſelt was preſent at 
2 feaſt, vato which our Lord was invited in 
Bethania , he fat down at board , eat and 
drunk like the reſt of the company. This was 
fix days before the Palchbal folcmnity im 
which our dear Redemer was to dy : and 
whilR he was at ſupper, Martha ſeruing hing 
at table ; Mary took 4 pound of pretious oint= 
ment, made of ſpicknard, moſt fragrant and 
ſweet , as being of the fineſt fort; and with 
great reuerence and deuotion began toafoint 
our Sauiours feet ; and wipe them with ber 
hair : and to the end that c uery drop of theſe 
pretious ſpices and ointment ſhe had prepar« 
ed; might be employed in his ſetuice ; (he 
broke the box , atnd powredall that fragrant 
and odoriferous liquor vpon his head : for 
ſhe thought that whatſoeuer ſhe could do for 


494 
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Ivzyy 


her good Lord and Maſter , wastoo litle:and - 


that whatſocuer is _— and pretious ia the 
world ought to be payed as atribut ofour ſer- 
uiceable minds vato him that is the Creator 


| and conſeruer of the vaiucrs. The tragrant 


Yor 


4+) 


Ivzy table with the reſt of the Apoſtles , began to 


favor of that ointment perſumed the whol 
room : wherupon Iudas, who was fitting at 


murmur at what the holy woman bad don, 
ſaying it was 4 great Yaſtſulnes and lauthing 
to poyre ont all that pretious and coſtly ointment, 
that it bad bin much better to baue joldit , and 
giuen the price of it among the poor. Which lucas 
ipoke not (as the Evangeliſt obſerves ) for 
any carc he took of the poor , but tor to co- 
ver with that ſpeciouscloke of pity and cha- | 
tity , bis own vnſatiable defire and greedines 
of wony , which made him to defraud the | 
poor of 4 good part of the almes that belon- 
ged vnto them , for he kept the common | 
urs. But our Lord ſoon opt his mouth; and 
as before he had ſilenced and confounded the 
Phariſce , that contemned Magdalen as 4 fin- 
ner: and as he had defended her alſo , when 
her ſiſter Martha ſeemed to taxc her for being 
idle , and not too forward in the exerciſe ot 
<barity and hoſpitality: ſo did he now excule 
her from what the fals and feigned compaſh- 
on and true avarice of Iudas charged her 
with : and moreouer commended and praiſed 
her , forbiddirig any to hinder ber, for that sbe 
Was doing 4 good Work towards bis Perſon : for 
that they Were newer to Want poor people , on 
Whom they might exerciſe their charity as often 
as thry pleaſed ; but they Were not al ays to ha- 
we bim in perſon With them : that What Mary 
e Magdalen bad don,was to pay bim the laſt duty 
of anointing his body before bis bariall ; antici- 
pating the time of his death , Which vas nere at 
hand, for that after his death the would not 
find the commodity to do it. Infine that tn Wbat 
place ſoewer through the vaſt extent of the wide 
World the goſpel showld be preached; there alſo 
Mary <Magaalens dewotion , feruent teal, and 
burning charity , that moued her to this York, 
sbould be publikly preached and commended. For 
this charity it was that made our Bleſſed Sa- 
uiour to approue and take ſo kindly this good 
ſervice of hers; to defend her , and take her 
part againſt thoſe that murmured ather; and 
toreward her forit with eternal renown and 
glory through out the world : her charity , I 
lay , was Cauſe of all this , for otherwiſe our 
Lord carcd not wuchto have bis feet and head 


Saint Mary Magdalen, 


which he was to ſhed more Alreamgofy 
then ſte had ever let fall drops of fears,When 
Chriſt was taken*deown from the Croſ he 


embraced his ſacred Body, moſt wotully gif ly 


hguied ; torn with ſtripes , and ; 
blocd ; and kificd with amoſt — 
and deepreſentwent the wounds of his fd, 
bands, feet, and head : and beholding hiseyes 
cloled, his face covered with blood and lweat 
mipgled with duſt and fſpitle , his mouth tull 
ot gall, and buterneſs , his breaſt open and 
all bloody : ſhe wasfo oppreſt with grief and 
dolor , that her bait languiſhing , and hep 
torces failing , ſhe tell down haltdead. By 
loon after , ſhe recovered herſelf; the ardoy 
of loue quickning in her thoſe ſpirits which 
the exceſs of anguiſh had ſtifled: and apphirg 
a new all her thoughts and ſenſes tothatpyy. 
tul obic& that was before her , ſhe even tied 
ior that ſhe could not dy. And witha ſtrong 
imagination of Joue , infinuated herfel{ into 
the open ſide , and thence paſled tothe hart 
ot hex ſweet Maſter , there to dy with hin, 
lince that to live without him was too cue 
a death, Aiter the funeral obſequics of our 
Lord, the ſane charity made ber prepareher 
ſpices ,and prouide her ointments in prea 
quantity, toewba]m him in the ſepulcher;and 
pay him there the tribut of that duty , which 
ſbe could not diſchaige before, Forneitherhis 
——_—_ death vpon 2 Croſs, nor the 
obicure darknes of the night, nor the diſtance 
of the ſepulcher, nor the gard of ſoldiers,nor 
the rage of the Prieſts, Scribes, and Phariſees, 
nor all the dangers that could be ſet before 
her , were capable to moue herto fear ,or to 
divert her from her pious deſign. Shecame 
vnto the ſepulcher in company of ſome holy 
and deuout women , and not finding there 
our Lords Body, ſhe went in all haſt to giue 
notice to the Apoſtles that the Body wasgon: 
and although Saint Peter and Saint lohn,that 
werethe moſt forward in louing, andthe belt 
beloued of their maſter, returned with herto 
the tomb , and to make trial of her report, 
entred into it : and finding their Lord to bc 
miſſing, were as quick to depart as they 
bin ſpeedy in coming ; fear permitting them 
not to make any longer ſtay ; which wr i 


anointed , which he intended ſoon after to ) as muchalſo vpon thoſe good women forthe) 


haue pcarced and boared with thorns and 
nails. 

The ſame charity lead this holy woman to } 
mount Caluaty , and fixed her at the foot of 
our Saviours Croſs there to contemplate him 
naked, tormented , abuſed , hanging between 
two theeuecs: that ſeing God to tuffer ſomuch 
for her fins, ſhe might powre forth tears in 

reater abundance then ſhe had don formerly | 
ho ber ſins. For when ſhe firſt bathed his feet 
with her tears, ſhe litle thought how dear her 


figs yere to coſt him ; for the cleanſing of | 


ſoon went theyr ways: yet Saint Mary Mag- 
dalen could never be brought to forſake the 
place , where her only treaſure, her ſole [our 
the height of her hopes, her hart,andthe to 
tal ſum of her happines and felicity ; bad bi 
lodged , ſhe entred the monument, and th 

came out ,reentred it and came forth aga% 
and having oftendon ſo , was yct neither 
ary nor fatisfyed , the impatience of her lou 
and forow not allowing any reſt to herthow 
ghts, or permitting her to giue ouc! ſearche 


ing cuenthe oftneſt ſearched places, _ 
V 
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2” fund. Two Angels (poke to her , and asked 
Ink.- her why sbe Vept , Ybom 5he ſought : but nci- 
' ther the fight of Angels, nor their diſcours 
could afford any atisfation to her mind, be+ 
cauſe ſhe was ſeeking, but could not find, the 
Lordand Maſter of Angels, whoalone could 
xc her content and comfort:andthertore ſhe 
v2 reſolued to continue her lamenting and 
herſeeking : and as ſhe never ſtiated her tears, 
ſogaue (be not over ſearching , vncill by this 
conſtant and ccaſleſs perſeucrance; ſhe deſer- 
ned to be the firſt (according to the Euange- 
lical hiſtory ) vato whom Chriſt our Lord af- 
ter bis glorious ReſurreRion did appear and 
ſhow bimſelf ; though in the ſhape and figure 
of agardiner; and ſhe taking him to be ſo, 
znd not knowing her dear Maſter,ſaid vnto 
| bio : Lord if thoxe baſk carryed him bence , tell 
| me where thou haſt laid bim, and F will take 
him away. She fais bim, and does notname 
; whom ſhe ſought tor : her mind and memory 
being ſo bent vpon lefus Chriſt, and all her 
rughtsſo wholy taken vp w ith his loue that 
ſhe perſwaded herſelf that Le was the owner 
of every mansthoughts as well as other own. 
Aslitle did ſhe conſider her ſexe and conditi« 
on, that {he was but 4 woman, and had not 
force and ſtrength enough for to carry our 
' Lords Body : for loue is blind, full of boldnes, 
and aduenturous , and ſupplics by vigor of 
ſpirit what is wanting of corporal ſtrength : 
no difficulty can ſtay it : whertore Magdalen 
reſolues vpon any, though neuer {o hard, ad - 
ventures, for to obtain what aboue all mea» 
fure ſhe loues and moſt erneſtly defices. At 
leogth our merciful Lord diſoueriog himſelf 
vto her, called her by her name, aad reple- 
niſhed her joule with wondertul ſweetnes 
undioy :and euen made her become the Apo- 
fle of his Apoſtles , who kept cloſe for fear; 
commanding her to carry to them the joytul 
tidings of his ReſurreQ1on ; and to tell them 
that after a while he was to aſcend into 
Heaven, This is that which we find writen in 
boly Scripture of Saint Mary Magdalen. And 
athough the ſacred text ſpeaks not expreſly 
that ſhe was preſent at our Sauiours Aſcenſion 
nto Heaven , and at the coming of the holy 
Ghoſt , when he deſcended viſibly vpon the 
Apoſtles, and repleniſhed them with his gra- 
ces and divine guifts : yet it can not be doub- 
tel but that ſhe was preſent at both thele 
Myſteries. And we may well belicue that du- 
nn her abode in Hicruſalem ; ſhe accompa- 
nicd and attended vpon the glorious Vugin 
Mary , our Bleſſed Lady , as the Mother of 
ter dear Lord and Maſter : and frequently 
llted and bathed with hes tears the holy pla- 
& which he had honored with his preſcace, 
lanRifed by his lif: and conuerſatioa, and 
wkcrated by his moſt pretious death, 
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Saint Mary Magdalen, 


hat ſhe had loſt could by no diligence be : 


But when, after the death of SaintStephen 
the Protomartyr , there aroſe 4 great perſe- 
cution in Hieruſalem againſt the Church:and 
by reaſon ot itthe Apoſtles and Diſciples of 
our Lord, by his ſpecial diſpoſition and pro- 
uidence,leauing that vngrateful city diſperſed 
themlelucs into divers countreys and prouin= 
ces , for to enlighten them with the Goſpel 
and dodtrin of Chriſt : among ſome others of 
the faithtul that the Iews perlecuted with gre« 
at rage and fury, was Saint Mary «Mag deler 
together with her brother Lazarus and fiſter 
Martha: whom they bore an implacable batrs 


of a woſt loving and dutiful affeftion for 
Chriſt our Lord in his life and at his death, 
Whettore for to wreak their miſchieuous to- 
mach, they apprehend all three, together with 
a feruant of theirs by name Marcela (who is 
{aid to haue bin the woman, that raiſing her 
voice cryed out to our Saviour : Bleſſed 3s the 
Wornb that conceined thee , and the breſts that 
gaze thee ſuck.) and Saint Maximimnus, one of 
the ſcuenty two Dilciples; and Celidonins , 
who was the blind man from his nativity , 
whom our Lord gave fight vato, by putting 
durt vpon his eyes. Jt is reported alſo that 
that noble Decurion , Fo/eph of Arimathia , 
who took our Saujour down from the Crols., 
and buricd him in his own ſepuicher, was ta 
ken then with divers other Chriſtians, And 
they were all of them put together into an 

old ſhip without maſt, oare , ſtern , or fail 
without pilot or mariner, for to guide it; that 

they might be cait away and periſh in the ſea, 
But as there is no counſel againſt our Lord, 
the veſſel came toa fate harbcr in France at 

the city of Marſiles, where Saint Mary Mag- 

dalen and all that holy company landed : and 
by the admirable example ot her life, and by 

the miracles which ſhe wrought, all Prowance 
was conuctted to the faith of Chriſt. Saint 
Lazarus was made Biſhop ot Matrkiles , Saint 

Maximinus of Aix : Saiut Martha retired into 
a Monaſtery with iwany other women, young 
and old. And Saint Joleph of Arimathia ( as 

grauc Authors do write) paſled ouer into Ene 
gland, and was the firit that preached the faith 
of our Saviour inthat land. Saint Mary Mags 
dalen bauing preached fome while , and con- 

uerted divers ſoules to the worſhip of God, 

retired into a ſolitary and delert place, there 

to latnent and bewail her fins , as it ſhe had 

never yet wept or don pennancetor them;to 

ſpcnd day an;j night in contemplation , and 

to enioy thoſe beaucnly fauors and viſits, 

which Godis wont tu counnunicate vnto his 

deareſt frends in their retiremenit and contie 

nual exerCiſe ot piety and deuotion. She liued 

in this lol itude thirty years,feeding vpon herbs 

only and the rootg of trees : and when her 


garaicnts Were Worn out , God Almighty 
£ clothed 


ed,for their moſt remarkable remonſtrance 
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Saint Mary Magdalen. 


clothed her with her own hair. Here ſhe lead 
3 life rather Angelical then-human , ard was 
ſeven times A day lifted vp into the air by the 
Angels, for to hear their heauenly and divine 
canticles. And at the end of thirty years ſhe 
defired A Prieſt to go to S, Maximinus,and to 
pray him to come on ſunday next alone into 
the Church at the hower of Matios, The holy 
Biſhop Maximinuscame at the appointed ho- 
wer , and found there the deuout penitent life 


ted vpin theair, and praying with her hands 


ſtretcht out towards heaucn. He gaue herthe 
boly Sacrament of our Lords Body, which the 
received with wonderful great deuotion,and 
abundance of tears. And ſoon after, ſhe ren+ 
dred vp her pureſt ſoule to her moſt dear 
ſpouſe and louing Maſter, whom ſhe had ſeen 

yiog on the Croſs for herfins , and recom- 
mending his owne ſoule vato his Eternal Fa- 
ther, The Angels with wonderful ioy carried 
Bleſſed Magdalens ſoule into Heaven ; but 
her Body was buricd in that place , where it 
has bin kept euer fince,and held in exceeding 
great honor and veneration. 

* Friar Silueſter,A Prior of the order of Saint 
Dominik and Maſter of the ſacred Pallace, ſais 
in a certain ſermon, that in the year one thou- 


fandfour hundred nioty ſeven he viſited the 


grott where Saint Mary Magdalen had don 
pennance , and ſaw her facred Relicks : and 
fais that on her head , which is very big,there 
isa litle fleſh, dry ; and ſomewhat black on 
that part of her forchead , which onr Saviour 
toucht when he appearcd vato her after his 
ReſurreQion ; on which fleſh arc yet extant 
the marks of our Saujours two fingars , with 
which he toucht her. He adds moreouer that 
they ſhowed him in 2 litle glaſs part of her 
hair , wherwith ſhe had wiped our Saviours 
{cet :andin another glaſs ſome earth mingled 
with blood, of color between black and icd, 
which the Saint gathered yp on good friday 
at the. foot of the Croſs ;and all aflured him 
that cuery year on good friday , after the Pal- 
ſions read , that which is kept in-this vial of 
glaſs bubles vp like warm blood, There is to 
be ſeen alſo one ofher arms. And ina cheſt or 
ſhrine of filuer her ſacred Body is kept in a 
Conuent of Saint Dominiks Order. 

. The miracles which ovr Lord-wrought at 
the interceſſion of this glorious Saintare very 
many, great, and admirable , as may be ſcen 
in the ſtory written other, I will here recount 
only one which is ſet down by the aforeſaid 
Friar SilueRter , as a thing publickly kgown 
and moſt certain, In the year of our Lord'one 
thouſand two hundred feuenty nine, in the 
wars between the kings of Aragon andCharls 
the firſt of that name , Brother of Saint Lewis 
king of France, who won and loſt the king- 
domot Naples , there was taken priſoner by 
thoſe of Aragon in a {ca battcl; the Count of 


| 


Prouance,calledCharles the ſecand,Who whit 


| he was kept cloſe priſoner at Barcelona 
was in great diſtreſs and. innc ſmall danger | 


of looſing his life : called to mind that the glo« 


| rious Saint Mary Magdalen had preachedthe 


faith of Chriſt , and conuerted vnto it 4a. 
titude of Soules in his countrey and tertits, 
ries of Prouance. Hereupon conceiuing co, 
hdence he prayed and commended hinjgif 
moſt deuoutly vnto ber , defiring her to tice 
and deliver him from the: miſery and deſoly 
Rate he was in 3 and to the end his pmyers 
might haue greater force , he accompanied 
them with many tears and with faſting: and 
confeſſed alſo his fins with great fotow and 
contrition.Andin the very night before $aing 
Mary Magdalens ſealt , there appeared yntw 
him a moſt comely and venerable Matron, 
who called ypon him clearly and diſtin]y by 
hisname, and told him,bzs prayers Were heard 
in teſtimony Wherof s:e bid bim follow ber , far 
that she was eMary eMagdalen, whimbe je 
addreſied bimjelf unto With jo much demticn 
and confidence ; and Was come to ſet him at liber« 
ty. The count tollowed the Saint, and when 
they had walked on 2 while , (he asked bin 
Where be-thought be was ? he ſaid be thought le 
Was in Barcelona. You are much miſtaken , tes 
plyes the Saint, for you are Vithin 4 leguerf 
Narbon, And indeed by break of day he en- 
tred the city. And afterwards for a grateful 
acknowlegement of ſo ſignal a fauor, be built, 
asthe Saint herſelf had:counſelled him, a very 
fair Monaſtery.;.and endowed.it with rich re+ 
ucnews, in the place where her holy Relicks 
are kept, and gaue it to: the Dominicans;he 
built alſo ſoine other Conuents for the fame 
holy Order, to which he was very particularly 
addiaed, And.not far from Narbon he ſetyp 
a Croſs, in the very place where the Saint 
left him-, which is called the three mile Croþ, 
or the Croſs of 4 leagues. This 3s taken out of 
triar Siluctter, 4 molt worthy and Religious 
Perſon , and of great authority. The Church 
celebrates Saint Mary Magdalens feaſt onthe 
two and twentieth, of Iuly , which was the 
day of her departure out of this lite, 

We arc to obſerue two things in the life of 
this Saint, The firſt is, that there was anci- 
ently 4 great controuerſy amongſt the holy 
Duttors , whether there be but one Magdalen 
mentioned by the Euangeliſts , or more : ict 
ſome graue writers ſay that there were ti, 
one,called the inner , whom Saint Luke ſpeaks 
of, and theotber , Who was ſiſter of Saint Mai® 
thaand Laxarus. Yea lome there are that 
ſay there were three Magdalens. But this 
queſtion is now almoſt out of date, and the 
controverſy in 2 wanner. compoſed. Forit!s 
more probable and ſecure to ſay that there is 
only one Mary Magdalen mentioned in {cii 
ture , whoſe hiſtory and life we haue here kt 
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Jown :and this is the more received opinion 
by ancient Dofors and modern writers: 
a5 alſo warranted by our holy Mother the 
Church ; which on the feaſt of Saint Mary 
Magdalen , celebrats her that was calle] the 
ner , and withal tclls vs that ſhe was 
of La%arus. Belides , if we wind well 
the words of Saint lohn, we ſball fand that he 
gives VS ſufficiently to vnderſtand that i# vas 
Lazarus bis fifter that anointed our Sautours 
feet in the Phariſees hows , and wiped them with 
ber tears. For this holy Evangeliſt ſais. There 
was 4 fickonan » La%arus of Bethania , of the 
vn of Mary and Martha ber ftfter. And it 
was Mary that bad anointed our Lord With 
vintment , and Wwiped his feet With ber. bair, 
whoſe brotber Lagarus Was fick. Which words 
ate ofgreater force to conuince v that there. 
was But one Mary eMasAalen, then whatſoe- 
ger xcaſons can be alleadged to the con- 
trary. The ſecond thing to be noted is that 
certain Grecian Authors do write that the bo. 
lies of Saint Mary Magdalen and Saint Laza- 
tus-were for a long time, at Epheſus, 4city of 
Aha , and from thence were tranſlated to 
Conſtantinople , ani placed in a Church. 
which LeoEmperor,lurnamed the Philoſopher, 
builtin their honor.But what we haue writen 
here is true and certain , for euen tothis day 
their holy Relicks are ſhown in France , in 
the places where they lived and dyed. Yet 
Sigibert in his Chronicle writeth that the 
townof Aix being deſtroyed by the Saracens, 
Saint Mary Magdalens body was carried by 
Gerard, Count of Burgundy to the Monaſtery 
Viliac , which himſelt had built.All Martyro- 
logesmake mention of Saint Mary Magdalen, 
walſoall interpreters of the holy Goſpel,and 
divers Authors haue writen ſermons in her 
prais, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 


i, fullinaris , Diſciple of Saint Peter the 


Apoſile , Bichop of R anenna , and 


Martyr. 
ſome other diſciples , whom he took 


wit. 

vith him , was Saint Apolinaris , whom he 
unſecrated Biſhop , and ſent to the City of 
anna, there to preach the hol Golpecl, 


Ulto bring the light of Hcauen vhto thoſe 
Tom, 2, 


HEN - Saint Peter, Prince of the 
Apoſtles , transferred his Apoſto- 
lical chair from Antiochto Rome, 
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Saint Mary Magdalen; 


that were fitting inthe ſhadow of death. And 
Saint Apollinaris taking the bleſſing of his 
good and {weet Maſter , acceptedthe charge, 
willing to renounce the contentand clas: 
tion he took in his moſt holy and delightful 
conuerſation, for to comply with the orders 
and con.mands of our Sauiour ; who by mes 
ans of his Apoſtle called him to a high and 
difficult cnterpriz ,and to ſuffer many labors 
and perſecutions for his holy Name. Whenhe 
arriued at Raucnna , he lodged witha ceitain 
ſoldier whole name was Trezizs , and it haps 
pened that a childof his was blind, whom S« 
Apollinaris cured by making vpon him the 
fign of the Croſs. Which miracle openedalſo 
the eyes of the ſoule to Trenius and all his fas 
mily tor they came hereby to belicue in Chriſt 
and to be baptized. The notice of the mira+s 
cle paſled alloturther : and a Tribun or Colo- 
ne] ynderſtanding that Trenius, his ſoldier 
had got his child cured by Saint Apollinaris, 
deſired to ſpeak. with him,and as he came, 


, Paayed him #0 reſtore his Wife Thecla to ber be- 
. alth , that bad bin fuck many years , and vas 


thawght 10 be. now paſt all bopes of reconerys 
The holy Prelat taking her by the hand ſaid 
ynto her : riſe vp ſqund and in perfet? health 
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in the Name of our God and Lord Teſus Chriſte 


and belieue in him, and know that there is fiet* 
ther in beauen nor in earth any like unto him, 
And immediatly the womam gets vp being rid 
of all indiſpoſition or any fign of her diſcas, 
ſaying there 4s no other God but Teſus Chrif 
whom on do -preachs And hereupon both ſhe, 
and her husband the colonel, with their chil- 
dren, and diuers othersthat ſaw this wonder- 
ful cffe& of Gods power, were converted to 
the boly faith ;and cleanſed by the water of 
Baptiſm, Saint Apollinaris ſpent there twelue 
days in preaching the dodtrin of heauen, and 
baptizing thoſe that did admit it, and belic« 
uced in our Lord ; and 1n inftrufting in holy 
Scriptures ſome noble mens ſons that were 
brought vato him; and in adminiſtring the 


holy Sacraments : he admittedalfo ſome into ' 


the clergy , and ordained ſome of them Prieſts 
for to help and aſliit bim in his fun&ion. But 
as the number of faithful belicuers cuery day 
encreaſed, and the light that at firſt was hid» 
den , diſplayed more and more 1ts radiant 
beams : Saturninus , that was Gouecrnor of 
the city , could not but fee it , andtake no». 
tice of what was don. Whetrfore he ſends tof 
Apollinaris; and aflcmbling together the idos 
latrous Prieſts , examias him before them ? 
Who be Was ? whence be came ? and what he pre« 
tended $0 do there? toall which deqzands as the 
Saint anſwered with gicat confidence and 
Chriſtian liberty, thoſe paynim Prieſts incens 


. ſed the people againſt him: and they falling 


into 2 mutiny , reuiled him, baled and dragd 
h:m , bruiſed and almoſt biained him witli 
N ſtones 
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—— the city, left him there tor dead. Burt the Chri- 
" flians ſoon took him , and carrying him to 


Ivuy 


ſtones , and at length caſting him forth of 


* the hous ofa poor widow , there kept him 
ſecret , dreſſed his wounds and recovered him. 
Six months -after this , 4 Gentleman ot good 
quality ,and very rich , whoſe name was Bo- 
mtface, on a ſodain loſt the vie oi his tongue 


and became dumb : but hauing before heard | 


ofthe wonders which God had wrought by 
Saint Apolinaris ; whem he vnderſtood to be 
yet aliue , he ſent ſome for to pray him to'co- 
me to his hous, and to help him. The good 
and charitable Biſhop came to him to C,ft, 
a city of Tuſcany where he lived ; and cured 
him ; and at the ſame time diſpoſſeſied one 
of his maids that had bin fore vexed with a 
divel. And by theſe miracles Boniface and hue 
hundred perſons more became Chriſtians. But 
the Pagans, hereby greatly inraged Jaid hands 
on the Saint , beat him cruelly with cudgels, 
and made him walk barcfoot vpon glowing 
coales : and commanding him to preach no 


more leſus Chriſt , thruſt him out of the city, | 


Saint Apolinaris ſheltred himſelf in a poor 
ſhephards cottage , pitifully indeed miſuſed 
and very fore in body ; but much comforted 
and recreated in ſoule, for hauing ſuffered ſo- 
wething for his Lord. In this ſory cott Saint 
Apollinaris abided ſome while , preaching 
continually to all that came to him and bap- 
tizing divers : and the faith ot our Lord was 
far ſpread and dilated round about. 

From hence the boly Biſhop paſſed into 
the Province of Emilia (which is that part of 
Lombardy that is beyond the river Po to- 
wards Ravenna ) where he raiſed to lite the 
daughter of one Rufus, 4 noble man : vpon 
which occaſion both father and daughter 
with very many others were baptized 3 and 
the young gentlewoman conſecrated her- 
ſelt to God , gnd paſſed her life in perpetual 
chaſtity, The diuel could no longer endure 
this gicat harucſt of foules , and the wonders 
thatGod wrought by his ſcruant Apollinaris, 
Whetrlore he inſtigated the crucl! Emperor 
Neto, who bad intelligence of all that paſſed, 
to diſpatch Meſlalinus for to examin and 
puniſh Apolinaris.And be took the Saint, and 
{tripping him , firſt whipt him cruelly with 
rods,then beat bim with knorty cudgels, and 
at laſt tortured bias vpon the rack. But how 
euer greeuovs and ſharp the torments were, 
the blefled Prelat was amazed at nothing; 
but ſtill retaining patience anddantleſs vigor 
ot an inuinciblecourage,tired out the officers 
that were buly in inflicting torments, himſelf 
neither weary nor ever complaining ot being 

tormented. Meſſalinus commanded he ſhould 
Le whipt again, and that ſcalding water ſho« 
uld be powred vpon his wounded body. 


Saint Apollinaris Bishop and Martyr. 


| to ſhip for to be'carried away into Sclayon;, 


Then loadipg him with iroas he put him in+ 


_— — 


But betore this was don , Gcd permittedone 
of the executioners that was the moſt for. 


be ſodainly ſeized vpon by the divel, and ki. 
led by him in the very place. The Judge all 
for ſome words which the Martyr ſaid Vnto 
him, being outragiouſly offended, made fore 
blows be giuen him on the tace with a great 
ſtone : and then, notwithſtanding the Chri. 
ſtians rived to reſcue him from the Ivd. 
ges hands, be was carried to priſon, where 
they held him ſtzecht out and faſt bound 
watching him for many days that nothing 
ſhould be giuen him to eat, But whilſt he was 
in this ſtate, be was vifited;comforted, and fed 
by the Angels. Infine the tyrant proceededin 
his firſt intention , and ſent him 1n 4 ſhip to 
baniſhment into Greece. The ſhip meeting 
with a terrible tempeſt was caſt away with 
all its mcn, ſauc only Saint Apollinaris with 
three of his clergy , and two ſoldiers, who 


| becameChriſtians. they arrived inMiſia, whe. 


re the Saint healed the brother of 4 principal 
and rich man , that was all covered over with 
a loathſom leproſy ; and remained ſome days 
in his hous. Thence he came into Thracig; 
and as ſoon as he entred certain city ofthat 
Province, the idoll of Serapis , in which the 
diuel yſed to ſpeak and giue oracles, becatre 
domb. This cauſed great amazement and 
trouble among the gentils, who made great 
ofterings and renewed their ſacrifices for to 
appeaſe their ſottiſh God , and to learn of 
him the cauſe of his filence, And ater ſome 
days the diuel anſwered that be vas become þe 
lent , becauſe 4 diſciple of Saint Peter the 4A 
poſile of Teſus ChrifF, who Was nevly come this 
ther from Kome, had tied his tongue. Andihit 
as long as the [aid diſcifle »bould abide there, be 
could giue no more oracles , ir anſver to their 
demands. Preſently they made enquiry forthe 
Saint , and when they tound him , he himſelf 
diſcouered who he was , and vpon what ac+ 
count he came thither. Here was the holy 
Prelat whipt and tormented a new , and then 
put into a ſhip which was bound for Italy,ln 
this iorney he met with ſtrange encounters 
great dangers and perſecutions. but God mage 
nified him with as many miracles and won- 
ders, which be wrought by him and for him, 
At length after three years he returned to 
Ravenna to the incredible ioy of the Chriſte 
ans for bauing receiuedtheir Maſter and Pal 
tor. But the pagans gaue him no long reſpit 
for they took him again,dragd himto the mar 
ket-place , and put him to cruel torment!, 
threatning to handle bim yet Wors , wnleſs is 
Would ſacrifis, to their God «Apollo, into whoſe 


- temple they brought him. But the bleſſed 


Saint made his prayer vnto our Lord, and 


immediatly the idoll of Apollo fc!] into duſt, 
whetce 


2 
ward in vcxing and torturing the Saint t, I 


— 7 - 


I 
. . % 


Saint Apollinaris Bishop and Martyr. 


wherat the Chriſtians exceedingly reioyced 
and praiſcd Almighty God ; but the infidels 


% were aboue meaſure incenſed and inraged : 
Nl. .:d delivered him ouer to the Iudge of the 


lace, whoſe name was Taures,that he ſhould 

roceed againſt him , arid put him to death, 
But Taurvs taking him to his hous , for that 
the Saint bad formerly given ſight to his ſon 
hat was born blind , conucied him ſecretly 
nto 2 farm of his , ſome ſix miles out of 
town ; where this holy and zealous Prelat re- 
mained four years , preaching Chriſt, and in- 
{ing the'people inceſſantly , and curing 
the ſick that came vnto him. This was told at 
length to the idolatrous Pricits, who appre- 
hended him again , though he were now very 
old, and waſted and worn out with hard la- 
hors, and innumerable ſufferings and tor- 
ments. The Pricits informed the Empeior 
Veſpalian of him : and after all, the Saint was 
committed to one DemoFhenes a Senator that 
was appointed to be Ludge ir; this cauſe; who 
after divers diicourſes and diſputes had with 
him,gauc the charge of him to a certain cap- 
tain , vntili-he ſhould reſolve with himſelf 
what death he would put him to. This captain, 
that was a diſguiſed Chriſtian took him to his 
bous, and vſed him withall kindnes and ciuis 
lity: and knowing that it was reſolued vpon 
that he ſhould dy, aduifed him to ſave himſelf, 
fir that bis life was yet neceſiary for the good 
if very many , and offtred him alſo a commo- 
dious place to retire vnto, And the Saintkno- 
ving it to be fnore pleaſing to God rodecline 
the perſecution , and conſeruc his life, vntill 
lome other occafion were offered him to ſhed 
his Blood for the honor of Ieſus Chriſt , and 
the Conteſion of his holy Name, went out 
ofthe Captains hous at midnight. But he was 
licouered by the gentils, who purſued him, 
ad overtook him not tar from the city : and 
tdere they gaue him ſo many blows and 
wounds, that he was left for dead. Yet hedyed 
not iminediatly nor in that place, but ſuruiued 
ſuendays after, being carricd intoa housthat 
vabuiltſor harboring of lepecs : where he 
Ontinually exhorted the Chriſtians to conſtan- 


9 and perſenerance , and told them that the | 


(birch Yas to endure yet ſome greeuous perſe+ 
tons , after Which would ſucceed 4 great peace 
ad tranquility. Then he rendred vp his ſoule 
to God on the three and twenticth of Iuly, in 
ttelaſt year of the Raign of Ueſpaſian, which 
coding to the ſupputation of Saint Peter 
Damian, was the tourſcore and one of our 
Lord, bauing fought moſt valorouſly , and ſa- 
nized himlelfas a living hoſt ro Almighty : 
60d,by a long Martyrdom of nine and twen- 
J years,as afficms the ſawe Author in a ſer- 
99. The faithfull were wont to viſit the 
*pulcher of Saint Apollinaris: and when any 
ling was to be affirmed vpon oath, they 


may be ſeen in the three and thirtieth epiſtle 
of the fifth book of Saint Gregory Pope, who 
commands in a matter of great concern to 
have it pratized. Saint Ambroſe makes men- 
tion of Saint Apollinaris in the preface of his 
| Miſlal, and Saint Peter Chryſologus in his 
hundred and eight and twentieth ſermon, 
Saint Peter Damian, and Icrom Rubeus write 
of him , as do ſome others'that write of the 
affairs of Ravenna, There is mention made 
of him in the Roman Martyrologe , and in 
_ of Venerable Bede, V ſuardus,and Saint 
Ado, os 


Pete neat 
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* ChriſtinaVirgin,and Marty, _ . 


&47Y N the Province of Tuſcany , fomg 
- cightecn miles ſhort of Rome, there 
is 4 lake called Vol/ſena, and a vils 
lage of the ſame'name, adioininpg toit. Ther 
wagancicntly in this lake atown called Tyro, 
whence the lake itſelf was denominated j 
whoſe waters at length ſwelled ſo.high, that 
it ſwallowed vp the town, Ja this town was 
born Saint Chriſtina, deſcended of the noble 
and ancient family. of the «Anicans. Her fas 
thers name was Vrban, who was Gouernop 
of the place, for the Emperors Diocletianand 
Maximian, From her intancy ſhe took a great 
affe&ion to the faith of Chriſt , and out! of 
deuotion to his holy Name called herſelf 
Cbriſtina, very couch againſt her fathers will, 
who being an infidel , and withal intruſted 
with 2 great office and charge by the Empe» 
rors, profeſſed enemies of our Lord and Sauie 
our Ieſus Chriſt , bent all his endeuors , and 
applycd allthe forces of his power and skill, 
to draw his daughter from that profeſſion, 
which he deemed to be cxtrem folly and fu« 
pcrſtition.But neither his perſwaſions nor his 
threats could make 1mpreſſion vpon her im< 

pregnable hart, which our Lord polleſled 
and was ſole Maſtcs of. For onthe contrary 

the holy Virgin vpon an occaſion took the 

filucrand golden idols, which her father-a= 

dored as his Gods ; and breaking them in 

pecces, diſtributcd the fraguents of them a» 

mong the poor that were in great want and 

neceſſity. Wherat her father was ſo outragi= 

ouſly incenſed, that himſelf gaue her many A 


h:auy and fore blow ; and not fatisficd ther. 
with 


+ 


500 


ſwore, laying their hatd ypon his Tomb! as _ 


23s 


THE LIFE OF SAINT '=—g 


24» 


" 
. Iviy 


,- 
Ws 


with commanded ſhe ſhould be tript naked 
before him and cruelly whipt by his ſeruants. 
In which barbarous execution when they 


* had beſtirred themſelues , vatill they were 


weary , and their forces failed ther ; yet was 
not the cruelty of this monſter of nature any 
ways ſatisfied, For putting of all affeftion of 
3-parent ,: be becawe a deadly enemy and 4 
bargwan to the child of his own bowels : 
and the next day tore her ſo vnamercituly and 
violently with books and claws of iron , that 
not only rivers of blood ſtreamed down from 
ber dclicat body, but alſo-many peeccs of fAc(h 
tell down to the ground,ſo that the very bo- 
ne was laid bare : the whitneſs wherot was 
tranſparentthrough her yermillion blood. In 
the mean whilethe vndanted Virgin ſuffering 
theſe dolors with a patience more then hn- 
man, and armed with a courage altogether 
divine, ftooped down,, and taking vp ſome 
pecces of hct fleſh, preſented them to her 
tather, and fajd : here, bloody tyrant , take and 
eat#he-flesh thay baſt engenired.Then the bar- 


,-: darouswictch'commanded ſhe ſhould be put 


vpon an ion wheel , raiſed fome litle height 
aboue the ground, and vaderneath made a h- 
ze ,and cait oyle vpon it for to makea hotter 
flame. But the (divine gondnes preſerued his 
Martyr trom this torment. And for & iuſt cha- 
{tiicment of: the gentils that were preſent at 
this crucity,made the flame vrolent]y to break 
out amongy/them, and to conſume about a 
gbouland perlons, Hereupon was the Virgin 


fent to priſon : where the Angels viſited her | 


and cured all ber wounds, ;An other day her 
father gaue order ſhe ſhould be thrown into 
the lake Volicna , havinga hugeſtonetyedto 
ber. neck. But the ſame bleſſed Spirits that had 
comforted her in the prifon ; preſerued her 
from downing , and brought her to the ſhore 
without any hurt : which put her tather into 
a'ſtrange paſſion and fury. And theretore he 
committed her again to priſonthat he might 
Hauc ſome time to think by what cruel death 
heſhould make her away. But our Lord pre- 
ucnted his curſcd intentions , for the next 
morning he was found dead in his bed. And 
there lucceeded him as wellin rage and furi- 
ous cruelty, as in office ot Gouernor andiud- 
ge,onc called Dion: whomade an iron veſlel 
ts be made in tormotf a cradle ,which he filled 
with rofin , and oile ; and when it was ſee- 
thing hot , bid the officers put the Uirgin na- 
ked into it, But ſhe, being tull ot ſpiritual ioy 
and alacrity., ſaid pleafantly, that like 2 litle 
6bild, nel born and regenerated by Baptiſm , 
sbe Was to be put into the cradle. And then mas» 
king vpon it the ſign of the Croſs, ſhe laid 
berielt there down without receiving any 
harm. Then they ſhaued off all her hair , and 
led her without hair or clothes into the Tem» 


ple of Apollo, Butthe diucl not beivg able to | 


- Saint Chriſtina Virgin, and Martyr. 


abide in her preſence, immediatly the idol fel! 
to the ground,and was turned to aſhes,wher 
Dion the Gouernor was ſo much aftrighted 


and amazcd, that be died in the place: ang if 


three thouſand perſons were brought tobe, 
licve ip Chriſt: Dions ſucceſſor was Julia, 
nothing inferior to him in cruelty,for hecam. 
manded A great fice to be mate in an oven, 
and the Virgin to be caſt into it. Here ſhete. 
mained amidſt the flames hue days, the oven 
continually burning , and ſhe praiſing and 
bleſſing the goodnes and pover of our Lord that 
conſerned ber with out the leaſt barm. From the 
fiery ouen {be was Carricd once more intg 
the priſon, where 4 certain magician by his 
cnchantrwents made ſerpents, alps, vipers and 
other ſuch like venemous creatures to fall y. 
pon her. But by the force of her faith in leſus 
Chriſt, ſhe overcame them all. They cut out 
her tongue , and without atongue ſhe ſpoke 
more diſtin&ly then ſhe had gon before , and 
gauc not oucr praiſing and magnifying God 
At length (be was tied to a poſt, and ſhot 
with arrows. And ſo her victorious ſoule flew 
vpto Heauen , where it was received yiththe 
vniuerſal applauſe of thoſe bleſſed Spirits and 
heauenly citizens that had bin ſpeQators of 
her long and irkſom combat, who moſt highly 
extolled her, and infinitly reioyced and cen» 
gratulated with her for her viftory and iti- 
umph ouer three tyrants, Her Martyrdom was 
on the day the Church keeps it on, to yitt 
the four and twentich of luly , about the year 
of our Lord three hundred. Saint Chiiſtinss 
Body is now at Palermo in Sicily, where itis 
honored witha great confluence of the pev- 
ple. And the city hath choſen her tor their 
Patroneſs and Aduocat. The Martyrologesdo 

ſpeak of Saint Chriſtina , the Roman , and 

thoſe of Uſcardus and Saint Ado. 4s allo 

Saint Antoninus in his 'firlt part , title the 

ciphth , chapter the fr, 4delmus Biſhop and 

ſome modcrn «Authors, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 14MES 
the Great , Brother of Saint Iobn =», 
Euangeliſt eApoſtle. Ik 


- HE glorious Apoſtle, Saint lr 
S mes the Great, light and Patron 
of Spain , was born in the Pro- 
uince of Galilee , and was fon 
of Zebedec, and Mary Salome, 
eldeſt Brother ot Saint Iohn Apoſtle and E* 
uangeliſt, and Cofin german of our Lord 

Sauiour according to the fleſh, Both the -_ 


a 2485. 
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ug5 c,ily.And its to be preſumed they were rich 
' {ſcrmen, ſeing they kept a ſhip otthew own 


6 were fiſher men , as was alſo their fax 
bs Zebedy : ant lived by the fra coſt of 


;of ſervants. Saint Terom lais they were _— 
borfh , We Will gather Saint Iames Þis lite ou 
o/ the Evangeliſts prineipally,who have wii- 
ten of him and of bis Brother, | 
and firſt Saint Mathew faisthat owr Sai 
wr Talking ly the jen fide of Gally ſav to 
Brothers , James and Jobn , Who ere an 4 sbip 
bith their father, and called them to be bis ddjci- 
; : and they Were ſo 1e4-3 to obey bim, that 19 - 
wetatl firjakirg their father, ther hip then 
vets, and the employment they haa binbrea vp 
ia 4nd lived vpon , they folluYed him, anc 
tack ever cleſe vnto him, forgetting and te- 
nouncing all their hopes and pretenſions v- 
n earths Saint Mark adds that when ov! 
Lord had called them voto him , he gave 
them new Names, and ſtiled thetn Boanrrge, 
which 1s as much to ſay as ſons of tt wnacr. 
Which is 2 thing remarkable , and worthy ot 
confideration For we read only that our Sa« 
viour changed the Natnes to Saint Peter, and 
totheſe two Brothers: and as tor him in ſteed 
of Simon he called him Cephas or Peter, tor 
that he made Þitn the bead ot his Church and 
he fundamental ſtone, vpon Which it Was to 
be built. $a:#8 1atnes, and Saint Jobs allo re- 
trived from our Lords mouth new Names, 
ſor that they were to be admitted toa more 
lnyard and privat familiarity with him, and 
to be wore highly fauored and priviledged 
then the reſt ot the Apoſtles; as we may gu- 
therby the ſecret Myſteries which: the le thiee 
were preſent at, with c xcluſton oi the others, 
For he took them alone with him when he 
nikd the Prince of the Synagogues daughter, 
He mate ther witneſles ot the giory of his fa- 
tied Humanity at his Transhguration, when 
his bleſſed face ſhined as bright as the ſun, 
and his garments were whiter then ſnow, on 
Mount Thabor,Infine thele three he had with 
bm, leaving the reſt behind , when be with- 
few himſeli to make his prayer in the garden 
dGethſemani. Vmto whom alſo he dilcouered 
tis ſorow and agony , that they might fer 
lim disfigured , defeated with grief, and ba- 
tied in a bloody ſweat in the garden whom 
they bad feen before ypon the Meant Tha- 
bor reſplendent with glory and Maicſty, He 


ave theſe two Brothers the name of ſouns of | 


(hinder, for that he intended to make thew 
chiet commanders of his Army : and by 
the loud ſounding voice of their preaching 
addoftrin tike thunder, to aſtonifh and con- 
ftthie workd, and bring it to the knowlege 
id worſhip of 1ts Lord and Creator. 
Whichalthough it ſeems more apparently 
*riedin. the Perſon of Saint Iohn who was 


Saint Tames the Great, Apoſtle. 


Churches of Aſia, and wh fixing his pureand 
ſharp ſighted cyes, Lke a Royal Ezglein bo 23; 
radiant beams of the divine lun , deciared yn» 
to vs the Generation of the Eternal wort : 
at whattime dreadful thunder was heard and 
{trange fafhes of lightning were ſeeh,; yet 
was it/accompliſted alto in his Brother Saint 
James : who befides his preathingthe Golpel 
in Jury and Spain, hath ſeueral times defended 
thele kingdons , and like & fearful thunder. 
bolt hath 1outcd and defeated oſt ſtrong and 
f uiſlar t armies of the Mores and other encs 
mies of the Chriſtian faith and name. And: 
the Spaniards, roteRtet, ſeconded, and afliſted 
by the favor and pationage of this great A« 
potle, hauc carried the ſtandard ofthe Croſs 
through out the world, and planted the. Bs 
vangrlical doftin inthe Indies arid thoſe vaſt 
ptouinces and kingdoms ; and dilplayed the 
Clear beams of heavenly lipbt amongſt thoſs 
people that fat zn daiknels and in the ſbadow 
ot dcath. WK 

Saipt Luke alſo recounts, that as our Loid 
was goingto Jeruſalem aboutthe feaſt ofthe 

Paich ,he tet lotne of hisdiiciples betbre to 
the city of Sawaria,, that, lay 11 their way, for 
to prepare @dihtrfor bitt,and his cojtipatiy: 
but the Satvaritans retuſed to entertait theiw, 
tor that by their habit ; probably ;they khew 

they were Iews, andota dittcrent profeſſion? 

and thertore would noteonucrs nor dilcours 
with them, But Saint lathesand Saint-lohty, 
ſouns of thuhder; offended: with theys igcis 
uility and moſt diſcout tevus behaviour tows 
ards then Lord and'Maſter. moved with zcal, 
and walling to 1cutnge, the affront offered 
him,, faid voto him: Lord, wilt thow that Fo 
tnake fire come dun n from Leauens , for to deſivoy 
this people ? But our meek Saviour anſwered 
them ;508 knw not What fpirit Jon are of; gh 
ving to yaderitand, that ihe Iparit which, ax 
that time moucd them ; was the fpitit of x6 
ucnge, not of mildnes : 4fpiritof the old teſtg« 
ment, not of the new : a ipirit ot Elias;not of 

Ictus Chriſt; who was come into the wofld 

tor ro 1nſtrudt ſinners, to gain them:and draw 

them vnto him by ſweetnes, mildncs , and 

Evangetical charity. Finally theſe two Bray 


.thers were fo bcloued and cheriſhed of our 


tte Founder , Father ,and Maitcr of all the 
Tom, 2s 


Lord ; that theit Mother , Mary Salome, cons 
hiding vporttheir nere Contunction to b 

and kindred i him ; and the great remens» 
ttrances of his affc&wn and kindnes for themy 
made bold to ask ot him the firit and moſt 
eminent places 1 his kingdom for thelc her 
two ſons ,andthat one of them mizht be [cated 
at his right band, and the other at bus teft ; 
whether it was that the thought he was to be. 


| a temporal Monarch, 21d was to be attended 


in his Perſon by teucral great Lords and Pes 
ers, amongſt whom ſhe defrred ber ſons might 
have the preemunency. Or that ſhe did truly 

oO pretead 


503 


L Pretend to hae them exaltcd in the kingdom 
of Heaven aboue-all others. But our Lord 
8. . addreſſing his anſwer not vnto the Mother, 


WLY. ,ato 


her {ons , from whom the petition had 


its riſe , avd whole advantage it only preten- 
: ded + told them that th:y did not know What 
they acked : for it they aimed at temporal 
referment, his kigdon was not ofthis world: 
or if-they demanded: ſpiritual and heauenly 
honors , though what they pretended was 

; good and lavdable , yet they were quite out 
-in'the manner of ſecking and asking , and 
did not take the way to obtaintheir requeſt: 
for they expe&ed 4 triumph before a victory, 
= before any combat or batte] ; and ſued 


r that by favor , which is to be purchaſcd 


- by deſert. Wherfore he asked them if they could 
'Arink bis chalice, and dy for bim , as be as now 
--""80 dy for them + and they like flout and valiant 
- 'eaptainsanſwered that they could.and they ma- 
- detheirword good and ſtood totheirpromis. 
. And thisis what wefind written of S. lames in 
- !the'boly Golpel. And beſides what we baue 
--- *ſaid;ir is out of all queſtion that this glorious 
- «&poſile was preſent with the reſt at our Lords 
- *Kaſt ſupper :that he taw our Saviour riſen trom 
-- death; and aſcending into Heauen :and with 
- , the other Apoſtles receaved the holy Gholt, 


What he did after this , way be gathered 


- out of ancient and grave Authors, who haue 
*wntten the liues of Saints : and they tell ys 

. . that the glorious Apoſile Saint James preach- 
_ -edin Jeruſalem and in Samaria,and afterwards 

- eathie'into-Spain, w here he remained ſome ti- 

. ve, and-converted nine Dilciples,to wit, Tor- 
quats., Ificins , Ewptrafins, Celins Secundus, 

' Indaletin1 ,T efij bon gAthan ofins, and T beode- 


7's 


5:awonglt which Atbanaſis was made Bi- 


:{top of Saragofla, and 7 beoaore was his Prieſt, 


is y& atteſted in that city. Thovgh Pelagius 


Biſhop ot-Oviedo,, who lived in the time'of 


*Alionſus the ſcucnth that recovered Toledo, 
writes in his Rory that Saipt Iames his diſciples 
were but ſcucp, to wit, Calocerns, Baſil, Pray, 
Chryſogonus, Theodore, «Athanaſius, and «M a- 
ximns. The coming of Saint lames into Spain 
* IS thovy Þ 
ing ot Samt Stephen by the lews,that firſt and 
reat ſtorm ot perſecution was raiſed in Ieru-- 
. falem againſt the Church of Chriſt, And for 
confirmation hereof, there is yet to beſeen in 
.Tealy , in the city of Veruhi , the Body oft $ 
Maty Salome, wife ot Zebedy , and Mother of 
Saint lames and Saint lohan ; ang 1s there kept 


in 
to 


his 


ment , all the xcaſops they do allcage fort 


the common opinion and tradition , into 
Kaly'vpon this ſame occaſion, and dyedthere, 
. as Baronivs oblcrues in his notes vpon the 
Martyrologe. And although ſome modern 
learned Authors do doubt of Saint Iames 


ht to have bin , whenaſter the ſton- 


reat venetation : who came , according 


Saint Tames the Great, Apoſtle. 


negative , are potof ſo great weiptz anday 


| and confirmed by all the Churches of Spaig 
who put in their Breviary, anddo conftany; 
preach and teach that this glorious Apoſ 

was in Spain, And if we will queſtion Fo 
we may as wclldeny or doubt of divers other 


Saints, whichare not known but by trading 
trom father toſoo, But beſidesthis , thegir,, 
culous pillar of cur bleſſed Lady at Saragoſy 
is 2 great teſtimony and confirmation of thi 
fo received opinion: which thoughit becon. 
monly known , yet will I briefly recount x 
here for the ſatisfaftion of thoſe who perh; 
hauc not had full notice of it, Whilſt the ho. 
ly Apoſtle was in Spain, and abided in the 
city of Sarragoſla , he went out one niphe 
with his diſciples, to pray, nerc to the tiver 
Ebio. «And whilſt he was at his prayers, be. 
hold the Queen of Angels, who was yet jj 
ving in mortal fleſh , brought thither by the 
minzſtery of the celeſtial Spirits, appears ynto 
him, ſtanding ypon 4 pillar oflaſper tha yy 
there, and attended by an infinit multitude 
of glorious ſpirits and citizens of Heaye, 
that wade a moſt ſweet and deliciousconſor, 
ſinging Matins, and many deuout bymns and 
| Canticles : as it is recorded in the hiſtory and 
; ancient prayers of that Church. and is held 
| by tradition. The Apoſtle immediatly knew 

ber, and humbly proſtrated himſelf vpon the 
ground for to doher reverence and homage, 
To whom ſhe faid : In this wery place build 4 
Church in my Name : for F know that thi 
part of Spare Will be mo#7 particularly dewnt 
Wato me : and from this moment F takeit int 
my cuſtogy and proteiion. «And with ths the 
 Vihon vaniſhed, and the holy Apoſtk yith 
all ditigence executing the orders which 
me trom Heaven , built that facred Chayd 
of our Lady of the Pillar, ſo called fromthat 
pillar ot laſper. , vpon. which the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin Mother of God appeared to Saint James, 
and js yet in the ſawe place, Which _ 
of Sarragofla is deſeruedly honored, andeld 
in great veneration through out all Spain, 

There are other irretragable proofs of Saint 

Iames preachiog in Spain. For the Churchof 

Braga celcbratcs the feaſt of Saint Peter Mat- 

tyr their firſt Biſhop, ordained and conſecr- 

ted by Saint lames whilſt he was in Spain, 


they read in the divine office 3 and 

Churches of Portugal do follow hercin tit 
cuſtom of Braga : nor are there wanting d- 
uers Authors , ancient and modern , that o 
him Saint Iames to haue bin in Spain. Pope 
Leo the third in an epiſtle which he wrote 
to the Biſhops of Spain, and Calixtus the ſe- 
cond , and the Roman Breviary refonnedby 
Pope Piusthe fift , do affirm it. And Cardinal 


coming into Spain ; in my poor we 4 | 


Baxoniug in his notes vpon the Martyrologs | 
£ F 4D 21S h ſole 


thority as is the vniverſal tradition Ieccived 4 


things, that do much concern the honor of 


0! 
] 


| of 


| 


| 


cz a FF AX, 32> St © . a6 


W but very weak 


=> E-SCSYT ES PCRHRET T ARS Reed © 5 BIT WON SS © iS BOS Eo Go OW WM 


Saint Tames the Great, Apoſtle. 


(olves the obicAions and reaſons, which ſome 
do bring to the contrary : which reaſons are 
, if you-oppoſe againſt them 
: the wolt ancicnt tradition which from time 
out of memory bath bin conſerued in Spain 
vith wonderful great deuotion and piety, 
How long the holy Apoſtle remained in 
Srain, and what fruit his preaching wrought 
there, is not known.certain it is that out of 
ain he returned again to Hieruſalem, 
vhere he was Maityred: and he was the firſt 
ofthe Apoſtles that ſhed his Blood for Icſus 
Chnſt in the ſame city, where chat moſt ſweet 
and lowng Lord was plealed to giue his for 
our aluation. Which 1s no ſmall glory to our 
holy Apoſtle,that among the tweluc Captains 
and Conquerous of the world, he ſhould bc 
the firſt that triumphed ouer death, giuing his 
Life for Iefus Chriſt, and ſealing with his 
Blood the verity of the doftrin he had prea- 
ched. His death was in this manner, The huly 
apoſtle was very feruent and zealous in pre- 
xhingas well in Hierulalem, as inthe neigh- 
boring places; and converted very many to 
the holy faith : which exccedingly vexed and 
incenſed the Ic ws againſt him, wherupon the 
edand conſpired his death, They addref- 
{cd themſelues to a tamous magitian , called 
ener , and his ſcholler Pbiletas , and 
hirtd them to encounter the Apoltle in 4 pu- 
blick diſpute , and there confound him , and 
then make the divels do him ſome miſchief 
Hermogenes thought it was ſufficient to im- 
ploy bis diſciple , and therfore lent Phitetas 
todeal with him, But it fell out quite contrary 
tohisexpeRation : for Philetas conuinced by 
the Apoſtles diſcoars;and aſtoniſhed with the 
rreataesand multitude ofhis miracles, beca- 
mean other man : and acknowledging the 
retity of our holy faith, caſt himſcit at Saint 
lames his feet, and craved him pardon for his 
wicked attempts : and then returning to his 
maſter Hermogenes. laborcd to perlw ade him 
todothe like, But the proud magician being 
eutragiouſly offended again Philetas;by the 
bree of his enchantments bound him 1n that 
vanner that he y as not able to tir out of the 
place, vntil the Apoſtle ſent him bis! andker- 
cf, by means wherof he was delivered and 
kt at hberty , and preſently went to Saint 
kmes, Hermogenes would bauc the deuels for 
tobrng vnto him both Phuletas andthe Apo- 
ſie, bound and tyed. and as he was very impe- 
tous in commanding and forcing them to it, 
they being neceſſitated by a more powerful 
and itefiſtable command of the holy Apoſtle, 
ſized ypon Hermogenes; and carrying him 
bound and fcttered , ſet him down betore 
lim: and the 200d Apoſtle bids Philetas i# the 
Name of Teſws go and vniy his maſter and give 
lim bis liberty. This exceedingly aſtonithed 
itmopenes and wrought in hima4 wondertul 


| they contrived an other plot for to ruin 


ſo great 4 fear , that he durſtnotgoany whis 
ther out ct his preſence and fight, leaſt the 
divels ſhould pull him in peeces.But the Apo» 
file giving bim his Raff, told bim that by wers 
te of that be might be ſecure, and go wbither 
be pleaſed. Hereugon Herm:ogeties was cons 
uerted, and became a diſciple ofSaintIames, 
and burnt his wicked and diabolical books, 
S. Paul in his ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy ſpe» 
aks of one Phigellus or ( as ſome doread it) 
Philetus, and Hetmogenes ,and ſais that they 
bad left bim and 14un a\ay becoming renegats 
from ibe faith. We do not know indeed >. 
ther he ſpeaks of theſe two , conuerted by 
Saint Taines, For perhaps they returned again 
to their wickednes and umpicty, cuen as Si- 
mon Magus had don , who alter he had pro« 
tefled the holy taith, and was baptized, fell 
moſt baſcly ; and became a moſt cruel and 
terrible enemy of our Lord lefus Chriſt and 
his holy faith. When the Jews ſaw whatlitle 
lucceſs their wicked delign had againſt the 
holy Apoſtle, : and that Hermogenes and 
Philetas were oucrcom by him, and had 
yelded fo tar as cucn to becom his oy ca 
Im. 
They, agreed with two Centurions or Cape 
tains of the Raman Gatriſon that wasat Hics 
rulalem, Lyfiss and Theoeritus, to be ready 
with thei; toldiersfor to tciz vpon the Apoe 
tile , when they , during his preaching, ſhould 
raiſe A tuwultuaus clamor among the peoples 
Which wicked dehfign had its cfc&. For as 
Saint lames was one day preaching with great 
zcal and teruor , and, proving very evidently 
"out of holy Scripture that Je/as tvs the trus 
Chriſt or Meſſias andSon.of God: wherat ſome 
ot the auditors ſhewd themſclues to be offen» 
dedand troubled ; Abiathar the High Prieſt, 
thinking it wasa fit opportunity to raiſe I 
tun.ult , gaue the fign that was agtceed vpony 
and immediatly 4 certain Scribe, by name Fo+ 
fias , rulbing turiouſly vpan the Apoſile,caft 
a cord about tus neck. Wherupon the foldi- 
diers run in, and ſeizing vpon the Saint bring 
bim before King Herod : and he for to giue 
that content and fatisfation vato the lews, 
condemns him to be beheaded. 4s he was 
led to execution , Saint Ifidore fais that a 
poor paralytik demanded of him that be ould 
be pleaſed to cure bim. Whiich the Apoſtle did, 
rcitoripg him to perfett health and yſe of his 
lims. Saint Clement adds { as it 1s tecounted 
by Eviebius Celſarienfis in his Ecclefiaſtical 
hiſtory) that the Scribe Iohas , who had bin 
{o furious againſt him, and the firſt that laid 
hands vpon him , was converted to the holy 
taith ,and having confefied lefus Chriſt to be 
God , with grcat humility and repentance 
asked pardon ot Saint Iames : and the Apoſtle 


| 


with hogular affeion and ten Gincs, and 
taany 


cſieem and reſpeR for the Apoſtle and withal = 
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Saint James the Great, Apoſtle 


thany teares ſweetly ſreping down from 
his eyes, pardonned him , and faluted him 
with a kiſs of peace. Wherat the Iews being 


molt heinouſly offended, procured Iofias to be | 


executed toge ther with Saint Iames, by whoſe 
prayers he had bin converted. The death of 


Saint Iames, according to Euſebius , was in 


the four and fortieth year of our Lord, and 
the ſecond of the Raign of Claudius Emperor. 
Some ſay that he was tartyted on the five and 
twentieth of Maich ,the very day , on which 
the Srn of God was conceived and dyed : 
though the Breuiary , reformed by Pius the 
fitt, aſſigns for the day of his Maityzdom the 
firſt ot April. Preſently after his death , his 
diiciples { whether $. Iames had giuen them 
that order betore ; or Almighty God moucd 


. then, by a particular ioſtin and revelation) 


came and took his moſt ſacred Body , and 
broygt t it to the haven town of 7oppe , now 
Called 72f8,and therc ſtipping it came with 


It 1nto Spain. For baving failed threugh all 


the mediterrancan fea and paſſed the ſitreights 
of Gibraltar, they entred the Ocean, and ho] - 
ding on their cours, arrived at the coaſt of 
Gaſlitta, and there in the city of 7149 Flavia, 
called now in Spatiiſh EI Padron, they brou» 
ghr that ſacred treaſure ro land. Which by 
reaſon of great reuo'utions and changes of 
affairs , was for divers ycats Kept ſecret and 
hiddden:vntil our Lord would bave it known 
and brevght to light. And then it was tranſla- 
ted to Compoſielia, wheie it is atprelent Held 
in wondettul great veneration , not only by 
the inhabitants of Galicia and all the King- 
doms of Spain ; but even by all nations ang 
countreys of Chiiſtendom that flock thither 
in pilgrimage for to viſit it, with moſt fingu- 
lar picty anddcuotion,as we will declare mo» 
re at large on the feaſt of his Trar flation , 
which is kept the thirtteth of December, 
It can not be explicated, nor ſcarce belie- 
ved, how many and how wondertul fauors 
the divine Goodnes has beſtowed vpon the 
kingdoms of Spain by means of this glorious, 
Apoſtle his Fagorit. For he bathnot onlycom 
municated vnto them the fuſt beams ot the 
Evavpgelical light by his preaching,and caſt a- 
mongit them the heavenly ſeed cf Chriſtian 
faith and doin : and given them the honor 
to build the fyſt Church that ever was inthe 
wo1ld, and dedicate 1t to the moſt facred and 
glonous Uirgin Mother of God in their own 
countrey andinfine adorned them with diuc 1s 
ſpiritual graces and guitts : butallo has deten =» 
ded and proteRted them frequently with aura» 
cles and piodigies from Heaven againſt the 
Mores, infidels, and barbarians that opprefled 
them in 4 tyrannical manner. For not once 
only, or twice, but ſeucral times ( ſince by a 
ſecret and iuſt iudgment of God, thoſe king- 
Jdoms were conquered and ruined by the Mos 


a 


res) have the Spaniards in their preateſt gif, 
1ghtned by ther, found preſenthelp,luccoyr 


(cf to them riding vpon a whue hors and 
marching before them, caſliog fear and dread 
among the barbarous infidels , and yitex 
outing and deteating their ſtoutef ne, 
aud innumerable fo1ces,as an invincible com 
mander and the only PicteRor and defender 
of the Spaniards : who began to experience 
this Þis fingular help and affiſtance in the 
year of our Lord eight hundred thirty four in 
the Raipn of King Ramivs in the famous 
tattel of Clawiio.For this king bawhg amaſeg 
together all the forces he could make againſ 
tle Mores , tor to free his countrey trom 4 
moſt ſhameful and intamovs tribut of a hun. 
dred Uirgins , whom every year they were ts 
deliuer vp tothoſe barbarous tellows asit ve. 
re ſo many innocent lambs ynto raven 
wolues; f ut himſclf intotke field, andf by 
the Motes with more courage then good yo 
| ceſs: for by the permifſion of Almighty God 
the Chriſtians were beaten, and kip Ra 
mirus with thoſe men that.after the defrathe 
could gather together, retired to the moun- 
tain of Claujo. Where being ſorely afflifted 
and deſtitute ofall bun.an belp,he bad recous 
to God by prayer. And behold the plofions 
Apoſtle Saint Jatnes appearing vnto him bids 
him and all lis men confeſs and commuricute 
the next day ; nnd after that to fall vignuſy 
wpon the enemy ; calling w/un God and Saint 
1ames:2nd promiles to 7. bimelf preſent at the 
hattel , and hiv himſelf viſibly. muuntedvpes 
4 White flced , and carrying in bis handd Whit 
flandard, as Patrin of Spain; the care and p16 
teflion Yherof our Lurd bad commented totim; 
and that he Yeould gize & total defeat and oun- 
throw to that vo and flun bing army} the 
eMores Which Was to exconnter bims All wa 
don according as the Apoſtle foretold.For 
there were slain in the baitel ſeventy thow 
ſand Mores; their bag and baggape was taken: 
and the city ol Crlalona with ſeucral towns 
and villages were reſtored to the Chriſtane 
and to the Chriſtian faith, In token of grath 
tude for fo fignal a viftory obrained by they 
aid and aſſiſtance of Saint Iames : the King, 
Piclats, and principal Perſonnages and Grate 
dees of the Relm gaue to the Church Ceds 
cated to Saint Iames the privilege whichthe] 
call of w/wvs, which is kept to this day ,aod 
encreaſes ſtil more and more, And trow 
time the Spaniſh Soldiers began ip their was 
to call vpon Saint lames , as their C 
Captain and ſingular Proteor, Which the 
do conſtantly obſerue in all their battels: 
the fign of charge and clofng with theenc- 
my is aſter they haue n:ade their prayer i0 


God , and figned themſelues with the bo! 
Crols 


treſs , and when they were moſt of all fie, © 
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and reliet ſrom Saint Iames who ſrowd hin. 
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Saint James the Great, Apoſtle. 
| 


Croſs , to call vpon Saint Tames .in theſe 


 yords : Saint Fames, Spain ts Cl fighting. And 
If. (©; aproof that this inuocation 1s not vain 
* nd to no purpoſe : great miracles have fol- 


:1 djucrs encounters which the Spani- 
— had with the Mores in Europe , 
and with pagans in the Indies. For the holy 
Apoſtle hath bin often ſeen bravely armed 
ind mounted, as we {aid , beating down and 
killing the infidels : and protecting and luc- 
couring the Chriſtiaus. And euen in iuſt wars 
vith other Chriſtians, the Spaniards by his 
help hauc had ſtrange and wonderful ſucceſs: 
:nd bappily gon thorough with moſt hard 
.nd difficult enterprizes, which ſeemed not 

offibleto be compaſſed by any force or in- 
Uuſtry of men. Wherfore the whole Spaniſh 
nation , not to be vngrateful for ſo many and 
ſo great fauors of their worthy Patron and 
protetor, bauc alwais born him A moſt re- 
\crent 1eſpeRt and fingular deuotion : and 
baue inſtituted an Order of the Knights of Saint 
anes, wherin the greateſt part of the Spa- 
1h Nobility deuote themſelues to the ſervice 
ofGod and bis Apoſtle Saint Iames : yea the 
Kings of Spain are the Maſters of this order 
of Knights , which is cio ſmall honor den to 
the glorious Apoſtle. Some do ſay that this 
Order of Knighthood had.its beginning from 
the battel of G/awtio 1n the time of King Ra- 
micus., when Saint Iames appearing viſibly in 
the ight,gaue that notable diſconficure and 
euerthrow to the Mores, which we ſpoke of 
belore, It may very well be that this was the 
cu(cof the inſtitution of it. Yetthe Chroni- 
cks afign the time that this was brought into 
the-form of an, Order, approued by the holy 
Church, to the Raign of King Alfonſus the 
ninth, who began his Raign in the year of 
our Lord one thouſand one hundred fifty 
eght, as writeth Francisde Rades, and An- 
tadzin the Chronicle of S, James , chapter 
tbe ſecond, God grant vs his grace by the in- 
ticeſion of this Apoſtle to imitate his admi. 
fable yertues : that ſo we may deſerue in this 
lik to be defended from our inviſible enemies 
which on cyery fide do. aſſault vs; and in the 
her life to enioy the crown of glory, which 
ttivholy, Apoſtle poſſeſſes and ſhall poſſeſs 
forall Eternity. Amgen. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Chriſtopher Martyr. | 


= HE Valiant and glorious Mars 
SENS * , Saint Chriſtopher , was by 
a; 2ation 4 Cananean : and being 
23 moued by a particular inſpiras 
of tion of God, he came into the 
Province of Lycia, for topreach and announs 
ce the Name of Chriſt ynto thoſe people that 
were ignorant of him : but firſt he armed 
hicmſelt with continual prayer againſt all en+ 
couriters and difficulties, which in this hol 
cnterpriz he was to meect with, He was 
proper and big man , comly and of an excel» 
lent diſpoſition. Wherby he drew the eyes 
vpon him,and gained the afteRions ofall mens 
He carried a wand in his hand : which , as 
ypona time he pitcht it in the ground, on 2 
ſodain became green and budded, Which mis 
racle cauſed the conuerhon of divers to the 
holy faith of Chriſt, And as well by Saint 
Chriſtophers prayers, as by his preaching, 
and wonderful igns that our Lord wrought 
by him;Chriſtian Religion in a ſhort time was 
wonderfully propagated ; and the Church 
madea moſt proſperous progreſs; vntill De- 
cius coming tothe Empire, Saint Chriſtopher 
was taken in Samos, which is 2 city of the 
Province of Lycia. The ludge , whodid exe 
ccedingly deſire to draw him to his ſuperſti« 
tion, and perſwade him to worſhip his idols, 
left nothing vnattempied-which he thought 
might be ot power to work vpon his minds 
He ſpoke him fair , and promiſed great res 


him with all manner of torments ifhe refuſed 
to do what he was vrged vato. But finding 
his courage to be of ſteel, and that it was t6 
ſpcak to 2 rock to goabout to enticeor inti« 
midate him: he found outa diabolical deuice; 


«a. 


and ſent two lewd and wanton women vato 
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wards if he would yeld: then again threatned 


him , for to ſolicithim to fin : thinking that | 


if he could bercaue himot chaſtity , it would 
be no hard matter to diſpoſleſs him of the 
faith and loue of Ieſus ChriſtwhomsS. Chrif« 
topher defended and maintained to be God, 
Thele impudent creatures entred the priſon 
where the Saint was: but preſently were ſci- 
zed ypon by ſo dreadful 4 fear and horror ; 
that they werc made to 2cknowlege and de- 
teſt their wickednes , andto caſt themſclues 
at Saint Chriſtophers feet : whom they bes 


| ſought with many tcars #0 obtain pardow and 
P 


_ mercy 


597 


on ſo well inſtru and confirm them in the faith 


23+ 
Ivy, 


mercy for them of «Almighty God. And he did 


of our Lord Iefus Chriſt, that they came ſoon 
to lay down their lives for the ſame together 
with others , whom the holy man had gained 
and conuerted by his preaching. And beſides 
theſe , divers others, that were people of 
good quality , did with great alacrity ſuffer 
death, and ſhed their blood for our Lords ſa- 
ke. 

But the moſt vnhuman and barbarous Iud- 
ge deſfairing euer to conquer the invincible 
courage and conſtancy ofSaint Chriſtopher, 
reſolucd at leaſt to ſatisfy his ©wn rage and 
cruclty in revenging himſelf vpon him: and 
to wake him dy by ſome ynuſual and exquiſit 
torments , and firit of all he would hauc him 
be moſt vnmercifally whipt. Then he puts 
vpon his head an iron helmet jo exceſſively 
hot that it ſcemeda fiery _—_——_— and 
ſparkling. 4frerwards hauing commanded a 
form or bench of iron to be made, in length 
and bredth proportionable to his body , he 
ſtretches him vpon it, and kindles vnder it a 
f1c , and continually powres vpon bimlec- 
thing oile .for to conſume hin with a ſlow 
fire;and a woſt painful , yet withal Jong and 
lingering death. But the noble Martyr was ſo 
fauored and aſſiſted by Almighty God, that 
he ſaid to the Iudge with a plealant and ſmil- 
ing countenance : throwgh the pover of Feſus 
Chriſt T feel not thy torments, And ſo without 
being cither hutt or ſindped, he roſe vp from 
that fiery bed : whervpon many of thoſe that 
were there preſent , belieued in Chriſt. The 
Iudge made him be tied to 4 poſt, and ſtand 
for a mark or but for all the ſoldiers to 
ſhoot at. But not an arrow cou'd hitt him. Yea 
on the contrary one of the (Fafts recoiling 
back faſtnediticif in the cye of an officer, and 
put it out. But he taking vp lome ot the ſa: 
cred Blood which had fallen from the Martyr 
whulit he was fcourged , and applying it to 


+ his eye, recoucred fight both of Body and 


ſoule. Infine the glorious Saint had his head 
cut of, But when he was vnder the ſword of 
the execationer, before the fatal blow was 
giucn, he madean humble prayer to Almighty 
God , and begged ot him , that neither hail, 
wer fire , nor ſtorm, nor famin, nor plague might 
#705 the place Where bis body should be buried. 
After which prayer , he rendred his foule into 
the hands of his Creator , who had made 
him vi&torious ouer death and torment, Saint 
Chriſtopher conuertced vnto God by his prea-) 
ching eight and fourty thouſand perfons | 
vant Ambroſe ſpeaks of this glorious Saint! 
and Martyr : and in the -pretace of the Mats. 


which he puts for his teaſt , bas theſe words| 


which Ile ſet down here, for that they arc as 
it were an abridgment of his life. Lord.ſaith: 
he, tho didſt jo furnich and adorn Saint Chriſ- 


Saint Chritopher Martyr. 


| themſclues 1n the obſerwance of the 


topher with wertue, grace ond ſcience. that | 
his diuine doffrin nnd miracles be conger(y} 
eight and fourty theuſand perſons , vifpe fi 
the darknes of gentility. and tt ſcouering a. 
them the light of faith. He reduced to thy glory 
# thaftity Naceta and Aquilina, lewd yt. 
ans , that had long weltred in the ordure of fix, 
teaching them to confeſs thy taith , tg dy for it 
and receive the cron of eMzartyriom. «More: 
oner when be loy an the fire vj 0a an inn tl 
be feared not the raging heat: nor conld be he 
pearced by 4 million of arruWs Wbich the ſuldier 
for 4 Whol day Were booting at him': one of 
Which arroWvs ſirnck out the eye of an exe. 
cutioner : but the Blood of the Llefied Marty 
that was ſoaked into the ground rnd 
him bis eye , and curing bis oo blindnes 
gaue alſo fight to his ſowle He obrained pardan 
for finners ; and grace thaty diſeaſes and infuni. 
tees might be cured at his interceſſion, Thus 
writcth' Saint Ambroſe, The Martyrdom of 
Saint ChriRtopher was on that Gay, in which 
the holy Church doth celebrate it, to witt 
the five and twentieth bf Iuly, in the year of 
ot our Lord two hundred fifty four,|in the 
Ragin of Decius Emperor , according tothe 
Roman Martyrologe , and Cardinal Bux, 
nivs. Saint Chriſtopher is vſually piRyred 
with the' Infant Teſvs on his ſhoul ers, pz- 
fling over 2 river. Of which I know no 6 
ther ground then that Saint Chriſtopher 
paſſed through many waters of aMiftions, 
pains and torments , with the ſirergth and 
vertue' which our Lord Jefbs gaue him, The 
reaſon alſo why his piture is ordinarily put 
in ſome high place, is probably for the grce 
which God hath given hith to defend vsfiom 
forms and a what hiw- 
ſelf begged of God , as we faid before, ©” 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT AN, 
Mother of the ener glorious Viwgi 
Mary. : 


=; HE Bleſſed Saint Ano,Mothe! 


IP N&y of the boly Virgin Mary, Me 
2 ther ofour .Saujour leſusC 
a): was born at Bethleem: and vs 
= davghtcr of Stolarsus who!) 
an other name was called Gax71#5 » 4% 0 
Emerentiana. She was wife to Saint Tow 
a Galilcan, of the city of Nazarcth- They 
re both of the Tribe of Juda , deſcendes 


the Royal line of Dauid, They _— 
God 
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Godand attended to prayer and good works, 


=37" but moſt particularly to alms-giuing:for they 


Juidedtheir yearly rents they received ,into 


uf threeparts : wherot one they alotted for the 


keeping of their hous and family , on other 
they fpent vpon theTcmple,and the Miniſters 
ofit:and the third they diſtributed among the 
00r; It was 2 great afti&ion vato them to 
have lived together twenty years without 
bearing achild*: which was eſteemeda great 
bleſſing aniong the Iews : wherfore being ſo« 
\ewh:t confounded , they retired from the 
conucrſation of people oftheir conduion.but 
atlerigth an Angel appearing to S. Ioachim 
told bich that bis Wife showld conceine 4 daugh- 
tor Whom be. Was to cal Mary : Who shoula be 
fled vith the holy Ghoſt, and become more bap- 
py and iPuſtridus, then Sara, Rebecca, Rachel, 
ir any other famous aud renowned woman that 
ever bad bin in the world, All fell out as the 
Anocl Bid. Saint Ann conceived of her husb- 
wof $:jm Toachim , and brought” forth the 
Soyerain Queen of Angels, the glorious Vir- 
gin Mary our Lady and Princeſs, We have no. 
thing els certain concerning the/lite or death 
of Sairit Ann. Some fay ſhe died after the 
Birth of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus on the 
fix and twentieth of TIuly 1n the Raign of 
ORauian Aupultus. That which we can moſt 
confidently and affuredly affirm , is that ſhe 
bath "mit eminer.t place in Heauen. And 
us the prexteſt prais we can give our Bleſſed 
Lady.” is to {ijlt her” Morher of God, which 
te cotspriſes all the priviledges, graces, and 
preewiriences that become that incompara- 
bledpnity: ſo we can not ſay any thing gre- 
ater ſor the glory of Szint Ann, then to call 
ber the «Mother of the Mother of God , and 
Grandmother of Teſus Chriſt, For it can not 
be queſtioned but'tFar the fame bountitul 
Lorg hath furniſhed, beautified and ennobled 
her pureſt ſoule with all thoſe treaſures of 
vertwes, it was fitting ſhe (Fould be enriched 
aud 2Corned with, who was to be the Grand- 
#0iber of the Jon of God. For if water, the nee- 
refitisto the fountain, the freſher and purer 
tis; what a high corccit muſt we frame of 
the purity , greatnes , worth and excellency 
et this hoty and vettuous Lady, that diunk 
{ plentifully from the very fountain itſelf of 
al races and vertpes: and who ada neerer 
Rlaticn to the Eternal word of God accor- 
Urpto the fleſh then any other creature,next 
to ber own blefied daughter, Mother of the 
lame Lord and God? Saint Epipbanius and 
Sant lohn Damaſcen have written of Saint 
f00: there js aljoextantan Epiſtle amongſt 
Sint Icroms, which is the buodredand tenth: 
Wierin the Author treats of Saint Ann , and 


tbe birth of her daughter , the cuer bleſſed | 


and glorious Uirgin: The Roman Martyio- 
oo: att her Martyrologes do make men. 


| tion of her.Pope- Gregory the thirtienth in 


the year of our Lord one thouſand five hun- 
dred eighty four commanded Saint Anns feaſt 
to be kept as a double , through out the 


_ Church on the fix and twentieth of 
uly, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Pantaleon Martyr, 


*, AINT Pantaleon , renowned 
" Martyr of our Lord , was born at 
N icomedia', a City of the Province 
*— 9 of Bithinia, inthe greater Afia.Hig 
father was called Za/torgins, 4 weltby and 
noble man, but an idolater : and his mother 
was Eutula, a Chriſtian , who died whilR 
Pantalcon was very young. As ſoon as he ca« 
me to be of age to ſtudy , his father ;applyed 
him to Rhetorick and Philoſophy : wherin 
the viuacity of his excellent wit made him 
moſt eminent amongſt all his companions, 
He was4 youth excellently well bred , iaid, 
modeſt, prudent , well ſpoken, affable, and 
of ſo ſweet a diſpoſition , that he won the 
loue and afteQion of every man. He thought 
that for to'become rich and aduance himfelf 
in the'world, his beſt way would be to be- 
come 4 door of phifick, And there being at 
that time-at Nicomedia one Exphroſinus,that 
was wonderful famous in that profeſſion, Pan« 
talcon took him for his maſtcr, and every day 
frequented his ſchool.there lived alfoin litle 
hous one Hermolaus, a Chriiftian , who wag 
2 Prieſt , and very venerable for his years and 
ſanRiity ; and for tear of the bloody perſecuti« 
on kept himſelf retired. Yet after 4 while he 
accoalted Pantaleon , and got acquaintance 
and familiarity with him, in ſo much that he 
began to perſwade him to become a Chriſti= 
an ; telling him that Teſus Chriſt 15 the ſole 
Author of life, and jouerain Lord of health both 
ſpiritual and corporal:in whboje name all manner 
of diſeaſes are to be cured with more eas and cer« 
tainty , then by all the precepts and preſcriptions 
of Ejculapius , Hippocrates , and Galen, Pan« 
taleon bore in mind the diſcourſes he had had 
with Hermolaus, and one day as he was wal> 
king alone,and revoluing them with himſelf, 
he ſaw A litle child lying dead , and by him 


[2 viper , which made him think that this pe= 


lent creature bad killed the child : whers 
vpon being toucht with a particular inſtin& 


{rom heauen, he ſaid to himſelf ; vo nr F 
4 
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pr— x 0, Then drawing nere to the cbiid he 
27 ſaid: riſe vp aliuein the Name of Feſus Chriſt: 
ILY. ,24 thou venemous ſerpent ſuffer the miſchief 


thou baſt procured to this litle innocent. And 
immediatly the child revived , and the vi- 
per died in the very place. Vpon this mira- 
cle Pantaleon went ſtraight to Hermolaus, 
and having recounted it vnto him, asked to 
be baptized. Hermolaus granted him what 
he defired , to the great ioy and contentment 
of them both ; and kept him with bim ſeven 
days , for to inſtru him more fully in the 
Myfteries of that faith he had ewbraced:which 
being expired , Pantalcon went home, and 


within a litle while there comes to bis bous 


2 blind man, who told him that be had waſted 
the greate# part of his means tn fees giuen 10 
the phifictans for to be cured by them : and after 


they bad tryed wpon bim all theirremedies , and | 


put him to infinit pain and torment, all the belp 
he got Yas this , that wheras When be firſt made 
w/e of them he could ſee 4 title , they with their 
remedies bad put out his eyer and made him 
ſtone blind. Saint Pantalcon calling vpon tbe 
Name of Teas put his hands vpon the blind- 
mans cycs, and beſougbt our Lord to reſtore 
vnto him his fight : and preſcntly his petition 


"was granted; for the man was enlightned 1n | 


body and ſoul, and was made a Chriſtian. 
Saint Pantaleons father , that was preſent 
when his ſon wrought this miracle, was alſo 
conuerted to the holy faith, and within a few 
days after bis Baptiſm , made a happy end. 
Now. the fame of Saint Pantalcon was ſpread 
abroade and he was held to bea moſt exceb 
lent and incomparable phiſician, for the ma=» 
ny ſtrange cures be wrought by divine power 


ypon perſons , whom other doQtors -had gi- 


ucn Ouer as deſperate, This made others of 
that proteſſhion for to enwie and maligne him: 
yet not knowing how to obſcure the glory 
of-bis wondertul works, that were fo clear 
and manifcit to all the world: they reſolued 
to accuſe him betore Maximian the Emperor 
who was then at Nicomedia : and the more 
to incenſe the Emperor, they told him that 
Pantaleon dreſſed and bealed the wounds of 
Chriſtians Wbom bis Mazefty bad tormented for 
prefe//ing that jef?. Maximian having heard 
all their accuſations , ſeat for that bliad man 
whom Saint Pantaleon had reſtored ſight 
vato,and commandcd lic ſhould be beheaded 
for maintaining conflantly that he had reco. 
ucred his fight by the power of [eſus Chriſt 
and not of the painim Gods. Saint Pantaleon 
bought the Maityrs body of the executioners, 
and buried it nere to his own father. Then 
Knowing that he was ſought for , and was li- 
kKely ſoon to be apprchended ,and putto de- 
ath , he ſet all his ſlaucs free , and gaue a- 
monpgſt them 2. good part of his means, di- 


Saint Pantaleon Martyr. 
ſee Whether the doffrin of the old man be true | 
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ſtributing the reſt to his poor Paticon that 


combat he expectcd with the tyrant ;and to 
purcbaſe his long defired crown of Martyr. 
dow. His hopes and expeqation was not 
truſtrated. Fer a few days after , Maximian 
ſent for him ; and aſter a long ditcoyrs had 
between ther , Pantaleon freely and conk. 
dently conteſſing his faith , ava that heya 4 
Chriſlian and 4 Wor»hipper of the only the 
ond living God , the Creator of Heauen ang 
earth, and Would haue nothing to do writh 
ſach as Were called Gods , Wheras they pare but 
blocks and ſtones : ]t was apreed ypon at 
length, that there ſFould be brovght before 
the Empetor , a fick perſon, delpaircd ofby 
the Doors , and judged to be pre Curet 
and that the idolatrous Prieſts ſhould yſe all 
their power and authority with their Gods 
for tocure bim : and Pantalcon on the other 
fide ſhould inuoke the Name ot leſus Chiiſt: 
and the effe& of the prayers ſhould beanaf- 
ſured teſtimany of the true Religion, The 
condition being accepted , 4 paralytick that 
for many years had bin in a moſt ſad andyjs 
tiful plight, that no Dottor could cute, was 
brought into the place. The idolatrousPrieft 


[ 


; 
( 


began firſt with him, calling ypon their Gods 
with all erncſtnes.to reſtore himto his health; 
but all was in vain ; for the poor man was 


| nothing ceaſed, Then Saint Pantalcon kg 


| 
} 


| 


him by the band, ſais vnto him : 72 the: 

me of Teſus Chiiſt, Son of the livins God , wife 
wp ſonnd andYyhol. The words were ſcarſe out 
ot his mouth when the otter got yp moſt 
nimbly, pcrte&ly recouered, and gaue thanks 


| to Almighty God for ſo great a fauor, And 
| this miraculous cure of his body cured diuers 
| that were there preſent , in ſoule , who 


became Chriſtians vpon it. The Emperor 
was contounded , the people aſtoniſhed, 
and the idolatrous Pricits enraged : who 
fearing to loole all their credit and autho- 
rity togethcr with the great gain and pro» 
fit which came to them by their ſacrifices; 
perlwaded Maximian that Pantalcon Yar 4 
conizrer and 4 magician , and if be vere not put 
to death , the Wworship and honor of the Gods 
World come to nothing to the witer rain and 
deſirutJion of bis Empire, Which could no viſe 


ſubfiſt wirhout Religion, Whertore the tyrant 


hauing in vain gon about to territy bim by 
threats and menacings , gaue order he ſhould 
be led into 4 large court ; and there being 
ſtript naked , and Rtetcht out vpon 4 bord 
ſhould baue his $eſhrentand torn with iron 
hooks; and lighted torches clapt to his lides 
for to burn him, The holy Martyrin this tote 
ment liſted vp his cyes and hart to heauen, 
and begged force and comfort ot him, that 


' was only able to afford it. And hisgoodLod 
an 


were vnder his cure : that thus be mipht be 1 h 
wholy difingaged, and in A 1eadines {or the In,” 
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| our Ieſus Chriſt was not backward: 
_ him. what he defired. For he came 
vato hum in the ſhape of the venerable old 
maoHcrmolaus that had conuerted and bapti- 
xd him, and told him:he would cont antly ſtay 
þ bim , and ſubminiſter vnto him courage and 
ength for to endure bis torments.and he tound 
his promis tobe ſure, for imwediatly the cords, 
vherewith be was faſt tied vnto the planck 
xr bord , broke in ſunder , the torches were 
flown out , and the executioners were out 
al breath and quite tired. The Emperor com- 
manded he ſhould be caſt into 4 great caul- 
1on full ofmeltcd lead : which as the officers 
yere preparing todo, the Martyr called vpon 
aur Lord Icfus Chriſt , and our moſt merciful 
cauiour preſently comes vnto him in the ſas. 
ne ſhape which he had taken before , and en» 
ers with bim into that woful cauldron ; and 
inmediatly the lead loſt its force , and waxed 
cold, this cauſed great admiration in all the 
zeople, But the peruers tyrant ſetling himſelt 
nore and more in bis obſtination to cruelty, 
yould have him caſt into the ſca witha ſtone 
tied ynto his neck. Out for ſhame filly wretch! 
loeſt thou think that he who rgſcued him 
fomfire , can not as caſily deliver him from 
yater ? Saint Pantalcon made his recours, as 
before he had don, vnto our Lord Ieſus; who 
zppearing vnto him the third time, takes him 
by the hand 1.ke an other Saint Peter , and 
yalking with him ouer the waves , brought 
tim to the ſhore without any harm. This 
yz told to the Emperor, who ſwelling with 
uy and rage bid bim be taken the nextday, 
adexpoled tor 3 prey tothe wild and ſauage 
healts,Saint Pantaleon, being brought vpon 
thetheater, as the beaſts were ready to come 
fonh ypon him, ſaw our Lord ſtanding by his 
bde in the ſame ſhape and form, in which he 
tad ſo often appeared vnto him; and with a 
loy reverence , and moſt loving confidence 
kid ynto him : Lord if thow be pleaſed to be 
Wray: vith me, what needF to feare? thou nee- 
ui to fear nothing, replycd our Bleſſed Saui- 
our. And preſently the ſavage and raucnin 
lionsand tigers,come ruſhing out wi 
fiercenes and violence. But as ſoon as 
aw the Saint , they became fo gentle 
ad mild , that like tame lambs they fawned 
pon. him, and lay down at his fect , to the 
great aſtoniſhment of all the people : who 
onthe one (ide were touched with commi- 
ration for to bchold a young man of a gal- 
lantpreſence ,and who had infinitly obliged 
the yhol city by great cures and cxtraordi- 
ary fauors , expole@#to ſo great danger: and 
0 the other fide were eucn beſides themſel- 
vs with admiration, that he was ſo prodigi- 
vuſly preſerued and freed from thoſe dreadtul 
onnents;and they all cryed out that the God of 
tot Chriſtians is tray great and admirable.T his 
py Os 2, 


| 


Saint 'Pantaleon Martyr. 


put the barbarous tyrant into 4 wore inraged 
paſſion , which fell furiouſly. vpn the very 


beaſts , becauſe they had bin gentle and mild 


towards the Saint, And Maxiauan more cruel 
and ſauage then beaſts themiſclues, made them 
be killed, and thrown intoa pit, and couered 
ouer with earth. After this he contriucd & 
vaſt and beauy wheel , armed 
irons, ynto which bauing faſtned-the Martyr, 
he commanded it ſhould be hurled down 
from a high and craggy hull : that being par« 
tly rent with the pricks of ſteel] , and. partly 
bruiſed with the ſtones , he wight periſhby 4 
moſt miſerable and horrid kind of death. But 
our loving Lord was pleaſed to deliver hin 
alſofrom this torment, and vnloolening him, 
permitted the diſmal cngin , that with 4 moſt 
violent impetuolity was rouled down the 
mountain , to fall ypon divers of the idolaters, 
and cruſh them to death in 4 moſt ſad and 
woful manner, Maxiwian ſecing all his de« 
ſigns fruſtrated ; and the torments he had in- 


vented, to want the etfef he pretended , and 
to work n_—_ vpon the conſtancy of the. 


Martyr :was deſirous to know, who had big 
his maſter , and had taught him this Religion, 
that he might vtter his choller and butrernes. 
againſt him. And Saint Pantalcon,though he 
was not ignorant with what malicic.us ad 
curſed intent the tyrant asked him that que« 
ſtion ,yet knowing that Hermolaus was on 
fire to dy for the confe lon ot Iefus Chriſt 2 
and willing to hauc hun his companion in 
Martyrdom,who had bin his Maſter in faith, 
declared vnto him that be had learnt the Yay 
of [aluation of Hermolaus: who was immedia« 

y ſcat for :and cane moſt ioytully ; for thax 
the night before,our Lord had appeared vnto 
him , and told him that the next day he rhould 
enter into Heauen, The tyrant asked bin (cuc- 
ral quſtions, vnto which the venciable old 
man, lifting vp hiscyes to Heaucn, antwered 
with wonderful great conſtancy and refoluti- 
oneAt the ſame time God ſent a terrible carthe 
quake, wherby all the idolls oftheTewple wes 
re ſhakenand broken into ſhivers: wheratMas 
ximian waxed exceeding angry., and was not 
leſs troubled that he loit his labour with Her- 
molaus, whom he could not bring to his bent 
by the multiplicity of torments he put him vn» 
to. wherfore atlalt he gaue ſentence he ſhould 
be beheaded together with IG and 
Hermocrates , Brothers. Then he fell again 
ypon Saint Pantalcon, and to diſcharge vpon 
him his vtmoſt malice and ſplcen he had cone 
cciucd againſt him , for icing himſclf moſt 
ſbamefully ouercome by 4 young man ; he 
commanded he ſhould be whipt4 new with 
all cruclty imaginable : and then hauc his 
head cut off, and his body burnt. The holy 
Martyr was led to the place of execution, 


| wuch rejoicing to find himlglf at the very gae 
| 2 s 


with ſharp. 
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the' executiofier having lſted vp his hand, 
andler hisfword fall with atl itsforce vpon 
the Martyrs neck, made not the leaſt 1mpreſ- 
fion or ſign vpon it :and the ſword grew to' 
be as pliant and ſoft as wax, Wherat both he 
arid the reff' of the officers being ſtrangely 
ſurprized and: aſtoniſhed , fell down at the 
Stmts feet and begged pardon of him : thin- 
king himto be more then 4 min , who had 
{s' wondertully overcome both torments and 
tormeritbrs. The Bleſſed Martyr prayed vnto 
out Lord fot'to pardon then) , and heard a 
voice that told him his prayer was heard and 
2bhr be sbowld bento more call-d Pantaleon,but 
Pantaieemob, for that ty his means many Were 
#0 obtain mercy of «Almighty Goa. Wherupon 
be himiclf cncomaged the executioners, that 
lay* there tiewbling , to do' their duty ,and 


execute the: fentence, And then his head be-' 


ipgcut of, theic ſtzeamed from his neck milk 
ihſieed of 'bl6bd : and the oliue tree, vnto 
which he was taſtned , was immcdiatly loa» 
den with fruit: Which when the tyrant heard 
of ;;he' commanded the tree to be rooted vp: 
Ard the Mittyrs body, according to the ſen- 
rence giuen betore, to be burnt. But his orders 
were not obeyed , for thatthe officers durſt 
not tmedle-ahy more with the ſacred Corps : 
Wherfore the taitbfe 1 Chriſtians took tte con» 
fdenceand |tberty to take it away ,abd bury 
Rat 4 farm hous 1n the countiey, belonging 
to one Adatrantizs. In the City of Rauello, in 
the kindom ot Naples, there is to this day 
kept in the Cathedral Chyrch alitle glaſs vial 
$I! of Saint Pantalcons Blood; which cuery 


year on the tcaſt 'ot his Marty:zdom;which 1s 


the ſcuen and rwenteth of July , melts and 
grows liquid; being at cther times hard and 
congeated. On the fame day it'1s allo caried 
Mm Procecilion, as likewiſe at other times tor 
fome great” neceſſity. And there arte many 
Seat and miraculousefiefts wrought be rhe 
Mmterceflion'of this holy Martyr, who fuffere@ 
in the year 'of our Lord three hundred and 
elcnen, on 'the' ſcuen and twentieth of Ivly, 
a3-we ſaid. On which day the holy Charch 
Toleninizes his feaſt, | 
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THE-LIBE OFSAINT NAZARIVS, 
a Same Celſus , Martyrs. Et 


CEEDEFFSPES PIEEDE LESS 
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i 7 'HE Bleſſed Nazarius'wasborn 


LY 


” in Rume, His Father was'an A- 


* | 
— "2 
1 

of 


ie eApaſte; and recerged Bupuuima by 


& fiican, and hig Mo(her i'Ryman / 
IF I ady , both'ot them noble/acil | 


Pome 


| Saihr Pantafeon-Martyr. 
- ter of Heaven ;which "Rood open for to xt+ | 
—7" ceig& him. They tied him toan olive tree, And + 


= 11ch.He was the vary otSaint | 


the'Hands'bf Stirit Linus; who was Saint pe: 
ters Coadititor, As he waxed-in years, (6 dig8 


he encreas in vertue : andthe fame of his (an, 2 o 


&ity was ſo biuited abroad, that many from [V1 
ſeucra! parts had recours vnto'him for to: wk 
counſel of him, and remedy in their difttes 
and neceſhties, For his vertue and prudence 
ſhined at Rome as a'ſtar inthe firmament,ye 
was moued by a particular inſpiration ofoys 
Lord to leaue the city. Wherfore taking no 
(mall quantity ofmony withhim;he begayh 
iorney:and in alt villages and! town throgoh 
which he paſſed, he preached Jeſus Chrif 
and paue large almes to the poor, 0ining to, 
gether ſpiritual and corporal works of mercy, 
He .came to Placcntia , and from thence v9 
Milan: where he was apprehended by com. 
mandment of the Gouernor Anolinus for pre- 
aChing the faith of lcſus Chriſt, The Gover- 
nor labored much to perſwade himtoadore 
his vain and fooliſh Gods: but not being able 
to prevail with him, he cauſed his venerable 
face to be cruelly and ignominiouſly buffered, 
ad afterwards thruſt him out of the city, 
Nazarius eſteemed it 4 great honor to be thus 
inured and affronted for the loue of our 
Lord. departing trom Milan he wasconduded 
by Alaughty God intoFrance , and _ 
ned all places hecame at, with the radiant 
ſpleadors of the Goſpel. Whilſt he was at 
Melia , 2 city ot France ; 4 Lady of quality: 
Whoſe Name was «Harianilla, brought vnto 
him her litle ſon , and conſigning him into 


' his hands faid : hz litle childs hall wntinudlh 


bear you tompany , whitherſoewer you g0 ,wntil 
yon come $0 preſent hom to the divine Maieſh, 


' And with this took her leave of him: Saint 


Nazarius accepted of the child, and Chriſtn- 
ing him named him Celſws, and alwayscati 
ed him with him. And the ſweet child fuſer 
&d with his good Maſter much hardſhip,pafe 
ing through divers afflitions and torments 
Jn France they were 1e1zed vpon by come 
iwandment of a certain" Preſident , by nane 
Dinouavs , who whipt the boy Celſus very 


fore ; ad he enduring the ſtripes withamat» 


ly courage, with his litle tammering voice 
faidto the Iudge., God, whom I ſerwe;yillinige 
thee. Net long after this the Emperor New 
was certified that Naxarius diverted tw! 
fromthe 'worrhip of the Gons , andpreached nn 
Feſus Chriſt, i ffirmmg him to be the only God 
and Lord of 'Heanen and earth: and that wi) 
many in France beliewed and followed bis 
#trin. The Emperor commanded he 
broughtpriſoner toRome ;and when he wi 
arnued;himſelfin'periſ8n dealt with him,zod 
cndeauored'to perſwade him to renown 
Religion 3 nnd bonor the Roman God!- But 
finding that his conſtancy was not to be bv 
ken by ary perfwafions ot motiues, be col 
manded'that he ſhould be caſt into a 
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- thelitte Celſus together with him. But when 

the Emperors officers never doubted but that 
' hey were both at the botom ot the ſea , 01 
devoured by fiſhes; they were ſtrangely ſur- 

ized to fee them walking vponthe water, 
as ypon firm land, And being exceedingly 
moucd with ſo great 4 mizacle ; they had now 
a higheftecm) and veneration of thoſe whom 
beiore they lought to deſtroy : and addreſſing 
themſclues to Nazarivs , cefired they might 
be bis diſciples, Nazarius being at liberty 
rafſed over Italy , as he had don before, prea- 
chipg and apnouncing the faith ofour Lord, 
and returned allo to Milan , where he was 
taken again by the jame Goverhor, Anolings, 
vto bad vſed him to ill betore, and baniſhed 
him the city, And infine , having firſt giuen 
notice of all to the Emperor ( becauſe Naza- 
ris was a Roman citizen , nebly born ) he 
commanded that rogether with Celſus he 
{ould be bchcaded. Theſe two blefled Saints 


were martyred vpon the twenty cighth of: 
July in the year of Grace ſixty eight, Yet ſo- 


me do keep their teaſt on the tweltth otIune, 
for that-on that day theyr Bodies were found 
by Saint-Ambroſe at Milan. All thatcity doth 
reverence- them with wonderful deuotion : 
and their ſacred Bodies were put in a moſt 


honorable place : but atterwards their preti- 


'ous Relicks, as 4 molt rich treaſure , were 
dftributed into divers parts of the world, as. 
Bxronius 'obſcrucs in his Notes vpon the 
Mattytologe. 
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TT CIT TLELEE LEN, 
-. THE LIFE OF SAINT 


- ViflorPope and Martyr. 


the feaſt of Saint Uiftor , Pope and 


"S# Martyr , who, by the'death of Saint | 


Ekuthetiys ; likewiſe Pope and Martyr , ſuc- 
ceeded in Saint Peters chair , on the firſt of 
lune, fix days after Saint Eleutherius Mar- 
tyrdom : He was an African by nation , fon 
of one Felix , anda man of great ſanQity,tru- 
ly worthy.to be preterred to that holy chair, 
vherin he fat and gouerned the Church of 
God, ninc years , one-mognth , and cight and: 
twenty days accordingto Cardinal Baronius.' 
This holy Prelat ſhowed a great courage and, 


zeal againſt certain -hezeticks that roſe vp in|] 


bis time ,and impugned the Church : as allo] 
zatitfome Catholicks that refuſed to fol-; 
oy the pratiz of the Roman Church inthe 


(J« the ſame day the Church keeps: 


| 


Saint Nazarius, and Saint Celſus Marryrs. 


celebration of Eaſter. He condemned Theo- 
dore of Conſtantinople , an archberetick , 
whoin the perſecution of Marcus Avrelius 
hauing denicd bis taith in Chriſt, tor fear of 
corments, inuented , tor to excule and iultity 
lumlelt , pernicious errors and hereſies ; for 
which he was excommunicated and ſeugred 
from the Church by this boly Pope, Whillt 
Saint Vitor governed the Church, there was 
4 gricat Controuerſy moued by the Biſhops 
of Aha about celebrating Eaſter, For tome 
were of opinion that the feaſt of Eaſter vas 
to le kept on the fourtienth day of the moon of 


eMarb,on Which cay the Jews wſedto eat the 


Pajtbal Lamb : and our Sautour Yuth his Dif 
ciples aid the like. Others aid it was robe kept 
the ſunday follvYing , on Which doy our Lord 
roſe from ceath. For to relolue this dilpute di- 
ucrs Conncils afſcmbled in teveral provinces 
of the Eaſt and weſt. And Saint Victor held 
a Council at Rome , wherin he commanded, 
as it had bin ordaincd before by Saint Pius 
Pope ,that the feaſt of Eaſter sboula be ſolems 
uixed on the faſt ſunday afier the feurtientb 
aay of the month of «March , as Well fox that 
0ur Lord roſe gluriows on that ray , gs aiſo for 
that the Church Was not berein to folly the 
TeYs. «And mortower for that Saint Peter and 
the Churhof Rome had aivay: held this cuſtom. 
This decree was coofirmed afterwards by the 
Council of Nice , and was conſtantly obſcr- 
ucd by the Catholick Church. And Saint 
Viftor held it for 4 matter of ſo great impore 


Tance to have it generally praftized and put 


in exccation by all; that he was ready toex- 
communicate all the Biſhops that diflented 
from it ., thongh they were both many ire 
number; and very conſiderable tor their ay- 


thority and grauity : tor by thEir Randing (6 


ſift in the contrary opinion, hereticks were 
eacouraped, and madca firong faction ; and 
there was great danycr of a ichilme in the 
Church of God.S. Vitor ordained many other 
boly and profitable things , which are to be 
ſcen in the Decretals, And at length in the 
fift. perſecution which the Church endured 
ynder the cruel Emperor Septimius Severus g 
he was martyred with diucrs others in the 
year of our Redemption two hundred and 
thice , on the cightand twentieth otIuly,and 
was buried in the Vatican. He gaue holy 
orders two ſeucral times in the month of 
December , and made four Prieſts , ſeuen 
Deacons : and conſecrated for ſeycial places 
twelue Biſhops. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Innocent , Pope and Confeſsor. 

A 

DMs in Saint Peters Chair , on the ſe- 

uentienth of May , in the year of 


our Lord four hungred and two. He was born 
at Alba, acity nere to Rome, and his fathers 
N-ime was Janocent. The bloody perſecutions 
of tyrants were now at an end ; and the 
Church floriſhcd with a ſweet and delightful 
peace, by the goodnesand piety of Theodoh- 
us Emperor , and of his two ſons Arcadius 
and Honorius, wherof ihe former ſuccceded 
him in the Empire of the Eaſt: and the other 
in haly and the weſtern parts, This notwith- 
ſanding, Saint Innocent wanted not perſe- 
cutions : for he had great. combats and very 
troubleſom affliftions.For whilſt be governed 
the Church ; Alaricus , King of the Goths 
with a powerful army falling vporrItaly, bee 
fieged Rome , ſtormed it, and excrciled bar- 
barous holtilitics and lamentable deſolations 
vpun the city and people of Rome : though 
he vied much reſpec to the Churches , eſpe- 
cially to that of the glorious Prince of the A- 
poſtles, Saint Peter, This ſacking of Rome 
was the beginning of the fall and ruin of the 
Roman Empire. Almiglt ty God ordained that 
S. Innocent huuld bethen at Ravenna; whis 
ther he went lome while before for to treat 
with the Emperor Honorius about lome good 
agreement to be made with Alaricus, and the 
applying of ſome timely remedy for the pre- 
ucnting this great calamity , which was then 
fearcd. Paulus O: ofius writes that God With. 


AINT Innocent Pope, the fiſt 
of that Name, ſucceeded Anaſtaſius 


dares this buly Pope forth of Rome , as he bad | 


zoken Loth out of Sondow, that be might not 
ſee the affliftion and dejolation , of bis people. 
Saint Innocent had alſo 2 great debate and 
conteſt with the Emperor eArcadins ,and his 
Lady , the Empreſs Eudoxia : tor that vpon 
faiſe acculations and malicious {landers they 
had driven into baniſhment the moſt holy 
ar:d moſt cloquent Patriark Saiat Tolu Chry- 
/0Jo0m: in which baniſhment that blefled and 
worthy Saint was depriued ot lite,to the great 
ottence of God, and incomparable loſs of the 
Church. For this foul and wicked a, Saint 
Innocent excommunicated Arcadius and Eu- 
doxia: and condemned all thoſe that bad gi- 
ven vniult ſentence againſt $. Chryſoſtom ; 
gd during bis perſcgution took, him vader 


_—— 


| 


1 


_— 


Saint Innocent Pope, and Confeſlor, 


his own prete&ion, comforted him with ma: 


| 


| 


ny excellent letters, and finally after his de T 
ath , ſolemniz:d his memory with wonderfyl 
honor. Morcouer Saint Innocent behayeg 


himſelf with great zeal and vigor againſt cer. 
tain hercticks, that troubled the peace ofthe 
Church in his time, to wit Pelagius,Celeſtiny 
and Tulian : againſt whom Saint Aupuſii 
and Saint Jerom , that were of the ſame ape 
writ very learnedly , with whomSaintInno. 
cent contradted aſtreight league of frend(hip, 
He appointed , or rather gauc the reaſon of 
the faſt of Saturday : = ordained that the 
Pax ſhould be giucn to the people at Maſ 
after conſecration, before the Prieſts Commu. 
nion. He declared the Bisbop to be the Nj. 
niſter of the Sac ament of Confirmation , ani 
the Prieſt of Extrem "Union. At the requeſt 
of Ucſtina,a Roman Matron, he conſecrated; 
Churchin honor of the holy Martyrs Gra 
f1us and Protaſius, and called it by the title of 
Veſtina, tor that $he beſtowed vponit all ber 
wealth But now this Church bears the Name 
of Saint Uitalis,and the title of Cardinal, He 
gave holy Orders four times in the month of 
December, and ordained four and fiky.3i. 
ſhops, and thirteen Deacons, He pouerned 
the Churchof God fifteen years, one month 
and ten Gays , according to Catdinal By 
conius : though others aſſign himalonger ti 
me. This Bleſſed man writ many learncd 
and praue epiſiles, among which, one is to 
the ſecond Council of Toledo , wherin he 
reprehends certain abuſes that were then in 
Spain in the conſecration ofPricſts :and(o- 
me to the Councils of Charthage and Mik- 
uium , held there in his time, In which Epis 
ſtles appears his holy zeal , and vigilancy 
in his Paſtoral funAion, Saint Ierom highly 
cxtolls the ſanity of this Pope, and writing 
to Demetriades, bids her exrbr ace the faith aud 
doflrin that Saint Inaocent taught. Many 0+ 
ther Doftors do ſay as much , and enlarye 
themſelues ypon the praiſes of his fingulr 
integrity and goodnes. He paſſed out of this 
life to the eternal , on the the. day that the 


| Church keeps his feaſt, iontly with the feſtival 


memory of the holy Martyrs , Nazanss, 
Cellus , and Viflor Fope, to wit vpon the 
one and twentieth of Iuly, in the year of out 
Lotd four hundred and ſeucnteen. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT MARTHA, 
Virzin , Harboreſs of our | Sauiour, 


MGM INT Marta, by birth an He» 
brew , was born of rich and noble 
hs Her fathers name , as ſaith 
3, Antoninus, was Syr&s and her mo- 


thets Fucharia. Saint Luke the Evangeliſt | 


tells vs that our Sauiour lodged ſometimes in 
Saint Marthas hous , that was fiſter of Saint 
Mary Magdalen and of Saint Lazarus : and 


expreſſes the great care and ſolicitude that | 


this Virgin taoke for to entertain and ſerue 
bin. For notwithſtanding her great qua» 
lity both for nobility and wealth, and the 
multitude of ſcruants ſhe kept in her hous : 


ſhe would not rely vpon their fidelity and | 
diligence ; but ſhe herſclf was wholly taken | 
ypin preparing and accommodating all that | 


was neceſſary tor ſo great a Gueſt, and in 
dreſſing meat for him and his. And thinking 


thatall her, own-pains and labour was too li- 
tle; ſhe defired that her fiſter Magdalen, that | 


va fitting at. our Sauiours feet, and hearing 


his ſweet. diſcours, and feeding vpon his hea» | 


Kcaly and divine dodtrin, might riſe vp for 
tobelp ber. Far ſhe thought that thoughthe 
whol world, were employedin attending and 
ſcrung him, yet all would be roo litle. Wher- 


we eeetly complaining to our Sawour, ſhe | 
MHhred him to. ſpeak, to ber fifler_.for to riſe vp | T5 
| /þ fiſter., fe 4 . Martha together with Marcella. .whohad bin 


#nd belp ber, But our meck and loving. Lor 
Wd not indeed 1eprehend or miſhike the (oli- 
Citude and .ernefines full of afteQ1on , wher- 
'vith Martha beſtirred herſelffor toſerue bim: 
jetdid yery much commend the quit repoſe, 
ith which Magdalen, free from other cares, 
;WMended only to that which was of greateſt 


«portanee.,-to. hear and cnioy God How |. 


;Anilizrly:and affably our Sauiour caricd him- 
n towards theſe two. Silters, and how free 
kX was of bis fauors to them, appears bythe 
.Condence with which they made their. re» 
,c0urs vnto him:: for when their brother La: 
, Arus was ſick they perceiving that he was 
; Þ danger of death ; writ, 1 theſe words: to 
Chriſt : Lord: whom thou loweſt is fick; without 
adding any thing els : for they knew that tho- 
ſe few words were ſufficient for to moue our 
Lord to comp. and reſtore him his health , as 
he did, Though'for a greater manifeſtation 
of his glory, he perautted Lazarus to dy,and 
0 remain four days buriedin his grauc, halt 
Futrified : for to raiſe him to life , by weepin 
vuer his tomb , out of the compaſſion he ba 
Tom, 2. 


Saint Martha Virgin, Harboreſs of our Saviour! © 514 


of the two Siſters, Martha came firſt forth of 
the caſtle forto meet and welkome our Lord, 
and then ſhe went and called her fiſter : and 
both of them by their demeanor teſtified their 
humility, love, and deuotion for their good 
Lord and Maſter: who is lo bountiful and li- 
beral in rewarding the good ſervices that are: 
don him, that he is pleaſed to reckon for ſuch, 
bis own graces and guifts wherwith he pre- 
vents and enriches ys, He filled that houg 
with bleſſings; and adorned with moſt fingu« 
lar graces and priuleges the ſoules of thoſe 

that receiued and harbored him with ſo much 
loue and devotion, at 4 time when the Iews 
perlecuted him with ſuch extremity of rage 
and cruelty, as to hold therh for accurſed ant! 

excommunicated perſons ; that conuerſed 
with him. Hence it came that the ſaid Jews, 
after Chriſts Aſcenſion into Heaven, bearing 
an irreconciliable and immortal hatred tothe 
faithtul that are his Members ; apprehended 
Saint Martha , and her Siſter, Saint Mary Ma- 
gdalen : and having firſt confiſcated their e[- 
tates ,put them, together with Lazarus and 
Maximinvus, andtheir whol family, into a ſhip 
without fail or oares, that ſothey might pes 
riſh in the ſeas. But the veſſel guided by our 
Lord , came ſafe to Marſcils, And the inhabi- 

taats ſcing this miracle, and hearing then 

preach the Goſpel ; were conuerted yato the 

faith of Icſus Chriſt, And: the. city of Aix 

followed berein their example:Saint Lazarus 

was made Biſhop ot Marſcils, and Saint Ma- 

ximinus, one of the&- {eucnty two Diſciples of 
our Lord , was Biſhop ot Aix. Saint Mary 


Magdalen retired herſelf into. a ſolitary and 


vacoth mountain , and ſpent there the teſt of 
her life in prayer and contemplation, Saint 


her ſeruant , built a Monaſtery in 2 retired 
place , and having gathered together very 


many virgins , that deſired to imitate her it 
. manner and profeſſion of life, was the firſt 


that after the Mother of God, diſplayed the 


enſign of Virginity ,and.made of it an expreſs 


vow, living in 2 community: of holy Virgits 
that had entirely dedicated themſelues yato 
our Lord; with fo great rigor. and auſterity 


; of life , ſaith Saint Antoninus,Archbiſhop of 


Florence, that ſhe abſtained ſtrom fleſh , eggs, 
and- cheeſe, neuer drunk wine, and cat bat 
once a day, She was ſo addifted to prayer,that 
3 hundred times in the day , and as oftcn in 
the night, ſhe bent her knees for to adore 
and reverence our Lord aad Sauiour. The 
fame Author recounts that.ſbe Killed an 
vgly and horrible dragon , by making ouer 
it the fign of the Crols , and fprinkling it 
with holy water, When—the time drew ; 
nere , in whic. Almighty God inten«, 
ded to giue her the reward'and recom= 
pence of her labo , he reucaled yato her 
2 yea. 


_ I year before, the end of her happy cours : 
and for the greater encreas of her glory, 
would haue her all that year, to be fick of 4 
feaucr. Eight days betore her departure out 
of this lite, ſhe heard moſt ſweet and delight- 
fol muſick ſupg by the Angels, that were ca- 
rying with them into Heaven her Siſter Saint 
Maty Magdalen, who appeared vato her at 
the 'very hower that ſhe left this mortal life. 
And which is aboue all , our Saviour Jeſos 
Chriſt came in perſon to viſit her , and faid 
vntoher in 4 moſt ſweet, loving, and familiar 
manner : come my moſt dear hoſteſs , come unto 
me : for as you barbored me in yunr hous vfon 
earth; ſo Will 1 take you nov into mine in bea- 
#en. Inmediatly after this viſion , ſte would 
be laid down 'ypon the hard flore , ftrawed 
with aſhes ,in 2 place where ſhe might lee 
the ky :and in that poſture, holding 4 Croſs 
in her band , ſhe defired one to read vnto her 
our Lords Paſſion out of Saint Luke, and as 
thole words were read : Father into thy hands 
7 do commend my ſpirit, ſhe gave vp her ſoule 
to her' Creator, Saint Antoninus adds further 
Wore , that as Saint 'Frontinus , Biſhop of 
Perigucz , who had bin ordained and ſent 
thither by Saint 'Peter the Apoſtle , was at 
Maſs ,'zn Angel appeared vnto him , bidding 
Him g: bury Saint Martha : and preſently ca« 
ryced him to Taraſcone;where the holy Virgin 
dycd. The* good Biſhop performed the office 
and Tuncral obſequics , at which Chriſt our 
Lord himſelf was preſent , and affified at her 
burial. For fo'Uoth God honor thoſe that ho- 
Nor him, and requires the ſervices which ate 
Yon bim withthe hke , but greater fauors, 
Peter Galcfinus faith that Marcella that had 
bin "Saint Marthas maid ,' wrote her life in 
Uebrew ; and Sintius tranſlated it into latin: 
"though; Baroaius'is of opinion that 1t was 
Written by 2 later Author ;and that it needs 
"forme examination. The Church Keeps the 
"feat of Sdifit Martha'on the dayin which ſhe 
"gied *which' was the nine and twenticth' of 


"Toly , in the year of our Lord fourſcore arid 
"fobr , in the*Raign of Domitian Emperor. 
God has wrought great | miracles for the 


% fory of Saint Martha : and among others , 
Fe cured King' Clodoneus oft France, of'a 
"oreat and ' datgerous ficknes-, as he 'was 
"prayibg at the Tomb' of Saint Martha, 


Saint Martha Virgin, Harboreſs of our Sauiour, 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Felix Pope and Martyr, 


memoration of Sair;t Felix Po. 
F pe, the ſecond of that Name 
PSS and Martyr: who was4 Roman 
born , fon of ,Anaſtaſins, and held Saint Pe. 
ters Chair a year and three months, asDz. 
maſus writeth. He afſembled a Council a 
Rome , and in it condemned the Arian Em. 
peror Conſtantius , ſhowing himſ:If i pro. 
teſied enemy of hereticks , and armed yith 
fortitude and conltancy , as becoms the Soue- 
rain Prelat and Paſtor of Gods Church, This 
courage of his fo incenſed the Ariansagai 

| him , that they: put him to death : and the 
Church honors him, as Martyr, His holy 
Body was found at Rome on the 

and twentieth of Iuly , which is the eve 
of his Martyrdom in 4 Chapel of the Saints 
Coſmas and Damian , in 4 warblecheſt, with 
this infcription : This is the Body of Saint Fi 
hx , Pope and Martyr , Wbo contlemned Cixe 
ſtantivs. This was in the year one thouſand 
five hundred 'fourſcore and two ,inthetiac 
of Pope Gregory the thirtienth of happy 
memory, He adminiftred holy ordersonecin 
the month of December , where he ordained 
one and twenty Prieſts, five Deacons, and 
nintcen Biſhops. And for that in the ſtory 0f 
Saint Felix there are great difficultics , and 
difterent opinions of Authors , concerning 
his being trac and lawful Pope, as alſo 
' boutthermanner and time of his goucrnmeſt 
'and Martyrdom:what we have relatedoſtin 
is held and' received: generally for certaif. 
| Thoſe that defire to be more fully informed 
of 'what concerns him and his Predeccſſor 
\ Saitit Liberius , may read the third tome 
the Annals 'of Baronius, and the firlt toms 


} of Contrbucrſes of Cardinal Bellarmio 


whohaue written of hinz very certainly at 
; groundedly, 
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Gant Simplicius and FauſtinvsBrorhers and S.Bearreſs, 516 


| rely chaſtice all wicked and decentul plots : 
it is good to take notice of what befell Ly» 
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THE LIVES OF SAINT SIMPLICI. 
VS , and Savit Fauſlmus Brothers, 


and Saint Beatreſs their Siſter , 
Mazt) Ys 


Church doth 1oyn the holy Martyts, 

Saint Simplicius and Saint Fauſtinus 
Brothers, and Saint Beatreſs, their Siſter:who 
ted at Rowe, tor the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
jo the perſecution of the Empcrors Diocle- 
ian and Maxiwian. S. Simplicius and Saint 
Fuſtious were apprehended: and when there 
yas ho means for to make them relent in 
the conſtant proſeſſion of the taith and law of 


T Opgether with Saint Felix , the holy 


Ifas: Chiiſt ; one of the Emperors officers | 


commanded they 5 bould be moſt fearfully tor- 
weated; and after that , beheaded : and as for 
their todrer that they sbould be thrown into the 
river Tyber:But their boly-Siſter Beatreſs took 
tea) out of the water , and buried then. And 
then retired herſelf into the hous of a vertu- 
oujadd godly-widow- , by name Lecina,that 
wpht 2nd day attended only to-prayer , pen- 
tance ,*afd works of piety and devotion, 
Theſe two blefled Soules kept one an other 
<dmpany foi the ſpace of ſeuen months. And 
then-our-L01d -permitted rhat a certain po» 
vaſt! and rich man,called Lacretivs,blinded 
vith auarice ,fſhould pretend toa farm which 
'Fratrefs had , for toioyn it toaa other, belon- 
bp to higiſelf;-And the better to bring this 
LO abou without putting himtelt to the 


treuble of going to law forit , knowing well | 
tht Beaticls was a Chriſtian , he ſummoned | 


ter toappear before him and when ſhe ca- 
we ;bid her offer ſacrifice to the Gods, But 
Vhen'{be-moſt reſokutly acknowledged: her- 
kſto be-4 Chriſtian 3and proteſted that be | 


unld-nener adore Gods of wood and flone ; he | 


-knther into- priſon ; and in the night gaue 
-dnder to bave her rangled; Inthis manger 
>the gloriovs Virgin and Martyr Beatreſs 
[pas fron 3 mortal life to an eterpal : and her 
tea Companion Saint-Eucina'buricd her bo- 
'dy vere to her Brothers, Simplicius and Fau- 
ſinus) But afterwards Pope Leo the ſecond 
bult-2goodly Church in Rome, into which 
be tranſlated the Bodies of theſe three bleſſed 
Mtyrs, 

But to the end we may learn ; what difal: | 
K12uaricedoth viſually cauſe;and may clearly 
'Ktthat God doth at laſt diſcouer and ſcur- 


; 48 ſoon as ſhe was dead, he ſeized ypon that 


—_— 
— ——— 


cretius aſter the death of Saint Beatreſs. For 


farm (which indeed was the only cauſe that 
ſhe was condemned to dy, though he wade 
vie of the pretext and color of Religion) and 
| the day that he took poſſeſſion of it, he made 
4 great feaſt , and- invited his frends. With + 
whom as he was very merry and jouial; and 
(coffed at the holy Martyrs , and could not 
contain himſclffor ioy toſee that tie wasmale 
now Lord of thcir land and goods : preſene 
tly 4 litle child that was in the arms of its 
nurs , being on. ſodain inſpired and mioued 
by the Spirit of God , cries out with a loud, 
clear, and intelligible voice : bear Lucretius: 
thou baſt killed, and baſt taken poſteſſion: and 
thow art fallen into the bandt of the enemy. 
With which words Lucretius was ſtrucken as 
with 2 thunderelap: For his color lett him, 

| and his blood was as it were frozen in his 

| veines;and immedaatly the diucl ſeizing vport 
his body, tormented him in 4 moſt lameata« 
ble manner for three hours : after which he 

| caſt forth his vnlucky foule, to his own cters 
nal woc and miſery : but tothe great 'benes 
fit of many , whoby this cxample vaderſRtood 
that there is a reward for the good, arid tanizhs 
meitt' for the Wicked : and that God at length 
taketh off the mack from the (rauduletit and 
crafty : and that goods ul gotten are the pot= 
fon and deſtrution of thoſe who do purchaſe 
them, The Church keeps the feait of theſe 

| holy Martyrs on the ninc and twentieth of 

' July , which was the day on whichthey fuf- 
tered, in the year of onr Lord three hundred 
-and two , ynder Diocletian and Maximian, 
-All Martyrologes make mention of them, the 
Roman , and thoſe of Bede , Vſuardus, and 
Ado.Thcir Martyrdom is briefly ſet down: in 
the As of Saint Anthimus Martyr. 
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and Saint Sennen , Martyrs, 


nen'were Perfrans , and very noble, 

rich, and conſiderable Perſonages in 
their countrey, They were Chriſtians , and 
when they ſaw the ſeruants of God put to 
moſt dean and bloody tormentsin the perſe- 
cution of Decius: they employed themielutsy 
encouraging and comforting! the minds / bf 


T HE holy Martyrs, «Abdon ani Sen4 
| 


thole that were affjicted forthelaith andlouc 


Ls 


Ivy. 


THE LIVES OF SAINT 4BDON, 


30, 


IVEY; 


aVLY, 


of Chriſt ; and in burying the bodies of thoſe 
who by 3 temporal death had purchaſed e- 
ternal life, This was told Decius, who com 
manded they ſtould be brought betore him: 
and hawrg exawincd them , and found by 
their own conteſſion that they were Chriſti- 
ans, be ſent them loaden with iron chains 
into priſon, there to be kept with other cap- 
tive Perſians vntil he retuxned to Rome. For 
he reſolved ſoon to go back , and enter the 
city in triumph , accompanied with all the 
Perſians he had taken in that war , that they 
might ſet forth his ſolemn and triumphant 
entrance with much ſplendor and magnihi- 
cence. All was don as he bad contrived it. 
For returning to Rome , he ſolemnized his 
triuwph with much pomp and mateſty , lea- 
ding i numerous troop of captives taken in 
Perſia: amongſt whom were the bleſſed Mar- 


tyrs, «Abdon and Sennen , richly and gorge-- 


ouſly attired, as noble men ; but loden, with 
bands and giues of iron, like (laues, 

Some while after the triumph was paſt, 
Decius calls for Claudius , chief Prieſt of the 
Capitol; and bids him bring an idol, and pla- 
ce it ypon an altar : and then turning tothe 
Saints, exhorts them to adore that God, for by 
this means they should reconer their literty , no- 
bility, and riches. But the Saints anſwered with 
2 firm and (etled re{olution , that they adored 
Feſus Chriſt whom they oniy acknoVliedged to 
be true God , unto whoje honor they bad alredy 
2nade [acifice of themſeines. Decius threatned 
to expole them to be deuoured by wild beaſts. 
But they laughed{at his threats. Then they we- 
1c haled into the Amphitheater , where there 


was ſtatue of the ſun, betore which the wic- 


ked officers would force them to bow their 
knees. But the Martyrs (pit vpon the ſtatue : 
for which cauſe they were moſt vnmercitully 
ſcourged,and beaten with whips armed with 
pellets of lead, and then, naked as they were, 
and full of fore wounds , though clothed 
with Chriſt , and beabtined with his diuine 
grace ,they were ſctin the midle of the am 
phitheater :and there were let out ypon them 
two moſt fierce Lions and four furious and 
rauenous bears : but when they came nere 
to the Saints, they fell down at their feet. Va- 
lerian the Tudge aſcribing this mitacle to art 
magick , commanded the Martyrs ſhould be 
executed in the very place. And immediatly 
they were hewed and hacked in pecces with 
- inoumerable blows, vntill their happy Soules, 
" enuironed with glory,mounted vp-toHeauen 
-leauing their bodies rolled in duſt ,and em 
 brued in blood: in which condition they lay 
thice days for the terror of the: Chriſtians. 
But Quirinus 2 Subdeacon ( who is ſaid to 
have written theliucs of theſe glorious Mar- 
tyrs ) ſecretly. in the night took themaway, 
and put them into. a cheſt of lead, and kept 


Saint Abdon and Saint Sennen , Martyrs, 


them in bis hous with great devotion, In the 


| 


| ofs of a great wit. Aſter ſome years he wi 


PIT ELLS 


- Captain. It happened in the year onethou- 


Raign of Conſtantin the Great they were 


found by divine Reuclation ; and tranſlaeq 3% 
into the Churchyard of Pontianus, The boly ly 


Church kceps the feaſt of theſe Saints on the 
very day of their Martyrdom , w hich was (he 
thirticth of July in the year of grace two hun- 
dred fifty four , whilſt Decius was Emperor, 
Mention is made of them inthe Roman Mar. 
tyrologe and Breuiary, Uſuaidus and Surius 
ſpcake of them in the life of Saint Laurence, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT IGNATIS, 
of Loyola, Confeſſor , Author and Founder 
of the Society of Teſus, 


== HE glorious Saint Ignatius * 
MS Founder and Father of the Soci» 
z- cty of IESVS,, was born in 
28 Guipuzcoa,a Prouince ofSpain, 
Ws C in the year of grace one thous 
{and four hundred ninty and one, whilſt Pope 
Tnnocent the erght (at in Saint Peters Chair 
and governed the Church; Frederick the third 
ruled the Empire ; and the Carbolick Ki 
Ferdinand With his Royal Conſort Tſabells, 
happy memory,Raigned in Spain, His Fathet 
was Bertrand Fannes , Lord of Ognes and Lu 
y0la,and Head of that moſt ancient and noble 
tamily. His Mother was Mary Sonex of Bulls, 
born of the Lords of that hous and territory, 
a Lady no ways inferior to her husband 
worth and Nobility, Theſe two houſes, Lys 
1a,and Balga, are ofthe principal families of 
Guipuzcoa, and of thoſe that are ſtiledGreat 
Saint Ignatius from his childhood wi 
very ative and quick-ſpirited, and gaue p1o* 


ſent to the Catholick Kings Court, there to 
be brought vp among other youths of his bird 
and quality : and his courage encreaſing with 
his age, he applied himſelf to feats of Chiual 
ry and all manner of martial exerciles,alpit- 
ing to military honor and glory, and togtt 
the name and renown of a great warrier 


ſand five hundred twenty one, that the Freach 
belieging the Caſtle of Pampelona, Ignatits 
ioined himſelf with the Commanders 
Soldiers that were appointed for to defend lit 
The ſiege was very clofſc,and thereap 

no hopes of any timely ſuccor to be lent for 
the relief of the place. Wherfore all incliotd 


to yeld it vp vpon conditions: and they War 
| treating 


. 
= 


[ l 


I 
Ill 


Ivy yeſ laſt , 


- in the very breach they bad made in the 


4no about it, and had effeually conclu- 
it :if Ignatius had not oppoſed himſelf, 
encouraged them all to ſtand out to the 
and maintain their truſt with loſs 
im and life. In the mcan while the 

battered the Caſtle moſt furiouſly 


their great guns : and whilſt Ignativs 


wall,for tO keep off the enemy,a canon bullet 


lirts bio ON the rightlegg,and breaks the bo-' 


of it into ſþiuers : and beſides, 4 ſtone that 
qus driven out ofthe wall by force of the ſaid 
wllet, falling ypon the leſt leg, did ſorely 
wiſe 1t, Ia the very place where Saint Igna- 
tiyg Was wounded , did Don Iohn de Cordo- 
a Vice-Roy of Navar, in the year one thou- 
£nd {x hundred and ſeven , fige 4 writing 
qlch contains the valor and proweſs, and 
heyound of this champion: as alſo the be- 
onoing and progreſs of the Order of the $9- 
cety of Teſus , inſtituted by him, being mo- 
id therunto by the deuotion and affeion he 
{to this boly Father, and his children: as 
\lo that it might ſcrue fora teſtimony and 
nonument of the great mercy and grace 
zlich ourLord has don to the world in foun+ 
by $. Ignatius his means , this ſo profi- 

hle Society of Ieſus No ſooner was Ignatius 
bus wounded and beaten down ; but the reſt 
yere/all diſcomfited and diſmaied ; and de- 
mnded quarter of the enemy. The French 
took Ignatius, and Carried him to their tents. 
Where being informed of his great courage 
:ndyalor, and alſo what condition and qua- 
lty he was of ; they vſed bim withall manner 
of kindneſs and civility : and were wonder- 
filly careful and charitable in dreſſiing-and 
aring,'the beſt they could, his wounds : and 
ar 4 him home in A litter carried by two 
neo, Thisnotwithſtanding , be was brought 
to that ſad dds that there was left litle 
lope of his life. But our Sauiour was ready to 
keþ and ſuccor him in this extremity : and as 
teyas praying with great attcntionand fer- 
wr ſent vnto him the Prince of his Apoſtles 
tte glorious Saint Peter, in whom Ignatius 
kd always put his greateſt truſt and confi- 
fence ,and vſed to honor him with ſingular 
þe anddeuotion.Saint Peter appeared vato 
in on the eve of his Feaſt, giuing him to 


 mderſtand by his ſweet and gracious aſpeRt 


that he was comme for to comfort and cure 
im, With this vafitation ofthe holy Apoſtle 

pew much better , and notlong after, re+ 
covered perfe&ly his health. But as he was 2 
ſpruce young gallant, delirous to appear in 

molt neat and comly faſhion , he cauſed 
theendofa bone that tuk out vnder his knee, 
ad did ſomewhat disfigure his legg , to be 
ut off, that ſo his boot might fit more hand- 
bly , as he hicaſelftold me, thinkipg it to be 
Raſt his honor that ſuch adctormity ſhould 

Tom, 2, 


| Saint Tgnatius of Loyola , Conſeſlor, 


be in his legg. Nor would he be bound whiiſt 
the bone was ſawed off: and though the pain 
was exceſſive great, he held himſelt quict and 
immoueable : ncucr changed color or gauc 4 
ſigh, or ſpoke one word that might argue any 
weaknes : but boreall with ſo muchcourage 
that cucry oneadmircd him , as they had don 
before all the time of his cure. 


518 


3I, 


Ivuy. 


Whilſt he was forced to keep his bed, he * 


asked for ſome books of chivalry or of other 
protanc matters, to paſs the time withall, that 
ſeemed long and tedious to him : but as it 
happened well that there were none ſuch to 
be had in the hous , they brought him the life 
of our Saviour, and the lives of Saints : which 


he ſet himſelf to read , at firſt indeed for ts © 


entertain and divert himſelf: but afterwards 
for the great delight and folid comfort he 
found in them: and Almighty Gods grace 
wrought ſo powerfully in his ſoule , that he 
reſolued to imitate the braue and rare exam- 
ples of the Saints , whoſe liues he read. And 
notwithſtanding the ſharp contradiRions $ 
ficrce temptations, and violent combats he 
had within hunſelf:aad that worldly honors 
and filthy pleaſures he had bin accuſtomed 
agd habituatcd in, repreſented themſelues be- 
fore his cycs, and intine the divel employed 
the veamoit of his cratt and violence to keep 
and withold him from 4 vertuous cours; yet 
the grace of the holy Ghoſt prevailed againſt 
the corruption of nature ; and the comfort 
of heauen apainſt the tyranny of evill cuſto- 
me : and the tauorable aſſiſtance of God a- 
gainſt all the defigns and plots of Sathan. 
Wheretore one night 1lgnatius riſing out of 
his bed , as ſome times he vicd to do, for to 
pray , kneeled down before 4 pifure of our 
Bleficd Lady : and with great humility , fer» 
vent deuotion,and4 moſt aſſured confidence, 
begged of this glorious Queen , Mother of 
God, to preſent and offer him to her dearcſt 
Son tor 4 perpetual ſeruant and faithful ſol- 
dier , promiſing that he would renounce the 
ſeruice of the world,and fight manfnlly ynder 
his ſtandard all the days ot his life. And whilſt 
he was thus praying: there was heard agreat 
noiſe, that ſhaked all the chamber, and broke 
the windows.ln this change of life, Ignatius 
chiefly apprehended the frailty and infirmity 
of the ficth, But the molt ſacred Virgin, ſoucs 
rain Queen of the Angels, to whom he moſt 
deuoutly commended himſelf, appeared vnto 
him one night, when he was awake ,with her 
pretious Son in her arms: by which wholſom 
viſit he was ſo ſtrengthned with heauenly 
grace , and fo cleanicd from all ſenſual and 
impure delight , that he euer after remained 
pure and chait in a moſt admirable integrity 
of Soule and body. He reſolued to embrace A 
ſtate and manner of hte , wherin he might 


affli& his body with much rigor agd pennan« 
S cc, and 


determined to forſake hishous , kindred and 


acquaintance, notwithſtanding,that his. eldeſt 
brother, Martin Garcia ot Loyola, vied all the - 


perſuaſiuns be could , for todiucrt him from 


this defhgn.He pretended to go viſitthe Duke, 


of Naiaia, and tooke with him two ſervants, 
but ſoon diſmiſſed them, dividing between 
them the mony he had , and beſides gave them 
the horſes. they rid vpon :and went to our 
Ladys of Montſerrat. From the day that he 
departed trom home he yled euety night to 
make a {tarp diſciplin, which he neucromit- 


ted during his 10rney. And burning now:wath | 


the loue of Gad, and zeal] of promoting, his 
honor, he referred all that he did ,and pur- 
palcd to do, To Gods greater Glory: for. this 
yas the holy ambitign ot Saint Igoatius,and 


the ſoule and life of all his a&ions. Likewile 


in this iorney he made a vow of chaſtity,and 


offered ,vnto our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his. 


holy Mather, the punity of his:Soule and bo- 
dy , withaſtrong purpole inviolably to main- 
tain it , and A feruent deuotion for to merit 
this ſo great 4 grace of God. In a village not 
far diſtant trom Mont ſeriat , he bought the 
babit he intended to wear 1n bis pilgrimage 
to Hierulalem : which was a long coate or 
caſack of cours canuale , which reacht dpwn 
to the. fect , 2 cord tor his. girdle , a pair of- 
countrey buskans, 2litle botle,and a pilgrims 
ſiaffe. When he came to. thzt holy place of 
out Blefied Lady of Montſerrat , the firſt 
thing be did, was, ikea fick man that defires 
his health ,to coquire for the beit ſpiritual 
phyſician and Conteſlarius, and lay open be- 


orc him all the diſeaſes and wounds of his | 


{oule, And hauing mee with a yery. vertuqQus 
Religious man,whoſe Name was Joba Chan- 
20z,.4 Frenchwan, 2 great ſeruant of God, 
andeſtcemed anc reverenced for ſuch; be ma- 
de vnto hinz 4 general Conteſſion of all the 
fins be bad ever commutted, declaring them 
moſt accuratly with wonderful great ſforow 
and contrition : which Conteſſion took' vp 
three days. And this Ghoſtly tather was the 
firſt ,to whom he opencd his intentions and 
reſolutions concerning the future cours of 
his life. He gave his hors to the Monaſtery, 
and defired that. his iword and dagger, wher- 
with he bad lerued the world, might be hung 
Vp at our Ladies Altar, ſeeking other wore 
bright and powerful weapons, to gain heaven 
and ierve our Lord withal. It was che fiue 
and twenticth day of March in the year one 
thouland five hundred twenty two , and the 
icait ofthe Annunciation of our Bleſſed Lady, 
On which day the Eternal word of God had 
Ciothed itſelf with our mortal fleſh in the 
facred womb of the moſt pure and ſpotleſs 
VirginMary, On this very day in the eyeping 
Saint Ignatius gaue his clothes to 3 certain 


Saint, Ignativs of Loyola, Confeſlar, - 


| ce, and find God moſt perfeRly : therfgre he 


| 


' 


_— 


——_Y——_— 
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ms 


peor man , whom he had perceived t 

ry pitifully clad , and ——_—_ ON his _ 
habit ,came 1nto the Chutch neer to the Al 
tar of our Bleſſed Lady , where he ſpent the 
whol night:in prayer and watching , ſometi- 
nes on bis knees, and,ſcmetimes ſtanding: 


tor to take with this pious ceremony thoſe 


his pew weapons, which ſcemed tobe but 
mean and feeble , but were truly moſt preti. 
ous.and ſtrong : here he recommended hin. 
iclt with A moſt harty confidence and deyg- 
tion to the glorious Viegin Mother of God 

bitterly lamenting his fins , and begging ber 
aſliſtance and texuor that he wight amend 
them , and make fatisfaQtion for them, Ate 
wards.in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and three , the. Reverend father Lawrence Ni. 
cetas, who was then Abbot of Mont-ſcrra, 
laid in this very place a white marble ſtone, 


-1n2 Which he cauſed this which follows tobe 


engraven.: Here 'Bleſied Jgnatius of Loyla, 
With long and feruent prayer, and large ftreans 
of tears , dedicated bimſelf to «Almighty Gill 
and the Bleſied Virgin: bexe clad With jacjath, 
and taking wp his ſpiritual. a1 ms be Watcheds 
WYbol night , and departed from henie jor toin- 


ſtitute the Soctety of Teſws , ia the year of the 
Jame Lord , one thouſand five hundred that 


to. The next morning very eaitly , that no 
body might know him , he.went towads 
Manreſa, which is a village at the foot ofthe 
mountzin three leagucs trom Mont-ſerrat, 


but be ſkynned purpolely .the high rode of | 


Barcelona, Good Saint Jgnatius went on his 
way ioytully ,clad with that roughand cours 
canuaſle , girded witha cord, walking with 


his. pilgrims ſtaff, bare headed, and withone , 
foot bare, for that he wastorced to weare 4 _ 
ſhoo on the other by reaſon his legg thathad - 


big broken, was yet very tender, andſyelld 
cuery night, But God thought fit tocaolaod 


allay this his ioy : tor he was ſoon overtaken - 


by two men , that poſted after him , forto. 
enquire of him Whetber it Were true that b:bad 
giuen his rich apparel to @ paor man Whom tht 
officers had apprebended, /ufpefling that brbud 
rb ſome tody. Saint Ignatius, for to reſcuthe 
poor man; confeſſed what be had don.: but 
withal wept molt bitterly , thinking him 

to be ſo great a ſinner, that he couldnot 3 
much as help his neighbor , but that will 

he muſt dp him ſome harm, and bring hin 


into danger, But though they prelſed him n& | 


uer fo much to tell h:s name , bis conditith, 
and from whence be came, they could getn0 
turther account of him ; for be ſaw it wasP 
neceſlary to tell them : and his only delt 
was not to be known; but to be ſughtcd 
deſpiſed of the world. 
At Manreſa he went ſtraight to the hoſpi 
pital of Saint Lucy , for to live there vp 


what he could get by begging , _ 


if 
'1 
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Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Confeſſor. 


oor} Here did he affli8t ndexhauſt hisbody 


by 3 moſt rigorous andicucre kind of life, and 


| o yith continual pennance and mortification 
Iv 


5 


the *l 


mace mends tor the delights and vain. cu- 
riokties be bad formerly bingiuen.vaco. And 
wheras in bis ſecular 1ife he. had raken fome 
ccmplacence in a gallant head of hair, and 
loucd to: appear ſpruce and neat : he went 
gow continually bare headed. and never vied 
z comb: but out ot a great negle&and con- 
tcwpt of bis perſon , permitted the hair both 
of his bead.and beard:togrow' out of order, 
andd1d not as much as pair his nailes. He 
yore ao.other clothes ther 4 rough coate of 
catuaſe, and vied no other bed: then cither 4 
bod. or: the bare ground: and the greateſt 
pat of the night be ſpent in watching, pray- 
wg,and weeping tor his fins. He diſciplined 
his body moſt ſharply thrice every day; and 
hcatieuen boures ypon his knees in moſt re- 
colleged and tcruent prayer. Euery day. he 
kad Maſs, Veipers, and Complin with fin- 
_—_ and content of his mind, which 
iogpioully affe&ed,dociland tender, recei- 
udpoſt calily al] impreſſions from Heaven * 
inda$it were at 4 heavenly banquet, tealted 
nel with no leſs: delight then profit., with 
the holy: Plalms , Hymas and prayers, that 
were ſung, Or read.inthe Church, he refreſhed 
bs a&ifted and weary body but once'a day 
vitha kicke water and 4 (ma}l quantity of bre+ 


; which he got with begging * and this 


tigorous falt he kept the whol week except» 
ing ſundays : on which he frequented the 

doly Sacraments of Confc{ſion and: Commu 

non, He was fo {ct vpon the curbing and 
taning his body and hampcring bis fleſb: for 
to bring it to perteR obedience and lubieti- 
oato the ſpirit, that he allowed it no man. 

ter of eas or content, but; was continually 
perſecuting it : ſo that in4 very ſhoit time, ot 
along and luſty man he became weak and 
lalxm. Though -this ſo great pennance and 
attiication of the body did nothing nere fo 
duc aMi& and pull him down, as did the 
troubles and yexations of mind,cauted by the 
Iwportunity of ſcruples. For though he had 
vith all diligenceand care , wade 4 general 
Confeſſion ot his fins : yet our Lord thought 
| by this means thoroughly to waſh and 
our his ſoule , and purge it of all its drols. 
Wherfore he permitted hym to be ſo terribly 
Hided with a remors of conſcicnce , and 
ſinging worm, that without ceas or 1ntermi- 
M0 wasgnawing and remting his hart, that 
telpund no 1eſt in praycr,no cale by faſting 
and watching , nor. remedy by diſciphnsor 
Uther pennances 2 but being as it were who- 
 deiefted with the force ot ſadnes, and dul- 
maid and di{couraged with the violence . ot 
lvch exceſſive trouble , be threw bimſc)f 
Folirat on the ground : he ſcemed to belike 


2 poor man aſter ſhipwrack floating vpon # 
bord, and at length quite couered and ouer= 
whelmed with the raging waues 


inan occan of bitter  eauines and ſadnes, The 
trouble went (o far, and his aflitions maun- 


| ted to thatheight , that having in a mannef 


loft himſelf, poor diſcoaſolat man,he reſolyed 
vpon 4 ſtrange remedy; which was neither to 
eat nor drink , vntill he recouercdthe quict 
peace and tranquillity of -his mind. And in 
this ſetled purpole and reſolution he perſiſted 
cight days, not taſting any the leaſt thing ;or 
intermitting- ought of his former rigorand 
auſtcrity : tor he continued his ſeven hours 
of dayly prayer vpon his knees, and histhreg 
diſciplins. , with all bis other exerciſes ofpen- 
nance and devotion , yatil ſunday ; when gi+ 
uving an account to his Conteſſor of what he 
had don , and how he was refolued full. tg 
continye ; he was commanded by him in the 
Name of Almighty God to take ſome food 
and ſuſtenance : for then he preſently obeyed, 
though he found himſelf ſtill Rrang,and vble 
to. g9. on in the ſame manner. For this obes 
dience, and for the true fincere affeftjon he 
had in ſeckingandſetuing God, accompanic: 
with AP eng and molt humble upp = 
trons; our. Lord was plcalcd to nw 
{cruant, to illuſtrat him with pew lightHo 
heauen, ang to giue him a ;great peace and 
ſerenity in his ſoule ; and withgl to commyni-» 
cat vntothim ſuch an admirable diſcretion of 
the. diverſity! of ſpirits , that there was. neyer 
any man troubled with i{cruples or anxiety of 
mind, that had recours to $, Ignatius, whong 
be did-not free by his wholſom and prudent 
counſe}. Our Lord was. not content to. rid 
himof this moleſtation and perplexity he was 
in, and to do him the fauor , we ſpeak: of? 
but vouchſafed alſo to comfort bis ſpirit with 
moſt admirablevifitations and illuſtrations, ag 
we ſhall recount by and by , that according 
to the meaſure a] the affliftions and ſorowt of th 


hart , tbe conſolation: of our Lord might 1efye; 
and rejoice bis Joule,as the Prophet ſpeake 
Plalm 39, j- | 

- "The light which our Lord gave this ſers 
vant of his in the very beginning, andas if 
were nouwiſhip of 2 ſpiritual life, tor a reward . 
and recompente of the diligent ſearchhe was 
de after the right way ! and of his ardent deſt- 
re of attaining the pextetion , vato which he. 
was called , was 1o plentiful and copious 2 
that being Aman till that time wholly taken 
vp with the noiſe and clamors of watT ; and 
ſo litle verſed in learning , that the moſt ho 
knew, wasto readand write ; yet in this his 
retirement at Manuela , he wrote the book, 
which'is called the Spiritual exerciſes : whigh 
is ſo repleniſhed with excellent documents 


and inſtryions in the bighcſt aig 


510- 


3. 
billows 1 
of 4 tempeſtyous ſca: ſo deep was he drowned - 


vir} 
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ſpiritual life : that it is moſt clear and cuident 
| 


atthe Holy Ghoſt was his maſter therein, 
who ſupplied abundantly what was yet wan- 
ting in him of Rudy and human ſcience. And 
3 man can hardly belieue or conceiue the 
great ſruitthoſe haue reaped hereby, that ha- 
ue well exerciſed themſclues in the meditati- 
ons and rulcs contained in this litle book : 
and the profit which hath thence caſucd to 
the Catholick Church, as well among Rcli- 
gious as ſeculars. This book after much cxa- 
mination was approucd by his Holineſs Pope 
Paul the third , of happy memory, who con- 
firmed it by his Apoſolik Authority in a 
breze dated in the year one thouſand five 
hundred fourty eight : in which he cxhorts 
all the faithful to read it ; and to exerciſe 
themſclues in the meditations and rules 
which are ſet downin it, as may be ſcen in 


the ſaid Breve , which gocth printed with - 


the book itfelf. Whilſt Saint Ignatius held on 
this moſt auſtere and rigorous cours of pen- 
nance, affording himſelf no eas or relaxation, 
being at the ſame time overcharged withthe 
{abors he inflited vpon his body , and the 
troubles he endured in mind , he fell very 
dangerouſly ſick. During which time the go- 
od people of Manreſa prouided him with all 
things neceſſary :and with the ſame charity 
diucrs devout perſons of the beſt quality at- 
tended and aſſiſted him ; for all cſteemed him 
to beaSaint. And the opinion they had of 
his fantity was ſogreat,thatcuen to this day, 
it being tourſcore years ſince he left the place, 
Manreſa keeps a freſh memory and 4 moltre» 


verent reſpe& of him : and the inhabitants do 


with ſingular piety and devotion frequent 
and viſit the places where he was wont to 
pray ,crauing fauors and graccs of our Lord 
by his interceſſion. And for a perpetualre» 
membrance and teſtimony of his moſt holy 
and veituous life, Do&or Iohn Baptiſta Car- 


dona, Biſhop of Uich (in whoſe Diocels Man--- 


rela is ſituated ) cauieda Pyramis of ſtone to 
tobe ercaed in Manreſa at the Church of 
Saint;Lucy , which is before the hoſpital of 
the poor , where $aint Ignatius beganto do 
pennance,with an inſcription;,which becauſe 
it is particular thing, and declares the opi- 


nion andeſtimation which they haue in that 


countrey of the holineſs of-our Father ,-I 
thought it fit for to tranſlate it out of latin, 


- and (et it down.in this place: and this 1t is, 


To Jenatins of Loyola , ſon of Beltram , of 


the Prounce of Guipuxcoa , Founder of the Sor. 


ciety of Feſus . Who in the thirtieth year of bis 
age. in the Caſtle of Pampelona fought Hontly 
againſt the French for the defence of his coun- 
#1ey : and being there mortally wounded , and 
yet recouered by a moſt ſpecial fauor of God, ins 
fl «med With 2 defire of viſiting the holy places 
of Jeruſalem , be began bis iorneg , hazing fiſt 


Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Confeſlor, 


made a wo of perpetual chaſtity : and 1... 
the weapons (hich as & foldier be _— nl 
car) ) banged wp in the Church of og 


A ſac and bairdoth , andin this place 


Go1, and the bonor and renown of bis 5... 
Fobn Baptiſta Cordona of Valentia, uk 
Vich, and Prefe#? of Torteſa , for the great 44. 
wotion he bears tothe ſantlity of the ſaid Fathy 
and to thoſe of bis Order, cauſed this flone 
eretied, as t0 & mo? godly man, and one that 
bath much obliged the whol Chri#ian Commun 
wealth. Tm the time of Sixtas Luintas Pope, 
and R aigs of the Great and Catbolik King of 
Spain , Philip the ſecond. 
| Saint Ignatius was no ſooner got yy 2 
ain after his ſickneſs , but he returns to his 
ormer auſteritics: and ſo fell down againthe 
ſecond and the third time : for his 
in vadertaking , and perſeverance in goj 
thorough with that weighty burden of peg 
nance, was greater then hisforces could yell 
bear, But at length being tought by expe- 
rience , and overcom with an intolerable 
=_ of his ſtomack, cauſed by the exceſive 
itternes of the winter : with the aduice of 
his devout frends, he took two ſhort coates 
of cours ruſſet cloth to keep his bodywam, 
and 2 litle cap ofthe ſame cloth to wear vpoi 
his head. He ſtaid almoſt a year at Manich, 
leading that life which we haue deſcribed, 
But our Lord that had ordained himforta 
do him greater ſeruice , withdrew him from 
that ſolitary retirement , and inſpired him to 
go viſit the holy places of Icruſalem. With 
this defign he departed from Manreſa toBu- 
celona, with no other company then thatol 
Almighty God,with whom hedefircd tocons , 
ucrs and treat alone , and enioy his i 
communication without being inter 
therein by the ſpeeches and diſcourſes of 0+ 
thers, who much defircd to be his companions 
in that iorney. And withal he had 4 mindto 
depend wholly of the fatherly prouideace of 
God , without relying vpon any creature. Ae 
Barcelona he went to the Church toheard 
ſermon, and ſat down among the litlechil 
dren , vpon the ſteps of the Altar, Therehaps 
pened to be preſent at the ſermon aLady Gb 
led Eliſabeth Roſel, who beholding thispib 


prim , ſeemed ( as ſhe herſelf told me alt | 
| wards at Rome) to perceauc a light or 


dor ſhinivg in his countenance ; and WI 

eo heare A voice ſpeaking thus in her halt 
call him , call bim. And ſo ſhe did, as ſo0n® 
the ſermon was ended, and invited him ® 
come and dinc with her husband, that v3 


blind, And every onc in the hous _ 


byp of 


Font to J1 
987 Bleſſed 
Lady of «Montſerrat , he clothed bimfelf with 
be ail the fins of bis former life, and 7, pen 
ſolager of Chriſt , to take revenge of bimſelf 
faſting eeping , and praying. In memuy , th 
Worthy and remarkable a thing , jor the glay of 
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Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Confeſſor. 


yery much his diſcours , his modeſty , and 


that divine ſpirit wherwith he eatertained 


b tem of heaucnly things , and exhorted them 


tothe love of God , who 15 the only and ſoue- 
rain Good. This Lady diſlwaded him from 
ting to ſea in 4 ſmall veſſel , as he had in. 
tended , and which ſome three hours after, 
was caſt away 1n the fight of the city : and 
procured him his paſſage in a _ ſhip , 
which witha good wind came in hue days to 
Caicta, from whence he went towards Rowe 
with much trouble and difticulty:fgr that,this 
year,00c thouſand true hundred twenty three, 
Italy was very much inte&ed with the plague: 
for which he was not permitted toenter into 
any villages or towne.So that,what with hun» 

r,and what with other incommmodities 
yhich be ſuffered by the way, he was becom 
ſo feeble and weak , that he could hardly fet 
onelep before an other : and where the night 
overtook him, there did he flay , whether it 
yere in the high rode or in the fields. But at 


lat ,as well as he could , oitcn failing and : 
ring again,he made a shiſt tocom to Rome, 


yherehe arrived on palm-ſunday, 4nd with 
preat reverence and deuotion made the holy 
Sations, and viſited the Churches ofthe city. 
and received the benediftion of his Holineſs 
Adriatithe ſixth ; who at that time goucrned 
the Church ot God. 

He ſlaied fittecn days at Rome , during 


yhich time divers ſought by all means to di- | 


zert bim from his intended pilgrimage to Ie- 
nlalem,by propoſing voto him the :nfinir tro- 
Me difficulties and dangers be wa: to meet With 
ly the Yay Ly reaſon of the fucknes and the Jearcity 
if viſuals , im every place almoſt , be Was to 
146 thorough. But nothing ot all this could 
nove him. The moſt they got of him , was at 
gi to perſwade him to accept of ſeuen or 
tht crowns, which in 2 wanner they forced 
jon him at his departurc-, for to pay tor 
lispaſſage: which mony ſoon after he was 
ory be had taken, And having a ſcruple of 


wonſcience , as if heerin he had offended a- | 


2inſt the perfe&ion of poucrty,which he de- 
ited moſtrigorouſly to oblerue, he diſtribu. 
(dit all to the poor that he met on the way, 
t iseuen almoſt 1ncredible what he endured 
a the icrney, being refuſed entrance into 
Nllages or towns ;and ſteeping in the fields; 
befides that almoſt all that met him, ſhunned 
min 4 manner like death itfelf , becautc 


I the) aw him excceding pale and wan, and 


forlaken by thoſe that went along the ſame 
Vay. But our Lord, who ſaid :7 Will not for. | 
Jake nur leaue thee, vouchiafed to viſit him.For 
in 2 field that lyes between Clo/a and Padua 
appeared vnto him ; and molt ſweetly and 
lovingly comforting him, encouraged him 
10[uffer yet greater things for bis ſake. He allo 
Piocured him 4 facil admitrance 1nto Padua 
Tom, 2, 


- 


and Veniſe, But whilſt he was there he would 


not ſpeak with the Ambaſſador of Charls the gy 


fft, Emperor and king of Spain, nor make 
vic of his authority or commendation, for he 
lought not the fauor of incn, but only the 
tauor of God. Jn veniſe there wanted not 
thoſe who aſſaulted him anew , by laying 
before him other great difficulties and fears 

tor to make him break of his intended iomey 
to wit. 7 hat the Grand Signicr Soliman, bauin 

poſſe(ied bim/elt the year before , of the Ile of 
KR bodes , a; become wery dread{ul both by Je# 
and land ;andin & manner ſtopped Up all paſs 
ſage : beſides that there was ſcarce any place free 
from contagion ani famin. But nothing was 
capable to abate this deuout pilgrims coura« 
ge; nor diminiſh his moſt ſecure and firm cons 
fidence.in our Lord, wherby he was fully per- 
{waded that ifthere were but one only ip to 
go that year to Icruſalem, he ſhould obtain 2 
paſlage in it. Whilſt he was expeCting at Ve- 
nife , he begd his bread trom dore to dore, 
according to hiscuſtom: and in the nightlay 
in the market place of Saint «Mark, which is 
the molt publick place of the city, But one 
night a certain Senator, that was one of the 
prime wen of Yenite , reſting in his bed with 
great eas, heard this voice of ohe ſpeaking vn- 
to him:Well: muſt thou be fo delicatly and richly 
cad, and line in ſtately bows With all manner 
of eas ful accommoudations , whilſt my ſeruant re- 
mains naked in the ſiriet ? muſi thou ſleepin 4 
Joft and aoeny bed , whilſt belzes abroad, pom 
the bardgrouna? The gentleman ſtarts out of 
his bed , quite aſtoniſhed at this voiee. Then 
going forth of his dore , and looking round 

about , percciued Saint Ignatius lying vpon 

the ground. He preſently vaderſtood that this 
was the man ourLord had recommended vnto 
him , he inuites him 1nto his hous , and treats 
him with all kind of ciuility and honor. Bur 
Saint Jynatius refuſed to ſtay long with him, 
being wholy bent vpoa his voyage. Wher- 
vpon the Senator goes to a certain Spaniard, 

his great acquaincance , and defires him #a 

come With him t@ the Poge of Venice , wbo then 

vas eAndrew Grity ſor to recommend wnto bins 
this ſernant of God, and pray bim to gius order 

be might go inthe firſt +bip that was to ſet ſail 
totpards the l:uant ; The Doge embraced him 

very civilly , and commanded he ſhould be 

carried of tree coſt to Cyprusin the Adwizal, 


in which the Gouernor himliclf was to em+ 


bark.On the thirtienth day of Luly in the ſame 
year one thouſand tive hundred twenty three, 
S. Jgnativs went aboard, being called vpon 
in aſ ipecd, for that the ſhip was putting out 
to ſea: and yet having taken phiſick unmediat- 
ly before, by reaſon of a feuer cauſed by the in- 
7 tet of his blood: and an iwpettum 1n 
his fide, the doors told him that be baxarde 
extremly his lite if be Xent tojea that day, But 
T , 
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he guiding himſelf by the direRions of the 

" only and ſouerain phifician,litle heeded what 
other Doftors ſaid ;and never doubted but 
- that that voyage would be his only cure : as 
in deed it proved. In this Admiralſhip were 
committed great crimes and abominations : 
which our holy pilgrim, very zealous of Gods 
lory , reprchended with great freedom and 
iberty, Wherat the mariners being heinouſly 
offended reſolued to put him on (bore 1n a de- 
ſert and forlorn iland , and theic to leave 
bim : but at the very time they approched 
mere it, our Lord ſent A ſtrong gulc of wind, 
which whatted on the veſſci fo twiltly , that 
they were not able to compaſs their wicked 
deſign. In this navigation out Sauiour ſhew- 


cd himſelf frequently to Saint Ignatius, com- | 


forting and cheniſhing him with ſpiritual ioy 
and heauenly delights : and brought him ſafe 
to the haven of Fafa, on the laſt day of Au- 
guſt , and thence to Ieruſalem on the fourth 
of September before noon. | 

It can not be exflicatedin few words, what 
joy and iubily of hart our Lord imparted to 
his goed pilgrim, at the only fight of that 
holy city: what fauors he did him all the time 
of his abode there : and with what ſolid com- 
forts and divine treaſures he repleniſhed and 
enriched his pure and chait foule, whilſt he 
viſited and reucrenced thoſe ſacred places 
which-our Lord and Saviour had ſanftified 
with his corporal preſence ; infinitly retoyc+ 
ing ,and without end thanking and praiſing 
the divine Maieſty for ſo inc{ii1mable Abenefit, 
He took here a reſolution conſtantly to re- 
main at Teruſalem ; as well to employ the reſt 
of his life in this holy exerciſe ;as alſo to aſſiſt 
and ſerue his neighbor to the extent of his 
power ;though he diſcoucred not this pur- 
poſe of helping others to any body, fearing to 
raiſe 4 good efteemand reputation of himlelt. 
But his 1ntent, of ſtaying till and reſiding at 
Icruſalew,he manifeſted to the R.Father Pro- 
vincial of the Order of Saint Francis : who 
repreſented vnto him many reaſonsand preat 
difficulties , for which it was not fitting be 
ſhould ſtay there. Which nfotives together 
with the jecret order and diſpoſition of Al- 
mighty God,that called him tor to do greater 
matters , prevailed with him for to return 
back into Spain , and Fadertake the ſtate and 
condition of-lite , which our Lord himſcli 


thould appoint. But before he left the place, . 


he hada moſt ardent defire to viſit once mo-+ 
re eMount Olhuet , where even to this day is 
to be ſeen in a ſtone the print of our Sauiours 
feet , which he was pleaſed to leave there, 
when he left the earth for tvaſcend into He» 
aven : and tor to ſatisfy this his holy defire,he 
withdrew himſelfdexterouſly from the reſt of 
the pilgrims, his companions : and al alone 


without a guid , or apy Tutk tor to garg him a tcw days aſter, s be was at Ferrara, prJ* 


(which is a very dangerous thing)he ran 1 
in all haſt to «Mownt Oliwet : and not —_— 
to hae ſeen and kiſſed the place once. hete., 3 
turned back the ſecond and the third dine ol 
obſerue more diligently how our Lordſtood 
where his right , and where hisleftfoot was 
when he lett engrauen the ſacred marks of 
them on the mountain: viewing and peruſin 
all with an incredible content and fatis 
tation of his ſoule. And for that he had 
nothing els togiue vnto the gards of the plas 
ce,that they would let him paſs for to ſee that 
moſt ſacred monument, he offcred them 4 i. 
tle knife, and a pair of fizers , which he cars 
ryed about him. And although the goodFije 
arschid him for having expoſed himfelfto 
that danger : and one that had care ofthe pil. 
grims , and was ſcnt for to ſeck himandfetch 
him back , vſed bim, very roughly : yet Saint 
I2natius was nothing troubled, but went 
long with great ſerenity of countenance and 
content of mind , for that he ſaw our Saviour 
leſus Chriſt walking before bim evento the 
very gate of the Conuent, He rcturned from 
lerulalem in the depthof winter in 4moſtters 
rible froſt and thick ſnow , and yethadſcace 
clothesto cover him, He had only a pair of 
drawers of cours canuaſe with an old doublet 
torn, andall open in the back, which hadbin 
given him tor charity , and overthat aſhort 
and thredbare coate of ilfauored cloth , and 
an old pair of ſhoes, but no Rocking, In this 
condition coming to Cyprus, he found three 
ſhips ready to put to ſea : wherof one wasI 
Tuick, the other a Uenetian, a man of war, 
ſtrong and well manned : and thethirdA lite 
paltrey veſſell, quite rotten in 4 manner and 
wormeaten. And in this third did Saint Ig- 
natius embark himſelf : for the captain ofthe 
venetian man of war, ſcing him ſo poor and 
conterptibly clad , did molt ſcornfully reiet 
him, ſaying that if be were 4 Jaint , a thg 
ſaid be vas , be might ſecurely walk pon the 
Water , aad fear not to be drowned. All theſe 
three veſſels went off from Cyprusfor Venice 
at the ſame time , witha proſperous wind: 
but about the evening there aroſe a furious 
ſtorm, wherwith the turkiſh botom with allits 
men was caſt away : the Venetian run herle 
vofortunatly on ground , nere to Cypris, 
and was loft , though the men were faucd* 
and only the litle bark , wherin the {er 
uant of God was carried , arriucd falc it 
Uenice , in the midſt of Ianvuary , in thc 
year one thouſand five hundred twenf 
tour, Jn Venice he reſted himſelf ſome kv 
days, and then began his 1orney foi Spain har 
ving but ſeuen or eight ſhillings, that welt 
gigen him as an almes,anda peecc of clothto 
wear vpon his f{omack , which was exccdin* 
ely wcakned by the extremity of cold, But 
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.oin4 Church, there came about him ſom 

; people to beg of himan almes ; and pre- 
ſeatly be gaue amon t them all the mony he 
' 1x4 :a0d bauing ended his deuotions , went 

dore to dore to beg his bread, as he vſed 
io do, Frow thence he took his way to Ge» 
nya, and paſſed through the armies of the 

;ards and French, who at that time were 
cruel war in Lombardy.He happencd to be 
aken by the Spaniards for a ſpy, who vled 
tim yery bardly : and afterwards thinking 
tio to be 2 00}, laughed at him, ſcorned him, 
wat bim , and ſpurnd him. By and by he fcll 
"the bands ot the French, who were more 
tigd and civil to him. Finally. by the help 
adaſſftapce of our Lord, he came to Genuaz 


phere he took ſhip , and , not without great | 


laoger of pirats,arriucd at Barcelona, putting 
jperiod to his nauigation in the ſame haucn, 
yhere be firſt began it: 
The bleſſed Father being returned back 
gtoSpain , conceiued greater defires of plea- 
log and ſcruing Godin whatſocuer he ſhould 
int him to do: and for the loue he bore 
lin, he reſolued to imploy himſclt in the ſer- 
tice and belp of - his neighbor. Which the 
ketterto accompliſh, after he had commended 


v pply his mind and ſtudy to learning : for 
vioga human ſciences and litcrature to the 


qce ofthe Holy Ghoſt, which our Lord had | 


onmunicated vnto him : and being now 4 
waofthree and thirty years ofage, he began 
v karn the firſt grounds and principles of 
ganmar;ynder a deuout and vertuous Ma- 
tet, by name Hijerom «Ardebal ) who taught 
khool at Barcelona : the Lady J/abel Roy/el 
lolwhom we ſpoke before ) charitably furni- 
ng bim with what was neceſſary tor the 
ulving 'of his Rudics. And although the 
why enemy didnot ceas by ſeueral wilesand 
naftiſes to divert his mind from his book ; 
the prace of our Lord preuailed more tor 
vmake him perſeuer in his holy deſign, then 
il the ſubtil deviſes of the divil , for to binder 
lim. Whilſt he was ſtudying at Barcclona, he 
bund the pain of his Romack to be forwhat 
dxd : wherupon he preſently reſumed the 
Kuſtomed rigor of permance, which by rea- 
knofthe indi{poſit1on of his health , and the 
lbor of a long and hard voyage , he had 
bought fie to moderat. He faſted as he was 
Vont to do before, and cut off the ſoles ot 
bit bores, and walked v pon the bare ground 
ul the winter, though to auoid oſtentation, 
If covered his feet with the vpper leather : 
adin like manner difſembled divers others 
his mortifications, In Barcelona vpon two 
totable occaſions he manifcſted his great and 

oical vertues, his patience in one, and his 
ity inthe other, For hauing notice giuen 


that certain fond and fooliſh young mca | 


did much diſturb and hinder the recolleRion 


and deuotion of Religious women of the Or- 


der of Saint Dominik, that lived inz Mona- -; 


ſtery named from the £70/y Angels , without 
the walls of the city : he perſwaded the Nuns 
to bawe nothing to do with that light company: td 
keep them frum the grate, to auvid all occaſi.ns of 
talking With them : andto attend ſeriouſly to re 
colletion, prayer, and other ſpiritual and dewout 
exerciſes. Wherupon the young pallants, not 
hodiog the entertainment , which they vied 
to have in that Monaſtery, were much vexed 
and troubled : and threatned Saint Jgnatius, 
whom they knew to be the author ot that re- 
formation, and did not forbear ſometimes to 
ſtrike bim : and one day they fell fo turiously 
vpon him ,and miſuſed him 1a that outragious 
manner,that the good Saint was forced to be 
for ſometime vnder the hands of the Doftor 
and ſurgeon: And yet tor all this ke could not 
be perſwaded to giue over his pious enterpriz 
ot helping and cacouraging by his wholſom 
counlel and cxhortation the Religious, as he 
had don before, exceedingly rcioycing to ſut< 
fer perſecution for the loue of Chriſt, As for 


his charity, it appeated 1n this. Coming one' 


' day fromthe foreſaid «Honaſftery of the Holy 
he watter ſeriouſly to our Lord, he intended | 


Angels ; he vnderſtood that a poor miſerable 


man had hanged himſelf ypon 4 beam in his . 


chamber, The Bleſſed Father preſently runsts 
him , and cuts the rope : andalthough all the 
company iudged the man to be quite dead ; 
yetSaint ſpnatius betaking himſclttoprayer; 
beſought our Lord for him , who heard his 
prayers :forthe man returned to lite , repen+ 
ted and confefled his fins , and not long after 
dicd happily. The circumſtances that concurs 
red 1n this affair were ſuch, that it was clice- 
med miraculous ,and diuulged for ſuch thros 
ugh out the city. He ſtudied two years at Bars 
celona : and then in the year one thouſand 
five hundred twenty fix, with the aduice of 
ſome learned men he went to the wniwerfity 
of cAlcala, tor to heate his higher courſes: 
Here he-lodged inthe Hoſpital of Levis of 
eAnte%ans , that was but newly founded;and 

together with logick ſtudied fome other part 

of Philoſophy : and heard betides the Maſter 

of the Sentences explicated: and this he did by 

the counſel of ſome , that dcfired be ſhould 

foon accotupliſh the cours of his ſtudies , but 

litle knew how to help or direc him. And he 

was now ſo infſamed with the touc of God, 

and did fo burn with dchre of procuring his 
neighbor, all the good he could, in foule and: 
body : that he was not contented with the las 
bor and pains that his Rudies afforded him; 
and the trouble of begging his bread : but 
moreover he inſtruted children and ignos 
rant people in the Chriſtian dorin, gaided 
many in the way of vertue, and diredtcd theny 
in ſpicic by payer and meditation ; and ga» 


theres 


thered almes , whetewith to prouide viftuals 
for ſuchpoor, as be ſaw to be in great want 
and neceſſity. This cauſed great admiration 
in the vniuerſity :and ſo much the more, for 
that he went clad with one fingle coate of 


cours cloth , and barefoot : and had three 


cowpanions , who being moued with his 
exawple, were clothed alike, behdesa young 
Frenchman , that newly ioincd himſeift to 
them : and they were commonly called in 
mockery and contempt : thoſe of the blanket 
or cours cloth. This admiration, cauſed by ſo 
great A nouclty , gaue occaſion that Saint 
Ignatius and his Companions were diuerſly 
cenſured and ſpoken otin the city ; every one 
interpreting what he ſaw or heard of them, 
according to his own afte&ion or paſſion. Yet 
thougha moſt diligentſcarch and inquiry was 
made, andſeveral informations taken by the 
Vicar General of the Archbiſhop ot Toledo, 
John Figuerol, who afterwards was Pieltdent 
of Caitiie ; concerning the life, manners, and 
doin of S. Ignatius and his Companions 
there was never any thing found reprebenti. 
ble or blame worthy in them , as the Uicar 


bunicl{did teſtify. Notwithſtanding the berter 


for to ſound Ignatius, and to omit no means 
ot finding out the truth , he was apprehended 
ypon a tallc ſuſpicion , and caſt into priſon, 
where he remained two and forty days to his 
wonderful great ioy and contentment , for 
that being innocent and faultles he vas made 
TYerthy to ſuffer impriſonment for Chriſt . accor- 
ding to bis moſt erneſt Wi:b and defire : info» 
much as when certain perions, ot good qua- 
lity and very vertuous ,defired him to preſext 
4 requeſt for to beſet atliberty , alluring him, 
that it Would be preJently granted ; he would 
not conſent thcrunto : nor take any Poor 
or Aduocat for to plead tor his innocency;or 
deſire any orie to fpcakin his behalf, thinking 
it weedles to make wſe of ſuch defen:e , When be 
vas guilty of no crime. Belides he delired, if be 
bad don amiſs in any thing, to bs correfled by 


the Edefiaſtical Superiours, to whom, be encr_ 


showed bimjcelf 4 mo ## obedient child;andon the 
contrary , if they found be were innocent , that 
they should free him from this trouble , when 
they thought fit : as they did , after he had bin 
detained two and fourty days; the Vicar de- 
claring by his ſentence that hauing examined 
the matter very diligently , be found that Tena- 
1ius and his Companions were Wholly innocent, 
and free from any fault that bad tin laid to 
their charge. One thing happencd whilſt he 
lcd at Alcala, which was looked vpon as 
miraculous, For when the Vicar teſtined his 
 inaocency and integrity , and relcafed him 
from priſon, he commanded him and his com- 
pagnions , in their apparel to contorm theme 
{clues to the cuſtom of other ſadents : and de- 
fucda certain Prielt , Fohs of Lucena, 4moſt 
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vertuous and godly man , that Wag NUGE 


ww . 


employed in as ofchatity , toprocy 

' ſome almes for to buy 4 4 14 wh —— 
eſt took it to hait , and as he was going one 
day through the town with S.Ignatiug,for tg 
ask an almss for him,they came into & frees 
where divers principal and worthy Perſong, 
ges WETE Randing together, and looking y- 
pon ſome that were there playing at bal 
They came yp to them , and a ceitain knight 
hearing the Prieſt ask in fauor of Ipnative 
was much incenſed , and looking vpon hin 
ſaid : viÞ you , that are 4 man of this call 
and condition , trowble yourſelf with bepoin 
almes tor this fellow tbo, if be deſerues uy t 
be burnt, F wish 1 may be burnt myſelf. Tele 


words gauc great ſcandal to all that yere 


by , and knew that Ignatius was aholy m 
and great ſeruant of God, But the yery ſane 
day news camect the birth of the Prince of 
Spain ,, who was King Philip the /econd: for 
which there was teſtiual ioy and great tr 
umph at Alcala, and through out all Spain; 
Vpon which occation the fore named knight, 
went vp to aturret of his hous , where there 
was ſtore of pouder , for to contriue artificial 
fices ; buta ſpark falling among the pouder; 
the tour was burnt , and the miſcrable man 
in it. When this ſad accident was told Saint 
[2natius, he wept moſt bitterly for compaſl» 
on of hun,and ſaid: be foretold this misfortans 
bumſelf this morning , as I paſied by bun : fot 
God knows I Wiched bim no harm , but ped 
for his Joule. This event was blazed through 
out all the city , and looked vpoa as anete 
traordinary judgment of Almighty God,it- 
fi&cd vpon that man , for to declare Saint 
Ipnatius holineſs, and the cſtcem God mate 
ot him. From Alcala he went to ſpeake 
with the Archbiſhop of Toledo , Don ir 
fonſo de Fonſeca , who being then at Valle 
dolid, treated him with all mannerof ciuilit, 
and promiſed him his fauor and protection, 
if fither he, or any of his ſhould deſire itat 
amanca, whither he intended now to go? 

and gaue him beſides ſome mony for tobeat 
the charges of his iorney. At Salamanca he 
held on the fame cours and was as zealous 
ro draw men to the fear and loue of God, 
he had bin at Alcala : which made 2 gra 
noiſe in the city,wherfore ſome Religious 
very good men, conſidering the dangerolt 
preſent times, wherin hereſtes and 10nouaty 
ons in Religion were very rife : and pereen 
ing Saint Ignatius to ſpeak very freely © 
forts of people ; and to be heardand follow 
by a great concuurs : began to apprene 
that under the loke of holineſs and $26 for 


ſecret miſchief mizht be Iurking , which it 0# 


be hard to remeny, if it waxed ftrong. and cont 


to be confirmed and(ctled Ly length of 11s - 
Ic upon they complained tO the _ - f 
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WU! cre in their intentions. And this was don 


tefired him to prowide in tme againſt this dan 
” in andtoſecure Ignatius and bis companions, 
Sai they were found to be ſounnin faith, and 


accordingly : for Saint Ignativs with one cf 
his companions was committed to priſon:and 
they were held there, faſttyed together with 
one long chain ,that they could nor go from 
one an other vpen any occaſion, Butin that 
yery place the Bleſſed Father remitted noth- 
jog of his accuſtomed feruor , but ſpoke as 
feely as euer in commendation of vertue and 
xprehenſion of vice:and ircitcd all that came 
voto him to Jeſps/e the World , and /et all their 
kar and affefton vpon heauen, There was 4 
oreat contluence of people that went daylyto 
hear him : and the truit of his diſcourſes was 


yery conſiderable, But aboue all, the ioy and , 


aticafion which he had torto be a priſoner 
1nd in bands for the loue cf Chriſt. was fo 
exceſſive great that it caa not be explicated, 
Furit vas the height of bis ambition , and the 


wh-defire that Was continually flaming in his 
bart ,for to ſuffer much and to dy for bis good 
Lid, who for to free bim from eternal death, 
ad bring bim to the ewerlaſting ioys of heauen, 
yur pleaſed to dy a mo # opprohrions death pon 
4 Goſs. And this he told ſome that came to 
worafort bin , and ſhowed themſelues much 
concerned at his ſufferings. For he reprehend+ 
elthemfor the pity and compaſhon they had | 
ofhim, becauſe they aid act [ufficiently COBCEIHMe | 
ndvaderſiand the infinit treaſures Which are 
inthe Croſs of Criſs. They were thus reſtrai- | 
redinprifon two and twenty days,receiving | 
fomour Lord wondertul comfort and fingu« 
krfauors in ſoule : and being alſo ſufficiently 
provided of what was nccellary for their bo- 
dies, by the charity of ſome deuout perions, 
that well knew who they were , and therfore 
bore them a great aftcfion, At the end of 
tyo and twenty days , the Official hauing 
yell examined and diſcuſſed the cauſe with 
(ivers learned men , ſet themat liberty , and 
&lared by publick ſentence that they were 
"en of an innocent and ſincere lite , and that he 
a neither /ault, nor ſuſpicion of fault in 
[ N , 


It wasthe holy will and inviolable decree 
dAlmiphty God to make this Bleſſed man be 
0m Father of many children: and therfore 
(tyithſtanding the contrary winds, boiſte- 
08 waues,and horrible cacounters with all 
wanter of difficulties and oppoſitions, be gui- 
& him ſafe to the haven , and brought him 
tothe ſtate and condition , for to render him 
latſeruice, which bis divine Maicſty expec« 
kd from him. For this end he kindled in his 

agreat defire to allociat to himſelf divers 
*panions , and together with them totur» 
1and promote with all poſſible endeaucr 
ud induſtry the ſpiritual goo of his acighs | 
Tom, + So 
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bors : he inſpired him at the ſame time to go 
to the vniuerſity of Paris, which was then 
the mother ofall vniuerſities, afid the publick 
School and Theater of the world. And he was 
ſo wholy bent and egerly ſet vpon this expe» 
dition and iorney to Patis , that his chicf and 
principal frends could by no means divert 
him from zt: they vrged that it was 4 moſt wn 
ſ eaſonatle time.it being 4 moſt bitter and sbarp 
Winter : they defired him to conſiiler What 2 
cruel war Wai then on foot between Spairf and 
Frame, What Hoody effef?s Were eneiy any ſeen 
and heard of it, what horrible maſſattes commit< 
ted in ety place : and the more toterrify him, 
they exaggerated many late aud frech exam- 
ples of barbarons auelty Which the ſoldiers of 
both parties bad exerciſed wpun poor paſſengers 
and trauellers. Yet nothing of all this could 
= him : for being carried on with4 ſtrong 
inſpiration , and guided by the afſiftance of 
the Holy Ghoſt, he found peace 19 war , ſe- 
curity in dangers, and reſt in labors. And fo 
taking his iorney through France on foot; by 
the tauorand proteQion of God , he arrived 
at Paris, in good health, without cncountring 
any danger , in the beginning of february, in 
the year one thouſand five hundred twenty ec 
_—_— he thought fit firſt to petfet him- 
elt in the Jatin tohgue , and ſtudy of Huma- 
nity : wherin he ſpent almoſt two years. After 
this he began 4 new his cours of philoſophy, 
which he went thorough,and ended with gree 
at commendation taking the degree of Maſter 
of Arts by the aduice of his Proteflor ; that by 
this ſo publick 4 teſtimony of his ability in 
learning , he might haue more autority, and 
greater helps in procuring the good of his 
neighbor. After Philoſophy , he applied his 
mind and ſtudy to Divinity, wherio our Lord 
did him great and ſignal fauors : recompen- 
fing therby the labor and pains he took not 
only by conſtant and diligent ſtudying : but 
alſo by divers other incommodities which 
he went couragiouſly thorough. For in the 
beginning , he lived inthe Hoſpital of Saint 
Iames, begging from day to day the bread 
which he cat ; and being brought to great 
want , he was inforced in thoſe firſt three 
years to make jorney ſometimes into Flan- 
ders, and once alſo into England, for to get 
ſome almes of the Spaniſh Marchants that rc- 
ſided there , wherwith to maintain a poor life 
during his fludies. He was beltdes moſt rigo- 
rous in corporal pennanees and aufſterities, 
which did very much impair his health, with 
no ſn;atl danger of his lite: to that he was con- 
ſtrained to interrupt for ſome while the cou;s 
of his ſtudies. And what ſha} we fay of his 
other implonnents and occupations, in hetp- 
ing, inflaming , and dire&zng others in vers 
tuc and perfection ? which brought vpon him 
infinit troubles and perſecutions. For certain 
V young 
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' men, that were well bornand had excellent 


witts, being moved with the rarc example 
and pious diſcourſes of Saint Ignatius ,relol- 


ued to follow the Evangelical coupſels of our | 


Lord Ieſus Chriſt :and renouncing all they 
had, and beſtowing it vpon the poor , made 
a {irange change in their life and manners, 
and begging from dore to dore,liued like poor 
people in the Hoſpital, This cauſed a great 
flir and loud clamors in the vniverſity : and 
the 4rends and kindred of theſe yong men, 
being nothing pleaſed with ſuch courſes,con- 
ceiued great indignation and hatred againſt 
him , whom they knew to be the Autor of 
that vnuſual hte, which they zudged to be but 
folly. And ſo reſoluing to perſecute him, they 
raiſed many flanders againſt him , as the 
world is wont to do againſt the ſeruants of 
God. Nor did the matter end only in words: 
for in the colledg of Saint Barbara (where 
S.lpnatius then ſtudied Philoſophy )they wo- 
uid bave correfed him publickly by 4 ſeuere 
ard 1gnominious kind of puniſhment: which, 
according to: the cuſtome of the Colledg , 
was inflited ſometimes vpon thoſe that were 
vnquiet , and of a turbulent and ſeditious be- 
hauiour : and this forſooth, becauſe he exhor- 
ted his ſchooltellows Jewoutly ro frequent the 
boly. Sacraments , to line vertuouſly , and on 
feftiual nays to ſpend more time in prayer and 
exerciſe of goon Works : and becaule by his c- 
xm le an.; counle|accrtain Spaniard, whole 
name was Amador , leawing his itudics had 
xenounced the world , for to become Religi- 
ous , and leck Chriſt naked vpon the Crols. 
And although he was not ignorant of what 
was intended and prepared againſt him; aiter 
that the Collcdy, gates were ſhut , and the 
beli was rung , and all the ſtudents were gu- 
thered together into the great hall, for to be 
preſent at this publick corieRtion, the Maiters 
ſtanding ready with luſty rodsin their bands: 
the ſeruant of God was not the leatt dantcd 
or troubled, nor ſought to with draw bimicltf, 
but with an <xcceding calmnes of and and 
ſercnity of countenance was readily diſpoled 
with invincible patience and conſtancy to 
beare that affrontand pain :yct leaſt the glo- 
ry of Chriſt ſhould be diſparazed , piety dif 

graced , and vertue brought into contempt 
among Chriſtians ; and thole tender plants, 
that were newly bloſſomed, ſhould be blatted 
by this Rorm: he ſpoke a part to the ReQor of 
the Colledg with a graue and modeſt liber: 
ty :and »vffered bimſel f for as much gs concerned 
his own perſon to baue that ſacrifice made of #45 
body ani fanc2ui withal willed him to conti 

der. what Farm and domage they were lthly tore- 
cetue Who Were get but beginners, and tender in 
wvertue , if by publick authority, bewere to be 
chaſtiſed, as an Ont agions how , for bauing 
exhorted and encouraged them tovards the per- 
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\ [eHienof 4 Chriſtian life. The Re&or awake: = 


= ” this conſideration 
that he had bin very much © | 
therſore before for wont aſlembly of wy 
pardon of the ſeruant of God, and —_ 
ledged him: to be 4 holy man,that caredmt Th 
became of bamelf for pain 01 ignominy buts r 
aimed at Goas bunor; ana the good of brrwei ry 
bor. T hus was that ſtorm of perſecution dls : 
ouer, and vertue was honored ; and Saint 
Ignatius was better known and more reng 
ned, and the forſaid ReQor , by name = 
Goxea,a Portugheſe , and very able and _ 
ned man , gave himlelf more to yertye and 
devotion : and had cuer after 3 high eſteem 
of Saint Ignatius, and for his ſake moſt ten, 
derly affe&ed the Society : ſo that in propre 
of time he was the principal author in Pets 
{wading King Iohn the third , of Por 
to/endtbe Fathers of the Society of 1eſur iny 
the eaſt Indies: whoſinre have wroughtmuch 
good in thoſe remote and vaſt Provincexand 
conuerted innutnerable Soules irom infidelity 
to our holy Religion, by the graceand aſſif» 
ance of our Lord Iclus Chriſt : who made 
vſc of this ſo ſmall and ignominious occy 
hon, andoſa few of his mean and contempe 
tible ſervants for 1o great explouts , and the 
aduancement of his honor and glory A/lthat 
was contriued and plotted by wen againſt 
Saint Jgnativs 3 by the providence anddiſpoe 
fron of Almighty God, was to him anexcr« 
ciſe of his patience and encreas of glory:to 
his companions and diſciples 4 rare example, 
let in a clear light before their eyes for to 
lu itate:and infinc to all the worldancvident 
teſtimony and manifeſtation ot the truthand 
of the Innocency and ſanity of this great 
al faitFtul leruant cf God : as appeared by 
this new perſecution raiſed apainſhinaty 
ils. For his aducrſaries not contenting theme 
(clues with the many ſlanders forged aguinſt 
bim , and ſuſpicions which they had raiſedof 
him in other mens minds; went and accuſed 
him to the Inquiſitor,a moſt graue and leate 
ned Diuin , of the Order of Saint Dominik, 
called Mathew 09, as one that beld ſome nv 
and dangerous opinions, But the Iriquiſitor be+ 
wg abundantly ſatisfyed with his [lite aod 
doQtrin , demanded of him his book of ſpit 
ual Exerciſes, compoſed by him at Manrels 
and liked it ſo wel , that with his good leave, 
taking 4 copy of it for himſelf, he tranſlated 
it into french : and gave teſtimony by an 
thentical writing of the innocency andinttgn? 
of Saint Jgnatins bis life and behaviour. A 
atterwards at Rome in A great itorm of pet- 
lecution raiſed againſt our holy father 
his Order, the ſame Inquiſitor was one of 
witneſſes of his innocency, and an approvet 
of his do@rin,as we ſhal declare afterw3 
Saint Ignatius great defire apd aime y 
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toloyn ſome vnto him that migh and 


P {ther the great deſign he had of Procuring 
þ þ Galuation of Soules ; eſpecially young men 
'of3 vertgous life and good patts, that were 


moſt capable of lo worthy and great an en- 
terptiz And it pleaſed God that he ſhould 
nand aflociat vnto him theſe, Peter Faber 
of $au0Y , Frans Xaueritis ot Nauar , James 
gn, of Almacan , eAlfonſus Salmeron of 
Toledo, Simon Roderictss of Portugal, Nzco/as 
Jladillanere to Palentia: after which came 
vnto hiny three others , Claudius Tains of 
guoy, Jobn Codmrins of the Deiphinat, and 
2ihaſpius Broutt of Picardy : fo that now in 
number they were ten : and notwithſtanding 
they were of lo different nations , and ſome 
of Spain , others of France, at the time that 
thoſe two Kingdoms were at ſuch variance, 
poſt deeply engaged in bloydy wars ; yet We- 
i they all of one and the ſame hart and will. 
They were all Maſters of Arts, and now tu- 
&nts ofDiuinity. On the feaſt of the Aſſump- 
oo of our Blefled Lady , they met together 


0 4 Church nor far trem Paris , called Mons 


Martyrom ; where after they had cortefled, 
nd received the Body of Chriſt out Lord, 
they made a vow to renounce on 4 certain day, 
phich there they reſolued vpon, ab What/oener 
by puſeſſed ; and to employ themſelues the beſi 
thy could in the ſpiritual profit of their neigh 
hr: and alſo to go in pilgrimage to Hierulalem , 
| ifter their comming to Venice they coul: find 

tmmodity to do it Within 4 year : but in caſe 
by oald wot go to J ernuſalem , or , if they Yent, 
jrſath aſter their return from thence. t. go to 
hone; and caſting themſelues at the Popes feet, 
th Vice gerent of Chriſt our Lord , to «offer 
themſelues to bis Holeneſe for to be diſpoſed off as 
le pleaſed , for the ſermice of the Church anaſal- 
vtion f Soules, This being agreed vpon 
wonp them, and ratified by vow; Saint Ig- 
tatius gaue order to them all, as ſoon as their 
ſuis were finiſhed ,to take their iorney to 
Lenice, where he intended to cxpett them, 
vhen he ſhould return from Spain , whither 
tyasfit he ſhould firſt go, as well todiſpatch 
(itain buſineſſes of ſome ot his companions: 
salſo for ſome other great affairs for the 
gory of God. With this reſolution he left Pa» 
sandeame to his countrey : where though 
lis Brother were Lord ot the place, he would 
bynomeans lodg in his hous, nor ſupply bis 
Watts with any thing from thence : but lay 
inthehoſpital, and begged his meat from do- 
te todore, Whilſt he ſtayed here, he explica- 
tedthe Catechiſme or Chriſtian doftrin , aad 
preached with ſuch concours of people, that 
ane from many places to hear him ; that be 
Worced togo into the open hields, for that 
tie Churches could not hold ſuch 4 numerous 
uditory : and there diuers got vp into the 
ſees ,the better to ſee and hear hun, He prea- 


ched thrice a weeke ,and though his breaſt 


were much weakned by reaſon of 3 quartain' 


ague, which he was fick off : yet he was heard 
plainly and diſtinly more then 3 quarter of 
I mile from the place wherin he ſtood: which 
could not be without a miracle. By his pu- 
blick ſermons and privat exhortations he ro« 
oted out many vices, and brought divers to 
a holy and vertuous life : he cauſed man 
things to be eſtabliſhed for the relief of the 
poor , and forthe amendment of ſuch as were 
in mortal fin; providing tor the good of ſoule 
and body: and Jeauing the whole countrey 
in admiration , edified , and recreated with 


the fragrant odor ot his vertucs; and much 


confunied and ſetled in their pood re{olutis 
ons, by the miracles which our Lord was ple- 
aſcd to work by him. He cured a certain man 
by name Taſttds, that had bin many years 
troubled with the gout ; and 4 vertuous wo« 
man who had bin long fick of a conſumption 
that brought her cuen to deaths dore : and 
diſpcfieted an other woman , that had bin 
for four years greeuouſly moleticd with 4 
wicked ſpirit Other things did he do there by 


the grace and power'ot our Lord , which . 


were no leſs wondertul : by reaſon wherof, 
and for his moſt holy and vertuous manner 
of conucriation , cuery one honored and icf+ 
peed him, asa great ſeruant of God , and as 
he paſſed by, would ſecretly kiſs his garments; 
From hence he went on foot , without mony, 
and begging by the way , to Pampelona, to 
cAlmaſa , Siguena , and Toledo , about the 
affairs of his Companions , which they had 
recommended ynto him : then took ſhipping 
nere to Talentia for Italy. Ja which voyage 
he paſſed through many dangers , encountred 
great difficulties , ſuftered extremly, and met 
with ſo many troubles and different forts of 
inconueniences , that he could never haue 
waitered and ſurpaſſcd them all, bad not our 
Lord particalarly afliſted him , who brought 
him at length to Venice, where he ſtaicd exo 
pefing his Companions , according to the 
common reſolution taken at Paris. And now 
the diudl leing Saint Ignatius to be his open 
and profeſſed enemy , that bad lewied ſuch 
forces againſt him ; extremly apprehending 
the war, he was vigorouſly waging againit 
his tyrannical and long vſurped dominion 
and moſt damnable Empire; refolucd in good 
erneſt to perſecute him : and ſtirred vp lome 
of his wicked emiſlarics for to ſlander bimz 
who publiſhed and gauc' out that Ignatius 
vas avazabond, a ftugitiut,and altbough be ba4 
made 4 sbift to fly out of Spain, yet his pitture 
had bin burnt there for the cn1mes be bad com- 
mitted. But theſe and the like detractious 
llanders were diſperſed like ſmoke : and Saint - 
legnatius was iuſtified and declared to be ins 
nocent by Hierom Verall, Archbiſhop of __ | 
as 
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fa, Nuncius Apoſtolical at Uenice , who af- 
terwards was made Cardinal of the Church 
of Rome, Whilſt he expe&ed here his Com- 
panions , he did much good : for he moued 
many learned men to betake themſelues who- 
ly to the ſervice of God,wherof ſome ioynce 
enilehues to him : and direted ſome of the 
graveſt Senators in A ſpiritual and vertuous li- 
fe:infinc all that knew him or converſed with 
him , retained a grateful-memory and high 
eſteem ot his Sanity, His Companions airi- 
ved at length at Uenice on the eighth of Ia- 
nuary in the year one thoufand fue hundied 
thirty ſeven , baving endured much by the 
way , which was very long and tcdious,and 
the ſcaſon of the year very inconuenient by 
realcn of the cold,and foule weather; beſides 
they travelled continually on foot. But they 
cucrcame all difticulties by the grace and ta- 
uorable aſſiſtance ofour Lord, who was much 
plealed with the fexuent defire and ſetled re- 
ſolution theſe holy men had for to ſerve him, 
and to ſuffer. and do much for his ſake. At 
Venice they found their father and maſter , 
Saint Ignatius ,with thoſe which bad lately 
aflociated themfelues vato bim : and all em- 


| braced one an other with ſingular ioy and 


contentment : then divided themſelues into 
divers Hoſpitals , for to ſerue and aſſiſt the 
ſick and the poor. A month after, they went 
towardsRome moſt meanly clad and begging 
their tood.at Rome they received his Holineſs 
benedition who was then Paxl the third, in 
order to their pilgrimage to Jeruſalem , and 
then returned back to Uenice-with the ſame 
pouerty , where Saint Iynatius remained all 
the while. Thoſe that were not yet Pneſts 


among them , receiued here that holy degree 


on the tcaſt of Saint Iohn Bapuit, in the tame 


year one thouſand fiue hundred thirty ſeuen : 


bauing firſt made the vows of Chaſtity and 
poueity in preſence of the legat Apoſtolical, 
Then, whilſt chey were in expeRation of a 
commodity of going to Ieruſalem , they diui- 
ded themielucs through the ſtate of Venice, 
Apd Saint Ignatius with Father Faber and 
Father Lainez retired tor fourty days into a 
Itle cottage or hermitage without the city of 
Uincenza, The place was ruined and dctolat 
without dores or- windows , open on all fides 
to wind and rain. Here they ſlept on the 
ground vpon 4 litle ſtraw ; and lived only 
vpon hard mouldy cruſts of bread, giuen them 
oialmes,whichthey ſteeped in water for to be 
ablc to chew them. Atlength when all hope 


was paſt ot going to Ierulalem, the Fathers re- | 


ſolued to Jeauc Venice, and go into the prime 
vniverſities of Italy. As for Saint Ignatius, 
with his two ſaid Companions, hc went to 
Reme, whither Godcalled him, there to begin 
to ſctle that new Socicty and Order , which 


Was to promote and aduance Gods glory | 


Saint Tgnarius of Loyola, Confeſlor. © 
noo the world. It is 2 re; 
thing , ſor many years before, then 


0 Ieruſa. 
lem , nor for divers years aſter, even tothe 


year one thouſand fiue hundred and ſeuent 
But only this preſent year one thouſand fge * 
hundred thirty ſeuen, there was no Chip that 
went: for that our Lord direQted the cours of 
the Blefled Father Saint Jgnatius , and his 
companions an other way : and woul; be ſer, 
ued by them in matters ofgreater importance, 
then they at the beginning did ever think of 


wantcd ſhips for pilgrims to pals t 


Or aime at. 


Saint Ignatius after he was ordained Priek, 


took a whol year for to prepare himlelffor ts 
ſay bis firſt Maſe : during which time he in. 
ploicd all the forces and power of his ſoule 
en beſeeching the euer glorious Uirgin May 
the Mother of God, to admit bim into the rg 
and fauor of her Son our God and Saviour Jeſu 
Cbrift : and that fince sbe is the gateof beau, 
and 4 ſingular <Aduocat between God and my, 
she Yould obtain for ham acceſs wnto ber 18 
Bleſied $on, and defire bim to look pon bim and 
take notice of him, and procure likeviſethat be 
might come to knov her Son , to findbim, 
loue him, and Jerue bim with all dutiful exe 
rence and deuotion : moreoxer ſeing be bad y1- 
dertaken ſo hard and difficult an enrayrix fur 
the dinine ſeruice, that sbe Would Ts; to 
guide and diref7 him :n it , to open bimthe yay 
and remoue all the letts and binderance vid 
may Croſs and thwart bis deſigns, Confding 
in our Bleſſcd Ladies interceſon and the dj 
vine proteftion, and diſtruſting his ownye- 
ak forces , he went on his way o Ron, in 
company of Father Faber and Father Lz 
incz : they trauelled according to their a: 
ſtom, on foot , and begged by the way:and 
Saint Ignatius received euery day the moſt fa 
cred Body of our Lord leſus Chriſt at the 
hands of one of his Cempanions , whoneuer 
failed toſay Maſs : and in all the jorney was 
much illuſtrated and ſtrengthned by heauenly 
inſpirations and ſpiritual comforts, that yete 
very frequent with him and copiovs, Butone 
day , when they drew ſome what nere toRo- 
me,and ſat down in the ficlds for togiuei 


litle reſt to their wearied bodies , Saint ly+ | 


oatius leaving for 4 while his companions, 
entred into an old Church which he fayto 
be open: and there being all alone , prajel 
with ſo great feruor, that he thought hisver 
hart opened : and had 4 moſt comfortable 
fion : for there appeared vnto him God thc 
Father and his Bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt catſ- 
ing his Croſs, but both of them ſhining with 
an vnſpeakable light : the Etcrnal Father 
turning bimſelt ro his only begotten 500, 
commended vnto him Ignatius and his Comr 
panions with great loue and affcttion:a 


with the tame did our moſt merciful Sauiout 
| FA aca 
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git them into his ſacred proteion , then 
woking wot ſweetly and amiably vpon Saint 

tiys ſaid vnto him. Zgo vobts Rome propi- 
bren0, 1 vill 6 fauorable wnto you at Rome. 
with this divine Reuclation our holy Father 
remained wonderfully comforted and encou- 
azed , and related it to bis Companions, the 
more toanimat and ſtrengthoen them againſt 
{[the troubles and difficulties they were to 
endure, Andas well by this,as by diucrsother 
dear lightsand illuſtrations, Almighty God 
inprinted ſo deeply in the hart and mind of 
gint Jgpatius the moſt ſacred Name of JE- 
«S, together with an ardent defire of tol- 
lying him as bis Commander and Captain; 
ſl, | adotcarrying his Croſs after him; that this 
to Þ ys the cauſe , for which at Saint Jgnatius 
m- Y .{hiscompanions moſt humble ſuit and re- 
ul queſt, the holy Sea Apoſtoliek approued and 
"”, Þ' onfcmed their Order and Religion by the 
« } rancof the Society of Feſus. Which was firſt 
J9 | by Pope Paul the third , aftet that our 
en, Þ| lod had diſperſed and blown ouer a moſt 
mM, Þ} tiibleand furious ſtorm of perſecution, rai» 


# | « againſt the Fathers, by the malice of a 
and xſtilent heretik , whoſe peruers doQrin they 
the FT jad outly and learnedly refuted. In which 
0 I jrkcution our Lord was pleaſed to manifeſt 
"ue I tbfiogular and very particular Providence: 
% Þ ihe had drawn from Spain , France , and 
yo ſenice,and made to be now preſent at Rome 
"0 Þ i thoſe graue and Venerable Perſonages 
/ tathad formerly bin Iudges of Saint Ignatius, 
4 | If tht here they might be witnefles of his in- 
Fs noency and vertue. By which means the 
a ich being known, the Governor of the city 
V- Þ done, by order from his Holineſs , pro- 
MY] tounced ſentence in fauor of Saint Ignatius 
= ad bis Companions. But for to proceed 


rl maturely in the Confirmation of this 
; yOrder,the Pope committed the matter to 


= liree Cardinals , who in the beginning were 
awe mich auetſed from the admitting and appro» 
ex wg ofnew Religious Orders, eſpecially the 
her ldinal Bartbolomew Guidichon : who was 
us. Wlolutly ofan opinion that it Was no Ways 
_ jn the good of the Church , to hawe any nev 
a=; Wrinſtituted : but to labor to reform Well the 
vc Y at , according to the decree of Innocent the 
4 * third in the Council of Lateran , and of Grego- 
> Dibe tenth 38 the Council of Lyons. Which ve- 
"I  Cificulty the two great and glorious Patri- 
nad s, aint Dominik and Saint Francs , met 
wa Vithinthe confirmation of their ſacred Or- 
blevi Crs. For the. works of God muſt be proued 
od the by the fornace! of this trial and examination. 
youu But our Lord Iclus hauing taken Saint I2na- 
5 with us vader the wings of his prote&tion, and 
Father fomiledto! be fauorable vntohim at Rome, 
\ fog, ped the mind of Cardinal Guidichon in 
Com that ſort , that he vttered thele words : F 
n:and | "that 7 do not like the inſtituting of new 


Tom, 2, 


Religious Orders : and yet F dare not but 
we this: for F feel in my mini [o ſtrong and exe 


reaſon incline me not , the Will of God 41th draw 
me to it , and force me to give miy conſent to 
baue this Order eſtablished. And the ſaid Car 
dinal highly commending the Inſtitute ofthe 
Socicty of Icfus,beſought and entreated the 
Popes Holineſs to approue -arid confirm it 
Which he did, and with the ſpirit of Souerain 
Biſhop , Vicar of Ieſus Chriſt , ſaid: digitus 
Dei eſt bic. Hereis the fingar of God And added 
that from. theſe ſniall and weak bezinmmngs he. 
confided that great jrutt would come to the 
Charchof God. And fo confirmed the Rcli- 
gion of che Socicty of leſus in the year 
one thouſand five hundred and fourty , on 
the ſcuen and twenticth of September , 
which is the feaſt of Saint Coſmas and 


tation , or reſtrition, which he took away 


Ocdera new. Andin the year one thouſand 
hue bundred and fifty , Fope Tulius the third, 
that ſucceeded Pope Paul , approued it again: 
and fince that , other Popes , their incorBras: 
have eſtabliſhed and enriched it with many 
graces and priviledges ; as may be ſcen in, 
their ſeucral Bulls; EE | 
But to return to our holy Father, Saint 
Ipnatius , when the Society was thus confir- 
med by the Vicegerent of Chriſt ; all the Fa-. 
thers that werein Jtaly aſſembled togetherat. 
Rome in the lent of the yeat one thouſand 
fine hundred fourty one , for to chooſe a Gee 
neral of the whol Otdet # andthoſe who were 
farther off; and could not eaftly, come , ſent 
their votes written, And although by the, 
vnatiimous conſent of all , Saitit Ignatius was 
declared General ; his humility was fo great 
that he could not be perfyaded to accept of 
the dignity. But he toſt erneſtly entreatedthe 
Fathers not to put that charge wpon him, wbich 
he tas untvorthy of, and could not bear without 
damage and barm of the Society : infomucts 
that tor his comfort they were. content to 
condeſcend fo far,as to take four days for to 
comment that affair to Almighty God, and 
to beſeech his divine Maieſty to diſcoucr 
herein his holy will. After the four days 


opinion to chooſe Saint Jgnatias for General: 
and he continued fill in his ,fhat be Was ware 
fit and vnworthy of it : ſucks was his humility 
and the true contempt he had ot himſelf :nor 
could he be herein oucrcom , vatil} hauing 
retired himſelf for forme days, and made ge- 
neral Confeſſion 1n I. Peters fe Monte awree 
to 3 Father of Saint Francis Order , called 
Friar Theophilus ,4 holy and able man, ,t9 
whom before the confirmation of the Society 


he was accuſtomed to conteſs, hewas told by 
X D, 


Saint Damian : yet he put a certain limi- | 


three years after when he confirmed the fame 


were paſt, the Fathers continuedia the ſame 


530 


appr Do g—— 


3I- 


trnordinaty impulſions ; that althous b buman I L Ys 


$32 + 


-” 


Jqamm— 
: 3 IT. 
IVLY: 


Saint Tenarius of Loyola, Confeſſor. 


bim , that be old reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, if be 


flood out any longer , and refuſed that charge. 


At theſe words Saint Ignatius with great bu- 
mility and obedience yelded , bowing his 
neck to that yoke which our Lord laid vpon 
him, And on the twoand twentieth day of 
April of the ſame year one thouſand five hun- 
dred fourty one, went with all the Fathers, 
and threeBrothers (wherof l was onc)to viſit 
the ſeuen Churches and ſtations of Rome: and 
at Saint Pauls ſaid Maſs, and made his Prefe- 
fon and gaue the holy Communion to kis 
Companions , who made their Profeſſion li- 
kewiſe in his hands :-all of them ſhedding 
abundance of tears out of deuotion and ſpiri- 
tal ioy 3 and yelding infigit thanks vnto our 
Lord , that he had vouchſated to bleſs that 
litle plant , ſet by bis own hands, and tring it to 
tbis groth and perfeion. From this day for- 
ward the Society of Ieſus was acknowledged 
for a Religion , approued and confirmed by 
the Sca Apoſtolick ; furniſhed with Religious 
men , Profeſſed and obliged by folewn vows: 
and witha Superior and Head , for to direft 
and goucrn it for Gods greater glory andthe 
good of his holy Church. Saint Ignatius be» 
ing choſen General, preſently applied him- 
ſelt with all diligence and feruor to perfoim 
his office. The very next morning , riſing vp 
yery carly, himlelf wakened and called vp all 
in the hous : iudging it to belong vnto his 
charge to watch perpetually ouer all , and 
to procure that his: ſubie&s ' ſhould be alſo 
watchful, and attend euery one carefully to 
bis office and emploiment. And tor to humble 


and abaſe himſelf ſo much the lower, by how 


much the degree , our Lord had placed him 
in., was high and cwinent, he went into the 
Kitchin , and. for many days ſeryed the cook, 
and did fome_ other humble offices of the 


hous, with that readines and defire of con- 


tempt, that he ſeemed to be a-Nouice,jmploi- 
ed therein for: his profit and ' mortification, 
Having laid this low and humble toundation, 
he began to explicat Chriſtian: doftrin , and 
to catechiz in the Church of the Society:and 
continued this.tor {13 and fourty days, expli- 
cating the commandments and the articles 
of the Creed, , and other things appertaining 
to the principles of our holy faith, All which 
be delivered in Italian with improper and 
vnpoliſhed words, yet with ſuch force and 


efficacy of diuine [pirit-: that his:diſcours pe -- 


arccd the haits of his auditors, andexcited in 
them ſo great ſorow and contrition tor their 
fins : that preſcntly from his cathechilme 
and.cxhoitaticn they went to conteſhon,and 


could hardly ſpeak for the abundance oftcars 


and ſighs with which they: bewailed and de- 
teſted their lips, All this I wy ſelt can teſtity, 
who at that time beipga youth , wasa ſchol- 


har and brother inthe Socicty, and cuery day 


repeated Saint Ignatius Catechiſm; x 
theſe ewploiments,the Bleſled man mn 


to plant , propagat , and extend hisn 
der through outthe world. He fuſtinedih 


his prayers, gouerned it by his wiſdom, ; 
ſed life and _ into it with his Piit hey 
ded it by his courage ,editied and inflame; i 
to all piety and vertue by his moſt holy con 
ucrſation and example. And our Lord, that 
had choſen him and prevented him with the 
bleflings of his ſweetnes and goodnes, fac, 
red him with fo large a hand, that whatſge: 
uer Saint Ignatius vndertook , proſpered nay 
der bim. and catne toa good effeR: inſymuch 
that the Fathers being ſo few in number. 
when the Society was confirmed by the Sea 
Apoſtolik , our Lord fo encreafed and Cilated 
the Order through out the world ,that inthe 
ſpace of one year there were ſome in France 
Italy , Germany , Spain, Portugal , Irelany 
and the weſt Indies : which may well {cen 
tobea very ſtrange and wondertyl thing, 
Our Bleſſed Father , Saint Ignatius ,y;x; 
General of the Society fifteen years , thee 
months and nine days , from the tyo and 
twentieth of Aprilin the year one thouſand 
five hundred fourty one, vntil thelaſt of luly, 
one thouſand five hundred fifty fix, when he: 
departed this world. During which time he 
reſided conſtantly at Rome, without goi 
out, vnleſs it were twice ; once into the kins 
gdom of Naples, andan other timetothe city 
of Oruieto, vpon great occaſions commended 


vato him by his Holineſs , Paul the third, All 


this time he governed by himſelf the hows we 
had at Rome, as the Mother and Head ofthe 
reſt , and ſcnt his children to preach inthe 
world , giuing them inſtrufions ; by theods 
(eruing and keeping wherof , they mighthe- 
cem worthy workmen of leſus Chuiſt:ybo 
by the good odor of their exampleand edi» 
cation , which by Gods fauor and afliſtance 
they leftin all places whereſocuer they came, 
gained the peoples aftetions , andincrealed 
their deyotion in ſuch ſort , that many noble 
and: wealthy Perſonages founded Colleges 
for the Society , that they might come to 1t- 
ceiue greatef profit by their holy dodtinand 
pious labors. And Saint Ignatius did careful 
ccoperat with their good will and affcgion, 
diſtributing his ſubics into. thoſe places, 
which ſtood in moſt need oof help , that ther 
Colledges and houſes might be built : apd 
employing thoſe chiefly jn the harucſ of50# 
les, whom he knew to be the moſt fit inſtre 
ments of ſo great 3 work' ; that this pho, 
which our Lord of his infinit goodnels bal 
newly ſet in his Ckurch,might dayly take 06 
eper root, and floriſh and fruRity more abu 
dantly. And wheras the diuil, out of hs 
raged ſpite and batred againſt Saint Ignall 


and his Order, was continually raiſing perle 
| cution 


'j 
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ations and moſt violent oppoſitions for the 
preſſing Or obſcuring of it: he like 4 vali- 

- ant Captain encountred that furious enemy, 
iog as fierce reſiſtance againſt him ; and 
clearing the truth , permitted. not the lyes 
which the divil by this miniſters ſpread abro- 
ad , ſhould prevail to the prejudidice of Gods 
glory » and hinderance of the conuerfion of 
Foules, which the Sc Ciety labored for. YetS. 
1gnarius not contenting himſeclt with ſuch a 
nulutude of great emploiments, that were 
able to weary out a giant ; and burning with 
exceſſive charity and a ceaſleſs deftre of gain« 
jog loules tO God , as if he had hadno other 
cage, ſpent himſelf in their ſeruice , labor. 
jog to extirpate certain vices that were then 
in the city of Rome : and to ſet on foot ſome 
pious exercites and pradtiſes,Conducing much 
to the ſpiritval profit of men, and the ſervice 
of the divine Maieſty, He procured that the 
Phficians.and doors ſhould preſcribe no 
phifick tor the cure of the bodies of thoſe 
that fell fick , vntill by the Sacramcat of 
Confeſſion ſome cure and remedy was giuen 
their ſoules ; according to an ancient de. 
tree of Pope Innocent the thirds He cauled 
i hous to be founded at Rome tor Catechus 
mens, in which Jews andinfdels that defire 
Baptifme arc brought vp and maintained, that 
they may be the better inſttu&ed in the holy 
fith.It was alſo his work, that which is com- 
nonly known and called by the name of owr 
Lag of grace, inſtituted in the Monaſtery of 
kint Marthatwhere poor votcrtunat women 
of loof behauw1our are maintained, vntill they 
ke reconciled to their busbands ( if they be 
married, and their dilorder [prings from their 
liegreement and diflention) or it otherwiſe, 
ſtill they be prouided for with lome ſuch 
tondition,that they way live with out offen- 
t ofour Lord. And his zeal and charity was 
boreat ; that when any of thele poor creatu» 
ts forfaking their bad cours, defired to be 
admitted into that hous : as they were condu- 
dthither by graue and Venerable Matrons: 
link|f,notwithRanding his years, his autori- 
h,andoffice of General , would accompany 
tem.and when he was told ſometimes that 
k id but looſe bis Labor theremn , becauſe ſuch 
bumen Yould not long keep themſelues chaſt and 
® the fear of God , being ſo accuſtomed andba- 
lituated in the contrary he aniwered very 
and grauely. 1 account not this my labor 

WB. Yea 1 a(iure you that if With all thelabors 
and pans of my Whol liſe, 7 could procure any 
ne of theſe women to paſs ower but four and 
thenty bours free from fin : T sbould think 


if time at leaſt, the 1nfinit «Maieſty of my Lord 
alCreator would not be off ended by ber. He la- 
tedno leſs tor to relicue the neceſſity and 


We bell beſtolved : ſor that in this short ſpace | 


bltude olpoor orphans. For the two houlcs } 


which arc in Rome, for ſuch children ofboth 
ſexes, were erected by his procurement. And 
he vrged with no leſs, but rather with grea- 
ter care and inſtancy the foundation of the 
Monaſtery of $aint Catharin, called de Funa- 
7145 : into which young maids arc conſigned, 
as a ſacred depolitum , that either for want of 
means, or for the negle& and carele(nes of 
their frends , are in danger to miſcarry : for 
hither they may repair as into 4 ſanQuary. Jn- 
fine the hart and bowels of this bleſſed man 
did ſo burn withcharity,that he was continu- 
ally thinking and ſpeaking of what might 
moſt profit and benefit his neighbors , and 
further their ſalvation. But to the end that 
bis humility might not ſuffer any thing by 
this ſo radiant luſtce of his charity :yea and 
that his ſaid charity together with hig fortitus 
de and conftancy,in the works that he vader- 
took for Gods ſeruice , might encreas the 


 moretour Lord permitted mott terrible ſtorms 


and perſecutions to riſe againſt him : which 
notwithfanding after much bluſtering broke 
| their furious waues ypon the firm rock of 
| truth :andthe good works he had inſtituted, 
by theſe contradiftions took deeper roor,and 
were more fohidly fetted: and Saint Ignatius 
ſanfity came to be better known and teſtifie 
ed to the world, 

Whois able to beleeue the many things that 
were born yp and ſuſtained vpen the ſhould- 
ers of this blefled men : andthe courage and 
ſpirit wherewith he bore and went thorough 
with all+, atrd this with fo weak health and 
infirm# body 7for befides the affairs alredy 
mentioned-, which had bit ſufficient to overs 
charge many men: ſcueral Princes and Perſo« 
nage$ of all qualities did write vatohim from 
almoſt all the parts and proninces of the 
world: fome otit of deuotion ; and for to re- 
commend: themſelues to his praycrs: others 
for to be helped by his prudence and wiſton, 
and to demand his counſel :many for to-deſr« 
re his aſſiſtance, fauor and induſtry in weighe 
ty affairs : and divers for tothank him for the 
good,” comfort , and benefit which they recci« 
ued by the pious labors of his children : and 
ſcucral others for other reſpats and reaſons, 
| And they were ſo many , that cuen this'er= 
ploiment alone might haue tyredouta ſtrong 
man : but he was continually affiſted by the 
| powerful hand of ourLord, that furniſhed hiny 
with forces for all labors * ſo that when he 
was moſt weary., ſickly, and ynprouided of 
human and natural helps , then did he appear 
moſt couragious and ſtrong :and in his infir- 
mity the vertuc and force of God did more 
clearly mwanifeit and fhew ittelf, And he like= 


— 


wiſe with the vigor of his ſoule ſupported 


the weaknes of his body, enduring with all 

paticnce the troubles of his —_ , and 

conforming himfelt in all things tothe _ 
Picks . 


pleaſure of God, whom he had ſuch an in- 
fained Cefice to ice and enioy ;that as often 
as he thought of his paſſage out of this world, 


* he could not ſ{upprels his ioy , but teſtified it 


w.th tears that ſtreamed ſweetly from his eyes, 
Whertore being now loaden with years,ſpent 
with hcknes and diſeaſes , afflited with the 
calawitics and milcries of the holy Church, 
and burning with the loue of our Lord and 
Sauwour Iejus Chriſt, he beſought his divine 
Marity with many tears and fighs to vouch- 
ſate to remoue him from this place of exile, 
and cairy him to that happy reſt, where with 
all liberty he might enioy his holy preſence, 
and never ceaic praying and glorifying his 
bleſſesName.And vui Lord heard his requeſt, 
g11ng him certain figns and pledges therot. 
Wheiupon in a Ictier to the Lady Leonora 
Malcaiecgnia , who had bin nursto King Phi- 
lip the tccond ot Spain and his deuout fpiri- 
tual daughter , ke writ thus ( as ſhe herſelt 
told me) that ke noW took his leaue of ber ,this 
being the laſt letter he was to ſend her : andthat 
he would erneſily in beauen recommend her unto 
e41:iz bty G od. Not long after, knowing that 
that happy and long detired day was coming, 
wherin his bleſſed Soule was todepart out of 


' this world into Heauen , though he felt no 


extraoruinary diſtemper in his body, but only 
that weaknes and indilpohti2n which was 
very viual vato him, andthertore thoſe that 
lived with bim did notnow much apprehend 
It ; he contefſegand communicated, as he al- 
ways did, when he could not ſay holy Maſs : 
ang vpon the thirticth of Iulyaboyt three of 
the clock 1n the atter noon called: for Father 
Joba Polancus , the Secretary of the Society. 
Woo came preſently,litle thinking what Saint 
Jpnatiu: would bave with him : but he with 
Baeat peace and rcpoſe of mind tells him 
that he Was wery ſoon to leaue this world , and 
thertore delired him to go preſently in bis Na- 
gne to kiſs bis Hilineſs feet , and crauc his bleſs- 
tng for bim , with 4 plenary Induigence of his 
fins, that ſo be.might the more ſecurly and conf- 
Aentiy .expett that I: hour , When our Lord 
sbould call bim to kim. Ail which his Holi- 
neſs granted moit readily , with great demon- 
Krations of his louc and ſorow, Then the 
phificians were called , our holy father never 
a:king for them , nor yet rictufing them: 
for being ſo very humble he would not make 
afiy show ot the gifts he had received from our 
Lo: d , nor giue the leaſt figa that he knew 
any thing concerning the time of his depar- 
ture * but kt the Doors do their office : and 

ermitted their opinion to be asked , and 
counſel to be followed in all things : and they 
appichcnded not the difeas to be dangerous. 
But the next morning , being tryday ,about 
an hour after ſun rifing , Saint Ignatius liſt- 
ing vp his cyes and hands to hcaucn, and 
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] 


| 
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pronouncing with tongueand hart the ſweet ;—. 


a 


Name of JESUS, with a ſerene countenan. 
ce , pave vp his happy Soule into the hands 
of him that for the great encreas and ad 

cement of his Glory had created has 
laſt day of Iuly , in the year one thouſand. 
ue hundred fifty fix. A man moſttruly hum. 
ble , as appeared euen at his death: ſince thze 
knowing the time when it was to be , he 
would not name 4 Uicar General, as he might 
well haue don, nor call his childrentogether 
for to exhort them , and giue them his ble 
ing : nor make any demonſtration that he 
was their father : ſo defirous he was to have 
no notice taken of him , as if he had don no. 
thing in founding and inſtituting the Order 


age of threeſcore and five years, and in the 
fue and thirtieth after his converſion to 4 
better life; which time he paſſed ouverin great 
pouerty , rigorous pennance, in pilgrimages, 
labor of fludies , in perſecutions , imprilon- 
mcnts, giues and fetters , and innumerable 
troubles and moleſtations ; all which he cn« 
duied with a cheerful mind and admirable 
conſtancy , for the loue of our Lord lelus 
Chriſt , whoever made him viforious over 
the divils and all his aduerſaries, who labored 
all they could to overthrow him, He lived, 
ſixteen years after the eſtabliſhment and 


| confirwation of the Society by the Sea Apoe 


ſolik , and ſaw it multiplied and ſpread thro» 
ugh almoſt the whol world. He lcit it duided 
into twelue Provinces , to wit , Portugd, 
Caſtil, Aragon, Andaluſia, Ttaly (which com- 
prchends Lombardy and Tuſcany ) Napt, 
Sicily, Germany, Flanders , France,Brafi, and 


the Eaſt Fndies.In which Prouincesthere wee 


re then about 4 hundred Colledges orhoules 
of the Society. All the city of Rome relented 
much the death of this moſt worthy and holy 
man : but none were more concerned at t 
then bis children,as well thoſe that werethen 
prefentin the city, as the reſt that wete 
off. And ctery one of them preſeritly alt 
his deceas experienced the fauor and aſliſtane 
cc ot their dead, but neuer more truly liuing 
father, For through out the whol Society Was 
infuſed a great picty and deuotion , arifing 
from the tragrant odor of his yertues, teals 
comfort , 4 deſire of reſembling their fathet 
ioincd with 3 firm hope , a great courage 
and vigor of ſpirit ſeconded witha frong'e* 
ſolution : thatall and cucry one of them ke: 
med to be ſetjon fire for to labor bard and 
endure great luttcrings . for the louc of lclus 
Chrilt. | 
Saint Ignatius Body was buried ina 10W 
and mean tombe , on the firſt day of Augul 
at the right hand of the high Alcarinthelitl 
Church ot the Socicty dedicated to out Blel- 


ſd Lady in Rome, Afterwards in the jo 


d 


"gp 


ane thouſand fiue hundred ſixty nine, by rea- 
fn that the high Altar was changed , it was 
| toflated to an other place in-the ſame 
' Church. Finally in the yeas one thouſand 
fue bundred fourſcore and ſeuen, onthe nin- 
tenth of Nouember which is dedicated to S. 
c tuntionus Pope and Martyr, it was tranſlated 
t with great ſolemnity intoa new and ſtatcly 
Church of the Protefſed hous of the Society, 
h which the Cardinal eAlexander Farnefins bad 


he built; and was put in 3 cheſt of lead, vnder 
Ue : vault,at the right hand ofthe high Altar, 
» vitha one vpon the grave : and in the wall 
et by it there is a black ſhining marble in which 
he theſe words are engrauens 

he | "#- % a 

F Ignatio Societatis Teſu F #ndatori. Obdormi- 
-1t ditin Domino, «tatis ſux anho 65. confirmati 


&, 4 Stde Apoſtolica Ordinis 16. ſalutis bumane 


Ne 1556.pridie Kal. eAuguſti, eius in Chriſto filii 
ble Parenti option poſuerunt. That is, 
Ne To Ignatius, Founder of the Societyof Feſus, 


ble wioreBed in ous Lord in the fine and fixtieth 
{us yur of bis age , and fixtienth after the Confir- 
er nation os Order by the Sea apoſtolick , and 
red yur of the worlds Redemption one thou(and fiue 
ved, Y landed fifty fix , on the laſt day of Fuly: his 
0d tildren in Chriſt as to their moſt dear and lous 
Þ0e ar father erefred this memorial. 

100» Iathis place iemains the Body of the glo- 
dd toys Patriark Saint Ignatius to this preſcnt 
Up &y, highly reuerenced not only by all his 
Os gildren, but alto by the people and court of 
pler, Rome, and diucrs others that repair thither 
fr devotion , by reaſon of the great opinion 
Wee theyhaue of his admirable lite and ſan&ity: as 
uſes * J} 1b for the many miracles , with our Lord 
nied JF fkath wrought , and doth dayly work by his 
holy bterceſhon , for to exalt and make him glo- 
att IJ rowinihe world: and infine becauſe they ſee 
then I the great fruit which has bin don in the 
re far I Church for the maintaining andencreafing of 
atet YI Chriſtian Religion , by bis and his childicns 
iſtan®» YT kborsand mduſtry.For they do well conceue 
iing I fattheropt which has brought forthſo good, 
yvas I futhland profitable a plant, muſt necds be 
ring Y bh ,and pleaſing to our Lord Iefus Chriſt: 
earsdl I adthat itis 4 facred and ſoucrain fountain, 
fathet I fom whence haue flowed the plentitul,clear, 
urge F idyhollom ſtreams of picty and learning, 
gre I fitto water the land that before was dry, 
m fee» Þ Van, and overrun with weeds and thorns, 
rd aol Y Sittgoatius was not very tall, He had au- 
flelus Þ Nitin his countenance : bis forbead was 
broad and ſmooth, his cyes ſaid, and ſome 
2 low  ſunck into his head : his eyclids wri- 
Augul tkled and ſhrunk vp by the many tears 
helide & Nich'he continually ſhed : his ears of a 
ar Blc J We Giſe, his noſe ſomewhat bowing like a 
he yea | %vks bill, his face of 3 ſalow color yet live- 
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| cheerfulnes: ſo that with his ſerenity he exhi- 
larated all that beheld him , and compoſed 
them with his grauity. He balted3 litle ofone 
leg, which was ſomewhat ſhorter then.the 
other, by reaſon of the wound he had receive 
ed,and ofthe peeces of bones that were taken 
out of it, but it was without any deformity; 
and he ſo moderated his gate,that it was ſcaty 
ce perceptible, | | 
But whois able ſufficiently to explicatand 
ſct before vs that admirable harmony and 
conſort of his ſoulc in the variety oſinnume- 
rable vertues? whocan diſcouer the treaſures 
and heavenly guifts , wherewith our Lord 
enriched and adorned him? who can find 
words, for todeclare the rigor of his pennan« 
ce, his great contempt and holy hatrcd of 
himſelf and of all that is ſpecious or delightful 
in the world ? his profound humility ? invin« 
Cible patience ? amiable mecknes ? his rare ſpi+ 
ritual prudence? his ſweet and yet moſt efte» 
ual government of his ſubics? his fortitude 
aud conſtancy in greateſt aduerſitics and 
ſharpeſt contradictions? his confidence and 
courage in vndertaking the moſt hard. and 
difficult attewpts for the glory of our Lord?his 
vigilancy and folicitude in carrying them on 
to 4 happy end ? his burning and inflamed, 
loue of God aud of his ncighbor? his copti» 
pual and almoſt neuer interrupted prayorzin 
which his ſoule was ever enioying the ſwees 
teſt viſitatious of its beloved? and infine the 
miracles and wonderful works which. our 
Lord hath don , and continues ſill to do, at 
his interceſſion? And to paſs ouer his incredie 
| ble auſterity and moſt rigorous pennance in 
going almoſt naked , ſuffering hungar and 
cold : in the frequent vſe of dilciplins, hairs 
cloth , and all manner of mortifications that 
he could invent for to afflift and ſubdue his 
body ,trom the time that he firſt began to ſerue 
our Lord : I will firſt ſpeak of bis huaulity., 
Which vertue at his very .cntrance into 
I better life , he did moſt affeQuouſly eme. 
brace, as the firſt ground and foundation of 
all other vertues : tor he wentin old tattered 
rags , that hardly could cover bis body ; and 
lived in Hoſpitals, like a poor man , amongſt 
the mcaneſt ſort of people , being deſpiſed 
and contemned, and dcefirousto be to: for he 
abhorred extremly from. any eſteem or ac. 
count that might be. made of him : and his, 
chief ioy and ſatisfaftion was to be affronted 
and perſecuted for the louc of Iefus our Res 
deemer. Wherby he taught vs that whoſoever 
aſpireth to mount high in pofefion , muſt go 
very low for to lay 4 deep foundation z and thot | 
for to procure the help and conwerſion of ſoules, & 
true affefion of bumility is incowparatly more . 
auailable , then the oftentation of authority 


oft | \,and his head venerably bald. His aſpe& 


3 Tom, 2s 


azered with 3 cheertul gravity and grauc ! 


Which bath ſome taſt and ſanor of the World 
1 heard him ſay that exery one in the hows was 
Y v2rg 
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cur Lord ſo ordained , and , as it is the: 


$35 


vhto him an example of vertue , and that be | 


—_—  — — FI . 4 . . . . *% 
Was not ſeantdalixed at any one beſides bimſelf : | ught, at Saint Ignatius requeſt, that he gi 
3T- and in & letter , which 1 have ſeen and read, | thice days before him. The Bleſſed man x | I 


LVLY, 


he writ that be nexer treated with any man , 
thowgh neuer ſo greenous & ſinner , of ſpiritual 
aff airs, but that be gained and learnt ſome good 
of him by that communication : for that indeed 
he held bimſelf to be always the greater fin- 
ner. To which purpoſe he was wont to ſay 
that be did not think there was 4 man in the 
world, that bn the one ſide Was receiving ſo great 
ant /o continual fauors from the buuntiful Lana 
of God; and yet on the other ſide was ſo defetline 
and negligent in bis ſeruice, as bimſeif. One 
day, as I was with him alone, and our diſcours 
was of burials, he told me, that be defired and 
begd of our Lord, that after bis death b1s body 
qpight be caſt out pon 4 dungbilt , for to be 
eaten by dogs and crovs, for it being a moſt 
hoathſom 4nd filthy dunghil, what els , laith he, 
thould 1 defire , in punizbment of the many 
and greens fins lhaue committed againſiGod, 
pampering , and making much of it ? his de- 
Ire was to be mockt and laughed at by all: 
and if he would have permitted kimſclf to be 
carried on with the feryor of his mind, he 
would haue gon vp and down the ſtreets , al- 
moſt naked and like a fool , that the boys of 
the town might hauc made ſport with him, 
and thrown dirt vpon him. But he repreſſed 
this greataffetion ofbumility with his cha- 
fity and'zeal of procuring his neighbors go- 
©d. Very ſeeldom was he heard to ſpeak of 
any thing concerning himſclf , and that ypon 
moſt yrgent and preſſing occafions: and if in 
Fu preſence any thing was ſpoken that re- 
anded to his prais , he was preſently con- 
founded within himſelf : and his face was 
Couered with tears and 3 modeſt ſhame. Saint 
Jenatius had for his Confeſſarius Father Ta- 
mes Eguia, an ancient and graue Perſonage 
of the Socicty , and native of the Kingdom of 
Navar , 4 man of that ſanRity and perfe&ion, 
that our holy father ſpeaking once to meof 
him; faid ; when We 5ball com to heaven, Father 
Tames Weill te ſo hizh aboue ws, that ve sbal 
fearce be able to look, vp to bim, This good man 
would ſpcak much of the vertues and divine 
graces Communicated by God to our holy 
Father, as one that well knew bis conſcience, 
and the purity and rare endowments of his 
ſoule. Which Saint Ignativs coming to vn: 
derſtand was much troubled , and command- 


| 
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ſo perſeR and truly humble 3 knowle - 
of himſelf , that by our Lords eſpecia] wh 
for many years before Þ15 Ceath, he had nor 
any temptation of vanity. For his foule vai 
ſo illuſtrated with heaucnly light , that be 
could ſay he feared nowiceleſs then wain lor 
which notwithſtanding 15a worm, that often 
cats and conſumes the wy Cedars of Liba- 
nus, and is engendred by the blind loye and 
conceit whicha man has of himſelf, All his 


ations and whatſocuer belonged ynto him 
oY 


fauorcd of humility : his apparel was poor 
thoughclcanly , his bed yo , his diet very 
mean and poor ,and ſo ſober and tempera, 
that it was a peppetual abſtinens ,and what 
he cat was always the courſeſt, He emploicd 
himſelf willingly in the moſt mean and bun. 
ble offices about the hous , and in making the 
beds,and drefling vp the chambers ofthe tick, 
In thipgs that he was notcertain of, he egily 
ſubmitted to the iudgwent and opinion of 
others. And being Superiour , he cqualled 
bigaſelf in all —_ to his jnfcriors, yea fie 
quently ſubmitted and ſubiced himſelf ynto 
them with wonderful meeknes and huailiy, 
Whilſt he cxplicated Chriſtian dofrin atRo- 
me , 4 boy thatliuedin the hous told him one 
day very ſimply and plainly that be foke bad 
italian , and that be Would do W#ll to fiuly to 
ſpeak better. The. father replyed : child, this 
aſt good reaſon for What thou ſaiſt, } pra thee 
note my {aults , and tell meof them. One ofthe 
chicf reaſons for which he would have hi 
Order called the Society of TESVS, was that 
himſelf might not be nawed or menti 


ed not only the Author or Founder ofit, but 
cuen to haue had the leaſt hand in it, And 88 
often as he ſpoke of it, he called ir, thirſt 
Society: for as himſelf was litle in hisown go, 
ſo would he have his children to cſteemad 
account themſelues the legft of all. Now what 
ſhall I ay of bis humility in retuſing ou 
and ſo erneſtly the office of General ? whi 

| te would never accept of, yntill his Conel 
ſarius told him that in confeience be Yar ol" 
ged therunto. Nor was he content with 
but afterwards in the year one t 

five hundred and fifty , he cauſed the gravel 
Fathers of the Society to meet in Rome ,10 


init, thinking himſelf yaworthy to be clieca» 
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cd him ## wertue of boly obedience newer to ſpeak, | the cnd he might reſign vp his charge: where £x 
ahore of bim in bis prais, during bis life. But | he protefied wnto them before out Lord (us £0 
— it was very hardto make the holy old | bad often alſo wrote vnto them) that be bud me 
wan forbear to ſpeak of him, hewould con | divers times ſeriouſly indged, that be vaxtedis ng 
fcfs no more vnto _ but took an other |; 4 manner infirit aegrees of thije paris andte | tri 
Ghoſtly Father, Wherupon Father Iames E- | eats that are required in him. that is #0 beat Tc 
guia vicd to wish that be might line ſome | that «ffice and charge: wherasall we that yes IT 
deyr after Saint Ignatius , for to declare acquainted with bim,d1d know thathe > 


What be knels of bis eminent ſanility ; But | 
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Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Confeſlor, 


all Religious Superiors might take him 
<4 bao and example, 80d wheras he 
could not obtain his deſire for. that time , he 
omitted not to treat of the ſame buſines again; 
moſt cincſtly ſuing for a diſcharge of thar 
emploiment, as well to attend wholy to con- 
templation , and 2 more intimat Communica- 
tion with Almighty God : as allo tor that he 
thought him/e:f to be zood for nothing , and to 
inder and keep off (me other from the gowern- 
nent and a/miniſtration of the Society , who 
might benefit it far more. But this alſo could 
not ſucceed with him according to bis deſire : 
{or he was told that the Society Would nener 
wnſent to haue any other Superiour fo long as it 
1.aled God to conſerus biz in life. From lo 
reat hunulity proceeded the contempe of 
Plelt and defire to be miſuſed, tor be that 
i truly bumble , ſaith Saint Bernard , defereth 
19 be humbled , and taketh bamiliation for 4 
mean; to obtain bumility.Herice allo did ſpring 
his fortitude in troubles and difficulties ; and 
ratience in all aduc1fities and tribulations. 


For the man that is truly humble, acknowleds | 


gin himſelfto be a ſinner knows he deſerues 
00 —_ or comfort;and that no euil or miſe- 
can happen vnto, him which is not leſs 
en what his offences have merited;and doth 
much rexoice that all creatures , as executioe 
ders of the divineTuſtice , do conlpire to. re» 
tenge Gods quarrel vpon him. | 
What ſhall we fay of the perfe& mortifica- 
tionof hjs paſſ;ons , and ofall inordinat affe- 
\Aioas : wherby he arrived to an admirable 
peace of his ſople , and ſo great quictnes and 
uility , that nothing was able to trouble 
«turd him ? his complexion was chole- 
ck; yet notwithſtanding, in his ſpeech and 
behaviour he was ſo mild and {weet , that he 
wa taken by ſome to be flegmatick and ofa 
cold conſtitution. But he had ſo maſtered and 
ouercom the vicious exceſs ofcholler, that he 
ever retained the efficacy , force, and vigor 
which it gives to the execution of affairs. He 
always kept one andthe ſame tenor and <qua- 
ltyin all things;and although the diſpoſition 
aſh body varjed, yetthe temper of his mind 
yaſtill the ſame , never altered or charged 
vith any diverſity of occurrences,or diffcren- 
& oftimes, Yea this equality ot mind , and 
perpetual conſtancy redounded in ſome ſort 
this body , wherin always appeared a moſt 


Kwirable compoſition and order , and thoſe 


EXtenour ſigns iq} his comportment and 
countenance, which reaſon required, On a ti- 
Re when he was lick, the Dattar aduiſed him 
19 adaut ns thoughts that mizbt afflit} or cou- 
triþat bim. And hereupon he began to exa- 
Mio bimſcl{pbat thing in this world cauldcau- 
le tim sffuFion : and having reuolued divers 

8 in bis thoughts,this only occurred that 
Vs Gpable 9 put hiqato ſome trouble : if by 


Jome accident the Society of Toſus chould be dif 
ſolned: and yet he doubted not but that if «. 
wen this [ad diſaſter 4id happen Yithout any 
fanlt of bis ; after he bad recollefed bis mind 
for the ſpace of 4 quarter of an bour in praver, 
he 1bould return to his former peace and tran- 
quillity : yea he added that by Gods grace be 
sbould not looſe the quiet repoſe and ſerenity of 
bis mind , though all the Society sbowld com to 
be diſiolued as ſalt in the Tater. How entirely 
then bad he forſaken himſelf, and deeply ro- 
oted his foule and hart in God, who in fo 
great 2 matter , ſo proper and peculiar , and 
withal fo dear vato him , was fo ſubie& and 
fo reſigned to the divine will ? which 1s 4 
moſt cuident ſign that all paſſions and affec- 
tions were wholy mortified in hia). 

By this mortification ; and by the perſe& 
knewlege and contempt be had of himſelf, 
Saint Ignatiusarriued toa very high and cmi- 
nent degree of charity , which 1s the ſummof 
all vertues, and the accompliſhment ot per- 
feftion, And as for his burning andenflamed 
loue of Ged , how could it appear more, then 
by all that be did and ſuffered for his ſake:for 
true louc is never idle :nor it iscontent'only 
with doing , but it muſt alſo ſuffer much for 
its beloved, and defiresto giue its life for him, 
And who can cxplicat how much this bleſſed 
Father did do, and what great things he ſuf- 
ſered, for to ſet forth our Lords honor , and 
dilate his glory through the world? part whe- 
rof may be coniefured by what hath big al- 
redy ſaid, But he himſelfproteſted that if af 
things Watſocuer are pretious 1a the world were 
put together , they would be wnto him as durt 
or nothing in comparaiſon of the fauors and gra 
ces owt Lord bad beſtowed wpon him \ in the 
perſecutions , priſons , and bands Which for bes 
loue and honor he bal endured. «And that no 
created thing can cauſe to & (onle ſo great and 
ſolid ioy and comfort , as to ſuffer for Chri#.To 
which purpoſe being demanded by 4 certain 
Father, what as the rhorteſt , and moſt certain 
and aſiured way to perfeRion : he anſwered : 
to endure many and great adnerfitics for the 
loue of Chriſt. «Askthis grace ,fais he , of our 
Lord : for on whom ſoewer he beſtoves it he does 
bim Wvithal many other great and fingular fas 
w0rs, that go along With this grace. This praye 
er did the holy tather make tor himſclt , and 
taught his children to pray in like manner. 
Whence we gather his burning louc of God. 
Though we have other clearer arguments 
how much he loucd Almighty God , and his 


neighbor for God, The icope vnto which - 


he directed all bis ations , cares, and intentte, 

ons , was Gods greater glory. For it was not ce 

nough for him to abſtain from all offcace 

his divine Maieſty , but he procured that he 

might be continually glorified : and when 

two things , wherby God might be —_— 
ve 
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were preſcfted vnto him, he always made 
choice of that , wherby Gods greater glory 
was to enſue. And this was ,as we faid , bis 
deviſe and motto , and the end and mark 
wherat all his defigns and purpoſes were di- 
reed. Often ſpeaking with Almighty God, 
be broke out intothis fiery aſpiration.0 Lord, 
What do F defire, or What can F deſire beſides thee? 
and he did io erneſtly thirſt after the diſſolu* 
tion from the priſop ofhis body, that thinking 
of it , he could not efrain from teares otioy. 


And this was not ſo wuch tor the hope of 


obtaining that ſouerain good for bimlelf, as 
fot the longing deſire he had to behold the 
Glory of the moſt ſacred Humanity of our 
Lord and Sauivur , whom he loved fo cntirc- 
ly : cucn as & fiend retoyces exceedingly to 
ſee the glory and honor of him , whom he 
loves with all his hart, And yet notwithſtand- 
ing this inflamed dcfire of ſeing and enioying 
his Lord ; inthe year one thouſand five hun- 
died forty one, in the monthotluly I happe- 
ned to be preſent when he ſaid , that if owr 
Lord Would put it to bis choice preſently to de- 


| part out of this life for to enwy eternal bappi- 


| 


neſt: or toremain longer in the world , without 
further ſecurity of final perſeurrance in wertue ; 
be would chooſe this latter , if ty laying here 
longer, he might a0 bis Maieſiy ſome notable ſer- 
wice:lo diſingaged was the holySaint ofeltin- 
tereſt, and ſo direftly did he caſt his eyes ypon 
God , without reflecting them vpon his owri 
danger or ſecurity. And he added. What King 
or Prince is there in the Y0114, who, if be off ered 


ſome great reward toone of his ſeruants ; andbe 


thould refuſe to enioy it preſently, that be might 
do bim ſome extra1dina:y ſeruice ; Yould not 
think bimſelf obliged to conjerue yea to encreas 
bis reward, ſince be diff erred the preſent poſieſfi» 
6n and eniozing of it for k1s Maieſtier ſake, and 
t0 aduance bis ſeruice andinter eſt? and if men 
do proceed in this generous manner With their 


ſulzefs, What are We not to bope for of our Lord? 


or boWv can We feare that be will forſaks ws, or 
permit v3 to fall , when for his ſake , and to do 
'bim ſome good ſernice , and promote his bonor 
aniglory , Ye are content to debar ourſelues for 
4 While of fo great 4 103 ano infinit 2 felicity; 


. 45 is the being vith him and eniozing bis moſl 
_ comfortable preſence? let others fear and appre- 


hend this if they pleas : for my part, I will newer 
entertain any ſuch thourbt of ſo great ,ſo zood, 
ſo ſveet , ſo ſouerain and Almighty Lord , and 


for the former of ſuffering thoſe paint, 111, 


— 


[2 
much apprebend it : tut it ſeemedihat it kould Us 


be an wnſafferable trouble and offliflion wan Wl, 


me to bear Gods boſy Name at n/eq an; blaſpbe 
med. How inflamed mult this man haye bin 
with the louc of God , who found his hat 
to be thus diſpoſed and affeted toward; 
him? what an immens fire was burning in 
that breaſt, which could not be overcem 
the raging flames of hell 7 for cuen amor @ 
thoſe flames he apprehended not his own 
pain, but the iniury donto his Lord whom 
he loucd infinitly more then himſelf. 
From this ardent and feruentloye of God 
proceeded , as from its true ſource, the rear 
loue he had of his neighbors, for he beheld 
them all in God, and God inthem: and yſed 
to ſay, that Were it any Ways profitable or cn. 
ducing to the gaining of any ſoule , be youll go 
along the ſtreets bare foot , loaden ith mir: and 
dung , and affronted and ininred in the mf 
beinous and diſeraceful manner that could it 
denied: and that there Was no ſlate or conditicn 


Jo baſe , vile and contempiible , which ith the 


greateſt ivy and contentment be Would nt take 
wpon bim if by that means be might gaint Gul 
but one ſoule, At Parishe vied all means ts 
withdraw 4 certain lewd man that was too 
familiar with an other mans wife , from that 
milſcrable ſtate : and finding that nothing 
would ſucceed with him , fo obſtinat he was 
in that filthy and abominable affeRion : he 
enticed one day intoa lake, by which the othet 
wasto paſs, inavery ſharp and bitter ſeaſon: 
and as the miſerable wretch weatalong, he 


| crycd out vnto him in a dreadful voice inthit 


' 
| 


Kinz of Kings. One day it came into his mind | 


to cxamin and ſound his hart , what feeirng or 
reſentment be should haue, if God sbould caſt 
hin into bell. And he explicated his mind in 
writing in thele terms, which Thave ſeenand 
xcad in his own hand. T\vo things did 1 repre- 
dent wnto myſelf : tovit the pain and torment 
Shich- there 1 was 10 endure : and that the 
holy Nameof opt Lord is there blaſphemes 4s 


manner. Tho art going , thou foolich and wh 


 fortunat man, to welter in thy beaſtly pleſutt, 


and litle regardeſt the heauy flroke of Godtre- 
wengeful band , that is falling wpon thee, But 
go thy Ways , ferng thou art ſo mad : fit it 
the mean while Je remain her affiifing and 
tormenting my body With cold, for to divet,if 
7 can , the punishment that expefls thee, That 
tond and paſſionat louer was eucn beyond 
himſclt with  admitation at this ſo exceſſive 
charity of Saint Ignatius; and being toudt 
at the' hart with the powerful grace of out 
Lord , returned home , and vtterly forſook 
that diſhoneſt and damnable converſation, 
with which the enemy ofmans faluation had 
detained him fo long a time captiue Saint lj 
natius was fo free from bearing an ill will, 
keeping any grudge in higwind againſt thoſe 
that had don him a' bad turn ; that be 4 
not only from his hart pardon them , butſov 
ght all mcansto oblige them, endeauowing 
always to do them ſome ſuch notable fauor ot 
good ſeruice,as might be greaterthenws 
iniury or affront he bad received from thett 


A ſchool fellow of histhat lodged in the fave 
chamber with him atParis, bcivg oy" 7 


"at 


Saint Tgnatius of Loyola, Confeſſor, 


him to keep the almes that had bin ſent him, 


avercom With the temptation , ran away 


us 08 yitb all his mony, leauipg the holy man in 


wo 1; Il, "reat want and neceſſity : but afterwards 
bes Fill he was at Roan , be fell dangerouſly 
In ick , and had no frend to relicue or help him 
at :n his extremity : yet knowing well the cha- 
rds rity 04 Saint Jgnatius, he wrote vnto him,and 
In moſt crneſt]y beſought him tor to aſſiſt himin 
by what he coyl. The bleſſed Saint praied for 
pl him moſt affeftuoully to our Lord, and ner 
wn content with that , went himlelt preſently to 
Om Roan (which is diſtant eight and tweaty lea- 
ues f:om Paris) tor to find him out, and at- 
, ord him all the relieve and tuccor he cou'd, 
at Andthis iorney he vndertook with fo great 
ld courage and alacrity of ſpirit , that he weat 
ed thoſe eight and twenty leagues inthree days, 
ne Mrefoot, and did not eat or drink once by the 
g way: for he offered vp the Jabor and toile of 
ud he iorncy for the recouery of him that had fo 
o colcnedand abuſed him. There was an other 
te man alſo at Paris, whom Saint Ignatius had in 
on zparticular manner obliged with fingular fa- 
the yisand good turns , and yet he by the infſti- 
ke zation of the diuil, becoming in amanner fu- 
z0d rious , relolued to kill his benefaRor : and 
to coming vp 4 pair of ſtares with that bloody 
00 &ſgn, heard a dreadful voice that ſaid vnto 
hat hin:$icked vretch What doeſt thou intend to do? 
Ing yherat he being exceedingly terrified , caſt 
Vas hinfelf at the Saints feet , and with many 
he tears related vnto him what he had intended, 
her adbow he was digerted. the holy man took 
00: lim vp , comforted and cheriſhed him with 
.he dlkindaces and ſweetnes. But all his charity 
wil couldnot make the very ſame man forbeare 
viſe tobecom once more an inſtrument of Sathan 
atr, inperſecuting Saint Ignatius : for in that ter- 
[te idle ſtorm , which , as we faid before , was 
But riſed againſt our holy Fatherat Rome , not 
[18 lng betoxe the confirmation of his Order, 
and tis man was 4 notable ſtickler , and ceaſed 
if © mitoblow the coales,and to forge or foment 
(bat NInumerable landers and lyes againſt him : 
ond vlich being found out and diſcovered by the 
ſive ludpes , the man was condemned to be moſt 
uit Y fverely puniſhed : and the lentence had bin 
our executed , but thatSaint Jgnatius begged his 
ook pardon; who alſo,for to requite moſt heinous 
lon, Muries with the greateſt benefits , admit- 
bad ted bim into his Order and Society , at his 
tg queſt , and the interceſſion of the aforſaid 
|, aig, But the poor vnconſtant man perle- 
bo F uerednot long in his vocation. 
4d If our holy Father behaued himſelf in this 
low F anner towards ſtrangers , and thoſe that 
wing | ferfecuted him ; how loving and charitable 
or 0 Wye think he was to his frends , his ſubic&s 
zsihe «nd children ? one of the firſt Fathers , that 
be F adivined himſclt vnto him at Paris , was 
ae & ch troubled and tempted in his vocation, 
ed by Tom, 2. 
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! counſel and comfortable ex 


and was in great dangerof being quite yan- 
quiſhed and overcom by the divil : but Saint 
Ignatius freed and reſcucd him as well by his 


by the rigorous pennance he did for him : 
weeping bitterly and praying fervently , and 
velides abſtaining three whol days from all 
manner of ſuſtenance;for to moue our Lotd 
©o comfort and ſtrengthen him in tus holy ſer- 
uice, There was am other Father, very varuly 
and troubleſomto Saint Ignatius,and who by. 
his example was offenſive vato the other Reli- 
gious.All the reuenge our holy Father took of 
him was to pray continually to our Lord and 
to ſhed many tears, for to divert Gods wrath 
from him. And once faying holy Mals, wees 
ping bitterly and often fighing, he cryed thus 
tromthe bottom of his hart. Pardo him de at 
Lord, pardon bim , my Creator , for he knows not 
What be doth. There was 4 Brother of the So-- 
cicty much afflitcd in mind , and even refol. 
ucd to forſake God , the fountain of living 


ccſterns of the world, that contain no cleat 
water of divine grace or {weet repoſe. Out 
holy Father vnderſtanding that the' cauſe of 
bis diſquiet was the ſharze he had to confeſs 
J certain fin he had committed ; Gitcouſed 
ſweetly and familiarly with him , and in con<- 
fidence- opened vnto him all hiz own formet 
life, whilſt he was 2 ſecular man ; bow Hlind 
he bad bin, bow wain in his tourſes , and boW 
fondly additted to the loue of creatures , and bi 
much be had vumored his ſenſual appetit. Whet= 
by he freed the Brother cf that dangerous 
ſhame ; and taught him to have a true conceit 
and eſtithation of the mercy and goodnes of 
our Lord. What ſball I ſay of the mecknesand 
benignity which he vſcd towards all men, but 
eſpecially thoſe that were vnder his charge? 
of the care he took that they ſhould not be 
oucrburdned? of his ſweetnes in condeſcend= 
ing with thoſe that were weak , in raiſing 
thoſe that were fallen , in comforting the 


taking compaſſion of all that were infirmand 
ſickly ? and indeed his care and charity tow« 
ards the ſick was ſingular and admirable, F 
heard him ſay ſometimes , that it was & fpeciat 
prouidence of our Lord , to exerciſe him with 
frequent diſeaſes , and to make bimſo unhealthy 
and ſickly . that ty his own infirmities he might 
wnderſtandWbat other men ſuffered, and take 
compaſſion of their pains and «ffliflions. Why 
he was at Uincenza , he had an ague : andYet 
as ſoon as he vnderſtood that Father Simon 
Rodriguez, one of his firſt companions , lay 

very fick at Baſſana, which is about 4 days 

iorney off from thence, and in ſome danger 

of death : preſently taking Father Faber tor 

his companion , he went thither,and walked” 


a long with ſo much courage and force of 
Z ſpirit 


waters, and to return todrink of the broken 


afflicted , encouraging the faintharted , and 
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ſpirit, which ſuſtained his weak body , that 
Father Faber had much ado to follow him. 
An other time he was traueclling together 
with Father Lairſez, who was fodainly ſeized 
ypon with agreat pain in his fide : wherupon 
Saint Jgnatius lookes about , for to hire biw 
a hors , and giues all the mony that had bin 
given him in alms, which was ſixpence , for 
it, Then wrapping his companion as warm 
as he could in his threedbare cloke , ſets him 
on hors back, and runs before ſo nimbly and 
cheerfully , that Father Lainez, as himſclftold 
me ,could hardly make his hors go ſo faſt, But 
Saint Ignatius fatherly charity never ſhowed 
itſelf more , then in bearing with his ſubiceQs, 


and vtterly forgetting whatſocuer faults they 


committed through human frailty or negli- 
ence , as ſoon as euer they acknowledged 
. van and teſtified their ſorow and defire of 
amendment : being moſt careful to keep their 
credit always cntire , and neuer eſtecming or 
loging them the leſs. By which means, and 
by all bis moſt louing and fatherly way of 
procce ding he did iofinitly endeare vato him 
and win the harts ofall his children,and could 
do with them what he pleaſed:he had them fo 
ſubic&, pliable, and obedient to his will : and 
prouoked them to imitate him in all perteCti» 
on ,and 1n that pure, finccre, and diuine loue 
of our Lord, wherin it conſiſts. And yet this 
loue of his towards his children was not 
feeble and remiſs , but ſwcetand ſtrong, mild 
and ſevere. Foras he was very ſweet and gen- 
tle to the humble and obedient , ſo was he 
teſolut and terrible to the rebellious and ſtit- 
necked, For al his care and vigilancy aimed 
atthis, to incite his ſubieQs vnto vertue, and 
to bring them to perfe&ion ; whertore he car» 
ried himſelt to ſome mildly ,to others ſeucrely, 
according to what was ſutable to their diffe- 
rentdiſpolitions, but ſhowed loue to them all. 
And hedid ſo dexterouſly icin ſweetnes with 
ſeuerity,that he brought vp his children , how 
different ſocuer they were tor humor and com- 
plexioh , to be equally indifferent for offices 
and cmploimentsenioynedjthem by obediens« 
ce,withoutinclining more to one then toan o- 
ther :and yet he examined and conſidered moſt 
nicely eucry ones natural diſpoſition and in- 
clination ; and accommodated himſelf therun- 
to,ſeconding and humoring rhe1r inclination 
in whatſocuer was laudable and conducing 
to vertue. For he vnderſtood fulwell , how 
* thing it is to ſtrive againit the ſtream ; 
oP troubleſom and tedious that is which is 
don with a natural averſion and repugnance: 
and that nothing which is violent is laſting 
and durable. Thus did he vic Religious leve- 
rity in requiring indifference of his ſubieRs; 
and yet a fatkerly mildnesin condeſcending 
to their inclinations, 
It were neuer to make anke an «ni , to 


ſet down wn particular the rare «|; 
Bleficd Fathers charity : andto —_ yo | 
other vertues , that were without a_ 6 of 
Who can ſufficiently admire the Pruden ny | | 
more diuine then human , which or La 
imparted vnto him , for to draw out the a 
del and platform of his Order ? his ncredl 
fortitude and magnanimity 1n yndertak; : 
great things, and reſiſting whatſoever my 
cultiesand contradictions? his mild and hy; 
ble way of dealing and treating vida 
wherby he.gained their harts, and fre _ 
brought his very adverſaries tobe of a la F 
Opinion and mind with him? his vigilantcan 
and induſtry in purſuing and brivging we 
good end all that he vndertook ? for he hl 
not only with great prudence excooitz 
te and contriue the means, the moſt conduc- 
ing to the affairs he had in hand; butwas al 
moſt conſtant and attiuc in applying then: 
and never gaue ouer What he had oncehes 
gun, vntill te had brought it to perfe&ing, 
The ſtrange confidence he always had n 
God ? in his impriſonments , that he would 
protec him; in his labors, that he would bel 
him ; in hard enterpriſes , that he woulde 
them on with a powerful hand;and in hi 
want and pouetty, that he wouldrelieye and 
tuitain both him and his children : as man 
times he did cucn miraculouſly , wherby he 
would ſhow that thisholy fathers ſtrong hope 
and confidence was not in vain. How model 
and cfhcacious were his words ? hoy carey 
was he nor to cenſure any man? hoy circum 
ſpe in [peaking , or hearing others ſpeakof 
faults, _ publick and notorious ? hoy 
prudent in diverting diſcourſes that tendedts 
any manner of murmuration , though neut 
ſo ſmall? what ſhall we fay of the reſt ofhis 
vertues ?in cucry one wherof he was ſoemis 
nent, as ithe bad praftiſed but one fingle one: 
and it is hard to ſay wherin he excelledmoſt 
But let vs leaue the reſt , for to diſcoun d 
that, which is the guide and miſtreſs of ll, 
and as it were the pipe and condvi& , which 
derives all other graces and guifts of Godins 
to the Soule : to wit prayer and devotion, 
which admits4 wan to aiamiliar converſation 
with the divine Maieſty, 

Our holy father acknowledged that out 
Lord bad very libcrally imparted voto him 
the grace of deuotion : which , for his hum 
lity , he thought was given him by reaſon d 
bis weaknes and wilcry. For that teing no# 
old , broken and infirm, he was fit for nat 
ing butto pray andattend wholy to God.1t 
ſaying holy Maſs , and reading the divine 
office, the abunCance of heaucnly delights 
which God powred into his ſoule, wasſcgit* 
at ; and made ſuch ſc wers of tears to fiream 
from-his eyes , thathe was forced to ftopin 
narneiaterey word: and often —_—_ 


Saint Ignativs of Loyola,Confeſlor. 


the diuine ſeruice : and was like to looſe his 
eyes with weeping. In matters of concern he 


þ Could Neuer take any reſolution , though he 


had euident reaſons to conuince his iudgment, 
refore be bad conſulted it with our Lord in 
ayer. He let not an hour paſs in the day 
yithout recolleRing himſelf interiourly,and 
examining his conicience, fo that for ſome 
ghile be would baniſh all other thoughts , 
1nd attend to this, But if the, vrgent neceſſity 
of the bulines he was then aftually employed 
in, allowed him not ſo much time during one 
hour, be d1d not fail to take vp his time of re- 
colleion as ſoon as cuer he could : though he 
lid neuer apply bis mind ſo much to exteri- 
our affairs , that he loſt the ſweet reliſhof in- 
terior deuotion. He had God always and in 
{| things preſent betore his eyes. For all (cr- 
acd him tor a book, wherin to read the divine 
perfeRions , and by that mcans to elevate his 
hart vnto lis Creator : for out of all, he was 
drawing for bimſclf wholſom documents and 
aduiſes. And he recommended this manner of 
prayer as very profitableto all but moſt parti. 
mlarly tothoſe who are emploied in exteriour 
fairs appertaining to Gods holy ſeruice and 
honor, Before he betook himſelt to prayer, he 
prepared his ſoule and entring into the cloſet 
droratory of his hart, enkindled his affeftion 
n that ſort ,that it appeared in his counten- 
znce, and he ſeemed to be all on fire ,as we 
kequently obſcrucd. In every particular thing, 
bow ſmall and litle ſoeuer , that belonged to 
his converſation with God, he ſtord ſo much 
yon his gard, and vſed ſo great attentionand 
crcumipeRion of mind , as if he had beheld 
tha iofinut Maieſty there preſent before his 
yes: this appeared when he ſaid grace beto- 
te,or gaue thanks to God after meat, andin 
al other occaſions, He bada fingular guift of 
tears, which he ſhed moſt abundantly at his 
prayers, with great comfort cf his ſpirit, and 
to leſs damage to his body , of which he mas» 
& {mall account , ſo that his ſoule got fruit 
nd benefit therby, But at length becauſe the 
doftorstold him that ſo continual an cffufion 
o tears did much impair his health , he being 
Onunced by reaſon , beſought our Lord to 
givehim the command ouer his tears : which 
Lord granted hjm, and afterwards he could 
iedor repreſs his tears as he pleaſed. And he» 
in our merciful Lord was ſo bountiful vato 
him,that though his eyes were dry, his ſpirit 
Was fill watered with heacenly dew : and 
the divine illuſtrations ceaſed not to flow as 
Opiouſly into h1s ſoule, notwithſtanding the 
uces of his tears were {but vp by reaſon: ſo 
his weeping Was refrained, but the force 
and yertue of it was neuer wanting to him.No 
wiſe, how great ſocuer it were , could trou- 
e or diſtract him in his prayers, if it happen- 
(not by his fault ; but if it were in his pow- 


| 


| 


| 


er to haue prevented the noiſe or any other 
diſturbance which ariſed whilſt he was pray» 
ing , then he was ſomewhat troubled , notfor 
tic thing itſelt,but tor his negligence or fault 
which he committed in not providing that 
no ſuch occaſion ſhould be giuen. Saint [ona- 
tivs being once demanded by father Lainez 
what manner of prayer he vſed, gave this an- 
[wer : that #2 matters concerning Almighty God 

be behaued himſelf rather paſſinely then af7inely: 
or theſe are the terms that contemplatiues and 
thoſe who do write ot the manner of prayer, 
do ordinarily vie, and they eſteem this to be 
the higheſt degree of contemp{ation ; ſo that 
Saint Dehis the Arcopagit ipeaking of his 
Maſter in ſpirit Hicrotheus , faith of him : erat 
patiens dining, 

He was exceeditigly devout to the moſt 
ſacred Uirgin Mary , our Bleſſed Lady : and 
from the time that he opened his eyes to be- 
hold the lighe of Heauen , he took her for his 
moſt ſpecial Patroneſs and 4duo:at, having 
recours vnto her inall his neceſſitics, difficul- 
tics and labors ; and rec-iving extraotdinary 
graces and fauors from her moſt bountiful 
hand: as appears in the whol cours ofhis lite. 
And what wonder that he ſhould be ſo much 
addicted to prayer, who was fo highly fauor- 
ed by our Lord at his prayers 3 and that he 
ſhould be wholy abſorpt in contemplation, 
whom the diuine Maieſty did ſoilluſtrate with 
his frequeat viſitations,and revelations of the 


| greateſt Myſteries ? for whilſt he lay fick of his 


| 
| 


wound , betore he had yet renounced the ya- 


| Nitics of the world for to ſerue our Lord, his 


' divine Maiefty began to fauor him in this 


kind , andſent vnto him his Apoſtle Saint Pe- 


ter in his greateſt danger, for to reitore vnta 
' him his health, But as ſoon as he had put him+ 
| felf vader the banner of Ieſus Chriſt, and did 


| 
1 
| 
| 


very much apprehend the weaknes of his fleſh, 
the moſt glorious and ſouerain Queen of An« 
gels, with her pretious and dear Son in her 
arms , appeared vato him as he was broad 
awake ;and enlightning him with the ſplend+ 
or of her glory , recreating and ſtrengthning 
him with her ſweet and amiable preſence, 


; blotted out of his ſoule , asit were with her 


hand, all diſhonelt and vaclean repreſentati- 
ons, and imprinted therin 4 loue of puriry 
and chaſtity, During his abode at Manreſa, 
after he bad paſſed thoſe tormeots of conſct» 
ence cauſed by ſcruples and tentations, which 
brought him to that extremity we ſpokeot ; 
our Lord did wonderfully comfort and che- 
riſh him with extraordinary fauors. For as 
he was fitting one day vpon the Reps of Saint 
Dominicks Church , and reading vur Blefled 
Ladics office with much deuotion , our Lord 
on aſodainilluſtrated his vnderitanding, and 
repreſented vnto him 3 figure of the moſt 
Bleſſed Trinity , which extcriourly expreſied 
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vnto him what interiourly God gaue him to | 


" vnderſtand : which cauſed in bim fo gieat 
comfort and ſpiritual ioy ; that he could not 
reſtrain his ſobs and tears ; nor ſpeak of any 
thing but thisholyMyſtery ,deliucring the high 
conceit he had of it with ſo many ſimilitudes 
and examples , that all who heard him were 
amazed and aſtoniſhed, And from that time 
forward tbis ineffable myſtery was ſo imprin- 


ted in his ſoule , that be writ a book of this | 


profound matter, which contained fourſcore 
leaues, though at that time he had neuer ſtu- 
dicd, and could but only read and write. And 
always retained ſo ciear and diſtinQt an intel- 
ligence ofthe Trinity of Perſons, of the diuine 
Effence , of the diſtinion and propriety of 
the Perſons, that he hath noted himſelf in a 
treatiſe which was found after hisdeath, wri- 
ten in his own hand , that he could not bane 
learnt ſo muth With many years ſtudy. And in 
an other writing he ſauh chat it ſeemed to bim 
there was 10 more to belearnt in this life, concer- 
ning thoſe affairs, then our Lord bad imparted 
wnto'bim in 4 certain viſion. Butto return a- 
gain to Manreſa, an other time there was re- 
preſented vnto him the manner which God 
obſcrucd in creating the world: an other time 
hearing Maſs in the Monaſtery of Saint Do- 
minik,atthe time of the elevation ofthe holy 
Hcſt, he clearly ſaw with the eyes ot his ſoule 
our Lord Iclus Chriſt , true God and Man, 
contained and couecred with the vail and ſpe- 
cies of bread. Seucral times being at his pray- 
ers , with the ſame interiour eyes he beheld 
for a good while together the ſacred Huma- 
nity ot our Sawiour Ieſus Chriſt : ſometimes 
alſo the moſt glorious Virgin Mary , his Mo- 
ther : and this not only at Manreſa, but alſo 
aſterwards at Padua , at Rome, and in other 
places. He went once from Manrefa to i litle 
Church diſtantfrom thence 4 quarter ofa lea- 
gue ,there to-pray : and whilſt he was going, 
he was ſodainly tranſported , and elcuatedin 
ſpirit : wherfore he fat himfclf down by the 
river fide ; and as he caſt the eyes of his body 
vpon the water, thoſe cf his ſoule were illu- 
minated with 4 new extraordinary light, for 
he ſaw not any ſenſible or waterial ſhape or 
figure : but beheld admirable things atter an 
intelligible and yery ſublime manner. With 
this light he diſcoucred diuers things concer- 
ning the Myſteries of our holy faith : ando- 
thers that belonged to ſpeculative ſciences, 
So that wany things , wherof he had ſome 
knowledye before, ſeemed now to be differ- 
ent and new.This viſion laſted for long whi- 
le.But nothing in this kind is more admirable 
then what happened vato him an other time 
at Manreſa. For vpon 4 ſaturday, at the hour 
of Complin , he was ſo alienated from his 
ſenſes, and left ſo without any motion or fe- 
cling, that cucry one thought he was dead + 
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and they had buried him , but that t 
ceined at length that his bart was ſill beatin 
though very weakly.He continuedinthis;, 
or cxtaly vntil ſaturday was a leuennight: for 
then about the ſaine hour of compli, inthe 
preſenceof divers, who were watching andoh. 
ſerving him, he opened his eyes , as if he had 
awaked out of a fweetand pleaſant ſleep and 
with a gracious and louing voice ſaid Ieſu 
This is teſtified by thoſe who were therepres 
ſeat That Reuelation which he had at his 
comming to Rowe , as we ſaid before Was 
very notable,when the Eternal Father appeg» 
red vnto him , and bis bleſſed Son with his 
Cots ypon his ſhoulders , ſpoke thus yn, 
to him: Fgo vobis Rome propitius ero, Likes 
wiſc being at Mont Catino ( where Saint 
Benedi& ſaw the ſoule ot Saint German Bj. 
ſhop of Capua, carried by Angels, ina globe 
offireto Heauen ,as Saint Gregory writeth) 
the Bleſſed Father beheld the Soule of Bache. 
lor Hvuzius, one ofthoſe that came vntohin 
at Venice , mounting vpin great gloxy tg 
Heauen. And he knew that it was the ſouls 
ot Hozius, one of his Socicty , whoat Padua, 
whither he was ſent together with father 
lohn Codurius , paſlcd vntoa better life, And 
afterwards when this ſame Iohn Codurivs 
died in Rome , vpon the day of the decollz- 
tion of Saint Iohn Baptiſt , in the year ofour 
Lord one thouſand five hundred tourty one, 
the Bleſſed Father going that morning belore 
hedied, to ſay Mal for him at the Monaſtery 
of Saint Peter de Monte aureo, which ison 
the 'other fide of the Riucr Tyber , whilit he 
was paſling the bridge of Sixtus, ſay father 
Codurius Soule enuironed with great light 
and glory,carricd vp into Heauen : then turn» 
ing to Father Iohn Baptiſta Viola , who ac+ 
companied him, and told me of it, ſaid: fathr 
lobn Colurias is deceaſed. Father Leonard 
Keſlel a Flemin , was one of the ancient Fa» 
thers of that province , 4 very great ſcruant 
of God, and ſo cſteemed in the Society. 1 
knew him at Cullen, where he laid the fl 
fundations of our Colledge there, andgouete 
ned it many years with great opinion offanc- 
tity. This worthy man deſired muchto ſeeand 
conuers a while with his Bleſſed Father and 
Maſter Saint Ignatius: he writ vnto him, ak+ 
ing leaue to go on foot from Cullen to Rome, 
which is more then three hundred leagues, 
only to (ce bim, and enioy his boly communicatis 
03. Saint Ignatius anſwered him, that bi: pre 
ſence vas neceſiary at Cullen forGods ſernice;and 
therfore willed bim not to remoue from them: 
for our Lord would ſo ordain that he might /t 
him without undertaking ſo long and teaous 
zorney. Alter ſqme time, Saint Ignatius , Whi 
he was yet aliue , appeared one night to Fas 
ther Leonard at Cullen, when he was awa**, 
and diſcourſed with him ſome time; and = 
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left him exceedingly comforted for having 
htzined bis defire in ſo trange and waruc- 
manner. Saint Ignatius not long after 
tis death appeared one morning to Tohn Pa- 
(chalis \who was wont every day togo hear 
ke fiſt Maſs iD a Chapel of Saint Eulalia, 
which is 1 the Cathedral Church at Barcc» 
| 12, Hc howd himiclt vnto him nereto the 
" \ Altar : and Paſchalis preſently cries out : 
| m father \ Whither .are you going ? and 

;kes towards him. But Saint Ignatius mak- 
- 3 fign with his hand that he ſhould come 
19 neerer , Vaniſhed out of his ſight. Divers 
things Go 1 omit in this kind , not to be 


idious. But that which we who liued and | 
converled moit familiarly with our holy Fa- | 
tler, do moſt ot all admire in him, is that 
tycoly vihons , i1cuclations, and {uch like | 
yyors , being moſt viual and ordinary with | 


um ( as we found aſterwaids in certain pa- 
15 written with his own hand, whilit he 
- making the Conſtitutions of his Order) 


ve (carce euer heard bim ſpeak , or make 


nention of any Reuclation, viſion, rapt , ex- 


aly,or apy favor of that nature : but all bis 


licours was of humility , thartty , pattence , 
if contempt , geal of Gods glory , laboring or 
kt conwerſcon of Joules , prayer , mortification , 
mdather [uch wertues, of which he made the 
oreateſt account. For theſe do make men be+ 
om Saints and frends of God : thoſe other 
kwors, though they ſhine more in the eyes 


ofmen , yet are but tokens and figns, and | 
boſenot certain and infallible, of grace and | 
knftity. And not only the ſoule of this great 
kryant of our Lord was 1lluſtrated with | 


kevenly lights , and adorned with the fauors 
ve baue ſpoke of : but part of that abundan- 


which repleniſhed hisfoule, redounded ſo- | 
tetimes to his body. For divers beheid his | 


wuntenance reſplendent, and ſparkling with 
kdiant beams of a ſweet and gracious light, 
fewasſeen in this manner by Eliſabeth Ro- 
{whilſt he was fitting among children vpon 
te ſteps ofthe Altar,a: we ſaid before; andin 
le ſame city by lohn Paſchalis, ſon of Agnes 
Mchalis , who harbored him ſome while in 
lis hous : and ſome others ſaw the fame, 
vhen he returned to Loyola from Paris; and 
odped in the Hoſpital. And infine at Rome 
the bleſſed Father Philip Nereus , 4 man of 
known ſap&ity , and founder of the Oratory 
of hoſe venerable Prieſts of our Bleſſed Lady 
& Navicul4\, which haue don ſo wuch good 
in that city ( with whom I bad the honor 
o befamiliarly acquainted) was 4 moſt de- 
out child of our Bleſſed Father Saint Jgnati- 
u;and came vnto him for countel in all his 
Gubts and troubles : and if at any time he 

vere fad or heauy, felt his bart much lightned 

adreioyced with only ſeeing Saint Ignatius 

This holy man was wont to ſay that he had 

Tom. 2, 


ſeveral times beheld a glory about his head, 
which caſt forth moſt bright and reſplendent 
beames, But it js yet more remarkable, what 
happened to Alexander Petrenius, 2 famous 
phiſitian in Rome , and 2 great frend of our 
Blefſed Father.For as once he lay dangerouſly 
lick , Saint Ipnatiug went to viſit him, anden. 
tred into his chamber, which was then very 
obſcure and dark , all the windows being 
ſlut: but as Saint Ignatius entted , Alexander 
ſaw it all repleniſhed with light; wherat be- 
ing much ſurpriſed , he asked his wife what 
light it was : and preſently recovered , and 
attributed this fauor to the Bleſſed mans 
preſence. And though at that time he diſſem- 
bled the matter, and paſſed it over in filence, 
Yetafter Saint Ignatius death , he manifeſts 
ed and publilled it with great admiration 
and eſtcem of his Sanity. Whilſt he lived 
with Iohn Palchalis , he was ſeen by him 
at his prayers, cleuated more then a toot 
aboue ground, ard lard to ſpeake thus to 
Almighty God : o my God lo xy Lord | o 
tha. mn knew thee |! 

Our Lord imparted vnto his ſervant alſo 
the gilt of Prophely : for being 1lluſtrated 
with i divine Jight, he forctold'divers things 
long betorc they happened. When he depart= 
ed from Manrefa, to go to Ileruſalem : the as 
tore named John Paſchalis , being then but a 
youth c1ghteen years old , had a mind to ace 
ccmpanry him in that pilgrimage. But he wils 
Id him to ſlay at home, for toaſſiit and help 
his mother. And further told him that be would 
one day mary and baue children ; but should not 
Want great troubles and moleFations , which 


he counſelled him to bear patiently and con-' 


ſtantly : and divers other things he foretold 
him . which all fell out accordingly, Being 
once in Flanders, whither, as we ſaid, he was 
torced during his ſtudies to go ſometimes from 
Paris, and dining with certain merchants 
that had inuited him, he caſt his cyes vpon 
one of them that was fartheſt off, whoſe name 
was *Peter Buanratus , born at Medina del 
Campo: and after be had beheld him very 
attcntiuvely he took hima part, and ſaid vnto 
him : 304 are to do great ſernice to «Almighty 
God: ou Vil be 4 great frend of the Soviety of 
FEIVS, and founder of 4 fair and braue Cola 
ledge for it : therfore it is fit Ye Should begin 
bertmes to be acquainted ; and that from hence 
forward 1 should loue andreſpet7 you as my Bro- 
ther ; and do What lyes in my pover for to ad 
unce aud further you in vertue. And this bein 
ſpoken ſo long betore the Socicty was inſtj- 
tuted, fell out as our holy Faiher toretold. For 
diucrs years after , Peter 2uadratus with 
Franciſcs eMaiona, his wite , founded the 
Colledg , which the Society hath at this pre= 
lent iz Medina Hel Campo. As he wenttrom 
Vincenza to Baſlana,tor to viſit Father Simop 
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his wife, dying , the Duke entred intothe $6; 


vo 
fue hundred htty five, vpon the fealt of the I 


that was very fick , and in danger 3 he left 
for a while bis companion. Father Faber, and 
retired for to pray for the fick man, and when 
he returned again , told him that their good 
brother and companion shogld recouer. Then co- 
ming tothe place where he |ay, embraced him, 
and ſaid. Fear not , Brother Simon, you sball 
nut dy of this diſeas ; and with this preſently 
cured him , as father Simon often teſtified, 
and father Faber told father Lainez,; of whom 
I heard it. Once it fell out alio at Baſlana, 
that one of his firſt diſciples and companions 
began to waver in his vocation , and to be- 
thir.k himſelf whether it would not be better for 
him , to lize there in company of 4 boly Hermit, 
and attend to contemplation; then to folio 1g- 
aatius, and employ bimſelf in helping bis netghe 
bors, Whilſt he was thus perplexed and anx1- 
ous , he was going one day to conſult the bu 
fines with the Hermit himſelf : but by the 
way was tertibly aftrghted with 4 dreadful 
vition, whichour Lord permitted him to lee, 
for to ſetle him in the good cours he bad be- 
gun. Wherfore 1n ſtced of going on to the 
Hermit, he turns back, and cows into the 
1>dging where Saint Ignativs was, quite ayaſt 
and out of breath : and he, ſcing all that 
paſſed in his mind , ſais vnto bi with a wild 
reprchenſion : zodice fidei , quare dulitaſti? 
thou man of litle fatth, Why ataſt thou doubt? 
and the other confirmed with theſe words, 
perſeuered in his vocation vnro death, In the 
year one thouſand fue hundred fourty one, 
S:ephen Baroelus an Italian entred into the 
Society at Rome , and not long after, fell dan- 
gerous]y ſick : and as he was a\moſt deſpaired 
off by the doors ; our Bleficd Father went to 
Saint Peters de Monte aureo ,to ſay Maſs for 
him. 1 was his companion , as I vied often to 
be, and ſerued him at holy Maſs, which when 
he had ended, as alſo his recolle&ion after it, 
he ſaid tome : Stephen shall not oy at this time. 
And he preſently recoucred , and was ſcnt at- 
terwards into Portugal , and thence returned 
back again into Jtaly , where he lived many 
years, and finally made 3 holy end. Door 
Arouira, an honorable citizen of Barcelona, 
who came afterwards to' Madrid , being ſent 
deputy from that Prouince to King Philip the 
ſecond, told me that at Rowe he had great 
acquaintance and tamilarity with our Bleſſed 
Father : and that one day comming from Ara 
Celi he met him in the court ot the hous 
of tre Society with 4 letter in his hand, 
which he had newly recetued from Don F!1 4- 
ncilco de Borgia , Duke of Gandia , who was 
thena married man , and Uiceroy of Catalay- 
nia : and that ſpeaking of that letter , he ſaid: 
litle would you think that the Puke Who bath 
Writien this letter , 2s to come to Rome , and be 
Heai andGeneral of our Order. Which prophe- 
cy Was afterwards fulfilled, tor the Dutchels, 


| /o deſpc1 at an affair ; But he delired to - 


ciety , and hauing bin many years Conmig,, 
ry General in Spain,in the year onethouſang 


viſitation of our Blefſcd Lady, hewas choſen 
the third General. The ſame Door Michael 
Arrovira recounts ot himlelt , that being then 
a yorg man, ard coutful vv hat ſtate of lite to 
choole,at lengh he relolued he would marry, 
and that betore ke opened this |1s reſolution 
toany man, Saint Ignatius ſaid vnto hin, 
kno Yell enough ti at yuu to inteng to many 
0 bow % it you one ary repent 3uurtel of it ſhe 
in What troubles and aifficulties Will rm find 
yomſelt engaged ! all which tell outas he ſaid; 
and what this door told me , the fame he 
«firmed vpon his oath, as 4 witnes beforethe 
Biſhop of Barcelona, When A gnes Paichalis 
dyed , her fiencs writ to him of it toRoge 
defiring his prayers for her ſoule: and he an. 
(wered that before the receit of thei letty he 
kney that she Yas departed this Yold, and in 
Heauen. Father Iames Laynez being at Ueni. 
ce, viging and ſoliciting to obtain of thit 
Common wealth the poile(ſon of the Priory 
cf Saint Mary Magdalen in the city of Padua, 
which his Holineſs, Paul thethird, had ynited 
to the Cojledge of the S::ciety there, met ith 
great difficulties, and was oppoled by moſt 
powerful aduerſaries ,ſo that he deſpaired als 
moſt of the buſines. Wheruy on- be wrote to 
our huly Father , and requeſted himto ſa 
NM ajs that God would gine him good ſul, 
Which by human means be could not expeH, Saint 
Ignatius 1aid Maſs tor that intention onthe 
Natiuity of our Biefſed Lady , and then wnte 
to Father Laynez in theſe words, I baue din 
That you wefared; be of good comrage ; and tinn- 
Lle younjelf no more about tis befoe : faryou 
may account it concluded according toyour vih, 
And bchold vpon the ofaue day of the faid 
feaſt, the Counſel which in venice is called 
Pregai met , and almoſt all the Senators with 
one accord voted that Ye sbowld have poſſeſſun 
given vs of the place,to the greataſtoniſhaent 
of thole who were beſt acquainted with the 
Jouernment of that Republick. The ſamek 
ther Laynez wastold by Saint Ignatius tb 
be should ſucceed bam in tbe office of Genad, 
as he did. inthe year one thouſand fue hut: 
dred fifty fiue, he ſent farher Hierom Nacd 
and father Lewis Gonſales into Spain, a! 
bid them take {ip preſently at Genus «1 bub 
of they did , they might be ſure of 4 prop 
vvyaze, as they had , though it was 1N wintel, 
The German Colledg was in extrem necelly 
ty ,and without all hope of being relieuedot 


 (accoured : fo that the Cardinals that had tas 


ken the care and prote&ion of it , weic lo 


| diſmayed , that they counſelled Saint [gnatlvs 


togiue it ouer , and not to Yeary out himſelf in 
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cuſed, for that be could by no means negleft or 
tit ower : andthat the time Would wm Wber: 


that Coledg would be \ufficiently prouided ana 
fjunbed of all thing: neceſsary. Which bappe 


ned: for bis Holineſs , Gregory the thirti 
enth, gaue It a good foundation, ſo that it hath 
now completly what 1s requiſit for it, And this 
was alſo the cale of the Roman Colledg of 
the Society , which was brought to great 
ſtraights, and there appeared no human me- 
ans to provide for it. Saint Jgnatius betook 
iwſelfto praycr,and after that he had recom- 
mended their neceſhtics vato God , told cer- 
tuo Fathers , rbat they needed not be ſolicitons 
fur the wants of the Colledg : for Wubin 2 fee 
munths our Lora Yould proutce Yell for it ,as be 
ad: aud lometimes eucn miracuiouſly, vatill 
the ſame Pope Gregory the thirtienth of hap- 

y memory founded and rented it, Divers 
ather things did he tortell , whichall of them 
had their cffe&, 

Beſides the guift of Propheſy , which ou! 
Lordimpartedto thus his ſeruant, he gaue him 
alſo the grace of working many and very 
great miracles, both whilſt he was living v 

neatth , and ſince his death. Some wherof 
Iyill here ſet down, For when I writ his lite 
nlatin,in the year one thouſand hue hundred 
kyenty two,] ſpoke but very ſparingly ct his 
niracles,as not hauing that certain knowledg 
vhich I thought was requiſit for to publith 
them; and did ſhow that they were not necel- 
ay for to prove his SanRity : but ſince that 
ime, they haue bin examined and approucrd 
by publick authority , and our Lord who will 
exalt and make him glorious vpon catrth , is 
pleaſed dayly to encreas his honor by work- 
lgſuch wonders by his means; whertoreI am 
obliged not to defraud him of this honor: but 
torecount here ſome part of theſe miraculous 
<&ds,taking them out ot the authentical and 
luridical Intormations , which hauc bin made 
bymany Prelats, in order to his Canonizati- 
,and are at this time in my hands: and cut 
the depoſitions which the partes themſcl- 
es, on whom theſe miracles have bin wro- 
ht, haue given vpon their oath : and infine 

om the teltimony of ſuch worthy Perſona- 
es that deſcrue all credit. 

And firſt of all, he had4 ſtrange dominion 
addcommand oucr the divills, who abhorred 
and perſecuted him, as their greateſt enemy. 
Often declaring their batred againſt him, and 
hckarand awe they ſtood in of him. Whilſt 

© vas in his rigorous cours of pennance at 
Manreſa , fathan often appeared vnto him 
a ſhining and gliſtering torm , asif ithad 

iQ ſome divine light repreſented vnto him : 
the being 111umnated with a clearer illuſ- 
tation of the holy Ghoſt, diſcouercd the ene- 
ures fraud and deceit. Scueral other times 
Wh at Manzcefa,and 1n his j01ncys, and whillt 


— — 


red vnto him in ſome foul and vgly ſhape, 

which he was fo litk: terrified with , that he 
would conterptibly drive him away with his 
ſtaff, like a cit er ſome troubleſorn curr. This 
malignant ſpirit labored all that he could one: 
day to terrify bim whilſt he liucdat Alcala in 
the hoſpital; but he loſt his labor. At Roniche' 
would have choked him in his flcep , the holy. 
man awaking ,calted vpon the ſacred Name of 
IESVS tuthe was ſo hoars,and his throat ſo 
ſore with the violence the diuil offered him, 

that he could hardly ſpeak for a fourtnightaf- 

ter, An other time whilit he was in his bed, 

two diuils fell vpon him, and whipthim moſt 
cruelly , and brother lohn Paul Caſtelan , 
that lay nigh him. and afterwards told it tne, 
heard the blows, and roſe'vp twicethat night 
tor to help hiw. But our Lotd permitted not 
the hell:ſh friends to do him any great harm; 
They looked vpon hin as their irreconcilias 
ble enemy, and would vftentimes publickly 
prolels him to be to : becauſe he expelled 
them trom the bodies of men, and much more 
endeauoured with all might and main to re[s 
cue ſouls out bf their cruel and vnmerciful 
hands. In the year one thouſand five huhdied 
fourty one, Imy {clf heard 'a givil that poles 
ſed and tormented a poor child , called (Ai#> 
they ,at Rome , cry out that he Wonld wbt 54 
ted to Ignatins, his greateſt entmy. Other divils 
ſaid the ſame in a ſoldier that was poſleſſed at 
Padua; and ina we mats 16 Tirþano, a city of 
Sicily. Out of this batred and rage the duwvils 

conceiucd againſt him, aroſe all thoſe furious 

ſtorms arid tempeſts of perſecution , wherby 

the wicked-{pitits labored to oppreſs and 5s 

verthrow bim. But by the grace and aſſiſtance 


' of our Lord he became more glortous by bes 


ing perſecuted and obtained 2 comrand and 
dominion ouer thele furics and Princes of dI&'s 
kneſs. When he lived in the Hoſpital ; there 
was brought vnto him , for the great opinion 
that euery one had cthis Sanfity, 3 woman; 
that had bin poſſeſſed four years with adumb* 
divil ; that he might cxo:rc:z het , and pray to 
our Lord for her. He anſwered very humbly 
that he was wot 4 Prieſt , nor deſerued ſo muth 
fauor at our Lords hands : yet notwithſtanding 
that be wouln pry jor the poor Woman ,as he 
did, and preſently ſhe was freed trom her trous 
ble. At Rome he cured that child «Mathew, 
whom 1 ſpoke of before, who was pititnlly 
tormented; by ſpeaking vnto him and ſhute 
ting bimſclf vp in 4 chamber with kim, this 
Mathew 1 knew both before, and ater he was 
deliuered trom the moleſtation of the wicked 


fiend :and becoming 3 Religious man at Ca« 
* maldula he was called friar Bail. In the year 


one thouſand five hundred fifty four the Col» 
ledg of the Society which we haue at our 
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nareus, who is yet living in Flanders , 2 moſt 
worthy man , and much eſteemed in the So- 
ciety ſor þis great vertue: who teſliheth that 
the diuils preſently began to make war a- 
gainſt our fathers in that Colledg ; and to 
moleR and diſquietthem both by day and by 
night, making a moſt terrible clatter and noi- 
ſc;and appearing in ſundry ſhapes and forms, 
fometimes of Make a more , then of a cat, 
and bear, and other beaſts , and diſturbing 
their reſt in the night : and that neither by 
ſaying holy Maſs , praying , ſprinkling boly 
water , viing exorciſmes , applying Relicks 
of Saints , and the like, they coutd ridd them- 
ſe]lues of that importunity and moleſtation : 
whetfore he fignified the whol buſines to our 
holy Father , and craued the help and ſuccor 
of his prayers. Saint Jgnatius replied that they 
5hould expe# relief from our Lord , With 4 firm 
and ſlrong confidence in bis diuine Maieſty : 
and that he on bis part would not be Wwant- 
ing to recommend it in his prayers to God. Fa- 
ther Oliverius vpon the receit of this letter 
called together all the fathers and brothers of 
the Colledg, and read it vnto them ; and from 
that very hour (A very remarkable thing ) all 
thoſe troubles ceaſed ; nor were there ſeen 
any more ſprights : but the hous was eucr as 
full apd quict, and free, from diſturbance, as 
if there never had bin any ſuch anoyance. 
This happened whilſt Saint __— was yet 
living. But preſently after his death, the Vice- 
roy. of Sicily , Tohn Vega, who had receiucd 
news of it , though it were not knownto 0- 
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_ the ReQor therof was Father Oltuerins Mar 


| and beat herſo vnmetrcitully , that (þ 


thers', being at Trepana , where they were - 


then exorcifing a,poſſeſled perſon, defired the 
Prieſt to ask the divil, Yhere Father Tonatins, 
the Founder of the Society Nas: and he antwer- 
ed chat his enemy Jenatins Was departed this 
Werld, and Was in beauen With the other Patri- 
OY and founders of Religious Orders , Saint 
Dommik , Saint Francis , and the reſt. In the 
year once thouſand fue hundred fixty one | 
knew at Siena , aveituousand fimple maid, 
Jacoba de Prado that waited vpona Lady that 
was aunt tothe Archbiſhop of the ſame city, 
This good creature was much tormented and 
perſecured by wicked ſpirits, that appeared 
vato herin vegly ſhapes , and &1d often beat 
and ſtiike her very rudely. This afiiton ſhe 
endured for twelue years, vntill ſhe carried 
about her a piQure ot Saint Ignatius : tor from, 
that time , though the diuils appeared viſibly 
vnto her, andcied out vnto her tor to caſt a- 
Way the piHure of their enemy, Yet they duiſt 
nut come ncie her: the would even proucke 
them to ſtrike her, but they never could do it 
as long as ſhe kept the pifture : 2nd when ſhc 
ſhowed itto them,they caſt down their cyes, 
and fearfully roaring ſaid they could not endus» 
re to behold their profeſſed enemy. One day ſhe 


hadacuiicſty to krow for certain 

her ſecurity, and the encmies ſear, * tary 
from the pituie ſhe had of Saint Jenainy 5 
{10m lome other cauſe : whettore ſhe 141d | 
aſide : and preſently thoſe cruel: foes ſein 
her weapenleſs and vniented , fel] VPon her 
moſt killed. And the like betcll her —_ 
a preat While after ; when {uppoling herſelf 
to be out of all danger, ſhe negletted toame 
herſelf with that piture. Whetfore bein 
taught by experience, ſhe would never after 
be without that ſategard , breſt Plat , and im» 
penctrable coat of fence; which kept off al 
the blows and aſſaults ct the ghoſtly enemy: 
yet ſogieat was his malice and defire ofdoj 
miſchief,that he fell ſurious]y vpon the chane 
ber walls, and cupbords , cheſts, coffers and 
whatſocues was cls in the room;beatino ypon 
them with horrible ſtrokes, though he never 
toucht any box, whetin was kept a pifure of 
theSaint. The like to this happenedin theyear 
onethouſand five hundred ninty ninetol Sc. 
hoolmaſter of Ancona,called Lecpardes. For 
theſe hobgoblings or damned ſpuits would 
open the dores of his hous when they were 
lockt, and ſhut them when they were lek 
open :{weptthe chambers , made the beds 
lighted the lamps, and then on a ſodain pus 
all into diſorder and confuſion ; andremoued 
things trom one roome into an other, But 
when the good man had hung vp 4piftureof 
our Bleſſed Father in bis hoas , all was quiet 
within dores : but yet a moſt terrible. twayl- 


- twation there was without, for they flung to 


and fro the dores and windows; and beat 
it were the drum round about his hous, But 
when he had put more pifures of the fane 
Saint vpon the dores , and ſeueral parts ofthe 
hous, allo that moleſtation ceaſed. In Romein 
the year one thouſand five hundred nintye- 
ven , father Iobn Baptiſta Peruſco of the $0- 
ciety of Ieſus, came intoa certain Churchto 
pray, where they were exorcizing 4 poſſeſſed 
perſon: he had about him,a Reliquary,wher 
in there was a Relick of S. Ignatius among 
thoſe of other gaints, He was no ſooner com 
iD, but the. diuil ſtorming , and makingate- 
artul quarter , faid that the father burnt but 
Yitb that Which he carried alout him.Andbeing 
compelled by the force of exorciſmes to cot 
tels What Saints Relicks did (o torment bim,\t 
laid they Yere of Iznatins , bis capital enemy, 
and great ſeruant of God , Founter of the" 
aety of Teſns , Who is & Saint in Heauen, Wit 
varnuYvn , but ere long to be canonixed þ the 
Charch, Hervpon the tather taking ot hisRe- 
liquary , put it about the poſſeſſed perlons 
neck : and the divil after he had roared ard 
howled for a while , and complained that 
Se. Iznatinus Relick burnt him, departed from 
the body : it being Almighty God his or 
| ret 
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rethat that poor poſſeſſed woman ſhould ob: 
tinthis fauor and be treed from the wickes 


* fit bY the merits and interceſſhon ot Saint 
ſrativs In the city of Mallio;ca , a certajn. 


yoman , by name C athaun Rocan , was for, 
ke ſpace of cleuen years, almolt cuery day, 
iexed and turmeciled by a mad and furious 
zl ,that made her beat her hands and head 
painſt the walls , lifted her vp 1n the air : at 
ther times made her body lo intolerably hea- 
yy, that mapy luſly men could not raiſe her 
comthe ground. Sometimes ſhe howled like 
idog, grunted like a ſow : at other times re- 
rained flupid and ſencelels , ang toamed at 
te mouth. it was 4 lamentable thing, that of 
many remedies that were applyed vato het, 
10t00e Wiought any effein ſuch a long ti- 
nc, But at lait in the year one thouſand five 
todred ninty cight,on the laſt day of Auguſt, 
Ms Ficws,d very learned and vertuous Pic 
ok the lubſcription of a letter of Saint Lgna- 
ts, and put it v.00 her bead, whilſt ſte was 
nafit of fainting and palpitation of the hart. 
[hecypon ſhe began preſently to cry and ro- 
12 out,and make inoſt hideous and teartul ge- 
fares, and to ſtaire and gape wider then one 
yould think 1t poſſible tor 4 woman to. do, 
Jutſoon after the diu1] Ic ft her : and ſhe han 
ing obtained her cute , ſo long defired and 
eneltly ſought for ; gaue infigit thapks vnto 
ar Lord, that had don her this mercy at the 
nterceſion of hus ſeruant Saint Ignatius. At 
Wonti-Celo, a town in the territory ot Sic- 
ta, there was 2a maid called Tina Galiſea, 
jtoin the month of Iuly was pititully mole- 
ſedby wicked ſpirits, who appearing vato 
kin. buman ſhapes , ſolicited her by words 
ad a10ns to diſboneſty : and as the chaſt 
taidreieted them,they beat her moſt vamer- 
hilly ,and left the print and marks of their 
toys vpon her ſorc body: but our Lord treed 
addelivered he: from their hands by means 
tSaintIpnatius pifture. 

ut nothing doth declare more cuident]y 
te dominion and command which our Lord 
feto our holy Patciark ouer the divils, then 
ltat which happened in the year one choul- 
adfix hundred in. Mozena, icity of Lumbar 
which 1'le relate here as itwas writen from 
llence , thoughmore compendiouſly. There 
ked in that city ſour ſiſters , gentlewomen 
very good quality , and additted to vertue 
ad works of piety :one of ther, was married, 
lie other three were maids. All theſc four to- 
ſetter with a neece of theirs , alſo a maid, we- 
Ie hanted and moleſted by 2 great number of 
vicked ſpirits; in that rude and ternble man- 
der, that it would haue moved any hait in 


world to compaſhon and pity. They we- | 


* almoſt continually fick , though no do- 
t knew what to make of their diſcas, or 


Vat remedy to preſcribe them, Sometimes | 
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| 
| 


mipht caſt themfelucs thence headlong; other 


' mes taking them into {ome remote or ſecret 


546 
thoſe divelliſh ſprights carried ther vp to ſor——. 
me __ high.plice,, that through deſpair they | 
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place of the hous, they rent their clothes; 


voagd themby the hair, andpluckt itoff tron: 


their head, threw them vpon the ground, beat 
and miſuſed them with no ſmall danger of 
their lives: and gave not ouer, vatil the people 
ct the hous , hearing the fearful noite, came 
in for to helpthem, And though they were all 
of them very vertuous people , brought vp in 
the ſcar of God ,and very confiderat and ad- 
uifed in their Words: yet did thoſe deteftable: 
lurics viter by their tongues horrible blaſe 
phemies with tuch diſaal ichiiking and 
howling; that all that heard them were frighs 
ted and agalt. "They could not without exces 
flue violence apply themſclues to prayer,nog 
hcar the word of God, nor prais or blcflc his 
boly Name. To be preſent at the moſt holy 
Sacrifice of Mals,was a torment vnſuppertable 
vato them; for there they ſownes tainted tell 
tothe ground, wete fo peſtered and anoyed 
by the encmics ot all good , that they could 
not retiain from making moſt diſmalnoile; 
and odious and tcartul clamors and outctics: 
When tHey frequented the Sacrament of Cons 
icon , they fainted , and could not ſpeak 
the divils diverting them by all bis ſlight and 
power trom telling their fins: and makin 

them put out their tongues in a molt ſcorntul 


' manner, therby to ſhow contempt of the $a+ 


crament, and ot the Pricit that adminiſtred it; 
Butnone of all theſe conflitations were {6d 
tiroublcſom and vnlufferable vnto them , as 
the continual temptations and ſolicitations 
of the fleſh, wherwith their chaſt winds were 
infeſted; For they were moſt chary of that ins 
eſtimable trealure of purity, and ſome of then 
protetiedVirginity by vow. And even the dete + 
ſtable fiends,torced therunto by the exorciſus 
escftthe Church ,did acknowlege and confeſs 
that their main d1ift in this their furious perſes 
cution , was to bring them to offend Godin that 
kind: but yet they laboredin wain : for theſe good 
Women ty wertwue of theSacraments, Which in ore- 
ateſt danger they moſt prouſly frequented, armed 
and ſecured themſelues againſt all their aſiautts 
and mathinations. Whertore thele ſpighttul 
ficnds more incenſed and inraged , that with 
all theſe batteries they could not ſtake of 
weaken the conſtancy of poor filly women ; 
wreakt their malice vpon the litle child ot her 
that was marricd , and killed him, when he 
was but tourteen months old , as ſome while 
before, they threatned they would do on ſuch 
a day ;on which very day the litle innocent 
dycd , to the great grict and lamentation of 
his mother and of the whol family. O merci» 
ful God , how profound and fecict arc thy 
judgments! Theſe yertuousand moſt afflicted 
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creatures had made vſe of all ſpiritual remedi- 
es that cou'd be ſuggeſted vnto them , for to 
ſhake off that heauy and tyrannical yoke of 
the mortal enemies of mankind. They bad 
omitted no manner of prayers, had procured 
ſeueral Mzſles to be taid ior them, had bin 
often exurcized according tothe rights of the 
Church , bad. vſed holy water , reverently 
applied the Relicks of divers Saints and ſcuer- 
al other means, pra&ized by the holy Catho- 
1;k Church ; they had moſt humbly and obe- 
dently ſubmitted themſclues to be directed 
and gou*-rned by Prieſts and Religious Perſo- 
rages of long experience, much knowledge, 
great prudence,and moſt eminent vertue:they 
bad gon co pilgriwage with fingular con- 
dence. and dcu'-:tion ſeueral times vato the 
moſt 1acred hous of our Bleſſed Lady at Lo» 
xetto, and to other holy places that are famous 
for the piety of Chriſtian people, and tor the 
many favors and bleſſings viſually obtained 
of Almighty God , eſpecially for the curbing 
and caſting out of diuels, But the digine P10- 
vidence had reſerucd this occaſion for to glo- 
rify his ſeruant , Saint Ignatius-: by whoſe 
merits and interceſſion , theſe tour filters and 
their neecc, were delivered from that long, 
crucl and woſt horrible infeſtation: and are 
at the very preſent, that ] aw writing this,in 
perte& health of body and mind: aboue all 
excecding]ly ioytul.that they are free from the 
moſt faſtidious anc odious ſtings of ſenſuality, 
and fiom the difficulty and tediouſnes they 
had in mental and vocal prayer : they hear 
Maſs with great deuotion and comfort : their 
manner of living is very modeſt , ſober and 
thrifty ; and they are in greateſteem and re- 
putation for their vertuous behauiour with 
their neighbors and fellow citizens: and con- 
vers with all. thoſe of the hous with ſingular 
ſweernes and atffability , even as they were 
wont to do betore their moleſtations and 
troubles, cauſed by the diuels : to the great 
wonder and aſtoniſhment of all that knew 
them in that ſad and deplorable condition : 
which is the more admirable for the manner, 
how our Lord cured them , at the interceſſion 
ot his holy ſervant S. Ignatius : as I will now 
declare. Father Reftor of the Colledg of the 
S.xciety of JESVS at Modena, hauing vn- 
derſtood in what a pitiful and deſperat plight 
thoſe good creatures were, after he had praied 
very crneſtly for them to Almighty God, mo- 
ved by his inſtin@, as appeared by the effec, 
went one day to their hous, and carried with 
him a piture of our Bleſſed Father , which he 
kept tor his deuotion : he chanced to enter the 
room where theſe women were , at the very 
time that a Prieſt was exorciring the diuels: 
.and without ſaying any thing, or telling 
any body what he brought, he took out ot 
his Bicuiary the aforfaid picture, and with a 
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litle wax faſtned it to the wall; then fallin 
vpon his knees before it, pray«d to oy; Lord 


taking for bis mediator and aduccat with þ,, 3Þ 
divine Maieſty this glorious Patriaik ly, | | 


whoſe merits be deſired his prayers might 
heard. And immediatly that wicked c;yc ofi 
ternal monſters, with horrible ſchriching nd 
howling cryed out : /o there the Piuresf 
natinus Founier of the Society of TEST 58 
does ſo perſerute ann torment vs: and then the 
reviled him , and called him bald , laws w./ 
vlind : and when the Prieſt commandedthe 
to tell why they miſcalled him ſo they as 
ſwered that be was bald, and had but litle bai 
on bis bead ana beard : and hadone fout hat 
then the other , by reaſon of bis Yound ran 
in var : and that With continual Wee} ing be ba 
almoſt loſt bis eyes. And they complained thy 
he came ſo {ar , to vit from Spain, for to war 
Yar againſt them both in bis life time and ate 
his death.W hiſt they were th us expoſtulai 
ſome of thoſe helliſh ſpirits with & hideo 
roaring and braying,departed fromone ofthe 
hſters , leauiug her , as it was thought, atleaſt 
fora while, cead, fo vomercitully had they 
barried and turmoiled her : which warigrt 
arguwent of the power of Saint Ignatig 
Wherupon theſe poor :Midtcd perions con 
cejued great bopes to be cured by this Blſe 
Saints prayers : their mother alſo with the 
whole fawily were much inflamed withdeuo- 
tion to bim , perſwading themſelves that be 
was to work this great effe&, ſo longexpets- 
ed, and ferucnely defired and begyed, They 
all obliged themſclues by vow exer yurty 
keep holy 1hat day,on Which he paſied to 4 glu 
onus lie , and to faſt the ene or T his their d&+ 
uotion and confidence was wonderfully et 
creaſed by an other token of his fauonble 
aſſiſtance and moſt powertul protein, Fir 
about the ſame time father Auguſtin Viuald 
coming from Rome,for to preach at Modena 
brought with bim among divers holy Rclicks 
of Saints,one of Saint Ignatius, Which vitt 
out any notice giuen to any body , being {- 
cretly put in the Chamber where the poſlelſl 
perſons were; the diuels began to be troubled 
and to roare, conteſſing that it Was & Reid 
of Iznatins , and told withal whence it am 
and Who brought it , and that it put thn 
wvnſuff erable pains and dolors : and that by it 
enterceſſion of that Jaint , they Were to beex}th 
led and ariuen out of thoſe bodres , Which 109 
bad ſo long inhabited. For God bad detamind 
to glorify bum 17 the Yorld. The next daya pills 
cipal divel amongſt them , that had very ly 
remptorily and fcornfully reuiled and dia 
phemed Saint Ignatius,was forcedout bytix 
power of God , and lcft the body atthe ve! 
hour that he ſaid he was to go out of it,col 
icing to his intolerable ſhame and confulion, 
that he vas burnt ty that litle peece of 4 _ 
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cid: ab ! Saint Jgnatins, Saint Jenatins, | 
(int 1g atins driues me aYvay by bis bumility, 
jy bis patience, and by the demotion Which he bad 
the moſt Bleſsen Tirgin.On the fame day fo- 
ne others of that he'tiſh rabble , that they 
not be thought to haue bin forced to 
ſj by Saint Ignatius , aſcribed this their ex- 
hon vnto ſome of thoſe Saints, vato whom 
the parties poſſeſſed were in a particular man- | 
ner devoteds But at the very time that they 
yere-to depart , they were forced by divine 
ver to recall the ly they had told before, 
za to give the glory of their expulſion, and 
the deliverance of thoſe afflited perſons , 
ext after God , vato Saint Jgnatius. Some- 
ime before their departure they cried out : 
that is become ow, 0 Lucifer , of al thy migbt 
ad puver , fince that 4 litle peece of paper, 
aaked with the piflure of 4 ſample clergiman, 
Whcaft 5 al ont, an1 thow art not able to help, 
gkep v5 in ? An other time when they had 
ig exorcized from morning tonight, and re- 
mined ſill obſtinat, and would notlet go 
heir hold ; they ſaid at length ; that rbey could 
ut be drizen out by other means then by the 11+ 
uation of Saint Ignatius , for that God Would 
Mutit ſo. At length when the Prieſt faid : 
o wobis per merits Brati Ignati : 1 do 
anwand you by the merits of Bleſſed Ignatius 
# (eters, they went out with 10fait cage and 
uy, and lome of them crycd out : What 4 
thay 3s this , thafGod thould deprive ws of 
gory, for to giue it to 4 bald and baulting Prieſi? 
The {ame effe&ts which the pifure and the 
Relicks of Saint Ignatius had wrought, were 
lkewiſe cauſed by 4 book which contains 
the biſtory of his life. For it being carried to 
thoſe poſſeſſed perſons , that they might read 
i; often as it was Jaid vpontheir head or 
teaſt, or when ſome chapter of it was read 
jato them , it wrought ſome great cftect;and 
by vertue of it the diuels were curbed , and 
ſome of them driven out oftheir lodging and 
habitation : and at length all of them were 
made to yeld to the will of God , Who 2s Yon- 
'teful in bis Saints, and gives them ſtrength 
mdpower to trample down __ and li- 
0ns,and to triumph ouer all the forces of hel, 
This battel and contention with the diucls, 
fomthe-tiwe they afſaulted them by calling 
yoo Saint Ignatius, laſted two months;at the 
end wherof the victory oucr them was perteRt 
ad compleat : and the four good women 
were delivered from all trouble and vexation.. 
For 8 Saint Bernard obſcrucs in the lite of 
Saint Malachy, that diſpoſſefſed two women, 
thir iAory is not a. Yay: got preſently , but ty 
lingth of t1me , not for Want of power zn the 
Jaint but by the diuine diſpen)ation, that the 
freſence of that amalicious enemy, and the vitlury 
ifthe Saint who maſteres biz and coſts bim ont, 
ng the better appear 


might 


The glorious Saint Ignatius had Got only: 


this dominion ouer the diucls, butalio 3 great 
command and anthotity over the harts of 
men, with whom he had occalion to deal:for 
certainly the force which our Lord gauc to. 
his words,was wonderful and more then hi. 
man : and he moved mens harts not with the 
ſweetnes or elegancy of his lpeech , but by 
vertue of the Holy Ghoſt that ſpoke 1n him 
and-by the force of the truth which he virered, 
He tempered and ſoftned the hard and obj. 
nat, and made thery becom pliable like wax; 
he changed and altered them in ſuch lort,that 
they ottcn ſtood amazed at themlelyes to lee 
ſuch a converſion ot their minds, With we OC 
three words he frequently quieted and fetled 
moſt afflifted and anx10us coniciences, ftrens 
thning the weak comtorting the timorous 
retitying the {(crupulous, and giving peace 
and ſccurity vatoall, There was io our hous 
ar Rome a Icw , who deſiring tobecom 4 
Chriſtian, was there Catechized and inftruR< 
ed in the faith. This poor man being lerzed 
vpon with 4 violent tentation, became furious, 
and wascuca belides himſelf; and refolucd to 
be gon ſaying be vould not te 2 Chriſttan. Oar 
holy Father called tor him, and ſaid no more 
vnto him, then,$tey Yith vs Jag : and 1n 3 
moment he was quicted, and ofa furious lion 
became 4 gentle lamb, ſtaid with vs, and was 
baptized, A brother , called obx Poul by 
occation of a fooliſh and vain ſcruple was (0 
oppreſſed and afflicted , that he could ſearce 
breathe : he found no peace or quiet in his 
ſoule, nor comfort either by prayer , mortifi 
cation , vſe of holy Sacraments, or any good 
employment whatſocuer: wherupon he beca* 
me ſo ſad and melanchohik , that he pined a» 
way , and [cemed to be4 walking Ghoſt. He 
opened his trouble and afflition to our holy 
father, who wititwo words wiped away as 
it were with his hand, all that trouble and dif 
quiet : and cleared him of it fo entirely, that 
there remained in his mind neither mark nor 
memory therof. I was acquainted with an o- 
ther , whom 1 name not becauſe he is yet li- 
uing, that by reaſon ofa fright which he had 
had, when he wasa Child was becom fo fearful 
and apprehenſive, that he trembled at his own 
{hadow : he acquainted our Bleſſed Father 
with this his weaknes : and he ſpeaking vnt9 
bim but two words, freed him trem 11 vain 
fear , and ſetled his mind in great peace and 
ſecurity. I can not owit two other remarkable 
things that befell the ſame man ; and are f1ge 
nal teſtimonies oi the efficacy of $, Ignatius 
words , and of the forc: he had to moue the 
harts ot thoſe he had to dea! withal. For y>on 
a time this wan being quite out of tune , was 


ſo obſtinat and itubborn,that na body could 


get him todo his duty. But $.int Ignatius be« 
ing tald ofit , ſaid but one ward vato him, 
Wher« 
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wherwith he brought him again to himſelf: 
for with wonderful mecknes and humility he 
made anſwer : F well do it father , 'le do it. 
And ſo he did : and itſeemed vnto him he 
had not power-co reſiſt, ſuch 4 ſtrong impul- 
ſion he felt in his ſoule. The ſame Brother be- 
ing once very much tempted, was inclining 
to leaue his vocation, and to go out of the 
Society of IE SV S. But as he made a general 
Confeſſion to our holy Father, he ſpoke vn- 
to him in-this manner ; 7 gefere you, Brother, 
not to b- ungrateful to our Lord, Who has don 
ou ſo many fauors:And therwith wiped away 
all his trouble ,quieted his mind , and confir- 
med him in his vocation , ſo that from that 
yery moment; he made a firm reſolution ne 
uerto abandon his holy inſtitute : wherin he 
bath perſeuered euer fince with wonderful 
ſatisfaQtion to himſelf and others. Many other 
things might Irelate in this kind, by reafon 
w herof Bleſſed Francis Borgia, 4 wan of rare 
ſanity and prudence, was wont to lay that 
Saint tgnatins ſpoke, tanquam poteſtatem h a+ 
bens ar A man that bad poYer 10 imprint what 
he deſredin the harts of men, and to bring them 
to go Nhat he pleaſed: wheiin he only confiders 
cd the glory of God , and benefit of Soules, 
Saint Bernard hauing related how Saint Ma- 
lachy conuerteda certain woman that before 
was aboue- all meaſure cholerick , froward 
and fprightiſh:and made her becom moſt me- 
ek, bumbleand charitable : ſais that berin be 
wrought 2 greater miracle then be bad din be- 
fore tn raiſing 4 dead man to life. For in theone 
he quicknea the exteriour man , to Wit the body; 
tut in the other be ganel-fe to the interior Which 
is the ſoule. And of this kind arc ſeueral mi- 
racles of Saint Ignatius. Though there be not 
wanting divers very miraculous cures, which 
aiter his death out Lord has bin pleaſcd to 
work by his interceſſion :eſpecially about the 
tive that they were treating of his Canoni- 
zation : when God did moſt frequent and 
great miracles in ſeucralplaces and countreys 
cf the world, for toexcite the faithful people 
to.4 dcuotion towards him, whom God hath 
ſo magnified and, exalted not only in heauen, 
but alio vpon carth. 

Art the very initant that Saint Ignatius ga- 
ue vp his bleſſed Scule to God at Rome, he 
appeared at Bolognia, ſhining with glory, to 
a devout widew called Margarit Dellio, one 
of the principal Marrons ot that city , and a 
great frend of the S2xciety : and ſaid vnto her 
eAMarganit 1 am noW departing. Look Yell wfþ0n 
me : I commend vanity you the Society, and witl 
this he diſappeared, The good woman relatec 
preſent]; wbat ſhe had ſeen, to father Francis 
Palmius , her Confeſſarius , and Re&or ot the 
Colledg : and ſaid withuat doubt father Jena- 
tius as deceaſed, for that she ban ſeen bim g10- 
750u5;and ſhe deſcribed himas exaRtly as it ite 
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| bad bin acquainted with him, Wheras ſhe had... s 
f ; 


never ſeen him whilſt he was living vpone- 
arth. And although our Fathers at the preſent J 
had difficulty to belicue it, yet ſoon after Iny 
when the letters came that ſpoke his death. 
and the day and hour ot it ; they heldit for ; 
truce and certain Reuclation, The firſt day of 
Auguſtin the year one thouſand fur hundred 
filty ſix , which was the. day alter his death 

there was A great conflaence of all ſors of 
people to celebrate his oblequies » and reve. 
rence his body, amongſt whom came devout 
woman,w hole name was Berzardina, thathad 
a good aftc&ion for the Society: and brought 
thither ber daughter ſome fourteen yearsold, 
ſorely infeſted with a greeuous and incurable 
infirmity of the lampetons or Kings evil: for 
having ſpent a great part of her means ypon 
doQors , her davghter notwithſtanding al 
their preſcriptions and remedies, prey to be 

euery day wors and wors. Butnow ſhe con» 
cciued 4 preat confidence in the interceſſion 

of this blefled man , 1f her daughter couldbut 

touch 'the ſacred Corps : and finding the 

preſs and crowd of peopleto beſo extraons 

nary great» that there was no poſſible means 

for them to com nere the holy Body : ſhe beg. 

ped of the fathers to let her have ſome thing 

which had touched it : which when ſhe ob- 

tained , with great faith and deuotion ſhe ape 

plied it to her daughters neck, and tothe {ef 
tered ſores, And by our I#rds mercy and the 

merits of Saint Ignatius the maid was perfectly 

healed and cured : and all that knew it, were 

much confirmed 1n their opinion ot his Sancs 

tity , wbo after his death gaue health to thol 

that with confidence and deuotion had rt 

ours vnto him, Thirteen years after hisdeces+ 

ſe, on the very anniverſary day of it; his Body 

was tranſlated for the firſt time ; and there 

was then heard for two days by ſome deuout 

ſeruants of God a moſt ſweet and harmonious 

muſick from his Tomb.In Rome a Lady called 

Druſilla Turſellina was exceedingly tormete 

ied with a feuerand 4 violent” head-ach :and 

notwith{tanding divers remedies and bloob 

dipg in her arms , noſtrills, and head, theds 

ſeas encreaſed vpon her.But ſhe was preſent 

cured, when by the aduice ofſome, ſhe toucit 

her forbead witha bone ofour Bleſſed Fathet 

An other, whoſe .name was O/ympia Non 

bad artinflammation in her eyes, which cauſed 

ſuch 3 raging pain , that bereaucd her of 

ſight : it was ſeconded alſo with an aguc 

4 continual head-ach: 1n which fad conditiol 

ſhe was three months, and could take norck 

at levgth they brought vnto her our holy Fi 


| thers Name , written with his own hand v0 


der @ |ctter : and when her pain was ip it 
height, they laid is vg on het fothead andeycs 
and by veptue of it ſhe recOuered her bght, 


and was rid of the agucand pain, In the lawe 
ci, 


| 
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in the year one thouſand five hundred 
ninty ſcucn , Vincent Gabriel, a noble mans 
| { Gn whole name was erom , and was but 
th ſ$4r ſegen years old , fell ſick of a moſt peſtilent 


aity , 


fyer, and 2 pluriſy : beſides which , he wag 
alſo troubled with the worms : and it was be- 
lieged that naturally he could nor recouer ; 
and yet with the very ſame paper ſigned with 
Gint Ignatius hand and Name, hc was pers 
{ly cured in the year oftae (ſame age ninty 
nine, The Dutcheſs of Celi, Cornelia Vricenzz 
tad alitle daughter , named Fare, fo pitifully 
peſtered with a cough ; that ſhe could hardly 
breath or ſuck: ſhe bad divers others deceales, 
which the beſt and molt experienced phyſi 
tians confeſſed they could not cure. T he ver. 
1vous Lady bad ber recours to Saint Ignatius, 
and deſired him by the fawor he bad with «Al- 
mighty God to obt ain bealth for ber litle Fnfant, 
that the world might kno boy pretious his me« 
tits and poverful his interceſſion is. Atter this 
prayer ; the child, that had paſled two nights 
and two days and4 half, without any reſt, 
preſently fell A ſleep; and when ſhe awaked 
as free from her cough ; and without diffi- 
ulty fucked her nurſes breaſts: for which cay- 
| the Dutcheſs hung vp at Saint Ignatius 
tomb,in 4 litle table a writing containing this 
micacle, in thanks-giuing to our Lord and 
to his ſeruant. «Angela Rogiera was troubled 
for the ſpace of a year with a ſtrange and ex- 
taordinary noiſe in her head , wherby ſhe 
was becom quite deaf of herleft car: but has 
iogapplyed vnto it 2 Relick of Saint Igna- 
tvs, and made 2 vow to faſt the eue of his de- 
patture Out of this world with bread and wa- 
tet:and to communicat the day following : 
he was freed from that infirmity. This allo 
pened in the ſame year ninty nine :as did 
lkewiſe that which follows. On the ninti- 
enh of Iuly , being a munday , Michael af 
quet, 3 profeſſed tather of the Society , and 
Pefet of Rudies in the Roman Colledg, was 
fited ypon by 2 moſt terrible pain in his hide 
10d reins ; which caſt him into a cold ſweat, 
adinto an agony , inſomuch that he was 
thoupht to be yelding vp his Ghoſt, Many 
knitives were applyed,and all ſorts ofhuman 
temedies vſed for to allwage bis pain : but to 
{ litle effe& , that it encrealcd and became 
moreintolerable. Wherfore he delred the ta- 
thers to bring onto b1m 4 Reich, of Saint Ig»: 
Miu: : which he took withgreat reverence 
and devotion 3 and with all the affe&ion of 
his hart recommended himſelf vato his Bleſl- 
ed Father ; then applyed the Relick to the. 
Phcewhere his pain was moſt violent : and 
preſently it ceaſed in that part, yet was very | 
Preat and vchement. jn others : but as he laid | 
the facred Relik vpon them, the pain ſecrged 
to fly from it , vntill at length being driyen 
out of the whol body , he became 4 ſound | 
Tom, 2, 


man .free from pain and diſeas. Some fout.or 
hue hours after, he voided without any pain 
many peeces of ſtones , uimbrued with blood; 
and wrappped vp in ſmall peeces of fleſh, 
The Phyſitians opinion was,that a great fto- 
ne, which had fo greeuouſly anoyed him. was 
broken by vertue of that holy Relick, and by 
reaſon that the ſtone was ſharp and:pornted, 
it had torn the paſſages ; and carried awa 


left his bed ,and got vp,chough many difſwa- 
ded bim. But he,efteeming this cure natto be 
natural or human, but obtained from heaven 
by the prayers and interceſſion of Saint Igna-» 
tius, thought he had ho realon to doubt of 
the continuance of it, orexpett longer in his 
bed vntill it were felted by length of time; 
This father Michael Vaſquez was then em- 
ployed to deal with the Cardinals of the Cots 
gregation of holy Rights or ceremonies , cons 
cerning the Canonization of our Bleſſed Fas 
ther, And it ſeems that our Lord ſerithim that 
ſo violent and dangerous > fit of ficknes 4 
that hauing experienced Sairit Ignatius PCs 
lent and powerful aſſiſtance in his own pert 
ſon, he might be more erneſt in vrging and 
ſoliciting tor his Canonization, The ſame 


d canker in one of her breaſts; was: iudoed 
by the phyſitians to be paſt cure ; and tharſhe 
could not liye long: but as ſhe prayes at Saint 
tzoatius tomb, and .implored his help, ſhe 
began ſtraight to feel the benefit of his inter» 
cchon, and without any human remedy ap» 
plyea vnto hes body, within few days was 
perteRly recouered, Jn memory wherof , and 
token of gratitude,the good womans husband 
ereftcd a hears coucred with cloth of filuet 
ouer our holy Fathers Tomb, and the herſelf 
lent thither for adonary the pourtrait of hee 
breaſt in filuer gilt. An other woman, by name 
Orinthia Caſalia was ready tody in chilbirth; 
for that the child was dead in her body : and 
by Saint Ignatius Name writea in his owfi 
hand was preſerued ad delivered. 
_ From Rome let ys go to other places of 
Italy, where God has magnifred his Saint with 
the like miracles. In Matk-Ancona is fitgated 
the ſacred hous of our BlefledLady of Loretto, 
i which hoas the ever ſpotleſs and glorious 
Virgin was. born , and the Eternal word of 
Godclothed himſelt with our mortal fleſh in 
her pureſt womb. In this town of Loretto, a 
child fix years old fell fo dangerouſly ſick, 
that he was deſpaired off by the doors. Some 
laid a pecce of Saint Ignatius garment ypon 
him , and he was foon- cured. In the city 
of Recanati , not far from Loretto , a wo- 
man that was fick of an aguc, and much 
troubled with a pain in her. Rowack , by 
commending herſclt to this Saint , was tree 


| fromboth :; anda youth that blecded ſo ach 


Cc at the 


leueral peeces of fleſh, Forthwtth the tather 


ar, aGentlewoman ofgood faſhion ,thathad | 


Saint Tgnatius of Loyola , Confeſſor, 


at the noſe , that there being no means to 
Kench it, he was in cuident danger of de- 
- ath,, found preſent remedy by a Relick of 
Saint Tgnatius , which was applyed vnto 
him : as did alſo a certain woman that had 
3 dangerous impoſtum in her breaſt: for it 
preſently broke by vertue of the ſame holy 
Relick. In the fame city , and the fame year, 
ninty nine, in the month of Ofober, a Gen- 
tleman , by name Horatius Leopardus , be- 
jog brought vato extremity by a moſt vio- 
tent fit ot the Rone , and retcntion of his v- 
rinc : and finding no remedy , commended 
himſelf moſt affeuouſly vnto owr Bleſſed La 
#y , and bcſought ber for the merits of Father 
Jgnatins to help bim; and le:ged alſo of theſame 
boiy Father to be his adwocat : and atthat very 
inſtant his pain ceaſed , and the paſſage was 
wade tree for the viin, with which he voided 
much gravel , and feyeral peeces of ſtones : 
and became a found man. In the fame year 
and month, and in the fame place , a Lady 
called -Lucandia, wite to Pompeins Georgit , 
having bin ſick five months , and oppretied 
with cxceflive pain and palpitation of the 
Hart , by applying therunto A litle peece of 
Want Ignatius parment, found herfelt prefent- 
ly in good heakh. And the ſame Lady having 
gon nine months with child, and loſt twenty 
oands of blood, was vpon the point ofdeath, 
we bloody flux ſtill continuing : which not- 
withſtanding ceaſed when ſhe began to call 
vpon Saint }gnatius:atterwards ſhe fell into a 
new danger by reafon that her child was de» 
ad 1n her womb : but wasdeliuered of it with- 
out pain by addreſſing herſclf now the third 
time to him, whom ſhe had experienced to 
be ſo ready to help her twice before. The 
ſame. year, and month of Nouember, at Ma- 
cerata , three leagues from Lotetto, there lay 
hk Eliſabeth e Morena , neece to the Biſhop 
ot the lamecity : and when ſhe was brovght 
to;£xtremity., and giuen ouer by the doctors, 
Saint Ignatius appeared vnto her, and taking 
her by the hand , ſaid : you 5hatl reconer >-xiſe 


©þ, and give thanks to God for bis mercy to- © 


$2115 :you. Alſo the ſame year, in the month 
of Iunc , at Naplcs the Lady Taneof eAragon, 
Princeſs of Beltran ,and Ducheſs of Terra- 
Nnoua was put to great pain and torment 


| 


by a fwcelling in ber right brealt : and having 


for the ſpace of four months tryed all reme- 
dies to no effec &, condemned all human fuc- 
cor, as vnproftable; and taking vp a piftare 
of Saint Jgnatius , witha fingular'confidence 
and-deuotion laid it ypon her breaſt : and 
that very day was cured: and coming to Ro- 


we this laſt Iubily year one thouſand fix hun 


Ured ,ſet vp'alule table of filuer with four 
great wax candles'vpon our Bleſſed Fathers 
'tomb , on Eafter day , in thanks giving. At 


Nala a certain knight, by mae Francis Bio- 


5s was brought todeathsdore by a pefitlers ._ 
_ ,anda moſt terrible pain in tus pee 
ſomack : for the DoRors had litle hopes to 
do him good: wherupon his devout mother 
counfſelled him to commend bimyelf withoreat 
confidence unto Saint Ignatius , and witha| ap» 
plyed vnto his head a holy Rehk ofa bone of 
the Saint. And with this he was lodainly cy- 
red, in November, inthe year ninty nine,lg 
the-city of Leche which is in the Province 
of Apulia, in the Kingdom of Naples, inthe 
year ninty four , a good woman called Pati. 
entia, that ſerucd the Lady «AntoningCyles 
4a, was brought to low by an incurable pan 
ot her fide, that deſpaiting of her lite, they 
were preparing her graue, But as ſome bod 
applyed vnto her a holy Relick of Saint Ig- 
patius , ſhe preſently fell a flecp ( which of 


Jl, 
Ivy 


. tong time before ſhe had not don)andin her 


ſleep ſaw ſanding betore her, Saint Ipnatiuy 
veſted with a Prieſtly attire , who ſaid ynto 
her : daughter commend thy ſelue to God: and 
be Wil cure thee. With which words herdiſes 
was quite taken away. In the ſamecity the 
Baron Begli-boni's ſon, 4 child of three year 
old , falling out of his nurſes arms to the 
ground , reccived a great hurt in his right 
knee : which, for that the ours out of tear 
concealedit , grew to be very dangerous, in 
ſo mach that they were forced to lance i; 
twice :and were ready to open it the third 
time, when the Baron apprehendingthedas 
ger (for the poor child was wuch ſpent with 
the wound, and with a fcuer that followed 
vpon it ) went to the Colledg of the Society, 
and bepd a peece of a bone of S. Jpnatius,and 
applyed it to his tons knee : and when the ſur 
geon came tolanceit,he found it notto be nee 
ccflary, for that it was grown muchbetterad 
within a few days after , it was perfeRly he 
led. Father Natalis Manſuca, ſayling toSicil 
was taken by the Turks: and by and by thae 
ariſing a great ſtorm ypon the ſea, wa in 
danger to be drowned. Jn this ſad plight he 
had recoursto Saint Ignatius : and 

heard a voice that ſaid vnto him fear mt: 308 
sbal not be caftl aWay by this tempeſt, ma 
carried into Turky : and ſoon after the lon 
ceaſed; and the ſhip was regained by the Chih 
Rians , nere to the ile Lampidoſa : and the 
pood father by Saint Ipnatius merits delivered 
both from tewpeſt and pyrats. At Palermo,d 
licle child , named Coſmws Ferter, three yeal 
old, was fo far ſpent with an ague and tw, 
that his father, though a famous phyſitian, 
defpaired of him , and was making prepara 
ons for his funerals. Yet having got 4 li 
peece of a veſtment, in which Saint Ignatli 
bad ſaid Maſs, he laid it vpon his ſon, wiv 
by vertu of it was preſently out ofall dang 
and in pettc& health the very famed5:'s 
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vet and all bis family, 


' Now let vs come to Spain where Saint 


:tius favors do likewiſe abound. In the 


<rone thouſand fiue hundred feuenty , o1 


ſegenty one , in T oledo , in the winter , to- 
cucning , an ancient woinan, Vega, 
cyant tO Alfonſo de Villa Real, was lodatn- 
|raken with a moſt violent pain in her fide. 
The Door being Cailed , willed her to receiue 
th laff Sacraments , make ber will, andprepare 
bſelf for an other Yorld , for that she might 
yay vel dy before the n: xt morning,Onc lobn 
Meſa,well acquainted with that hous, vader- 
{anding this, atter that he had ſpent ſome ti- 
nein prayer , coms to the fick perſon , and 
pplyed to her fide , where the pain was, a 
ce of a linnen cap, and alſo of a lether 
Faber , which Saint Ignatius bad vſed, 
{nd which he kept and reuerenced as a pre- 
ious Relik, And at the ſame inſtant the wo- 
ran recoucred , and being out of herſelf for 
py,cried out: o Maſter Fobn Meſa What is that 
yulaid to my fade? my pain is gon and 1 am Well: 
God be praiſed. At Burgos , Dame Francis of 
Juwi , a Nun of the Monaſtery of Sarnt 
ſythee, much addicted to recolleRtion and 
mer, was greeuouſly tormented with the 
dolick and one: w herfore ſhe recommended 
kiſelf vnto Saint Ignatius , hoping by his 
aterceſion to find help : andin the ſpace of 
ne hour or therabouts ſhe voided without 
ay pain more.then a hundred ſtones , ſmall 
ad great. And atterwards in the year ninty 
liee (he broke a vein in her breaſt ;and theg- 
came to Caſt vp blood in great quantity, 
ad no means could be found to ſtop it, vntill 
teapplied vato her breaſt a litle peece of that 
kcloth which S. Ignatius firſt put on, when 
be gaue his rich apparel to a poor man at 
Noat-lerrat : for by this ſhe found preſent 
ldþ. ln a Convent of Penitent Siſters, a Re- 
lgious woman, Late Gongors, being excee« 
Wngly weak and fikly , had obtained leauc 
kom bis Holineſs to go out of the Monaſtery 
kriotake phyſick, But before ſhe would ma- 
ke vie of that grant , ſhe commended hetſelf 
mo Saint Ignatius, and getting a pifture of 
lia.rctired into ber Cell, and within an hour 
tat ſhe had held the picture to her tace , was 
kketly cured, and reſolued to keep encloſu- 
t,and not to ſtir out of the Monaſtery. An 
older Religious Siſter of the Order of Saint 
Haas being ſore troubled and afflicted with 
knpulous and penſive thoughts , was adui- 
led to recommend herſelf to Bleſſed Father 
lpratius,that by his means ſhe might find reſt 
0 in mind, The good Siſter betaking 
herſe toprayer, forgot the Saints Name and 
wycd: 0 $oint «Athanaſius , helpe me in the 
Abt of our Lord , that it may pleas bim to free 
we from this great temptation and «fflifiion 
Vic Lendwre: and preicutly (he hearua you! 


ſius, bat Ipnatius : 4nd be confident that by hir 


our Lord : as ſhe did : One Laxcelot Kuffirt 
-orn in Flanders , was fick of a peſtilent fe- 
uer, and deſpaired off by the Dofors: and yet 
by our holy Fathers Name written with his 
own hand, which was putto him, he coſe out 
of his bed in as good health ag cuer he had 
bad ,to the preat ſurpriſal and admiration of 
the phyhtians, and all that had ſeen him in 
his other condition. The fame happened to 
Don Lopex de Caſtro, who being giuen ouer 
by ſeveral phyſitiacs, as well thoſe of Burgos, 
where he liued , as alſo thoſe whom he had 
ſeat for from Valliodolid, was cured by cone 
mending hicafelt toSaint Ignatius, and by pro 
miſing to giue A certain almes in his honor. 
A Religious and learncd tather ofthe order of 
Saint Auguſtin of the Conuent of Burgos,go- 
ing to the hoſpital of Sommion tor to adminif+ 
ter the holy Sacraments vnto thoſe that were 
inte&ed with the plague, vpon the eleuenth 
of Nouember in the year ninty nine, amo- 
nogſt others, aſſiſted a yong maid , daughter 
of lob Gomex,, who had the plague with 4 
ſtrong feucr. She asked the father tor a piftu« 


re of Saint Ignatius , which he preſently gaue 


her, being very glad to ſec het haue confiden+» 
| cein the Saint: ſhe applyed it to ber face ,and - 
the father before he could diſpatch the cons» 
' feſſions of the reſt , ſaw her whol and ſound, 
| walking about the hoſpital. This miracle _ 


made divers that were ſick at Burgos, to re« 


commend themſelues very deuoutly vato 


Saint Ignatius: who by drinking water, wher« 


. 19 a bone of his had bin dipped, did ſoon re« 
 couer. And Francis Ortix,, Paſtor of Saint 


Peter and Saint Felix ,neitificth that heggaue 


' of this watcr to many , that were curcd vs 

; Pan it : for when human remedics failed they 
| bad recours vato diume. Bachelor Sanfius 
| of Cantabrana, Curat of Saint Stephens pro. 


tees that he experienced the ſame in hisown 
perlon, being cured of a feuer, carbuncles, 
and the plague , by drioking of that water 3 
and recommending himſelt ynto Saint Ignati- 
us. «Abel de la Torre, Curat of Saint Martins 
lay dangerouſly ſick of the ſame diſeas: and as 
ſoon as he had taken of this watcr , which his 
Mother brought him, became a ſound man. 
Francis Ortiz, whom we ipoke of before, had 
endured great pain in his knees and ankles, 
cauſed by certain bad humors , for five whol 
years ; but by commending himſelt to Saint 
Jgnatius was freed fromit. at Madrid, Father 


Mici acl Garſes, a proteficd father of our Sos. 


ciety, by reaſon of a defluxion fallen vpon his 
right cyc, was tormented with exceſſive pain, 
and tound no cas , neither by letting blood, 


| aor by any other remedy that he vicd : aor 


could take any reſt day oz night; _ at 


-— - 


interceſſion you shall obtain What you defire of | 
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length vpon the ninth of September one 
thouiand five hundred ninty (ix , father Bar: 
tholomews Pereg , who is at this day Aſſiſtant 
ot the Socitay at Rome,extremly compaſſio- 
nating this his ſad condition ;gaue him our 
boly Fathers Name written in his own hand, 
and willed hi to recommend himſeltto the 
Sairtt,and put this to his eye. Father Garſes v 
pon his knees imploring S. Ignatius help, laid 
the paper to his eye, whillt his pain was moſt 
raging :and 1mmediatly it vaniſhed away. A 
litle after he went to bed and reſted all that 
night, and the next morning heard Confeſſi- 
ons inthe Church : and we , that had ſeen 
his eye the day before wateriſh and bloody, 
percciued no unperfe&ion or blemiſhin it. In 
Gandia a girl thirteen years old , by name 
Francis Uinoles, was ſore troubled with the 
Siatica , which particularly pained her when 
the weather was cold, Oa new years day one 
thouſand fix hundred, by reaſon of fo great 
3 feaſt, ſhe went with exceſſive pain and dif 
fliculty to the Church for to hear Mals , and 
returned home in greater torment. H: r mo- 
ther bid her recommend herſelf to Bleſſed Fa- 
ther Tenatius,and laid vpon her peece of a 
letter of his , ſigned with his hand: and at 
the very inſtantthe child was perfeRly cured: 
which was eſteemed 4 miracle by her father, 
that was 4 do&or of phylick, and by the reſt 
of the hous : and the next day the mother ca- 
me with her daughter to our Church , for to 
give thanks vato our Lord ,and his ſeruant 
Saint Ignatius, and preſented there 4 picture 
in wax. In the ſame city, and ſame year ,in 
the wonth of Ofober Fuſepha Boria, wite to 
Gaſpar Harrera, that had bin aboue a month 
afflited with a great pain in her Knee , def- 
pairingto find help by any human skill , re- 
tated berſelf very deuoutly to Saint 
Ignatius , and promiſed to lay tor ſometime 
every day five times the Pater 2:ſter and «Ave 
eAaria in his honor, After the third day, as 
ſhe was lyingin her bed, and recommending 
herſeltto thjs hex Patron with many tears, by 
reaſon of the exceſſive pain ſhe was in, vn- 
expectedly ſhe tell a ſleep : and behold Saint 
Ignatius appearing vnto her with A ſerene 
and cheertul countenance , tells her ;hat be 
Was comro cureber : then touching her knee 
with his bleſſed hand wipes away all the pain. 
and when ſhe awaked , ſhe was in perfc&he- 
alch ; and comming to our Church, offered vp 
a picture in wax in t:{imony and remem 
brance of the ftauor ſhe recerued from our 
Lerd by Saint Ignatius interccſſion. Buc it is 
yet more remarkable what happened in the 


fame city , in the month of November follos | 


wing to 4 deuout Virgin that lived in great 
retirement and recdllection , called Jo/epha 
CaſieÞa. She was fick ofthe gout, which 10+ 


metimes was fo violent thatit put her belides | 


—— 


| in a quiet ſleep : and 


herſelf: in which fitts, ſhe would bite 
own armes,, and thoſe who came v 


ere her; 
and when her fits were ouer , ſhe Y 


Temained 


for a whol day cxcecdingly taint and weak | 


ſo that ſhe was hardly able to fir, 
baving heard of the many fauos 
which our Loid beſiowed Vpon all fort 
people in ſcueral places by by the interce o 
of Saint Ignatius: one night as the diſca; 
vpon her moſt violently ; ſhe recommend, 
herſelf in the beſt manner ſhe could tg _ 
Bleſſed man : and ſaid in bis honor fivet; n 
the Pater noſter and Aue eMaria: and found 
herſelt without pain ,and rid as well of the 


At length 
and Praces 


| gout, as of ſome other diſtempers that had 


anoyed her: and paſlcd the reſt of the night 
waking early in the 
morning,got vp: wherat when her ſiſter and 
others that were in the hous ſeemed to be 
altoniſhed : let it xot ſeem ſtrange wito you 
ſaith ſhe , that T am cured * but let vs : 
giue thanks to the diuine Maieſty, that by the jn. 
terceſſion of Saint Ignatius bas taken ava 
fegns and marks of my moſt rroubleſum and ores 
ous infu mities. Eight days after this ſhews 
le1zed vpon with moſt turious fit ofthe cho 
lik :in ſo much that ſhe was like to dy ofit: 
but remembring her goodPatron, ſhe addreſs 
ſed herſclf again vnto him , and found preſent 
remedy. Whertore to ſhow ber gratitude; ſhe 
preſented tothe Church of theSociety wo pi 
Aures in wax:andall that werethen preſentin 
the Church conſpired with her inÞraifing our 
Lord in his Saint, To theſeI will addan other 
miracle, which bappened in the ſametoynand 
the ſame year. A litle girl ſeuen fame years old, 
was com to that ſad condition by 2 continud 
fever and 3 ſwelling in her face, that fortyo 
days and two nights ſhe had not reſted ,not 
taſted any thing , not ſo much as one dropdl 
water ; ſo that her parents thought mote of 
burying then curing her. It happened thatthe 
childs Aunt, that was married to 4Ioyner,had 
ſeen that day in her husbands ſhop apigure 
of Saint Ignatius, which he was to putinto 
a frame: ſhe preſently fetcht it, and touching 
with it the childs head , bid her recomnel 
herſelf to that Saint , and make & vow thtif 
she recomeres she Would w/e ſome denotion t 
bim for the ſpace of nine days, Within a qua 
ter of an houraſtcr,the girl ſais 5þe Yar poſe 
Aly Yell , bauing bin cured by Saint 1gnatiu': 
and calls for meat. She eat , drunk , and ſept 
that night, as one that ailed nothing, Andite 
next day, her Aunt came with her tothe Cob 
ledg of the Society , and preſcnteda pidure 
of wax, and began a Npeng or deuotiondt 
nine days. hg 
Let vs now pals to the land and city of 
Maiorca , where our Lord bath don great 
wondets by the interceſſion of this holy Saint, 
Iane Clargy Noguera, a. very vertuous = 
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godly widow , had a moſt troubleſomdeflu- 
40n in her eyes : wherby ſhe became blind 
j- («| of the 1<tt, thgn ot the right eye : but by 
WU ,oplying vato them a ſubſcription of A letier 
n our Bletled Fathers hand , ſhe recoucred 
the fight of then both , ſothat, the day fol- 
lowing, ſe could work with her needle, and 
vihout difficulty or pain could look ſted- 
ily vpon the ſun. The like Relick helped 

4 certain Lady , by name Catharin Smureda; 
who had bin many days in labor, with excef- 
ſuc pangs and throws, But was preſcntly de- 
ered of 4 ſon , when this Relick was apply- 

ed ynto her, and both mother and child remai- 
ned ſafe and ſound, An other woman alſo; 
viſe to Sezlnador eMereader , was becom fo 
veak,that ſhe had no force or power to bring 
forth her ch1ld , who was thought to be dead 

in her wowb : but by that ſubſcription ſhe 
recovered her ſtrength , and was dcliucredof 
iboy, whom ſhe would haue to be Chriſten- 

d /gnatius , as the fivit and benefit of his 
zoyerfull prayers. Magdalen Iuau was for 
three drays in terrible labor , and could not 

te delivered : at length vpon Saint Laurence 
tis day , the holy Relik we mentioned , was 
kid ypon her : and preſently ſhe riſes out of 
her bed, calling vpon Saint Ignatius, and per- 
ccizes the child to come forth, who was 4 
largoodly boy : and ſhe herſclt in good he- 
th, By theſe and many other miracles of the 
kane kind , the confidence in Saint Ignatius 
v3 much encreaſed through but that ile: and 
ilyomen, rich aad poor, that were in child- 
bith,called vpon him, and took him for their 
Patron and aduocat with Almighty God:and 
fund great help therby , eſpecially when 
lbey could get the atorſaid Relik of his writ- 
0g, Aniong theſe there was one Hieronyma 
Ms that for many day was incuident dan» 
rot death for the vnſufferable pangs ſhe 
Win, and extremity of weaknes ſhe was 
ought vnto : it was alſo belicued that the 
dildin her womb was dead. Whetfore they 
brought her a certain ſtrong medecin for to 
mke her voidit forth , with no ſmall danger 
(der own life. But ſhe 1nſteed of taking 
at deſperat drench, expefed remedy from 
teaven ; and deſired that the ſubſcription of 
dunt Tenatins , which bad bin beneficial to /o 
wa , might be brought vnto ber, And within 

i quarter of an hour after, ſhe was brought 
bed of a boy , whoſe mouth was full of a 

© xa the mother had taken three days 
lore; The child preſently began to cry; but 
al the reſt were oucrioyed. There happened 
tobethere preſent Hieronzms Py that tor fix- 
Ken years had bin troubled with 2 terrible 
panin her iaws': which no remedy could al- 
Iwape: and beſides this,ſhe a had looſe touth, 
at put her to great pain when ſhe did eat : 
woman ſcing what was wiought vpon 

Tom, 2, | 


and kiſſed it very reucrently and; at the very 
inſtant her pain ceaſed :and the looſe touth 
became as firin and faſt as any other. The gra- 
titude , which this good woman and her hus- 
band ſhowd to God and his Saint, made them 
worthy to reccauc an other favor ypon the 


; perſon of their ſon, Tobx Py: who the next 
day fell dangerouſly fick of 3 fever, ſo thatit' 


was thought fit he ſhould confeſs and coms- 
municat , as he did. And the-fourth day he 
Was quite out of himſelf. His tongue was 
{wollen, his cyes burnt like fire : and he had 
all the ſigns of death. But his father commen- 
ding him to Saint Ignatius, put vpon him the 
foriaid paper.and forthwith the agve left him: 


and he recouered his judgment and his ſpe-- 


ech;and hiseyes became clear and lively. And 
this was at eight of the clok ar night.But the 
next morning , the Door coming at his ac- 
cultomed hour, and tearing to find himeither 
dead or agonizing , wondred to (ee him wal- 
king in the hous; without any ſign of feuer or 
hcknes. A certain ſurgeon , by name Bartho- 
lomew Conſlantius , by 5 fall from a hors; 
was pititully bruized in the head ; arid be 
feltin it ſuch 4 cold; that he thought his head 


was frozen : his eyes alfo did ſo pain him,that 


; he covld not reſt day nor night. He grew 
| quite blind ofone of them , and 

{ fo weak and tender, that he could not endure 
' any glimps of light; The Doftors held his di- 
| ſeas to be incurable. But on wednesday in 
| holy week he defired that paper, we haue fo 
often ſpokeri off, fizned Ly owr holy Fathet 


the other was 


Wvicb bis Name, to be brought vnto bim. As 
loon as it was bronght into his chamber g 


| before it was giuen him : that great cold in 


his heed , and pain in his eyes ceaſed : and he 


 foundin his foule an extraordinary comforts 
' Then taking it with great reverence; he threw 


away all the caps and plaiſters from ts head 2 
and ciyed cutaloud F am nov Well and found, 
Without pain cither in eyes 01 head : and delured 
them to open all the windows , which before 
were ſhut for to kecep out the light , that 
anoyed his eyes: And the next morning 
went ioytully to the Colledy, tor to tell tha 
Fathers what mercy he had found : and to 
prais ourLordand S. Ignatius fx it.A woman, 
named Colonia ich, by a moſt vehement and 
violent pain in her head , that laſted three 
months, loſt the fight of one of her eyes, the 
cyclid being fallen down, and coucring it,fo 
thatthe furgeonscould not rails it vp : whet« 
tore they held her diſeas to be incurable by bus 
man means:which made her have recours to 
"divine : and calling vpon the Name of Bleſied 
Ignatius, and withal applying bis writing t© 
her eye,the eyelid was preſcntly liftedvp:ard 
ſhe being fully recouered, went to ourColledg 
tor to giue our Lord gn his Saint thanks, _ - 
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We muſt alſo to take 2 view of Germ: By, 
and ſome other countreys. In 4 town Call. 
ed Ebeſpurg not far from eMonicho , Where 
the Dukes of Bauary refide, a woman was 
moſt miſerably tormented with the pangs 
and throws of childbizth, wherin ſhe had gon. 
tinucd two days and two nights : and the 
third day was ſo much ſpent and exhauſted 
witk that cruel pain , that {tc was now ready 
to dy. Her poor afited husband came to cne 
of cur fathers, for to demand comlort and 
counſel of him: and the tather calling to mind 


the many miracles, whuch at the interceſſion | 
of Saint Ignatius, our Lord had wrought in 


ſeucral places ., eſpecially ypon women tkat 
were in that extremity, knelt down,and with 
great confidence anddeuotion belought Cur 
Bleſſed Father, to 2//iſt and belp alſo this poor 
creature,that Was in eminent danger of death,by 
lung in childbed, And for that he bad no Relik 
of the Saint to ſend her ;he took 4 copy of 
the Rules which our holy Father had left wri- 
tten for the Society : and with many tears, 
deuoutly wrapping and binding them vpin a 
paper , Icntthem to the man, for to lay thew, 
as 3 ſacred thing , vpon his wife , willing bim 
to be confident that God. by this means Yould 
afford ber comfort andeas. No looner did this 
holy treaſure touch her , but the woman re- 
covered ſtrength , and within half an bour 
was deliucred ot aſon : thatcame forth wrap- 
ped vpinathin film or skin: to the great aſto- 
niſhment of the midwite and other expericn- 
ccd women.that both mother and child ſhould 
be ſo well: and at this preſent they are both 
in good health. Jn Hungary ,in the town Ter- 
20%, in the year. one thouland fiue hundred 
ninty four , a poor woman was trauelling 
with child three days , and endured molt ex- 
ceſſive and zntolerable pains, with no ſmall 
danger ot her own and her childs life, And by 
verive of 2 ſacicd Relik of Saint Jgnatius, 
that was brought vnto her, ſhe was preſently 
deliuered , and became ſoundand healthy. 
We muſt not omit ſome fauors which have 
bin don alſo in the Indies astar diſtant as they 
are from vs. In the year one thouſar.1 five 
hundred ninty cight, in the month of Septem- 
ber , a litle ſhip , called $anZ7a.Maria de Re 
gla put to lea out of the haven of the Bleſed 
Trinity, which is in the Iland of Cuba, bound 
for Carthagena. In this ſhip was embarked, the 
Atchbiſbop of the new kingdom of Granada, 
Bartholomew Lognex ; with whom at hisre- 
queſt went father e-Atfonſus Medranwus , and 
Francis Figueroa of the Society ot Ieſus, with 
other Prieſts and laymen. As they came within 
fight of 1amayca vpon the three and twenti- 


| th of September, there atole ſuch a furious 


ſtorm, that they gave thenfelues all tor loſt : 
for their main maſt was broken , the ſai- 
les were floting in the water , and the wind 


| 


— 


was ſo bigh,that there was no weans todray 


them out : the waves entred the Chip with 


that rage and violence , that it ſeemed rather 31 
vnder then above water, The maſter of the | 


veſſel, Domingo Rodrinney Feing over x 

cd by the force of the navel Ws rs 
tothe mercy of winds and waves, tor thatno 
human remedy could bave any «fc&; ang 
their only hope was in the mercy of Gog. 
which as well he, as all the paſſengers cont, 
pually implozec. The fathers of the Socier 
who were pot ignorant of the many —_— 
and ſignal fauors obtained euery Wheteby the 
interceſſion of S, Ignatius, commended them, 
ſeJucs voto him , dcliring the Aichbiſhopand 
the whol Company #0 do the ſame, andtoput 
great truff and conficence in bim, All agreed ys 
nanimouſly to call vpon kim; and with ſcald. 
irg tears and loud clamors , which the image 
ot a cruel and pitiful death fetcht trow the 
botom of their harts cryed out : Hyh fathe 
Tenatins reliene vs in this our neceſuty, knd 
wwmedatly they foundthe cff<R ot their pra 
yers, and the efficacy of his interceſſion : for 
the wind being then at the higheſt in ans: 
ment was allayed ,and the lea grew calmand 
{ill : the paſſengers and manners being inks 
nitly amazed for to ſec themlelues (on 
out of danger , when inumediatly before, 
expeed nothing but death. The Archbiſhop 
promiſed that When the Sea «Apoftolich rhiuld 
declare our boly Father to be 4 Jaint, be ould 


Jolemmy, bis feaſt enery year by finging Maris 


| the greateſt pump and ſplendor : and alltherch, 


every one according to his deuotion and ab 
teion , obliged themſclues to honor himin 
ſome way or other : as appears by the infor 
wations taken by the ſame Lord Archbilbyp 
in thecity of Sana fe of that new Kindow: 
as alſoat Carthagena by the Reuerend Lod 
John de Landrana of the Order of Saint Done 
nik, Biſt.op of the place. The fathers Ajinſss 
Medranus and Frans Figneros toundihe > 
ke effect of Saint Ignatius aſſiſtance , and n0 
leſs miraculous an other time. For inthe yea 
one thouſand fix hundred, returning fromthe 
aforeſaid new kingdom of Granada 1nt 
Spain, in the gallion named our Bleſied 149 
of eAran%&%# 01 good order ,as they paſledout 
of the ſtraights ot Bahama, they werein vel 
great danger : for the tide was ſtrong and 
vehement , againſt which there encountreda 
moſt boiſterous wind and they failed betwe> 
en ſands and ſhallows, expc&iog fill tobe 
driven ypon them.Father Figueroa that hada 
Relick of Saint Ignatius about him , dipped 
itin the ſca , befreching him to helps themis 
that dangerous candition:which be was pleake 
ſpeedily to do : for the ſea grew calm andthe 
lailed out of thoſe ſtraights withoutharm, Bit 
not long aſterin the ſame voyage , the Saints 
piotection appeated. more cuident!y ; = 
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eame towards the 714nds called Tercerss 
gne morning about the* dawning of the 
4y,a ſodain and yehement blaſt of wind did 
' loot quite ouerturn the gallion :andall that 
ere init being ſore ſurprized , and vpon the 
nt of being ſwallowed vp by the raging 
yaues, for the wind had torn the great fail: 
negout aloud to God for mercy , and made 
lick conleſſhon of their fins. And ſome, re- 
ing bow they bad bin affiſted by Saint Ig. 
natius iN the ſtraights of Bahama, recom- 
mended thewſclues to him; and defired father 
Figueroa tO let downin 4 ſtring his Relick, as 
te had don before : hoping that by the ſame 
neans the divine Goodnes would ſecure and 
liver them once more, No ſooner had the 
eaher letdown the ſacred Relik into the ſea, 
wtimmediatly ( © mercy and power of God, 
hat will ſo ſtrangely honor his Saints | ) the 
yinds ccalet] , the roughnes of the ſea was 
zlayed , the aic became clear : and the fun, 
yhich before was ouercaſt with clowds, dil- 
zljed its beams : and all thoſe that were in 
&« ſhip,could not fatisty themtelues with pra- 
fogand magnifying Almighty God and his 
efled Saint 2 w ho had reſcued them from 
a terrible and vnauoidable dangers. As 
vint Ignatius preferued theſe from drown- 
np: (» hath he delivered others from hre, as 
yellmaterial as fenlual, There was a woman 
i India ſo inflamed with filthy and diſhoneſt 
loge ,thatit ſeemed not poſſible in a manner 
tw quenchit. One gauc her a Relik of Saint 
pratius, for to hang, about her neck ; and by. 
neanstherofthoſe coules kindled by the fire 
«hell, and continually blown by the breath 
efLeviathan , that had almoſt conſumed this 
&olat creature , and put her belides herſclf, 
yeequenched and put out Diuecrs others in 
eral provinces and countreys , by com- 
nending them(clues to the prayers of Saint 
baatius , and begging grace of our Lord for 
is merits, haue obtained victory again(t tems 
pations , peace and quiet in their loules, he» 
a&þ for their bodies ,cas in troubles , ſecurity 
a dangers , and remedy in all aducthitics, 
But though the mirfcles , which are here 
elated , and many more which | haue omitt- 
el, be very great, certain, profitable , and glo- 
tous : yet the greateſt and molt remarkable 
nicele of all, in my iudgment, is that God 
kahchoſen this Bleſſed Father for to inſtitute. 
prera, anddilate a Religious order , which 
wonpſt Catholicks , hereticks, and painims 
huh in ſo ſhort a ſpace procured ſo much 
pool ynto the world. This miracle isſo great 
nd {onotorious , that though there were no 
der; it would be an cuident teſtimony and 


tfallible fig and token ofthe great Sandlity, 


Vherewith our Lord adorned and enriched 
tis Soule, For certainit isthat when Almigh- 
hy God waketh choice of one tor any. great 


deſign for his glory, he doth furniſh himwith 
grace and talents necefſaay for the conueni- 
ent execution and accowpliſhment thriof, 
And I think that any wile, ſober, and aduiſed 
man, fice trom paſſion, will iudge the fame ; if 
he conſider the alteration which God made in 

Ignatius,making bim of a fouldier, wholy beat 
vpon vanity and worldly greatnes, to becos 
me a Captain of this ſacred warfare , and fa- 
ther of fo many and ſuch eminent children. He 

that (hall reflec vpon the baid ways,by which 

he guided him , the conſtancy, perſcuerance 

and viftory which he gaue him : what Com» 

panions he joined yato him at Paris: wherof 
lome were Spaniards, ſome Frenchmen, at the 

very time thatSpain and France were deeply 

engaged in crucl wats , and ſought to ruine 

and oucrthrow one the other : and yet vnited 

and bound theſe together witha ſtrait link of 
perte& charity : the perſecutions and ſtorms 

which this litle veſſel hath cadured from the 

time that our Lord firlt launched it into the 
ſca; and notwithſtanding the Croſs winds 
and raging tempeſts , it hath always com ſafe 
to the haven; when the moſt pokitik and wis 
ſc men accarding tothe world, eſteemed it to 
be vttetly loſt and overwhelmed. He that ſhall 
examin and ponder with attention the frame 
and form of this Religion, which God ufpir= 
cd to Saint Ignatius, ſolike in eſſential points 
to other Orders, and fo valike in many parti. 
cular things that are proper to itſelf : the pro= 
grels and propagation which the hand of Ab 

mighty God bath given vato it ; fince that in 
threeſcore years which arc paſt (to wit from 

the year one thouſand five hundred and four» 

ty , 18 which the Vicar of Chriſt confirmedir, 
vato the year one thouſand fix hundred, in 

which Lam wricing this bitory) he hath mut« 
tiplied, ſpread, and enlarged it throughout 

all the Kingdoms of Chriitendom: and in fo 

many andzemote countreysof the Indices, and 
barbaroys nations , where the light of the 
Goſpel neuer appeared before : fo that im 
Angola , Monacongum, Monomotaps , Brafil, 
Etinopia, Ormuxa, Goa, Malaca , the Holes 
ques ,China , 1 apony , and 18 the kingdoms of 
Mogor and Pers, with others , there doxefide 
tathers and brothers of the Socicty : beſides 
other countreys of the firm land , which are 
more known ; as Pers, ev Spain, the Ilands 
of Manilla,or the F bilippines. And the Society 
hath now morc then three hundred and fitty 

Colledges and houſes , diſtributed into three 

and twenty Prouines and two Uicc-Prouin- 

ces. lnfine he that ſhall take a diligent view 

of that which imports moſt of all , the fruit 

that our Lord hathdrawn from the labors of 
this Bleflcd Father,and of bis-children among 

Catholicks, idolaters andhereticks ; willcon. 

ceiuc.2 great opinion of the SanRity and mee 

cits of Saint Ignatius, 
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It is not neceſſary to enlarge myſelf vpon 
what concerns Cathol1iks ; it being ſo plain 
and obvious that 4 man may ſee it with His 
eycs and touch it with his hagds. For who 1s 
not witnes of the care and folicitude with 
which Saint Ignatius children employ them- 
ſelucs in teaching childrenChriſtian dofrin; 
in inſtructing youth in liberal ſciences and 
good manners 3 in viſiting and comforting 
thoſe that are detained in priſons; in helping 
and ſerving the fick in hoſpitals; in relicuing 
the poor and needy, and helping men tody 
well. Neither can it be denied but that , al- 
though the Chriſtian common wealth be ſo- 
mewhat decayed and fallen from that feruor 
and zeal in the ſeruice of God , with which 
it floriſhed in former ages, of late it hath be- 

un to floriſh anew ; and great reformation 
Fath bin made both in preaching , which is 
now more frequent, and more profitable:and 
in the vſc of prayer and meditation of the di- 
vine Myſteries: in the frequentation of the 
holy Sacraments of Conteſſion and Commu» 
nion ,and in mortification and pennance : 
though all that is don com very ſhort of what 
we ought to do, likewiſc other Religious or- 
ders have bin peopled with many that hauc 
Audied and bin brought vp vnder the Society, 
ayho. do perſcucr and floniſh in them with 
wonderful picty and edification: and the ſame 
holy orders, encouraged and animated with 


4his new ſupply of workmen, ſent by our : 


Lardinto his vineyard, have encreaſed and 
zedoubled their zeal, and blazed forth more 
;bright and radiant beams of learning afhd ſan- 
Kity. : ſuſtaining the Chriſtian commonwelth 
pontheir ſhoulders; and inciting vs by their 
example to labor hard , and attend with all 
vigilancy and carctulnes to our miniſteries 
and ftunftions, 

As for what concerns Infidels, it is ſo larpe 
and ample a fubie&; that it can not be cx- 
plicatedin few words :nor yet is it conucni- 
ent at. this time to vie many ; for to declare 
what a numberleſs. number of Soules among 
pagans and gentils , the children ol this Ble(- 


led Father baue illuminated with the light of 


heaucn,and brought to know and belieue in 
leſus Chriſt, and bow their necks to the ſweet 
yoke of his moſt holy law. And what labors 
they haue endured and do ſtill endure tor to 
eftectuat this : and what miracles our Lord 
hath wrought by them , tor that he ſees it to 
be.neceflary or expedient tor the planting of 
the holy faith in thoſe places, 

Now as for hereticks , thoſe who are bro- 
ught vp in Catholick countreys , and enioy 
the cxcrciſc of their Religion with great pea- 
ce and quietnes { prais be to our Lord who 
giucs vs this peace, and thanks be to our pi- 
ous Princes whodo conſeruc it)can not caſi- 
ly belecue , valcſs they haue ſome occalion | 
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to ſec it ; what profit and good this Soc 


by the grace of God hath don, and conting 

yet to do in kingdoms and provinces that 2 
| and whatbattel; and 
combats our tathers haue dayly with heretik; 
for to refute their errors, and bring they . 


infeted with hercly : 


the Catholik faith. But thoſe who haye had 
ſome notice of what paſſes in thole places (as 
we our (elues do know it by our experience) 
| cainot be 1gnorant ofa great part ofthe 094 
that is don there by the Society , not onlyþ 

their good and exemplar life;but alſo by their 
Catholik and ſound Codtrin , tauphe in ſho, 
ols, preached in pulpits, publiſhedin Printed 
books, examined and tryed 1n diſputations 
with the very chiefand principal of the ſe4z. 
ries: and aboue all by the educationantin. 
ſtruion of youth : for in thole provinces a. 
lone the Society hath had above thirty thoy. 
land ſchollars: and bath at preſent tar more; 
By all which means the holy Catholik faith, 
which was much decayed and fallen inthe 
northren Prouinces, is reviued and floriheth 
again; andeuery day gets ground,and becyny 
ſtronger and better able to reſiſt , ronyince, 
conquer, and triumph ouer falſity and extoy 
And an infinite multitude of thoſe thatyere 
wauering , baue bin confirmed in their ohe+ 
diencc to the Roman Church: and very many 
that had forlaken it, as being deceiucd by 
hereticks, hauc by their means bindiſabuſed, 
and returned back to their only truc Mother; 
and athers that continue obſtinatly in their 
. blindnes and error, for ambition or ſomeo- 
ther intereſt , haue bin put to filence, andd 
tear thoſe ofthe Socicty, and profeſs themto 

be their greateſt aduerſaries and caemies: and 

as ſuch they do abhor, (landcr and perſecute 

them. There hauc bin many Colledges and 

Seminaries erefed for the education of poor 

(chollars ,cfpecially of ſuch as ſuffer perlecu- 

tion and are baniſhed for the Catholik faitly 

And manyPrieſtsand yong men ofotherReli- 

gious Orders frequent our Colledges, fot to 


| be brought vp as well in humanity as in the 


higher (tudies:and hauing ended their ſtudies, 
they return back to their Churches and Mo- 
naſteries, where they make good vſc of what 
they have learnt , and by their example p'v 
uoke others to picty and deuotion.By which 
means, as alſo for that diuers who hauc had 
their education vader the Socicty, do make 
themſclues of the Clergy, orenter intoſoue 
Religious family : as well the Clergy ,® 
Religious houſcs in thoſe countreys, Whete 
diſciplin and obſeruance was ſomewhat ſlacks 
ned, have bin not a litle reformed ,and reco* 
uered much of their ancieat luſtre and ſpit 
dor. In like manner villages , towns, Cites 
and prouinces haue conlerued the purity i 
integrity of the true faith by their labors 


preaching , and by their procuring _ 


— 


; 
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congregations , and houſes for Conuift 
1xsto be inſtituted and founded. The fruit 
wherofis manifeſt by the frequent vſc of the 
' holy SaCraMENLS, by faſting,prnnance, works 
ofmercy, which are more generally and dil:- 
vently praftized every where among the 
ithtul people : Wherby they do quicken and 
oiuetheir faith , and declare themſclues to 
t! lawful children of the Roman Catho- 
ik and Apoſtol:k Church. But to the end 
this fruit may be more durable and laſt- 
ing , and Ore acceptable and pleaſing vnto 
zur Lord : the lonns of Saint Ignatius bave 
vaered theſe plants with their blood ,dying 
{x the Catholick taith , and expoſing their 
tadiesto all lorts of torments, tor to teltify 
tetrath of it. For befiies hue andtwenty of 
te Society, that, within this ſhort compaſs of 
yea, haue ſcaled the preaching of the Golpel 
vith their blood in the Indies, there are more 
hen three ſcore others , that haue bin put to 
kath by the cruelty of heretiks ; whoare de- 
ulyenewics ofthis Religious Company; and 
o perſwade themſclues that the more of 
hem they diſpatch out of this world , the lcls 
oofition they (ball mect with in their wick- 
elattempts : and thertore itis ordinary with 
temto perſecute , apprehend , torment and 
ile like traitors all of this profeſſion , as is 
lyly Fen, and experience uſclt hath made 
manifeſt. Which notwithitanding is a great 
wument that the inſtitution of this Ocder 
yas the work of God : and that the founder 
udfathet of it was choſen by his divine Ma- 
ſly, for toamplity and enlarge by his owa 
ad his childrens jabors and pains the glory 
of the ſane Lord, and to dilate and iltuſtcat 
te dominions of his holy Church. And this 
62] have ſaid the preateit ofall the miracles 
ofthis glorious Patriark, and cucn a miracle 
of miracles, 1n which are contained fo ma» 
If notable miracles as are the wonderful 
things, which our Lord hath wrought by him 
und by his children. Be his holy Name ever 
bleſſed and glorified for it , who 1s the ſole 
Author and worker of all that is good, fince 
that , as the Apoſtle faith , xeither be Who 
lanteth is any thins, nor be bo Yatereth ; 
tut only God , Yho maketh that to encreas 
md" frufify Which is planted and Watered 
bowhomasthe Origen, cauſe , and root, all 
the beauty and fruit of the tree 18 wholy to 
de aſcribed, 
Before I conclude this ſtory, I will add,that 
as Saint Ignatius was 2 Saint whilit he lived , 
ſo was he known, eſteemed, and reuerenced 
fora Saint , by all thoſe that treated with him; 
becauſe they could more cleaily ſee and dil- 
cover his admirable yertucs : and did touch, 
wit were, with their hand , the great guilts 
andpraces, wherwith our Lord had endowed 


— — 


Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Confeſlor. 


| 


lim, 54int Francis Xauerins ,an Apoſtolical 


| would hauc him to couer his head , wh 


man, and of moſt eminent ſanity, by whom 
God wrought innumerable miracles,and en- 
lightned 4 multitude of Barbarous- nations 
with his holy faith , bore fo great deuotion 
and reverence to his Father Saint Ignatius, 
that he carried a ſubſcription of his letter al- 

ways about him in his Reliquary, as a ſure 
and firm bukler againſt all dangers and en- 

counters ; and vied to write vnto him fron 
the remote countreys of India vpon his knees, 
Father Peter Faber, who was the firſt Compa- 

nion that ioincd with bum in his great dehign 

of the inſticutiog of the SOciety., an admira- 

ble man, and fauored with ſublime and diui- 

ne illuſtrations, took his Father Saint Ignatius 

or his pattern and example of holines and 

all vertue. Father J ames Laynex, , the ſecond 

General of the Socicty, and 2 wan fo niuch 

cltzemedin the world for his great leariing 
| and piety , told me that God dd jo much bleſs 
the Society , and faur the children of it ; becauſe 
he took, /o much content ani pleaſure in the 
ſoule of his ſeruant jJgnatins. Bleſſed Fran- 
as Borgia, the third General of the Society, 3 
man fo well known to the world for his no+ 
bility, and much more for his ſanity, went 
to Rome in the year one thouſand five hun- 
dred and fitty, principally to lee; know , and 
conuers with Saiat Ignatius : and when he 
ſaid his firit Maſs (which was in the hous of 
Loyola ) he kifled the floore of the chamber, 
where this holy Father was born, for his de 
yotion to him , as to 4 wolt holy man, And 
this was the opinion of all that treated and 
converſcd with him. And not only his chil 
dren and his domeſtiks had this eſtimation of 
his Sanity : but many other great and wor- 
thy Perfonages bore him the Lke regerence 
and reſpe&; 


Pope Paul the third of Bleſied memory, 


who was the ficlt that confirmed the Society, 
was moued to do very many important things 
by the counlcl of this holy Father , wherof 
one was to appoint {1x graue Cardinals at 
Rome, to haue a particular care ofthings be* 
longing to the Catholiktzith , and to prefide 
with ample and louerain Autority in the holy 
Tribunal of the Inquilition; Pope Fulivs, 
though much vrged and folicited by Ferdie 
nand, King of the Romans to conſecrat Fa» 
ther Peter Caniſius Biſhop of Vienna, refu- 
ſed to do it, for that father Ignatius thought 
it not expedient, ſo much did he reſpe& him 
Pope eMarcelus the ſecond, who ſucceeded Iu- 
lius the third , ſaid thar i» What concerned the 
order and the aff airs of the Society , he made 4 
greater account of the authority of Saiut Jgnas 
tins and bis iudement , then of whatſoeuer rea» 
ſons could be alleadged for the contrary opinions 
Pope Paul the fourth, in whoſe time he depar« 


ted this world, honored him ſo much, that he 


en he. 
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w— tb;ztieath in the Bulls he gaue out for the 


3Is 


ſpoke with his Holineſs, Pope Gregory the 


confirmation of the inſtitute of the Society, 


Ivy, declares in-expreſs terms that the Holy. Ghoſt 


inſpired Fgnatins to inſlitutethe Society and to 
preſcribe the form and Rules Which it objerues 
ly its inſlitmte. He adds moreouer that all the 
Chriſtian commonYealth is comforted and aſſt 
fied by bis children. And both he and þis Pre- 
deceſſorsPins the fourth and Pins the fifth do 
ſo highly prais and extoll the miniſteries and 
functions of the Socicty., and the fruit which 
God hath diawn and dayly brings forth by 
means of them , that for modeſty I will not 
relate them in this place : all which fruit by 
the aſſiſiance of Gods grace , proceeded from 
S. Ipnatius , as ſrom the root. Ferdinand, King 
of theRomans, whom we mentioned before, be- 
ſides the Colledges which he founded for the 
Society , ſought outall means for tofauor and 
oblige it , in conſideration of the Father and 
Author of it , Saint Ignatius: and would hauc 
giucn the Biſboprick of Tricſte to Father 
Claudius Iaius,one of his firſt companius, but 
that S. Ignatius, would on not conſcat vnto it. 
King Tohn the third of Portugal.in the year one 
thouſand five hundred fifty three, when father 
Lewis Gonzales de Camera was going to 
Rome , gaue bim expreſs charge , diligently 
to mind and-obſcruc all the a&ions of Saint 
Tenatus,and to fend them all in particular 
deſcribed vnto him : and father Gonzales did 
ſo : and writ back vnto the King , that no 
ſpiritual reading or prayer did more inate bim 
to wertue and the loue of God : then his diligent 
eying and obſeruing of the conuer/ation and be- 
bawiour of Saint Ignatius , it being an exari 
and perfef? model of vertue. The Cardinal Ga- 
ſpar de Buiroga , Archbiſtop of Toledo , and 
Inquiſitor General throughout the Kingdoms 


of Spain , who had bin very well acquainted | 
with Saint Ignatius at Rome, teſtified of him, 


that he vas a perſef7 man, truly bumble geek, 
patient ,2 deſpiſer of the world , and all inflam- 
ed ith veal of Gods glory and the goodof ſoules: 
and that he was neuer troubled,nor changed cou-. 
ntenance (or any variety of accidents,proſperous 
or contrary. Cardinal Gabriel Paleotto ,Biſhop | 
of Bolognia,caltethhim rhe light of the Church: 


and ſaith that God moued and infpired bim to 


inſtitute thc Society , for to maintain and ſtren-. 
gthen Ecdefiaſtical aiſcifline eAlbertus , Duke ' 
of Bawary , Was much addifted to Saint Igna- | 
tius ,and writ feueral letters vnto him , and | 
reverenced him ar a living Saint. And tor his 

fake did very much cheriſh and fauor his / 
children. And hercin he has bin followed and 
imitated by his heirs and ſucceſſors, who ha- 

ue no les inherited the picty and Religion, | 


. then the greatnes and nobility of their worthy 
Anceſtors. The Preſident of Caſtil , Joby, 


Tegs, whillt he wasemballador for the Em- 


Saint Tgnatius of Loyola , Confeſlor, 


jied, 
bir 


bo/ 


, ruin 
lo excellent a Recorder) out of his humili 
compared himſelf to 4 tvaif in reſpeg of 5 F. 
Ignatius , Whom he termed 4 giant, And m4 

; ther Grana1a, ſpeaking of Saint lenatiug » 4 
felles that be did admire bis life, his andexula; 
and beroical wertues : and {aith that God/ent 

| him into the World at this ſo neceſSary 4 time fr 

' the ſaluation of infinit Soules. Lo the opinion 

of theſe worthy and graue men : andto the 

ſame cffect divers others, that arc famous av 
| thors and of great credit , who have yriten 
| fince the inſtitution ofthe Society of IEsys 
have both ſpoken and written : as Laumny 
Surius,a German , who hath briefly writteg 
S. Ipnatius,life : and Tob» Molanus 4 Flemin: 
who do ſtile him moſt Bleſſed : Genehrali 

Frenchman , who faith that God did rj 

bimin bis Churth for to oppaſe the berifin o 
Luther: Door Nzcolas Saunders anEnglifh 
man , who callcth him 4 man of Goff mul 

by our Lord unto that great work which be per 

former. Thomas Boſs itiles him miſt fam 
for (anH:ty of life. Paulus Morigiact the Or 
der of the Icſuati, Angelus del Pax, 4 Fran 
ciſcan , and Mambrinus Roſa, all four ltalians, 
have written of him ,and highly commended 
him : as haue don in like manner Gora 
de Tgleſcas , Alfonſus Villegas , and Strrjba 
of Gariba, Spaniards : who do call him Hy- 

pie , Bleſſed, and Saint. And Doctor Tame: f 

Paiua, aPortugheſe (who was ſent asDoder 

of divinity from his Kang to be preſentatthe 

Council of Trent) calls him ax 7laſtrimu tx* 

ample of Sanflity ,an admirable man , giua 

to the vorldby 2 particular benefit of God.Nov 
if we turn our cyes ypon the KingsandPrit- 
ces, who accounting hima Saint, bauc made 
interceſſion to his Holineſs , Pope Clement 
the eighth, who at this day ſitteth in the clit 
of Saint Pcter , to declare him for ſuch, 

put bim 1n the Catalogue of Saints , we 

find that the greateſt and moſt mighty P r0- 
ces of Chriſtendom haue requeſted and be 

ſought it with greateſt inſtance. Forthe 5#- 

peror Rodulphus the ſecond , and the Emil 

Maria of «Auſtria , his Mother , and the 0 

tholik King Philip the ſecond, of glorious 36 

mory , and his Son , Philip the third, who 

Rajpneth at preſent together with his 24 

Margarit, William Duke of Bauan), and tic 

Archautcheſs Donna «Maria his liter ,and0s 


| thers, bauc written yato the Pope about ®, 
| h ſtyling 


a 


Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Confeſſor. 


qyling bim boly and bleſied Father,from whom, 
| fu 4 clear fountain of Sanflity 4 torrent 
t 


i 
_ 


perſecute me With the ſame malice; kiling 
vith their Veil and deſire , hom they cam mot 
mWurider Yith band andſ$0rd. Saint Ignatius 
was Canonized by Gregory the fieoh 
ſecond year of his Popedom, on the twelfth 
of March,inthe year one thouland fix hun- 
dred and twenty two. i 
The Author hath bin ;as. he faith himſelf, 
more large and fuſe in writing his lite, for that 
he was acquainted with him, liued and cone 
verſed with him , received his breeding and 
education , and ſucked in the ſpirit of piety 
and Religion trom him : and therfore having 
taken yu in-gatheririg and compiling the 
live of other Saints , we may well giue him 
leaue toentertain hisreader ſomewhat longer 
with the hiſtory and- diſcours 
who was his. deareſt frend,his good Maſter, 
and his moſt (weet , louing , and affeRionat 
Father, Beſides, when he writ this life , Saint 
Jgnatius was not yet canonized, nor propoſed 
to, the holy Church by the Sea Apoſtolik to 
be inuacated and reuerenced ,as the others 
are, whole liuesare here written: atid thers 
fore that he might be better known , and that 
the faithfull might be moxe excited to honor 
and imitate him, for their own beneft.,and 
for the glory of God, that adorned him with 
ſo many rare vertues and graces t It. Was 


neceſſary to relate many particulat things 


and miracles of him : which in the lives of 
ethes Saints might for breuity be wellomits 
ted, 


THE 


wo fi :!. .uexlycifts andgraces haue flown for tore- 
ts IVI_Y. ke => God. And not only es and 
4 ather Princes haue teſtified their piety and 
" | {gotioninthispoint, by making interceſſion 
9 @r his Canonization ; but alſo ſome King- 
, Jomsbaue don the like ; as Czſtite in the Par- 
v4 ment, Aragon,Valentia,and the Princedom 
P if (at alannia, with their Vice-Roys and Go- 
ag cernors: the Churches of Toledo , Seuil, Gra: 
', nada,Corduba: the cities of Saragoſſa Valencia, 
- and Barcelong : with the Province of Guipax- 
u as (where the Bleſſed man wag born ) and 
4 many other Bishops , Dukes, and Lords. And 
ont this is the common conſent and opinion of 
& Chriſtian ; wiſe , and vnpaſſionat wen of all 
ſs nations.Only Hereticks both think and ſpeak 
the il ofthis bleſſed Man ; and do write againf 
_ him and his order : amongſt whom a great 
len heretik, Simon Lithol, hath put out five books 
Vs oppolit to the five which have bin written of 
_ his life. Aud this is no leſs a teſtimony of his 
tes canfity ,then the praiſes and bigh commen- 
Fa (ations oflo many worthy Perſonages, whom 
a we haue cited, For as it is 2 great prais to be 
aj raiſed by the good and vertuous ; ſo is it no 
1 I | wall commendation to be diſpraiſed and ha- 
liſh ted by the wicked and bad : as Saint Hicrom 
-n zfrms , wciting to Saint Auguſtin in theſe 
per yords : The Catboliks do bonor and rewerence 
_ yw, 47 the rep girer and reſtorer of the antient 
Or {uth: and, Which is 4 teſtimony of greater glory, 
ro. WM the beretiks do hate and revile yon : and they 
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THE FEAS 


EA N the firſt day of 
Fas Augult the holy 

\ Church ſolemnizeth 

the teſtivity of the 

| Chaines ofthe glori- 

W 1) - cvs Apoſtle , Saint 
WW j- Peter ; not only to 
- Ax give thanks to our 
& i——w Ic tor thc benefit 
he did' vs, im letting at liberty our Paſtor, and 
reſeving him out of the hands of King Herod; 
and looſing the bands, wherwith he was held 
faſt tied ;at the very time when his enemies 
vere jefolued to put him to death : but alſo 
or to honor the ſame chaines and bands, 
which touched his ſacred Body ; and the pri- 
ſon where he was kept in durance: ſcing that 
the Apoſtle himſelt did glory in them , and 
eſtcemed them'more then all the treaſures of 


the world, and preferred them before all the | 


miracles, which he cuer wrought. 
Saint Luke recounts in the Ads of the A- 


poſtles , that King Herod, ſurnawed Agrippa, | 
ſon of Anſtobulus, for to pleas and gratity / 


the Iews , hauing cut off the head of Saiatla- 
mes the Great, Patron of Spain , and Brother 
of Saint Iohn the Evangeliſt ; commanded 
Saint Peter to be laid hold on , as the chief of 
Chriſt diſciples , and Frince ana Captain of the 
eApoſiles, And becaulc ic was not a tealonable 
time to execute him out of hand , by reaſon 
of the Paſchal ſolemnity;he gaue order that he 
ſhould be kept in cloſe priton , bound with 
two chains, with two foldicrs always by his 
fide, betidesa itrong gard that was continu- 
ally watching at the priſon and city gates,that 
there might be no poſſible means tor the A- 
poſile to eſcape them, This was a terrible 
blow, at which the whol Church (Lowd it 


| felthighly concerned, and with good reaſon: 


pelcatly all the faithful aflembled together, 


SAINT PETERS CHAIN 
commonly Called Saint Peter ad Vmcula, 


| 


g, 


and made fervent and continual prayet, moſt 
bumbly beſcching the ſouerain aud ſuprem Pg 
ſtor not to permit bis litle flock to be abandined, 
and depriued of bim , whom be bad mate his 
ſubſtitute and T'icar , at 2 time thatit found 
ttſelf ſurrounded by 4 multitude of ravemut 
Wolwes , ready toYomrry and tear it in perces, 
Our Lord heard the cryes of his ſervants: and 
the yery night before execution was to be 
don , as the Apoſtle, between two' ſoldiers, 
and bound with two chains , was ſleeping 
with great ſecurity, as one that kney he wat 
vader the wings and prote&ion of his deat 
Maſter , the omnipotent Lord God , without 
whoſe permiſſion nothing could hurt and en» | 
dommage him;anAngel cntred the priſon,and 
by his preſence driving away darknes, reple 
pleniſbed the place with a moſt bright aod 
ſbining light. Then awaking SaintPeter ,bid 
bim pt 02 bis clothes and follow him. And the 
Apoſtle riſing vp perceived his Chains tobe 
fallen off,and hauing dreſſed himlelf followed 
as.he was bidden todo. they paſſed the frſtand 


ſecond gard., andas they came to the gate of 


the city , which was of iron , it preſently few 


open : and the Angel hauing brought Sant 


Peter'to tar that he was out of all danget, 
vaniſhed away: and he that hitherto thought 
he was in 2 dream , or that he ſaw ſome 11h 
on , was ſatisfied ofthe truth, by ſeing humiet + 
at perfe& {1berty ; and vnderſtood that Almb 


| ghty God by deliuczing him from the powet 


of Herod , had broken the plots, obſ 
the deſigns, and fruſtrated all the hopes ofthe 
lews : that he had heard the prayers of the 
faithful , comforted his deſolate flock in theif 
orcateſt diſtreſs : and protongd hus lite thathe 
migt;t employ and ſpend it with greater feruot 
in his dwwine ſeruice. And this is one cauſe 
the inſtitution of this teat. bY 
An other rcalon is ,thatGod will magol 
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tisſeruants,and make glorious the affliftions 
and pains they ſuffer andendure for his ſake, 
+ cor as nothing is more plealing and accepta- 
ye to God ,then great perſecutions and bit« 
jb ex torments , Tonitantly and couragiouſly 
yndergon by his leraants , for his loue : ſo 
4th AlmightyGod, according to the meaſure 
of good will and (ſpecial aftc&ion wherwith 
be loueth bis frends, give toevery one ofthem 
his partand portion of this treaſure: as appea- 
resby his dealing with $. Peter: whom he per- 
mitted tobe impriſoned and afflited by King 
Herod , that he might more efteeme ,andrake 
(or 2 more aſſured token cf Gods love and 
ood will towards him , the bands wherwith 
he was tycd in priſon : then the power ofma- 
king criples to wa!ke and run , of giving be- 
lth vato the ſick, lite to the dead, and of 
cuing all manner of diſcaſes by his only ſha- 
dow. For this very reaſon doth the Apoſtle 
Sant Paul ſay that the Philipprans Were com- | 
anions of bis toy tor having ſeen him in bands 
and chains for Chiiſt, and bin witneſſes of the | 
ſpiritual 10y and exvltation, which vpon that | 
occahon he felt 1n his ſoule- And when he | 
exhorted the Epheſians to endeauor to attain | 
ll perfetion, and to become eminent in ſan. 


Saint Peter ad Vinculza. 
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toxcitig, as one attired vith cofly and Royal RO ann 


bes; knowiny that they were inſtruments, no l:(s 
of vis glory they of bis pain ; and ſerued note 
for to crown then for to torment him. The boly 
Church , the 5pons 0 f Chriſt, keeps to this wery 
day theſe ſacred cha!ns as pearls and pretious 
zewvels,for tergreateſt and 1icheſt ornament:and 
all fatih*nl people do kiſs andreuerence them, 
hoping therby to obtain pardon for their inn, 
Whence we do learn that Saint Peterschaing 
were always in greet honor and reverence a« 
mong the Chriſtſans : as we may likewiſe 
gather our of the Atts of Saint Alexander, 
Pope and Martyr. For when the deuout peo- 
ple, vifting him in priſon, kifſed the chains 
wherwith he had bin tycd, he ſaid vato thegss 
do not kiſr theje bolts andirons of mine , but go 
ſeek, out thoſe of my Maſter , Saint Peter, and 
kiſs them With all renerence. And Saint Gre> 
gory the Great writeth that the Biſhops of 
Rome yſed to ſend for 4 moſt rare and fin» 
pular preſent, ſome duſt filed off theſe chains, 
inchaſed in a litle key of gold , that had big 
layed for 4 while vpon the holy Apoſtles Sc- 
pulcher.And the ſame Saint Gregory fent one 
ot theſe keys to Childebert, King of France, 
and writes in this manner drown, Phan We /etid 


ity by complying with their vocation , and | Yo# alſo Saint Peters key , and in it (ome duſt 
profeſſion of a Chriſtian life they had vagder- | ſcraped from h1s chains that banging them about 
taken, the more to excite and ſtir them vp to yowr neck you may therby be preſeruedfrom all 


this holy cours , he ſpeaks to this purpoſe : | 
wfider that F x bo amt & priſoner, and in irons 
ad fetters for Chriſt , do require and enneſtiy 
ke this of you : and there is nothing in the world 
wre glorious for me, or more profitable for you, 
they are theſe my bands and thin. No els cf 
tem did Saint Peter make of his chains:and 
al the Saints who haue bad the honor tor 
lobe impriſoned and to ſuffer torments for 
Criſt, have bin of the lame opinion and iudg- 
ment, that they could not be more honored or be + 
ane More glorious then by being held in duran” 
t, and put to torments for the luxe of their Lord 
ad Saviour TE SUS CHRIST : wholike 
i good and liberal paywaſter, for their grtea- 
tercomfort and content, and for to giue them 
part of their reward in this world ; will have 
ot only their bodics , members aud bones, 
that have bin impriſoned, whipt , torment- 
wed , burnt, and broken in peeces, to be in 
greateſt honor and eſtimation; but will hauc 
alo the inſtruments ot their pains and tor- 
ments, ſuchas are priſons, dungeons, chains, 
Croſſes, and gibbets, to be highly reuerenced 
byall the faithtul people. To which purpoſe 
int Chryſoſtorne in a certain ſermon of the 
reneration of Saint Peters chains ( or rather 
Proclus , for it ſeemsto be bis , though-it be 
red ypon Saint Chryſoſtom ) ſpcaketh 
thus : with theſe chains did the Apoſtle adorn 


bunſelf as if they bad bin of goldor pretious fto- 
Wer: vith theſe be ſet himſel] jorth and Went re « 
Tom, 2, 


harm : and inan other letter to TheoAiſt he 


| faith: 7 ſend you alſo xs 4 benediftion from 


S. Peter, 4 key that bath Laine pon bit ſatrid 
Body , ty which God bath wrought the mit atle, 
Which T wil here relate wntd you. And the chile 
racle he ſpeaks of is , that one of Lombardy 


* {coffing at that key, went about toqat it with 


a knife , for to haue the profit of the gold: and 
whilſt he was doing this factiledge , he was 
ſcized ypon by a wicked ſpirit ,and withthe 
ſame knife cut his own throat”, and dyegiims 
mediatly, And the holy Church doth not only 
honor and teverence Saint Peters Chains, as 
it doth the Chains of Saint Paul, and of all 
Martyrs z but it bath moreover inſtituted & 
particular feaſt and ſolemnity to be generally 
kept for the greater honoi®6t thele bis holy 
Chains:whichhonor is not don to the chatns 
of any other Saint, For that it ſeems thatthis 
kind of reverence and worſhip is proper 
to that glorious Apoſtle and Prince of the 
Church , vato whom our Lotd gave moft 
awple power for to looſe and vaty the chains 
of our fins, wh 
This feaſt was inſtituted vpon this occaſi- 
on. Eudoxia, wife to Theodohus the yonget 
went out of her deuotion to viſit the holy 
places of Jeruſalem; and there found the two 
chains , wherwith Saint Peter was bound by 
Herods command; and which had bin kept by 
one of the ſoldiers that garded the 4poſtle in 
priſon, and was afterwards converted to the, 
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Saint Peter ad Vincula. 


faith;as writeth S. Tohn Chriſoſtom : of theſe 
* two chains, which the Empreſs Exdoxia had 
giuen her by JuucnalBiſbop of Ieruſalem, one 
was carried to Conſtantinople: the other ſhe 
fent,as a moſt pretious treaſure, vnto Rome,to 


her daughter Eudoxia, wife to Valentinian the 
third Emperor. And theſe two chains were 
Tecciued, both at Rome and at Conſtantino- 
ple with ſo great 1oy and thanks giving, that 
at both theſe Imperial cities there was a par- 
ticular ſolemnity inſtituted in honor of them. 
and as for Rome, there happeneda molt ſtg- 
nal miracle, which exceeaingly heightned the 
devotion of the people, For as Eudoxia 
ſrowd the Pope Saint Peters chain, which had 
bin ſent vnto her by her mother : the Pope 
cauſed an other chain to be brought, wher- 
with the ſame moſt ho!y Apoſtle had hin tied 


at Rome, in time of the Emperor Nero; and | 


whilſt he was comparing one with the other, 
they both miraculouſly 10inced and were link- 
cd together as 1fthey had not bin diſtin&,but 
one and the ſelf tame chain, made by the ſame 
workman. For which mitacle, and feueral o- 
thers that happencd afterwards,Eudoxia built 
a itately Church in honorof S. Peter : which 
was called by the title of Ewdoxis ; but ſince 
hath changed its name into $, Peter ad Vin- 
cla, where thoſe Bleſſed chains , whicly, as 
we ſaid,miraculoully ioined and became one, 
are: kept with- exceeding great reverence : 
and on the firſt day of Auguſt (which is very 
Jolemn.in Rome) all the city flocketh thither 
for to touch, to. kiſs, and put about their he- 
ad.and neck , with fingular deuotion, theſe 
moſt-ſacred chains of the moſt glorious Apo- 
Rle Saint Peter, Many years after, to wit in 
the year nine hundred fixty nine, it fell out 
that an Earl, that ſcrued the Emperor Otho 
4be,ſccond, being at Rome , was poſſeſſed by 
the. divil , and ſo-vamercifully tormented 
by hie., that he rent and tore off his own 
Heſh with bis teeth ,and no man was able to 
withhold and refrain him from it. Wherupon 
the Emperor commanded that he ſhould be 
led vato the Pope, who was then Iohn the 
birticath ; and;defired him to put about his 


- neck Saint Peters chains , ſeing that no other 


xzemedy was auailable. No ſooner did the A- 
,poſtles chain-touch his neck , but preſently 
there appeared great and ſtrange efiedts, For 
the wicked fpirit. made him roaze out moſt 
feagfully, and foame at the mouth : afterwards 
he grew calme and quiet, and infine came vn- 
to himſelf, aod was as free fromany moleſtas 
ian and troubk , as if he had neuer bin 
. vaderthe divils tyranny. There was preſcnr 
-at;this mizacle. Deodcericus , Biſhop of Mets, 
. wha laying hold of the chain, proteſted ther 
; he would newer let go his bold , unleſ] they either 
\6ut off bis hand, or gaue bim at leafs one link 
of that moſt ſacred chain. And alter along and 


| earneſt entreaty and vrging | his Holineſs xt 


the requeſt of the Emperor , ; 
link , wherwith he nal Tam on 


and in their affe&ion and defire of honorin 
him, and reverencing that holy chain whit 
God made to be an inſtrument of fo many and 
fo great miraculous cfte&s. Let vs hum! 
beſeech his divine Maicſty by the interceſſo, 
of his moſt glorious Apoſtle to break the hard 
and miſerable chains of our ſins: for it igon! 
his powerful hand that can difſolueandbreak 
them. Cardinal Baronius in the fifth tome of 
his Annalls and in bis notes vponthe Mary. 
rologe,writcth very certainly and learned] 
of the chains of Saint Peter , and oftheinſ,. 
tution of this feaſt, Sigebertus alſo in his 
Chronicle in the year ot our Lordninchun. 
dred ſixty nine. For ſome other Authors 
do write divers things that arc very yncer- 
tain, or cucn contrary to the verity ofhiſto, 
I. 
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THE LIVES OF THE SEPEN 
holy Machabees, Brothers and Maty, 


PON the fame day of San 
Peters chains or ad Vinculs, the 
Church makes 4 commemorti- 
on of ſeucn Brothers Mache 

=P/Ss bces , Hebrews , who died at 
Antioch, together with their bleſſed Mother, 
for keeping and detending the law ofGod, 
The ſtory of their Martyrdom'is fet doyn x 
largein the ſecond book of the Machabers 


> SN. 


| and ſcucnthcbapter , in this manner, 


When eAntiochus Epiphanes cntred into 
leruſalem,profancd and pillaged the Tenple, 
ſacked the whol city ,put to deaththegreater 
part of the inhabitants, and committed et- 
ceſſes and ſtrange crueltics , to the endhe 
might ruin the lews , whom be hated vito 
death : the prime of his miſchicuous villanic 
was to force that choſen people of God to 
commit idolatry, andto tranſgrels theirlaws 
tothe end that our Lord prouocked to wrati 
againſt them , might abandon them, and put 
them out off his ſategard and protefion, 4fet 
he had cruelly tormented 2 venerable old 
man, called Zleaxar ( who was one of the 
chiet amongſtthe Scribes: and choſe rathet 
to looſe his lite, then to break the law of God, 
or cuen to ſeem to haue broken it ; forfear be 


| {hould ſcandaliz the people, and by his __ 
; P 


1 


pic 


they 


ſ 


WwW n 
well ſatisfied and content, and all __ ar LW. 


much confirmed in their devotion to $, peer. *! 


- us 
In 


ple giue occaſion to the yonger ſort to Fall, 
they thioking that he had transgreſſed the 


' lw)there was brought before him a vertu- | 


G aus Gentle woman with her ſeuen ſons. The 


4 tyrant commanded them to eat ſuch meat as 
yas probibited them by the law . which they 
refuling to do, he made them! be whipped 
with finews of oxen ; threataing to torment 
ther more rigorouſly,ifhe found it neceſſary, 
The c1deſt ot the ſeuen Brothers , called Ma- 
akews made anſwer : do not think,, o King to 
terify vs Ly thy threats , for we are reany rather 
to ſuffer death , then to do any thing Which is 
antravy to the commands of the law of God. The 
kiog tull of rage and fury , made great cauldr- 
ons of braſs and frying-pans to be heated:then 
he cauſed the tongue of him that had ſpoken 


of lis bead faid off: moreouer he commanded 
the ends of his feet and hands to be cut off. 
Aſter this he made him to be put into one of 
the great cauldrons or frying-pans without 
any water or other liquid matter in it ; where 
he was broyled to death by litle and litle, in 
the preſence of his mother and his brothers, 
who encouraged one an other to endure the 
like torments ; and humbly begged grace of 
God to be able to ſupport them ; with conh - 
fence that he would grant it them. The ſe- 
cond Brother paſſed through the ſame rigor of 
torments ; who when he was brought to the 
la gap , turned himſelf towards the King, 
and aid vnto him : o Wicked wretch, thow ta* 
bf alvay this preſent life from ws : but the 
King of Heauen Will Tl vs vp to an 
tema life , feing that Woe endare death for 
fea of breaking bis {a%, When the ſecond 
brother was dead , they fell vpon thethird : 
of whom : after they had tormented him 
in 2 cruel manner , they demanded his 
wpue that they might cut it off : he inſtanly 
mit forth; and alſo with4 maruclous con- 
ſancy ſtretche ont his hands, ſaying : 7 bave 
ewed theſe members of God: and With oy F 
Wy offer them Þ onto bim for the keeping of 
hr lay : for that 1 am ſure he Will reſtore me 
hem ag a1 much better in that life which shall 
if for ener. The King was aſtoniſhed to ſee 
hecourage and valor of the youth , whotho- 
wh be <ndured moſt cruel torments , made 
whyn of ſuffering any pain. Thenthe fourth 
ves brought to his tryal , who in the midft 
his torments, faid ynto tbe King : i z5 far 
rd vs to dy by thy hands, that ve may 
be raiſed to live 97 ain eternally with God : then 


to ſuffer what thow art to endare at the day of | 


Ionefion , not in this world , but in bell for 
#7.they inſtantly fell 3 tormenting the fifth, 
Vho aid in historments to the tyrant : do wat 
Wk, for that thou haſt power to torment our 
wes, God has therfore forgotten ws , as be bas 


#n thee : One day thou halt ſee the ſcourge of * 


The ſeuen hoſy Machabees , Brothers and Martyrs, 


God fall wpon thee and thy children : one day be 


will cr5b nnd break thee in peeces With bis om-: 


"potent band. The fixth ſaid vato the Ty- 
rant; our ſins baue Well deſerued the torments 
Which We ſuffer. But belieue it , the iniury thou 
doeft vs , thou rhalt buy it at 2 dear rate : an4 
thalt pay for ut 4 ſenere and rigorogs punich- 
ment. | 

Attheſe cruel deaths and dreadful torments 
of her dear children , was preſent their holy 
Mother , worthy of an cternal memory. She 
ſaw them dy; but the hope , which ſhe hadin 
God, ſurmounting her natural love and affec- 
tion,ſhe admoniſhed them one after an other 
in the following words , full of courage and 
wiſdom : my dear children , I know not bow you 


. Were concetuedin my Womb.: for 1 did not viue 
{o boldly to him , to be cut out, and theskin | 3 j giu 


you that ſpirit life , and ſoule which you baxe : 
nor aid f fatbion the members of y2ur body : but 
almighty God , the original Creator of all things, 
made you out of nothing : and he of his mercy, 
vil the ſecond time gue you life : for that at 
preſent you contemn your lines to ketp bis come 
manadments, 

Six of the Brothers being now dead, King 
Antiochus,perceiving himſclf to be ouercom 
by the yong boys, changed his battery to en» 
counter the yongeſt, who remained yetaliue, 
He began to make much of him , and flatter 
him, ſwearing vnto him , and prqmiſing him 
that be would make bim both rich anYf honorable, 
if he would but renounce the 1aWv of bis Anceſtors: 
moreouer he called his Mother to him , and 
charged het to counſel ber litle ſon that bewould 
not prodigally throw away his life, ar bis brothers 
bad don. She anſwered that sbe would perſuade 
him to do his duty. Then mocking the tyrant, 
ſhe approched nere to her child , and faid vn- 
to him in her own language : »vy /on haze pity 
on me who bare thee nine months in my bowels, 
and nourithed thee three years with the milk of 
my breaſts , and maintained thee hitherto to that 
age thou nov baſs. I pray thee look vpon beauen 
and earth , and hatſoeuer is contained in the 
vaſt yniuers , and remember that God mate all 
theſe things out of nothing : and being fortified 
with this conſideration thou Wilt not fear the 
cruel tyrant : but after the example of thy 'Broe, 


thers thou Yilt endure torments As couragionſly 


as they baue don , to the end that 1 may for exer 
enioy both them and thee, The litle boy anima- 
ted by this diſcours of his Mother ſpoke to the 
Tyrant thus.0 author of all mi{chief and crmelty 
againſt the Hebrews ,dozft thou think to eſcape 
the hands of God ? we are iuſtly punisbedfor out 
fins : but God,obo at preſent is incenſed againſt 
vs , will shortly be afpeaſed , and will sbuwv ws 
the affefion of & father : moſt Wickedof men,ans 
cruel thirſter after blood , do not aunt thyſef 
too much in thy vain hopes : thou baft wot 3e 

elcaped the indgment of the omnipotent God an. 


| ſearcher of barts. My Brothers after mt , 
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The ſeuen holy Machabees, Brothers and Marryrs, 


fered 2 litle, are nov at reſt -: but thou sbalr be 
puniibed for thy pride by the iuſt iudgment of 
God. My Brothers and I haue expoſed our lives 
for the keeping and defending the laws Which 
God bas giuen vs , beſeeching him to tn1n aWvay 
bis anger from wvs,and ſpeedily to caſt 4 gracious 
ee wvpon his people : and to make thee confeſs by 
force of torment; that be alone is the true Crea- 
tor of beauen and earth. The anger of God ag ainſi 
the Hehrews sball end in my Brethren and me, 
and shal be pacified by our blood. The tyrant re- 
doubled his fury vpon this laſt of theMartyrs , 
and made him be tormented more then all 
the others together. But he ſuffered all moſt 
conſtantly. 

After the death of the ſeven children, the 
Tyrant cauſed alſo to be put to death their 
holy and yaliant Mother ; worthy of cternal 
prais and glory, not only tor that ſhe was the 
Mother of ſuch children ; but alſo , and much 
Father , for that ſhe educated them fo well in 
the fear of God , and fo vadauntedly ſaw 
them dy. before her eyes, that ſhe exhorted 
them to dy willingly and cheerfully for the 
law of God, of which ſhe made more account 
then of her mothetly affeion , deeming that 
to dy for God, was indecd to Jive. And this 
is the reaſon why the chicfeſt and graueſt 
Dodors ofthe Church can never ſufficiently 
prais this holy Mother,and her children. Saint 
Gregory Nazianzen makes an oration in 
their prais : Saint Iohn Chryſoſtom hasa par- 
ticular homily of them , Saint Auguſtin, Saint 


. Hicrom , Saint Ambroſe , Saint Leo , Theo- 


Pphilus of Alexandria , Gaudentius, Eulcbius 


Emiſſenus , and many others celebrate with 
prais the Martyrdom of thele ſeuen Brothers 


and their Mother, Yea , which is more , the 


whol Catholik Church, although ſhe be not 
wont to ſokmniz the feaſts of Saints of the 
old Teſtament , yet ſhe celebrates theirs; for 
that their Martyrdom was fo ſignal and illuſ- 


trious , by their example to incite Chriſtians, 


to dy couragiouſly, when occaſion ſhall ſer 

uc, for the Evangelical law, ſeing that theſe 
bappy Brethren laid down their liues ( free- 
ly, rather then they would violate the ancient 


law.For if they were fo couragious and ſuffe. 


.* red ſuch horrible torments, rather then they 


would cat ſuch meatsas weie prohibited them 
by the law , before the coming of IESUS 
CHRIST into the world: what would they 


Not haue don for the confeſſion of the ſame 


IESYS CHRIST, had they lived after 
his death vpon the Croſs, and after his ſhed. 
ding his Blood for them ? moreover the 
Church celebrates the memory of theſe holy 
Brethren, togive vs to vaderſtand , that all 
thoſe who were ſaued vader the old Teſta- 
ment ,do belong vato the new : and that the 
courage and {trength oi the Martyrs whadied 
for the law and truth of God, was giucathepa 
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of one and the ſame Body, of which IF 
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by our Lord IESVS CHRIST : and that 
all the Iuſt of the old and new Teſtament, 


make but one Church, andare all mens 


CHRIST is thc Head, 

loſephus, alew a grave Author, has yriten 
the ſtory of theſe Saints, and fais that the 
Mother was called $aJomone: the eldeſt ofthe, 
le her children was called «Machabens thee. 
cond eAber, the third «Machir , the fourth 
Iudas, the hxth eAchas, the fixth eArath and 
the ſcuenth F acob : and that they were bor 
in 4 village of Iury, called Soſander,and were 
all ſtyled Machabees. The Roman Martyrolo- 
ge ſais that their ſacred Relicks weretranſlz. 
ted to Rome, and put in 4 Charch vader the 
title of Zaudoxia, which is , as we hauc ſaid 
that of Saint Peter ad UVinsla, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT © 


Stephen, Pope and Martyr, 


= HE glorious Saint Stephen, 
firſt Pope of that name , and 
> Matityr, ſon of Juliv: , wa 
2/3 born at Rome, and having for 
ae L AT his great worth and mcrit 
bin made Archdcacon of the Church of 
Rome , was after the death of Saint Lucius 
choſen ſoucrain Paſtor ,and Vicar vpon cath 
of our Sauiour and Redecmer leſus Chiiltin 
the Raign of Valerian and Galicn his font 
who did moſt cruclly perſecute the Church 
of God , inſomuch that a mu'titude of Chri- 
ſtians, by malt exquiſit torments and vnheard 
oft crucity,were maſlacredand cut in peeccs, 
For fear of this horrible and outragious th- 
ranny , ſome weak and faint-harted Chriſti 
ans denied their faith ; others hid themſelves 
in caues and holes vnder ground, and even 
in the ſepulchers of the dead , with whon 
they found better company then aw 
the liuing. Saint Stephen alſo thought 
to keep ir and to retire himſelf with 
theſe. But vnderſtanJing that the Emperoi 
had put forth a moſt wicked proclawation, 
that Who/ſoewer Would diſcouer any Chriſtian, 
should become lord and ovner of his goods, lants 
and poſieſſions : and beſides be preferred #1 fot 
great office and bonorable charge in the am) 
he aſſembled the Roman Clergy , and [poke 
vnto them after this manner :50u hav? heal 
my dear Brethren and ſolaters of Jeſus Chniſ bt 
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, diſboſes vr of all our goods, an1 
Ov one 399, _ is the 6 4 to con- 
wo ant ſet at naught all the niches of the 
\- _ tha! We m4) ſecure thole of heauen. Do 
ih & fear the Princes of this Work d;but our Lord 
Jelws Chriſt, obo is eternalGud and the ſourrain 
ind omnipotent KR uler and Aloderator of the 
Whul oniwers : Who by his mercy vill free and de- 
Lye vs from all m:ſeries and tribulations : and 
ifjou te condemned to dy for bi: ſake, efteem your- 
ſlur molt bappy and fortunat. With theſe and 
aher ſach exhortations did this holy Paſtor 
ninate and encourage his flock that was 
ſighted and diſmayed , in that caue , where 
teas continually preaching,baptizing and 
\mniſtrivg the Sacraments : he wrought 
allo great wiracles in teſtimony and confir- 
nation of our holy faith. Among others be 
we fight to a yong Lady, Z#c4a, daughter 
of the Tribun Neme/ts : who became a Chii- 
lian , and was ordained Deacon ; and after- 
yards together with his daughter , ſhedding 
tis blood moſt conſtantly for our faith, deſcr- 
iedthe crown of Maityrdom. Which happi- 
nes, and honor dive: s others wer made wor- 
ty of ; who hauiag bin baptized by Saint 
Stephen , laid down their lives tor to main» 
in their piety and Religion. Amongſt theſe 
yas Hmipbronius, who had bin feruant to the 
aforfaid Nemeſtus, as allo Olympins with his 
viſe Bxuperts , Tertullianus ,and twelue of 
Fant Stephens Clergy, to wit Fauſtus Mat- 
1, Frimitinus , Columnius, lobn , Exupe- 
rntivs, Cyrillas, Honuratus , Theodoſins Baſt 
has; Coſt ulus , and Donntwus; | 
But when the Emperors were informed 
that Stephen War the father and maſter of al 
theſe that Were ſo ready and Willing to'endure 
ay torments and death itſelf for the Cbri 
ſhan faith : attd that With greateſt animoſity 
ad egernes be vithſio-d thetr commanas ; prea- 
ing this new Rehigion , and dra wing all men 
that be could wnto it; flightang and conteniuing 
ther proclamations an 1 editts ; they were en 
tazedly offended ; and diſpatcht a iquadron 
of foldiets for to lay hold of him , and of all 
the clergie men , that they ſhould find with 
tin. Saint Stephen was taken , and many 
Prieſts, Deacons, and others belonging tou the 
Church with him ; and they were all brought 
before the Empe cor Ualerian: who atter lome 
Uiſcours, gaue order that the Pope 5bowld be 
kdunto the Temple of «Mars , there to offer wp 
Janifize : and in ca(e be »houldrefuſe to obey, for 
to be executed. Whenthe holy Prelat was bro- 
vphtinto the Temple , he lifted vp his eyes to 
beauen in preſence of all the officers and ſol 
dicrs that were there to gard him : and with 
his face bathed in tears , and his hart burning 
vith a zealous affe&ion of Gods plory ,he 
played thus aloud : Lord God, F ai of my 


Lird Jeſus Criſt , who With thy mighty arm 
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didſt ruin the tover of Bakel, 1 dohumly beſeech 
thee to deſtroy this place , Wherin the dimil is 
b.nured and Yorsbipped jor God; and Where ſus 


p*1/t:ition and impiety is ſo freely exerciſed. icarce 


had he pronounced the laſt word of this pra+ 

yer , when behold a very extiaordinary and 

dreadtul thunder with a moſt diſmal noiſe 

threw to the ground a great part of the Tem< 
ple. Wherat the foldicrs being exceedingly 
aft;igited, made ail the haſt they could to ſauc 

therſelucs , leauing Saint Stephen at his li- 

berty, with divers Chriſtians that had accom<- 

panied him thither. With whom he went 
{traightto the place where Saint Lucilla was 
buricd , and there cxhorted the Chriſtians 
to be conſtant and firm in their faith ; and not 
to fear the threats or torment: of tyrants , whoſe 
pover extends no farther then to our bodies and 
temporal iſe. Atthe end of w hichexhoitation; 
tor to firengrhen and hanen them the more, 
and to obtain tor them the grace and aſſittane 
ce ot our Lord , he intended there to celebrat 
the holy Myſteries , and offer vp the holy Sa» 
crifice of Maſs, And whilſt he was at the Altar; 
an viher band of ſoldiers, ſeit by the Empe- 
ror, comies for to Kill him. But the Saint, 
though he heard the tun ultuvusclamors of 
armed men , and was not wpnorant cf their 
wicked defign;was no thing troubled, nor alts 
red his countenance, but with great lecurity, 
quict, and deuotion finiſhed thoſe {acred and 
dreadtul myſteries at his lctilure. Then fit- 
ting down in his chair betore the Altar, ex- 
pedted the officers for to execute vpon him 
their cruel and barbatous defign. And they 
comming vp vnto him , cut off his venerable 
head in the ſame chair before the Altar,on the 
ſecond day of Augalt, in the year of our Lord 
two hundred and fixty, inthe Raign of Va- 
lerianus and Galicnus. His ſacred Body toge- 
ther with the ſcat, in which he was martyredy 
and was all imbrued with his blood, was bu 
tied in the ſame piace , which is commonly 
c..tled the Cemitery of Calixtur, He ſatin Saink 
Peters Chair three years, threemonths, and 
two and twenty days. He gauc holy Orders 
twi:e in the month of December and ordain- 


*cd fix Pricits,fhue Deacons,and three Biſhops. 


There is 2 deeree ofthis Pope, wherby he 


| commands that the ornaments belonging to the 


Altar , in Wbich Sacrifice is to be offered unto 
Almighty God be bandſom, clean, and Heſt, and 
that none do touch them, beſides rhoſe that baue 
receiued holy Oraers : leaſt the ſame befall thens 
that happened to King Bartbaſar , Who felt the 
rizor of Gods Fuſlice for bis rasbnes and impu- 
dency in profaning theſacred veſſels and vtenſils 
of the Temple of Terujalem. He ordained alio, 
that no infamous perſon should be promoted to 
Eccdeftaſtical charges. In the time of this holy 
Pope , there aroſe a great and hot diſpute. 
in the Church : for that diuers Biſhops and 
Gg worthy 
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worthy Perſonages, and amongſt them Saint 
Cyprian in Africa,and S.Denis Biſhop of Ale- 
xandria inthe Eaſt, were of opinion, that thoſe 
Who bad receiued Baptiſm iy the bands of bere- 
ticks , were tobe baptized again, When they con- 
werted themſelues to the Catbolik faith and 
Church : becauſe they eſteemed it not to be true 
Baptiſm , which was adminiſired by heretiks. 
But the holy Biſhop Stephen oppoſed them 
with ſo great authority of refpe& and maielty, 
as all of them did wholy ſubmit themlelues to 
what he ,as chief and vniveiſal Paſtor and 
head of the Catholik Church,did decree and 
command to be oblerued. Which was that 
When beretiks in adminiſtring Baptiſm , otjerue 
the form and intention of th: Church, deliuere; 
wntoit , ty Teſus Chriſt , the Baptiſm 1s good 
and certain , ond that there is 10 reaſon for to 
rebaptis thoſe that are thus baptized.Saint Vin. 
centius Lirinenſis a very ancient and graue 
Author , abouc a thouſand years ago writ 
thus of this definition of S. Stephen : When al 
reteHed that nowelty : and all the Prieſts oppoſed 
that Which ſome Would baue introduced iaito the 
"Church: Pope Stephen of Bleſied memory, who 
at that time ſat in Saint Peters Chair Wvith more 
conſtancy then all the reſt ,witbſtood it, perſwad- 
ing bimſelme (as F takeit) that be Was togo as 
far beyond all others in denotion and teal of 
faith, as be was aboue them all in authority and 
diznity. He writ an epiſile of this matter , wberin 
be ſais that Wwe are not to,dewiſe nouelties,but to 
conſerue carefully Yhat We baue receined from 
owr-forefathers. For We are not to accommodat 
Religion to our fanſy , but conform our ſelues to 
our Religion : and it beſeems Chriſtian modeſty 
and grauity,not togo about to teach our ſucteſſors 
0ur On inuentions and opimons, tut to deliger 
faithfully unto them the dotirin ve bane learnt 
from our anceſiers. Thus writes that worthy 
Author of the conſtancy and reſolution ,with 
which Saint Stephen oppoſed himſelf againſt 
all that would haue brought into the Church 
that novelty of rebaptizing thoſe who had 
bin baptized by heretiks: although ſome of 
them were lead with a good zeal, and did 
_ perlwade themſclues they were in the 
right. 
ot is good we ſhould refle& how ſeverely 
Almighty God chaſtized the wicked Emperor 
Ualcrian for his cruelty towards Saint Sephen 
Pope , and other Chiiſtians , members of the 
Church. For wheras this Prince was at the 
begining very mild and fauorable vato them; 
God gaue him for a recompence great proſ- 
perity , and a very floriſhing ſtate : but when 
ſuffering himſclt to be deluded by a magician, 
he changed his wanner of proceeding , and 
ſet bimfclfto perſecute thoſe, whom betore he 
had cſtcemed and fauored, there enſued ypon 
him innumerable miſcries and calamities;and 


heauen,carth, and all the elements ſeemed to | 
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conſpire againſt him ? and at laſt he was defez, 


he ſet his foot vpon his neck 

himſelf of him as of 4 block es 
many great Princes interceeded for him B 
writ ſeueral times for to beg his releaſnent , 
continued in that barbarous and baſe ſervir 
de, vntill at length Sapores made bim be { , 
alive, and his fleſh ſalted like 4 bogp, Lo 
ſad and woful affiftions which God fad 
vpon thoſe that do perſecute bis holy fait 
ſometimes in this world, forthe example any 
warning of others : and the end which all 
their plotts, and cruci and crafty deſipns 
bring them vnto. Galienus ſhowd not himſelf 
to be very much concerned at what his fathe; 
Valerianus ſuffered in that deplorable fate of 
captivity : at leaſt vſed no great endeauorts 
hauc him releaſed. The life of Saint Stephen 
was writen by the Notaries ofthe Church 
.Rome,, and was tranſlated by Metaphraſt, 
and recorded by Cardinal Baronius, 
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THE INVENTION 0F THE 
Bodies of Saint Stephen the Protomany, 
of Gamaliel , Nicodemus , and Abibv 


*4. HE holy Body ofthe glotiou 
& © jy Saint Stephen, Protomartyr,laj 

Ll <@@x- bidden 2 long time , without 
IC DN) any ones knowing where it 
SIE was , vatill that it pleaſed our 
Lord to diſcouer it in the time of the Empe- 
rors, Honorius , and Theodoſius the yooger, 
his nephew , in the year of our Redemption 


*| fourhundred and fifteen. This Reuelation ws 


made to 4 Pricſt, called L#can,who recounts 
the whol ſtory himſelfin an Epiſtle(of which 
many good authors make niention ) whid 
he wrotein greek : and Avitus Prieſt, 15p# 
niard, turned into latin: which in brief con- 
tains thus much : how that vpon a fiida 
night , vpon the third of December ,Lucu 
ſleeping in the chapter hous or place,wher 
Pricſts vſed to meet, as his manner Was, 

he might better look to his Church, and help 
his pariſioners in their neceflitics, 4 venerable 
old man appeared vnto him , veſted like 3 
Prieſt, having along white beard, anda ſtole 


embroydered with pretionsſtones, en - 


ted by Sapores King of Perkia, take — 

den with chains,and bandled & Ry | 

{ly,that as often as the King was to takeho,. i 
2} 


; 
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in gold , ſet in form'of 4 Croſs, witha rod 
ofgoldin ys hand : with which, approching 


* Lucian, he touched him , and called him 


TLLL 


three times , ſaying : Lucan,Lucian, hear me 


Lucian : after this he ſpoke vato him in the. 


peek topguc, and told him : be mu## zo to 
Jubs Biyhop of Jeruſalem, and aduertiſe him 10 
ih out certain Jaints Bodies , which Were nere 
10 4 villaze called, Catargamala, and put them 
124 mire decent place: for that God had bin en- 
dined by their prayers, to do good unto the world, 


which vas in great danger to be deſtroyed by rea- 


ſin of the great farts and abuſes Which were dayly 


unmitted cn it Lucian demanded of the Ve- 
nerable old man Who be was , and Whoſe 
the Bodies Were, Xbich be muſt ſeek, after. He 
anſwered him, th at he vas called Gawaliel , he 
wioat Jeruſalem taught Saint Paul, rhe Apoſtle 
of Jeſus C briſt ; andthiat be Who was in the Se- 
pulcher v2tb 647m 078 the eaſtl-fide , was the Blel- 


{ed Martyr Saint Stephen , Who Was ſtoned by 
the 12%vs , v/ o/e body be had cauſed 10 be taken | 
vþ, ond had buried it in bis on land, atout 
thenty miles frum Jeruſalem: aud that in an 
ther Sepulcher Yas the body of Nicodemus, | 
thom the TeWvs excommunicated, and banished 


ut of ther city , for that he bag receiued holy 

Biptiſm , and as one of the diſciples of 1e/us | 
(hiſt:lut that be receiued bim into bis hous and | 
provided bim of all neceſsaries as long as belined, | 


and after bis death honoratly buried bim nere | . 
vato $, Stephen: and that in the third Sepulcher | 


vu the body of his own /on', called Abibo , who 
bu baptized together With him, his father;and 


tharted this life at the age of twenty years : and 


that be bad buried him an this third (epulther 


With was 4 litle higher then the others, Where | 
kummandedthat tt; On body sb0uld be laid af - 
bi death. Lucian demanded ot him the place 
Were theſe bodies were, and after he had deſige 
pred it, the viſion diſappeared. Lucian wa- 
ling, and fearing that all that had paſſcd 
night be an iſlufion , beſought our Lord that 
if te Rewelation came from him, be Yould make 
th bim the ſecond and the third time : and to 
tteend that it might pleaſe God to grant his 
Kqueſt , he faſted a whol week vntill friday 
Wit following , when the ſame Gamaliel 
Weared to him again in the ſame hgure arid 
ape as before : and blamed him for wot ba- 
Wt; falfilledYhat he had commanded him , yet 
Lcianthought himſclf nor lufficiently tecure 
of this ſecond viſion , but expeCted A third ; 
and praying inceſſantly , beſeeching 
ouLord that be Yowld not permit Him to be 
Gude, Finally ypon the third friday, Gama- 
lel2ppeares to him , and ſhowd himſelf diſ- 
flealed and angry for the litle faith and credit 
6 Lucian bad giuen to bis Words , comman- 
lrg bim to do What be had bidden bim : and 
wicouer adding that he 0w2ht to efleem it 4 
Wor favor of .God , that he bad made choice 


of him as his inſirument ,in 4 waiter of ſuch 
importance , laying a ſide many others , better 
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and more deſeruing then himjelf , Yho would KN: 
efily bane bin per(unded to do ſo good an office. G5 > T, 


Lucian then conktrmed in his Reuelation,and 
triphted at the ſharp reprehenfion of the holy 
old man Gamalicl, as ſoon as it was day,went 
to terufalem, and informed the Biſhop Iohn 
ot the viſion he bad ſeen; The Biſhop after he 
had given thanks to our Lord , with tears of 
loy in his eyes, for this great fauor of Ged to 
his Church , gaue order that what had bin 
reucaleg to Lucian by Gazaliel , ſhould be 
put in execution, 

Attcr they had digged in 4 field, nere I 
heap of ſtones ; which was there , without 
being ableto find what they ſought for ;the 
lame Gamaliel appeared to i Religious man; 
called Nzze{ias, and ſpecified the place where 
the bodies were : in which whea they had 
ſought, they found three tombs, couered with 
tarec ſtones ; vpon which were written three 
Names, Celiel , which ſignifies 4 ſernant, and 
eApaandardan, that is to ſay Nicodemus and 
Gamaliel. The Bizhop Tobn came thither , ac- 
companied with Zleutherizs, Biſhop of Scba« 
ſte , and with an other Eleutber:zs , Biſhop 
of Icricho ; and folllowed by the Clergy and 
an infinit multitude of people. When the 
Sepulcher was opened ; where the Body was 
of the glorious Saint Stephen, the carth trem- 
bled , and a fragrant ſweet odor came from 
his hoty Body which ſo perfumed the air a- 
bout , that cucry one thought himſelf to be 
in Paradiſe, Many fick petſons, and many po+ 
ſſefſed by 'the divil , were brought to this 
{(peacle : and the odoriferous ſmel alone, 
which was diffuſed by theſe pretious Relicks, 
curedno lefl then threeſcore and thirteen , bf 
all kinds of diſeaſes : and the diuils were dri- 
ven away by vertue of the holy Martyr ;and 
thoſe, whom they bad poſſeſſed , freed. The, 
holy Bodies were tranſlated into more decent 
places, And that of Saint Stephen was carried 
to the Church of Sion , in which keretofore 
he had bin ordained Deacon. And this is that 
which Lucian faisin his epiſtle ; and he adds 
that himſelf took ſome of the fingar-bones of the 
bands of Saint Stephen , which ,though litle in 
bulk, he eſteemed them great in price ated value, 
for that they Were the bones of the walorous 
Captain of «Martyrs , and Soldier of our Lord; 
Yho bad fought ſo couraziouſly for Teſus Chriſt, 
and bad taught all Martyri ty bis example 
how to gett 4 neuer fading life by by thing.Lue 
cian ſais moreouer that be t20k of the duſt to 
Which the body of Saint Stephen Was reduced, 
and ſent the(e Relicks to one «Avitus 4 Prieſt : 
and that this tranſlation Was made wpon theſtx 
and tYentieth of December : at which time the 
earth was wery dry : for that it had not rate 
ned & long ſeaſon , and that at this very = 

tbers 
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there fellſuch 2 plenty of rain , that the earth | 
was abunAantly watered therwith; for Which all 


_ = the people bleſſed and praiſedour Lord , bolding 


GVS Tz it 


for a great Miraile. 

Atthe ſame time that God diſcouered this 
G rich A treaſure to his Church , Paul O:0- 
ſius , a Spaniard, went into Africa, to vilit 
the famous Door Saint Auguſtin, and to be 
fatisfied by him1n certain difficultics, which 
he was not able to ſolue himſclt: and after 
this holy Father had anſwered the queſtions 
he propounded to him,he ſent him to Jeruſa- 
tem, to confer withSaint Hicrom about other 
doubts-which he bad , eipecially about the 
principle and Origen of the reaſonable Soule, 
From whom , as trom A very learned perſon, 
and exceedingly well verſed in holy Scriptu- 
res, he expe&ed tolearn that, wherin he could 
not fatisfy himſcif by his own witand know- 
ledg : ſuch was Saint Auguſtins humility aad 
modeſty. Paul Orofius went toleruſalem, and 
returning thence, was the firſt that brought 
into the weſtern parts the Relicks of the 
Bicſſed Sairit Stephen the Protomartyr, which 
a litle before had binfound out : with which 
he enriched the countrey of Africa , where 
our Lord wrought very great and very many 
miracles by the interceGhon of his holy Mar- 
tyr. By reaſon wherof many Churches were 
built of his Name, as is to be {een in divers 
places of Saint Auguſtin, Euodius Biſhop of 
Vzale (who was the firſtin Africa that built 
a Church vnder the Name of Saint Stephen) 
wrote two books of many glorious miracles, 
which God wrought by mcans of his Re- 
licks, Nor did Africa alone eniny this trea- 
ſure , but alſo Spain , whither the ſame Paul 


- Oroſfius brought them , who paſſing by the 


Iland of Minorca , left ſome of them there. 
where ſo many miracles and prodigies were 
don. by them, that all the Icws of that Iland 
were conuerted , and recziued the taith ot 


" JESUS CHRIST, ,as writes Seuerus, Bi\bop 


oft the ſame Iland , and Euodius, Biſhop oi 
Vzalc, in his firſt book and ſecond Chapter 
The Reliks of the glorious Protomartyr were 
carried alſo into France , where Almighty 
God has honored them by innumerable mi- 
racles, as We may read in Saint Gregory of 
Tours. But that which is moſt remarkable 
of all, is a conſtant and perpetual mizacle, 
continuing even to our days , which out 
Lord is pleaſcd to do for the greater ho 
nor of the ſacred Relicks of Saint Stephen, 
For when the Vandals waſted and ruined 
the Province of Africa , Saint Gaudioſus Bi: 
ſhop, flying trom thence,carticd with him to 
Napks a glas-phiai tull ofthe blood of Sain 
S:ephen congealed, which is yet kept very 
Ceuoutly in the Church of Saint Gaudioſus in 
the city of Naples. Andit 184 wonderful thing 
to {cc that letting the phial vpoan the Altar, 


— 
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| 


51ſhoprick of Oſaza They had three 50m, 
ot Vimas 4c yh 


whilſt holy Maſs is ſaid , the blood didn. 
and becoms as liquid , as if 1t were —_— — 


while before the. Þ ho 
. A ' & 
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com forth of the veins. ſome 
re was brought to Ancona,acity in 
of the ſtones , with which Fader wer 
him.: and 1t is ſaid that it hitt him Vpon the 
arm : by which ſtone our Lord has wrovoht 
great miracles,and divers times defended C 
City : to give vs to vnderſtand what reuerence 
and devotion we ought to bauc towards the 
Relicks ct the Saints and trends of God: and 
how great 4 fauor he does the world, when 
he dilcouers them, with an intention by their 
means to preſerue and deliugg It from oreat 
calamities and diſaſters. And with how good 


| reaſon the Catholik Church does ſolewniz 


the day of the Invention of the Body of Saint 
Stephen the firſt Martyr , by whom ſhe has 
rec.iued, and does continually receiue ſoma. 
ny and fo ſingular benefits. In the time of 
Pope Pelagius, the Body of Saint Stephen the 
Protomartys was tranſlated from Conflanti. 
nople to Rome ,and laid in the Sepulcher of 
Saint Laurence, where he is honored with 
great devotion, on the day of his tranlation 

which 1s according to the Roman Martyrolo 
ge, on the ſeuenth of May; | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Domink, founder of the holy Orderdf 


Friars Preachers , Confeſſor, q 
_— 


(! 

SgH E glorious Patriatk , Saint 
2NFF Dominik , light of the world, 
pillar of the Church, bulwak 
8 of the faith , glory of Spain, fa 
8 her and Founder of the (acted 
Orc ot P:eachers, was born inthe Biſhop 
rik of Oſma, at a place called Ca/eruegs, in 
Spain , of very honorable Parents, in theyeat 
of our Lord one thouſand one hundred and 
ſeuenty, Alexander the third being Pope, and 
Frederik Emperor , firſt of that name , ſum 
ned Barba:ofſa or Readbeard : and Alfonlu 
King of Caitile , he who afterwards gained 
the tamous battel ,« Ad Thol:ſe Nauer. HS 
father was called Pox Felix of Gu/man, of 
the ancient and noble family otthe Gu/man, 
which was rendred much moremoblc and 
illuſtrious by the birth of Saint Domunik.Hi 
mother was Donna lane of «Axa ,cqualin 
Nobality and blood to her husband. Theplace 
of their abode was the town of Aza inthe 


— 
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Saint} Dominick Confeſlor. 


whodegenerated in nothing from the vertue 
oftheir Parents. The firſt was called Antony, 
# who took the. boly Ocder of Prieſthood, and 


F having diltributed his goods to the poor , | 
Ste tied hicnſe)finto an Holpital, there to ferue 


the necdy and neceſſ:tous-: and perfeuered in 
hat holy exerciz vatill his death : and God 
wrought miracles by his 1nterceſſ,on. The 
ſecond was called «Hazes, who took the ha- 
bit of the Preachers , and lived and died holi- 
lyinit»The third and laſt was Saint Dominik, 
of Guſman , whom from the b«gianing they 
called ſo from the Name ot his father Donna 
Jane, bis Mother, being with child of him, and 
making a Noucna inthe, Monaltery of Sans 
Dominick, of Silos, vpon the ſeuenth day of the 
&votion, atnight , as ſhe was in bed , before 
ſhe tell a ſleep , there appeared a Religious 
man vnto her in his ſhape and habit , who 
forctold her that sbe should bage & ſon, endoWv- 
ulwuth many guifts and wertwes; by reaſon of 
which Reuclation and good news, wh«ii the 
child was born , they called him Dominik, 
after the Name of his Patron and Aduocat , 
Wiat Dominik of $110s. Some motiths before 
his birth ; bis Mother had an other viſion in 
her {lcep: to wit that sþe had & dogg in her 
bumb, bo beld 4 burning torch in bis month, 
kith &buch he enlzgltned and ſet on fire the 
kbole Yorid, Ay ſoon as he was baptized, his 


podmother ſaw a ſtar in his forhead fo bright | 


ad ſhining, that 1t ſeemed to enlighten the 
whol carth with its reſplendent rays : God 
Almighty diſcovering by theſe ſigns the office 
Sint Dominik was to dilcharge, to wit by 
backing, and crying out againſt vice, to hin- 
ferthe di} from entring into the Church), 
which he was to illuminate and inflame with 
bs own holy life and doQrin ; and that of 
lis children. Jt 1s ſaid alſo that as he was in 
his cradle , a ſwarto of bees was ſeen to fly 
about his mouth, as it is written of Saint Am- 
droſe , as a preſage ofthe fluency and ſweet- 
nes of his words, 
From his infancy he was inſtru&ed by his 
r and mother , and particurlarly by his 
mee, Archprieſt in Gamiel of Vza , in the 
katof God, and in all kind of vertue. He was 
taturally ſo docil and cnclined to good, that 
tad more need of & bridle, then a ſpur in 
wattets of picty , and dcuotion : in ſuch ſort 


at the age of ſcuen years he would riſe, | 


cut of his bed , and ly vpon the floor : as if 
he would even then make an eſlay of that 
pennance and avſterity , of which he wasto 
Wake profeſſion afterwards. He grew in ver- 
eas he didin age ; was very temperate in 
ating and drinking \ not taken with thoſe 
almes with which youth is wont to be de- 
iBited; he was compoſed and modeſt in his 
ions, he was ſobcr like a man in yeals, 
ofa fetled and mature iudgment, he was 
Tom, 26 


| 


| put to ſtudy, and took ſuch an affection to 
| lcarning , and finging, and to the divine 


office , that he employed himſelf wholy in 


the Quire ;and wade 1t his only recreation to 
arels and make neat holy Altars,and to aſſiſt 
before the moſt BleſſedSacrament. Afterwards 
his Parents ſent him to Palencda , where at 
that time the general Rudies of Spain did 
floriſh , Which afterwards King Ferdinand 
the third transferred to Salamanca. Saint Dos 
mink pave himſelf ſoentirely to the getting 
of learning, that in a ſhort time he was pet- 
tectly Skilled in logik, philolophy and meta» 
phytick , which arc the mbſt neceſſary for the 
lacred ſtudies of divinity: nor had he leſs care 
ot the proficiency of his Soule in vertue, He 
gaue himlelf much vato praicr; and ſhunned 
bad company , which is very datigerous and 
pernicious to youth, And beſides his other 


"vertues , he was very pitiful and merciful : 


tor the ſpititual and corporal neceſſities of 
his neighbors did ſo affli him, that he diſ- 
lolued into tears When he could not redreſs 
them, He relented and deplored others fins; 
a5 ifthey bad bin his own, cbaſtizing his bady 
tor thetn With rigotous pennances. He took 
vpon hitv the maintenance and proteRion 
of the pour and orphans: And there happen» 


inga gieat dearth , be told all the goods in 


his hous, and all the books in his ſtudy , 15 
reheue the neceſſities ofthe poor and miſera- 
ble,remaihtting rich in his thoughts, to ſee him 
iclt poor With the poor ; and by thecxample 
ot this holy youth many alſo did fell their 
goods to relicuethe poor, There tame 2 wo- 
wan vnto him , weeping'bitterly, and beſee- 
ching his aſſiſtance , for the Redeeming of d 
brother of bers , then captive by the Mares ; 
and the chatity of this happy yong man was 
lo great, that he earneſtly beſought the afflic- 
ted woman to /ell him for 4 ſlaue, and to ext- 
change himYor her brother : ſo great isthe force 
ot pertect charity in a pure and holy Soule; 
He was endowed with 4 perpetual and inuke 
olable chaſtity : which he conlerucd all bis 
lite ; and to Conſerue it, had 2 care neger to 
be one moment idle,and to {bun the company 
and conuerlation of women , and any inteme 
perance in cating and drinking : for that thee 
three things are capital enemies of chaſtity, 
Theie was then at Oſma a Biſhop called 
Tames of Azches , 4 man of great ſanQity and 
learning who ſo took to bart the reformation 
of bis Church that in 4 ſew years , of ſecular 
he made them Regular Canons:and the better 
to accompliſh ble deſon,winh all care and dili- 
gence he ſoughtaficr men that were yery ſpirits 
tual and very learned. And for that the fare af 
S. Dominiks vertue and learning Was MOIc ies 
ſplendent then any ones cl{eghcBiſhap yodes 
uored by all means to draw him fromPalencia, 
Hh and 
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and to bring him to Oſma, as he did. There | 


p—= the Saint took the habit of Canon Regular, 


& + 
A v- 


andthe Biſhop made him «Archdeacon of that 
Church , and by an other name $»bprior : for 


eVST* chit with the new «formation , he had chan-; 


gedthe vamesofthe dignities. S. Dominik b 
obedience accepted of the charge : in whic 
on the one fide he was very humble , very 
wild, very affable ,and familiar with eucry 
one : and on the other fide , he was very zca- 
lous, and a ſtri& reprehender of vice. Many 
years did not paſs ere he returncd back again 
to Palencia : where finding certain perſons 
in great neceſſity and poucrty : to relicue 
thee , he once again ſold all his books, and 
began to preach the Goſpel without them, 
' now entring into the thirtieth year of his age: 


imitating herein the Sauiour of the world, 


who being the wiſdom of his Eternal Father, 
kept a wonderful filence for thirty years, and 
then began to diſplay abroad the world the 
rays of hisdiuine light and doQrin. From this 
year, which was thc year one thouſand two 
Caadered, tothe cnd ot the year one thouſand 
two hundred and two , the Bleſſed father 
went about the territorics of-Palencia and 
Oſina, teaching the way to heauen with that 
fruit which could be cxpetted from ſo holy 
3 life and ſo great lcarning. At which time he 
read with great diligence the book of Coſſians 
Coliations, taking it tor & pattern to draw ver- 
tues by, and to imprint in his ſoule the per « 
feRion of thoſe holy Fathers of the Deſert, 
which is repreſented in that book, 
Whilſt Saint Dominik went on in his pre- 
- aching with great feruor and zeal, the Bilhop 
of O:ma,his Supcriour, had an occaſion offe- 
red him of taking aiourncy tor the glory and 
ſeruice of God. For Alfonſus, King of Caſtile, 
that a Iule before had married his daughter, 
the Lary Blanch , to the Daulphin,and Prin- 
ce bereditary of the Crown of Fiance, Levis 
#he erzhth,lgat him Ambaſlador about matters 
of great importance into France : and the Bi. 
ſhop took Saint Dominik along with him in 
his company , both to guide himſclt by bis 
counſel, and alſo to pront himſelf by his holy 
and ſweet conueriation :ovr Lord fo ordain- 
ing it for higher cnds of bis divine Providen- 
ce. At that ume was ſprung vp 4brutiſh and 
ſcandalous hereſy at «4/6; ,in the county of 
'Tholoule, whence the bercticks that tollow- 
edt, were called «Albizen/es. Saint Dominik 
catring with his Biſhop into France by the 
county of Tholouſe, and hearing of the per. 
nicious foppetics, which thoſe miſerable men 
taught, and the hlaſphemies they vitered a- 
gainit God and his Church : it can not bd 
expricticd with what forow and grief it picr- 
cc4 his hart. The firſt night that they lay it: 
the countiey of thele heretiks,, it happened 
that the maſter of the hous, where they 10d- 


ped, wasinfefted with that peſtilentdogz; 
The Saint cntred into diſcours mr 
bout matters of Religion , and the reaſons 


which he brought him for what he afleneq AW 20d t 


ſtate: 
begat 


cc, (C 


were fo ſtrong , that of anenemy of the Cy 6 Yi": ofall 


tholik faith , he made him an obedient child 
of the Church. This was the firlt fruit heo, 
fered to God in this expedition: and ynger. 
ſtanding that tis vas bis vocation , aud thy 
our Lord bad choſen bim for 10redamethg), hf 
ſoules, he endeauored with all ſpeed todilc 
ge himſclf, and to procure that the Biſhop of 
Ofſma might _ his Embaſſy as ſoon x; 
might be , that he might ſpeedily betake hin. 
ſclt to cultivate that field , to root out the 
weedes , thorns , and cockle that had over. 
ſpread it. Being come to the Court of the 
king of France , he found the Infants of 
Caſtile , the Lady Blanch , in great aflic, 
tion and deſolation, for that ſhe had nochi. 
dren, Wherfore he adviſed her to take ou 
Bleſied Lady the Virgins Mary for ber Aduy 
catreſs : and in ber bonor to reate the R 
With great attention, and to aribute Roſain 
or Begas to all thoſe that bad 2 reuotion ta ſy 
them , defaring them to offer wp theſe gar 
for her intention : and then to confide that 
this means our Lord Would comfort ber aud 6 
complisb ber defires. And ſo he did  forkegue 
her for ſon the glorious Saint Lewis, King 
of France, The Biſhop haviog diſpatcht hu 
affairs , and giuen 4 good accountofhisEm- 
baſſage, went to Rome for to ſee hisHolineh, 
Innocentthe third, who then preſidedinthat 
holy Sca: Saint Dominik accompanied hin 
to Rome. And the good Biſhop beſought the 
Pope to prowide an other for bis Bishopnk, thit 


_ fo himſelf being free and at liberty, might Viv 


attend to thereducing f thyſe heretiks of Fra. 
But his Holineſs would not grant his! 
nor depriue the Church of to confidenadle 2 
Prelat : wherfore the two Saints , the Bibey 
and Dominik, taking his Holineſs beneditt- 
on, rcturned companions for Spain throw 
France; and by the way viſited the Monaſtct 
of Ciſterce, which was very famous for fate 
Qity. They ſtayed there three days , and the 
Biſhop out of deuotion took the habit ofthv- 
{ſc Monks, and carried ſome of them alory 
with him , to inſtru hia in the Rule andce 
remoniesof their Order, with intentionts 
lead 4 more ſtridt life at Olma , then that o 
"Canons Regular , though that holy Orde 
wasalſo very auſtere, They arrinedat Moob 
pellicr : where they met with tweluc Abbots 
of the Order of Saint Bernard : who veit 
ſ-nt by Pope Innocent to reduce the Aldi 
g-nfian heretiks , that cuery day en 
both in numbers andauthoriey, All theſe wor 
thy and holy Perſonages , being now ioined 
and vnited together, by the advice and coune 


{cl ot Saint Dominik , laying aſide cnn 


rence 


Saint 
zteand pomp, put themſelues on foot : and | 
with much prayer, falting aad pennan-' 
þ («, towage ſpiritual war againſt the heretiks: 
AJ» 1d by their good example in the praftiz of | 
oy Bot: ofall vertucs , by diſputes , by priuat conf» 
redces, and publik ſermons, to enlighten and 
convert them : and many of them deteſting 
their errors, 3xeturned to the holy Catholik 
aith, 
go thoſe who remained obſtinat, not be- | 
jog able tO endure the force ofSaiat Dominiks 
ayers, which he continually made to God, | 
nor of the arguments and reaſons wherwith 
he conuinced them , hated him as their 
chiefeſt enemy. They writa book, containing 
critain propoſitions, and the articles of theig 
{And the Saint wrote an other in defence 
ad proof of the Catholik verity. And both 
theſe voluws being caſt into & great fire in 
he fight of all the people : the heretiks book 
was ttraightways burned and conſumed ; but 
that of Saint Dominik, leaping out ofthe fla- 
pes, flew throygh the air without receiving 
any burt , and (etl<d ypon the top of a poit 
there by : and it is ſa1d to be kept to this day 
in teſtimony of the miracle. Three evra 
lines did the heretiks preſume and dare to 
troy the Saints book into the fire ; and as 
mo) tires by an cuident miracle , Alanghty 
God made it leap out , yatoucht and entire, 
wit was caſt in : by which miracle ſoae of 
theta were conucrted, At this time that pro- 
tine and COuntrey was reduced to great pu- 
jertyaod want by the ravage and fiage the 
efetiks had made:and it grew to that height, 
tat ſome noble Perſonages ſold their own 
@oghtert, and gauc them to hereticks to be 
ought vp 7 compelled hereunto by the ex- 
tee want they endured. To remedie this in- 
tnvenience , and to clude this ſtratagem 
ite divill, Saint Dominik procured that in 
{place conucniently ſituated for that purpo- 
|, called ProsiÞe , betwixt Carcaſſon and 
Tholouſe, there ſhould be aMonaſtery built to 
labor perſons of quality that were in diſtreſs, 
Vherein A ſhort time agreat number of Uir- 
80s iticloſed themſelues, living according to 
icttan Rule which he gaue them. Ang 1n 
tion of this charity of Saint Dominik , 
ders rich Catholiksere&ed tuch hike houſes, 
proved 4 ſecure Refuge to many wo- 
what ran hazard of their faith and honor 
Wngſt heretiks and ſoldiers. Famcs,the holy 
Biltoy of Oſna, refided two whol years in the 
of Tholouſe, labouring in that mann- | 
{,vclaid. And although the truit which he | 
Os pin great: yet the obligationAyhich 
lelad to repair to his own flock, was greater. 
lndnot being able any longer to ſatisfy his 
Gſcience otherwiſe , he returned to Olma, 


kavin for Captain ofthe ſpiritual conqueſt, 
kit Dominik, But 4 litle after , news was 


' the grace of the holy Sacrament of the _ 


Dominik Confeſlor. 


brought that the holy Pretat was dead, to 
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wit in the year one thopſand two bundred 


and feuen. He was buried in thecity ofOfma, 


and God wrought many miracles by him, Hes 


| reby Saint, Dominik became the chief Cap» 


tain for the reduton of the heretiks: and 
althoughthe Abbotsthat were in his compa» 
ny , returned home , beigg weatied out ,and 
delpairing to remedy this deſperat miſchief; 
yet Saint Dominik perſeuetcd ten years in 
this great and hard enterpriz, with incredible 
labor and invintible courage , bring aſbRed 
thetin by ſome vertuous and holy men, who 
for the zcal of Gods ſeruice, ivined themſclues 
with him. He went barcfoot from village to 


| village , inflamed with tlic loue of God and of 


his neighbor , and as the wounded, thirſty 
Rapg plungeth himſelf into the waters , 1o 
he expoſed himſelt toany danger with great 
thirſt to be a Martyr. The citc& of thelc bis 
labors was, that by his moſt holy life and hea« 
uenly doQrin, and by many miracles, which 
our Lord wrought by him, he conuerted ale 
moſt 3 hundred thouſand foules , that were 
ſtrayedaud loſt, to the true and Cathiolik Res 
ligion. And having taken ypon him by the 
Popes cotntnand ,, the office of Jaquifiter 
againſt the hexctiks, he cxerciſcd it with gre- 
at authority ;making vſc of all ipiritual armes, 
to reduce , chaſtiz, and teprels them. And af- 
terwards Catholik Princes joined their tems 
poral armes with his ſpiritual, railing a ſtrong 
and numerous arm) *gppſtpc hercetiks,and 
publiſbitig againſt them the Croy/ade in Fran- 
ce and Italy, The Catholiks by the praiers of 
$ Dominik , and by his counſel and induſtry; 
took matiy ſtrong holds from the hererii 
by torce.Simon Count of Montfort(who was 
Captain General of the Catholik army ) fal- 
lied out off the Caſtcl of Marvel, in whick-he 
was beſieged, with about cight hundred hors, 
anda thouſand foot : who bauing firſt confe» 
fled, and received the moſt holy Sacrament 
of the Altar, turiouſly aſfailed their cnemai 
who were more more then 2 hundred thous 
ſand in number, and ſhamefully er Em, 
and killed abouc twenty thouſand © them, 
beſides many others , who Raking to fabe 
themfclues by ſwimming , were drowned, 
This was 3 very remarkable and glcclons 
vidory , if we confider the great and numes» 
rous Artny of the cnemies ; and the Princes 
and perſons of note that werein it ; compare 
10g them with the handful of men,commana« 
ded by the valiant Captain , Simon Goynt 


| of Monttort ; who reſolued rather to dy cous 
 ragioufly ia the field; then pulillanimously ta 


keep within the walls of 3Caſtle:ſeing that we 


' ought to behave ourſclucs ſo againſt the ence 
| mics of God ; who gaue courage to 


theſe few 
ſoldiers of theCount ;and fo animated thermby 


4 * 
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- mu mou vnto him with faith, confidence, 
At) 'S. 


-*Biſhop of Tholouſe , admiting the ſanity 
"of Saint Dominik, and the ſtrange and won- | 
* derful things which God wrought by him, 


Y- himſelf withal*and thoſe that accompanied | 


* Oxder , which when he ſounded , he renoun 


- 


"'ecdall manner of wealth , as we ſhal declare 


that they reſolued.cither like ſoldiers to gain 
the vi&ory , or els tody like Chriſtian Mat 
tyrs. The Blelſed Saint Dominik , whilſt they 


;dance of tears : and, as Moyſes had don here- 


tofore for the Uraclits , fighting .vnder the 
- edinmand of Ioſuc ; obtaineda great and glo- | 
-" rious viory for the Catholicks, who loſt in 
'* the battel but fix or ſeuen men only : that we | 
may lcarn that it is in the hand of God to 
-- oercom by a few as well as by many through 


the interceſſion 6fhis Saints, when they make 


loue. Simon Count of Montfort,and the 


ptcſented him with rich gifts , to maintain 


bim't' tor that as yet he had not begun his 


"ment of all-their good deſires. 


br Smomnrer ynto him aided him 1n it, | 
with'z great zeal of ſoules, And thus by litle 
2nd litle began a new corgrt gation and Or- 
*dcr. of Apoſtolical Preachers. For the holy 
Father ſeing the-wonderfu] great neceſſity the 
Church had of ſuch perſons, and the preat 
fruit had alredy bin don by fo ſwalla number 
of them : and that Almighty God put him in 
&fair way, and diſpoſed things in that man- 
ner that he might well expe greater fruit 
from accompany of ſo choice and fiout ſol- 
diers of our Lord, intended to po to Rome, 
moued therunto by 4 ſpecial inſtin of the | 
holy Ghoſt, for to giue an account to his Ho- 
tlineſs, Innocent the third, of all that he had 
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were a fighting, prayed for them, and lifted | 
vp his hands to God, powring forth abun- , 


0 IE TOR 


| preſent ſtate of affairs there with theheret 
and to repreſent to his Holineſs how _—_ 

| Iy it was for him to take ſome ſpeedy nd 
efficacious cours for the beating down th 


himſclt and his companions for to be emplo. 
yed in the ſeruice ; and humbly to beleech 
him to take vader his prote&ion,and confirg 
by bis Authority , a» Order, Yboſ: principal 
end and deſizn is the preaching of the Go(pel the 
conuerfiin of ſinners, and ſaluation of Souler 
:And he had an excellent occafion offered 
him for to vndertake this voyage, For attha 
time the great and tamous Occumenical Cog. 
ncil of Lateran was held at Rome, a which 
were preſent a thouſand two hundred four. 
core and five Prelats with the Pope ,andthe 
Ambaſladors cf the two Emperors , of Con. 
{tantinople and Germany and otall Chriſtin 
| Kings. Fulco Biſhop of Tholkoſe went a 
to this Codncil , a man of 4 moſt exeagly 


{ and auſtere lifc,and very zealous forthegloy 


of God , and who molt deatly affefted Saint 
Dominik, who accompanied bimtoRomegul 
| helped bimſelf much by his teſtimony a 
fauor for to obtain of his Holineſs what he 
| defired. But although the zeal and ſandy of 
Saint Dominik was well known throughtte 
world , and the teſtimony, which the Biſkop 
of Tholooſc gaue of his moſt holy conuerlats 
on and great miracles gained himgretcredit 
in that ſo famous and publik Theater of the 
world : yet the Pope , though never ſo wel 
informed ot all things , would by to means 
glue leauefor the inſtitution of a new Rel 
vious Order. For the works of God do meet 
with many difficulties and great obfrudions 
at the beginning , and arc proued by there 
of contradiction, and are leafurly and witdal 
accurat diligence to be ſiſted and cxawined; 
to the end that their foundation be ootlaid 
ypon ſand, but built vpon the firm andim- 
pregnable rock of conſtancy and perpetuity, 


The manner and form of living, which Saint 


Dominik propoſed, ſcemed ſtrange andney 
vntothe Pope; which cauſed him to beback 
ward and vnwilling to approue andconki 
it. Andthe common enemy of all good, the 
diuil,torſeing how diſaduantagious andhutt 
ful to his kingdom this holyOrder wouldpro 
uc to be, labored by all means poſſible to 
hinder the inſtitution and copfirmation 

it: yatill our Lord declared his will ynto the 
the Pope by a viſion, like to that which here 
preſented vnto him, for to moue him to cone 
firm the Order of Saint Francis ; and Wa 1 
this manner. One night as the Pope was 
ing in his bed, he fp Saint Jobn Lateta0s 
Church to be'much ſhaken , and ready to fall 
ind that Saint Dominik beld it vp with m4 
force , and ynderpropped it with Þis ſhowl- 


don in the County of Tholooſe ,and of the. | 


ders. By which vition being much afiright 


\ 
deteſtable ſe. He reſolued withal to ball 


he v[ 
waki 
2nG 
Þ bar | 
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think 
of lit 
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te ynderſtood that the diuine Miieſty would 
ke ie of th15 holy man for to ſupport 
1nd ſuſtain his Church. Wherfore the nex: 


- kr be ſent for hum, and encouraging him ir 


ir. }i; good deign, bid him well con::der anc, 


6 


-x2nin al! the anC1Ent R-l1gious Oc''ers, that 
yere approued and receiued by the Sea Apo- 
Qolik , and then chooſe a Rule, that he ſhoutd 
kinkto be moſt fit and proper to that form 
(i life, which he had propoſed to himſclf,and 
ended to inſtirute : which having don he 
ould return back vnto him ; and he woulg 
not hiw his requeſt. When the Council was 
nded, the Bieiiec Saint armed with the Popes 
}[ſiog,ceturnec very ioytul into France, for 
conter the buſines with his companions. 
They met alltogether at P: oxe{le, having frit 
oged light and afhiſtance from Heauen by 
much prayer and iaſting ; and reiolued at 
lngth to make choice ot the Rule of the great 
Father and Dotfor of the Church, $. eAwguſiin, 
wether v4th ſome paritcular wnſtitutions and 
wremonies of the Nyrbertins, which was then 
meof the moſt rigid and auſtere orders, Has 
wg all agreed vpon this reſolution , they be* 
woto build at Tholooſe a «Monaſtery orCon> 
tt, which they called from Saint Romanus, 
there to retire themlelues, and exerciſe their 
kofions of deuotion and charity : and to the 


ad they might be more freeand difingaged | 
kr the preaching of the holy Goſpel, which | 


li Holineſs had particularly recommended 
mto them ;.with common conſent they re 
touhced all goods , lands, and inheritances 
wich they poſſeſſed; and paſſed thew over 
adeed of giit to the Religions Y omen of or 
Ieied Lady de Prowifle T hen $S, Dominik took 
iolution to go bak ag+-in to Rome , confi- 
ling tv obtain of the Pope the confirmation 
udapprobation ot his Orcer.But in the way 
te had notice that the holy Father and Paſtor 
the Church , lanocent the third / in obc-» 
fence to whoſe command he went this jor- 
te) was deceaſed at Perugium, on the fixti- 
enth of Iuly-, in the year of our Lord one 
beuland two hundred and fixtcen, 

Thedeath of this great Prelat gaue no ob- 
in&ion to the deſigns and affairs of Saint 
Dominik, for Honorius the third, who fucce- 
tied Pope Innocent , intertained him: very 
lindly and with publik tolemuityConfirmed 
ls Order by his Apoſtolical authority,on the 
Wand twentieth of December inthe ſame 
yarone thouland two hundred and fixtcen, 
aSapears by 4 Bull made of theConfirmation 
ofit; which cauſed great ioy and comfort in 
theſoule of the Blefled Patriark,for to tec his 
&fred work bappily accompliſhed : and put 
ly into great and aſſured hopes that by "s 
nduſtry and labors, ſccondedby thoſe of his 
ildren, Gods glory would be encreafed ; 
tzny Souls drawn irom the diuil, and brought 
Tom, 2 + 
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. viito eternal bliſs ; and the boly Catholik: 


iaith maintained and propagated throughout 
the world, And he had reaſon to expett as 
wuch , having received as it a were 4 pledge 


or gage therot from* the divine goodnes, -CVSTs 


in 4 heaucnly Reuclation, that was made va- 
to him,for whilſt he was praying one night in 
Saint Peters Church betore the Bleſſed Sas 
crament, according to his pious cuſtom ,he 
tell into an exſtaly of mind , and faw our 
Lord in the clouds , ſeated vpona Royal 
Throne in great Maicſty, He held three darts 
in his hand wherv ith he threatned to deſtroy 
the world. And no body did oppole himſelf 
apainit h1s iuſt wrath atidindignation: vntull 
the Queen of Ang ls , our Blefſed Lady , fal- 
ling down at tus i-ct, beloupht him to ſpare 
th ſe whom be bad redeemen with bis moſt pre* 
tious Bl.94 , and preſented vato him two ter» 
uants and clients of hers , Dominik himlelf , 
that ſaw the viſion, and Francis, who at this 
very time , guided by the Holy Ghoſt was 
comto Rome , for to begin his worthy and 
glorious Order, And the Mother of mercy 
{rowing theſe twoSaints vato our Lord, her 
Son, laid that the World Would be reformed , 
and ſinners perſuaded to do pennance by their 
lators andpreaching.And w ih this interceſſion 
and ſupplication ot our Lady, ou: Sauiour was 
appealed, and he accepted off the offer which 
ſhe made him of thoſe two brave and valiant 
Captains. This viſion did wondertully come 
foit and encourage S, Dominik 1n his great 
enterpriz : but it was a greater encreas of ioy 
vnto him , when the next morning going 
out of the Church , he met Saint Francis int 
the ſtrect , for they knew one an othet, ha- 
uing had no acquaintance , nor ever feern 
one the other before : and Saint Doannik 
accoaſting S.Francis,andembracing hiw,faid, 
We are comt anions, aniſeruants of one Mater, 
ive both of ws manage tbe ſame aff airs , and 
Me the ſame d:ſizns, Let ws be wnited toge- 
ther , ani ali the poer and force that bel can 
make, shall not be atle to dizert vs from the ſer» 
wice of our great Lord ana eMaſier. Andthere 
thoſe two blefſed Patriarks centred a ſtreight 
and conſtant l:agur of amity,anda moſt cloſe 
tye between them, reſoluiny to embrace the 
whol world, for to ſpread and dilate in it the 
glotyofGod, as the y d1d,and by theit exan ple 
ther children and imitators after them, for the 
ſame I ord who had choſen thea) to be Cap» 
tains and Heads of hisarmies, furniſhed them 
abundantly with courage , weapons , and 
ſtrength , tor toencounter, beat, and ſubdue 
his enemies , and for to triumph glorioully 
oucr them. The like we may affirm of other 
Religious Orders , which God by his ſpecial 
Providence bath inſtituted and citabliſbed in 
bis Church , for the benefit and profit of 
it, Fox although the diuine wiſdom bath 
Li made 
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means for the founding and inſtituting 
of them , yet notwithſtanding ( as Fer- 
dinand de Caſtile , ofthe Order of Saint Do- 
minik.doth prudently obſeruc) 2 all Religt- 
0us profeſſions, and in euery one of them in par- 
ticular appears the kand of God Yorkzng in them 
Yith diuine cunning and kill , and making ve 
of certain men , *hom for that purpoſe be bath 
pickt out andchiſen, bath fromed andfasbioned 
them all in that time , and after that manner 
Which bimelt liked beſt. $. Domiink was ſctled 
in bis good hopes,and comforted in his ſpirit, 
by an other Reuclation , which our Lord ga- 
ue him, after his Order was approved by the 
Sea Apoſtolik. For one day while he was in his 
prayers, in the a foreſaidChurch of the Prince 
of theApoſiles S.Pe<ter, humbly craving of the 
divineMaicſty ſo to condufand diret? bim that 
both be and his litle company might jerue bim 
Ko thily in that great charge Which Was impoled 
wpon them : the glorious Apoſtles S.Peter and 
Saint Paul appeared vnto him , wherof the 
former gaue him a ſtaff into his hand, and 
the other gave him 4 book : and they ſaid vn- 
to him : ſetle thyſelf about thy buſenes preſently, 
begin thy torney, $0, and Without demur exer- 
61% the office which God bas ginen thee , preach 
the Goſpel, both yuu and yours , fince that God 
bath choſen you for that arſign. No ſooner 
was this ſpoken , but be taw his children 
going about the world tu oand two together, 
and preaching the Goſpel. Wuth this vifion be 
was exceedingly comforted ; and made what 
baſt he could to diſpatch his affairs; and then 
preſently put hin.ſclt on the way from Rome 
to Tholco'e: whither as {con as he was arri- 
ucd , he aflembled togetier his children, and 
telling them that their Order Was confirmed ty 
the Sea «Apoſtoith, , expiicated vato them the 
dignity ot their vocation which God had 
called them vanto , and exhorted them to be 
Euangelical Preachers in good erneſ} , and to + 
ready to go into any part of the Yorl1, and to 
make no difficulty to shed their blood for the 
glory of God. But when Simon the Cuunt of 
Monttoit , the Archbiſhop of Narbon , the 
Biſhop of Tholooſe, and divers other great 
Perſonagesreſented extremly the departurc 
of the good fathers, and the loſs the Country 
was to ſuſtain by their abſence ; and thertore 
omitted no perſuaſions and human motiues 
for to induce them to ſtay , Saint Dominik, 
being full ofthe Holy Ghoſt anſwered them 
in ſhort. 7 krolv what F bane to do in this 
countrey. Let no body go about toſtay me. God 
commands me , and (is Uraers muſt. be obeyed. 

Hauing taken this holy reſolution, he cal- 
led together all his children on the feaſt of 
the Aſſumption of our Blefled Lady , in the 
year one thouſand two hundred and ſeucn- 
teen; for to confer with them iz what manne! 
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made vſe of different Authors and ſeueral_ } 


bence, forward they Yere to carry themſelus, 
in the Profeſſion of ther new Rule , and of the 


Conſtitutions Which bis Holineſs badconfirmey. %Þ tet 
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and he carried the matter fo, that they all a 
| agreed to chooſe for their Prelat and 


our,i holy man , Friar Mathev,, a frenchman 
born , whom they called the Abbot of the ref 
of the Religious ; though this name and tie 
of «Abbot of the Grader began and ended in 
him. And that which moued Saint Domink 
to procure that Friar Mathew ſhould þe 
ele&ed Superior and Abbot,wasthegreatde, 
fire he had to go preach the Goſpe| among 
the Mores, where he hoped he ſhould pct the 
Crown of Martyrdom by dying for the Name 
of IESUS CHRIST :and Jor this voyage 
he let bis beard grow : yet before he would 
begin his iorney ,be ſent his Rehigicus through 
the world. Four of them he ſent into Spain, 
to wit Frzar Gomex,, Friar CMichail dp, 
Friar Peter Madin, Friar Gumes, , and Fiig 
Dominik. To Paiis he ſent the Abbot, Fiig 
«Mathew with {ix companions, and in like 
manner diſpatcht others vnto other place, 
preſcribing ynto them tbe manner they ere th 


olſerue in preaching , bow they Were to bebage 


themielwes according to their Rule ; and hut 
cours to bold for the foundation and built 
Monaſieries, But notwithſtanding the delue 
he had, and the means he vſcd , tor togoin- 
to the land of the Motes , Almighty God 
Qill put 4, ſtop to his iorney , and infine 
broke it off , not permitting him to go 
thicher. For men arc not to diſpoſe of 
themiclues , nor to chooſe their own of 
fice and emploiment in the hous of God, 
Wherefore he found that it was neceſlay 
tor him to return again to Rome, after he 
had ſaid ſome time at Tholooſe forthe buil- 
ding of his Conwent of Saint Romanus:which 
being the firſt which was built in hisown 
time , he would have it to ſerue as 2 model 
and patern for all other Monaſteries of the 
Order : and cauſed it to be built with wot» 
derful pouerty : for the cells in it were (olitl 
that they could cucry one of them hold n0 
more then ore tagot of oziers that ſeruedfit 
a bed ,and a litle table for to wiite vpon, 
and fluy at. And the whol building was o 
mean and poor, that therein did manifeſtly 
appear with what admirable humility and 
pouctty this holy Religion was founded,aol 
with what diuinc light and ſpirit the gloriow 
Patriark was Carried on, When Saint Dom 
nik came back to Rome, it was the plealure 
of Almighty God to make him known voto 
the worid, and therfore he enriched him m0» 
ce bountifully with his gracesand fauors, i0 
the end that his vertue and ſanRity ſhioing 
moſt refulgently in that city, which is the 
cbicf and prime of all others in the worl 


might diſplay 4 more radiant and luſtrous 
PO Wn I brightas 


Superi. 61g 


brio! 
Pope 


Light nes through all the parts ofthe earth - 
Honorius gaue him tor his refidenc: 

4Þ ye Church of Saint S.xius, anddiſpoled it in 
Lv oof 3 Monaſtery , bimſelf liberally con- 
jb tbuting towards the building and furniſhing 

| x it, It wasa wonder to lee the confluence 
eſpeople that relonted from all places vnto 
te bleſſed Patriark ; ſome to receive comtort 
- their aflitions, others counſel and diret1- 
.n in their affairs, Iight in their doubts, help 
nd aſſiſtance in their neceſſities, And ſo great 
q eſtcemgenerally all men had of him, that 
vithin a very ſhort time aboue 4 hundred 
niging themſelues vnto him became Religi- 
weof his order«sHe vndertook by command. 
nent of his Holineſs 4 great and hard exploit, 
qdcame oft with it very ſuccesfully, For d1- 
1sNunns that lived promiſcuouſly in ſeue- 
alplaces and houſes of the city among ſecy- 
4s,a0d conſequently could not obſerve the 
kluude and recolle&ion which was befitting 
kit profeſſion , were by his means brought 
ple together in one Monaſtery, and keep 
«cloſure, and there exerciz the duties of Re- 
women , and he procured them to be 

ided of whatſocuer was neceſſary for the 

of their ſoules, and of accommodations 

kt the body. And his Holineſs iudging it 
aquenient to give the hous of Saint S1xtus, 
much they were then preparing for Saint 
Dominik and bis Friars , vnto theſe Nuns; 
tnoyed hi and his Companions to Saint 
Winas, which was one ofthe braveſt Chur- 
@ ofthe city, aſſigning them allo for their 
wre commodious habitation ſome fair buil- 
wgs belonging to his own Palace, Here it 
rs that Saint Dominik gaue vnto his Friars 
& yhite habit and the Capuche which to 
lit day they weare. For the glorious Virgin 
(a bleſſed Lady bad rcucaled to Reginaldus 
ltthey (could go thus apparelled, This Re- 
[4d,r, having bin Dean of Otlcans ,and a 
ous Doctor and Maſter in the vniveſity 
C?ais, moſt eminent for his knowledge in 
thy, was newly come to Rome with in- 
ation to reſign himſelf vp to the ſeruice of 
and falling there dangerouſly ſick , the 
dVirgin cured him for Saint Dominiks 
Myers, and appearing vnto him ſhowed him 
abreſaid habit , which he was to wear. 
Ieinaldus being fully recovered, put bimlelt 
lv the hands of Saint Dominik, and taking 
lichabit made his profeſſion in that holy Or- 
And at the ſame time the Bleſſed Patriark 
"Weed the hoods and ſurplices of Canons 
Vid bitherto his Religious had vicd, into 
White habit with a black cloake , as 
Ur fince they haue worn; which is the very 
that our Lady was pleaſed to ſhow vnto 
WT Reginald. Saint Dowinik reſiding in the 
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ery of Saint Sabina , explicated ynto 


pcople , that came from all places for to 
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hear him , the Goſpel of Saint Mathew and 
Saint Pauls epiltles : and was choſen Ma- 
gifter Sacri Palatii, Moſter of the boly Pallace, 
which was 4 new office, which Saint Domi- 
miks order has to this day , ſucceeding: theria 
to their holy Patron and Founder, who was 
the firſt that cuer bore that office, 

The glorious Patriark having lived ſome 
white in the city of Rome , which he ſuſtained 
by his prayers, adorned with his ſanftity, en- 
bghtned with his doRtrin,, raviſhed with his 
miracles, and perſwaded by his example, to 
abhorre and deteſt vice , contemn the world, 
and loue God : ſent Friar Reginald to Bolog- 
nia ; and divers others of bis children he dif- 
perſed throvgh ſeucral places of Italy : and 
intended himlclf for Spain, for tocommuni- 
cate to the Kingdom of Caſtile, which was 
his native countiey , thelight of bis doQrin, 
and to ſow the ſecd ot heaucn in that ground, 
hoping that the dew of Gods grace would 
make ittogrow vp veryplentifully and bring 
forth 4 rich harveſt of choice graine, fit 10be 
laid vp 1n the granaries of the great and ſo- 
verain Maſter of the family. He came firit to 
Segouia , where he preached the Goſpel for 
ſome days , and reaped great fruit of Soules* 
and there is yet tobe ſeen 2 litle Oratory by 
the riucr , which was wade exprefly for to 
conſeruc the memory ofthe fruittul and whol- 
fom preaching of the holy Father in that 
countrey : and in the Conuent of the Holy 
Croſs, which the Saint began to found 1n the 
City, there is ſhowen 2 caue , into which he 


and other auſteritics : yea there are yet to be 
ſeen the marks of his blood. From Segouis 
he went to Madrid , where he found his Fri- 
ars, whom he had ſent thither before, excees 
dingly beloued and regcrenced by the people 
for their veituous behaviour and conuerfatie 
on. The good Father began to preach in this 
place , and did a world of good. For there 
was preſently ſeen a great change in the mane 
ners of the people , who were raviſhed with 
admiration ot his ſermons , and were moſt 
ready to pratiz what he exhorted them vnto. 


Order , which although it were but poor and 
litle at the beginning, came in time to encreas 
very much both in number of Religious,and 
alſo in rents and buildings. And is called 
Saint Dominik the Royal. The city of Madrid 
for their ceſpe to this holy Father and moſt 
glorious Patriark , ſhowed wonderfull great 
kindnes and affe&ion to his children, as well 
Friars as Nuns of his order , and in confidee 
ration of him , did ſo lovingly cheriſh them, 
and do them ſo many and ſuch great fauors, 
that his Holineſs Honorius the thurd , having 


There he built 3 Monaſtery of Nunns of his 


notice of it , writ vato the ſaid City, = 
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retired often for to pray , and to aflit and . 
| mortity his innocent Body with diſciplines 


for to thank them for their loue and kindnes 
to the Friars Preachers. This Breue is ſet 
down by Friar Ferdinand de Caſtile, and is in 


_ this tenor. 


Honorius Bishop, ſernant of the ſeruants of 
God, to our belpued children , the people of «Ma- 
arid ſendeth bealth and Apoſtolica! Benedifton. 
Tt Was Very Wwelcom and grateful news wnto 
wr, to underſtand that you bane very charitably 
entertained, and do fill obiaze with many good 
offices of piety , the Religious of the Oraer of 
Friar: Preachers that are at Madrid. W herin ve 
do think, that you do 4 ſeruice wery accep- 
rablewnto the diuine Maieſly. For among ſt the 
meritorious works Which We do for his ſake, ſcar- 
cely N1ll there be found any thing whi.h be eſte- 
ems mare , then to relieue With charity thoſe, 
F hy being deſirous of ihe jaiuation of Joules, do 
dray Waters Nith wy from the fountains of our 
Saviour to diſtribute them, and make them run 
alonz through pubick places , for to allay the 
tha ſt of the thuſly , and to giue 4 Yholſom re. 
medie for the aiſeaſes of thoſe ho haue bir 
anoed With the venim of the infernal ſerpent, 
aAnd to the end that you may be the better ſatis« 
fied of tle ſincere jet n Which Ye baue for 
the atorſaid Religious, we thought it good toen- 
treat yuu all , to exhort , and command you by 
our «Apoſtulical letters , that a« you bawe aired 
laudabiy begun , ſo you ill continue your libe- 
rality and aff et1i.n tiwards them , and »fjift 
them ty your aimes ,m c nſideration of the Jea 
Apoſtol:k , ana for loue of wi, Who do beg this of 

Ou eAnd in fo doing you will find the niuine 
'Buunty more proptctyus vnto You, and ih ublige 
48 to be ever more ready to fauor you. Ginen 
at, Witerbo on the tyentieth of March , and 
fourtb of our Popedom. Which was the year of 
our Lord one thouland two hundred and 
twenty. The ſame holy Pope Hononus ſent 
the like Breve to the City of Segoua, By 
which fauors trom the Sca Apoſtolik , and 
much more by thoſe which our Lord dayly 
beſtowed vpon Saint Dominik and his Reli- 
ious , many Monatteries were founded in 4 
| $a time , and his Order ſpread and dilated 
itſelt through all Spain for the glory of God, 
and profit of men : wherof an innumerable 
multitude was conuerted , and betook them- 
ſclues to an avitcre lite for to do pennance 
for their fins.'The holy Patriarch hauing well 
eſtabliſhed his order, and ſetled all thinys be- 
longing vato it in the Kingdoms of Spain, 
departed for Italy, and paſſing by Saragoſſa, 
wecat to Tholoofe, to ſee his firſt Monaſtery, 
which he loued very tenderly , for that there 
God had given himthe firſt fruits of his labors. 
And aitcr he bad comforted his children that 
were there with his preſence, and giuen them 
thoſc inſtrufions he thought fit , for the ob- 
ſeruance of the ſubſtantials and ceremonials 
ot his Oxder, he took his way for Paris, whe- 
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re his Order began to floriſh,, and the Con 
vent had thirty Friars 1n very goodobſery; ; 
ce. From thence he went for Italy, any no j 
ucd at Bologniain the monthof aodrs Al 
in the year one thouſand two hundred and ny” 
nintcen ; and was received by hig children 
with preat joy , eſpecially by the bleſſed Re. 
vinaldus, whom for his vertye and teruent 
zeal of the honor of Gud he loved moſt ten. 
derly. He found there many Relipiogs tha 
were newly admitted to this holy nannergf 
Lie,and the matters of his Religion inlo good 
a condition , that they wade confrience of 
all things euen of the moſt minute ceremogi. 
es. He augmented their yumber, admitting (is 
vers Perſonages of great renown and ſandiity: 
v hom he ſent into leueral parts for toencreas 
and dilate this holy inſti:ute, And leaving ail 
things well ordered at B'-lognia, hedeparted 
thence for Rowe , whither certain affairs of 
great importance called him : which wheahe 
had diſpatcht, and ſent bleſſed Saint Hyacinth 
with other Rclipiovs to preach in Polonia, 
and inſtituted an other Order of the third 
Rule called the Militia of IESUS CHRIST, 
very victul .tthattime for thedefence of the 
Authority of the holy Church, he left Rone 
for to go viſit ſcmc Convents an Italy and 
returned to Bolognia , where he celchratd 
the fuſt general Chapter ot-his Order: in 
which were eliabliſted many things ofgreat 
1mportauce fos the good pr1Oogiels cf it.there 
he would have depoſcd ard efigned ypthe 
charge and geuerr;mwent, which as Father and 
Fourder of the order, he bore allcadging(fo 
great was his humility) his 10 ſuf ciency ad 
the obligation otthat c fice, But theReligioug 
that were there aſſembled, would by note 
ansconicpt therunto, The chapter beingens 
ded , he reſided at Bolognia , and fentFriat 
lordan to Paris, Some days aſter he went to 
viſit certain Convents , and tounded ſome 
new Ones, | 
Finally returning to Bolognia,and having 
celebratcd a ſecond generall Chapter, which 
was the laſt he celcbrated in his life, he fel 
ſick ct a grieuous and mortal diſeas, by which 
he ſoon vnderſtood that the happy hour ws 
at hand , in which he was to be freed outol 
the priſon of his body , and to go {ee out 
Lord, Fox a litle before , being in prayer, tie 
ſame his dear Lord appeared vnto him, 
ſaid : come , my frend ceme, new enter into tit 
poſſefſion of tre ioys. And voderſtanding 
by this , that he was to dy ſoon, he could 
not diſſcmble the content he took to ſecthat 
bleſſed end approaching , at which ovrlife, 
and the labors of it , do aim. He commanded 
all the Nouices of the Convent, which were 
not a few, to be called to him , and |yivg 
vpon the boxds, wrapped in ſaccloub (for ted 
he neuer bad , nos would hauc any na 
( 


he 0 


whi 


Saint 
loving and tender ſpeech , exhorting 
ow the —a of God,and to perſeuerance 


\ in the ſlate Of life they had begun. Afﬀer this, 
ve he made 4 general Confeſſion to the Prior, 


en" \hich being ended, he ſpoke to the more an- 
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cientof the bous , and took his leaue of them 
iq this MaNNET+ My children and my brethren, 
1h,m 1] baue emer had in my bart , and Will 
ry Kith me , be not troubled to ſee me depart 
ron 3014. FOY the greateſt benefit 4 man can ex- 
here for hauing renounced the world, is to 
heat from it , as 1 do 10. The leſs ve hame to 
uny out With vs , the better 3s it for vs , ond 
te waſh looſe th1s life for to enioy the other. 1 
an nov come to the laſt period of my life : Wher- 
fa I vill difcourr A ſecret wnto you for your 
rification , an for the glory of our Lord. To this 
yr) bour God of his mercy has bin pleaſes to 


jreſerue Tirginity and purity Yith Which F 


wu torn. eAnd if the hand of God has lin ſo 
literal to me, as to this particular, aſure your - 


fuer r3 childrem , it Weill not be leſs liberal to 


ju, But that Which is worth Jo much , vill coſt 
yu dear. You anuſt Watch and pray, and aboue 
dl, you muſt 1hun [amilian!ty and conuerſation 
with yomen. Do not truf} Jour purity in occaſt- 
186 f looſing it .T be leaſt occaſion 11 great enough 
fy 10þ you of it , 82d raine you : and nothing 1s 
wire dangeroms then 2 careleſnes or an aſſuran- 
«funded pcm your en wertue ,or the vertue 
ftheotber party. The venerable and holy Name 
of Chaſtity is like nts life , Which is loſt wery 
aſh and berng once left can by #0 means be reto- 
wed again. After this he exhorted them to 
the loue of God, to the obſcraance of their 
Rule, and to the propagation of their Order, 
vith fervent , heauenly , and tenderly loving 
yords .like 4 true father that took leave of 
tis deareſt children , and beſought thetn to 
ury him at the feet of his Brethren that were 
kad before him, And although what he faid 
wnceroing his purity and virginity, was ſpo= 
ken by bim with an excellent and moſt holy 
litention, for the honor and glory of God, 
Fithout the leaſt ſhadow of vain glory, yet 
terwards be had a fcruple of it, and calling 
brthe Prior , confeſſed it, as if it bad bin a 
great fault, ſuch was the purity of hisſoule, 
adfocaretul , circumpe& , and reſerued he 
vasin his words. Athis requeſt, they brou- 
pit himthe holy viaticum, and adminiſtred 
to him the Sacrament of extrem vnQion, 
bath which he reccived with very greatde- 
wition, helpirg himſelf and performing what 
Cuy he ceuld, by anſwering the Prieſt and re. 
CtirpthePſalms which are wontto be ſaid ac- 
(Ong to the cuſtom of the Church in that 
office .logether with the Religious : who by 
the abiingdance of tears, which ſtreamed from 
their eyes, gauc great teſtimonies of the louc 
they bore him , and of the gricf and ſorow 


ticy bad to be depnued of his moſt ſweet con- | 


Tom, 2s 
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uerſation,and to be leſt by his death defolatand — 


afflifted. But he comforted them anew , and 


ath,then he bad bin during his life : and ther- 
upon commended them vtito our Lord with 
words full ofloue and burning affe&ion, Then 
he recommended ynto them again fraternal 
loue and charity, profound humility,and vo- 
luntary and evangelical poverty. And immes 
diatly after deſired ther to ſay the commen- 
dation of the ſoule, and thoſe prayers which 
the holy Church victh to ſay for her children 
at the agony of death. The poor afflided Ree 
lI:gious began to commend to God the Soule 
ot their good Father : and whilſt they were 
ſaying the deyout antiphon. $#buenite Sans 
ai Det , occurrite «Angeli Domini, - Saints of 
God come to kelp biin , «Angels of our Lord come 
forth to meet bim , be icndred vp his bapp) 
Soule , which the Angels carricd into etern 
reſt. The holy Confetlor died on A friday ab- 
out noone; on the ſixth of Auguſt in the year 
one thouſand two hundred twenty one, ha« 
uing liucd one and fifty years. His Body was 
buried with great ſolemnity; the Cardinal 
Hugolinus , Legat Apoſtolical, who was 4 
moit dear trend of the holy Fathet, performed 
the obſcquics ; ſung the Maſs, and with hig 
own bands helped to put his Body into the 
graue, which the Religious had wade for hitn, 
in the Church, where himſelf deſired of them 
befote bis death , that they ſhould bury him, 
The Patriarch bf Aquileia , with ſeueral Arche 
biſkops Biſhops ,and othet Prelats, was there 
preſent , and an infinity of people came flocks 
ing thither from all parts to honor his ſepule 
cher , beg his prayers, atd obtain mercy and 
tauors ot our Lord by his interceſſion, And 
the divine Maieſty concurred to the honor of 
his Saint by many miracles, atid by reſtoring 
health toall ſorts offick petſons that came ta 
his holy Tomb, at the ſame time alſo Ic ma« 
niſeſted by diuine revelations and vitions, 
madeto many Of his ſervants, the great glory 
which this bleſſed Patriarch enioyes in Heae 
ven, having mcrited it by his excellent vere 
tues , whilit he lived vpon earth; Theſe hea« 
uenly teſtimonies of Saint Dominks glory, 
and the new feruor and devotion , which by 
his prayers, Almighty God infuſed into the 
mindsot his children , did exceedivgly come 
tort ther , and take away the griefand forow 
which was cauſed by kis abſence: and they 
were all of them ſo animated and encouraged 
to ſerue God with all their forceand power, 
and to follow the example', and tread the 
footſteps of their dear father and glorious 
Patriach , as if they had but even then begun 
to ſet ypon this holy cours ct lite, Hs holy 
Body was tranſlated aftciwards tO A _ 


| honorableSepulchcr,un the year one theuls 
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gaue them hopes that he would be more pro- A ys 
fitable and ſeruiceable vnto them atter his de- & ys 7 
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two hundred thirty three, which was the ſixth 
of Pope Gregory the ninth , who two years 
aſter ,to wit in hiscigth year , on the cight 
and twentieth of Auguſt, canoniz:d, and put 
him in the rollof Saints and commanded his 
feaſt to be kept on the fiith of the ſame month: 
which was the day before that of his death, 
but ſince , Pope Paul the fourth, in our time 
ordained , it ſhould be folemnized on the 
f>urth of Auguſt, as now it is, for that the 
Gfth day is tzken vp with the feſtiuity of our 
Bleſi:d Lady 4d Nzues. This was the conclu- 
fron of the mortal lite and tranſitory cours of 
this molt glorious Codtefior of out Lord, 

But who will be able toexpreis or concel- 
Tciue the excellency of his high pertedtions, 
beroical vertucs an:l diuine treaſures , which 
our Lord had corfigned vnto his molt prcti- 
ous Soulc ? our Blefſed Sauiour made him be- 
com (o perfe& a diſciple and imitator of his 
life, and to excellent a Maſter for the training 
vp cf others , that the Church accounts him 
to be 2 moſt accompliſhed model and form 
of all perfe&ion and ſanity, He wasenflamed 
with {o ardent 2 loue ot God, that he ſeemed 
interiourly to nouriſh an immens and infinit 
fire, and to caſt forth flames into the harrs of 
all thoſe that conucried with him. From this 
charity it proceeded that he could neuer be 
wearied with labors and affitions which he 


was inceſſantly vadergoing for the loue of | 


our Lord, It was rhis charity which puſhed 
him on witha deſire of preaching the Goſpel 
amongſt the Mores and infidels ;3and of ſhed- 
ding his Blood for the Name ot Jeſus Chriſt, 
This ferucnt charity « xpoſed him tothe many 
dangers and hazards he was continvally in, 
vithout any coi -fid: ration of his lefty ;and 
wadc he hai (beſt difficulties become ſweet vn- 
to in whilſt he ;avuied to perſuade men to 
lou. God : for he was wentto lay that he ard 
oft poſſi natly deſire that aki men of the world, 
6nathe weny ſtones andinſenſible creatures , yea 
the dan:nedjpirits (were it poſſible) sbould loue 
end ſeruet. e diuineeHMaieſiy It was anceffc of 
the ſame charity , to lament and bewaile ſo 
bitterly the fins and taultes of others, that no 
body could more take on for his own : and 
to be ſo deeply wounded 1n ſoule with grief 
and ſorow,that for to afford them ſome reme- 
dy , he drew out his own blood in great 
quantity by moſt ſharp and rigorous diſci- 
plins; and if by that means he could haue 
walſbed away all the offences and fins of his 
neighbor , he would hauc ſhcd euery drop of 
it. The night , which nature has appointed 
for reſt and flecp , was the time which he 
took for to do pennance for the fins com- 
mitted in the place where thea he liued. 
Finally this exceſſue charity made him defire 
and vrge to be fold and put into the hands 


ot the Moxes for to redeem the brother of a | 


peor diſconſolat women ; and to he "wade? 
ſlave for the 1anfor.ing 04 one that 4 2 
bondage to infidels. Eut y hat (hall hy ba by 
the n «ſt creſt arGJerpirg fie be ta : 
dy fo1 tl] e lJoue ct Ie'vs C.hiifl FOterces ; 
Mut Mary times no! by any 1, Þ1 «rdoidie: 
kind of ccath , but by n:<{ CXquilit and " 
ter pains, that mightf-.; a 0 6 tine _—_ 
[123 1n tortures : death being mote wele i 
vnito him then life 2 and ma:tvrdom => 
weet thin repoſe. For when one day a = 
tain heietik , that bad lain in waite forrokil 
him , and by Gods prouicence miſt c his 
opportunity , told him that if he had paſted 
by ſuch & Wy, be bai lin 4 7ead man : the 
Bleſicd Saint 1eplycd : alas ! t knit I am not 
Worthy of that bunor : bui if it did pleas the g. 
wine goodnes that J 51 oul1 chooſe 4 death ac. 
ding to my ovon deſire , for the en:ea; of bi 
glo'y: it wouln be an infinit contentment gy] 
JattsfaQtion vato me, if Hiipping me fiſt fink 
naked , yew Would cut off ny hants ang feet, 
pluck out ny tongue and My eyes. and after tha 
m) body had Weltred for ſme time in my blu, 
would at Laſt a:ſpatch me ty chopp.ng f my bs 
ad. From a bart inflan.cd with iuch defirc 
proceeded his marner of preaching , whuh 
did ſtrangely aſtoniſh and ſet on tie the winds 
of his auditors. Wherupon 4 certain Pirf 
that could not concer1ue how i man could 
ſpeak ſo divin« |y and efficacior ſly ackedbim 
once Yhence he gattered thoje bis ajuuſe jo 
forcibleandjorA4rs1hing. avd he anſwered that 
he had 1h:m out of the book of Charity Whid i 
the beſt book. tn the World. | 

But for to ariue to the Feight ofthis{o 
admirable and to great perte&icn, whichcens 
fitteth 1n charity , the Bleſſed father laid fuitl 
deep foundation ot humility deliring tobe con 
temned and trampled vpon by all the world, 
tor the loue of God, Whilſt he liuedin France, 
preaching and laboring amovygſt the heretiks, 
he took great pleaſure to viſit and hrequent 
the villages that were about Carcaſſon, tor 
there they aftionted and abuſed him, buthe 
fled as wuch as lay in lis power from the 
city of Tholoole ; for the honor and it 
pe& which the people there bore him, Be- 
tore he centred into any town cr vilage, 
he put himſelf on his krees ; and des 
ſought our Lord , to conſider not bis fins mt 
for bis ſake to be angry againſ! the place be vu 
going vnto, nor toreuenge bis ſins wpon the ftv 
þle. Lo how far the humility cotb reach ofa 
man,who in good crneſt doth abaleand vllif 
bimſelf, Three leveral Biſhopiiks were Wi 
great inſtancy viged and preſſed vpon him, 
which he retulcd moſt conliantly , thinks 
ing bimſclf ynwonthy of that prefermedt , 
and ſaid be would ſooner Wanner abiut the 
World like 4 wagront, With only bus flafſe in bit 


band, then as mit sny charge 01 a1gnil) in the 
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/burch. He was A ſingular great frend of holy 
wwerty, and delighted very much in the poo- 
+ Etand meancſt clothes: and often , recom- 
reading this vertue of Evangelical Poverty 
it jg bus Friars » Was wont to fay that it was 
in infallible ſigne o v nity in 4 Religious man 
' le curious 3# his habit. He begged almes 
rom core to ore 1n towtils and villages, and 
ook what was giuen him with a moſt pro- 
nund humility , thinking bimſelf pot tobe 
worthy of it; ind he was wont t> kneel down 
gr to take the bread that was given him in 
mes , and kiſſing, it, to ſay to him th.t gaue 
it thank, yu#, with ſo harty an aftegtion,as 
{-e bad giuen bim the command ang Empi- 
ie of the whol world, for no leſs did he eſteem 
ins value the quality of being a poor man 
or the loue of leſus Chriſt This profound 
juwility and ardent charity did alſo ſhine in 
he many and long voyages which he made 
1 the ſharpeſt colds of winter, and the ſcor- 
ching heats of ſ9.amer, walking barefo5t: yet 
or to ſhun oſtentation , and to conſerue mo- 
rcan:fully his humility , be had 4 cuſtom to 
t 013 his ſhoos when he centred into 4 town, 
1nd take them off again , as ſoon as he was 
yon cut of it, He ſhowed no leſs zeal and 
&4100. for holy Pouerty , by alienating all 
te vents and poſſeMMions that had bin giuen 
the Convent of Tholooſe ; and by ordain- 
ing that this Evangelical Poverty ſhould be 
conf;antly oblcrued in his order , and giuing 
lis n1aledicion vpon thoſe that ſhould not 
it « He teſiihed the ſame zeal as well 
hy ſeverely chaſtizing certain of his Religt- 
w, who went about to obtain of the Pope 
idifpenſation. in matter of Poverty : as by 
te qnanner he would baue to be obſcrued 
n the building of his Monaſteries , com- 
wncling that the Cells of the Religious 
Gould be ſo very litle and narrow : but moit 
pwculacly by Ropping and hindering the 
going? on jn the building of the Monaſtery of 
Jolopnia ; for that jt was not Conformable to 
liat perfect model of Poverty , which our 
lod had drawn out in his hact. 
V hat ſhall I fay ot the auſtcrity of his lite, 
adi "por of pennance ? for beſides that his 
it was, as we ſaid, exceeding poore and 
de{t, he wore always 2 rough hair-ſhirt, 
dan iron chaine, wherwith he girded his 
bod ,wWhich had caten into his fleſh. He had 
teiter chamber , nor bed, nor any particular 
Plcetoreſt in : his bed was the ſtepp of the 
Altar, or the bare ground , or ſome torm or 
be1ach, He diſciplined himſelf three times euc- 
J night with a chain of iron , with three 
Wps; and with this he beat himfelf always 
b ſhedding of blood, the firſt time tor bis own 
ins, the {econ for thoſe of his neighbors, 
the third for the ſoules in Purgatory. His 
tak were coatigual taſts, he never eat fleſh, 
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nor other meats,but ſuch as may be eaten in 
Lent , which alſo he took: very ſparingly. 
Whilſt he lived in France ; the heretiks on 4 
time had giuen out a report, for to diffame 
him, that be was one that fared entry day wery 
Well , and made good cheer. The holy leruant 


of God , for to diſabuſe them, to the « n.; this - 
rumor might give no obiltbRibn to his preas.” 


ching the Goſpel , and to the ſalvation of 


Soules ; took vp a lodging-for himſelt ahd his 


companions in 2 hous that belonged to cer- 
tain Ladies of great quality , all hereticks; 
and here they paſſed over the whol time of 


lent faſting with bread and water, and taking * 


moſt feartul and rigorous diſciplins , and 


ſleeping that litle and ſmall time, which they 


allotted themfelues for their reſt, ypon the - 
hard flore ;and with this avſterity and rigor - 


of pennance did they accompany the- zeal 
they had in preaching and gaining Soules. 
And Almighty God did fo bleſs their labors 


and pains,that alf thoſe Ladies together with 


divers other hereticks, that ſaw or heard off 
thus their carriage and manner ot liuing , be< 
came Catholiks , embracing our holy faith: 
Ando that ſcandalous report , raiſed by the 
walice ot their enemics, vaniſhed away. But 
notwithſtanding Saint Dominik was fo very 
rigorous and leuere towards himſelf, yet was 
he {weet and indulgent to thoſe that were 


vnder his charge ; and _— difpented with 
10 


them , without ever diſpenſing with himſelf; 
And when his office of Superior and Pielate: 
obliged him to rebuke and corre(t the faults 
of others : he always waited for a ſeaſonable 
time and occaſion , for to perform it with the 
greateſt mildnes ;and moſi|to the profit of 
thoſe whom it concerned. He ſaw ſometimes 
faults committed before his face, and he ſee< 
med not to mind them ; becauſe he expe&ed 
a £0920 occaſion to take notice of them; and 
then alſo he tempered the ſeuerity of 3 Iudge 
with the mil.ines and charity of a father, 

He was ſo modeſt , and ſo reſcrued in his 


 diſcours , that thoſe who were very familiar 


with him, and kept him companythe greateſt 
part of his life, did teſtify inthe proceſs which 
was made for his Canonization , that they 
neuer beard com from his mouth all the time of 


bis life any one Word that war dithoneſt idle or 


too free : and that which he recommended the 
molt to his Religious was to ſpeak altays of 


God, or vith God. He bore a wondertul great 


reſpec to all other Religious orders , and to 
cuery particular perſon ot them ; wherfore 
in travelling , it was his ordinary cuſtom to 
viſit Monatterics and Relig:ous houſes, and 
he vſcd to ſay that his ſoule found nut ſo much 
comfort in the conuer/ation of any others ,as of 
thoſe that made profeſſion of Euang-lical Perfe- 
Aion , and ban renounced the World. And he 
aduiſcd and exhorted cwcry one #0 love and 
__ boxor 
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bonor Religious Orders and Perſons , ar & moſt 
 — pretious ond excellent part of the Catholik 
4+ Church. Now tor the other vertues of this 
A V- moſt glorious Saint,it would be a long work 
@VS8 Ts, to ſpecify them all in particular : his vigorous - 
and lively faith ; his moſt aſſured hope and 
confidence in God ; his ſpiritual and divine 
prudence ; his fortitude and moſt conſtant 
perſeuerance in good works, that he vnder» 
took ; his virginal purity ; his admirable pa- 
tience ; his moſt amiable ſweetnes ; his con» 
tempt of himſelf and of the world; his reſtleſs 
and vnſatiable defire of heaucnly things ; and 
the other yertues of this moſt worthy Perſo- 
nage , whom we may well ſtile an Angel in 
the forin of 4 an ,or 4 man of an Angelical li« 
fe and connerſation, It were neuer to make an 
end to go about to recount, what , many 
moſt learned and grave Authors do write of 
his wonderful prerogatiues andexcellencies, 
But hot to be too long, leauing the reſt a 
part, I will diſcours only of his guitt ofprayer, 
and of the familiarity which this hoy Pa« 
triarch had with he divine Maieſty , by 
meanes of ſo ſublime and rare 4 guift, For 
from this ſource and fountain did flow all his 
other praces , tauors , and prerogatiues , 
together with the wonders and miracles, 
which our Lord wrought for his fake, He ſaid 
holy Maſs eucry day with ſuch abundance 
of tcars , that they ran dowa to his very 
feet : and 4 man would wonder how it was 
poſſible for ſuch torrents to flow from the 
eycz of any man. Whercſoeuer he chanced to 
be at midnight, whether it were in the fields. 
or 1n ſome rctired place, preſently he awaked 
his companions for to prais God ,and to fay 
Matines, with great deuotion. Whilſt he reſt» 
ded in any Monaſtery , he was ſcarce ever 
out of the Quire ; night and day be was the 
firſt that came in , and the laſt that went out : 
he was ſo continually praying , and pertfor- 
med it with fo great feruor , ahd with fuch 
fecling of the : eva preſence , that often 
without euer minding it , he awaked the Re- 
ligious with bis ſobbs and fighs : ſo abſorpt he 
was in his prayers. And his mind was in that 
manner bent vpon Almighty God, that ſome- 
times he roſe vp as 4 man out ofhimſelf,and 
not knowing where he was : ſometimes he 
ſeemed to haue loſtall feeling, Other times 
he was elevated vp into the air, and his body 
hung there witizout touching the ground , 
being only ſuſtained by the torce and vehe- 
mcncy of his prayer : wherin the diuine Maic- 
ſty was ſo liberal and bountiful vato him of 
his holy fauors , that he told once 1n confi- 
dence adear frend ofthis, that he newer acked 
God any thing which was not granted him, 
Which ought not to ſeem ſtrange. For he 
was moſt {1ogularly deuoted to the euer glo- 
rious Virgin, our Bleſled Lady, in whole pro- 


teftion he confided fo much : that he never 


began nor ended any buſines of conſequence f 
which be commended not vnto her by long, PF" ; 


and continual prayers : ſo that by hex mot? 00Þp" 
graciousand powertul interceſſion he obtzi. *15Y « 


ned all that he defired of her moſt Blege pþ 
SON, 

Hence: it was that the divil had 4 mof 
terrible ſpight and deadly hatred againſiSaine 
Dominik ; whom he endeuored withthe very 
vtmoſt ©&f his force to divert from prayer and 
whilſt he was praying, did his worſt to make 
him away and to Kill him.For once when the 
Saint was paſſing over the night in prayer, 
betore the Altar in the Church otS,Sabina the 
diuil threw down trom the vault of the 
Chuccha Luge and vaſt ſtone , which toy. 
ching his capuch , did lightly glance vpon his 
head , and io falling vpon the ground wa 
broken into ſundry peeces , which are yet 
kept in memory of the miracle : and Saint 
Dominik notwithſtanding did not ſomuch 
as ſtir,nor ſtow any ſign of trouble, 4n other 
time praying inthe ſame Church, he faw the 
wicked enemy in the ſhape and babit of one 
of his Friars, kneeling by him, in appearance 
very deuout and recolle&ed at his prayers, but 
at a time when holy obedience ſhould haye 
employed him otherwiſe : and this the divil 
repreſented vnto him, for to intermyt and 
hinder his prayer. An other time he faiy fa: 
than in human ſhape running vp anddown 
like 4 man that were very buly, and bad 
much to do. The Saint knew him, and fais 
vnto him. What haſt thou to do there thos [6 
nage beaſt ? Þ am doing my office , anſwers the 
diuil, and 1 alvays gain ſome;bing. AndSaint 
Dominik ,vhat canſi thou gain in the dormitay 
of the Relegions ? F make them , replies the 
fiend, ſleep more, or leſs, then is fitting :T wake 
them get vp latly and With an wnvilling taind, 
ani ſometimes euen not ri/e wþ at all jor to pp 
to eMatins : and the more they yeldto me, and 
giue me Way to enter , the muze miſchief do 1 
them. Then ſaid the Saint, What harm diff 
thou 1o to them in the Church? 1 make them g 
thither , ſais he, heawily , unwvilingl , vithiut 
any ſpirit or off efion : and when they are thet, 
? filltheir mind with diſirafions; , and With 
vain thoughts of the World. «As for the refeBu 
he ſaid that be tempted them there either 0 et 
too much and greedily , or to leaue more of thii 
meat then vas fitting they should do. Andbeing 
asked concerning the place of recreation, he 
anſwered with a great and ſcornful laughte! 
all this place is my own : for bere they tell it 
pertinent neWs, here many idle words ate ſpot; 
beſides murmuring and the like: jo that the Rev 
ligious come to looſe in this place 8s much of 
more then they have gained in all the 1t#+ 
Then the Saint would have led him (0 


Chapter ,but the diuill recoiling back - . 


S 1! 
WS 11d corre fed for their fanits ,here they conſe(/ 
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d: 


this place J 


be it is 8hat the Religions repair and recouer 


do deteſÞ more thei bell itſelf * for 


al the loſses they baue juſtained by me , during 


* their Whole life. Here it is that they are warned 


and acknowledge them , and hee they get 


din for them , and with this diſappeared. 
an other time the diuill diſguiſfing himſelf 
"the ſhape of 1 young gallant, ſpruce, clad 
11; mode , well trimmed, and his hair curled, 
emncto the Monaſtery, and asked the Sacri- 
tn for a Confelſarius. The Sacriſtan called 
i Friar ynto bim 3 and this counterfeit peni- 
nitent confeſſes ſome carnal fins, but with 
ach foul and filthy circumſtances , and ſo 
mciuil language , that the poor Confeſlarius 
yasexccedingly troubled, and was forced to 
kave him before he bad ended his confeſſion, 
or fear of Raining his own conſcience : and 
te fame happened to four other Ghoſtly Fa- 
hers, that were called vato hita oneatter an» 
ater ;for none of them could have the pati- 
ace to expect the end of that moſt loathe 
om and abominable hypocritical confeſſion; 
{| ofthem fearing to defile their own purity, 
bygoing about to cleanſe that fhak of filthi« 
pes: yet the divil perfiſted till to importune 
te Sacriſtan to bring him a Confeſlarius that 
yould hear all his confeſſion : and complain. 
redofthe l1tle charity there was in that Mo» 
uſery, At length Saint Dominik came for 
hear his conte(Nion ; who entring into the 
Chucchvnderſtood preſently by diuine reue- 
ktion, that it was the diuil that was ſo impor- 
une and troubleſom. Wherfore rating him 

#he deſerued , he commanded him preſently 

h get bimg gon from thence , and 10 come no 
wre for to 01/quiet and mole? the ſeruants of 
(And with this he fled away, but left ſuch 
{ldphurlous Rench in the Chutch, that a 
a wight well ſce it came fromthe Author 
(al yncleanneſs- 

The miracles which our Lord wrought by 
deans of Saint Dominik, as well in his lifc 
we,as after his death , are ſo great and fo 
wany, that to relate them all, would take vp 
{hog and large volum. He- was adorned 
"ith the gift of propheſy : he freed many 
Ut yere poſſeſſed by the diuill: he cured a 
ward of diſeaſed people of ſeueral ſorts of 

ties, reſtoring them to perte& health, 
ikreſtored three dead men to life : one wher- 
yas lon to 4 Roman Lady called Goxta- 

62 very devout woman, who came often 
Oh Saint Dominik preach: and one day 
vlevent home afterthe ſermon, ſhe found 
lat ber child was dead : but being tul of a 
Tong faith as well as of great grief, ſhe bro- 
V the dead corps to the Saint in preſence 
12ultitude of people. The holy Patriarch 
Ut ypon hiy the ſign of the Croſs, then ta- 

im by the band, lifted bim vp aliuc and 
Tom, 2s 


| 


Saint Dominick Confeſlor; 


ſound. Honorious Pope heard of this miracle, 
and praiſing our Lord for it ;, commanded it 
should be publikly preached in the pulpit. But 
Saint Dominik caſting himſelf at his Holineſs 
feet , beſought him xot to permit it to be don, 
for that otberWeiſe be Yould leaue the city , and 
go preach among the infidels : and although his 
Holineſs gaue him therin his content and ſa- 
tisfation, yet the fame of the miracle was no 
leſs ſpread about all the city of Rome, thea if 
it had bin publickly preached. And the peo- 
ple for their deuation, cutt off peeccs of his 
garment , and kept them for Reliks , lo that 
.his vpper weed ſcarce cucr came lower then 
his knees: and when his Friars wouid hinder 
the people from fo continually pulling hin 
by the coate, , and cutting it , he ſaid vnto 
them, Let them alone : let them ſatisfy their 
deuotion. Another that he raiſed from death 
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was 2 maſon , whoas he was labouring ab. 


out the building of the Monaſtery of Saint 
Sixtus, and was opening certain foundations, 
one quarter of the wall fell ypon him , and 
ſtifled him : wherat the Friars were much 
aHifted, and aboue all Saint Dominik , who 
was the author of that building : and whom 
itgrieucd excedingly that the building ſhould 


be begun with blood. Whertfore by his pray-. 


ers to Almighty God, he raiſed the warkman 


from death to life. But in the third, whom 


he reſtored again to life , the miracle was far ' 


more remarkable and notorious by reaſon of 
divers circumſtances that accompanied it. For 
it was young Gentleman, called Napoleon, 
Nephew of the Cardinal Stephen de foſſ4 noud, 
and his ſiſtersſon: who riding in full ſpeed, 

fell off his hors, and bruiſing all bis body, 
dyed preſently in the very place, whulſt Saint 

Dominik was. at Saint Sixtus , diſcourſing 
with ſome Cardinals ( amongſt whom was 
he, whom we named before, vncle ofthe yn 

fortunat young man) abourlctling the affairs 
of the Nuns of that hous. This diſaſter cauſed 
great ſorow and affliftion to all : and Saint 
Dominik did very particularly reſent it; who 
preſently went to ſay Maſs : and as he cleua» 


ted the Bleſſed Sacrament for the people to _ 


adore it , bimfelf in ſight of all the company 
was raiſed aboue I cubit from the ground. 
When he had ended holy Maſs , he went to 
the place where the dead body lay , and ca- 
ſting bimſelt vpon it , he compoſed and put 
in order the hands , arms , leggs, and other 
parts that were miſerably bruiled and out of 
ioint: then ſtanding again vpon his leggs, he 
prayed moſt ferucntly : and his prayer being 
ended , he made the fign of the Croſs vpon 
the corps, and lifting vp hiseyes and hands 
to heauen , ſaid with a loud voice : Napoleon, 
riſe-up preſently in the Name and wertue of ' 
Teſus Chriſt our Sauiour : prelently the Gead 
man obeyedthe Author of life:and Napoleon , 
L1 that 


Saint: Dominik Confeſlor. 


that had bin dead from the morning vntil | verned it ;the Religious women, that vnder 
' three of the clock in the afternoon , roſe vp | that Rule haue conferued the floyer of Vingi= = 
aliuc in preſence of the Cardinals and 4 mul- | nity,and ſurmounting the weaknes of their je- 4. 
titude of people that had flocked thither:and | xc , hauc triumphed over the fleſb, theworlg, Ay; 
ſpoke and called for meat. He cat and | and the divil , leading a heaucnly life ypon : q i 
drunk asa found man,to the great admiration | earth. In a word , the children of this olori. T1 


of all that were witneſſes of the miracle. 
But notwithſtanding this miracle was ſo 
famous , and ſo publickly known, and that 
the Bleſſed Patriarch d1d divers others, which 
have bin — profitable to the Church 
of God : yet I will ſay that the greateſt and 
moſt admirable miracle of al] ,was the inſtitu 
tion and foundation of his moſt holy and 
moſt illuſtrious Order , with the progreſs and 
encreas it has made for the glory of God, and 
good of his Church, For it we conſider the 
miſery of the times , wherin Saint Dominik 
appeared to the world , the wars , diſſcnſions 
and divifions , and aboue all , the fins that 
then ranged, we ſhall plainly confeſs that he 
waschoſen cxpreſly by God, for to illuminate 
the world: with divine light , and inflame it 
with the loue of its creator , from the know- 
ledge and worſhip of whom it was then ſo 
wuch eſtranged. Beſides, if we reflect vpon 
the means, by which he did manage fo high 
and harda work ; we ſhall fee that one ſingle 
man , poor, barefoot , deſtitute of all human 
fauor and aſſiſtance , but well furniſbed with 
a heauenly and divine ſpirit, hath encountred 
the whol world ,aod ſtruggled with winds, 
billows, and ſtorms; and gloriouſly maſtered 
them all. And what ſhall we ſay ofthe fruits 
of this moſt happy and noble plant ? what 
ſhall we ſay of the offpring,ſo glorious and fo 
numerous, of this moſt worthy Patriarch? of 
4 Saint Thomas of «Aquin , the light and Ma- 
ſer of the whol Catholik Church? of 4 Saint? 
Peter Martyr, the defence and buckler of the 
faith , and icourge of heretiks ? of 4 Saint 
Hyacinth, the-miror of holy Confeſlors ? of 
4 Saint "Vincent of Ferratia , who was the 
Apoſile of his age ? of 4 Saint «Antonin Arch- 
biſhop of Florence, the patern and example of 
Prelats ? of 2 Saint Catharin of Siena, ſo high- 
ly fauored and cheriſhed by her ſweet Lord 
and Spous IESVS CHRIST? andof fo 
many other happy ſons and daughters of this 
bleſſed father , which for their number and 
for the luſtre of their vertue ,do ſhine in the 
heauen of the Chuich, as the ſtars doin the 
firmament, It is not poſſible to, reckon yp, 
much leſs to prais ſufficiently, the infinit mul- 
titude of holy Perſonages , who like ſo many 
branches haue ſprung from this ſacred ſock ; 
and like fertile boughs hauc floriſhed , and 
bin loaden with fruit in the holy and moſt 
famous Religious order of Saint. Dominik : 
the Martyrs , Confeſſors, and Doors that 
have illuſtrated the Catholik Church ; the 
Biſhops, Cardinals ,and Popcs that haue go- 


| diand of Caftile;in his hiſtory of the Ode 


ous Patriarch , for-their number can not he 
counted;and for their vertues and perfeRiong 
are ſo<minent, that one ofthen) alone would 
be ſufficient to make any Religious Order 
whatſocuer , moſt famous, But if we look y. 
pon the fruit and benefit , which their moſ} 
pious and glorious labors have brought yaw 
the Church and vnto the whol worldas yell 
for the amendment of life and reformation of 
manners amongſt the faithful , asfor'the con 
ucrfion of infidels vnto the Catholik faith ; 
and particularly for the fierce and vigorous 
war which they hauc made apainſt hereticks 
whom they haue purſued and perſecuted yi. 
thout ceas by their holy dorin , their ex. 
emplar life, and Apoſtolical Authority: if 
ſay , we look vpon allthis, we (hal finditto 
be more expedient to admire it in filence 
then to ſpeak leſs of it then it deſerues the 
matter being ſolarge and copious, The olory 
of all which good works, next after Almj uy 
God,is to be aſcribed vnto SaintDowink 425 
to the father, inſtitutor , and founder of thi 
moſt holy Religion ; which being the work 
of ſuch hands, as his were , could not be hut 
moſt compleat : nor could he , that was cho« 
ſea by our Lord for to accompliſh ſuch 4 
work, be otherwiſe but moſt eminent in all 
perfe&ion , a wonderful great frend of God, 
and moſt richly ſtored with heaucaly giftzand 
graces, which arc neccſlary for the perfeding 
of ſo great and admirable a Maſter peece, 
Saint Dominik was of a midle ſtature, and 
a moſt comly perſon, his face long | his nbſe 
bowing like a hawkes bill, his hair ſomeyhat 
red, the color of his face white , his head mo- 
re gray then his beard , his hair very thick, ſo 
thatthere was no appearancethat he would 
become bald , his voice was clear and (hill, 
yet withal grateful tothe ear , he was but of 
a weak conititution , and his body worn out 
and ſpentnot ſo much with old age, as wit 
his great pennance : he ſeemed to dartſome- 
times from his cycs and forhead reſplendent 
flaſhes orc rays ot light , which cauſeda gret 
reuerence towards him in all thoſe , with 
whom he conuerſed. Friar Theodotikd4- 
poldia, a Religious man ot his order, bycott 
mandment ofthe feuenth General hath wii 
een eight books ot his life , Surius writes 
him in his fourth tome, and Saint Antoniaus 
in his third part, JohnGerſon in histreatile of 
the famous men of the Order of Friars Prets 
chers, «Antony Flaminius, Francis Diacec, 
Biſhop of Fieſoli , and in our time Friar Fer 
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THE DEDICATION OF THE 
(hurch of our Bleſ$ed Lady commonly 
called ad Niues. 


YN the feaſt of owr Bl:ſied. Lady ad 
#35 Niues,on the fitth day of Au- 

1/2): guſt, for the reaſon , which we 
TIES will now declare. Whilſt Saint 
liberius Pope fat in Saint Peters Chair, there 
115 at Rome 2 worthy Senator , whoſe name 
lob equally noble and 1ich , that was 
nrriedt, a Lady,nothing inferior in quality 
o bimſe. 1 : this good couple hauing remain- 
44 long time in wedlock yet had no chil. 


ken; which Croſs , notwithſtanding their | 
peat deſire to propagate their race,they bore | 
tiently , as perſons that were no leſs godly | 
advertuous then welthy andnoblec : and re- 
ning their will to Almighty God , relyed 

his goodnes and prouidence, and belic- 
xd aſuredly that he did not deprive them 
dthe comfort of hauing chiidren , but only 
brtheir greater good. They were both of 
hem wonderfully deuout to the ſacred and 
toious Virgin» Mary , our Bleſſed Lady ; 
nom they purpoſed” to: make inheritrix of 
their means and wealth. And that this 
teir pious intention might be more accepta- 
tle ynto her, they employed them(ſclues con- 
invally in prayer, alms deeds and other good 
aercizes , begging of her todiret them, and 
&clare ynto them her will and pleaſure , i» 
Vt work, of piety it would be more for ber ſer- 
tie and honor that they sbould beſtow their me- 
m. The Queen of Heauen heard the moſt 
(out and teruent prayers of John the Sena- 
lr,and ofhis Lady. wherfore in the night be- 
kre the fifth day of Avguſt, when the heats 
Fre greateſt at Rome, ſhe ſpoke to this de+ 
ut couple in their dream , bidding them go 
the next morning to the Mount Eſquilin, and 
#ihat place of it , Which they rhowld ſee to le 
Wred With [now , build 4 Church in ber bonor 


Vine sbe Yould be ſeruedand reverenced by all 
te faithful : for that in this manner 5he deſt- 
Uh become their beireſs , awd would accept of 
lit [ruice they profered wnto her. The next 
Wing theſe vertuous Conforts conferred 
gether about their dream and revelation 
"them from Heauen, and went to acquaint 
© Pope with it , vnto whom our Bleſſed 


Our Bleſſed Lady Ad Niues, 
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Lady had made the like revelation. Herevpon 


the people was called together , and thecler- 
oy was aſſembled ; and there was 2 moſt de- 


uvout Proceſſion made, When they came to 


the Mount Eſquilin , they found 2 place , ca- 
pable of 4 fair Church, to be all coucred ouer 
with ſnow. They took notice of the place 
and mealured out the length and bredth of 
a Church,to be builtat the coſt oftheſe two 
noble and deuout Clicnts of the moſt bleſſed 
Virgin : and prelently ſet vpon the work, 
which within 4 while was finiſhed and 
compleat , and was the firſt Church that was 
built at Rome vnder the Name ofour Bleſſed 
Lady : this Church was firſt called cur Lady 
ad Niues, by reaſon of the miracle, which 
we haue related ; alſo the Baſilica or Church 
of Liberins, for thatthe miracle happened in 
his time ;afterwards it was called Baſilica Six- 
ti, for that Pope Sixtus, who ſucceeded Ce- 
leitin , repaired and renewed it, adorning it 
with rare and exquilit piftures, It was alſo 
called Sana Maria de Preſepio, trom the ho« 
ly Crib or manger , wherin our Lord at his 
Nativity, was layd in the ſtable of Bethleem, 
which was brought and placed ina Chapel of 
the ſaid Church, But at length when there 
came to be many great and ſtately Churches 
built at Rome vnder the Name of our Bleſſed 
Lady , this «4d Niners was called Sana Ma 


ria <Maior , both for to diftinguiſh it from 


others ,and alſo for todeclare the cxcellency 
and prerogatiue which ithath aboue the reſt 


in the city of Rome: which holy City as it is | 


moſt eminent for picty ,ſo hasit always tcſti- 
fied 4 moſt fingular deuotion towards the 
moſt ſacred Uirgin: excelling herein, as in 0+ 
ther prerogatiues all the citics of the world. 
For ccrtainly it doth cauſe no leſs devotion 
then admiration, to ſce the multitude of (ta- 
tely Churches , which are at Rome dedicated 
in honor of our Blciled Lady : fo that allthe 
Clergy,and in a manner all Religious Ocders 
and profeſſions that are 1a the city, are vader 
the Protection of this moſt holy and glorious 
Virgin: and have ſome particular Church de» 
dicated in her honor: For, to omit the Colle= 
gial Churches of /ecular Canons , as of Saniia 


Maria trans Tiberim , Sant!a Maria Rotwnaa, 


and Sanin «Maria in vid lat4; and to fay 
nothing of $an#a Maris ce vid, that be ongs 
tothe Fathers of the Society of JESUS, and 
ſeueral other litle Churches ,not lo auch 
knowen or ſpoken off , the Cartbuſians hauc 
their principalleat in the new Church called 
Sanfa Maria de Anzelis, the Diminicans at 
Santla Maria de Mininud, the Franciſcans at 
JanfaMarid in a14 Cel: the Ermits of Sant 
augzuſtin at 3anfa Moria ve fopulo, the Ca» 
nunsRegular ot the fame holy Father at Sani7a 
«Mara de Pace, the Carmelits at Santia Mas» 
ria Tranſponting , the Religious of Mownte 
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y Our Blefled Lady Ad Niues.: 


Olinet at SanfaNaria Nona ,in fine the Ser- 
wites at Sana Maria de via.So that you will 
find that all Religious Orders are vnder the 
particular fauor and prote&ion of our Bleſſed 
Lady ; and almoſt almoſt all of them hauc 
Churches of her Name at Rome (the greateſt 


part w herof are very ſumptuous and mcgni-| 


| OF THE GLORIOYS TRANS. 


fc: nt ) wherin this glorious Queen is huno- 
zed and ſerucd, But that wherin ſhe is moſt 
particularly worſhipped and reuerenced is 
her Church «Ad N7zzes;the dedication wher- 
of we do ſolemniz to day, and for this reaſon 
is called $an4a Maria Maior : and God has 


wrought there great miracles by the interceſ- 


fion of his moiſt holy Mother. It was vnto 
this Church that Saint Gregory the Great com- 
mandcda folemn Proceſſion (hould be made 
of all ſorts and conditons of Perſons, when 


| that dreadful plague was ſo fierce at Rome, 


and killed ſo many of the city : and Stephen 
the ſecond Pope orderd an other Proceſſion to 
be made thither, for to pacify the wrath of 
God : Leo alſo the fourth , in time of Lotha- 
rius E nperor, by a Pioceſſion made to the 
ſame Church from Saint Adrian's theMartyr, 
freed the city from a moſt horrible and cruel 
ſerpent , which infeQed all the air, Moreouer 
S:int Martin Pope as he was ſaying Maſle in 
this Church , Olympius the Exarch or Vice- 
Roy, cntred the Church for to lay hands on 
him ,or to kill him by order of the heretical 
Emperor , his maſter ; but could not accom- 
pliſh his wicked deliga , but was ſtricken 
blind in the place, for that the Blefled Uirgin 
would not perinit ſo abominable a crime to 
be committed in her Church. Our Lord has 
wrought there divers other miracles , and 
doth eucn to this day do many great and mis 
raculous fauors by the interceſhon of his moſt 
pure and holy Mother ,who is pleaſedin a 

articular manner to protett that place which 
ſhe hath choſen for her habitation and taber- 
Dacle : and hereby bath more obliged the 
good Senator Toba and bis Lady , then if ſhe 
bad obtained for them children ,who would 


Have bin conſumed to aſhes long ſince: nor 


would the memory ofthat worthy couple ha- 
uc bin now extant , but ſhould have periſhed 
together with their lives, The ſame glorious 
Qucen doth inſtru& vs hetby , how fruitful 
and laudable a thing it is to employ ones me - 
ans in building adorning and enriching holy 
Churches and how bountifully ſhe doth re- 
compenſe the feruices, which are done vn- 
to her by mea vpon earth, Let vs there» 
fore be deuout, and beare 4 great affe&tion 


. to the Queen of Angels , let vs ſerue her 


with a tender loue , let vs hage recours vato 
her in all our afflitions and neceſſities, and 
confide in her goodnes: let vs imitate her ver- 
tes and follow her good examples : for tyho- 
ſocuer ſhall eadeauor to imitatc her , ſhall 


neuer be confounded, 
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GV RATION of our Loyd. 


— HE Catholick Church Cele. 
FF brates vpon the ſixth of Auguſt 
B :the moſt ſublime and moſt com. 

A fortable myſtery of the glorious 

KR Transhguration of our Lord] 

fa 
ſus Chnit, For that in very deed it is agreat 
teſtimony ofthe myſtery of the moſt holy Th. 
nity , and of the Incarnation , and magiſterial 

DoQtorſhip of the ſon ofGod,andoftheglory, 

with which he is to come to judge the living 

and the dead , and to reforme our frail and 
corruptible bodics , and to conforme themto 
his owne ; and alſo for that it is4 teſtimonyof 
great reſt and caſe to vs all the children o he 
dam, who go layling with great labor and 
danger, atnidſt the waues and tempeſtsofthis 
world , and ſigh after the quiet haven ofour 
happy eternity. The occaſion whichour Lord 
took to transfigure himſelf , was this, When 
that Saint Peter illuminated trom heauen, 
confeſſed that our Saviour Ieſus Chriſt was 
the ſon of the living God , and our Lord in 
reward of this conteſſion promiſed to giue 
him the Keys of the Kingdom, of heauen,then 
he began to aduertiſc his diſciples ,thathe was 
to ſuffer much at Ieruſalem from the Serides, 
and chiete of the pricits,and that he was tode 
put to death by them , and afterwards tori 
from death to life. For hauing by the mouti 
of Saint Peter eſtabliſhed his diuinity,and{+ 
tled in the breaſts of the Apoſtles that heyas 

God , and ſon of the true God, he delired 

they ſhould vnderſtand that he was ſo Gol, 

as he was alſo man, andthat he had aſſumed 
our fleſh to ſuffer in it, and by his own will 
to deliver himſelf vp to death , and by itt 
fatisfy for our ſins : but after ſuch a mandec 
that the ſame death which ſeemedto be con- 
queror, ſhould remain conquered, and ynder 
his feet. And when Saint Peter , out of thc 
loue which he bore him, not roderſlaadies 
the myſtery ofthe Crofl, would have diverte 

him from that his purpoſe , our Lord repre- 


| hended him for that carnal and human affec- 


tion, by which he went about to hinder him 
from ſuffering. And from hence took occalt 


'on to preach to vs the abnegation and wore 


tification of our ſelues , and cuery one tO take 
vp his cros and follow him , -nd to loſe out 


lives for him,to the end we may ſaue there 
n 


this mM 
lng | 
Our Lt 
Vioug 
lerys, 


to loue them, tothe end we may not loſe 
NY hem. Adding moreouer, that the fon of man 
45to come in glory aud maieſty , to reward 
WF cry one according to his works, and that 
f bis diſcipl hich were there pre- 
fac Ct Þis diſciples , which w 1ere pre 
eat, ſhould betore their death ſec him in his 
Kingdom. Then to confhrme what Saint Pe» 
« had conteſſed,by the voice and teſtimony 
of the eternal father : and to the end that 
vhen they ſFould ſee him dy they ſhould not 
te (candalized , and that they might voder- 
ind that be was Lord of life and death , and 
tat he dyed becauſe he would dy , and was 
to riſe agaiN , as alſo to the end that the way 
heaven might not ſeem fo ſharp and rup- 
gel to them, and leaſt they i ould think that 
te doarin of Chiiſt was nothing but mortt- 
ation , abne gation, cicfles bitterneſles,and 
wferiogs , and hereby be dilmayed , and loſe 
courage in the many and great difhcultys , 
vhich are w ont to occurr 1n the following 
o him: our Lord would tran{figure himſe f, 
adgive then, a 1 ort taft ct Þis glory , and 
zitwerc 4 pattern and glimpſe ot the reward 
key were to bave . and of the beatitude they 
yere to obtain. T o this purpoſe , the Holy 
lwogeliſts ſay ,that he took with him Peter, 
lnes,and lohn , bis brother (who were his 
note tenderly beloued and familiar diſciples, 
adwith whom he was wont to communicate 
wore ſecret watters,and thote who atterwards 
yere to ſee him disfigured , and in an agony 
faatblocd in the garden) and le*d them into 
high and private mountain and transhgured 
baſelf before them. Our Lord took three dif- 
mls with bim, which is a nu..3ber ſufficient 
bhezr witnes, and no more : becauſe he de- 
kedthis facred myſtery ſhould be kept ſecret 
ad hidden, but wheo many know of 4 thing 
tis cafily diuulgedand made common. The 
lungclical text tells vs not to what moun- 
tin our Lord lead them , but the common 
ginion and Tradition is , that it was tc 
Wount Thabor , which is neer the city of Na- 
uteth; and as Saint Hicrom faith, is in the 
widdle of the plain of Galilee , round and 
ty t©gh. And the fame Saint Hierom and 
ſnerable Bede , and Saint Ivha Damaſcen 
ime that the Transfguration was vpon 
Mount Thabor , which w<s glorious for the 
Iitory which Baracktand Debora obtained 
Dit,ouer Sizara , Captain General of Tabin, 
King of Canaan ; and much more glorious 
br ow! Lords baving taught in it, and prea 
elthat long and admirable ſermon of the 
Mount , which is 3 ſumm ofall Evangelical 
Gin and peric ion, Saint Peter allo calles 
lis mountain , the Holy Mountain , for ha- 
lnp been tioden v4 on by the ſacred feet of 
% Lord, and for his Diuin Maieſtys hauing 
Voupkt in it{uch ſublime and excellent my- 
Our Lord went vp into the Mountain , 
Tom, 2, 


—2Y 7 IE A: ON OO. Sh... 


| 


The 'Transfiguration of our Lord. 


as he was wontto do at c ther titnes,, to ſpend: 
all the night1o praier,and to teach vs that foli« 


tude and filence are vey proper fer this hoiy 
exerciſe , ard that vrquietnes and noyſe gre< 


atly binder it : and that to receive the 11]ottra« 


tions of d:uine light, and to obtain peife&ion, 
we muſt leaue valleys, and low places, and' 
aſcend to the top of vertues, wh e 'eby the toul 
transformes it (elf into God. Moureouct our 
Lordaſcended into 4 mountain to be tran«s 


figured, and there to ſhew himſelfin glory £ 


for that atterwards he was ito aſcend Mount 
Calvary , and there to be disfigured , and 
cruc:fhed. Although in Mount Tabor he mas 
niteſted the giory of his body in a private and 
retirce place befote afcw of his ditciples, but 
in Mobnt Caluaty he manifeſted his ignomt- 
ny and ſtaine 10: the prefente of the whole 
city of leruſalem, to teach vsthe right yalag 
of thivgs , and to Curb and reſtrain ou; a”Ppcs 
tite of honor and vain glory, and t6 m#ke 
vs not to fear the diſhonor, and judgements 
of men, for the !oue of oar Lord, Finally he 
went into a Mountain , for that ordinarily 
God is wont to ſhew his glory in Mountains, 
which are neerer heauzn and more remote 
tiom men :'as is to be ſctn in the Maicſty of 
God , which diſcovered itfelf to Moyles ith 
Mount Sinay , which as Saint Hilary fates, 
wasa figure of the Transfiguration Our Lord 
then being in this Mountain, ( atcording te 
Saint Luke) ſet himſelito praier ; and' it fees» 
mes that it was in the evening that chis hap» 
pencd, for that'tht Apoſtles were greatly furs 
charged with ſleep, and allo for that the ſame 
Saint Luke faies,' that the day following he 
coming down from the mountain 4 great 
mulcitude of people me*t him : giving vs he 
reby to vaderſtand that he was in the M- un« 
tain the night before : and alſo wemay pretu« 
me it wasa wonderful and gratefull ſpeRacle 
to behold our Lord amidfi the obſcurity and 
darknes ot the night more reſplendent then 
the fun, as we ſhall now fay. 

As our Lord was making his praier he was 
transfrc,ured before his diſciples , who awas 
king out cf adeep flcep, ſaw his face glorious 
and all his body brighter then the ſun it ſelf, 
and his garments whiter then driven frowe 
There were ſeen :lHo together with him Moy- 
ſes and Elias, Þn each fide of him ,and te in 
the mudle, tuil of Maieſty , which they parti= 
cipated by reflexion from the light and glory 
which came from our Lord, dilcourting with 
him of the exceſl and death, whichto accoms 
pliſh the propheſys he was to ſuffer in leruſa» 
lem. Out Lord did not change the ſubſtance 
of his body , but only inucfted it with a new 


clarity, which, ether penctrated the ſubiiance 


ot his whole body and the moſt interior parts 
of it, as it happens in the glorified budys of 
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tranſparent eryſtal!, as Saint Hicrom, andS. 


== John Damaſcen infinvatc, when they ſay that 
6. he was ſeen in the ſame glory in which the 
'A y- Saints ſhall be ſeen at the day of Iudgement. 


Or elſe ( which is more probable) the clarity 
occupied only the outmoſt ſuperficies of his 
facc , which it embelliſhed and made more 
reſplendent then the ſunitſelf, as S. Thomas, 
and other authors arc of opinion : and from 
the face all that immenſe light derived itſelf 
to the hands and other parts of our Lords 
body : according to Saint Hierom , Saint Au- 
uſtin , and Lyra. Moreouer the clarity of his 
_ redounded alſo to his garments, in ſuch 
fort that they were whiter then ſnow. Where- 
fore the Evangcliſt that he may declare vnto 
v3 the excellency of the ſplendor ofour Lord, 
and make vs to ynderſtand that it was in 


the higheſt degree, andnot to be comprehen- | 


ded he fſaics it was like to the ſplendor of the 
ſan, for that amongſt all the creatures there is 
nothing more reſplendent then the ſun , and 
for the ſame reaſon he compares the whitenes 
of his garments to! the whitenesof ſnow, be- 
cauſe we hauenothing, which is whiter then 
ſnow. And this our Saviour his ſhowing him- 
ſelf glorious with a new clarity in the moun- 
tain , the Euangeliſts call his Transfiguration 
of himſelf : although he nether took new 
form , nor new figure, but only altered that 
which be bad betore , by giving it a new 
ſplendor , and maruellous clarity. Which, if 
weregard the paſſible and mortall Body our 
Lord then had, may ſcem to haue been a mi- 
gacle : but if we conſider the fountain from 
whence that ſoucrain light did low, we ſhall 
finde that it was none, for that it proceeded 
from his Divinity , and from the glory which 
his moſt Bleſſed ſoul poſſeſſed. Which from 
the very firſt moment in which it was ynited 
to the body , faw God, and was beatified, and 
from it there ought to haue redounded vnto 
the body I participation of that glory , and 
the four gifts which the Bleſſed enioy 1n their 
lonified bodys, to wit , impaſſibility, agility, 
ubtility, and clarity : ſeing that to 4 glorified 
ſoul is due 4 glorious and proportioned body, 
But our Lord to the end that he might ſuffer 
in the fleſh which he had aſſumed for our ſake, 
withheld the glory of his ſoul from redoun- 
ding vnto his body , by 4 continual miracle; 
and now to animate and encourage vs in his 
ſervice, and for the reaſons aboue mentioned, 
he took away the ſtop,and permitted his moſt 
holy foul , to communicate that to his bod 
which it wouid alwaies baue nv er tare: 
if it bad not been hindred tor our good. And 
this (as we ſaid) wasnota miracle but the ce- 
ſation ofa miracle.For if 3 Kone, which of itſelt 
is heauy, and enclined to its center , ſhould be 


ſuſpended anddetained in the air , it would | 
be 4 miracle, But if the impediment being : 


taken away it ſhould fall down, 
be accounted a miracle , becau 
natural and proper to 4 ſtone 


it would not 
ſe to do n 
, and to ha 


in the air was violent to it , and againſt j* AB) v- 


nature. Snug 

But the holy Evanpeliſt ſaies 
and Elias appeared . a —_— yas rh 
Maieſty , tO the end that they might be navy 
neſſes of his glorious Transfiguiation wi 
came from the place wherc he was, Rs 
ſoul and body ; and Moyles (as Saint Then 
ſajes) came only with his ſoul, taking abod 
of air, ſuch as Angels are wont to take when 
they appearc. Although it (cmes more Con 
formable to the letter of the Holy Ghoſ 1 
that Moyles was reſuſcitated ,undcame aha 
own proper body : and fo ſay Tertullian Ori. 
gen, Jreneus, Cyril, Saint Hicrom , Saint Aus 
guſtin, and other very graue Authors, Our 
Lord would haue Moyles and Elias be preſent 
becauſc in;Moyles was figured the lay ,andin 
Elias the Prophets ; ſo the law and the Pro. 
phets pu teſtimony of Chriſt, And alſo,to 
the end that the diſciples, who had heard ſay 
that Chriſt was Elias, or leremy, or one of 
the Prophets , might belicue the contray, 
ſeing Elias in his own perſon at the fideof 
ourLotd : beſides alſothat they might vader. 
and that he was not Elias, but the Lords! 
Elias: and to ſhew tht he was Lord of thelis 
ving and the dead, ſeing that Elias was alive, 
and Moyſes dead. Moyſes was thc lay giuer, 
and the Prophet moſt eſteemed and reveren- 
ced by the Iews:and Elias was moſt zealous of 
the glory of God and of the obſeruation ofhis 
law. 4nd for this reaſon theſe two 
all the Prophets were made choice of, to the 
cnd that they might teſtify , that Chriſt di 
not contradif the law of Moyles, but rather 
did perfeCt it , and ſought and procuredin all 
his ations the honor of his eternal Father, 
Saint Hicrom addes , that becauſe the Scribes 
and Phariſecs demanded of Chriſt our Savi- 
our aſign from heaven , he would gjueone 
to his diſciples, making Elias come from hes 
ven , and raiſing Moyles out of Lymbus,to 
declare that he could work miraclesin heaven 
aboue , and in hell below. And if thoſe who 
faſt moſt , and for the loue of God deprive 
themielues of good bits, deſerve to be mol 
ofall regalcd with the fpiritual daintys,which 
God gives to thoſe who are his, who welt 
to haue becn called to this table and Royal 
banquet , but thoſe that like our Sauiour bad 
faſted forty days and forty nights without a 
ting any thing,as Moylſes and Elias had done? 
But it js 2 ſtrange thing , that theſe twowolt 
excellent Prophets , our Lord being in fo 
great Maieſty , ſhould diſcourſe with him i 
the exccfl anddcath, which he was to fufft 
in Ieruſalem. To tcach vs the exceſl ct 
immenſe and incompichenfible =_ G 
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God towards vs, ſcing that whilſt he was in 
that glorious repreſentation he would talk 
(the crofl;, paſſion and death , which he was 
ſuffer for vs in Hieruſalem. Which was an 
NT .xceii of infinite wiſedom, by which he who 
: the wiſedom Of the Father , and in whom 
are hidden all the treaſures of the wiſedom 
and knowlecge of God, was treated and de- 
rided as 2 fool, and held his peace as if he 
had been dumb before thoſe that accuſed him, 
to ſave by the ignominy ofthe the Croſl thoſe 
which ſhould believe in himand tro ſhew that 
all the wiledom of the world is folly and 
madncs before God, It was an excef{ of cha- 
rity , becauſe the Lord fo loved his ſlave who 
had offended him , that the Lord himſelf 
would dy to the cnd that his flaue might 
not dy , and would pay by a reproach- 
ful and dolorous death , the pain which 
he deſerued for his fault. It was an excefl 
of humility , of obedience , of pouerty , of 
icnce , of meeknes, and of all the other 
molt perte& and diuine vertues, which he 
taught vs from the chair of the croſT, as ſouc- 
rain Maſter and Teacher ſent from heauen. 
The 4poſtles awaked , and faw that admira- 
ble vihon , and beard the diſcourſe which 
Moyles and Elias held with our Lord ; and 
knew that they were Moyſes and Elias. For 
athough they had never ſeen them, yet by 
Gyinc revelation , and by that light of glory 
which tney had , they might eaſily know 
them: and perbaps by the words which each 
onc of them ſpoaktalking with leſus Chriit, 
andducouering who they were. When they 
&paited and touk their leave of Chiiſt, Saint 
Luke the Euanpeliſt jaies, that Saint Peter as 
wore feruorous, and that could lefl endure to 
heat ſpeak ot the paſſion and death of his 
Matier , ſaid ynto him : $zr ve are Well bere, 
kt v3 make in this mountain three lodgings, 
ane for you , and an:ther for Moyles , and 4 
third jor Elias, Bnt the Evangeliſt addes, that 
teknew not what be ſaid, The interior ioy, 
gult and delight which ke took in that celef- 
tal vihon was ſo great , that deceived by it, 
and as it were out ot himlelf, he ſpoak wi- 
thout knowing what he ſa1d, and forgettting 
al human things , he defired neuer to part 
vith that guitful] ſweetnes which he felt. 
Peter knew not what he ſaid , for that the 
whole world being in darknes , he would 
have hidden and (hut vp intbat mountain the 
ſun of Iuſtice , which was to cnlighten it. He 
kvewnot what he ſaid , for that Chriſt be- 
9 come into the world to ſuffer , he would 
not have had him ſuffer. He knew not what 
be laid, tor that in the diſtribution ofthe lod- 
pgs , which he would haue built , be made 
Moyſes and Elias equall to Chriſt, He knew 
not what he ſaid, tor that being a paſſible 
ad mortall man , he thought he might coac 
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to cnioy beatitude , without paſſing the ſtrait 


538 


and troubleſom paſlage of death. He knew 7 


not what he faid , for that he ſought"vpon 
earth,that which was notto be found- but in 
heaucn.He would reſt, where he was tolabor, 
and reioyce in a place of baniſhment , and 
get a victory without fighting, a crown with» 
out a battle,a reward without ſeruice;and 
the wages which is giuen to. the day-laborer, 
without laboring in the vineyard. He knew 
not what he ſaid, becauſc he was contented 
only with the fight of the glory ofour Lords 
body,and accounted it ſouerain felicity, it bes 
ing only 4 drop of that river , which: makes 
glad the city of God, and as it were-4 ſupp 
of that precious wiae , which incbriatesthe 
inbabitants of heauen,But if Saint Peter faid 
this, when he only taſted a drop of that celes 
{tial wine , what would he haue don, had he 
drunk a full draught of that impetuous tor< 
rent ot delights, and caten his fill of the moſt 
plentifull table of thoſe who ſee-and -enioy 
God, whoſe repaſt is God bimſelt? And-it is 
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no wonder that S, Peter miſſed in ſpeaking, 
for that he wastroubled, aſtonied, and outot 
bimſelf: and'ia high and diaine matters;and-. 


which ſo far excecd and ſurpaſi our weaks 
nes , no maruel if men be out in ſpeaking 
of them, But it is much to be 'wondred at, 
that there are men (it they may be calted men, 
and not beaſts) fo affected to the frail and 
tranfitory things of this miſcrable life, that: 
they eſteem thornes roſes , bryars delights, 
eall honey, and death itſelf life ; and that if 
not with words, with deeds ſay. We are well 
here : and , if it would be permitted them, 
would gladly remain here for cuer. Againſt 
whom the mellifluous S, Bernard exclames 
thus: How is it poſſible that it sbowld be good to 
remain bere? On the contrary it is troubleſom, 
grieuous, and dangerous : becguſe bere is much. 
malice and 4 litle wiſedom, if there be any at all, 
«All things are pitchy ſlippery, and ful of darks 
nes and ſnares to entrap in fin, ſouls are in dane 
ger, the ſpirit is affliied , and wnder the ſux 
there ir nothing to be found but wanity and 
trouble of mind. Thus Saint Bernard.. But to 


return to Saint Peter, in one thing he was in * 


the right ,to wit in ſaying: fi 11, Lord if 
you pleaſe ; remitting himlelt wholly to the 
divine will. 

But whil& Saint Peter wasa ſpeakiog , all 
on the ſudden there came 4 bright and ſhi. 
ning cloud from hcauen, which ouer ſhaddo= 
wed him, and 4 voice was heard in it which 
fayd : This is my beloued ſon , in Yom J was 
alvaies delighted . bear him. A cloud came , 
becauſe God is wont to ſhew his Maicſty in 
clouds , as in 2 high and ſublime thing : to 
make vs vnderſtand that he whoſpeakes , of 
appearesin them isthe ſouerain Lord of heae 


ucn ,and true God. And alſo toalluxe vs _ 
| i 
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| fon of God: for which reaſon ſome who fy 


: the voice which washeard inthem, was the 
voice of God himſelf, and of no other, and to 
the end that the eyes of the Apoſtles, which 
were weak , might the better endure, without 


$VS T» being blinded, the immenſfity ofthat ſplendor 


anddivine light. And it was very convenient, 
that the cloud ſhould be moſt clear , and not 
obſcure, and. dark , as that which appeared 
in Mount Sinay , as well for that it did not 
come as that did to terrify, but to teachzas al- 
ſo that- it wight be proportioned tothe glory 
ofthe Transfiguration of cur Lord , which 
was there repreſented. There was heard from 
out of the cloud the voice of the eternal Fa- 
ther , which ſaid : This is any beloned jon 


in. whom I haue delighted my ſelf ; hear | 


bim; As if he 5hould haue faid : This is my na- 
tural, true, and conſubſtantial ſon , in whow 
Lam well pleaſed, and tor whoſe fake I am 
reconciled to man , and all things which are 
pleaſing to me , pleaſe me tor his ſake, Him 
You are to hear, he is your teacher and maſter, 
bis:words arc words of life , his dorin is 
divin, and obedience to it is true happines, 
Him. you are to hear , andnot Peter , who in 
What he ſayes now , knowes not what he 
ſaies; nor Moyles , becauſe he ſtammrs ; nor 
Elias, becauſe he ſhuttes vp heauen with his 
toppue and makes fire come down from then- 
ce; He is the true lawmaker, the end of all the 
Prophets , the guid and way to heaven, the 
pattern of all {anRity , the figure of my (ub- 
ſtance. Him you are to follow, him you are to 
obey- and imitate , if you would be my adopti- 
ve children , as he is my natural and only- 
begotten ſon. The Apoſtles hearing this great 
and thundering voice were afraid, and full of 
fcarand aſtoniſhment, telltothe ground vpon 
their faccs , remaining as 1t were dead , and 
out of themſclucs : becauſe human weakanes 
is not capable of ſo high and divin things, 
valeſs God who communicates them do eleuas» 
te and encourage it, as our Sauiour did here, 
whocoming to them , touched them with his 
hand (as we are wont to do tothoſe who are 
diſmaycd and ina ſowne ) and badthem riſe, 
and not be afraid; and afterwards going down 
from the mountain, he commanded them not 
to diſcover nor tell any ope what they had 
ſcen,vntill he wasriſen again and ſo the Apo- 
ſtles kept it ſecret , asS. Luke recountes. By 
means cf this lence the reſt of the Apoſtles 
had not temptation to cnuy , which they 
might have had , in'caſe they bad known 
what had happened ; and the people were 
kept trow ſcandal , which they might ,haue 
ſutfered, it bauing heard ſay, that he appeared 
I in the mountain , they ſhould after 

aue ſcen him dy vpona gibbet : holding him 
for 4 cheat and an impoſtor, who by feig- 
ned inventions and bad arts boaſted himſclt 
to be what he was not , and made himſclt the 


| Elias came :and thatthere isa hemen, 


him crucihed , ſaid : 1f thow art the ſon of God 
come doen from the croſs. And withall our Lord 
would hereby teach vs ( as Saint Thomas iv. 
laies) that high myſteries are not preſently tg G74; 
Le propoſed to all, but firſt of all tothote of 
more ynderitanding,and by themin dye time 
to thoſe of a meaner Capacity. «And as Saint 
lohn Chryſoſtom ſaies, he chole theſe three 
Apoſtles, as more eminent perſons tothe end 
that they ſhould bear witnes heteof to the 


other diſciples, and to all the Church, with 
more force and authority , when they were 
afterwards filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
This is the ſtory of the lacred myſtery of 
the Transfiguration of our Lord , whichthe 
Church this day celcbrates, which I have ſet 
down in brictfor the inſtruion of thoſe who 
were ignorant ofit. For that it was ſouerain 
myitcry, anda fingular and diuin viſien, ty 
quicken our faith ,to awaken curhope, ts 
inflame our charity, and to engender in our 
hearts a holy fear of ow Lord, Itrevives the 
faith of many articles and myſteries which we 
belieue, That ofthe moſt Holy Trinity , for 
here the ſon was transhgured, and the yoice 
of the Father was heard, and in the bright 
ſhining cloud which ,ouer fhaddowed ihe 
Apoſtles, was repreſented the Holy Ghol, 
The myſtery of the Incarnation, in the bes 
loucd ſon , and in giving himyvs for our Ma 
{ter , and —— vs to hear, andobey 
him, The myſtery of the paſſion anddeath of 
our Lord, in the excef{ , of which Moyſesand 
Elias diſcourſed , which was to bc' accom» 
pliſhed in Ieruſalem. The myſtery ofthe Re- 
lurre-&ionand glory, not only.of leſus Chil, 
but alſo of all h1s members and true children, 
was repreſented to vs in the fame Transhgu- 
ration : ſeing that where the head 1s, there 
ought alſo the members to be :.and thatour 
Lord transfigured himſelf, and clothed hims 


felf with glory , to the end that we ſhould 


know, that our bodys arc tobe clothed vith 
the ſame glory and beauty in heauen,andto> 
nimate vs by this hope to reſilt the deſires 
delizhts of our fleſh , which is that whichmt- 
kes war againſt vs ,and is allured by the crea 
tures, and entettaines itſe}f withthem, More- 
ouer thoſe words which the cternal Father 
ſpoak : This is my beloued ſon, in Whom 7 a 
delighted and ell pleaſed ; hear bum, teach vs 
that the old law is at an end, the Prophetsar 
ceaſed , and the old Teſtament abrogated 
ſeing that the New is declaredand publiſhed, 
and the Father has giucn vs for our Maſter 
and lawg:uer his moſt bleſſed fon Chiiltle- 


| ſus. Alſo this myſtery of the Taansfiguration 


preaches to vs that there is Lymbus, orc : 
whence the ſoul of Moyles came : and 4 - 
reſtrial Paradiſe , whence it is belicued 99 


The Transfiguration of our Lord. 


eethe yoice Was formed , which the Apoſtles 


heard : and that there is a Church mili- | Church are many Sermons ofthe Transfigu, —— 
ant, which containe's married people, Virgins, | ration of our Lord , which are recounted by 6. 
are continent , ſignified by | Lipoman and Surius,of which alſo Cardinal A V- 


ſ - which 
d thoſe whic 
Ve! _- lon , and Iames : and to confirme all 


theſe myſteries , be would that heauen , and 
<th,and hell,the living and the dead, ſhould 
give teſtimony of the greatnes and glory of 
.—.D Tabor by reaſon of the Transfi- 
ation ofour Lord became molt glorious, and 
worthy of all veneration and reverence : and 
the faithfoll afterwards , in the top of the 
mountain, where this admirable myſtery hap- 
«ned , built three Churches, in lieu of the 
three tabernacles or lJoGgings, which Saint Pe- 
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guſt, And in the ancient holy Doftors of the 


590 


Baronius makes mention in his Annotations GYS T, 


vpon the Roman Martyrologe, That which 
Pope Calixtus did, was this : he made the offi 
ce of the Transfhguration , and commanded 
it to be recited vpon that day , and granted 
the Indulgences we mentioned, to thoſe who 
ſhould recite it:but the inſtitution of the ſeat 
was inthe Church long before Calixtus.Lct 
vs cndeauor to make our profit of it : and 
although all our life long we arc <.bliged to 
call to remembrance our countrey , and to 
acknowledye that this world 1s a place ot ba- 


niſbment, yet we ought more elpecially todo 
ſo vpon this day, on which the holy Church 
renews in vs the memory of this incompara- 
ble benefit ,and ſetles before our eyes Chriſt 
our Lord glorious , and transfigured in the 
mountain, to awaken our ſluggiſhnes, and 
toinflame our tepidity , with the deſire and 
hope of our happy immortality. Let vs not 
permit ourſclues tobe maſtered and ouercoes 
me by our appetites and ſcnſualitys. Let vs 
mortify our fleſh , take vpour croſl, and fol. 
low our Lord , and learne that the way to 
heauen is not fo rough , and full of thorns 
and difficultys, as it ſeemes to be at the firſt 
ſight : and that although it were wuch more 
rugged then itis, and we were togo to hea- 
uen by wheels with raſors, and to dy a thoy« 
land geaths cuery day , yet all this were tobe” 
eſteemed as nothing , and to be looked vpon 
as 4 paitime, to obtain that viſion, arid pette& 
enioyment of God , in which corſiites the 
happines of our ſoul;from which will redound 
to the very body fo grear glory , and be« 
auty., that Saint Peter having only ſeen 
J glimpſe of it in the body of our Lot 
was ſo abſorpt , and out of himſelf , that 
not knowing what to ſay , he defired of 
Chriſt, that be would permit him to fiay for 
cuer in that ſacred mountain. Our Lozd of 
his mercy giue vs grace , fo to live in this 
valley of tears , that we may deſcrue to fee 
him in the high mountain of heauen , not 
transfigurcd , as the three Apoſtles faw biax 
in Mount Tabor , but as heis in himtclt, and 
as he is the glorifger and rewarder 6&4 all lis 
ele, the crown and eteinal glory ol that 
holy and happy company. Amen, 


er told our Sauiour it was conuenicnt to 
huild: as Bede teſtifycs : agavg to the Chure 
ches was crefted 4 fair Monaſtery , and the 
Chriſtians alwaies held that place for 4 moſt 
&yout ſanftuary , and went to viſit it , com- 
ſorting thewſelues in it , and by the memory 
of that benefit inflaming their hearts with the 
love of our Lord , and encouraging themſel- 
vestoluſtain the mileries and incommoditys 
ofthis life with the hope of the eternal lite, 
which Chriſt our Savicur repreſented to vs 
in bus gloriougF ransfiguration. In memory 
ef this |acred myſtery the holy Church inſti- 
tuted the feaſt of the Transfhiguration, The 
Authors which treat of the divine offices, 
fy that Calixtus the third inſtituted it, inthe | 
jear one thouſand four hundred fifty fix, 
The ſame ſayes Platina, and ſome other wr1- 
ters: and that the ſacze Pope made the office 
vhich is to be recited vpon the feaſt of the 
Trnsfiguration: and granted the ſame Indul- 
gences which are gained vpon the feaſt ofthe 
voſt Holy- Sacrament. The occaſion of his 
Holineſs his doing this, was a famous viftory, 
vhich ypon that day, the fixth of Auguſt,our 
Lord gave the Chriſtians in Hungary againſt 
lteTurks , defeating their powerfull army, 
vith which they beſieged Belgrade , their 
King Mahomet eſcaping out of the batle dan- | 
rerouſly wounded , to the great glory of 
Chriſt , and exaltation of the Catholick 
Church, Although other Authors ſay , that 
this vitory happened vpon the feaſt of Saint 
Mary Magdalen , the two and twentith of 
luly,in the ſame year one rhouſandfour hun- 
(red fifty ſix. But it is certain that the feaſt 
ofthe Transfiguration is much ancienter then 
theſe Authors make it : as is to be ſcen in the 
Latin Martyrologes , and very old Manuſ- 


cript; and in the Menologes of the Grecians, | C£\30 

whoalſo celebrate the Feat ofthe Transhgu- Sg 5 

nation of our Lord : and in Waldebertus,who LY Ne 

fotiſhed in the year eight hundred and fit- | 

y : who wrote the Maityrologe in verſe, Nn THR 


and puttes in it the feſtiuity of the Transh- 
furation of our Lord vpoa the {ixth of Au: ! 
Tom, 2» 
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Saint Sixtus theſecond Pope and Martyr, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Sixtus the ſecond Pope and Martyr. 


N the fame day , the ſixth of Auguſt, 
() on which the holy Church folemni- 
| zes the glorious Transfiguration of 
our Saviour, it maketh alſo a Commemora- 
tion of Saint Sixtus Pope , the ſecond of that 
Name , and Martyr. This man wasa Grecian 
by naticn , born at Athens ; and of a great 
Philoſopher made himſelf an bumble diſciple 
of Jeſus Chriſt. After the Martyrdom of Saint 
Stephen he was choſen for his great merits 
and vertues for to ſucceed him ; and having 
governed the Church litle leſs then A year he 
was martyred in the perſecution of Ualerian. 
who hearing that Saint Sixtus brought many 
from idolatry tobeliene in ourLord Tous Chriſt, 
as Well ty bis doftrin, as by the admirable exam» 
ple of bis life ; and moreouer exhortedthem to dy 
couragiouſly for the ſame faith , commanded 
him to be apprehended, and brought before 
him : and when he was come , vicdall his art 
and force to perſwade him to forfake Chriſt , 
and adore his Gods. But finding the holy Pope 
to expreſs much courage in the defence of his 
Religion, and to be reſolued to ſuffer all tor- 
ments and death for the loue of his Lord , he 
commutted him priſoner to the gaol Mamer- 
tinum , and ordered that if this could not in- 
Ance bim to offer ſacrifice unto Mars, he sbould 
be put to death.as they were leading the Bleſſed 
Biſhop to priſon ,S. Laurence met him :who 
being all on fire tobear him company in his 
ſufferings and glorious death ſpoke vnto him 
theſe words, related byS. Ambroſe : y/ither go 
You father,without your ſontwhither go you boly 
Prieſt , without your deacon? goyou to make 4 
ſacrifice of yourſelf to Got and Yby then ill you 
£0 alone Without your miniſter, contrary to your 
cuſiom ? Fhat haue you ſeen in me that now 
Jou sbould caſt me off ? baue you ener diſcouned 
in me any ſizns of covardlines or want of cou- 
rage? you baue entrufed me With the charge 
of adminifring unto the faihful the Sacrament 
of the Blood of Chriſt ; and do you deem me vn 
Worthy the honor to be & partner With you, when 


you are to ted jour own blood for the loue of | 
Chriſt ? bauing bin thought fit to be aduanced by 
gun to 4 greater dignity, bow come I to be ſince le« 
ſened in your eſteem , and put by, when F jue for 
4 lower? take heed, whilſt all aamire your courage 
gnd fortitud: in dying , they except not againſt 


'| anddoefleem it ſometimes to be & 


Your aduiſednes in making 4 trudent choice: 

the ſchollar can not be ſet by.,ns & ney bn fi " 
Y:thout ſome bemisb tothe maſter that ay, 6 
bim, Stout commanders get no leſt credithy % a 
galantry ,Wbervith their ſoldiers behanethen. 01 
ſelues tn the ſeruice, then by their opp Provep: 
| by OTE [Peciens 
and glorious vitlory Which is got ly thiſe th 
haue trained vp,then Wat they get Lyth;y; Pos 
condur. Infine eAbrabam offered wp his fn: 
Saint Peter ſent Saint Stephen befure him -and 

do you , dear father, cho the walor an; virur 
of your ſpirit in your (vn : take him with 9u th 
the combat whom by your example andencun. 
gement you haue taught to firht and oungy . 
that jo being ſecure and aſſured of yuur civiceguy 
may go well accompanied for to reteine yur 
Crowvn.When Saint Laurence had ſpokenthys 
with 2 moſt burning affection  ACCOmpany. 
ing each word that came from his wouh 
with ſcalding teares flowing {rom his eyes.the 
holy Prelat Sixtus comforted him in thi 
manner. F Jo mot leaue thee , myſon ,nyr wl 
thee cff as one degenerating and fainthantet: 
no:there is & greater combat that is preparefer 
thee : an other kind of conflift, far exerting 
mine as Well for the 4harpnes of the torment, 
as for the lengthof the time. 76 an 011 man, 
feeble and weak and therfore am to bedifparit 
by & light skirmisb : but thou, who art Jon, 
able , and luſiy , shait triumph more glriouſhy 
ouer the tyrant. Thos shalt ſoon com after me, 
ary wp thy tears, fear not. Within'thee days 
thow art to follow me. He does not fay ( 2s 
Saint Auguſtin obſcrucs) x/#e over Weeping: 
the perſecution Yif ceas, and you hall beſerate, 
but do not Weep : tho (halt ry alſo, andmt lng 
after me : Within three days thou, the dean, 
sbalt follow thy Prieſt, No longer 4 term of tine 
then this shal keep vs 4 ſunder. Why diff thus 
ſeek to bawe 4 companion in thy Martyrdm? 
thou ſtandeſt not in need of 4 Maſter, mij 
one to belp thee , wbo canſt carry on the buſines 
Wvith thy own condut?,and bear through the mij 
of thy enemies. Why dof thou ſeek to baud 
part of my ſufferings ? Ile leaue thee the vb 
and intire inheritance. Why daft thou ſo nut 
deſire my preſence? let Weak and famt ſcholes 
20 before their Maſter that be mayſtand hy ſit 
to abett them: but as for thoſe that are ſtrong 
and able, let them go after lim, He that by 
profited ſo well, that be no more needs 4 Maier, 
deſetwes to encounter , to fight , and get tl 
viftory Nithout the example and encour ogemes 
of 4  Mafer, Elias left Elixeus behind bi 


| 207 was Elixeus therfore leſs able and poverfi 


in doing great miracles : the like sbalt this # 
vithout me. only I recommend vato the tit 


treaſurs of the Church, Which are wade! ti) 


| care that thow diliributeſt them among the pill, 


as thou sbalt think fit. Thus far out of Saint 
| Ambroſe, 
Aſter 


1 


A 


125, 


After 3 while, Saint Sixtus being led again 
before the tyrant Valerian, recciued this fen- 
ence, that if be sbould refuſe to ſacrifice to the 
God Mars » bt sbould baue bis bead cut off. 
As he was brought into the Temple , and 
food before the idol, he ſpoke in this manner. 
Iedus Chriſt Son of the liuing God deſtroy thee- 
andall the Chrittiar:s that were there preſent 
anſwered aloud: je Amen. and preſently the 
{ol was dalFt in peeces. And a great part 
of thecemple fell to the ground. Yet for all 
this the iafidels and ſoldicrs with an obſtjpat 
aniwoſity harcoing their h3rts , took no-no- 
tice cf ſo great 2 wonder, but Jed the holy 
prelat out of the city , there to cut off his 
head, Saint Laurence followed him to the 
ace of execution , and with great teeling 
:nd ardent affection cried out: leaue me not, 
holy Father , ſor.n0w 1 baue fulfilled your com- 
mans , and diffributed the meaſures of the 
Church among the poor. Saint Sixtus was be- 
headed, and with bim two deacons, Felicif- 
ny: and eAgapitus: andalfſo four Subdeacons, 
Jaruarius Magnus F nnocent , aud Stephen, as 
the Roman Matrtyrologe recordeth on this 
day. Saint Sixtus was buried in the Church 
zard of Calixtzs , and bis deacons in that of 
Pritextatus.This holy Pope gaue orders on- 
c< in the month of December , and ordained 
twoBiſhops, four Prieſts, and ſeuen deacons. 
Prudentiusin his hymns ſeems to tell vs that 
Saint Sixtus Was arucified: tor thus he wiites : 
lan Sixtus affixus Cru , Laurentium flen- 
tem videns Crucis ſub iſo ſtipite. Now Sixtus 
being faſtned to the Croſs , and bebolding Lau- 
rence handing by at the foot of it, and weeping. 
Yet the common opinion of all other Au- 


' thorsis that he was beheaded , as we ſaid,and 


Baronius doth obſerue. SeueralAuthors make 
mention of Saint Sixtus , as Saint Cyprian, 
Sint Ambroſe , Prudentius , Saint Hierom, 
Euſebius , Nicephorus, the Roman Martyro- 
lope , and thoſe of Venerable Bede,Vſuardus: 
laſtly Cardinal Baronius in his ſecond tome, 
where he ſais that Saint Sixtus dyed in the 
year of grace two hundred ſeuenty one,in the 
Raign of Valerian and Galienus. 
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EL DIL ESI GT. 
THE LIVES OF SAINT IVSTYVS 


and Saint Paſtor , Brothers and 
Martyrs. 


o M O NG the glorious victories, 
v? S which our Lord God gained by 
y his molt valiant and invincible 
FT warriors, oucr the Tyrants that 
perſecuted his Church, thoſe are 


ſignal aad remarkable, which he got in 


Gaint Sixtus Pope, S.Feliciſhmus,and S.Agapiras Mare. oy 


1 Spain apainſt Dacian , Preſident ofthe Coun» 


trey, and inſtrument of the cruelty of the Em« * 


perors Diocletian and Maximian , two dete- 
ſtable, horrible and importune monſters,that 
could neuer be fatiated with the blood of 
Chrittians, And of theſe triumphant Champi- 
ons, two litle chiidren and Bleſſed Brothers, 
Iuſtus and Paſtor do in 4 particular manner 
rauviſh our hatts with the luſtrous brightnes 
ct their glorious crowns. Forin their tender 
age and weak bodies, being armed with gra- 
ce and a heauenly vigor , they conquered 
the tyrant, and taking their flightto Heauen, 
left behind them the trophee of their victorys 
Dacian coming to:Alcala de Henares forto 
purſue the ſame cruelty, ſlaughter,and oppio- 
brious handling of Chriſtians * which he had 
cxciciſed in other cities, forthwith publiſhed 
an edit, wherin he commanded al ſorts of 
people Whatſoewer , to honor With ſacrifice the 
Roman Gods , Protefors of the Empire : Which 
Whoſoener $hould contemn to do , sbould be put 
to death by moſt exquiſit and cauel torments. 
As ſoon as this proclamation came forth , 
many Chriſtians withdrew themſclues; and 
lay cloſe for fear.Bur litle children,in(pited by 
Almighty God, came out into the field for to 
encounter that helliſh monſter, Theſe were 
Fuſtus and Paſtor, Brothers, wherot one was 
but ſcuen years old, and the other nine , as 
Pope Pius the fifth ſais in a Brexe, wherby 
he gies order to haue their fealt kept. They 
were ofChriſtian and noble Parents,and went 
then to ſchool forto learn to read and write, 
which was all that litle age was capable of. 
Upon the firſt news of this proclamation , 
there was infuſed into their — an 
extraordinary valor and vigorous Yeal tolay 
down their liues for the faith of Teſws Chriſt: 
whetfore laying 4 fide their bocks, they ran 
out of ſchool, and went unmediatly vnto the 
tyrant; and there publikly profeſſing their Ree 
ligion defared to ſeal it with their blood. Daciann 
informing himſelt of the whol bulines, and 
finding that theſe rv litle boys, without ener be> 
ing called ty any body , or cited, or ſought for, or 
enticed by any ones inducements or promiſes, 
were comfreely of their own accord Yith jo much 
confidence and reſoiution for tu offer themſelues 
to ay for Chriſt ,was infinitly ſurprizcd, amazed 
and confounded. But at length perſuading 
himſelf that it was ſome toy or childiſh levity 
that took theſe litle boys in the head, he com- 
manded they ſhould be whipt privatly ; no- 
thing doubting but that this correFion , fitt 
for that age , would bring them again wnto 
their Wits. Saint Jhdore writes that theſe two 
ſweet innocent lambs, as they were led to 
the place of corre&ion,exhorted and hartned 
one an other , to endure for the loue of God 
any torments whatſoeuer. And that Iuſtus, 
who was the yorger, apprehending "—_ 
nat 
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th.t tis Brother Paſtor, ſeeing him to be fo | 
6 xceeCing v0! g . might miſtruſt his courage 
and ccnſtancy, ſpoke fuſt ,anc ſaid :fear not , 
Brother Paſtor , this death of the body, they in- 
tend to put 111 wnto : and be not alſo Adilmayed 
at the to ments Yhich We are to paſs thorough ay 
ef uur tener 124 bannot (ufficient forces for to 
enniue them. let not the ſyord frighten ws that 
5s to frerce our throats, For God, Who auto ws 
tie 'avor anahonor to baue ws to dy for him; 
10 not refuſe to give vs the patience and con- 
fancy Ybuh is requiſit for obtaining the cron 
of Martyr d-m.He vill f:rtity our harts with 4 
dant-eſs wigor. and ty his mighty band vpbold 
this Yeak and chilttsb age thit it shall not boy 
w-naer the rigor of the meſt «harp andwnſuppor- 
table torm-nts. He Will eudews to that eternal 
biiſs , where toge'ber With his Angels and all 
bis «left Ye ball for euer enioy him in bis glory. 
This ſpeech of Iuttus filled his Brother Paſtor 
no leſs with adm:ration then with ſpiritual 
joy : and he anſwered him in theſe terms £0 
my dear Brother , With good reaſon doeſt thou 
bear the name of Juſtus , being endowed with 
ſuch valor and wigor of ſpirit, as appears by this 
thy exhorta-ion made to me. Thou ſpeakeſt in- 
geed like an vpright and inſt man, andjerſua- 
geſt me to becom like unto thee, O buy ſweet and 
eaſy Will tt be tome, to ty in thy company , that 
tugether ::b thee J may go to enicy my Lord 
Feſus ( b.iſt : 1 sball newer apprebend death, 
nor fear to make & ſanifice of my boy beit newer 
fo feevle and gchar, to the hor or of God , Jein 
the toy and r:ſolution , #herwith thou Har 
thine. 0 %bat 4 content and ſati:faftion is it 
whto me to shed my blood for loue of that Lord, 
Woo was ſ5 liberal ,yea ſo pridigat of bes life and 
blood fur #» /aluation: that I may deſerue to 
enioy kim in Seantrn , and partake of bis glory 
jor ail eternity Thus did theſe Brothers en- 
ccurage eachother, giving evident procts of 
the ve11tue and giace of ov Lord that ſpuke 
in them , who , according to the Royal Pro- 
phict, 414% eth bis prats from the m.utbs of litle 
Infants , and ſucking bates. The officers 
heard all theix diicours ,and wondring that 
litle children ſhould ſhow this prowpt for- 
wardncs and firm reſolution to dy and ſuffer 
all manner « f torments ; gaue ſpeedy intelli. 
£cncc of all , to their walter Dacian, that he 
might well conſider what cours trohold, The 
tyrant was eucn beſides himſelf for won- 
der; feating to be overcom by thoſe litle 
boys ; forſeing alfo that this example would 
infinitly betzhten the couraye of other Cbriſti- 
ans ,that were gr vn in years and moe ſetled 
in reſolution , that Would hence forward more 
boldiy ff er their bodtes to the rack , and their 
necks to the ſvv31d , commanded that Yithout 
delay they shoul1 be ſecretly beheaded , in ome 
privat place far from the wiew of the people. 
His oxders were obeyed, and the children 
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were led forth into a field, called L1u}le and 
there vpon a great ſtone wete beheaded q 
which ſtonc keeps to this day tc print 
of their knees: andour Lord woyld vive ys 
all to vndeiitand by that wiracle , that th 
baits of Dacians wicked and cruel officer 


were far more hard, and Riff and inflexible to 


mercy and compaſhon, then 1s a hard rock 
which waxed ſoit and pliable in fauorofthoe 
le ſweet and innocent children, therby ref 
lying their candor and purity, andthe 91g; 

and power of God. The Chriitians with fn, 
gular reverence and deuotion took the pretia 
ous litle heads and bodies of thoſe Blefled 
Brothers : ard buried them in the very place 
of their Martyrdom : perſuading themſelves 
that 20 place Was fitter to harbor them then that 
Which th:y barſan#iþei ly their neath andens 
Yorthied by their glorious triumph : nr any 
ſweet ana prenions oils wore proper for the em 
bau'ming them, then their ſacied Blood nex'y 
(hed, Some do ay that Chrilt our Loid, forto 
henor thoſe who had honored hin by ſealing 
his faith with their blood and lives, cane 
perſonally from Heaven, and aſliſted atthcir 
interrment, There was built in theirNancy 
C hapel in the ſame place. They died on the 
ſixth of Auguſt , about the yeat of owrLord 
three hundred and ſeven, in the Raign of 
Diocletian and Maximian. By reaſon ofthe 
various and great perſecutions which the 
Church endured in Spain, the memory ofthe- | 
ſe glorious Martyrs was for 4 while loſt: yn» 
till Aſtorius , Archbiſhop of Toledowas wars 
ned of them by a particular Revelation hom 
heauen : and having diſcouered whete their 
Bleſſed Bodies lay , bad fo great a devotion 
for them, that leauing Toledo , be retiredto 
Alcala, for to ſpend his whol life in their 
worſhip and ſervice, as writeth Saint Iidefons 
ſus , Archbiſhop alſo of Toledo. But when 
the Mores had waſted and ravaged the Kings 
doms of Spain, one U:bicius (who inthecity 
of Hucſca, and in all his Biſhoprick is boos 
red as a Saint ) tranſlated their Bodies from 
Alcala : which aftcr many revolutions of 
affairs were at length placed at Hue/co.From 
whence in the year one thouſand five bure 
dred fitty cight , by 4 Breue of Pope Piusthe 
fifth , and commandment of King Philip the 
lecond , a great part of their holy Relics 
were carried back again to Al. ala de Henait, 
where they were recciued with 4 gret 
and publick folemnity and moſt feſtival ioy, 
and placed in the Coltegial Church of their 
Names, There they are kept with fiogularte- 
ucrence and devotion 1n 2 chapel which 1s 
vnder the bigh Altar : which is belieuedtode 
the place whcre they were wartyrcd , and 
there is alſo the ſtone , vx on which they vere 
beteaded. The Martyrcom of iEclen ol holy 


childicp is written by Saint Ihicore, arc Py 
dentius 


ind 
d: 2, of Venerable Bede, Vſuardus, and Saint Ado 
int 4,” [ike mention of them : and {» do divers 0- 
vs thors. Ambroſe de Morales hath made | 
Gvsrf..r, ther 2 , | 
the "": book of their Martyrdomand Trarilation. 
ers and though they died on the ſixthof Auguſt, 
* to jet ,iD the Archbiſhopiik of Toledo, their 
ck, feaſt is kept 0N the ſeuenth , becauſe the day 
hoe before is taken vp with the glorious Transh- 
ſti puratlon of our Lord, 
"* 
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mm | THE LIFE OF SAINT DONATY'S 
e&&.y 
to 'Bishop and Martyr. 
ling , 
alc If 
beir Win AINT Donatus, Biſhop of Arezo, 
me S a city in Italy , in the Province of 
the Tuſcany , was the fon of noble 
.ord and welthy Parents ,and very holy 
nof and vertuous ; for they ſuffered Martyrdom, 
[the 8 appears, vader Diocletian and Maximian, 
the laying Donarus, their ſon, very yong:who, 
the 'Y for to auoid the fury of the perſerution , went 
end ' tovdrevo:and there became diſciple ofa good 
_ Religious man , Hilarinws A great ſeruant of 
rom God, and one that did divers miracles. Saint 
hete Donatus became 2 miror of vertue and ſan- 
we Gity,and was well verſed inall kind of good 
to kamingohe was thought worthy to be promo- 
heir ted to holy orders , and was made Deacon 
fog by Saturus Biſhop of that city , and after his 
ten death, was choſen by the general conſent and 
0gÞ congratulation of all the faithful 1nhabitants, 
ay his luccefior , and Biſhop of Arezo. God did 
_ many preat miracles by S. Donatus : amongſt 
rom which Saint Gregory Pope recounts this. The 
p « having broken a chalice of glaſs, with 
rom which at thole times , they vicd to ſay holy 
Jug Maſs, Saint Donatus commanded that all the | 
= peeces of it (hould be gathered vp, and put 
the together ; and then made his prayer to Almi- 
lk gy God,cand the chalice was preſcntly ent1- 
eats itand whol , as it it neuer had bin broken. 
og Wherupon ſeventy nine perſons that were 
1, nhdels embraced our boly faith, and became 
tit Chtiſtans, as writeth Saint Ado Biſhop of 
_ Vieon, He cured divers that were ſick ofleuc- 
ws tal diſeaſes : freed many that were poilcficed 
A 1 vith wickcd ſpirits 2 im 4 great diouth he 
F obtained by is prayers rain from keaven : 
po and hiwſelf being then'out of the city , and 
hs returning home in the rain, was not wet, 
ati Eyſtache , one of the Emperors tcaſurors | 
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a... dentius. The Roman Martyrologe, and thoſe | had received great ſumms of mony (cr the 


Emperor , and gaue it his wite to keep, 
whole name was Euphro/3yna. Who in her 


| busbands abſence , being aduertizcd that'Gys 7 
there were fouldicrs coming to Arczo , for 


tear of being plundered by them , hid the 
moneys in the ground , ard died before 
her husband returned. When Euſtache ca- 
me home, he found that his wife was dead , 
and knew not what was becom ofthe mony. 
Yet he was called vpon to pay it outof hand: 
and not having w hee withall todiſcharge ſo 
valt a ſum, he was exceedingly troublcd and 
perplexed : and at length had tecours to 
Saint Donatus for counſel and help : who 
going with him to the womans graue, aitec 
tc had prayed ſome while vnio our Loid, 
{poke in this faſhion : &uphroſyna, 1 5ocomure 
and command thee in the "Name of God, to tell 
v1 Where thin ni'ft hiae the mony thy bustand 
left With thee. Preſently there was heard 3 
vatce trom the graue, whichanfwered Saint 
Donatus, and told him the piace where the 
mony was hidden, bidding bim to digg ir ſuch 
@ place, fur there be rhouli find it. Prieſentiy 
they weat to the _ alligacd, opencd the 
ground, and found the mony : and Euſtachius 
was freed from farth:r pain and trouble Saint 
Antoninus recounts that an honeft and govod 
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man having borrowed. cf his neighbor ten 


pounds : and given him vader his hand a bill 
for the paiment of it, at the time appointed 
payed it: but forgotto take an acquittance of 
him, or call for his bill:and not long atter died: 
but the deceitful creditor, beinga wan of no 
conſcience , would not permit the corps tas 
be buricd , yntil he were fſatished, , and the 
mony , for which he had the mans band to 


ſhow, wcere'payed him. The poor diſconſolat 


widow of the deceaſed paity , goes to Siint 
Donatus, and aſſures him that her buiband 
beſore bis death had payed the mony , but bad 
forgot to take in bis bill , and therfore che was 
now vninſtly trowtled , ang ber busband depri= 
wen of the laſt r1ghts and oljequies. Saint Do= 


' natus went ynto the body , that lay expoſed 


vpon the bear : and ſais vato him : ri/e wp fpe- 
edily, and anſwer for thyſelf : for this man probi= 
bits thee to be buried, The dcad man forthwithe 
atoſe , and fitting vp ſtrait onthe bear, con= 
vinced his creditor of kisfraud indenyipg the 
receit ofthe moneys, and making him deliuer 
vp his bill, tore it 1n the preſence of all : and 
then begged of Saint Donatus to let bim re- 
tuln azain tol.is reſt ; whichthe Saintgranted 
him, By theſe and other miracles he conver 
ted a great multitude of idolaters, and waged 
terrible war againſt the diuils. Which whe 
Quadrancianus , 2 prime offer of Julian the 
Apoſiata, had intelligence of : he cauſed bott 
Donatus and H1larinus to be taken, anderom 
pelled to ſacntice _ the Gods: and whet 
[6] 
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Saint Donatus Bishop and Martyr, 


the Bleſſed Saints laughed -at his manaces 


ma_— .ndrcats, temade Saint Hilarinusto be ſo 


Teo 


lorg 2nd fo often beaten with cudgels, that 


A v- he died in the torment. But Saint Donatus 
GyST. bad his mouth pitifully bruiſed with ſtones, 


and was kept cloſe for a while in a daik pri- 
ſon, and at laſt beheaded. Their bodies were 
buried nere to the city. Their -Martyrdom 
bappened vpon the ſeuenth of Auguſt in the 
year of grace ſix hundredfixty two ,and the 
ſecond of the Raign of Iulian. And although 
Saint Donatus and Saint Hilarinus conſum- 
mated their Martyrdom on the lame day : yet 


the holy Church ſolemnizes the memory of 


Saint Donatus on the day of his death: and 
of Saint H.larinus vpon the fixtieuth of luly, 
when his holy Body was tranſlated to Oftia. 
The Martyrologes make mention of Saint 


Donatus 3 to wit the Roman , and thoſe of 
Saint Bede, Saint Ado , and Uſuardus. Saint 


Antoninus alſo , Biſtop of Florence writes 


of him : and Baronius in his Annotations 


ypon the Martyrologe obſcrues that the Att 
of Saint Donatus are confuſed , as he may ſee 
that will read them in that Author. We have 


taken out that which ſeemcth to vs to be 
roſt true , and agreeing with what Eccleſi. 


aſtical and other Authors baue writtcn of the 


* Raign of Iulian, 
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THE CIVES OF SAINT 


Cyr iacys , Saint Largus, and Saint 
| Smaragdus Martyrs. 


=: HE famous Martyrdom of 5, 
+ Cyriacus Deacon, and of the 
&. Saints Largus and Smaragdus, 
"Þ)3 gathered out of the Afts of Saint 

5 Maiccllus Pope and Martyr , 


which were writen by the Notaries of the. 


Church of Rome , was in thismanner. Maxi- 
mian Emperor being returned from Airica to 


neceſſary for the ſee : intending to yy, 
them out and conſume ther with amy} 
and tedious Martyrdom, This was exec 2 
without any reſpeR or conſideration of wn \ 
trey,nobility , charge or dignity eitker in ho 
city or arwy or of apy other priviledge yh, 
ſocuer : for innumerable Chriſtian of Ul 
ſorts were heldtothe work day and nj = 
and had no reſpit given them, And 5, | 2 
thing worthy to be obſerued and reli d 
vpon,, that wheras ſo many other fat] "> 
numents and moſt magnificent and Lol 
buildings, made at vaſt expences of the En. 
perors, and with infinit labor, have bin 6 
ruined and overthrown by length of tine 
that there are but few and ſmal marks of 
them now cxtant in the world: this which 
was made by the ſweat and toil of ſo may 
glorious Martyrs, hath continued flill at leaf 
ſo muchof it, as was ſufficient to be tumeg 
into amoſt fair and gallant Church, d«diez. 
ted in the honor of our Bleſſed Lady andthe 
Angels,and now belongsto the Carthuſans 
at Rome. 

T here lived at that time in the City,  p- 
werful , rich , and moſt deyout and faithful 
Chriſtian, whoſe name was Thiaſox : who 
compaſſionating the Chriſtians that were 
kept to that moſt painful and ſervil work; 
ſecretly ſuccored them , and ſent vnto them 
what be ſaw they ſtood in want of , by gif. 
minus, Cyriacas , Largus, and Smaraglur yho. 
were all Chriſtians, Saint Marcellus,or ac« 
cording to ſome , Saint Marcelinys, Pope ha« 
ving notice of this great charity , was excee- 
dingly recreated and delighted with it : and 
ordained Siſinius and Cyriacus Deacons:ybo 
continuing their accuſtomed funQtion ofchi- 
rity ,and Carrying the vſval almes, ſentby 
Thraſon to the poor Chriſtians, were taken 
onenight by the gards and officersof Maxini- 
an;and condemned tolabor , and carry ones 
and ſand together with the reſt, The holy 
Saints vader went this labor very cheerfully, 
and were detained there for ſome tune, And 
for that among the other Chriſtiansthatweis 
working there, one was a very old man, 5 
turning: a great leruant ofGod, who beingere 
ccedingly weak and ſpent, could not carry fit 


the «15 


Rome ;for to make a vain oſtentation of his | burden with the reſt without exceſſive pun 
magnificence and power, and for to flatter | and difficulty : theſe holy Deacons offered 
Diocletian , who had made him his collegue | themſelues moſt readily arid cheerfully forto 
and afſociat in the Empire, ſet ypon 4 moſt | help and cas him , and carried his burdenÞe« 
ſatly and ſumptuous work , which heinten- | fidestheir own. This ſo great charity cauſed 
ded to build for the honor and pleaſure of | much wonder among the ipfidels, it beinga 
Diocletian : and for that he ſaw he labored in | thing altogether new and never pradized by 
yain to extinguiſh andexterminat Chriſtians | any of their Religion : for vertue has that 
by death and ſlaughter, and moſt cruel tox- | force that it makes itſelf be adwired and loved 
ments , that were dayly inflied vpon them: | euen by its enemics, Sporius a Tribune zthat 
he commanded they ſhould toileanddrudge in | was to cuerſce the work, came to Have notice 
this work , as ſlaues and contemptible people, | of it, who told it to Maximian the Ewperot 
by carrying ſtones , ſand ,and other materials | «And he gaue order that ike holy —_ 


CY 
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ſhould be taken from thence, and committed 
to the cuſtody of the Goucrnor Laodicias. 
Whilſt they were detained in priſon, it IS WON» 
Jerful how many miracles Almighty God was 
contioually workipg by Saint Cyriacus. And 
for the greater manifeſtation of Gods glory, 
the ſanity of Cyriacus , and confuſion of 
the Emperor the diuil was permitted to enter 
:nto 4rtermia, Diocletians daughter. The wic+ 
ked ſpirit tormented her molt furiouſly ,and 
cryed out that be yould not depart and leaue 
ber,vntil ſuch time as Cyriacus the Peacon ca» 
me to drive bim out, Cyriacus, as we faid,was 
io priſon , neglected and forgotten ; when 
Dioclctian commands he ſhould be ſet free, 
and brought before him: and when he came, 
he requeſted of him #0 cure bis daughter. The 
holy Deacon with great authority com- 


' manded the divil iz tbe Name and power of 


Ieſus Chriſt to depart from Artemia: which he 
4d preſently , but told him withal that ſeeing 
be drives him away from the Emperors dangh+ 
ter, be will make bim to take 4 torney into 
Perſia, Artemia remained not only free in 
bouy trom the tyrany of that wicked and cruel 
ſpirit : but alſo 1a ſoule : for ſhe was conuer- 
ted, and belicued in Chriſt And her father 
for that time was well pleaſed and content, 
and ſhowed great kKindnes to Cyriacus, being 
chiefly perſuaded therunto by the Emprels 
Serena , that was then ſecretly a Chriſtian, 
andaiterwards became 4 Martyr for the con- 
kſſion of her faith : and the Roman Martyroe 
loge markes mention of her vpon the (1xtj= 
enth of Auguſt. Not loog after there comes 
toRowe an eAmbaſlador from the King of 
Fha,todefirethe Emperor Diocletian , for 
to/end unto bim Cyriacus the Deacon , for that 
dnalignant ſpirit bad poſieſied one of bis daw- 
(bte15, and put her to exceſſiue torment ang ſaid 
tbat be Yould newer depart out of ber body, ynleſs 
the Deacon Cyriacus came for to chaſe and ex pell 
bin thence. The holy Deacon retuſed not to 
mike this long iorney , ſeing it to be the 
Eaperors will ; and that the Empreſs Serena 

<d him to vadertake it. But bis greateſt 
motive was that he confided that this voyage 
vould vety much aduance the glory of God; 

which he erneſtly defired to expoſe him- 

t9all manner of labor, toil ,and danger. 

ie went very many in his company, ſome 
U hors-back, and others inCoaches and cha- 
Its , but Cyriacus trauclled all the way on 
ſoot with his pilgrims ſtaff in his hand, fing- 
ginghymns , and Pſalms , and praiſes to our 
Lord, yatill he arrived at leogth in Perfia,and 
vas conducted vnto the King , who fell at 
lis feet with great humility and reverence ; 
nd told him the reaſon for which he had ſent 
bt him, and beſought him very erneſtly for 
h/uccor and deliwer FB, daughter Tobia that Was 
Miſedly the wil: and at the very ſame time 


that enraged ſpirit cryed out and roared moſt 
tearfully, But the Bleſſed Saint proſtrating 
himſelf on the ground , praied vnto ourLord 
withabundance of tears. Then riſing vp, in 
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the Name of Ieſus Chriſt commanded the di. 6 VS Ta 


uil to depart and lcauc that poor Princeſs. 
And he preſently obeyed , not daring nor 
being able to make any reſiſtance. This mira- 
cle moucd both the King and his daughter 
lobia to become Chriſtians : and they were 
baptized together with four hundred and 
twenty or (as it 1s in the Roman Breuiary,rce 
formed by Pope Clement the eight)four huns 
dred and thirty others. The King offered many 
rich preſents to Cyriacus : but he would ac« 
cept of none ofthem , ſaying that Chriſtians 
aid not wje to ſell the guifts of God , Which are 
wVnualuable , and can not be prixed or eſteemed 
but only by faith, He eat, only 2 litle bread, 
and drunk water with Largus and Smaragdug 
that had accompanied him , and after five 
and fourty days ay in Perſia , he departed, 
with letters from the King of Perſia to the 
Emperor Diocletian : and came to Rowe by 
ſea. The Emperor received him kindly ,and 
gaue him 4 hous todwell in; where he liued 
tor a while quictly without being molefted 
by any.Not long after Dioeletian retired from 
Rome , and Maximian remained ſtill there; 
executing continually his accuſtomed rage 


| and cruelty vpon the poor Chriſtians , of 


whom he made a moſt lamentable ſlaughter, 
Among others he commanded Cyriacus, Lars 


| gus, and Smaragdus to be taken. And one day 
as he was going with great ſtate and ſplendor 
to ſome feitiual ſhow, he made Cyriacus be 
| ſtript naked, and to walk loaden with irom 
chains before his coach, thinking therby that 
| hedid highly affrontChriſtian Religion. Thery 
; he committed them all three ynto Cartafius 
| his lieutenant , charging him to put them to 
| death, ifhe could not perſuade them to wor- 


ſhip his Gods. And that crucl Iudge having 
emploicd all his art and power for to draw 
them from the Conteſſion of Chriſt and bring 
them to'the ſuperttition of the gentils , a 

deſpairing to prevail with then, powred boys 
ling pitch vpon the head ofSaint Cyaricus.int 


which torment the Martyr, lifting vp his face 


to Heauen, ſaid Glory be to thee Lord God, 


' ho makeſt me Worthy to ſuffer for thy boly 


Name. The Iudge not content with this, vied 
other no leſs cruel and barbarous means for 
to torment Saint Cyriacus , and difiointed 
eaery limm and memberot him vpon the racks 
and he perpetuall demanded the'grace and 
aſſiſtance of Almighty God, for to bear coura- 
giouſly and oyercom his painsand torments ? 
which the divine Goodnes granted him | 
and made him conqueror ouer the tyravtand 
all his inventions and ſtratagems, wherby he 


| thought to oppreſs his faith ad courage. Ar 


kkpgth 


PP 


4 


lengthMaximian gaue ſentence that he ſhould | 


== be beheaded together with Largus, Smarag- 


dus , and twenty others , wen and women. 


A V- The ſentence was exccuted without the walls 
GVS Te of Rome in the way Salaria, nere the gardens 


of Saluſtius. Their Bodies were buricd by a 
Godly Prieſt, named Tobz on the fixticath 
of March , which was the day of their Mar- 
tyrdom. Afterwards Saint Marcellus Pope , 
with the holy Matron Lucina, tranſlated them 
on the eighth of Auguſt , into a more decent 
place inthe way Oftia. And the Church keeps 
their feaſt on this day of their Tranſlation. 
The Rowan Martyrologe , venerable Bede, 
Vſuardus , and Saint Ado make mention of 
them. Cardinal Baronivs ſpeaks of them in 
the ſecond tome of his Annals. And what we 
haue ſaid here is taken for the greateſt part, 
as we faid in the beginning , out of the Ads 
ot Saint Marcellus, whoſe fcalt is on the f{1x- 
ticath of January. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Romanus Martyr. 


Kketh4 commemoration of Saint Ro- 
A. manus Martyr , on the cue of Saint 
Laurence, which is the ninth of Auguſt, This 
blefled man was firſt 4 foldier of Valerian Em- 
cror ; and aſſiſting at the Martyrdom of Saint 
 petekumpten amazcdand aſtoniſhed to be- 
hold that ſtout and valiant champion to be 
full of Courage and IOy in the cxtremity of 
torments : apd to: h-ar him thazk our Lord 
fer bawing the honor to ſuffer for bis holy Na 
me: at the very time that he was ſiretcht ypon 
the rack, and his limms were pulled 4 under, 
and his ficſh cor from the bone with ſcorpi. 
ons and claws of iron. Immediatly after he 
behe1d-4 moſt beautitul yong man to ſtand by 
the Martyr, and to ſwape and bathe his 
wounds, and wipe away the ſweat from his 
face, Cauſed by the vehemency and ſbarpnes 
afthe torments,Saint Romanus was ſtrangely 
moued by this fi hr , and thinking that yoog 
man tobe an Angel ſent tion Hcaucn for to 
con:fort and encourage Saint Laurence, was 
conuinced in bis mind that that Religion muit 
be true and moſt excellent , which afforded 
ſo much ſtrength and ivy to thoſe who made 
profeſſion of it, amidſt ſu-b horrid and vn- 
ſufferable pains and torments. Wherupon 
drawing as ner as he could to Saint Laurens 


GVST, T HE holy Church , our Mother, ma- 


al, the world , by that liuing flame which burned 


59% Saint Cyriacus,and S. Largus,and S.Smaragdus Martyr; 


ce , he told hia what he had ſeen : 

he was reſolued to becom Chris _ Et 
begging his aſſiſtance humbly belought hi 'Y 
not to neglef7 or forſake lim. The \ Arn, 1 
Mattyr telt greater ioy thep can be expreſſed Cy 

for what Romanus had told him : ang noe Hi 
being then in cale to return him an gnſye na 
in words, ſhowd bythe lerenity of his _ 
tenance that he would ſatisfy his deſire, After Hy 
i while Saint Laurence was taken from Fa rol 
torture , and Committed to the cuſtody of 
Hippolytus , who ſecretly was 2 Chriſtian, can 
Whilſt he was here , Romanus found meang knc 
to com to him and caſting hiaſelt at his teet, 7 
with wonderful erneſtnes and deuotion my. con 
de humble requeſt vnto him that he woulg fore 
baptize him : tor which purpoſe he had bro. | 
ught with him a baſen of water.$. Laurence 
took: the water , bleflcd it , and baptizedRo. 
wanus: W herot Valerian came tohave lpecdy 
intelligence,who gaue order he ſhould befrſt 
beaten with cudgels,and then brought before 
him. And as he came , betore the wicked ty- 
rant ſpoke one word vato him , Romanug 
cryes out aloud : F am 2 Chriſtian.Which put 
the Emperor into 1uch I chate , that he gaye 
ſenrence preſently to haue him beheaded, 
Which was executed accordingly : for theyled 
him out of the gate Salaria , and there cut of 
his head on the ninth of Auguſt. And juſt» 
nusa holy Prieſt. ſecretly in the night rook 
away his Body , and buried it in the ficld 
Verano. This is in bricf the Martyrdom of 
Saint Romanus, related in the Ads of Saint 
Laurence. | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT LAVRENG 
Martyr. 
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=« HE Martyrdom of the mol v 
FP oallant and invincible warciot® 
Gi ot lelus Chrilt, Saint Laurcoce, 
22 the honor andglory of Spain, 
PIE T {o remarkable , ſo famous 
renowned in the Church of God ;that the 
reat Door and holy Father Saint Augultn, 
Vaks thus of him : Saint Lawrence is jog 
2s for bis Martyrdom , that the wniue)} 
Church bas bin enlightned by bis pajj6on. Saunt 
Laurence bath giuen light to the Church andh 


within him , and by the fire that exteriourl ts 
ſumed bis body, be has warmed the barts of 
faithful Chriſtians. This Door and dive!s 


others , haue ſet down in their writings 
; particu 
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Saint Laurence Martyr. 


icular things of his ſufferings : out of | 


hom ,as likewiſe out of the ats and monu- 
ments of his Martyrdow, and the Many1olo« 
PF" + which do treat ofhis lite and pretious de- 
vp” by we will gather this relation, 
caint Laurence Was 2 Spaniard , born at 
Hueſcain the Kingdom ofAragon,His fathers 
name was Orentizs ,and his Mothers P atien- 
1ig, both of them Saints , and the Church of 
Huclca keeps their feaſt , the Roman Marty- 
ologe makes mention of them on the firſt of 
May. Of bis infancy , his youth, and how he 
came to Rome , no mention is made, We only 
Lnow that he was Archdeacon of the Church 
i Rome , and that Pope Sixtus the ſecond 
committed vato him the cuſtody of the trea» 
fares of the Church , which conſiſted of cer- 
in ſus of money deſigned for maintaining 
the Clergy and Miniſters of the ſaid Church, 
-nd the relief ot the poor , as alſo of ſome 
ich veſſels of gold and filuer , and pretious 
weaſils for the ſeruice of the Altar. The 
perſecution was at that time very hot gnd tu- 
rious againſt Chriſtians vader the tyrant Ur- 
krian; who ſeized vpon the Pope Saint Six 
ws, And as the officers led him to priſon + 
Gint Laurence , deſirous to be Companion 
od partaker with him in that ſacrifice , asa 
Deacon with his Pricſt,a child with his deareſt 
kther , met him in the way, and being all on 
fre to dy for the loue of Icfus Chritt , with 
infut ſobbs and tears begged of him that be 
Would not Jeaue bim behind, but take bim along 
kith bim , that by 4 temporal death be might 
yurchaſe an eterzal life, and alleadging divers 
athet motiues and reaſons , which are recor« 
&ed by Saint Ambroſe, and haue alredy bin ſet 
downby vs in the life and Martyrdom ot Saint 
Sixtus. His prayers and tears moued the holy 
Pope to great tendernes and compaſſion, and 
comforting him he foretold with 4 prophetical 
ſpirit that be was alſo Joon after to dy for own 
Lud.and that bis ſuff erings should be great, bis 
laments very Sharp , ana his vitiory ower the 
hrant moſt glorious : then recommending 
Mto him to diſtribute the treaſures of the 
Church among the poor , took bis leaue of 
lim, Saint Laurence for to comply with the 
commands of the Chicf and ſouerain Pa- 
or, and to rid himſelf of farther care of 
kmporal goods , that they might put no 
top to his defired crown of Martyrdom ; 
vent preſently to ſeek out with all diligence 
tte poor-Chriſtiansthat lay hidden for tear 
tyrant, for torelicue and comfortthem 
Viththe almes of the Church, He entred firſt 
tothe hous of Cyriacad holy widow, that 
Vloarly affifted withamoſt intolerale pain 
ther head : and maintained ſecretly in her 
wany Chriſtians and ſome of the Cler- 
},that had fled thither. The firſt thing which 


Laurence did here athis catrance, was + 


. Tom. 2, 


to caſt himſelf at the feet of theſe Chriſtians, 
and to waſh them with wonderful great hus 
mility, Which when he had don , with the 
ſame hands, wherwith he had waſhed the 
feet of the ſeruants of God , he firſt madethe 
fign ofthe Croſs, andthen touchtthe head of 
Cyriaca; and preſently wiped away all the 
pain that tormented her , leauing her whol 
and ſound, And having given large alms a« 
mong the poor that were there ; he went to 
the hous of Narciſſus,alſo 4 Chriſtian : where 
finding a great multitude of the faithful , that 
were much affrighted, troubled , andperple« 
xcd by reaſon ot the horrible perſecution, he 
comforted, exhoited and encouraged them ; 
then waſhed their feet, and diſtibuted good 
almes ainongſt them , and gaue fight to one 
Creſcentius, a blind man by making the fign 
of the Croſs vpon his eyes, From thence he 
betook himſelf to the caue of Nepotianus , 
where three and ſeventy Chriſtians, men and 
women , lay hidden. Whom he faluted with 
the kiſs of peace, ſhedding many tears; and 
hauing waſhed the feet of the men, there bets» 
ween them diſpoſed of what he had yetleft 
of the treaſure of the Church. Here amon 

others he eſpyed J#Zinzs ,a holy Pricſt, that 
had bin ordained by Pope Sixtus. Saint Lau- 
rence fell down at his feet for to kiſs them, 
out ot his greatreſpe tothe degree of Pricſt- 
hood, ſuperior to his of Deacon : Fuſtinus 
likewiſe threw himſelf vpon the ground, to 
kiſs Saint Laurence his feet: and in this man- 
ner both of them lay proſtrate with a holy 
and religious ſtrife, whether of them ſhould 
do the other that honor and reſpe& , to kiſs 
his feet. At laſt Saint Laurence prevailed: 
and Iuſtinus permitted him to fatisty his deus= 
tion; perſuading himſclf that this yas the will 
of God: and that it was not fitting by ſtanding 
longer out ,to contriſt ate the Saint , who by this 
humility vas preparing bimpelf for Martyrdopt., 
In theſe holy exerciſes did Saint” Laurence 
ſpend that night , performing exafly the 
commands and orders of Saint Sixtus; whont 
the next morning he ſaw to be led toexecus 
tion ; and preſently running vp vnto him] 
cryed out with 2 loud and Colefull voices 
leaue me not f 0 boly Fatber, for I bane alredy 
executed your commands , and diſtributed 
among the poor the treaſures you committed tq 
my charge. 
The officers of Iuſtice hearing Saint Laus 
rence ſpeak of treaſures, laid hands ypon him 
preſently , and when they had ſecured him, 
auc intelligence of what they had heard him 
fay , to the Emperor. This was moſt joyful 
tidings to the tyrant , who expeted nowta 
ſatisfy his moſt couctous mind with the wes 
alth and riches ofthe Church ; and withal; ta 
deprive Saint Laurence of a more rich and 
precious treaſure of faith , by making him 46 
P p adore 


adore his falſe Gods ; and by his example to 
draw the reſt of the faithiul to the ſame impie- 
ty. Saint L.aurcnce was giuen in cuſtody to 
Hypolytus a gentleman; and he committed 
him priſoner together with divers others. In 
this priſon was one Lucilius , who having 


* bin detained a long time in that fad and lo- 


athſom gaol, did ſo continually lament his 
misfortune , that with much weeping he 
became quite blind. Saint Laurence counſel- 
led him #2 believe in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
and he following this wholſom aduice , re- 
covered the ſight both of body and foule. 
The fame of this miracle was preſently noy- 
{cd abroad, and the report of it made many 
blind perſons have recours vnto the priſon 
Where Saint Lauience was, for to demand 
remedy ot him : and he cured them all by ma- 
king vpon their eyes the fign ct the holy 
Croſs. Hippolytus beholding the wiraclcs 
which Saint Laurence w1ovught , took an al- 
te&ion to him , and diſcourhong with him fa- 
wiliarly , delired him 10 ai/cower Where be 
ha1tind:ahis treaſures.This wasan excellent 
oCcefion for the holy Deacon to preach vnto 
Hippolytus the tauhot Jeſus Chriſt. Wherfore 
he ſais vnto him, 0 Hippolytus , if thou Wilt be- 
liewe in God the father Almighty , and in bis 
Son Jejus Chnift , do promis the? that J Ya 
both sbuly thee thenteaſures ,and Which is more, 
alſo eternal life, *bich thu +Lalt be mate parta- 
ker of and lo by litle andlit)e opened vnto him 
the wyſtcrics of our faith, and the vaualuable 
treaſures which Ged, kath laid vp 1n heaucn 
and keeps for his ſervants. And with this 
diſcours the light of Hcauen entripg uto the 
ſoule of Hippulytus,:c was infine cunvetted, 
and with all his tamily , that conthitted ot nin- 
tcen perſons \, recciued huly Baptitm ; and 
our Lord was plcaled to favor bim fo much 
as to let him ſec the condition of thoſe happy 
Soules that were regenczatcd by Baptiſc : 
which he beheld mot ioyt.l and moſt beau- 
tiful. Sooh after , Valerian ſends for Saint 
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manded Hippolytus,to keep Lawrence company 
Wt erſjuencr be Went, and neuer tolet bim go 
oat of 4s fizbt,during theſe three 4735.10 which 
thuc Saint Laurence pathered topiiher all the 
bi.n\l,lame, and poor people that he could 
find , and, as Metaphraſtes ſais , put them 
ypon camels and into wagous, that were ſent | 


Saint Laurence Martyr. 


him for to bring to the Emperor the trea 
and coming with them ſaid , betold rages 
treaſures of the Church : for, as Saint Ambrole 


ſpeaks, tho/e , in Wlom the dinine Maiefly duh Ay 
reſide , theſe that are adornea Yith the faith ayg6? 


grace of Chriſt , by Yhoje bands our aime; ar 
conucied into beauen , for to purchaſe (y m 
there eternal Yealth and riches , ae tral th 
treaſures of the Chutch. 

A man can not conceiue what 3 rage and 
paſſion the ty1ant fell into, ſeing bimſelſchys 
lavghed at ,and truſirated of his greedy bo. 
pes: and with what tury and ciuelty he com> 
manded Saint Lautence to be {iript andtorm 
with whips called icorpions. Apgthe more to 
terrify and dant his courage, he cauled al 
wanncr of inſtruments w hich vie tobe ems 
ploied in the torments of Martyrs ,tobehro, 
vght thither beforc him, that he might aſe 
himſelf that he was to experience the rigor 
and cxtremitity of them all, if he did nuthy 
i timely ſubmiſſion pacify. the Emperor 
wrath : but the tout and experienced wari. 
our of Ielus Chriſt was nothing appaled a 
this horrid and frightful fight. For bis battyy 
{o on fire with the Joue ot his Lord, that what 
ſoeucr pain and torture he couldbe put ya, 
{cemed ];ght andeafſy vnto him in regadof 
what he defired tocndare: as with a re 
and generous courage he told the tyrant 
doeſt thou think, Yicked Wretch, ſais he wato 
bim , to dawnt me With theſe torment:?I Wull 
bane thee know that they are terments for thee 
ard cumports for me , Which for & longtime 
haue defired in my bart. I haue eu vihed t 
be ſuting at bis bord, and feajling vpun the 
daintits, Then he was led to the palace Joaded 
with jon chaines, where after the tyranthad 
demanded off him the treaſures , and bidd 
him/anifix to the Gods, and not to wafide is 
the wealth and riches that be had boarded wh, 
for that they could not deltwer bim fromthe tas 
ments prepared for bim, the Mattyr anſweed 


with a quict and ſtaicd mind. 7 confide wh 


in the treaſures of heauen which are the goidua 
and mercy of my God: whe: ith 1 an (av 
that be Will protef/ and jecure my ſoule, thu 
my body be expeſed to the rigor of tameath 
Vpon this the tyrant made him be moſt cv 
eily icourged with rods and wands,andattt 
chatto be liited vp in the air , and plates 
icon fiery hot , glowing and ſpark|ing,tobe 
clapt vato his f1Jes: whulſt the glorious Mar 
tyr in the mean time derided him for 
ting bis malice in vain, and told him tha 
be felt not bis torments. Then turning bi 
toAlmightyGod,he gaue him thanks andp® 
yedin this manner : my Lord Teſws Cbri' #4 


| God , and ſon of the lining G01 4 might) 00e 


mercy on thy poor ſeruant , v9 Eeing ew 


| bath not denied thee., and being examined bath 


confeſſed thee, The greater demoniration 
T 2 ou 


LL 
Ve | 
iT, 


atience and ioy that the Martyr gaue, the 

the tyrant (well with rage, and im- 
wy ung the eff. &s of heauenly grace to art ma- 
Ay - 1 excl:m<d againft him and laid : thox art 


more did 


Saint Laurence Martyr. 


rous tyrant, nut content to have ſo often and 
{o horribly worn out the invincible champi- 


Martyrdom. The moſt vn human and barba-' 


TY 


WR Ry OI , ON wi 


rician , ans by the force an ſletght of that 
xy thu mockeſt and makeſt A teſt of theſe 
tments « but 1 do ſwear by the immortal Goas, 
bat either #h0u sbalt ſafe to t/ em, or thalt 
be put onto jo many ana ſuch horrible and fear!ul 
ments , that meuer man bath yet enaured the 
hb, Towhom the brauc and ſtout champion 
[eplyed very calmly and couragiouſly : thy 
trments Will have an end : and 1, in the Na- 
of my Lora Jeſus Chriſt , baue no fear nor 
oe | hem, Do What thou ball 4 mind 
gpprebenſi.n of 1 :m.D 
unto , and relent not or Weary thyſelf in the ou- 
nap 1H0u canſt prafliſe ypon me. This anſwer 
"alt him into an intolerable chate and fume, 
yheifore be commanded the Martyr to be 
beaten with plummet {taues, vntull his whol 
body was bruiſed and rent. Saint Laurcnce 
renewing his prayer: begged of the divine 
Majeſty to 1eceine h1s ſoule, «And preſently 
there was heard a voice coming from heauen 
which told him , that there remained yet much 
mare for bu to ſuffer. This voice was heard by 
al|that were thre preſent, and by the tyrant 
tinſelf, wbo turning kimſelf to the people 
kid, 0' Romans ; do you not ſee how the diuls 
þ het and encourage this ſacrilegious fell? 
wo dirides both Gods and Emperors, and has 
wreſt:# for their deity and Mateſly , nor for 
the /owerarnty an power of the others : nor any 
fear r a prebenſion of torments. Then being 
vite out of hunleit , and madd with anger 
and indignation , be commanded he ſhould 
be ſtrecht out again vponthe rack , and haue 
exery member difiointed , and his fleſh torn 
n peeces with 1con hooks and other inſtru- 
ments. And the Martyr in the mean while 
vith 2 cheerful countenance thanked « ur 
Lord, and from 2 bart, iu:l of loue and Col. 
fence, vttered theſe words Bleſied be thow, 
t God , the Father of my Lord leſus Chriſt 
farthy great mercy tuWvards me, Who do ſo latte 
tiſerut it, Gront ws o Lord ,for thy only good- 
we, thy grace that ak bere prelent may knuW 
that tho aban:02ft not thy ſernants, but giueſ 
them comfort ang conſolation in their ſuff erings 
md affiHions, And 1mmedatly there Coms 
at Angel trom heaven , that refreſhes Saint 
Laurence, and gives him eas in his torments, 
and with 4 ſoit linnencloth wipes away the 
lweat from his tace, and the blood trom his 
wounds, Romanus, one of the loldiers, beheld 
thisfpeQacle , and ſaw the Angel cxerciling 
this charnable office towards the Martyr : 
and being inſpired and enlightned by the 
ly Ghoſt, took his occaſion to draw nere 
t Saint Laurence , and to demand of him 
boly Baptilm , which he receiucd from his 
» and not long after wascrowned with 


himſelf in his blood and' pain, which he to 
po(lonatly loved, reſolued to ſpend the whol 
night in t-king revenge , and wreaking his 
vtmolt malice ypon him. And tor this purpoſe 
calls for all forts of inſtruments wherwnh 
they vicd to torment Maityrs,and made them 
be laid at his feet , intending to-make vſe of 
them all in renting , tearing , and miſuſing 
with all manner of barbarous cruelty the 
body of the conſtant Martyr ; which ſcarce 
hung together,ſo ſpent and conſumed it had 
bin with former outrage, The tyrant then 
fitting 10 his chair , asked Saint Laurence 
X bat countrey man he Was. And the Saint res 
plyed. «As for my countrey I am 2 Spaniard, ut 
baue bin brought vp at Rome jrem my childbood, 
baptized and inſtruflel in the buly and dining 
la. A dtuine lay indeed, (ais the tyrant, x bich 
hath taught thee to mock at the gods, and maks 
Slight of torments. Ard the holy Martyr repli- 
| <d :4n the Name and wertue of Teſws Chriſt T 
' fear not thy torments. And when the other 
threatned that be Yowl4 ſpend that Whol night 
 inimflifing on him nt pains , if be flood out, 
and rifuſed to offer ſacrifice to the Gods 1 
the Martyr made anſwer : if it beſo, then will 
this night be moſs clear and reſplendent wnto 
me , full of ivy ann contentment , and free from 
ai darknejs or ſaines. Atlaſtthe tyrant come 
wanded 4 bed oficon ,in torm of a giidiron 
to be prepared, proportionableto the Saints 
Body,and a ſlow tire to be made vnderit,that 
by degrees he might burn and waſt awayin 
it ,and dy alingring but moſt painful deaths 


| The exccutioners withail cxpedition prepare 


this hard bed, and rake out coales for to put 
vnder it ; then ſtripping the Blefſed Deacon, 
dilcoucr to the view of all there preſent his 
ſacred Body molt pitifully mangled,torn,and 
gaping with wide wounds, made in it by for- 
mer torments. And ſo layd him down and 
ſtretched him ypon the gridicon. The tyrants 
| countenance was fell . and as A ſauage-beaſt, 
 thiitiog after blood, he roared and foamed 
at the mouth with rage and fury. The execu« 
tioners were buſy and molt a&iuc in kindling 
the fice, the ſpectators ſtood amazed at the 
Martyrs conſtancy : the Angels retoyced , bee 
bolding fuch 4 miracle of vertue- and fortitue 
dc. And the hart of Saint Laurence was moſt 
meck, humble, louing , and refign'd to the 
good pleaſure of our Lord, with whom he 
cntertained himfclf amidit theſe moſt violent 
and ſearching torwents, and faid voto bim;; 
receize , 0 my God, this [aiurifice of mine is 
odor of ſy eetnes. And the divine Maicſty,which 
is mott faithful , furnifhed bis champion, with 
vigor and courage tor to refilt the tyrants 
tury, 
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on with variety of torments : for to drerich @ ys, 
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Saint' Latirence Martyr, 


andtherigor of the torments: vpholding the 
wezknes of his fleſhby the patience which he 
communicated vnto his mind : and by his 
champion Saint Laurence, made life for to 
waſier death ; and the faith of Ieſus Chriſt to 
trivwph over all the powers of hell. To be- 
hold the vndaunted courage and generous 
reſolution of Saint Laurence; a man wceuld 
not have thought that he was ſiretcht out 
vpon 4 hard bed cf iron ,and that he was broi- 
led witha flow fire : but that he was lying at 
his cas 1n 4 bed of down , and entertained 
with all ſorts of regaloes. Forlooking vpon 
the tyrant he ſpcke vnto him with wonder- 
tul n-agnavimity and valiantnes of hart: come 
bither miſerable man , and ſee that my body is 
ſufficiently roaſted on one fade , turn now the 
other , and eat of my fle:h Shat thou findeſt to 
be beſt roaFed and meſt tender : for thou maiſt 
ſooner glut thyſel f of this meat, then ſatisfy thy 
wn/atiate hunger and greedines of the riches and 
treaſures of the Church, Xbich are alredy con- 
weved into beauen by the hands of the poor. O 
Jorious Saint Laurence | o ſtout and inuinci- 
le ſoldier of IESUS CHRIST !is your 
body made of ſtone, or your fleſh of iron or 
braſs? hauc you loſt all feeling ,and arc be- 
come inſenfible ofpain ? can torments cauſe 
you no dolors. Alas, bleſſcd Saint, you are ca- 
pable of pain , and do fcel your doiors as 
much as other men. You felt the iron hooks 
that flayed your body : and the flaming tor- 


ches , and glowing plates that burnt your fi-- 


des :and you feel now the ſoft fire that with 
a ſlow and lingering, but yet intolerable tor- 
ment conſumes your body. But the loue you 
bauc for your Maſter and Captain , and your 
ardent deſire of dying for his ſake, who loſt 
his life for you is ſo great and fo powerful 
in your ſoulc :that in ſmarting pangs you find 
comfort , in torments delipht, and in a cruel 
and paintul death a moſt happy lite. For by the 
light of faith you do diſcover that cternal 
bappines which expeRs you, and hauipg tycd 
yourſelf faſt vnto your beloued, you will ne- 
ver quitt the hold which you have once taken. 
This light doth fo fortify you , and this loue 
doth fo tranſport you into God, that the ex- 
ceſſve greatnes of content and joy of mind 
doth ſurpaſs , oucrcom, extenuat , and in a 
manncr annihilate the violence, and rigor 
of that outrage which the tyrant by all his 
torments praRizeth ypon your body. The ho- 
ly Door Saint Avguſtia , conſidering and 
admiring the ſpirit and conſtancy ot Saint 
Laurence , ſpeaketh thus. Laurence did burn 
With the defire of Teſus C rift, and therfore felt 
mot the torments of the per ſecutor. For the grea- 
ter the fermor of faith is , ſo much leſs becums the 
1igor of the pain. The material fire burned the 
body of Saint Lawrence : but the lowe of our Sa: 


wiour which as burning i his bart , allayes 


| the fury of thoſe roging flumes, Ani they 


his lody as conſumen into asbes , the fg I 
of bis impregs able ſaith was nothizs at al 3 
ted. And Saint Am bicſe bath hel} ” 
of him. The glorious eMartyr Was boar... 
the flames of the battarous t) eros, : 
of dinine lone Yas far more atttue and Nai 
that inivardly turned bis bart : and nutiths 
ſtaniing the Yicked Emperor fumented tis fre 
Y:th ney ſevel , for tv encreas as Yell the fla 
mes as his torments : yet Saint Laurence bury. 
ing in @ hotter (ornace of| faith,ſl:gbted thepuing 
Which Were cauſed ly other fue, And Wbilft by 
rewolued in his mind the commandments of Ga 
be eſteemed his torments to be areſrechmeiit and 
a comfort. When the houre was at lens 
come that our Lord intended to crown hin 
tor ſo ſignal and glorious a vittory , which 
himſclt had granted him the grace to wing; 
Saint Laurence began anew to prais [cſus 
Chiiſt,and to rejoice and exult in him,ſayi 

I gine thee thanks my Lond and my Gu the 
thou baſt made me Worthy to enter thegater 
eternal felicity. And baving aid this be erd, 
his lite, and rendred vp his bleſſed Scale, 
which mounted vioious and triumphant 
into heauen , for to receive the recompence 
and reward which it had merited vponearh, 
and blazcth forth a greater brightnes and 
luſtre , then did the fire and flames that conk 
med his body. Early in the morning, Hippo- 
lytus and Iuſtinus a Prieſt took his facxt 
Corps, and buried it in a. manourbclonging 
to the widow Cyriaca, whom Saint Laurence 
badcured , in the way to Tivoli. Some other 
Chriſtians repaired tothe ſame place, andre- 
mained there three days, faſting , watching, 
praying and weeping continually at the &- 
pylcher of the holy «Archdeacon, that hadbin 
ſo charitable and beneficial vnto thew,Atite 
end of three days , Ivftinus celebrated Mak 
and communicated all that were there pie- 
ſent : after which they ſeparated thealclues, 
for that ſome notice was taken oftheir mee- 
ting. 

This is the Martyrdom of Saint Laurence, 
ſo renowned and ſo illuſtrious , that it ſes 
toenlighten and inflame the whol world;aod 
leaues tothe Catholick Church fo famowi 
triumph and remarkablc a trophee of hisglo 
ry;thatall faithful Chriſtians hauc init alive 
ly pourtrait of his vertues and perfeions ot 
their example and imitation. For hoy gred 
and admirable, do we think, wasthe chaſtity 
of this holy Leuite , who in his youth ws 
eſtecmed woithy in regard of it ,to be was 
Archdeacon of the Church of Rome,diſpoſt 
of the Blood of Ieſus Chriſt , and diltributer 


of the Churches treaſures? how commenda* 


ble his fidelity in diſperſing the gOOCs that 


were Ccmmitted to his charge ? how waive 


lous hu | indilabuſipg the t rant a0d 
5 tus prudence indifabuſipgthe tronlet 
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dence in diſabuſing the tyrant, and ma- 
l kim to vnderitand that the treaſures 
o Chriſt are neither gold , nor filver, 
nor pretious ſtones , but the | ſoules of the 


: Githful, 1N whom he abideth? what an ar- 


{nt and inflamed deſire bad he of dying for 
leſys Chriſt, his Lord? what tears did he ſhed 
hathe was not permitted to be partner and 
companion with Saint Sixtusin his Martyr- 
44n?what profound humility did he teſtify in 
qaſhing and kiſſing the teet of the poor? what 
1 affured bope ofeternal life , and how many 
pledges and earneſts had he of the ſame? 
vhatpatience in his ſufferings? what ioy in 
bis torments ? what contempt of all that is 
carth , and what an cſteem and pa- 
fonate deſire of heaven ? what a cordial 
ind vchement loue of God ? how grateful 
ys he ynto him , and what an incitimable 
tencfit did he eſteero it,to be made worthy to 
loſe his life for him, who for his loue bad 
{given bis own : and to be conſumed with 
yr fre vpon 4 gridiron for his glory, who 
hroing with the eternal flames of his divine 
bye dyed for his ſake vpon 4 Crols ? theſe 
we the yertues we are to imitate in Saint 
Larence: with the fragrant odor wherofthe 
Church is parfumed cucn to this very day, 
riojcing and entertaining herſelf with his 
by memory : which liucs and floriſhes, and 
continually flociſhin the world: wheras 
te wicked Iudges , and moſt cruel Princes 
wdtyrants , that tormented and put him to 
tath, are buried in eternal darknes, never 
neationed or ſpoken off butto their infamy, 
yith reproach and deteſtation. It were neuer 
take an end, if we would gather together 
tte praiſes , wherwith the holy fathers and 
ftorsdo moſt highly extoll this moſt ſtout 
wdvaliant wartiour and Martyr of IESVS 
CHRIST. Saint Ambroſe and Saint 4ugu- 
ſin have written very largely and copioully 
ohim, Saint Lea Pope writes that Rome is 
"ks bowored by the «Martyrdom of Saint 
Lurence , then Teruſalem by Saint Stephens, 
YntMaximusequalls him with the ApoBles, 
ant Peter Chrytologus, Mctapbraſtes and o- 
ſierswrite of him with infinit commendation 
ud admiration of his vertue and courage. 
and Aurelius Prudentius bath dmnacty a 
Cidedin verſe his braue combats and viao- 
let: and addes that Saint Lawrence bis death 
Mud the Jeath and deſtru#1on of 1dolatrows 
fition and of the vain and ſacrilegious 
Wnrblp of ſalſe Gods. That from the day ,in 
Which be ſuffered, paganiſme began to decay and 
al, aud Chriſtian Religion to gainground aud 
' forirh,; for although fighting like 4 valiant 
mmander ond Captain of our Lora, be died 
inthe batt gil yet he gaue az witer defeat and 
Wertbrolp to the enemy in the field. And per- 


laps this is the reaſon why the Church keeps | 


Tom. 2+ 


Saint Laurence Martyr. 


his feaſt ſolemnly, with vigil , oQtaue, parti- 
cular and proper Maſſes aud prayers ; for the 
benefit ſhe received by his triumphant death, 


andthe victory which thereby ſhe gained a» @Gys 7, 


gainſt idolatry.The EmperorConſtantin built 
in his honor a moſt ſtatly Church at Rome in 
agro Verano,where he Jyes buried , which is 
one of the ſeyen Churches and principal Sta« 
tions of the city. Saint Damaſus Pope built 
him an other very famous and Collegial 
Church, And beſides,there are yet three more, 
one in the priſon where he was detained, an 
other in the place where he was burnt, and 


the third in a place where is kept I great part 


of his moſt pretious Relicks : to ſay nothing 
of divers others, that do bear his Name, and 
which anciently were dedicated ynto him. In 


Italy feyeral citics haue the CathedralChurch 


dedicated in theName and vnder the prote&i- 
on of Saint Laurence. S, Pulcheria Empreſs 
built him a very magnificentChurch at Con- 
{tantinople : and placed therin fome of his 
ſacred Relicks : which was afterwards enhar- 
ged and beautified by Iuſtinian Emperor. 
This worthy Levite and glorious Martyr is 
highly reuerenced with moſt ſingular deyoe 
tion in Spain, in France, andother countreys 
and provinces of Chriſtendom, And: in our 
time his Catholik Maieſty of Spain, Philip 
the ſecond, made 4 moſt ſamptuous and mage 
nificent Church for himin the Eſcurial,wore 
thy the greatnes and piety of ſo powerful'J 
Monark. For in this Church there are fo ma- 
ny rarethings, that a man knows not whicty 
to admire moſt: whether the great vertue of ſo 
many Religious perſons ofthe Order of Saint 
Hicrom; or the ftatly buildings of the place, 
or the number of moſt fair and pretious Re- 
licks that arc honored there, with the moſt 
coſtly and magnificent ſhrines wherin they 
are kept : or the excellent books of an incom- 
parable library,which this great Prince cauſed 
to be moſt plentifully ſtored and furniſhed 3 
or infine the Colledg and Seminary which 
he founded there : belides innumerable ather 
rarities which do exceedingly adorn and be= 
autify the place. | 
Saint Gregory Pope gaue for a great trea- 
ſure and moſt pretious Relick , 3 pecce of 
the gridiron , wheron Saint Lauzence was 
broiled 1 and the ſame holy father writes a 
yery markable thing, for to ſhow with what 
rcucrence God will have this holy Martyr ho- 
nored ypon carth:to wit that when Pelagius 
Pope , his Predeceſſor , went about to repair 
_ Saint Laurence his tomb, it hap= 
pened that the ſacred Body came caſually to 
be diſcouered and ſeen: but all whoſoever 
beheld and ſaw it, whether they were Reli« 
gious or ſeculars, or workmen , or of what 
condition ſoeuer , died within ten days, not 
one of them ſuruiuing any longer. Saint Gre- 
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ED | 
gory of Tours relateth divers miracles ofthis 
10, boly Martyr, and amongſt them, one , which 
Av Venantius Fortunatus, a graue and ancient 
© author deſcribcs in verſe. Ina certain village 
GVST. of Jialy , called Brionar,the Paſtor of the pla- 
ce intending t7 repair the Church , which 
was dedicated to Saint Laurence,commanded 
all materials tobe procured,neceſſary for the 
work, among the timber there chanced to be 
4 beam or rafter ſo ſhort that it could not be 
ſeruiceable. The Curate addrefſed himfelt 
reſently to SaintLaurence and beſought him 
LC with many tears: that /eing he bad in 


moon 


bis life time bin wonderfully chanitatle to the | 


poor, be would nov take compaſſion of his pouer- 
ty , and ſupply his vant: for h: had not WherWi- 
thal to buy an other peece of timber. —— 
the bearn became euen longer then was necel - 
fary tor the place , for whichit was deſtined, 
ſo that they were forced to cut 4 peece cff 
for to make it victul ; and the peopiec gathe» 
red vp the chippings, and kept them as Re- 
licks, and our Lord wrought great miracles 
by them, giuing ſight to the blind, and curing 
ſcueral Hfeaſes.T he Martyrdom of Saint Lau- 
rence was on the tenth of Auguſt in the year 
two bundred fixty one, inthe Raign of Vale- 


Saint Laurence Martyr. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT TIBY&Tws 
Matyr, 


S454 HE glorious Martyr Sainte. 

Mo baſtian, by his preaching cons 
© ucrted very many of the prine 
3 genticy and nobility at Rowe 
vnto the faith of Chriſt and 
reſt perſuaded alſo Chromstins 


awonglit the 


| Gouurnor of the city to become 4 Chriſtian, 


This Chtomatius was of a moſtnoble ext. 
ion , wonderfully honored and refpefedh 

all for his greit authority, power, and wellth 
and kept a vaſt family. Who coming to 
deritand that Tranquilinus , the tather cfthe 
holy Martyrs Maik and Maicellian , washe. 
com Chiittian ,and by means of holy Baps 
tilm was cured ot the gout, wherewith he had 


rianus and his ſon Galienus : as appears by 
an epiſtle of Saint Cyprian to Succeſſus, in 
number the eighticth , wherin he writes that 
Saint Sixtus Was AMartyred that yecr , and 
as weſaid before, he ſuffered but three days 
before Saint Laurence, Alſo the holy Deacon 
| Pontivs,compagnion and diſciple of the ſame 
*Saint Cyprian , who hath written his Mar- 
tyrdom , ſais that he as alſo martyredin the 
Jame year With Saint $1xtur, Which Was the ſe- 
" #enth of the Raign of Valeian ;as is well ob- 
{crved by Cardival Baronius. Whence it is 
euident that they are miſtaken, who will haue 
Saint Laurence to haue bin put to death vader 
Decius, Let vs all begg of this holy and glo- 
xious Martyr , to'obtain for vs of our Lord 
that liucly faith and heavenly light which 
bimſc'f had, that our ſoule being cnlightned 
with the fire of divine louc, way look vpon 
all things of this world , notas they lcem to 
-be , but as in 1eall truth they are ; and eſteem 
them accordingly , aſpiring always to that 
honor and wealth which is heauenly and 
permanent : that 1n his bleſſcd company we 
way come to enioy that ſoucrain light, and 
divine fire, that eyer burns without conſug.- 
ing , and transforms into itſc}t the ſ5ules of 
thoie who do ferue God , and who do pals 
| by the fire of tribulation iato the etcrnal re- 
pole and tclicity of heaucn, 


TALE 
Wu iN 


bin along time and moſt intolerably peſtered 
{Was very deftious to obtain the like remedy, 
| being torely afflifted with the very lawe die 
as: and by the aduice and perſuahon ofSaint 
 Scbaltian he renounced all the greatſtate and 
| pomp wherin he bad hitherto lived, for to 
| tabmut himſelf to the ſweet and eafy yoke of 
| our Sauiour , and was baptized together yit 
all bis family , ſeruants , and ſlaves, Lothmen 
| and women: in all athouſand and fourhug 
| dred perſons : and part of his means he diſtri 
| buted among his bondmen, whom he «+ 
tranchizcdand ct atliberty , ſaying that/nag 
they bad Almighty God for Father ,it vu u- 
x ays fitting they should be be beld in bondaget 
A mortal man. Chromatius had a ſon, by nv 
me Tiburtivs, ayoung man of great cxpetts 
tion,codowed with i rare wit and iudgnent, 
and very forward in learning, of 2 gallat 
bchawiour and a moſt ſweet temper: d 4 
ued by hisfathers authority and example.ul 
4 windallo to make himſelf a Chriſtian.And 
took this holy profeſſion ſo much to hart thi 
he was an example and a patcrn of all vt 
tue and ſanity to the reſt of the Chriſtians, 
and deſerued that the divine Maieſty ſhould 
make vſc of him, as of an inſtrument, for ti 


| working of ſeueral miracles: wherotthisvs 


one, Paſling one day thorough 4 certain ſire 
et, he ſaw a poor youth that had fallen from 
4 high place, and was ſo broken and bniſed 
by that fall; that his parents deſpairing 

ary remedy that could auaile him , vert 
thinking how to bury him, Tiburtius comes 


to them, aud defiies them #0 give him lean 
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that perhaps he might do bim ſome good , and 
1. him. Preſently they made him way, and 
te drawing Nere , ſaid ouer bim the Pater 
wſte zndtheCreed and immediatly the youth 
ecouered and ſtood ypon his leggs whole 
and ſound : and Tiburtiustook hereupon oc- 
ſion to preach as well to the Parents as to 
teir ſon , Chriſtian Religion ; whichas they 
vere willing to embrace , he brought them 
Pope Caius to be baptized. Moreouer Saint 
Tiburtius was exceedingly charitable , zea-» 
logs, and defirous that all Chriſtians ſhould 
te yery exemplar in their life and conuerſati- 
00, andeminent in all manner of vertue,that 


God wight be glorified in them, and that the | 
Gentils ſeing their modeſty , piety and ſan- * 


diy, might thereby diſcouer the excellency 
dperſeion of Chiiſtian Religion, Among 
the Chriſtians there was one Torquatus , a 
als-harted and deceicful man , that bad no- 


hogin him of the ſtaidnes and vertuous be... 


Kujour of 4 Chriſtian and ſcruant of God, 


ke them in their bravery and gallant attie, 
x, had no.mind to faſt or pray , but lay long * 
n bed cycry. morning : and' was ſcarce ever, 
keopraying.in Churches or ſinging the prai-. 
edalmighty God with thexeſt ot the Cligi- 
fans, Sant Tiburtius did often warn him” 
ofbisduty; with great charity and much 1i- 
keny for the great defice be had to lee him 
his works and converſation tomake good 
ke title and .proteſion of a Chriſtian. And 
h Torquatus for the prelent diſſem- 
bed the malice of his hart (for that Tiburtius 
kinga man rarely qualified was in greateſt 
theem and reputation with all ſorts of peo- 
and (cemed to take kindly and be grate- 
this wholſom aduice and charitable 
tchenſion ; yet as the root and ſoule was 
lated and capkered, he fomented inwardly 
0 hismind a moſt wicked rancor and ſpleen 
yaoſt the holy man ,and was erneſtly bent 
on revenge : which at length he took, 
accuſing him to the Governor Flavianus 
kr being a Chriſtian. And yet for to carry 
bis = more couertly, and not to ſcem to 
bacihbandin (o foulc afaft ; he agrecd with 
the Goucrnor , that he ſhould giuc order to. 
bave as well biaſelf as T1burtius apprehen- 
ted for Chriſtians : tor ſuch deccithol praffes 


the malice of men make yſc of the better | 
v york their miſchievous defigns-Tiburrius 
ad Torquatys then were. both ſeized ypon, 
ite Saint and the ſinner, the truc and faithful 
Chriſtian with the perfidious dillembler; and 
#idcy were brought before the Iudge Fa- 


| for he is 4 man that ſecketh aft 


kt conforwed himſelf tro the cultoms and / 
nftizcs of the world and of paganiſm. His 
ir was always curled and partumed, he fre-" 
quented playes and feaſts , hanted much the * 


any of women , and was much pleaſed ; 


Sainr Tiburtius: | Martyr, 
1 peak, 4 word or t\vo in their ſons ear, for | 


ton he eas © and be. antwered tbut his, agme:.; 


vas Torquatus , that be as @ Chriſtian. and 


604. 


bian ; he firſt demanded. af Torquatuy. wht -;; 
vas his name., andof What. profeſſion and: teli- > —* 


II, 


A-v-/ 


that Tiburtius vas bis maſter, whom be endea- G%ST1 7 


woured always to imitate; aud" boped to do fo for” 
the future, Then ſais the ludge to Tiburtius: .. 
do you bear What Torquatus ſais ? it is true, tes \ 
plies Saint Tiburtius , that Torguatus hath fat” 
ſome time ginen bimſelf out for 4 Chriſtian, wy 
bath newer b:hawed timſelf like 4 Chriſtian : 
an tat jerketh after his plea|myey, 
combes and frivels bis hair like. 4 woman vheth 
bigh fair , entertains himſelf in playmg and 
dal.ying With Women that are not of the beſt re« 
pute,and doth other wery wnbeſceming things, 
Which can iot confilt With the Janflity andgr as 
wity of Chriſtian Roliggaw ani Teſus ", 
| acknowledges av ſath monſfltt2 for bis [erurdf 

| Intine after many dilcoutſts that paſſedobetto 
ween tfiem 7, *the' Gouernoryicoamantudds 
certain (place to be Rriwed? with burning}: 
coales'! and (aid to Tiburtius:; that.eithanie) 
muſt i ffer ittevce to the \'Gods:0f Wwlk 'bdret 
;vpon thoſe glovaing cr01bs rStitit- Tib uns oat 
metiatly magde'theigo of the-CrotsJatid then? 
walked vpbii them as if he had. trod- vporrroms 
(cs. Wherat whilſt the Goueriortagdianmbo 
zed,the Martyr ſaid voto bili'cover-a0v:wytbs 


thy obfltiate if dclity and confe(r Fefub Ohri 
to be ti'G pic Los 4 


4; Whoſe" comm anids- all erommreii 
do obey tor tf thou Witt nirjeb boltoutin bins, 
put thy hand tnto'8 cantditn"of pling ls gram 
and call uportby} apiter Wbom'thod rakeſ} to bs 
thy God , and thog halt fetWworber for Toni 
reſþef7 thi Water Will fotbeat t6ſcaldtbrev Fyras 
for my part T. feel not the beaf of tLis fire-:11ant 
mm the namt of Ieſut Chiiſh thifv coules;;ſeeroad 
me to be roſes':for that edi wr0 itfubbefs 
ant obedient to itt Creator Pht Gouerhorbios 
ing offcrited $t this libetty-anſwered 2whs 
does not know that your Chriſt: taws bt youl ard 
magick., and that all you Chreſtrans art 
cians and:ſorterers ? Bat Saint 'Tiburtius twat 
being able to endure fuchan affront offored 
| vnto our Lord and Savioutgzanfwered'? buiil 
thy peace thou wicked and miſerable man : litume 
{ 20t bear "that 'atturſed tongue: to witer-ſuch 
blaſpbemits againſt this Jo ſweet. and bulj-& 
Name. Theſe words exticinly 'incenſed! this 
Goyernor and ludge , Fabian. Wherefoge 
he preſently gaue lentence* that  Tiburtiuls 
ſhould be beheaded, Which was :executed 
about 2 mile from Rome” in the way” Laui« 
'cana ; where alſo the Martyrs boly Body was 
enterred, and God wrought great mjxacics by 
'his interceſon.His Martyrdom was on the 
eleventh of Auguſt in the'year - of our Lord 
' two hundredeighty fix, vnder Diocletianand 
Maximian. Mention -is'made- of him inthe 
Roman Martyrologe , and- i theſe ot Saint 
Bede , Vſuardus and Saint Ado ; on the __ 
ue 


bog 


veth of Aupuſt } and in the As of Saint | 
m— Secbaſtian on the twentieth oflanuary : and 
ay. inthe ſecond tome of Cardinal Baronius. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Suſanna I irgin and Martyr. 


+ 


NN the ſameday, together with Saint 
Y Tiburtius Martyr , the holy Church 
th olcmnizesthe vidorious Martyrdom 

of: the. bleſſed Uirgin Suſanna : whole victory 
and triumph was in this manner ; as is to be 
ſeen! in the As regiſtred by the Roman No- 
taries , and Cited by Surius ,as alſo in the Ro- 
man Martyrologe, and that of Saint Ado,and 
in-Cardinal Baronius, The Emperor Diocle- 
tian declared Maximian Galerius , ſurnamed 
eArmentarias , his ſucceſſor in the Empire, 
odopting him for his ſon , and the more for 
to honor and oblige him, gauehim in marria- 
ge. his daughter Va/cria , who dycd ſoon after 
ſhe was married, without iſſue, Wherfore Dio- 
cletian intended.to marry him the ſecond ti- 
mec,and himſelf would chooſe him a wife. He 
vaderſtood that there was, a yong Lady at 
Rome of an incomparable beauty, modeſty 
and prudence ;.which rare parts recciucd a 
wonderfull luſtre from the knowledge ſhe 
had in good (cienccs. She was called Suſanna, 
and'was daughter to Gabinus , who after his 
wines deceas , took holy Orders , and was 
miade Prieſt , being brother to Pope Caius : 
both of them werea kin to Diocletian though 
for his exceſſive cruelty , and the ncuer to be 
quenched thirit of Chriſtian blood , they had 
retired themfelyes-not only from his court, 
but from, all. conucrfation and commerce 
with him. Diocletian litle ſuſpeing Suſagna 
to bea Chriſtian , reſolued to match her with 
Maximian , for that he was informed that ſhe 
-had all the good parts and talents in their 
-perfe&ion,that could de defiredin4 Lady or 
Princeſs. He committed the buſines to Clau- 
dius , i ncer Kinſman of his , who preſently 
' came to Gabinyus, for to giue him notice of 
the Emperors choice and good pleaſure, and 
to congratulate him vpon this fo good for- 
tune, and the great happines which he might 
well expe& by this nere alliance with the 
Emperors. Gabinus acquainted his Brother, 
+ Saint Caius Pope , with this defign of 
Diocletian : and both of them together pro. 
poſed it vato Suſanna, to know her mind 


Saint Tiburtius Martyr. 


therin, But the pure and hol Virgin, waking 
more account of the faith of Jeſus Chriſt the 
of all the glory and dignity otthe Empireang '* 


whom ſhe had wholy dedicated herfelf, then * 41 
to be Lady and Queen of the whol world 
anſwered with great reſolution , that ly _ 
perſuafions the Would ewer be brought to mary 
Maximian, for that be vas 4 pagan and Itfie 
del ; no nor any other mortal man ſeing that the 
bad wowed virginal integrity to the Souerain 
Lord and King of beauen , who had chiſen her 


for bis ſpouſe ; and Would keep it inviolabl far 
bim, She added withal that he boped that this 
treaty of marriage with Maximian would be an 
occaſion to ber, to adorn ber virginity With the 
cron of «Martyr dom. Both the father andthe 
vncle highly commended Suſanna for be 
braue and generous reſolation , and exhorted 
her to be conſtant and perſenerant init , ani1y 
defpoſe berſelf by faſting , prayer and good wats 
for to ſuffer death for the glory of God. Sons 
three days after, Claudius returns agan to 
Gabinus his houſe, for to know what account 
he ſhould giue to the Emperor , about this 
buſines, ſo carcfully recommended yntohim: 
and leauing his followers at the dore, entred 
alone, and finding thereSuſanna, offered tols 
lute her, as his kinſwoman, with a kiſsaccor 
ding to the roman cuſtom in thoſe days;but 
ſhe made ſtrange, and retired back with ſome 
ſhow of indignation , ſaying that zen is 


ber life had sbe giuen ber check to mas, and 


much leſs Would sbe pine it to bim thit vu 
4 pagan and an idolater , and bad bit muth 
polluted with the abominable ſacrificet of ful 
go9r.And purſuing this diſcours ſhe ſpoke n- 
to him ſo cffcRually,that Claudius becane1 
Chriſtian, _ with bis wife Prepedyas, 
and his two ſons «Alexander and Cutiar:and 
he employed himſelf in works ofchatiy,gi 
uing large almes to Chriſtians that wererel- 
trained in durance for the faith of IESVS 
CHRIST ; and caſting himſelf at their fer, 
humbly beſought them to obtain for hic pat 
don of his fians, and of his cruelty in perf 
cuting and miſuſing them. And although ll 
his offences were washed away by Baptila, 
and he was admitted to the grace and fauot 
of God, yet he wore continually a hair ſhitt 
After ſome days were expired, Diocletian ſent 
one of his principal courtiers, whoſe nane 
was Maximus ,to enquire of Claudiu: vil 
be hadconcluded With Suſanna about thematdh 
Claudius came with him to Gabinus 

that there he might certify himſelfofSuſanns 
intention. Maximus found that Suſanna vas 
wholly aucrſed from marrying , and head 
her ſpeak fo pertinently and folidly api 
the worſhip of many gods, and of the allured 
truth of Chriſtian Religion ; that being c00- 


ainced in his vadcrſtanding , and _ 


chooſing rathcr to remain chaſt to God,vnto 1B 


f 
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by the grace of God he went imme- 
jatly yato the Pope Caius; and falling down 
' ahisfeet beſought him moſt earneſtly 20 bap» 
+ tim and admitt bim into the number of 
(britians;and then diſtributing all kis means 
wwong the poor by a certain frend of his na-+ 
ned Thraſons , who was ſecretly a Chriltian, 
lead a colt boly and perteR lite , giving 
km(clfcoticely vato the ſeruice of our Lord, 
Therewas 2 wicked [ycophant , and 4 molt 
ralicious man by name eA4rti/izs that gauc 
mtclligenee of ali theſe conuerlions , to the 
Ewperor Dioclctian;who being extremly en- 
2d, commanded all that holy company and 
deadly of Chriſtians to be apprehended ,ſa- 
iz only Pope Caiys : as for Gabinus and his 
kwghter $1/anna, they were committed to 
ron : the reſt , to witt Maximmus, Claudius, 
nd his wife Prepedigna, with their two ſons, 
texander and Cut145, were carried to Oftia, 
nd there were burnt , and their holy aſhes 
aſt into the riucs : and mention is made of 
femin the Roman Martyrologe on the eigh- 
tenth of February : theſe were the fiſt fruits 
oſvſanna , which by her prayers and mcrits, 
nd the great loue end citecm ſhe had of 
aſtity ſhe brought forth on earth for to be 
red for heauen: and the ſame loue and 
kfre of conſeruing this pearl of Uirginity 
made her to trample vader her tect , as dirt 
ndduog, all the braucry , glory, and Maieſty 
ofthe Roman Empire, 

But Diocletian , in purſuit of his deſign- 
tent , not deſpairing to draw Sulanna to 
andeſcend to his defire , ſent for her vnto 
palace ,and commanded the Empreſs Se- 
194 10 deal With ber , and perſuade ber to ac- 
at of Maximian for ber busband. The Em. 

was ſecretly a Chriſtian , and opened 
od Suſanna , with whom ſhe had many 
and private diſcourſcs , in which ſhe 
aborted the holy Virgin to per/eſt conſtantly 
abrroodand laudable reſolution , and to con- 
ws fading pleaſures of the fleth and wa: 
Wy of the world : and not to apprebend the me- 
Wer of the Emperor or euen death itſelf : that 
hibe might come to poſſeſs God for an eternity, 
ad enicy that wnſpeakable happines Which 
(lriflians do expeft in heauen. Such like dif- 
wurſes had the good Empreſs with Sulanna, 
vhom (be kept many days with her vnder 
pietence of complying with the Emperors 
odergand in the mean while they ſpent to» 
ſetter the greateſt part of the day and night 
in prayer , and other holy exerciſes of our 
Religion. 4nd Serena by this conuerſation 
communication with that bleflcd and 
toſtpure Soule, profited ſo much in Holineſs 
ud perfe&ion , that ſhe deſerucd to be hono- 
daſter her death as 4 Saint : and her memo» 
Nsrecorded in the Roman Martyrologe and 
loſe of Bede , V ſuardus , and Ado on the 
Tom. 2. 


Saint Suſanna Virgin and Martyr. 


f1xtienth of Auguſt. After ſome time Diocle- 


aff etled and Whether she Yeere content to mary? 
The Empreſs replyed, that 5 be had no mind at 
all vato it ,and added,'that jeing Suſanna bad 
no aff efion or luwe for bis on, ut Would be the 


beſt Yay to trouble ber no more about it but to 
Jeeke out (ome other match for him, there being 


other Laiies nothing inſertion for birth and 0s 
ther parts to Suſanna,Diocictian lent Sul.nna 
home to her own hous, being vawilling that 
in his Palace ſhe ſhould ſuffer violence trom 
Maximian, who was moit heinouſly offen+ 
ded to be ſo lighted by a yong maid. The 
holy Uirgin apprebended well the danger 
her chaſtity was in ; wherfore being retired 
into her chamber, ſhe proſtrate d herleltypon 
the ground , and moſt huwbly belought the 
dinine eMaieſty not to permit her integrity and 
purity , Which 5be bad ſo thatily maintained 
and kept for loue of bim, to be #ained, Maxi« 


mian failed not to come that very night with 


a Curſed intent of ſatisfying bis brutiſhdeſire; 
but cntring iato the roome, where the Uirgia 
was praying;he law ſhe was cnuitoned witha 


great and heavenly brightnes : which made 


Re 


b 


s 


bim return much frighted ang amazed:though - 
be thought it was an cffe& of witchcratt. 
He preſently acquaints Diocletian with what 
he had ſeen : and he,to inform himſelf the -- 
beiter ; diſpatches thither one Curtive , 3 
Courticr : to ſee Whether it Were ſo indeed , oS 
els only an imagination and faniy of bis ſou 
Maximian. Cuitius goes, but returns back in 
2 greatertrightthen the other had don. Then 
Dioclctian fcing allthe labor and induſtry he 
had vſcd, to winn Suſanna, was to no pur 
poſe , for that ſhe could not be perſuaded by, 
any inducements or threats to marry ; 
thinking that for beinga Chriſtian , ſhe was: 
alſo a ſorcereſs ; gaue ſcope to his accuſtoored 
cruelty ; and put one Macedonius , 4 wicked 
fellow, and moſt worthy to hauc ſuch 3 come 
miſſion from a bloody tyrant , in charge , za; 
force Suſanna tooff er ſacrifice to the Gods, or els: 
to bereaue ber of her life, MaceJonius omitted, 
no manner ot means which he thought cone 
ducing to work vpon the Uirgins mind : and 
brovght with him an idol of Iupiter for her to 
adore and worſhip : which idol by the holy 
Virgins prayers immediatly vaniſhed away , 
and was found broken and lying 1a the dirtin. 
the ſtreet. Wherof the Emperor vein 
by Macedonius commanded that Su 
thout delay ſhould be beheaded 1a ber own 
hous which ſcntence being executed, the holy 
Virgin gaue vp her moſt pure and vnſpotted 
Soule into the hands of her beloued Spavus, 
from whom ſhe receined a double Crown, ot 
Virginity and of Martyrdom, The Emprels 
Serena came that night ; and with great of 
and reucrcnce taking VP the holy Body, wit 


certified 
nna wi- 


her 


606 


tian enquired of Screna how Suſanna ſized mw 


II, 
Av- 
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Saint Suſanna Virgin, and Martyr, 


her own hands wrapped it vp in-fine and per- 
b—_— fred linnen , with a great quantity of aro- 
II- matik ſpices ; and buried jt inagrott inthe 
V- Churchyard of Alexander nere to ſome other 
©VS Ts holyBodies that were interred there:and with 
3 linnen cloth gathered vp her ſacied blood 
the beſt ſhe couid , which ſhe kept as 4 moſt 
retiovs treaſvre in a litle ſhrine of filuer in 
er cloſet : and ſpent what time ſhe-could, of 
the day and night , in praying before it. Saint 
Caius Pope often ſaid Maſs in bonor of this 
Saint , his neece, in the ſame hous , wherin 
for the confeſſion of Chriſt ſhe had bin put 
to death. The Church keeps her memory on 
the day of her Martyrdom , to wit the ele- 
uenth of Auguſt in the year of our Lord two 
hundred fourſcore and fiftcen , in the raign 
of Diocletian, | 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
CLARE PVirgm, 


41; HE life of the admirable Virgin 
Fs Saint Clare , light , and mother 
& of the poor Religious of Saint 

3/3 Francis , was written by a graue 
' author ( who conceales his na- 

ommand of Pope Alexander the 

fourth , who canonized her , and by Saint 

Antoninus Archbiſhop ot Florence , and by 

him who wrote the Chronicle of the Sera- 

phical Father Saint Francis,and is asfollowes. 

Saint Clare was born in the city of Aſſiſium, 

it the Province of Vmbria in Italy , of no- 

ble” and rich parents. Her anceſters were 
employed in honorable offices in the wars, 

Her mother wascalledOrtelana, which figni- 

fies4 gardener, and hername agreed well with 

her ,fince ſhe gave ſo fruitful and fair aplant 
to the holy Church , as was her daughter 

Clarc, Ortelana was much given to works of 

piety , and her deuotion was ſo great, that 

ſhe went in. pilgrimage to Ieruſalem ; viſited 
the Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul at. 

Rome, and that of the Archangel Saint Mi- 

chael in the mountain Garpatus , in 'the 

Kingdom ot Naples.Being great with the glo- 

rious Virgin Clare, and tearing the dangers 

of childbirth , ſhc beſought almighty God be- 
fore a Crucifix, to preicrue her trom them : 
and as ſhe was a praying ſhe heard a voice 
which ſaid vato her : Do not fear, for thou 
sbalt bring forth 2 light , which with its great 

Clarity shall illuFrate the Whole World. When 

ſhe was dceliucred , ſhe gaue her child the na- 


me) by the c 


me of Clare, confiding that the vos ct 

ſhe had heard from UW wala. Vii | 
pliſhed in her. The child ſoon be 2m » 
ſhine in the night of this world with 4A to , 
lar grace, ſhe was very amiable , and an 
prompt © learn fiom the mouth of © os 
ther the principles of our Faith, She was 
ritable to the poor : ſbe gaue them of « 
{bs had ; and oftentimes depriued herſelf c 
part of her food and juſtenance tg vive p 
them. She wv az much enclined to Praiex a 
was recreate in it , and felt moſt (weet and 
heauenly delights, in the conſiderationofthe 
life and paſhon-cf our Lord leſus Chriſt: and 
for that ſhe had not a pair of Beads , where. 
with to count the number of her Praters, ſhe 
counted them in that tender age withcenzin 
litle ſtones. She reiefed all bravery and Dros 
fane deckings. And although to comply yith 
the will of her parents , ſhe put on coſlly 
apparcl , conforwable to her quality ,yeryg. 
derneath ſhe wore arude hairſhiſt, She offe. 
red to God her Virginity , and made grex 
refiſtance to her parents who would haychad 
her marry. At this time God Almighty ſent 
vnto the world , to renew it, the Scraphica 
Father Saint Francis,natiue of the ſame < 
of Aſſiſium , where he alſolived , and diſger 
ſed toall parts that Spirit and fire whichyy 
giuen him from heauen. The holy danſe! 

| much deſired to fee him, and to diſcours with 

| him : and the bleſſed father , moucd by an 
 inſtin& and- impuls trom our Lord,did alſo 

; defire to haue ſome conference with her ;to 
communicate to her more light, andtodray 

| her from the dangers and vanitys ofthe world 

' She found means to ſpeak with him , and he 

| perſwaded her to contemn the world, andto 

| take for her ſpouſe that moſt ſweet Low, 

' who being God for loue of vs made himſelf 
man ,and was born ofa Virgin ,to exaltVir- 
ginity ,and to imprintthe love of itin pute 
hearts and fouls. And the Virgin Clare being 
of herſelf ſo well enclined , and thirſting 
ardently after perfe&iog, very eaſily ſubmittel 
herſelfto the counſels of the holy man,taking 
him for guid and maſter of all her, intentions 
and reſolued to efpoule herſelf to leſus Chal 
by an indiſioluble band, 

Palm-ſunday being: come , the ſeruant of 
God was ſoinflamed with his love , thatcv- 
ry bour ſcemed to her a thouſand years vatill 
ſhe broke with with the world and began? 
new life , wherefore ſhe deſired Saint Francs 
to tell her, what he thought ſhe oughtto.40, 
for ſhe deſired to delay no longer, The Saint 
illuminated with l:ght from heaucn,orda 
that the night following ſbe (hould. depait 
ſecretly out of her fathers houſe, anddeceth. 
tly accompanied come to his Conuent,wheie 
he would give her the habjt, The Holy Virgs 
did ſo , leaving her city , her parcats, - " 

ndred, 
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kindred, and went to the Church of Saint 
Mary de Portiuncula (which is about a mile 
IF {om Aſifium ) where the holy Father was 
2 cxpeting her with his Rel&gious. They re- 
g ceived her with lighted Tapers, finging the 
Hymo, Vent Creator Sriritus, There ſhe pur 
of her lecular garments. , and clothed herſelf 
viththe poor habit of her rich Religion,and 
zuea biil of divorce to all the pompes and 
raincelights ofthe world. And the ſame holy 
Father cut off her hair with his own hands: 
our Lord making choice of the holy Patriarch 
cant Francis and his bleſſed daughter Clare, 
10 plant in carth the Spirit of heaven , and 
contempt of the world : and that one of them 
ſtould be the father of ſo many worthy 
ſonns, who vnder the name of Friars Mi- 
norites fight vnder his banner ; and the 
aher ſhould be the mother of ſo many 
yong Virgins , and Ladys, poor in temporal 
riches, but very rich in ſpiriteal gifts, and well 
fored with heauenly treafures. Saint Francis 
catied ber to the city of Aſſiſium, and put 
kr into the Monaſtery of Saint Paul , of Be- 
neditin nunns, vntill our Lord ſhould proui- 
& him ofanother Monaſtery. The blind world 
old not endure ſo great alight, and the di- 
telour capital enemy fearing ſome grieuous 
e from the example of the holy dam- 

kl, relolued to wage war againſt her, taking 
ot hisinſtruments her own Kindred ( which 
xe the domeſtical enemys of Religious per- 
ſons.) It ſeemed to them a new and an vnu- 
ul thing in. that city , that 4 yong Virgin 
vl born, beautifull , and rich, ſhould in the 
fouer of her age renounce all bravery, plea« 
lines, and entertainments,and wedd herlelfto 
altrity-and pennance , and in a vile habit 
ud rigid baircloth triumph ouer the world, 
ad they looked: vpon it as a diſgrace: to 
tem;that Clare ſhould live after that faſhion. 
They came to the Monaſtery:they vſedall me- 
ws, that fooliſh vanity is wont to invent, to 
KtIwade her to leaue off what ſhe had begun. 
They ſerued themſclues of all Kinds of wea- 
jus, of ſweetnes and rigor, of flatterys and 
lireats.. But our Lord , who had choſen the 
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:and approaching neer to the Altar, 
le fhewed them her head ſhaued , and very 
Yolutely told them , that ſhe could by- no 
ans leaue leſus Chriſt , to whow: ſhe had 


Glicated herſclt, and for whoſe loue ſhe had 
Jo, Wacedthe world. In finc, ſein gthe conſtan- 
nt 9'0fthe Virgin, and that all the mcans they | 
xd. Made yie ot to. draw her to their will wereto 
at, agpoſe, they.grew weary and diſconten- 
'tJErs 
= The:Blefled Father Saint Francis remoued 
pig the Monaſterys of Saint Paul to the 
chofSaint Damian , which by his order 


deen:repaired; and in which himſclthad 


tol Virgins for his Spouſe, gauc her torceto | 


Saint Clare , Virgin. 


reſided ſome time , and was out of the city, 
far from noyſe , and tirrs. In this Church 


Saint Clare encloſcd kerſelf for the loue of A xz. 


I2, 
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her heauenly Spouſe. She took this Church g.yg 9 


like a doue tor her neſt , and from hence bes 
gan toſpread abroad the bright raies of her 
life and ſanctity. She praicd to God , that he 
would giue her 3 fiſter of hers, called Agnes 
yonger then herſelf : that acknowledging 
the vanity of the world, ſhe might leave it, 
and come and live with her, God granted hex 


requeſt, for ſeuenteen daies after her-conver- 


fon, Agnescame vntoS. Clare , and diſcoue- 
red vnto her her intention, which was to live 


with herin poverty andchaltity : Saint Clare 


embraced her with greatioy, and praitedour 
Lord for having heard her, and beſtowed fo 
hgnal 4 favor on them both. By litle and litle 
the fame of the ſanity of this worthy V irgin 
dilated itfelt and the ſweet odor of her vertucs 
was diffuſed ouer all parts ,in ach forte that 
many noble , and rich yong Virgins, roued 
by ber example. contemning all the delights 
of the fleſh , reſolued to take the King of 
heaven for their Spouſe , and to live a chaſt 
and Religious life. Many married perſons by 
common conſent paited from one anothef.; 
and the merr went to the: Conuents of the 
Friars, and the women to the Conutnts 'of 
Nunns. Such 2 feruor and'Spirit came from 
heauen vponthe women of the city of Aſſſi= 
um,that daughters offered themlelues to theit 
mothers, and mothers invited their daughters 
to: be Religious; and brothers their fiſters} 
4 holy' ſtrife there was who ſbould ' rut 
falteſt to perfeftion : and thoſe who had 
any impediment, cndeauored in; theit houſes 
to. oblcrue the rule of Saint Clare as far as 
they wereable; And not only in that city,and 
thereabouts , and in all Uinbia , and other 
prouinces,.butalſo through the whole world 
the ſplendor of this new light dilated and 
extended itſelf: and innumerable yang Vir« 
g1NS of good parentage , and great Princeſſey 
and Ladys , held for truer greatnes the ſack» 
cloth-, poverty, and'nakednes of Saint Clarc, 
then the eſtates , delights , and riches which 
they polſleficd, ſcing that they left them aſl, to 
be the humble diferples of ſo holy and adim- 
rable a Miſreſl, And with great reaſon might 
they: more-glory to be fo ,then to command 
as they did: before, | iy 
Whor can ſufficiently explicate the excet- 
lent and heroical' veitues. of this moſt boly 
Virgin? Whocan declare that protound bun» 
lity , which ſhe laid-as 4 firm and folid founs= 
dation; whereupon to buildall other verrues? 


' For having for the three firſt years ſhunned 


the name and office of Abbeff,defirous rather 
to be 2 ſubic then I Superior , when rhe 
glorious Father Saint Fraricis competle>her 
by obedience to accept ut it, fear increafed 

more 


609 
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wained more 4 ſervant then free , cſtecming 
herſelf in her own opinion more vile and im- 
perfe& then any of her ſabicRs. She oftenti- 


* mes powred water vpon their hands , and 


ſtood , whilſt they ſat, and ſerued them, w hen 
they were cating, She waſted the feet of the 
ſcruants,and with great buwility kiſſed them: 
and thus by her example ſhe planted inthe 
harts of her ſubje&s humility , the root and 
foundation of all perte& works. From this 
humility ſprung atrue loueot holy pouerty, 
which her father Saint Francis had taught 
her by his example. This made her ſell ber 
inheritance , and giue the price ot it to the 
poor, without reſeruing any thing for herſclt. 
And ſhe would not permit her ſubjects toe 
cicue more maintenance then was neceflary: 
it ſeeming to her, that a Religious perſon,the 
more care ſhe has to gather and conſerue ri- 
ches the lefl care (he has of vertues. One day 
it happened that there was but one loaf of 
bread in the Monaſtery : ſhe commanded 
halt of it to be given in alas to the Friars, 
and the other half 1o be ſet vpon the table 
before fiſty nunns vader her ſuby<A10n; Saint 
Clare made her praier to almighty God, and 
he ſo multiplicd the bread, that they all eat 
of it, and were ſatiated. Another time there 
being no oyl in the hovſe , the Saint took a 
veſſel, and waſhed it with her own hands, 
and then commanded her, whoſe office it was 
to begg for them, to take irand begg oyl in 
it in almes ; who when ſhe had taken the 
veſſel, found that it was full of very good 
oyl. The holy Virgin took ſuch content in 
holy poverty that ſhe was more delighted, 
when the Almes-liſter brought to the Con- 
ucnt only cruſts and ſcraps of bread , then 
when ſhe brought whole loaucs, The rule 
which Saint Francis Jett S, Clare , and which 
Pope Gregory the ninth confirmed, was of ſo 
ſtri& pouetity and ſhe accepted it ſo deuoutly, 
and obſcrucd it lo preciſely , that Pope Inno- 
cent the fourth iudging it to be . wa the 
forces of weak and delicate women , would 
haue moderatcd the rigor of it, and abſolued 
the holy Virgin of the vow which ſhe had 
made of ſo rude and bard pouetrty, But the 
Saint beſought him that he would not do 
it ,and told him, that sbe defired be Would ab- 
ſole ber from ber finns , but not from the oljer 
wance of pouerty. And foalthough certain Pre- 
lates., and other perſons did counſel her , to 
make 4 more moderate rule : and ſhe at the 
firſt, conſidering human frailty , enclined to 
.doſo; yet afterwards hauing better conſide- 
red the matter , and commended it more car: 
neſtly toour Lord, ſhe relolucd that the firſt 
rule given by. the Seraphical Father Sainr 
Francis ,and confirmed by Gregory the nuath 
was to be kept ; contiding in our Lord, that 


Saint Clare, Virgin, 


m=—_— MIC n her then preſumption, and he re- | 


he would giue forces to thoſe whem he ſhout 
call to this inſtitute, to be ablc to obſerye it 
Her treating of her own perſon, and her ms 


þ 


iterity towards detſelt was very conformable gy gi 


to her loue of poucrty. She wore only one 


fingle patched garment ; together with my 


or wantle of cours clcth, which ſerved rz. 
ther to coucr her delicate and Virginal bod 
then to defend it from cold. She alwaies va 
barefoot ; her bed was ordinarily the ground 
or when ſhe would treat herſelt more delice, 
tely afew dry ſticks : the pillow on which ſhe 
reſted her head , was 4 peecc of wood, She 
taſted Advent and Lent with bread and y,, 
ter. And vpon Mandays , Wednesdays , and 
Fridays in Lent ſhe ate nothing at all, She 
wore a rude cord with thirteen knots next 
vato her skin,and over 1t 4 hau{tit of briflles 
of camcles , ſo large that it reached tg her 
girdle , and fo paintul , that one of her Qi. 
dren defiring the holy Uirgin to permit her 
to wear it ,ſhe was not able to endure it, bye 
returned her it again , admiring how ſo deli 
cate a body as that ot Saint Clare could 
abide it. Jo fine, her pennance wasſoextrace- 
dinary that the holy Father Saint Francis,and 
the Biſhop of Aſſiſium commanded her vader 
obedicnce to moderate it. 

She liucd by prayer, and wasſofervoroys, 
and ſo continually in it , that ſhe ſeemed to 
haue no other thing to do but that, norother 
aftairs , or neceſlitys of the body to attend 
vato. She proſtrated herſclt vpon the ground, 
kifled it , and watered it with abundance of 
tears, and alwaies imagined herlelf.to have 
before her eyes Chriſt Crucified, Whenthe 
other Religious took ſome repole to relrelh 
their wearied and ſpent bodys , (he wouldbe 
watChing in praicr , and recreating herkelf 
with the delightfull entertainments of het 
Spouſe, She was the firſt that role ,and vent 
to the Quire , and rung the bell , and lighted 


'the candeis, awaking and cxciting the ie 


by her example. Oac night as ſhe wasinpie 
icr, and melted jato tears, thedigel ap 

to her 1n the ſhape of 4 bla k.noor , and tol 
her , thet ſhe did not well, to weeplomud 
for that it would make her blind , and be 
ſhould do God better ſeruice by gouering 


her Monaſtery, then in ſhedding lomany t& | 


ars, But the Saint perceiving that it wa 
1aſtigation of Satan , ſhe made him this 
ſwer : If that J sbowld become blind , and ah 
able to gouern this Conuent , there Yould 
Want another that would do it better thet\. 
Thos, and thoſe of thy Troop , are truly Minh, 
ſeing you shall nener be able to ſee the in0w- 
prebenſible light of God. And with this the 
digel lett her and went away coalound 
Another time vpon a Chriltmaſ-oight 


defiring very much to be preſent at Mattei, 
and not being able by reaton of her infn'y 


wint Francis ſung in their Conuent , which 


nÞ 95 o far diſtant that humanly ſpeaking it 


Gy 


k þ 
nn 


yas impoſſible for to hear them; God almigh- 
ty recreating by this means his ſeruant , and 
ating ber what ſhe ſo much deſired, When 
5 holy Virgin had ended her praier , ſhe 
came from it with ber face fo inflamed , that 
;rdazlcd the eyes of thoſe that beheld her and 
4 y (traight perceiued by her words that ſhe 
we from praicr 3 for ſhe ſpoke with ſuch 
ſit, feruor and deuorion, that ſhe inflamed 
the hearts of thoſe that heard her, and engen- 
ied io them 4 great eſteecs of heauenly 
things. But amongſt the other deuotions 


yhich the holy Virgin vſed , that towards 


he Bleſſed Sacrament was very wonderfull. 
he communicated very often : ſhe ſpun with 
terown hands , euen when ſhe was fick in 
ted, moſt fine linen for Corporals, and the 


aice of the Altar , which ſhe diſtributed | 


rough all the Churches of the city of Aſſi- | 
fam , and ſome of them are yet kept in the | 
(hurch of Toledo. One night before Holy | 
Thurſday , vpon which the holy Church ce- 
khrates the inſtitution of the divine and | 
yonderfull Sacrament of the Altar ,S. Clare 
aatewplating the exceſſive and immenle | 
kie with which our Lord left vs himſelt in | 
tznd the torments he ſuffered for vs, ſhe was | 
þtanſported, and raviſht herewith, that ſhe | 
rmined abſorpt in an extaſy, and without 
fake all that night , and the next day thoſe | 
tatfay ber , judged her to be dead, 

knd as her deuotion was great towards 
& Bleſſed Sacrament , ſo our Lord by me- 
wofit wrought divers miracies in her fauor. 
hona time the army ofthe Emperor Fredcs» 
tk, preat enemy ofthe Church, paſſed by 
tecity of Aſſiſium : there were many Infidel 
ores in the army , and the Monaſtery of 
kint Clare being out of the walls of the city, 
ley as cnemics of God and Chriſtian Religi- 
Uſe ypon it , to rob, anddeſtroy it, and to 
Wit all the miſcheif they could. The nunns 
diphted and weeping ran to their holy mo- 
ttto advertiſe her of 1t , who then was ſick 
dthe infirmary : ſhe comforted them with 
eat calmncs , and confidence , and made 
lem carry her to the gate of the Monaſtc- 
J,nd place herin the tight of the enemies, 
aing before her the moſt holy Sacrament 
Ina Pyx. Where falling down vpon her 
ktees ,with great deuotion and many tears 


— 


ſte beſought our Lord , that he would not 
permit thoſe his ſeruants, brought vp in his 
love, and who for his loue had renounced all 
wrdly loves, to be deliucred vp to the will 
ftboſe beaſts there preſent. 4s {he ended her 
Mater there was a voice heard ftiom heaven, 
Wch ſaid: 7 v1} alvaics defend them : and 


Wncdiarely the Infidels who had goricn v« 
Tom, 2, 


Saint Clare , Virgin. 


he heard from her bed what the Friars of | pon the walls, frighted, and aſtoniſhed fell 


down, and fled away, leauing the prey which 
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they ſeemed to themſelues to haue had in, A'v. 
their claws. And the Saint commanded her GVgT, 


Children, that during her life they ſhould con«' 


ccal this fauor which God had don them to« 
gether with the voice from heauen. 4nd for 


this deuotion which Saint Clare had to the 


wolt holy Sacrament , ſhe is painted with 3 
Remonſtrance in her hands. Another time 
the city being belieged by an Imperial attmy, 
vader the condu& of Vitalis of Auerſa 4 cruef, 
and proud man , who faid he would not de- 
part, vntill he had taken , and deſtroyed the 
City. S. Clare called her Blefled children voto 
her, and commanded aſhes to be brought, 
which ſhe in the firſt place put vpon her 


head, ordaining that they ſhould do the like; © 


then all proſtrate in praier , they beſought 
our Lord, that he would be pleaſed to deliver 
that City, whichfor his loue bad don them fo 
much good, Our Lord heard the deuout ſup- 


plications of S, Clare and her children: and + 


the night following all that army was vadon, 
and 4 litle after their furious Leader ended 
his life by 2 violent death. Nor were theſe 
the only muracles which , God wrought by 
the merits and praiers of Saint Clare , but 
there were many others, and thoſe yery re= 
markable : for by only making the ligne of the 
croſs ſhe tormented the devils, and caft them 
forth of the bodies they poſſeſſed , and Cured 
many of gricuous and dangerous infirmitys, 
who flocked from all parts to her Monaſtery 
to finde remedy, 
Saint Clare lived two and forty years in 
that Conuent, gouerning it with that admi- 
rable ſanity of life , which we have recoun- 
ted: and the cheifeſt proof of hergreat vertue 
was, the paticnce and cheerfulnes ſhe ſhewed 
in cight and twenty years ficknes which ſhe 
ſuffered ; in which though oftentimes ſhe was 
much oppreſled, yet was ſhe neuer ſeen with 
a ſad countenance , nor cuer heard to com- 
plain: for that our Lord who tried her as his 
Spouſe , did alſo ſtrengthen and comtort hee 
in the pains ſhe endured. And once having 
been ſcuenteendaies without cating , ſhe ani- 
mated, and comforted thoſe that came to her, 
that heauenly Spirit with which (be was filled, 
ouer flowing to thoſe who viſited her. Her 
weaknes , and ſicknes fo encreafed that ſhe 
vaderitood the hour was at hand ſhe ſomuch 
defired , of being freed out of this priſon , to 
go {ce and enzoy her moſt ſweet Spouſe. She 
cecciued from the hand of the Provincialthe 
ſame Lord hidden in the Sacrament , whom 
ſhe hoped to ſec openly and face to face. The 
ſame day Pope Innocent the fourth ( for the 
great eſtcem that he had ot her ſanity) cane 
to, viſit her, and gauc her his benediftian ,and 
a Plcnary Indulgence of all her finns + the 
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Sainc Clare , Virgin. 
| 


Virgin was much rejoyced in our Lord, 
and invited, and beſovght her children to help 

her to give him thanks, for having that day 

vouchſafed to communicate to her his molt 

ſacred body , and to fauor her with the pre- 
ſence and viſitation of his Vicar. Amongſt 

the other nunns was Agnes, the Siſter of Saint 

Clare, who ſcing her ſiſter and mother draw- 
ino nect her end, teſought her with great 
ion and many tears,that (he would take 
her along with her, andnot leaue her here 
on eaath, ſeing they had been fo taithtul com- 
panions together , and ſo vnited in the lame 
ſpirit and deſire of pleaſing and ſeruing our 
Lord. The holy Virgin comforted her, telling 
her that it was the will of God,that ſhe ſhould 
not at preſent go along with her, but withall 
bad her be aſſured, that ſhortly ſhe ſhould co- 
me to her:and ſoit happened. All her children 
wept to ſec her dy : and ſhe animated, and 
exhorted them to all vertues, but eſpecially 
to humility , and the loue of holy pouerty. 
After this ſhe began to diſcourſe with her 
own ſoul, and to - vnto it : Go confidently, 
my ſoul ,go confideatly , thow haſt 4 good guid to 
condul3 thee in this iourney. Go , for that he 
that created thee , has ſanflityed thee , and bas 
alvaies defended thee, and bas lowed thee Yuth 
2 tender lowe , as & mother is wont to lowe ber 
deareF child. And ſhe added: Bleſied be thow 6 
my Lord , Who baſt created me. One of the Re- 
ligious asked her with whom ſhe talked? and 
ſhe lovingly wade anſwer : Ftalk ith my ſoul, 
that bas been prewented With the beneattttons 
of our Lord. Her ſweet Spoule viſited her 1n 
the hour ofher death ; and the moſt glorious 
Virgin Mary our Lady , accompanied with a 
Quire of reſplendent Virgins, clothed in whi- 
te, and with crowns of gold vpon their he- 
ads. Amidſt theſe heaucnly tauors and cheri- 
ſhings, having cauſed the Paſſion to be read to 
ber , ſhe rendred vp her moſt bleſſed ſoul to 
God, exchanging haircloth and a cours habit, 
for the ſtole of immortality, pouerty for riches, 
aſhes and pennance for that beatifical viſion 
andioy , which ncucr ſhall haue an end. Her 
dcath cauſed great forrow and reſentment in 
all the city ,and inthe Popes court, who was 
then at Aſſthum, All lortes of people, men 
and women , yong and old , flocked to her 

funerals: and Pope Innocent the fourth with 

the Colledge of Cardinals was preſent at her 

burial. The Quire being about to begin a 

a Maſs of Requiem , he commanded them to 

ſing one of 4 Holy Virgin , giving to vader- 
ſtand he would canonize her before ber holy 

body was put in the graue. But becauſe the 
Cardinal ot Oſtia , much deuoted to Saint 

Clare , aduiſed him , that although what his 

Holineſl commauded was very juſt and equi- 

table , conſidering the great merits of the 


Virgin , yet it was fiting it ſhould be don | 


with mature counſel and deliberation:ang( 
this reaſon a Maſs of Requiem was ſaid I 
the ſame Cardinal of Oftia preached gi: , 
ſaid many rare things of the glory ang a 
tues of Saint Clare, To the end that her bod 
might be more ſecure, they carried it INtothe 
city,and cnterred it in the Church of Saint 
George , where 2 litle before her father $ 
Francis had been enterred. This Plorious Vir- 
gin departed out ofthis life in the year ofoyr 
Lord one thouſand two hundred fifty thiee 
vpon the cleucath day of Auguſt, and was 
buried pon the twelfth of the ſame month 
vpon which her feaſt is celebrated, Gol 
wrought many and very great miracles after 
her death through her interceſſion, for which 
and for her holy life , Pope Alexander the 
fourth Canonized her the firſt year of his 
Popedom , and the ſecond after the death of 
S. Clare, in the year of our Lord one thoy- 
ſand two hundred fifty fiue, | 
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THE LIFE OF THE SAINT 
Hippolytus and Caſſian , Marys, 


3 H E invincible Martyr f he 

ky Chriſt Saint Laurence beingts onr 

ken , he was committed to the 

cuſtody of a noble Roman, al 

js lcd Hippolytus : who hauing 
Icen ine miracles which. Laurence wrought 
whilſt he was tyed with chains in priſooad 
how that only with the figne of the Croſſe 
ganc Sight to the blind , and did wonderkil 
things, was conuerted to the faith of Chril, 
and baptized by the ſame Saint Laurence jc 
and all his family, to the number of nineteen 
perſons. Aiterwards Hippolytus was ſo feruv- 
rous, andſo defirous to dy for Chilt ,that 
ſeing Saint Laurence ſuffer, tothe endthatte 
might accompany him , and dy with him, be 
would haue proclamed openly that he wa? 
Chriſtian : and that he ſhould not doſo,itws 
neceſſary for Saint Laurence himſelfto hinder 
him , andto command him to hold his peact, 
and to referue himſelffor his own time, which 
would ſhortly come, Saint Laurence having 
gloriouſly finiſhed his courſe ; and been broj- 
led to death ypon a pridiron , with that c00- 
ſtancy and admirable courage, which webs 
recounted vpon the day of his Martyrdon, 
Hippolytus together with Juſtin a Pricſt,a- 
king his body , honorably enterred it, Ti 
being diuulged , and coming to the knov* 


a. ic 


Saine Hippolyrus , and Saint Cafhan, Martyrs, 


ledge ofthe Emperor , three daies aſter Hip- 
k jytus by his command was taken in 4 hou- 
F |: he was fittiog down to table : and being 


Tu prouphtinto the Emperors preſence , he ſaid 


F nto him * +418 #ho# a1ſo A Necromancer and 
Hagician, 45 as Laurence , and haſt thow en- 
ed b1s body? Hippolytus made anſwer: 78 45 
rue that I baue enterred it , but not as & ma- 
ian , but as 4 Chriſtian. The tyrant was 
*araged beyond mcafure , and cauſed many 
lowsto bc giuen him vpon the mouth with 
; tone, made him be deſpoyled of the white 
arment of a Chriſtian and one newly bapti- 
1d, which be wore: and Saint Hippolytus 
tid to the ty Fant : T how haſt not deſpoyled me 
m) garment,but clothed me. After lome rca« 
ſonings Valerian commanded him to be ſtxet- 
ched ypon the ground, and to be cruelly bea- 
ten with rods and thick cudgels : and the 
$4nt gave thanks to God , that he had made 
him worthy of that torment. The tyrant laid : 
zj;ppolytws does not feel the cudgelr; let bis bory 
L tau with combs and cards, And fo it was 
4on; and Hippolytus cryed out , 1 am & Chri- 
fian, and 1 ſuffer for Chriſt. The executioners 
being weary With tearing his fleſh, and tor- 
meating bim , the tyrant commanded them 
totake him vp from the ground , and to cloth 
tim with his ancient military habit , and then 
to ſpeak mildly to him entreating him 

to leaue his obſtinacy , and then he ſhould be 
his friend, and cnioy that military honor, 
andthe other fauors he had don him, Hippo- 
us laughed at the propolall , and with a 
loud and clear voice made an{wer : «My bo- 
ur and milttary glory is , to be 4 conſtant /ldier 
Chriſt , arid to dy ndet bis banner, The Ty- 
kat commanded his goods to be confiſcated, 
2d all bis family to be laid hold on , and 
brought before him for that he knew they 
yere Chriſtians. Amongſt other perſons ot 
hit family , there was 4 huly wowan called 
Concordia , who had been Hippolytus his 
nurſe , and had brought him vp : the tyrant 
abertifing her , that ſhe ſhould conſider hes 
jears, and not expoſe heiſc]tto dy with her 
Maſter Hippolytus , ſhe anſwered : 7, andthe 
oſt that are bere preſent , Yowld rather ry cou- 
Iganly with Hippolytus , then live coward; 
ad daſtards Yitbout him. TheTyrantiwellcd, 
adkid: $1aves and [ernants are not amended 
int ith ftripes : and commanded Concordia 
todeſcourged, and ſo cruelly beaten with 
whippy tagged with plummets of lead ,that 
ſhe gave vp her ſoul to our Lordin the tor- 
went, Hippolytus being preſent : who much 
Koyced to fee that he had ſent before him 
acrown of glory , her that had given him 
te breaſi ,and ſucklcd him with her milk. 
Finally Valerian commanded, that Hippoly- 
Ws,and all his family ſhould be carricd with- 
out the walls of Rome , and that the others 


ſhould be be beheadedin the preſence of Hip- 
polytus, and Hyppolytus himſelf tyed to the 
tayles of fierce and wild horſes , ſhould be 
dragged about the fields: and lo torn in pee- 


612 
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Vs 


ces by this horrid and cruel martyrdom he © VS Ts 


gauc vp his ſoul to God , and his body was 
buried in the night by Iuſtin Prieſt and other 
Chriſtians, in the field Verano, not far from 
the body of Saint Laurence. His Martyrdom 
is celebrated by the Churchvpoa the thirte« 
enth of Auguſt , and it happened inthe year 
of Chriſt two hundred fixty one, in the raign 
of Valerian and Gallienus his fon. The Ro» 
man Martyrologe , andalſo the Martyrologes 
of Beda, Y{uardus, and Ado, make mention 
of Saint Hippolytus Martyr , and it is treated 
cf him more at large in the Acts of the Mats 
tyrdom ot Saint Laurence. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
CASSIAN Maryyr. 


Alpes, called Breſcia , out of which 
hauing been cie&ed, he put himſelf 
in the way to goto Rome : and being come 


Y AINT _— Martyr , was Bi- 
S ſhop of a City Ta Germany , inthe 


to the City of [mola, whichis inthe Province of + 


Romana in lta]y, he ſtaicd there , andopened 
3 ſchool, out ofa defire to ſeruc our Lord, and 
to profit youth , and began to teach litle chil= 
dren learning, and good manners. The pex- 
ſecution at that time was hot againſt the 
Chriſtians : and the Iudge hauing vnderſtood. 
that Cafſian was one, he commanded him to' 
be apprehended , and asked him if he werez 

Chriſtian , and what his employment was? 
The Saint conteſſed with great freedom and 
boldnes, that he was a Chriſtian , and faid 

his employment wasto teach litle children to' 


'readand write. Then the Indpe ſent for all 


thole children, that Caſſian taught , and told ' 


them that their maſter was fſacrilegious a- 
gainſt the Gods ,and 4 violaterof the Jmpe« 


| rial laws , and worthy of death, and theres 


fore he delivered him vp to them , to puniſh 
him as they pleaſed. The boys incited by the 
ludge, and deſirous to reucnge themſclues of 
their maſter for his whipping and chaſtizing 
of them, fell vpon him , every one ſtriking 
bim with what he could , and as he could. At 
that time they vſcd to write in certain tables 
couered with wax , with ſharp-pointed irons 
for that purpoſe , which they called Styles 2 
with theſe they Rabbed the Saint in all the 


parts 
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parts of his body , and made the blood run 
out. He bad them not to be afraid and to ſtrike 
him with greater force, out of the defire that 
he had to dy for Chriſt: andalſo for that the 


&VS Ts [fer his wounds were, the longer he was 


detained from ſeing himſelf with Chriſt in his 
glory. By this Martyrdom the Saint ended his 
life vpon the thirteenth day of Auguſt : and 
accordingto ſome” in the raign of Iulian the 
Apoſtate. The. Roman Mattyrologe makes 
mention of Saint Caſſian , and that of Bede, 
Uſuardus ,and Ado ,and Cardinal Baronius; 
and betore them all Aurclius Prudentius 
wrote 4 Hymn in very elegant verſe of the 
Martyrdom ofSaint Caſſian,in which he laics, 
how that himſelf being at Imola, and praying 
before the Altar of S.Caſſian, he ſaw there 4 
piure, in which the Saint was repreſented 
naked, with a great number of boys about 
him who ſtabbed and wounded him with 
their ſtyles or iron-penns : and the people 
there declared vnto him what we hauc now 
related : which he wrotein verſe , and ano- 


ther tranſlated into Proſe, as Uenerable Bede 
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CE ES FEEL LLEELELLLL SS: 


-THE LIFE OF SAINT EVSEBIPS, 


Prieſt and Confeſsor, 


N the time of the Emperor Con- 
ſtantius the hereſy of the Arians ra- 
A ged furiously in Rome, by reaſon 
ot his fauor and the ſtrength that 
he gaue them, and for this cauſe 4 grieuous 
and terrible ſtorm was raiſed againſt the Ca- 
tholicks ,ang many Biſhops and holy Pricſts 
were baniſhed , aftiiec\, and put to death for 
the Catholick Faith. Amongſt whom was 
oneEulebius 3 Roman, 4 Prieſt, and 4 moſt 
holy. Conteiſor , who tor that he detended 
moit conſtantly the Faita and true Religion, 
with more freedom and zeal then Conſtanti- 
us defired, was by his command ſhut vp, and 
as it were 1mmured , in 4 corner ofhis palla- 
ce, ſoſtiaitand narrow , that it would hardly 
hold him , nor could he ſtretch himſelf out in 
it, or tura ether one way or another, Here 
the holy man remained ieuen months, pra- 
ying continuaily toour Lord, and beſeeching 
him that he would giue him ſtrength and 
conſtancy to dy for him. And our Lord fo 
granted him his requeſt, that at the end of 
ſeven months he dicd , and rendred vp his 
foul to him that had creatcdit, inthat(as we 


and Saint Euſebius: 


may call it) ſepulcher in which he was, Gre; 
gory and Orchus Pricſts took his body ,and l 

buried it in 4 Cave of the Churchyard of 14 
Calixtus, neer the body of Saint Sixtuspope A jhs1 
with this inſcription vpon it ; Here lies Ek Gy 
bins ,A4 man of God. When Conſtantiug yn, y 
derſtood of the death of Euſecbius, and boy 
Gregory and Orofius had enterred his bod 

he was enraged above meaſure.and ——_— 
ded them to be apprehended, They laid hold 
on Gregory , and buried him inamanner gli. 
ue in the ſame caue, where Saint Euſcbius his 
body was. Oroſius who had eſcaped thei 
hands knew it,andin the night weatto hin, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
l 
y 


and although he found himalive, yethe was ; 

then ſo weakened , that he died there in his i 

bands : and ſo he left him buried in theſay: 0 

place. The Church celebrates the death of Al 

S. Euſcbius vpon the fourtcenth of Auguſt [e 
andit happened in the year of our Lotd the: Y þ 
hundred fifty ſeuen, vnder the Empire cf Q 

Conſtantius. In Rome there is a Churchei & y 

Saint Euſcbius , very ancient and ofpreatde. th 
uotion , whete his holy body is, and theho- Q 

dies of Orofius and Paulinus , and many other ki 

Relicks of holy Martyrs : and Saint Zachay bu 

Pope commanded it to be repairedand adore Y g 
ned. The Mattyrologes make mention of I 
Saint Euſebius , the Roman, thoſe of Bede, wit 
and Uluard, and more largely that of Ads; nai 
as aiſo Cardinal Baronins in his Annotations hig 
vpon the Martyrojoge , and in thethirdtome WW ys 
of his Annals. but 
Yar 

begs 
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THE FEAST OF THE ASSVMP- rl 
TION. of our Bleſ$ed Lady, _ ( 

: 0 

the \ 

> HRIST our Savior if 4c 

| went to heauen, and & I "ct 

his moſt blefſed mother, - 

and our Lady vponeattl: wc 

| NR he would not take het - 

_ SSN long with him, forthatit rg 

I IEP LSE was not expedient for hi - 

Church, to be left as it were an orplat Fr 
without ether father or mother , it wast00 FI. b 
rude an afliion for her, to loſe at the lane j - 
time the corporal preſence both of herFather ble , 
and Maſter, and alſo of her Mother and A& Sn 


vocatreſl. He left her, tothe end that as the 
Moon in the abſence of the ſun, {be might 
illuminate this Hemiſphere » and as 4J0uing 


and tender nurſe might giue milk m- 


18 [eto all the faithfull , to teach the Apoſiles, 
A $$ co joftru& the Evangeliſts, to fortify the Mar- 


Cys 


fackle at 


= nn” SP SY ”—_——— 


litle and weak , and ſtood in need 


as 
_ He left her to be an exam - 


of ſuch ſuſtenance. 


:ers, to encourage the confeſſors, to inflame 
theyirginsin the loue of purity;and finally O 
ſhine ip the world asa divine prodigy. He left 
her, to the end that by the exerciſe of her ad- 
nirable vertues her merits might be the mo- 
zwpmented, and the crown of her glory be ſo 
much the greater , by how much her charity 
yas wore ardent , her combats more rude, 
ind the meaſure of her labors and viftorys 
more full and complete. He lett her, to the 
end that he might prepare the place for her, 
which (he was to haue in heauen, and come 
out thence to receive her , accompanied with 
ill the celeſtial court, that ſo the teaſt and lo+ 
kmnity of her reception , and entrance into 
teaven, might be more ſolemn and magnifi- 
cent by reaſon of the preſence of our Lord, 
who ſhould go out to meet his glorious Mo 
ther, toexalt ker, and place her aboue all the 
Qures of Angels. And ſoS.Anſclm laics,ſpea- 
king toour Saujour: 0 good Fe/w5.bow contd you 
haut the beart , returning to the king om of your 
to leaue your moſt boly «Mother as it were 
apbeline amiaſs the miſeries of this World, and 
wt take ber along With you , that sbe might 
nighe together With you ? And he anſweres 
inſelf, You old go before Bleſied Lord that 
yu might prepare for ber the place of glory, Which 
but deſigned ber in your kingdom , and after- 
barks acoompanied With the Whole court of 
beaver , come forth With greater ſolemnity to 
eige ber, and elewate her to 4 higber degree 
(hinor , as it Was firting that ſuch 2 ſon sbould 
bfar ſuch 4 mother. So Saint Anſelm. And 
tis is that which our Lord did to day for bis 
not dear Mother, aſſuming her, ſoul and bo- 
< into heauen , and ſeating her in a throne 
thdes himſelf , aboue all the Quires of An- 
«;,andaboue all the Saints , as his mother, 
adQueen and Lady of all creatures, And by 
ralon ofthis ſo compleat and high glory of 
be Virgin , this Feaſt is in an eſpecial maner 
aled, our Ladys day. For although ſte haue | 
er Feaſts, in which are repreſented vnto 
Byery glorious myſteries, yet compared with 
lizſome of them are as it were feaſts of the 
ath , and commemorations of ber cares and 
8;but this is as it wereacelcſtaal Feaſt, 
adthe end and complement of all the joyes 


al the forrows and truubles,whichare born 
0 thisworld; The truth is , that to day we 
Elbrate three feaſts of our Lady, vnder the 
lle of her Aſſumption. One is that of her 
dolt happy departure , when her bleſſed ſoul 
ting her body vpon carth,took its flight to 
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her breaſts the Church , which as | 


me foul joyned and reunited to her body with 
vnſpeakable glory mounted vp to heauen. 
The third is of her coronation for Queen 
of Angels, and Lady of the vaiuerſe : and we 
are here to treat cf theſe three feaſts. 

Atter that Cheilt as vitorand triumphant 
conqueror was received with ſo great glory 
into heauen , the Virgin ,the years which ſhe 
lived in Hicruſalem , employed herſeff partly 
in moit high contemplation of God : and of 
the myſteries which he inveſted with hee 
fleſh bad wrought vpon carth, and partly i 
viſiting and reuerencing thoſe holy places, 
which her ſon bad conſecrated with his feet, 
dodrin, and miracles;and partly in modelling 
that new and primitiue Church of our Lord, 
which then began to beplanted,and to ſpread 
tſe]f through che world. And having ſpene 
her lite in theſe divine exerciſes , and holy 
occupations, God Al.nighry keeping heraliue 
ſome years for the conifort and good of hig 
Church , when ſhe was now wcll in years, 
and the faith and name of her Son began to 
to flouriſh, burning with loue and inflamed 
with 2 defire to ſee her fon, ſhe carnelily bee 
ſought him , that he would be pleaſed to free 
her trom the tempeiiuous troubles of this life 
and to carry hertothe ſecure haven of blifſ} 
where ſhe ſhould aiwaics ſte him , and ctiioy 
him, The ſon beard the pious petition of his 
mother;, and diſpatched an Angel to her with 
the news of her death, and witha palm , ic 
token of the perfe viftory which ſhe had 


It can not eaſily be belicued with what lubile 
the heart of the Virgin was repleniſhed at this 
ioylul news,to fce that accompliſhedwhich ſhe 
ſo much detired.She commanded many lights 
to be prepared , her chamber tobe dreſſed y 

and made neat, hcr poor bed to be compoled 
that ſhe might keep a fealt,and prepare herſelf 
for death, and recciue in it the viſit of the ay. 
thor of life. But treating of the death of the 
moſt holy Uirgin , there iftantly offers it ſelf 
to vs 4 doubt and defire to know , why our 
Lord , who enriched her with ſo many fouc. 
rain gifts , and exem ted her from the pe- 
naltys and miſerys( which are as it were the 
harbingersand ſcrgeants of death)would haue 
her dy,aeath beinga puniſhment of fin ? And 
ſeing that ſhe never fianed , but was priuiles 
ged and preuented by a fingular grace, from 

falling ether into original ,or any other fin; 

why was ſhe not freedfrom death, and tranſs 


and defies of the Uirgin, now exempt from, þlated out of this mortal life to the immortal, 


without paſſing this port? The moſt boly Vire 
gindidnotdy in pum ſhment of fin, which was 
not fonnd in her ; but becauſe her ſon IEe 
SVS CHRIST having died , it was not 
reaſonable that this priuikdge ſhould be 


granted to his mother, or any one els, More« 


The othet is,whca alitle after , the (a- 
Tom, 2, 


ouer it was conuenicnt, that this Lady ſhould 
Te actroy 
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gained ouer fin , the divel , and death it ſelf, | 
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deſtroy hereſies, not only with ber life , but 


pmm—_ ao with her death +and becauſe there were 


I5s 


to riſe vp Manicheans, and other hereticks, 


AvV- who would fay that the Virgin Mary. was an 
QVST. Angel, and nota woman,and that Chriſt bad 


' ynited to him eternally. But what —_ 


a phantaſtical body , or a body brought trom 
heauen ,andnot a human : and if ſhe had not 
dyed, it would baue confirmed them in their 
falſe oginion ; wherefore it was more conuc- 
nient that ſhe ſhould dy in the preſence of ma- 
ny perſons, and being dead ſhould be buried, 
to deſtroy the error of thoſe , who would ha- 
ue held her for an Angel, or perhaps for a 
Gcd , had ſhe not dyed. Beſides , this was 
convenient for the greater merit and crown 
of the Uirgin, For it can not be denied , but 
that death accepted of with paticnce , and 
reſigpation to the divin will, is very merito- 
rious befoieGod; and for this caulc it is ſaid, 
that the death of the Saints is precious in the 
eyes of our Lord, becauſe it isof — price : 
and much more precious was the death of 
this Lady , who as ſhe ſurpaſſed all the Saints 
in other vertues, to ſhe ſurpaticd them allo in 
this reſignation. And the death of the Saints 
ſeemes rather to be a ſweet ſlcep then death, 
and much rather the death of the Virgin, be- 
cauſe it was not from ficknes, or with any 
pain, but out of puie loue of her beloucd, and 
from 2 moſt ardent deſire to lee himand to be 


of that comiort and courage , which all the 
miſerable children of Adam and Eve receiuc 
from this death of our Lady and mother ? For 
who will think range to paſle through this 
narrow paſlage, through which Chriſt and 
his mother have paſled ? who will not wil- 
lingly accept of the ſentence cf death which 
for his fault he deſerucs , ſeing that without 
any fault Chriſt and Mary accepted of it ? who 
will be atraid of death , knowing that jt is 
Ciſarmed by vertue of him, who ouercame it 
vpon the Croſl,and ſcing that his bleficd Mo- 
ther dyed ? Finally it was conucnient, that 
the molt holy Virgin ſhould dy ( as the holy 
Church ſaies) tothe end that ſhe might inter- 
cede for vs with more confidence in beauen, 
and repreſent our miſeries to her ſon, and ob- 
tain for vs his pardon, mercy, aad bencdicti- 
on: as we ſball ſay afterwards. Theſe are ſo- 
me of the reaſons , for which our Redeemer 
would baue his moſt holy mother pal the port 
of death : but now let vs ſee the manner of 
her death , according to ancient and grave 
Authors, whom we hauc cited moreat large in , 
her life. 

As ſoonasthe news which the Virgin had 
recciucd from heauen was knowa in Icroſa- 
lem, and was ſpread abroad amongſt the 
Chriſtians there abouts, many of them came 
and met together in the houſe of the Virgin, 
which was ina Quarter apart of the houſe of 


our Bleſled Lady, - 


the Mother of Saint Iohn Mark, in the ho! 
mountain of Sion , where Chriſt " 
with his Diſciples , and had inflituteg the 5 
Royal banquet of his ſacred body , ang tek 
Holy Ghoſt had come down trom heaucn in 6 | 
tongues of fire, The faithfull brought wit "i 
them many hghts , fragrant oyntments and 
aromatick ſpices (according to the cuſtom & 
the Iews ) and many Hymns made t5 that 
purpoſe, and divine longs, to celebrate ber 
glorious departure. The Virgin deſired roſes 

«t this laſt hour the holy Apoſtles, who we. 

re then aliue ; and went about preachin 


throughout the world the viftorys and glory 
of her Son, and to piue them her benediftion 
before her departure from them.AndowLo 
(whom all thipgs are ſubje& vatoand he 
by the minittery of Angels, or otherwiſe, for 
her co:nfort, and tor the comfort of the Apo- 
{tles brought them to her , and together with 
thew other Apoſtolicall men, as Hierotheys 
Timothy , and Denys the Arecpagite, ashias 
{cif icſtifyes and other giave author, tt is 
incredible what joy and content the Virgin 
took, when ſhe {aw in her pr: ſence that ha 
py» and holy company : and alter ſke hadgi. 
uen thanks to ber dear fon, for having recrea. 
ted her herewithall , turning towards them, 
with a gracious countenance, and full ofce 
leſtial Maieſty , ſhe declared ynto them the 
deſire which ſhe had to depart out ofthislife, 
and how that the Angelical ſpirits bad a like 
defire to ſee her in heauen, and that God had 
granted her defire , and for this caule ha 
brought them thither from ſo different pats 
of the world. They were all aflited at thi 
news, although they congratulated her her 
glory and bappines, and lighted their tapers 
the moſt holy Uirgin laying herſelf down + 
pon her {ide on her poor bed, andlooking 
vpon them all, with an afpe& more diuine 
then human, ſhe comanded them to come 
neer her, and gave them her benediQtion.de- 
ſeeching her ion to confirme it, They dl 
wept , and powred out abundance ofteus 
for the loll of the preſence of ſuch a mother, 
and to ſec that ſun 1et , which enlightenedtie 
whole world, But ſhe comforted then) ſaying 
vato them : Abide With God , my dear chile, 
and be not not ſorry that Þ leaue you, but reigi 
for that I go to my beloued on. Then ſhe wade 
her laſt will and Teſtament , which wat 
command Saint Iohu Euangeliſt, to giuetv0 
garments which ſhe had to two Virgins who 
| = there preſent, and had liued many yeal 
n her company. And this was the houſhol- 
ſtuff, riches and treaſures of the Virgin, whv 
being Queen of heaven and earth,madecto- 
cc of pouerty for herſelf, that ſhe mightimt 
tate in all things her poor, rich lon : V 
at this time , came down from heauen ,3 


companied with innumerable multitudes - 


—_ 
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train. His moſt pure mother ſeing 
him, with great Tubile of heart ſaid vnco him: 
Bleſie thee 6 Lord , author of all bleſſings, and 
l light of all lights , for that thou vouchſafedſt to 
" dothe thyſelf 1th flechin my Yomb. I am weil 
aſſured , that all that thou haſt /aid, sball be 
accomplizhed in me. Having faid this, the de- 
cently compoled herſelf vpon her bed, and 
Filed with an incredible joy ,to ſce her ſon 
who called her , litting vp her hands , ſhe 
(1d: Be it onto me according to thy word: 
and baving laid this, like one that goes to 
ſleep , ſhe gaue vp her ſpirit to that Lord , to 
whom ſhe bad giuen her fleſh : and it was the 
night beſore the fifteenth of Auguſt , fitty and 
ſeuen years after ſhe had brought torth Chriſt 
our Saviour , and twenty thice after his pa- 
ſion, ſhe being ſeuenty and two years old, 
wanting four and twenty daies, according to 
the more probable opinion, as we have tad 
more at large in her lite. | 
But who can here worthily explicate the 
ſweetnes and tendernes, with which the ſon 
received the ſoul of his mother ,and the che- 
riſhings and endearments, with which he car- 
ried it to heauen, and the praiſes , and feſtiual 
exyultations , with which ſhe was received by 
all the celeſtiall court, as the mother of their 
Lord, and their Lady and Miſtrefl ? Who can 
comprehend the admiration which was cauſed 
in thoſe ſouerain Spirits,when they ſaw herſo 
rich, ſo decked and adorned with all vertues, 
and how that by her ſplendor ſhe obſcured 
the brightnes of all the other Saints ? There 
ſhe was placed at the right hand of her ſon, 
ina throne apart and by herſelf , aboue all 
the Quires of Angels. But at the ſame time 
that the Virgin expired. , the ſame Angels, 
which accompanied her moſt bleſſed ſoul to 
keauen , and the others that remained with 
her ſacred body , made the earth ring with 4 
heavenly and divine muſick, which was heard 
by thole who were there preſent. But the 
Angels ſung , and men wept , and the 
Apoſtles and diſciples of our Lord melted 
Into tears, when they ſaw that body without 
lie of which our life had afſumed human 
felh , and wrought and ſuffered in it for 
our ſakes ſo many tormentsand pains, They 
alt themſclues vpon the ground , and kiſſed 
this ſacred corpſe, they watered it with their 
tears, they reverenced it, they anointed it 
vithpretious oyntments, they wrapped itin 
a Clean ſheet , they ſung hymns of praiſes to 
our Lord, they ſtrawed flowers, and other- 
Vile cauſed ſweet odors, butno other odor 
VaSComparable tothe fragrant perfume that 
abaled from the body of the moſt ſacred 
Virgin, Many infirm people were cured of 
lvers grieuances, and God wrought other 
Wiracles at her enterrement , which for that 
L have recounted them in her life , ] will not 


repeat them here , nor the other things which 
concerne the funeral obſequies and burial of 
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the Virgin in the gardon of Gethſemani, that A 1. 
I may make an end of the firſt pait of this g ys To 


fealt , and come to the ſecond, which is how 
her ſoul returned to vnite and join itſclf to 
her body , and how the Virgin in ſoul and 
body with vnſpeakable joy andtriumph went 
vp to hzauen, tor which Aſcenſion this day is 
called the feaſt of the Aſſumption ofour Lady. 
The moſt pure body 6f the Virgin being 
now layed in the Sepulcher , the Angels 
ſung ; and the Apoſtles, praifing our Lord toe 
gether with them , remained about the Sepul= 
cher three days wholly tranſported and ab. 
ſorpt in God. At the endot the three days S. 
Thomas the «Apoſtle came thither (who had 
not been preſent at the death of the Virgin) 
and wich preat earneſtnes and feeling bee 
ſought the other Apoſtles, thatthe Sepulcher 
might be opened , that he might ſec and reve 
rence the holy body , ſeing he had not defer 
ued to come before, and ſee it : God almighty 
ſo ordaining that by this occaſion the glory 
of the Uirgin might be diſcovered, For the 
Sepulcher being opened,the. ſacred body was 
nor foundinit, but only the linnens and the 
ſheet, in which it had been wrapped : and 
by this they vnderſtood that it was raiſed to 
life . Having cloſed vp the ſepulcher again 
(out of which there came a celeſtial odour) 
they returned to the city full of incomparable 
joy : holding it for moſt certain , that the 
Queen of «Angels and our Lady was now in 
heauen in body and ſoul, enjoying the fighe 
and bleſſed preſence of her ſon. 
That moſt pure body of the Uirgin could 
not be conſumed by the earth , nor by the 
worms , becauſe it was conuenient , that as 
the living ark of the Teſtament ſhe ſhould 
not be worm-caten , nor ſuffer corruption, 
Ofthis Ark the Royal Prophet Dauid ſpeakes: 
Pal. 131. «Ariſe , 6 Lord, unto thy rift . thaw 
and the «Ark. which thou baſt [anflifyed The 
Virgin is this Ark, of whom the Chutch fin» 
ges: Ventris ſub arcs dlauſus ef ,that God 
was ſhut vp in the womb of the Uirgin, asin 
an Ark.And it is to be noted, that the Prophet 
Dayuid firſt ſpeakesof the Reſurretion of the 
ſon , ſaying : «Ariſe 6 Lord, wnto thyreft :and 
afterwards of the Reſurreion ofthe morher, 
adding Thos , and the «Ark Ybich thou baſ# 
ſan#ifyed. In ſuch forte that although death 
ſwallowed ber, as the whale did Ionas, yet he 
could not digeſt, nor conſume, nor convert 
her into his ſubſtance : and as the Lionsdared 
not to touch the holy Prophet Daniel, al- 
though they were bungry , and had him pre» 
ſent with them ; ſo the worms dared not ta 
approach, or prey vpon the body of the Vir« 
2in, For if baulm preſerue bodies from being 
cortupted, her moſt blefſed ſon, who was nite 


months 
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m—__— monthsin her bowels, and bathed and pene- 
Is. trated them with his divine vertue , far more 
| ſweet and powerfull then balm and all other 


end that we ſeing , that not Only the botyof 
our Sauiour , who was man, ard God roſe 
apain , and went vÞ to heaven, but alſothat 


GVST* that fleſh from corruption , with which he 


 cc5 and gifts of God, Moreoyer allo, to the 


aromatick ſpices , ought he not to preſerue 


had veſted himſelf? And ſeing the fleſhotthe 
ſon was the fleſh of the mother ; as God 
would not permit (as faies the Prophet Da- 
uid ) that the body of the ſon ſhould ſee cor- 
ruption, ſo was it convenient that the body 
of the mother ſhould fee it as litle, It does 
not ſound well, the body of Chriſt , and cor- 
ruption : nor the body of the mother of 
Chriſt , and carruption. Becauſe the body of 
the ſon is the body ofthe mother , and that 
which is duc to the ſon by nature , is due to 
the mother. by grace. And fo {ayes Saint Aus 
guſtin: That moſt pure flesb , of which the ſon 
of God took flesh , that it Was giuen to the 
Worms tobe eaten tythem , as I can not beliey? 
it , ſo T dare not ſay it. And he addes : If God 
amidſt the flames ,did not only preſerne the bo- 
dies of the three childrcn in the furnace of Ba- 
bylon , but al{o theyr garments from being burnt, | 
why should not be do that for bis mother %buh | 
he did for others garments? Thus Saint Au- | 
ouſtin, God preſerued her trom all fin ; con- | 
ſerued her alwaics a Uirgin, being a Mother; | 
preſerued her from pain , when ſhe brought 

forth , and when ſhe dicd : why then ſhould | 
he not preſerue her from the corruption of 
her body ? Eſpecially ſeing that the bodies of 
ſome Saints haue had this priviledge,and ha- 
uenot corrupted and turned to aſhes in many | 
years, and-no priuiledge 18 to be denied the | 
Queen, which has been granted to (ut jeds. 

And it the ſoul naturally deſires the company | 
of its body for that it is its forme, and giues it ' 
life , and when it is ſeparated from it , it retai- 
nes that inclination to be vnited to it, and 
the ſoul of the moſt holy Uirgin had this na- 
tural defire , why then ſhould not her fon 
fulfill this as he fulfilles all her other defires? 
But it was not only conucnient , that the 
body of the Uirgin ſhould remain entire and 
without corruption , but alſo that vaited to 
her ſoul it ſhould riſe again, and clothed with 
clarity and glory ſhoulu go vp to heauen,and 
illuminate and recreate it with its incompara 
beauty , and immenſe ſpleador, To the end 
that by this mcans the Empyreal heauen 
ſhould be adorned with thoſe two lights ,4 
oreaterand i leſſer , as the material heaucn 
is With the ſun and the mooa ; and 4 man 
God,and 3 womanthe Mother of God ſhould 
goucrn the vniucrs : Chriſt as abſolute Lord, 
and vniuerſal Prince,and head ofthe Church, 
and the Virgin as treaſureſs, and difpenſatrix, 
and neck of this myſtical body ,by whole hands 
are diſtributed , and through whom , as thro- 
ugh a conduidt pipe, arc derived all the gra- 


the body of the Virgin, who was 3 : 
ture, did the ſame , ſhould more —_— vs 
quicken our faith , and awaken our hope » 
the end alſo that knowing that our bodies 
ſhall in like manner be raiſed apainand py 
vpto heauecn, we ſhould not ſtick to monty 
them , and to afli& our fleſh here vpon eand, 
ſcing this is the way to exalt it, and inveſt « 
with glory. And it Chriſt our Lord ſaid that 
he that ſhould miniſter vnto him and ſerve 
him, ſhould be 1n the ſame place with him:it 
was much more equitable, that ſhe that had 
ſerued him an miniſtred vato him, not ago. 
thers , but in a different and more excellent 
maner ( clothing him with her fleſh, (uti. 
ning him with her milk , bringing him yy 
with folicitude , accompanying him in his 
flights and tears , and ſuftcring 4 thou/and 
martyrdoms , tranſpierced with orict at the 
foot of the crofl ) ſhould be where her fon 
was ina ſingular and extraordinary manner 
and in body and ſou} ſtould raign with hin, 
Scing that allthe honor of the mother, isthe 
honor ct the ſon , and no honor that ſuch 3 
ſon could do to ſuch 4 mother, ought to be 
denied her. And if the Saints that roſe 3Pain 
with Chriſt our Redeemer ( according tothe 
opinion of many and graue Authors) didnot 
dy again, but aſcended to heauen with hin 
in body and foul, for the greater glory of 
their deliuerer : and if concerning Saint lohn 
Evuangeliſt,any bclicue and probably afirm, 
that he is in heauen in ſoul and body, env 
ying God : with how much moreſecurity and 
certainty may we affirm this of the moſt % 
cred Virgin , ſeing that there ate lo many 
reaſons in her to grant her this tauor, a- 
though it had been granted to no other? 
Eſpecially conſidering , that if her ſacred bo- 
dy were on carth ,our Lord would not pet- 
mit , that it ſhould not be known wheteitis 
and that it ſhouid want that honor and reut: 
rence which is ſo due to it, and whichtte 
taithfull giue to the Relicks of other Saints 
eſpecially (cing that many oftheir bodics be 
ing hidden and vaknown, our Lotd hi 
bath diſcoucred and revealed them , for the 
comfort and defence ot his Church ,and ti 
exaltation and glory of the ſame Saints 
this truth there can be rio doubt but it outi0 
be held for moſt certain, and for a this 
which put the caſe it be not defined by ii 
Church, yet is received by her , together vill 
a feaſt which to day is celebrated in honor ol 
our Laly vnder the title of ber Aſſumpto?, 
and is founded in the do&rin of many b0ly, 
and very graue Doors , Greek, and La, 
ancient , and modern , and in the piety 0 
the people ,and in allgood Icaſ0n, The 
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The manner how the body of the moſt 
holy Virgin was reſuſcitated , and again vni- 
ted to her noW beatified ſoul , the ſcripture 

$not tell vs, nor that which we bauc here 
d. But according to what is written by 
certain grave Authors, it is credible , that 
three days after her glorious death (although 
ſome put 3 longer,othersa ſhorter time ) that 
ſhe might in all things be like her only be: 
ten ſony who was three days inthe Sepul- 
cher; the ſame ſon came from heauen accom- 

anied with innumerable Angels, and with 
the ſou] of the ſame Virgin , and went down 
i the Sepulcher , and gaue lite to: the dead 
body , and reunited it to that glorious ſoul, 
clothing it with immorality , and an admira- 
ble clarity, adorning It with thole other gifts 
which appertain tO glorified boudys , of 1n- 

ſibility , agility , ſubtility, and beauty abo- 
te all that can be expreſſed by words , or 
comprehended by 2 human vaderſtanding. 
Then forthwith began 4 moſt ſolema procel- 
fon, and incnarrabletriumph of the Virgin, 
fom the ſepulcher to the very highelt point 
of heauen ,and tothe very throne ol the moſt 
Bleſſed Trinity. She went leaning vpon her 
heloued, by whoſe vertue , and by the ver- 
me of her own ſoul now beatificd , and her 
glotified body ; ſhe mounted vp through the 
ir with great ſwiftnes , without ſtanding 
need of the angels to carry her , or to help 
and aid her in her Aſcenſion : although they 
{| accompanied , aſſiſted , and ſerued her, 
nd with great joy celebrated that her fealt 
ad triumph. She was preſented by her 
ſan before the eternal Father who recciued 
her as his moſt dear ſpouſe , and Temple, and 
owned her with glory, and made her Ew. 
xeſ6of the world, and Soucrain Queen ot all 
ceatures, And this is the thicd pait of this 
kſtity, 
She fate her down like another Bcrſabe, 
mother ofSalomon , ypon 4 ſeat by the fide of 
terſon aboue all the Quires and Hicrarchys 
of the celeſtial Spirits , and aboue all the 
fints. Then came thoſe divine Courtiers, to 
Grevence, and to render obedience to her 
8 totheir Queen and Lady, admitrin at her 
beauty , ber grace, and her Sandtity: and thar 
{pure creature , ſhould be ſo reſplendent , ſo 
clothed with the ſag of juſtice , and of ſuch 
a immenſe clarity , that ſhe obſcured here: 
vith all the other Saint*, which did fo ſupaſ 
and was ſo high aboue them all , that they 
couldhardly diſcern it;zwherefore wholly aſto- 
ſhed at this great and new glory, they faud: 
bois this , that aſcendes (rom the deſert full of 
hgbts, and leaning wþon ber beloutd? Others 
Gnhdering the moſt ſweet odor of her ver- 
ues, ſaid : who is this that aſrendes like 4 litle 
1d of (mokg of myrrbe and incenſe , and of all 
Wriferows polyders ? whuch arc ail vertucs, 
Tom, 4, 
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tifull as the moon ; choſen as the [un ; and terii-Gys 
ble as the ſquadrons of &, well ordered army? 
The Seraph-ms were aſtoniſhed , ſeing her 

{o inflamed and burning in the loue of God, 

that they themſclues received new tervor 
thereby and compared with her ſeemed cold. 

The Cherubias admired to ſee her ſo full of 
light and wiſedom , that taught them know 
ledge, who in her preſence ſcemed children 

and ignorant. The Thrones were wholly 
abſorpt contemplating , how that in that li- 
uving Ark the moſt hoy Trinity did repoſe, 
much more peric&ly thenin themſclues. What 

ſhall I tay of the other Hierarchys and Quires 

of Angels ? They all aſſembled together, and 
adorcd her , and offered her their leruice and 
obedience , acknowledging her for mother of 

their Lord, and for their Lady , and the Lady 

of all creatures , re3»ycing to haue her for 

fach , becaulc they taw by her means their 

leats were filled, and by her preſence themlcle 

ucs had recerued4 new accell of glory , and 

the Royal pailace was beautified and illuſtra» 

tcd with 2 new (ſplendor. As for the other | 
Saints , who were already beatified, and had. 
aicended tzom carth to heauen , it is better to 

be tient, then to ſay but litle of them ; who 

all ot them rc30zc:d with a greater joy then 

the very Angels, to ſeethat Lady, who was 

the gate, by which they had entred into hea« 

yer , aad the mediatrix of their redemption 

and taluation, who being bone of their bone, 

and fleſhof their fleſh, haddeſeruce the glo 
which (be poſſeſſed, and was cxalted as hi 
a$A pure creature could be below God. And {o 
{airs the Seraphical Door Saint Bonaucntue 
re: T he admirable priuiledge of the glory of Mary 
is, that all that after God is moſt beautiful , 
mo ſweet , moſt joyfull in theglory of the Blef- 
Jed , all is from «Mary, allis in Mary , and all 
comes by e.Mory. The Patriarks exultcd ro ſee 
that their daughter,whoſe memory bad come 
forted them when they were in their baniſh« 
ment , and whoſe hope had ſuſtained theig 
liues. The Prophets could not contain them- 
{clues for joy , toſce her preſent with their 
eycs, whom they had ſeen in ſpirit ſo many 
years before , and her ſo glorious, whom they 
had announced by ſo many ſhadows and figu- 
gures. The Apoſtles , Martyrs, Doors, Cone 
teflors, and Virgins, andall that innumeratle 
army of Saints, gaue her zoy ofher coming, 
of her triumph , and of her glory, conteſſing 
that all was due vnto her tor her extreme pu» 
rity, and fingular Sandtity, and that very filly 
did that crown correſpond to her viftorys, 
and that triumph to her combats ; and that 
incomparable glory to the immente grace, 
with which out Lord preueated ber angadors 
Vu ned 
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Others admiring her ſplendor and beauty, No 
laid: Ybs is this that afſecndes on bigh like the 15. 
morning light , ehen it beginnes to 1hine; bean- A ve 


L 


The Aſſumprion of 
ned her, and exalted her to ſo greata digni- 

ty. In this manner was this Lady recciued, 

and conduRed to the throne, which God from 

all eternity kad prepared for her ; and in 

ſome ſorte ( as the Cardinal Peter Damian 

faics ) this reception of the Uirgin, was more 

ſolemn and glorious , then that of her ſon 

when he made his entrance into heauen. For 
that ther,only the Angels went out to mcet, 
and recezue the Lord of Mzjeſty triu:nphiog 
over death ; but the Virgin was received by 
all the Angels and Saints that were 1n hea- 
wen : and her ſon himſeclt, (who is the Saint 
of Saints ) accompanied her , and preſented 
her to the moſt holy Trinity ,and cated her 
in her throne. . 

Perhaps ſome Devote of the Virgin will 
deſire to know to what degree of glory ſhe 
was exalted in this her Aſſumption and Co- 
ronation. To this queſtion two things may be 


anſwered : the one iscertain and vndoubted : 


the other although it be not ſo aſſured, yet is 
it well founded in reaſon, and very conforma- 
ble to the ſayings of many Saints. It is certain, 
that the Virgin is exbalted aboue all the Qui- 
res of Angels, as their Queen, and that there 
is no Saint which can be compared to her 1n 
glory ; becauſe ſhe ſurpaſſed and cxcells them 
all by almoſt infinit exceſſes : and of this there 
nether is nor can be any doubt. But others go 
further , and affirme , that the glory of the 
Virgin alone is greater then the glory of all 
the Angels, and of allthe Saints together :in 
ſuch ſorte, that if the gory of themall were 
joyned and heaped vp together and made one, 
and put into a [cale ot a ballance, andin the 
other ſcale were putonly the glory otthe Vir- 
gin, they ſay thatthisaJone would out-wergh 
that of all the Saints together. And in —_ 
mation:ofthis probable opinion , the devout 
Chaplain ot our Lady S. 1|detontus bas theſe 
words, As that which the Virgin did is imcompas- 
rable and that which the recetued inf able, [o is 
the rewardof glory which she merited incompre- 
henfible.And Saint Bernard ſaies..So great is the 
ngular glory Which she has in heauen , as was 
the grace. Which sþe found abou all upon earth. 
And he addes. As wpon earth there is no place 
more worthy then the Temple of the Uirginal 
worb,in Which Mary concetued the ſon of God, 
(o in beauen there is nothing that can equalize 
the Royal throne , to Which the ſin of Mary 
exalted ber, and in Which ve placed ber at his 
right band, And in an other place he ayes, 
Theglory of Mary can not be comprebended by the 
wnderſtanding , nor expreſied by words, And 
benceit is that the ery Princes themſelues of the 
celeſtial Court , confitering ſo great 4 nouelty, 
not without admiration exclame : Who is this 
that aſcends ont of the deſert , ful of ſouerain 
joys and deligbts? Andrew of Crete faies, that 
the glory of the Virgin can not be compre.» 
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bended , becauſe it is more abundant, and 
God. Peter Damian ſaies : Among # 
of the Saints , and the Quires of the 
UVirginis moſt eminent and exalted ane... 
des the menits of euety one of them , and te 
tles and prerogatiues of them all. And he adder 
This anacce/}th:e light »hines in ſuch 4 _—_ 
that it otſcures the dignity of the Anz); = 
the Saints, Who are as if they Wee mat. 3 8ndin 
companiſca of her they nether can, nr oueht t 
appear. And in an other place Tiey wo the 
bigbeſt Seraphim , and you chal finde that be i 
lower then the Cirgin , andthat onh the ſopre- 
me artifi.er ſurpcſses and ſurmountes he, The 
glory Which Was ginen her When he departel 
out of t115 life has nether beginning nor enk:ve 
can only ſay of it , that we knuw at whit ty 
(ay of it. Saint Damaſcen ſpeaking of this feaf 
laies, that betw1it the mother of God and 
the ſervants ot God there is an infinitedifiza, 
ce. Saint lohn Chryſoſtom fates , that the 
Virgin 15 incomparably wore glorious theg 
the Seraphims. Saint Ephrem , diſciple and 
companion of Bafil the Great, faies, that fie 
is more glorious without compariſon , then 
all the ſupreme ſpirits of the celeſtial! army; 
and that (he is a molt excellcntmiracle ofthe 
world ,and a crown of all the Saints , oref 
plendent , that ſhe is inacc«fſible, Saint Lax 
rence Ivitinian ſaies : With 200d reafun vba 
ſoeger honor and feliaty 1s found in each one of 
the Saints , #1 found all tegtthe in May is 
16at abundance. Sant Antclm faies: The par 
Janity and miſt holy purity of the pious tru 
of eAory , Which ſupaſies the purity and [aafli 
ty of all the creatures , deſerued for itt inam- 
parable dignity to be reparatrx of theloſt vail 
Saint Bonaventure teaches, that the greatet 
and goodnes of God manifeſted it ſelf more 
in the Virgin alone , then in all therdtdf 
the creatures, and that all the perſedionsd 
them are found together , alter 4 mote excth 
lent and admirable manner in the Ying 
alone : and faics : «As tbe moſt gloriou: Vag 
eMary ſurpaſſes all the Saints in the grace vid 
she bad on earth, and in merits : ſo sbe own 
pes them all in glory, and in the reward 
var gizen ber. And the great Doctor of ite 
Church Saint Hierom ſaics , that toall ob 
Saints was giuen 2 partgof grace, but tothe 
Uirgin was communicated all plenitude 
grace : and of her the Holy Ghoſt ſaics (at 
Church applies it to her) Zcle. 24+ My 
andreſt is in the plenitude of the Saints, WIE 
Saint Bernard explicates in theſe words: 
ſaid that the dwelling and ſeat of the Vign%s 
in the plenitude of the Saints ;becoult he ws 
fo pertef? , that che Wanted not the plenty 
and perfefiiun of all the Saints. : 
Theſe things and {uch like do the5a0s 


| fay , ſpesking of the excellency of the Lo 


higher then the _ glory of all Others , bi ſides * 


the ſoul . 
angels, the 1 


f 
Ay" 1 ;oheſt dignity a pure Creature Can be exalted 


WP" .nto. It is a dignity in 3 manner infinite, and 
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f the Dirgin 3 which are very conformable 
to her othcr priuiledges and prerogatiues :fo1 
Godchoſe ber to be his mother, whichis the 


{ch that no grace nor glory can be giucn, 
vhich is oot ſuitable to it. if then God giue 
race proportioned to euery ones (tate and 
office,and the ſtate ofthe Virgin is ſo ſublime, 
andin 2 fort of an infinite perfection , what 
wonder is it that the grace which our Lord 
ave her, does exceed the grace ;and the glory 
which he gaue her ( which js giucn accor- 
ling to the wealure of the ſame grace ) 
lacs exceed the glory of all the Saints ? 
for that all this is due to the dignity of Mo- 
ther, «And ſo ſay Euthymius and Andrew of 
Crete; Jf ve finde that the dininegrace bas don 
thatin the Virgin which exceedes our capacity, 
let no man Wonder at it conſidering the new and 
ineffable myſtery which was wrought in ber 


whuch infinitely excells, and by infaite aduan- 
tages ſurp aſSes all that is finite, And if our 
Lord loued the Uurgin alone more then all 
the creatures together , as it ſeemes he did, 
ſing that he exalted her to the, greateit dig- | 
nity poſſible, and made her Queen, and Lady | 
of all creatures , who can doubt but that he 
gaueto her more grace, and conſequently 
ereater glory then to them all ? For that the 
loue of God is not idle nor compicmental, as 
that of men 3 but hin whom he loues moſt he | 
docs moſt good; and according to the mea- 
fure of his loue he giues grace , to which al- 
yaies correſponds an equal degree of glory. 
Whocan doubt , but that more louc and ho- 
nor is due to the Mother alone, thea to all 
the ſeruants together? And that one that lou- 
© God more, is mote holy , and more loucd 
of God? And that the moſt holy Virgin 1o- 
ted her moſt dear ſon more then all the 
Yints? And that ( as Saint Anſem faies) it 
vs fitting ſhe ſhould ſhine with ſuch 4 puri- 
tity as ynder God there could not be imagi- 
ded a preater? And that this purity and fanc- 
ltyof the Virgin, would not hauc becn ſuch, 
that there could not in ſome ſorte haue been 
imagined a greater , if it had not excelled that 
df all the Saints? For this cauſe Saint Bernar- 
din of Siena faics , that the Virgin by that ſo- 
a&t of faith and obedience, by which ſhe 
fave conſent to the Angel Saint Gabriel, and 
diſpoſed herſelf to be the mother of God,me- 
lited more then all the Saints together by 
alltheir praiers and other meritorious works. 
And Saint Peter Chryſologus ſaies : He dves 
wot know boy great God is , Who is not aſtoni- 
thed at the ſpirit of the «Virgin , nor Wonders 
t the beauty of ber ſoul. The heauens zhake ; 
the Angels tremble ; the creatures can not endu- 
It , and nature is not capable of God ; and 4 
Nag maid in ſuch & manucr receiues him into 


| ber entrails , lodges and cheriches bim, that bt 


gtues peace to earth , glory to beauen , /aluation 
to tboſe that are oF , life to the dead; to men 
amity Yith the cAngels , and to God bimſelf wni- 
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on and alliance ith flecb. And Saint Bernard-G VS Ty 


laies: With good reaſon, Lay,-the eyes of al 
creaturer are wypon you ;becauſe in you , and by 
you, and from you , the meriifull band of the 
ommpotent reſtored, andrepaired all that be had 
created, 
and not only has the Sacred Virgin this 
glory in herſelf, which the Saints do ſpeak 
of, but alſo like an abundant river, w hich 
{treames from the head-ſpring, ſhe waters and 
makes glad the whole city of God, and with 
ſoucrain increaſes augments the joys and con= 
tentement of all the Saints , and Spirits ofthe 
court of heauen : as faics the mellifluous Saint 
Bernard in theſe words: The gloriows Virgia 
entring this day the heauens , there can be #0 
doubt but that 1h: auzmentea ub great increae. 
ſe the J0y*s of the ceieſtiuil cara%ens. Becauſe ths 
it is Wbyſe voice and jalutation wade to leap fot 
Joy thoje Who Were eniloſed in the bowels uf thit 
motk-1, If then the ſoul of & child nat yet bottl, 
Was ouer joyed to bear Mary ſpeak, , how great 
think, ve was the exultation of all that heauenly 
Court, ben they deſerued tv b:ar ber tyoice 4 t6 
ee ber face , and to enjoy ber bleſſed preſence tk 
«And although it be tcue, that all that entef 
into heauen » Cauſe by their entratice & 
new joy, but yet the joy is greater , orleſler, 
according to the degree of glory which is gis 
cn ts) every one. Jt then the Virgin ( as the 
lame Sainc Bernard faies) wasexalted abous 
eucry creature , with that honof with ſo 
great plory as became ſucha fon to give hets 
who ſhall be able to expreſſthe-joy and feſtis 
uity which this day was made in all that 
heauenly Court, but in ſaying that which the 
ſame Saint addes : Chriſti generationem, {, 


Marie «Aſſumption:m, quis enarrabit?. Who 


can declare the generation of Chriſt and 
the Aſſumption of Mary ? Hence is to be ſeery 
the difficulty which is in declaring the Afſumpe 
tion and glory of the Uirgin , fince that ir 
this S. Bernard joynes it withthe generation 
of Chriſt. 

But one of the reaſons, which we touched 
aboue of the Uirgins departure out of this 
temporal life to the eternal , isthat which the 
Chuich mentions ina ccrtain prarer ,to wit, 
to the end that ſhe might intercede for vs with 
great confidence : which we did not explicatg 
before reſerving it for this place, in which 
we deſire that all ſhould vnderſtand , what 
part we haue in the Virgin, and the great pq« 
wer of her interceſſion. The Church will 
not ſay , that if the Virgin were vpon caith, 
ſbe would not interced tor vs, nor be our ad+ 
uvocatreſs : but to theend that ſhe wight do 
ie with greater confidence, he went vp to 

heaucn 
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heaven: and to the end that we might voder- | 
ſtand, that ſhe is there where ſhe ſees in God 
all our neceſſitys, and heares our clamors,and 
pious requeſts, and compaſſionates our milc- | 
rys, and as 4 mother repreſents them to her 
moſt bleſſed ſon ,and ſendcs vs from heauen 
all good things. And fo ſaies Saint Bernard: 
This riuer of delights does to day With ſuch an 
impetuous abundance make glad the caty of God, 
that We here pon earth 4o feel the dew that 
thence comes don vpon vs. Our Buern has gon 
before ws , and bas been receiued With ſo great 


glory , that With confidence the ſeruants folluv 


their Lady, and coy ſaying. Draw vs atter you, 
to the end that ve may run in the odor of your 
onntments. Our peregrination bas ſent an Aduo- 
catreſs before, Who as motber of the Indge , and 
mother of mercy , is with humility and efficaci- 
s1uſly to treat the affairs of our Jaluation. So 
Saint Bernard. She was clothed with the tun, 
who clothed God with her fleſh, She has 
vpon her head icrown of twelue Rtars(which 
are the twelue chict priuiledges of the Virgin) 
and vnder her feet the moon ; which is ether 
the holy Chutch , or all created things, and 
whatſocuer 1s vader heauecn , and ſubze& to 
change, to increaſe and decreale, as arc all 
earthly things, Togiue vs to vnderſtand that 
all theſe things arc at the diſpoſal of this 
Queen our Lady, and that we ought to recurr 
to her 1n our troubles and neceſſitics ; tothe 
end that , being weak and frail as we are, they 
may not draw vs 1oto their precipices, She is 
(as we have lard) the trealurefl and diſpenſa- 
trix ot all the gitts of God. She is the neck, 
through whom Chritt our Sauiour (whoisthe 
head ) communicates to his Church all that 
ſenle, and {piritual motion, by which it lives; 
and is {uſtained. She 1s the trunck , through 
which the root gives lite to the boughs, and 
produces the leaucs, Howers, and fruit, and all 
the beauty'that is in the tiee, She isas it were 
a conduid pipe , which ficlt of all gathers to- 
gether,and containes in herſelf all abundance 
of the living watcrs of grace , and afterwards 
by certain Ipouts diſtributes them toothers, 
according to their capacity , and the divine 
ditpofition. And for this cauſe Saint Bona- 
venture ſaies very gravely : What wonder if all 
the plenirude of grace as beaped wp together 
in Mar), (eing that from ber bas been derined 
ſuch abundant grace to all others ? By this gate 
ot Ezechiel tie eternal word did enter into 
earth , and hy it we, who are of earth, do en- 
ter 1nto heauen. For he who made choice of 
her for his mother , and enriched her with ſo 
great grace, and exalted her with an immenſe 
olory , has conſtituted her Preſident and Pa- 
tronell of the whole world ; and all bufiaeſle; 
which he diſpartches,he diſpatches themby he; 
hands. In ſuch forte thatall theCourtiers of hea- 
ucn,and all the mca on carth,aud allthe ſouls 
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in Purgatory , yea cuen in hell it {«] 
kr 1s her for their Lady M0 -. w 
tzemſclues before her , and proftt = 
aesat her teet, There is no eſtate in the 
of God , which is not vnder h 
prote&ion. The charity and zeal wh; 
Apoſtles had , the rae. dh and —_ tte 
the Martyrs , the wiſedom and light of A 
Doors , the humility and pennanceof th 
Confeflors , the chaſtity and purity of th - 
which haue conſecrated themſelues tg Gu c 
and all the ornament , grace, and glory of the 
Catholick Church, is the fruit and workof 
her interceſſion. Eſpecially Religious Orgers 
whoarc as it were the well ordered ſquadrons 
of the Militia of God , and thoſe who adorn 
and detend his Church , arc vader the ſhad. 
dow of her wings : and the tounders of the 
ſame Religions , were very devout to the 
Virgin, and by her means obtained 19 prey 
grace for themſclues , and for their children, 
Then what ſhall I fay of the Gouermacn 
and conſcruation of Kingdoms ? what otthe 
battles and viforys of Chriſtians? what of 
ludgestheir adminiſtration of Tuſtice } why 
of the purity of Virgins ? of the conjugal 
continency of the married? of the honeſhyf 
widdows? of the good life ot the juſt ?ifthe 
converſion and tears of finners? who bei 
tempted did not fall , if the Uirgin did not 
hold him vp? who after he was fa'n: cole 
apain , if the Virgin did not lend hin her 
hand? whoeucr inuocated her in his neceſſ 
tys and did not finde remedy ? In labor,in 
pouerty , in ſicknes , in inſamy , inpriſon,in 
whatſocuer exigency ,dercli&:on,or vexation 
at ſea, and by land , and in the deeps, ſteis 
our refuge , our comfort, and our remedy, 
And fo laies Saint German Archbiſey of 
Conſtantinople , ſpeaking to the Virgin, m 
thele words.: No boy is ſaved but by, 
moſt boly Virgin."Ng bo1y as free from euilbut þ 
you,0 moſt pure Virgin. No body bas reciuet the 
zifts of God , but by your hands , | miſt au 
Uingin, No body bas receined mercy but by yk 
0 moſt honorable Virgin. Who ajter your biel 
Jon bas ſuch care of mankind , as you? White 
fo defend ws in our troubles 2 Whois ſo taps 
ſuccour v5 in, and to free vs from temptatiunt 
When they aſiail vs and perſecute it Woke 
intercede for ſinners by pious praiers, and excu(ts 
them , and obtaines them pardon , and fie 


for their ſinns? For this eauſe be that is aff 
recurres to you he that perceiues bimfſel/ oppreſſed 
With grieuances , and be that findes bemſelf at- 
tached by the furious Wancs of this tempefiuut 
ſea , lookes pon you , as the North-point 8 

bright 5hining tar , to guide, and conduit on 
to the bauen. cAll thinge , moſ} bappy Vngh, 
Which concern you are admirable ; all things # 


[upernataral ; all things immenſe , and vbii 


them from the punishment , Which they dat 


exe 
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exited our capacity: ard therefore it is no Yvon» 
that ve can not comprebend your graces and 
l; I el Hitherto Saint German.And although 
1b) the Virgin be alwaies ready and diſpoſed to 
1ST: (yccour vs ,and to hear our praiets in all our 
"' }hors and neceſſitys ; yet ſhe is ſo more ef. 
ially at the time of our greateſt neceſſity 
*nd need , to wit at the hour of our death and 
in our laſt agony , when the candle of our life 
js going Out, and the time of merit expiring, 
and when there is a greater neceſſity of her 
auor and patronage , by reaſon of the weak. 
nes of our bodys and trouble of the ſoul, and 
the ſolicitude of devils , who like hungry 
lions compals it about on all fides, and tempt 
i. endeauouring to make it loſe God eter- 
nally, 4nd no doubt but ſhe will ſuccor thoſe 
in that laſt combat of death , who haue deſer- 
edit in their life , and recommended them- 
{:jues to her : and alſo thole wbo baving be- 
fore forgotten it , do then remember them- 
elyes, and with repentance recurr to the bo- 
Gm of her mercy. Wherefore at the ena of the 
JAueeMaria The Church addes thoſe words: 
Pray for vs nov , and in the bour of our death. 
4nd. Epbrem ſpeaking to the Uirgin ,ſaics: 
Be alwaies With me , 6 mercifull Uirgin , and 
ue me Jour aſſiſtance in this preſent life, and 
dmy ſoul in the moment of death chafing 
ive, and driving far from me the black fight 
the divils , and deliver me in the terrible day 
' judgement from the borrible and dreadful 
ence of eternal damnation. Theſe arc the 
words of-Saint Ephrem. Let vs all then have 
 harty and ſingular deuotion to this Princeſs 
of the wold , Queen of heaven , and mother 
othe only begotten ſon of God. Let vs haue 
recourſe vnto her in all our neceſſitys. Let vs 
offer vnto her our hearts and defires. Let vs 
ſerye her ;and to the end that we may obtain 
her mercy , let vs imitate her vertues, Let vs 
be glad , and giue her joy of her Aſſumption 
into heaven , and of the glory which to day 
ya given her, being exalted aboue all that is 
hot God , and placed in a throne of fo high 
Miſty and greatnes ; where her mercy isnot 
(diminiſhed by her glory , but by ſo much the 
more increaſed by how much the more clear- 
 anddiſtiaQly ſhe ſees all our miſcries inthe 
divine eflence , and inflamed with that diuin 
ie, more ardently deſires to remedy them, 
Many DoQors , Greek , and Latin haue 
viitten of the Aflumption of our Lady.Saint 
lon Damaſcen , Andrew of Crete , Mcta- 
phraſtes, Nicephorus , Saint Bernard, Abſalon 
Adbot , Peter Damian, Honorius of Auſtum, 
Guericus Abbot , Laurence luſtinian ,and o+» 
therscited by Cardinal Baronius.S.Damaſcen 
and Nicephorus recount the relation, which 
luvenal Patriarch of Teruſalem made to the 
Emperor Marcian , and to the Empreſl Pyl- 
Ceria his wife: who hauing builtat Conſtar:- 
Tom, 2, 
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| tinople a ſumptuous and magnificent Chorch 
in honor of the Uirgin , they defired-tohaue 
her moſt holy body brought to it, for the or- 
ornament and prote&ion of that city , and all 
their Empire : and communicating this their 
defire with the Patriarch Iuucnal ', he re- 
counted tothem, how that by an ancientand 
true tradition it was known , that the bod 
of the Virgin was riſcn again, and the re 
we haue aboue related concerning her ACſ- 
ſumption. 

Nicephorus Calixtus faies, that the feaſt of 
the Aſſumption of our Lady was inſticuted 
in the time of Mauricius the Emperor, and 
that he commanded it to be kept: not as if 
the Emperor inſtituted the feaſt , but for that 
it being before inſtituted by the Church, he 
commanded it to be promulgated, and cele« 
brated in the Eaſt , where he ralgned, And 
allo” Saint Bernard writing to the Canons 
ofLions, faies that he had receiucd this ſo- 
lemnity of the Church : of which $.Gregory 
Pope makes mention, and puites 2 particular 
prefaceto it in his Sacramentary. And Nicolas 
Pope, the firſt of this name , ſcaking of the 
Feaſts, which the holy Church of Rome was 
wont anciently to keep , he puttes amongſt 
them that of the Vigil of this teaſt : whereby 
we ſce it is very ancient, And it was wontto 
be celebrated at Rome eſpecially with great 
ſolemnity, and our Lord concurred hereunto 
by particular miracles : for the Venerable Pe 
ter of Cluny , a man of great authority, and 
contemporary of Saint Bernard, faics,that the 
Romans were wont to preſent to the Virgin 
ypon the Vigilot her Aſſumption certain very 
great Tapers , and to light them at Veſpers, 
and that they remained burning vatill the 
end of Maſi the day following, when being 
weighed , they found that they were as heauy 
as before they were lighted , without being 
waſted or diminiſhed. To giue vs to vnder- 
ſtand that whatfocuer 15 ſpent in the ſeruice 
of this moſt holy Uirgin, is pleaſing to God, 
and is not loſt. 

Take notice , that Pope Gelafius makes 
apocryphal the book concerning the depare 
ture of the moſt holy Uirgin , although he do 
not name the author who wrote it : and it is 
belicued, that this Apocryphal book is that 
which goes vnder the name of Meliton Biſhop 
of Sardinia , although he be notthe author of 
it : becauſe S. Hierom recounting the books 
which Mcliton wrote , he makes no mention 
ofthis, and it is vaworthy of ſo great 4 man. 
We muſt alſo take notice , that Vſuardus and 
Ado 1n their Martyrologes, do ſpeak fo ofthe 
Virgin, that they ſcem tomake her reſuſcita- 
tion doubtfull , and whether ſhe be in body 
and ſoul in hcauen or no; deceiued by an E- 
piſtle written to Paula and Euſtochium, con» 
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which vader the name of S, Hicrom paſſes 

b—_ :mongſt his works.But the author of that epi- 
I5- file was netherS. Hicrom nor Sophronius his 

, ®V- contemporary ( as others ſurmiſe) but a more 
6VS Ts modern author , who feighned and publiſhed 
it vader the name of Saint Hierom,to gain it 

more authority by the name of ſo great 4 
Door : as Cardinal Baronius proues very 
— what is aſſerted in the ſaid epi- 

le, 

The ſepulcher of the Virgin was in the 
village of Gethſemani , in the valley of loſa- 
phat, vatill that in the time of Veſpaſian and 
Titus Icrufalem being deſtioyed , and all Iu- 
dea ruined , the memory of it amongſt the 
faithful was loſt and it was not known where 
it was,in ſuch (orte that $. Hicrom, commemo- 
rating the Sepulchers ofmany holy Patriarcks 
and Prophets, which in his time were in Pa» 
leſtin, and were viſited with great deuotion 
by Saint Paula , makes no mention of the Se- 
pulcher of the Virgin , as of a thing of which 
at that time there wasno knowledge. But af- 
terwards, God ſo diſpoſing, is was diſcovered: 
and Butcardus who ſay it, faies,that it wasſo 
couered with other buildings , and ſunk ſo 
low, that it was neceſſary to deſcend to it by 
almoſt Sixty ſteps. And Bede writes,that in his 
time it was ſhewen empty,and at this day it is 
to be ſeen amongſt thoſe holy places ,cutin a 
None 3 as the pilgrims relate , who go in pil- 
grimageto Iecruſalem. 
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THE LIFE OFSAINT HYACINTH, 
—_— Confeſsor , of the holy Order of 


= Saint Dominik. 


GVST 

- Aint Hyacinth was born at Saflc in 
' Poland,of 4 noble and ancient fan)i- 
& ly of the Counts of Odrouons. His 
| vcrtuous Parcnts were very carctul 
to hauc him well brought vp. He had an excel- 

lent wit,and ſurpaſſed moſt of his companions 

in learning : he was grauc and modeſt, not gi- 

uen to thole ſports and paſtimes which youth 

is ordinarily delighted with, and could not 
endure tobe idle , and conſume pretious time 
in ynprofitable diſcourſes and vain catertain-+ 
ments, but dividing it between his deuotions 
and his ſtudies, never troubled his mind with 
other affairs, That whcrin he was moſt cmi- 
nent and conſpicuous , was 4 moſt ſingular 
care and vigilancy in that tender age to pre- 
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ſerve awongſt innumerable dangers, the 
dor and innocency of his mind : and to " 
tain a pure and vndehiled virginity in ſoy] and 
body, When he was well aduanced in lear» 
ning, his vncle 740, that was Biſhop of Cz. 

coula ,and a great ſeruant of God, Promoted © 
him to holy Orders ,and made hima Canon 
of his Church, not out of any conlideration 
he had of fleſh and blood; but purely in regard 
of his deſerts, ſeing him ſober , modeſt and 
learned ; and one that would prove Iorea 


credit to the Church and clergy ofthat prime 
and head-city of the kingdom. Hyacinth bein 
in this hogor and charge , before he volt 
cither preach or exerciſe other publickfyogi. 
on in order to his neighbor , by the aduice of 
theBiſhop ,applyed himſelf to the ſtudy ofDi. 
uinity , and reading of the holy Scripture ; 
wherin he profited ſo much, 1hat he was held 
nothing inferior to the moſt learned of his 
tire, And his knowledge ſerued not fo much 
for to adorn and grace his mind, asto guidand 
dire& him in the carriage and converſation 
that is befitting an Ecclehiaſtical Perſon, His 
grauity , piety , prudence , affability , and tens 
perance did Crnnlzcly cCify all manner ofpeo- 
ple;and fo gain the afteQion of the worthy 
Prelate Two , his vacle, that he would ſcarcely 
permit him to be out of his fight: fo gre 
comfort he receiued from his vertue;and 6 


much light and help by his prudenceandleats 


' ning. Wherefore being to take a iorneytoRo» 
- | me, for to fulfill 4 vow and promiſe hehad 


made of vifiting thoſe ſacred places , hetook 
tor his companion, Saint Hyacinth. 

It happened at the ſame time , that the in- 
comparable man, mirror of all ſandity and pet- 
fcion , $, Dominik,, was come thither forto 
have his Order and inſtitute conhrmed byhis 
Holineſs , Pope Honorius ;and appearing ike 
a new ſun, ſentby «Almighty God toealigh- 
ten the world , rauiſhed all Rome with ad- 
miration of his heroical vertucs , cffcac 
ous preaching , and ſtupendious mirade, 
Wherof one of the moſt ſignal and remarks 
ble was the raifing to life N,apoleon, a Cu 
dinals nephew ; in the publick view ofallite 
clergy and people of Rome, as was recounted 
betore in S. Domigiks life, At which ſtrange 
miracle, Biſhop Ino amongſt innumerable 
other Prelats was preſent , and beheld with 


| his own eyes the many aud wonderfull cit 


cumſtances of it, whervpon conceiuinga ver 
bigh eſteem and veneration of that great Pz 
triarch, and his holy Order ; which was 0V 
confirmed and approued by the Sea Apolto- 
lick , and brought forth great fruit to 

Church of God in ſeueral parts : he was yet 
carncſtand yigent with him for to ſend ſome 


of his Religious into Poland , there to build 


Conuents and Monaſteries, that his flock and 


countrey might alſo be made partakerofthol 
man 


;n» 


wm 
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ted 


and 
, = ik was willing to ſatisfy the lau- 


eat bl<ſlings, and heavenly fauors, 


4ble and pious defires of that zealous Prela- 
ie : but his Religious Deing yet but few in 


&ſtined for other Provinces , he could not 
any of them for thoſe remote coun- 
without ſome detriment ofother places, 

yhch he bad greater obligation at vreſent to 

kpandaſit. At length when the goodBiſhop 
never caſed asking and importuning him, 
ſt to give him ſome of his choice band of 
fout foldicrs and indefatigable workmen, for 
odefend and cultivate that part of our Loxcls 
incyard which tood in no leſs need of ſuc- 
cor then others ; and which it concerned him 

1o prouide for aboue all others : the Saint 

jed ſh this manner : you ſee What 4 [mal 
wnher 1 have of workmen , and bow they are 
diet all employed, and baue their bands full: 
ad bolv is zt poſſible then for me to comply With 
rieq#eſt.Yet this I will do for you. F f among 
yur followers there be any yong men of good and 

j parts, vertuwonſly inclined , and Sealous of 

tle good of ſowtes , that take 4 liking to this 

wjeſſon , ſend them onto me : and Fle ain | 

tes vp for 4 year With the greateſt care and | , 

deft, F can, in this ſpiritual warfare: and | 

h anfide by the grace of God that by that time | 

tg ib be fit for your purpoſe, and able to ren+' 

kn that ſervice onto God and their neighbor | 

Wich ou can defire and exper? of them. This | 

matented the Biſbop : and preſently he makes 

vice of four of his own family to wit of our 
laxt Hyacinth, and Ceſlaws Polonians, Her- 
any; 4 dutchman , and Henry of Moravia? 
thom he preſents to Saint Dominik , a woſt 
dirable Maſter of Spirit and perfeQion. And 

Saint had them always in his company, 

aching and inſtructing them more by his 

awple then by his words : and loſt not his 
wor with them : for in the ſpace of 4 year 

ie) became pertc& imitators of ſo great a 

keſler: and were all of them very eminent in 

weeknes , charity , abſtinence, patience , hu- 
ality, poverty , and all other vertues: ſo that 
le holy father thought fit to ſend them into 

Mad, at the requeſt of the good Biſhop : 

ud gave thanks to the divine Maieſty, that 

httsmeans had opened 2 paſſage for his or- 

&rinto thoſe parts which ſtood in ſo great 

ed of their help, S. Hyacinth hauing made 

li profeſſion, and being ſnfficiently inſtru» 

iedhow to behaue himſcifin that Miſſion, for 

ldeglory of God, the profit of ſoules , and 
kilement of the Order , founding of Monaſte- 
tes, and the ike ; begins his iorney with his 
lee Companions , Ceſlaws , Herman , and 

May, All their prouiton and detence for ſo 

ing, ſo hard and dangerous an expedition, 

it to the divine Prouidence, was the Blel- 
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and theironly ſorow was to.be ſeparated fron w——=== 


h's moſt delightful and Angelical' conuerſati- 


on ; though this griet was much allayed by A vs 
the ioy and comfort they took in being ſcent @ v3 fy 


by obedicacc, to labor and take pains in our 
Lords vineyard, and the harueſt of Soules 

purchaſed by hispretious Blood. They paſſed 
ouer the eAlpes into Carinthia and Germany: 
and coming to Friſack, found the inhabitants 
well diſpoſed for to receive the word of God: 
Here Saint Hyacinth began to exerciſe his 
Apoſtolical tunion , and to ſow the ſeed of 
eternal life , which, our Lord watering it with 
heauenly rain, and warming it with the ſoucs 
rain beams of his divine grace, did ſo fruRify, 
that in halfa years time , innumerable pers 
ſons were conucrted to true pennance and 
amendment of their liues. And many riot cons 
tent with this, reſolued to leave the world; 
and (crue God in 4 Religiousfiate : amongſt 
whom ſeueral Prieſts and clergy men demarnts 
ded of Saint Hyacinth the holy habit of his 
Order, which be you vnto them,ſothat in A 
very ſhort time ,there was built at Friſack A 
large Monattery , and well turniſhed with 
Religious men. And Saint Hyacinth leaging 
there Friar Herman for Prior,went forward 
with his other two Companions into Poland, 
asS. Dominik had commanded him. 

When he atriued at Cracouia, he was recei- 
ucd like an Angel ſent from Heauen , with 
iricredible ioy and congratulation of all ſorts 
and conditions of people, as well Ecclefiaſti« 
cal as ſeculat: they etteemed him for his noe 
ble extraction y they loued him as one that 
had been4 Canon of the Cathedral Church, 
they reſpeed him as being nephew of their 
Biſhop , and bore him particulat reverence 
for that he was recommended vnto him by his 
Holineſs, who ſent with him his Apoſtolical 
letters to the city of Cracouia. But the loue, 
eſteem, and veneration which they had for his 
perſon , was wonderfully much encreaſed 
when they came to be better acquainted with 
him, and to dilcouer more of the divine orna- 
ments, graces and perfe&1ons of his ſoule. 
Saint Hyacinth was of 4 very comely feature, 
ot 2 pleaſant humor, ſweet and affable con- 
uerlation : and there ſhinedin his very coun» 
tenance and all his extcriour behaviour, cer« 
tain rays of purity and fauctity ,that adorned 
his mind. He was chaſt as an Angel both in 
body and ſoule } his conſcience to neat and 
clean that he abhorred even the ſhadow of 
fin, he was bumble, charitable,and O» 
nate , bearing the bowels ot 3 father equally 
towards all : cuery mans miſery and afflition 
drew tears in abundance from his eyes : he 
viſited the fick , relicued the priſoners, helped 
the poor , comforted the ſad,cncouragedthoſe 


of theic holy Patriarch Saint Dominik : 


that groaned vader the burden of any afflice 


tion ; and like holy Job, wasaan eye to the 


blind 
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ſick and an cas and ſuccor vnto all that were 
in diſtceſs. He did in all things reſemble to 
the life his holy father and founder, S. Dozi. 
2ick : his cell and conſtant abode when cha- 
rity to his neighbor did not otherwiſe iwmploy 
him, was the Church : herein he ſpert not 
onely the greateſt part of the day , but all the 
night : ind when be could pray no longer, fcr 
that nature forced him to take ſome 1eſt, he 
laid himſelf down'for an hcur or two vron 
the ſtep of the Altar. Euery night he «ficted 
Fis innocent body with a moſt ſharp dilciplin. 
He faſted euery friday , and the eues ot cur 
Blefled Lady ,and all the Apoſiles with only 
bicad and water:though indeed his whole lifc 
waSin 2 manner a continual abſtinence and 
faſt. He was never ſccn to be icle : butcither 
belpipg his neighbor, or praying, or ſtudying, 
At his arial at Cracouia, they aſſigned him 
the Church of the woſt Bleſſed Trinity, which 
wasthe beſt of the city next to the Cathedral 
Chutch, there forto touna Monaſtery : and 
the people out of their affeion and devotion 
were moſt forward and liberal in contributing 
as well thcir labor as their coſt : and the zca* 
lous Biſhop Iuo furniſhed it abundantly with 
holy chalices , C:ofles , piftures , and other 
ornaments and holy vtcnſfils : ſo that this 


Conuent was ſo ſtately and magnificent , that 


ſome Kings of Poland would be buried in it, 

The good ſucceſs which Saint Hyacinth 
had in founding this and other Monalſteries : 
yea and inall his other enterpriſes and Apol- 
tolical deſigns and labors, he aſcribed to the 
molt ſpecial fauor and aſſiſtance of the moſt 
glorious Virgin , Mother of God, who taking 
him into her prote&ion, obtained of her om- 
nipotent ſon to bleſs and proſper him in 
whatfoeuer he vadertock for Gods glory and 
the gaining of Soules: for the holy man con- 
temning all the commodities of the preſent 
world , had no other thought or aim, then to 
procure the divine goodnes and Maieſty to 
be known , loued, and ſerued by all men. 
Nor can there be found a more cfhcacious 
means to further this ſo noble and bigh a 
deſign, then to recommend it vnto her, who 
hath all power and authority with Almighty 
God. In his very infancy he ſucked in a deuo- 
tion to this glorious Queen with his nurſes 
milk : and as 1oon as he crept out of his cradle, 
he was wont frequently.to proſtrate himſelt 
vpon the groand tor to do her homage and 
reverence; and for to thank the intinit Bounty 
of God ſor creating and bringing her into the 
world for the ineitimable good and benefit 
of all markind. And the faucurs and ble(- 
ſings, which be received from ber, were very 
ſignal and extraordinary, One day as he was 
praying in the Church before an Altar of the 
Bleſſed Uirgin on the vigil of her glorious 


- blind, 3 foot to the lame, was health to the | 


—_— 
_—— — 


Aſſumption into heaven, and wasconter 
tivg with what powp and Maieſty 


and congratulation of thoſe a 
plorious Citizens, this her ent 
[emnized, preſently he ſaw the 
ned with 4 moſt radiant and 
light, in which cawe down from 
Queen of Angels, attended with 
train of celeſtial Courtiers ; and 
herſelf to her Gear client , ſpc ke 
this manner 


Comlortable 
Heaven the 
a Qumerouy 
ſhe turnins 

" 
VDto him in 


: comfort and icy be to thee ny bee 


lowed Hyacinth for that thy prayers are atiepts 
ble to my ſon and me : ard whaijeeuer thy jw 
aik of God, it sboll le granted thee fur m) meiity 
andinter«{jion. And having ſaid this (te aſcen- 
ded again into heaven, leauing Saint Hyacinth 
quite rauiſted and tranſported with $njpea. 
kable delights, cauſed in his ſcule not only! 

the preſence and diſcours of the Mother d 
God, but alſo by the moſt ſweet and melodicuy 


muſic k which the Angels niade at her depare 
ture. and the Saint had a itrange conficence 


eucr alter to obtain of Almighty 
{ocucr he ſtould a:k and demand 


God what- 
ol him;and 


aſſured two of his comp anions, vnto whon 
in confidence he related this y.fion , that oy 
Bleſ$ed Laty is 4 moſt ſpecial Patroneji of the 
Oraer of the Dominicans. The effec of ths 
liberal and ample a promis he experienced 
ſoon after.For as be ws paſſing over Jcertain 
riucrin 4 terry-boate, he elpicd apreat mul- 
titude of people aſſembled together by the 
rivers fide , about one whom they heldypin 
the midle of them : and as he came nere thea, 
he vnderſtood that they held the body of 
yong man that had bin drowned the day be- 
fore , and was newly tzken out of the watet, 
The mother of the dead man was allo there, 


who immediatly caſt herſelt at 


Saint Hyar 


cinths feet , to beg of him comfort andreliet: 
and he bidding her hope well,takes thedeceas 
ſed party by the hand, and faies vnto him: Pt 
ter, ( for that was his name ) Chriſt our Lui, 
Who/e glory T do preach , by the interc:ſiun of 
bleſſed VirgineAMother reſtore thee againti lit 
And immediatly in the preſence ot that grit 


thropg of people, the young man reviued, 
continued in life and health, A certain Lal 
that lived far from Cracouia ſent het ſon 
whoſe name was Ti/laus, thither for to1ows 
S. Hyacinth to her hous. The Saint accepted 
of the invitation, and bidding the yorgs 
with his page, who were op hors-back0 
ride betcre , followed after on foot in thei 
they were to crols the river Rats :and Viſla 
who had gon thorough it the day bclot 
without any difficulty , not refleRing that! 
water was now much higher by the rainsth4 
fell in the night and by the melting of the 


ſnow , ventured 1aſhly vypon it 


thrown off his hors, and carried away by . 
violence of the ſtream : the page who "er 
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h oreat difficulty carried this ſad tidings 
- Bio Lady his mother. And ſhe being 
\ite out of herſelffor griefand ſorrow,comes 
1" crying with a great train of Matrons and wo- 


v 
6 yoto t 


ji men of quality towards the river ,and takes 
on moſt lamentably for the loſs of her ſon. By 
this time Saint Hyacinth was come as far as 
the river , and was paſſing ouer the ferry, 
wondering to 1eC the concours , and hear the 
tifulcrying out of ſo many gentlewomen. As 
lo0n as euer be bad put foot vpon the ground, 
ite diſconſolate mother falling vpon her 
wnces before him, crycth out: O father Fya- 


nth, it is for your ſake T baue loſt my ſon What 
will become of me , moſt vafortunate creature, 
vio am nov deſtitute both of husband andcbild. 
wy only comfort , and all the bope and relief of 
my old age is raken from me. But T beſeech you 
ir the mercy of God , huly father , to baue com- 
«ion of me , and to reſtore me my ſon. This 
yoſul caſe made the moſt tender and con:- 
raſionate hart of Saint Hyacinth to bleed 
for ſorow 3 and retiring himſcit a hitle from 
the throng, he kneels down ,and with infinite 
tears beſeeches the diuine goodnes to comfort 
the afMited Mother. And as he roſe vp from 
bis prayer immediatly the dead body was 
trought againſt the ſtream to the ſhoare, 
Zutthe 46leful mother not yet ſatifed crics 
out : ſeryant of God , you baue gruen him wnto 
ne dead, reſtore him wnto me alize. Then the 
Gint coming necrer to the body, faies aloud : 
m child Viſlaus , our Lord Jeſus Chriſs , to 
whom all chings do line , quicken thee , andbring 
thee again to life : and he had ſcarce ended 
theſe words , when the youth ſtands vp aliue 
ad ſound vpon his teet. I do omit innumera- 
ble other miracles for breuitys lake : for ao 
body can make difficulty to belicue that be 
who by his prayers could raile the dead; could 
by the ſame means cure all ſorts of diſcates, 
add change the cours of nature , when he 
thought it expedient for the glory of God,and 
good of ſoules ; as $. Hyacinth frequently did, 
relying vpon the promis made him by the 
Queen ofheauen and earth,to obtain of Almzbty 
Godby ber interceſſion Wbatſoewer he sbuuld ak, 
The blefled man bauving wrought much 
fruit by himſelf and his companions and diſci 
plesat Cracouia,and in other parts of Poland, 
ſent ſome ot them to fruity in Bohemia : 
where by their preaching and good example 
hey conuerted diuers to the knowledge and 
loue of Iclus Chriſt. He himſelf ooing towards 
the Levant,entred the Prouince of Ruſſia,and 
came to the Dutchy of Chio , and in the city 
of Chioauia gained very many ſoules to God; 
Where alſo he built 4 Monaſtery ofhis Order, 
Which he dedicated to his ſouerain Lady and 
Paroneſs, the cuer glorious Virgin May. 
Here he went thorough infinite labors and 
Ufficulties in teaching:and ſuffered moſt ſharp 
Tom. 2, 


and bitter perſecutions for defending the Ca* 
tholik Religion : tor Valdomir , Duke of the 
Covntrey was fallen into the ſchiſine of the 
Grecians,and profeſſed himſcltan open cnemy 
of the Roman Church:and percetuing the zeal 
and authority which Saint Hyacinth had in 
maintaining the true faith , and perſuading 
the people to return to the obedience of 
Chriſts Uicar, their lawtul Paſtor and Father; 
ſtrived by all means to driue him out of hisdo- 
minions: though he couercd his wicked de- 
fign, and vſcd herin more craft then violence. 
And whilſt he was proie&ing how to bring 
it about , there happened an other occafion 
which forced Saint Hyacinth to retire from 
thence, For the Tartars waſting and ſpoiling 
all the Prouince of Chio , fell turiouſly vpors 
the city of Chioauia ; where the Saint reſided: 
who as he came from the Altar where he had 
{aid holy Mals, was told rhat the enemy was 1 #- 
ihing into the tin. Whetrtore veitcd as he was 
he returns to the Altar , andt. king with hica 
the bleſſed Sacrament in the Ciborium, bids 
all the Religious to follow him, There was inn 
the ſame Church a fair ſtatue of our Bleſſed 
Lady of alabaſter and very heauic , which the 
Saint vied to honor with much deuotions 
Through this ſtatue ourLady called vpon hum, 
and ſaid : my /on Hya:into Why def thou leaue 
me bebind ? take me along with thee, and leaue 
me not to be aff ronte.: by my enemies, The Saint 
with many tears replycd : and boy can 1 carry 
ſo beauy 4 Fatue : and the Virgin anſwered 
again: fear zot, my ſon, take ir with thee; it wil 
not be ſo beauy bus that you may eaſily carry 
it. With this Saint Hyaciath takes the Image 
of our Bleſſed Lady into his arms,and it was 
as lightasa reed. And holding the Bleſſed Sa» 
crament in one hand, and our Ladies Image im 
the other, departed with all the Religious out 
of the Monaſtery, and then out of the city by 
an other gate , vnto which the Tartars were 
not yet come: and finding no boate to paſs 
ouer the river Boriſtbenes , walked ouer it as 
if it had bin dry land : and thence took his 
iorncy to Cracouia : but was forced often to 
Ray by the way ;ſuch 4 multitude of people 
defired to be taught and inſtrufed by him irs 
the Catholick faith. And it is incredible what 
3 fertil harueſt he gathered of Soules in Muſe 
couy,Lituania, L:uonia , and other provinces, 
thorough which he paſſed. At length co- 
ming to Cracouia , there he placedthe mira» 
culous ſtatue of our Blefled Lady, which rcs 
ſumed again its former natural heavines , 
having bin all this while, that Saint Hyacinh 
carried it as light as 4 cane,Before he departed 


\ from Chio , he was going to preach at V;/zrade 3 


but in the way there was 2 greatand broad 
river , and no boat at hand : the holy man 
that defired to come in time for to preach, 


aduiſed his companions to commend the mat» 
| Yy rex 
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terto Almighty God : and after a ſhort prayer, 


" riſes vp,and ſpreads hisclozk vpon the water, 
and going confidently vpon it , bids all that 
V- were with him do the like:and in this manner 
they paſſed over the river as ſecurely asit they 
bad bin in a boat. The fame of which miracle 
made the people wondettully defirous tohea- 
re, andno leſs ready to follow his wholſom 
counſel] anddoQtrin, 

At lcngth this great ſeruant of our Lord, 
ſull of merits and good works ,loaden with 
years, and ſpent with continual labors, begged 
of AlmightyGod to remone him from this exile, 
and bring him to his happy and greatly defied 
Countrey eternally to ſee and enicy bis dinine 
eN.aieſty, And this petition was granted him. 
For the very next day after hc had made this 
= with wenderſul aftc&ion and burning 
defire of ſeing God, his divine Maieſty ſent 
bim a feauer as well to warn,as todiſpole him 
for 3 happy paſlage,it being then the anniver- 
ſary day ©f the glorious death ofhisboly fa- 
ther and Patriark Saint Dominik : and figni- 
ficd vnto him that he would call bim out of 
this miſerable life on the feaſt of our Bleſſed 
Ladies Aſſumption into Heauen, His feauer 
encreaſed dayly , and as it gaue the holy man 
matter of greater merit ;ſodid it afford vato 
all that were to deal with him rare examples 
ofa moſt humble and reſigned patience,which 
at this time did outſhine bis. other vertues, 
On the vigil of our Ladies Aſlumption he de» 
fired all the ancient tathers of the Monaſtery 
of Cracouia to be calied vnto him : voto 
whom he {poke briefly. in_ theſe words: «Hy 
deareſt children , it is the will and pleaſure of 
our Lord, that F depart from you to more. 
Wherfore What Yas deliuered witto me from the 
mouth of our Bleſſed Fat: er Saint Dominik ,1 
flo leaue unto y0u as your true an lavfal in- 
heritance : that you aiays keepe yourſelnes in 
meeknes and bumility of hart : and baue a moſt 

ſpecial care of maintaining mutual loue and 
charity : and eſteem pouerty as men that bawe re- 
nounced all things of the earth: for this is the 
TeHfament , or authentical inſtrument ly Which 
We claim eternal lite. And hauing ſpoken this, 
he held his peace,being now extremely ſpent, 
The next morning he heard deuoutly the Ca: 
nonical hours rcad before him, and recciued 
the laſt Sacraments and rites of the Church. 
Then lifting vp his eyes to heauen, he began 
the thirtith Pſalm : 1» te Dome fperaui, non 
conſrinnar in eternums In thee 0 Lord baue J 
hoped : let me not be confounded for euer : and 
hauing recited the ſixth vers of it : 7» manus 
tuas cmmento ſpiritum meum; into thy hands 
1 commend my ſpirit , he rendred vp his happy 
ſoule , which was immediatly taken by the 
Angels , whom he had familiarly conuerſed 
withal in his life time, and preſented before 
our Lord;who gauc him an awple reward ofall 
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his labors and faithful ſeruices, The hol 

departed this world on the fiftienth of * tom a 
in the year one thouſand two hundred 7 . 
ſcuen, being threeſcoreand fourteen years old 

Asſocn as the news of his death was re 4 I 
about the town,an infinit multitude of = | 
came 5unning to the Monaſtery forto kiGaad 
reverence his ſacred Body ; ſuch an eſteem ali 
had ob bis ſanQity, which eſtecmandreyere, 
ce was highly 'encreaſed by i miracle they 
ſaw there don with their own eyes, For 4 
happened that a youth well born, on the Ve- 
ry ſame day was killed with 4 fall fromhis 
hors : but his vertuous Parents taking vp the 
dead body , brought it to the Church and 
laid it ncer to the body of Saint Hyacinth bes 
ſceching our Lord by the merits andinterceg;, 
on of his holy ſeruant to reſtore their ſon tg 
life: and within an hour the youth riſcth vp 
aliue and in perfe& health, without thele8 
ſign of any wound or bruiſe : and declared t9 
all that Saint Hyacinth Was carried wp ith 


. great glory and triumph into Heaven: anithat 


himſelf bad accompanied him as far as bus 
gates, The Biſhop of Cracouia, Prandeta, 
moſt worthy Prelat,ſolemnized theobſequirs 
of Saint Hyacinth w ith great pomp and won- 
derful devotion of the people: and when the 
ſolemnity was ended retired himlſelt intothe 
Church of Saint Staniſlaus, to pray before an 
Altar of our Bleſſed Lady : but being much 
wearied and exhauſted with labor , he fell a- 
ſleep, wherin was ſhown hua this viſion, He 
law amultitude of Angels gloriouſly clad to 
enter the Quire of the Church proceſſing- 
wiſe : after whom followed two moſt warty 
and venerable Perſonapes, one wherof wei 
Pontifical Robes,and had a mitre on his head: 
the other in the habit of the Dominicany, but 
exceedingly reſplendent , and had ypon tis 
head two crowns. And asPrandeta was infil- 
tly ſurpriſed , andadwired this glorious ſgit, 
the venerable Prelate told him :1 am Stanſſs- 
&5,formerly Bishop of Cracouia: and my Butt 
and companion is Friar Hyacinth bo is boned 
With 4 double Crown of Door and Vnys: 
and With this pomp and triumph whichywju 
am now condutling bim to eternal Bliſs and tit 
fruitionof God :and preſently with a loudal 
moſt ſweet voice he lanwbed that Antiphon: 
Lux perpetua lucebit Saniits tuir Dom 
Eternal light sbal shine to thy Saints 6 Ink 
which was taken vp andfollowed by all hit 
ſacred and glorious Quire , which warchedit 
this manner exulting, reioycing ,and ſinging 
vp to the empyrial Heaven, Our Bleſſed Lad 
was alſo ſeen by i moſt vertuous and devout 
Religious woman, to conduct Saint Hyacinth 
with greater pomp,and 4 more numerouscom- 
pany of heavenly Spirits : who ſung alter out 
Lady theſe delicious words : 7bo ad monte 


| myrrhe , 7 ad colles Libani can Peati 


Hyacintid: 


y h 


nan - wintho: J Will go to the mountain of myrrh, 
vult if" 10to the bills of Libanus With Bleſied Hya- 
flty &nþ., oth, Lofine 3 boly Ermit that watched one 
od. ch, ht in prayer at Saint Hyacinths Tomb,ſaw 
ed Pf > beans of immenſe light come from hea 
ople 1, one tO the head, the other to the feet, 
and 1thethird to the mudle of the Saints Body : 
n all awaking the two Sacriſtans of the 
Tells church. he ſhowed it to them, By theſe and 
they naoy other teſtimonies —_— God hath 
Yr it' | {jp pleaſed to maniteſt the glory of his holy 
e Ve- confeſſor ; and eſpecially by innumerable mi- 
n his aces: of which , becauſe what we haue al- 
p the redy recounted is a ſufficient proof of the 
,and eat and eminent tauor which he bath with 
i, bes * Lord and Sauiour Tefus Chriſt, L will only 
cell ( this : that there is ſcarceany kind of diſeas 
on to nd malady 3 of which this Bleſſed Saint bath 
th vp "ot cured ſeucral perſons : which certainly 
lealt ppes the force of his pretious merits,and the 
cd to ver he hath to ohtain for his clients what» 
Vith Þ} ever fauor be knows to be fitting ſhould be 
that yked for them. 
eau caint Hyacinth was canonized for a Saint 
14,3} tyPope Clement the eighth inthe year of our 
:Quics Lord one thouſand fue hundred ninty four, 
WON 2g the ſeventeenth of April: his feaſt is kept 
A the on thefixteenth of Auguſt, Albertus Leander 
tote in his book of the famous men of the order of 
Ire al vint Dominik, Martinus Polonus , Mathias 
much Micouius , Ferdinandus de Caſtil, and others 
_ hue written of Saint Hyacinth, 
0. He 
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info Y THE LIFE OF SAINT AGAPITYS 
5 ſight, Martyr. 
taniſis- 
Brother 
bonged © Vring the perſecution ofthe Ems» 
w. > peror Aurelian , the Chriſtians 
08/e,1 being exceedingly aided , diſ- 
and ti z perſed and hid themſelues in 
oudzol "© woods, rocks and caucs.But our 
tiph00: FJ Lord then made choice of youth but tittecn 
Don. Y jeasold by name eAgapitus , of Preneſte or 
6 Lk aeſtria in Italy ,not tar from Rome ; whom 
all bl Y leaned with 4 dwine ſpirit and fortitude;and 
rchedit Oppoſed againſt all che power and fury of Au- 
fiogins Y relan for to encounter , vanquiſh, and tri- 
ſed Ladf JF -umphall at once : and by his pretious and glo- 
deyout glorious Martyrdom to encourage others, that 
Jyacint lupaſſed bim in years, at leaſtto imitate and 
ouscoMe | follow him,ſeing they had not the hart togo 
after out re him;and tolcarn by bisexampletolock 
d minted In the face, and not to fear any manner 
w Teil } ftorments for the confeſſion of leſus Chriſt, 
Ty acinthi 


Saint Hyacinth Confeſlor. 
| 


fince they ſaw with what conſtancy &tender 
and dclicate child endured all the outrage and 
cruelty that could be praiſed ypon him. 


made him be apprehended :and ſcing himon 
the one fide very. yong , andof4 delicateand 
tender complexion : and yet on the oth:r fide 
again reſolute and conſtant in his profeſſion; 
and thirſting after Martyrdom , commanded 
he ſhould be cruelly beaten with the finews of 
beaſts, noching doubting but that the vehe- 
mency ofthe pain would make him alter his 
reſolution. But when all the blows the execus 
tioners could lay vpon him, ſcrued for to pro- 
uoke and ſpur him vp the more eagerly to the 
louc of Ielus Chriſt , the Emperor delivered 
him ouer into the hands of «A:iochns, i Iudge 
or Gouernor, for to bring him by ſome means 
or other , to offer ſacrifice to the Gods. This 
Goucrnor ſhut vp bim vp in a loathſom and 
dark priſon , and there kept him four days 
without meat ; hoping by hungar, 2 paintul 
and moſt troubleſom thing, eſpecially vato 
youth, tor to tame and pull down his courage. 
But the fifth day when he was taken out of 
the priſon”, and found to be nothing at all 
changed , the Iudge commanded that bur- 


-Ning coales ſhould be caſt vpon his head : 


and Agapitus in the mcan time praiſcd our 
Lord , and faid : 4 bead that expefs to be 
crovened With glory in heauen for all eternity, 
may very Well te content to be burnt for 2 While 
vpon earth : that radiant cron will receine 4 
more ſplendid brightnes from wounds inflifiedow 
me for the loue of Feſus Chriſt. Then they 
{courged him again the ſecond time fo rudely 
and vamercifully, that they leſt not one ſoand 
place in all his body ; and the blood ſtreamed 
down trom him in great abundance. Then ta» 
king him thus naked , and full of ſores and 
pain , they hung him vp by the feet with his 
head down ward,and vaderneath him kindled 
a fire, into which they caſt filth and ordure, 
tac more toununvy bim with a moſt loathſom 
and ſtinking ſmoke; In this torment the coue 
ragious Mattyr , ſmiling ſaid vato the Gouere 
nur :t appears boy wain thy Wiſdom is , which 
[pends itſelf thus 18 ſmoake, Wherupon the Goe 
vernor being more enraged, commanded, hia 
co be ſcourged the third time both on back 
and belly, by four mca ſucceſſiucly ; and ſcal- 
ding watcr to be caſt ypon his wounds : after 
which they bruiled his mouth , and broke his 
iaws. But our Lord, for to bonor the faith 
and conſtancy ot this holy youth, and withall 
ſcuercly to puniſh the molt wicked and vaiult 
Gouecrnor : threw him down ovutof the ſcat 
where he was fitting in ſtate,in quality of lud- 
ge:and with the fali he wasſobruiſed,that ſoon 
after , feeling and acknowledging , though 
without true repentance, the arme of God, 


chat was fighting in theMartyr,he gave vp his 
yatortus 
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The Emperor having had notice of him, 6 v3 Is 
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vnfortunate and wretched ſoul to the diuels. | 


=—— When thc Emperor heard the news of Antio- 


IS, 
V- Agapitus, whom he commanded to be expoſed 


chus his death, he reſolucd to revenge it vpon 


GVS Te no wild beaſts for to be torn and eaten by 


them,that he might find his ſepulcher in thcir 

bellies. But he was fruſtrated of his expeQati- 
on, for thoſe ſauage beaſts, laying aſide their 

natural fiercenes, came fawning tothis ſweet 

child, and kiſſed and licked his feet, The offi- 

cers being much oftended at this ſpeQacle, 

immediatly cut off the Martyrs head: and the 

Chriſtians ſecretly conueying away his body 

by night , buried it about A mile from Rome, 

ina new ſepulcher , prepared miraculouſly by 

our Lord, for the holy youth , his moſt {tout 

and yalorous champian. This ſo great courage 

in 4 child wrought very cfficaciouſly vpon 

Anaſtaſius ,3 prime officer in the army , who 

was conueited by it vnto the faith of Chriſt, 
/and three days aſter was crowned a Martyr. 

Saint Agapitus ſuffered vpon the cightienth of 
Avguſt, inthe year of our Lord two hundred 

ſeucnty and fige; in the time of the atorclaid 

Aurelian, His Bleſſed Relicks are at preſcat 

at Paleſtcia, where he dyed ; and ate in great 

honor and veneration of all the people.Men- 

tion is made of him in the Roman Martyrolo-. 
oc, and in thoſe of Venerable Bede, Viuardus, 
and Saint Ado, Cardinal Baronius writes of 
him in the ſecond tome of his Annals, and in 

his notes vpon the Martyrologe. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Bernard Abbot. 


Fd 


N the Province of Burgundy there 
is a litle village called Fontain, 
which ancicntly was of litle note 
and eſteem , but now with good 
reaſon is very famous and renowned , for 
having beenthe birth-place of Saint Bernard, 
Abbot , a mirror of all vertues, and 4 liucly 

ortraiture of Sanity ; whoſc life, taken 
out of the fine books which WillamAbbot of 
Boneual , and Godfrey Abbot of Clareual, 
Companion and ſecretary tothe Saint, wrote 
of it, is as followes, In the ſaid Village of Fon- 
tain there lived an honotable , and vertuous 
Gentleman , called Teſelin-, a braue foldier, 
and alſo a good ſeruant of God : for that he 
ſo followed the warrs, that he forgot not the 
profeſſion of a Chriſtian. He was married to 
one Alice of Montbarr, 4 vertuous, honeſt, and 
ſruitfull woman, by whom he had fix ſons, and 


Saint Agapitus . Martyr, 
one daughter. Amidſt the cares of her houſe 


and family Alice was not vnmind{ 
tear of our Lord , and of works of — | yo 


3 ſhe Offered 


when ſhe had brought forth x ſon 


him at her own breaſts 


her womb a litle whitedogg, with aired 

and that he barked : and oakdlagthe nn 
witha ſeruant of God, he anſwered her that 
her ſon ſhould be 3 great preacher, and ſhould 


bark againſt the wickedtodefendthe houſe of 


God, which is the Church, and with his me. 
dicinall tongue ſhould cure the wounds of 
many fouls. Saint Bernaid being born his 
mother brought him vp with greater cac 

then ſhe did her other children : and as ſoon 
as ſhe could poſſibly , put himto ſchool, and 
prouided him of good maſters, The child wi 
diligent in his ſtudies, obedient tohis maſter 
and parents, affable to all, a fricnd offilence 
and quictnes , and an enemy of noyſe and y- 
denes, He was noted for his Uirginal modeſty; 
and for ſimplicity and candor of mind and yas 
mortifedto all the things of the world, When 
he was a boy he was grieuouſly aflifted ith 
A terrible headach, they brought awoman to 
bim which was a ſorcereſs , to cure him: he 
percciuing who ſhe was, inſtantly leapedout 


| of his bed, and crying out , with great indig- 


nation thruſt her out of the room: anditpk- 
ſed our Lord inamediately to cure him, yho 
for fear of offending him , had refufed to be 
cured by ſuch 2 woman , One Chriſta 
night he was preſent in the ChurchatMat 
tens, defirous to know the hour in which our 
Lord was borne : and being faln aſlcey the 
child Ieſus appeared to him , as newly bor, 
beautifull aboue all that can be ſaid or imag- 
ned , and recreated his ſoul with an ineffble 
ſweetnes, By reaſon of this Regalo andior 
from heaucn, he began to give himſelftoc 
templation , in which he was very cmined!, 
and remained wonderfully deuotedto the li 
cred myſtery of the Natiuity of our Lord. u 
was petſwaded that the hour of midnight, 
which he had ſeen him , was the pron 
at which the eternal word, and tenderi 
was born, When any money cametohus 

he gaue it in almes to the poor, but ver ſectet 
ly, leaſt the works of charity which bc did 
ſhould-come to be known. He being Je 
yong , his holy mother ended her daics mol 
Chrittianly , with no ſmall reſentment ofher 
ſon Bernard , for the loff of ſuch 3 ſupport, 
and ſucha Miſtreſſ, He was of 4 ve!) Fol 


9, 
him with her own hands to God, and ſackled : 


» NOt truſting him t, ©) 51 
thecareof 2 nurſe; and being = w 
growth ſhe tcd him with groſler meats - 
one that would breed vp her childreg for tte 
deſert , and not for the world. Theſe were te 
Parents of Saint Bernard, who was the third 
ſon. When his mother was with child of j; 

ſhe ſecmed to hetrſelt in her leep =" ws, 


diſpoſition, and of 4 rare beauty, the blood 


 boyledin his veins by reaſon of his youth, the 


7 companies and occafions, that ſolicited him 
I” togi | his appetit : 

togiue the reines to his appetites, were many: 

befuffered great temptations from the enemy, 
and certain laſciuious women moleſted him, 
and fet their ſnares for him , for to make him 
loſe the precious iewel of chaſtity : but by the 
fauor of our Lord he ouercame them all , and 
conſerved that gitt of celeſtial purity , which 
once loſt can neuer be recouered. One time 
he was 2 litle careles, and held his eyes fixed 
ypon a beautifull woman, notrefleQipg what 
he did : which when he perceived , he wasſo 
confounded and aſhamed, that to take venge- 
ance of himſelf ,and to pay for that fault by 
pain, he caſt himſclt ſtark naked into I pool 
hard by of trozen water (for it was winter) 
yp to the neck, and he remained in it ſolong, 
that the extreme cold had almoſt extingui- 
ſhed his natural heat , and they took him out 
half dead. But by that ſo feruorous an ac he 
merited , that God by his grace ſhould mortity 
in him the concupiſcence of the fleſh, and 
quench the flames of infernal fire , which 
nign in our members, The holy youth then 
king the great dangers in which he was , be- 
zan to think with himſelf how to get out of 
them , and to retire himſelf to ſome religious 
Order as to a ſecure haven. Whilſt he was 
&liberating he ſuffered great temptations 
from the enemy and his miniſters, The flower 
of his age made war againſt him , propoking 
vato him ſenſual delights, and exhorting him 
not to leaue the preſent for what was to come. 
The diyel repreſented vnto him, that though 
he ſhould fall into ſin, he might do pennance 
orit in bis old age : and that God was gen- 
tle and mercifull, and one that knew well our 
weaknes and frailty , and bad ſhed his blood 
br vs ypon the crofſ, There wanted not 
others his triends and companions, who ha- 
ling entred into the broad way which leades 
Yato perditjion , by their words and example 


exhorted him to do as they did. The wortd | 


oftexed him great hopes of honor and riches 
founded in his great wit, learning, andgood 
liſpoſition: yea his very brethren and kindred 
(which in ſuch deliberations are the moſt 
cel and dangerous enemies ) were thoſe 
which moſt of all kindled this fire , alledging 

thedelicacy of his complexion would not 
be able to endure the auſterity and rigor of 4 
religious life , and that by 4 milder way he 
wipht both ſerue God, and belp ſouls without 
burying the talents which were given him : 
Vith which , perſcucring in the courſe of ſtu. 
ds be had begun, he might obtain the iuſt re- 
wardof his rare knowledge, and fingular ver- 
tue, honor his tawly , illuſtrate his countrey, 
and profit the world. The vertuous youth was 
_ and afflited, with the confion of {0 

Om. 2, 


2 


| 


Saint Bernard Abbor, 
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different thoughts:and vnderſtood'with what . 


warines we are to ſpeak of divine 1nſpirati- 
ons, and that the vocation of God, when he 
Calles vsto perfection, is not to be diſcovered 
but to a'very few, and thoſe ſpiritual and choi« 
ce perſons, As did that merchant in the Goſ- 
pel. who hauing found 4 treaſure in 3 field, hid 
it ,and loldall that he had to the end that he 
might purchaſe that field, andenioy the tieas 
lure which was init. ButalthoughS. Bernard, 
tor that he was ſo many ways alſaulted begari 
to wauer and ſtagger , yet ar laſt fauored by 
our Lord he broke the chains, and became 
victorious. For as he wasin a Church ſhedding 
many tears,and powring out his aflited heart 
with fighs and fobs in the preſeace of our 
Lord, and beſecching him that he would be 
pleaſed to dire him in the way he was to tas 
ke for his greater (eruice, he was illuminate 
by light from heaven , and ſo fortifyed>by the 
divine grace, that he reſolued to fight vadet 
the ſtandard of the crofl like a valiant ſoldier, 
and to call and carry along with him asmany 
as he could, to that glorious warfair : and he 
did it in ſuch forte, that he gained to God his 
vncle, brother to his mother ; who was called 
VIdericus, a preat ſoldier, rich, and Lord ofa 
caſtle : who opened the way to the reſt : and 
Bartholomew,and «Andrew, the two yonger 
brothers of Saint Bernard immediatly followed 
him: Guy and Gerard, his twoelder brothers 
did the ſame afterwards, Gerard coſt him not 
4 litle labor, for when he vnderſtood the re« 
ſolution of his brothers, he ſcoffed at it : and 
according ts the faſhion-of the world attribu» 
ted it toa childiſh lightnes : Saint Bernard bes 
ing not able to moue him by words , laid his 
hand vpon his fide , and foretold him that he 
ſhould be wounded todeath by. 4 blow with 
a lance, which notwithſtanding ſhould indeed 
make him live , for the firme reſolution he 
ſhould then make ot being a Monk as well as 
his brothers. After ſome time the Propheſy 
was accompliſhed , for at the fiege of Grancey 
he was mortally wounded in that very place 
which S. Bernard had toucht , and then he 
cryed out thathe wasa Monk. Thus woun- 
ded he was carried to a dark priſon where 
after he had remained a long time,he heard in 
his fleep , To day thou halt be freed out of pri- 


pra 
A ya 
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on. Thinking and ruminating vpon what he . 


had heard , he touched his irons , which forth« 
with broke in pzeces , and going to the gate, 
the bar looſed it ſelf, and fell into his bands: 
he aſcended to the court of the Caſtle, and 
finding the door open, he went ſtraight to the 
Church, where he percciued that he had cſcas 
ped out of prifen , forbetorc he had ſeen no- 
thing : then inſtantly he fled and went to his 
brothers, demoſtrating by his great auſteritys, 
moſt ardent teruor, and inſupportable labors, 
which he endured all kis lite long, the excel- 
L7z lency 
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Saint Bernard Abbot. 


lency of this his ſo admirable, and extraordi- 
nary vocation. So that now ofall the brothers 
there remained only the yongeſt , called Ni- 
uvardus, whom they thought fitto leaue inihe 
world for the comfort of their father (now an 
old man)and for the gouernment of the fami- 
ly and eſtate they had left. All the brothers of 
Saint Bernard, and his vncle, and thirty others 
that followed him, reſfolued to enter into the 
Order of the Ciſtercians, which litle before 
had been tounded by the Ucnerable Abbot 
Robert , vnder the rule of Saint Benedict, 
and confirmed by the Pope, in the year ot our 
Lord one thouſand ninety eight. Which order 
had only one Monaſtery in a wood apart, and 


ty reaſon of the great auſterity of life and ſtrit 


encloſure that was obſerued in it, there weie 
ſew that would cater in to it. Saint Bernard, 

and his brothers, and their companions made 

choice of this place, wherein to giuc themſel- 
ues indeed to God 1n perfe& humility ,and 
contempt ofthe world. But it happened that on 
3 certain; day Guy the elder brother , found 
Niuardus the yongeſt of all the brothers, 
playing inthe ſtreet with other boys and ſaid 
vnto him : Niuardus God be With thee, Wego to 
Religion and leaue thee beir of all our goods. 
Totheſe words the child anſwered , but not 
with the iudgement ofa child , but of a wiſe 
and vnderſtanding man, What ? Do you take 
beauen for your ſelues, and leane me earth?This 
is not au equal dinifion. And accordingly ſome 
daics ufter hc alſo followed his brothers, and 
catred into the Monaſtery, where they were all 
zeceiued in the year ofour Lord ane thouſand 
-one hundred and thirtecn , to the incredible 
comfort ofStephen Abbot, who had ſucceeded 
Robett, and of thoſe few mor.ks which were 
with him, bavuing great hopes thatGod would 
-ginethema numerousand nappy poſterity,and 
that the children of that houſe would ſpread 
themſelues all ouer the world , conformably 
40A revelation , which bad been made ſome 
"years before to one of thoſe holy monks, as it 
Lond; and as we ſhall fee afterwards. And 
that holy O1der increaſcd not only in famous 


- men which it had, but alſo in holy Nunns, 
who had their beginning from a Mopaſtery, 
: which by occaſion of this entrance of Saint 
- Bernard and. his companions into Religion 
. : was built, For that ſome ofthem were married 
- nien,andthgir wives , thatthcy might better 


. ſerve our Lord, had freed them from the bond 
of watrimony , and deſired, alſo to offer yp 
themſclucs an holocauſt to their Creator ; in 

-order to their retirement a Monaſtery was 


- þuilt at the ſolicitation of Saint Bernard 1n the 
- Dioceſl ot Langres, which was called Billet. 
: Which Monaltery was very famous for ſanGi. 
.ty, and in time was well prouided with reve- 
"news and poftiefſions ; and from that as from 
- the plant andcoot, ſprung vp the fruit, which 


extended it ſelf to other parts; 


Our Saint began his Noviſhip When he 


was three and twenty years old, and began a p 
it with ſuch 4 diligerice and care of proh- wp" 
Al i 


ting ; that he ſeeged not to begin , but i, 
woke an end, He bed alwaies in bis hare 

and very often in his mouth thele words: 
Bernard , Bernard , for What giſt tho n- 
ter into Religicn ? Ae gauc himſelf fo much 
to the mortitication , not only of his intcrioe 
afteQions ,and inordinate paſſions , but allp 
of his exterior Senſes, that he ſcemed to make 
no vic of them, but what was preciſely neceſ. 
fary. He ſaw, and he did not ſee: he heard,and 
he did not hear : he ate , and he did not eat: 
ſlept , and he did not ſleep : {6 abſorpt and 
tranſported he was into God, He had been a 
whole year in the Dormitory of the Novices, 
and knew not whether the vault were of 
wood, or of ſtone:and having gon very ofen 
into the Church, which had many windoyz, 
he thought there had been no more then one 
in it. He had his fleſh ſo ſubie& and obedient 
to the Spirit , that it ſeemed ratherto bedexd, 
then mortified. His ſilence wascontinusl, his 
lavghter rare and vety modeſt too and accor- 
ding to reaſon , that he might not ſeem to he 
exceſſively auſtere : his habit was poor, vile, 

and cours, but clean : for although he wa4 

friend of pouerty, yet he was none of ſloyen- 
lines. He went to cat as to a torment , and 
the very thought of mcat filled him, He abs 
horred ſleep as a reſemblance of death : and 
when forced by neceſſity he took ſomerepole, 

it was ſuperficial and light , that no bodybut 

himſelf could haue paſſed withit. And when 

heſaw any religious man to fleepill-com 
ſed, or ſnorting, he was offended atit, and 
that he ſlept like a ſecular, and not likeaReli 
gious mau.By bis much any and watching, 
by his extreme pennance, and auſterity oflike 
his tomack was ſoſpoiled,that the litle which 
heate, he was not able to retain it: andiſany 
thing did ſtay with him, it was ratherto Gy 
his death , then to ſuſtain his life, He had 

loſt his taſt, that ſometimes through thecat- 
leſnes of him that ſerued him, hewouldea 
raw fat inſtead of butter, and drink oylinſtad 


of water, withouttaking any notice ofit,Aud 


although he had ſo litle healthas he had, av 
body could preuail with him whilſt he vs 
a novice to admit of any relaxationinthels 
bors of the community : but on the contra 
being profeſt he continued the exerciſes 

the Novices, thinkipg, and ſaying that othes 
were faints , and verkett, and therefore might 
admit of ſome remiſſion, but he who wsi# 
perfe& and a beginner , ought to be rigo/o 
and tri. In ſo much , that if the Monkswere 
employed in ſomething which he could o9t 
do , be would recompenſe jt by employing 
himſclfat the ſame time, in ſomthing ofequ# 


of 
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huoble. Vp0P 2 time the monks were by obc- 
dence to cap Corn, in 2 farm belonging to 
Monaſtery,and he was commanded to reſt 
and do nothing, by reaſon of his weaknesand 
ite forces, and for that he knew not how to 
Joit ; he beſought our Lord with many tears 
to giue him a dexterity in reaping ,and our 
Lord gaue him4o completea grace herein, that 
he ſurpaſſed all the reſt: and this pitt remained 
vith him during Þis life , to the admiration of 
the other mODKS, and to his own great guſt 
andcontent, for the deuotion which he felt 1n 
reaping, calling to mind the tauor which God 
had done him. Ys | 
Saint Bernard being ſo mortificd , and his 
te ſo ſubiect to the {pirit , and the ſpirit ſo 
recolle&ted and interior, living allwaies within 
timſelf, be came to be as it wereaclear and 
pure looking-glaſl, to recciue the rays ofdiui- 
ie wiſdom. And ſo he got not only a moſt 
xerfeſt habit of praicr , and meditation, but 
iſo 3 moſt high degree of paſſiue contempla- 
tion : by which alicnated from his ſenſes,and 
exterior operations, and melted and imbrewed 
inan incffable ſweetnes,with profound filen- 
x, and moſt chaſt embracemeats he 'vnited 
hinſelf to the ſupreme Good. And our Lord 
chenſhed him in ſo'high a _ , that on a 
imeweeping before 4 Crucifix, the Crucifx 
fetched out an arm, and caſt it about him, 
embracing him , and carreſſing him with fin- 
k fayor.Even in exteriox works , by a fingu- 
krprigiledge,be ſo employed himſelf in them, 
that he ceaſed not interiorly at the ſame 
tine to treat with God, which was 4 mar- 
ellous and extraordinary thing, Saint Ber- 
tard was not one of thoſe who vader the 


wetext of giging themſelues to contemplati- | 


oa, fly labor, or for their own particular guſt 
Iegle&the publick good: but he zoyned ation 
vith contemplation , and preferred thoſc 
tings which were publick and of obedience, 
before his own private and voluntary deuoti- 
ons, But when he was free and without obli- 
pation of applying himſelftothe common ex- 
exciſes and of obedience , he did fo loſe and 
Gown himſcifintbe conſideration of inuifible 
tkings, as if he had had nether ſenſe, nor mc- 
nory of any carthly thing. He walked a who- 
le day ypon the border ot the Lake of Loſane, 
add his companions at night falling into diſ- 
courſe about it, he wondered at it, affirming 


he know that there was i lake there. Another 
timegoing ta ſpeak with the Carthuſian Fa- 
thers ſome body lent him an horſe well ac- 
coutred , and with 4 curious bridle ; and obs» 
ſerving that the Prior of the Carthuſians 
Wondered at the brauc furniture of his horſe, 
the Saint alſo began to take natice of it, and 
0 open his gyes to ſee that , which before he 


Saint Bernard Abbot. 


1x oreater labor, or at leaſt more abic& and 


had not ſeen , as he ingenuouſly confeſſed, 
Whercby itappeares bow abſtra andabſorpt 
this moſt boly magalwaies was, not only in 
corporal and exterior exerciſes , but alſo in 
other buſineſſes of great importance, in which 
it ſcemes impoſſible not to be diſtrated from 
divine things. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
learning ct S. Bernard, for that he was wont 
in the fields and in the woods to converſe fas 
miliarly with our Lord, and to receiue raycs 
of divine light from heaven , andin hisprayer 
and meditation to penetrate the moſt high 
myſteries of Divinity. And was wont to lay 
merrily to his friends, that the litle knowledge 
which he had in the Holy Scripture, he had 
learnt it by meditating and praying in the 
helds , without having any other maiter then 
the oaks and beechtrees : but that knowledge 
in divine writ, which he called litle, was one 
of the rareſt, and moſt eminent gifts whichhe 
had rcceined, For he had fo penetrated all the 
words and apiccs of thaſe ſacred books, that 
whatlocuer he ſpake, wrote, or preached, was 
holy Scripture : not like one thatcited it, but 
like one that had ruminated it, digeſted it,and 
conuerted it into himſelf. And the ſame Saint 
confeſſed ſometimes, that berog in praier he 
law the boly ſcripture , as it were interpreted 
and expounded before him. And yet tor all 
this. he did not not ceaſe to read and ſtudy 
with great diligence the interpretation of the 
holy Fathers , and Doors : not cqualling 
bimſelfto them , or making himſelf their ma- 
ſter , but like an humble (chollar , modeſtly 


ſubieQting himfelt to what they have written, 
| and following with great accurgtenes the 
' path which they hauec traced vs; as is to be 


ſeenin his moſt deuout works, 
This divine and reſplendent light hauing 


| been for a time hidden, our Lords pleaſure 
| Now was to (ct it vpon a candleſtick , to the 
| end that it might giue light to all his houſe ; 
| and inſpired vntothe AbbotStephen , that he 


ſhould build a Monaſtery in Clareual , and 
make S. Bernard Abbot of it, who was yct 


| very yong, andof weak health and notaccuſe 
' tomed to treat with ſeculars in ſuch like oc» 


cuppations, Clareual was a place by the river 
Alba, in the territory of Langres, an ancient 
neſt of theeues and robbers. It was called the 
valley of Wormwood , cther becauſe much 
wormwood grew there , or cls for the bitter 


| grief of tholc that tell into the hands of the 
wolt ſeriouſly that he had not ſecn it, nordid | 


robbers. Here the new Monaſtery was built, 
and was as it were the firſt colony and ſwarm 
that came forth of Ciſterce. Saint Bernard 
endeauored as muchas he couldpoſlibly , to 
be ſuperior tono body , but to be ſubic to 
eucry one : but 1n fine he bowed his head to 
obedience , clpecially when he had conſidered 
thas he was ſent thither not to reſt butto take 


pains, For that the Monaſtery had no founda- 
tion, 


Saint Bernard Abbot. 


tion , the houſe was very trait, litle, and ill 
accommodated ; befides the air was vpwhol- 
ſom and very cold : in ſuch forte that thoſe 
Grſt Fathers that founded it ſuffered great 
want , hunger , and thirft, cold, and nakednes 
Their meat was beech-leaves boyled , their 
bread was niaGe of barley and willet, fo vrſa- 
uory,, that a Religious wan that paſſed by 
there carried a loaf of it away with him, 
to ſhew it for a nuracle , cſteeming it tor 
ro lefl,that thoſe that made it their food could 
be able to live. Gerard, brother of S. Bernard 
was the Procurator of the houſe, and ſcing 
the extreme pouerty that the Religious luffe- 
ied, and finding no means to remedy it , he 
went to Saint Bernard and propoſed vato him 
the want that the Conucnt was in , and 
told him that they bad need ofeleven pounds 
in money atleaſt ,to make provition for the 
houſc that the monks might not be ſtarved. 
The Saint comforted the procurator his bro- 
ther, and ſet himſelt to pray, and behold im- 
mediately there came a woman to the pate, 
who caſting herſelf at his fect, gave him twelve 
pounds 1n alms ,befecching him to recom- 
mend her husband to God , who. was very 
orievoully fick. The Saint gave the woman 
tharks for her aims , and told her that at her 
return to her houſe, ſhe ſhould find her hus- 
band well and in health, as ſhedid. And by 
this ſucceſs the Abbot ſweetly reprehended 
the puſiilanimity of the Procurator:and thoſe 
Religious lcarnt to confide in God, who neuer 
abandons thoſe that truly ſerue him. 

S. Bernard held himlelf vnworthy that God 
ſhould make vic of him inthe ſauing of ſouls: 
but the great charity that burned 1n his breaſt, 
made him forger his own indignity , and with 
oreat ſolicitude to ſeck and procure the ſalua- 
tion of his neighbors. One night he ſet himſelf 
to conſider this matter in his praier, and he 
hal ſuch a kind of vifion as this. It ſeemed to 
him that there came from all parts through 
the mountains a very great multitude ofmen, 
of different eſtates and babits, and that they 
deſcended into the valley where his Monaſte- 
ry was, in ſuch ſort that there was not room to 
contain them in all that Circuit, The fignifi- 
cation of the viſion wasdeclared by the cffe& 
in the multiplication of the Religious, who 
warred 4 ſpiritual wartair vader this great 
Patriarch, and of the many and rich Monaſte- 
ries, which he himſelt founded in ſo many dif. 
ferent places. Amongſt others that came to ta- 
ke the habit , to the greater comfort of Saint 
Bernard, one ot the firſt was his own father 
Te(clin, who waking himſelf fon and bro- 
ther in ſpirit to him whom-he had begotten 
according tothe fleſh,\cntred into the Mo» 
naitery, and there happily ended his daies, 
The filter which now only remained in a ſc- 


cular itatc, and was married toa rich man,and | 


gave herſelf to the bravery and po 

world, hauing come cne Ar "3a 
attended to ſee her brothers in the a 
was confounded for that they would ae, 
vouchſafe to ſee her : and heating the OY T 
ot lite which Saint Bernard lpake R_. Gy 
COmMme by ter hgts and rears went ds 
{he was [o ch: nged , that alj the Care wor. 
be tore ſhe took to trim and adorn her bog | 
ſhe converted it to beautity herſoul, andic 
enrich it with wo;ks ofpennance and piery ; 
and this with ſo great fervor that her huxband 
at the end ot two yeats gave her leave toenter 
into the Monaſtery ot the Nunns of Billet ad 
there to conlecratc herlelt to our Lord: where 
4 Ling pecſeucred, and gauc vp her foul to 
God, 

But it is not ſo wonderfull, that Chriſt our 
Lord ſhould draw ſo many men of fodiflerent 
eſtates and conditions,to ſerve him in ſo rigo- 
rous andperfeft a kind cf lite, vndet therule 
and goucrnment of Saint Bernard ax isthe 
manner of his drawing of them rare and mar- 
uellous, by the intercefhon and praiers of he 
lame Saint, Once there came 3 company of 
yong Gentlemen , very gallant and merry ,to 
ſce the holy Abbot, of whom fame had repors 
ted great matters,It was then Shrouctide.zod 
they in the heat of youth ſought outiplce 
thereabouts neer the Church , to runat the 
ring, to exctCiſe themſe!ues in armesand ſuch 
like cntertainments. The Saint entreatedthem 
not to do ſo , but they would not hearhim: 
he commanded beere to be brought,andgaue 
them to drink, but firſt bleſſed it, Scarce yere 
they gon out ofthe Monaſtery, when moued 
with a new ſpirit from heauen,they beganto 
diſcours amongſt themſclyes of the would, of 
its deceits and dangers : and they wereſo it» 
flamed with a deſire of perfe&ion, thatim- 
diately without delay they all together, vitl 
one mind and one will returned tothe Mo» 
naſtery, and with great huwility beggedtode 
admitted into it ;and with great courage 
patience, paſſing through many labors, thej 
ploriouſly perſeuered in the Order, Thischate 
p: wae indeed fromthe right hand of thenol 

igh. But there were other changes alſonoll 
remarkable , among which one was 01 
Prieſt , called Maſcclin , who going torecee 
Saint Bernard (as he came to Maycnce) inthe 
name of his Lord the Archbiſhop; and telling 
him who he was , and who had ſenthim tix 
Saint pauſed 4 while, and looking wiltlyit 
him, ſaid vnto bim : «Azother Lordgreatet this 
he has ſent you , %ho Will be ſerwed by 308. 40d 
although in the beginning the Prieſt reſiſted, 
and was auerſe from it, and very far fromany 
ſuch thought , at lat he yeelded, and inthe 
company of many other learned and honotÞ 
ble men , he came to the Monaſtery of Clare 


ual toask the habit.Nor is that lef wonders 
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king of France : but is by fo 
much greater, Þy how much the perſon with 
vhom it happened was of higher dignity, 
ThisPrince came to Clareual , tO treat with 
the Abbot about ſome affairs of importance, 
When he had diſpatched his buſines,he defired 
that all the nooks ſhould be called together, 
that he aight take his leaue of them and com- 
nend himſelf to their praiers. And he did fo : 
dinſtantly the Saint cold him, that he hoped 
that he would not dy in that eſtate in which 
he was at preſent , but that ſhortly he ſhould 
mderſtand by experience , how efficac:ous 
thoſe praters Were which he had asked of tho- 
{ poor 
accompliſhed, that the very ſame day Henry 
elolued to follow the footlteps of Chriſt our 
Lord, and to dy vpon the Croll of holy Religi- 
n. All bis faruly fo reſented this change of 
teirmaſter , that they lamented him yet aliue, 
wifhe had been dead : butaboue all there was 
one called Andrew , who had ſuch a ſtrange 
koſe of it that he went euen out out of him- 
{{ and mad with anger began to ſpeak blaſ- 


usly and very iniurioufly againſt the | 


ſeruants of God, This Prophely was | 


Saint Bernard Abbot: 


which happened to him with Henry, naturall 
0, brother tO the 


| 
| 


y Abbot, asi deceiuer and a falſe prophet, 
The Prince beſought the Saint that he would 
ncify him, and vie a more particular care to 
convert him to: God then the others. Saint | 
Jemard anſwered him : Let bim alone at pre- 
fat, vil # be is exaſperated and blinded With 
juſſon, and aſSure your (elf he is your own. The 
Pmnce for this new hope had Agreater deſire 
«his ſeruants conuerſion then before , and 
zzin beſought the blefled Father, , that he 
yould ſpeak to him ; the holy Abbot anſwe- 
&d bim with a ſeuere countenance : Did not F 
wh te 10u that be is your on? Thoſe which 
repreſent, and Andrewhimſelfheard this diſ- 
wirs: who being more obſtinate and furious 
tten before, ſhaking his head ſaid within him- 
kf(as he afterwards confeſled) : Now F know 
that thow art 4 falſe Prophet , for I shall newer 
hat Thich thow ſayeſt. The next day he went 
ay very diſcont@ted,curling the Abbot, and 
Paying to God that the carth might open and 
wallow vp that Monaſtery . But that very 
pht, being in his lodging he felt ſuch pric- 
kings or impulſes, and interior motions , that 
anediatcly he roſe out of his bed , without 
aheRting the day, and returned to Clareual, 
adaked with great bumility the habit, tothe 

ration and comfort of thole who were 
thete, and knew what had paſſed. Another 
lime in journey which the Saint made into 
Flanders, he gained to our Lord certain Fle - 
uhGentlemen, learned men, who followed 
limand in his return went with him intoBur. 
fuady. And at Chalons 4 City of Campania 
"France,diſplaying the nets ot bis preaching, 


took 2 preat multitude of excellent ſubjefs, 
Tom. 2, 


| - 


and euery day many entred into his MonafterY, 


who mouecd by the fame of the Saint, and difa- 
buſed concerning the vavrity and cooſenages 
of the world , came to fight for Chiiſt vnder 
ſo valiant 4 Captain, 

Atthe beginning of his goguernment, mea» 
ſuring his fubie&s by his own ſpirit and feruor, 
he was more ſeuere and rigorous then was 
conuenient, For firſt , when he recciued an 
Novice, amonglit other things he aduiſed him, 
that be rhould leaue bis body without the Con« 
xent , and enter only With his ſoul, When he 
confeſſed his mopks, any fault , bow light ſo« 
eucr,it was, ſcemed grieuous vato him: and he 
required of all ſo great perfeion, that many 
loit all hopes of atraining it , and all deſire to 
procure it. From whence there aroſe a certain 
ladnes in the hearts of his ſubies,which made 
them loſe that ſpirit , deuotion , and feruor, 
which is wont to be a ſpurr toprofit, and ma» 
ke progreſl in the way of vertue, But the opi« 
nion they all had ofthe ſan&ity of their good 
father was fo great, thatthey laid a'l the tault 
vpon their own negligence, orlitle capacity 2 
without complaining of him, or contadicin 
him in any _ which he ordained. And this 


| humility of the fubic&s, God almighty ſodifo 


pong it, opened the eyes of the ſuperior : for 
Saint Bernard ſcipg the humility and niodeſty 
of his Religious , began to caſt the blame 
vpon himſelf, and not to charge them ,nor 
afli& them ,Borto ſay any thing to.them, but 
only to attend to himlelt, votill God ſhould 
diſcouer ſome other thing yato him. During 
this time,therc appoared vatohim inthe night 
4 child clothed with 3 celeſtial light, and cx» 
preſly commanded hiar , that he ſhould not 
torbear to ſay to his children whatſocucr he 
thought , for that it ſhould not be he that 
ſhould ſpeak +, but the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
ſpeak in him. And together with this come 
mand our Lord infuſed into him # new gra» 
ce, and ſingular git of mildnes and ſweet- 
nes, by -which he learnt to compaſſionate the 
weak, and to ſubmit and accommodate hige 
ſelf to the capacity of the rude and dull, and to 
take from cucry one,that which ( ſauing Reli- 
giousdiſciplin) he could well get. Whereby he 
came to be ſo changed, that he appeared quite 
another man : and began with an extraordi- 
nary tendernes and folicitude to provide for, 
and preuent the neceſſitys , not only of the 
ſoul , but alſo of the body of all his ſubiecs. 
And for that ſome of them had ſeen, that he 
vader his old and patched garments wore F 
rugged hair-ſbirt , be left it off, tearing leaſt 
others with danger of falling into grievous 
infirwitys ſhouid go abuut to imitate , and 


' follow that rigour , for that they ſaw that he, 


who was infirm and weak,did not leaue it : ſo 
reat was the care that the holy Father had 
of the health of his children after that our 
Aaa Lord 


Saint Bernard Abbor. 


Lord had inftrued him. By this ſweetnes of | mark of all his ations , of his. converſir 
the holy Abbot the feruor ot his children was | rather divine then bur an, of his Praier wt 
writing ſo many letters abcut bulineſles my p 
importance, of his jnterpicting the holy ſer 6 
tures,of his diſcourſes with particyar PA 
and of the publick affairs which þ 


much encreaſed : and by a boly contention, 
by how much the Father was more indvigent 
towards them, by ſo much were they more 


perſons, gy ($60! 


rigorous towards themſclues , and more obe- 
dient to his commands : and with greater care 
and anxiety did they aſpire to periefion, and 
the obſervance of their rule. They aſſified at 


the divine ſeruice with great attention and 
deuotion ; they reioyced in their holy pouecity, 
which was very rigid : they labored , and em- 
ployed themſe]ues in manual works at their 
times with great alacrity : they oblerucd fo 
ri& a recolleion and filence , that in that 
Monaſtery there was together to be ſeen a 
great multitude of people, and the filence ofa 
wilderves, and ſolitary deſert, They behaved 
themſclucs worthily in the praftice of all ver- 
tues, and with a holy riſe every one cncea» 
uored to outgo all the reſt, and not tobe leſt 
behind, for that they ſaw their Paſtor and Pre- 
lat with ſo great feruor, that the only ſight of 
* bimcompoſed and inflamed them andtranſpor- 
ted them into heauen, He obſerued one rule 
amovgſt others of great importance for thoſe 
who goucrn Religious perſons; that hisrepre- 
henfions were ſober and ſweet : and if he that 
was reprehended did not accept of them with 
ſubmiſſion and humility ,but grew angry , and 
elevated his voice, the Saint at preſent would 
not ſeem to take notice of it , and kept the 
corre&ion for another time, For he ſaid, when 
he that reprghends and he that is reprehended, 
are both angry, it ſeemes rather a skirmiſh or 
combat then a correQion, 

But although Saint Bernard was changed 
towards others, he was not changed towards 
himſclf,but alwaics kept that rigor and auſle- 
rity of life, which we haue recounted: whence 
it came to paſ{ that he exceedingly weakened 
himſelf, and was affii&ed with many and grie- 
nous infirmitys:and the Phyfitians wondered; 
how being ſo feeble and exhauſted as he 
was; he could be able to attend toany em+ 
ployment whatſoever. And the holy Father 
himſclfin the end acknowledgedit, and accu+- 
fed himſelf , for having ſo much exceeded 
in pennance , and by his vameaſurable auſte- 
rity broken his conſtitution , weakned his 
body , and on his part hindered the greater 
glory ofour Lotd, For certainly the auiterity, 
which this Saint vſed in his life was wonder- 
ful and extraordinary ; and it ſcemes that hu- 
wanly ſpeaking he could not haue lived , if 
our Lord had not ſupernaturally ſuſtained 
him. But he was ſo inflamed , and ſo burned 
with the loue of God, that he thought of no- 
thing ether night or day but only how he 
might encreaſe his glory,and profit ſouls : and 
theſe two things he procured with great an- 
Xicty and ſojicitude, This was the end and 


ted. Our Lerd gaue him an acmir 
quence,and 4 wonderſyll ſagacity =_—_ 
ce, by which te accommodated himſeif yy 
ccndition, capacity, and manners of euer hr 
with whom be bad todo. With laborir . 
he diſcourſed |;ke 4 peaſant; with Gb 
lke a Courtier ; with ſimple Idiots he oe 
compariſons of waterial and prefſer thinp 
with the learncd he diſfuted of ſubtilequeſt 
ons, with great vnderitandivg and acutene; 
And finally ;Ke an «xcellent fſter , he had 
different baits and hoc ks to fiſh withal! 10+ 
portionated to the hum.or,and nature 5. 
one.Andall this ſprung freni hisgreatcharit 
and the defire that he had to gain ſouls to = 
Lord. Alſo an cfte& of this his charity, was 
the compaſſion and piief that he felt, forthe 
fins, and faults of his neighbors, and eſpeci- 
ally of thoſe who were vnder his charge, Bu 
although he was ſo indulgent(as we have aid) 
yet for all this he did not ceaſe toadwonih 
and reprehend as a father , bothſectetl and 
publikely , any one that did amif ,and to 
vic all means poſſible to amend him,andwhen 
all would not do , he cut him off a4 rotten 
member, and ſeparated him from hiscongre 
tion. But when neceſſity obliged himſo todo 
he was ſo afflicted and tranſpierced with for 
row and grief, that never did any mother { 
reſent the corporal death otherſon , asdid he 
the ſpiritual of any one ofthis children, Such 


| was the heart of this true imitatorof Chiiſt 


full of compaſſion and ſweetnes, who could 
not endure to ſee any one fad, and diſcon» 
folate, But no wonder that he was ſo tenderly 
mercifull towards men . who was ſo conpaſſ» 
onate towards the very beaſts, For ſometimes 
as he was vpen the way, it happened thathe 
ſaw 4 hair followed by the doggs, orabiid 
which flew before the hauk : = he moved 
with compaſſion, gaue them his benediftion 
to deliver them out of the danger they wer 
in , proteſting to the hunters ( as the 
was ) that they purſued them in vain, Outd 
this burning furnace of charity camcthepure 
gold of Saint Bernards firm and conſtantpath 
ence : which he clearly manifeſted jathe coo 
tinual tribulations and infirmitys which i 
luffered from the beginning of his bappy a8 
ucrſion , to the very laſt moment of his life, 
which was only a long and lingring dea 
But alſo it is manifeſt that the charity 
and loue of our Lord gauehim frcngth , (0 
that when any greivous neceſſity, ormat! 
whetein his ſeruice was requized 0c 


weak, debilitated , and broken as he w38,®) 
divinc 
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divine diſpenſation he ſeemed to have gotten 


® new forces, and a new vigor to labor, and 
= beſticr himſclfin it. Alſo he ſhewed his patience 
\ 


vf67+ ed vato him , concerning honor, riches, and 


in certain matters of moment , which happe- 


his own perſon. The ſcruant of God writ once 
ynto 2 Biſhop , who was a prime counſellor 
ofthe king, defiring him to take care of ſome 
things which went not well. The Biſhop an- 
ſwered him in A rage, and treated him as if he 
had been a bold audacious fool : but the 
Holy Abbot writ back again with ſuch ſub- 
miſioo and bumulity, that he confounded the 
Biſhop , and made him his great friend, A cer- 
tain rich Abbot ſent him in almes fix hundred 
marks of filuer , to be beſtowed tor the bene- 
ft of his order : they weretaken in the way 
by robbers ; which when the Saint vaderſtood, 
he ſaid : Bleſied be God, Who has freed ws of ſo 
ereat 4 charge. And having had ten Monaſterys, 
or the ſeates where they ſhould have been 
buile, taken away from him , ether by deceit 
or force, he remained very well content , and 
would never go to law with thoſe who did 
him that wrong. A certain Religious man of 
another Order , not very firm in his vocation, 
having read certain very ſpiritual works of S. 
Bernard came to Clarcual , and beſought him 
with great earneſtnes to receiue him amongſt 
his monks : and becauſe the Saint would not 
graunt 'hig requeſt , iudging it better that he 
ſhould perſcuer where he had begun : the 


poor man tranſported with paſſion lo far for- } 


pot himſelf, as to lift vp his hand, andto giue 
bim ſuch a buffet, as his cheek immediately 
ſwelled with it : but the holy Abbot defended 
and proteed him,that no body might do him 
any harm , and cauſed him to be treated well, 
and accommodated in what he needed. He had 
many aduerſarys and perſecutors, for whom he 
prayed very earneſtly , and endeauored by 
humility and ſubmiſſion to pacity them, and to 
tenderthem good for euil ; benefits for iniu- 
ties ; honor and reucrence for contempt and 
teproches.But what wonder is it,thathe ſhould 
be fo patient that was ſo humble ? For that 
the truly humble never thinks that any iniury 
isdon him : and as the Saint ſaid , be Wowld not 
#hpear bumble , but wile and abie. The humili- 
ty of this glorious Saint was ſo admirable and 
he was ſo tounded in this vertue, and fo ſunk, 


and ingulfed in the abyſl of his own nothing, | 


thathe was out of danger of being eleuated or 
Pulfed vp with vanity. Often times greatdig- 
Ditys and Biſhopricks were offered him , but 
he would never accept ofany, holding himfelf 
vnworthy of all. And his authority , and the 
reſpe& whichhis very ſuperiors bore him was 
ſo great , that they dared not to force him in 
this matter for that they knew how contrary it 
vavnto his will,Butit is to loſe time, to ſpend 
many words,in making here a catalogue of his 
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vertues, for he embraced all -vertues , and did 
ſo excell in every one of them, as if he had 


made profeſſion of nonc but that. He was A y. 


cheerfull in his countenance , modeſt in' his 
habit, circumſpe& in his words , fearfull in 
his works, afſiduous in meditation , continual 
In praier, in which he more confided then in 
all bis own induſtry , and labor, He was mag « 
nanimous in faith, Jonganimous in hope; per= 
te& in charity, provident, and vigilant in his 
counſels, ative in buſineſſes , and never le(f 
idle, then when he had nothing to do ; cheers 
tull when iniured,aſhamed when praiſed, moſt 
ſweet and affable in his manners and conuers 
ſation, holy in his merits, glocious in miracles; 
and himſelf wasthe prime and greateſt of: 
his miracles. In his diſcourſes he had a vertue 
rather divine, then humart to break the moſt 
hard and fliaty hearts,'and to inflame the lan- 
guid and tepid in the loue of God, And the 
divel ſeing this, endeauoured to divert him, 
and intangle him, that ether he ſhould notim- 
part the gifts of God to hls hcarers , or elſe 
ſhould fully bimſclf with ſome vain glory ; for 
having well diſcharged his duty.One time as 
he was preaching there occurred to him 4'very 
handſom conceit , and he thought he ſhould 
do wellto keep it for another Sermon : but out 
Lord ſpaketo himiateriguly, and faid ://o low; 
as thou keepeſt this , no other thing halt: 
giuen thee to ſay : whereupon he vttered-it 
immediately; Another timea great multicude 
being preſent -at his Sermon , and greatly 
applauding and admiring of him, he was aſlais 
led with temptation of vain glory, as if ſothe 
body ſhould haue ſaid to him : Behold what 4 
multitude of people beares thee, and With what 
attention. The Saint pauſcd 4 while conſides 
ring with himſelf whether he ſhould break off 
his ſermon ; but vnderſtanding that: this 
was the voice of the diucl, he turned hishead 
backwards, and ſaid: F ether beganit for thee, 
or Will } leaue it off for thee ,and lo went 
torward with his ſermon. Andalthough Saint 
Bernard was thus adorncd with all vertucs, 
appearing as 3 celeſtial prodigy m the world, 
ona time being very fick, andoppreſſed with 
an abundance of flegme,which almoſt choked 
him, and took away his breath , he fell into4 
trance,and remaining as1t were in ancxſtaſy, 
it ſeemed to him that he was carried before the 
tribunal of our Lord , where the enemy of 
mankind was rcady to accuſe him. And the 
wicked ſpirit having concluded his accuſatie 
on, and put in his charges, gaue the Saint time 
to clear himſelf , who without any trouble 
made anſwer inthis manner : 1 do confeſs that 
1 am not worthy of eternalglory , but my Lord 
poſſeſſes it vpon A double title : for being the only 
begotten of the eterral father , and heit of the 
heawenly kingdom , and for having bought it 
With bis blood ; be is centented vith tbe fff Y, 
thej8 
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| theſe titles , and this alone is ſufficient for him : | 


20, #ndbebas male & donation of the ſecond to me,and 
Ay by .ertue of this F haueright to heauen. The 
_** ** peruerſe accuſer was confounded , and the 
eVST. forme of Iudicature , and the tribunal difap- 
| peared, and the holy man returned to himſclf: 
to the'end that we might ſce what a difference 
there is betwixt the Ivdgements of finners, and 
of. Saints, But let vs proſecute the courſe of 
Ournarration.  , 
.. The boly Abbot deſired to beall his life in 
that: corner , ſeparated from the world , and 
voknown of men, but our Lord drew him 
forth-into the light , to the end that he might 
impart tothe. world the treaſures and graces 
Which he had heaped vp in his poor cell. And 
it-was neceſſary that he ſhould'go out of 
K + to- reconcile Schiſmaticks to the Roman 
Church : publickly to convince hereticks;and 
to; promote in good and eſtabliſh in peace 
ſonad Catholicks.In the time ofSaint Bernard 
after the death of Pope Honorius there aroſe 
a:dangerous Schiſm in the Church, for that a 
principal Roman called Peter Leo , by bad 
devices took the name of Anacletus, and viur- 
ed the chair of Saint Peter, oppoſing himſelf 
o thetrue Pope Innocent, the ſecond of that 
name, There was 2 great ſcandal anda very 
dangerous diuifion- in all Chriſtendom : for 
tbat..in the beginning it was not eaſy to a- 
youch -for certain, which ofthe two was to 
beheld for the law full ſucceſlor.of Saint Peter, 
ahd Vicar General of our Lord. National Sy- 
rivis were held in divers parts about this arti- 
gle-:; and eſpecially in France 4 Coyncil was 
alled.in the town ot Eſtawpes, And to the 
end*tbat they might with greater. light and 
afliftance of the Holy Gholt, decide a contro» 
worly. of ſuch importance, it ſeemed meet to 
the: king of France , and the cheifeſt prelates 
of his kingdom, that betore all things the Ab- 
bet of Clarcual ſhonld be called to the Coun- 
cil; for the great conceit which all had ofhis 
wiſedom and SanQity. They called him , and 
the holy Abbotconſtrained by the obedience 
due. to his Prelates , and by the importance 
ofthe affair , came full of fear and trembling, 
conſidering the grieuouſnes and danger of the 
matter which was to be treated : although he 
was much comforted vpon the way,and much 
animated by a viſion and reuclation which 
he had: from our Lord. Being come to the 
placc of the Council, he was received hke an 
Angetof heaven : and in the firſt ſefon , by 
common conlcnt, and with one voice they 
reſolued, that the controverſy ſhould be put 
into the hands of Saint Bernard that he might 
dctermin it, and that they would all tollow 
his opinion : which isa very rare thing , and 
a great arguement that they beleeued, that the 
Spirit of our Lord dwelt , and ſpoak in him. 
And although he went about to excuſe him- 


4 


ſelf out of modeſty, as if the h | 
intolerable,and 5d his hank 
ouercome by their intreatiſes, and by the 
thority of that holy congregation he rk 
of it, confiding as much in God,as he bf d 
in himſelf, Andatterhe had inuocated the f@ | 
of heaven, and vſed all diligence to hit i 
the right , he declared Innocent to be - 
ſupreme and true Pope , and Paſtor of he 
Church , without having any onein all hat 
council to contradif him ,and to Oppdſe him 
{eIt to ſuch a declaration : and for this ans. 
cent was acknowledged, and obeyc4in the 
kingdom of France. And becauſe Henry Kin 
of England made ſhew of difficulty, andto \ 
ofa contrary opinion , the glorious Abbot 
went ouer to him, and perſwaded himto con- 
torme himſelf , to what had been concluded in 
France , taking vpon his own conſcience 
whatſocucr offence might be in ſo doivg. 4nd 
the King ſubmitted , and the more to honor 
the Pope , he came into France, whetherthis 
Holinefl was fled out of Iraly : and Innocere 
receiued him at Chatrtres , with the Oreat ace 
clamation of eyery one , and gaue him his 
Apoſtolical benediftion. {But becauſe the 
Schiſm continued Kill in the province of 4. 
quitan , by reaſon of the Ambition of Gerard 
Biſhop of Angouleſme, who fauored byCount 
William, a potent Prince , did greatiniuſtices; 
the holy Abbot was ſent by the Pope to redys 
ce the Count to reaſon, and to reſtrain the 
tyranny of the bad Biſhop. Saint Bernard 
went into Gaſcony , and ſpoak with Count 
William , and endeauoured to reduce him to 
the obedience of his true Paſtor, and the fame 
did certain Biſhops , and Religious perſons: 
which though at laſt he conſented ynto, yet 
he would never yecld,that the Biſhops ſhould 
return to their Churches, whom by force and 
violence he had cie&ed out of them, But the 
Saint ſcing the obſtinacy of the Duke, andthat 
no human means would prevail, he betook 
himſclf to divine , and did that which [ (tall 
here relate. He went tothe Church, ſaidMd, 
took the moſt Bleſſed Sacrament vpon aPz 
ten in his hand , and went out tothe Count, 
who for that he was excommunicated, could 
not enter into the Church, and fo remained 
at the door : then with 3 fiery countenance, 
with ſparkling cyes , and with 4dreadfull and 
frightfull voice he ſpoak voto him in this 
manner : We haue entreated thee , and this 
haſt contemned ws, «All theſe (eruants of God 
haue made ſupplication to thee , and thou 
bad no regard of them . Behold bere the Ji8 
of the Virzin , the bead and Lord of the Chun, 
Wbich thou perſecuteſt is come into thy prejentt 
This is thy indge into Whoſe hands thy foul m 
come : let ws ſee if thou Wil? make any acoun 
of bim , if thou Wilſt turn thy back on bim, # 
thou haſt turned it vpon v1 ? At thele ww 


ngth 26 fp 
&= Ari v 
ed CVs Ty 


21 > ”_ =_EFF OV _Y URDU. Po PCC LR aus. FAM 


EZE=SsSo oo 


SIA W-x 


2 | 16, 


words the Count trembled , and fell to the 
ground ;and rifing fell down again without 
being able to ſpeak , foaming at the mouth, 


ww affrighted and affoniſhed.Finally he did what- 
*VogutT ſever the Saint commanded him, and after» 


= ww» WwoC 
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wards contratted ſo ſtri an amity with him, 
that by his holy counſels, and ſweet words, 
he was ſo changed ; that leaving the eſtate in 
which he was, he retired himſelt,and did very 
ſharp pennance , and became a Saint, and the 
Roman Martyrologe makes mention of him as 
ſuch ypon the eleuenth of February. But the 
Biſhop Gerard remained obſtinate in his ma- 
lice, and 2 litle after was found one morning 
dead in his bed, without Confeſſion, and the 
Viaticum , or laſt Communion. Afterwards 
caint Bernard perſwaded the Emperor Lotha- 
rivs (who ſpoke withthz Pope in the City of 
Liege) to leave A vain and ambitious preten- 
fon which he had , to recouer the inucſtiture 
of the Biſhops , which had been taken away 
from the Emperor Henry his predeceſſor, The 
Popq having compolcd things in France, and 
celebrated a Council at Rhemes , returned in- 
to Italy, He would pafl through Burgundy,to 
viſit Clareual, and be gueſtto the holy Abbot 
in that Monaſtery , where the monks liued 
nther like Angels come down from heauen, 
then like men clothed with a ſack of fleſh, The 
Pope was there wonderfully comforted with 
what he ſaw. The monks went in proceſſion, 
not with gilded bouks,nor with a crofl of fils 
yer ( which they had not) but of wood, andin 
poor ornaments: but with ſo great great deuo- 
tion and modeſty ,that thePope, Cardinals,and 
Biſhops could not contain from tears. The 
Pope dined in the RefeRory , and all their 
cheer was lettuces , and beans or peaſe y, and 
for a great dainty 4 litle boiled wine, and a 
fiſh for the Pope , which they procured with 
ſome dificu Ity. F 

The affairs of Jtaly were yet mych out 
of Order , and to compoſe them the Pope 
Glled another Council in the city of Piſa ; 1n 
viich amongſt other things, Anacletus was 
Geclared to be excommunicated, Saint Bernard 
_, In all the buſineſſes which were there 
treated; not only as a helper and partner, but 
10a ſorte as arbitrator, and chief miniſter of 
the Pope. This being ended the ſeryant of our 
Lord went by the command of his Holineſſto 

City of Milan, Which was diſunited from 

the true Pope , and ynited it and reduced it to 
bis obedience, There went with the Saint to 
Milan two Cardinals Legats 4 Latere , Guy 
Bilbop of Piſa, and Mathew Biſhop of Alban, 
and at the requeſt of Saint Bernard, Godtrey 
allo, Biſhop ot, Chartres,his great triend,and 
aman of preat. prudence and authority, When 
they came within ſeuen miles of Milan, all the 
ay went out to receiue him, Ecclchalticks 
and ſeculars, rich and poor, Gentlemen any 
Tom. 2, 
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Artificers:and without making account of the 
Cardinals, and Prelates, who came with him, 
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they caſt themſelues at his feet , and killed a y.' 
them, and eſteemed it 4 great happines, to ſee gyg To 


him, hear him , and to cut off peeces of his 
poor garment for Relicks, by which many fick 
people were cured. And the more the Saint 
reprchended the people for the honor which 
they did him, and exhorted them to conuertit 
to honor and reverence the Prelates, who for 
that they were Prelates of the holy Roman 
Church , and Legats of the Uicar of Chriſt, 
were worthy of all veneration, the leflremedy 
he found : and fo with thisioy , and acclama- 
tion, and preſſing of the people,he entredinto 
Milan. From thence he returned to Clareual, 
alwaics guided by the hand of our Lord, with 
extraordinary rejoycing of all his children, 
and content of his own foul , for that he 
thought, he had now ended the labors of thoſe 
weighty negotiations, and diſtraions , and 
might repole un that corner, and with greater 
quict attend to his own ſpiritual profit, But it 
tell out far otherwiſe: for that the Pope findin 
himſelf ſtill ſurrounded with troubles on a 
ſides, and preſſed by Roger King of Sicily, 
who fauored the Antipope, he commanded 
him to return to Rome; tor that he could find 
no body , that could better aſſiſt him, then $« 
Bernard , as experience had taught him. The 
great ſcruant of God obeyed , as a true child 
of obedience. He went toRome, and from 
thence towards the King in Sicily : and al- 
though he reduced many to the obedience of 
Innocent , and among others Peter Pifanus, 
i famous Lawyer who vpheld the party of 
Anacletus, and cuidently conuinced the King 
himſelfRoger, in ſuch forte that he could nor 
pretend ignorance : yet blinded with paſſon, 
and a couctous defire of keeping the goods 
of the Church which he had vſurped , he 
would not publikely declare ſo much, as Saine 
Bernard counſclled him. But through the 
prayers of the Holy «Abbot God extinguiſhed 
the Schiſm, and the cuils whichrelulted from 
it, by the death of the falſe Pope «Anacletus. 
Who aſſailed by 2 contagious ficknes, which 
laſted only three daies , pailcd out of this life 
without repentance, to giuean account inthe 
other to the eternal iudge, of the eulls and 
miſchiefs he had cauſed in the Church by his 
ambition and tyrany.As ſoonasanacletus was 
dead, thole of his party eleQed another to ſuc» 
ceed him : but he vpon better aduice; came by 
night to S. Bernard, and hauing putoff the 
cnſignes of Pope, which he had taken,accom- 
panied by the ſame Saint, went to caſt himſelf 
at the feet of the true Pope Innocent, who 
raciouſly receiued him. And hereby that long 
and lamentable Schiſm was quelled, euery one 
attributing the honor and praiſe of ſo defired 
an cad y God , to the holy Abbot; who 
Bob hauicg 
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bauing ſpent ſeuen years in this glorious en» 
terpriſe, by the favor of heaven happily endec 
it. But not being able to endure the praiſes ot 
men, and the great honor whichall the court 
of Rome did him , after five daies he obtained 
leave of the Pope to return tohis own poor 


" Monaſtery; as he did : whence he ſent ſome of 


Kis Religious to the Pope according to his 
command , to dwell in 4 Monaſtery which his 
Holineſs had repaired in the place of the three 
fountains , where Saint Paul was beheaded, 
which at this day goes by the name of the 
Saints Vincent and Anaſtaſius. Amongſt the 
other monks, there went as Abbot Bernard 
Piſanus ,diſciple of the holy Abbot, a wor- 
thy Religious man, and perſon who bad been 
much eſteemed in the world , who aſter the 
death of Innocent , and Celeſtin, and Lucius 
his ſucceſſors, was choſen Pope with great 
approbation , and was Called Eugenivs the 
third; to whom afterwards S, Bernard writ his 
divine books De conſtnerationes 

The friend of God could not euen yet this 
ſecond time remain quiet in his cell, as he de- 
fired, but it was neceſſary for bim immediage- 
ty to go out again, to repreſl, and confound 
certain hereticks, who roſe vp at that time, as 


45 he had don the Schiſmaticks , joyning to | 


theit head, members which were ditunited and 


ſepirated trom the Church, One ot thele was 
Peter Abaylardus, a man of a quick wit , but 
proud and vain : who deceived by the tather | 


of lyes, began to ſow new doArin,and certain 
Elſe and pernicious opinions. The Saint ad- 
moniſhed him ſweetly and ſecretly to reuoke 
thern ;but ſeing fair means would do him no 
good, iti Aa Conucil which was held at Sen, in 
France, inthe preſence of many Prelates and 
Doors, he ſoconuinced and concluded him, 
that the poor man tull of ſhame and confuſion, 
knew not what to anſwer to the reaſons of 
the Saint. 
- Morcouet the Saint had another encounter 
With: Gilbert of 'Porret , Biſhop of Portiers,a 
fhanwell verſed in the Holy Scriptures , but 
terderarious , and arrogant , who with more 
ſabtility then truth, taught new Do@rin about 
the wyltery of the Bleſſed Trinity. The Saint 
diſputed with him two daies in theCouncil of 
themes, which was celebrated by Pope Eu- 
venius 'the third ; and made him retract the 


. Errbfs which he had taught. The impicty of a 


Falſe arid peruerſe maſter, called Henry,a moſt 
baſe Apoſtat, was not leſ{ pernicious , who ſet 
his month againſt heauen, and proclamed war 
agairſtTeſus Chriſt, oppugning the holy Sa- 


cramtnts, and overthrowing the ancient cul. | 
toms of the Ecclefiaſtical Hierarchy, And for 


that he was a crafty , talking fellow, be had 
made great progreſl in the parts of Gaſcony ; 
-where by means of hisdeteſtable do&rin were 


tobe. found Churchcs without Prieſts, and 


Prieſts without due reverence! ox to fayallin; 


one word , Chriſtians without Chrif The 
Pope ſenta Legatto remedy theſe {© priey 
NN who paſſed by Clarey » 
S. Bernard along with him ; who , 
with eneltidedenccing by all in —_ 
and by bis life, doArin , and muacles —_ 
out of the haits of the decciued multitude h 
bad ſeed, which the devil by bis minifter ie q 
ry bad ſowen : and thoſe which had been - 
uerted by him, were fo reduced to the Faith 
that they apprehended, and delivered y to 
the Biſhop, the Heretick who had <tr 
them, Another time he went out of his litle 
Paradiſe to pacify the citizens of Mets in Lore 
rain , and ccrtain neighboring Princes who 
waged 4 crue] and dangerous war againſt one 
another :for that he could not deny thisto the 
Archbiſhop of Treuers,whodeſiredto remedy 
the calamity of his ſheep , and to hinder the 
cuils which might come from that diſcord: and 
had come in perſon to Clareual, and had 
himſelfat the feet of the Holy Abbot, humbly 
beſeeching him by the wounds of leſusChrif 
that he would take vpon bim, topacify thoſe 
ſauage and diſunited minds, which threatnedſo 
great milchicf to the Church, The Saint was 
now old, and neer the end of his life, andfick 
in bed : but making more account (fopreat 
was his chanty ) of the ſpiritual health of his 
neighbor, then of his own corporal, he yent 
immediatly with the Archbiſhop : and our 
Lord ſuddenly gaue bim ſtrength to perform 
that pR_ for that he vndertook it for his 
ſeruice, And although he found two adverſe 
armys in the field ready to give batle, he {0 
appeaſed them, that laying down their armes, 
by common conſent they put all their differen: 
ccs into his hands,and he decided themtothe 
great content of both partys, and ſo thatſter- 
my tempeſt was changed into aſyeet concord, 
and peaceable tranquillity. 
It will ſeem a ſtrange thing to ſome, that 
a poor religious man, clothed in vile and con: 
tewptible ſackcloth , ſhould do ſo great, and 
ſtrange things, and ſhould have ſuch authority 
and force , not only to conuertſo many pet 
ſons of all eſtates, from the world toourLord, 
but alſo to vnite the divided Church,to ſubs 
ict Kings , to terrify Princes , to conl 
hereticks, and to perſwade the people whit 
ſoeuer he would, as if he were Lordofheatth 
But there is no cauſe of wonder; ſorthat there 
isnone who is able torcfiſt the ſpiritandarme 
of the Almighty, The opinion of the ſandi 
of Saint Bernard wasſo very great; his words 
like ſharpe arrows , ſhot by the handofGod; 
his praier ſo efficacious and.-powerfull, that 
he obtained ofheauen whatlocver he pleaſed: 
and the miracles which God wrought bybil, 
were ſo many,ſo continual, andſo great, that 


they alone were ſufficient to ſubicthe _ 
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to his will. Godfrey 3 monk of Clareual, who 
i was companion, and ſecretary to the Saint, 
\fcmcs for athing certain , and notorious, 

" that in one day alone by the impoſition of his 
hagds , in 4 village necr the city of Conſtance, 
in the preſence of many witneſſes, he reſtored 
coht to cleuen blind, curedten maimed, and 
eighteen lame perſons: and thatin the city of 
Cologne, with in the ſapace of three daies, 
weluelame ,twO Criples, three dumb,and ten 
leaf were perfeAtly cured by his praiers. In ſuch 
forte , that certain pious men , defirous out of 
*cyotion to note and write down the miracles 
which the Saint wrought , having begun the 
york, afterwards gaue it ouer, oucrcome by 
the great multitude and number of them, The 
caint himſelf wondered at the miracles which 
God wrought by him , not knowing vato 
yhat to attribute them: for that by reaſon of 
his profound humility acknowledged , and 
lid: That they Were not Wrowzhbt for bis ſantity, 
which be had not , 20r for bis merits, but for the 
[duation an0 profit of many : to the end that they 
thowld eſteem, and bonor that wertue, Which they 
thought be had. eAnd that God does not Work 
airacles ſo much for the good of thoſe by Yhom he 
works them, as for the profit of thoſe who ſee and 
huily them : ror to the end that thoſe Wbo 
pick greateſs mirades , showld be beld for the 
uteſt Saints , but to the end that all sbould 
and praftiſe true ſanity. And tor this 
reaſon we will paſ them ouer in hilence , and 
tererecount only ſome few ; by which thoſe 
vhich ſhall read them may profit themſelues: 
ud we will begin withthe firſt miracle which 
he Saint wrought, as he returned from foun-. 
ling aMonaſtety, called of the three fountains. 
Word was brought him ; thata Kinſman of his, 
alledGilbert,was a dying,and already ſpecch- 
ks, without hauing made his confeſſion, He 
283 Gentleman , andrich , but of A bad lite, 
adan vſurper of other mens goods, The ſer- 
want of God went to the Church to ſay Maſl, 
1nd to recommend him to God, and at the 
fame time the fick man came again to himſelf, 
and began to ſpeak, and to bewail his fins : 
but as Saint Bernard ended his Maſl he loſt 
his ſpeech again. The Saint went to viſithim, 
adfound him in that condition : and lifting 
yp his eyes to heaven , by the inſpiration of 
our Lord-, - he ſaid with great freedom to 
thoſe who were there: You all know the bad 
deeds that this man has dons , and bow he poſieſies 
nub il gotten goods. Let bim , and his children 
reſtore that Which is none of bis own, andleaut 
the il praiſes , and the wninſt dealings Which 
br bas wjed againſt the poor : which if be Will doe, 
be ball dy like 4 Chriſtian. The tick man did 
all that the Saint commanded, and immedia- 
tely his tongue that was mute , and tycd, be- 
Came looſe and free : and he ſpoke , and made 
bis confeſſion with great contrition, and ha- 


Saint Bernard Abbot. 


| uing received the other holy Sacraments of 


the Church, he exſpired with the great edifi- 
cation cf all, and good hopes of his eternal 
aluation, When he preached againſt the here. | 


tick Henry(we ſpoke of)1n the parts of Tholo= @ V8 Ty 


c, vpon a day, hauing ended his ſermon,that 
good people brought him a great quantity of 
bread, to the end that he ſhould bleſlit. The 
Saint didſo, and ſaid vnto them : By ont thing, 
children , you thall ſee if that Which F preach 
vnto you be true, and that falſe Which our aduer« 
ſarys teach you, and Would perſwvade you: to vt, 
if all your ſick, Which sball eat of this bread , re» 
comer their bealth, The Bipſhop of Chartreg 
was preſent , and he apprehending that-the 
propolition of the Saint was too vniuerſal, 
would haue qualified it, and added : you are t9 
vnderſtand that they hall be cared , if they eas 
this bread With faith, Then S. Bernard repli- 
cd : 7 Jo not ſay , ſo, my Lord but as my Words do 
Jound , that all the fick that hall taſte of this 
bread, sball recomer their bealth: to the end that 
it may be knovn, that ve are the true, andlegi« 
tumate ambaſſadors of God.«As he ſaid,ſo it was, 
as many as did cat of that bread, were all cured 
without any exception. And the fame of the 
miracle inſtantly flew through all that Prouin- 
ce , and helped muchtoextinguiſh hereſy and 
to awaken , andinflame the hearts of all that 
people in deuotion to the holy Abbot, who 
flocked from all parts to ſce him, and to honor 
him , in ſo: great4 number, that it was neceſs 
fary for him that he mightsfly that honor, to 
depart from Sarlat ( where the miracle was 
wrought.) to the city of Tholoſe. In thoſe 
very confines, and for the ſame cffe& , and 
confirmation of the faith , he cured 4 Prieſt of 
the colledge of Saint Saturnin, an incurable 
paralitick, who was alſo called Bernard, ſo 
weakened, and conſumed that it ſeemed eucry 
moment that he would giue vp the Ghoſt. The 
Saint gaue him his benediftion, and went his 
walcs: andat that very inſtant , his nerucs be- 
ing ſtrengthened , and recoucringhis forces, 
he flung himſelf out of the bed where he 
was , and ran after the holy Abbot ,and laid 
hold of him, and held him , and caſt himfelf 
at his tcet , and kiſſed them with greatdeuotie 
on and affection, and accompanyed him :and 
to the end that he might be grateful to God 
almighty , he took the habit of Ciſterce , and 
ſubic&ed himſelf to the obedience of S, Ber- 
nard ; and having giuen good proofes of bis 
picty and prudence , he was by the ſame Saint 
Bcrnard made Abbot of 3 Monaſtery, called 
Valdeau. But who can recount the power 


| which this great Sainr had ouer the divels,and 


the imperioustorce, with which he caſt ther 
out ofthe perſuns , whom they Cruelly tore 
mented? Notonly when he was preſent, and 
laid his hands vpon them, or wade the figne 


| of the croll, or gaue themalitle boly wats 


to drinks 
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to drink , but alſo when he was abſent , the 
* infernal ſpirits did fly from his very ſtole as 
from 4 terrible torment. But omitting other 
miracles of this kind , I will only recount two 
more memorable ones. The Saint being at 
Milan, to reduce it to the vnion of the Church, 
and tv the obedience of the true Pope (as bas 
been faid aboue) amongſt many other noto- 
rious mizacles which he wrought , was that, 
of a certain woman of quality, and of con- 
venient age, into whom the diuel had entred, 
and had poſſeſſed her many years , and vicd 
her ſo ill , that ſhe had loſt her hearing, fight, 
and ſpeech , and put forth a tongue like an 
clephants trunk, and ſcemed rather to be an 
horrid monſter then a woman, Her counte- 
nance was fierce and frightfull : her breath 
ſinking and vaſufferable , and worthy of the 
gueſt that tormented her, One morning they 
brovght her by force vnto the Saint, at the 
time when he was ſaying Maſl in the Church 
of Saint Ambrole. He looked lovingly and 
pittifu!ly vpon her , and ſtraight diicoucred 
that the dewil was ſtubborn , and by the per- 
miſſion of our Lord had ſo abſolutely empow- 
cred himſelf of the poor woman , that he 
ſhould finde difficulty to. caſt him out. And 
turning himſelfto the people, which were very 
numerous, he charged them, that they ſhould 
all pray attentiucly, and the Prieſts , that they 
ſhould hold the woman taſt and immoueable, 
Entring into the myſtery of conſecration 
as many Croſſes as he made vpon the hoſt , ſo 
many (turning himſelf tothe poſſeſſed perſon) 
did he make vpon her,tothe incredible tor- 
ment and rape of that wicked ſpirit : which he 
ſhewed by gnaſhing of the teeth, andcertain 

eſtures, and clamors, and roarings,and wre- 
Ringi of the whole body. Infine having ſaid 
the Pater noffer , he tock the body of our 
Lord vpon the Paten, and putting it vpon the 
head of the fad creature, he ſpoke vnto the 
divel , ſaying : Lo here is thy iunge , o wicked 
ſpirit. Lo bers 1s the omnipotent Lord, withſtand 
bim if thou tanſs. This is that ſacred body Wbich 
Was formed in the womb of the Virgin, and Yoas 
ſtretched on the croff, and laid in the ſepulcher, 
andraiſedfrom death , triumphantly vent wp to 
beawen.}n wvertue of thir ſouerain eMaieſty I 
c0-71m1and thee to leaue this his [ernant, and not 
to dare from benceforth to moleſd ber. That 
inſernal ſpirit and pertinacious vſurper of the 
woman, went out of her , cucry one praiſing 
our Lord , and conteſſing that the moſt holy 
Sacrament of the Aitar 1s of an omnipotent 
force againit the power of hell, when it 4s 
made vic of with convenient purity, and faith, 
And this is the firſt miracle, The ſecond. js, 
that being at Pauia, a poor laborer brought 
his wife to him, who was poſleſied by the di- 
uel, to be cured by him , and the diucl began 
to gibe at the Saint, and lay: This eater of 


leeks, and onions sball not caſt me 

hou(e : and vied other aekbe.. mia 

voke him. But the truly bumble Saint a wy bs 
woued, but commanded the womantohe — ſ 
ried to the Church of S. Syrus , who had —_ ; F 
Biſhop of Pavia , and was famous for mo , 
wiracles, They carried her to the Church but 
God would not have her cured by Saint $1, 
but would hauc that honor reſerved forSain 
Bernard , to whom they brought hex inks 
gain. The divel began to detide him and Y 
lay : Hyrillo has not caſt me out , nor 5bal Ber 
naraillo caſt me out much leſs. When Saint Ber. 
nard heard this he ſaid : Hrus bas net caſt the 
out , nor thall Bernard caſt thee out , bn; leſus 
Chriſt sball caſt thee out : and Praying ſorher 
the woman was cured, 

Nor had he lefl the gift of other miracles 

more interior and ſpiritual, which concerce 
the good of ſouls , as will appear by fone 
things,which I ſhall here recount. Jnthe Con. 
vent of Clareual there was a certain monkleſ 
perfe& then the reſt ; whom the holy Abhar 
for a certain ſecret tault of his, forbad to 20 to 
communion : but ypon 4 ceitain ſolemn feaſt 
ſcing thoſe of the Conuent communicate,and 
fearing ſhame and infamy in caſc he ſhould for. 
bear, he went to the Altar with the reſt, Saint 
Bernard ſayingMaſl, and with the other monks 
received from his hand the moſt holy Sacrz 
ment: and the Saint would not deny ithim, for 
that the cauſe was ſecret , but turning w our 
Lord he belought bim to chaſtiſe his boldnes, 
The monk having reccived the ſacred boſt, 
was not able to ſwallow it, byallthe endez> 
uors he could vſc: vntill that afterwards pro- 
ſrating himſclfat the feer of his Prelate , he 
told him ſecretely, with many tears what had 
paſſed, and ſhewed him the Hoſt in hismouth, 
The holy Father, having reprehended himfor 
his preſumption , and given him whollom 
pennance , abſolued him, and with that the 
monk got down the celeſtiall food : Tv the 
en1 that we sbould underſtand the regardWhi 
We ought to bawe of obedience to ſuperiors, in tit 
w/e of the boly Jacraments. There was 
monk in the ſame Conuent , who findinghin- 
ſelf dry and without deuotion in bewailing 
the fins he bad committed in the world, he 
beſought the Saint with great carneſtnes, that 
he would obtain for him ofour Lord theſpit 
of tendernes and deuotion : by his praiers Ix 
obtained it him ſo abundantly that fromthen- 
ceforwards his eyes were two fountains 0 
tears, Saint Bernard negotiated once in tie 
court of the King of France a peace of great 
great importance , and the Queen, although 
1g other things ſhe ſhewed herlelf very devout, 
in this treaty of peace ſhe was againſt him-Sle 
had been marricd many years with the king, 
without hauing any ifſuc ,for which {be vi 


accounted barren , and {be for this cauſe - 
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mach afliged , andthe wholc kingdom diſcon- 


” rented. And the Queen one day manifeſting 
i diſcomfort ,and grief of caindto the ſer- 


nant'of God , he admoniſhed her that ſhe 


> old not binder the peace he treated of , but 


omote it : for that by this means our Lord 
would accompliſh her deſire. The Queen did 
©:atthe end of the year , by the praiers of the 
int he brought fortha ſon. 

When Saint Bernard departed the ſecond 
inc from Rome, be deſired to carry with him 
ſac Relicks: they offered him the whole head 
of 5. Ccfarius Martyr , but he out of his moe 
&ſty would accept of only one tooth. They 


yould bauc plucked the tooth out of the jaw, } 


1nd could not , but broke two knives , which 


they made vſe of as an inſtrument to draw it | 


ou with: Then Saint Bernard ſaid : we muſt 
pray to the holy Martyr ,that he would vouch- 
{iſto giue vs ſo great a preſent, He made his 
prayer and approaching with regerence to the 
kcredhead , with two fiagers he eafily pulled 
cut that tooth,which the others were not able 
draw with an inſtrument of iron. Another 
time being fick and much oppteſlcd, he ſpoke 
tone of the two monks which ſtayed with 
lim(for the reſt were employed) to go tothe 
Church to pray tor him. And the Religious 
nandid fo at three diffcrent altars which were 
dere, of our Lady the glorious Virgin Mary, 
and of Saint Laurence Martyr, and of Saint 
&nedit Abbot:and immediately there eatred 
into the cell of Saint Bernard , the Queen oi 
logels accompanicd 'with the other two 
Sints, and with a ſwectnes and graciouſnes, 
yhich may better be imagined then explica- 
td, toucht the place whete his grietlay , and 
aly cured him, For that amongſt other 
je which this holy Abbot had, one was, to 
rery deuout to the moſt ſacred Virgin, and 
tefingularly cheriſhed and fauored him. And 
tis faid, that one time ſhe bedewed his lips 
vitha ſtream of milk , which came forth out 
ether facred breaſts : and that from thence ca- 
tethat ſweet and mellifluous ftile,with which 
Ul tis works are compounded. 

Another time catring into the great 
Church of Spire, 3 city of Germany,where the 
lapetial chamber is, accompanied with all the 
Cltgy, anda great multitude ofpeoplehe fell 

wa vpon his knces in three different places; 
adfaid in the firſt, 0 Clemexs ; in the ſecond, 
iis in the third , o dulas Virgo eAaria.And 
lamemory of this deuotion, and ſalutation ot 
the int , there are to this day in the ſame 
Church three -plates of brafſ,, in which thele 
vords are written , and the Sa/we Regina is 
king every day with great ſoiemnity and Mu- 
i:and the very hereticks ( of whom there 
We many in that city) come to hear it, But it 
8 n0t reaſonable that amongſt ſo many mira- 
Ut we ſhould forget one very notorious, 

Tom. 2. 
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| which happened in the writing of 4 letter, 
There was 4wonk in the Conuent of Clare- 
val, 3 kinſman of the Saint , called Robert; 
who being yong, decciucd by certain fals fri- 
ends,lcttthe Religion, in which he had begun 
to ſerue our Lord, and wenttothe Conuent 
of Cluny. The Saint reſolued; likea good Pa- 
{tor, to recouer his ſheep , and to this end to 
write a lettcr to him ; and calling. Williang 
Ricual (whoafterwards was Abbot of Clare- 
val ) bad himtake ink and paper , and go out 
with him into the fields, where he might write 
more quictly. As Saint Bernard was diQa- 
ting the letter , and William writing it , all 
vpon the ſudden it began to rain very faſt, and 
when the ſecreraty would haue riſen from the 
place where he was , and hauc folded vp the 
paper,to ſaue it from the wet , the Saint ſaid 
vnto him : 1t is the work of God , rite on, and 
do not fear: and fo he wrote, and made an 
cad of hislctter in the midle of the rain withs 
out wetting it : for that the charity that mo- 
ucd the holy Father to difate the letter, was 
ſo powerfull , that it couercd the papet , and 
defended it from the rain, 4nd for this reaſon, 
this epiltle isput in the firſt place before all the 
other epiltles of the Saiat , which are all yery 
admirable, andit begins , Satis , o7* pluſquant 
ſatis o7'c <P 
He had the gift of Propheſy, and by the 
ſpirit of God knew the faults which his monks 
committed although they were far fromhim, 
and the temptations which they ſuffered , and 
the perſecutions which ſecular people raiſed 
againſt them, Alſoit is certain that diuers tis 
mes, the fouls of certain monks who died in 
the Conuents of his Ocder appeared to him, 


ther lite. Vpona time there came to Clareual I 
monk of the Monaſtery of Foiny, anddefirin 

to return to his Conueant , Saint Bernatd — 
him apait, and ſaid vato him «Advertiſe ſuch 
A monk , (naming the perſon) that be amend 
{uch 2 thing ( which was a very ſecret fault) 
Which if be do not amend , the iudgement of God 
vill quickly come 2p0n him. The Monk was a- 
mazcd,and faid voto the Saint: Father who told 
you this? He anſwered him? Be it Wbo it wit, 
tell you bim that Which T baue ſaid to you: for if 
you do not ,you sball be partaker of his punish» 
ment, He gaincd to God 4 great number of 
ſtudents , who had been the {chollars of a fa» 
mous Door , called Stephen de Vitrey ; and 


fore he gaue them the habit, the porter aduere 
tiſed him , thatStephiende Vitrey, the maſter 
of thoſe youths, was exſpeQing at the gate, 
and deſired to take the babit with ther, The 


| (chollars were ouerioyed , to fce that their mas 


ſes ſbould follow them : but the Saint illumie 
nated with light from heaven , gave a deep 


ſigh, and (aid , in the hearing of thew alt 2 
Cce Tha 


asking his bleſſing, andleaue to go tothe o- . 


one day as he was diſcourling with them , be« * 


643 Saint Bernard Abbot. 


The Wicked ſpirit bas brought bim hither: he ca-| fearing leaſt the other two novice; bi 
mu 4 alone, and be sball ret#ta alone, They all | panions ſkculd do the fame the Ir us 
20. admired at thele words; and the Saint leaſt the | them in the face , ſaid that one of wan ; 
Av- new plants ſhould alter their good purpoſes, | ſhould never ſuffer any tem ww ln, | 
GYST, recciued him, although withan1ll will ,toge- | moment, and that the other ſroula wr " 1 
ed6y 


ther with the other novices , and cxborted 
him to perſeucrance, But at the end of fix 
wonths he went out , himſelt confeſſing that 
when he was in the cell oftke Nouices, he faw 
3 litle Blackmore, who dicw bim torth of the 
Oratozy, And althovghthe diveL bad brought 
him, to the end that he ſhould be 4 ſnare to 
the others, yet he miſſed ot his deſign : forthat 
by bis going forth the reſt were more copfir- 
med in their yocarior, and he alone went out, 
A certain monk called Godfrey (for whom, 
being very diſconſolate , and remedilef] , the 
Saint obtained of our Lord by bis praiers a gre- 
at peace and a ſingular cheertulnes of mind ) 
being yet 4 nouice , deſired very carneſt]y 
the cternal faluation of his carnal father, and 
beſov#ht the Saint with great attc&ion, to re- 
commend him to almighty Gcd : and he an- 
ſwered him : Do not doubt , child , but thy fa 
ther sball be 4 good religious man ,and Tibak 
bury him with theſe hands ; and o it bappened. 
For the old man entred into Religion , and 
perſeted in veitue fell ſick, Saint Bernard 
being abſent from Clareval » and remained 
five whole months contraſting with bis infic- 
wity , vatill ſuch time as the Saint returned ; 
and fo he was preſent at his death and buried 
bim- with his own hands ,as he had foretold, 
There was at Clareual another monk called 
Robert, very ſick, given over by the Doftors, 
when Saint Bernard was at Rome, Who one 
night appearcd vntohim in ſpirit ,and louin- 
ely viſited him ſinging Mattens with certain 


Monks : and in the morning Robert found |, 


himfelf perfe&ly well. Another time he fenta 
certain monk, called Henry into the remoteſt 
parts of Germany : whotearing leaſt before he 
ſhouldretyrn frow ſo long a iourney, the holy 
father would depart out ofthis life (tor that he 
was weak and infirm ) went much diſcom- 
forted, for the defire which he had at that mo- 
ment toreceiue his holy and laſt benediction, 
Saint Bernard vnderſtanding the dcfire and 
affection of his child , and giving him his be- 
-gediftion at his departure , ſaid vnto him : Go 
cheerfully, for thou halt return Jafe , and sbalt 
"find me aliue as thou drfareſt. It happened to the 
'good monk, that paſling a river that was fro- 
© *zen ,neerthe city of Argence , he fell into it; 
"and as he was a drowning , he ſaw the holy 
'Abbot before him, and by his means was fa- 


ved $ returned to his Conuent merry and in: 


good health , ard found the holy Father alive, 
* as he had foretold him. Three monks having 
'entred into the Conuecnt of Clarcual, and ta- 
ken the habit, one of them by the inſtigation 
of Satan , A litle after left it ; and the monks 


with many, butin the end ſhouldp;c,,., 
ouercom them all, and as he fad ©. ry 
pened, Vpon a certain cccafion Leyis wy 
of France, was greatly inſcnled againſt wy 
Biſhops , and caſt them out of thei; Churckes 
nor would he be pacificd, either by them $ 
and ſerious letters which the ſervantos Get 
wrote to appeale him, or by the huguli { 
the ſaid Biſhops themſelucs , who cal 
.themſelues at the feet of the King , keg " 
pardon.In fine the Saint faid vnto him in 
ning of him ; Sir , this your oblinay vil of 
you the life of your eldeſt ſon , and \ftvurn Pring 
Philips The Saint fard it, and God fulliled j 
and the king acknowledging his fault hun, 
bled himſcli, and granted what was demanded 
of him. 

We ſhould never have don, iſwe would 
proſecute this ſubie&: the examples we hae 
recounted are ſufficient to giueto ynderſtand 
the merits, giſts, and excellencys ofthis prex 
ſexuant of our Lord, and that God ſent hin 
into the world, tocnlighten it withhis rae; 
hike a reſplendent ſun , and to the end tha 


| Popes, Emperors, Kings, Princes ,and cons 


monwealths might enioy his light , and have 
recours to him in their moſt obſcure and ch 
tangled affairs , that he might clear and com» 
pole them ; and that not only the neighbou- 
ring prouinces might be benefitted by his 
ſanQity , learning , counſel and miracles, 
but alſo the more xemiote, of Dacia, Sye- 
deland , and others , ſhovld reverence him, 
and write letters to him with extraordinary 
reſpe&@, as they did, Every thing that hehad 
carried about him was kept as 4 precious re« 
lick ; and cuen an caithen diſh, forthatthe 
Saint had once eaten in it, was ſufficient to 
giue health to a Biſhop, who took a woutts 
tull of bread, and drunk a litle water, which 
he had commanded to be pourcd intoit, And 
his ſtaff put at the beds-head ofa poor womat, 
who was grieuouſly tormented by the die, 
was ſufficient ſo to terrify him , thathe (| 
her, The concourſe of people, by where 
he paſſed , was fo great , that it can nothe 
expreſſed. At Rome he could not flirr out! 
dores, but the whole Count ,and all the peo 
ple followed him. At Milan , and in othe 
places of Lombardy, by reaſon of the number 
of people that came to ſec him , andto,tike 
his benedi&ion , it was neccflary for himto 
ſbut himſelf vp , and to appear onlyat 4 Vib- 
dow , and thence to' giue them his ble 
When he paſled the Aips,the ſhepherdsand la 
vage people, with an honeſt ſtrite went oe 
mect him,and were ouerjoyed to haue _— 
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Saint Bernard Abbot, 


yanted not his ſufferings and perſecutions : 


' vith which ourLord would try him,to the end 


thathe might come out of them more pure and 
bright, as gold out of the cryloble.In his time 
was made a famous journey , tor the conqueſt 
and defence of the Holy Land, infeſted by the 
Infidels, and Saracens, His Holineſs Pope Eu- 
ocniusthe third , who had been adiſciple and 
mook of Saint Bernard (as we haueſaid)com 

manded bis father , and maſter, to preach the 


the Croiſade , and its Indulgences, to all thoſe - 


who ſhould goin that expedition, that they 
might deliucr their brethren by venturing 
their lives for theme. The Saint preached it, 
and in proof that God commanded him to 
preach , wrought innumerable and evident 
miracles: and 1o moued countreys and king- 
doms to take vp armes,that the Emperor Con- 
nde,and Lewis King of France, weat in their 
own perſons, with very great armys. But by 
the iuſt and ſecret judgement of God it had 
bad ſuccell, onr party being defeated and rui- 
ned , and the infidels inſolently triumphing 
fortheir Victory ouer vs. The ſucceſ{ cauſed 
grief and Jamentation in all Chriſtendom:and 
Saint Bernard having been the chiet preacher 
and ſolicitor in this enterpriſe , and he who 
had animated and excited the people to it, a 
tnible tempeſt was raiſed againſt him : they 
alled him ſeduicer , deceiver , falſe Prophet, 
andthe ruin, and calamity of all Chriſtendom. 
The faithfull and bappy ſeruant of God found 
tinſelf much aflited , and knew -ycry well 
that this was 4 temptation and triall of him, 
and that God did hiq 4 great fauor to ſcrue 
himſelf of hiaa,and to viſe him as 4 Target, that 
al the blowes at the murmurations and com- 
plaints, and all the arrows of mens tongues 
night fall ypon him , and not vpon our Lord : 
# himſelffaics in the beginning of his ſecond 
book De confederatione to Pope Eugenius, 
Andthat it might be ſcen, that God had com- 
manded him to preach what he did conncer- 
ling this voyage , beſides the other many and 
preat miracles which he wrought before it, 
lteſtification of this truth, after it he wrobghr 
others , and oaue fight to a blind man. And 
dur Lord, who humbles his Saints to the end 
that be may the more exalt them, ſtood tor S. 
Zernard and gave vs to vnderitand : that ve 
We to obey him in What he commanaes vs, and to 
Murrence his judgements , and not curiouſly to 
eximin them : and that oftentimes temporal 
hſer are ſpiritual gains , and aduantages fur 

auen, 

The holy «Abbot being now old, wearied, 


ehauſted, and conſumed with labors, pennan- 


&s, hckneſſes , journeys , and toyliom em- 
Ployments all his life long, deſirous to enter 


But although this great Patriarch of the 
Church , was ſo honored, ſo eſteemed and re- 
a acreaced by the world , yet for all this he 


intoeternal reſt, and to ſeethe ſouerain good 
face to face , he was ſciſed vpon by a dange- 
rous and painfull weaknes of Rormach, ſo that 
he could retain no meat , togethet with 3 
weaknesand ſwelling of his legs; he bote all 
| as ſweetly and contentedly , as one that aſtes 
| 4 long voyage ſhould ſee himſelf approaching 
| fo his defired haven, Himſclf wrote an epiſtle 
to Arnaldus Abbot , his fricnd , in which he 
giues him an account of his ficknes , and has 
theſe words : We have receitied your charity 
With charity , but not With oy : for What 109 can 
there be Where all is full of bitternes ? Only not 
to eat cauſes in me ſome delight. ſleep flyes away 
from me, leaſt the pain sboul be mitigated, 
the ſenſer being benummed With ſleep. All that 
7 ſuffer in 4 manner is the weaknes of my ſto+ 
mack,: my legs and feet are [Wwelled like one that 
bas 4 aropſy ; and im all theſe pains and grie's 
(20t to cunceal ary thing from & friend , vbo is 
Jolicitons about the eſtate and condition of bis 
friend) to ſpeak, like one that is leſs Wiſe , accor- 
ding to the interior ma# in Weak and infirm 
flesh, the ſpirit is prompt and reacy. Beſeech 


our Sauonr , not tv Yill the d-ath of & ſinner, 
and that be no lonzer differr my end , but that he 
defend and protef it. All this is out of Saiat 
Bernard, giuing an account of his laſt ficknes, 
and of the courage which God gaye him. 
When he was now at the point of death ,the 
Biſhops of the people thereabouts, and many 
Abbots and monks met together, and all 1x+ 
mented with great tendernes the loſl of ſo ho« 
ly a Father : but he encouraged and comforted 
them , and out ofhumility ſaid vato them vitb 
good reaſon , the unprofitable and wnfruitfulb 
/[eruant ought not tooccupy place in vain , and 
the barren tree ought to be plucked wp. In fine inn 
the hands of his weeping children , he gaue 
vp his moſt pure ſoul to his creator vpon the 
twentith of Auguſt , in the year of our Lord 
one thouſand one hundred fifty three, being 
fixty four years old almoſt complete. When 
they buried him , they put vpon his breaſt 
(according to what the holy Father himlelf 
had commanded ) a litle box in which were 
ccrtain Relicks of the Apoſtle Saint Thaddeus 
(to whom he was very deuout)which bad been 
brought him that year from Hierulalem : and 
he was wont to ſay , that he should take it as 
a ſingular fauor of our Lord, to come out of bis 
grauc at the day of the general reſurreiion , in 
the company of thes Apoſile. He appeareddiuers 
cimes atter hisdeath to ccrtain of hisReligious 
very reſplendent,and clothed withan immens 
glory : and wrought many and great miracles, 
as he had don in his life-time:andPopeAlexan- 
der the third canonized him , in the year of 
our fatuation one thouſand one hundred fixty 
five, He was very deuout (as we haue ſaid) to 
vur Lady the molt Bleſſed Virgin Mary , wham 


he alwaics looked vponia hisNauigation as hie 
Northe 
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——— Northſtar: and found her very fauorable and 
20, Propitious, as isto be ſeen by the diſcours of 
A his life here recounted,and by the innumera-» 
V- ble miracles and works,with which he edified, 
GVST. j}luminated, and aſtoniſhed the world . which 
no doubt werederiued vnto him from this his 
deuotion to the moſt holy Virgin:iuſt as rivers 
proceed from their tountain, He had an admi- 
rable gracious andpleaſant look , which pro- 
ceeded rather from his ſpirit, then his fleſh : in 
bis eyes wis reſplendent an Angelical purity, 
and the fimplicity of a doue, His body was lo 
waſted and worn away , that he ſeemed to be 
nothing but skin and bones; his face was rud- 
die, bis bair and beard red, and in his old age 
white ; of a middle ſtature , rather tall then 
low. He left founded of- his own order , a 
tundred and fixty Monaſtcrys , and fo well 
p | peopled and filled with holy Religious per- 
ſons, that in the Conuent of Clarcual alone 
there lived ſeuen hundred and ſeucnty- That 
wv hich the Catholick Church owes to this 
elorious and holy Patriarch , for the celeſtial 
life which he lived , tor the admirable exam- 
ples of all vertues which he left her , for the 
works, and moſt ſweet and learned books with 
which he illuſtrated hes,for the particular and 
vniuerſall benefits which he did her, for the 
flupendious miracles which be wrought , and 
for the holy Religion which he inſtituted and 
amplified, andextended through all the coun- 
treys of Chriſtendom , and for that which his 
holy child:en , and truc imitators haue done, 
and Rl] do, is ſo much, that it is to better to 
reveucience it with ſilence, then 10 leſſen it 

with our loy ſtile, 
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20% THE LIFE OF SAINT STEPHEN 
AVe King of Hungary Confeſsor. 
GVST. 


& Mongſ(t the batbarous nations, 
| which at divers times, haue 
z throvgh divine juſtice, concur- 
| red to the ruin of the Roman 
: = preatnes , were ( as it is well 
known) the Huns:who having left the inmoſt 
parts of Scytl ia, or Tartary rather ; haue more 
then once, goac forth , and finally entred into 
Pannonia. and thence driuing out the Lom 
bards, w«r- called by the new name of Hun- 
earians, nl the countrey Hungary. From 
which tine, being naturally herce a1 d rapa 
- cious , and giuen wholly to the 104 wie you 
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ſhip of Idols , they have not ceaſed tomolef 
ads which 0, 


the Church of God, vnder the he 


ſucceſſively they wade choice of. Of th.c, 1 
heads, Gheiſa was the tourth, whois = 2 \. 


have been very ſeuere towards his own (ub. 
ects, but very ciuil ,merciſull , and courteoy 
towards others, eſpecially towards Chriſlans 
Whilſt he was yet 4 Pagan, he began ſeriouſ] 
to wake peace with all nezghboring province. 
hereby not obſcurely 1ntimating whoſe ſon he 
defired to be , our Lord ſaying in the Hg! 
Ghoſpel, Bleſſed ate the peacemakers fur they 
sball be called the ſons of God. By 3 publick 
edict he commanded that the Chriſtians who 
ſhould come into his DukeFom , ſhould he 
recciued with all civility and Courteſy, As for 
Clericks and Religious men, he ſhewedthem 
fingular grace and fauor, and even admited 
them into his preſence, and willingly heard 
them diſcourſe, whence it came to paſ[ , tha 
he acknowledged his own blindnes and recei. 
ucd the light of the Ghoſpel, acknowledging 
lIeſus Chriſt for his true God and Lord, As 
ſoon as he was baptized his great care was 
to aboliſh all ſacrilegiovs rites , and to found 
Biſhopricks the better to promote the Chii 
{tian faith ; but whilſt he was ſolicitous here 
about, our Lord was pleaſed to comfort him 
by A certain viſion in the night, For he ſent 
vnto him a very beautifull yoog man, who 
ſaid vato him : Peace be to thee, ele of Telus 
Chriſt : lay fide that care and ſolicitude, That 
which thou thinkeſt vpon, sball nat be done by 
thee , for thy bands are defiled With blood, vA (a8 
1ball be bor thee, Who Ly the counſel of the diniae 
prowidence shall eff «4 What thou haſt anceneld 
in thy mind. He »ball be & king , and if the 
aumber of the)e Kings, Whom God has preteſis 
nated, firſt to 4 temporal, and then to an eter 
crux. In the mean While , shallcome tothu 4 
perſonnge , With ſpiritual embaſſies. Sre this 1 
cerue bim bonorably , and baue bim in gruat vt 
neration, and yeeld perfet3 obedience to bis adui 
and exhortations.The Prince awaking wholly 
aſtoniſhed at the viſion , humbly proſtrate 
pon the ground gives infinite thanks to a 
mighty God , and with tcars commendshin- 
ſclt and his eſtates , together with the ſon ke 
was to have , to the care and proteftion dl 
bim that never ſlumbers nor _ Alter 
which remaining in much ſuſpenſe of mind, 
about the forcſaid Embaſſadon he wasadue- 
tiſed that Saint Adelbert Biſhop of Prague 
was coming to viſit him; then he vnderſtood 
that this was the Ambaſſador who was!0 
come to him fromGod;whereupon be with 
his court went out to meetthe man of God, 
and receiving him with all bonor , ſheyed 
himſelf moſt prompt and ready to an caure 
and filial obedience, He commanded gre 
aſſemblies of his fierce and barbarous peopl 
to be made , and the Holy Biſhop preach C 
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Saint Stephen King of Hungary , Confeſlor, 


them ; and by his divine life anddo&rin con- 


a F7, verted A great part of them. In confirmation 
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of the reuclation made to the Dake , his wife 
” $coltha being great with child Saing Stephen 
'» te firſt Martyr appcared'vato herin the habit 
ifz Leuite, and aſſured her thas ſhe ſhould 
ring forth a ſon , who ſhould be the firſt 
king of that Province, and charged her to call 
rig Stephen Within a tew Gaics alter, the child 
being bappily born , he was baptized by Saint 
adalbert , and according to the revelation 
called Stephcn: and as ſoon as his yeares made 
tim capable , he was carefully educated in 
rincely manners, learning, and vertuc. After- 
yards bis father aflembled the chict Lords of 
his court , whom he obliged by ſolemn oath 
0 acknowledge his ſon Stephen for their na- 
ral and Jawtull Prince. His father departed 
this life in the year nine hundred ninety ſeuen, 
in the ame year that Saint Adelbert,who was 
gon to ptant the Goſpel inPruſſia , obtained 
the crown of Martyrdom, 

Saint Stephen ;,being inſtalled after the 
tath of his father, he ſtudicd to gain the hearts 
of the people , and to draw them out of the 
lknes of Jdolatry in which they were inuo- 
bed.and to bring them to embrace the dodtrin 


yayong in age, he knew notwithſtanding 
hoy prudent]y to diſpoſe of affairs in order to 
ttisead: and becauſe the myſteries of Religi- 
mare not well compatible with the noyſe of 
zmes , he ought peace in the firſt place with 
dhisncighbors , to the end that being vanited 
ad in lcague with them, nothing might di- 
tet him from the deſigne which he bad of the 
alrancement of our Religion : but the diuel 
ybopenctiated his holy intentions, ſtirred vp 
x Hungarians that were Idolaters to rebell 
gainſt him : they made the body of an Army, 
oiled and pillaged the countrey , and moxeo- 
tet beſteged the city of Ueſperin, as well in4 
ſecial contempt ot him , for that he particu- 
ky fauored , and often viſited it, as for that 
ting taken this place , they hoped caſily to 
ke themſclues maſters of others. Stephen 
Wd not loſe courage for this reuolt and fury 
«theGentils his vaſſals,but confiding in God 
tough the interceſſion of Saint Martin and 
Kint George his Patrons, he oaue thei batle, 
ad ouercame and ſcattered all their Army. 
It having recciucd this ſignal viory from 
bc hand of God, he conſecrated all the ſpoyls 

lirenemys vnto him, and built a Monaſtery 
with them, in a place called the holy Hill , 
Where SaintMartin was wont to pray when he 
Win Hungary , which he called by S. Martins 
We, for that he was born in Hungary, and 

King had carried his banner in the batle : 

mowed this Conyent with fair reven- 
«and commanded that the tythes ſhould be 
edthem ſo exaftly , that he who had tcn 

Tom, 2, 


of our Lord Icfus Chriſt : and although he | 


children was obliged to 
the Convent of S, Martin. 

This rebellion being quelled , deſirous to 
proſecute his enterpriſe , and to haue the aid 
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of learned and faithiull men herein , he gaue GVST. 


notice to many Prieſts, Abbots and Relig1ous 
perſons , of the intention he had to extirpate 
Idolatry out of his countrey , and to ſow in it 
the ſeed of heauen,, tothe end that thoſe who 


,were toucht with a zeal of the glory of God 


wight know that he would fauor, prote& and 
maintain them. Many holy perſonages came 
trom divers places , who wrought great fruit 
by their lives and preachings, civilizing that 
ſauage nation by the ſweet precepts of the' 
Ghoſpel, they built Monaſterys, and ſome of 
tdem got the crown of Martyrdom, 

Thus S. Stephen planted and propagated 
our holy Religion , honotiog thoſe who wil. 
lingly embraced it , and kcepivg thoſe ynder, 
who oppoſed ir, perſeuering in their crror,He 
divided his Province into ten Biſhopricks, of 
which he made the Church of Strigonium the 
Metropolis , and to the end that. hetnight in» 
form the Pope ofall that he had dyn,and con- 
firm it by his authority and beniediion , he: 
ſenta holy man to Rome, called Aftricus, and 
by another name Anaſtaſius, the Biſhop of 
Colotz,to beſeech his Holines to that purpoſe, 
as allo that he would be pleaſed to conferr 
vpon him the title of King,that he might with 
mote Maicſty and authority accompliſh, that 
which he had happily begun, to the hogior of 
God, and good of his people. Anaſtaſius arti- 
ued at Romeat the ſame time that Miſcha the 
Duke of Polony was conuctted to the faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and had ſent ambaſladors'to Ro- 
me to obtain of the Pope the title ofthe Kir 
of Polony, which his Holinefl was reſoluedto 

rant him, and to ſend him 4 rich crown with 
Fis benediftion : but the night before the dif. 
patch of the Polonian ambaſladors, an Angel 
appeared to him, who aduertiſed him that the 
next morning there ſhould come to him new 
ambaſſadors to recciue his benediion , and 
the crown which the Duke their Lord hum- 
bly demanded , to whom he ſhould give that 
which was alrcady made, for that their Lord 
had well deſerued it, The next morning Ana» 
ſafius had audicnce, and propoſed his emba(- 
fy to the Pope, faying that Duke Stephen his 
Lord had reduced many nations vnder his 
obedience , or rather vnder the obedience of 
Teſus Chriſt ; the Pope was oueroyed at this 
good news ,and ſcing the glory of our Lord 
to be amplified, who had made choice of this 
Prince to be the Apoſtle of the Hungarians, he 
graciouſly granted to Anaſtafius what he 1c- 
queſted of him , giving him the royal crown 
and a crofl, which he ſent to Stephen to be 
carried before him as an Apoſtolical tian, who 
had brought that barbarous nation vader the 
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Saint Stephen King of Hungary, Confeſlor; 


yoke of Ieſus Chriſt, he gaue himalfſo power 


and in a word , to ordain whatſoever might 
concern the divine ſervice and the ſaluation 


And this is that which the Biſhop who 
wrote the life of Saint Stephen the: firſt king 
of Hungary , reportes of him; and Martin 
Cromer a Polonian eAuthor ſatcs,that Miſcha 
by the counſel of the Senat ſent Lawbert the | 
Biſhop of Cracouia , a learned and eloquen! 
wan, to Pope Benedi& the ſeventh, to beſcech 
him to giue him the title of King ,and that at 
the ſame time , and with the ſame embaſlage 
Stephen ſent toRome,and that the Pope gran» 
ted Stephen what he demanded, but denied 
the Duke of Polony , whether it was becauſe 
he had heard the news of his death , or that 
God would have it difterred, for that the Po- 
Jonijans were a ficrce and bajbarous people, 
who oppreſledthe poor, ang had nogreat po- 
wer , and made litle account of Religion : he 
addes that the Emperor Otho the third going 


into Polony to viſit the ſepulcher of Saint A- 
dalbert Martyr , where he was magnificently 
received and gratified with preſents by Bolel- 


— 
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Jaus the c)deſt ſon of Miſcha, the Emperor in | 


recognizanceoof his liberality gaue him the ti- 
tle of king , and made him be crowngd by the 
Archbiſhop Gaudentivs in the year one thou» 
ſand and one, But Cardinal Baronivs atthe 
end of the tenth tome of his Annals is of opi- 
Dion, ſounded vpon what Peter Damian wri- 
tes in the life :of S, Romuald, that Boleſlaus, 
2nd not Miſcha his father , demanded the 
toyal crown of the Pope in the time of the 
Empcror Henry who ſucceeded Otho, and that 
bis Holines gauc it him , and not the Emperor 
Otho. But to return to our King Stephen 
who received the 4mbaſiador Anaſtafius with 


RES } 


ioy of all the people. - 

" King Stephen was not proud of this new 
dignity, but on the contrary bolding it of the 
hand of God, who giuesand takesaway king- 
doms as he pleaſes, preſented it with a good 
will to the Roman Church, as we learn out of 
the epiſtles of Gregory the ſeuenth, recounted 

"by Cardinal Baronius in the place alledged 
before, in the thirtecnth , amongſt others, of 

the ſecond book, which is direQcd to Salomon 


[ 
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King of Hungary, where this is ſaid 
Moreouer Saint Stephen reſolued expreſly, 


neighbors gand he confirmed it by warryic 
Gifla Siſter to the Emperor Heary F ws 
eſpouſed by the advice of the Biſbops, Prelatey 
ard Lords of his Realw, This Princeſſ ya 
wondertully pious ; ſhe founded i Church at 
Veſprin, which ſhe enriched with Teuerues 
and fair ornaments in imitation of her hyf, 
band, who royally endowed the Churchesand 
Biſhopricks , which he inſlituted, taking care 
that the Canons lived without reproach obe- 
dient to their Biſhops, and that Religiousper. 
ſons, who made proteſſon of a more auſtere 
and pertc> life, acquitted themſclues oftheir 
VOWS, ' 

This holy king bore a ſpeciall affe&ionto 
the glorious Uirgin Mary , having put hi 
crown vnder her proteRion , and tor this 
cauſe he built a very magnificent Church in 
her honor in Alba , the capital city of the 
kingdom of Hungary, which he adorned with 
preſents of Gold and precious ſtones of an 
incſtimablc yaluc. Nor was this holy kingcon- 
tented to Jeaue ſuch marks of his piety in his 
own kingdom but he extended it alſo ynto 
ſtrangers. He founded a Religious Monaſtery 
at Hieruſalem with very good revenues ,and 
a Colledge at Rome for twelue Canonsynder 
the name of Saint Stephen , and an Hoſpital 
for the pilgrims of Hungary, he built alſo 3 
Church at Conſtantinople , which heprous 
ded of whatſocuer was neceſſary, 

Vpon this foundation ofpiety ,3 tweproof 
of the loue and reverence which he bore o 
almighty God , he built the ſuperſirufture df 
mercy towards the poor , whom he cheti 
ſhed as if he had ſeen Irſus Chriſt incuery 
one cf them , he did not diſcontent one of 
thew,giuing them whatſoeyuer be could:intle 
night he waſhed their feet, and gavethem a 
alms with his own hands. One night he vet 
out all alone with 4 purſe full of filyer to di 
tribute it amongſt the poor , who not knov- 
ivg him to bethe king (God almighty op 
mitting it for his greater glory) becauſe 
did not giue them whatſoever they askedithe 
fell a pulling ofhis beard , & threw bimdown, 
with which he was ſo well contented thatpiv 
ſtrate vponthe ground he gaue thanks tot 
Virgin Mary forit,ſaying : O Qween of beaun 
and my Snueen, behold bow your ſoldiers buut 
honored bim , whom you hawe made kin ld 
minury if it Were don by an enemy , ng 18 
your help, 1 Would not ſuffer it to paſſ ons 
ged : but nov knowing that hereby is prepares fir 
me eternal bappines , 1 am exceeding!) 1) 
giuing thanks for thoſe comfortable vords of 04 


moſt lowinz Sauiogr, With Which be ns 
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himſelf for the future in the ſervice Gd] 0 1 
that he mg@ht be able without intermiſſion to A V; 


attend to ig , he made a firm peace with hisGy; 


A 
LIL 


0, is þ 


bis diſciples , ſaying , 4 hair of your bead hall 
wot perich. Hereupon he reſolued alwaies to 
ge tO cuery one that asked him any thing 


T..r, for the loue of God: and to exhauſt his trea- 


Vs 


ſyres to enrich the poor : and hence forwards 
he gauc large alms both by himlelfand others, 
eſpecially by Clericks and religious men. A 
holy Hermit of Bohemia , called Gunther, 
came often from his countrey to viſit him: and 
as often as he came , king Stephen put all the 

rouifion and ores of his pallace into his 
hinds: when the Hermir, diſtributing what he 
found vnto widews, orphans and other needy 
perſons, would ſoon leaue the Royal Pallace 
yoyd and deſtitute ofall things. Whereat $. Ste» 
phen trook great content, feeling himſelt by 
ſuch a&ts oft charity towards his neighbor , 
continually inflamed more and more in the 
love of Chiiit , and ſweet contemplation of 
inuifible 1 1ngs. Our Lord recompenſed this 
his liberality with a new fagor that he did him, 
giving him the gracc of healing the fick , to 
whom he ſent by way of a medccin a litle bre- 
ad,or fruit , orggly ſome ſweet flowers, com- 
manding them T6 riſe, and immediately they 
were cured. He employed the daies in givin 
audience, and in conſulting about, and in aif 
patching the affairs of his kingdom, and the 
nights in praier and contemplation, powring 
out abundance of tears inthe preſence ofGod, 
His ations were graue and ſevere, he was ne- 
vcr ſeen tolaugh, being alwaies ſo recollefed 
within himſelf, that he ſeemed to ſee with the 
eyes ofhis body that Lord , whom he contem- | 
plated with the eyes of hisſoul , and as ifhe 
were ſtanding betore his tribunal to giue an 
account to him of all the actions of his life. He 
tad Iefus Chriſt continually , in his mouth, 
heart, and works, 

He had alſothe gift of Propheſy, He awaked 
one night and ſent 4 meſſenger with all dili- 
pence to aduertiſe the countrey people about 
Alba*lulia , ſpeedily to retire themſeluesinto 
the citys, and ſtrong holds, by reaſon ofthe 
incurſion of the Beſſians deadly enemies of 
the Hungarians , and Chriſtians , who were 
coming vpon them. The Meſſenger was no 
ſooner artiued, but they entred into the coun- 
trey, burning and _— before them, but 
the people had ſecuredtheir own perſons by 
fjing to places of ſafety vpon the holy kings 
premonition, 

The Emperor Henry, brother in law and 
good friend of Stephen being dead , Conrade 
Who ſucceeded him, ſent a powerſull army 
into Hungary: the holy King Stephen aſſem- 
bled his people together to refiſt him, baving 
frſt made his recours to the Bleſſed Virgin,as 
to his cheif refuge beſeeching her to conſerve 

r people , and not to puniſh them for the 
faults of their king, He went to mect his ene- 
Mics, and it was 4 ſtrange thipg to ſee, the 


2 
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| next morning the Emperor ſent his Captains 


a countermand , who returned without doing 
anything, of whichthe Emperor being aduer- 


tiled he was aſtoriſhedat it. fearing that it Gy 5 T. 


bad ſo bappened through ſome revolt or my- 
tiny , butbeing informed that his ſoldiers had 
receiued an expreſ in hisnameto retreat, and 
being conſcious to himſelf that he had not 
ſent any ſuch meſſenger , he concluded thar 
all bad happened throughtte counſel and will 
of almighty God , in jauor of the holy King 
who confided in him : and tor this cauſe he 
thoyght beſt no more to inuade his kingdom 
for fear ofthe eternal iudge, 

The renown of his vertues was ſuch , that 


many came from remote provinces to ſee I 


king who livednot like other kings , but like 
an inhabitant of heauen. Amongſt others there 
came to bim threeſcore Beſſans, of the prime 
men of their countrey , bringing with them 
great treaſures, whoat their eatrance into his 
kingdom fell into the hands of robbers , who 
[poiled them of all their riches , and left them 
halt dead vpon the place , they notwithſtan- 
ding proſecuted their iourvey in the beſt man- 
ner they could , and recounted to the king 
what had Þbefaln them, he comforted them, 
and entertained them very nobly , and cauſed 


the robbers to be hanged 1n the confines of 
his kingdom , that thoſe who ſhould cometo ' 


vitit him,might haye ſccure and fafc acceſl yn- 
to him. 

Nor did this holy and happy Prince want 
his croſſes and tribulations in this world , by 
which God almighty refined and puriſied him, 
He was three years continually fick of itrou» 
bleſom ficknes: which he was no ſooner treed 
from, but he felt the ſcourge of the eternall 
judge in the death of his children,when they 
were very yong : that which 2 litle lenified 
his grief was,that Emericus was yet aliuc. This 
yong Prince was all the delight of the king 
his father, as well for that he was his only ſon, 
as allo for his rare and excellent vertues:; for 


which the Roman Church has enrolled him in 


the Catalogue of Saints. The king had his eyes 
alwaics vpon this his heir , recommending 
him night and day to God, and the glorious 
Virgin , that he would be pleaſed to giue him 
the grace to end the eſtabliſhment of the 
affairs of Chriſtian Religion , which himſelf 
had begun. He permitted none to be about 
him, but fuch as were pious , learned, and 
prudent toinſtru& him: and himſelf wrote 4 
litle book for his inſtrufion, to teach him 
how he was to gouern himſelf after his de- 
ath. Firſt of all, that he ſhould alwaies haue 
God before his cyecs , louing and reverencing 
him aboue all :hings , that he ſhould maintain 
the Catholick Religion defending the Church, 
honoring Prelats and Ecclchaltical perſons, 


| and adauniſtrivg iuſtice; that he ſhould render 


biaſelf 
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himſelf rather amiable then dreadfull to his 
Vaſſals; that he ſhould be kind and liberal to 
the poor, and thoſe of 4 low conditien ; that 
he ſhou!d do nothing of importance without 
counſel ; that he ſhould makemuch of ſtran- 
2cts , in a word that he ſhould embrace all 
vertues, andfrequently giue himſelf to praier, 
for that without God kingdoms could not be 
z0verned nor conſerued. All thele diligences 
of king Stephen were not ſufficient to pro- 
long the Gaies of his dear fon ; God called him 
in the flower of his age, leauing the king and 
kingdom in 4 perpetual fadnes, for hawing 
loſt a Pririce of ſuch tair hopes, nor having 
another to ſucceed him : but the king was 1o 
holy and vertuous, that he ſubmitted his own 
will to Gods, and tharked him for having 
called his ſon to eterval glory ; he gaue great 
alms 10 Churches, Monaſterys , andto poot 
pcople for the ſoul of his ſon, and to the end 
that God would be pleaſed to give him a 
ſucceſſor for the gocd of his kingdom. 

Not long after the king fell ſick ofa lin- 
oring fever, which brought bim fo low , that 
he was not able to ſtand vpon his leggs, Which 
fout of bis chc1f countiers, of a reþcllious ſpi- 
it, tzking notice of, they conſpired rogether 
to kill him : one of them bolder then the reſt, 
entred one euening before the candles were 
lig 
{ſword vnder his cloke to execute his pernici- 
ous defipne , but God whopreſcrues his ſer- 
uants, diſpoſed that entring the chamber he 
let fall his ſword, the king hearing the noiſe 
of it , asked who was there * whereupon the 
miſerable wreich wholly abaſbed , fell down 
at the kings feet , and contefſed what he wic- 
kedly intended to haue don, humbly begging 
his pardoy, which the king very frecly gaue 
him, but for publique example cauſed his com- 
pliccs to be taken ; and condignly puniſhed. 
His fici:nes encreaſed ,and the king vnder- 
ſtood , that it was the good pleaſure of God to 
take him out of this valley of miſeries, and to 
Introduce him into 4 more glorious kingdom, 
eAfter that he had piouſly exhorted the Bi- 
ſhops and Lords of his Realm to be ſure to 
keep the Catholick faith which they had recei- 
ued , to loue juſtice , to be in charity with 
Onc another, tobe humble , but aboue all to 
haue a ſingular ſolicitude and care of the new 
plantation of Chriſtians, and having treated 
with them about his ſucceſſor , he moſt aftec- 
tionatcly commended them and his own foul 


to the moſt glorious Virgin , with eyes and 


and hands litted vp to heauen, ſaying : O glori- 
ous Pueenof heauen,d noble reftorer of the World, 


' to thy patronage and praters ao F commend the 


Charch Yith the Clergy and Bishops the kingdom 
with the Nobility and people: and I giue vp my 


Joul into thy, hands humbly beſeeching thee to 


. preſent it to thy moſt dear ſon. Then having 


hted into the chamber of the king , witha. 
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deuout!y receiued the holy Secraents ofey 
treme VnCtion , and the. ſacred body of ow 
Lord,he happily departed to a better lif the, 


v 


the Feaſt ot the moſt plorious 4\lumpticn & 61 wo 


the euer Bleſſed Virgin Mary, which withms. 
ny Prayers and tears he had begped of A 
Lord,that jt might be the day ot his ifſoly- 
tion , boping then to find ſpeciall and more 
abundant wergy. 

There was great flo King frem all Party of 
the Kingdom to his tunerals,cuery one lamen- 
ting the [off of ſucha king, and fo good 4f;. 
ther, His body was carried with Magnificent 
pomp to «e4lva Regalis, where in he widlc of 
the Church of our Bleſſed Lady, which hig. 
ſelf had built , it was buried , in 4 tomb of 
white marole, at which our Lord wrought 
glorious miracles , curing thoſe who canc 
from all parts to implore his favor to be gej, 
uered irom their miſcrys and calamitys, There 
was heard allo in the ſame place, oftentimes 
in the night , heauenly mulick,and 4 mo 
traprant ſupernatural odor was diffuſed from 
his body on all fides, 

In the time of Ladiſlaus the ſeuenth there 
came Order trom Rome, that diligent ſearch 
and inquiry ſhould be made aſter all the Re. 
licks ot ſuch, as from the beginning had beeg 
the inſtruments of God in the conuerſion of 
Hungary 3 and that for the renewing of the 
metnory of ſuch labors and ſo great merits an 
honorable and ſolemne tranſlation ſhould be 
made of their bodics, In proſecution of this 
Order, 4 folean faſt was appointed of three 
daics , with praiers and alms ; after which La 
diſlaus , with great reſpe& , accompanied by 
the court and people, came hiſt tothe mony- 
ment of Saint Stephen : but with all the engins 
and torce they could vſe, they were notableto 
open it, vntill by the advice of Virgincalled 
Charity ( who being immured belides the 
Church of our Saviour had the opinion ol 
Saint ) he reſolued to ſet free Salomon hisbro- 
ther , umpriſoned by him for certain grieuow 
diſguſts betwixt them, He then being releaſed 
out of priſon , and the three daies faſt agan 
repeated, the tone which before was immo- 
moucable , was as caſily remoued as ifit had 
been of no weight at all.The coffin thenof 
lead (in which his holy body was) being ti 
ken thence , and carried in proceſſion, and 
Veſpers ſung, it was with reverence depo 
vponan Altar inthe midle of the Church;aod 
all that day and the night following wultitys 
des ofmiracles were wrought, Amongſtothes 
a paralytick, deſtitute of the vic bothofhand 
and teet was pertealy cured. A boy of {even 
years old , who was fo contrafted from his 
birth , that he was forced to creep ypon his 
hands and feet, being brought thither by his 
perents , and by them commended tot 


"Tal f the holy king , inſtantly his con 
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contrafted nerues were looſed, and his feet and 


knees ſo ſKrengthened that he walked about 


P in the fight otallthe people, who praiſcd the 
I mc of Chit , admiring the merits of his 


' on” (ryant. And the prous King Ladiſlaus, wees 


ing for ioy ; took vp the youth in his armes, 
2nd carzicd him to the Altar, praiſing God for 
the great fauor conferred vpon the child. 4 
-ountel called Mathildis was cured of an ex- 
ceſſive inward pain, which ſhe had ſuffered 
three years. Nor wete thoſe alone cured which 
were preſent , but alſo thoſe which were ab- 
ſent, For the fame of his Tranſlation being 
ſpreadabroad , there wasgreat flocking to his 


tomb from all the parts of Hungary, of thoſe | 


who wete aflited by diuers kinds of diſeaſes; 
ſome going before , but others ſtayed behind 
by the grieuouſnes of their infirmitys were not 
able to get thither , yet in their very journey 
innumerable were cured by the ſame mercy: 
who in memory of their cure by the merits 
of the Saint, made great heaps of itones inthe 
places where they were cured vpon the way, 
which remained there 4 long time after. More- 
ouer a certain woman brought the dead 
body of her only ſon, and laid it down by the 
Sepulcher of the holy king , imploriog the 
help of God and his Saint, nor did ſhe end 
her praiers before her ſon came to life again. 
Vponthe twentith of Auguſt , after Hol 

Maſl was ended , the King with the wrt. 
ofthe Clergy and Nobility, approching tothe 
Coffin,they reuerently opencd the ſame, which 
ſeat ſortha celeſtial odour , and they found it 
full of water of 4 reddiſh colour , mixed with 
opl, ſo that the fleſh being conſumed, the bo- 
net lay in it, as it were in ſo much balm,king 
Ladiſlaus ſought very diligently in this liquor 
aring, which was put vpon the right hand of 
the Saint, and to that purpoſe commanded the 
lquor to be laded forth by the hands of the 


vorthieſt Prelates, into veſlels of filuer, but by | 


how much the coffin was emptied by others, 
it wazagain filled vp of it ſelf , wheteat ama- 
2ed they put it all in again together with the 
bones whichthey had taken out, the quantity 
cemaining ſtill the ſame,and ſo tranſlated them 
lato anoſt ſumptuous and tich chappel. The 
log which could not now be found , was 
found A litle after, together with ſoruthing of 
cher yalew, in the maner following. A holy 
Monk whoſe name was Mercury, was denicd 
acceſl to the Relicks by the kings command, 
kaſt he ſhould haue taken ſorac of then tor 
bimſel, The good man now taking it very hea- 


uily to heart that he could not be ſuffered to | 


debold and kiſſthat oreat treaſure, retired him- 
(cif apart, and there in the dead time of the 


Saint Stephen King of Hungary, Confeſlor. 


wrapped vp together : Take here, faid he, 0 
eAlercury, that Yhich thou haſt ſo much defared, 
and when thou haſt kept it for 4 certain time, 
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catry it to the king, Aiter theſe words the An- G ys 7, 


gel dilsppeared: and Mercury full of vaſpea- 
kable {weetnes , vnfolding the cloth, found 
there the Kings hand entire and incorrupt, to- 
gether with the ring ſo much ſought for : and 
when it ſeemed to him , tobe now high time, 
he went and preſented it to king Ladiſlaus, 
who rec:iued it with great ioy , and folemaly 
placed it ina ſumptuous ſhrine, in an Oratory 
apart. But why , the reſt of his fleſh being 
corrupted, was the right hand of this holy 
king preſerued entire ? our Lord (faith the au- 
thor of his life) would ſignify hereby , that it 
vas not fitting, that that band sbould be corrup« 
ted, Which bad been ſo liberal to the poor , and 
bad reliened the neceſſities of all that kingdom. 

The lite of Saint Stephen king of Hungary 
was written by Colman the eighth king of 
the Hungarians, and by 2 certain Biſhop,Su- 
rius recounts it in his fourth tome, The holy” 
king diedia the ycar one thouſand thirty four, 
vpon the fifteeath of Anguſt, and was tranſla« 
ted vpon the twentith ot the ſame month, or 
which the Church keepes his feaſt. Cardioal 
Baronius in his Annotations, andin the tenth 
tome of his Annals , and the Hiſtoriographers 
of the affairs of Hungary write of him. 
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THE LIFE OFTHESAINTS TIMO. Av= 
thy, Hippolitus, and Symphorian Martyrs, GVST\ 


N the time of Saint Melchiades Pope, 
{ there came to Rome from Antioch a man 
of quality, called Timothy, very learned, 
and well skilled in the Holy Scriptures , and 
zealous in the ſeruice of God. He lodgedin 
the houſe of Silueſter , who afterwards was 
Pope, and baptized the Emperor Conſtantin. 
Timothy being at Rome, he began to be fa- 
mous for his blameles life, aad wondetrtal lear- 
ning , conficmivg the faithful in the faith of 
Chriſt , and couuerting many Gentils by his 
reaching , and illuminating them with the 
light of the Goſpel , He employed himſelf 2 
year in theſe holy exerciſes, and at laſt was 
taken by the Governor Tarquinius: whoſcing 


nipht fat mourning and lamenting, when be+ | that he couldby no meansdraw him from the 
confeſſion of Chriſt , he commanded him to 


be cruelly whipped three times : and after he 
| had aflited him by along and hard impriſon= 
Ecc | cnt, 


Jond all his hopes , there appearcd to him a 
= man of 4 heauenly countcnance, who 

' Killing hima piece of fine linnen, folded and 
Tom, 2, 
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ment ,and diſlocated his members vpon the 
rack Equuleus , and rent his body by other 
torments , he cauſed him to be beheaded: and 
Silueſter carried his body to his own houſe, 
and afterwards a worthy matron, called Theo- 
dora , buried it jn her Garden jn the way to 
Oltia , neer the ſepulcher of the Apoſtle Saint 
Paul, in whoſe Church it was afterwards ho- 
norably placed, The Church makes comemo 
ration of Saint Timothy ypon the day of his 
Martyrdom, which wasthe two and twentith 
of Auguſt ,.in the year of our Loid three hun- 
dred and eleucns 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Hippolytus , Bishop and Martyr. 


Pon the ſame day the two and 
} twentith of Avguſt the boly 
& Church celebrates the feaſt of 
Y Saint Hippolytus , Biſhop and 

RSS Martyr. Who was 4 famous man 
&yery learned; and wrote inany books ofgreat 
learning and profit tothe whole Church, He 


flouriſhed in the time of the Emperor Alexan- { 
der Scuerus , and being the Metropolitan Bi- | 
ſhop of Arabia (asGelafius Pope faies)he came | 
to Rome , to viſit the bodies ofthe glorious | 


| ofthe Prouince of Burgundy, of city called 


Princes of the Apoſtles, Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul , and to fee, and reverenccethe Sepylchers 
of the Martyrs, Saint Calixtus fitting in the 
chair of S, Peter ; by whom he was received 
and entertained with all courteſy, and made 
Biſhop of the city of Porto, not far from Ro- 
me, that he fight have him neer him , and 
make vſe of bis counſel. Atthat time VIpian a 
great Lawycer,and cruel enemy of Iefus Chriſt 
was gouernor of Rome : he made 3 ſtrange 
butchery ofthe Chriſtians,and amongſt others 
he commandeds, Hippolytus to be apprehen- 
ded in the ſame city of Porto, and ryed hands 
and fect to be caſt intoadeep pit full of water, 
where be gaue vp his foul to God,and his body 
was buried thercabouts by the Chriſtians. And 
at this preſentin that city there is great memo» 
ry of Saint Hippolytus Biſhop ,and is to be 
ſecen the pit 01 <1tch tull of water, into w hich 
he :was thrown , and where he ended his 
Martyrdom , which happened in the year of 
our Lord two hundred twenty nine  Alexan- 
der Seuerus being Emperor. 

It is to be marked that there were three 
Hippolytuses Martyrs : this of whom we here 
are ſpeaking , who was a Biſhop, as we hauc 
faid : another, who was a ſoldier,and was con- 
vetted to the faith by the preaching of $, Law6- 


ce;as we haue written vpon the day OfhisMar 


tyrdom , which was the thirtcenth of Pers, 


The third was a Prieſt of Antioch of who 
the Roman Martyrologes makes Mentio : 
ponthe thirtith of Ianuary, and he lived he 
Decius was Emperor. And althouph for 3 a 
he.was {reduced by the Nowatian Heretick, 
afterwards he returned to himſelf and dj ; 
conſtantly tor the Catholick faith, Tag, 
ing cuery one to hold faſt that do&; 
the Chair of Saint Peter taught. This is to b 
noted , for that ſome contound theſe Ts 
Hippolytuses in one,as Prudentius and others 
make Hippolytus the Biſhop , Prieſt of Anti 
och , and attribute that to one, which belongs 
to the other : as Cardinal Batronius learned| 
obſcrues in his notes vpon the Martyrolo , 
and in the ſecond tome of his Annals.$ lhe 
rom, Euſcbius, Nicepborus, and the M | [0s 
loges make mention of S, Hippolytus, 
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SENS thy and Hippolytusis celebrated 
> Gar the ſame day the martyrdom of 
5 (2, 7 Saint Symphorian Martyr , who 

= was by nation aFrenchman;and 


Auſtum. He was born of noble , rich, and 
Chriſtian parents. His father called Fauſtus 
educated him very honorably , and ia the 


| fear of our Lord. The Pagans of that ci 
celebrated 3 very ſolemn Feaſt to theit Gods, 


and particularly to Bexecynthia , which vas 


-Cybele , the mother of all the Gods: whoſe 


Idol they carried in a certain chair with giea 
powp and maieſty, all the people profit 
themſclues vpon the ground to adore it, And 
when vpon atime , Symphorian being n0v1 
man , and of perte& age , this feaſt waskep 
and all the people bowed themſelues toadat 
that ſtatue and infernal monſter, only ur 
phorian turned his back on it, andderidedit 
in ſuch forte that he was takennotice ol 
accuſed to Heraclius , wdge of that city, 
reſented before is tribunal. The iudge wkel 
= his name, and what he was? He anſwe 
him with great freedom , that hisname V® 
Symphorian , and he was a Chriſtian, T 
ludge went about to perſwade him toadote 
his Gods ,and to obey the commands of G 
Emperor ; but the holy Martys making 9 
regard either of his reaſons , Or his threats, 
commanded him to be cruelly whipped 
afterwards to be caſt into a hard priloo-Ak 


in, which 
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ome daies they took him out thence and 
13. brought him before Heraclius, after ſome rea- 

ning betwixt them , the iudge ſcing that he 
4 -ould not by fair means work vpon the ſtout 
Flo nd couragious heart of the holy Maity , he 
"ommanded him to be beheaded. «As they 
lead him tO execution, his monther ſeing him, 
began with great vigor and feruor to exhort 
tim tg dy with great cheertulnes and alacrity, 
faying vAto him theſe words : My /oz Sympho- 
rian ,the ſor of my bowels , remember the lzuing 
God anme thy (elf with bis force and conſtancy; 
there is no reaſon Ye should fear death Which lea- 
4s 1s to iſe. Eleuate thy beart my ſon, and 
lok pon bim that raignes 1n beauen, O my /on 
they will not take avay thy life from thee , but 
unly make thee exchange it for & better : and 
glthough the way be ſiraif? , and the paſiage by 
which thon art to go ,rude and thorny, yet baue 
the jaints all paſſed the ſame Way : and although 
thow dyeſÞ y2t 5balt thor kill and vangquish death 
it [ef. Drive avay far from thee all fear of tor- 
ments , for they Sill laſt but 2 litle while , aud 
h them thou shalt obtain an immortal crown 
ard glory. All this faid the boly mother to her 
holy ſon, and he animated by her words and 
by the ſpirit of heauen, ſtretched forth his neck 
toreceiue the ſword, and was beheaded with- 
out the walls of the city. The Chriſtians ſe- 
cetly took away his body and buried it 
neer vnto 2 fountain, and our Lord wrought 
many miracles by it. His Martyrdom was vpon 
the two and twentith of Auguſt in the year of 
or Lord two bundred Sixty three , in the 
taign of Ualerian.; The Roman Martyrologe 
makes mention of S. Symphorian , and thoſe 
of Bede, Uſuard and Ado, Surius in his fourth 
tome, Cardinal Baroniusin the ſecond tome 
of his Annals : and Gregory of Tours in his 
book De Gloria Confeſſorum Chap. 77. and 
In his firſt book ,D# Gloria Martyrum, Chap, 
j3 he relates 2 great miracle concerning his 
pretiousrelicks : which inthe midle of a great 
fre could not be burned. 


RAB At 
UN EAA EEE ME CAN EEE) 
GIb004$00SSD 203303 tore ap i ory 


TILL LEE ELLER LEES, 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 


—_z 


Bartholomew , Apoſtle. 
ITH good reaſon does S. Iohn 
Chryſoſtom complain , that we 


| know litle in particular of the 


famous afts & memorable deeds of ſome of the 
4poltles, who were thoſe happy trumpetters, 
ad heaucnly ambaſſadors, whom God ſent to 


5, Hippolytus Bishop and Martyr,and $. Symphorian, 652 


enlighten and conquer the world ,and ſubie& 


it to the yoke of his holy Ghoſpel : and he "a 


ſpeakes thus : Woxldto God that we bad found. 
Jome body that hail carefully Yritten the ſtory 


of the boly «Apoſtles, and had ſt duYvn not only. GVST« 


What they Wrote and Ybat they ſaid , but alſo 
What they did durig their Whole life, what and 
When they dideat , Yben they reſted , where they 
vere, and What they didewery day , andin What 
parts of the vorld they lined, into what houſes 
they entred , at what ports they arriued, and had 
atligently recounted all things that concern theme 
both great and litle. For if oftentimes we are 
recreated, conſidering the places where they ſat or 
vere impriſoned , and with the wery fight of them 
are awakened andexiitedtowvertue, a far grea« 
ter feruor and diligence would baue been Wrought 
in vs, bad ve knovn the vords Which they /pake, 
and the wonders Wbich they Wrought. And ſeing 
that 4 friendis vont to ark concerning bis friend, 
Where is he ? Wbether goes be? and What does be? 
much more reaſonably ought we to do the ſame, 
When Yee treat of the common maſters, and prea- 
chers of the world. Thus tar S.lohn Chryſoitom. 
But as theſe glorious and valiant Captains of 
our Lord did ſuffer and labor more then any 
elsin the converſion of the world, ſo of ſome 
of them we know very litle , that is certain, 
auerred, andaſſured : andin the ſtorysoftheir 
lives and martyrdoms, are intermixed many 
things,whichare vacertainand Aporcryphal. 
One ob theſe is the bleſſeeS. Bartholomew, 
named by Saint Mathew in the ſixth place of 
the Catalogue which he makes of the Apo+ 
{tles. He wasa Galileanand as faies Loſephus, 
cited by Metaphraſtes, a fiſherman , as were 
alſorhe other Apoſiles.It is notcertain when, 
or how Saint Bartholomew was called by our 
Lord,and beganto be his diſciple. That which 
is known is, that when the Apoſtles divided 
amongſt them the Provinces of the world to 
pteach the Ghoſpel , Lycaonia fel} toS, Bar» 
tholomew, whichis part CO—_ pro- 
vince of Aha , where he preached , and con- 
uerted many to the faith of Ieſus Chriſt our 
Sauiour : as Saint Iohn Chryſoſtom ſaies.From 
thence (taking with him the Ghoſpel of Saint 
Mathew) he weat to the neerer India: as write 
Origen , Euſcbius, Saint Hicrom , Socratcs, 
Nicephorus, and Fortunatus. Afterwards he 
entred into the greater Armenia , where he 
was crowned with martyrdom : as faies So- 
phronius , in his Addition to Saint Hieroms 
bock of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, Authors vary 
mach concerning the manner ot his death, 
Hippolytus writes that he was crucified with 
his head downwards, and Mctaphraſtes , and 
Nicephorus afficme alſo that he was crucified. 
Saint Ambroſe, arid Saint Ifidore,and the anci« 
ent boooks of the -liues of Saints , and the 
Tradition of the Church ſay, that he bad bis 
Skin fleacd oft : and this ſeemes to be more 
Ccertaun 


certain, and is taken out of graue and holy au- 
m— thors. The book which gces vnder the 
24+ name of Abdiasof Babylon, Diſciple of the 
A v- Apoſtles,recounts what happened tothe glori- 
GVST-. ous Apoſtle Saint Bartholomew in a certain 
city , and the cauſc and manner of his martyr- 
dom : the ſame in cffe& ſay Antoninus, Biſhop 
of Aquileia , BenediQus Perionivus, and other 
2uthors of ſo great authority , that I thought 
fit here to relate what they ſay. 

There was in one of the chicf citys of Ar- 
menia a temple where a certain Idol called 
Aſtaroth, was adored: here were many lick pers 
ſons,hoping to be cured bythat devil, who was 
very crafty: & our Lord permitting it for their 
finns , he deceived that miſerable people, pro- 
miſing them health,which he could not gue : 
ſome he 11ade blind, and others lame, and put 
certain impedimentsin their limmes,depriuing 
them of the vic of them, and rormented them 
with pains,to the end that afterwards making 
them come before him in that temple , and 
taking away thoſe ſecret impediments which 
himſclfhad put, andthe infirmitys which him- 
ſelf had cauſcd,they might ſeem to be cured by 
him. Others he cured for a time of waladys, 
which be had not cauſed , viing naturall re- 
medics and applying ſecret medecins, although 
ſhortly after they returned to the ſame pain, 
and to their firſt infirmitys: Others he left fick 
as he found them , making them belieuc that 
it was their own fault that they were not cu» 
xed. Beſides theſe cheats of the diuel, he gaue 
oracles and anſwers to thoſe that asked him 
concerning things to come ; and ſometimes he 
told them the truth , but moſt commonly he 
lyed: although he alwaies gaue ſuch cquiuocal 
and dubious anſwers, as they could neuer find 
fault with him, he having alwaics ſome color 
for his lycs. Saint Bartholomew then entring 
into the Temple of Aſtaroth, the deuil imme- 
diately became dumb, and cured no more in» 
firm people. And this continuing , the Prieſts 
of Aſtaroth agreed to conſult another diuel, 

called Berith, who was worſhipped 1n a city 
thereby. Berith being asked, how it fell outthat 
Aſtaroth did not ſpeak , he anſwered that the 
reaſon was, for that Bartholomew Apoltle of 
the true God, had centred into that city and 
tewple, and he held him bound in chains of 
fire, He declared vato them alſo who Bartho- 
lomew was , and wherfore he came, and gauc 
them certain ſfignes to know him by ; that he 
had black curled hair, a pale viſage, great eyes, 
a ſtraight noſe , a great and greyiſh beard , 
that he was ofa midle ſtature , his garments 
were white , anddid nor wax old , he having 
not changed them of fix and twenty years, a 
hundred times (ſaid he) herhakes hispraier in 
the day, and as often in the night. He has a 
voice like a Trumpet , he goes accompanied 
by the Angels , he has alwaics 4 checitull 


Saint Bartholomevy Apoſlle. 


countenanee , he ſpeakes all languages and 


knowes whatſocuer paſſes though he he , —_ 
ad 1, l 

bi 

. 


ſent: and that which I amnow telling yo 
not hidden vnto him , and if he will ide kin 


ſelf, you ſhall not be able to finde bim, With 6v $3 


this information the Prieſts went 
ſolicitous for three dayes, err hs 
holy Apoſtle , without beingable rodiſca 
him vatill having caſt a diuel out ofa man ha 
fame begin to be diuulged, and lpread = ace 
throughout the city. The noiſe of it came t 
the ears of the King Polemon , who hag 
adaughtcr that was Lunatick and yery ik 
whom the diuel of Aſtaroth had notbeen able 
to cure : but another dewil had POtten ſuch 
power oucr her, that it was needtull to kee 
her tycd with chains, leaſt ſhe ſhould bitelike 
4 mad dogg, and tear in peeces whatfoeger 
came neer her, The king commanded the ho! 
Apoſtle to be called, to cure his denghte: 
which he did with great facility, Afterwards 
the king ſent him a tich preſent, in ligne of 
gratitude, but the ſervants that carriedit could 
not finde him : and ſo they returned hack 
again with the preſent to the king. Whoakter- 
wards as he was alone in the night ig his 
chamber ,; and the doors ſhut , ſaw $, 3 
tholomew , who declared vntohimthat the 
cauſe of his coming into that countrey, ws 
not for treaſures, nor riches, nor jewels, but 
for the ſaluation of his ſoul, and the ſouls of 
his people. And gauc him knowledge of leſus 
Chriſt our Redemer , of his coming into the 
world, of his life , death, reſurreRion, miracles, 
and how he fits at the right hand ofthe ctemal 
Father, and isto come to iudge the liing and 
the dead : andall the reſt , that was neceſlay 
to enlighten andinſtru himin whathe ya 
to belicue and do, to be ſaued. And to the 
end that he might be more certain andaſured 
of the truth ot that which he preachedynto 
bim,the holy Apoſtle offered himſelf, tomake 
the very diuel of Aſtaroth whom they,deluded 
and decceiucd , adored and held for the trye 
God , to confeſl his lyes and cheats, by which 
he coolened and deſtroyed the people, dndlo 
the king being preſent inthe temple, andthe 
Pricits, and a great multitude of people,which 
was gathercd together to ſee this ſpetaclethe 
diucl by the command of S, Baitholoiey, 
confeſſcd and declared the deccits, and crafts 
which he was wont to vie: and that he ya 
not God , but was bound ir chainsof fire by 
the Angels of the true God , whoſe ſon [els 
Chriſt was : who had died vpon acros forthc 
fins of men and had ſent his preachersthrow) 
the whole world,and that Bartholomew vi 
one of them. With this the king , andall taat 
were preſent were ſtruck with admiravon 
and altoniſhment , and refolued to receivethe 
faith of Ieſus Chriſt : .and confounded 4 
aſbamed of the cheats with which that i 
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tad deceived them , they caſt roaps vpon the 
tatue , and pulled it down to the ground: 
and immediately there appeared vpon the 
" yalls of the temple many croſles, made by the 
' niniſtery of Angels. And to the cnd that they 
might be the more confirmed in the truth 
which they had heard from the «Apoſtle, it 
wasour Lords pleaſure,that they ſhould ſee the 
ligelgo forth of that Idol in the ſhape of A litle 
flack-moor,with a long viſage, i great beard; 
eyes ſparkling like fire , and noſtrils caſting 
Qthablack and Rinking ſmoke, and wound 
about oucr all parts with chains of fire, The 
King and Queen , and their children ſtood 
aſtonied and affrighted at ſo horrid and terri- 
hle 3 ſhape : the «Apoſtle commanded him to 
diſappear, and ro fly into the wildernes, where 
no body ſhould ſee him more : and the diuel 
obeyed hime Hereupon the king was baptized, 
and his family , and twelus citys of his king- 
dom : to whom the holy Apoſtle preached, 
-oing from place to place with great ſolici» 
wde,and i|luminating them all with the light 
of his Evangelical doQrin, and confirming 
them by the great miracles which he wrought, 
He cured the fick , caſt out diuels, and drew 
out of the ſlauery of Sathan thoſe poor ſouls, 
which our Lord had bought with his prc- 
tious blood, He made many diſciples , and in- 
ſruted them more particularly in the myſte- 
ries of our holy faith , and communicated to 
that people the Ghoſpel of S. Mathew , which 
(awe ſaid) he brought with him and tranſla- 
tedit intotheir language, | 
The divel could not cndure this increaſe 
ofthe Chriſtian Religion , and augmentation 
ofthe glory of our Lord : wherefore he ſtirred 
ip the Pricſts of the Idols, to reuenge them» 
klues of Saint Bartholomew , as the deſtroyer 
of their temples , and overthrower of their 
Altars and ruiner of the worſhip of theirGods, 
and of the1r houſes and familys, having taken 
away from them their gain and profit. The 
Priefis incited Aſtyages, brother to king Po+ 
lemon , who reigned in another bordering 
province, to command the holy Apoſtle to be 
drought before him , and to puniſh him. And 
taviog reaſoned 4 while with the Saint , infla- 
med with rage by what he had heard from the 
Prieſts, and much more , for that as he was 
liking with the Apoſtle , an Idol which was 
kept in the chicf temple of his city , fellto the 
ground, and was broken all in peeces,he com- 
manded him to be beaten with rods of iron : 
and aſter he had been thus tormented to. be 
fleacd alive, and being yet living, to haue his 
bead cut off, The Chriſtians and King Polc- 
won himſelf took his holy body , and buricd 
i with great ſolemnity : and thirty daies after 
King Altyages, and the Preiſts who together 
Vith him had been tormented by the diyels at 
le Apoſtles death , cnded their miſerable 
Tom. 2, 


were conuerted to the Faith, and by diuine 
reuelation the ſame kipg Polemon was con- 
ſecrated Biſhop,and was ſo twenty years : and 
the Chriſtian faith much increaled in thoſe 
parts. All this is out of Abdias of Babylon,and 
thoſe other authors which we cited and is that 
which is commonly receiued. 

Ja courſe of time , when the Pagans ſaw, 
that the Chriſtians flocked from all parts to 
reucrence the Relicks of the holy Apoſtle, 
Gregory of Tours writes, that they took the 
boly body which was in 4 cheſt of lead , and 
caſt it into the ſea , ſaying : Now bence for- 
ard thou halt no more deceiue the people, But 
the divine Maieſty , who is Lord of {ca and 
land , and an honoter of his Saints , guided 
that precious treaſure , and carried it in its 
Cheſt to the Iſland of Liparis , neer Sicily, 
where by diuine revelation it was received by 
the Chriſtians, and 4 Church was built for it, 
from whence it was tranſlated to Beneucnto, 
a city of the kingdom of Naples. And in the 
time of Otho the Emperor , the ſecond of this 
name , and of Gregory the fifth Pope, it was 
again tranſlated, to Rome in the year of our 
Lord nine hundred cighty three,and placedin 
a Church, which was built in S.Bartholomews 
name, inan Iſland made by the river Tybur 
in the ſame City, There his holy body isatpre= 
ſent , and is had in great veneration, and'is 
frequentedeſpecially vppn the day of his feaſt, 


and the cight -dayes following, Concerning 
Saint Bartholomew it is to be noted , that 
{ome would haue him be 4 Syrian by nation, 
and of royal blood: which has no probability, 
for that all the Apoſtles were Galileans , as is 
gathered ont of the As of the Apoſtles, and 
S. Bartholomew was 4 fiſherman, as we haut 


 faid aboue, Alſoothers ſay, that Saint Barths- 
| lomew was that Nathaniel, of whom meatiorn 
| is made in the firit chapter of SaintIohn ,and 


of whom our Lord faid : This is 4 true 1jrae« 
lite , in whom there is no deceit, But Saint Aus 
gultin, and Saint Gregory, ſay that Nathaniel 
was not choſento be an Apoſtle, becauſe he 
wasa Door ot the law, and our Lord would, 
that his Apoſtles ſhould be poor men, vile,and 
contemptible in the cyes of the world. Allo it 
is to þe noted that in Rome the Feſtiuity of 
S. Bartholomew is celebrated vpon the fiue 
and twentith of Auguſt , and out of Rome 
commonly vpon the four and twentith : and 
ſo Bede, Uſuard, and Ado put it in their Mar- 
tyrologes. The reaſon of this , fay ſome, was, 
becaule the Roman Church would celebrate 
the day on which. he was beheaded , and on 
which he died: andother Churches the day on 
which he was fleacd alive , and ſuffered that 
moſt cruel torment, But that which is more 


certain is, that other Churches keep the Feaſt 
Fit 


of 


lives, and began their eternal death. 4nd with - 
this the Pagans were much terrified , and many * 
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ofS.Bartholomew vpon the ſour and twentith 
of Auguſt, which is the day on which he died, 
and the Roman Church the day of the Tranl- 
lation of his Relicks, which was the fiuc and 
twentith of Auguſt : as Baronius has noted, 
and Pope Innocent the third commanded, 
that in this , every countrey (hould obſerue 
their own cuſtom. Amongſt other authors that 
make mention of Saint Bartholomew , which 
are many and of great authority, one is the 
divine Denys the Arcopagite , diſciple of the 
Apoſtle Saint Paul : who in his book concer* 
ning Myſtical Diuinity , writing to S. Timothy 
Biſhop of Epheſus , and his condiſciple , he 
ſaies , that the bleſſed Saint Bartholomew, 
illuminated by the ſupernatural light of hea» 
uen, faid. That ſacred diuimty Was grent anilitle, 
andthe Gho(pel large and great , andon the other 
fine brief and conciſe; and be praifeth much this 
ſeritence. There was a Ghoſpel that went vn- 
der the name of Saint Bartholomew , which 
Gelaſius Pope declares 4pocryphal , as alſo 
thofe of the other Apoſtles ( except the four 
Ghoſpels received by the whole Catholick 
Church ) which the Hereticks feigned, and 
made ill vſe of, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
. Lewis, King of France, Confeſſor. 


ac AINT Lewis King of France, the 
ainth of that name , the mirror of 
kings ,andglory and ornament of 


the crown of France , was ſon to 

Lewis the cighth king alſo of France, and to 
the Lady Blanche , daughter to Alfonſus the 
ninth King of Caſtille, who overcame Mira» 
mamolin in the plaines of Tholouſe. His fa- 
ther was A very chaſt man , and they write of 
him; that he necucr knew any other woman 
buthis own wite ; and that he was ſo zealous 
for the Catholick faith ; and ſo obedient to 
the ſea Apoſtolick , that for this reſpe he 
waged war apainſt he hereticks called Alb;j- 
#e1iſes, And having got the viftory of them, it 
leaſed our Lord to take him to himſelf , lea- 
ving his ſon S. Lewis only twelue years old, 
vader the tuition of the Queen the Lady 
Blanche his mother, ypon whom alſo lay the 
charge of. the goucrament of the kingdom. 
The Queen was very holy and courageous 
Princeſl : and defiring that her ſon ſhould lay 
the foundation of the greatnes and ſafety of 


| his kingdom in picty , and the holy fear of 


our Lord; the firſt thing that ſhe en 
was , to pet hima hol and —_ foe To 
Tutor , who ſhould inſtru@ him in] Sy 
= good __ And the holy 
ocil , and of a good diſpoſition will: 
followed the bu. coy counſels windy ! 
giuen him. And he was much helped herej h 
the conuerſation which he had withthe 5 | 
gious ofS. Dominick ands.F rancis,whonc, 
had a litle before ſent ifto the world to 1ev,; 
it, and who began to flouriſhin the kin os 
of France, and to draw after them the _ 
ot that Kingdom , with the moſt ſyeer od . 
and example of their life, But nothing ( the 
the grace of God) helped him more 10 n 
himielt trom all grieuous fin, then the 
which his holy mother continually te 
vato him, ſaying : Jon , I bad raths 
dead before mine eyes then defiled ith any mire 
tal fin , and in the diſfauor of God. Which 
words were ſo deeply engraued and (etledin 
his heart , that it is held for certain, thatin al 
his life he neucr committed 4 mortal fin, or 
grieuous offence again the ſouerain waieſty 
of God. Having attained the ape ofninetcen 
years, by the counſel of his mother and the 
Nobles of his kingdom , he took towife Mir. 
garct,daughter to the Count of Progince and 
bad by her four ſons , Lewis, Philip, Jok 
and Peter :; whom he taught by his wo and 
much more by his example the feat of God 
the contempt of the world, andthe knowledge 
ot themſelues , and to fly all mortal fin ,more 
then death itſelt. Vpon Fridays particularly 
he exhorted them to abſtain from delights 


keep 
words 
peated 
ſee thee 


| ſeing that vpon that day Chriſt ourSauiour 


had endured ſuch ſharp and bitter torments 
for our ſaluation. Admirable,rare, and excel- 
lent were all the vertues ofthis holy king, 
he exerciſed himſelf ſo worthily in everyone 
of them, as if he had had that alone, He wa 
moſt obedient tothe Queen his mother not 
only in the tire of his minority , but alloal 
the reſt ofhis life : in ſo much that a Satytica 
Poet of that age,in way ofderiſfion faidothi 
that hedarcd no to do any thing but whatlis 
mother commanded him. He was a man « 
reat abſtinence, He wore ordinarily nextto 
Fis skin a hair-ſbirt : and when he leftitsl, 
for that his Ghoſtly Father commanded hin 
ſo to do ( to whom he was very obedient)! 
was vpon condition , that he ſhould givethut 
day forty crowns to the poor, by the handd 
the ſame his Ghoſtly Father. He faſted all F 
days, and on thoſe of Aduent and Lenthedid 
eat nether fruit; nor fiſh, He was very hum 
ble, and very mercitul towards the poor. Vpon 
ſaturdays he ſhut vp certain poor people i 
4 ſecret place,and with his own hands waſhe 
their feet , and wiped and kiſſed them: 
afterwards waſhed alſo their bands ,and [ 


them every one an alms, And vpn 7 ya 
, 


ning Hy, 
chil, bein 61 | 


table bimſelf, he 


25» 
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yu thall haue don it onto me. And he added 


ies. ir Vigils, before he ſat down to 
wes an _=> to catto two — 
ople with his own bands : and cuery 

da pre pallace he gaue4 hundred and 
twenty their dinner. Whenlocucr he dined or 
ſupped, he had conſtantly three old poor men 
at his table , and he gaue them. to cat of the 
fame diſhes with which himſelf was ſerucd: 
and ſometimes , ſo great was his deuotion, 
that without loathing he would eat that which 
they left. Certain worldly wiſe men went 
about to diſwace him from doing thus, it ſee- 
ming to them that he too much abaſcd himſclf, 
and that that humble lownes did not ſuit well 
with the greatnes and Maieſty of his cltate, 
But che Saint anſwered , that in the poor he 
honored Chriſt our Lord : who bad aid: Mat: 
25. That which.you shall bawe don to one of theſe, 


morcouer that the poor bought heauen by 
patience in their ſufferings , and the rich by 
almes-deeds , and by imitating the poor , and 
looking vpon them as members of Iefus 
Chriſt. And although he embraced all the poor 
with his charity , and gaue alms to them all, 
yet eſpecially , and with greater liberality he 
gaue aims to religious perſons, who employed 
themſelues in propagating the glory of God, 
and in the help of fouls : judging that they. 
were more gratefull toGod ,and more due to 
fach poor , apd more profitable to the whole | 
Church, in whoſe ſervice Religious perſons 
employed themſelues. His apparrel was very | 
modeſt, and mean , and without curioſity, | 
eſpecially aſter hisreturn from his voyage bee 
yond the ſeas ; of which we ſhall ſpeak after- 
wards. He had 4 very tender loueand afte&ion | 
towards our Lord leſus Chriſt, entertaining 
himſelf and recreating bimſelt with him by 
praier, in which he was very trequent and 
very feruent : and with this dew and rain of 
heauen he watered the plants of all the vertues | 
of his ſoul , and they brought forth that abuns | 
dant and ſweet fruit, which is to be ſcenin 
his life, He had a fingular deuotion tothe Re- | 
licks of Saints , and honored them with great | 
induſtry and magnificence. He built a moſt 
ſumptuous Chappel in his Royal Pallace at 
Pars, in which he put our Sauiours crown of 
thorns, and a piece of the Holy Crofl, and the 
iron of the lance which opeancd the ſacred fide 
of our Lord , with other Relicks ſought out 
vith great diligence, and gotten with great 
expences , and euery year he kept I feaſt in 
their honor for three daies with a particular 
folemnity. He would not permitthat the figne 
of the hoy Croff ſhoukd be engrauen vpon 
the ground : and when vpon Good»Friday he 
vent to adore the crofl, he crept vpon his bare | 
knecs, with his hair diſordered; and with ſuch 
abundance of tears, that he mouecd to a holy 
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and deuotion as concerning the moſt Bleſſed 
Sacrament was ſingular. Once at Paris , as 4 
Prieſt was ſaying Maſl, a moſt beautifull litle 


flocking to ſee the miracle , the holy King 
would not go, ſ4ying, thathe did not ſtand'in 
nced ofthat miracle to belicue that Chriſt was 
in the Hoſteafter conſecration. When he was 
in the Church he would not permit any to 
ſpcak to him about any bufines , which was 
not preciſely neceſſary ; and then in very few 
words only , for fearof interrupting his tears 
and deuotion. His loue towards his ncigh- 
bours was very great, which from his loue of 
God as trom its tountain , derived it ſelf even 
to his enemies: as was ſeen vpon a time, when 
one:Arfacidas king of the aflaſſinates #-nt cer- 
tain traytors, to kill him, The Saint bein 
aducrtiſed hereof by the ſame who had 
ſeat them ( for that afterwards conſiderin 
what a great wickednes it ſhould be to kill ſo 
greatand holy a king, he repented himſelf of 
it) cauſcd them to be ſought for,and to be 
apprehended : and after he had ſhed many 
tears with them , he let them go free, and ſent 
them with rich preſents to the king who had 
plotted the treaſon : although for the future 
he encreaſcd the number of his guard , for the 
lafety of his perſon. Theſe were the vertues 
ofS. Lewis as he was a private perſon although 
they arc more to be admired and eſteemed, 
conſidering the greatnes of his perſon, and his 
royal dignity. There wanted not ſore, who 
looking vpon him with cycs offleſh, held him 
tor aſimple-man;and one that vnderſtood not 
what it was to be king : but they did not ef- 
cape the Chaſtiſement of heaven, for that our 
Lord would make jt appear, how pleaſing that 
modeſty , deuotion, and humility was vato 
him. For the Duke of Guelders having ſent a 
meſſenger with lettersto Paris, when he retur- 
ncd , he asked him, if he/bad ſeen the king of 
France ? And the man inderifion of $. Lewis 
turning his neck aſide, and ſaying :Ihaue ſeen 
that hypocritical and -miſcrable king , who 
weares his hood vpon his ſholders : inſtantly 
at that yery moment, hisface was turned awry, 
and ſo.it remained all his life, in puniſhment of 
his gibing and mockery. 

But what ſhall I fay of his other vertnes, 
which he had as a Great and Chriſtiau King, 
which were notlefl admirable and heroical?He 
wag very zcalous tor the Catholick Faith, and 
did and iutfered much, bothto defend it againſt 
Hereticks , and alſo to propagate it amongſt 
Infidels. And by his merits, and the good cn+ 
deauours and courage of his holy mather,two 
years before he began to raign , Chriſt our 
Lord extirpated the hereſy of the «Albigenſes 
out of the whole Kingdom of France,which 
had ſo infeſted it, and fo largely cxtended it 


compunCtion all that were preſent, His faith ' 


(elf: and compelled Raymundus ,the count of 
Tholoule, 
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child appeared in the Hoſte,and allthe ptople 6 vs 7, 


 » 


Tholouſe who befote had favored it, to recal | 


- himſelf, and to defend the Cathohick faith, 


and to make very feuere laws againſt the Hee 
rcttks in his dominions : wiiich are to be 
ſeen in the writers of the Hiſtory of France. 
Saint Lewis puniſhed very ſeuerely any one 
who violated the Catholick Faith : and when 
the Inquiſitors came to bim to treat about any 
buſines concerning their office, inſtantly he 
laid aſide all other buſineſſes, to attend to that 
and to give audience to thoſe who came to 
treat with him. The mark and aim of his go- 
vernment was to hinder vice, and to root out 
of the commonwealth, ſcandals and offences 
of God. He made a law that Blaſphemers, and 
perjured perſons ſhould be marked with a hot 


iron, and cauterized as flauez. Now 2 very no- 


ble and rich man of the.city of Paris having 
blaſphemed, the king was importuned by ma- 
ny to change the penalty of the law,into ſome 
other more mild puniſhment, the king would 
by no means hear of it, but commanded the 
law to be executed without any remiflion. 
And vnderſtanding that ſome did mura:ur 
hereat,and thought it tooſeuere, he ſaid: 7 do 
aſiureyou , F sbould be very Well content to baue 
my own lips ſeared , if hereby T could take ary 
out of my kingdom the abuſe of ſwearing, Ia the 
adminiſtration of juſtice he was rather ſeuere, 
then mild : he commanded all his officers to 
executc iuſtice inuviolably, without acception 
of perſons. And they knowing that he was 
enlightened from heaven , and ſingularly fa- 
uored and cheriſhed by almighty God, they 
bore a great reſpe& vato bis commands ,and 
yere very vigilant to fulfil and obey them. 
And becauſe he feared that the caufes of the 


,poor , and of miſcrablc people, where there 


Was no gain, would not be bandled fo care» 


fully as he defized,himſelt twice a week heard, 


and examined them,and diſpatched them with 
iuſtice, andclemency. He perſecuted viurers, 
as plaguesand deitroyers of the commonye- 


alth : and would not permit , that thoſe that | 


had taken vp monies at vle , ſhould be con- 
ſraincd to pay the intereſt, He endeauoured 
what he could, to make an agreement be- 
tween parties that were at odds, to the end that 
there might be peace and amity amongſt all, 
and fewer Law-ſuits and contentions : the 
holy king ſhewing himſelf in all things 4 lo- 
virg tather to his ſubic&s, and 2 vigilant and 
caicfull paſtor of his flock, F 
But becauſe in fo great and powerfull a 
kingdom, there wanted not yaquict , rebel- 
1,0. , and twibulent perſons, he alſo made 
vic of leverity,and correftis , toreftrain them, 
and kecp them fubie@ : viing that courage, 
which kings ought to vſe in hke occafions tor 
the good of their kingdoms. In ſo much that 
when 2 principal Lord, his ſubic@ , Hugh, 
Count ot March, refuſed to obey his com-- 
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| mands, and and miſlead by the Countef bi 
wife ( a vain and proud wotnan ) had taken 


vp armes apainſt his king , and gotten ax ey 


my of the king of England in his faucr : Saint A v. 
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armecs , and fo humbled him, that the Count 
and his wife caſt themſelves at his feer askin 
him pardon with many tears : and he pardo. 
ned them , and reſtored them the lands he had 
taken from them, and commanded wany pen. 
tlemen, ſeruants of the Count, whom he had 
priſoners,to be fctat liberty : Joynirg the au- 
thority of a King , and valour of a wile and 
Ccouragious captain,in chaſtizing rebels, with 
the gentlenes of a father , and Jouing Locd,in 
pardoning thoſe that were ſubdued, and ih. 
mitted themſelues. 'The holy king ſhewedthe 
ſame valor in the warrs which he vndertock 
againſt the Infidels and Barbarians, in defence 
ot our holy Religion. For having been very 
fick, and taken with ſuch an extaly,that many 
thought he was now dead , he cameto himlelf 
apain , and inſtantly asked for a crofl ; which 
at that time by order of the Pope was prez 
ched throughout all Chriſtendom in order to 
the Conqueſt of the Holy Land, Thewhich 
crofl he recciued with great deuotion , and 
wore it ypou hisclothes: and out ofthedefire 
which he had to do our Lord ſomeſeryice, 
and to mone by his example other Princesand 
kings, he gathereda great and glorious army, 
And after many proceſſions and praicrs had 
been made ouer all France , to beſcech our 
Lord, that he would favor the pious intenti- 
ons of the king , and giue good fuccell to 
that voyage , which he took for his ſeruice: 
leauing the government of the kingdom to 
acen Blanch his mother , and to Duke 
Altonſus his brother , who was to aid and 
aſſt the Queen , he embarked with all his 
men vpon the five and twentith of Auguſt, 
carrying in his company Otho , Biſhop ol 
Freſcati, Legat Apoſtolical, and histwobry 
thers, Robert Count of Aitois, and Charles 
Count of Avjou , and many Biſhops , and 
Lords, and Nobles of his kingdom: whoa 
went with greatcourage and alacrity, forthat 
it was Gods cauſe , and they had for Captain 
and detender of it fo holy and powertulla 
king: and for that God himſelf had ſignifed 
by certain figns from heauen , that it wasNit 
will that entcrprize ſhould be vndertaken, 
and that he would fauor it. For in the Bilbo 
prick of Cullen , jn A town called Bedonfiil 
um, whilſt one was preaching the Croyl 
vpon Friday before Pentecoſt there were ſeen 
three great Crofles in the air. Andinanol 
town of Frizeland, and in another intheDi® 
cefl of Vtrecht, there appeared other Crolles, 
and wonderful figns: which the peopletook 
for pledges of che diuin will and of the happy 


| ſucceſl of the voyage, Although (the counkes 


-\ God being as ſecret as they arc iuſt) men 
oo gre The holy king having had a 


Tl proſperous wind , be. arrived at the kingdom 


 \ 
Vh! 


6 I Cyprus vpon the tweatith of September, 


pots on the Eue of Saint Mathew ,and was recciued 


-horeat ioy and gladnes, by the king , and 
—_ yo Nobles of that kingdom; who 
took the croll of that holy war. The gteat 
Cam King of Tartary, and the king of Arme- 
nia, ſent their ambaſſadorsto him , and made a 
peace and confederation with him ; and the 
Prince of Achaia , and the Duke ot Burgundy, 
having joined their armys with that of Saint 
Lewis, they all by common conſent departed 
from the lland of Cyprus for Egypt;and they 
came to the city of Damiata, which 'was very 
rong , and full of many and very choice fol- 
diers ofthe encmy»who frighted by the powet 
of God , fled away out of it onenight ,and 
thatit might not come into: the hands of the 
Chriſtians, ſet fire vato it in many parts, They 
entred thegcity and found nothing 1a ic but 
dead bodies. They quenched the fire , purified 
\Turkiſh Temple , and confſecratedit into a 
Church for the Apoſtolical legat , vnder the 
title of our Lady ; and 4 ſolemn proceſſion 
was made for the conſecration of it, The holy 
king, and the Popes Legat, and the Patriarch 
ctleruſalem, and the other Biſhops and Pre- 
lates entred into it barefoot , and for their 
example almoſt all the reſt of the army, Aﬀtere 
yards they fought twice with the Mores, and 
ootthe vidtory of them, with a great flaughtet 
ofthoſe Barbarians, and with the ſpoyl of the 
much ammunition and prouiftion tor war 
which they had, Butas they were 1h this great 
proſperity , and were ſayling on with ſo fair 
and fauorable 'winds , God almighty ſent a 

terribleſtorm , and ſuch i furious ftickaes, that 
oftwo aid thicty thoutfand ſoldiers that they 
yere, there ſearcely remained fix thouſand; & 
thoſe for warit of prouiſions ſo weakened that 
the holy King was forced to deliver vp the 
city ofDamiata to theMores vpon conditions, 
andto pay them the dammages they had ſuſtai - 
ned in the war, and to make a truce with 
them for ten years, Saint Lewis fulfilled all on 
bis part, but the Mores broke their word,and 
killed their own Soldan,and many Chriſtians 
becauſe they would not deny their faith: and 
t was a wonder , being they could baue Jon 
iſo ealily, that they did not kill the king him- 
kifand all the reſt, But our Lord, who by this 
ſcourge would chaſtize Chriſtendom ,and tr 

adrefine Saint Lewis as gold in the furnace, 
preſerved him to make him more glorious by 


that aductfity , then he ſhould haue becn by 
Moſperouſly conquering, and deſtroying the 
Mojes, For having ſent A great part of his 
«1 mto France, he ſtayed fiue years in Syria : 
wr was he 1dle., for by bis example, and great 


ity he converted 2 great company of Mo» 
Tom, 2, 
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Chriſtian captives , fortified many citys and 
Caſlels which they held : 'enterred with his 


ans, which lay in the ficlds,not regarding the 
putrefation and ill ſent which was much,and 
very great, In ſuch ſorte that being overcome 
by the Mores , he remained viftor of himſelf, 
and of that which they call fortune : and by 
another more glorious vitoty triumphed ouct 
the world , and was more beneficiall both to 
the faithfull and Infidels, then if he bad ſub- 
ducd them, For he being ſubie& vnto God, he 
did not complain , nor wonder that he had 
not fauored his jatentions; not mutajured at 
his hidden judgements, but ſub:nitting himſelf 
inall things to his moſt juſt will,he confeſſed, 
that he well deſerned that chaſtiſement. for 
his fins. Whilſt he was thusemployed in theſe 
holy works, he was advertiſed , that Queen 


| Blanch his moth:zr was dead , ad that it was 


conucnient that he ſhould immediately return 
into his kingdom of France: and he did 'fo , 
imbarking in 4 ſhip ; which although it 
ran great danger of being ſplit, yet by the 
praier of the holy king 'it eſcaped /and came 
fafc' and entire into the haven, It is not 
ealy to be belicued what joy it cauſedip. all 
Chriſtendom, '& particulatly in the kingdom 
of France to ſechim there apairt, now-free 
from all thoſe Jangers and perils he had paſ- 
ſed through in that yoyage, atid the rejoycing 
with which he was received; and the conc I, 
of people which came to ſee him, and to wiſh 
him joy ofhis return. He retutned more ferug- 
rous then he went, and with more lively and 
inflamed deſites of employing himſelf wholly 
in the ſeruice of our Lord: and he began im» 
mediately to ſhew it in his works, He. built 
raany hoſpitals, for the reception and ſuſten» . 
tation of the poor : to whom himſelf divers 
times gauc to cat ypon his knees, He founded 
many monaſteties of Religious perſons, and 
endowed them with very good rents, elpeci- 
ally he gave preatalms to the Fathers of Saint 
Dominick and Saint Francis (to whom he was 
much deuoted ) and buile them many houſes 
andChurches. And by his authority he checked 
thoſe who perſecuted their orders, as new Re» 
ligions : and commanded to be put in execu« 
tion what Popes had decrecd in their fauor, 
and puniſhed the contumaciousand- obſtinute. 
He greatly fauored lcarned men', and thoſe 
who excelled im any ſcience , but cſpecially 
Divines ; and amhong(t others Robert Sorbon, 
who founded in Paris 7 famous Colledge for 
Divinity , which to this day (taking its name 
from its founder is called the Sorbon- Col- 
ledge, Having ilien fpent his life in holy exerci- 
fes, complying entircly withthe duty and dig- 
nity ofa king , and his Kingdom being in 4 


very flouriſhrog condition, news was brought 
Gyg hin 


res to the Catholick faith : ratſomed many . 


own hands many bodies of the dead Chiiſti- g yg 7, 


659 


+» himoftbe great miſerys, that the few Chriſti- 


25. 
Av- 
GVST. 


* March, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 
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ans , which he had leſt in Syriaſuffered: and 
that thoſe. boly places , which Chiiſt our Re- 
deemer had watered and conſecrated with his 
precious blood, were tratppled on and propha- 
ned by the Barbarians and Infidels, to the 
great reproach ofthe name of Chriſt. «4nd his 
heart not enduring pot to do whatſocuer be 
could to free them from the power of ſo cruel 
and barbarous enemies : as jf his firſt voyage 
had ſucceeded very well and to his content, 
he reſolued to mikea ſecond, and toexpole 
bis own perſon, and his children, and his ſub- 
jeQs to rew ſufferings and dangers for the 
glory of God. To this purpoſe he aſſembled 
many of the great ones of his kingdom , and 
ofthe commonalty:and being ready to itabark 
with his thrce ſons, Philip, loho and Peter,and 
with the king of Navar,and other Lords, and 
Princes Eccleliaſticaland ſervlar, be called his 
ſons, and turning himſelfto the cldeſt , with a | 
cheerſull countenance, he ſweetly and louing- 
ly ſpcke vnto him , ſaying : Thou ſeeſt, my jon, 
that 1 being broken and old, andthe Yucen thy 
mother Yell in years, do leaut the kingdom wbich 
ty the mergy of God F poſſeſſ in peace, abounding 
With 1iches , bonors, and delights : andthat 1 am 
not detained fromſerning of God, q7 bis Church, 
eithty by the diſcomfort of thy mother , or by rhe 
the defire of eniczing that Which God bas giuen 
mes} ſoy this wnto thee , to the end that when 
after my death thou 1halt come. to be king , thow 
yhowldeft bauie no regartl of thy Wife , of thy chil- 
dren,or of any thing els Wwhatſoemer, ſo as for it #0 
ceaſe to empley thy bi the Jernice of Chriſt , its 
proteAling the Church , and defenging the Catbo- 
lick faith. Þ deſire to giue example to thee , and 
thy brothers, to the end , that When occafion sball 
be offered, Jou may 40 , as you bane ſeen me do, 
The holy king embarked vpon the firſt day of 


two hundred and ſeuenty at the port of Mar- 
ſeils , for the kingdom of Tunis, (for that the 
Mores who were there, were a great et tothe 
Chriftians who wentto to conquer the holy 
land)with an intention to make himfelimaſter 
of that firſt, and ſo take away that impediment, 
and then to paſl on further. The nauy being 
arrived at the port Tarina, an ancicnt port of 
Carthage,or thereabouts , the army went 3 
ſhore, and took a town of the Mores « and 
being here in great hopes of a moſt happy 
ſuccefl , by the ſecret judgement of God the 
army was mfc&cd with 4 ficknes, which 1aig- 
ned in that countrey , and had ſwept away 
many of the Mores. This plague ſo encreaſed, 
that not only the commonalty died of it, but: 
alſo the Nobility: and in 4 few daiesIoban the 
kings ſon,and the king himſclfcatched it, Who 
knowing that the licknes was mortall , was 
not troubled, or aff 'Qed at it,but with 4 ſweet, 


Lo1d,praifipg bimfor the mercy hehag(- 
= in — him cut of the | 
body : and often repeated that pa; 

toly Church: Gize vs grace , 0 rs " 
may centemn the preſperity of this yg1q Ne. 
not [ear its aduerſity. And praying for the o 
ple be brought with him, be ſaid; 9 ge 


Priſon of his 4; 


tho the Jan ti:fier, and gard of thy peoply, When 


the acſt holy body ot Chriſt our Savicwr .. 
brcught him , for his Viaticombe ata 
received it with a fingular devotion ang rs 
rence, and abundance of tears. The P;; £ 
king him, if he lelieued that it yas the __. 
of God? He anſwered: I do noleſs beliey j; oy 
if T did ſee Chriſt in the (ame shafe in whichb 
aſcenden into heauen. Being in his agony þ 
looked vp to heauen , and faidthoſe work 
ofthe Pſalmiſt : Lord , 7 Will enter inty th 
hou(e ,ani f will adore thee in thy huly temple 
and Yill. praiſe thy name, and baving faig ibel 
words he gauc vp his ſoul to God, © Bleed 
man ! © king truly boly ; who kngw fo welt 
to ſubict Souerainity and Royal Maieſty;and 
to lay it at the feet ol the King of King ” 
Monarch ot heaven and earth | Neither didde 
light effeminate thee , nor honor mcke thee: 
proud, nor couetoulnes deceiue thee,nor preſ, 
petity puff thee vp , noraduetfity deiedt thee 
nor any varicty of fortun ſo change thee, that 
thou waſt not alwaies attchftiue and obedient 
tothe will of God : who by the life and death 
of this king , and bis great ſeruant , would 
teach vs the great powerand force hisgrace 
bas,to ouercom the ſenſualitys of the felt 
deceits of the world , and all the frighful 
aflaylts of the.diuel,with which we are attack 
ed : and that we ought to put our ſelves into 
his blefled bands, and to ſubmit our Judgement 
vnto his, when things ſucceed notaccording 
toour liking, and it ſeemes to vsthatthey go 
amifl, and that God abandons his cauſe, Saint 
Lewis gained more by the loff of his army 
and liberty , in his firſt, and this his ſecond 
voyape,then if he bad conquered the whole 
world,and bad returned in triuwphintoFrns 
ce : for by this ioff, he gained heaven, and 
manifeſted the excellent vertues, ofFaith, d 
Hope ,of the loue of God , ofpatience, ofſos 
titude , and Chriſtian conſtancy. He lea 
example to all kings , of the manner hoy 
they ought to ſerue our Lord : by whowle 
was honored with wany and great mi 
and obtained the crown of eternal glory:a0l 
his memory here vpon earth does live 
ſhall alwaics liue , and be reuerenecdbytie 
whole Catholick Church, as long as1t 
endure, that is,to the end of the world, Byth: 
dcath of S. Lewis the Chriſtians of bis4m 
were diſmayed, andthe Infidels & Barba 
took preat heart, and courage , deemilg 
they had the victory alreadyin their hands. but 


louiog, and filial heart, turned himſelf to our 


our Lord diſpoſed, that Chailes King h 


ed [ 


wy ij , fo daies after. his death F with 2 very flou- 
te aſh, riſking Army and joyning himſelf with that 
tr on}. army which was there , they gaue their enc- 
mn} W$'" mics enough to do, and ſopreſſed them, that 
©0« albough they were fax more then the Chriſti. 
mW 1ns, they durſt neuer fight a ſer batle wich 
ben them :and in certain skirmiſhes which they 
Was tad, the barbarians were conſtantly worſted, 
2nd 4nd the cod of the war was, that being en- 
we. aironed by ours they were forced to ask peace, 
Lan which was granted them, vpon condition that 
lan they ſhould give liberty to the Chriſtians, 
then ybom they held captiue , and leave to the 
bhe eligious of Saint Francis , and S. Dominick , 
he and to all others ,to preach without let or 
ords moleſtation the Faith of Chriſt, in the whole 
oth kingdom of Tunis, and to baptize all that 
whle, hould be conuerted : and that the king of 
beſe Tunis ſhould pay to king Charles cuery year , 
elled the tribute of torty thouland Duckets. So that 
well we may ſay, that the holy king being dead 
;and overcame the Mores ,and that the army deſer- 
,and ned the yitory , and happy ſucceſſ which our | 
ddes Lodgaue it,for his ptaters.He died ypon the 
thee fre and twentith of Auguſt , in the year one | 
pref, thouſand two bundred and ſeventy. His body 
thee, yas carried into Sicily, and from thence into 
that France,and was buried in the famous Church 
dient of Saint Denys, which is the burying place of 
death the kings of France, neer to Paris. God al-+ 
ould mighty made him famous by mapy and great | 
jp miracles (as we have faid) and Pope Boniface 
the Y the eighth canonizcd him, and puthimia the 
phfull number of the Saints. 
ttack- Methioks I ought not here to omit to ſet 
$ into down the admirable Inſtruftions , which this 
ement holy king gave to Philip his fon and heir at 
ding the hour- 61 his death : becauſe they contain 
xy go dodria ; which ſhewesthe heavenly ſpirit and 
« Saint xalofhim that gaue it; and may be profitable 
| arm toteach all kings ;, bow they ought to behaue 
ſecond themſelues jn_ the gouernment of their king» 
whole doms. Saint Lewis then being neer hisend, he 
OF1a0s wrote Lletter to his ſon, the fabſtance wheres | 
n, od of was this. «fy ſon, before all things F recom- 
ith,d WY  nend wnto thee , that thou loge God, for he that 
, ffos ues bim not , can not be ſaued, Keep thy ſelf 
leſt 8 from montall fin , altbough to auoid the commit- 
r 10V YY ling of it , thou sbowld}t ſuffer all the torments | 
how in the world. When croſſes bappen unto thee, bear 
races them coir agiou fly, 8nd think that bou baſs well | 
ry:a0d dſaved them:anid ſo they 5hall be wery gainfull 
vel BY vn thee. Andin roſperity giue thanks to our 
te <a eurenngt $ 
dby Loravith humility, and be not proud : lealt thou 
it ll Bl nate thyſelf worſe , by that %bich ought tomake 
Bythe thee better, Confeſſ thy fins often , and ſeek, out 
bis art] a'viſe Ghoſtly Father, that be may know bow to 
rbaria BY teach thee what thou art to follow , and what 
ing Ut Y they /art to fly: and treat with bim in ſuch a 
_ manner that be may bawe the boldnes to repre 
4 1 bend thee, and to make thee to underſtand the 
I 


" and brother to the Saint, came to Tunis 


Saint Levvis, King of France, Confeſlor, 


| grienouſnes of thy faults. Hear the dinin office 
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| 


dewoutly: gine no ear 10 fables , or light things : 
let not thy «yes Wander wp and don, but med:+ 


tate With thy heart , what thow aikeſt of God Ve 
after GVST3 


Wv:th thy mouth : and more eſpecially do.this 
conſecration in Holy eAMafs. Be pitifull and coure 
teons to the foor , and afflifitd; and fauor ther 
as mutch as thou canſt, If any thing trouble thy 
mind ,reueal it to thy Ghoſtly Father pr to ſome . 
other grane and diſcreet perſon, for by this folace 
thou thalt bear it more patiently. Take care that 
the perſons Whom thou admitteſt to thy familia» 
rity, whether Religions, or Seculars, be vertuons 
and of 4 good report : conuer/e villingly with ſuch, 
and fly the connerſation =—_ bad and wvitions, 
Hear —_ both Þ# hely ani privately - 
diſcourſes WEich are made of God by profitable 
reachers : endeauor with great deuotion to gain 
; rmad; and pardotts, andtoget the praiers 
of others. Loue all good and abbor all eail;Whe- 
reſoeuer thou art , let no bory dare to freak any 
thing in thy preſence, which may proucks another = 
to fin mortally, or to the preiudice of bis utigh- 
bors fame : nor do thom ener ſpeak ill of ariother 
With an intention to detraf} from bim, Do not 
permit any one in thy hearing to ders to bla(- 
pheme,or ſpeak, il] of Godor his Jaints:nar ſuffet 
one that sbould be faulty in this kjnd to paſs wn- 
puniched. Giye thanks to God wary often, for all 
the good things , which euey Jay thow receineſ 
from bis bountifull hand, that fo thou maiſt be. 
made worthy of new and greater bleſſings.Fa the 
gdmmiſfiration of iuſtice be vpright and ſeuere 
obſerning exatly the preſcript of the laws, with- 
out declining either to the right band or to the 
left : and bear patiently the complaints of the 
poor , untill the truth be manifeſted. If any one 
complain of thee ,or haue & controuer(y with thee, 
ſtand alvaies for him azainſ} thy ſelf, untill the 
truthbe certainly found out : for by this means, 
thy Counſellors will Yeith more confidence pro- 
nounce 4 inſt ſentence. If thou findeſt that thou 
poſieſſeſt any thing Ybich belongs to another , als 
though thou haſt recettied it from thy. Anceſters 
by way of inheritance , without delay reſtore it to 
the proper ovner, if the caſe be clear * and if it 
be doubtfull, appoint prudent men, with diligen« 
ce, and Yithout delay , to examin and clear it. 
About all things thou mu# endeauor to procure, 
that all thy ſubief7s enioy peace and inuſtice,efpe* 
cially the Religious and the Clergy ,Yho pray to 
God for thee and thy kingdom, To thy parents 
thou doeſt ow loue ,reuerence, andobldience. Do 
not giue Eccleſiaſtical benefices, but to thoſe Who 
are well worthy , and which baue none already, 
ant this with the counſel of wiſe men. Flake no 
var, and much leſs againſt Chrifians , without 
great cau(t , and aduice arid counſel : and if ne- 
cefſity force thee to it , let it be Withowr the dam- 
mage of the Church , and of thoſe Who Were wat 
in tault. If thou or thy ſubiefs be at variance or 
bane Yarvith any one , endeauor , a1 Hicb at js 
is 
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GVST. kingdom , but haue an eye ouer them , and wilt: 


KY Aint Zepherin , Pope and Martyr, 
| 0 ſon to Abundius was born at Rome, 


#2 thee, to compoſe the matter and to make peace, 
| Be wery carefull to whom thou committeſt the 
adminiſtration of inſtice , and do not coptent thy 
felf to haue choſen {or innges the beſt men of thy 


gently enquire bow they bevaue themſelues. Be 
a1Yaies-moſt denoted and obedient to the Roman 
Church:, and to the Pope, and hold him for thy 
\ ſpiritual father. Let the expences of thy bouſe be 
moderate , and according to reaſun. F admonisb 
thee, my (04: , and charge thee under oath that if 
it 5ball pleaſe God to.take me out of this life be- 
fore thee , that thow take care that througbout 
all the kingdom of France ,praters be ſaid, ond 
Jacrifices of «Maſſ be offered vp for my ſoul. Fis 
nally all that 4 good and loning father can Wisb 
to bis ſon ,} Wish to thee , and beſeech God to 
gine it thee, The mo# boly Trinity defend the? 
from. all-enil , and giue thee grate alWvaies to do 


wel; and to fulfill bis villin all things , that ſo | 


he may be. honoved by thee, and ve after this life 
may ſee, contemplate , nnd praiſe him in bappines 
for-euer ond euer. Amen. Theſe arc the docu- 
ments which Saint Lewis King of France gaue 
his ſon , which if they were 1nuiolately obſer-. 
ued by kings and Princes , there would be 
nothing.more to be askedor deſired of them, 
The lite of Saint Lewis is written by Godfrey, 
ofthe order of $. Dominik, his Ghoftly Father, 
and by Iohn Lord of lainuille,who ſerued and 
accompanicd him two and twenty years, and 
by. other writers of the Hiſtory of France: the 
Roman Martyrologe alſo makes mention of 
Saint Lewis vpon the five and twentith of 
Avgult, Bee 
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THE*LIFE OF SAINT 
Zephyrin Pope and Martyr. 


and ſucceeded in the Chair of Saint 
Peter, S. Viftor, allo Pope and Mar- 
tyr. He was 4 holy man , and of a good lite, 
and very worthy of that holy ſeat , and yery 
intent to all things which concerned his Pa- 
pall office: as wellin convincing of Hereticks, 
and rooting out the bad cockle, which the 
enemy had ſowen in the Church , as inthe 
worſhip and reverence which is due to God, 
and holy Churches and in eſtabliſhing what- 
ſocuer might be prohtable for the increaſe,and 
ornament ofthe Church. Wherctore ſeing that 
in thoſe daies by rcaſon of the pourrty of the 


Saine Levvis, King of France, Confeſlor. 


| of wood in the moſt holy ſacrific 
ourPope Zephyrin wakes &- v5 rs - ary 
ſhould conſecrate in chalices of wood þ ay th, 
glaſl; altbough afterwards in proceſ aft wy V. 
It was reſolucd in diucrs Councils tat ng 671 
body ſhould celebrate in a chalice of ”; | 
by reaſon ot the daoger of its being bake 
but 'in one of gold , or filuer , or at ad 
tynn, He ordained alſo that all faithful] Chi 
itians ſhould communicate vpon the (; - 
day of Eaſter : and that no Biſhop "IE 
condemned but by the Biſhop of Rome « w 
his authority : and that when the Bilbop = 


THE LIFE OF SAINT AVGISTIN 


lebrated, his prjeſts ſhould be preſent. «<<. 
Euariſtus , Pope , had Es "pw 
the prieſts and Deacons ſhould be ordained 
publikely , in the preſence of many both of 
the Clergy and of the Laity ,to the eng that 
their innocency might -be manifeſt: and thar 
perſons ſhould be choſen for thofe offices who 
were learned, and of a blameles life : he ordai 
ned other things very holy and Very Profitae 
ble. «And having given Ofders four times in 
the month of December,and conſecrated thir- 
ecen Prieſts , and ſeaen Deacons,and hauing 
latin the Apoſtolical Chair eighteen years 
and as many daics, (although ſome give him 
tewer : but this is the moſt certain according 
to Euſebius and Baronius) he was maityrcd 
vport the fix and twentith of Auguſt in the 
year of our Lord two kundred tweaty one.jg 
the raipn of Antoninus Heliogabalus,Hiholy 
body was buried in his own burying place, 
which was ncer tothe Churchyard of Calix- 
tus, 
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Bishop and Dottor of the Church. - 
| x 
2+ HE life ofthe admirable Doc- 61 
{PN tor , and light of the Church, 


28 Saint Avguſtin , was writtcaby 
NY Poſſidonius Biſhop , who lived 


our {elues by his own writings, and by 


Church, they made vic of chalices and pattens | 


which other grauc authors write of _— 


j 2 Za with him forty years: and by thc h 
Saint himſelf in the book t his confeſſions, 7 
where beginning fromthe time that hewasin YI 
the womb ot his mother, he praiſes our Lord * 
and deſcribes his childhood, and recountes his " 
whcle life vatill the death of his bleſſed m0- yy 

| ther. Out of theſe two fountains princp®l la 
we will draw what we bauc to ſay concerning mY 
this glorious Dottor : and alſo we will help bs x 
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caint Auguſtin was born in a City of Africa, 
Tagaſte, in the year of our Lord three 
tuodred hitty fue vpon the thirtcenth of Nos 
ember, and in the ninercenth year of the 
Empire Of Conſtantius, Arbecion, and Lolian 
teingConſuls. His parents were noble, though 
not very rich. His tather Was called Patiick 

ind was a heathen, and his mother Monica, a 
Chriſtian , and ſo great a ſeruant of God, that 
by her praicts and tears, Patrick her husband 
yas baptized , and diedagood Chriſtian,and 
auguſtin her ſon was conuerted , and became 
; renowned ſeruant of God. As ſoon as Saint 
apuſtin was come out of his infancy in 
yhich he could not ſpeak,and began togrow, 
his parents bad a Care of his education, and 
{at him to {chool to learn , to the end that he 
night get amongſt men ( as bimſelfſaics ) ho- 


J «cc, and fals riches. He had a gteat wit,andan 


n excellent memory , but he was more encli- 
red torecreat himſelf, and toplay with other 
boys, then to write , or read, or apply himſell 
othe getring of learning with that diligence 
which be ought : and for this cauſe he was 
vhipped;and be had great ſenſe ofany correc- 
ion, When he was a boy , he was grieuouſly 
fited with 4 pain in his Romack, which took 
tio all on the ſudden , which ſo tormented 
lin,that he thought he ſhould dy : and asked 
Japtiſe, to the end that he might be freed 
fom his pain , by the ſauing water ot that 
holy Sacrament. But it plealed our Lord, that 
k& ſhould immediately return to himlelt, and 
keoin to be better: and vpon this his Baptiſm 
rsdifferred; bis mother thinking , that her 
kn, by reaſon of his bad inclination, would 
wan defile his ſoul : and that the inns which 
| ſhould commit after Baptiſm , would be 
note prieyous , and worthy of 2 greater pu- 
tibdment, They taught him both Latin , and 
bteck , as for Latin he was much dclighted 
with it, but he abhorred Greek, astbat which 
tuſ} coſt him great pains ; and labor.For the 
lificulty which there isin learniog 4 ſtrange 
kguage; was like gall , which diffuſed it ſelf 
tough the (weetnes which was found in 
Gieck tables and Rorys, And although they 
Ride Iu learn it with fear , threats,and pen- 
ances, awfull neceſſity and conſtraint had 
tho much torce , as free curioſity and the 
Which be took inthe Latin tongue: which 
learnt perfeRly firſt at Tagaſte, and aftcr 
12 city there by, called Madaura: and laſtly 
Carthage, the headcity of all that countrey, 
Vere the ſtudics of learning flouriſhed, There 
int Auguſtin learnt. Rhetorick, and became 
bexcellentinit , that he taught it with great 
iplauſein that city : he gaue himſelf allo to 
iter ſciences, and by himſelf, without any 
Mer maſter he ſo perfe&ly vaderſtood and 
Wprehended them, that he was able to teach! 
others, But by .how much the wit"of 
Tom, 2. 


| 


S, Auguſtin was the ; 
rable atthat age, by ſo much his bad jnclina+ 
tion, aud lively and fiery nature, did draw him 


Saint Auguſtin, Bichop and Do&or of the Church. 66: 


reater, arid more admy*' 


to the delights , and ſenſual guſt of 4 fooliſh 


and blind love : to which he was helpedon 
by certain fellowſhips, and familiaritys, which 
haue the name of frendſhip, but are indeed 
truce enmitys, and deceive the hart, which are 
wont co be amongſt yong ſtudents, and ſtir 
vpthe flames of concupilcence , which do (6 
burn in youth. He was as it where compaſſed 
about on all fides with the fice of diſhoneſt 
loues : notwithſtanding he did not loue , and 
yet deſired toeloue : and becauſe he was not 
abſolutcly abandoned, by 4 greater and more 
ſccretabandonment , he abhorred himſelf. He 
was plunged ouer head and cars in the aby(ſ 
of ſcnluality, (as he confeſſes of himſelf) but 
our Lord ofthis mercy did not caſt him off, but 
on the contrary tempered his delights , and 
mixed them with gall andaloes: 1n ſuch fort 
that whenhe was moſt jocund, he faw himſelf 
bound with certain troubleſom chains, and 
beaten as it were with rods of iron , by jealou-. 
(ys, luſpicions , fears , angers, avd quarrels. He 
permitted himſelf to be taken in the nets of 
filthy loues , enemys of all yertue : the fault 
where of he layes principally vpon himſelf, 
and next vpon bauing been idte ;and without 
the employment of ſtudy , ilitle time that he 
wasat home, exſpeing till thoſe thiflys were 
ptouided bim which were neceſſaty for bis 
going to Caithage. Nor did he lefl complaint 

fthe litle care that his father had to educate 

mi iri vertue, For being 4 Heathen and depri- 
ued of the light of our holy Religion, he had 
no other dehigne, but that his ſor! ſhould ſtudy, 
and by hisgreat wit get falſe riches, and dan- 
gerous honors, and leauc children behindhin 
to keep vp their family. Another occaſion 
his.mitortun was, (as he ſaics) bis frequenting 


of payes, and entertaining himſelf with the 
figh 


hts and repreſentations of the Theater ;ifx 
which he ſaw as ina glaſl his own milſcries: 
and by thoſe flames his fire was incredfed. But 
that which did him moſt hurt ; was the com» 
pany which he kept of certain wanton; 'atrd 
impudent youths, who were aſhamed not © 
beſo bad and diſhoneſt as others and gloried 
of the wickednes they had committed , and 
oftentimes of what they had not commutted;ts 
get anams in this kind. =: ag 

Where was 1( faies the Saint, ſpeaking to 
God) and bow far Was I banizhed from the dee 
lights of thy houſe at the fixteenth year of my 
age? When took, upon me to gowern my ſelf,and 
[ubiefed and yeelded wp my ſelf to my la(ctutons 
and mad appetite : for although men aſſemble 
the matter, and do not account ſuch pleaſnre for 
dishoneſt, yet it is probibited,8 Lord , by thy lavve 
His holy mother Monica wept,andendea 
to ſtop h 
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er ſon, and counſeld himto keep him- 
Hbh ſelf 
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ſelf from all women , eſpecially from thoſe 
who wete married. But ( as himſelf ſaies ) the 
counſels of his mother ſeemed vnto him to be 
the counſels of a woman , which he held a 
diſgrace to him to follow ; whereas indeed 
they were the counſels of out Lord, and when 
the mother ſpoke to h:1r ſon, God ſpoke by 
her, and in her hedeſpiſed God. And he addes, 
that his ignorance and blindnes was ſuch, 
that it permitted hirh to be caſt head long out 
of one vice into another, with ſo great ſhame» 
Icſnes , that he wasaſbamed not to be fo viti- 
ous as the others of his age, when he ſaw that 
they boaſted of thert imputitys , and the more 
foul they were, the mare they gloriedin them. 
J was (ſaics he) delighted in my wvickednes , not 
only for the pleaſure of the euih wor k bat alſo that 
1 might toaſt of it. What is Worthy of diſprai\e 
if vice be not ? «And 1, vithappy man , that I 
#1ght not be ciſpraiſed made my ſelf more vitious: 
and When 1 bad not don that euil , which others 
bad don , 01 was ſo (eretched as they, I feigned 
my ſelf to baue don it ; that they might not lefi 
eſtcem me , for Letng more innocent ,or deſpiſe me 
the more. for being mcre chaſt, With ſuch compa- 
nions, 6 Lord, F walked the ſtreets of Babylon, 
and rolled my ſelf in dirt and mire, as if it had 
been balm. or ſome pretious oyntment : and the 
inuifitle enemy, that be might dirty me the more, 
trampled upon me in the midle of it, and decerutd 
me, for hr 1 vas eaſy to be deceiued. Theſe ate 
the words of Saint Auguſtin. And becauſe 
when the willis corrupted, the ynderſtanding 
is caſily obſcured , and is ſo much more dan- 
gerous , by how much it is more delicate and 
exccllent, ifit be not reſtrained by humility, 
and enlightened with the truth : $. Auguſtin 
being intangledin Vices ,and inſnared in im- 
puritys and diſhoneſtys, it is no wonder that 
he ſhould fall into errors and follys , and that 
his great wit ſhould be obſcured with the 
darknes of the Manichean hereticks . Who 
were(as the ſame Saint ſaics)fooliſh and proud 
men , and in a great meaſure carhal and talka- 
tive : in whoſe mouth wete. well appointed 
ſnares of the diucl, and a gin made vp of the 
Syllables.ofthe name of God, and of our Lord 
Ju Ehriſt ,and of the holy Spirit our com- 
farter. 1 fell ( ſaies he) into the bands of that 
foolich and impudent Yoman ( ſignified by the 
myNical riddle of Salomon) who Jat at ber door, 
and ſaid: Eat gladly of bidden bread, and drink 
of ſweet ſflolne. water, This Woman deceiued me, 
becauſe she found me out of my ſelf , and that F 
awelt in the eyes of my flech , and ruminated 


| within my ſelf the ſame things , which by her 
.counſel 1 bad ſwallowed down. Ae had giuen 
 biuiſelf heretofore to read the holy ſcriptures, 
.and he. thought that they were not worthy to 


be compared withthe Maieſty and eloquence 


: of Cicero: for that(as himſelf writes) his pride 
_. cold not ſtoop to their humble ſtile, and his 


663 Saint Auguſtin, Bishop, and Door ofthe Churc, 


—————_— 


ſhort ſight could not reach the ſweet 
that was incloſedinthem : and w 


diuin ſanfuary , or bow his neck 
diſdained to be litle , and though 
be ſome great one. 

By the errors of the Manich bi 
Auguſtin had drunk in, were Jon hor 
ſorrows of his holy mother; and if befy Fe 
bewailed him, to ſce him light and vitio : h 
much tnore bewailed him aſterwards I? 
the ſaw bi deceived, and blinded wij" 
tooliſh pharlſys of thoſe hereticks, $he * d 
continually, and wept more for her "ys 
alive , then other mothers are wont» w mM 
for their children when they arc dead X 
our Lord did not deſpiſe the many tears which 
ran down from the eycs of Saint Monica =: 
watcred the eatth whereſoever (he praied 5 
being vawilling to live ith the ſame houſe O | 
eat at the ſame table with her ſon \( Tome 
his errors & follies difpleaſed her ) fer 
ſhe was changed by A viſion, with which o 
Lord comforted her , and aſſured her, that » 
fon ſhould not periſh , and ſhould come " 
hold the ſame faith, that ſhe held, Being nog 
animated and cheered vp with this hope, ſhe 
liucd and eat with him : but did not forthi 
give ouer Continually to importune cyr Log 
and weep for her fon : although he for the nine 
years following went on wallowing in the 
deep and filthy mirc of this fleſh, and darknes 
of his fals opinions, out of which he ofen 
attempted to raiſe hiaſclf, but fell more foulel 
back again, But he going on in theſe waies, 
our Lord did not forget hin, but gauchin 
certain occaſions , to the end that be wight 
rndeceiue himſelf, and know his error, One 
was, that there coming to Carthage certain 
Biſhop of the Manicheans, called Fauſtus, 
great Inare of the diue], by whoſe means many 
tell, inueigled by+his ſweet words. Saint Ay 
puſtin difcourſed with him, and foundthat he 


; was not fo learned, as the Manicheans cred 


him vp to be, and that he taught thatyhich 
he did not vnderſtand : and that he kney no 
other of the liberall arts , but only Grammar, 
and that by being exerciſed euery day in ſpe 
king, ke,had gotten a facility in ſpeaking wel 
and by this he deceiued thoſe who heardhin, 
And becaufe this Fauſtus was held fora vet 
learned man, and 4 maſter of all the Manid- 
ans , and Saint Auguſtin had found him o 
defe&ive in matter of learning, and ſo ignd- 
rant , diffiding of him, and the reſt of hismb 
ters, he began to loſe his affeRion to 
them,8& all the fludy which he had beretotor 
had to profit in their ſet. Whereupon Fabſus 
who had been 4 deadly ſnare to many ( with: 
out defiring, or knowing ofit) begantoſlue 
ken the gin , with which Saint Auguſtio v# 
hamper cd, i 
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He reſolued to leaue the Rhetorick Chair 


which bc had , and to go to Rome , not to 


3% : more ,nor to get more honor, but prin» 

ye BY ya rid himſelf of the company ot thoſe 
milde and debauched ſchollars , who ſtudied 
at Carthage. The good mother vnderſtood 
what her fon intended to do, and beſought 
him that be would notdo it , and bitterly la- 
mented his departure , and followed him to 
the Sea ſide. But he deceiued her,for ſhe being 
one niz;ht at 4 place neer the (caſhore, where 
was celebrated the memory of the blcſled Saint 
Cyprian , he went ſecretly from her , leauing 
her praying , and weepipg. Saint Auguſtin 
vent to Rome , and inſtantly he was viſited 
by God with corporall fickaes , which much 
Aided bim , but he was cured of it by the 
praicrs of his mother , who although ſhe was 
ableat from her ſon in body, yet she was not 
{o in ſpirit ,and by her continual praiers and 
tears witheld him from viterly _— himſelf, 
At Rome he lodged at the houſe of 3 Mani- 
chean ,aad there conuerſed with the Mani- 
cheans, but coldly , and not with the feruor 
he was wont heretofore. And having read a 
diſputation , which A Catholick , called Elpi- 
dis , bad held with them , he began todeſpiſe 
their ſe. He taught Rhetorick at Rome, and 
in a ſhort time the greatnes and acutenes of 
bs wit, his much learning , and extraotdinary 
eloquece was diuulged throughout the whole 
City: ia ſuch ſorte; that Symmachyus then Go- 
vernor of Rome , being written vnto from 
Milan, by the Emperors order, that he ſhould 
provide them. a maſter of Rhetorick, Symmas- 
chus made choice of S, Auguſtin, and ſent him 
to Milan well accommodated toteach Rhetos 
rick there : but God our Lotd carried him thi- 
therfor other and higher deligns. For at Milan 
he found S. 4mbroſe Biſhop , a famous man 
and well known through the whole world, 4 
piousand faitbfull ſeruant of God: who taught 
the people by his ſermons, and ſuſtained them 
with the bread of his do&rin : and won them 
vithan oyly ſweetnes , and inebriated them 
vith the ſtrong wine of the loue of God.To 
whom Saint Auguſtin himſelf ſpeaking, faies: 
 Thow broughteſt me to h1m, Without my knowing 
if bim, to the end that knowing bim , be might 
ring me to thee, S. Ambroſe receiued him with 
the loue of a father, and as Biſhop praiſed his 
journey. Saint Auguſtin began toloue him, in 
the beginning not asa Door of the truth, but 
8 2 courteous mans, who ſhewed him good 
aftetion. When he taught the people, Saint 
Aupuſtia heard himattcatiucly , but not with 
that intention that he ought , but as one that 
Out of a certain curioſity would make trial of 
his eloquence, and ſce whether he correſpon» 
Gd to that which was ſaid of him , Or Was 
greater or leſſer then his fame. He heeded not 
tte things which be ſaid , but deſpiſed them, 


and was attentiue only to his words , and was 


delighted with the ſweetnesof them: which 5g, 
(as the ſame Saint ſaies) were more learned þ {y. 
then thoſe of Fauſtus, although not ſo ſweet gy s 7, 


and pleafing asto the manner of ſpeaking.But 
with the words which Saint Auguſtin loued, 
did enter together into his ſoul the things 
which he contemned, and ca:ne clothed with 
them; for he could not ſeparate the ſenſe from 
the words. And he opening his heart to receiue 
the ſweetnes and elegancy of the words, toge- 
ther with them ie enter alſo the truth , al- 
thoughby litle and litle. W hereupon he was 
perſwaded, that what the Catholick Faith 
taught, might bedetended: and that it was not 
oucrcome by its enemies , nor yet did it ſeem 
to ouercome them neither. And vpon this he 
came to leaye the Manichees, it ſeeming to 
him that divers philoſophers had ſpoken of 
things with more probability and certitude, 
then they had don ; and to put himſelf in a 
ſtate of indifferency, ſo that be was neither a 
Manichean, nor yet 4 Catholick Chriſtian. 
When Saint «Auguſtin was thus waueriog, 
gnd began to open hus eyes to ſce the truth, his 


' mother Saint Monica came to Milan to ſeek 


him , following him by ſea and by land, very 
ſecure in God amidit all her dangers,and very 
couragious by reaſon of her great piety, For 
the louc of a mother would not permit her to 
reſt , and the deſire ſhe had that her ſon ſhould 
be ſaucd, brought her to him tranſpierced with 
grief. And for this cauſe beſides the abundant 
tears , which ſhe continually ſhed, and the 
praicrs whichnight & day ſhe offered vp with 
great carneſtnes to our Lord, beſeeching him 
that he would make haſt to help andenlighten 
herſon, ſhe recommended him moſt affefiona« 
tely to S. Ambroſe, for that ſhe knew, that 
through his words he had come to that doubt- 
ing and perplexity in which he was , and 
hoped that by his means he was to obtain per« 
fect health. Salnt Auguſtin heard him preach 
every Sunday,and dilcours moſt admirably of 
the word of God. And was more & more con- 
firmed that thoſe knotty difficultys might be 
folued , which the enemies of truth , and true 
decciuers brought agaiaſt the ſacred books, 
and myſteries of our holy Religion. In' this 
manner, the miſts anderrors which obſcured 
the vaderſtanding of Auguſtin were ſcattered: 
but his affe&ion notwithſtanding was weak 
and wounded, and taken with diſhoneſt loue, 
For he hada concubin and by her a ſon, called 
Deodate, of a rare andexcellent wit : and was 
ſo blinde ,and ſo bound with the chains of 
love, that it ſeemed impoſſible to him to liuc 
without a woman. 12 ſuch 4 degree, that ha« 
ving an intention to marry , and hauing put 
away his firſt concubin,and ſhe being goa into 
Africa, whence ſhe came with him, he took 


| another ;igthe mean time whilſt ſbe that was 


to be 


= 
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to be his wife, were of ſufficient age to matry : 
to the end (as he fairs) that he might maintain 
in the ſame eſtate the malady of his ſou! , by a 
bad cuſtom, votill ſuch time as he was married. 
He was ſo rooted and grounded in this fals 
opinion,that although he admired S. Ambroſe, 
and held him for a fortunate and happy man, 
according to the world, for that he was hono- 
xcd by great perſonsand Princes, yet he could 
not vnderſtand , how he could live without 
3 woman :and this ſeemed vato him a very 
hard and gticuous thing, 

The force of a bad cuſtom was great , and 
the weaknes of S. Auguſtin was much, but the 
ſouerain Phyſitian was able to give ſtrength 
to the weak , and cure him , how deſperate 
ſoever his conditib might ſeem to be : although 
the beginning of bis cure was to be, (after the 
touch of the divine grace) to be willing to 
petmit himſelf to be cured, abt to defire to be 
cured:;To this purpoſe, it helped and animated 
him much, that he had conuerſed at Milan 
with a holy and vene:able monk called Sim- 
plician , whotn for his old age, and admirable 
yertues Saint Ambroſe loued,, and reſpeed as 
a ſpiritual tather. For Siwplician recounted to 
eAvguſtin the converſion to our faith of Vic- 
torinus , who had taught Rhetorick in Rome, 
and deſerned to have his ftatue ſet vp in 4 pub- 
lick place in Rome : and being now old,and 
very wellskilledin all ſciences , had left Pa- 
ganiſtn and turned his eyes and heart to our 
Lord : and by this example S. Auguſtin was in- 
flamed with a defire to imitate him. He was 


likewiſe moued by arclation which Potitian | 


an African gentleman ,of his own conntrey, 
had made him of the life of S. Antony Abbot, 
(of whom he had nevcr beard vntill that time) 
and how that two Gentlemen ſernants of the 
Emperor, reading of it in the city of Trevers, 
had renounced all the things of this world, and 
made thetaſelues Religious men , and giuen 


themſelues wholly to the ſeruice of God, With | 


this narration he was ſo ſtruck, that turning 
bimſelfto Alipios (who was bis moſt faithful] 
companion) with 4 troubled mind and conn- 
tenapce, he began to ſay vnto him exclaming: 
Whot is this that Ye endure? Yhat is it thou haſt 
beard ? The wnlearned riſe wp, and get beautn 
by force , ana've With our learning Wanting cour 
rage behola boy ve ſtill wallow in flech and blood. 
Are Ye ashamed to follow, becauſe they bane gon 
before ws, and ought We not rather to be achamed 
not at leaſt 10 follow them? Buttheſe touches 
and inſpirations of God were not ſufficient to 
looſe him , who was fo hard tyed, not with 
exterior cords, but with the hard chain of his 
own will : as the Saint himſelt ſales in theſe 
words : The enemy bad poſeſiion of my Will , and 
'of it bad made 2 chain for me, With which be 
bound me. For from & peruers Will proceeded 


lutt : and ty often yeelding to luſt 4 cuſtom Was | 
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got: and not oppoſing this cuſtom J became ſubieg 
to a certain kind of neceſſity : by Which 6; 4 wo, 
by certain links faſtened one Yithin Rr 
(whence T calledit 2 chain ) I vas kept Wo 
in 4 hard ſeruitude But the ney vill VEG bes By 
gan to be ih me , to ſerne theefor thy Jelf, andty 
entoy thee, o God, the only and certain ſheetne 
Yas mot yet Hrong enough to onerome that Vi 
mer Will corroborated ty 4 long continuance at. 
though , to ſpeak letter ,F Yas not (6 mullinii, 
ned to this , as J Yas ara%n to it for the m1 
part againſt my Yill. But that uftim wvhich 
througb my fault vas bred inine, bad mir; turce 
azainſk me , and IT Was come thither Willing 
Whether afterwards 1 Wrcbed that 1 had vue 
been come. But ſtill deaumg notvitlftantine 
and being tyed to earth, F refuſer to fulloy ty 
banner: and T jo feared to ſte ny ſelf freed (hug 
all impeiments, Which hindered me a 1 0w2bt 
to baue feared to be hintred by them, andji1 
was ſweetly preſſed vith the burden of this Wurld, 
as A man is Yont to be Yith ſleep : and the 
thoughts which } bad concerning thee , Yere lik 
the endeawuors of thoſe Who are aſleep, and ent 
to Wake themſelues, but ouercom by 2 profouud 
appetite of fleep , turn themſelues on the uhet 
fide, aud fall aſleep again.Hitherto Saint Aus 
guſtin, Who 1n another place deſcribes the 
conflid of his ſpirit with his fleſh, and the tavor 
of the grace of God, by which he overczmc 
it : which becauſe it is a thing ſointerior,and 
of ſuch importance , and which ordinarily 
bappens tothoſe who deſire to get out of the 
mire of their impuritics, in which they flick, 
but think it impoſſible by reaſon of theyr bad 
and inveterate euſtorn; although it be ſom» 
what long , I have thought fit to ſet it doyn 
here, Saint Avguſlin then ſaies : 4fter thi 
manner J Yas ſickin mind, of tormented, aus 
fing my ſelf more sharpely then 1 var wunted, (7 
rolling of turning my ſelf in my chain ,vnlillit 
should be quite broken , with 4litle pat Wine 
1 Yas mw held, but yet 1'\vas beld, 1/aid vithis 
my ſelf : behold let it nuty be don, letit my it 
don. «And Yhen nov 1 was ſaying that Iu 
do it, 1 did it ewen almoſt , and yet indeed | id 
it not.Neither yet did 1 ſlide backintomyforna 
cuſtoms , but I flood hard by and took breath, 
Another time I took courage , 7 got nt fins, 
dT in & manner cametoit, (7 touchedit, 
held it : but (uch Ya my Yeakner,that inreait, 
I zeitber came to it , nor touched it ,nor beldit, 
doubting to oy to death , and to lineto life: 
the ewil to Which I'\va3 acchſtlomed bad more poi! 
With me , then the good to Which Ivas mt och, 
And ly buw much nearer the point of time, il 
Which 1 Was to be bettered, did appromb, with 
muth the greater horror did it firike mege 6d 
not beat me baikYFards nor auert me but beld mt 
in ſuſpenſe. Trifles of trifles , and van)! 
wanitys, ancient lowes retained me, and peel 


me ly the rarment of my flech, whiſpered jea® 
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hall we neuer $e together for an eternt- 


Ayr. 1? Andfrom this moment shall it not be lavfull 
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Ft hem as afarr off , 2107 
them , but only the leſſer part\of me, and they did | parated himſclf from company, and caſt him- 


_w dd F now Wholly bear 


wt make Yar upon me , putting themſelues be- 
74 me , but coming as it Were bebind mie, and 
nllowing me , they took, botd of me, muttering 
ſomthing \ to the eadthbat T rhould turn my eyes 
bak , and look wpon them, NptYithſtanding 
they were (0 imporriene , that they detainen me, 
1 heing remiſs and ſlow in Shaking them off , and 
ſipping a\vay from them, and flying from thence 
&herher they called me : when aſtrong cuſtom ſaid 
unto me : What , doyou think to be able to line 
without the/e things ? Although 20 it ſaid this 
very faintly. For from that part , Whether 1 had 
\urned my face , and ty Which 1 vas afraid to 
paſſ, vas di(couered unto me the thaſt dignity of 
untinency , with 4 gracious countenance, amd 
d graue cheerfn Ines, which with 4 modeſt ſoeet- 
nes allwred me , confidently and Without fear to 
me vato ber , ſiretching forth her pious arms, 
full of whole troups of vertuous examples, to 
receive ine and embrace me. There Was an innu- 
merable multitude of boys oF girles muth youth, 
and of all ages , graue Widows , and old women 
that were virgins; and in them ill continency 
itſelf, was by no means 4 barren , but 2 fruitful 
mother of jayes, her children by thee, o Lord , her 
burhand. And the ſcoffed at me exborting me in 
d teriding manner , and ſaying : And canſt not 
ths do that Which thoſe and theſe of both ſexes 
un de? or dofÞ t how think, , that what thoſe and 
theſe can do , they can do it by their own proper 
forces , and not by the forces of theti God ? Theyr 
Lind God gaue me them. Why doſt thou land, 
det wot ſtand in thy ſgf? Caſs thy ſelf into 
bis armis , and do not fear; be Will not ſub/traf7 
limſelf, and let thee fall, Throw thyſelf upon bim 
(7 be ſecure , be Wiil receiue thee, {7 be vill beal 
thee, 4nd F vas wery much athamed of my ſelf; 
tecanſe f ſtill beard the murmuring woices of 
the toys, (7 bung int ſuſpenſe What to do. And 
the agaiis As it Were [aid wnto me : Be deaf to 
the yes of &hy filthy ſenſes , that they may be 
mortified. They propoſe wnto thee delights , but 
bit like thoſe Which are in the laly of the Lord 
th God. This combat in my heart was from my 
end againſt my ſelf. Theſe ate the words 
dthis moſt holy Dottor, to declare the con- 
lifts of his ſpirit with his fleſh, and the diffi- 
ulty which he had to giue himſelfvp vato 
God. In fine our Lord who had choſen him, 
tomake him 4 light of the Church, and maſter 
af the world, encouraged him , gaue him his 
,and plucked him vp out of that miry 
pullein which he was , after 4 new and diuin 
nanner, which the Saint himſclf relates : and 
kies,thatafter that by the ſtrong winds of his 


nkderation , the watcrs ofhis miſerics were 
Tom, 24 


hee to 40 this , and that for ever? T beard 


| ſtirred and troubled , and all together as .4 
mountain obje&ed themſelues to his mind, a * 

very great tempeſt was raiſed, with an abun” 

| dant rain of tears : and that he might better 


v 


Saint Auguſtin , Bishop, and Do&or of the Church. 666 


vnt0 me: Do y0u leane ws then ? And from this 
— 5, moment 5 
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powre themall out, and cry out alone , he fe. GVST» 


| ſelf vnder a figtree, and turning himſelf to our 
HoWv long , 0 Lord, Yvlt thou be angry ? Do not 


(c|fto be held by them! , and therefore lamen« 
tably cryed out & ſaid : How long ? to morro, 
to morrov? W by not now? Why not this wery hour 
an end of my filthines? He heard a voice, which 
with ſinging ſaid , and repeated again and a+ 
gains Take vp, andread ; Take vp, and read; 
He took vp the book, vnderſtanding that God 
had ſo commanded him; he opened it, read the 
firſt chapter which he fonnd, and in it thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle Saint Paul : Rom. 13. 


rings , and impulitys , not itt: contention and 
emulation , but be clothed With our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : andhaue not too much care of your flesb, 
nor doyou follovv its appetits, Wl6 he had read 
this ſcatence , 2 ray of light penetrated his 
mind, and all the daknes of his doubtings va« 
niſhed, and he was ſo changed, that he ſpeakes 
thus of himſelf : Thowo Lord , who art good and 
mercifull , didft look v pon the depth of my miſery 
and death. With thy poverfull right hand thou 
didſt make dean the moſt ſecret parts of my hart, 
emptying out of it that depth of corruption that 
Was in it : and this as , that I Would that 
Which thou Wwouldeſt not , and Would nt that 
Which thou Wouldeſt. But where then Ys niy free 
will /o long 4 time, and out of what deep and 
ſecret abyſs was it called in 4 moment , that F 
1hould ſubmit my neck, to thy ſweet yoke , and my 
shoulders to thy light burden ? 0 hoy ſveet was 
it tov wnto me to Want the ſWeetiies of the chile 
dich toys and vanitys , Wbich beld me captine : 


"now it pleaſed me as much to leaue them, as be= 
fore T'\vas afraid to loſe them, For that thos, who . 


art the true and ſupreme (weetnes didſt caſt them 
out of me: thou cafeiſt them out, and didſt enter 
in their place: thou who art more ſeet then «lh 
delights , although not to flesh andblood: andart 
more clear then all light , and more interior then 
that Which is moſt invard wnto vs , and more 
high then all honor : but not to thoſe Who are 


| great in their ovon eyes. NoW 1 found my ſelf free 


from the biting cares of riches and honor, and of 


ſatisfying my carnality : and T delighted my ſelf 


im thee ,o Lord my God , Who art my glory, my 
riches , and my ſaluation: Hitherto out of Saint 
Auguſtin. 

But perhaps fome body will ask , why I 
writing the vertuesand examples ofthe Saints, 
haue here written ihe vices and errors, with 
which S. Auguſtin was tainted ia his youth, 


the which we atc notto imitate, but toabhorr 
Lit 


Lord, be faid : «And thow 0 Lord, how lonz? 


remember our old finns. For he perceiued himse. 


Not infeaſting {7* drunkennes , not in Chambe- - 
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and deteſt ? Ianſwer thatI have done it cheifly | youth ; giving to himſelf confuſion, to G 


m— jo imitate Saint Avgtſtin himſelf, who in the | glory , and to vs the®example of protoung © 
| 28. book of his confeſſions deſcribes his life , and | humility : which is the vertue to which on o 
A v- paints out his vitious manners and cuſtows, Auguſtin giues the firſt place, ſo ——_— 
GVST, and bewayling them ackes our Lord pardon ol | it, as it there were no other Vertue but i Gy 


them , and ſayes, that that bouk ot his conleſ- 
fions both when he made it, and alſo when he 
read it , helped him much to excite his vader: 
ſanding and affetion to praiſe God, And alſo 
for that it is 2 great hopar and glory to our 
Lord, to have cured , as a moſt wile phyſitian, 
ſo deſperate i ſick wan ,as was S, Avguitin, 
and to have given bim perfc ſpiritual health; 
andto mak a man fodeluded and loſt, alight 
of the truth , and 4 Door and guide of thoſe. 
who go aſtray. It is good to know the miſeries 
of men, becauſe they illuſtrate the mercies of 
God in remedying of them. Thoſe preachers 
are out, who whenthey would prais the Saints, 
are very carctull not to diſcover the frailtys 
and faults which they committed before they 
were Saints : for going about to honor them, 
they in;pair the honor of him who made ther 
Saints ; and diminiſhing their ficknes, they 
take away all glory from the Phyfitian who 
cured them; For this cauſe the Apoſtle Saint 
Paul with full mouth ſaies of himſelf, that he 
was a blaſphemer , and a petrſccutor of the 
Church , aid did not deſerve to be called an 
Apoltle , that by this means he might more 
exalt and mapnity the immenſe bounty ofGod, 
And theGhoſpel repreſents ynto vsS. Matthew 
a publican , Saint Mary Magdalen 4 finfull 
woman ; the Apoſttes and diſciples of our 


. Lord, before they were confirmed in grace, 


ignorant , and fearfull :and the very Prince of 
the Apoſtles S. Peter, ſometimes too confident, 
otherwhiles too timorous , and denying his 
very Lord & Maſtcr in the midſt ofthis Paſſion. 
And the holy Church celebrates feaſt of the 
Conuerſon cf Saint Paul, and of that ofSaint 
Auguſtin , and of no other Saint :to declare 
ynto vs the ſignal fauor which God our Lord 


* did his Church in conuerting of them, and 


giving them for examples, and Maſters of all 
Sanity. Beſides that it is an excellent aduer- 
tiſment to parents, that defire to educate their 
children well,to know by the example of Saint 
Auguſtin , the occaſions which are wont to 
ruin them in their youth : and it isof great 
comfort to ſinners to vnderſtand , that the 
difficultys which they feel in reſtraining them 

ſclues ,and in overcoming the bad cuſtom of 
their vices, others alſo haue felt , and by the 
grace of God haue fo perfely onercomhe 
them , that they came to abhorr that which 
before they loued , and to loue what be. 


fore they abhorred : and to be as Great| troc 
' lan with his mother,and certain of his friend, 


Saints, as was Saint Auguſtin, And it is agreat 
procf and argument that he was a Saint, ſo 
plainly and clcarly to confeſl and publiſh his 
ſions, and the iniquitys, and iwputitys of his 


But let vs refutye the threed of onr narration: 
and ſay that which remains concernir h | 
life of this moſt wiſe DoRor, and of be y 
mirable excellencys, praiſes and Vertues, Fr 
Saint Auguſtin then being now thus cha 
ged , he rclolued to be baptized , ang blo, 
lutely to ſubmit his neck to the [weet yoke of 
our Loid.He treated,about it with$, qmbro(s: 
the day ot his Baptiſm was aſſigned (which was 
Holy Saturday or Eaſter Eve, in the yearof* 
our Lordthree hundred eighty cight) not in 
the thirtith (as ſome fay ) but inthe thir 
fourth year of his age : as Cardinal Pies, 
proucs in the ſecond edition of his annotz. 
tions vpon the Martyrologe, retrafting that 
which he had ſaid in the firſt, Although the 
Breviary reformed by the command of his 
Holinci Clement the cighth, faiesthathe was 
three and thirty years old, when he was bapti. 
zcd : and this ſeemes to be the moſt certain jor 
it Saint «Auguſtin was born in the year of ou 
Lord thice hundred and fiſty fiue , and ws 
baptized in three hundredeighty eight he was 
thep but three and thirty yearsold, S.Ambrole 
baptized him with his own hand, andtogether 
with hia his friends Euodius, Alipivs, and 
Deodate his ſon , Nebridius, Poncian, Simpli 
cius , Fauſtinus , Condonus, Valerian, Iuſtug, 
and PaNinus. It is recounted that in that fo 
ſolemn Aion, Saint Ambroſe ſaid with 2loud 
voice, Te Deum laudamus ; and that Saint 
Auguſtin anſwered, Te Dominumconfitemar: 
and that ſo they carried on that Hymn vntill 
they had ended it; wich the CatholickChurch 
makes vſe of, to giue thanks toourLord, for 
any ſignal benefit which ſhe reccivesot him.lt 
is not caly to belieuc,what joy the holyPtelate 
Saint Ambroſe, and bleſſed Simplician took,to 
ſee Auguſtin conuerted, and of a great enemy 
of the Church , changed into 4 ſtout ſoldier 
and valiant Captain ot our Lord. All the Gi» 
tholicks rejoycedat it , and muctimore allthe 
Angels of heaven, But who can explicatethc 
jubilee and gladnes ot his holy motherMonica, 
when ſhe ſaw the ſon of her ſorrow, andeflo 
many tears , in the boſom of the Catholi 
Church, chaſt, humble, deuout;and of i feree 
Lion , become a meck lamb ? what teals 
joy did ſhe powre out, who had ſhedſo may 
of grief and ſorrow? what thanks did ſhegjve 
our Lord , for that he had ſo heard her , at 
2iucn her morethen what ſhe askedanddct- 
red.after this S. Auguſtin departed from Mir 


taking the beneciftion of Saint Ambioſcto 
return into Africa, He paſſed by Rome, 


being at Oſtia ready to emba1k, Saint _ 
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there ( as we haue faid in her lite) and 
ther he bad buried his holy mother, he took 
| ſkip , and went to Carthage, and from thence 
F - to his 0WN countrey : where accompanied 
by Alipius , and Euodius , he retired himſelf, 
nt began to lead that life » which they had 
orced vpon in Italy. Laying atide then all 
worldly cares , they retired themſelucs to 
countrey-bouſe , where they exctCiſed them- 
ſclyes in faſting , pennance , and praier, and 
employed themſelues day and night in micdi- 
ating VPON the law of God : and the things 
which God taught Saint Auguliin in bis prater 
and meditation , he taught thoſe which were 
preſent by his words , and thoſe which were 
abſen»by the books which he wrote. | 
Heſpent three years in this manner of lite, 
and there his fon Deodate died being about 
ſxtecn years old. The lite of Saint Auguſtin 
jn that retirement was ſuch and his doftrin 
(oceleſtia!,that preſently it was made publick, 
1nd his fame was ſpread throughout all Africa: 
and he was in this corner , with a defire not 
to be krown of any one but God, He flyed 
much all dignitys and greatnes, and for this 
cauſe ſuch citys as were widowed,and with- 
out a Paſtor , for that their Biſhops were dead: 
karing leaſt the people moued more by the 
fame that went of him , then by what he was 
indeed , ſhould ask him for their Biſhop or 
Prieſt, But our Lord who exalts the humble, 
ad manifeſts thoſe wo hide them(elues for his 
loue;and had a mind to ſet vpon the candle- 
kick of his Church the Taper that was lighted, 
offered him an occaſion to come out of his re- 
tirement,& to make bimſe!f Prieſt and Biſhop. 
There was in tha city of Hippo, which isnow 
called Bona ,a Gentleman of prime account, 
adfcating God, who deſired to ſee Saint Au» 
guſtin: and ſaid , that hauing heard the word 
ofGod from his mouth, & his holy documents, 
he would leaue all that he had , and dedicate 
tinſelfperpetually to the ſeruice of our Lotd. 
Sint Auguſtin had notice of it, and to gain 
that man to God , and to draw him tothat re- 
ltement where himſelt was, he went to Bona, 
vhcre Ualerius was Biſhop, by nationa Gree 
Gan, and A very holy man. Who knowing 
that Saint «Auguſtin was come into the city, 
te inſtantly aſſembled the people together, 
and exhorted them to lay hands on him (who 
was ſecure and litle dreamt of any ſuch thing) 
that he might be ordained Prieſt of that 
Church, They did fo , and for all his excuſes 
add complaints , the. Biſhop and the people 
foiced him to conſent to their cleftion, And 


died 


the Saint ſhedding many tears out of his hu-. 


wility holding bicmſclf vaworthy of that dig- 
bity, ſome thoughtthat he wept becauſe they 
promoted him no higher, and to comfort him 

id vato him, that although he were worthy 
« z higher office , yet that thedignuty of a 
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Prieſt was neer to that of a Biſhop: as Poſſi* 
conius faies , who had it from the Saint bimt\* 
(clf. So ambitious and carnal men are wont to 
interpret , and take in the worſt part the aQl- 
ons of the Saints, Being now made Pricſt, he 
began to pather together Religious mien, and 
to build a Monaſtery in agarden which Saiat 
Ualerius gaue him, There he founded Euange- 
ical perte&ion , and the loue of poverty, ex- 
| horting all to fell what they had { as he had 
don) andto livein common , taking God for 
their portion andrichinheritance. This is the 
firſt Monaſtery of Monks , that God founded 
in Atrica, by the hand of the Great Father S. 
* Auguſtin. And becauſc it ſeemed anew thin 
in that countrey theHereticks calledDonatiſts, 
belicuing that he wasthe firſt inucntor of that 
Religious Kind of life, as enemies of all Reli- 
gion and yertue , murmured at it: but they 
were much miſtaken , in thinking that Saint 
Augultin was the firlt inventor ot that holy 
manner of lite. For to ſay nothing of the 
innumerable Monalterys , which were in E+ 
gypt , in Paleſtin , and in other parts of the 
Ealt : there were now many at Rome, and at 
Milan ,and in other places of the weſt : which 
Saint Auguſtin had feen, and vaderſtanding 
the SanQity with which meh liucd iathem, he 
tranſplanted that manner of life into Africa : 
and from that firit ſtock muluplicd, and grew 
forth many generous plants, not only in that. 
but alſo in many other countreys. But iregu- 
lar life being very contrary to that of the 'He« 
reticks y_ to their defigns , they took occa» 
ſion hence to ſpeak ill of Saint Auguſtin, agd 
to perſecute him. He was four years Pricſt, 
and during this time the Biſhop Valctius, 
would haue had him preach , but the Saing 
excuſcd himſelt ypon a double account. Firſt, 
out of humility , belicuing that he was not. 
able : and this excuſe being not admitted , he 
required, that at leaſt he would give hiatime 
till che Eaſter following, to ſtudy*and prepare 
himſelf, For he ſaid , that the Holy Scripture 
is an immenſcand moſt profound Ocean, and 
that the ineffable myſteries contained therein 
require ſtudy : and when we haue well conſi« 
dered them , we muſt know that there is ſill 
much more to be learned out of them : and 
when 2 man thinks to haue ended , he does 
then only begin. The other reaſon why he ex- 
caſed himſclt from preaching was , a caftome 
that was anciently in ſome Churches ( which 
Saint Hicrom blames) that 4 prieſt ſhould not 
preach , when the Biſhop was prefent, And 
although Saint Valerius did not ſtick at this 
cuſtom : for that being a Grecian born , and 
noteloqueat in the Latin tongue , he deſired 
that Saint Auguſtin ſhould ſupply his defe@, 
and by his ſpirit,learning, and cloquence,giue 
wholſom tood to his flock : yet Saint Auguitin 
| made vſe of this cuttom , and excuſed _— 
y it 


————c—_ 
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Biſhop would be counted VBCivi)) angth. 
permit this in a Monaſtery, is indecen "wry 
occaſion” of much diſtrafion : be woyl, = \ 2 
monaſtery in his Epiſcopal houſe == ke 
1 


by it from preaching , and making himſelt | 

28 a Maſter , deſiring rather to be filent , and . 
''* to be yet 2 ſchollar. But the authority and 
A V-"zeal of the boly Biſhop overcame the mur- 
GVST+ mutings of the other Biſhops : and know- 


ing that the contrary was praiſed in the 
Eaſtern Churches , he commanded Avgu» 
ſit to preach in his preſence, And his ſer- 
mons proved fo diuin andprohiable, that the 
Biſhop and Primate of Carthage introduced 
into his Churchthe preaching of Prieſts in the 
preſence of their Biſhops : and the. ſame did 
other Biſhops in their reſpeaiue Churches. 
The Saint preached with a heauenly fpirit ; 
and with an eloquence more then human 
ſcattered the beams of his divin dotin , and 
moved his Auditory , and perſwaded them 
- oftentimes what he pleaſed. One time prea- 
ching agajoſt a bad and ancient cuſtom, by 
which fathers, and ſons,and a whole city,diui- 
ded into two parts, pelted one another with 
ſtones , whence many were wounded , and 
killed : he made all the auditory weep, and 
that peryers cuſtom ccaſed.But when he prea- 
ched he did ſo accommodate himſelf to the 
people in his words, that if to be vnderſiood, 
it was neceſſary to make a Barbariſm,he would 
willingly do it ,chuſing rather to be blamed 
by the Grimarians,then not to be ynderſtood 
by his «Auditors, 

"But S. Valerius was not content to have 
Saint Auguſtin for 4 Prieſt in the city of Bona: 
but perceiving himſelf to grow very old and 
weak , and dcliring that Auguſtin ſhould ſuc- 


| 
| 


might conlerue 4 Religious liſe , ang " 
be wanting to ſtrangers. Aiterwards C = 
inſtituted 4 Monaſtery of Nunns, ang 
them I rule, as he had giucn the Monks as 
Clericks. "_= 
But who can declare the light with v4. 

this moſt wiſe Doftor began .. Hrs 
world, as ſoon as he was ordained Pric = 
afterwards couſecrated Biſhop? Hoy he ; 

formed Ecclefiaſtical diſciplin ? The abuſes 
which he tock away ? The diſputes which ke 
had with the Hereticks ? The vi&torysgyhich 
he got of them ? And the triumpbs and tro. 
phees of the Catholick Church, by means of 
this glorious Captain? Fuſt of all he aduiſed 
Aurelius, Biſhop of Carthage , as head and 
Primate of the Churches of Africa, to reform 
certain abules that were in them; andto roo: 
them out, rather by ſweetnes, then by leucrit 
and more by his example, then by his precepts 
and more by teaching then by commandin | 
& by admoniſting,rather then by threatning 
For he ſaid, we were to proceedin thismanner 
when we had todeal with a multitudeot peo: 
ple, but the fins of a few weie to becotteRed 
with rigor. Notwithſtanding, they vſedtoegt 
and drink in their Churches, whence great 
exceſſes were committed, and ouer the {epyl 
chers of the Mattyrs , vpon their Feſtiuttys, 
and onthe memorials of the dead, & ypon like 


' occaſions, which Saint Auguſtin endeavoured 
' to aboliſh by litle and litle ; vntill that in the 
third Council of Carthage , he being now 
| Biſhop, and one ofthe Council, decrees were 


ceede him as Paſtor of his flock : and fearing 
leaſt ſome other Church ſhould get him from 
them , he obtajircd of the Primate of the 
Church of Carthage , that he ſhould be his 


coadiutot it his lite, and his ſucceſſor after his 
death. And fo it was ordered, though greatly 
apainſt'S, Anguſtins mind , who ſaics of him+ 
ſelf, That by nothing more did be know that God 
Was angry Yiub bim, then by this, to fee himſelf 
put at the belme in the Church , who Was wn- 
Worthy to be at the oar, Butit was to the great 
Joy and content-of all the people and Clergy. 
Hereby was much incrcaſcd the authority and 
zcal, and vigilancy of the Saint, and the fruit 
which he wrought by his ſermons whereſoeuer 
he came. He was conſecrated Biſhop of Bona 
in the one and fortith year of his age , in the 
year of our Lord three hundred ninety five, by 
the hand of Magalius Biſbop of Calamine, 
Primate of Numidia , and 1n the fiſt year of 
the Empire ot Honotius and Arcadius : and he 
built within the bounds of the Church 4 Mo- 
naftcry of Clericks, according to the model 
and rule which the holy Apoſtles leſt. For 
that as the lame Saint faics , confiderivg that 
the houſe ot the Biſtop victh to be frequented 
by mary ; to whom it is neceſſary to ſhev 
courteſy & hoſpitality ( kecaulc oth.c1wiſe the 


made apainſt thoſe abuſes to extirpate them, 
He tock away allo many other bad cuſtoms, 
which remained” of Paganiſm : and ſhaply 
repreherided thoſe who taikedin the Church, 
and thoſe who went out of it before Mals 
was ended ; or complained of long Malles 
and required ſt ort ones , becauſe they were 
rich men and powerſull. He employed himſelt 
much in reconciling thoſe who were at vat 
ance, and in judging and compoſing fuites in 
law:for in thoſe daics the faithfull were wont 
to recurr to their Biſhops, with their diffe- 
rences and law-ſuits , and to- take thew for 
judges and arbitiators : andthey were able to 
do much in them , as well by the authority of 
their office, as alſo by that which the Imperial 
laws gauethem, And this employment wasfo 
prieuous , and ſo continual , that the fag 
Saint complaining of it , has theſe words: 
When we admonish thoſe that hane ſuites i0 
law, andtell them their duty , they corot farthi 
leaue 5,and fix ſum ws but they wnge v1, p1tþ 
vs , bejeech ws ,and lament ,and cHtain of vs ly 
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things which t/ cy owe , andnot in ſearching itito 


'thecommandements of God, Which we lowe. And 


;n another place he laics: 7 call to vitnes in my 


that for my ov part, f bad much rather 
eyery day at certain bours labour With my fands 
us the cuſtom is in well ordered HMonnſterys ) 
und bawe ſome time free to read, and pray , and 
andſtuc th? boly ſeriptures 4 then ro endure, as 

h, the diſqutet and importunity of beariug 
there debates, q7" braVles about ſecular matters, 
fir to determine them as jadge, or compoſe them 
4s 4 mediator betNixt the partys, And although 
ihe Saint tov[: litle guſt in ſo vnſauory athing, 
45 was,to hear, and judge the cauſes of others, 
jet ſo great Was his charity , and his delire of 
complying with the obligation of his office, 
that ſometimes be fat Gi] dinner time , and 
ther times all the day without cating any 
thing, to bear. and decide them : procuring 
hat the Partys ould treat their affairs in A 
Chriſtian manner: and thence taking occaſion 
0 teach them the things of God , and that 
which concerned the quict of their conſcien» 
ces, That which the Saint took delight todo, 
12s, to viſit orphans , and widows, and the 
aided , and the ſick , when they called tor 
lim: although in other viſits he was very 
moderates + RE eS 

But the principal employment of Saint Au- 
ſtio, was to make war againſt the Hereticks, 
who at that time were many, and very power- 
full in Africa , and ruined all that countrey , 
infeing the ſouls of the faithfull with their 
pernicious errors. There wasin Bona a Ma- 
nichee, called Fortnnatus,who by his Hipocri- 
h,and bad arts, perucrted the Catholicks, and 
vas3 dafperous ſnare of the dive). They be- 
bupht Saint Auguſtin being then but a Prieſt, 
that he would diſpute with Fortunatus : and 
although at firſt the Heretick would not , 
knowing the great witand learning ct Saint 
wguſtin, yet afterwards , leaſt he ſhould loſe 
licredit amongſt his followers , he was con- 
tent, The day was appointed: and there was 
agreat concours of all ſorts of people , both 
karnedand vnlearned.Notaxys were aſſigned, 
yho yere to write down all the words, and 
wuments both ot one ſide and the other, The 
Diſpute laſted two daies: Fortunatus was cone 
cluded, and conte fled, that he had not what to 
aſyer; and confounded went out of that city, 
Enever more returned thither. And although 
the Manichees ſent another in his place , he 
Wed not to diſpute with Saint Auguſtin , 
although the Saint much invited him to it;and 


Vit him a letter, defiring him , that he would 


tither diſpute , ox els depart the city, and not 
aveigle weak ſouls , intoxicating them with 
errors, Another heretick, alſo a Manichee, 
ave bold then the former , and that was held 
© molt knowing , and belt wit ot his ſec, 
Tom. 2. 


| 


. 


called Felix , came to Bona, to argue with S. _ 


Auguſtin, and prouoked him , and appearedia 23. 
the held with hin , before a great concours of A y. 
people, but at the end of two daies diſpute,he g y 5 7, 


yeeled vp his arms, and was ſo convinced, 
that there immediately in the preſence ot all 
the Auditory he profeiled, that he would be an 
obedient child of the Church. And Saint Au- 
guitin gave hima ſchedule to read; by which 
he anathematized the errors of the Manichees, 
and he read it moſt willingly.By this,andalfo 
by bauiog ſeen their head and Biſhop Forty 
natus , Condemne , and baniſh himtelt , the 
Manichean herericks were diſmayed, and the 
Catholicks were animated: and aſter this there 
was not. found one who dared to detend in4 
diſpute that perucrsſc&.Vpon I time S. Augu- 
{tin preaching (as he was wont ) and hawing 
propounded what he intended to handle in 
that ſermon, without aduerting what he did, 
he left the ſubicQ he had propounded , and 
ipoke with preat tenor againit the errors of 
the Manichees, Afterwards bein at table | he 
a-k-d thoſe that dined- with him , whether 
they lad t. ken notice , that in his ſermon he 
had propounded one thing, and handled ano» 
ther? And they anſwering, yes , the Saint ſub= 
Jjoyncd : 7 ard not think to treat of ihat matter, 
eut our Lord by this my error , or forgetſulnes, 
Wv:lt conuert ſome body that bas need of 14. & tay 
or two after there came a very rich man,caiied 
Firmus, & before.all the company, caſt himfeif 
at the feet of Saint Auguſtin , weepitg ; and 
demanding to be reconciled to the Church : 
jor he had been 4 Manichean #1-ng time,and 

ad given much money to thoſe of his ſe, 
clpecially to thoſe whom they called the ele, 


| or Saints, And they vnderſtood by him, that 


he was conuerted by heating that ſermon; in 
which the Saint hadleft his theme, and detla» 
med againf}, the Manichees: and this Firmus 
became atterwards a holy man, and was made 
a. Prieſt, In thisſorte the Manichean Hereticks 
were converted, and the Catholick Faith pre- 
uailed againſt them, by the docrin of Saint 
Auguſtin: whom God our Lord had permitted 
that he ſhould. fall into thoſe very errors, to 
the end that like a ſurgeon that had been 
woundet himfelt , he mightcure the wounds 
of others and that he might giue his hand to 
thoſe that ſtuck faſt in that pit , in which him» 
ſelt had ſtuck before : and from this time the 
Catholick Church began to litt vp hee head 

in Africa, | 
But Saint Auguſtin did not only ouercom 
the Manichees ; he had ſharper encounters, 
and harder combats with th: Hereticks,calted 
Donatiſts , who at that time were very nume- 
rous ,and very powerfull in Africa: and did 
nct only infe& it with their peſtilenrdodtrin, 
but allo defolated it with their crueltys, and 
defiled it with the blood which they ſhed of 
Kkk the 
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by it from preaching , and making himſelf j Biſhop would be counted vuciyj) 


a Maſter , defiring rather to be ſilent , and . 


40 be yet 2 ſchollar. But the authority and 
zeal of the holy Biſhop overcame the mur- 


GVST- mutings of the other Biſhops : and know- 


ing that the contrary was praiſed in the 
Eaſtern Churches , he commanded Augu» 
ſit to preach in his preſcnce. And his ſer» 
mons-proued fo diuin and profitable, that the 
Biſhop and Priwate of Carthage introduced 
into his Thurchthe preaching of Prieſts in the 
preſence of their Biſhops : and the. ſame did 
other Biſhops in their reſpeaiue Churches. 
The Saint preached with a heauenly fpirit : 
and with an eloquence more then human 
ſcattered the beams of his divin doatin , and 
moved his Auditory , and-perſwaded them 
- oftentimes what he pleaſed. One time prea- 
ching againſt a bad and ancient cuſtom, by 
which fathers, and ſons,and a wbole city,divi- 
ded into two parts, pelted one another with 
ones , whence many were wounded , and 
killed : he made all the auditory weep, and 
that peryers cuſtom ceaſed. But when he prea- 
ched he did ſo accommodate himſelt to the 
people in his words, that if to be vnderfliood, 
it was neceſſary to make a Barbariſm,he would 
willingly do it ,chuſing rather to be blamed 
by the Grimarians,then not to be vnderſtood 
by his «Auditors, 

"But S. Valerius was not content to haye 
Saint Auguſtin for 4 Prieſt in the city of Bona: 
but perceiving himſelf to grow very old and 
weak , and defiring that Auguſtin ſhould ſuc- 
ccede him as Paſtor of his flock : and fearing 
leaſt ſome other Church ſhould get him from 
them , he obtained of the Primate of the 
Church of Carthage , that he ſhould be bis 
coadiutot ih his lite, and his ſucceſſor after his 
death. And fo it was ordered, though greatly 
apainſt'S, Anguſtins mind , who ſaics of him» 
ſelf, That by nothing more did be know that God 
Was angry With him, then by this, to ſee himſelf 
put at the belme in theChurch , who Was wn- 
WYorthy'to be at the oar, Butit was to the great 
Joy and content of all the people and Clergy. 
Hereby was much increafcd the authority and 
zeal , and vigilancy of the Saint, and the fruit 
which he wrought by his ſermons whereſoeuer 
he came. He was conſecrated Biſhop of Bona 
in the one and fortith year of his age , in the 
year of our Lord three hundred ninety five, by 
the hand of Magalius Biſhop of Calamine, 
Primate of Numidia , and 1n the fuſt year of 
the Empire oft Honotius and Arcadius : and he 
built within the bounds of the Church 4 Mo- 
naftery of Clericks, according to the model 
and rule which the holy Apoſtles leſt. For 
that as the tawe Saint faics , confideripg that 
the houſe ot the Biſhop vieth to be frequented 
by mary ; to whom it is neceſſary to ſhev 


courteſy & hoſpitality ( kecaule oth.c1 wiſe the 


Mag ) andths 
permit this in a Monaſtery, is indece tO 


occaſion of much diſtra&ion : he wo 
monaſtery in his Epiſcopal houſe 
might conſerue 4 Religious life , and 

be wanting to ſtrangers, Aiterwards he ic 
inſtituted 4 Monaſtery of Nunns, ang oa 
them I rule , as he had giucn the Monks gar 
Clericks. _ 

But who can declare the light with w.; 

this moſt wiſe Dofor began £ or cone 
world, as ſoon as he was ordained Pric har 
afterwards conſecrated Biſhop? How "Io 
formed Eccletiaſtical Giſciplin ? The tg 
which he tock away ? The diſputes which \ 
had with the Hereticks ? The vietorysaytich 
he got of them ? And the triumphs and tro. 
phees of the Catholick Church, dy means of 
this glorious Captain ? Furſt of all he aduiſc4 
Aurelius, Biſhop of Carthage , as head and 
Primate of the Churches of Africa,to reform 
certain abujes that were in them; and to root 
them our, rather by ſweetnes, then by {everity 
and more by his examplc,then by his precepts 
and more by teaching then by commanding 
& by admomiſting, rather then by threatning, 
For he ſaid, we were to proceedin thismanner 
when we had todeal with a multitude of peo: 
ple, but the fins of a few weie to becorrefted 
with rigor. Notwithſtanding, they vſedtocxt 
and drink in their Churches, whence great 


| exceſſes were committed, and ouer the ſepul 


chers of the Martyrs , vp on their Feſtiuitys, 
and on the memorials of the dead, & pon like 


occaſions, which Saint Auguſtin endeauoured 
' to aboliſh by litle and litle : vntilithat in the 
third Council of Carthage , he being noy 
| Biſhop, and one ofthe Council, decrees were 
' made againſt thoſe abuſes to extirpate thems 


He tock away allo many other bad cuſtoms, 
which remained” of Paganiſm : and ſhaply 
repreherided thoſe who taikedin the Church, 
and thoſe who went out of it before Mals 
was cnded ; or complained of long Malles 
and required ſt ort ones , becaule they were 
rich men and powerlull. He employed himſel 
much in reconciling thoſe who were at vati- 
ance, and in judging and compoſing fuites in 
law:for in thoſe daics the faithfull were wont 
to recurr to their Biſhops, with their difte 
rences and law-ſuits , and to take them for 
judges and arbitrators : andthey were able to 
do much in them , as well by the authority of 
their office, as alſo by that which the Imperial 
laws gauethem, And this employment was(o 
prieuous , and ſo continual , that the fame 
Saint complaining of it , has thele words: 
When we admonith thoſe that hane ſuites is 
law , and tell them their duty , they corot farths 
leaue w5,and fiyſrum ws, but they vige V4 preſ 
vs , beſeech vs ,and lament ,and hain of v1 by 


farce.th at Ye employ our Jelnes in theſe m_ 
: thing 


uld bave3 Viy. gl, 
n that be Gy; Jy 


ings Which t' cy owe , andnot in ſearching itito 


I je ommandements of God, Ybich Ye lowe. And 


' in another place he lajes: 7 call to Witnes in my 
| 4 ſoul our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ( for wheſe loue F 1s 
7 it ) that for my on part, 7 bad muth rather 

eyery day at certain hours labour With my hands 
(as tht cuſtom is in well ordered Hongſterys ) 
and baue ſome time free to read, and pray , and 
andſtudy th: boly ſcriptures , then ro exdure, as 


4, the diſquiet and importunity of beatiug | 


'thers debates, q” braVles about ſecular matters, 
for to deteranin them as judge, or compoſe them 
ar 4 mediator betYixt the partys. And although 
the Saint tool: litle guſt in ſo vnſauory thing, 
a5 was,to hear, and judge the caules of others, 
yet ſo great Was his charity , and his defire of 
complying with the obligation of his office, 
that ſometimes he fat ti}]} dinner time , and 
other tices all the day without eating any 
thing, to hear. and decide them : procuring 
that the Partys ſ:ould treat their affairs in 
Chriſtian manner: and thence taking occaſion 
to teach ther the things of God , and that 
which concemed the quict of their conlcien» 
ces, That which the Saint took dclight todo, 
was, to viſit orphans , and widows, and the 
aflited , and the fick , when they called tor 
him : although in other viſits he was very 
moderates + - EIA 

But the principal employment of Saint Au- 
puſtin, was to make war againſt the Hereticks, 
who at that time were many, and very power- 
full in Africa , and ruincd all that countrey , 
infeting the ſouls of the faithfull with their 
pernicious errors. There was in Bona a Ma- 
niches, called Fortnnatus,who by bis Hipocri- 
ſy,and bad arts, peruerted the Catholicks, and 
wasa dangerous ſnare of the dive). They be- 
fought Saint Auguſtin being then but a Prieſt, 
that he would diſpute with Fortunatus : and 
although at firſt the Heretick would not , 
knowing the great witand learning cf Saint 
Auguſtin, yet alterwards , leaſt he ſhould lole 
his credit amongſt his followers , he was con- 
tent, The day was appointed: and there was 
a reat concours of all ſorts of people , both 
karned and volearned.Notazys were aſſ:gned, 
who were to write down all the words, and 
apuments,both of one ſide and the other. The 
Diſpute laſted two daies: Fortunatus was cone 
cluded, and conteſicd, that he had not what to 
anſwer; and confounded went out of that city, 
&neuer more returned thither. And although 
the Manichees ſent another in his place, he 
dated not to diſpute with Saint Auguſtin , 
athoughthe Saint much invited him to it;and 
Vit him a letter, defiring him , that he would 
tither diſpute , ox els depart the city, and not 
nveigle weak fouls, intoxicating them with 

errors, Another heretick, alſo a Manichee, 
fnore bold then the former , and that was he1d 

e moſt knowing , and beſt wit ot his leq, 

Tom. 2. 
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yeelded vp his arms, and was fo conuinced, 
that there immediately in the preſence oi all 
the Auditory he profeiled, that he would be an 
obedient child of the Church, And Saint Aus 
guitin gave him a ſchedule to read; by which 
be anathematized the errors of the Manichees, 
and he read it moſt willingly.By this,andalfo 
by having ſeen their head and Biſhop Forty 
natus , Condemne , and baniſh himtelf, the 
Manichean herericks were diſmayed, and the 
Catholicks were animated: and aſter thisthere 
was not. found one who darcd to detend ind 
diſpute that perucrsſc&.Vpon I time S. Augu- 
[tin preaching (as he was wont ) and hawing 
propounded what he intended to handle in 
that ſermon, without aduerting whit he did, 
he left the ſubicQ he had propounded , and 
{poke with preat teruor againit the errors of 
the Manichees. Afterwards being at table , he 
a-k-d thoſe that dined- with kim , whether 
they lad t. ken notice , that in his ſermon he 


| had propounded one thing, an4 handled ano- 


ther? And they anſwering, yes , the Saint ſub= 
Joyncd: 7 didnot think to treat of ihat matter, 
ext our Lord by this my error , or forgetſulnes, 
Wv:it conmert ſome body that bas need of 18. & Gay 
or two after there came very rich man,cajied 
Firmus, & before.all the company, caſt himfeif 
at the feet of Saint Auguſtin , weepitg ; and 
demanding to be reconciled to the Church : 
a he had becn 4 Manichean 4longtime,and 

ad given much money to thoſe of his ſe, 
clpecially to thoſe whom they called the ele, 


| or Saints. And they vnderſtood by him, that 


he was conuerted by hearing that ſermon, in 
which the Saint had left his theme, and detla» 
med againfſ} the Manichees: and this Firmus 
became atterwards 4 holy man, and was made 
a. Pricſt. In thisſorte the Manichean Hereticks 
were conuerted, and the Catholick Faith pre- 
uailed againſt them, by the docrin of Saint 
Auguſtin : whom God our Lord had permitted 
that he ſhould. fall into thoſe very errors, to 
the end that ike a ſurgeon that had been 
wounded himſelt , be mightcure the wounds 
of others and that he might giue his hand to 
thoſe that ſtuck faſt in that pit , in which him» 
{elt had ſtuck before : and from this time the 
Catholick Church began to litt vp hex head 
in Africa, | 

But Saint Auguſtin did not only ouercom 
the Manichees ; he had ſharper encounters, 
and harder combats with the Hereticks, called 
Donatiſts , who at that time were very nume- 
rous ,and very powerfull in Africa: and did 
nct only iate&it with their peſtilenrdodtrin, 
but allo defolated it with their crueltys, and 


defiled it with the blood which they ſhed of 
Kkk the 


called Felix, came to Bona, toargue with S. _ 
Auguſtin, and prouoked him , and appearedin 23. 
the field with hin , beforea great concours of A y. 
people, but at the end of twodaies diſpute, he 5; y 5 7, 


- — 


 cciuer of fouls and worthy of death , and that 


the Catholicks. Eſpecially one ſe& of them 
(who were called Circumcellions , and pro 

feſled continency ) was ſo ſauage and barba- 
rous, that all the Catholicksthey could lay 
hands on , they killed them with crucl tor- | 
ments, without ſparing either man or woman, 
rich or poor, old or yorg,or cuen litle children 
of either ſex. And it isno marucl , that they 
were ſo mercileſs towards others, who were fo 
cruel to themſe]ues: for ſome of them were ſo 
blind ,and inſpired with ſuch an infernal fury. 
that they went to the more ſolemn Feaſts of 
the Pagans, there to be killed by them. Others 
offered themſclues to ſoldiers which they met 
vpon the high ways, threatning them death, 
if they would not kill them : and ſometimes 
they torced the Iudges to command the hang- 
mento put them to death, Others threw them- 
ſelucs down headlong , or drowned them 

ſelues in the water, or burnt themſelues in the 
fice, thinking that hereby they offered vp an 
acceptable ſacrifice vnto God, Whereby we 
ſee what monſters they were , and with what 
Kind of ſauage beaſts rather then men Saint 
Avguſtin had to conteſt. Who having diſputed 
with ,*and convinccd certain Biſhops, and fa 

mous men amongſt them : and the number ot 
the Donatiſts diminiſhing by his means and 
induſtry,and the number of the true believers 
and Catbolicks increaſing , they could not 
endure it with patience, but exclamed , and 
preached, that Auguſtin was a wolf, and 3 de- 


without doubt he ſhould offer vp a very plea- 
ling ſacrifice to Ged , and obtain the pardon 
ot all his fins , that ſhould kill him ( and this 
is the proper doftrin of Hereticks, eſpecially of 
the Caluiniſts of theſe daics.) And according- 
ly they attempted it divers times , particularly 
when the Saint went from town to town ; to 
preach the Catholick faith,and to animate the 
taithtull to dy for the ſame, But by the divuin 
prouicence he eſcaped their hands : and ſome- 
times the hereticks lying in ambuſh, in the 
Way by which he was topaſs without know- 
ing any thing otit ;he loſt his way , and after 
he had gon about, he vnderſtood for certain, 
that in the dire way the hereticks lay in wait 
for to kill him. They went about to kill him, 
and he praicd to God ,to give them the life of 
the foul, who defired to take away from him 
the lite of the body. They wherted their 
{words , andthe Saint hispen and tongue,and 
writing and preaching, made them a more 
cruel war, For the Lord of heauen was with 
him ,and prote&ed and defended him : and 
with the liphtand ſpirit which he gaue him, 
he enlightened the blind, making them to ſee 
and loue that light which before they flew 
from. Innumerable were the Donatiſts, that 
were conuerted to the Catholick faith , by 


67x Saint Auguſtin, Bishop, and DoRor of the Church, 


means of this moſt holy Door, For the people 


| 


ſcing that their cheifeſtBiſhops,and of preater _ 
name amongſt thew, either durſt not vi 
with him , or els went away from the ilpute 
vanquiſhed and confounded, and that allthei hs : 
falfitys aud miſts were ſcattered by the clarity A 
of our Saints doQtiin, they vnderſtood that the 
Catholicks had the truth on their five, ang 
that they ought to cwbiace it. Butthat Which 
auailed moſt to clear the countrey of Airica of 
the contagion of the Donatilts, and tocyrh 
their pride and tury , was A conference or 
general diſpute, which was hcld at Carthage 
betwixt the Catholicks and the Donatifts þ 
the command of the Emperor Honotius before 
Marcellinus Tribun, and his Notary, ſentfor 
that purpoſe by the Emperor : to which there 
came , and entred into Caithage all tovether 
in great powp and ſtate,a hundred & fitty nine 
Biſhops , Donatiſts ,( for of almoſt four hun: 
dred , which they were 4 few yeatsagon,they 
were much diwiniſhed) and ofthe Catholicks 
there entred two hundred eighty fix , every 
one by himſelf, without any noile,orcereme- 
ny, And it being a new thing , and of great 
expettation , there flocked to it from all parts 
of Africa,an innumerable multitude both of 
Catholicks and Hereticks : ſometor curioſity, 
others to know the truth, and joyn themſelues 
to the ſafer fide, and that which ſhould over- 
come. In this diſpute, the Donatifls,atter they 
had diſputed with the Catholick Biſhops 
(amongſt whom $S, Auguſtin was the chief 
maſter ) were ſo confounded, and aſhamed, 
that they knew not what to ſay , or anſyer 
for themſclucs. And though like craſty and 
wily hereticks, they went aboutby divers de- 
ceits and cauillations to obſcure the truth, yet 
that was ſo powerfull, that it deſtroyed all 
their crafts, and with a glorious viftory tri, 
umphed ouer falſhood.Many of thole Biſhops 
returned to the bolom of the Catholick 
Church : and thoſe that remained obſlinate 
and pertinacious, were baniſhed, and chaſtized 
with a more gentle puniſhment, then their 
fault deſerued : and the deceived people opee 
ned their eyes : and the faithſull friends ofthe 
truth were more 'confirmedin it, and the Cz: 
tholick Religion began to flouriſh,and todie 
late it ſelf. And to confirm the people init, 
that diſputation or conference , which the Ci 
'tholick Biſhops had with the Donatiſts, and 
was written down by the Notarys,was readin 
Lentin the Churches of Africa, as perpetual 
memorial , how the hercticks had been evi 
dently convinced and concluded. And to tic 
end that it might be more eaſily read, Saint 
Auguſtin epitomized and contradted allthat 
diſputation or conference , and that compel 
dium or Epitome , was called Breaiculum, 
And not only in the provinces of Atrica , but 
alſo in all others, that cockle was 10oted ov 


by the diligence, care , and induſiry of = 
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comparable Doctor. 


After the ſame manner he made war againſt | 


"" the Arrian Hereticks that were in Aftrica,ouer 


ly- whom by the fauor of God he obtained moſt 


j$Te nous viftories. But ouer none did he tri- 
awph more gloriouſly,then ouer Pelagivus and 
his followers : for as Pelagius was an open 
enemy of the grace of God , fo Saint Auguſtin 
was 4 preacher, and 4 defender of the fame 
ace in ſo high a degree, that ſince the Apo» 
lc S. Paul, there bas been no Catholick wri- 
ter, who bas ſo declared , magnified , and ex- 
altedit , as has this moſt wiſe Dofor. And not 
without tcaſon ſome do obſerue , that ypon 
the ſame day that Pelagius was born in Eng- 
and, Saint Auguſtin was bornin Africa;our 
Lord prouiding his Churcha ProteRor againſt 
the fopperys ot Pelagius, andan antidote and 
remedy againſt the poiſon of his herehies, 
which might infeR it.Pelagius for his countrey 
was an Engliſhman;for his profeſſion 4 Monk; 
and for his diſpoſition, ofa vagrant, vaquiet, 
and diſſembling humor, He was in the Mona- 
naſtecys of Egipt : he came to Rome, and liued 
ſame years like a Catholick amongſt the” Ca- 
tholicks, inſtilling his errors by litle andlitle, 
vader the mask and colour of fanfity. He 
ralſed into Sicily, and infected that Iſland,and 
thatof Rhodes; & he did the ſame in England, 
tinative countrey,in Jeruſalem,and in Africk: 
and in the beginning he carried himſelf ſo 
caftily , that he deceived Saint Paulinus, 
Biſhop of Nola , and procured his letters to 
Sigt Auguſtin, in which he recommended to 
tim Pelagius , as a holy man , and a friend of 
God. But our Lord who alwaies aſliſts his 
Church, provided thatS. Hierom atHieruſalem, 
and Saint Auguſtin in Africa, ſhould take no- 
tice of his errors, and write againſt them, and 
refute them, with ſo great wiſedom and clo- 
quence, that the Catholick verity was eſtabli- 
led inthe Church of Chriſt ; and the people 
that were falling , were held vp, and many 
that had faln, role again, Saint Auguſtin prin- 
cipally took in hand Pelagius , and ſpent ten 
= in writing againſt him : and he writ ſo 
ublimely and divinly , thatin his other works 
te ſeemes to ſurpaſsall other authors , but in 
thoſe which he writes againſt Pelagius , he 
ſurpaſſes himſelf. And for this reaſon S.Hierom 
(elited to be excuſed from writing againſt 
Pelagius, alledging , that Saint Auguſtin had 
atcady written , and that nothing could be 


laid better , then what he had ſaid. The holy | 


Dodtor treated of the grace of God, and of its 
clicacy, and the neceſſity which we haue of it; 
df original ſin , and of the corruption of our 
dature: ofthe liberty ot our free will, and how 
weak we are without grace , with which our 
Lordpreyents, and moues ,and helpes vs, and 
workes with vs ;and of whatſoeuer belonges 
this matter , with fo much (cripture , lear-} 
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ning , force of arguments , elegancy , and co- 


piouſnes of language, and ſo to the puipole — 


tothe deſtroying of the errors of Pelagius , that 
all the Doors, that ſince Saint Auguſtin haue 


written well of this matter , haue drunk out GVST« 


of his fountains, and followed his footſteps, 
and rulcd themſclues by his line, «And two: 
Councils which were heldin Africa to extir- 
pate this bad ſeed , to wit the Carthaginian, 
and the Mileuitan, commanded Saint Aguſtin 
to declare the Catholick verity centerning 
theſe matters, and with the light of his hea- 
ucnly wiſedom to diſſipate the Pelagian dark- 
nes, as he did, And other as well General as 
Prouincial Councils, in the definitions and 
decrees which they made concerning theſe 
matters ſo important, and ſo difficult , took 
for their rule , the doArin of this ſun of the 
Church , and preacher , and fingular defender 
of the grace of God. eAndnot only in theſe 
matters , but alſo in all others which Saint 
Auguſtin treated (which are innumerable, and 
and in a manner all that can be handled in ſa» 
cred Divinity ) appeares the wit rather of an 
Angel then of 4 man;a wiſedom more diuin 
then human ; reaſons ſo ſolid and grounded; 
4 method and order ſo admirable; an acute» 
nes and dexterity to ſolue the arguments of 
his aduerſarys ; and a weight and gravity to 
confirm his own , ſo rare andexcellent, that 
all the Doors that haue written fince him, 
glory to be his diſciples. Eſpecially the ſchool- 
men , who examin , and weigh the truths of 
ſacreddivinity in the ballance of reaſon, hold 
him for their guid and maſter. Principally the 
Angelical Dator Saint Thomas, did veſt hims 
ſelf with the ſpirit and dotrin of S, CI 
in ſuch ſort that he ſeemes to haue transformed 
himſelf iato him , and to have drunk in his 
do&rin, and embrewed himſelf in it like 
ſponge : whence we may inferr, how great 
the maſter was , ſince the Schollar was fo 
_ a 

Saint Auguſtin wrote ſo many and ſuch ex- 
cellent books ,cither diſputing againſt the 
Hereticks , and refuting their errors , or els 
expounding the = Scripture , for the in- 
ſtruion ot the faithful! , that (as Poſſidonius 
faies) it' were hard to find one that knew ,or 
could read them all : and they are {o much 
eſtecmed , and held in ſo great veneration, 
that the greateſt witts ,and moſt learned men 
are thole that moſt admire them, And all 
knowing , and pious Catholicks giue Saint 
Auguſtin glorious titles , and illuſtrious epi» 
thetes andelogiums, with great ampliftcation, 
although they all come ſhort of his deſerts. 
They call him4 well of knowledge , maſter 
of Divinity, lower of great witts, ornament 
of the ſchooles , temple of Religion, Pillar of 
the Church , ſhield of the Catholick faith, 


hammer of the hereticks , pattern of good 
, Prelates 


Prelates, light of preachers , Door of great 
DoRers, 3 man taught by God,and that drunk 
out of the fountain of the divinity ; the moſt 
holy among the learned, and the moſt lear- 
ned amonzlit the Saipts. It would require 
2 whole book to relate part of that, which the 
Saints , and graveſt DeCtors ofthe Chuich, the 
Popes,and holy Councils ſay of this moſt glo- 
rious D«.Ctor, and the praiſes which they giuc 
him. The great Saint Hierom writing to Saint 
«Avguſting; ſpcakes to bim in this manner : 
1 haue alwaies rexereaced your beatitude , with 
that honor whic! 1 ought, and loued our Sautout 
Who dweils in it. But now this my reſpet? (if it 
couldincrea(e) has increaſed more , andthe mea- 
ſure of my loue Which was [ull js nov heaped wp, 
in ſuch forte that not an bogr paſſes , but We are 
ſpeaking of you : for you hane been fortified 
With the ardor of faith , and bane reſted the 
the furious ard contrary Winds , deſiring rather 
to come free out of Sodom alone , then to remain 
amangſ} thoſe that Yere to per11h. Your prudenie 
w2derſiands Well What T ſay: your vertme rs cele- 
trated in all all the world. The Catbolicks reue- 
rence , and admire you, as the raparer , and reſto- 
rer of their aucent faith. «And that Which is 4 
ſcene of greaterglory , all the hereticks bate you : 
and perjecute me With the ſame batred that they 
may kill With their deſires , whom they can not 
kill with the ſword. Thus Saint Hlierom. Saint 
Paulinus Biſhop of Nola , 4 very eloquent 
man , and 4 great friend of Saint Auguſtin, in 
an epiſtie ſpc.kesto him thus: O 11%e [alt of 
the emth . with which our bearts are ſeafoner, 
to the endthat they should not be corrupted With. 
the wanity of the Yorld ! o burning taper ſet 
won the canileſtick of the Church , Which com- 
mMumncates iis reſplendent light to all Catholicks, 
and di\perſes the thick, darknes of the bertticks, 
aud With the clarity of bis Words makes the truth 
clear , and trees it from tbetr confuſion and ob/cu- 
rity | Xith truth it may be ſaid that your mouth 
is a conduit of luuing water A weyn of the eteinal 
fountain. ForGb1iſt has made himſelf @ jotuntain 
of liuing water , after Ybich my foul thirſts,and 
my earth is defirons to be watered With the abit 
Aance of yoar fireams. Saint Seuerus Sulpicius, 
writing to the ſamic Saint Auguſtin, faies :0 
artifiaal bee- of God,"wbo makes the honey-combs 
of diuin ſweetnes ,\buch diſtill mercy and truth, 
with Which my ſoul is recreated, and With that 
Aue food repairs its Wants , and ſtrengthens its 
weaknes | Saint Prolper of Aquitan, diſciple, 
and defender ot the doArin of Saint Augultin, 
ſpeaking of bim faies: Saznt Auguſtin Biskop, 
of & linely and dear Wit, ſweetin bis words lea» 
ned in human litterature , in bjs labors for the 
Church inadefatigable, famous for bis o1dinaty 
diſputes, compoſed in all bis ations ; Catpolick in 
the extlication of the faith , acute to decide and 
reſolue rdifficultys ; arcumſpet? in conuincing be- 
reticks: andwery War) in expounang the holy 
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| ſertptures. And in another place he (a 

this time SeAugufſtin is the licht 
. X of * HSPE.ant ono 
of all Prieſts. S Hay b:ibop ot Arles fv, th, 
The mo# excellent Dotor Shint Auguſtin & Ay 
SJ, t+ n 


Is: dt 


fender of out faith meditating conting 
G04, and not jeaning death fur b4; lows aeſi 

the ſacrilegious , andouercome the he uk me 
what ſhall I fay ofthe other —— 
glorious praifes,w hich the other moſt bt, = 
moſt wilg DoQors giue S. Augultin?Cacje. 


calls bim excellent waſte; of all g0od learnin 


a moſt pure,an clear fountain, and h 
[ght , that ſkines brightly in the Chuck 
nerable Bede giucs him the title of DR 


excellent Doctor of all the Churches, Saint * 


Bernardcalls hum the mallct of hercticks, 
pert Abbot, the pillarand ficmamentoftauh, 
and faics, that he was the cloudy pillar i 
which thc wiſedom of God placed his | wh 
Remigius of Auxcrr aies, that as the ſunin 
brightaes ſurpailes all the Plancts,o S, Ayoy. 
tin cxcells the reſt of the DoGors, Voluſun 
-ſaies, that it was wauting inthe law of God 
that which Saint Augultin did not knoy: 
which is as it be ſhould have (aid, that Saint 
Auguſtin comprehended & kney all that Sig 
the law otGod. The cighth Council of Toledp 
ſpeaking ot Saint Auguſun , faics, thathe wi 
ſubtil ia the ſearch of things, excellentinfn. 
ding them out, copious , eloquent; and yiſ 


; In explicating them. And the lacred and Oecy, 


; menical Council of Florence , calls Saint Ay. 
 guſtin the moſt illuſtricus Ducor of theLa- 
' tins. And becauſc after the death of SI Auguſtin, 
| fome of the Clergy of France, cither jrom 4 
bad vnderſtanding , or 4 bad meaning (poke 
againſt the dodtrig which he had taught + 
 gainſtthe Pelagians, Saint Celeſtin Pope,who 
at that tice pretided in the CatholickChurch, 


wrote an epiſtle to the Biſhops of France, in 
which he reprehends that ternerity , and has 


theſe words : We baue aivaies held in out 
, Communion according 16 bis life and deſerts, 4us 


guſjlinof bely memory , of whom Was neuet aty 
thing beard that ſented ill , or Was ſuſpefied 
error ; but we know that Le bad fo great viſedn 
and knowledge , that the other Popes my predes 
ceſiurs , did ener bold bim for one of the prin 
Do#lors of the Church. And that 1may not a 
large my felt further in this matter, ]] will cot- 
cludeall with the words ofthe great Popeand 
Doctor ot the Church , Saint Gregory.ſtyi6 
Would ( faies he ) feed your ſelf with 4 dthiciw 
food, read the books of Bieſſes Saint Anzuſt, 
dT you sball find, that bis bread tt made of th 
HloYer of the meal, aud cours only of the bam 
This thc Saints fay ot the dottrin of Saint 
Auguſtin , and they neucr make an end 0 
praiſing hun and exalting bia to the heavens 
But how admirable and diuin focuer thatmaſ 
be , much more is to be laid of his heroic 
and cxccllent vertues, For who evet beiter 
| JojN 
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. ith the height of ſo cminent know- 
ou go humility F profound , then did this 
I wiſc and moſt humble Do&or?who cuer 
aw ſo rare 2 Mixture of height and lownes? 
one ſo bigh in the eyes of all others, and ſo 
low in tus own? Although he were the ]ight 
and oracle of the Dottors , ſpeaking of the 
nore ancient , he faies : 7 beliene that Which 
they belteue , and Ild that Which they bold, ana 
rach , that Which they teach , and preach that 
which they preach. He ſent ſome of his writings 
10 Saint Hicrom , defiring him that he would 


T1ead them , and rigidly cenſure them : for that 


he ſaid, that he loucd him better, that repre- 
hending him curcd him , then he did him, that 
anoipting bis head flattered him : and he ad. 
des: For 1 can bardly be 4 judge of What F Write, 
but 1 sball either be too timorous , or too bot 
4 en(cr of What is reaſonable. Sometimes 1 ſee 
my faults \but 1 had rather heat them from 0+ 
thers that are better then my ſelf : leaſt that when 
1 have reprebended my ſelf juſily,F sbould after- 
wards flatter my ſelf , and think that 7 haue 
poſied azainſt my ſelf a ſentence more ſir1# then 
juſt. «And in another” epiſtle he fates : Ff 7 
bave written any thing Which J onght not, or in 
4 manner Fbich I ought not |, aduiſe me of it 
vith charity , to the end that knoving my fault, 
} may ack pardon. Omitting the other exam- 
ples of this humility of Saint Avguſtin,which 
are many , and wonderfull, we will only ſet 
down two, which are very ſingular. The one 
of his RetraQations , and the other of his 
Confeſſions. He writ two books of Retratta- 
tions , in which he zecites all the treatiſes, 
which he had written vntill that time, before 
and after his Baptiſm, when he was Prieſt,and 
when he was Biſhop,cenſuring and correQting 
them ſo Severely, that he leaues not a ſentence, 
word , nor Syllable , which he reprehends 
not , and retracts not , in what it appears 
yorthy of reprehenſion, What an example ot 
bumility is this,c ſpecially for the lIcarned, who 


confidingin their wit and learning , let them- 


lelues be Carried away with the applauſe ofthe 
people ? And for thoſe who puffed vp with 3 
vain knowledge , vndertake to write , and 
teach what they know not; and will not re- 
trat what they haue once ſaid , prone to err, 
and heady and pertinaciousin defending their 
errors ? But yet more ſtupendious is the humi- 
lity of Saint Auguſtin, which isreſplendent in 
the books of his confeſſions, ſeing that in them 
vith ſuch clarity , ſimplicity, and truth he ma- 
Difeſts his wonnds, diſcouers, conteſſes, and 
laments the fins of his youth: that hereby all 
the world may ynderſtand his miſeries , and 
the mercies ot our Lord 3 and is not aſhamed 
(having been a finner) to be eſteemed what 
be was, that he might more contound himſelf 
vithin himſelf , and teach vs by his humility, 


that this kind of confuſion is gloriousto God, 
Tom. 2, 


and profitable to himithatſo confounds hime 
ſelf. Bnt what ſhall I fay of the innumerable, 
and molt rich vertues, which our holy Door 
built ypon this moſt firm, and moſt profound 
toundation of humility? He had an exceſſive 
louc of holy poyerty , and treated the affairs 
of temporall riches with wonderfull circuny- 
{pettion, He gaue large alms to the poor out 
of rhe revenues of the Church; and employed 
herein the offerings of the faithtull. And the 
Saint vnderſtanding once,that the people mur- 
mured at the rems which the Clergy had, he 
ſpoke to the people , and told them that he 
had rather liue vpon the ofterings aud alms of 
the people , then haue the adminiſtration of 
the rents ; and that if they pleaſed , he would 
wolt willingly yecld vp all that concerned 
himſelt therein : but x people would not 
conſent vato his propoſal. Neuer would Saint 
Auguſtin keep the key, nor the ſeal of the 
treatury of the Church , where its rents were 
Kept : but he committed this care to others, 
who at the end of the year gave an account 
of what yas recciued , and ot what was CX » 
pended, As litle would he purchaſe an inhe- 
ritance, or 4 farme zalthoughit any body left 
oneto the Church , he commanded it to be 
recciued., Yet the truth is that he would not 
lometimes accept of certain legacys, becauſe 
the heirs of thoſe that left them were poor. A 
certain man made a donation of an inheri- 
tance to the Churchot Bona , and ſent the 
writings toS, Auguſtin : atter ſome years he re= 
pented himſelf othis good deed, & defired the 
Saint, that he would rcturn him bis wiitings. 
He ſtraitways gaue him them , though he adui- 
ſed him of the danger oftaking trom God that 
which once isgiuen him. But the world being 
alwaies ready to take occaſion to ſpeak ill of 
whatlocuer the ſcruants of God do,the people 
began to murmur at this liberality ot Saint 
Auguſtin , and to ſay, that he wronged the 
poor , and that many would not make the 
Church their heir, becauſe be would not ad. 
mitthe legacys which thoſe that dyed left in 
their laſt wills and teſtaments. The Saint made 
4 ſermon about this matter, and in it amongſt 
other things ſaid : He that difiaberits bis ſon to 
make the Church bis heir , let him ſeck, anotber 
that Will accept of it , and not «Auguſtin, and 1 
pray God that he may not find one that Will 
admit of bis donation. Finally be was ſo libera 
to the pocr,that hauing not wherewithall t 
relicue them; he cauſed the facred vtenfils of 


the Chuich to be ſold, and the money to be 


diſtributed amongſt them : and if 4 rich gar- 
ment was giuen him, he wasaſhamed to wear 
it , and commandcd it to be fold : that ſeing 
the robe could not be common to many , the 
price of it might, 4nd when he had not more 
to give, he told the people very plainly, how 
that now he had not wherewithall to giue 

Lll alms, 
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alms , and that they muſt either giue to the 
poor themſclues, orels to him to giuc tothem. 
For he bad learnt of his maſter S. Ambroſe 
this ſentence : Aurum Eccleſia habet , non vt 


GVST- /erwet, ſed wt eroget : That the Church has 


gold not that ſhe ſtould keep it, but that ſhe 
ſhould diſtribute jt. And the ſame Saint Au- 
guſtin was wont to ſay: Now eſt Epiſcopi ſerware 
aurum, (7 1euocare a fe meniitantis manume 
It is not the office of a Biſhop to keep gold, 
and to put away fiom him the hand ot the 
poor wan, that askeshim an alms, The ſame 
ſpirit of holy pouerty he kept in all things 
els. Hisclothing was not coitly, but ina midle 
way,to comply with his ranck and condition. 
His diet was very modetate, accommodating 
himſelf to the gueſts that cat at his table, Our 
Lord gave him a great gift of chaſtity , after 
he had deliucred him trom the follies of his 
youth , and ſanctifed him with the waters of 
holy Baptiſm : ard on his own part he helped 
himſclt much, a:king it of God continually in 
Þis praiers, as one who well knew, and had 
experienced in himſelt , that continency was 
the gift of God ; and auoyding all occaſions 
of iajling. 4nd for this cauſe he would never 
permit apy woman to live in his houſe, not 
1o wuch as his own fiſter , nor neece ,nor 
coſcn, nor any other, how holy ſocuct ſhe was, 
to tzke away all occaſions of talking , or ſuf- 
pition. For he ſaid , that althoug his neece, 
was his neece , and his fifler his fifter, yet the 
ſcruants of his hfler , or neece, were neither 
his neeces , nor his filters :and ſo might giue 
an occahon of ſcandal. He was very wary nc- 
ther to be with, nor to ſpeak with any woman 
alone , but in A rare Caſe , and of great im- 
portance, Hc would not viſit the monaſterys 
| of women without great neceſſity, He was 3 
proteſt enemy of all detraQions, eſpecially a- 
gainſt thoſe that were abſent: and becaule at 
meals the tongue is commonly more free, and 
ſubje& to laſh out , beſides the reading which 
the Saint had at his table , be bad made this 
Diſtich to be written there vponthe wall: 
Buiſquis amat diflis abſentum rodere vitanm, 
Hans menjam vetitam nouerit eſſe fit. 
That is to ſay: 
Who of the al{ent lowes to talk amiſs , 
Muſt know this table him forbidden is. » 
 . And whea ypon I time ceitain Prelates, 
catir.g at Saint Auguſtins table , began to de- 
traft , the Saint 1aid vnto them : cither let 
thoſe verſes be blotted out, or leaue off your 
diſcours: and 1f neither of the two be don ,1 
will riſe from the table. But what ſhall I fay 


of hisprudence in all his aQions ? eſpecially of 


thoſc three ſo prudentand wholſom counſels, 
which Saint Ambioſe obſexued, and gave the 
ſame to Saint Auguſtin ? that he ſhould be no 
maker of mairiages , by reaſon of the quarrels 
which arc wont to be afterwards betwixtthc 


warried couples : that he ſhovig counſel ng 
body to be a ſoldier, nor to go to the wt” 


temperance is wont to be loſt, Wh 
texceded for any ( which was ſeldem ang; 

very particuiar caſes ) he did it with my 
civility, ſo as not to force, the will of tþ 

perſon he intreated; He would never be h 
arbitrator betwixt his friends , but yas one 
willingly between thoſe with whom he hag 
no acquaintance. For he faid , that of his 
friends be ſhould loſe him, againſt when }+ 
gave ſentence, but of ſtrangers he ſtoyl pain 
bim , for whom he gaue ſentence, He mych 
abborred thoſe who had acuſtom of ſwearing 

and puniſhed his Clericks , and his houlbold. 
ſervants with 4 ſet puniſkment when they 
ſwore , depriving them for each oath, ofone 
of the three cups of wine , which werealloy. 
ed them. 

But that which moſt aſtoniſhes me in this 


glorious DoRor is his deuotion , tendernes, 


and feeling in his praiersand contemplation, 
accompanied with the delicatenes and ſubti- 
lity of his rare wit, and fo fublime and pro. 


| found icarning. For whoſoener ſhall read at- 


tentiuely the Meditations , Soliloquys, and 
Confcſſions of Saint Auguſtin, ſhall find in 


them ſuch Celeſtial guſts, fweetneſles, & divin 


entertainments ; as if the Saint in all his lik 
had treated of no other thing , but of afeQio» 
nate and vnitive prater. Whenee it appears, 
how illuminated his vnderftandingyasvith 
divin light, and how inflamed his will with 
the love of our Lord : and that on the one 
hde he was 4 Cherubin for his knowledge, 
and on the other fide 4 Seraphim forthe ardors 
and flamipgs of his heart : ſo that ſpeaking to 
our Lord , he ſaics: & moſt /veet Lurd,s gud 
Jeſus , inflame my heart With the fire of this 
rity ,that all on fire ,1 may burn With ſogrt 
flames of this ſweet lowe,as no Waters may heal 
to quench them. Thou, 6 Lord, art this lowe,Nbich 
which altaies burnes , and is newer quenchth 
SYreet Lord , good lefws , charity, and my Gul, 
ſet me all on fe with thy fire, and viththyime, 
With thy (Weetnes and pleaſantnes , with thy 
and exultation , With thy delight and concwp1+ 
cence, whichris Loly and good, chaſt andpure quit 
and ſecure , that filled With the ſwertnes of th 
| lowe, audbu1uing vith the flames of thy charty, 
| 1 maylowe thee , my God, Yith all my beart ant 
vith all my bowels, and may haue theetn #) 


foul, and in my mouth, andbefore mine eye! all 
| tinually:in ſuch ſort that no falſe aud aduiteran 


lowe may find place in me.Gront me theclear fave 
of thy loue , Which ir # continual fountain 

tears , to the end that the)e may be vitneſu"f 
this lowe , and may declare and preach , boy 
| much my ſoul lowes thee, [eeiug it 15 melted 1M) 
tears by the exceſs and ſwectues of thy10ut- And 


other whiles he was ſodelighted with the ſo 
verar 


that he ſhould not goto feaſts:becauſe atthew 2 \ 


a a  Xmm ac Goo mn mp . cy. co os. 


verain myſtery of the Incarnation , that he 


ef, fd, making his eyes two fountains of tears : 


0 


| Ar. BÞ 


Land be that Will not ſerue tbee , becauſe thou 


high create him , does Well deſerue bell , but for 


611 *® j;mthar vill mot thank theefor baving made thy 


| 
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{man,ond for bautng died for him, it 1s fitting 
lat 4 new bell should be made. At other times 
he was ſo abſorpt , and fo tranſported into 
God, that like 4 man out of himſelf ( although 
he was neuer more himſelf ) he faid thoſe 
words, which are commonly attributed to him: 
Lord, my ſoul is great{y rejoyced , wben it thinks 
that thou art God : but if by an impoſſibibity it 
would be, rhat «Auguſtin should be God , and 
ths Augufin, F shonld defire rather that thou 
rlowtdeſt be God, and that «Auguſtin 5bo uld not 
}-God,Aud how could the flames of diuin louc 
rik higher ? But let vs now gather vp our fails, 
leaſt we be drowned 1n this immens occan, 
and bottomles abyil, and learn hence in how 
higha degree this Saint had all vertves; ſeing 
that he ſo poſſeſſed the form and Queen of 
them all , charity ; and that it is no wonder, 
that God our Lord has made him fo gloriousa 
Patriarch of his Church, anda Lawgiuer and 
Father to ſo many Religious Orders, i Door, 
whom he adorned with a moſt excellent wit, 
divin wiſedom , and very heroical vertues, and 


' vhom he gaue ſo great authority , that he 


ſhould be admired and reucrenced over all his 
Church not only for his life and doAtin, but 
alſo for the ſacred religious which he inſtitu- 
ted,For the ſacred and renowned order of the 
Fremites of Saint Auguſlin, ( in which there 
alwaics haue been, and are now, moſt learned 
men, and of an exemplar life) isa child of this 
Bleſſed Father. The orders of the Canon Re- 
gulars , which are many , all flow trom this 
fountain, That of the Seruites acknowledges 
Sint Auguſtin for their Maſter' , and fights 
vader bis rule: the ſame do many other very 
yorthy Orders both Monaſtical and Military. 
Andthe great Patriarch Saint Dominik was a 
canon Regular of Saint Auguſtin, and gaue to 
hixploxious Order the rule of this Saint, vader 
which himſelf had lived, & by the obſeruance 
whereof he had attained that perfeion to 
which he arrived. The fruit which our Lord 
has drawn out of theſe holy Orders for the 
| ny his Church, it is better that the reader 

uld attentiuely conſider it , then that we 
ſhould here recount it: for it is ſogreat that it 
can not be explicated'in ſew words, and we 
can not vie many , without leaving our firſt 
delipn, and wonted brevity. 

Our Saint being now old , of ſeuenty two 
years ofape, and having gouerned his Church 
wo and thirty , broken with age , and with 
the immens labors and travels of his wkolc 
lie: out of the vehement deſire which he had 
of quietnes and leaſyre , to review his work ;, 
and to diſpoſe his ſoul for the true life, whict: 


| Is to ſee, and enjoy Ged; with the oood will 


and liking of a}l the people and Clergy(as they 
did in ſome Churches in thoſe daies)he named 


| One Eradius a Prieſtto be Biſhop after him, 
| andtodiſpatchall affairs and buſinefles, whom 
| he was to help ,if in any thing it were need- 
; full; and ſo 1t was don. And the Saint lived 
four years after, feaſting his ſoul with praier 


& contemplation, and with the delights of the 
holy Scripture, with greataffeQion aſpiring 8& 
breathing after God: with whole lout he was 
ſo wounded , and inflamed with ſuch a deſire 
toſce him, that in one of his meditations he 


 ſpeakes to him in this manner. Now o Lord, 
; nov appear unto me , an 1 hall te comforted: 


come wnto me, and my deſire Toill be accomplisbed; 
reweal thy glory, and my joy 1hall be completed; 


' for my ſoul tbirſts after thee, and my flesb deſires 
| thee : my thirſty ſon! runnes ro the fountain of 
| ing waters , and /aics, Khen tha'l F come and 


appear before the (ace of my Lord? 6 my comforter, 
When Wi? chou tome ? How long chal T exfpet? 


| thee? Sbal I not 6a 1ay fee the joy Which 1 long 


for ? Jha#l I nit jnie Hay be jatiated With that 
2lory , after Woich 1 bunger? 6 that T could be 
inebriated Xith Phat vdonferous , and delicious 
Vine, Which Þ Jo vebemently rfare ! 0 that T could 


' Artnk, of that riner of delizhts, after Which I 
thirſt ! in the mean time ,0 Lord, let tears 


be my bread and ju lenance , any and night, 
wntill it be ſaid unto my ſoul : Bebold thy God © 
wntil} she hear : Behold thy ſpouſe: Vatill this 


| bour come , feed me, 6 Lord, with my fezbr, and 
 refre:b me With my ſorrows. Thelc are the words 


ot S. Auguſtin, to declare his aff:-&ions,and 
burning defires of cternal life, Whilſt he was 


' in theſe anxietys, and conſuming away with 
| laue, our Lord permitted that the Wandalts a 


fierce and barbarouspeopte, who bad centred 


, with the Goths into Spain, ſhould paſs thence 
| into Africa, robbing and ſpoyling the coun» 


trey ,and making a cruel war vpon it. They 
came to Bona: they beleagered the city, they 
prefied and afflicted it n_ , tothe great grief 
of the holy Prelate , ſcing the wiſerics and 
calamitys which his ſheep did fuffer, And the 
fiege having now laſted three months, he bum 
bly beſought our Lotd, that be would cithee 
frce him from that miſery, or give him patience 
toendure it , or cls take him out of this pres 
ſeat life, that he mightnot ſce the deſtrution 
of his people. Our Lord granted him this laſt, 
and gauc him a (barp ficknes, of which he ſtrait 
vaderſtood that he ſhould dy : and although 
he was ſo well prepared ,and ſo dcfirous to dy 
(as we have faid)yet he commanded the feuen 
Penitentiall Pſalms to be written out , and 
placed before him where he might read them 
as he lay in his bed, and thatnone ſhovld be 
permitted to come ynto him, but the Phyhtians 
and thoſe that tended him : and it was don 


accordingly for the ſpace oftwelue daics. He 


olten 


Saint Auguſtin, Bishop, and DoRor of the Church, 676 
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often read thoſe Pſalms with great tendernes, 
m=— nd abundance of tcars, He recciucd the Sa- 
28. craments, and ſaid that no Chriſtian how ver- 
Av- tuouſly, and laudably ſoeuer he had liued , 
GVST+ ought to dy, without doing fiſt condign,and 
conuenient pennance for his fins. His hour 
being now come, in the preſence of his ch1l- 
dren, who ſhed many tears , he gaue vp his 
bleſied ſoul , to him who had created it for his 
ſo greatglory , ypon the eight and twentith of 
Auguſt, being ſeuenty fix years ald, and hauing 
gouerned moſt holily the Church of Bona 
thirty fix, in the year of ourLord four hundred 
thi:ty and three , according tos. Proſper , dil- 
ciplz of Saint Auguſtin, and four hundred and 


thirty, according to Cardinal Baronivus, in the | 


raign of Theodorus the yonger , and Yalcnti- 
nia Emperors. = | 

The poor ſeruant of Chriſt made no will, 
for he had nothing todiſpoſe of. He was bu 
ried ia the Church of Saint Stephen which he 
had tounded. He left the Church well turniſhed 
with Clergy men , and the Monaſterys filled 
with Morks, and Nunns, He was preſent at 
ſcuen Councils, which were celebrated in his 
time in Atrica , and figned thewn all. Aſter his 
death, the Wandalsin the fourteenth month 
of the ſiege, entred the city of Bona, and def 
troyed it ;and the Chriſtians took the ſacred 
body of Saint Auguſtin, and his Mitre , and 
Paſtoral aff, and carried them into the Ifland 
of Sardinia , of which in procels of rime , the 
Saracens made themſelves maſters. Luitpran- 
dus Kirg of the Lombards , giuing them a 
great price for it,,got-his holy budy, and tran- 
ſlateditto Pavia,and there honorably enterred 
it in a Church that he built , called Ce/a avrea. 
The Roman Maityrologe makes mention ot 
this Tranſlationvpon the eight and twentith 
of February. There it is to thisday in adouble 
Monaſtery of his Religious,in one part where- 
ot. ( which is as it were a Monaſtery by it 
ſclt) are Friars Eremites of Saint Auguſtin and 
inthe other fart live Canon Regulars, and 
both together ſipg thedivin office in the ſame 
Chutch: both the one and the other Religious 
defiring. like good children,to poflel(s that pre- 
tious treaſure , and to honor their Bleſſed Fa 
ther.At the time of the departure of S. Augulſti! 
ovt''of this lite was gathered the Council ©, 
Ephcius ,to which the Emperor Theodoſius 
the yonger called the holy Doctor : but when 


his letters came , the Saint was already dead, | 


Many and great miracles are -not recounted 
to haue been don by him in hislile : but him- 
{c|t wasa very great miracle and diuin prodigy: 
only Poſhdonius lajes , that fometimes when 


he was Piicſt , and other whiles when he was | 


Biſhop, they beſought bim to.muke his prac: 
for certain that were poſſefled and that whilli 
with many tcars.he was making of-it, the 


Giuels went forth, and the pofletied perſons] 


657 Saint Auguſtin, Bichop and Door of the Churg, 


p 


were freed. He writes moreoue 
Saint Auguſtin being once ſick i wr u. 
brought a ſick wan to him tothe engg,.”) Uh, 
ſhould put bis hands vpon lim, thah this A 
means he might recover bis health, TheSains 
anſwered that it he could have Cured anyh ry 
dy, he would in the firſt place have Cured hj - 
ſelf , but Be was not of fo AIcat merit a 
able to pive health to others : but yaders | 
ding , that the ſick man came vnto him by he 
ordination of almighty God ; he laid his hand 
vpon him, and inſtantly he was cured.Beſides 
the Saints , Popes, and Councils, Which ye 
bave cited abouc, tour Popcs, Martin, Gelaſius, 
Leo , and Bonitace the eighth, antl the ”y 
hxh,and feucnth Synod make honorablener. 
tion of Saint Auguſtin, Note , that amongſt 
the Sermens of Saint Ambroſe there is found 
one which treats ofthe Baptiſmof S. Auguſto 
it is the ninety ſecond : and it has deceived 
and made many to err, thinking that indeed 
Saifit Ambroſe was the author ofit , who wy 
not, but ſome idle map (not to ſay lyar) who 
vnderthe name offo glosiousan author endez. 
uored to give ſome colour. to his falſitys : a, 
is euidently proucd by Cardinal Baronius in 
his Annals: 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Hermes Martyr. 
| fl 


+. HE Bleſſed Saint Alexander, 
& Pope and Martyr , was a great 
2 ſcruant of God, and by hus holy 
3 liſe , admirable dodtin ,and ins 
| & numerable miracles which be 
wrought , conuetted to the faith of Chrilt out 
Sauiour 43 great part of the Romap Genty, 
Among which was one Hermes, a very noble 
anda very rich man, and Govcrnor ofthe cit 
of Rome: who having ſecn his ſon raiſedhon 
death to life , illuminated with light from 
lieauen , received holy Baptiſin, together wit 
his wife , and children , and Siſter Theodor, 
and all his family., which conſiſted of4thov 
ſand two hundred and fifty perſons, He ga 
liberty to his ſlaues, and tothe poor ,anc0 
his ſeruants a good part of his wealth, adi 
his ſon the gouernment of his houſe,prepariny 
himſelt for Martyrdom. The -conucrfio 
Saint Hermes madea great noyle throug 
vut the city , becauſe hc was aperſon ol juch 
note and quality , and ſo well known- T 
Pete Aurelius commanded him to beappre* 


ber:ded together with Saint Alezancer,a0 
committ 


Mo : s 
Maſter of the camp, who had a daugh 
- Ay p ef, "alled Balbina very fick of the Kings cuil. 
inf  Ourious compaſſionating Saint Hermes faid 
bo. T, no him , that be wondered that 4 man of 
ms ſuch quality, and ſuch high dignity , and held 
be for 3 wiſe and diſcreet manas he was, would 
in. fer bimſelfto be ſo abuſed, and for 4 fooliſh 
the ſuperſtition would loſe ſo great honor, nobili- 
and ty, and riches ,and be baſcly ſettered in 4 filthy 
ides rriſon, and ſeing that the. bappines of man 
we ended with his life, and that he was only once 
ſivs, to be born and once to'dy, when he could 
itth, enjoy the pleaſures and goods of this lite , he 
_ would rather make choice of the ſufferings 
npſt and miſerics which: he endured , ſeing they 
und could auail and profit him nothing, S.Hermes 
fn, anſwered him that himſelf had been in the 
ued, fame ctror, but Saint Alexanderhad freed him 
deed from it , and had alſo reſtorcd life to a ſon of 
Was his, and fight to his ſeruant and nurs: more- 
who ouer he ſolucd his arguments , and compaQed 
deze vith hid, that if S. Alexander, who was bound 
tw in chains in another priſon, ſhould come that 
WS 1 night to viſit Hermes, Quirinus ſhould em- 
brace the faith of Chriſt, Quirinusdoubled his 
fetters and guards vpon Saint Alexander,that 
5 he might not be able toget out otpriſon, and 
A, come to —_ Hermes: 4 _ —_— 
 conducte an Anpel, who appeared vato 
ry him with a Ar in i” band , in the (ſhape of 
3 child , of about five years old, came to the 
[ houſe of Quirinus, and viſited Saint Hermes, 
| and cured Balbina , Quirinus his daughter, of 
the Kings evill : whereupon Quirinus and all 
1 his family , illuminated by light from heaucn, 
on} made themſclues Chiiſtians, and were all of 
der, them afterwards Martyrs of our Lord : for the 
"= Prefet Autelian, having vndeſtood what had 
holy ed, commanded all thoſe that had becn 
lite endye be putintoa ſhip, and with ſtones 
h be tyed to their necks to be caſt out into the 
out deep ſea. Quirinus was diuerſly tormented,and 
ay. at laſt behcaded : and Saint Hermes paſſed the 
ol fame ſentence , whoſe body his ſiſter Saint 
C cl Theodora took, and burieditin the way called 
rom Salatia,not far from Rome, The Martyrdom of 
ge Saint Hermes was vpon thecight and twentith 
We of Auguſt, ypon which the holy Church cele- 
dot brates it ; and it. happened in the year of our 
thot- Lord one hundred thirty and two , Adrian 
gale being Emperor. Pelagius the ſecond Pope of 
nd that name , adorned -andilluſtrated the place 
z00to Where Saint Hermes was buried. Allthe Mar- 
arlly tyrologes make mention of his Martyrdom; 
on dl « elpecially that of Ado , which treats more 
oug lagely of it , taking out of the «Ads of Saint 
f fuck Alexander Pope , what is there written con- 
2 The cerning it , which aCsarcin the third tome of | 
mW Surius, 
9 
nittcd 


committed him to the charge of Quirinus Tri 


Saint Hermes Martyr. 
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THE DECOLLATION AND MAR- 
gyrdom of Saint Tohn Baptiſt. 

()« holy Church celebrates the feſtwity 
| of the decollation, and martyrdom of 
the great Precurſor of our Lord Saint Tohn 
Baptiſt: the ſtory whereof, taken out of the 
holy Euangeliſts , Saint Matthew , and Saint 
Mark , is as followes, Herod Antipas , ſon to 
Herod Aſcalonita, who killed the Janocents, 
was Tetrarch,and for the power which he had 
as King, is called king in the holy Scriptures : 
and was brother to «Archclaus, and he who 
mockedour Saniouron the day of his paſſion, 
and he who commanided the Bleſſed Saint Iobn 
Baptiſt to be beheaded , becauſe he repre« 
hended him for hauing taken away from his 
brother Philip, being yctaliue, his wife Hero» 
dias , and entertaining her publikely as his 
concubin. The kings bli inordinate loye 
was moſt vehemcnt and the batred $& deteſta« 
tion which Herodias had of S. lohn was moſt 
cruel , becauſe ſhe feared , that by the great 
opinion of his ſanQity ; he would at length 
withdraw the king from his lewd conuerfatie 
on with her. The ſcandal of al} the people was 
very great and the miſchief very vniuecrſal: for 
ſuch as the head is, ſuchare the members wont 
to be, and ſabjc&s take for 2 pattern the acti» 
ons of their Princes, For which canle the hoty 
Saint Iohn , inflamed with 4 zeal of the glory 
of God, and tranſpierced n__ to ſee him 
thus oftcnded, like a true preacher of heaucn, 
who rec God more then men ( al 
he ſaw t er, and kriew that ſuch 3 free= 
dom might coſt him his life } did not ceaſe to 
ſay ,and to tell Herod again and again : New 
 liget tibs habere wxorem fratris tmr: It is not 
 lawtfull for thee to keep the wife of thy bro- 
ther. Which the wicked king extremly reſen- 
ecd, and Herodias, like an infernal fury, caſt 
about flames of fire , ſecking all occaſions to 
kill the holy Prophet. And although Herod 
feared S, lohn, knowing that he was 4 holy, 
anda juſt man , and renerenced him, and hea« 
red him willingly, anddid many things whictz 
he counſelled him,notwithſtanding the things 
which be did were of ſmall importance;and 
did them more out of ceremony, and to ſatisfy 
the people , then outof atrue affeion and to 


N the nine and twentith day of Aupuſt 


Tom, a, 


ſatisfy his conſcience , and to comply withhis 
| duty , which obliged him to take away the 
M a ma ſcaadal, 


m—=——_— 
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GVST-. 


ſcandal , that by his ſin he cauſed in all the 

ople. On the one fide he reverenced him as 
4 Saint , and onthe other fide he feared him 
as A reprehender 6 hs vices. He heard him 
willingly , yet he. was troubled when he ad- 
tmoniſhed him of his faults: he tock delight 
in his reaſons and diſcours ,yet abborred the 


liberty with which he taxed bis diſhoneſty :io : 
-a word there was a combat in the Kings 
heart, betwixt. the iefpect which he bore him | 


as 3 Saint, and his hatred of him as his judge: 
betwixt his admiration of the manners of 
Saint Ioha ; and the-blame ok bis &wn: But 
Princes being made to; live according. to their 
guſt, and not caduring. that any one ſhoald 
1eptchend them: and the paſſion of a fooliſh 


I 
£Inge FourNers blowing the fire which burncd 
40 hi. 


S. Iohn Baptiſt, andto caſt hiad into priſon, 


and alſo to take away dis |tfe, if it were ne- 


ceſſary ,to make him hold his peace. Although 
he darcd not (for a reaſon of itate) to kill him 
at preſent, for fear of prouoki 
who held Saint John Baptiſt for a greatSaint, 
and4 choſcn Prophet of God : yatill there 
came 2a conucnient time , which gaue him 
eccalion of executing what he defired, For 


defiring to celebrate the day of bisNativity, - 


_he made a ſolemn , and {ſplendid feaſt for the 
Great ones , Lords, and Captains of Galiley, 
.and after they had fupped, anddrunk latgely, 
he commanded, a daughter, which Herodias 
had, by her husband Philip, called Salome, 
yety yoog,and yet of lef{ modeſty.then. age , 
.to. come and dance there before all the com- 
.pany : and ſhe did it ſo neatly, and with ſuch 
_2 good grace , that ſhe ſo pleaſed the king, 
and all that were preſent, that the king bad 
her ask him 4 1eward, for though ſhe ſhould 
' a:k him the halt of his kingdom , he would 

give it her ; and] this he affirmed withan oath. 
' The girl conſulted with her mother what ſhe 


ove, holding Herod captiue , and his flatte- ' 


in his hcart , and Herodias caſting oyl conti» 
nually vpon it, the king reſolued to apptchend ' 


the people, 


1 


The Decollation of Saint Tobn Bapciſt, 


eompenſe a girl for her dancing. Buttofulgl 


> 


the oath which hchad made , alhoughiz . 


been batter not 80: have fulfilled it , nor . ," 0 
have added to one 'fin another yet preates *s, 
and. that he might not be held for abghtang k 
vnconſtant man , he commanded one of bis 
guard, that he ſhould go to the priſon , and 
cut off the head of the Baptiſt , and Pie itto 
the damicl, And this 1s the: ſumm of th 
which the holy Evangcliſts fay concernj 


the Decollation: and Martyrdom of this divin 
|-Prophet, and moſt excellent Precurſor of our 


Lord. There want nat authors who lay , that 
they knew: by divin revelation, that our $4. 
viour Icſus Chriſt, as be waspreſent, beingin 
the womb, of bis blefied mother, atthebinh 
ofS.glokn , ſo he wasalſopreſentathisdeath 
which is the true birth of the luſt, For ifSaing 


Stephen in the time of his combat, and when 


' with this the damſel returned to Herod , and | 


' of Herod was not true but teigned : becauſe 


| Kill Saint Lohn. Saint Chryſoltom, Evthymius, - 
and Theophylat lay, that it wasa-true gricf, - 


it ,laking away the lite of aholy man, to 1c- | 


ſhould ask :and ſhe taking that occaſion (if | 
. ſhe had not before complotted and contrived | 
it with the king ) commanded her to ask the !} 


head of the Baptiſt, who was ja-priſon : and | 


faid vato him : 7 vil that immediately thou 
giueſt me in & disb the head of Tobn Baptiſt. 
"The king hearing that demand , was ſad,or at 
Icaſt wade a ſhew to be fad, Saint Hilary, 
Saint Hicrom , and Strabo ſay that the tadnes 


Saint Mathew writcs that Herod :defared to + 


becaute although he defied to kill hitn ,yct | 
he defired not that it ſhould be donafter this 
manner , for the infamy he ſhould wcurr by -| 


they were fioning of him, ſaw Chiiſt at the 
right hand: of: his father , ſtanding ; as it vere 
to aid and afiiſt him ; and we readin theliues 
of the Saints,that ous Loid often fimescame 
to viſit them at the hour of their death, and 
to receive their ſouls : what wonder isit, 
that be ſhould do hiam alſo 4his fauor, who 
was (o near to him , bothin fleſh, andfyirt, 
-and endowed with more , and greater ,privi 
ledges then other: Saints ?'Moreover Saint 
Hicrom writes, that the wicked daughtercy- 
rying the ; bead of Saint Ioho Baptiſt to her 
wicked mother ,when Herodias fay it , not 
| contenting herſelf to ſce: her enemy now 
| dead, whow ſhe ſo much fearcd,and abhorred, 

with thc rage and fary of & woman ſhetran(- 
piercet with 4 needle the tongue of the Saint, 
in reuenge of what he bad ſpoken againit 
her. 

But who does not admire at ſo new,and 
fo travge a thing as this ? who is notaſtogi» 
ſhed at the ſecret judgements of God?who-i 
not drowned in the gulf, and bottom aby 
of the divin providence? Who can vnderſtand 
the waics through which he leads hizcle8? 
That great friend of Ieſus Chriſt , Maſter of 
good life, model of ſanity, rulc of luftice 
cxample of Vitginity,and mirror ofpennance: 
that trompet of heaucn, voice of Chuilt ,s- 

Cretary of the Father , Precurſor of the lon, 
temple of the Holy Ghoſt , and ſanfuar of 
all the moſt holy Trinity ; andſo pericd, ol 
accompliſhed with all yertues , that amongſt 
tioſe that were born of women none Wi 


| greater then he ,that man js caſt into priſon 


by the command of a vitious, lewd fellow, be 
caulc he preached the truth to him?And tho 
fire of carnality bad ſuch power in Herod 
breaſt that he commanded the life ofthechal, 
pure ,and innocent to be taken away: 

incbriated with wine,and deceiucd bythe 

fion of laſcivioulnes , and delight , fo! the 


dance of 4 yopg gil, bedeprjucd hiskingde 


of #Prophet, 


| -of the : 
þ iy _ inflamed it with the loue of God. 


ſe From whence we may 
30 ower 


,for 4 time he ſuffers them , and difſembles 


and terreſtrial Angel ;and the 
light ofa ſun , which: ilumina- 


firſt of allinferr, how 
fall and vabridled the paſſion of ſenſual 
ightis , when it domineres in the heart , 
ſpoyles and enſlaues it , and tranſportes it 
"at of it ſelf: and the ſlaughter which it ma- 
1s and the calamitys whichit brings, when 
is joyned with the power of i tyrant, who 
icknowledges no other law, but his own will, + 
a6#puts it in execution , no body daring to 
oppole him, or conrradift his pleaſure. Beſides + 
this Saint Chryſoſtom totes; that as there is 

nothing more pious then & good woman ; ſo 

nothing is more fierce and cruel;then a wo-' 
manin choler ; neither Lion, nortyger are to' 
he compared to her: & for this the-holy Ghoſt 
has faid : Ecde, 26. There is no anger like to 
the anzer of 2 woman :and the fame Salomon 

(ies: that he had rather dwell with 4 Lion, ' 
1044 Dragon”, then with 4 wicked and tal- 

kitive woman. For as the ſame S. Chryſoſtom 

cies , lions”, tygers , and all other ſauage be» 
ts, exen voto venemous ſerpents , may be 
tmed,and made gentle, but 3 wicked woman: 
hs no cure. And it is good that they ſhould: 
mderſtand ſo much of themlſelues : that they 
may reſiſt this paſſion in the beginning? 8 not 

come to that to which Herodias came ; who 

that ſhe might live according to hor humour, 
made him loſe his life , who ſo well deſcraes | 


tb live, And-alſo that men ſhould-learn how | 


they ought to be in treating and con- 
" bn with women, and that of i licle ſpark 
i oftentimes kindled ſo great 4 fire , that at- 
terwards cannot be quenched. But that which 
ve ought principally toeye in this decollation 
of Saint Iohn , is ,the conſtancy with which 
hedied forthe truth, and the goodnes of God, 
vho would honor him with martyrdom, and 
teach vs, how mach he cſteemes chaſtity, and 
purity of ſoul ; and how little account 'we 
_ make of all the goodsofthis world, 

how in the end he will ſeverely puniſh 
thoſe , who dare to abi his Saints ; although 


and ſremes to have no providence about 
the things which we ſee 1n this world. The 
conſtancy of Saint Iohn Baptiſt in reptre- 
tending Herod , and ſtanding for vertue , and 
forthe ſaw of God was adwirable : ſcing that 
he feared, not the fury and rage of Herodias, 
nor the reſentment of Herod , nor the cruelty 
& his miniſters and ſoldiers', no nor death it 
kf, which was ſet before him. Becauſe he 
key very well , that as a preacher of God, | 
and ambaſſador of our Lord , to prepare the | 
Way for him, he was obliged to preach the 
ruth, and to dy tor it, andto giue example 
w the preatt e's of the Goſpel, and publick 


| this his bleſſed Precurſor , and mitror of all 
| fanQity. God gaue this ſo great conſtancy 


— 
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| gns, of loue, ,and fear , of ambition ; and 
| gouctoulnes, of flattery and ouer much worl- 


ily prudence, andbreak throughall when the 
honor and glory of God'is concerned: : as did 


and fortitude to Saint Iohn , becauſe he would 
honor him with the crown of martyrdom , to - 
the end that this title, and ſo excelleat a giſt 
might not be wanting to him:\, whom he had 
choſen for his o ſpecial , and beloucd friend. : 
and adorncd with the privitkedpesand laurels, + 
of Dofor , and Virgin ;andall; the other pres': 
rogatiues we haue ipoken ofin/his life. And fa- 
there is no doubt, '/but that Sain»John was 4: 
Martyr'and a moſt glorious and renowned : 
martyr, and light of martyrs ; fcing that bes : 
tween the birth and death of Chriſt, he lett vs. . 
the example of a moſt conſtant martyr : and 
alſo that the martyrdom ofSaint Iohn Baptiſt 
1s more tobe eſtcemed, then that of the other: 
martyrsof the new Teſtament , who died for 
Chriſt , after that Chriſ}, had died forthem?: 
and ſo the example of our Lord iacited gheww 
to be grateful},to giue their life for that Lord, 
who with ſuchan immens charity had given: 
his for them , and knew , that by dying they. 
were to begin their true life, and to ga. ta. 
heaven, to enjoy eternally the beatifying prs 
ſence of God. Bat Saint Iobon had not [nk 
this example; not when he died bad our Loxd 
died for him.andhe knew that the-gate of 
paradiſe was'to be:ſhut, vntill Chriſt our Logd 
ride ſron deatts to life ſhould afcend to heas 
ue, and openit ;and that in the mean time 
he was to be in. Lymbus with the other holy 
Fathers, exſpeing their pexteft:redemption, 
And it isalfo very confiderable, that our 
Lord deſigning Saint John for 4martyr,would 
have him to be fo for the defence of purity 
and chaſtity.*To the end- that. hexeby we 
ſhould vnderſtand the price and worthof this 
ineſtimable zewel, ſcing that his great fauorite 
and friend gave bis life. for it ;and oppoſed 
bimſclt tothe vehement rage of 4 furious 
king , who by force had taken away his own 
brothers wife from him , and kept her as his 
concubin, How great then is the excellency 
andglory of that vertue , tor whoſe defence 
the great" Baptiſt ſhed his blood ? And how 
great is the foulnes, and abominablenes of 
that fin , againſt which this diuin voice -cx- 
clamed with ſogreat force and vehemency, 
euen vnto his death ; and after his death cries 
lowder with the voice of hisown blood,then 
did the blood of Abel ? And after all , what 
ſhall I ſay of the contempt that we ought to 
hauc ofthe britle and frail things of taismi- 
ſcrable lite , and of the price we ought to ſet 
ypon thoſe that arecternal and laſting, feing 
the ſacred head of A perſon mo.e divin then 


Frlons , that they put off all human affe&i- 


human , ſold ,for the vain cogteatment.of 4 
cruel 
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feing that the life of 4 martyr is not loſt by de ath 


ſee an adultereſs ,lefr not only his extersor TAr- 


deſert for 4 priſon. With good reaſon 


- that be did not only reprebend adultery ,but alſo 
' by the lone of Uirgimty ouercame the boneſs 
delights of 4 lawful matrimony. And if Saint 
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cruel man, and for the dance of a ſhamelcs 
wanton girl .at the inſligation of an adulte- 
rous and furious woman , who thought ſhe 
could not liue without the death of the holy 
Prophet ? It we look vpon this ſtory only 
with the eyes of our fleſh, it wil ſeem to vs, 
that God has no providence or care of haman 
affairs, ſeing that the bad prevail againſt the 
good,and an adultercf{ triumphs oger the 
chaſt, and 4 wicked and crucl judge , oucr a 
holy and innocent Prophet. Butif we open 
the cycs of our foul, we ſhall ſee , that all 
things here below are but duſt and rubbiſh, 
and that only is to be eſteemed , which rc- 
mains for ever: and that it was agreat and 3 
moſt incomparable glory to Saint Iohn, that 
he was impriſoned for the truth , and offered 
bis neck to the ſword, and obtained hereby 
the own of 4 glorious martyr, but as for He- | 
rod whocommanded him to be killed , there 
followed himthe hatred and abomination of 
all mankind together with perpetuall igno- 
miny and diſgrace. qd ſo ſaies Saint Peter 
Chryſologus , ſpeaking to Herod in theſe 
words : Tpon the ſame day that thow didſt end 
thy birth-day, Saint Fobn Was born for beazen ; 
and thine as ended , and his begun : for the juſ 
man then begins to live when he dies for Chriſt 


but changed into & better life. "By death be be- 
came more glorious, who died temporally that be 
might liue erernally.Thow dyeſt 13 lining , and 
John lines in dying. Thos baſt alreaty left, and 
boft that purple robeWwbich thou Woreft, and Sant 
Fobn is alwaies cdothed Yvich that ſtole of immlbr. 
zality , which bimſelf dyed With his own blood. 
Thy gueſts nov are partners With thee in thy 
torment , and Saint lobn fitts at the table of the 
king of beauen , with the Suires of «Angels He 
bears continually the muſick, , and barmony of 
beauen {7 thon beareſt the lamentable bowlings, 
and gnarbings of teeth of hell, and be who was 


condemned, and giuen for 4 recompence of the | 
impure loue of an acultereſs, and 2 dancing girl, | 


-noWv enjoyes in the eternall kingdom the reward 
of bis wertwes, and thou With them baſt rectined 
in bell the wages of thy wnjuſt ſentence. Foſepb 


that he might fly from an adultereſ} , left bis 
cloak in ber bands, and Tobn that be might not 


ment , but bis wery body, Foſeph that. be might 
not commmit ———— vent to priſon, 
and Iohn for to reprebend aduitery changed bis 

Jobs FI 
greater then all that are bor of women , ſeing 


Tobn Who vas fo great , and [eparated from Woe 
menin the wildernes couldnot eſcape their hands; 


Who is there, that kuing amongſt them, can bope 


ts be delinered from them , Without great care, 


E 


and watch{ulnes, if our Lord fo not aeliner b; 
by his boly ſpitit , and bold bin ith bj; a 
All this is out of Saint Peter Chrylologs, 


But Chriſt our Lord did notonly chajize 4 


| 


Y, 


Herod , and Herodias and her daughter inthe en} 


other life with etcrnall puniſhment (although 
that alone be ſufficient and 18 only wort, to 
be feared ).but allo afflifted himin this li 
and diſgraced him , and depriued him of his 
kingdom : and he had great wars with Aretas 
King of Arabia , for having pur' away!hus 
daughter, who was his lawtull wi ©, and tas 
ken Herodias in her place: and Herods 
was routed and detcatcd ; as Joſephus writes 
in the book of bis Antiquitys: and Herod x. 
terwards was baniſhed to Lions in France 
where he was with Herodias : and both of 
them having fied thence towards Spain 
dyed conſumed with grief and anguiſh of 
heatt.. And as for the dancing damſel, whofor 
the reward of her impudency demanded the 
head of Saint Iohn, Metaphraſtes, and Nice. 
phorus Calixtus write , that ſhe dyed in thi 
manner, Going a journey in the wintcrtime 
when it was very cold, ſhe wouldpaſſouer 
river that was frozen (for greater ſecurity)on 
foot. As ſhe was going ouer ,the ice broke and 


the ynbappy creature fell into the river , her 


head remaining aboue the yce : and being ac 
cuſtomed to dance , ſhe ſo moued her bo in 
the water , that her head was cut off by the 
force of the yce , to the admiration of the 
beholders , and by the juſt judgement of God, 
who (as we ſaid) although he ex{prftsſufken, 
and diflembles, to the end that the ſinner may 
repent , and do.-pennance ; in the end ſtrikes 
and puniſhesſo much more ſeuerely , by how 
much his paticnce and for bearancc has becn 
the greater. The death of the holy Precurſor 
was about Eaſter (as the Roman Manyrologe 
faics, and Venerable Bede obſerves )butbe- 
cauſe the Church at that time is buſy incele- 
brating the ſacred myſteries of our Lordspd- 
fion,, the feſtiuity of the decollation of Saint 
Ioha is transferred to the nine and tyentith 
of Auguſt , which is the day vpon which his 
pretious head was found the fecond time, Ft 
after that the diſciples. of . Ioho yaderſtool 
that thir maſter was beheaded in priſon, the 
took his body , and buricd it with great ie 
ſcntment at Sebaſte,which is Samaria,vctWe 
the two holy Prophets, Heliſcus, and Abdi, 
and there God wrought many mil 
him : as Saint Hicrom recounts ypon the to! 
pheſy of Abdias. p 
Concerning the head of S. Iohn Baptil, 
Ruffinus, and the Authors of the Tripati® 
Hiſtory, Bede, and Simeon Metaph do 
writc , that Herodias buried it in her own 
pallace, fearing leaſt it ſhould riſe again, 
joyn it ſelf to the body , and again rep 
het for her adultery. It was hiddca many Fi 
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vntill that the Saint reuealed it to certain res 
lojous men » WHO Were Come to Hieruſalem 


9 cof deuotion : and of this firſt invention 
IV- 1. RomanMartyrologe makes mention vpon 


the four and twentith day of February. But 
to day the nine and twntith of Auguſt was 
the ſecond Jnuention of that ſacred head: : 
which was found in the time of the Emperor 
Valens,and he defiring to carry it to Conſtan- 
tinople with duce honor and reverence , could 
never doit : for he being an Arrian heretick, 
God would not do him fo great a fauor, celer- 
ving it for the moſt pious and deyout Prince 
Theodofius the Elder: who tranſlated che head 
of the holy Precurſor, with great pomp and 
ſolemnity to Conſtantinople, and built hima 
{ymptuous Church : and ſor this reaſon is cc- 
Jebratcd to day inthe Church the Decollation 
of Saint loba Baptiſt, And alſo , for that the 
{ame Emperor Theodofius hauing comman- 
ded, that all the temples of the Idols ſhould be 
thrown down, this command coming to Ale« 
xandria, when Theophilus was Biſhop of that 
city , the Chriſtians threw down the famous 
jdol of Serapis , with the great _ and la+ 
mentation of the Heathens : and in that place 


founded 4 Church and conſecrated it vpon 


this day to our Lord, vader the name of Saint 
John Baptiſt, and put there his holy Relicks, 
Whereby ſuperſtition , and the vain worſhip 
offals Gods ceafed in a great part in that Pros 


vince, and our holy religion began to flouriſh | 


much. The holy Precurior payed Theodoſtus 
yell for his deuvtion , and for the ſcruice he 
hddon him : for before he vadertook the 


perilous war, which he made againſt Euge- 


nius the tyratit, the good Emperor retired | 


timfe|finto the Church of Saint Iohn Baptiſt; 
which he had built, to make hispraier, and to 
take him for his aduocate and patron in that 
expedition : and it availed him ſo much, that 
la the'ticic ofthe batle between Theodoſius 
and Eugenius the tyrant , there went a diuel 
out of this very Church ofSaint lohn Baptiſt; 
making hideous howlings , and clamours a- 
fainſt Saint Iohn, and ſaying thele words : 
Thos Wilt overcome me and defeat my army. As 
S0zomen recounts. Which is an evident ſign of 
llefavor which the holy Precurſor did Theo- 
ous, recompeniing his devotion and ſer- 
uce with ſo fignal 4 victory, Far Cifferent was 
this piety of Theodofius from that which the 
vicked Apoſtat Iulian endeauourcd to do 
34ſt the Relicks of this glorious Martyr, 
For havin 
nual nirackes, which God wrought at his ſe- 
pulcher, he wentabour to cauſe his holy body 
(0 be burnt ,and the aſhes to be caſt iatothe 
ur; thinking by this means to cxtinguiſhthe 
glory of Chriſt : andineffeRthe Heat 2ens his 
aniſters attempted, and in part did what they | 


led, with great fury and impicty, But our f 


Tom. 2, 


vnderood the great and conti-| / 


| 
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Lord provided , that certain of his ſeruants 


ſhquſd come at that tinie from Hieruſalen ty —— 
Sebaſte,where that ſactiledge was committed: 29» 
who ming!ing themſclucs couertly amongſt A v- 
the other people , gathered vp many of the vst, 


bones, and precious relicks of Saint Tohn : 
and after the death of Julian ,-his ſepulcher-- 
was repaired,and honored with great concurs 
of the faithfull: as we lcart out of S Hierom, 
Aſtcrwards in proceſs of time, the head of 
Saint Tohn Baptiſt was brought to Rome,and - 
and was placed in the monaſtery of Saint - 
Sylueſter, where it is at preſeat; as the Roman 
Martyrologe faies. And becauſe the head of 
S. lohn Baptiſt is there, the Chaich is called 
Saint Sylueſters ad Caput : as Baronius obſer- 
ues : which the curious reader may fee in his 
Annotations vpon the Roman Martyrologe, 
andin the fourth tome of his' Annals : Father 
Caniſius has the fame in that which he writes 
of Saint Iohn Baptiſt, againſtthe hereticks of 
our times, The Relicks of this moſt glorious | 
Precurſbr, by reaſon of the deuotion which 
the faithfull hauc to him , haue been diſperſed 
in a manner throughtout the whole: world, in 
Alexandria, in Cyrus , acity of Syria,in Fran«: 
cc, and in ltaly ; and Saint Paulinus Biſhop 
of Nola placed them in his Church : any:S.' 
Gaudentius Biſhop of Breſcia in his. The.fin-: 
ger with which che holy Precurſor pointed 
our our Saviour, they ſay isin Malta,the heads 
place of the order of the knights that fight 
vnder his facred name'; andhis aſhes are ins 
the city of Genua ina chappe) of the Cathe« 
dral Church of Saint Laurence: and. arc.kepr 
and reuerenced with very preatdeuorion,and 
God workes many ntiracles by them,eſpecially 
when the ſcarages, when expofingthe aſhes 
before it , it becomes calm-Ovur Lord has alfo 
enriched other Proutnnces with the precious 
treaſure of the relicks of Saint Ilohn Baptiſt, 
and has wrought great miractes through his 


interceſſion, Some of which Saint Gregory of 
Tours recounts ,' in his book of the glory. of 
the Martyrs,-a3 docs alſo Lipoman./The Mar« 


tyrdom of the holy Precurſor was in the three 
and thirtith'year of our Lord ;and 4 year be» 
fore his paſſion. Beſides the holy Evangcliſts, 
all the martyrologes , the Roman, thoſe of 
Bede, Vluard,and Ado write of the decollation 
of Saint lohn Baptiſt : and Saint Iohn Chry- 
foſtom in divers homilies , and Saint Peter 
Chryſologus,, and many Ecclefraſtical Hiſtae 
riographers , whom we baue cited aboues » 


Nos 
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A v- 


over. EEE 


_ -yato her : 1 vorder. much , that orgetting thy 
plkrent age, thyfather-that begot thee , and thy 


' :daick after was taken, and carried before 4 


- 
. 


| B41ts!, a5; tbe bas don many others. Saint Sabi» 


Sabina-gatbered:vp herrelicks, and keptthem 


:her , that being what ſhe was, ſhe ſhould de- 
-gtnerate from: her nobility.., and the noblc 
+ blood of her family. , and from hex husbagg, 


Saint Sabina Martyr. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT $4BIN4, 
| © Maryyr. 


=4- he: Chorch celebrates the Mar- 
CPs tyrdomrofSaint Sabina vpon the 
2- nine and twentith of Auguſt , 
} which taken out of the Marty- 
| & rologe of Ado, Biſhop of Vien- 
Na, Was as followes. Saint Sabina was 4 Ro- 
man , of a moſt honorable tamily ,; daughter 
to-Herod of Metalair -, and wife to a prime 
nobleman called Valentin.Her husband being 
dead , ſhe received into her houſe a very ver- 
tuous Chriſtian,maid , whoſe name was Sera- | 
phia :who by: her example , and good rea- 
ſons, perſwaded her to become 4 Chriſtian, 
2nd . by her diſcours ſo inflamed her with. the 
loue of leſus Chriſt,thatSeraphia being appre- 
hended for the faith, and condemned to dy, 
Saint Sabina cauld not be ſeparated from her, 
hut:followed lier to the very: place of execu- 
tion.” The Preſident Berillus ſeing her. , ſaid 


bacbundthat mantied thee, thou. sbouldeſt in ſo 
aptempibie attire foljoWv this witch and ſorcereſs, 
Wha Hkis enchantedthee, and bereaued thee of thy 


ba:anſwered him : F Wvish, 0 Preſident , that 
thiz hadſt heard Seraphia, as1 bape don, and 
hailſt weighed her true and powerfull reaſons 
(birch thou calleſt charmes)for 1 know that thou 
Sroulde## leaue the adoration, of thy fals Gods, 
And Wouldeſt acknoyledge him who alone is the 
lining and true God, and revarges the good vith 
wternall life ; and punizbes the bad With eternall 
ormentss The Preſident, altheugh the words 
-of Sabina diſpleaſcd him , bearing reſpe& to | 
theiquality ot-her perſon, let heralonc, Saint 
-Seraphia. was crowned with-azaztyrdom , and 


> et 


'asa rich and moſt pretiaus treaſure ; and ſome 


- judge , called-Elpidius. Who:much reproched 


and like 4 woman of 4 baſe and low condition } 
ſhould live aw ongſt the Chriſtians. But ſcing ! 
her very cor ſtant in the confeſſion of Teſus | 


Chrilt, and tl a: ſhe anſwered him with great | 
Jriedgn, he commanded her to be beheaded, | 
and all her goods to be confiſcated, In this 
manner the glorious martyr S, Sabina ended 
this temporallite, aud began to liuc that moſt * 


ry 
GG. ;: 


-_ 


happy and cternal life ; which all they ot,.; 
who know ſo well how to fight,and ow _ 
as ſhe knew, The Chriſtians took her body, 29, 
and buried it in the ſame tomb, where licks] Ay. 
buried her miſtreſs Seraphia.She ſuffered Vpon Gy 
the nine and twentith of Auguſt inthe year 7, 
of our Lord one hundred twenty two Adrian 
being Emperor. Surius recounts her A&gin his 
fourth tome , and confirmes what we have 
ſaid of her : & all the Martyrolopes make men. 
tion of S. Sabina. There is A very ſumptuous 
Church in Rome of her name ; in which the 
glorious patriarch Saint Dominick founded 3 
Conuent of his holy Order , and the Pope 
goes to it the firſt day of Lent , and beginnes 
the Stations, which in the other following 
daics are frequentcd in it, with great deuotion 

by all that holy city. P 
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THE LIFE. OF THE HOLY 
Martyrs, Felix , and AdaufIus, 


N the time of the Emperors Dios 
cletian, and Maximian , there were 
in Rome two holy brothers Prieſts, 
who were both called Felix, that is to (ay, 
Happy , and they were ſo no leſs in life, 
then name. The elder of the two brothers 
was apprehended by the command of the 
Emperors , and carticd tothe temple of Sc+ 
rapis to adore their fals Gods, Butthe Saint 
looking vpon the ſtatue and Idol of mettal 
which was in the temple, breathed inthe face 
of it , and immcdiatly it fell down, and brake 
in; peeccs: the ſame happened in the tewple 
of Mercury, andin that of Diana, Forwhich 
the Iudge commanded him to be cruelly tot 
mented on the rack equulews,to know ofhin 
by what ſorcery he bad thrown down , a0d 
broken in peeces their Gods. And the Salt 
anſwered : that which I haue don, I baven* 
don it by the. help of the duel , but by ti 
.vertue and power of God. The odge ind 
fury and rage cauſed him to be carriedout 
the city , by the way which leades tothe 
of Oſtia, where there was a very high Ut 
conſecrated to the diuels, and cloſe by f 
temple, in which they intended Felix ' 
offer 1{acrifice. The Saint belag Foun to l 
tree » made his: praier , and with gre# an 
dence (as if he had been tpeakingto ſome 0f- 
3) ſaid to it ; / command thee i Jenny 
my Lord leſus Chriſt , that plucked vf 1 
ruots , thiw fall pon this temple bere 9, . 
lreak in peeces the Altar, or ſtatue _ q" 
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Saint Felix, and Adaucus, Martyrs. 


t the end that hencefawvard no ſouls may be 
Jeceined by thee : which he had no 109ner ſaid, 
but the tree tell vpon the temple, and ruined 
it, and ſo broke in peeces the Idol , that one 
could not ſay that there had been cne bd fore: 
which the ludge vnderſtanding commanded 
him to be bebeaded, and his bedy to be lett 
in the fields, to be earen vp by the wolues and 
coggs. Another Chriſtian vnknown to men, 
but well known to Goud, faw him go to exc» 
cution : and vnderſtanding that he went to 
dy for Chriſt , inflamed with the loue of the 
ſane Chriſt, beganto ſay with a lowd voice: 
According to the [ame lay that this man liver , 
a0 1 line alſo. He confeſſes leſws Chriſt for God: 
and } con(eſs bim for God too : be defares to ay 
for him and jo do 1. The miniſters of Juſtice 
hearing this, layd hold on him: and by their 
permiſſion he going firſt to Saint Felix , and 
viving him the kiſs, of peace, was together 
with him beheaded. TheChriftians not know- 


[ 


inz his name called him in Latin AlautFus, 


that is to ſay added, becauſe he added or joy- 
ned himſeclt to Saint Felixas his companion, 
that he might recciue together with kim in 
heaven the crown of Martyrdom. And in the 
night they took their holy bodys and buried 
them ina great hole , which that great and 
high tree had left, which fell ypon the temple 
by the prayer of Saint Felix, The Gentils 
would haue taken them out thence , but 
the divel entred into them and tormented 
them : and afterwards in that place was 
built 4 fair Church : which being decayed, 
was repaired by Saint Iohn Pope ,as is to be 
leen in the book of the Biſhops of Rome.” The 
Church celebrates the Feaſt oftheſe Martyrs 
vpon the thirtith of Auguſt, which was the 
day of their martyrdom in the year three hun- 
dared & two ; Diocletian and Maximian being 
Emperors, That which, we haue here related, 
is taken out of Ado's Martyrologe : and the 
other Martyrologes , and thoſe of Bede , and 
Viuard make mention of theſe Saints, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT GILES A4BBOT. 


Grecian by nation , 
native of Athens, of 
the blood Royal. His 
bf father was called 
NAG Theodore , and his 
Tg wother Pelagia . 
From his childhood 
JDI< SL he applied himſelf to 
fludies , and to all works ot vertue, and eſpe- 
cially to mercy towards the poor, and to the 
ſuccouring of them in their neceſſitys, He 
went one day to the Church, and a poor (lick 
man , wholay vpon the ground in the high» 
way , ſcing of him , asked himan alms, and S. 
| * -b» coat with which he was 


AINT Giles was 4 | 


— — 


clothed, gaue it the poor man, who immedias 
tely vpon it was cured. His parents died, and 
he diſtributed his patrimony to the poor, ma- 
king our Lord heir ofall his goods, Our Lord 
wrought other miracles by him. Returning 
one day trom the Church, he met with Aman, 
who had been bitten by 4 venemous ſerpent, 
and being at the point to dy, he cured him 
by bis praicrs. Another time one poflcfled, 
with the dive] being in the Church vpon 4 
Sunday, and hindering thoſe which were in it 
from ſaying their praiers, by hideous outcryes 
and noyſes which he made, Saint Giles com- 
manded the evil ſpirit, to depart out of the 
body he poſſeſſed, 219 to leaueit free, and he 
obeyed him, By theſe miracles the ſan&ny 

of Saint 


GvT 
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of Saint Giles began to be diuulged, and his | 
fame to extcnd it ſelf throughout all Greece: 
and he being truly humble , and defirous to 
be contemned. and-not honored-by men,that 
he might fly that popularand vain applauſe, 
he tock ſhip to go into ſome other countrey, 
where he was neither known , nor eſteemed. 
There -aroſe in. the ſea a dangerous ſtorm : 
Saint Giles made: his praier to our Lord , and 
it ceaſed ; and the people that were in the 
ſhip with bim , gaue him thanks for it , ack» 
nowledging that God had deliuered them out 
of that danger by bis intercciſion. At the end 
of ſome daies the ſhip came neer France: Saint 
Giles went 2 ſhoare., and touk his way to- 
wards the city of Arles, where Saint Cefarius 
was Biſhop, a man of great learning and ſan- 
ity. He remained in his company two years 
to the great content of them both ; for that 
ali their diſcoutle and converſation was cither 
of God , or with God. Here he cured a fick 
man , who had been three years greivouſly, 
afflicted with an ague : and fearing leaſt he 
ſrould be honored, he patied the river Rhene, 
and finding vpon' the bAck of the river a 
holy Hermite, called Veredemius , he ſtayed 
with him ſome daics, where he curcd another 
ſick man : and that earth which naturally was 
Barren, by his praicrs be made'it-fertil , and 
fruitfull. By rcaſon' of theſe miracles Verede- 
mitis began more to eſteem, and Horior Saint 
Giles: and he, who fliyed nothing more then 
honor , reſolued. to leaue hiny, and t0.cnter 
furcher into the:copntrey, and io ling alpne, 
that be might be more ſecure ,and more re- 


© mote from bis praiſes, He found in that part of 


the cgtintrey , Where the: river Rene enters 
-- Into theſea , a (slitary deſert ,and jnit 4great 
thicket of wovod”; with'4 cauc ; and 4 clear 
and plentitull fountain of water. He found 
moreouer A hinde , as it were ſent him from 
the hand of God , to ſuſtain} him with her 


milk, He ſetled his abode in this place, _ | 


with God alone , out of the tumult and noiſe 
of mcn ,\in the company of wilde beaſts It 
_ happened that yponA day the King of France 


went 4 hunting towards that, way, and the. 


doggs light ypon the hinde, which ſaucd her- 


ſelt by running with great ſwitnes tothe caue 


of Saint Giles , and calt herſelfat bis feet,, as 
' 3s were beſecching his aid, and favor in that 
danger. The Saint praicd for his hoſte(l, and 
.the doggs were; not able to paſſany further, 
' but. baying jeturged to their quaſters. Ano» 


ther day. the King. came with more hunters: 
and.A.greatcr xctjaue to the ſame place , and | 


"the doggs not daring at this time alſo to cater 


in where the Saint was a bow. man at randem'| - 


.drew. an arrow,which as God would hauc it, 


-hit the Saunt , and grievouſly, wounded him. | 


. The buntsmen made their way through the. 


Saint Giles Abbor. 


midle of the thicket or grouc , yatill they þ 


came to the caue where Saint 
There they found him jn 43 ——— "> 
grauc and Venerable aſpe&,m in 
_ _— himſelf, or 
the blood innning down from th 
which he bad wn. He from r= band. ae 
the binde lying at his fect. All this cauſed 
great admiration inthe king and in thoſethat 
came with him. The King inſtantly went to 
bim , and perceiving him to be3 boly man fel 
at his feet, and craued his pardon , and Pau 
order for the ſpeedy cure of his wound ;als 
though the Saint would not permit it , defi. 
ring that it ſhould remain all his life, tothe 
end that he wight ſuffer ſomepain,and in- 
creale his merits thereby, Vpon this occaſion 


. the King began often to viſithim , and to re. 


verence his ſanctity, offering him many gift 
and riches ; which he would got receive : 
but counſelled the King to expend them in 
building a monaſtery in that deſert for Reli. 
gious men, who ſhould continually recom. 
mend him and his kingdom in their praiers 
to God, The Monaſtery was built , and Saint 
Giles took the charge of it, with the title of 
Abbot,merely by the kings importunity,Here 
be lived ſome years, and was ordainedPrief, 
and lead the life of an Angel incarnate, pro. 
fiting all ,and conuerting many ſinners tothe 
ſeruice and loue of our Lord : amongſt whom 
was the ſame King of France, whoroſe out | 
of 2 gricuous ſin , which he had committed, 
and did pennance; by the-admonition, and 
*praicrs of Saint Giles, After-he had religioully, 
and holily governed his monaſtery ſome 
years, the happy end of his daics grew neer, 
and God reucalcd it vnto him before ;and has 
ying prepared himſelf for his departure out 


"of this life , he gaue vp his ſoul to our Lord, 


and went to enjoy him, vpon the firſt day of, 
September, The year is not preciſely known, 
but. it could not be the year ſcucn hundred, 
as ſome write ,nor much leſs the year ſeucn 
hundred and twenty, as others fay : for that 
Saint Celarius Biſhop of Arles , with whom 
'Saint Giles lined two years, flouriſhedin the 
time of Symmachus Pope , and the Emperor 
Anaſtaſius ,,, Theodorick the Arrian lei 
King of Italy ,and Clodoucus of France, about 
the ycar of our Lord fiuc hundred. Thelifeot 
Saint Giles was written by Fulpert, Biſbop | 
of Chartres ,and the Martyrologes , both the 
Roman , and thoſe of Bede, and Ado, 
Saint Antoninus, and Peter de Natalibusd0 


.make mention of him, - | 
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THE LIFE OF TWELVE HOLY 
Brothers Martyrs, 


+: HE ſame day that the Church 
1PÞNS cclcbratesthe Feaſt of Saint Gi- 

27 les, ſhe makes commemoration 
A of twclue brothers Martyrs : 
| A who were by counirey Africans, 
natives of 3 city called in Latin eAdrame- 
tym: which at preſent they ſay is called Silla, 
although ſome call it Toulb, and others Ma- 
cometa. The names of theſe valiant Soldiers 
of Chriſt were , Donatus, Felix , Arontius, 
Honoratus,Fortunatus, Sabinian , Septimius, 
Jaguarius , Felix the Second, Vitals , Satyrus, 
and Repoſitus, They were of a noble paren- 
tage and all of them well inſtrutcd both in 
human and divuin. litterature. They were ap- 
prehended in Africa , and afterwards carricd 
ioto ltaly tothe city of Beneuentum , where 
they ended the cours of their glorious Mate 
tyrdom , although vpoa different daies, Vale- 
ran being Emperor of Rome : and before 
they were put todeath ,they were tormented 
yith many apd cruel torments. Alfanus Arch- 
biſhop of Salernum wrote their martyrdom in 
Heroick-ver(cs., which are in the ſeuenth to» 
me of Surius. Anaſtaſius Bibliothecarius did 
alſo write of them, as ſaies Petrus Galcſinus 
in his annotations vpon his Martyrologe: the 
Roman Mattyrologe alſo , and Celar Baro-» 
nius in his annotations make wention of 
them, | | 
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_ THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY 
li», of the moſt boly Virgin our Bleſſed 


x Lady. 
'0] Virgin' and mother of- God Mary,our 
| Lady , the holy -Chureh in an Anti- 
pbon , ſpeaking” ro her, faies theſe words : 
Thy Natinity, &Tirern and mother of God, 
tas trowght 'joy and exiltation' to the Yhole 
Peild, For of thee bas been burn the ſun of 
Iaſtice ;Chrif. oar God , Who fe(troying the ma- 
: Tom.. 2, 


F the'nativity of the moſt glorious | 


Tvveiue holy Brothers, Martyrs. 


| led:#710n (under Which We all vere) has powred 
out upon vs his plentifall benedifion , and ouer- 
coming and killing death, bas giuen ws eternail 
and euerlaſting life. Aſſuredly with god rea» 
(on, the Church, guided by the Holy Ghoſt, 
laics , that the Nativity of the Uirgin has 
| brought tothe whole world ſingular joy and 
| rejoycing, Forif the Angel S, Gabriel ſaid to 
Zachary , that many ſhould rcjoyce in the 
birth of his ſon Saint Joha Baptiſt , and 
celebrate it , becauſe he was 4 ſon of 
praters ,jand bory of a father that was old, 
and of a mother that was barren , and was 
to be the Precurſor of the Mcſſias , and 
to prepare the way for him , how tar grea- 
ter motiues and reaſons has the whole 
world to be glad, and leap for joy., vpon the 


| day that this moſt bleſſed Virgia was born, in, 


whoſe moſt pure womb was to be incloſed 
God our Redeemer , and to clothe himſelf 
with our fleſb, and to vnite the divine na» 
tuarc with the human , and to giue it by his 


whole world was clothed with the darknes 
of ſin and ignorance , and coucred with 3 


of this diuin break of day began to appear all 
things wererepleniſhed with joy andgladnes, 
vnderſtanding that the day approached, and. 
the ſun was coming, wink wasto enlighten 
| them, and free them from all: the evils and. 
 miſeries which they ſuffered. The moſt Bleſſed 
| Trinity took hetcin ſingular content; the Fa* 


dark and obſcure night : but when the light. 


686 
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bleſſing , life and eternal faluation ? All the * 


| ther, for that his moſt ſwectSpouſe was bornz, - 


' the ſon, becauſe ſhe was to be his mother; 
' and the Holy Ghoſt , becauſe ſhe was- his 
' temple, and ſor that by his vertue ſhe was to 
' Conceive the ſon of the moſt High in her fas 
. cred womb.” Then what ſhall 1 ſay of all the: 

celeſtiall and blefied Spirits ? What a feaſt of 


*** | joy think we did they keep in heauen, vpon 


the day they ſaw born onearth, her that was 
to be their Queen, and to repair and fill their 
empty ſeats by mcans of her moſt bleſſed fon ? 
'\ what ſhall I'fay of the holy Patriarchs her 
progenitors , when they ſaw their long and 
anxions deſires accompliſhed , and that by 
means of this child their linage was to be 
| iltuſtrated , and cnnobled ? what ofthe Pro« 
phets, who had fo often foretold her, and va+ 
der ſo many ſhadows, and myſRerious figures, 
had painted anddrawn her out? All mankind 
ought to rezoyce for the nativity of this Lady, 
by reaſon of the honor that accrues to them 
by having her for their kinſwoman, for their 
:lory, ornament, and crown, but particularly 
nd ſhould rezoyce, that they haue ſuch 
an aduocatreſsand mediatrix. But thoſe who 
to day haue the greateſtpart inthis feaſt, are 
the parents of this child;, whom God did fo 
ſignal 4 fauor , and by their means gaueſuch 
cauſe of ioy to the whole world, The father 

Ooo of the 


of the Virgin wasIoachim , native of Naza- 
teth 3 her mother Anne of the city of Bce 
thleem ; and they both were of the tribe of 
Juda, and of the line of David. They were 
zich and honorable, and of noblc biood : for 
they deſcended from many kings, vatiant cap: 
tains, Great and wiſe Iudges,and Governors 01 
the people of Iſrael, and that which imports 
moſt, of moſt holy Pricſts and Patiiaichs anc 
friends of God , who ſerued him with great 
loue and reucrence,Moreouer they were per- 
ſons that much feared God, and with great 
care kept his holy law in faſtings,praiers, and 
almes«deeds: for it was fitting that ſuch ſhould 
be the tree , that was to bring ſuch fruit. They 
divided their reucnues into three parts , the 
fiſt they ſpent vpon the Temple and ſervice 
of God , the ſecond ypon the poor , anc the 
third ypon the ſuſtenance of their own tamily, 
They had lived together married twenty years 
without cuer baving 4 child , becauſe Anne 
was barren; for which cauſe they were ſad 
and much afflicted. But God our Lord by ſpc- 


cial providence ordained , that Anne ſhould | 


be barren,to the end that the birth of her moſt 
holy davghter ſhould be miraculous, and not 


' be attributed to nature , but to grace, And 


Saint John Damaſcen ſaics, to the cad that by 
this miracle way mightbe made for the great 
micacle of all miracles , which is the coming 
of God in tothe world, and his incarnation 
in the womb of Mary :and to the end that it 
ſhould be vnderſtood, that (he that was born, 
was not the work of ſenſual delight, but of 
the diuin grace; and that our Lord ſqmetimes 
ſhuts the door, to open it with greater maruel: 
to the end that by that new miracle the great 
nes of the child that is born , may be better 
Known, and more cſtcemed, Morcouer God 
would have Anne be barren, and both her 
and Ioachim old, that the Virgin which was 
born, might be a child of praicrs, defires, and 
tears: aſter the manner that Samual was ,ſon 
to the other Anne', who brought him forth 
with ſighs , faſtings , and tears, fo this holy 
married covple' continually beſought out 
Lord with great carneſtnes , that he would 
pleaſc to giue them the fruit of benediction: 
vowing to conſecrate to his diuin Maieſty the 
fon, or daughter which he ſhould giue them: 
and with their praier they joyned taſting,and 
almes : and perſcuered herein with ſo great 
conhdence , and good works, that our Lord 
ſent them an Angel (who, Pantaleon ſaics, 
was Saint Gabtie)) and he revealed yato them 
that God had heard their ſupplications and 
praiers, and that they ſhould have a daughter, 
whom they ſhould call Mary , and that ſhe 
ſhould be the mother ofthe Meſſias, and Saui- 


our of the world-And it was very fitting that | 


an Angel ſhould bring from heauen this happy 
news ,and announce her natiuity , who was 
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to rejoyce heauen and earth : ſeing the hip 
of Iſaac , of Sampſcn, and of Saint lokn 3 
tiſt had _ — Or made 
their fathers by Angels. By ths tauo 
Joachim and Anne were exceeding, 
torted ,and gaue many thanks for ſo "arx 
a mercy : and Anne conceived the moſt Bleſ: 
ſed Uirgin vpon the eighth day of December 
on which the holy Church CelebratcstheFeas 
of her Inumaculate Conception : ang at the 
cnd ot nine months , brovpht her {ct y on 
the eighth of September in N;zareh ap 
houſe which her parcnts had 1n the helds 
amidſt the bleatings of the ſhcep, and joyful 
lingings of the ſtepheards : as Ss. Damaſcen 
afhimes, And nine daies aſter (which wagthe 


, ſcuenteenth of the ſame month ) accouding 


to the cuſtom of the Hebrews, they gaue her 
the Name of Mary , which in the Hebrey, or 
Syriack tongue , ſignifics, Lady, illuminated, 
illuminatrix, and ſtar of the Sea. For ſhe it is 
that for hauing brought forth the king and 
Lord of the world , is the true Lady of al 
things created : not of one part ofthem, nor 
of one Province , or countrey, nor only of 
heaven, or carth, or hell, but ofallthe whole 
vniuers ,and of every part of it, For that all 
creatures who acknowledge God for theit 


creator and maker , acknowledge Mary for 


the mother of the ſame God , and ſubjett 
themſelues to her empire, and with 4 moſt 
profound humility reuerence and adore 
her, She is alſo illuminated with that light 
which is neuer obſcured , and clothed with 
that ſun , which ſhe couercd with the cloud 
of her moſt pure fleſh : and havingio her this 
diuin ſun , ſhe illuminates our hemiſphere, 
and that of heaucn ; men , and Angels, 
and ſhines with an immens brightaes. And 
for this reaſon alſo ſhe is the ſtar of the 
ſea , andguide of vs all who fail through the 
tempeſtuous ocean of this world : to the cad 
that looking vpon her , and inuocating het, 
we pcriſh not amid the furious waucs, 

horrid tempeſts , which continually afſails, 


'votill we arrive ( by the means of this 


at the defired haven of our cternall happint% 


This glorious child when ſhe was borh> - 


wasas to her body, more pure, fairand beat 
tifull , then athy- mere creature ; andas tO - 
ſoul ſo pure , ſo perfeR, and ſo adornedVi 

graces and vertues , that the Cherubims 
Scraphims were amazed , and aſtoniſhed 
ſee her. For the body of leſus Chuiſt being® 
be formed of the body of the Virgin, and i 
med of her pure blood : it was ye!y inveg, 
that the fleſh , with which the ctcroall wo 

was to be clothed , ſhould be. very much p10 
portioned to the fleſhof the ſon, and be v 

compounded , and in the higheſt perfeQtion 
accompliſhed with all the goods of gon! 
and that the ſon ſhould be very _ = 


ap». $46. 


-- a ho wr Becauſe in the firſt , Chriſt was the 
oy \ ; 1 of Mary , and ſhe his mother: and in the 
n. | (condbe was ber father,and ſhe his daughter: 
lar ind from hence came that fulnes of grace, 
lf. vith which the ſoul of the Virgin was reple- 
or ciſhed, and the immens riches of all vertues 
Wy wdgiſts , which in 4 fingular manner our 
the Lord communicated to her, For all the graces 
Don vhch God impartcd ſeuerally to all the o- 
n 2 ther Saints, he zoyncd them and heaped them 
ds jll vp together in Mary ind higher pertc@ion, 
Vl & in 4 greater meaſure. So that all the women 
ſcen vuch in the old Teſtament had any excel- 
Sthe kncy, were A figure , and as it were pifture 
diop of this woſt holy Virgin ; andſhe infinitely 
- her ſurpaſſes them all. She is the ſecond Eue , not 
W,0r Ike the firſt , who was called the mother of 
ted the living who were to dy , but as mother of 
it is the living, that ſhall live for euer : for ſhe had 
7 and comity-with the Serpent , and broke his head: 
Ef al nd with this killed death it ſelf. She was 
nor nore happy them Sara , more prudent then 
ly of kebecea , more beautifull then Rachel ,and 
rhole gore fruitfull -then Lia : for although Lia 
at all hought forth-many children, and Mary but 
theit oe , this ofie is more worth them the whole 
ry for ettation.She was greater then Mary the Pro- 
abjet (dl, the'fiſter ot Moyſes the lawgiuer,and 
moſt athe'biph prieſt , that ſung canticles of 
adore niſes, when ſhe ſaw the people of Iſrael de- 
light ered ; and -Pharao with his chariots , and 
| with tmy drowffed in the red Sea. For that our 
cloud Mary was not-the ſiſter, but the mother of 
er.this the true and only lawgiuer of the world; 
phere, and ofthe high prieſt, who with the ſacrifice 
gels , of his moſt facred body and blood appeaſed 
, And the angry breaſt of the cternall father , and 
of the eercame and drowned the Infernal tyrant, 
h the yho perſecuted his people.She was more wile 
end I fie Deborah , more conragious then Iudith, 
ig het, ote gracious then Efter , more humble then 
5,a0d YI Abigail , more beautifull then Abiſag , and 
(Cailvs, Y Sorechaſt then Suſanna, She was that great 
is ta) Y Yowhich-appcarcdio heauen, and to day in 
ppincs tath;and that glorious woman clothed with 
, bom» . © ſud , and crowned with the ſtarrs , and 
id beall- fat'bas the 'thoon vader her fect; She is that 
$ to bet 'Y SiRtuary , which God made , that he might 
ied with Y Wdlin it: and that Arck made of the wood 
ms a0d ®F$tim, and couered within and without 
iſhed Y Vith moſtpure gold. She is the ſtar that was 
being i born of Iacob ,{he is the living temple, and 
andia* I fithronc in which'the cruc Salomon repoſes, 
 Gntiog, I} [aſtly ſhe is that moſt pure Virgin , of whom 
allword Þ 5th the Holy Ghoſpel wbichis read at Maſs, 
uchpi I} © lolemaize her Nativity : De qua natus ef} 
] be v lefus, qui wocatur Chriſtus, would you kaow 
erfeion } V0 Mary js? She is the mother of God, and 
(nature?  * Whom Iefts Chriſt was botn. All the tules 


alexcellency whichcan be giuca the Virgin, 
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mother in the being of nature, and the mo-+ 
her much ceſemble the ſon in the being of 


| arc comprehended , and ſummed vp in this 


name of the mother of God. She is born to » _—= 
day, and fiftcen years hence ſhall be born of S**” 
her the ſon of God:to the cnd that to day we m ” 


ſhould look vpon her , not as the daughter of 
loachim, and Anne , but as the mother of the 
moſt high and only begotten ſon of God: and 
that from this day on which ſhe came inta 
the world, we ſhould conceiue ſuch 2 pro- 
tound reverence, and ſuch aa huwble reſpeR, 
and ſuch 3 barty deuotion , as is duc to the 
mother of Icſus: becauſe for this ſhe was born, 
and for this ſhe was giuen vs by our Lord. O 
Blefled and thrice tappy Lady. what tongue, 

although of an Angel , can expreſs, or what 
vnderitanding can comprehend, that which 
is contained in rhis name of mother of God?O 

mother of thy Father, Spouſe of thy moſt ſweet 
ſon, who deſeruedſt to have the ſame fon 

with God : De qua natss eſt leſus, He was 
born from all eternity without mother of the 

ſubſtance of the Father : and he was born in 
time without 4 Father , of the ſubſtance of 
Mary. The Father begot him that gaue being 
to all things: and thou cngendredit the ſame 
ſon, who giucs them grace and perfefion of 
being. The Father begot the Creator of all 

things , and thou the Repairer of all things, 
and Saviour, By leſus Chriſt the world was 

made and formed : and by the ſame Chriſt 

in thee it was reformed and renewed. Thou 

waſt born of the fleſh of Adam, but without 

the corruption of Adam : thou waſt the 

daughter of Eve, but to the end that thou 

mighteſt repair the miſcries of Eve ; thou 

waſt the daughter of man , but the mother 

of God: thou waſt a Virgin but not barren: 

thou waſt fruitfull,and yet 4 moſt pure Virgins. 
All hail , moſt Sacred Virgin , nuptial bed 

of the celeſtial Spouſe , Sacred lodge of 
the cternal Father , Teraple of the increa» 

ted wiſedom , SanAuary of the holy Ghoſt , 

pallace of the divinity , tabernacle of our fal- 

uation , garden of delights, paradiſe ofpleaſu» 

res , moſt rich treaſure, veyn of living waters, 

depofitary of all the gilts and graces of God! 

Thon art fragular amongſt all the creatures, 

ſcing there 1s nothing cqual to thee : for 

whatſocyer has 4 being, is cither abouec thee, 

or below thee: aboue thee is only thy Creator, 

and below thee arc all the creatures : becauſe 

thou art the mother of God , mother of our 
ſalvation , mother of our Redemption , and 
ot our happincs. 

If then this moſt blefled child , which to- 
day was born, be ſo decked with graces, {o ' 
adorned with vertues , and enriched with fo 
many , and ſuch incomparable gitts of God , 
and by means of hex God communicates 
himſelt to vs, and takes our fleſh , and makes 
himielf our brother , ſo that we may ſay, 
that he is fleſh of our fleſh, aud bone of our 

bones 


— — 
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bones, how ought we to rejoyce vpon this 


Sey- day? With wharjoy ought we to celebrate 
tember. this Nativity ,and with what feſtivity ſolem- 


oy 


nize her coming into the world , who gaue 
life to the world? When A great King takes 
to wife acertain Lady, all thoſe of her tamily 
rcjoyce and congratulate with her, and wake 
great demonſtrations of their contentment 
and joy. When a Queen comes hiſt to a king» 
dom, ſhe is recciucd with Royal Pomp, with 
coſtly and various liverys , with triumphal 
Arches, feaſts, and jollity. With how much 
greater joy, deuotion, and reverence, ought 
we then to recciue our Queen, and the yai- 
uerſal Lady of the world , and to glory in 
this that the ſoucrain Majeſty of the eternal | 
Father has taken for his Spouſe , and for the 
mother of his ſon, i kinſwoman of ours, and 
hereby ſo cnnoblcd all the linage ofmankind? 
And for this cauſe the Cardinal Peter Damian 
ſaics theſe words 3 The Natinity of the moſt 
Bleſsed and inuiolate mother of God (uſt dear 
trethren) is matter of ſingular joy to men , fot 
that it was the beginning of all our Saluation. 
Aſſuredly , With good reaſon , does all the World 
this day keep 4 Inbilee , and leap for joy , and 
the boly and wnixerſal Church ſolemnixes 4 
feaſt, (eing that on this day Was born the moſt 
worthy mother of her heauenly Spouſe , ana init 
is celebrated the Origen of her other feaſts : and 
this feaſt berng in time moſt ancient , ought 
not to be inſeruor in dignity. Wherefore let vs 
be glad and rejoyce in the *Ntinity of the Vir. 
gin and mother, Which announied and declared 
4 ne joy to the world , andvas the beginning 
of ' all our ſaluation : and as we are Wont to re- 
Joyce in the Natinity of Chriſt , jo let vs alſo 
rcjoyce in the Natiuity of the mother of Chri##. 
And Sergius Hierapolitanus, a Greek writer, 
and very ancient, ſaies ? Cone all ye faithful, 
and congratulate With this infant that ts born, 
for before the Yas horn , she was already predes 
[tinated to be the mother of God? and Y:th ber 
the Yeorld is bofn azain andreneved. And Saint 
lohn Damalcen faies : Come all ze nations,and 
all eſtates of men ,of Whatſoeuer languaze,aze, 
and cniition that you be , that we may celebrate 
ith great affeftion the bappy and joyfull day 
of the Natiuity of this Virgin. And Rupertus 
Tuitiepfis expounding thoſe words of the 
Canticles , Yho is that Which aſcends, and goes 
increaſing with light like the breaking of the 
day ? Speaking to the Virgin laies to her : 
When thou , 0 m»jt bleſſed Virgin, Yaſt born, 
then the day did break, and the true morning 
ſtar appeared to the World, and gaue vs notice 
of the coming of eternall day : for as the daynin; 
of the day is the endof the night paſt , and the | 
beginning of the folliwing day : ſo thy birth Was } 
the end of our griefs and ſorroWvs , and the be- 
innirg of our comfort and joy. 
Some ſay that Pope Innocent the fourth | 


inſtituted the feaſt of the Nativity of our Lady 


about the year of ay uy, 
} r Lord one thouland 13 


two hundred and fifty , and that 
the inſtitution was , that after the death 
Pope Celcſtin the fourth , no body was <h 
ſen in his place for the ſpace of oneand 
ty months , and that A vow was made a 
a Pope were quickly choſca , this feait of b 
Bleſſed Virgin ſhould be celcbratcd with { . 
[emnity :and that preſently Cardinal Sinit 1 
dus was choſen , who called hioofelf lanocen, 
the fourth, and was he that commandedthis 
tealt to be celebrated throughout the "ry 
Church, But this can not be , for it js _ 
ſeit out of Saint Damaſcen , Peter Dawiar 
and Rupertus , and other authors which ye 
bauc cited, who flouriſhed long before _ 
ccat the fourth , thar this feaſt of the Nativit 
of the Virgin was already kept intheir ns 
Alſo in the Sacramcentary ot Saint Gregory 
which is yet more ancient , there is I ſpecial 
Preface of this feaſt of our Lady : and Sairt 
Ildetonſus makes mention of it in his book 
of Virginity, And in the book , of the divin 
offices, called, the Roman Order , mention is 
alſo'made of the Homilys of the Saints,which 
were to be rcad ypon this feaſt, ang ofthe 
Letanies , which were wont to be ſaid onig, 
by the Ordination of Pope Sergius : as Cate 
dinal Baronius learnedly obſerves. That allo 
which others haue faid is fals, that this feaſt 
was cclebratcd inthe time of Saint Aupuſlin; 
deceiued perhaps by a Sermon of the Saint , 
which is rcad at Mattens vpon thjs day whete 
it is ſaid : Let our earth rejoyce Vith great ig; 
ſeing that it bas been illuminated by the birth 
of jo ſublime 4 Virgin. But this Sermon \al- 
though it be Saint Auguſtins, it is not ofthe 
Natiuity , but of the Anqunciation of the 
Virgin : and the Church to accommodate it 
tothis teaſt, changed 4 word, and putNativis 
ty in place of ſolemn day, becaulcit wasmor 
for her purpoſe, But the ſame Saint Auguſtig 
ſaics clearly , that in his time was celebrated 
in the Church, only the Natiuity of our Saul 
our leſus Chriſt , and of his Precurſor Salt 
Lobo Baptiſt, At what time and by whow iis 
tcaſt was inſtituted , we kaow nothing ctte 
tain,but only thatit 1s very ancignt, and myci 
celebrated by the Saints, both Greek andL# 
tin, It may be that after the Ephelin Councit 
(in which Neſtorius was condemned); for that 
with his ſactilegious tongue he denied that 
the Virgin our Lady was to bc bc called the 
mother of God ; and by this occaſion the de: 
uotion- of the faichfull was much ecrc 
towards her ) a beginaing was giuen to the 
celebrating ot her moſt holy Natiuity with 4 
particular feaſt, Other authors attribute the 
inſtitution of this feaſt , to certain Revee 
lations which a Religious contemplatiuc tab 


w ho, they ſay, eucry year pon the cighth ol 
ho, they ſay, every year ypon thee | 


wn 


the cauſegf*n 


dg 


of & 


1 


iy, 


September heard moſt ſweet muſick in hea- 


IJ yen , with great joy and rejoycing of the 
& Angels : and once asking one of them the 
Fe caule, DE anſwered him, that vpon that day 


was c<lcbrated in heaven the Nativity of the 
mother of God : and vpon the relation of this 
Religious wan the Church began to celebrate 
it on earth. This might well be , but that 
which we hauc recounted aboue is certain, 
Lipoman » and Surius recitediuers Sermons, 
and Homilies cf the Saints of our Ladys Nati- 
vity : and Cardinal Baronius the Homilys of 
of other graue Greek authors , which are 
found in handwriting in the great , & curious 
library of Cardinal Sphorſa, which is in Rome. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT ADRIAN, 
Martyr. 


S#.2ﬆ- Mong other cities, that were 
VFS illuſtrated with the blood of 

”Y Martyrs, Nicomedia was one , 
#4) Y} Capital city in the Province of 
WET Bithynia: for the Emperor Dio+ 
detian , 3 moſt cruel enemy of the name of 
Chriſt feſt reſiding there, and afterwards Ma- 
ximian Galerius , another monſter of cruel- 
ty, they there both executed their fury and 
e, againſt thoſe that profeſſed our holy 
Keligion: commanding all the friends of God 
with incredible diligence to be ſought after, 
diſcovered, apprehended, tormented, made an 
end of, and deſtroyed , as their enemies and 
the enemies of theyr Empire, The Emperors 
vere enraged againſt them : the miniſters of 
their impiety executed their commands; the 
Mattyrs were tormented : and our Lord gaue 
themjoy in their torments ,.and Victory over 
death it ſelf. And ſome ofthe Geatils ſeing the 
patience , mecknes, and zoy of out valiant 
yarriers in the midſt of ſuch terrible and cruel 
torments , amazed and aſtoniſhed at the no- 


velty of the thing were conuerted to the faith | 


of leſus Chriſt : and they who at firſt as mini: 
ſters of the tyrants, tormented the Chriſtians, 
aterwards now Chriſtians , permitted them- 
ſelves to be tormented , and offered their 
necks to the {word for Chriſt, One of theſe 
Was Saint Adrian Martyr, who was a yong 
wan of eight and twenty yeats of age , and a 
prime Gentleman, and officer of the Emperor 
Maximian, He having ſcen the fortitude and 
conltancy ot the Chriitians intheir torments, 
and the joy and jubilee with which they died 
(judging that this neither was, nor could be 
Tom, 2, | 
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| any human thing , but muſt needs come from 


the loue of God, that he publikely confeſſed 


that he might be tormented and dy with 
them, 
The Emperor Maximian having notice 
hereot enraged at it, commanded him to be 
apprehended and loaded with irons to be caſt 
into priſon, where were three & twenty other 
Chriſtians, A ſeruant of his aduertiſed his wiſe 
Natalia (who was Chriſtian, though ſceret- 
ly ) of the impriſonment of her husband 
Adrian.She hauipg vaderſtood what had paſt, 
ouerzoyed went to the priſon , and caſting 
herſelf ather husbands feet, kiſſing hischains, 
ſaid vnto him : Bleſſed art thou , my Lord and 
butband :Adrian , Who baſt found riches that 
were wot left thee by thy parents,Now thow goeſ 
ſecurely to Teſus Chriſt , in whom thow baſt pla- 
ed all thy treaſures , that thou maiſt find them 
in time of need, When n0 body 5ball be abls to de- 
liger from torments the miſerable may that is to 
be condemned : nt the /ather the ſon nor the mos 
ther the daughter , nor the friend bis friend , tor 
the attendance of many ſeruants nor the ambition 
andwanity of offices, nor any other thing ball be 
able to deliner bim but only the good Yorks which 
be hall haue don. Thow my Lord , baſt Tens 
Cbriſt With thee ; do not faint that thou maiſt 
enjoy his promiſes. Take beed that the menury 
of the fr al and perishing goods of this world do 
not make theeleaue this Way : not the beyyailings 
of thy parents : not thy youth, and the beauty of 
thy body : not the flatteries of thy friends , wor 
the threats of thy enemies : let not the tarments 
of the tyrant aff1izbt thee, but conſuder the cons 
ſtancy and patience of theſe holy «Martyrs that 
| are With thee : imitate them in thy life to the 
end that at thy death thou maiſt riceiue vith 
them the reward of immortality. The holy wo- 
mancaſting herlelfalfo at the fect ofthe other 
Martyrs, ſhe kifled theic chains with great de- 


| uotion , and beſought thear that they would 


animatey and cacourage her husband, to the 
end that the viory that he ſhould obtain, 
might be the fruit of their combats, and that 
they might not only ſave their own ſouls, and 
offer them to God,but alſo the ſoul of Adrian, 
putting them in mind that for this good ſer- 
uice they ſhould recciuc a greater crown from 
our Lord. With this the brave ſpirited woman 
took leaue of the holy Martyrs and het hus- 
band: who promiſed to give her notice when 
he was to be tormented, to the end that ſhe 
might- be preſent at his martyrdom, That he 
might fulfill this his promis, fome days being 
palt , Saint Adrian vnderſianding that the 
ludges would make an end of his cauſe , with 
| the leaue of his Keeper , which he 'bought 


with money , Went out of the priſon, to ad- 
Ppp acrtiſe 


heauen ) was ſo moved, and fo inflamed with - ——= 


| that he was 2 Chriſtian; and cauſed hisname S*,”* 
t2 be put in the liſt of the other holy Martyrs, ember, 


vertiſe his wife , that now the hour of his 


Se>- glorious martyrdom was at band, 


But before he was come to his houſe, news 
was brough to Natalia, that Adrian was free 
and coming to her : and ſhe conceiving that 
that could not be, vnles her husband haddes 
nied his faith to ſauc his lite, was exceedingly 
afflifted atit, and ſeing him coming ſhe threw 
away the work which ſhe had in her hands, 
and ran to the door of her houſe, and ſhut it 
faſt, ſaying : The colvard sball baue. no more tv 
flo With me ,nor will T exer look pon him With 
my eyes, ſeing he has reuolted, and lyed to bis 
God and Lord. Let him ſpeak no more to me,nor 
let me ener hear that tongue , that bas been 
fals and deceitful in the preſence of its Creator, 
And coming neerer to him, ſhe ſpoke to him, 
ſaying : 6 diſloyal man, and Yithout God, Wy 
diſt thou begin that , Which thow Wouldſt not 
end ? Why diſt thou (eparate thy ſelf from thoſe 
Saints in Whoſe company F left thee? Why dias 
thou turn thy back, before the battel war begun, 
and cart a\vay thy armes , before thou ſave} the 
face of thy enemy ? What shall 1 do , miſerable 
woman that 1 am? That baue tyed my ſelf to an 
Infidel? F did not deſerne to be called the wife 
of 4 «Martyr, but (rom bence forth, F sbaſt be 
called the Wife of an «Apoſtat. «My joy vas for 
A moment , but my reproach aud sbame sþall 
laft for many ages, 

Saint Adrian ſtood at the door hearing 
theſe words to his exceeding joy and comfort, 
and took new courage and itrength, by rea- 
fon ofthe Routnes and courage, which he ſaw 
in his wife : who being ſatished , that her 
kusband came not to fly martyrdom , but to 
prepare himſcl{for it , and to the end that ſhe 
fnight be preſent when he ſhould ſuffer, as be 
had promiſcd her, ſhe opened him the door, 
and with great humility andjoy threw herſelf 
at his fect ,and embraced him, and they both 
cogether returned to the priſon, As they were 
going along, Adrian fearing that aftet his 
dcath the officers of the Eazaperor would con- 
fiſcate his gods ,and ſo Natalia ſhould remain 
deſolate,and without meansto ſubliſt he asked 
her, what Order ſhe had taken about hislands 
aud goods? And ſhe anſwered him with great 
fpicit and courage : Do not think, my Lord, of 
the tranſitory goods of this world, leaft they in 
tangle you , and captiuate your heart. Caſt your 
eyes wpon thoſe laſting aud eternal goods, which 
God Yull preſently zi ue you , and the Saiats , 
ih Whom you defſere to dy for Feſus Chriſt, 
They caine to the priſon, and Natalia iaftan- 
tly prottrated herfelt at the feet of the holy 
Martyrs, and kifſed their chains , and ſeing 
that they had been ill vſed by their chains and 
tetters, and the fl:(h of ſome of theny putrt- 
fied, and running matter,and breeding worms: 
ſhe commanded her ſeruants tobring her fine 
linncn from her houſe , and with them began 


Saint Adrian Martir, 


» and to cure 


to cleans the ſores of the Saints 
thern withan admirable Cevotion 
nes :and in this the holy woman e 
herſelf ſeven Caies. Afterwards the three and 
twenty Martyrs were lead out of priſon, all 
of them inthe ſame chain, and aſter dcmal 
Saint Adrian , with his hands tyed bcting 
him, and was preſented before the Em ctor 
in the firſt place, to the end that he nh be 


| tormented ; for that being 4 healthfyil and 


luſty yong man , they judged that he would 
haue fircngth to endure gteater torment, 
When he wasſcparated from the other Saints 
his companions , to cfiter into the count the 
holy martyrs faid vnto him : Go to Amur 

noV is the time that thou art to take vp in 
Croſs , and follow Chriſt ; do not turn back, ny 
let the torments Which thow ſee afiight thee 
but look, wp to beauen , and conſider the mwve 
hich for them exſpeBr thee. And the good 
Natalia his wife coming to him , faid : 3h 
Lord, ſee that you ſet your beart on God alone, 
and be not <1ſmayed at any kind of torment Which 
shall be inſlified on you ; for the pain vil te 
sbort , but the reward and #lory sball loſt fur 
ener. Remember that ſeruing an earthly king 
thow didſt endure great labors for 4 ſmall and 
vile pay, and that nov With greater conſtang 
thow owghteſi to ſuffer ſome pair for the kingdom 
of beauen.Saint Adrian was preſented belote 
the tyrant, who ſcing him conſtant in the 
confeſſion of Ieſus Chriſt, and that hecould 
not work vpon him by fair words and pto- 
miſſes, he commanded him to be cruelly whip» 
ped , and afterward to be beaten with had 
and knotty cudgels, by four luſty ſtrong men; 
aad Natalia that was preſent went inmedity 
tely to the other Martyrs, giuing themnotice, 
that now Adrian had begun his combat, to 
the end thatthey might pray toGodforhim 4 
andin the other torments which they puthim 
to, ſhe ſtill did the ſame, to fortify him with 
the praicrs ofthe Saints. To this tormentthey 
added another , commanding that four ftclh 
men ſhould giuc- him great blows vpon the 
belly, whereby they tore it, and bared his very 
entrals : and then loaded with chains ſenthim 
back tothe priſon. His holy and manlike wit 


' wentalopg with him,and lovinglycherishing 
him with ber hand , ſaid vato him: @ light 6 


mane eyes , hoy bappy art thow ,#0 dy for thit 
Lord , that died for thee! Being come to the 
priſon, the other Saints dragging their tor 
bodys,came to him as well as they could ,to 


 giue him joy ofhis ſufferings , and the kiſs of 


peace,and to animate him to the remainderof 
his combat. And he anſwered them, that joy 
was histhrough their means, and that crown 
was the fruit of their merits and praiers. And 
the bleſſed Natalia wiped the wounds of het 
t usband, and gathered vp the blood that ral 


from them,and with it as with 3 moſt pretious 
oyntmeat 


and tender. Si"Fy, © 
played *i Tn 
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oyrtment annointed her body : and for her 


T; example other holy women came to the pri- 
&e;s- ſoo to comfort ſerue, & cheriſh the holy Mar- 


gki+ryrs , that were in priſon. But the tyrant co. 
ming to know it, he commanded the door to 
be ſhut ,and that no woman ſhould be per- 
mitted to enter into the priſon, The ſtout and 
couragious Naralia was not diſmayed , nor 
4auntcd with this contmand : but taking grea- 
ter courage,cut off her hair , and put on mans 
zpparrel, and went into the'priſon roanimate 
her busband,and to ſerue the other Martyrs : 
and her example was of ſuch force, that other 
jous Matrons did the fame, The tyrant vn- 
&ritanding this, was _— abouc meaſure, 
and commanded that the leggs and hands of 
Gint Adrian, and of the reſt of the Martyrs 
ſhould be broken with an axe ypon an an- 
vil: and the holy woman beſought the cxe- 
cytioners that they would begin with Adrian, 
laſt he ſhould be troubled or diſmayed, ſein 
the others ſuffer that cruel torment firſt, and 
ſoit was don : and ſhe herſelf held his feet, 
thatthey might cut them off, as they did: And 
not content herewith , ſhe prayed him to 
ſretch out his hand , and to petmit it to be 
aut off that he might ſuffer more for Chriſt ; 
and he ſtretched it out , and ſhe held it, and 
the executioner cut it off: and with this tor- 
tent he died , and gaue vp his foul to our 
Lord, The ſame cruelty was exceuted vpon 
&erthree and twenty Martyrs, companions 
«Saint Adrian; who recommending themſel- 
to our Lord, and ſaying Good Fefws re- 
dive out ſouls , took their flight to heauen, 
kaing theit bodies ypon eatth. The tyrant 
tomitianded them to be burnt , caſting them 
nw 4 butning oven : but immediately there 
aſe 4 _ tempeſt , and it began terribly 
blunder and lighten : and forme of the Pa« 
FJ gs were killed , and others fled 7 and by this 
FJ neans Natalia , and other devout women, 
ad opportunity to take away the bodies of 
lit Martyrs : which they found ſo entire, and 
itbout dammage, that the very hair of their 
leads was not finged with the fire.S0great was 
ie devotion of thoſe pious wotnen, that they 
cd vp the blood of the Martyrs, and 
pht at > great price the clothes of the exe- 
utioners, on which there had faln any dro 
dit, Afterwards the Chriſtians ſecretly took 
ies of Saint Adrian, and of the other 
utyts, and by ſea carriedthem to Conſtan- 
Pie. But Natalia took the hand of Saint 
an, and kept it as 4 moſt rich treaſure, 
ad wrappeditin coſtly & perfumed linnens, 
Udput it ather beds-head,no body knowing 
Vx it was, And being ( as ſhe was ) very 
Kell born, rich, yong , and beautifull , and 
0p lived only three months with her bus- 
, 4 Tribune or Maſter of the Camp of 
ror petitioned him , that he would 


Saine Adrian Martyr. 


The Emperor liked well of it : they ſent to 


holy woman took three daies time, (as if ſhe 
would prepare hegſelf for the marriage) and 
in this time ſhe made continual and carneſt 
praicr to God, beſeeching him for the merits 
of Saint Adrian , that he would not perinit 
that ſhe ſhould ſuf; r any violeqce ,or dehie 
the bed of her firſt husband. And baving 
prayed thus ſhe fcll into 4 flumber , and bad 
d reuelation from God by means of the holy 
Martyrs , whom ſhe had ſcrucd in priſon, that 
ſhe ſhould preſently take ſhip,and gO to Cone 
{tantinople , where their bodies were : for that 
God woulddelver her from thatdanger, and 
call her to the enjoyment of himſelt , in the 
company of them , and of her husband Saint 
Adrian, Immediately the holy woman leauing 
her houſe, and all her goods, and taking with 
her the hand of Saint Adrian, took (tip, and 
by the fauor of our Loxd , and by a viſion 
which ſhe had ia that voyage ofthe Saint , het 
husband (by whom ſhe was del:ucred from 4 


and entre 


great _ ) ſhe came to Conſtautinople , 

into the houſe, where the bodies 
of thole blefled Martyrs were, and kneeling 
down made her praicr to them , laying the 
hand of Szint Adrian vpon his body : having 
don fo, ſhe retired herfelfinto 4 chamber, to 
repoſe a litle after the labor and toyl of her 


; journey , beſecching the faithfoll, that they 


would recommend her to God. There Saint 
Adrian appeared to her, and ſaluted her in this 


' manner : Welom ſiſter N,atahia , ſeruant of 


Chriſt and daughter of Martyrs, comie and repoſe 
ith ws , and receive the reward which is due 
vnto thee, The Saint wakened, and recounted 
to the faithfull what ſhe had ſeen ; ſhe retur- 
A to ſlicep, and gaue vp her foul to 

God, 
This was the end of that bleſfked woman ; 
and I thought good to (et it, dowa here, for 
the great part which ſhe had in the Martyr- 
dom of Saint Adrian, which we write-And 
becauſe I know not which ofthe twois more 
wonderfull , the fortitude and conſtancy of 
Saint Adrian in ſuffering his torments,or the 
ardent faith , and burning defire which Natas 
lia had that he ſhould ſuffer them : and the 
words which ſhe ſpoke , and the works which 
ſhe did, to animate him to dy cheertully tor 
God. What fire of diuin loue polleſied the 
breaſt of this manlike woman, when vnder< 
ſanding that ber husband wastaken , ſhe ran 
to the priſon to encourage him? When ſhe 
ſhut the door of her houſe , thinking that he 
ran away like 4 coward ? Whea ſhe held his 
feet to be cutoff, anddciiicd him to {tretch 
out his hand ,and permit it tobe cut off, that 
he might ſuffer the more for Chriſt ? When 
ſhe kiſled his chains , and annointced —_ 

wi 


give Order that Natalia ſhould mary hime 


Natalia to ſignify ſo much vato her : but the $s _ 
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was incenſed, when he heard what Peter had 


' THE LIFE OF $S. GORGONIPS, 


Saint Gorgonius Martyr. 


with his blood , and cur off her hair , andput 
on mans apparel, that'ſhe might more freely 
ſerue the holy Martyrs ? Saint Adrian died 
vpon the fourth of March, as faies the Roman 
Magrtyrologe : but hisſeaſt is kept, and a com- 
memoration is made of him vpon the eighth 
of September, which is the day on which his 
ſacred Body was tranſlated to Rome, andpla- 
ced in the Church cf Saint Actian , which is 
one of the ancient Deaconrics of the Cardi- 
nals: in which in our daies, in the year of 
our Lord one thouſand five hundred and nine- 
ty, Sixtus Quintus being Pope his bleſſed 
body was found. Of Saint Natalia the Roman 
Maityrologe makes mention vpon the firſt 
day of December : and out of devotion to 
this Saiat,the houſe in which ſhe died at Con- 
ſtantinople was made a Monaſtery , and in it 
many dedicated themſelues to the perpetual 
{eruice of our Lord. All the Martyrologes 
write of Saint Adrian, and Saint Natalia, but 
more Jargely that of Ado, and Father Lau- 
rence Sarius ,in his filth tome of the lines of 


Saints, 
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Martyr. 


; 57 HE Emperor Diocletian inthe 
AK NY.; ninetcenth year of his Empire 

A 44 commanded an Edi to be pus* 
to A bliſhed in the city of Nicome- 
WAY EF dia, in which he ordained that 
all the Churches of the Chriſtians ſhould be 
thrown down, and leueld with the ground : 
and the holy ſcriptures buint : and that the 
Nobility ſhould be deprived of their honor 
and dignity, and the common people of their 
liberty, if they would not adore his Gods, He 
added afterwards , that all the Prelates , and 
heads of the Church of Chriſt , whereſocuer 
they were found ſhould be taken, and be put 


to exequiſite and cruel torments , to make 
them leaue our holy Religion. This impious 
and barbarous cdi& was cen by a very noble 
and valiant Gentleman, that was 4 Chriſtian, 
and was called Peter : who inflamed with the 
loue of God , laid his hand on it, being fixed 
in the market place, and tore it , neither tea- 
ring the anger of the Emperor,who was then 
in the city , nor the peaaltys and damages 

which might befall bim for this worthy aR. Jt 
can not eaſily be belieued how Diocletian 


don in his contempt, and reproach. He com« 


put to ſo many , and fo cruel t 
ſuch a caſe might be cxp«ed from bis 
ter endured them all with an adoijr, 
ſtancy and joy , vatill he gave = arro: 
our Lord. At this time Dieclctian Px to 
principal Gentlemen ot his chamber hi - 
tiwate ftamiliars, and faunrites , Called _ = 
nius and Dorotheus : who ſecret! - 
Chriſtians , and had by their exam il ag: 
good counſel , brought many of they © aq 
nions to the faith of Chriſt : and bots 
them being preſent when Saint Peter w 
tormented , moued by hisexawple, ang inf 
med with an ardent deſire to dy for Chrip, 
they both together ſpoke to the Expcons, , 
this manner : What meaneth this 0 By e « 
that thou tormente# only Peter , for | ron 
Which if it be 4 fault , Ne alſo are guilty of Fr 
Tf thou tormenteſt him becauſe he is # Chriſh. 
an , ve are ſo alſo., and are of the ſame ingee« 
ment that he is. The tyrant was awazedto 4 
ſuch words as theſe, and out of himſelf with 
anger , he turned all the loue which before 
he bore them, into hatred and deteſtationof 
them. He commanded them to be moſt cruelly 
whippped, and to be hanged vp, and their 
fleſh to be torn , and their cntralls being vn- 
couered , falt and vineger to be powred ypon 
them, and thento be laid along vponcertain 
bars of iron , and a flow fire to be put vadet 
them: to the end that by litle and litle it ta- 
king hold of thera and conſuming them, their 
death might be ſo much the more cruel, by 
how much it wasthe longer : and finally they 
ſtrangled them: and after thismanner thetyg 
holy. Martyrs gaue vp their bleſſed fouls to 
their Creator, Although Mctaphraſtes ſaies 
that Dorotheus died by being beheaded, and 
Gorgonius with a great ſtone tyed about his 
neck. Their bodies were buried by certain 
Chriſtians, and afterwards in proceſs oftime, 
the body of Saint Gorgonius was carried to 
Rome , and buricd in the way called Latina; 
and from thence it was tranſlated by ry 6 
Gregory the fourth , to the Church of 
Prince of the Apoſtles Saint Peter, as ſaiey 
the Roman Martyrologe : the Martyrologes 
alſo ofBede, Vſuard, and Ado , make men- 
tion of theſe boly Martyrs, whoſe Martyrdom 


the Church celebrates it) in the year three 
hundred and two, in the raign of Diodictian 
the Empcror, 


COLON 
Ns IO 


randed him to be apprehended, and to be | 
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rage and cruelty : and the Bleſſed Martyr $11] 
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was vpon the ninth of September (on which | 
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186 LIFE OF SAINT NICHOLAS 
of Tolentin , Friar of the Order of 
Saint Auguſtin, 

iN rious father and Doftor of the 

Chuich Saint Auguſtin , was born 
1 4 village , called Saint Angelo, in the 
eitory of the city of Ferme , which is in the 
Yovince of Marck-Ancona. His father was 
called Campagnanus, and bis mother Amata. 
they were honorable and very good Chriſf- 


ns : and having been married long yet had 
10 children which much greived and afflited 


Aint Nickolas of Tolentin a Reli- 
ligious wai of the Order of the glo-» 


I tem. Amata the mother took Saint Nicholas 


Ziſhop for her Interceſſor, to whom ſhe had a 
articular devotion: and promiſed to viſit his 
toly body , which is in the city of Bary, in 
hekingdom of Naples, if God would accom» 
zlih her deſire, and give her a ſon. It was re» 


iealed to his parents that they ſhould make 


that pilgrimage , becauſe jn that it ſhould be 
told them , what that child ſhould be , that 
ysto be born of them, They began their 
]urney : came to Bary 2 vikted the Church 
ofSaint Nicholas , and there the Saint appea» 
rdto them , and aſſured them , that they 
hould haue 4 ſon , whom they ſhould call 
Nicholas , becauſe they had obtained him 


trough his interceſhon : and that he ſhould 


ta very faithfull ſeruant of God, and A very 


FJ templar man , and of great pennance, All 


Which was fulfilled , for Amata eonceiued , 


J dat hertime brought forth a ſon , whom 


they called Nicholas who from his childhood 
inclined tothe {craice of God; frequented 


I Churches , heard Maſs, and faid his praiers 


5 devoutly , ſhunned the converſation of 
ched yong men, took delight to conuers 


J Vith icligious, was good to the poor, taſted , 


ademployed himſc]f in ſtudying, and prayed 
vith ſuch devotion and attention , that he is 
lilto have ſeen , enen when he was yet 3 
top as he was praying ia the Church, Chriſt 
ur Lord with his corporal eyes and as he 
MV in age, fo alſo he grew in vertue and 
inowledge. He was made Canon of our Holy 
Wours Church : and although he lived very 
«ably , yet he was not ſatished herewith, 
that he alwaies aſpired atter anuther cſtatc 
"greater perfection, And fo having beard 
Tom, 2. 


of Tolentin, 


a ſermon made by a famous preacher of the 
Ocder of Saint Auguſtin,concerning the cone 


which fcll vpon it, did fo ſet it on fire , that 
Nicholasinflamed with the loue of God, reſol« 
ucd to bid adicy toalithe things of this world, 
and to ſeek with great care and ſolicitude thoſe 
of heauen. For this cauſe he took the habit 
of Saint Auguſtin, in a Conuent of the city 
ot Tolentin , andthe Religious thereof receis 
ucd him very willingly : knowing how holy 
his life was , and how great his knowledge 
and abilities, and hoping that he would be 
(as he after was )a great ornament to their 
holy Order. Saint Nicholas bepan immedia« 
tely to giue himſclt to all vertges , and mare 
eſpecially to thoſe that are more proper to 3 
Religious man , to humility , to pouecrty, to 
hilence, toobedience, to praier, to faſting and 
ane: io ſuch ſorte that he wasa pattern 


to the Religious , as he afterwards was to 
| Prieſts, when he was a Pricſt;and to Preachers 
| when he was 4 Preacher. But although he 
| practiſed all vertuesandexcelled in them,that 
' which they write of his abſtinence was very 
| wonderfull ; for that he was thirty years in the 
| Convent of Tolentin , without cating fleſh, 
' or eggs, or fiſh, or any thing made of milk; 
| oreuen apples,whether he were well, or lick, 
And this he obſerved fo rigorouſly, that ha- 
uing once faln ill, and being brought even 
to the point of death, the Phyiſitians com®» 
manded him to eat fleſh, becaule ſo it was 
conuenient for his health : and they being 
not able to prevail with him, it was neceſſary 
that his ſuperior ſhould command it him in 
vertue of holy obedieacc. Then the Saint 
bowed his head , and taſted the le(b that was 
brought him, and beſought the Prior that he 
would be ſatisfied with that ot:edicnce , and 
that he would not vrge him further, nor make 
him break the purpoſe he had made : for that 
God was not tycd to fleſh, nor to the rules of 
Phyſick for the giving of health : and accor- 
dingly our Lord reſtored him to perfe health 
within 4 few dates, He faited every week 
vpon Munday,Wednesday Friday, and Satur- 
day , with bread and water, eating only once 
a day : and from the ſeucnth year of his age, 
three daies a week , imitating herein Saint 
Nicholas Biſhop: who when he was an infant 
would ſuck but once vpon Wednesdays , and 
Fridays, He diſciplined himſelt in the nights 
with 4 chain of iron. His habit was poor, 
roogh , and patcht ; his bed hard, and proper 
for a peniteat ; his praier was very feruorous, 
and continual : and in 4 manner he ſpent all 
the night , either in the Quire (in which he 
was the firſt) or in attentiue and fweet cone 
| templation. But the dive] who alwates wat- 
| chestodo vs miſchief, endeauouted by divers 


Qqq temptas- 
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tempt of the world : his heart being diſpoſed, $ . p: 
and the wood dry, that ſpark of Gods word, tember. 
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temptations ,to withdraw the Saint from his | illvfionsof the cemn cn eperyy: 2” OP 
m—_ ſweet converſation : and one night as he was | at heart, and «yoyced <f,oue n os. wr. ; TOM 
10 praying before an Altar , according to his | deſire which he had to v5 -44 ge Y 
gas O'S D hie WHRICh he bad topo cut of ihc py Of 106 
: cuſtom , the digel put out the lamp, threw it | of his body, and to fre Gr, api Sfp $5! 
remder. do ng | "vs ADU whintle 
'.—-* ypon the ground, and broke it in pecces, | Religious asked him, why bs. wasf © temfÞ tomb 
and getting vpon the top ofthe Church , he | ſo well contented ? He antwered mM and 
began to vntile it , and made ſuch a noyie, | Lord Jeſus Chi it accompanied . *06u)2 nt 
that one would have thought,that the Church | zzother, and owr Father Saint 4u 7M) je 
bad becn falling down.He took divers and | tes me to go hence , and bidds me Rf Jac 
horrid ſhapes of fierce and ſavage beaſts,here- | ter into tbe joy of my God, And fv ap 4 
by to frighten him : and when for all this | words : 1» manus tuas. Domine =, theſe 
the Saint would not leauc his praier,he gaue | r1tum meum: Fnto thy hands Lond [ ent pie 
him ſo many and ſuch grievous blows (our | my ſpirit , and lifting vp his hands —_ 
Lord permitting it for the greater tryal and | towards the Croſs that was betore tim 1 
crown of his {eruant) that the warkes hereot | wonderfull tranquillity he gave yo hi yy 
remained in his body for many daics. An | to God, vpon the tenth of au Jap - _ 
| Other time coming to make his praier before | year one thouſand three hundred "7s Ihe 
a Crucihx , the diucl threw him down, and fo God honored Saint Nicholas with ” = 
miſuſcd him , that he lett him for dead, and | and great miracles , both in his life tote _ 
he was lame for all his lite : but ſtrenghened | his death, He had the.gift of Propheſy Hecu 
by our Lord , he roſe vp, made his praicr,and | red wany that were dangerously fick He wo 
£auec thapks to God, for that he ſo tryed him, F fight tothe blind. He diſpoſſeſſed a 
and gaue him vitory ouer his enemy. He was acl And not only thoſe that liucd in i}: 
very charitable to the ſouls in Purgatory , by | city of Tolentin , and thercabouts, but al 
reaſon of 4 viſion which he had, in which he | others that were more remote, receivedgreu 
ſaw 4 great number of the ſouls in Purgatory, | benefits , and ſingular favors by his interc:/ 
who with great earneſtnes begged the charity | fion. Amonglt other notable things, by which 
of his praiersand Maſſes : which when he had | God raiſed his tenown, one was ' that ons 
ſaid, they thanked him for themsNor ws his | night there appeared vnto him 3 ſtarr of 4 
charity to the living leſs then it was to the | wonderfull brightnes : which came from the 
dead. He was very carefull in viſiting the ſick, | village of Saint Angelo, where he wasborn, 
and took great compaſſion of them. He recrea« | ina dire& line to Tolentin, and ftaidover 
ted them with his words : encouraged them | the Altar , where the Saint was wont to ſay 
to bear their pain with patience , and gaue | Maſs , and make his praier : God willing by 
them what he could for theic comfort. He re- | this viſion to declare, that this Saint waa 
cciued Religious men that came as ſtrangers, very reſplendent ar in his Church : and that 
as if they had been Angels from heauen. He | having had his origen in 4 place of ile 
exhilaratcd the ſad and ſorrowtull: comforted | name,he ſhould make an endat Tol:atin, and 
the afflicted : reconciled thoſe that were at va- | ſhould be buricd vader that Altar where the 
riance : luccoured the poor : delivered capti- | Rar Raied , as he was. And after his death, | 
ues,and thoſe that were in priſon. Finally the | eucry year vpon the ſame day on whichhe | 
liſe of Saint Nicholas was as of 4 moſt perfe& | died, the ſame ſtar appearcd in that place : 
man, and one come down trom heauen : and | which was ſeen by the people, who ypontlat | 
- our Lord fauored, and cheriſhed him as ſuch. | day flocked from all parts tothe Sepulcherot | 
Six months before he died ,cuery nightat the | the Saint out of deuotion , and to be cured | 
hour of Mattensthe Angels made him muſick: | of their infirmities , andto be comfontedin | 
and he vnderſtood that the hour of his happy | their ſorrows : and this laſted for many yea 
death approached; and ſo he foretold it, and | Afterwards Pope Eugeniusthe fourth, in the t 
aduertiled his religious brethren of it. And ha» | year of out Lord one thouſand four hundred t 
uing faln fick, and his infirmity encreafing, he | torty fix canonized him, and put him intothe : 
called them , aud asked them pardoa ot his'| Catalogue of the Saints : and Sixtns Quin | 
fault; : and deſired the Pyior to giue him ab« | in the firſt year of his Popedom , which ws \ 
ſolution ot all his finns, and to adminilter to | the year one thouſand fue hundred eight 
him the holy Sacraments of the Church : | nine , commanded thatthe tenth day of ? c 
which he receiued with very greatdeuotion, | tember ſhould be ſerued witha Double oftce : 
and abundance of tears. Aiterwards he cauſed | of Saint Nicholas of Tolentin , throughol a 
4 Croſs to be brought to him in which there | the whole Catholick Church: ( although l 
was a pecce of the Holy Crols of our Saviour: | terwards in the reformed Breuiary ol his Ho a 
which he adored with moſt profound humili- | lineſs Clement the cighth , it was made a x | 
ty, beſeeching our Lord , by the vertue ofhis | midoublce.)And itis obſerued that the Church l 
moſt holy Crols to laue him , and to detend | having been many years afflicted with gre 


him in that zourney , from all bad aſſaults and | 


divitons, and a long Schiſm , ined - 


® 


The Saints Protus, and Hyacinth, Martirs, 696 


vpon the Canonization of Saint Nicholas , | who being pricuouſlly , fick recouered her 
\ _ through his merits and praiers it obtained | health by the praiers of the Abbot Eugenius; -—— 
- peace and vnion. The life of Saint Nicholas | and thinking himto be a man, fell deſperate- *?7 
' ware was written by a graue andancient Religious | ly in love with him , and vpon i £ettain oc- SE ?* | 
| man of his Order,and Father Laurence Surivs | cation diſcouered her wicked defircs,tempting cember, 
recites it inhis fifth tome of the lives of Saints, | him ton: but the Saint ſharpely reprchended 
andthe Roman Martyrologe makes mention | her ,and ſtopped his cars againſt the hiſings 
of he. of the venemous ſerpent , and with all ſpeed 
fled out of the place where he was, ſhe ſeing 
ELLE EIA EEE LEÞ, her ſelf {corned and deſpiſed ( like another, 
2200 dyvv0 00007 $000090640020000 _— miſtreſs) cryed out,and faid, that the 
$95 $702005256 $00 $00: DOES ONES ot Eugenius would haue raviſhed her. She 
PPE IELLILELILIIELES, gaue m__ of this iy and falſhbo9d , to the 


Gouernor Philip, who was till i Pagan, and 


THE LIFE OF THE S AINTS knew not what was become ot his daughter ; 


/ tor that ſhe had departed from him and made 
"a ; P ROTV Sg, and Hyacinth , Martyrs, her ſelf Ghrciſtian, and taken the habit of Re- 


enbers ligion , without his knowledge. Our Lord 

oP Aint Protus , and Saint Hyacinth, | permitted this afliftion to betall Eugenius, 

ICs ..cc Eunuchs, and ſcruantstoa very | that we might know the frailty of women: , 
VEY, G noble Virgin called Eugenia, daugh- | and defend our ſclues againſt them: and by 
mo ter to Philip, a Senator of Rome , | this occafionto difcouer the vertue of thoſe, 
who being made PicteR of Alexandria in E- | who armed by his grace reſiſt their ficthly ap 
gypt went to live there , with his wife called | petites: and tomake more manifeſt the glory 
Claudia, and his daughter Eugenia, and all | and excellency of our holy Religion. Forithe 
his family, Eugenia was 4 Virgin , of 4 great | Prefe& Philip having heard the complaint of 
wit ,and of 4 rare beauty , and much inclined | Melancia , he commanded the Abbot Euge- 
to the Rudiesof human litterature, which at | nius to be brought before him. He came , 
that time flouriſhed in Alexandna.Eugenia in | bringing with him Protus, and Hyacinth in 
good carneſt applyed her ſelfto thole ſtudies: | their religious habits: Philip reprehended him 
and out of relpe& to her , her two ſeruants , | very ſharply, asking him, if their God Chriſt 
Protus and Hyacinth , reading good books, | taught them to abule, and offer violence t5 
and enlightened by our Lotd, came to vnder- } honorable Matrons, Eugenius made anſwer 
ſand the bladnes of the Gentils, that adored | with a grave feuerity and modeſty : There #5 4 
ſtones, and took for Gods men fo vitious,that | #5me fo be filent, and 2 time to ſp:ak : by and by 
they were vnworthy not only ofthe Name of | the truth (ball be ſeen of that which Melancia 
Gods, but alſo even of men , for that they li. | /ates, and for which you,8 Philip, reprebend me. 
ued like beaſts. They wade themſclues Chri- | Having ſaid this, ſhe tore her habit,and ſhews 
ſtiansand out of 3 deſire of greater perte&tion, | ed them her breaſts, and they faw that ſhe was 
they reſolued all three of thera to take the ha- | 4 woman , tothe aſtoniſhment of them all: 
bitofMonksin a Monaſtery of Religious men, | M-lancia being quite confounded, & the Gos 
where there was A holy Biſhop and Abbot, | uernor much admiring : who hauing vader» 
called Helepus, Eugenia clothed her ſelf in | itood that ſhe was his daughter Eugenia, and 
mans apparrel , and with her two ſeruants | betng informed of all that ſhe had don ,illu- 
and companions went to the Monaſtery , and | minated by i ray of divin light , he was con» 
demanded of Helenus the habit of his Order : | uerted to the faith of Ieſus Chriſt together 
and although he knew by divin reuclation, | with all his family, He left his offce and dig« 
that ſhe was 4 woman, who fcigned her ſelf | nity of Gouernor, and not long after was a 
| to be 4 man, and took the name ofEugenius, | Martyr of our Lord.The holy Virgin Eugenia 

and told her as much,yet he difſembled with | returned to Rome, with Protus and Hyacinth, 

her, becauſe he vnderſtood that ſo it was rhe | and by their example and holy converſation 
) will of God. He gave them all the habit , and | many were perſwaded to recciue the faith of 
they all began to lead 4 moſt holy life : and | Chriſt, The Emperor Gallienus heard ot it, 
eſpecially Eugenius , who ſurpaſſcd them all, | and commanded them to be apprehended; and 
it 


and was ynto them a pattern of all San&ity | ſentenced Eugenia, after ſhe had been put to 
and yertue, In ſuch forte that the Abbot Hc-| grieuous torments, to be beheaded. Protusand: | 
lenus dying , Eugenius was choſen Superior , | Hyacinth vnderweat the ſame lentence, whick, 
» although againit her will : and goucrned the | was cxecuted vponthem in the yeartwo hun- 
; lonaltery to the great ſatisfation of the Re- | dred fixty three vpon the day on which the 
. ligious , and with the praiſe and admiration | Church celebrates theit feaſt , the cleventhot 
] 


of Externs. la the ſame city of Alexandria | September : although the feaſt of the Martyr- 


b ere was 4 certain Matron called Melancia: { dom of Saint Eugenia is kept von the _ 
an 


6y7 The Exaltation of the Holy Croſs, 


: and twentith of December. Simcon Metaphra- 
*'11 ſtes, the Roman Martyrologe , arid thoſe of 
Sep- Bede, Vſuard , and Ado mike mention of 

cember. theſe Saints. 
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mn THE EXALTATION OF THE 
=. Holy Croſs, 


S x p- 
tember, * 


*& 'T is moſt certain , that the calawi 
. tys which we mortalls ſuffer , are 
FAT moſt commonly the puniſhments ot 


ourhns , and are chaltiſements ſent vs from 
beaucn : and one of the greateſt icourges of 
God 1s , when he permits a4 diflolute , ſlouth- 
full , and vitious Prince to hold the ſcepter 
and command, - For he being the head of the 
commonwealth, he deriues his infirmity to 
all the other members.Such was the Emperor 
Phocas,who killed Mauricivs, &ſucceeded him 
in the Empire : and becauſe our Lord would 
puniſh him, and together with him all his ſub- 
jets , he ſtirred vp Coſroas King of Petlia, 
who ſhould make wazr againſt him , and 
ſhould overcome him, and kill him, and deſ- 
troy many and great Prouinces of the Roman 
Ermpite. After the death of Phocas , Heraclius 
ſucccelJed him in the Empire : who found it 
fo vaprovided, diſarned, & without ſtrength, 
that tor many;years he could not encounter 
with , or make rcliſtance againſt Coſroas, for 
that he was armed , pctent, and vidorious; 
and as maſter ot the field made war againſt 
Hezaclius with great aJuantage, ſetting vpon 
now. one City , andthen another, and taking 
them by, force of armcs , and conquering all 
Syria, now called Suria. At laſt he came a+ 
9ainſt the holy city of Icrufalem , and took 
it,and ſacked it,and killed in it (asthey write) 
cighty thouſary! perſons , and carried away 
captiue and priſoner with him Zachary , the 
Patriach of Ieruſalem, a holy man , and an 
excellent Prelate, together with 4 great num- 
ber of other people { although ſome Authors 
ſay, that this happened in the later end of 
Phocas his raigne, ) But that which wasmoſt 
reſented was , that he took the wood of the 
Croſs ofleſus Chriſt our Redeemer , which 
Saint Helena, mother of the Emperor Con- 


fiantin , had leit in Ieruſalem : and carried it | 


into Perſia , and put it with great reuerence 
vpon the top of |.is feat and Royal throne, 


| away out of thoſe parts , through Wie 


which was of pure gold, ſet with many pearls 
and precious ſtones. Heraclius ſeing the dams | 
mapes of his Empire, and his own ſmall for- 

ces, and the great ſtrongthoft his enemy, he ! 


- 


# 


reſolued to demand peace, or & trac 
X ; c 
make them, although vpon diſbononn r 


vitorys he bad gotten, that he would admit 
cf no treaty of agreement, but vpon congit 
that the Emperor Heraclivs would deny th 
taith of Ieſus Chriſt. Then the Emperors : 
uerted himſelf to almighty Gcd, and rakin 
great confidence in him ( for that the cayj 
leemed to be his, and not mans) he reſolve 
to gather an army , and to fgkt his ene 
and todo the vimolt that he could that þe 
might not triumph over Chriſtian Religion, 
as he had triumphed ouer the many cities and 
Provinces, which he had pillaged and ge. 
{troyed, For this purpoſe the firſt thing which 
he did was to recurte to almighty God, who 
is the Lord of Arivys, and of viftorys: andto 
command throughout all his Empire many 
praicrs ,*ſupplications , Proceſſions , Faſt, 
aims deeds, and other good works, herebytg 
appeaſe the anger of God, And then inſtantly 
he gatheredan atmy ofnew and freſh (oldiers 
(for that he had no old ones) and to accuſton 
them to their weapons ,heexeiciſedthem he. 
fore he came to giue battel to the eneny, 
With this army Heraclius went out to ſeck 
Coſroas reſolued to fight him , with cooks 
dence that God would giue him the vidory, 
and bumble that blaſphemousand inlolcnt 
King, who was ſo puftcd vp with the good 
ſuccels, which the fame God gaue him, for the 
cbaſtiſement of the Chriſtians,but he blindly 
attributes it to himſelf, and to hisown valor 
and ſtrength. And the Emperor, that he might 
go the more ſecurely,carricd in hisright hand 
a very devout image of our Lady , or (accor- 
ding to others)of Ieſus Chriſt our Redeemer ; 
and perhaps it was of both the mother and 
her ſon: and this image ( as they wiite) was 
not drawn by the hand of any man , butcame 
from heaucn. For his hope was not in the 
number of menand forces which he lead,but 
in the merey of our Lord, and inthe inter 
cc{hon and patronage of his bleſſed motuet, 
With this confidence Heraclius WcPt ont 
with hisarmy , now exerciſed, and well diſct- 
plined, and tavght to keep themſclues from 
all fin, from robberies ,and injuries , 20d - 
fight more for the glory of God, then forothet 
temporal intereſts, Coſroas thoughtit20! b 
in his own perſon to expect Heraclius, 
giuc him battel, but he retreatedinto hi50V 
countrey , and made all the corn t0 be cl 
down, andall other proviſions t9 be carrie 
tncught the enemy would pals; and by el 
ther way ſent A very rumerous arm) © br 
and «kilfull {o!diers , vader a Gener® _ 
Sarauage , or Saluare : with whom 0 het 
fought, and got the victory , althoug : «| wi 


14, 
vnreaſonable conditicns. But Coſrogs = ; ; ) 


infolent with his great pewer , and With the *dq x6 
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te] was ſharply and foutly fought on both 


|= Gdes. The king of Perſia was not diſafayed 


I4 -had ſucceſs, but gathering another grea- 
ef _— he ſent it —_ neline, _—_ a 
very ſtout General, and of great tame, called 
$ain, or Satin. There was fought betwixtthe 
(wo armies 2 very crucky and bloody bartel, 
which begun at the rifing of the ſun and |a- 
ited vntill 3 good while aſter midday without 
cither parts getting of the victory, And now 
when the Perfians charged very turiouſly,and 
the Ecvperors ſorces began to yeeld, Heraclius 
turning himſelt to almighty God, begged his 
aid.chrough the interceſſion of the molt lacred 
Virgin : and our Lord fo heard his praicrs , 
that immediately there aroſe 4 very ſtrong 
wind, with a ſtorm of rain and hail , which 
came on the backs of the Imperialiſts, and in 
the faces of the Perſians; whereby in a ſhort 
time they were put to flight, routed and, ouer- 
come. But Coſrocs being yery powerful theſe 
two victorys, Which the Emperor had gatten, 
were not ſufficient to make him yeeld ,but be 
gathered i third army yet greater arid more 
numerous then the former, andordained for 
the Captain of it , a very vndetſtanding man, 
andskilfullin warlike affairs,called Razathe- 
nes: who gaue battel to Reraclius, but by the 
yertue of the Holy Croſs was alſo overcome 
and killed , with a great part of hisarmy,He- 
racliusſtoptly fighting in his own perſon;and 
like 3 Valiant Soldier Killing with his own 
hand three prime men, and hike 4 wiſe and ex» 
perienzed Captain gouerning and animating 
his army; By this third defeat the power of 
Colrces was To weakened , and himſelf fo 
diſhartened, that not daring to expe the Em- 
peror, he fled into Perſia , and paſſed over the 
river Tigris; and in Order to his aid and ſuc- 
cour he made choice ofhis ſecond ſon, called 
Medarſes; to be king together with himſelf, 
vithout having any regard to Siroes hiselder 
lon, who had more: courage and diſcretion. 
Which Siroes did fo reſent,that he reſolued to 
take away from his father and brother , both 
their kingdom and life , for the injuſtice that 
badbeen don him;And accordingly he did ſo, 
and made peace with the Emperor Heraclius, 
andreſtored vnto him allshe Provinces which 
tis father had taken from the Erapire , and 
Gliucred vp to bim all the Royal treaſure 
which his father poſſeſſed : and fulfilled many 
ether conditions very honorable and profita= 
ble to the Emperor. Butthe cheifcſ was, that 
be reſtored the Holy Croſs which he had in 
his power, and the Patriarch ot Jeruſaiem, 
and the teſt of the Chriſtian captiues , which 
vere many, And this was the end of this war 
ater fome years ; God almighty teaching vs 
byit, the confidence which we oughtto hauec 
him :and that we ought not to be diſhartee 
ped, but to humble our 1elues when he chaſti- 
| Tom, 2, 


zes vs : nor to be vainly puffed vp with pro- 
[perous luccels , but to acknowledge that it 


comes from his hand. The Emperor Heraclius' 


went to Hieruſalem to giue thanks to our 


ot our Redemption which had been fourteen 
years in the poſſeſſion of Coſtoes, He entred 
into the city with it,carrying it vpoa his ſhoul- 
ders with the greateſt pomp and ſolemnity 
that can be imagined. But there happened a 
very ſtrange thing in thistrivmph of the Em- 
peror, that coming to the gate of the city with 
the Holy Crols, he ſtopped ,andenteauoring 
to go forwards, wasnotable to mone himſelf, 
without being able to vnderſtand the cauſe 
of his detainitig, There went by the ſide of 
the Emperor the Patriarch Zachary , or Mo- 
deſtus(asSuidas ſaies)who aduer:iſcd him,that 


rent manner and faſhion , then it was carricd! 


the Patriarch) carry i very richly attired and 
in your Tyrperial robes , but Chriſt our Lord 


rial crown pon your bead , and he vith 2 cron 
of thorn , and be went barefoot , bat you with 
your shooveron,Zachary ſcemed tothe Emperor 
to ſpeak reaſon : wherefore he clothed him- 
ſelf poorely;took off his crown from his head, 
and barefoot went along with the Proceſſion, 
vntill he had put the Holy Crofs in the very 
ſame place, whence Coſrocs had taken it. And 


becauſe our Lord would comfort and make 


olad his people; and ſhew the vertue ofthe 
holy Croſs ; beſides the 6ther wonderfull 
things which happened vpon thatday, 2 dead 
man was raiſed to life, four troubled with the 
palſey were cured, and fifteen that were blind 


ſick people reſtored to perfe health. Andthis 
is the canſe of the great Feaſt which the. 
Church celebiates to day, vnder the name of 
the Exaltation of the Croſs. Thettuth is,this 
was not the cauſe why this feaſt was inſtituted, 
for many years before the raign of Heraclius, 
the Grecians kept I feaſt ypon this very day, 
vnder the name of the Exaltation of the Holy 

Croſs: and the Latins did the fame, as is to be 
ſeen! in the Sacramentary of Saint Gregory : 

celebrating the glory of the Croſs , which 
was extendedand illuſtrious throughout the 

whole world in the time of the Emperor Cone 
Rantin. But the vitorys which Heraclius ob- 
tained , and the recouery of the wood of the 
holy Croſs out of the hands of the encn\ies, 


the placing it in Jerulalem,to the great glory 


| of our Lord ,and good ofhis Church wasthe 


Ri cauſe 


Lord for the great and glorious vitorys which' 
he had giuen him, carrying with him the Croſs 


perhaps the cauſe of that ſo ſtrange a miracle- 
was, his carrying of the Croſs in a quite diftc=,,% 


poorely and meanly clothed : you with an Impe-' 


recciued iheyr fight , and ten lepers were 
cleanſed , arid many that were tormented by. 
the divel were Freed, anda great number of 


and the ceſtoring of it to the Chriſtians, and' 


698 


S x P* 
tember, 
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Saint Nicomedes, Martyr. 


cauſe why this feaſt was celebrated withgrea« | __ — he was hidden, andin 
too 


ter ſolemnity and joy then before, as Cardi- 
nal Baronius has obſerued. This reſtitution 
of the Holy Croſs happened vpon the four- 
teenth of September , and in the ninetecnth 
year of the Empire of Heraclius, which was 
the year of our Lord fix hundred twenty nine, 
although Sigibert puts it inthe year ſix hun- 
dred thirty one. The Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory 
ſpeakes of it in the eighteenth book , and the 
Martyrologes, the Roman, and thoſe of Bede, 
Viuard , aud Ado make mention of it. 
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THE LIFE OF $S. NICOMEDES, 
Prieſt and Martyr. 


Hen the glorious Virgin Saint Pe- 

tronilla, to conſerue her virginity 

for her moſt dear ſpouſe Icſus 
Chriſt, refuſed to marry Count Flaccus (as we 

have ſaid in her life) and beſought our Lord, 
to take her to himſelf entireand pure ; a holy 
Prieſt, called Nicomedes , came to her houſe, 
and ſaid Maſs , and communicatcd her , and 
ſhe receiuing her God , gaue vp her ſoul to 
him. The holy Virgin had in her company 
another yong maid, called Felicula, very like 
her in ſanQity, beauty ,and good manners:and 
the Count Flaccus,ſeing that his firſt marriage 
with Saint Petronilla had not ſucceeded, he 
caſt his eyes vpon Felicula , and made ſutec to 
her, that ſhe would accept of him for her huf- 
band:and when he could not win her conſent 
hereunto by fair means, he reſolued to obtain 
that by force , which he could not get by 
kindnes,tclling her that ſhe muſt make choice 
of one of the two , either take him for her 
husband, or cls offer ſacrifice to the Gods. 
Felicula anſwered him with great &cedom : 
F will not be thy Wife , becauſe I am efpouſed 
0 Telus ChrifF , nor Nil I ſacrifice to thy Gods , 
becauſe 1 am & Chriſtian, Flaccus was enraged 
aboue meaſure and deliuered her vp to his 
Vicar , that he might examin her cauſe: and 
in fine after they had ſbut her vp ſcuen daies 
in 4 datk chamber, without giuing her any 
thing to cat, and had kept her as many other 
daics amongſt the Ueſtal Virgins ( where ſhe 
would not eat of their meats, becauſe they 
had becn offered vp to the Goddeſs Veſta) 
they tormented her ypon therack equuless, 
and afterwards threw her into 4 fiithy fink, 
where ſhe gaue vp her ſoul to God.S.Nicome« 
des Prieſt ( he who adminiſtred the Bleſled | 
Sacrament to S, Petronilla at the hour of her 


the nj 
he body of Saint Felicula; and Wen Fay | 


about 4 mile from Rome, in th 
eArdeatina.Flaccys hearin $ of this —_ : + 
of charity, which Nicomedes had don oy 
manded him to be apprehended ,and ved al 
the art he poſſibly could to perſwade him to 
ſacrifice tothe Gods: but the Saint laughin 
at all hispromiſſes,and threats, he cont 
him to be ſo cruelly whipped , that in the tor- 
ment he rendred vp his ſoul to our Lord.The 
ludge tommanded his body tobecalt intothe 
river Tybur : but a Clergy.man called Juſtus 
(who wasno leſsjuſt in deed , thenin name) 
| ſought for it,and found it , and buried it in his 
own garden, neer the wall of the City , ia the 
way called Numentana, Thither came man 
Chriſtians, and by his merits obtained of God 
great fauors. He died vpon the fifteenth of 
September , on which the Church celebrates 
his Feaſt, He had 4 Chutch and 3 burying 
place of his name in Rome, The Martyrologes 
write of Saint Nicomedes, the Roman, and 
thoſe of Bede , Vſuard, and Ado, and Card 
dinal Baronius in his Annotations, | 
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THE LIFE OF $. CORNELIS, 
Pope and Martyr, = 
| iy 
2, Y the death of the holy Pope tak 
» Fabian , the Church of Chrilt 
P became 4 widdow and without 
AN} 3 Paſtor;and by the terrible pete 
PV ſccution of the Emperor Decius 
ſbe was ſo afrighted,8& afflied, that ſhe remai- 
ned more then a whole year without ay ones 
being choſen to ſucceed Fabian and withouta 
$kilfull , couragious,and holy Pilot who miglt 
| gouern the ſhip of Saint Peter inthat tempel. 
But it pleaſed our Lord , that the Roma 
Clergy,moucd by thepreſcat necelbity, 1 
aſſemble themſelues , with many BI 
which at that time were in Rome, andchook 
Cornelius a Roman Citizen,ſon of Calunu 
for their Father and vniuerſal Paſtor. This 
was ſo fitt choice, that Saint Cyprian (Vi 
lived at that time) faics that it was by 
ordination , and that Saint Cornelius d 6 
aſcend to that dignity , as others, all ont 
ſadden,butaſter he had firſt ſerued and oe 
cited himſelf in all the Eccleſiaſtical O'%® 
and offices. And he addes,that ſogreat W® 
purity of conſcience, humility , 3007 c 


death) being advertiſed of it , went out of 3 | 


: | V 
j it was necellary {0 
of Cornclius , that it W tiolence 


— 7 a ao -. a.c A” A_ cc = i 


. YT OF TR | ow NR =N—Yy 


LA _£ASRRrTA@£A ad 


ESTTFSYSESPRTe@eT ce =P 


Ly 


= E 


violence ,to make him willing 'to be Pope : 


_- and be prailes extraordinarily , the courage, 
; > Þþ 
cc nbc? accept 


:rit, and conſtancy of Cornclius,for having 
ed of that dignity, in a time in which 
he could ex{pe& nothing, but the ſword, the 
Croſs , the hire , and all the 'other torments, 
which the Martyrs ſpffered ; offering himſelf 
yp for out Lord, and ſuffcring'in will and 
af: ion , whatſocuer the will of the tyrant 
could make him ſuffer. Thus Saint Cyprian, 
After that Saint Cornelius was ſeated in his 
Apoſtolical chair, he ſuffered many and great 
grieuances both from Hereticks , and from 
Tyrants. For there roſe vp a Biſbopin Africa, 
called Nouatus, an Heretick , and who ( as S. 
Cyprian faies) was 4 friend of Noueltys, conc» 


tous, proud, and arrogant , and as it were a 


faming torch to ſet the world on fire with 
hy ſeditions; and like a whirlwind and tea- 
peſt ,to ſhipwrack our holy Faith : an enemy 
of peace, and of all quietnes and tranquillity, 
This Nouatus fearing to be puniſhed 1a Afri- 
a, where he was known ,went to Rome,and 
there met with 4 Roman Prieſt, called Noua» 
tian, who was very malecontent , becauſe 
Cornelius was choſcn Pope before him.Thele 
two combined together , and began falſly to 


Saint Cornelius, Pope and Martyr. 


. 


calumniate the holy Pope Cornelius : and 
raiſed 4 Schiſm in the Church againſt the true 


Pope,the Schimaticks chuſingNouatian Biſhop 
of Rome, and they committed many inſolen» 
cys, andinjuſtices. The which S. Cornelias, 
as for that which concerned himſelf , ſuffered 
with gacat paticnce and mecknes : but as far 
that which toucht the good of the Church, 
and his office, he made refiſtance : and gathe« 
red a Council in Reme , in which Nouatus 
and Nouatian were condemned , and all their 
followers , and the errors which they taught: 
and 2 great number of the faithfull , who had 
been | axrvis” by them were þrought back 
to the vaity of the Church, and with many 
tearsand true repentance begged pardon. of 
Saint Cornelius. He received them with all 
ſwectnes and chatity , aſſembling the Prieſts 
ofRome, and the Catholick people , to the 
end that as their fault had been publick , fo 
their repentance might be publick alſo: as the 
fame Saint Cornelius Pope writcs to Saint 
Cyprian in an Epiſtle, la this manner our 
Lord gave the holy Pope Viftory ouer his 
enemies : and that tempeſt ceaſed , which had 
cauſed him ſo much trouble. But with this the 
other tempeſt , and crucl perſecution of the 
tyrants did not ccaſe : which was fo terrible, 
that the ſame Saint Cornelius ſpeaking of it, 
in an epiſtleto Lupicin Biſhop of Vienna, has 
theſe words : I defare that you sbould wnder- 
ſand, moſt dear brotber,that the arck of our Lord 
1 grienouſly toſied With the Y1ndof perſecution, 
#ndthat the Chriſtians in all parts,ty che edi 
f the Bmpetors , are afflufled with diners kinds 


| 


_—— 


| of 'torments : and in Rome there is an Emperor 


to-this very parpoſe , ſo that the Chriſtians can 


not offer vp the boly Satrifice of Maſs euther $7, p. 
publikely , or in the more known grotts. Where* tember, 


fore let your charity exhort all that belieut in 
Cbriſt,that they fear not thoſe who kill the boty, 
but that Lord, who has pover to'kell both foul 
ani b)gy. Many bane been crowned Yith <Miure 
Lyr dom : pray to Gol that be giue vi grace hap- 
pity to end our courſe , as be bas reucaled nto 
Vs. God keep you , moſt dear brother. Salute in 
our name all thoſe that lowe vs in Chriſt, His 
therto are the words of Saint Cornclius , in 
the beginning of that perſecution , in the 
which he was baniſhed to Centum cellz ,4 
City which fome fay is called Forcele. When 
Saint Cornelius was in baniſhment, S. Cy- 
prian writ a letter to him , praiſing him for 
his great fortitude and conſtancy, with which 
like 4 valiant Captain he went before his 
folders : and preceding thei by his example 
to.the crown of Martyrdom , he had made 
many companibns of his glory: and he addes 
theſe words: Thow baſt ginen 4 great example 
of. fortitude to all thy bretberen; thou baſt taught 


them glorionſly to fear God , cloſely to embrac# 
| Jeſus Chriſt, that the people muſt unite themfel- 


wee with the Prieſts in dangers , and that bre» 
theren muſ} not be ſeparated from their bretheren 
in time of per(ecation , and that union and con« 
card can nexer be onercome,and that the God of 
peace grawnts to the poaceable, that which toges 
ther,aud with one hart they 41h bim, The enemy 
bas wnder Ford, that the ſoldiers of Chriſt watch, 
and ate armed, and ready to fight , andthat they 
cax dy , but wot beonercome, and that therefore 
they are invincible, becau(e they fear not death, 


$o Saint Cyprian , who wrote many other + 


epiſtles to Sajnt Cornel1us Pope praiſing hira, 
exhorting hia, animating him , and aduerti« 


fing him. of what occurred tobim forthe good 


of the whole Church. This communication 


by letters betwixt Saint Cornelius and Saint 
Cyprian came tothe knowledge of Volufian 
Emperor, who ( Decivs being vnfortunately 
dead in puniſhment for his fins) raigned with 
Gallus his father, and vnderſtanding that ma« 
ny went to Centum Cellz to fee the holy 
Prelate , be commanded that he ſhould be 
brought to Rome. He ſpoke with himin pri. 
uate , and Cornelius anſwering him with 
great courage and conſtancy, he commanded 
him to be taken out of his preſence , andes 
be beaten vpon his holy mouth with balls of 
lead , and to be carried to the techpie of Mars, 
there to offer Sacrifice, and in cale he would 
not obey to haue his head cut off, Before they 
carried Saint Cornelius to the temple of Mars, 
Cereals who had charge of him , defired hin 
that he would go to his bouſe and vifitbis 
wite, called Saluſtia who was troubled with 


the palſcy , and had been fo for fikeen yon 
T 
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Saint Cornelius, Pope and Martyr; 


The Saint entred into the houſe of Cercalis, 
=—— took Saluſtia by the band , and !aid vnto her: 


I6, 
Sxp- 
rember. 


Fm the nameof Teſus Chriſt of Nazareth ariſe, 


and ftand wpon thy feet. And immediately the 
woman roſe vp, and ſaid: Jn: very truth Chni/i 
is God, and the ſon of God ;and defired forth- 
with to be baptized ; and Saint Cornelius 
baptizcd her : and alſothe ſoldiers of Cerealis, 
that were preſent , hauing.ſcen that ſo great 
a miracle , caſt themſclucs at his-feet , and de- 


* fired him to baptize them : and he did fo, and 


ſaid Maſs; and communicated them. When 
the Emperor vnderſtood what had paſſed in 
the houſe of Cerealis , he commanded him to 
be apprehended , together with Saluſtia his 
wife, and all the ſoldiers, that had been bap- 
tized, and to be carricd with Corneliusto 
the Temple of Mars , to the end that they 
ſhould either -offer Sacrifice , or dy, but they 
all following the cxawple of their good ma- 
ſer, and boly Paſtor deridedand ipit vpon 
their fals Gods, and were all beheaded with 
bim to the number of one arid twenty per- 
ſons. Bleſfied Lucina, came that night accom- 
anicd by many of the Clergy , and her fer- 
Cams . and took the bodics of the holy Mar- 
tyrs,& buricd them ina ficld of het ownsneer 
the Churchyard of Calixtus.S.Gornelit ſuffe- 
red Martyrdom vpon the fourteenth of Sep- 
ember , in the year of our Lord two hundred 
fifty five, in the raign of Gallusand- Voluſian, 
and not of Decius, as ſome*write , deceiued 
by the title of the perſecution, which was 
calledthe perſecution of Decius; although it 
was continued by Gallus and Voluftan. For 
it was as it werea continuation of the perſe- 
cution which Decius had begun ,' and was 
executed by vertue of the fame laws and 
edits, which Decius had promulgatcd; Saint 
Cornelius fat in the chair of Saint Peter two 
years , as Saint Hicrom wiites : although ſome 
give him more time , becauſe perhaps they 
count the beginning. ot his Popedom from the 
death of Saint Fabian : not reflecting, that the 
Apoſtolicall ſeat was vacayt more then 4 
year , before Saint Cornelius was choſen. We 
read not that he gave any holy Orders ; which 
is a very rarc thing , and hardly to be found 
of any other Pope. Saint Hierom reckons S. 
Cornelius Pope amongſt the Ecclchaſtical 
writers,and faics that he writ four very 9rauc 
Epiſtles. This holy Pope did divers things 
very profitable for the ornament and otory of 
the Roman Chuzch. He took the bodies of 
the bleſſed Aþoſtles Saint Peter and S, Paul 
out of the Grotts,for that they were not kept 
the c with convenient decency.Lucina3 very | 
noble Roman Matron buried the body of 
Saint Paul in her. own inheritance , in the | 
way of Oltia , ncer to the place where he was 
beheaded: and afterwards the Emperor Con- 
ſtagtia built there &very ſumptuous Church, 


| although the Gentils ſcoffed at him as Ladtan- 


' Saint Cornelius put the bod 


| y of Saint Pex 
in the Vatican mountain, whe tOete 


re alſotheftin, 
Emperor built another Church wm, 6, 


magnihcence; That Saint Corneliuy wal A x 
bodies of the Apoſiles out ofthe Gro. 51 
be read in the book of the Popes of bon. pal 


which goes vnder the name of Dan... 
thoughCardinal Baronius doybts oit ae 
made certain decrees of things very profil 
vſcfull and convenient, which atcto be { 5 
in the book of the Councils. 7 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT (PR > 
Bishop and Martyr, © 
Ja He life of the glorious Biſtop 


p and moſt valiant Martyr Saint 
_— Was Wtitteti by Ponti. 
:(%% us his Deacon, and companion 
0G T in his life , baniſhment and 
death, and of whom the Roman Martyroloys 
makes mention as ofa Saint and Saint Hictom 
puts him in the Catalogue of Eccleſiaflicat 
writers , tor hauing written the life of Saint 
Cyprian. Nor did only Saint Pontius write his 
like, but alſo many of the moſt famous Dnc. 
tors of the Church ,as Saint Gregory Nazi- 
anzen , Saint Hierom , Saint Auguſtin, and 
others do highly praiſe Saint Cyprian: whoſe 
life was as tollowes, Saint Cyprian was an 
African born, of a noble extraftion, potent 
man,i very honorable Senator in hiscity,and 
who had the chiefdignity of that Order, and 
of great eſteem amongſt the Gentils, Hegaue 
himſelf to the ſtudys of eloquence, and Phi- 
loſopby with great diligence, and becauci 
very cminent Philoſopticr ,and Orator: and 
before he was , baptized taught Rhetorick 
with great honor and applaus, He was fani- 
liarly acquainted with 4 Chriſtian Prieſt cal 
| led Eecily : whoby his holy life , and lear 
ning perſwaded him to make himlelt3 Chriſti 
an ; and Cyprian did fo, withſuchparticulat 
acknowledgement of the favor which God 
did hina by the means of Cecily , thathe took 
his name , and cuet after called himſelfCecily 
Cyptian, andalwaies rcucrenced lim as bis 
firitual father , and maſter of his new like + 
The world was amazed at the conueriion of 
Saint Cyprian (as Saint Hierom ſaies) and thc 
Chiiſtians were much animated and cnc 
raged, for that aur Lord had giuen thema man 
of ſuch renown, and fo valiant 2 Captain: 


5 Vs, AE 
- X - 2 


. tius Firmianus faies, for leauing his School 


of Rhetorick, and in deriſion called him ©%* 
prian, 


Dd en as com cox» ow £m oa mac © aac cc ac .T. wo 


; at is to ſay Goldfinder, or one that 
pn dung. As ſoon as he had receiued 
* the light of heauen,, and was regenerated in 
4 the water of holy Baptiſa 5 he re- 
commended his wife , and the children he had 
by her to Cecily the Prieſt ; and leaving them 
what was neceſſary for their ſuſtenance , he 
diftribut:d the reſt of his great riches to the 

oor and began toliuc 4 moſt periet life, and 
to teach the people ſuch ſublime and diuin 
Jocin , that it ſeemed rather to have come 
down from heaucn , then to have beea learnt 
ypon earth, For hauing been baptized , he be- 
cane immediately a moſt excellent Diuin: 
and although the ſame Saint Cyprian faies , 
that after his baptiſm he made no account of 
eloquence , but endcauored to ſuppreſs all 
| elegancy and oraament of words : yet not- 
withſtanding his writings make-the greateſt 
Orators, and the moſt ſublime wits to admire 
them. La&antius , who was very eloquent, 
praiſes Saint Cyprian for the copiouſnes,and 
{weetnes , and clearnes of his ſtile, and for 
his force and cffcacy in perſwading. AndSs, 
Gregory Nazianzen ,4 man eminent for clo- 
quence ; faics of himſelf , that he was much 
affeed to the writings of Saint Cyprian, for 
hisſingular learning and eloquence,in which 
hedid as much ſurpaſs other men , as men do 
beaſts, And Saint Hierom faics of him, that he 
was4 torrent of cloquence, eleer , pure, and 
abounding. Whence we may gather, that if 


the eloquence of Saint Cyprian was ſo great, | 


when he cut it ſhort , and endeauoured to 
ſuppreſs it, how great it was when he ſhewed 


it in its full vigor and excellency. And Saint | 


_ cs , that in ſome places by the 
will of God Saint Cyprian elcuates his ſtile, 
that we might vadullnd the greatnes ofthe 
eloquence, which he had before : and that 
the dotrin of Chriſt curcd him of that ſuper- 
perfluity , and gaue him another eloquence 
mote graue and religious , as isto be lecn in 
lis writings: which it is caſy to deſire when 
yeread them , but is hard to attain vnto, The 
life of Saint Cyprian was ſo excellent, andthe 
raies of light , which immediately after his 
baptiſm he began to ſpread abroad by his hea- 
venly dodrin, were ſo reſplendent,that alitle 
after he was ordained Prieſt , and the Biſhop 
ofCarthage being dead, by the common,con» 
ſent ofthe Chriſtians he was choſen for Pre- 
late, and Paſtor of that flock of our Lord:The 
Saint refuſed it as much aghe could, alledging 
thatin that city there were many other Prieſts 
more ancient then he ( that i litle before had 
ſt Jdolatry) who for their learning and holy 
life better deſerued that dignity : but the more 
he refuled it , the more worthy he was of it, 
and the people was the more defirous and 
preſſing that he , and none but he , ſhould be 
theu Biſhop and Pelate, S, Cyprian ietired 
Tom, 3, 
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_ into his houſe ; commanded the. doors 


to be made faſt : the people compaſſed his 
houſe about on all ſides: & at laſt he was con- 
ſtrained to _-_ himſelf vp tothe will of God, 
and the violence of the people. There wanted 
not ſome who out of couctouſnes and ambi- 
tion went about to hinder that ele&ion ( as 
4 Prieſt called Feliciſimus, with five others 
his companions) butthele afterwards both at 
Carthage and at Rome, promoted the Schiſm 
of Novtlatus , and became hereticks, yea (as 
Saint Cyprian himlſelffaies) in the perſecution 
of Decius , they joyned themſclues with the 
Pagans to perſecute the Chriſtians. There 
were others alſo, who(although with i better 
intention) oppoſed the ele&ion of Saint Cy- 

rian, becauſe he was newly conuertedto the 
Faith : not conſidering the quality and emis 
nency of his perſon, and that God our Lord 
who choſe him, had adorned him with allthe 
yertues which were neceſſary for ſo high 4 
dignity. Yet after he was ſeated in his Epiſ. 
pilcopal chair , he treatedtheſe ycry perſons 
with ſuch louc and courteſy ; that cucry one 
wonared at it, | a - 

But what tongue can worthily explicate 
the way which this holy Paſtor took to feed, 
cure , and defend that flock which our Lord 
had committed to his charge ? Great was hig 
mercy towards the weak and humble, maracls 
lous his rigor and ſeucrity towards the proud 
and ſtubborn. His countenance was cheers 
fully graue,and yy cheerfull ; with fach I 
rare mixture and temperature ,that thoſe who 
conuerſcd with him kaew not whether they 
ſhould loue him , or fear him more : for that 
he deſetnucd both the one and the other. His 
habit and clothing was neither curious , nor 
altogether vile and contemptible, fot the ex- 
ceſs had not become his perſon, nor the defe& 
his funion. He was mercifull to the poor , 
giving them large alms , which the rich , and 
deuout people offered vnto him with liberall 
hand. In fine he was 4 molt loving father to 
all, 4 moſt vigilant Paſtor , a maſter come 
down from heauen, a form, pattern, and mo- 
del of holy Pxclates. At that time there aroſe 
a. furious tempeſt againſt the Church, Decius 
being Emperor , who although his raign was 
but ſhort, and God reucaled to Saint Cyprian 
that it ſhould be ſo, yet was he very fierce 
and cruel againſt our holy religion. For ( as 
the ſameSaint Cyprianſaies) our Lard would 
prouc his family, and awaken and raife vpthe 
faithof the faithfull,which was falndown, and 
as it wereaflecp, For by reaſon of the peace, 
which the Church had enjoyed, in the time of 
the two Philips , father and ſon Emperors, 
Ecclefiaſticall diſciplin wasmuch relaxed: and 
all attended to their own intereſts , and to 

their riches with an vnſatiable thirſt and 
couctouſnes. There was got in the Pricfts a 
S(s dus 
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due piety and devotion ; nor in their offi- 


m— ccrs 3 fidelity, nor in their works mercy , 


I6s 
Ep=- 


nor'in their manners and cuſtomsa befitting 
modeſty. Amongſt women there was much 


tembere ppovery , painting ,and trimming , and a- 


mong{t men great licentiouſnes , and am» 
bition : many fals oaths , batreds , rancors , 
and diſſenſions, Some _y neplefing 
the care of their flock, attended more totheir 
own temporal gain , then to the relieving of 
the neceſſities of the poor : and in fihe the 
Church had loſt in a great meaſure that luſter, 
and ſplendor , which before it had. And to 
xcſiorc it again , God ſent the ſcourge of that 
great perſecution ; and Saint Cyprian had a 
revelation of it, and forewarned the people to 
prepare themſelues for it, and to appeaſe our 
Lord by praiers , faſtings, tears, and other 
fruits of true repentance. The Perſecution 
came ; and the holy Prelate hid himſelt , not 
to fly from it, but to ſuffer more, and ina more 
ſcaſonable time, For the Holy Ghoſt com 
manded him to abſent hiniſclf, that the Bock 
of the faithfu}l might not be ſcattered , and 
put to flight, and the ſhepheard being dead , 
be torn in peeces and deuoured . by the 
wolues: as himſclfteſtifycs in an epiſtle which 
he wrote to the Prieſts of Carthage. And 
Pontius his Deacon ſaics the ſame : and the 
Roman Clergy approued of Saint Cyprians 
tetiring himſelf in that ſeaſon. The Saint be- 
ing hidden, the Pagans ,and miniſters of the 
Emperor fought for him with all poſſible care 
and diligence : and asthe Saint himſclf fates, 
oftentimes when the people was in the Am» 
phitheater, —a——_—_ with feaſts and ſpeta. 
cles, they exclamed ,and demanded Cyprian 
to be brought thither that they might caſt him 
to the Lions. They confiſcated his goods (as 
he ſaies ) and proclamed, that whoſoeyer had 
ot polleſſcd any thing of the goods of Cecily 
Cyprian, Biſhop of the Chriſtians , he ſhould 
came and declare it; And Saint Cyprian addes 
againſt the Schiſmaticks , who had choſen a* 
nother Biſhop to ſtand in competition with 
him, theſe words : To the end that thoſe who 
belieue not in God , Who made me Bisbop, migbt 
beliewe in the diuel , Who confiſcating my goods, 
calls me Bishop. This f ſay greining for their 
perdition and not by Yay of boaſting. Thus Saint 
Cyprian. 

It is not to be belicued what fruit the 
holy Prelate did , when he was hidden in that 
ſecret place. He was the cauſe, that many did 
pennance , and left the world, ahd that jmany 
Virgins conſecrated their Virginity to God, He 
preached truth to the hereticks, and vanity to 
the Schiſmaticks, and peace tothe children of 
God: he animatcdthe Martyrs to ſuffer cou- 
7agioully tor Chriſt, the torments which were 
inflicted ypon them, and cucn death it ſelf. He 
aſlemblcd in fecret and by-places now {onus 


— —_— 


and then others, and preached to 
_ the _ was come, in whi 

c fcen who were the true fri 
and that they ſbould wish re jos: ha 'Godl - 
perſecuted them , but that they fhoula - ; 
them,and pray to God for them ſein th; - 
Pagan loucsonly his friends , but G __ 
ought to loue both friends and enemie - 2 
des this he gaue order, that inthe q; " _ 
and at leaſt ſuſpefed houres , the ory 
thole who had died for Chriſt ſhoyl4 te by 
ried ; and that they ſhould tuke intotheir "ag 
ſes ſuch as were yet alive, but wounded yp 
bruiſed with their torments, and t1ke ag 
Cure them : & that they ſbould ſuccour thoſ 
and giue them meat and clothes , yh, W 
loſt their goods, and were made vagabond 
For theſsand other things , the holy Biſto, 
prouided inthat calamity and horrible perk. 
cution : and he had ſo preat 4 praceang a- 
thority in commanding what he thoupht kt. 
ting to be don, thatall obeyed him, althous 
it were with eminent danger of their live, 
That perſecution being paſt, for that the Bm, 
peror Decius raigned only 4 year and three 
months , and the tempeſt blown ouer the 
heavens now clear , and the ſea calmed 5 
Cyprian returned to his Church, and like3 
good ſheepherd gathered together apain hi 
ſcattered and affrighted ſheep : and celebrated 
the crowns and triumphs ot the holy Martyrs 
that had dyed for the faith, But although the 
Church found ſome caſe by the death ofDes 
cius, yet the barbarians entring into Numidia 
made great hauock and ſpoyl, and carrye] 
many away Captiues : and Saint Cyprian com 
manded a generall beneyolencW be acked 
in his Church (as the cuſtom was inlike ocs 
caſions) and 4 great almYas gathered. for the 
redeeming of thoſe poor people, the faithſull 
contributing eucry one according tohis abi+ 
lity : as the ſame Saint recounts, Aſter this 
there came into Africa a moſt cruel plague, 
and therc was a great mortality , and thenthe 
charity and compaſſion of Saint Cyprian did 
indeed appear, He animated all ; be ſervedthe 
ſick,and exhorted thoſe that were well tolerue 
and aſſiſt them, and to extend their bowelsdf 
pity and mercy not only to the Chriſtians, 
but alſo to the Pagans , by whom they had 
been cruelly perſecuted and miſuſed, 

So many and ſuch fignall good workes, 
were not not ſufficient to lenity the hart d 
the Pagans, more fierce then Tygers :for Vi 
lerian and Gallicnus his ſon being Emperath 
3 Procontul called Aſpaſius Paternus, {ing 
the authority which Saint Cyprian had i 
Carthage, not daring to put himto deathſent 
him a command to goout ofthe city intob- 
niſhment : and the holy Biſhop obeyed thi 
vajuſt command , and went out of Carthage 
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ded his office , and Galerius Maximys ſuccee- 
6:r- ding him in the charge of Proconlul , Saint 
puder. Cyprian returned neer to Carthage and liued 
1 certain gardens, which had formerly been 
art of his patrimony , but he had ſold them, 
and giuen the price of them to the poor, and 
t thar bought them , had freely giuen him 
them again : and if the perſecution had not 
hindered him, he had once more fold them, and 
once more giuen the price of them to the 
oor.” He remained in theſe Gardens ſome 
daies accompanied by many of the Clergy 
and his other friends, There came to him from 
the city of Carthage , and from other parts 
much people , to treat with him about the 
affairs of their ſouls : and they all found hia 
affable , courteous , and A true father , and 
comforter ,and remedier of their neceſſities. 
Some of his friends defired him, that he would 
02 litle farther off from the city , leaſt the 
new Procunſul ſhould lay hold on him, and 
kill him» But the Saint would not do it , for 
that our Lord had revealed vnto him , that 
within 4 year after his baniſhment he ſhould 
obtainthe crown of Martyrdom, thing which 
he moſt earneſtly defired. The Procunlul vn- 
derſtanding where Saint Cyprian was, and of 
the people that flocked to him : he comman- 
ded him to be apprehended : and he was pri- 
foner one night in his houſe who took him. 
There came thither much people, to ſee their 
holy Biſhop once more aliue , aſſuring them- 
ſelues , that ſhortly they ſhould ſee him dead. 
KintCyprian vaderſtanding before they took | 
tim ,that the Proconſul had fent his miniſters 
and ſoldiers to lay bold on bim , andto carry 
him to the city ot V'tica, and there to execute 
him;he departed from the place where he was, 
to another more private and ſecure, votill the 
Procunſul ſhould go to Carthage , of which 
he was Biſhop: for that he defired to dy in 
that city, in the ſtght of his children and Pa- 
tihoners, and to encourage them by his Mar- 
tyrdom, And to the end that the Clergy , and 
all the people might vaderſtand the caulc, 
why he did retire bimfelf, he writ an epiſtle 
to them, in which ac has -rhele words : Ha« 
wing vnderſiood moſt dear brethren , that ſoldiers | 
Fere /ent to take ws, and carry ws to Otica, by 
the coun(el of owr friends, we baue abſented our 
Jelues ,it ſeeming to v5 very fitting , that tht 
Biebop sbould confeſs our Lord in that city , 
Þbereof be is the Prelate, and should rejoyce and 
frengthen all the people by bis confeſſion: for 
Wbatſoeuer the Bishop ſaies at that time by the 
grace of God , be ſaies it in the name of all the 
people. And Without doubt it would diminish 
the glory of owr Church , which is ſo glorious ,if 
vot in it , but in the city of Utica, F #bould ay 
ty the ſentence of the Iudee, andbe 4 Aairtyr 


Saint Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr. 


f our Lord, That Yhich 1 continually deſice , 


and ak of God is, that he would giue me trace 
to confeſs his boly name, toth for my on /ake, 
and for yours ,in my Church of Carthage , and 
zn your preſence, and to dy before your eyes , and 
thence go to God. Hithetto Saint Cyprian. And 
our Lord fulfilled the deſire of his ſeruant, for 
although he were not martyred in the very 
city of Carthage , yet he was ſo not far from 
it, in a place, which was called Scexti,becauſs 
it was fix miles from Carthage , whither he 
was carried. There came thither ſuch a multi- 
tude of people out of the city to ſee him, that 
one may ſay , that he diedin the market-place 
of Carthage. Amongſt others , there came to 
ſee him , and to take his bleſſing many Chri- 
ſtian Damſels: and the holy Paſtor leſs care- 
full for himſelf, and very ſolicitous for his 
flock , fearing leaſt amongſt ſo many idola- 
trous ſoldiers, and the confuſion of armes , 
their chaſtity might be in danger , and ſome 
diſgrace might befall them , he ſpoke to the 


Chriſtians , and charged them with all Vigi- 


lancy to guard thoſe Virgins. And Saint Aus 
guſtin highly commends this his caution agd 
care, for that the death of his body being (o 
neer,the watchfulncs of 4 good Paſtor did not 
dy in hishart, - + - | 

The holy Prelate was preſented befote the 
Procunſul Galerius Maximus, who was there 


"for his health; and after he had asked him , if 


he were Cyprian , and he that made himlſclf 
Biſhop of the deluded Chriſtians , and had 
declared vnto him the command ofthe Empe- 


rors, and that if he would not adore the Gods 


be muſt dy.: and Saint Cyprian had anſwered 
what became his perſon and dignity , in fine 
he gaue ſentence that he ſhould be beheaded, 
When the ſentence was read , Saint Cyprian 
ſaid : Deo gratias : Thanks be to God , that bas 
been pleaſed to free me out of the priſon of this 
body. They carried him to execution, with ant 
infinite multitude of people who went along 
with him , weeping and crying out : Cat off 
all our beads with him.Bcing come tothe place 
of his Martyrdom , he put off his Epiſcopal 
robes, folded them vp , and gaue them to his 
Deacons , and remained in his innermoft lin- 
nen garraent or ſurplis, and coramanded that 
fiue and twenty peeces of gold ſhould be given 
to the executioner,in recompenſe ofthe good 
turn which he hoped to receiue from him, His 
friends wept bitterly, and all the Clergy that 
was preſent, They ſpread their garmentsand 
handkerchiefs ypon the ground, that his bleſs 
ſcd blood might fall ypon them, that they 
might keep it as 4 moſt precious treaſure, He 
couered his eyes himſelf, and kneeling down, 
the executioner did his office. As ſoon as he 
was beheaded , the Clergy ,and any Chriſtie 
ans with great reuerence took his holy body, 
and enterred it with great pomp and foleas- 
nity, carrying lighted torches ig their hands, 
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| Priſcus commanded other $wo ( who = 
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without regarding either the Proconſul,or the | Fl neREAERAEZ LY ©». bh 
T4. violence = mam the Pagans : for that they RY RN 57” he CITE AAK => 16 
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tember ſtor, Saint Cyprian was the firſt Biſhop © HASTE SAL SHAH SA S920+44600+z0 nz. 
Carthage , bs ſhcd his blood for our Lord, CELLILIILEIEL EL 22 * 
Jn the ſame on and vpon go = day 
there dyed alfo the holy Martyrs Creſcentian, 
Vitor, Roſula.and 10 tn ſaics the Roe THE LIFE oF S. EVPH EMT A, 
man Matrtyrologe. The Martyrdom of Saint Virgin and Martyr, 
Cyprian was vpon the ſame day on which | 
Saint Cornelius Pope dicd at Rome, although ig HE Martyrdom of the glojigy 
in a different year : forSaint Cornelivs dicd P Virgin S. Euphemia is wrinen | 
(as we bave ſaid )) in the year two hundred = by Simcon Mectaptraſtes, and | 
fifty five, in the raign of Gallusand Voluſtan; PF Laurence Surius recounts it in | 
and Saint Cyprian in the year two hundred | WO AE the fitth towe ot his lives of 
fixty one, in the raign of Ualerian and Gallie- | Saints , in this manner. Saint Euphemia was | 
nus. It was ypon the fourtcenth of September, | of the city of Calcedon, daughter to Philo. 
although the Church celebrates it ypon the | phronius and Theodora,perfons ofhonorable 
ſixteenth of the ſame month ; becauſe vpon | parentage;and rich ,and tic father was Seng. 
the fourteenth is kept the feaſt of the Exalta- | tor in that city : the daughter Euphemia wa | 
tion of the Holy Croſs, and vpon the fitteenth | endowed with great yeitues, of great beauty : 
the Otaue of the Natiuity of our Lady. Two | modcſty, and chaſtity. There was kept at Cal. | 
ſumptuous Churches were afterwards built in | cedon a very ſolemn Feaſt to the God Mars, 4 
honor of Saint Cyprian : theone in the place | and by the command of Priſcus , theProcons - 
where he was martyted , and the other where | ſul of Aſia , all were ſummoned vnder pain * 
he was buried : and multitudesof people were | ot death, tocome to the ſolemnity, to worſhip je 
wont to flock from all parts to the Sepulcher | Mars : the holy Virgin Euphewia, abhorting _ 
of the Saint, by reaſon of the graces and fa- | thatprofane, and ſacrilegious worſhip ofyain ” 
uors, which they continually received from | Gods , would not go to the Feaſt, that ſhe th 
our Lord through his interceſſion, And not | might not dehle her ſoul , with fo foul and Fir 
only in Africa, butalſo in Italy , the Feaſt of | abominable 4 thing. She bcing a perſon of I for 
Saint Cyprian was celebrated with great ſo- primc note ,the pricits ofthe Geatils preſently to! 
lemnity , as appeares by an epiſtle of King | miſled her , and accuſcd her beforc the Pros tha 
Atalaricus to Scuerus . Venerable Bede ſaies | conſul ; who commanded her to be apprehen» hel 
that the Relicks of Saint Cypriati were tran- | ded, and endeauored to perſwade herto adore Ka 
ſlated out of Afcicainto France, and that they | the Gods, vnleſs ſhe would ſuffer all theex- the 
are at Lions:and Ado of Vienna ſaies the ſame, | quilite and cruel torments , which hadberq_ wax 
The praiſes whigh the holy Do&ors giue Saint | executed vpon the other Chriſtians,The holy _ 
Cyprian arc ſo many ,and ſo great, that they Virgin made noaccount either of thefltterics, wh 
can not be recited in a few words. Saint Hiee | or of the threats of the Proconſul, They calt " 
tom calls him a moſt holy and 4 moſt eloquent | her into priſon , and from thence aſter aſe _ 
man. Saint Auguſtin in one place ſaies, that | daics they brought her out to publick audi: nd 
our holy mother the Church reckons him | cnce : and finding her conſtant in the cons —_ 
amongſt the moſt rare and moſt excellent | fefſion of our Sauiour Teſus Chriſt, the Sauage bear 
men. In another he calls him moſt ſweet Do- | tyrant- commanded her to be moſt cruelly Þ þ,, 
or, and moſt bleſſed Martyr, In another moſt | tormented, They ſcourged her with rods of I | | 
giorious Martyr and moſt renowned Door. | iron, they diſjointed her tender membersvyo0 Jy, 
In another, Victorious Martyr , moſt, famous | the rack equwuleus. They tyed herto4 wheel, tep 
Dottor, and moſt glorious witnesof our Lord, | to the intent to break her bones in peeces: F 1, 
Andin this manner the other Saints ſpeak of | but ſhe armed with the fign of the Crols,and opo 
bim, who becauſe they are fo many, we will | with confidence in her dear ſpouſe, beſought J 1,1 
not here recount them. . | him to ſuccour her: and he did fo freeing bet I (44; 
| from the wheel, and curing all her wounG, I 44, 
o that ſhe appeared more beautiful then be» JI ,1,.; 
fore, tothe aitoniſhment of the executioners MJ o;1 
who bad tormented her. They heated an ovel YI (yy, 
MAP full of pitch, brimſtop ; tow , and dryed bran, YI (41, 
Jo a3, a ches of Uines : and two of the chief officers of Churd 
the Procunſul going about to caſt her intoit, F wg. 
they ſaw two Angels by the Virgin, to protect body \ 
her , and they darcd not to wedle with bet Þ vj 
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butthe Virgin remained without any hurt at 
ill, and praiſing our Lord came forth of the 
quen, without lo much as a threed of her gar» 
nents being fiadged. But the cruel tyrant was 
not atisfyed with theſe torments ; nor would 
he acknowledge his creator and Lord, whom 
all the cxcatures ſerue and obey : but obſtinate 
and hardened commanded new torments to 
de inflicted vpon her , and that ſhe ſhould be 
Anged vp , and ſtones of 4 great weight be 
zyed to ber hands and feet, ſo tro diſmember 
ker. She having overcome this torment , he 
cauſed 2 great pit to be made in manner of a 
Ciftern, and filled it with rauenous fiſhes, and 
alt her into it, to be eaten vp and conſumed 
by them.But they all reverenced her,and came 
not neer her vnles it were to defend her , and 
hew her reſpe:But the Proconſul attribu- 
ting this Victory , and all the reſt vnto Art 
Magick , be commanded her to be tormented 
2new , her limes to be ſawed off, and frycd 
in panns.of iron , prepared for that purpoſe, 
They brought ſaws to ſaw her with, but the 
iron loſt its force, and became ſofter then wax, 
and the fire went out , and the holy Virgin 


ysnothurt at all, but gloriouſly. triumphed | 
over the fire and the iron , the tyrant, and : 


the dive], who ſo many waiesperſecuted her. 


Finally Priſcus commanded her to be caſt to 


four lions, and three beares. She now defiring 
toſce her ſpoule , earneſtly beſought him by 
that his charity , and omnipotency , by which 
tehad giuen her grace to ouercame the weak- 
nes of her 6wn body , the fury of the diucls, 
the rage ofthe tyrant, and had made her tri- 
wph over ſo many torments ; that he would 
receive her ſoul , and not permit thoſe beaſts 
tolpare her, Our Lord from heauen heard the 
praier of the holy Virgin, aud one of the bears 
ametoher,and gaue ber a bite with his teeth, 
ad ſo left her without touching her any 
more, or eating of her fleſh : and the ather 
bears, and four Lions remained round about 
ler ſhewing her reſpe& and licking her feet. 


J *#thetime that the holy Virgin expired, there 


Vs a terrible carthquake, which ſo frighted 
ite people that they ran away. And by that 
tans the parents of Saint Euphemia had the 
Porutunity to take away her holy body, and 
lnorably to enterr itin 4 place neer the city, 
Wing many teaxs not of grief, but of joy, 
od wrought very great miracles by this his 
forious Spouſe: whichare recounted by Eua- 
21s, For ſometimes ſhe appeared to the Bi- 
lop of Calcedon in his ſleep, and comman- 
him to keep ſome ſolemn feaſt in that 
uch, praiſing our Lord, and recetuing his 
wlt ſacred body. And tcuching her holy 
 vith a ſponge, it was ſo plentifully filled 


Tom, 2, 


Saint Euphemia , 


called Ceſar and Uarius ) to execute his Or= 
& ger: and as they did it , the fire” burat them , 


Vith hex Virginal blood , that they wee abl: * 


Virgin and Martyr. 


| to impart of it tootherpeople and cities, the 
drops of the blood remaining entire ,and per- 
petual , and not changing cither their form, 
| orcolout: and this miracle our Lord wrought 
more or leſs frequently , according to the 
merits of the Prelate who goucrned that 
Church. The Emperor Mauricius , not belic- 
uing this miracle of the Saint, would needs 
know the certainty of it, but having made cx» 
perience of it , he remained confounded, and 
with his bands full of blood, and acknowled- 
ged that God is wonderfull in his Saints and 
praiſed him for the grear things which he 
wroughtin the body of Saint Euphemia. Mo» 
reouer there came out of the coffin where her 
bleſied body was fo ſweet an odor, that no 
perfume on earth may be compared with it. * 
But we may notpaſs over in fil:nce ano- 
ther moſt ſtrange miracle,which God wrought 
through the interceſſion of Saint Euphemia in 
confirmation of our holy Faith. Ja the time 
of Saint Leo the Great Pope , and of the Em- 
petor Marcian, in the Church ot Saint Euphes 
mia was held the Great Council of Calcedon, 
| in which there were preſent fix hundred and 
| thirty Biſhops, andin which were condeme» 
' ned Dioſcorus , and Eutyches, and their fol- 
lowers, But the Council being ended as here « 
ticks are euet vnquiet, and rebellious againſt 
| God and bis Church, they murmured in 4 tus 
; multuous mananer , and (coffed at the decrees 
| of the holy Council , ſaying, that they were 
not founded in the Catholick yctity, but only 
in the authority and power of the Emperors 
To break that pride , and to top the mouths 
of the hereticks, the Catholicks confding in 
the mercy of our Lord ,and the patronage of 
Saint Euphemia , made this compa with 
them : That the Catholicks ſhould write the 
confeſſion of their faith in one paper, andthe 
Hereticks theirs in another : and that theſe 
two papers ſhould be put into the tomb of $. 
Euphemia , and that that paper of the two 
which ſhe ſhould approue of , ſhould be held. 
for true, They did (o,, the vpper ſtone of the 
Sepulcher was taken vp: andthe two papers 
were put vpon the breaſt of the glorious Vir- 
gin and Martyr, They fhut vp the Sepuleher 
again , both partics ſcaling of it, then they 
all made their praicr , beſeeching our Lord, 
that he would diſcoucr the truth: Atter three 
daies, the Emperor being preſent, they ope- 
ned the ſepulcher, andfound the paper ofthe 
Hereticks caſt at the feet of the Saint, but 
that of the Catholicks in her hand; which ſhe 
ſrerched out , and delivered the confeſſion of 
the Catholicks to the Emperor, and the Pa» 
triarch : and at the fight ofſogreat 4 miracle, 
ſowe of the hereticks were coguerted, andthe 
others rewained obſtinate in their perfidiouſ- 
nes, All this is recounted by Zonaras , and 
Glicas : Mctaphraſtes allo and Nicep horus do 
Ttt recuc 
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cember, 


507 Saint Lucy, and Saint Geminian Martyrs, 


tortnent them, and make an endcf; 

when they were tormenting of re aha, ” 
ting them with cudgels, the chambe, > Ty 
the judge was tcll down, and killed him "<0 te 
ther judge, called Abofrafius, uccreding bin 


w——— recite the miracle , although in a different 
Is, manner; The Martyzdow of Saint Euphemia 
Sey- was vpon the ſixteenth of September, inthe 
gember xajgn of Diocletian : and vpon this day the 
Chutch celebrates her feaſt, Beſides Mcta- 
phraſtes and Laurcnce Surivs, allthe Maityro 

loges make mention of S. Eupheaua, 
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THE LIFE OF THE SAINTS 
46 Lucy,and Gemmiar: Martyrs, 
cember | 


B22 N the ſame day the Chutch celebrates 
EEE? the Martyrdom ofSaint Lucy ,and Saint 
ES5) Gcminian; which Ado in his Martyro- 
loge recounts after this manner. Saint Lucy 
Was a moſt vertuous matron , and aſter the 


death of het husband liucd moſt holily , vnto 


the threeſcore and fifteenth year of het age. | 


She had a ſon called Euprepius very lewd, and 
yitious, and aboue all an encmy of the Chri- 
ſtians, The. diucl got ſo far power ouer this 
yong man that forgetting all the ane a 
which he had to his mother , he accuſed her 
before the Emperor Dioclctian , that ſhe was 
a Chriſtian, The Emperor commanded herto 
be apprehended , and to becaſt into priſon, 
where ſhe was comforted by our Lord. The 
next day they brought her tojudicature, and 
finding her conſtant 1a the conteſhon of Jeſus 
Chriſt , the Emperor cauſed her to be moſt 
cruelly whipped.Suddenly there aroſe 4 whirl- 
wind, and a terrible earthquake, by which the 
Temple of Iupiter was thrown down ;and fo 
ruined, that of that building there remained 
not one ſtone vpon another, The Emperor 
enraged hereat commanded agreat braff<cal- 
dion to be brought , and to be filled with 
melted pitch, arid burning lead, andthe Saint 
to be caſt into it there to be boyled, But the 
vertue of the Almighty: prote&ecd her, and ſhe 
was three days in that veſſel praiſtng God, as 
if ſhe had been all the while in a goodaad ſoft 
bed. After this they led her through the city in 
an ignominious manner,Joaded with irons & 
lead: and paſſing by the gate of the houſe of 
a Principal man,called Geminian,where there 
was 4 great number of Idols , a pigeon more 
white then ſnow came down from heauen, 
and ſat vpon the head of Geminian : who 
moued by what he ſaw, andilluminated with 
3 hcaucnly light, caſt himſclfat the fect ofthe 


Saint ,and demanded Baptiſm , and reecived it | 


from the hand of a Prieſt, called Protaſigs, 
who was admoniſhed by an Angel that he 
ſhould go to the priſon to baptize him. Dio- 
oletian committed Lucy and Geminian into 
the handsof 4 moſt cruel zugge, thathe ſhould 
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THE LIFE OF S. THOMS 
of Villa Noua Archbishop of Valentia, 4+ * 


later apes , was born. in the year of our Lord 


invented new torments to put them Vnto ( a 


if the former had not been ſufficient), Th 
were conuerted threeſcore & fifteen wk 
by ſeing the wonders which God Wroupht : 
' bis Saints : and they all received the coma 
Martyrdom. Moreover the Iudge had ngpreat 
cauſe to boaſt , for going on borkeback *\# 
a bridge ,he fell into the river, and was = 
ned ,and his body could neuer after be found, 


At laſt the Bleſſed Saint Lucy , and Saint Ges 
minian ſuffered death by the ſword by the 
comtnand of Mecgalius , who had been ſomes 
times conſul,vpon the ſixtecnth of $- tember 
in the year of our Lord three hundred and 
three. Their bodies were taken Vpby 4 holy 
woman called Maxima,who buried them with 
great reucrence and deuotion, 
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| lous wounds of S. Francis, 


.N this day the Church, by the ordi. 
nation of his Holineſs Paul the fi, 


celebrates with a particular Maſs and 
office, the miraculous fauor which Chriſt our 
Lord was pleaſed to confer ypon his great 
ſeruant, the Seraphical Father Saint Francis, 
imprinting in his hands, feet, and fide ,the 
prints of his own moſt facred wounds. The 
ſtory of which miracle is recountedat large 
ypon the fourth of Oober in the like ofthe 
faid Saint towards the later end of it: to hich 
I hauc tbonught good to referr the deyout 
Reader ,and not to repeat the ſame thing 


twice 
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named the Almoner , R eligjous of the 
Eremitical Order of S. Augyſtin. 


HE bleſſed Saint Thomas & 
TY Villanova, light of Spain,wodel 
8 of good Prelatcs,the Ornament 
A of the Order of Hermites 

27 Auguſtin,and the glory of thel 


nc 


ena 55?” 4 honorable parents : he was ſurnamed 9/ 
"Tilanous , becauſe he was there brought Vp. 


S. Thomas of Villanoua, Archbishop and Confeſſor. 


one thouſand four hundred cighty cight, ir 


the Dioceſs of Toledo , at a place called Fu 


4 ;nllanancer to Villanouain Spain, of noblc 


His father was called Alphonſus Thomas Gatr- 
cias, avd bis mother Lucy Martinez , both of 
them of Caſtile, very liberall towards the poox. 
ezint Thomas born of ſo holy parents, from 
his infancy gaue great fignes of his future 
$anRtity. He gathered together his companions 
ypon feſt1yal daies , and in the ſtreets (men of 
years alſo making themſclucs litle ones that 
they might hear him ) he repeatcd with ſuch 
force and energy that which he had heard in 
ſermons , that he cauted both hiaſelt and his 
auditors to weep. He was fo enclined to the 
giving of alms, that ordinarily as he went to 
{chool, he gaue away his breakſaſtto the firſt | 
r body that he met with, chooſing rather 
to faſt till his return , then to omit that deed 
ofcharity. He oftentimes returned home with- 
out ſtockings , ſhoocs , or doublet, giuing 
them to the firſt poor that he found. One 
vinter-day meeting with certain poor people | 
trembling for cold , he gaue his coat'to one , f 
his doublet to another, and his breeches to | 
ithird, returning home ſcarcely coucred with | 
his ſhirt, pon a Holy-day hanipg 2 new fate | 
on, he gaue it to 2 litle poor boy , ſaying it | 
beco.ued the poor boy better, & the poor boys þ 
rags better become him. God alſo to fhew | 
that theſe alms were pleahing to him,did 0+ 
tentimes work 2 miracle : for in the harueft 
time carrying the reapers their dinner, he gauc 
almoſt half of it co the poor glcaners, and yer 
notwithſtanding the reapers, who viualty hauc 
ſtomacks , had enough; Another time | 
smother hauing refufed a poor womatrcer« | 
tain bottoms of yarn , which - ſhe ſtood in 
need of towake an end' of her web : S, Tho 
mas was fo afflited at it , to witthat the poor 
woman ſhould be ſent away withoutanalms, 
that by zpious theft he took what ſhe had as: | 
ked,and gaue it her, and his mother the next 
day making vſe of her yarn,could not ſay that 
any of it was waning. Whatſocuer he could 
handſomly ask of his parents, whether it were 
toney , or bread , or cggs, or any thing els | 
that could be caten , he carricd it inſtantly to 
the Hoſpital for the nourriture of the poor, 
bring one day itt the houſe without the key 
ofthe ambry , and by this means having no+ 
thing to giue to certain poot people, which 
yereat the door, he rah to'a hen , which had 
2 brood of chickens following her, and gaue 
to every one of the beggers 4 chicken. His 
mother coming home and asking,othim why 
be had don ſo ? He anſwered that he was fo 
oued with the miſcry otthe poor people ,that 
be could not ſend them away without g:uing 
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them lomettiing. Nor was lic in'that his reader 


| age inclined only to alms«deeds , but alſo to 


mortification , beſides his obſeruation of the 
faſts of the Church, ( atroubleſom peninance 


08 


IS. 


SP. 


to youth ) afftifting his feeble and delicate rember. 


body with extraordinary abſtinences : and in 
lecret oftentimes diſciplining himſelf , and 
treating himſelf cen then, as if he had been 
the greateſt ſinner in the world. Being ſefit 
to ſchool his excellent wit began to appear: 
for which cauſe , after he bad learnt his 6 
rudiments , his parents ſent him to Alcala, 
there to learn the liberal Arts: in which when 
he had great'y profited ,he applied himlclf to 
the ſtudy of Divinity, Hi; father had built him 
aft houle agaiaſt his return hotite trom bis 
ſtndys, but Saint Thomas dedicated it not to 
the Muſes , but to Chiilſt : for with the teatte 
of his mother he converted it iato an Hoſpis 
tal, Which charity of his God rccompenied 
after his death with 2 glotious miracle * fot 
when enquiry was made after hi; life and mis 
racles , all the fick of that Hoſpital , having 
implored his ſaccour ; were miraculouſly 
cared, He made [o gobd progreſsin learning, 
that he caught publikely in Alcala: and with 
fo great prokit of his Auditors, that the vais« 
gerfity of Salammatca , baving heard of his re: 
nown, inuited him by 4 good ſtipend to come 
and teach there : but by the inſpirations of 
almighty God , who reſcracd him tor anorhes 
<td , he renouncedall.thofe honors, to retire 
himſclf to the Throud of fome Monaſtery; 
Wherefore vnderſtanding that the Monaſtery 
of Salamanca; of the Order of Saint Auguſtin, 
greatly flourithed in Sanity, and regular ob= 
{ervanice, he refolucd to go thither to demand 
the habit: which he did without aduertifin 
his kindred 'or domeſticks , yea or his very 
mother of it, teaſt they ſhould divert hin ffoas 
hisgovd defign : For that ( as himſelf prea- 
ched mote then once ) Lay people will in this 
#atter be 0821Wiſe : and very flowly giuc theit 
cariſent :'yt8, they are not 4rhamied to oppugate, 
bat they are vilviling to imitate.Being come 
to Salamanca, te was received with great 
joy by all the Religious , and took the habit 
vport the feaft of the Preſentation ofthe Vire 


| gin.in the year of our Lord one thouſand hue 


ondred twenty fix. In his Nouiſhip, he gaue 
himſelf ſo ſeriouſly to vertue, that in & thore 
time he furpaſlcd all the others in perſeion 
and ſanRity, He was very bumble, charitable, 
and 4 great louer of filence: he exerciſed hims 
ſelf alſo much in exterior mortification, In 
Aduecant and Lent his bed was 4 bare boord, 
which auftcrity during thoſe holy times he 
obſcrued all his lite. 
Hauing ended hisfirſt year ofProbation,he 
was made Prieſt, and ſaid his firſt Maſs vpon 
Chriſtmas-day, to which feaſt he had a parti- 
cular deuotion : in ſuch forte that when the 
Hymn of the Angels , Glu17ain excelſis Deo, 


Was 


ping , 


And although he endeauored to hide theſe 
graces and fauors, yet he could not do it, for 
his face after the holy Sacrifice. , ſhining like 
that of Moyſes, dazelcd the eyes of thoſe that 
locked vpon him. His Superiors well know- 


allo in learning , commanded him to teach 
Divinity in the Conucnt , both to Religious 
and ſeculars ; he employing himſelf at the 
ſame time in Preaching , which he did with 
ſuch zeal and affteQion, that he ſeemed to be 
another S, Paul ,4 Saint Auguſtin, or an An- 
gel ſcnt from heaven : inſomuch that ſome 
out of admiration called hin» Elias, of whom 
the holy Scripture teſtifies thit he was a fire, 
ar:d his words like 4 burning torch, The fruit 
of his preaching was ſo great, and his audi: 
tors ſo many, that the Monaſtery ſeemed not 
to be in the city of Salamanca, but the city 
in the Monaſtery. He was often -rapt into an 
exltaly , when he preached to the people, or 
faid Holy Maſs,or after the recital of the divin 
office in the Quire. Father Melchior de Gebre, 


.of the Order of Saint Francis , recounted to 


certain perſons of great authority , that the 
þlefſed Saint, vpon the day of our Lords Af- 
cenſion , reciting his Houres at fixa clock in 
the morning ,. being come tothe Antiphon of 
the Niath Hour , Vadentibas ulis elenatus eff, 
he remained in an cxſtaſy,vatil five aclock 
at night, When he was come again.to himſelf, 
he who ordinarily wat his companion, caſt 
himſclf at his feet , and beſought him for the 
loue of Gud to tell him what meant that exſta- 
ly, which had laſted the ſpace of eleuen hours, 
The Saint overcome by the intreaties of his 
brother, told him , that when he begnn to 
pronounce thoſe words, :dentibgs illis, the 
Angels taking the Antiphon out of his mouth, 
ſung it ſo melodiouſly,that they rauiſhed him 
out ,of his ſenſes ; and he aflured him: that 
the time ſeemed not to him the ſpace of half 


an hour, Preaching once in the Cathedral | 


Church of Burgos , and reprchending with 
zeal' the fins and vices of the inhabitants of 
that city , he held in his hand 4 Crucifix , and 
aid from the bottom of bis heart : 0 Chriſti- 
an, Look hither ,0 Chrifian : ſaying this with 
a broken voice , he was not able togo on, 
rapt into an exſtaſy. Preaching alſo at Vallio- 
dolid vpon Holy Thurſday , before Charles 
the filth , being come to thoſe words ofSaint 
Pcter : Domine tu mibi lawas peges? repeating 
and explicating of them : Lord doeft thou vasb 
my feet? Thou , Lord of all the creatures : thou; 
Creator, of the Anzels : thaw , infinite eMajelly, 
thou wash my feet ? the ſouerain eAMonarch 4 


and his body remained ſometimes ims '; 
moveable , his ſpirit being rapt into God, | 


ing that he cxcellednot only in ſanity but ? 
| of the Saint , called Nicolas d 
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Was ſung , and the words of the Preface , - 
n=— quia per incarnati verbi myſterium ,and thoſe 


Is hich folloy., he couldnot abſtain from wee- 
EP 


eember- 
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wile creatures the maſter Eis ſeruants2 th, 

nocent & ſinners feet ? He was : 
that breakjng off his Sermon , he re, 
a Certain ſpace of time ; with his eyes 
to heauen , powring out an abund 
tears, God almighty adorned him alto 
zift of Prophely, he foretelling man 
which happened both an his lite, and 
death, The Reverend Father Chr 
SanRotitius,, 4 great Diuin ofthe ſam 
recounts that oreday,a Flemin 
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e Witte, 
t: Saint Thomas very jocuad and glad lng 


him how his.ſe:uant had been cured by 4n 
corious miracle , wrought at Burges ing 
Crucifix of the Church of the Auguſtins:and 
the Saint made him this anſwer: 77 j; q,, 
that the «Almighty. bas not done you 4 (mal 
fauor,giuing health of body to your ſeruant+ 1p 
he will d). you yet & greater , giuing you the 
bealth of your v2 ſoul. And (o it fell out ; for 
Nicholas de Witte took occaſion hence to den 
wand the habit. in the Monaſtery of Burpes 
where he liued fo holily, that the ſame Saine 
Thomas, afterwards being Provincicl, ſent 
him to preach tothe Indians, where he died 
with 4 great opinion of SanQiity , which was 
confirmed by 4 great number of miracles 
wrought by him after his death, In the yea 
one thouſand fiue hundred fifty three \ the 
Clergy of the pariſhofS. Chatharia beganto 
build themſelucs a tomb in the midle of the 
Church, tothe prejudice of others: wherefore 
the Archbishop prefently ſent for them, and 
commanded them to leaue off the work they 
bad begun , for that there woulda fie happen 
to that Church : and for that realonitmore 
concerned them to reſerue that more hono- 
rable place of buriall for ſome richandhono- 
rable perſon , at whoſe coſt andchatges, the 
dammage which would be don that Church 
by fire, might be repaired. And it happened 
juſt as he had foretold ſo long before, Forin 
the year one thouſand frue hundred eighty 
four vpon Thurſday in Holy Week , what 
foeuer was ſpecious or pretious in that 
Church was conſumed by 3 terrible fire which 
had its Origen , ( by 4 ſtrange providence) 
from a Sepulcher made at that holy time, ace 
cording to the 'caſtom of the Catholick 
Church, in memory of our Sauiours burial, 
Nor had he only the gift of Propheſy, but allo 
our Lotd gauc him a ſtrange power ouer 
dincls , in fech forte that there was no kind 
of divels, which he dad not drive out byhis 
faſting and praiers, Examples inthis kiod att 
to befound in thoſe who haue written his 
life moreat large. Nor was the Sainteminent 
alone in all the vertucs and graces we hauc 
poken of, but alſo he was endowed with 2 
fingular prudencein the managing of affairs: 
for which cauſe the Emperor made vic o 
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I him not only as his Preacher , but alſo as his 


I counſellor, writing to him oftentimes whea 
nl by he was at 4 diſtance from him, and Jooking 

= ypon his a iuice as the anſwers of an Oracle. 
4 The Superiors of the Order knowing this 
employed him in the moſt eminent charges of 
iter Religion , although out of humility hc 
refuſed them as much as be could, 

Jt is caſy to conceive out of his life and 
vertues, with how great zeal he endeauoured 
the aduancement of the glory of God, how 
exat he was ih tegular obleruance, with how 

reat prudence and charity he goucrned his 
inferiors- A volume were not ſufficient to ſet 
down the particulars. One thing Þ will not 


omit , to wit , that he was 4 great enemy of | 


all Noueltys : for that , as he was wont to ſay, 
from thence did ariſe all the difſenfhons and 
quarrels, which arc foundin Religious Com- 
munitys: when & aty of hisſubjects had com- 
mitted any greiuoys fault, which pat him in 
danger of loſing his eternal ſaluation , he 
zfi&cd himſelf by faſting ,and bloody duſci- 
lines , to the end that it would pleaſe our 
ford of his mercy, to reduce that ſtrayed ſheep, 
for which he had ſhed his blood. He. had a 
oreat Care to prouide for ! the neceſſities 
_ of every one , but particularly of the ſick, 
He patiently bore with the infirmities and 
imperfetions of others, accommodating 
himſelf, after the example of S, Paul, to the 
conditions and complexions of every one; 
When be was Prouintial , he viſited his Con» 
vents with 4 fingular diligence and had a care 
particularly of four things. The firſt was the 
worſhip of God, which he ſaid cheifly confi- 
ed in the attention and quiet of the mind , 
and4 moderate pauſc in the midle of the ver- 
ſes by thoſe who fing in the Quite , as alſo in 
the neatnes and cleannes of the things which 
belong to the Altar: well knowing , that the 
holy and ſacred ceremonies of the Church | 
well obſcrucd, are the gate , by which do en» 
ter the greateſt part ot the tauors which God 
communicates to his ſcruants. The ſecond 
thing which he recommended wasthe reading | 
of the Holy Scripture , and ſpiritual books y 
without which he aſſured them that deuotion 
could not laſt long. Thirdly he endeauoured 
to leave the Religious of eyery Conuent in 
great peace, Vnion, and Concord, cxhorting 
every one to fraternal charity, In the fourth 
place he procured that every one was em- 
| ployed according to his talents , and jn what 
he was fitteſt for, 

But what ſhall I ſay of the authority which 
he had gotten in all Spain : which was ſo great 
that perſons of all qualitys and conditions 
came to him , to recciue counſel of him in 
their affairs, leaving all to his diſpoſal, as ifhe 
had been the n_ of the world, The Em- 


| peror Charles the fifth having commanded 
Tom, 2, 
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ſentence of death to be pronounced againit 
certain perſons of quality, neither the Arch» 
biſhop of Toledo , nor his own fonPhilip, 


"ade-+ 
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nor all the Nobility of Spain being ablc- to , embers 


moue him to mercy , our Saint at the inſtance 
of Philip the Priace of Spain went to him 
and alter he had diſcourſed fome time with 
him , he ſo prevailed with him by his reaſons, 
that immediately he graunted him what he 
demanded: and when afterwards the Princes 
and Nobles aſtoniſhed at it azked him the 
reaſon of it , he faid ynto them ; Do not Wore 
der that I baue pardoned theſe criminals , at the 
inſt ance of the Prior of the «Auguſtin Fothers 
(the Saint was at that time Supcrior in the 
Conuent of Valliodolid) for Yhez he d:/ires to 
obtain any thing of me, he ſeemes rather to com- 
mand me then ty petition me, aud endines my, 
mind to what be pleaſes, Heis 4true fſernant of 
Ged, and although be be among # mortals, be is 
notYithſtanding Worthy the honor duc to thoſe 
Xho enjoy the cron of immontality.Such was the 
eſteem this great Monarch had of our Saint, 
Nor had he this authority with the Emperor 
alone , but alſo withthe Princes, and Nobles, 
and the common people : tor being aman of 
God, and one to whom notthing was dearce 


then charity, cucry one affeftionately loucd _ 


him , becauſe he endeayoured to do good to 
cucxgone : in ſuch forte that when he paſſed 
along the ſtreets , cucry body came out to ſee 
hion, ſome kiſſing his band, others his girdle; 
others his habit , and many noble mations 
came to their windows,and out of the reſpect 
which they . bore the Saint fell vpon their 
knees , hoping to recciue the bleſſing of Hecs 
ven by his praicrs; The Bleſſed Saint Thomas 
did not hence take occaſion of pride, but on 
the contrary he cuer humbled himſelf more, 
flying honors and great charges as much as 
the ambitiousſeck , and vnder hand ſuc for 
them , Hence he refuſed the Archbiſhoprick 
of Granada, which the Emperor offered him: 
notwithſtanding , honor followiog thoſe that 
fly from it , as the ſhadow the body,it was the 
pleaſure of God to put the Saint vpon 4 Can- 
dleſtick of his Church , elcuating bim tothe 
Archbiſhoprick of Valcntia : which happened 
by an extraordinary providence, For the moſt 
Illuſtrious Lord George of Auſtsja , vncle to 
the Emperor , having renounced the Arche 
biſhoprick of Yalentia,and his Majeſty having 
given it to 4 Venerable Father of the Order 
of Saint Hicrom, he commanded his Secretary 
to dcliuer him aPlacet, or letter of commens 
dation of it :but inſtead of putting the name 
of the father of the Order of Saint Hicrom, 
he put that of F. Thomas of Villanoua. of the 
Order of Saint Auguſtin. And the Emperor, 


before he ſigned it, taking notice ofthe mi- 
take , demanded of his Secretary the reaſon 
why he had don ſo? who anſwered, he defited 

Vuu bis 


. he 
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his pardon , and thought he had heard the 
name of F. Thomas of Villanova , but with 
A litle labor he could cafily reQuity the miſtake, 
by writing the letter ouer again, and putting 
in the name of the Father of Saint Hicroms, 
No,ſubjoyned the Emperor, that thou shall not 
do by any means , that Which thou baſ} written 
sball not be changed, For ſeing it War don ty thee 
Witbout any aduertency, nor did F makes any 
mention of bim , nor waſt thou moued hereunto 
by any regard bad to thine on profit; why should 
ve not think that it bappened by & particular 
prowidence of God ? Let ws therefore follow the 
;1} of God ; and ſo moſt willingly and gladly 
he ſubſcribed the Placet tor Saint Thomas : 
which was forthwith ſent him to Valliodo- 
lid , where he was then Superior ,who accor- 
ding to his wonted modeſty and humility , 
wept bitterly, viing all means poſſible to ex- 
cuſc himſelf from that honorable charge : and 
without doubt he had never accepted of it, had 
he not been compelled vnder pain of excom- 
munication by his Provincial, to ſubmit him- 
ſelf to the will of the Emperor. He was con- 
ſccrated by his Eminency the Cardinal Iohn of 
Taucra Archbiſhop of Toledo in the preſence 
of many honorable perſons. The ceremonies 
being ended , the next morning very carly he 
went on footto Ualentia, accompanied only 
by one Religious man , and twoſeruang. He 
came to a monaſtery of his Order ,called our 
Lady of ſuccour, whither he retired for —_ 
daics, which he ſpent in praier & recolleion, 
to demand grace of God perfeRly to acquit 
himſelf of the charge laid vpon him : after 
which he was content , though not without 
grcatdifficulty, by reaſon of the honor which 
was due to bis Pontifical dignity, to make his 
entrance into the city with the accuſtomed 
pomp and magnificence. He was then recciued 
with due ſtate and ceremony by all the Clergy 
and Nobility , bat particularly by the people, 
who cou!d not containtheir joy, which they 
teſtified by extraordinary acclamations and 
rcjoycing. They led kimto the Church, where 
was preparcd for him 2 magnificent throne, 
and the Croſs expoſed to be adored by him, 
according to the wonted ceremonies : but the 
Saint refuſed all theſe honors : and caſting 
away the Cuſhions and tapeſtry of filk , he 
fell vpon his knees on the barc earth, embra- 
ced the foot of the croſs and adored our Lord, 
powring out an abundance of tears, and be- 
tore he roſe vp, humbly , Kiſſed the ground, 

The firſt thing which our holy Prelate did, 
after the ceremonies and publick joys, was to 
viſit the priſons of his Biſhoprick:and judging 
them too obſcure, and too cruel , hecomman- 
ded them to be changed , belicuing that per. 
tons conſecrated to God, whom he called the 
anointed of our Lord, were to be brought 
back to the way of Saluation by ſome other 


| 
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means : as he ſhewed by his example, at the 
ſame time the Canons of his Church, inte; 
mony of their good will , offered him . is 
thouſand crowns of gold , 


immediately to the ſtewards and 
the Hoſpital , to repair the rvins 
lately been cauſed by a great fire, 
of the number ot thoſe, of whom t 
Prout ſaies,that honors changes manners; 


for he remitted not in the lealt his forner 
mafner of life, He wentas meanly apparelleg 
as before , yea cuen kept for ſomeyears the 


habit which he brought from the monaſtery 
mending it himſelf when it was broken as he 
| was wont to do when he was inthe Mons. 
| ſery: and one day one of his Cannons takin 
him in the fa&; wondring at it ;zaked hin 
how he could employ himlelf in fo vile and 
| contemptible 4 thing , ſeing that for three 
pence or a groat he might haue them accon- 
modated both better and ſooner , and here 
upon went about to hinder him from doing 
what he was about. But the ſeruant of God 
anſwered him , that by being made Archbirhop, 
he ceaſed not to be 4 Religious man, and thy 
the money Which be muſt baue ginen to4Tujly, 
Would ſerue to maintain ſome poor body, and 
defired him to tell no body of it, Ordinarily 
he wore only old clothes, in ſo much that his 
ſervants and domeſticks were aſhamed of it, 
himſelf alone not bluſhing : and when his 
Canons beſought hia to clothe himſelt2 litle 
more decently , and according tothe quality 
of 2 Biſhop , he anſwered them with aſmiling 
countenance , that be thanked them for the 
great care Which they bad of bim; but that they 
were to know that bis cdotbts Were not wnbeſee- 
ming the quality of 4 Bubop, Who bad made 4 
vow of voluntary pouerty : and moreouer that 
the autbority of his funFion did wit depend 
won the gaynes of bis attire, but of the 24# 
and vigilancy which be ought to bave our bis 
flocks At leaſt they defired bim that he would 
be pleaſcd to caſt away bis woollen hat, and 
to wear one of filk. To which at length 
conſented that he might not diſpleaſe them: 
and afterwards oftentimes vſed to ſay in met 
riment, ſhewing his hat : Bebold my Birks 
prick; my maſters the Canons judgedit nec) 
that I should vear this bat of ſilk, that I might 
be numbred among ſt the Archbizbops, And as be 
was ſtill poorin hishabit, lo alſo be obl 
the ſame faſts and auſterities which he 
practiſed in the Monaſtery.His table was Ve!) 
homely , and he was much troubled whe 
any extraordinary expenſes were male farbis 
nourriture, Upon A time his ſteward hauing 
giuen three or four Rialls or ſixpencesfor1 


fiſh for bis table, he blaaued hum for it, ? 
command 


, for thatth ent 
that he was very poor: the Saint n—_ 4 


moncy which was preſented him,thathen; bt 
not ſeem to ſlight their kindnes : he ſen; it 


mallers of 
Which had 
He was not 
he common 
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commanded him to carry it back again into 


"= Fil the market , ſaying that be could with the 
(++ Rialls at leaſt entertain ſo many poar peo» 
wi} be ple , whereas a couple of eggs or 4 fiſhofa 
ſwaller price would have been ſufficient for 


him; adding, that he was not maſter, but only 
diſpenſer of the Goods which God had put 
imo his hands, and of which hegauſt one day 
' vive himan account.His houſe wasa true ſhop 
of poyerty : there was notapeſtry to be ſeen, 
nor did he vic any linnen, ynles when he was 
ck, and oftentimes he took his repoſe vpon 
1 bundle of dry ſticks , withno other pillow 
but 3 hard Rone. Beſides the Faſts , which 
we haue ſaid that be obſerued as in the Mo- 
oaſtery, in the time of Aduent andLent,ypon 


Wedneſdays, and Fridays, and on the Vigils of | 


Feaſts, he contented himſelf with 2 litle bread 
and water , faſting vatill night,'but comman- 
ded notwithſtanding thoſe of his houſhold to 
take their ordinary refeRion. 

Like 4 good Paſtor he viſited the Churches 
of his Diocelſs , preaching oftentimes to the 
people not only in great citys, but allo inlitle 
towns and villages, with ſuch zcal and affec» 
tion , that the words which came out of h's 
mouth ſcemedto be ſo many flaſhes of light- 
ning or clapps of thunder. After his preaching 
immediately followed the <ffe& of his diuin 
eloquence , 4 notorious change of peoples 
manners and liues, in all the places which he 
viſited fo that one might ſay that he was 4 
new Apoſtle, or Prophet raiſed vp by Gag to 
reform his Dioceſs. Having ended his viſit, be 


aſembled a Prouiucial Council, where with | 


the advice of the other Biſhops, he made holy 
Ordinations, to cut off the abuſes he had ta- 
ken notice of in his viſit, But — that 
new difficultics would ariſe , like another 
Moyſes he had recours to the Tabernacle to 
learn the will of God ;he retired himſclt into 
his Oratory , where he often ſpent nights and 
Gaics,to the end that he might receiue light 
from on high , without which he Kacw he 
could not acquit himſelf of his duty in fo im- 
portanta charge, His ſeruants coming to ſeck 
him, found him ſometimes as it were depti- 
ved of the vſe of his ſenſes, and his ſpirit ra- 
uſhed into God , othertimes bathed in tears, 
ling, vpon the ground or leaning againſt 4 
Croſs, The Saint percieuing that they made 
difficulty to diſturbe him, gaue them an expres 
Command , that as ſoon as any one didask 
for him , they ſhould call him immediately 
vithout making the party to expe, giuing 
them this reaſon , for that althowgh be Was 4 
Q'eat lower of quiet and ſolitude , yet notvith» 
Sanding fince that he bad accepted of the «Arche 
1boprick , he was no longer bis own , but bis 
#. By his aſſidvity in praicr , he obtained 
great 2 gift ofcounſel,that the Lawyers and 
uocates were wont to ſay , that when the 


| 


| 


| 
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| Saint had giuen his judgement in any matter 


doubt of it : ſuch was the opinion which they 


human : allo the Saint did not confide ſo much 
in his own proper induſtry as in praicr. When 
= affair of great conſequence was to be 
di — » he ſpent whole aightsin praier : 
and to the end that his praiers might be more 
efficacious, he accompanied thew with tears , 
which are ordinarily the ſoul of praier,adding 
hereunto the effuſion of his own blood, which 
ran out of his ſhoulders torn with diſciplines. 
Once as he was prayiog very carnelt!y for the 

laluation ofa Pricſt , whom he keptin priſoa 

by reaſon of his miſdemeanors , he perceived 

the pifture of i Ceucifix , which he had in his 

Oratory to ſweat blood. Hardly bad he ſeen 

this prodigy , but the Gavler cametotell him, 

that the poor Prieſt had hanged himſclf; hea+ 

ring this , he went in all balt tothe priſon, and 

finding the poor miſerable man without any 

hgn of life , notwithſtanding he ccaſed not 
moſt ardcntly to pray for him , and to weep 
not ſo much for his body, from which the ſoul 

was ſeparated, as for his ſoul, from which God 
was departed. As he was redoubling his deſires 
and praiers , the Prieſt lifting vp his head 
ſpoke to him , begging his nodlan and conj- 
teſſing that through bis praiers he was deliue. 
red from the darknes of his former errors and 
putia the lightſora way of truth, Then this 
_ Paſtor cordially embracing him, gaue 

im this wholſom counſel. Alas : my child! 
Doſt thou not remember bow dear thou baſh cof 
thy Lord , who-has hed the wery laſt drop of 
his blood torederm thee ? Why then Wilt thou ruin 
thy ſelf, bauing to do ith ſo good 4 God , whole 
mercies are infinite ? why Wilt thuu caſt thy 
fel beadlong into the bottomles pit of deſpair ? 

The poor man, comforted by the words of the 
Saint, promiſed amendment : and changin 
the world for an Hermitage , ſpent the reſt of 
his life moſt holily. This work of chcrity, and 
the reſt which -we ſhall recount, proceeded 
from that zcal and affcQion , which the Saint 
belicucd it was neecflary for a good Paſtor to 
bauc. There was i ccrtainPriclt who by rea« 
ſon of his bad life , retained nothing of his S2- 
cerdotall dignity but the ſacred Chara&ter. 
The good Archbiſhop deſirous rodraw him 
out of the gates of hell , in which he ſeemed 
to hauc one toot alrcady,carried him privately 
into his Oratory, where after he had ſharpely 
reprehended him as he well deſerucd , he paſs 
«, as we ſay , from words to blows , not to 
chaſtize the criminal, but topuniſh himſelf x 
Nov, laid he, 1 ſee that my toogreat indy lgence 
bas maintained 8nd nourizhed your malice , and 
becauſe I baue been too mild and merciful to« 


þ 


Wards 30u » } am guilty of your wickedneſſes, 
and 


of importance, there was no longer rcaſon to. - =—— 


had of his wiſedomand prudence : and with $5 * ?* 
your reaſon, forthat it'was rather divin then *©'ber- 
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tance for them, and not you. Atter which words 
he fell down before 3 Crucifix which was 


rember there, andpowring out a deluge of tears, he 


ynueſted himſelf, and began with ſuch rigour 
and violence to tear his body with whips, 
that his garments were filled with blood. The 
Prieſt ſeing this ſo rare an example of charity, 
and on the othee fide aſtoniſhed at the multi» 
tude of the fins , which he had committed , 
conceiuing 4 great grict for them , began to 
weep together with the Saipt : then caſting 
himſelf at his fect , and beſceching him for the 
loue of God to leaue off that cruelty to himſelf, 
he made vſe of the words of the Prophet Da- 
uid , when God afflited his people: Ft is 1, 
ſaid he, that baue finned "tis I that baue de- 
ferned theſe blows, in the mean time jou, Who are 
innocent , feel the ſmart of them. But 1 promiſe 
You before him Wbo knowves- the ſecrets of our 
harts and ſouls, and before the T mage of bis moſt 
dear ſon , that F will benceforveards live as be- 
ſeemes my eſtate. And as he ſpoke from the 
bottom of his heart, ſo he accompliſhed what 
he had promiſed.By ſuch efficacious remedies 
as theſe, this true Paſtor and Biſhop of ſouls,of- 
tentimes bronght back to the told the hune 


dredth ſtrayed ſheep. Whence one not vnhitly | 


made this Emblem of him: Apelican wounding 
her breaſt with her bill , and fetching out 
blood , wherewithall to nouriſh her yong 
ones : and another added this inſcription : 7 
am mail like to 4 Pelican of the deſert , for 
that he exerciſed this Ccharicy in ſecret, in 


the priuacy of his Oratory, Nor was he leſs | 


ready to rclicue the corporall wants of his 


ſubic&s, principally taking care ofthoſe poor, | 


who by their ſicknes or impotency were not 
able to work for their living, Inthe firſt place 
he took care f6r their nourriture whotor their 
wickedneflſes were kept priſoners in his Pal- 
lace. He hada great care that his ſeruants were 
well treated, and their ſeruices recompenced, 
aboue all when they were ſick : which 4 mef- 
ſeager whom he had ſent vpon a certain bu« 
ſines bountifully experienced ; for returning 
back ſick , be ſent to viſit him, and cauſed 3 
couple of henns and 4 good ſumm of money 
to be carried him : fiſteen daies after he went 
to ſee him himſelf, carrying with him alike 
almes, and continued hisliberality, vntil ſuch 
time, as he was perfeRly recovered, He was 
the ſame towards the reſt of his ſeruants, leaſt 
that neceſſity might make them vſe deceit in 
the adminiſtration of their charges. The Re- 
uenue of his Biſhoprick was cightecn thou- 
ſand crowns , of which he gaue to the poor 
thirteen thouſand, not reſeruing one penny of 
it ſor the following year:which he would hauc 
thought a great ſacrilege, and 4 manitcſt inju- 
ſtice in the houſe of God.Of the five thouſand 


ciowns that iemaincd , he pgauc two of them 


| 
| 
: 


as an annual penſhon , to the | 
Lord George of Auſtria, to So re brig ry, 
due for his reſignation of the Archbiſhd wy ” 
He ſpent the other three thouſand = 
taining his family, and recompenling his, 6 
cers, and others whom he employed 4 
{cruice : ſo that it 18 3 wonder how that i « 
which remajped , ſhould ſuffice 1 dg ed : 
to.ſuſtain his family , but even to kee w 
Pallace in repairs. There came to his "a 
euery day about fiue hundred poor people 
and although there were ſo many, he ar 
that every one of them, at what hour (oe, 
uer they came , ſhould have an alms, which 
ordinarily was bread, and pottage, and a cu 
of wine , with a pecce of money : and that 
which gaue a relliſh toall was, he cheerful. 
nes with which he cauſed ittobe given, When 
it was obje&cd to him that many ſcipned 
themſclues to be poor , and that others vader 
a diſguiſe came twice or thrice in the ſame 
day , the good Father anſwered that if ary 
counterfait came clothed in the habit of 3 
poor man, it beJonged to the Governor ofthe 
city and not to him to take notice ofhim ; he 
was to procure, that no body who made p1o- 
teſhon of pouerty , ſhould go fromhis door 
without an almes. He faig the ſame to his Al- 
moner, that he ſhould not for this forbear to 
give alms ; but on the contrary thathe ſhould 
giue to cuery one as often as he asked: Fr, 
ſaid he vnto him, zt 2nay be that an Angel ſent 
from beauen preſents Eimſelf there wnder the 
sbape of 4 poor manto try vs :gine then tool 
thoſe that ark you an alms , and giue them it 
With a willing bart , Without 5hewving any Jadnet 
in your countenance : giue, T ſay ith a great 
confidence in bim,who being Lord of beauen and 
earth , and maſter of all treaſures, fot the hut 
of vs Yould become poor , to enrich w1 by bit pts 
werty: who, T ſay hauing begun bis life with po 
werty , continued it ſo all along , and would 
naked nailed to & Croſs for the lowe of v1,Vn- 
derſtanding that 3 labouring man had ſolol 
the vſe of his right hand, that he wasnolon- 
gcr able to {abour , immediately he commate 
ded ſeven Rialls a week to be given him. fic 
ring alſo that a filk-weauer was not ableto 
excrciſe his art for want of matter , he coo 
manded 3 hundred and fifty pounds tobegy 
uen him , wherewithall to buy him filk, tha 
ſo he might be able to get his livjng by bs 
band-labor. Seing 4 poor begger who 
ſcarce wherewithall to cover his nakednes, 
he offered , him his cloke , but the pod! 
wan out of modeſty would not accept i, 
but the Archbiſhop conſtrained tim totake 
it, He hada care ot Orphclios and Popilis 3 
ot the apples ol his eyes, ſhrouding them 13 G 
the wings of his charity :and tor the {pace r 
eleucn years that he was Archbiſtop ," 
* . . n malrryc ut 
one poor Orphclin maid Was te 
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helped by his charity and alms. He 
rd wh A one «te of infants , which were 
5£?- expoſed at peoples doors , and made them to 
ember: ,.. brought vp , how many {ocuer they Were, 
although ſometimes there were laied at the 
ate of his pallace two or three in 4 night. 
Amongſt others one being brought to him by 
his ſeruarts, be gaue it his benediQion,and ſaid 
'o them: Go preſently and ſeek nurſe, for if 
ve prowide nourtitnre for eight and forty, Which 
we hawe alreary , ve shall be able by the belp of 
God to (uainthis, and mote alſo if be ſend vs 
them, One that bad ſeen the Saints care in 
this at of charity, would haue taken him for 
i tender mother, who having put out herlitle 
ones to anrle.,, went oftentimes to viſit them 
to ſee how they did ; for every month he 
made cucry nurſe come to his houſe with her 
tle one , then ſetting them all in a row , he 
attentiuely looked vpon the litle Infants, and 
increaſed the penſion of thoſe nurſes that had 
been more carcfull in bringing vp theſe Inno» 
cents,and ſharpely reprehended thoſe that had 
been more negligent. And that the Porters of 
bis houſe might be more diligent to take in 
ſuch children , he gaue them for each child 
they brought him a crown of gold : and to 
the end that this work of charity might be 
continuedaſter his death, he left a confiderable 
ſuwm of money to be employed in the ſame 
charitable office. And he was ſo carefull that 
the poor ſhould be rclicued that he would not 


wholly truſt to the fidelity of his ſeruants in | 


the diſtribution of the alms which he gaue, 
and therefore would oftentimes ſet himſelf 
ſecretly in a, window to fee if they gaue to 
euery One as he had ordained. God rccome 
penced alſo the charity of the Saint, by many 
miracles which he viſibly wrought, eſpecially 
vpon the poor , and in the multiplication of 
the almes, One day he perceiued amongſt the 
other beggers 4 poor lame man that went 
with two crutches, and that with great diſh. 


culty: the Saint moued with compaſſion ta- ,| not ſoart :the ſtewar 


wards him , asked him if he kuew no art : the 
poor man wade anſwer that heretofore he had 
beena Taylor, but now hauing loſt the vic 
of his hands and fingers he was ablc to do 
- nothing , but if he could recouer his health, 
he ſhould be able by labouring in his trade to 
gain what was neceſſary to maintain his fami- 
ly : the Archbiſhop then asked of him whe- 
ther he had rather hauc health or an alms? 
the poor criple anſwered :0!. if it pleaſe God 
T defue bealth : which the Saint baviog heard, 
immediately he roſe vp , and making the fign 
of the Crols ypon the infirm perſon , like 
other Saint Peter , he ſaid vato him: Ja the 
nane of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, leage thy cratcher, 
and go bome to thy bowſe and York. Ac had no 
ſooner ſaid theſe words , but the poor. man 


| praiſing and bleſſing God: In the houſe of this 
great Alnoner they were wont to bake 4 great 
quantity of bread to giue tothe poor, It bap- 


Ualcntia were ſpoiled : andCconſequently they 


d great way , and al(o by this a&cident the 
number of beggers wasencreaſed, whereupon 
the Saints ſteward ,ſcing ;that if tl.ey conti- 
nucd their ordinary alms , within two daies 
their bread would fail, he propoſed to the 
Archbiſhop to diſcontinue his alms , vhtill 
ſuch time as the mills were repaired. The good 
Prelat having heard hia ,in anger cxclamed: 
What, shall Y: then ſend aYay the poor without 
gining them any thinz ? God defend me ſrom 
ſuch 4 misfortune : I bad rather 4 thouſand 
tumes put away all my ſeruants, thei tefuſe an 
alms to thoſe that ask it of me F Yill that to day 
and to morro\v you bake as much bread as you 
Were wont to do.and that according tocur cuſtom, 
0s gine to all that (ball come : for F confile that 
God vill not permit you to want any thing. It 
happened as the Saint had foretold, God crow- 
ning his liberality with 4 glorious miracle : 
for hauing baked that day as much bread as 
they were wont todo, the next day they found 
as much meal as if it had not been toucht : 
and of that meal, which the ſteward difiding, 
| in Gods prouidence thought would not ſoffi- 
| ce , for two daies, there remaicied at the end 
| of a whole month, Es 
| One cucning very late there came to the 
 boly Archbiſhop three widows, who falling 
' vpon their kaees before him beſoug ht bim 
| to take pity of them , for that they were 
brought to ſuch miſery , that they Had not 
bread to eat. This mirror of mercy taking 
compaſſion, of them , called for his ſteward ms 
commanded him to giue ſome corn to thefe 
poor widows : but he anſwering that there 
was none left , the Saint replied that could 
not he, and bad him goand fee if there were 
Jadded , I do aſture you, 
my Lord , that there is none ; and behold the (er« 
wants Which come juſt no from fwveeping the gra< 
nary, Will teflify that, there is not ſo much a1 one 
gratn.But the Archbiſhcp who belicued in ho- 
pe againſt all hope, repeated again:[ can not bee 
liewe it , and I Will immediately go wp to the gra« 
nary my ſelf. Being come to it, he turned him- 
ſelf towards bis ſeruants , ſaying vnto them : 
1 do aſſure my ſelf that the Father of mercy, and 
the God of all conſolation vill bane pity on theſ? 
poor women : and behold they found the gra- 
nary ſo full of wheat, ihat they could hardly 
| open the door. At which the ſteward, and the 
other feruants were greatly amazed. And the 
Saint commanded part of thecornto be giuen 
to the poor widows that they might tatte of 
the miraculous fauor : Beſides his ordinary 


inding himſelf perfeRly cured, returned home 
Tom, 2, 


alms , he was very charitable towards the fick, 
XxX ſending 


were forced to carry their corn tobe ground. 
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ſending rhem whatſoever he belieued tobe 
neceſſary tor them,as well for their ſuſtenance, 
as clothing ; hence he gave away ſuch 4 quan- 
tity of couerlids , ſhects , ſhifts, and other 
linnnens, that the Taylors,and thoſe that ſold 
them were notable to prouide him ſufficient, 
and they found that theſc alſo increaſed as 
they were diſtributed , he giuiug 4 greater 
nnmber away then he had received of them. 
And at other times God multiplicd the filuer 
which he gauc in alms. Returning once from 
one of his Lordſhips,he commanded his ſer- 
uant who carried two purſes with him, one 
for their own neceſſities , and the other for 
the relief of the poor , to ſee what money 
there was left, The ſeruant did ſo, and to his 
aſtoniſhment fcund , that he had giuen away 
more then he had taken with him, and not- 
withſtanding there was yet much remaining. 
Nor did he work theſe wonders only when he 
was preſent , but alſo when he was abſent. 
Having ſent his viſitor into Albaida , his purs 
wastaken out of his chamber in an Inn, wherc 
he had left it, going down into the Garden to 
recite his Houres, whilſt dinner was prepared, 
and two poor people coming to ask him an 
alms , he percciued his money was gon. The 
next morning he went to the Church to ſay 
Maſs : in which, he began to diſcours within 
binſclf, and as it were reaſoning with the 
Archbiſhop,to ſpeak to him after thismanner: 
Soit goes Rewerend Father With the _ of 
God, and your cauſe : they haue not only fanned 
againſt God , but alſo againſt you, and the poor 
Whom you ſo tenderly loue : you are particularly 
intereſted berein : be pleaſed then to pray to God 
by ſome means or other to remedy this misfor- 
tune, Having cnded the Holy Sacrifice of Mals, 
as he went intq the Sacriſty, two men follows 
ing him, ſaid that they had a ſecret to commu» 
nicate vnto him ; ſo cuery one going out and 
the door being ſbut, they both caſt themſelues 
at his feet , asking him pardon : ang} one of 
them ſpake thus vnto him ; F am the man 
that took av ay your purs and 30ur money : and 
going about by means thereof to dra my friend 
#ut of bis own countrey to dwell vith me , as woe 
Vere upon 0ur Way , 4 Venerable Father clothed 
in black,, andin the halit of A Birhop , with & 
mitre vpon his bead , and a Crofeer ſtaff in his 
hand , put himſelf before vs threatning to chaſti- 
xe v5 very ſeuerely , if we would not return back, 
andreſtore what Ye ba1ſtolne.Aﬀtertheſe words, 
they put his purſe and money into his hand. 
The viſiter being returned home , the firſt Sa- 
lute that the holy Prelate gaue bim, was to 
ſay vnto bim : Ho il} Vere you treated in your 
journey ! «And yet how Well bas God diſpo(ed of | 
all. The other much aſtoniſhed hereat deman- 
ded of hiw,how he could cowe ro know this, 
ſcipg that he had communicated it to no body 


ig the world 7 But the Saint immediately re- | with many other vertues:0 


| 


| 


| 


715 S. Thomas of Villanoua, Archbishop and Confeſlor, 
| 


plied : Let ws ſpeak no more of it on! 
God thanks, who has been — a T: 
- J to | 
aſſiſt vs. In the year one thoutand fu: bun, $1 
dred and fifty , the night before the faſt of temi 
Saint Bernard, Draguſivs Arax 4 famousPy 
rate,came to ſhore neer 4 town of his mod q 
to ruin andpillage it: which he did , carr =. 
away their corn, their wine and their Bock 
taking with him many men , and __ 
them ſlaues, Our Saint having heard this lad 
news , forwith ſent to the inhabitants of th 
town one of his Religious to comfortthers 
and his Almoner with two ſerwants who 
carried two thouſand four hundred crowns 
and cloth worth as much mere, to the end to 
repair the dammages hat this robber of the 
ſca had don them ; thoſe whom he had ſent 
hauing acquitted themſclues faithfully of their 
charge, and counting amongſt themſelycs 
what they had laid out tor the redeeming of 
Captiues, and for the relief of thoſe whowere 
in neceſſity, they found that they had1aid out 
twice as much as they bad brought withthen 
from Valentia, 

The good Archbiſhop was not only the 
ſupport of the poor himſelt, but alſo he endex- 
uoured that all thoſe that were not ſuch 
might become ſuch,but abou all greatLords, 
Dukes, and Marqueſles ; ihewing ynto them 
that if they defired to make their greatnes ape 
pear , they muſt not do it by maintaining 4 
great family , nor by other pompesand vanitys 
of the world ; but by moking themſelues ta 
thers andProte&ors of theis Vaſlals,goueming 
them in peace and juſtice , and relieving their 
neceſſities :and if they delired to havethe pi- 
ure of a true Noble-man, or Greatone,they 
would find it in Iob , who was one of the ti» 
cheſt men in all the Eaft , but yet richer in 
merty and charity , then in poſſeſſions and 
earthly dominions.Otherwhiles he counſelled 
them as Daniel did Nabuchodonoſor, tore- 
deem their fins by alms-decds: Anſyer nt, 
laid be, 6 ſinner, what better poſieſſion, whit 
moucable more neceſſary for thee canſt this i 
With thy money and other riches, then therenend. 
tion of thy fins , ſeing that if thou doeft wt 
redeem them im this life , they Wilt (erue, 6: few 
to burn thee in eternal flames in the nt 
ſometimes when he was preaching he wou 
fay vnto his Auditors, 1f y0# deftre that Gol 
should bear your praiers , bear Jo! the out 
the poor, Tf you deſire that God sbould pt ol 
Your neceſſities, preent the neceſſities of 1bep", 
Yithour exſpefing that they 1p rin at 
but eſpecially their neceſſities x ho are asbame b 
begs , whom to make to ak a lms, is t0 oy 
them deſerwe it , not to Jay #11 80 make ! 
bay it. > 

Together with this vertue of mercy t0W3 
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cipal Was 3 very great loue of God , which 


” could not be contained within his hart, which 


3 burning furnace , but broke out 
7. not only Þy works , but alſo by the words and 
qweet ſighs which be calt forth. Thou comman- 
feſt me 0 Lord, ſaid he ſometimes in imitation 


{Saint Auguſtin » fo loxe thee in all things , 


4 all things , and thou commanideſt me 

ol if, ous. pain of bein for exer de- 
ied of the viſion of that beautifull face which 

the «Angels defure continually to behold. And 
what | 1s it poſſeble. 0 my God, that F sbowld be 
5 ongratefull , that after bauing been created 

according to thy image and likenes after bauing 
leen redemed, not With gold or ſuluer, or any other 
wrruptible matter, but With the moſt pretious 
baodof thy dear ſon tat after ſo many graces and 
fayors, which J daily receiue from thy bountiful 
Lond, 1 sbowld ſtill ſtand in nebdof 4 command 
9 loue thee ? «Ab ! my God , thou confounde# 
web ſuch 4 command , and I know not what 
more to ſay. Yet notvithanding , 0 ſweet and 
lliciows command | © light burden | I _ thee 
banks 38 my God, for bazing obliged me by ſo 


and lo defireable 4 Law to lowe thee. I rax 
we / i pro accord : but thou baſt alſo 
yen me the ſpur : for What was there that F 
lhowld defire more ardently , then to lowe thee ? 
without dowbt if thow sbouldeſt c:mmand me 
wt to lowe thee, 1t is & thing Which would be im- 
[ſible andintolerable unto me;F sbquldrather 
chooſe even bell it ſelf 3 and it would be left wnſup- 
putable then 4 command contrary to thy loue. And 
in very deed, when T think tbat there is 2 bell 
< not apprebend ſo much the flames , nor the 
racks , and tortwres, as that Which they [ay , that 
theſe reprobate and forlorn ſouls hate thee, and 
curſe thee. 0 miſerable and wnfornate creatures | 
Ii this the acknowledgement that you render to 
your Creator ? «May 1 -perish rather, 6 my God, 
then eyer ceaſe to lowe thee: if I /orget thee, let 
m right hand be put in obliuion, I:t my tongue 
deave to the roof of my month if I do not remem» 
ba thee ,if 1 do not put thee in the firſt ranck of 
the obiefs wbich I lowe . and Which cauſe me joy. 
Otherwhiles he ſaid : 6 my God! How juſtly is 
be damnedin bell, who made choice rather to burn 
then to Joue thee : for if be bad lowed thee with 
4 ſincere loue , be sbould not be now burning, in 
the eternal flames and fire of bell. 

Although our Saint made ſure his ſalvation 
by ſo many good works, notwithſtanding he 
continually fighcd after. that reſt and quiet 
which he had left, and was in acontinual ap» 
prehenſion , ſeing himſelf vader the load of 
bur tchavge : and he ſaid oftentimes ro 3Do- 
Qor of his Order , with whom he was wont 
to communicate his moſt ſecret affairs, that 
face he was elevated to the dignity of 2 Bi- 
ſhop, not one day had paſſed him, without his 
dewailing , what be ſeemed to hauc loſt by 
changing his eſtate and coaditioa : and that 


life had been nothi 


that be as nener ſo afraid to be Hotted out of the 
number of the Predeſtinated , ar fince he vas 


all means poſſible to quit his mitre andCroſicrs 
ſtatk, and to return tothe ſolitude of 3 Mon: 
| ſicallite, But perceiving that he laboured in 
vain , praier was his only refuge , which he 
ordinarily made proſtrating himlelf before his 
Crucifix.Andin fine it pleated. God to comfort 
him, revealing vato him that ſhortly he ſhould 
be deliucred trom his ſo great labours and 
toyls,to enjoy an eternal crown: for being y« 
pona day of the Purification of our Lady'in 
his Oratory , deploring his condition ; the 
Crucifix, at the feet whereof he was proftra- 
ted, ſpake vnto him in this manner : Conrage, 
my dearly belowed, thou thalt come unto me wpont 
the day of my mothers Natinity : and in con- 
hicmation hereof, the mouth of the Crucifix, 
which had been till then ſhut , remained open, 
andis to be ſeen atthis day with tecth cat ſo 
artifically , that skilfull caruers confeſs , that 
with all their art and induſtry they can not 
make their like. With this viſion our Saint was 
much comforted, and now-ſcing as It were his 
graue open before him , he diſpoſed bimſclf 
to dy with ſo great feruor , as if hitherto he 
had don nothing at all. Vpon the nine and 
twentigh of Auguit he was taken with 4 ſquin- 
cy, which he contrated by his watchings and 
labours : this diſeaſe was allo accompanied 
with a great fcucr, And knowing that God: 
would call himto himſelf although his whole 
els but 2 continual dif< 
poling of himſelf to dy , yet. notwithſtanding 
he now prepared him ſelfmore particularly, 
and began with 2 general contc(ſion of his: 
very leaſt faults, weeping as bitterly torthem, 
as it he had been the very greateſt ſinner in 
the world. The nextday he cauſed his Viati- 
cum to. be brought him , which he received 
with an incrediblejoy and content : and ma- 
king 4 ſhort exhortation to thoſe that were: 
prelent , he ſpake to them with ſuch devotion 
and feruor that they all fell a weeping. 45 foon 
as his fickaes was diuulged abroad, all the 
people fell to their deuotions , and there were 
nothing but praiers and proceſſions for the 
health of their Prelate : Ja ſuch ſorte that one 
would hauc thought it had been Holy.Week, 
by reaſon of the ſorrow that eurry body ſhew-+ 
ed in their countenance. Our holy Almoner 
deſiring that mercy and charity (ſhould accom- 
pany him to his very graue,and after alſo, four 
daics before his death he commanded him 
who was wont to diſtribute his almes, totake 
the f ar thouſand crowns which he had lett , 8 
to diſtribute them amongſt the poor of all the 
Pariſhes , beſceching him not to bring bim 
back again ſo much as one farthing , tor it 


would greatly afflit him. The difts1buter - 
is 


Yritten and put in the number of Bisbops. This 'S x p 
| fear ſo wrought vpon him, that he tought out embers 


I 
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embers 
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his alms immediately performed his will, ta» 
king along with him certain ſervants , and 
God almighty inſenfibly multiplied the almes 
in their hands. For coming to the houſe of a 
poor Cutler , they gaue him tour crowns in 4 
paper to pay for his houſe rent for half a year: 
but they being gon, the poor artificer having 


opened the paper ; found the money well en-' 


creaſed, to wit to the ſummot thirty crowns. 
Upon Saturday , which was the Vigil of our 
Ladys Nativity, hauing made all his moncy to 
be giuen to the poor , he cauſed his moucablcs 
alſo to be diſtributed amongſt them,except the 
bed on which he lay , exſpe&ing death: not- 
withſtanding defiring to go as naked out of 
the world as he came into it, he made the kee- 
per of his Epiſcopal priſon to be called , to 
whom he ſpake thus : 7 bawe nothing els bat 
this bed , Which} gize thee with & good will, if 
thou Wilt accept of it. The keeper having ac- 
cepted of it with thanks , the Saint added :F 
pray thee lend it me wntill ſuch time as F «hall 
be dead : or if thou Wilt not, I am ready to 6» 
won the bare ground. The Gaolor yielding 
hereunto ,asit was fitting , the bleſſed Saint 
ouctjoyed:, lifting.vp his eyes and hands to 
heaven. , whither. he approached , began to 
ſay: 1 thank thee, 0 my God, for bauing maine 
me Yorthy to offer vp vato thee that Which is 
thine on, and for that baying nothing of all the 
goods of the world, 1 shall haue the happines to 
a» like 4 poor Religions mane After this percei- 
uing his forces to decay , and his cnd to ap- 
proach , he made the paſſion of our bod ; 
accorhing to Saint John ,to be read to him, 
and when he felt hymſe|fto be moued by cer- 
tain words, he commanded the Reader to ſtop 
2while, and then lifting vp his cyes bathed in 
tears towards the Crucitix, he attentiucly me- 
diated the myſteries that he had heard. The 
Paſſion being ended, he cauſed Maſs to be 
ſaid: and the Pricſt being come to thewords of 
conſ{ecration,he began the Pſalm: 77x te Domi- 
ze (peraui , with two Rreams of tears which 
continually ran down from his cyes. The 
Prieſt hauing communicated, and he hauing 
faid the laſt Verl , In manus tuas Domine com 
mendo ſpiritum mean, he rendred vp his ſoul 
to him who created him for his glory , vpon 
the cigthof September , the day of the Nati- 
uity of the Virgin , in the ycar of our Lord 
one thouſand five hundred fifty five, His 
face remained as fair and clear as 1f he had 
been aliue,rauiſhing with its Angelical beau- 
ty all that beheld it. The noiſe of his death 
was ſoon ſpreadall over the city , whereat all 
the inhabitants were diſſolued into tears and 
tamentations for th: death of ſo good a Paſtor; 
but eſpecially the poor, who came from al) 
parts in great multitudes, to bewail his death 
who had been their father, and to the number 
of cight thouſand followed his Corps with 


great deuotion; which was carried 
pomp and folemnity out of the 
Church, to that of ovr Lady cfSucc 
Order of Saint Auguſtin , and buried in the Kty 
ccmmon burying-place of the wor ke as hi . 
ſelt had ordained. And God would inſtanch 
wanifeſt the ſapRity of the good Prelate þ } 
notorious miracle , which happened oe 
carried his body.T he ſtreets being full of = 
ple of all eſtates and conditions , who wers 
come to honoy the funcralls of the Saint I 
yong man of nineteen years of ape, haui 
climed vp tothe top ofa bigh houſe, thathe 
might better ſee the body of the Saint as i 
was carried along , by ſome negligence fell 
down, His Mother ſcing this fad lpeQacle 
immediately fe]l ypon her knees,and cried out, 

0 boly Prelate help my ſon , and inſtantly he 
came down as gently as if he had been let 
down by acord, and was found vpon his feet 
without any hurt,or dammage. 

After his death he appearcd firſt of all to 
one of the Biſhops that aſſiſted at his conſe. 
cration , called Segrian, and afterwards to his 
intimate friend Iohn de la Porte , who were 
ſo opprefled with grief, that they thoughtit 
inpoſſitle for them to live after the tols of 
ſuch 4 father. And one day when with 2 do- 
letul yoice, and tears in their eyes they were 
ingeminating the name of the Saint, betyin 
three and four a clock in the morning, 
ſaw agreat light, andin the midlc of it Bleſſed: 
Saint Thomas, in the ſame clothes which he 
was wontto wear in his Epiſcopal Pallace, 
who approaching to their beds-head, ſpake 
thus vnto them: Why doyou Weep? if 108 lout 


with Preat 
Cathev&a it 


-me put an end to your tears andrejoyietugether 


vith me , for that 1 now enjoy the crown of ela, 
Which no mortall men could give me nur cas 
they take it avay from me. And having (aid 
this,he diſappeared. He appearedanothertime 
the night before the Epiphany to 4 certain 
man ,to whom the viſion was more trouble- 
ſome , but profitable, The holy Archbiſhop 
had given him in charge certain alms to diſtri 
bute to the poor aſter his death ; but he who 
had ſhewed himſelf very officious in word, 
was very negligent in — his promiſeby 
deeds. The Saint reprchended him very ſharps 
ly for hauing deceiued him, failing to periora 
this duty of charity , which the poorthat te 
oppreſled with want , ex{pe& from the faith» 
full, and whoſe neceſſity cries to God fot vel- 
geance. The poor man amazed at theſe threats, 
proftrated himſelf vpon the ground to ak 
him pardon , and proteſtedthat he would a6 
compliſh what he had promiſed entirely and 
faithtully, But acquitting himſelf of it ve!y 
coldly , the bleſſed Saint Thomay appeated 
vnto him the ſecond time in the night before 
the Feaſt of the Purification of the Uirgin,and 


threataed him with a ſudden death _ 
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Po ning himſcit tow ards 4 yong man that 
' of cer by he with 4 whip in his hand, he 
}, 


+ God would not haue more pity of him, 
v, os he had of the poor and miſerable and 


aded him to ſcourge him fo ſoundly , 
that be ſhould belieue that thele were not 11- 
Jufions, but truths which ſhould make him 
wiſe to his coſt: whiT. the other did lo rudely, 
thzt by reaſon of the pain of the ſtripes which 
he had receiued, he was not able for ten daics 
10 flirr out of his bed, and ſatisfied with theſe 
viſions be fulfilled his promis. Moreover there 
was a certain woman., who being tormented 
with 4 very violent teuer , and in a manner 
delpaired ot by the Phyfitians , ſcing her ſelt 
in that extrenity , had recours vato ourSaint, 
andcaulcd certain of his Relicks to be brought 
to her ; and having recciued them with great 
reverence and aff-fion , ſhe recommended | 
herſelf ynto bim with all her heart: the night 
following {he ſaw the holy Archbiſhop in his 
Pontifical 1obes , vpon his knees betore an 
ape of the Virgin mother which was in ber 
Chamber , with his hands joyhed and lifted 
yp to heaven. She much rezoyced at (ucha | 
viſion , began to beſecch him that was pray» | 
ing to pray for*her, that ſhe might obtain he. 
alth and ſufficient ſtrength to dedicate her fel f 
io the ſervice of Teſus Chriſt. At the ſame in- | 
fant the viſion diſappeared , and the ſick 
paty found her ſe}t in perfect health. In like 
manner he appeared to another of his Deuo- 
irs, vm the DoRtors had giuen ouer, and 
Lying bis baod vpon him faid vato him: Sox, 
h nit fear , thou sbalt Shortly rec2wer; From 
that time his difeale began to remir,and with- 
in 4 few daies he was perfectly well: which 
viſit the perſon that was cured was wont to | 
recount with tears in his eyes, affirming with | 
igreat fenſe ofpiety that it wasnot A ſeeming 
but true apparition, In yery deed the charity 
ofthis bleſſed Saint was admirable, ſcing that | 
not only (bined glotioufly during hts life , | 
but alfo aſter his death caſt torth its reſplen- 
dent raies: for who will not wonder at the | 
oreat care of this = Piclate , who cured | 
the fick yifiting of them and honoring them 
vith his preſence euen after his death ? In | 
fine God wrought ſo many miracles in fauor 
ofahoſe who had recours to the Saint, whe-| 
ther by means of the duſt of his grave, drunk | 
own out of deyotion in alitle water , or by | 
wplying to the place affefted., the flowers 
which had been Caft vpon the ſame grauc, 
orby chafing it with the oil ot # Camp, which 
burned before his holy body that it would re-| 


coa1ma 


quire 4 whole bock to write them all. I ſhall |. 


content my ſelf to lay in general , that he cu- 


red wany children that were deſpaired of: } 
ſome ot teers , others of ſwellings and the }: 
kinps evil , others bruiſed and cruſbed with | 


5, Thomas of Villanoua, Archbighop and Confeſſor. 718 


| into the breaſts of nurſee, who were at ab 
to ſuckle their litle ones, He helped alſo tma- 
ny women who could not bri 
fruit. 
ſight to the blind , hearing to the deaf ,and 
health and ſtrength of limms to the lame, as 

 15t6 be ſeen ih the tables carried to Rowe in 


| ordet to his Beatification. He raiſed eleven 


ptrſotis ftom death to life, to wit five boys , 
and fix girles, One of which coming dead out 
of its mothers womb waz already deftitiedto 
The mother being com to the.end 
of her time, and her pains cucry Gay eneteas 
fing , the midwife ſaid ſhe could'not be deli- 


ucred withont 4 miracte , for thit her fruit 
came Crofle-iviſe , and without dodbt the 
would dy in her labour : they coubſclted hee 
to ptepare her ſelf for death, by receiding the 
holy Sacrartcnts.She , without defpifing theit 
counſel , with great affeftion made Hitt addreſs 
to Saint Thomas, ſaying : 0 boly Birbop haut 
pity oj ine , ati ſuccout me i my affiifion | 
She had no fooner ended het pratet , but ſhe 
perceined her frait to turn in her body, and 
brought it forth , but drad'; of 4 black 
and hideous color , and caſting forth 4 mot 
noifom ſtench. Whereoponthet. ofthe houſe 
refolucd to burythe l:fle infanti i fable cloſe 
by, becauſe it died without" Baptifin They 

were now' ready to pot thee body into the 

ground , when one of the neighbors that was 


| prefent, beganito ſay : Let vs implore the aid 


of the Saint. Why can not be ly Vis mbrits ar 
vel gize life to the daughter, as be Has preferacd 
the mother from death ? Thee others IiKing of 
the propoſition ,;ſet therafelties to pray , and 
when they had praicd abovt an hour , the 
dead child began to open its litle eyes , and 
to cry and weep, as infants when they are 
newly born are wont to do : the vnſagory 
odour vanifhed , the black cotour was chan« 
gedinto2 frefh and vermillion : alt that were 
preſent bleſting God ,znd praifing the vertue 


| of the Saint, Theſe and ſuch like miracles be- 


ing cxamined and repteſented to his Holineſs 
Paul the filth , he put him in the number of 
the Bleffed , in the year one thouſand fix hun 
dred and eighteen. And he was canonized for 
2 Safnt by our holy Father AlcXander the ſe- 
genth', in the year one thouſand fr hundred 
hfty nine ,and his memory ordained to be ce- 
lebrated vpon the eighteenth of September, 
This narration of his life is chiefly taken out 
of the Reverend Father Nicafius Baxius ofthe 
Ercmitical Order of Saiat Aupultin, - 


coach-w heels, He made a'ſo miik to come | 
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APLOTITICEPEL ED EOED 
THE LIFE OF S. IANVARIPS, 
kindoty of Naples : anda holy con- 


'Bishop and Martyr. 
0 
e 
4 | felſor ca'ld Sofivs, being in priſon 


in the perſecution of Diocletian , and Maxi- 
mian , and Saint Ianuarius viſiting of him, to 
comfort him , and to encourage him to ſuffcs 
martyrdom , Timothy the Preſident comman- 
ged him to be apprehended, andto be brought 
before him, and endeaueured to peruert him, 
and to draw him by many words, and fals 
reaſons to the adoration of his vain Gods, 
But perceiving that it was loſt time, he cauſed 
an. ouen to be heated for the ſpace of three 
daics-, and Saint Ianuarius to be caſt into it; 
but our Loid fo preſerued him that he came. 
out of the ouen 7 without bavinga threed of 
bis garment ,or. 4 hair of his head findged b 

the fre. The tyrant was yet more — 
ſcing that the flames ſpared him whom he de- 
fired to make an end of : and commandedthe 
Martys to be ſo cruelly tormented , that all 


AINT Ianvarius. was Biſhop ofthe 
city of Beneventum, which is inthe 


- his members were diſjointed. Feſtus Deacon 
-. and Deſiderius Le&or-came to viſit him ; and 


being known to be Chriſtians, were taken, 


and lead with their Biſhop Saint Ianwarius, 


loaded with iron:chains before the coach of 
the Preſident to the city of Puzol. There they 
were all calf into the fame priſon, in which 


- were priſoners , Sofius Deacon of the city of 


Micene , and Proculus Deacon of Puzol, and 
two of the Laity, called Eutyches,and Acuci- 
us: who hadall been condemned to be torn in 
pececes by wild beaſts , and were exſpeing 


- the execution of their ſenteace ofcondemna- 


tion, The day following they were all caſt to 
the beaſts who foxgettiag.their natural ficrce- 
nes, threw themſclucs at the feet of Saint 
Ianuarius andhis companions, as if they had 


| been ſo many tame ſheep, The Prefident attri- 


buting this miracle of our Lord to Sorcery, 
and art Magick , gaue ſenteace againſtthem , 
and commanded them to be beheaded : but 
inſtantly he loſt his fight , and by the praicrs 
of Saint Ianvarius tecouercd it again; and by 
this miracle neer five thouſand perſons were 
conuerte,.The fauor which the wicked Indge 
had rcceiucd, was not ſufficient to aſlwage his 
fury,and to make him acknowledge the pow - 
erful hand of God which wrought in his 
Saints: but ſcing the Conucrfion of ſo many 


people, and fearing the. anger of the Empe- | in the city and kingdom of Napics, a" 


_. Saint Tanvarius , Bishop and Martyr. 


— " 


| 
| 


the holy Martyrs. They led them to 


[. 


rors, he proncunced ſentente of deat 
Oey the place 
of their Martyrdom , and cut off their heads 
T heir bodies were carried to differer, | 
That of Saint laruarius having been $r9 at 
Beneuentuw;and afterwards in the Monzft+; 
called the Mountain ofthe Virgin , was tran; 
ſlated to Naples in the time of Pope Alexan. 
der the fixth , and' placed in the Cathedral! 
Church : where it 15- honored with great de. 
uotion , and reverence by all that city who 
take him for their Patron ; and receiyc Preat 
and continuall fauors by his means, Twomj. 
racles amongſt others our Lord has wrought 
through the merits of Saint Ianuanus, The 
firſt is, that he has delivered the city and kings 
dom of Naples from the burning ofthe mouns 
fain Calicd Deſuins t which is not far from 
Naples , and caſts forth fire ,and fon-etimes 
luch an abundance of fire comes ont fit, 
that one would think it woald conſume and 
burn vp all thoſe countreys: as it happened 
in the time of the Emperor Titus : and in 
which burning Pliny the ſecond died, for that 
he went neerer it then he fhould haye don, 
out of i curioſity to ſee it. Butanother tine 
the fire that came ovt of this mountain was 
fo dreadfull and tertible, that it ſeemed that 
all Europe was to be turned into aſhes : for 
it broke forth ſo often , and with ſuch vio» 
lence , that it reached even vato Conſtantis 
nople, and it ceaſed by the praters of Saint 
lanuarius: and the Grecians inſtituted traſt 
in his honor, and cuery year made twoſolemn 
Proccſhons, giuing thanks to God for having 
deligered them from that danger y and beſee- 
ching him to preſcrue them for the future. 
Vpoa this occaſion the deyotion to S. Tanua- 
rius encreaſed inthe people, who cameto viſit 
his holy Relicks,and founded many Churches 
in divers places in his honor. The oth& mb» 
racle is perpetuall ,and laſtsto this yery day. 
They haue at Naples the ſacred headof Saint 
Hnuarius , and a glaſs-vial apart full of the 
blood of rhe ſame Saint copgealed ,andjoje 
ning it withtHe head ,or putting it beforeit, 
immcdiatcly the blood begins to melt , and 
dilolue,and to become liquid, as if it were 
but newly ſhed: and this miracle Jmy ſe]thauc 
ſeen ſeueral times , {and the whole world's 
witnesof it. The Martyrdom ofSaintlanuarlwy, 
was vpon the nineteenth of September, inthe 
year of our Lord three hundred and five, it 
the raign of the aboue-ſaid Diocletian , ad 
Maximian.His Holineſs Sixtus the fifth in 
firſt year of hisPopedom , which was theyeat 


one thouſand five hundredeighty five, on th 


ſcuen and twentith day of Ianuary : commaty 
ded Saint Ianvarius to be ſerved with afiogl 
office, And afterwards Pope Grego!y the fout- 
teenth, ordained that his feaſt ſhould be kept 
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he ſhoutd be ſerued there with 2Double office, 


fl 
dou 
dom 0 


nd in the reſt of Chriſtendom with 4 $emi- 
ble. Iobn the Deacon wrote the Maityr» 
{ Saint Ianvarius, and of his holy com- 


anions » and Surius recounts it in his fifth 
Tome, and the Martyrologes the Roman,and 


thoſe of Bede, Vſuard, and Ado, as alſo other 


Authors Latin , and Greek , who write the 
lucs of Saints, do make mention of them. 


EEE ap POR DPI 
AI CICTICICE SS 
erprorpooetepeane tenor ann nhengs 4+ 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Euſtachius Martyr. 


A. 


& He life and Martyrdom of Saint 
Evuſtachius , and Theopiſta his | 


his wiſe,and their two children, 
AY Agapius and Theopiſtus , was 


\ \ yritten by Metaphraſtcs atter 


this manner.Saint Euſtachins was gentleman 
and Valiant Soldier; and when he was a Pa» 
gan was called Placidus ; or as others fay ; 
Placidas : and Cardinal Baroniusthinks it pro» 
bable, that it was that Placidus, of whom lo- 
ſephus makes mention in the Iewiſh wat:who 
was Captain of the hotſe , and valiantly fers 
ved Veſpafian and Titus , in the war which 
they made againſt the Jews , in which alſo 
Traian himſelt ſerued , who afterwards was 
Emperor: Placidus had a wite and childyen, 
and although he were 4 ſoldier, anda Pagan, 
yet he was 2 man of 4 good behaviour, and 


morally vertuous , modeſt , courteous, and- 


loued to do 
ting, vſing t 


his ſeruants, and huntsmen, he ſaw 4 ſtag of 


f 


ood. He was delighted in hun» 
at exctCiſc in ſtead of war, One 
Gay as he was hunting , and ſeparated from 


at extraordinary bignes , and purſuing him as 


laſt as he could, with a defire to catch him,was 


caught himſelf, and enlightened by our Lord, 
For the ſtag —_— 

ras ,2 Crucifhx of an immens brightnes, 
and heard a yoice that ſaid to him : Placidus, 
Why doeſ thou perſecute mg? I am Feſus Chriſt 
that died for the lowe of thee , and ng de- 
fires to ſave thee: Placidus inſtantly lighted 
off his horſe ; and proſtrated himſelf vpon the 
ground, affrighted and amazed at the newanes 
ofthe thing , vntill recoucring himſelf, he 
took courage , and like another Saul , asked 
our Lord, what his pleaſure was that he ſhould 


do?And our Lord commanded him that he | 


, be ſaw between bis 


ſhould enter into the city , and go to A Prieſt 


of the Chriſtians , and be baptizcd , together 


vith his wife and his children, and afterwards 
urn to that very place : becauſe there he 
Vould appear to him again , and tell him what 


— 


Saint Euſtachius , Martyr; 


he would hanc bim to do for the future. Pla. 


cidus immediately with great cheerfulnes and - —— 
; diligencedid what God had commanded him, 29- 
He was baptized , and took in Baptiſm the Ss ”* 
name of Euſtachius : and his wife , who before fember, 


was called Trajana, was called Theopiſta,and 
his two ſons, the elder Agapius;and the yonger 
Theopiſtos. This being don Euſtachius retu:< 
ned to the place where our Lord bad appea- 
red to him ;to be inſtrufed what his plealure 
was that hc ſhould do. As he was praying,and 
beſceching our Lord with great affeftion to 
ſhew hialelt to him , and to accompliſh hig. 
promiſe , our Savioiir appeared to. him ng 
praiſing him for what he bad now done; be 
advertiſed him , that the diyel was ro tem; & 
him , and try bi ,like another Iob , that his. 
vertue might be the more plire , and better. 
known : but that he ſhould take courage, for 
he would aidand aſſiſt him, and after he had 
tried him , would make him glorious , bath 
in carth,and in heaucn, And with this the vie 
fon diſappeared ; and Euſtachius went back 
to his houfe- with great joy and courage , ar- 
ming and preparing himſclt againſt the aflauks 
of Sathan , and confiding in God, that he 
would giue him the victory, as he had promis 
ſed bim.And for that Theopiſta was i diſcreet 
woman ,and one that feared God, Euſtachius 
communicated to her what had been revealed 
to him, to forewatn her , anddifpoſe her for 
the miſeries that were to befall thems Withia 
3 few daics tlie houſe of Euſtathius was infc« 
ed with the plague , and it killed all bis ſcr4 
vants both men and women, Another Gi{caſe 
fell vpon their cattcl , litic and preat, and de» 


- ſtroyed them all : and in a ſhort time he bee 
= care.poor , and was depriued of thoſe 


reat 
tiches which before he poſlcfled , and =_— 
to begonteraned in that his aduerlity, by thoſe 
very perſons who had accompanied him, and 
ſerucd himi litle before in his proſperity. He 
thought it was beſt for him tolcaue his coun» 
trey , and to go live in ſome remote place 
where he was not known : and taking his 
wife, and his two ſons ( who were very litle) 
and ſome ſmall matter which was left him of 
his goods, he departcd in the night towards 
Egypt.,where he thought to hue. Following 
his way he came to a hauen, and founc there 
2 fhip ready to putto ſea z he went 4 board 
her, and the maſter of the Veſſel eaſt his eyes 
vpon Theopiſta ( who was very beautifull) 
and captiued with the loue of her , reſolucd to 
take her away from her husband: and did fo, 
without his being able to deliuer her; and to 
pet herout of iis hands, Although our Lord 
deliuercd her, without the knowledge ofEus + 
ſtachius : for the maſter of the ſhip going a- 
bout to offer violence to her, God took away 
his life, and preſerved her cntire by his death, 
and brought her to the cad we ſhall telate 
alte: wards. 


71 


20. 


fad and lawenting , for having loft his wite 


Str- by ſuch violence and force; but remembring 
tember hiwmſelfof the words which our Lord bad ſaid. 


vnto him , and begging of him patience and * 
perſcucrance in his loue , he followed on his - 


way with his two ſons; He came to 3 river, 
which by reaſon ofthe violence of the ſtream 
could not eaſily be waded over: but Euſtachius 
bring of a great courage ; and very ſttong, 
leaving one of bis children ypon the batick 
of the river, he took the other vpon his ſhoul» 
ders; and catried him to the other fide ,and 
fet him' down thete , vntill he. went back to 
fetch his ſecond ſon; 4nd as he was going to 
him, be faw A fierce lion ſnatch him vp ,and 
carry him away with him. This ſad miſchatice 
tranſpicrced with the ſword of griet the heart 
of the loving tather , becauſe he was not able 
to ſuccour his ſon , nor to deliver him out of 
the paws of the Lion : and recommending 
himſelf to God, he reſolved to return to his 
ether ſon', whom he had left on the .other fide 
of the rivet: and going towards him, hefaw 
3 wolfcarty him away ,he, his fad father;being 
not able to relieve or help him, Who will not 
wonder at the judgements of God ? who will 
fot be aſtoniſhed at the waies,which he takes 
to try,crown, and glorify his cle& ? Euſtachius 
having loſt his ſeruants, his riches , and his 
honor, he loft aiſo his wife, and his ehildren : 
bur he did not loſe his fortitude and conſtancy, 
becauſe he was tounded in God, and confided 
in his promiſes and words. Euſtachius ſcing 
his pouerty ,and thatit wasneceffary for him 
to labor with his hands if he would haue bread 
to cat : being come to 4 town called Badiſo, 
he agreed with 2 rich husbandman to till his 
cround, and labor in hisfields : and he did fo 
for the ſpace of fitteen years, with great pati- 
ence and longagimity ,cxſpcfing the time of 
comfort and benignity of our Lord : who al- 
thouph ſometimes he ſeemes to vs to delay, 
yet in the end he never abandons hisſernants, 
and his differring their conſolations , is that 
he tnay double them , and more encreaſe their 
crown , as it happened to Euſtachius, in the 
manner which 1 ſhall here relate, 

- It fel! out that the Emperor Traian had 4 
very dangerous war : arid having been com-- 

anion to Placidus in the war of Veſpaſian 
and Titus againſt the Tews ( as we haue ſaid) 
and knowing his great valor and experience 
in warlike affairs, he reſolued to chooſe him 
tor Captain General of his army , and to com- 
mit to him that ſo difficult enterpriſe: but ha- 
ving vndeiſtood that Euſtachivs for the nit- 
ter unes which were befala him, had abſctited 
himielt with his wife, & children, & appeared 
no more: he ſent his ſcruants and meſſengers 
into ail parts to ſeek him , ont of the great 


defire which he had to finde him, and to giue { 


Saint Euſtachius , Martyr. 


afterwards.Euſtachivs went out of the ſhip | 


[ 


—— 


ut 


þ 


| General 


g 
| 


bim in charge that expedition.Theme}; 
of the Emperor , after they had Pars, tn 20, 


places, atlaſtthey fouud him , but ſo changeg, *® 
and in ſuch a different habit and attire thae 
althoulth he knew them , yet they did _- 
know him: vantill that afterwards by certai 
ſgnsand tokens they ynderſtood that he wad 
the man they fought for; and then with in 
credible joy they fignified vnto him the mind 
and pleaſure of the Emperor , and Cauſing him 
to put off his poor and ruſtical Patments 
they clothed him with the robes which they 
brought him, Euſtachius permitted them lo 
co attire him: for that he ynderſtood that i 
was the work of God, who would ſerve him. 
ſe!f of him in that expedition, and began to 
accompliſh his promiſes , and to giue hin 


| ſome ſerenity and ſolace , aſtter ſo cruel and 


horrid a tempeſt, Trajanmade him his Captain 
and gave him the accuſtomed cn. 
ſigns of that dignity: communicated to him all 
power requiſite to that enterpriſe, confiding 
much that it would hauc geod ſucceſs,by rex 
fon of his great valor and kill, Euſtachios 
commanded &-leuy- of riew men to be made, 
for that thoſe which he had already ſeemed 
not to him to be ſufficient. The war had as 
happy an end as could be defired , the ences 
mies being ronted, deſtroyed and vanquiſhed, 
and their countrey ruined and burned : and 
the army of Euftachins, returning viforious, 
and loaded with ſpoyls. But thatthe fatherly 
prouidence which God hath ouer his ſervants 
might be better vaderſtood, and that nothing 
can reſiſt his will , there happenedaſtrange 
thing, and worthy to be conſidered and pons 
dered with mnch attention. Euſtachius ſtajed 


| with his army in certain Village,and enter- 


tained himſelf there three daies, thathe might 
reſt and refreſh it. Certain Soldiers( at their 
cuſtom is when they hauc nothing todo) bes 
gan to diſcourſe amongſt themſelaes, and to 
paſs the time away, to recount theyr different 
fortunes, and chances which had befalnthem, 
One of them ſaid to the others , that he bad2 
father that was & Captain, rich, and noble, 
and 3 mother of an extraordinary beauty,and 
4 yonger brother pf 4 very amiable counte- 
nance : and that leaving their houſe vpona 
certain oecafion which he knew not, they all 
topether entred into A ſhip, out of which his 
father went very fad and affiited , without 
ever ſcing his mother more ,and that paſſing 
oucra great tiuer, his father toock his yorget 
brother vpon his ſhoulders , and left him on 
| the other fide of the river intending to carry 

him ouer afterwards : and that one ofthe bro- 
thers being on one fide of the riuct , and the 
other on the other ſide; 4 Lion ſnatched Vp 
hio,and 4 wolf his brother at the ſame time 


but by the providence of heaven the wy 


with great curioſity and diligence in divers *5t- 
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4:4 him no hurt. For that hard by tl. ere were | his wife:, and hischildrento be apprehended, 
7 catain ſhepherds, whoſeing him cameto hitn | and to beeaf} tothe lions: who did them res © 26, 
(2+ and delivered him out ofthe jaws ofthe Lion, | uerence proſtrating themſelues at their feet, $ » p: 
«het; and taking compaſſion on him , brought him | and gently lukipg them. But the Emperor tember; 
yp yntill be came to mans eſtate : althoughhe | Adrian was not appeaſed hereby ; but more 
was alwaies in great ſolicitude , becauſe he | enraged , and commanded a great ox to be 
| knew not what was become either of his Bro- | made of braſs, andto be heated, and the holy 
ther , Or of his father , or mother. T he other | Martyrs to be put into it, to the end that they 
onger brother was preſent at this diſcours, | might be roaſted, burned , and conſumed to 
who was alſo 3 ſoldier : and after that by the | aſhes. The bleſſed Martyrss armed with the 
ſtory he ynderſtood, that he was his brother, | (ign of the Croſs, faith, and conſtancy, giving 
he could not contain hiofelf, but full of admi- | thanks to our Lord tor the tauors which he 
ation, and ſhedding many tears of joy, ranto | had hitherto don them , humbly beſecching 
'þic and embraced him , and ſaid vnto him: | him that he would recejue them in Sacrifice, 
My m# dear brother , T am your brother,and | as he;had reccived theblcod ot the firſt Martyf 
at the sheep berds delizered you from the Lion, | Saint Stephen , and of the other holy Martyrs: 
' certain laborers deliuered me from the Wolf, and | and that he would graunt thoſe that ſhould 
wo kept me, and brought me vp. And that the | recommend thewfelnes to their prajers, what- 
T yonder might be the greater ,and yet more | ſocuer they ſhould atk for the good of their 
frange., the diuin providence ordained, that | ſouls: they heard voice from heauen which 
inthe very ſame town where this paſſed, ſhould | ſaid vato them, that God had graunted their 
he Theopiſta, the mother of the two yoog | petition, and that they ſhould for cerrain re- 
men. ſeruing in a poor and low faſhion, and | ceiue their crown. They entred with great 
ſhould' dwell bard by the place , where the | alacrity into the brazen ox made fire-hot, and 
tyo brothers came to know one anotter ,in | were ſhut vp in it three daies: and afterwards 
the manner Wwe now recounted, And vnder- opening of it , they found their bodies dead, 
ſanding that theſe two were her ſonsſhe was | but reſplendent , and as entire , and without 
repived.; a if ſhe had been raiſed from death | any hurt, as if they had been alive , for not 
6lile,and embraced them , and made herſelf | fo much asa hair oftheic heads was wanting: 
known tp.them, and they acknowledged her | and by this miracle many of the Pagans were 
bribes mother, Who defiring toreturn with conucited : and others were altoniſhed 4 and 
he ſons into her countrey, went tothe Cap» | confounded; The Martyrdom of S. Euſtachivs 
tag General Euſtac-ius, and told him who ſhe | wag ypon the twentith of Septeraber , itt the 
yas; 30d beſought him , to graunt her ſome | firſt year of the Empire of Adrian. and in the 
commodity of returning quietly , and ſafcly | year of our Lord one. hundred and twentys 
viththe army into her own countrey.Whilt | The life of Saint Euſtachius was written by 
ſhe as ſpeaking to him , (our Lord fo diſpo* | Metaphraſtes.( as we have ſaid) and the Mar- 
ſng.it) the face of Euſtachius was reſplendent | tycologes, the Rowan, thoſe of Bede,V ſuard, 
ina cextain manner, by which ſhe Knew that | and Ado do make mention of him.Nicepho« 
be. was her hosband. In fine by certain parti- | rus calls bim another lob for his great pati- 
wlar and domeſtjcal matters , which (he re- | ence : and Saint Fohn Damaſcen cites the Ads 
counted. vnto him of her lite paſt, they came | of bis life. And at Rome there 1s afair, and 
to know one another : and praiſed and inhi- | ancient Church of Saint Euſtachivs:, where 
nitely exalted our Lord, who had protettcd | ajms are wont to be given to the poor: and in 
them in ſo many dangers , and delivered her | an old Ritual there is found a praier, in which 
fom-the diſhoneſt violence, of the maſter of | js asked for him that has given an alms, that 
the ſhip; and their children from the wild be» | he may be partaker of the glory ofthe bleſſed 
als; and him fromyſo great miſery and cala- | Martyr Euſtachius , as he bas now imitated 
nity ; and by ſuch a ſtrange way had brought | his example. | 
them together again to the glory of his holy | | 
name, Euſtachius departed thence with his | @papyerrsrtss>y EET. 
amy triumphing , and went to Rome : where | 4$ <$v0v00$$00$00$00 046020230000 
befound Trajan dead and Adrian his ſucceſſor | $F$F3042$#4S4S#$$2$$*$+$0*040-$2$ 


rigning in bis ſtead. Who although he much IELIEILIAELILLELLELLLES 
bonored Euſtachius, and thanked him for the THE LIFE 0FS. MAITHBw, 


pains he had taken in that war , and gave him A _ 

' Breat rewards : yet deſiring to giuc - Gr to Apoſtle and Euangeliſt. wu 
tis fals Gods for the yiftory , and ſeing that te 
Euſtachius would not cnter into the temples | F"IF He glorious Apoſtle and Evangeliſt 
to offer Sacrifice vnto them , and that indeed | Saint Mathew, otherwiſe called Leui, 
be was a Chriſtian : depriving him of the digs | was 4 Galilean , ofthe city of Cana, 
tity which he had ,he commanded him, and | where our Sauiour Iefus Chriſt wrought his 

Tom, 25 p ZZ fult 
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"123 Saint Mathevv Apoſtle, and Euangelil, 


61ſt miracle, converting water into wine. He { which our Lord choſe , and naming Himſelf 
— 


—21, Was a Publican , and a farmer of the taxes | amongſt them, he ſaies : Bartbolomey Thims: 21, _ 
Sxp. and cxations, which the Iews paied the | and <Mathevy the Publican : Conſeſſng ; _ tu 
tember. Ewperors : which was an odious office a-| he had becn ,the more to praiſe andma nh tembndebec p 
: mongſt them , and much abhorred, For that | the grace of our Lord, who called Tn 1 Fu 
people holding themſelues for the ele& people | of 4 publican made him his diſciple and 3 tc 
of God , it ſeemed to them that they were to | preacher to the world, Aﬀter our Saviows ak * gl 
be exempted and freed from the taxcs and cenſfton into heaven , and the Coming of the by 
burdens which were impoſed vpon others:for | Holy Ghoſt vpon that Apoſtolical College pe 
this cauſe, and for the grievances, with which | and happy company , Saint Mathey began t th 
the colleors of thoſe payments , who were | ſow the doftrin of heaven with the ref ofthe Tt 
the Publicans , were wont to vexthe people | Apoſtles in the Provinces of Iudea , andto ci 
In the gathcring of them , they were batctull | ther great harveſts into the grainarys of our pet 
to the people , and held by them as Pagans, | Lord. And the Apoſtics being tobe diſperſed Mz 
excommunicated, and publick finners.One of } throughout the world, and the'countreyst ou 
theſe was Saint Mathew : and according to | be divided amongſt them, in which every one fy 
Simeon Metaphiaſtes , he was the headand | wasto preach, Ethiopia fell tothe lot of Saint flc 
chicf of the publicans that dwelt at_ Caphar» j Mathew , a very remote and hard miſſion; al. dia 
naum.One day as Leui or Mathew was fitting } though by reaſon of the great and feruorous ſhe: 
by the ſca-fide,in the cuſtom-houſe where the | ſpirit which he had, alllabor ſeemed reſt ynto wir, 
tributes were payed,doing his office,our Lord | him, pain delight , and difficultys caſy.Before beg 
mags by ,and caſt the cies of his mercy vpon | this partition and divifion of Provinces he toy 
bim, and enlightening him , and calling him | had written his holy Ghoſpel , about eight Alle, 
intcriourly , with an exterior yoice he ſaid | year (as ſome authors ſay) after the Aſecniion the) 

- vato him, Follow me, and immediately Saint |. of our Lord: he being the firſt ofall the Evan- the, 
Mathew bearing this word , roſe vp.,andlea- | geliſts, who by the inſtin& of heaven wroie4 gicl 
ving histrade, riches, houſe and family ,fol- | Ghoſpel: and he writ it in Hebrew orSyriath, the 
lowed our Lord, and began of 2 publick fin- | which was the common and Uvlgar (0 i] 

| Ker £0 be his diſciple. By this a& our Lord | of the Iews at.thattime, toinſtruRt andion- peoj 
wagiſcſted the bowels of his pitty and mercy, | firmthoſe, who ofthat people hadbdlicyed and red, 
calling 4 Publican to make him his Apoſtle: | receiued the faithof our Lord, And thisGofs vas 
and gaue vsgreat confidencetbat he will not | pel by the reuclation of the fame holy Apoſtel hear! 
x<c& any finner, how wicked ſocuer he may and Evangeliſt , was afterwards foundin the ally 
have been,it he will come ynto him:and when | Tland of Cyprus, with the body of Saint Bar- berl 
he will not come , but will ſhut the doora« | naby Apoſtcl , in the time of the Emperor nal 
gainſt him, he will call him, and if be will | Zeno, and by it God wrought many andgreat ybo 
open to him, he will cater into his heat, and | miracles. Jt is not known who tranſlated the Math 
will pardon him his fins. And together the | Ghoſpel of Saint Mathew out of Hebtew into pag 
holy Ghoſpel propounds vnto vs the readines | Greek. , as ſaics Saint Hierom , whoaffirmes, da 
with which we ought to obcy the voice of | that in his time the fame Ghoſpel in Hebrew tieg 
God, and to bid adicu to all thethings of this | was found in the library of Ceſarea, which - Y ac: 
world,to follow bim , when he calls vs , asdid | Pamphilus Martyr had gathered vp withgreat Hitta 
Saint Mathew, who illuminated by the light induftry and carc : and that the Nazareans delir 
of heaucn , and moued by the vertue ofthat | made vſe of it , and lent it to him to ytiteit picat 
powerfyll word of our Lord, and by the Ma: | out. nee 
zeſty of his diuin countenance , which alone | Saint Mathew entred into Ethiopia, topte- thew 
was ſufticicnt{ as ſaics S, Hierom) to conuert | ach the Ghoſpel : where he cndured great Mato; 
and draw mens hartsto him : immediately bad | labors, wrought many Miracles, conventeda C w; 
farewell to all the delights and vanitiesof the | great number of ſouls , and illuminated wit Relig 
world, to be A true diſciple of our Lord, 4nd } the light of heauen all that countrey by iis urt 
the who before took the goods of others,now | life and dofrrin. Clemens Alczandriow Godir 
left his own: and being inflamed with the loue | ſaics that he did cat herbes, and pulſe , butno 8 was 
of God,and defirous that others ſhould kgow | ficſh. The particulars which happenedtofum Kiled 
him , and be converted to him, he made a | we know notfor certain : NicephorusCal Vigig 
faſt in-his houſe for the ſame our Lord, and | tus relates ſome in his Hiſtory, which bcing Kuan 
' 'for the other Publicans, and figners : to the } not approued by other grauc authors , vc ble a 
cnd that ypan this occaſion , they might be | eſtecm them not iufficient!y grounded, Abdias lin , 
drawn by the ſweetnes of his conuerſation to{ of Babylon, Saint Antoninus, toachim Pcrio- ( 
{erue and loue him. This is that which wefind | nius, and other modern authors, in Wc" ay 
in the Ghoſpel of Saint Mathew , and a!fo an | of Saint Mathcw , recount that which in dic Uger 
example of his profound huwility , out of } I ſball here ſay. Atter that Saint Mathew bad Ven 
which , reckonipg vp the tweluc Apoſtles | preached to tne Hebrews, and Egyprians, he Y (vu, 


wet 


Saint Mathevy Apoſtle, and Evangeliſt. 


o preach in Ethiopia: and entring into 
1 _ Flicd Nadabar o—_ lived the Eu- 
CG auch of the Queen of Candace, whom Saint 
per. philap Deacon baptized , of whom mention is 
made in the A&ts of the Apoſtles , he was en- 
«tained in his houſe, He found here two Ma» 
cians, Called Zarocs and Arphaxad : who 
by their wicked arts did much miſchief to the 
ople, depriving many of them of the vſe of 
their limmes by divers ſortes of infirmities. 
The boly Apoſtle oppoſed himſelf tothe Magi- 
cians, & began to vndeceiue,and comfort the 
oplc , who ſtood in great aw of them. The 
Mapicians by the power ofthe diuel brought 
out of the deſert two terrible dragons to terri- 
fy andcndammage the people : the holy Apo- 
le made the figne of the Croſs, and imme- 
diately they left their ficrcencs , and like meck 
s ſheep teturned back into the deſert. At this 
miracle the people were much amazed , and 
begao to loſe their fear of the Magicians, and 
to gipe credie to the words of the holy Apo» 
flle, And they were much confirmed, be 
law that Saint Mathew had raiſed to life 
the Kingt ſon,called Egippus, which the Ma-» 
giciaos were not able to do. The king , arid 
the Queenzand their children were conuerted 
tothe faith of our Lord ; 3 great parte of the 
xcople,, ol.owing, their example, were bapti- 
x0, and Iphigenia the kings daughter, who 
vas very beautifull and of great prudence, 
hearing ahe Apoltle praiſe the ſtate of Virgi- 
nity, reſolued with his advice , to conſecrate 
herſelf to God : and ſhut her ſelf vp in4 Mo- 
ralery with ewo hundred other damzells , 
yho would needes keep her company. Saint 
Mathew was threc and twenty years int Ethio» 
ps,gaining ſouls to God, building Churches, 
«dJaning Prieſts , conſecrating Biſhops, to 
the great increaſe of aur holy Religion. In this 
lc King Egyppus died, & his brather called 
Hitacus took poſſeſſion of the kingdom: be 
(elued to marry Iphigenia , as well for het 
peat beauty, as alſo to make the kingdom 
wore ſure to him: he made vſe of Saint Ma- 
lie 28 an 1nſtrument to perſwade ber here- 
to: but the holy Apoſtle in 4 Sermon which 
le made, Iphigenia being preſent with her 
Religious, the king alſo with the chief of his 
vourt being there, after he had declared, how 
bodintituted matrimony and how neceſſary 
Lv for the conſeruation of the vaiuers,he 
«rd how. much more excellent the eſtate of 
"$198 was , and the puniſhmeat that that 
*nunt ſhould deſerue, who ſhould dare to 
be away bis Lord and {oucraigns wife from 
, and that Jphigenia' deing eſpouſed to 
Chiiſt, he that ſhould go about to take 
Way from him , ſhould incurr his juſt 
wir and indignation, The King Hirtacus 
V©nraged aboue meaſure hearing his diſ- 
us, and went out of the Church ,threat- 


ning the holy Apoſtle; who weat to ſay Maſs, 


724 


which when he had ended, he was wounded — 


with a lance by the miniſters of Hirtacus, lea» 


2T. 


wy the Alter beſprinckled with his blood, 5*** 
and his dead hody before it. Hirtacus endeas cembe?, 


uored afterwates to perſwade Iphigenia to be 
his wite: but being not able to draw her from 
her holy purpoſe , he commanded fire to be 
put to het Monaſtery : but S. Mathew himſclf 


was ſeen inthe air quenching of itsSod ſtrok & 


the ſacrilegious Hirtacus with ſo painfull 4 
leproſy , that he killed himſelf with his own 
hands. This is that in briefwhich thoſe authors 
write. Saint Ifidore in his Breniary makes 
mention of Saint Mathews raifing to life of 
the Kings fon, That which is ſaid concerning 
Iphigenia can not be doubted of : for that 
ypon this very day the Roman Martyrologe 
makes mention of Saint Iphigenia Virgin ,and 


faics, that ſhe was baptizcd and conſecrated 


to God by Saint Mathew : and from hence 
ſore inferr , that the veyling and conſecra- 
ting of Virgins , had its origen from Saint 
Mathew,and that it is an Apoſtolical Ordi- 
nation; and Hippolytus calls this holy Apoſtle 
Victim and Sacrifice of Uitginity , for that he 
was mattyred to proteft and defend the VYir- 
ginity , which Iphigenia had promiſed, and 
oftcred to God, It is written in the conſtitus 
tions of Saint Clement Pope, that $. Mathew 
wasthe inſtitutor of holy water,atid the praier 


is ſet down; with which the holy Apoſtle 
commanded that it ſhould be bleſt : although 


Saint Alexander Pope and Martyr made 4 des 


cree concetning holy water, and ordained, 


that what the Apoſtles had commanded , 
ſhould be obſerued, as we hauc ſaid in his 
life; Saint Mathew alſo ordained , that the 
faithfull ſhould offer to. our Lord their firſt 
fruits andtythes, for the qaintenance of the 


Officers of the Church ,and the poor ,asthe 


fame Saint Clement recounts in the eighth 
book of his Apoſtolicall Conſtututions,Chap- 
ter the five and thirtith , tranflated out of 
Greek into Latin , and commented ypon by 
the R. Father Door Francis Turrian, a very 
learned man of the Society of Ieſus. The body 
of this holy Apoſtle was kept many years with 
great yeneration and devotion in the city of 
Nadabar , where he died. Afterwards it was 
tranſlated to the city ofSalerno, inthe kings 
dom of Naples: and the Roman Martyrologe 
makes mentions of this Tranſlation vpon the 
fixth of May, although the time when it was 
made is not known. Bur it is gathered out of 
an Epiſtleof Pope Gregoiy the (cucnth, writ- 
ten in the year of our Lord onethouſandand | 
eighty,to Alfan , Biſhop of Salerno, that in 
his time the boly body of the Apoſtle was 


| found in that city. The Roman Martyrologe 


fates , that 4 ſumptuous Cherch was built ia 
his honor : which Leo Hoſticoſhs writes t9 


have 


1% 


Saint Maurice , and his Companions , Martyr, 


eight miles off from the army to I place, which"- 


haue been built by the command of Robert 


m— Prince of Salcimo: and at this day his body 


S £p- 


rember. g 
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22, 
SE p- 
tember, 


is there reuerenced by the Chriſtians with 
teat devotion ,asis due to (o great an Apo- 
{tle , and Evangeliſt, and Martyr ofout Lord, 
The death of Saint Mathew was vpon the one 
and twentith of September ,in the year of our 
Lord fourſcore and ten , Domitian being Em- 
peror, Of Saint Mathew do write Euſebius in 
his Hiſtory, Book the third, ch. 1. Socrates 
Book «. Chap. the 98. Dorotheus in his Sy- 
nopfis:Ifidore in his Bock of the life and death 
of the Saints, chap: 78. and Hippolytus in bis 
Book concerning the twelue Apoſtles ; Me- 
taphbraſtes , Peter Damian in 4 Scrmon of 
Saint Mathew , and the authors that write 
ypon the Ghoſpels , and all the Martyrolo- 


pes. 
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THE LIFE OF S. MAVRICE, 
and of the Thebean Legion Martyrs, 


7 He Martyrdom of Saint Maurice 
PN that brauc and valiant Colonel 

Gr of the Thebean Legion, was 

DYY written by bleſſcd Saint Euche- 

| A rivs,Biſhop of Lyops in France, 
abouc a thouſand years ago, in thismanner. 
Diocletian being come to be Emperor , he 
mace M:ximian his affociate , and ſent him 
into France with Jpowerfull army,to aſlwage 
certain tumults, which Amandus and Elianus 
had raiſed. Ainongſt otbers that he carried 
with him was a legion of fix thouſand Gx 
hund and ſixty fix Soldiers, who were of the 
city of Thebes, and Chriſtians, and had been 
baptized by Zambda, Biſhop of Ieruſalem,and 
confirmed in the faith by Saint Marcelhnus 
Pope , when they palled by Rome. The army 
had paſſed the ſharpnes and ruggednes of the 
Alps , and they now came neerthe fight of 
their enemies. Maximian thought it fitting to 
make i muſter of hismen, and to offer Sacti- 
fice to his Gods, and vpon their Altarsto take 
an oath of fidelity of his ſoldiers, and that they 
would fight couragiouſly. Saint Maurice who 
was Caprtain of that legion , Exuperius who 
was Enligne, and Candidus 4 man of quality, 
and of the Order of Senators, vnderitood the 
reſolution of the Emperor,& were of opinion 
that they were to ſeparate themſelues from the 
reſt ofthe army , that they might not be defi- 
led with that. facrilegious oath , and abomi- 
nable Sacrifice ; and accordingly -they went 


| 


" 


Dy — 


; 


| 


was then called Agaunum 
Saint Maurice. Maximian 


the cauſe of it , he ſent. them an ex95; 

mand to come and joyn Oy 1 1 " 
army , and to do that which the reſt rw 
Soldiers did: All the boly Soldiers Vvnani : 
ly , and with iſtrange courage, aforndy G 
the mouth of their Colonel, Maurice, that ru 
were ready to*obey Maximian in any thin 
which was not againſt God, and to foht for 
him as they had don many other "nn 


being Chriſtians, they could notfacrifce 4,7 
nor acknowledge for Gods thoſe _ 
not fo, Maximian was enraged beyond me. 
ſure at this anſwer, and commanded the The: 


bean legion to be tythed , which was a wili, 


tary puniſhment , by which, to the endthatalt: 


that were faulty might-not dy,they killed ons 
of euery ten, vpon whom the 16tdid fall,The 
holy Soldiers vaderſtanding of this cruel ge. 
cree of the Empetor, they rejoyced at it gif 
it had been to giuethem life ,and4 moſtgle. 
rious crown , and by an exhortation which 
S. Maurice male. them, they were inflanied 
with the louc of our Lord ; and a defire of 
Martyrdom. That rigorous puniſhment was 
executed ypon the valiant Soldiers of leſs 
Chriſt : and Maximian belicuing that thoſe 
that remained, terrified herewith , would be 
more ſupple , and pliant to his will, he com- 
manded them _ to come to thereſt ofthe 

army , and to offer Sacrifice 7 but they remais 
ned conſtant , and would not otey him; all of 
them preparing themſelaes 1o loſe theitlives 
that they might not Joſe Icſus Chiift, and to: 
obey rather the Emperor of heaucii, then of 
carth, To which they were much helped by 4 

ſpeech, which Saint Exuperjus their Enhgne 

made them, faying vnto them : 52w [ce well, 
my bretheren,that I catry the tolours of the Em+ 
peror : bat now J inuite you not tothic temporal 

war ,but to another more ſublime. A great con« 

rage and conſtancy ts -neceſiary that ve no 

pay to God that Which We bane promiſed bim: 

laying down onr armes , let ts dy, that vemy 

obtain the rrowyn prepared for ws. When the 
Emperor ſaw the reſolute mind of thoſe molt 

valiant ſoldiers of our Lord , efteeming it 
obſtinacy and ſtubbornnes, in an, incredidle 


' fury and rage, he commanded the whole aw 


to fall ypon them , and not to leaue one man 


of them aliue, Theſe holy ſoldiers were wel 
able to make refiſtance ,and to fight, and 
their lives dear : but armed with faith, and the 


| ſpirit ofheauen , they would nottake vp their 


armes , but overcome by anew kind of yieto- 
ry , without fighting , and obtain the glorious 


' crown of martyrdom , not by applying theit 


hands, but by offering their ivestothe (word, 


Ando animated continually by their Captait 
Mauritius, 


px but is now called: 12, _ 


vaderſtandi doe. 
the withdrawing of the Thebean h_ . weed ; 


a 
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Saine Linus, Pope, and Martyr. 


Mauritius , without lifting vp 3 {word to de» 
= fend themfelues, all kneeling down , and lit. 


65 ting VP their hands and hartsto heauen,they 


Woh: ceceiued death » and offered themſclues vp in 


cacrifice to leſus Chriſt. Many of the foldicrs 
of the- army ſtripped the holy Martyrs , that 
they might make their profit of their clothes 
and arms , and afterwards fate themſelucs 
down to cat , very well contented for what 
they had done. There came thither 4 Chriſtian 
(oldgjer called Vitor ,not 4: Thebean, but of 
another nation 3 who ſcing ſo many dead bo- 
dies in the field, and not knowing the cauſe, 
he asked jt of-thoſe whom he ſaw ſo jzocund 
and merry. When Vitor vnderſtood what had 
raled, he cried out with 4 ſad and lamenta- 
ble voice: 6 miſerable man that F am , and thy 
was aot:} in 4be company of theſe holy ſoldiers, 
q that } might haue died W.th them ? By thele 
words the other ſoldiers vnderſtanding that 
V.Gor was 4 Chriſtian : they roſe vp againſi 
bip,)a1d hands,on him and cut him in peeces 
an} ſo he delerued the ſame reward with the 
holy Thebean loldiers; whoſe martyrdom was 
the oneand twentith of September in the year 
of our Lord two hundred and ninety ſeuco. 
The bodies of the glorious Martyrs by the ns 
tives of that countrey were caſt into diuers 
pits and caues, which they made to this pur- 
pole, They remained there yntill that in pro®* 
cels of time , our Lord reucaled them to a 
holy Biſhop , called Theodore : who built a 
Church in their honor, and afterwards their 
holy Relicks were diſperſed into diuers pro- 
vinces, and countreys, for the relief and com- 
lott of the faithfull, our Lord working many 
and very.great mitacles by them. Saint Martin 
biſhop of Tours went to viſit that Church, 
andcarried thence 4 viall of the blood of the 
Martyrs ; which he kept as a moſt pretious 
trealure, and carried it alwaies ahout him. The 
Roman Church is wont in battels againſt the 


enemies of the Faith alwaies to inuocate the | 


fauor of God through the interceſſion of Saint 
Maurice, of S. Sebaſtian,and of Saint George, 
' Bis gathered qut of the Roman Order. Of 
Sint Maurice and his holy companions do 
Viite, beſides Saint Eucherius , the Martyro- 
loges ; the Roman , thoſe of Bede , Vuluard, 


and Ado ; and Ado faies, the cauſe why Maxi- | 


aan made. ther be killed, was, tor that they 
vould not be their own exccutioners , and 
Krlecute a1d kill the other Chriſtians, 
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THE LIFE OE SAINT 
Linus ,Pope , and Mar'yi. 


Aint Linus was an Italian by nation, 
and native of the city Volterra , 
Ye Which is in the Province of Tuſca- 


. ny : hisfather was called Herculan, 
2 noble man, and of prime account. Bcing at 
Rome and hearing the Apoſtle Saint Peter 
preach , he followed him , and was one of 
the firſt diſciples which he ha4 there .The-holy 
Apoſtle ſaw.in Linus great proofs of his vers 
tue, learning , and prudence, and made vie of 
bim in preaching , and in the adminiſt;ation 
of the holy Sacraments : and afterwards he 
wade him as it weze his coadhutor , and mi- 
niſter in all the things which he could got 
attend to himſelt : and Linus took heed to 
them all vader the dire&ion and authority of 
Saint Peter , with great care, and prudence. 
After the martyrdom of the glorious Apolile 


725 
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Saint-Peter, Linus ſucceeded him in the Pon= + 


tifical chair , and ſatin jt eleven years, two 
months , and three and twenty daies : and {o 
was the firſt Rope, and Vicar of Chriſt our 
Lord ypon earth, that immediately ſucceeded 
Saint Peter, He gaue holy Ocders twice ; and 
ordaingd fifteen Biſhops, andeighteen Pricſts. 
He commanded that women ſhould not enter 
into.the Church with their heads vacoucred, 
as Saint Peter had commanded, and Saint Paul 
left written. Saint Linus wrots the ſtory of the 
diſpute, which was betwixt Saint Peter , and 
Simon the Magician: but it is not to be found. 
He wrote allo two books concerning the 
martyrdom of Saint Peter and Saint Paul , 
which arc in the ſeuenth tome of the work 
called , Bibliotheca SanfForum Patrum * als 
though Cardinal Baronius thinks they are 
corrupted , and that ſome errors have been 
inſerted into them, and that they baue not 
that purity and verity , which they had whea 
Saint Linus wrote theme The SanRity of this 
olorious Pope was admirable, andilluſtrated 
by many and great miracles, which our Lord 
wrought by him. H: cured many fick , raiſed 
the dead to life , and caſt diucls out of the bo» 
dics they poſleſſed. And having once delivered 
the daughter of Saturninus Conſul from th: 
devit, the vogratetull and wicked father com- 
manded him to be killed for the faith of Chriſt 
our Lord: rendring him cuil for good, anda 
bad turn for 4 good one. His holy body was 
cnterred 1n the Vatican , neer to his tather, 
maſter , and predeceſſor Saint Peter : anv bis 


1} martyrdom was vpon the three ang twenturh. 
Aaaa of 


177 
of September , on which the Holy Church 
celebrates his Feaſt, in the year of our Lord 

6. eighty, Ueſpaſian being Emperor. The Apo- 
ember, ſle Saint Paul makes mention of Saint Linus, 

; and the Martyrologes, the Roman , and thoſe 
of Yſuard and Ado, and the book of the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome , which goes vnder the name 
of Damaſus , and the reſt who write the liucs 


of the Popes 
Rab ooha bh aafop {Tp 


<> DFIL0S0020000S$p00005$00-42>05$<4-v0 
HI0200+4S20S40I#0$42$$4$04-06-*6 


UE IEEE LEE LEI 


THE LIFE OFS. TECLA, 
__ Virgin and Martyr. 


Ie Mongſt other books which Gee 
© lafius Pope in the Roman Coun- 
&& cil declared to be Aprocryphal, 
WJ one wasthe Atts of Saint Tccla, 
< 2 and Saint Paul. And before him 
the great Door of the Church Saint Hierom 
had giuca that. book the ſame cenſure: and 
without doubt thoſe As were feigned , and 
* as Tertallian ſaies, written by 2 Prieſt of Aſia, 
and perhaps added vato, and corrupted by the 
hereticks ,to giue licence to women to preach 
in publick, and to baptize, and to do other 
things which ſuit not with their eſtate. Laying 
alide then thoſe things that are Apocryphal 
and fals, we will write the life and martyrdom 
of S. Tecla gathered out of graue , ancicnt, 
and certain authors. A 
S, 'Tecla was of the city of Iconium,in the 
prouince of Cilicia: ſhe was a very beautiful! 
maid, and her mother bad eſpouſed her to a 
yong man called Tamyrus. At this time the 
Apoſtle Saint Paul came from Antioch to Ico- 
nium : Onefiphorus 4 vertuous man recejued 
him into his houſe : certain people well incli- 
ned and deſirous to be ſaved met together : 
and the Apoſtle preached to them, to the great 
profit of thoſe'that heard him. Amongſt which 
Saiat Tecla was one , who heating the hea» 
uvenly do&rin which Saint Paul taught , and 
the words of life which he ſpoke , and the 
diuin and feruorous ſpirit with which he vtte« 
red them , ſhe was ſo changed, that ſhe made 
her ſelfa Chriſtian , and conſecrated her vir- 
ginity 20 our Lord, renouncing all the ge- 
lights and pleaſures of the fleſh, The mother 
vnderſtanding that her daughter had changed 
her purpoſe and wouldnot marry,ſheſo refer» 
ted it , that after ſhe had aduertiſed Tamyrus, 
the ſpouſe ofthe damze], of what had paſſed, 
ſhe went to the Iudge, and accuſed her daugh- 
ter that ſhe was a Chriſtian, and had caſt of 
her ſpouſe , to whom before ſhe had prowwiſed 
marriage :and the perucisaad crucl mothe! | 


Saint Tecla, Virgin and Martyr, 


counſeled the Judge, to burn her own dauph 
ter aliue, to ſcrue tor an example to *. a 23 
women, T he judge commanded hey to appear 330. 


before him, and hauing vnderſto 
confelon,that the infanmatich of 7 _—_ 
was truc , he cauſed a great fire to be mad 
and commanded Tecla to be caſt into it: = 
the holy Uirgin arming her ſelf with the fon 
of the croſs did not exſpeRt the executionen 
to throw her into the fire, but of herſelf went 
into it with great alacrity, and ſtood in the 
midſt of the flames with an extraotdinary ſk 
curity , and 3 manlike conſtancy, All vpon 
the ſuddenthere aroſe a ſtorm, and there fel 
ſuchan abuudance of rain, that it quenced the 
fre ,and the people ran away, andthe bleſſed 
Virgin , Gods will being 1o, remained fire 
from any dammage either in her body , orin 
her very garments. Aſter this the holy damzcl 
gauc her felt to great pennances , faſtings, 
watchings,and praiect : and was again neared 
aid preſented before the intel oh condem- 
ned her to be caſt to the wild beaſts, tobe 
torn in peeces and deuoured by them, They 
carried her to the Theater ,andall the people 
being preſent, and exclaming and crying out 
againſt her, they let looſe the wild beats : 
but they dared not to touch her, volesit were 
to do her reverence , ard mildly and gently 
to kiſs her feet. Upon another day they calt 
her again to the bears and Lions: but they 
forgetting their natural fierccnes became ta» 
me , amazcd at the glorious Virgin there be. 
fore them : which miracle Saint Ambroſedeſ- 
cribes in theſe words : Saint Tec fljing the 
delights of matrimony, and being condemned fot 
the reſentment of her (pouſe , she altered the na- 
ture of the beaſts , Who changed themſelues in 
admiration of ber Tirzinity. They caſt ber to 
the Wild ball and of great Was ber chaſtity,that 
there an the Theater sbe held doen ber eyes \that 
she might not Je: men , and offered ber bowels to 
the cruel Lion : and wpon this thoſe that cam! 
with laſcinious eyes , returned back vith Chu 
and modeſt eyes. The ſauage beaſt was ſeen tolck 


the feet of the holy Virgin , and to proſuute, 


himſelf before ber, and by 4 filent and ſrll mut- 
twring to giue to wnderſtand , that he bad 1 
over ower the body of the Virgin T be beaſt s 
dored its prey ,and forgetting its own proper une 
ture, clothed it [elf with the natwre Which men 
had pat off , and by 4 ſlrange change vere be 
ſeen,cruel men commanding the beaſt to be 89, 
and the ſauaze beaſt kiſſing the feet of the Virgin, 
teaching men hat they vere 10 40, ing! 
Jo admirable, that exen the Lions alice ot 
rewerence it, Neither could bunger prouet! , 
Lions to prey wpon the holy Virgin , #0 = 
natural fiercenes , nor the cuſtom that the) : 
to tear others in peecer nor the ſun) 0 the peep ; 
nor the means they wſed to anitate andere 
ther ag arnf} the Saint : but adoring the / - | 


(8P 
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112+ and beving that they bore ber reſpe,andfeared 


Beobet.|eaſt any 11498 or be 


Saint Tecla, Virgin and Martyr. 


taught ws piety and chaſtity : then alſo 
4 oe S feet of the Virgin , as asbamed, 


aft rhould ſee that boly body 
whe Hitherto Saint Ambroſe. This miracle 
was got ſufficient , 
knowledge the band of our Lord , who ſo 

rote&ed his beloued ſpoule : but more ſauage 
then the ſauage beaſts themſclues, he com- 
manded her to be caſt into A pit, full of Vi- 
pers,and venemousSerpents. At the time that 
they caſt her in, there came down from abouc 
} clowd of fire, that killed all thoſe poyſonous 
cxeatures , and ſo the holy Uirgin was freed 
fomthat third torment, as ſhe had been freed 
{om the two former,of fire, and wild beaſts. 
They prepared again other beaſts : they tyed 
ter to two wilde bulls, that they might tear 
her in peeccs : and to make them the more 
furious , they caſt at them fiery pointed darts: 
but cur Lo1d fo preſerucd her, that ſhe remai«» 
ned without any hurt. So many miracles ha- 
ving bcen ſecn by the people , andeſpecially 
by a Lady called Tryphena , to whoſe cuſtody 
the Iudge had comwitted Saint Tecla , they 


began to cry out , and ſay , that #be God bor | 


Tels adored as moſt powerfull , and Worthy to 

|e adoredz and the Procon(ul fearing the fury 

oithe people, ſet Saint Tecla free , who rc- 

turned back to the houfe of Tryphena , and 
«vaverted her, and all her family to the faith 
of Chriſt our Saviour : and from thence ſhe 
yentto the city ofScleucia , where ſhe liued 
many years , giving admitable examples of 
fan&ity , enlightening thoſe people with the 
ſplendor of her vertues, ad teaching them the 
way of heauen : aid loaded with years and 
merits , after ſo many combats and vifories 
ſhe went to heauen , to enjoy the crown of a 
Virgin and Martyr. She died vpon the three 
and twentith of September in Seleucia , and 
vpon this day the holy Church celebrates her 
Fealt, | 


OfSaint Tecla do write almoſt all the holy 
ancient Dofors,as Sa:nt Gregory Nazianzen, 
Epiphanius, Ambroſe, Hierom , Chryſoſtom , 
everus Sulpitius, and many others : and it is 
vondertull what praiſes they give to this glo« 
nous Virgin , and bleſſed Martyr, for having 
becnthe firſt woman, that was tormented for 
Chriſt our Lordzand as it were the Captain 
and puid of the reſt. They call her the eldeſt 
Gughter of Saint Paul : and the ſandity of 
Kint Tecla was ſo known and eſteemed, that 
to praiſe A woman, and toſay that her yertue 


, Was great and very excellent , they would 


ſay that ſhe was Þ Saint Tecla. And ſoSaint 
Hicrom gives this name to Mclana : and S, 
Ctcgory Nyſlen to his fiſter Saint Mactina: 
dd Saint Gregory Nazianzen went to Seley- 
Ua,to viſit the Sepulcher of Saint Tecla : anc 
%u divers parts the people flocked thithe: 


to make the tyrant ac- 


—— 


 — 


for the ſame cauſe , and for the many and 
great miracles, which our Lord continually 


wrought by herat her'tidly Sepulcher./And $ « p- 
not only ih that place, but alſo in another, tember. 


where they (ay the Saint was hidden for 4time, 
within 4 certain rock ( which ſoftened , and 
received into it ſelf the body of the holy Vir- 
gin) our Lord wrought many and great mi- 
racles, not only in fauot of the faithfull,that 
recurred thither , but alſo of the Infidels: Be- 
lides, it is a thing very vſual ingteat afflii- * 
ons , to beſcech our Lotd to deliver vs from 
them , as he-'delivered Saint Tecla from bet 
torments : and ſorhe Martyrs in the greateſt 
violence of their torments prayed to God, 
that he wouid deliver them from them , as he 
delivered Saint Teclafrom the fire, the Thea» 
ter, the ſavage beaſts, and bylls, and the reſt 
of her torments;Ands. Cyprian in theptaicr 
which he made to God vpon the day of his 
Martyrdom, ſaies? Aſiſt me , 6 Lord , and be 
with me, as thox Waſt With Saint Paul in bis 
chains , and with Saint Tea in the fire, And 
the whole Church in the praiers which ſhe 
makes to our Lotd , in recommendation of 
the ſoul of one that is agonizing ; blceches 
him todeliuer the dying party, as hedelitiered 
Saint Tccla from her moſt eruell torments. 
Whence we ſec the great merits of this bleſ- 
ſed Virgin andMartyr and the deuction which 
we ought to haue to her/The Emperor Zens 


| built a ately Church in honor of S. Teela, 


fot hauing recoueted the-Empire through het 
fauor. And the Emperor Juſtinian buile ano- 
ther not leſs magnificent in her honor : and . 
throughout all the Eaſt and Weſt;her memory 
has been very famous, Her holy body is inthe 
city of Tarragona , inthe principality of Ca« 
talania : and ſhe is Patroneſs of that Metro- 
politan Church. Vpon a time when the King 
of Arragon , Peter the fourth of that name: 
(pretending that the lands and vaſlals belon- 
gingto the Church of Saint Tecla, appertai- 
ned to himin fee) did them much dammage, 
and went about then to reduce them to, his 
ſeruice by force ot arms , the conſtant fame is, 
that S, Tecla gaue theking & cuff onthe car, 
of which he fell ſick and died: and acknowled- 
ging his fault, anSthat it was Gods chaſtiſe- 
ment , he commanded reſtitution to be made 
of what he had taken from the Church, and 
the dammages which he had don it to be re- 
paired. The Martyrologes do write of Saint 
Tecla, and eſpecially that of Ado; and Cars 
dinal Baronins very learnedly in his Anno- 
tations vpon the Martyrcologe, andin the firſt 
tome of his Annals, 
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Saint Cyprian,and' Saint Tuſtina, Martyrs, 
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by his powerlull, and ſupernatural arts, angþe 
would liberally reward him , and remain hig 


THE WES OF THE SAINTS | perpetuall ſlave, Cyprian vndettook to over. 
24 L | >” | come Iuſtina, and to render her plant to A. 
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Cyprian, and Inſtina, Martyrs. 


gladius his will. He called the diuels : com. 
manded them what they were to do : the 
went to the Saint three ſeveral times: aſſaulted 


af £4; HE waics which God our Lord | her,cncountered with her, transformed them. | 
AY : > takes to- ſaue ſouls , are many | ſclues into a thoufand ſhapes and figures, and t1 
SY Ea and wonderfull : for: gut of our | after they had vſed all their arts and deceit te 
(> - Y- .evils he drawes good , and of | againſt her, they remained confounded ,and d 
B22 LS poyſon: he makes treacle, and. | conquered. For the holy Virgin, aided by her al 
of death life. The truth of this is ſeen in the | dear ſpouſe Jeſus Chriit , and armed with th 
;hite- and Martyrdom of Saint Cyprian : who | praier and faſting , and eſpecially with the al 
:bcing 4 Magician anda Necromancer, ſetting | ſign of the holy Croſs, triumphed ploric uſly ſo 
ſnares by the means of the diuel , and-the mi- | cuerthem: Cyprian was aſtoniſhed to ſee that pr 
niſters of hell, to make the glorious Uirgin | his arts bad fo litle force ; and that the very of 
Saint Iuſtina fall into fin , was taken and en- | divels themſelues conteſled their weaknes,and at 
41apped himſclf, and conuerted vato Chriſt, | that they were not able to prevail acain(tluf- Ch 
and aſterwards was together with her a Mars | tina , becauſe ſhe was-a Chriſtian , and was mo 
'tyr of our Lord, The Martyrdom of thele | armed with the vertus and power of Chiift ot 
Saints Cyprian ; and Iuſtina ©; was aſter this | Crucified. By this Cyprian vnderſtood, that pro 
'raanner. Saint laſtina was of the city of An- | Iefus Chriſt our Sauiour was God , andmore doc 
tioch, Her father was called Duſius : or ( as | powerfull then all the diucls , whom he {o 
Mctaphraſtes faies ) Edeſtus ; and her mother | much reuctenced : and the light of heauen FX 
Cicdonia : who were both Pagans, as was | entring into his heart, he reſolued to make "wy 
alſotheirdaughterLaſtina: but by the dotrin | himſelt a Chriſtian, He went to. Anthymug! $#4 
of-a holy Deacon, called Praylus, or Proclius, | Biſhop , and diſconeced to him that which FT 
ſhe was conuerted to the faith of our Lord: | had paſſed :; and'in fine burning his magick 
and by her means; and by A reuclation that | books, and renouncing the diuel and bis bad TE 
| they had, her parents [alſo were conuer- | arts, he was baptized , and afterwards ordai- 
cd, and baptjzgd. Iuſtina was: very beau- | ned Deacon , and was very famous for his 


tifull , and had very great-natural gifts : but 
was much more - beautifull for her vertues, 
for which her ſoul was gracious in the eyes 
ct. our Lord, whom ſhe took for her ſpouſe 
and conſecrated her virginity vato. The 
d:;uel cnuied*the ſanity of Iuſtina, and en» 
deauored to.throw her down, and to make 
her fall from that perfection in which ſhe was, 


oreat ſanity, and for many miracles, which 
our Lord wrought by him. And becauſe God 
had don him fo great fauors by means of the 
holy Virgin Iuſtina , he was al waies vety f0- 
licitous to help her , and to promote ber holy 
defires,, ſhe being Abbels , and mother ofa 
Monaſtery of Virgins , who with great purity 
ſerued our Lord. Theſe Saints flouriſhing in 


To. which cad he 1nciteda ich andlaſciuious | the manner we haue related , i certain Count lik, 
yong man ,called Agladius, who caſting his | called Eutolomy, commanded them to be aps to bij 
cycs vpon Iuſtina became enamoured ot her, | prehended, and Cyprian to be tormented by them 
ang by all the waies,whichblingloue is wont | hawing his ſides torn with claws of lice :and ſtudy 
to take, he endeauored&o draw her to his | luſtina after many buffetsto be whipped with Phpla 
will, No means were ſufficicnt to overcome | raw Sinews. Afterwards they carried awaſ peopl 
the purpoſe of the holy Vugin, for ſhe was | Cyprian to priſon , and Iuſtina to the houle Civin 
founded vpon a firm rock ,and did not fear | of an honorable matron.Some few daies after not 6 
the inundations of rivers, nor the impetuoſity | they w ere brought before the cruel [udge » Gid thy 
aad fury of winds and ſtones, Apgladius per- | who ſeing their conſtancy and perſeucrance nity, 
ceiving that all his endeauors were in vain, | in the faith , commanded them to be calt 10 Vertye 
#or his laſt remedy he had recours to the diuels | a great Caldron, full ot boyling plech,talor, cauſe t 
to incite, her that he' might by their means | and refin, The holy Martyrs wenr 1ntot to 
ovtain, what he could not compaſs by himſelt. | Caldron, and came our of it again _ Gule | 
Jn the ſame city of Antioch there was 4 great | any hurt, by the veitve ofthat Lord, w! 4 lowed 
Magician and Necromancer, called Cyprian: | all creatures do obey : and 4 Pagan = , food « 
to this man Agladids diſcoucred his pretenſi- | called Athanaſius , was burnt by that uſes thers, 


ons Concerning lultina : the meaiis Witich he 


which had ſpared the Saints, From hover on 


The Saints Coſmas, and Damian, Martyrs. 


were carried to Nicomedia: and aſter they had 
16. ſuffered other torments with great courage 
$:?- and joy , they were beheaded, and their bo- 
Jies let ſix daies without burial ,to the end 


730 
parts. There was at that time in the city of 
Egeaa Proconſul called Lyſias, 4 moſt crael 27 
wan , anda deadly encmy of the'Chriſtians! $& « pg 
who hearing ofthe two brothers ,he commans tembers 
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that they might be caten vp by wild beaſts : 
but they remained entire , God keeping them, 
Certain Chriſtians in the night took their 
bodies , and put them in a ſhip , and tarried 
them to Rome , where they were firſt buried 
1 the farm of 4 noble matron, and afterwards 
canſlated to the Church of Saint Iohn Late» 
ran, where they ate at preſent , cloſe by the 
Font, The Church celebrates the Feaſt of theſe 
two Saints vpon the fix and twentith of Sep- 
tember, which was the day of their martyr- 
dom,in the raign of Diocletian and Maximi- 
an, The Martyrologes do writc oftheſe Saints, 
the Roman , thoſe of Bede, Vſuard, and Ado, 
and alſo Metaphraſtes. It is to be noted , that 
ſme Greek authors confound this Saint Cy- 

rian , with Saint Cyprian who was Biſhop 
of Carthage , a moſt regowned Martyr ,and 
z molt eloquent writer , whole Feaſt the 
Church celebrates vpon the ſixteenth of this 
month of September : but they were two,and 
not one , and different in countrey , degree, 
proſeſſhoa , time , and place of their martyr- 


dom, 


dh 2370404 IS I04 IH SIE SI SSI SS S000 0$ 
d30904SISISOSIDOISIDSS$IS$<40D00000S0 


INES DDE POL 


THE LIFE OF S. COSMAS, 
and Damian brothers , and Martyrs, 


#z He holy Martyrs Coſmas, and 
PMNS Damian, were brothers and na- 
& tiucs of Egea ,d City in Arabia, 
and came of Chriſtian parents, 
&7 They loſt their father when 
they were children : their mother, who was 
called Theodora, and was 3 woman ofa good 
lie, and a faithfull ſeruant of God , took care 
tobring them vp in his holy fear. They gaue 
tiemſelues to learning and eſpecially to the 
ſtudy of Phyfick , and became very excellent 
Plylitians: and cured and healed many fick 
people that ſeemed incurable , rather by the 
livin power , thea by human art. T hey did 
n0t fix their eyes vpon temporal intereſt, nor 
idthey cure people for woney , but for cha- 
nity, and the pure loue of God , by whoſe 
renyethey wrought their cures: and forthis 
aule they were cail:d in Greek Anargyrij,that 
8 to ſay, thoſe that were without money, be- 
auſe they took none: and fo they were be- 
loued and reſpected by all the, people; for the 
Pond offices they received from the holy. bro- 
ters, and their fameſpreadit (elf througheli 
Tom. 2, 


ded them to be brought before him, and as- 
ked them of what countrey they were , and 
their names, They anſwered that they were 
of the countrey of Arabia, and born in the 
city of Egea, and their names were Coſmas 
and Damian : and that they had three other 
brothers , whoſe names were Anthymus, Les 
ontius, and Euprepius ,and that they were all 
Chriſtians, Jaunediately they apprehended 
the other brothers, and the Procunſul endca» 
uored by all the art that he could vic, to per- 
{wade them to facritice to his Gods : but pers 
celuing thatit was loſt time , he commanded 
them to be bound hands and feet ; and to be 
rudely whipped, and otherwiſe to be cruelly 
and paintully tormented ; and then as they 
were lo bound , to be caſt into the ſea. Ours 
Lord ſent an Angel to preſerue them , who 
vnticd them, and ſet them on ſhore; Lylias 
vnderſtood this , but attributing it not to the 
power of Icſus Chriſt (whom fea and earth 
obey)but to art Magick, be commanded them 
to be putin priſon , and the next day eauſeda 
great fire to be made, and them to be caſt into 

it. The Saints were ia the midle of the flames 

without being burnt , -prayiog to God , and 
praiſing him for the merey he ſhewed towards 
them. All oathe ſudden the flames came forth 
of the fire , and burned many of the, Pagans 
that were preſent. The Proconſul aſtoniſhed 
hereat , but not conuerted commanded theny 
to be put vpon the rack equalens , and their 

holy members to be diſjointed : but the An-+ 


gelof our Lord protected them, and they came 


out of that torment in great peace and-3oys 
Lyſias was-confounded;;-but yet vaderttogd 
not the power of God,andthe force and ver- 
tue of the Chriſtian Religion:but full of wrath 
and fury , commanded them to be tyed to two 
croſſes, and there ta be ſtoned. But what, can 
the ſtrength of man do againſtthe'arm of God? - 
They threw ſtones at theo, but none of them 
hitthe Martyrs, and many of them fell vpon 
thoſe that threw them , and vpon thoſe that 
looked on, and they wentaway with brokeg 
heads. The Prefident affirming that all this 
was wichcraft , commandedthem to e 
with arrows, but the (bafts returned back tq 
thoſe that ſhot them , and. not one hit the 
bodies of the Saints. The Iudge hereupon pro- 
nounced ſentence of death againſt them , and 
that they ſhould be beheaded ; and. in this 
manner the two holy brothers Martyrs gloti- 
ouſly ended their lives, and with them. their 
three other, brothers; and their bodies wers 
buricd by deyout perfons without the,city of 
Egea, The Church celebrates their ,Martyr- 
dom vpon the ſeuery and twentith of Sceptemy 
Bbbb © ber, 


73! 


' ber, andit was in the year of our Lord two | 
27 


SEp- 


tember. Saint Damian, were afterwards carticd to Ro- | 


The Saints Coſmas, and Damian , Martyrs, 


hundred and eighty five , Diocletian being 
Emperor. The bodics of Saint Coſmas , and 


me, and were placedin 4 fair Church, which 
Saint Felix Pope, great grandfather to Saint 
Gregory the Great, built in their honor,whe- 
re they are at this day reucrenced with great 
deuotion:and as Saint Gregory of Tours laies, 
God our Lotd wrought many and great mi- 
racles by them , and the ſick that came to 
viſit their ſepulcher , returned back well and 
in health : otherwhiles the Saints appeared to 
infirm perſons in their ſleep ; and told them 
What they were to do , and by doing of it, 
they wete cured. Amongſt other fick perſons, 
that obtained health by the praiers of theſe 
Saints, the Emperor Iuſtinian was one,whoin 
memory of the benefit and health he had rc» 
cciucd , builtrwo magnificent and ſumptuous 
Charches in their honor. The Chriſtians 
were wont to go in pilgrimage tothe Church 
of Saint Coſmas, and Saint Damian , which 
was in Palcſtin. Nicetas writ the life of theſe 
Saints, and it is related by Mctaphraſtes , and 
by Surius in his filth Tomc.The Martyroto- 
ges mzke mention ofthem, the Roman, thoſe 
of Bede, and Vſuard, and more copiouſly that 
of Ado: and Cardinal Baronius in his anno« 
tations vpon the Matrtyrologe, and in the ſe- 
cond Tome of his Annals. And the ſecond 
Nicene Council recounts certain miracles, 
Which our Lord wrovght throvgh the inter. 
terceſſion of theſe Saints, giuing health mira» 
culouſly to the ſick who recommended them- 
ſchaes vnto them, 


DEAE EORNRDIRE REES 


E990 072204000 9vv0ve rep eyreves 
RY A LS Gn LR OR 
DIES EIS0CPS ALA EA AAL EAST AL. 


mn: THE FEAST OF THE DEDICA. 


29. 
SE P- 


tember, 


tion of Saint Michael Archangel. 


He Feaſt of the Dedication of the glo- 

-  rious Archangel , and Prince of the 
Church S:Michac],which the Church 
cel<brates vpon the nine and twentith of Sep. 
tember , has two-parts. The firſt is , to giue 
thanks to God our Lord for the fauor be did 
his-Chutch in giving her Saint Michael for 
her Patron and defender , and for hauing ma» 
niſeſte; that he would have vs honor and 
rcnerencc him , in that Apparition which was 
made ypon Mount —_— : of which we 
have written vpon- its day , which was the 


eighth of May : and for having commanded, 
thatip the ſameplace a Church ſhould be built 


in honor of Saint Michael , tO theend thy 


the ſaithfull viſiting it ; Wight receive by his 2" 7, 


| benefits from $4 3. 
as vpon this day that *mbe 


means,many and incomparable 
our Lord : and becauſe 
Church was dedicated, our holy Mother does 
to day celebrate the Feaſt of Saint Michael 
The ſecond part of this Feaſt , which it the 
Chicfeſt\, is jointly to celebrate the tnemory 
of all the holy Angels and to reverence and 
honor them, and to giue thanks to Our Lord 
for having created them of thar excellenc 
for his own glory , and our profit : and to he. 
ſeech the ſame Angels , to ayd , prote& nd 
defend vs in this our pilgrimage, acknowled. 
ging the much that we ow vato them , fot 
the perfe&tion and dignity of their nature,and 
for the good which they continually do vs; 
Certain more dull Philoſophers ( as Atiftotle 
ſaics) and amongſt the Jews the Sadduceans, 
belicucd nothing but what they petceiued by 
their ſenſes : and ſo ſaid that there wereno 
Angels. And in our time there have not wan: 
ted Hereticks , who have held this ery ertor: 
which is ſo groſs, that een the more vader: 
itanding and wiſe Philoſophers , as Plato, 
Ariſtotle, Triſmegiſtus, and others, have held 
it for ſuch.But the Catholick faith teachesvg: 
that there are Angels , and that God created 
them, and vſeth them as his winiſters, in hea- 
uen , and vpon earth. The holy Scriptures are 
full of this truth ; which becauſe itis ſockar, 


| and vndonbted , we will nothere goaboutto 


ay 


prouc it. Andit was very contienient,thatGod 
creating in this theatep of the wortdſuch3va- 
ricty of corporeal creatures , he ſhould allo 
create in the heauens , an immaterial, incor- 
poreal, inuifible, and incorruptible creature, 
ſuch as is an Angel : who bcing in regard of 
his eflſence or ſubſtance more noble, andmore 
perte& then a}l the other creatures , he docs 
more perfe&ly repreſent vnto vs thagoodnes, 
and omnipotency of God who created him. 

We ovght to honor and ſerue the Angels 
for two reaſons eſpecially. Firſt for their great 
excellencys : and ſecondly for the benehis 
which we continnally reccive by their means 
from the hand of our Lord:of theſe twopatti- 
culars we ſhall here briefly treat , to the cod 
we way declare the cauſe ofthe Inſtitution of 
this feaſt ;and what we ow to thoſe glorious 
ſpirits, and may endeavor to pay it thew, 
ſcrue them. 

Although it be truc, that aman and an - 
gel be both creatures of God ,andihe wal 
of the ſame ſoucrain artificer : and that x 
are created according to the image of Gov; 
and by reaſon of their memory , veer 
ding ,and will, arc capable of his grace, 
of the participation of his glory and blciles 
nes: and that fot theſe and other res 
man may be ſaid to be cqua] to an Angers 


that confide ring the Hyp oltatical _ 
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word with human nature : and that 
d is ſeated at the right hand of the 
her , & that alſo his bleſſed mother, 


eternal 


ob. our Lady the Virgin Mary , 1s elevated and 


exalted aboue all the Quires of Angels, we 
may truly fay,that in this regard human nature 
ſurpaſles the Angels : yet conſidering more 
«xa8ly the nature ofan Angel, and of a man, 
there isno doubt but that the Angel has very 
preat preeMINcncys 7 which man ought to 
:knowledge and reuerence,and to praiſe our 
Lord for , who gaue him them, For as lead 
be it neucr ſo fine, can not come to the per- 
etion of filucr , nor filuerto that of gold, fo 
ibody , how noble and excellent ſocuer it is 
can neuer come to the excellency of 2 ſpirit : 
nor the ſoul of man to the dignity of the leaſt 
Angel in heauen , conſidering the nature of 
each one. And for this cauſe our Lord ſaid, as 
ſome Doors interpret it, that amongſt the 
hora of women none was greater then Saint 
John Baptiſi:but that the leaſtin the Kingdom 
of heauen was greater then he. For (to fay 
ſomthing ofthe exceſlencys of the Angels) if 
ye conhder their beginning ; we ſhall find 
that our Lord created them ; either before all 
the other creatures ( as many Doors are of 
opinion) or at leaſt (which is more probable) 
together with the firſt of all: If we confider 
their life and duration, they are incortuptible, 
and immortal. If the manner and condition 
of theit oature, they haue no body , nor are 
they ſubic& to the neceſſity of death, nor to 
cald and heat; bunger and thirſt; wearines and 
kcknes ,\nor to the other miſerys ot i body, 
Then if we caſt our cyes ypon the agility and 
nimblenes with which they work , there is no 
ſwitnes vpoh carth, no nor cuen in the very 
celeſtial bodies them([clucs , that may be com- 
pared with that of the Angels. But what ſhall 
Lay of the capacity andexcellency ofthe vn- 

ding of the Angels , who vnderſtand 
perpetually and without difcours, and from 
theyery firſt moment of their creation, hauc a 
pe and complete knowledge of all things 
at can naturally be known ? what of the 
conſtancy and firmnes of their will, by reaſon 


wicteof they moſt intenſely will what they 


vill, and never forgoc that which they have 
ce tnade Choice of ? what of the tenaciouſ- 
tes of their memory , which never forgets 
lat which they once Knew ? what of their 
power , which is ſo great , that once Angel 
done killed in one night a hundred and eighty 
fue thouſand men ot the Army of the Allyri- 
as? And which is more , an Angel without 
Uy labor , and with wonderfull facility mo- 
is the firſt heaven , in compariſon whereof 
il this machia of the earth, and water ,is but 

Poynt, and has for ſo many thouſand years 


J *xcdit, which is continually in ſuch an v- 


tn and orderly motion ? And who can 


| 


| 


Saint Michael, Archangel. 731 


worthily declare the number of theſe ſoldiers 

aud bleſſed miniſters of our Lord? Danicl ſpea- —— 
king of the multitude of the Angels , faies: 29. 
Dan. 7. Thouſands of thouſands miniſiredunto 5 = ?* 
God , and ten bunted thouſand ſtood bejore ember, 
bim, And Saint Denys the Arcopagite faics , 

that the number of the Angelsexczcds, and is 
greater, then the number of all corporeal and 
material things. For God out Lord in this molt 
beautifull and admirable machin of the vni- 

vers pretending principally the perfetion of 

it , and bis power being not limited, butink- 

nite , and immens , he has created things in 

ſo mech greatcr plenty and abundance , by 

how much they are more perfc& in themſel- 

ues. And ſo we ce , that all the low and fa- 

ding things, which are vnder the mooa , arc 

as it were A point in compariſon of the hea+ 
uens; which are more perfe@ and noble bo« 

dies. And inthe heauens themlelues,the bighes 

and ſuperior much exceed the inferior : and 

the higheſt of all excceds all the reſt. And for 

this cauſe ſome ſtarrs of the firmament, which 

to our ſight ſeem fo litle, are much greater 

then all this globe compoſed of all the interior 
things. The ſame proportion is allo in ſpui- 

tuall things , and in thoſe ſupreme ſpirits, in 
reſpect of corporeal things: wh:ch they exceed 

not in continucd quantity , but in number 

and diſcrete quantity. And it ſecmes to be ſo: 

for if cucry man , from our firſt father Adam, 


| ynto the laſt man that ſhall be in the world 


(excepting Chriſt our Lord , who tor that he 
was God , and as man comprehenſor , and 
Lord and king of all the Angels, bad nonecd 
of an Angel to guard him ) has his «Angel- 
guardian deputed him for his defence , as our 
mother the holy Church teaches vs : and in 
this there is no exception of good or bad, nor 


| of belicucr or Infidel { for weall asmen do 
| participate of this benefit ) we mult needes 


confeſs , that there are more «Angels of this 
laſt Quite alone ( out of which are deputed 
thoſe that guard men) then there have been 
and ſhall be men to the cnd of the world. 
What is then the number of the other Quires: 


| ſeing that by the reaſon aboue ſaid, the num- 
| ber of themisby ſo much the greater , by how 


much their order is higher , and their perfc- 
Aion greater ? And for this fome do fay , that 
it is cafier to count the ſtars of the heauens, 
and the drops of water in the ſca, and the 
piles of graſs of the carth , and the moars of 
the ſun , then to comprehend the innumera- 
ble multitude ofthe Angels, which although 
to our Lord it be finite and limited., to vs it 


| ſeemes infinite. 4nd for this cauſe Job faid : 


Numquid eft aumerus militum cjius. Isitpoſſi- 


ble to count the namber of his ſoldiers? 
' Which declares vnto vs the glory and fouerain 


Majeſty of that Lord who creatcd them , and 
is ſerued by thera as by his ſetuants __ 
icIS, 
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S EP- 


diers, Seing it is 4 great honor to a kingto. 
haue many Nobles , and powerfull miniſters, 
and 4 fplendid family of ſeruants, who fol. 


tember.. bim,and ſerge him.Wberefore the Holy Ghoſt 


ſaies : Pro. 14. The dignity and Maiceſty of 4 
king is known by the multitude of bis people : 
and to baue & few jubiefs is @ dilgrace to 4 
Prince. But itis 4 marucliousthing, that the 
Angels being (o, yet , according to the opis 
nion ofSaintThomas, there is nct one of them, 
that is not ſpecifically diftcrent from all the 
re{t. In ſuch forte that as it would be 4 moſt 
beautifull and wonderfull thing , if in a field 
or 3 medow , full of infinite flowers, there 


. ſhould not be amongſt them all, two that 


were of the ſame kind , but that every lower 
ſhould be of a kind proper toitlelt, and diffe- 
rent from all the reſt : ſo ( according to this 
opinion) in the moſt large and ſpatious field 
ot heauen, where tkere are innumerable An- 
oels, which as ſo many moſt beautifull and 
tragrant flowersdo bedeck and clothe it,there 
are not two of them of the ſame kind, And 
from hence we may gather , how great the 
excellency and perfeftion of the higheſt An- 
gel wuſt needs be, ſcing the perfe&ion of the 
loweſt and leaſt of then all is fo great. Alſo 
we are to conhider, that although (as we haye 
ſaid) there be an innumerable multitude of 
Angels , they are notwithſtanding without 
diſorder and confuſion, and with admirable 
conſort and order diſtinguiſhed into three 
Hierarchies, higheſt, midle, and loweſt; and 
euery Hicrarchy is divided into three Quires 
or Ocders ; as we gather out out of ſacred 
writ, and the do&rin of the holy Doors, 
And ſo there are nine Quiresof Angels, diui- 
ded into thiee Hierarchies, after this manner. 
In the higheſt ( which is that which recieues 
immediatcly the diuin irradiations and illu- 


| ftrations) there are three Orders , Seraphins, 


Cherubins;, and Thrones, The Seraphins, ex+ 
ceed allthe reſt in feruor of Charity : andthe 
Cherubins in plenitude of knowledge ; the 
Thrones in ſecing in God , and with greater 
perfe&ion the reaſon of his diuin works, In 
the ſecond Hierarchy are three Quires, Do- 
minations , Vertues, and Powers, In the third 
Principalitys, Archangels, and Angels : for al- 
though this name be common to all thoſe 
bleiied Spirits, yet it is eſpecially attributed 
to the loweſt Quire of all the nine. For Angel 
properly ignites 4 Meſſenger and itis not 3 
name which ſignifies the nature of a thing, but 
its office : and becauſe the office of the interior 
ſpirits of this Q1ire is to announce and to be 
ambaſladors ot the will of God , they are for 
this reaſon called Angels , taking for their 

roper name , that which is common tothem 
all. The tcuth is thatthe Apoſtle Saint Paul , 
Heb. 1. faies, that all the ſouerain Spirits are 


miniſters of our Lord , ſeat for the good of 


Saint Michael, Archangel, 


; 


thoſe that are to inherit ſaluation and etern] 

happines: which words of the Apoſtle, Sain: Fy 
Denys his diſciple ,and Saint Giegory , and $ Ty 
Damaſcen , and Saint Thomas interpret fo. be 


that he vnderſtands , that the Quires of the 
firſt Hierarchy are not ſent to men, but t 
Angels ofthe ſecond Hieracchy : and thoſe of 
the ſecond to thoſe of the third: Buts, Gte- 
gory Nazianzen, and Saint Cyril, Saint Chry. 
ſoſtom,Saint Auguſtin, and many Eccleliaſh. 
call DoRtors are of opinion, that although ir 
be true, that commonly the ſupetior Angels 
are not ſent about the affairsof men (becauſe 
this is proper to the Angels of the loyeſt 
Hierarchy ) yet ſometimes they do come for 
our good ypon cettain very importatitocca« 
ions ; ſeing that they want neuher humility, 
nor charity : nor ought they to diſdainto do 
ſo ,ſeing that the ſon of God , and their king 
has humbled himſclf, and made himſelt man 
tor vs. And ſuch they fay were , the Seraphin 
that purified the lips of Eſay, and the Che- 
rubins that were ſent to Ezechiel , and Saint 
Raphael , who was ſcnt'to Tobias : and much 
more the Archangel Gabricl ; whocame Ems 


| baſſador from the eternal Fathet, to the Virgin 


Mary our Lady : and Saint Michael , who as 
Prince of the Church , bas been many times 
ſent vnto it , for its prote&ion and defence, 
The ſecond Hierarchy is illuminated & does 
illuminate : is purifyed, & does putily ; ispers 
feed and does perfect ( which three Hierars 
chical afts S, Denys the Areopagite teaches, 
hauing learnt this doftrin of his maſter Saint 
Paul, after he had been in the third heauen ) 
but in 4 diffrent manner : for it is illuminated, 
purged, and perfeacd by the firſt and higheſt 
Hierararchy , but illuminates , purges , and 
perfedts the third. So that the three Hicrarchys 
are thus diſtinguiſhed : that the firlt receives 
all theſe diuin gifts immediately from God, 6 
communicates them to the ſecond Hierarchy : 
& the ſecond having recieued them mediately 
from God, by means of the firſt, communicates 
them to the third:and (o the firſt ilJuminates& 
is not illuminated : the ſecond is illuminated, 
and illuminates: the third docs not illuminate, 
but is illuminated. And this is done by 4 
manner hidden to vs , and ineffable : the An» 
ocls communicating themlſelues , and decks 
ring their conceits, and ſpeaking to one an0- 
ther 1n that language, which the Apoſiles, 
Paul calls the language of Angels : which i 
ſuch ,that to explicate it well , the tongue l 
an Angel is neceſſary. And although thens 
turall gifts and exccllencys of the Angelsarc 
ſo many and ſo ſublime , and for thoſe we 


ought to honor them with particular _—_ 
and deuotion : yet much more honor rr 
vato them for the ſupernatural graces, Wile 


our Lord with ſo liberall a hand has impane 
vato they. For if we confider well , we - 


ture, 


almig 
Ment 
ven ,; 
partic 


1 that all the Angels arc clothed with the 
—fn - orace , and InnOCcency ,and that they 
9, ſtole of grace » oY 
"7 neyer Jolt it , Nor cuer Were {een without it, 


| ned it with any offence ; but haue 
obe! - = conſerued the grace in which they 
9 created, without cuer loſing it. And ha- 
ving ſo great abundance and excellency of 
oral, agd ſupernatural gifts, that which we 
_ moiFto admire, is , that moſt protonnd 
hugulir and indicible reverence with which 
'hey ſtand before , miniſter ynto , and ſerue 
vor Lord : of which lob faies : Chap, 9. and 
the 26. Coram eo incuruantnur , qui portant or- 
hem , 7 column Cali pawent in conſpetJu tins, 
1] hole that carry the world bow and proſtrate 
themſelues before him, & the pillars ot heaven 


:remble in his preſence. And they are ſo relige, 


onrepared, and ſo ready to execute moit 
ma or efficaciouſly , that which God 
commands them , that the Royal Prophet Das 
vid faies of them: Pal. 102. Praiſe owr Lord 
all ye eAngels, who are powerfull, and execute 
that which be commands you, obeying like f att be 
full ſeruants the woice of bis commands. Inſos 
much that there is nothing ſo low and hum- | 
ble, which the holy Angels do not embrace 
and accompliſh moſt willingly , to obcy our 
Lord ,and to profit men. And this is the firſt 
cauſe, for which we ought to praiſe , honor, 
and reverence them : confidering the nature | 
and excellency of thoſe celeſtial ſpirits , and | 
courtiers of the palace of our Lord : which 
we baue here declared in brief; leauing other | 
ſubtilitys, and acute Queſtions, which Diutns | 
moue in the Schools : as of the wanner how | 
they were created, how they are moued, in an | 
inſtant ,or ſucceſſuely : how they were diſpoe | 
ſed to receiue grace , of the time when they | 
began tobe bleſſed:and whether they merited ; 
theyr bleſlednes : and what was their fin, 
for which the bad were caft out of heauen: 
and the ſeqret manner of their teaching one 
another, ahd manifeſting their thoughts vnto 
one anothex : of their admirable motion from 
one place tb another ; and cflicacy in their 0- 
peration ; and other fuch like difficulties , 
which ſerue rather to cxerciſe ſharp wits in 
the Schools, then to inflame the wills of thoſe 
that read them : which is the end that } here 
am at, 

The ſecond cauſe of honoring the Angels 
Is, for the benefits which they continually 
00 vs, as the chief miniſters of our Lord.For 
although he be the head-fountain , the root, 
origin, and firſt cauſe of all the goods ofna- 
wre, and of grace , which are derived vato 
vs: yet the holy Angels are the condui&-pipes 
by which they ate derived : of whom God 
almighty maKes vſe as of 4 hand and inſtru: 


ment , to do whatlocuer he pleaſeth in hea- 
ven ,and on earth, Ot theſe benefits ſome are 


particular, and proper to cach particular man: ' 


Tom, 2, 


Saint Michael, Archangel. 


others pertain in general fo all , and to the 
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gouernment and conſeruation ofthe Vaivers, © 


For (as we have faid ) euery man from the 


hour of his birth has an Angel-Guardian,thae ,@,, 


accompanies him to the hour ofhis death:and 
is 3S Ius maſter and Tutor , and & certain and 
ſecure guid, to condu& him through the right 
and peaceable paths of vertuc , and to divert 
him from ſtumbling blocks, and bad ways, 
and dangerous ſaares which the diuel ſetts for 
him; and to defend and preſerve him from his 
ambuſhes , deceits, and illuſions, which the 
holy Angel-Guardian does with great care 
and vigilancy,forthat God has ſo commanded 
him, and tor the loue which tor the lone of 
God he bearcs vs. For as Saint Bernard ſaies 
very graucly: 7» theſe ſouerain ſpirits is not 
only found 'an admirable dignity , but alſo an 
amiable thatity and condeſcenſion. That is to 
ſay , that tholeceleſtial ſpirits , although they 
be ſo high , and ſo ſublime, yet they do not 
diſdain to abaſe themſelues tolow things, and 
totake ypon them the inſtruftion and condud 
of ſuch 4 teeble thing as manis. Fort the Crea-« 


| tor of Angels and mcn, ſo commands , by this 


means to bring man to glory , and to place 
him in the empty feats , which Lucifer and 
thoſe of his fafion, loſt by their own fault. 
Who rcading the holy Scriptures does not ad- 
mire at the things recounted in them , to 
haue been wrought by the holy Angels , in 
the aid and fauor of Gods ele&? Who does 
not acknowledge and ſtand amezed at the 
humility with which the Angel Saint Raphacl 
made himſelf a traueller, and as it were i foot- 
man, toaccompany, guid, and prote& Tobias, 


' and to diſpatch his buſines for him , and to 


defend him from the fiſh that would have des 
uoured him , and to giue him for his wife fo 
good 4 companion as he did : and to reſtore 
to his father the ſight of his eyes, which for 
the excels of his vertue, and to giue vs an 
exaG@ple of patience, he bad loſt? Who does 
not praiſe our Lord, when he reads, how that 
an Angel wraltled all night with lacob, and 
yet could not prevail againſt him? And that 
another came from heauen to awake , and to 
encourage the Prophet Elias, and to bring him 
meat ? And that another ſhould take vp the 
Prophet Abacuck by 4 hair of his head and 
carry him into Babylon, that he might giue 
the Prophet Daniel to cat, who was in the 
Lions den : and that he wight (as Daniel him 
ſelf ſaid) ſhut the mouths ot the hungry Liong, 
that they might not tear him 1n peeces, and 
cat him vp? And thatanother, aſter that Saint 
Philip Deacon had baptizcd an Ethiopian, 
Eunuch to Candace Queen of Ethiopia , 
ſhould carry him through the air vato the city 
of Azotus?Finally there is nothing ſolow that 
thelemſt high and foueraia fpirits $onot do 
withz ogular promptitu.lc and joy . at the 
Ccce com:nand 


SP. 
be re 


Saint Michael, Archangel. 
| 


command of our-Lerd for the benefit ofmen: 


"— for as Blefled Laurence Iuſtinian faics , ſpea- 
Stp- King of the guard of Angels : They are thoſe 
rember, that reſtrain the rinels , that they tempt ws not 


fo much as they Yould , and diſcouer unto vs 
their deceits , ans anſYer their fals arguments : 
if we fall , they lifc vi vp; if We be tgnorant , 
they inſtruft vs: if tepid they inflame vs , and 
as faithful companions are alvaies with vs,and 
detend vs When We ſleep , when Ye Walk , and 
When Wwe ſtand flill , when We work, and when 
We reſt, they newer leaue vs , nor abandon Vs. 
They a/jo illuminate our underſtanding,excating 
it. , and dijpoſing it , and danting raies of dinin 
light into it , and diſperſing the darknes , miſts , 
and shadovs that might obſcure it. When We 
gine alms , and When We pray , they take out 
praiers and oblations , and preſent them to 
our Lord , and bring vs from him graces and 
Jpintual gifts , rejoycing at onr ſpiritual pro- 
fit , and taking delight in our wertues. His 
therto Bleſſed Laurence Iuſtinian, But bee 
(azſe in the Feſtivity of the Angel Guardian, 
whichis the firſt day of March , we hauec trca« 
ted more copiouſly of the benefits of our 
Lord,and of the greatand innumerable goods, 
which we receiue from him by means of our 
Angel-Guardians , I will not enlarge my ſelf 
in this matter , but will paſsto the other be- 
nefits , which all mankind , and the whole 
vniuers perpetually recciues, by the miniſtery 
of the Angels, For they (as we haue ſaid) are 
the principal miniſters of the divin proui« 
dence,to gouern;and conſerue the world:they 
are thoſe that moue the heaucns, and by their 
well-ordered motion and influences , are cauſe 
ot all the lite, variety, diſtintion, and beauty 
that is1n all corporeal creatures, They are the 
Preſidents of Proviaces, Princes of kingdoms, 
conſecruers of the Species or kinds of all viſible 
things, and diſtributers of the gifts, and exc- 
cutors of the will of God, For this cauſe they 
are calledin holy writ the ſoldiers of God, the 
Army of our Lord,Princes of Provinces, Pre- 
fidents of the people, Guardians and maſters 
of men , mediators and intercefſors ynto God, 


Rulers and Gouernors of the world. They 


are called light , for their great clarity and 
 {ubtility ; they are called fire and burning coa- 
les : becauſe they are moſt ardently inflamed 
with loue. They ate called morning-ſtars, be= 
cauſe as the corporeal ſtars do embelliſh the 
vilible heauea : ſo do they much more excel- 
lently adorn the ſupreme and intellefual hea- 
ven. They are called the Throne of God, be- 
cauſe he repoſes , and reſts vpon thew. They 
are Called pretious and burning ſtones, becauſe 
by their p:aiers ,admonitiogs , and counſells 
they infla;ne our ſouls, to defire and ſeek after 
the holy and pretious things of heauen , and 
 contemn thole of earth, They are called ſuns, 
Lecaule they enlighten the world ; the pillars 


| 


of heauen becauſe they ſuſtain 
of God, the citizens of Paradiſe : and Fr.1 
the ſriends, and children of God, 3 rh rw 
titles we ought to inuocate all the bol A _ 
to praiſe them, andimitate them = "Fl 
more ſpecial deuotion the Captainolthe, wy 
and the Prince of the Church, Saint Mich: : 
as Bleſſed SaintLaurence luſtinizn "ogy 
the words, which to conclude this m; "yy 
will here recount. Let ws bonoy ( laies , l 
but in our Lord , our fellyy cat%ent and o 
moſt faithtull helpers , andwalunt Captain; p 
our Warfair : and Jeing that they belpws, lit 1; 
cooperate Fith them, to the en that they may the 
mere efficactonſly help ws , and the fruit of tlej 
labor may not be loſt. For onr fortituts i; their 
joy. They rejoyce When We repent after our fall 
our Lord ſaying : There us joy among} the Jy. 
gels of God ouer 4 ſinner that repents, They mn. 
ftruf1 vs in our doubts, defend vs inour denn; 
hold ws wp in aduerſity , bumble vs in proſpes 
rity , carry our praiers to God, bring ws back 
grace , increaſe our merits, and Without wean: 
ſomnes. exeraſe their miniſteries tivcrh; 11, 
Wherefore let ws lone them as our ſeluer,and as 
far as our frailty will permit , les vs imitate 
them , and renerence them{rom our hearts, Ani 
although We ought to honor all the (oltiers of 
heauen ,yet more particularly the glorious Saint 
«Michael, as the leader and Captain of them all: 
let ws rewerence him for bis [ublime grace , fir 
bis ſingular prerogatiue, for the office rith which 
be is charged , for bis tnuiniible fortitude, for 
the fauor of our Lord his Creator, and fur the 
conſtancy With which he ſerued him in that 
Wranzling batle, Which be had With the infernal 
Dragon and all his ſollyvers, For mt without 
cauſe does the holy Church bozor him ; becauſe 
the knowes that be is ber particular and proper 
defender , and continual interceſſor , and Prince 
of the court of heauen , and he vbo entertains 
and receines into bis boſom With great chatity al 
the ſouls of the ele of our Lord. Wherefore t 
us euery one in particular,and all joyntly anite 
gether acknoXlege our ProteHar , and praje bin, 
viſit bim often With our praiers , embrace biu 
with our defares , incline him to hear vs 1 00 
deuotion , and rejoyce him ty the ameniment 
our lives. He Will not deſpiſe thoſe that proy,uit 
reje2 thoſe that confidein him ,not for/ake thy 
that loue him , ſeing that be defends the bum! 
loues the chaſt , embraces the innocent ,gouk 
| Our life , guids Vs 11 our Way, and carry: vi0 
our conuntrey : Where Jejus Chriſt our Lord ur 
true ſpouſe of his Church , With the Father as 
the Holy Ghoſt raigns for eer and il. 
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his maſter in Grammar Donatus, he who writ 
learnedly vpon Virgil, and Terence. After he — 
had learnt of him wha@he was able to teach 30. 
him, he ſtudied with great carc and diligence Sz ?- 
the Art of Rhetorick,and gave himl{clf to clo. {©mber, 


% 


THE LIFE OF S. HIEROM, 
Dector of the Church. 


: HE glorious S. Hierom writing 
M2 the life of Saint Paula , begins 
= in this manner : Ff al the mem: 
[AR bers of my body were turned into 
& tcngues and all my arteries coutd 


jum 4 human voice , yet should f not be able 


to (ay any thing Worthy of the vertwes of the boly 
and Venerable Paula. With much greater Iea- 
jon way we vſe thele words concerning Saint 
Hicrom himſelf; whom the holy Church with 
{ull mouth calls the Greateſt DoRorztor he Was 
indeed very great In all things that appertai- 
ned ynto him. He was noble, rich, of a great 
wit, very eloquent, skilfull in languages,and 
ſciences both human and divin, a very wiſe 


man,a mirror of pennance,and ſanity, light | 


ofthe Church, and a ſingular good interpreter 
of the Holy Scriptures, mallet of the hereticks, 
bulwark of the Catholicks, maſter of all eſtates 
and conditions of perſons , and ſpiritual ſun 
of the world. The life of this great Do&or 
taken out of Biſhop Marianus Viforius , his 
own works , Cardinal Baronius, and other 
authors, is as followes. 

Saint Hicrom (which in Greek is to ſay, ſa- 
cred name) was born at 4 town in the conki- 
nes of Dalmatia and Hungary, anciently cal» 
led Stridon, but at preſcat Sdrigna , whichin 
his time (as himſclfafficmes) wasina manner 
deſtroyed by the Goths. He was born in the 
time of the Emperor Conſtantius , ſon to 
Conſtantin the Great ,as is gathered out of 
that which bimſelt writes, although we know 
not preciſcly in whet year he was born. His 
parents were Chriſtian, noble, and rich. His 
father was called Euſebius. He had 4 brother 
called Paulinian, and 4 ſiſter, whoſe nawe, as 
alſo the name of his mother, is not known. 
His brother and ſiſter made a happy end in 4 
Religious life. He had alſo an aunt , ſiſter to 


his mother , who was called Caſtorina , with | 


whom he had ſome conteſts , although we 
know notthe cauſe : but the Saint invited hey 
to peace and concord, and endeauored tore- 
Cuce her to due and Chriſtian amity. As ſoon 
3s be was of years fit for ſtudy, he gaue proots 
of his quick and rare wit: and that he might | 


tudy with greater commodity , his parents | 


cnt him to the city of Rome , as tothe head 
of the world, and (chool of our holy Religion, 
and of all 200d litterature. There he had tor 


| 


1 


| 


| 


quence, in which he became very eminent : 
and cxerciſed himſelf in compounding, and 
reciting Declamations and Controverſys, and 
in reading the books of all the excellent Ora- 
tors, Hiſtoriographers, and Poets,Greck and 
Latin : joyning together in one the elegancy 
and propriety ofthe Latin and Greck tongue, 
to perfe&t himlelt;as he did,ic} both the one, 
and tbe other. But not content with this , he 
paſled on further to all kinds of ferences: he 
{tudied Philoſophy ; turacd ours the books of 
Plato, Ariſtotle, and the other Philoſophers, 
omitting nothing that might make for his 
profit, For our Lord that intended to make 
vie of him , to illuſtrate our boly Mother the 
Church by his learnin?, wentdifpuling him, 
and enriching him in this forte, that he might 
be able to do it. There at Rome he was bap- 
tized, and received the garment of Chiiſt , as 
himſelf wrote afterwards to Saint Damafus 
Pope. He gaue himſelfmuch to warks of picty 
and deuotion, viſiting the Relicks of the Mar 


| tyrs,and went into the grotts and places vn- 


der ground , where their holy bodies were : 
and ſpent in this holy and pious occupation 
the Sundays, as days dedicated to our Lord. 
Having learntat Rome the liberal arts, as we 
have faid,and colleaed 4 copious library with 
great induſtry and pains,it feem-4 to him con» 
ucnient that he ſhould apply himſcltto higher 
ſtudies,and to learn ſacred Divinity : and to 
this purpoſe to travel into divers countreys 
and prouinccs, and to hear , and ſee the moſt 
knowing men of them : as did Pythaporas , 
Plato, Apollonius Thyaneus,and other Philo« 
ſophers, who to get the knowiedge of natu- 
ral things, left their own homes, and made 
themſclucs travellers throughout the world. 
Taking then in his company one Bonoſus 
(who was4 yong man like himſelf , noble, 
rich, and his folter-brother , who had been 
brought vp with him in his countrey , and 
came to Rome, and remained there with him) 
he went into France, where at that tice were 
very learned men ,to treat and conuers with 
thew, and to ſee what was worthy to be icen 
in that province. At Treucrs ( which at that 
time was a city of France, but now belongs 
to Germany , and its Archbiſhop is EleRor of 
the Empire) be ſtaied ſome daies , and copied 
out with hisown hand 3great book of Saint 
Hilary Biſhop , of the Synods , eftreming it a 
very rich treaſure. In this journey which he 
made from Rome into France, he paſled by 3 
town in Lowbaidy , called Concordia , not 
far trom Mirandula : and there he contrafted 
fiicadſhip with a holy o!d wan, cailed Paul, 
19 
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> whom afterwards he ſent the life of Saint 
230] the firſt Ermite , written by him. Out of 
-r2nce he returned with his companion Bo- 
aoius into Italy , and ſaicd for ſome time at 
\Guiteia , conuerſing with Saint Valerian 
Biſhop , and with Heliodore ,Nepotian , and 
Rufhnus and other ſeruants of God ; to whom 
he wrote many very familiar and friendly 
letters, From thence (vpon what occaſion we 
know not) he was neceſſitated todepart, and 
to return into his own countrey : where he 
ſound that his ſiſter by reaſon of her youth- 
ful! age, and the trailty of her ſex , was faln 
from the glorious eſtate of Virginity He gaue 
her his hand, and lifted her vp : and recom+ 
mended her to one Iulian 4 Deacon , and af- 
terwards to Chromatius , by whoſe wholſouw 
counlels ſhe made herſelt a Religious woman, 
and perſeuered in vertue. Out of his own 
Countrey he paſſed into Greece,and trauclled 
through the provinces of Thracia,Pontus,By- 
thinia , Galatia, Cappadocia , Cilicia , and 
Syria, and ſtayed ſome time at Antioch with 
Evagrius, who afterwards was Biſhop of that 
city: and ſpoke with Malchus a fugitiue monk, 
whoſe life aiterwards he wrote, relating what 
bi.uſelt had heard from him, to teach religious 
men , how dangerous an jnordinate loue of 
paicnts is, and that ſometimes, vader the co- 
loar of piety it is ſufficientto diſquicta Re- 
Jigious man , and to draw himout of his Or- 
d:r,a2s it happened to Malchus, Here alſo at 
Antioch he knew and familiazly converſed 
with Apollinafis'of Laodicea , who was very 
famous tor his learning and eloquence , al- 
though he was an heretick, but not deteed 
and known to be ſuch : and ſo Saint Hierom 
might hear him and be hisSchollar : but when 
he came to know it, he left him , abhorring 
and deteſting hiserrors. 

Being in Syria, by the example of ſomany 
holy monks as were in that province, and by 
the counſel of one Theodoſius an Anchoret, 
a moſt perſe&t man, but chiefly by the impuls 
of the ſpirit of God, he reſolued to bid adiey 
to all the delights of the fleſh, and the vani- 
tics of the world, and the great hopes , ofrai- 
ſing his temporall tortuncs and honor, which 
bis rare partes promiſed him, For this cauſe , 
and alſo that he might give himſclf to God 
with more quiet, and more attentively, and 
enjoy the pleaſure of contemplation, he went 
into a ſolitary and vncouth deſcrt in Syria, 
with three companions Innocent, Hylas ,and 
Hceliodore , whown Evuagrius prouided of all! 
neceiarics , and furniihed Saint Hierom with 
Scribes , and learned men, and ſuch as were 
weliskilled in all things otAntiquity, that they 
might help bim in his ſtadys ,and in copying 
out ſuch books as he Rood inneed of. But it 
being our Lords pleaſure to try him, lrinocent, 
one of his companions died within a ſhoxt 


Hicrom began to ſuffer great infirmitie, ; 
his body, and much more gricuoys temr; 7 
ons,and troubles in his ſoul : which EE 
terrible , that the Saint biwſelt writing ” - 
Virgin Euſtochium , deſcribes theg in hu 
wanner. 0 how many times (laies he ) when 7 
Was zn the YWildernes , and in that tha; Þ Zeſert 
Which burnt wþ Yith the ſcorching beats of the 
fan, giues horror and terror to the monks that 
avellinit , md 1 ſeem tomy ſelf to bein the ni. 
ale of the delights of Rome. } {at all alone bes 
cauſe 1 Was filled With bitternes ; my defurmed 
body Was borrid Nith ſackcloth ; my flech way 
grovn black, and almoſt conſumed, 1 Wepr and 
ſighed all day long , and when ſleep came wþon 
me , and oppreſied me againſt my will 1 caſt my 
bones Which hardly could hang together upon the 
bare ground. T ſay nothiug of my meat and think, 
for that monks , even When they are ſich, domt 
arink. any thing but cold Water , and to eat any 
thing that bas been at the fire, they lob wþ0n as 
ſenſuality. Fn this exile and prijon , to which 1 
my ſelf, and of my own proper will for fear of 


company but ſeorpions and Wild beaſts , many 
« times f found my ſelf With my memory amid 
the dances of the Roman Ladys, My face var 
pale with much faſling, and my vill burnedtith 
bad defires, In my ccld body, and inmy fleththat 
as aried, and dead before death,did only linethe 
beats of concupiſcence ; and although I repreſted 
them, they alwvates ſlroue to increaſe, and to caft 
forth more vigorous and dangerous flames, And 
finding my ſelf abandoned and without any ſuc+ 
cour ,F threw my ſelf at the feet of Jejwr, and 
watered them With my tears , and Wwied them 
with the harr of my head,and ſubdued my revel» 
lious flech by faſtins Whole weeks together.l am 
not aihamed ts recount any temptations ant 
conflis , but F deplore , that f am not nov, 
What 1]then,was. I remember oftentimes tobout 
joyned dry andnight together crying and ſighing, 
and beating my treoft continually , wntul that 
tempeſt ceaſed, and the deſired calm retwined. 1 
feared the wery cell T lined in , as 4 witnes that 
knew my thoughts : and being angry and ſeune 
azain# my ſelf, T entred alone into the mo {er 
cret parts of the deſert , and if ary where J 
cone 4 deep walley , a sbarp , 0899 rock of 
mountain , there Was the place of myprattt. thi- 
ther T threw this jack of my miſerable body. Tht 
ſame Lord is my Yitnes , that after Jo man) ſob 
and tears , after hauing With much diſcomf0t 
attentinely looked wp to beauen, 1 felt certain 
guſts and ſweetneſies ; and anguirbes (0 amornt, 
that tran(ported and atjorpt . 1 ſeemedto IL 
to be aminſt the Buires of the Angels; and glad 
and juyſuil did fins : A fren thee, o Lord, wal ve 


iIu2# i4 the ſrograncy f thy celeſtial oynimenl!, 


Bat if tLeflesi. makeJuch 4 var upon him.tbat 
affiitis 


bell, had condemned my (elf , bauing no other © 


time,and Hilas alſoa litle after, and Heliodore < 
returued into his own CcOuntrey : ang _ 10, 
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4, and torments it , what think ve ; sball treated with him began to ſulpe him.Others 
_ - fer, who entertains and chberishes it With | preſſed him that he would deciare, whether in - ——— 
A ix , It is pofjivle that ſuch an one may not | the myſtery of the moſt holy Trinity we were 30. 
t- delights * 


gh þ ave ſo violent temptations: but in ſach 4 caſe 
think he can not haue 4 greater temptation, 
then wot to be tempted. Theſe are Saint Hicroms 
own words , to eeclare the combats which 
he had with his fleſh : and the rigorous pen- 
nance with which he tamed it : and the con- 
(lation which our Lord gaue him after the 
Viaory, But hedid not only arm himſelf with 
aicr and Pennance, againſt this ſo perillous 
3 war , but alſo with the ſtudy of the Holy 
Scriptures , employing himfelf day and night 
:1it, to the end that the enemy finding him 
ſo well employed, might not beableſo cally 
to throw him down; and the bettet to vnder- 
and them , be deſired to leara the Hebrew 
tongue in which the old Teſtament was writ- 
ten, and made himſelfScholar ro a monk, who 
of 4 Jew was become a Chriſtian : and with 
reat pains be perſeQiy learnt that language, 
which helped him much to vaderſtand the 
holy Scripture, as the Saint himſelt , writing 
to Ruſticus 4 monk, ſaies in theſe words : 
When 1 vas 4 yong man , and ben the deſerts 
of ſolitude compaſied me in, I Was not able to 
endure the incentines of vice , and the ardor of 
my nature , Which F tamed Yith often faſting, 
Jet my ſoul yas all on fire vith bad thoughts. 
That then 1 might tame my flesh, I made my ſelf 
4 ſcholar to 4 cert ain monk that of 4 Tew Yas 
brome Chriſtian , tolearn of bim the cAlpbaber, 
and to pronounce the barsh and liſping words 
of the Hebretvs , after bautng ſludied With jo 
much dilizence the books of acute Buintilian , 
Copious and moſt eloquent Cicero, graue Fronto, 
and ſmooth Pliny. What labor it coſt me , what 
difſcultys } went through,how of ten Þ deſpaired, 
boy often I left it off , and bow 1 began azain 
vith 4 deſire to learn, bath 1 my ſelf , who felt 
the burden , am Yitnes , and alſo thoſe Vbo lined 
vith me : and 1 thank our Lord, that now ] 
gather ſveet fruit from the bitter ſeed of thoje 
ſtudies. Hitherto the olorious Doctor. 

But theſe were not the greateſt affliftions 
that he endured in that deſert of Syria: there 
aoſe others more heauy and more difficalt. 
For the Church of Antioch, and all that Pro- 
unce being divided into three parts; the one 
which followed Paulinus , the other which 
obeyed Meletius ( both Gatholick Biſhops ) 
and the third which infected with the hereſy 
, ®Apollinaris, had for their Captain Vitalis, 
a iff maintainer and defender of it : cuery 
ne of theſe thiee factions endeauored by all 
cans poſhble to make Saint Hieromto be of 
Weir party : judging, that becauſe he was 4 
nar te had the name of fo great ſan&ity 
and learning , that fide would gain much au- 

onity to which he ſhould incline : and he 


*IInp to declare his judgement, thoſe that 
Tom. 2a 


life , and having _ __ by our Lord 


to ſay that there are three Hypoſtaſes, as we SEP» 
fay , that there are three perſons, becauſe the temper, 


word Hypoſtalis at that time was nut fo recei- 


| ved. To pet himſelf ont of this labyrinth,and 


out of thoſe dangerous waucs , and contrary 
winds that beat againſt him , he made to the 
ſecure harbor of the chair of Saint Peter: and 
wrote two admirable epiſtles to Saint Damaſus 
Pope, who at that time preſided in it, pros 
pounding to bim his difficultys , and befee- 
Ching him that he would folue them : and 
command him with which of the two he was 
to communicate , Paulinus, or Mcletius, and 
how he was to {peak in fo delicate, and my- 
{teriousa matter, For he was ( he ſaic;) voited 
with the chair of S, Peter , as with his head : 
and knew that the Church was built ypon 
that rock , and that he was profane that did 
eat the Paſchal lamb out of that houſe ; and 
that he periſhed in the flaod who was out of 
Noes Arck , and he thas gathered not with | 
him ſcattered : and he that was not with 
Chiift , was with Antichiiſt, What S. Damas 
fus anſwered to Saint Hicrom we know not, 
but it is to be belicucd that he anſwered bin 
that he ſhould communicate with Paylinus, 
and joyn himſelf to him : for the holy Pope 
cucr held the part of Pautinus for the more 
ſound ,and fauored it, as is gathered out of 4 
certain epiſtle of Saint Baſile, and alſo from 
whatSaint Hierom himſelf did , ſeing that he 
made. himſolt Prieſt by the hands of Paulinus : 
the which be would not have don , if Saint 
Damaſus had nat written to him to commus- 
nicate with him. Saint Hierom being in the 
deſert, he began to ſpread his ſails, and to diſ- 
couer the trea{ures of his great wit and know- 
ledge, and to illuſtrate the Church by his wri- 
tings, For he interpreted the Prophet Abdias, 
which interpretation , he faies , that he after- 
wards corre&ed ; becaufe he thought that he 
was too yong when he writ it,and not ſo ma« 
tare as was Ccouenient, He tranſlated out of 


| Greek into Latin the Homilizs of Origen for 


the vie of the people, and wrote many admi- 
rables epiſtles todiuers perſons. But the Arrian 
hereticks,and the monks of the party of Mele- 
tius made ſucha ſtrange war againſt bim, and 
were fo troublefom to him (coming continu» 
ally to examin him about his faith, and curi- 
ouſly to enquire of him what he belicued,and 
calling him,and thoſe that followed Paulinus, 
Sabellians) that the Saint refolucd to quit the 
deſert , to tree himfelfof thoſe men , whopere 
ſecuted him muirc then the ſerpents, and lavage 
beaſts that there inhabited. 

Having then liucd four years in that ſoli- 
tude , ſuch 4 rigorous and peniteat kind of 


with 


Saint Hierom , Do&@or of the Church, 


with ſuch hard combats, and hauing ouvercom 
and vanquiſhed the enemy, he left the deſert, 
and following our Lord , who guided him 
and called him to greater things, he went to 
Hieruſalem , as well to ſee and reverence 
thoſe holy places in which our redemption 
was wrought, as to perfect himſelf in the He- 
brew tongue , and to ſtudy more in good ear- 
neſt the holy Scriptures , and to ſee with his 
own eyes the very place, in which the things 
had happened thatare recounted in it, that he 
wight more eaſily vnderſtand them : and fo it 
happened. He took for his maſter in the He- 
brew lanuage and affairs, a Iew, called Bara: 
banus, or Baranina, who came in the night to 
the Monaſtery , (tor fear of the other Iews)to 
teach him, and the Saint rewarded him very 
liberally, Here alſo he conſulted with Saint 
Damaſus Pope , who being the ſupreme Ma- 
{ter of the whole Catholick Church , and 4 
moſt holy and moſt wiſe man, and now old , 
diſdained not-to write to Saint Hierom , who 
was at that time yong, and to ask him doubts, 
| and hard places of holy Scripture : and with 
ſo great humility on his own part, and ſuch an 
eſteem of Saint Hierom ,that in a certain epi- 
ſtle he ſaies theſe words : F do not think that 
ve can find out 4 ſweeter conuerſation,or 4 more 
profitable communication betwvixt ws , then to 
peak of the Holy Scriptures ,F arking queſtions, 
and you anſrering of me : for there is nothing in 
this life more delightfull , nor any honey (0 ſweet, 
as is the food of the ſoul. Thus Saint Damaſus 
writes to Saint Hierom. Whence is ſcen the 
eſteem which he had of him, and the opinion 
he had of his ſacred learning and vertue. 

But although that Saint Hierom had an 
inſatiable thirſt to know and vnderſtand the 
profound myſteries, which are ſkut vp in the 
holy Scriptures, yet he wanted not his jmpe- 
diments and difficultys to be auercom in that 
ſacred ſtudy.For having giuen himſelf ſo much 
to cloquerice and clegancy of ſtile,and finding 
not (in his opinion) that ornament of words 
in the Holy Scripture , he took ſometimes a 
Prophetin his hands to read him, but preſen- 
tly laid him down again, offended at the plain- 
nes and lowneſs ot the {lile , with which the 
Holy Ghoſt (to confound the proud , and to 
inſtiu& the humble ) would that the ſacred 
bocks ſhould be written. But God having 
choten him to be an interpreter , and cheit 
exfoſitor of the fame ſacred (cripture, chaſti- 
zed him ſeuciely , for that he read it with leſs 
diligence and attention , then he did Cicero, 
ang other profane authors, An it is fitting that 
we ſhould ſet down the manner how this 
happenedin the very words of the Saint, who 
writing to the Virgin Euſtochium, his beloved 
davghter in Chriſt , ſpeaks thus : 7 Wv4ll relate 
wnto thee the ſiory of my misfortune and miery. 


Being reſolued long ſince for the kingdum of hea- | 


—— _—_— 


| wen to depriue my ſelf of my houſe, parents, [0 
ith is mure tf. 10, 


tbren, and kindred ; and that %5 
fun!t of the cuſtem of faring dilicately: any TT! 


wing departed to goto reſece at Hinu(alm 7 "lg 
could not leaue my lilrary, Which Yith 1, ,.; 


careand ft 7 bad gathered tozethes . = 
eAndT miſerable man aid taft he read Prom 
and after long Watching in the night Þ pp 
abundance of tears ,Yh from the bottom of ” 
beart ciſtilled from mine eyes (ur my fins, 7 i | 
my ſelf to read Plautus; and it ſumetimes wnſe- 
dering my Jdammage , and cmng to my ſelf, 1 
began to read jome Prophet , the Plain ond wn 
poliched ſlile cid ſtrait dijeuſt me, and teins ut 
able with my blind ees to ſee the hight 1 th.ywi 
that the fault Was in theſun, ang not in = 
«At that time then that theoldand crafty ſerpent 
adeceiued me in this manner, in the mil: of Lenz 
I as taken With 4 wilent feuer, Which finding 
my body Weak, and exbanſied reduced me ty 6s; 
gremity , and thoſe that Were with me prepared 
hat Yas neceſiary for my burial. When nov the 
Tital beat of my joul had abandoned the ot/ 
farts of ary tony , and refidedonly in my heaft, 
I Was ſuddenly raft in ſpirit , and caied 
judgement before the Royal throne of Je/ws 
Chriſt: Yhere there Yas ſuch 4 light ans jpleniar 
that came from all tho/e that Were there preſent, 
that caſting my ſelf vpon the ground | dare1ut 
to liſt vp my eyes, Being atked concerning my 
condition and taith , 1 anſweredfreel that| us 
a Chriſtian.Thou lye##,anſwered be that preſided 
in that Count , thou art not 4 Chiiſtian, but 4 
Ciceronian; ſeing that Yee thy treaſure 13 tba 
is thy beart, Hearing this1 Was mute ;the ludge 
commanded me to be cruelly Whipt : and although 
I felt the ſmart of the laihes, the fired} my ou 
conſtience much more tormented me, and weeping 
and figbing 1 tegan to ſay : pardin me Lord, 
Lord pardon me.*No other woice Ya: beardamid} 
the noyſe of the Jasbes, «At laſt thiſe that Vere 
prejent fell wgon their kneer before the lug, 
beſeeching him that be Would pardon my fact, 
becauſe 1 Was & yong man , and Would giue me 
time to do penngnce for my error :wvpon condition 
that 1 should beobliged to undergo d greater pt 
nishment, in caſe 11d not mend my ſelf.(Greatd 
things 1 Yowld bane jromiſed in the fin 
that I Was in) 1 took an oath to perform aloud 
then they let me free , and 1 tame agam 10m) 
ſelf , and opened my eyes ſo batbed tears 0 
enief , that all that were preſent admired atits 
and took them Jor 4 Juffiient vitnes of tou ; 
Which 1 bad ſuffered. And the Saint addes: a8 
let mo man think that this was 4 vain drm 
or certain phanſies With Which Ye are often bt 
ceiued: the Junge is Vitnes in whoſe preſent] 
Tas wiifped : the holy Angels vere Witneſſes, 


| alſo the marks of the ſlripes , #biub for mat) 


2 that tint - 


Agies remainedin m9 bor) and 3 ters 


fervard 1 gaue my ſelf 10 read dinin ml 


, | M 
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Saint Hierom, Do@or of the Church, 


read books of bumanity.Hitherto Saint Hierom: 

30. of the truth whereot there can be no doubt. 

$#?- although certain men, that they might ſeem 

xmber- ,0 be Ciceronizns, have taken the libezty and 


740 
he firſt made himſelf Prieſt ai Antioch , being ______ 
thirty years old , by the hands of Paulinus 30. 
Biſhop, who perſwaded himto it : although $ » - 
he could never prevail with him , fo to be tember- 


boldnes to mock at this &tofay,that there was 
no reaſon that S, Hicrom ; ſhould be whipped 
for beingaCice ronian,for that he was not one 
in kis ſti.c:not aduerting that he was not chal- 
tized for following the ſtile of Cicero, but for 
the affettion' with which he read him , and 
becauſe to read him , he omitted the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures , which it was Gods 
will that he ſhould read : delighting himlelt 
more in the dead words , of Ciceros -com- 
pounding , then in the living and diuin fen- 
rences of our Loxd, Nor do they likewiſe con- 
f ler ,that to be 4 Ciceronian, does not con- 
6 ſo much in viing the words , and phraſes 
which Ciccro vſed, as in imitating him in the 
oravity of the things , and ſtrength of the 
words , and in the diſpoſition and order of 
that which is written, to inſtra@,delight,and 
periwade the reader : all which Saint Hicrom 
hac in as great eminency as any other author, 
For what Orator is there amongſt the Greeks 
or Latins , who teaches with more clarity , 
who delights with more ſuauity , and moues 
with more efficacy ? whoisthere that praiſes 
with ſuch fincerity , and reprehends with ſuch 
yehemency , and exhorts with ſuch ſpirit and 
fcruor ? Who ſo railes or deprefles, that which 
he would exalt or abaſe ? What Doftor of 
the Churchis there , who treats ſacred things 
wich ſo great Maieſty , plain things with ſo 
great erudition , the knotty with ſo much 
cloquence , and the obſcure with ſo much 
light? Who ſo makes vſc of all ſciences, diuin 
and human, to explicate and to repreſent be- 
fore our cyes. the myſteries of our moſt holy 
Religion? This is to be a great Ocator, this is 
to be a Ciceronian , and to imitate Ciceroin 
that for which he was a moſt exceltent and 
perfe& Orator , and for which he is cailed the 
Punce of the Roman eloquence, For that all 
othcr human ſciences are as it were hand- 
maids , that ought to ſerue facred Divinity as 
their Lady and Queen, and as the treaſuresof 
the Egyptians that ſerucd the people of God, 
a Sajnt Hierom himſelf moſt graucly teaches 
vs, and more by his worksthen by his words. 
But to rerurn to our glorious Door after that 
he ſaw himſelf obliged by ſo rigorous 3 chaſ- 
tiſement to change bis ſtudy ot Cicero, and 
Duman learning into the ſtudy of ſacred 
things : xenouncing and cutting off from him 
whatloeuer might hinder him, he gauc himſelf 
Wholly to heaueply wiſedom, and endeauored 
vith great carneſtnes to meditate - day and 
nipht in the holy Scripture, and to ſeek after 
men that were beſt able to teach him it, ſtic- 
king at neither coſt , nor labor , nor other 
iacommoduies of trauclling, To this purpoſe 


ordained, as to ty himſelfto 2 reſidency, and 
to be vnder the ſubjzeion of any Church, but 
to remain a Monk as he was before. For he 
deſired to remain free that he might be ablein 
ſolitude to bewail his finns, and togiue hin:s 
ſelf. more entirely to the ſtudy of the Holy 
Scripturcs, withcur lett or diſturbance : as the 
Saint himſelf ſais in one of his epiſt!es, to wit 
the ſixty firſt , which he wrote thirty years 
ater the death of Saint Damaſus Pope.Neither 
could they obtain of him to exerciſe in pus 
blik the miniſterial funQions of Priefthood, = 
Bcing now ordained prieſt , he went to 
Conſtantinople, to ſee and hear , S. Gregory 
Nazianzen, who for his ſingular knowledge 
and eloquence was called the Divinzand Saint 
Hierorm with full mouth calls him his maſter, 
and thinks it an honor to himſe}{tobave been 
his ſcholar : which is a fign of the great ſtock 
of Saint Gregorys learning , and not 4 leſs of 
the profound humility of Saint Saint Hicrom. 
For he being now ſuch a learned man, and 
whom the Biſhops of the Weſt, and the Bi- 
ſhop of Biſhops , and ſupreme Paſtor , Saint 
Damaſus conſulted, and defired to expound 
vato them the obſcure places of the Holy 
Scripture, and he whom the Biſhops of the 
Eaſt with ſo gtcat care enideauored to gain, 
and to draw to their opinion , that he might 
defend it and ſuſtain it by his authority ( as 
has been ſaid ) notwithſtanding all this the 
Saint choſe rather to be the Scholar of Saint 
Gregory Nazianzen then the maſter of the 
reſt, He Rayed at Conſtantinople about three 
years hearing publikely Saint Gregory when! 
be taught, and conferring famuliarly with him 
(as one learned man with another ; and as 2 
friend with his friend) the moſt difficult places 
of the holy Scriptures: There alſo he came ac- 
quainted,and contrafted fricadthip with Saint 
Gregory Nyſlen , brother to Saint Bafil ,and 
helped his maſter Saint Gregory Nazianzen, 
inthe controuerfies anddebates which he had 
with Maximus a Cynick Philoſopher , who 
by hypocrify and deceit endeauored to thruſt 
him out of his chair. But Saint Hierom wrote 
to Saint Damaſus Pope intauor of his maſter, 
and by the letters of Saint Damaſns, Maximus 
was caſt-out of the city of Conſtantinople. 
where Saint Hierom, during bis abode there, 
wiote vponthe ſixth chapter of Efay , and de- 
dicated it to Saint Damaſus, who had ſo com- 
manded him; 2nd other friends alſo importu- 
ned him to do it, as the holy Do&or himſelf 
faies. 
At this time the affairs of the Eaſtern 
Church being troubled and certain Churches 


| being greatly at odds among themlelues,the 


holy 
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Saint Hierom DoRor of the Church, 


| now reads and fings:and by the order 


holy Pope Damaſus , and the Emperor Theo- 
doſius , both Spaniards, and moſt pious Prin- 
ces, thought fitting that a Council ſhould be 
aſſembled in Rome of the Biſhops of the Ealt 
and Weſt, to compoſe them, and to giue peace 
and quiet to the whole Church, By reaſon 
of this Council there came to Rome Saint Epi- 
phanius , Biſhop of Salaminain Cyprus, and 
Paulinus Biſhop of Antioch (he who ordained 
Saint Hierom Prieſt) men of known fanQity, 
and his great friends. And either -becauſe 
they entreated him, or (which is more proba®» 
ble) becauſe the Pope, himſelf ſo commanded, 
Saint Hierom alſo went to Rome , and came 
thither in the company of theſe holy Prelates, 
He was received there by the Pope with great 
couiteſy and loue , and by all the city with 
extraordinary admiration , and reſpect. He 
found there Pammachius, his aticient School- 
fellow , and other friends who now already 
knew him , either by the conuerſation they 
had had with him ,or by the fame of his ſanc» 
tity and learning, 4ll flocked to him,and euery 
one endeauored to get his goad will : ſome 
praiſed his ſanQity, others hus learning , and 
others his ſweet and. courteous manner of 
Conuecrſatiou : and in fine all looked ypon 
bim , as a mirror of all yertye ,a pattern of 
pennance , and an oracle of knowledge : in 
ſuch ſorte that the common opinion of all 


of $.Dz- m— 


In Þis time 30, 
was not very correfed. He was the $1 "x __ 


maſus the New Teſtament , which 


briefly wrote the martyrdoms of the holy *Mbrr 
Martyrs, which are read in the Church 0 
Caſſiodore, V ſuard, and 4do Biſhop of Vn 
do recount. He ordained the LeCtionaty , and 
diſpoſed the Leſſons that are to be read in the 
Divin Office , and the Epiſtles and Ghoſ, els 
that are to be read at Maſs. Moveouts the 
Saint employed himſelf in Viſiting the hol 

places of Rome, which when he was yon wu 
vſed to frequent, although hediditnow with 
a different devotion and ſpirit. He 2auc him 

ſel} much to prater and contemplation, He 
ſaid Maſs with many tcars , and with _ 
tenderacs and fecling : and at this ye; 

day are to be feen at Rome the Chalice = 
veſtment which he vſed when he celeb/ated 

He was very ſolicitous and Eatefull abourthe 
divin worſhip, and neatnesof Churches and 
the ornainents of the Altars:and he very mach 
pu Nepotian for his care in this particy- 
ar. He conuerled with all the Nobility and 
Court of Rome, and endeauored to draw the 
hearts of the people to the loue and holy fear 
of our Lord, And they fcing in himfopertet 
a life, ſuch a contempt of the world , ſohea- 
=_— a countenance, ſuch lively words, coun- 
ſelsſo aſſured, ſuch 4 deep well of knowledge, 


was that he deſerued to be Pope, Here at 
Rome he helped the holy Pope Damaſus in 
anſwcring all the doubts which were pro» 
pounded vnto him , and in the Eccleſiaſticall 
affairs about which he was conſulted by the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches. And the 
Church bcing at that time ſo ſpread through- 
out all the countreys of the world , it was 3 
very great work and cf much difficulty , ro 
ſatisfy in matters of importance ſo many de- 
wands and to anſwer fo many queſtions. It 
was alſo committed to his care to propoſe the 
conſeſon of Faith , to thoſe who were to 
make it; and to teach thoſe what they were 
to bclicue who were conuerted from hereſy, 
and addreſied themſclues to the Apoſtolick 
ſeat to be reconciled to the Church : and in 
the other matters which pertained to the go- 
ueroment of the Catholick Chutrch,S,Hierom 
bore 4 great part of the burden , and by his 
careand labor caſed S.Damaſus, Atthis time he 
pt ocured thatin the Roman Church'(as Saint 
Gregory Pope writes ) «Alelaya ſhould be 
ſung , not only in Paſchal time} as was vſed 
before, but alſo the reſt ofthe year , excepting 
from Septuageſima vnto Eaſter , according 
to the vie of the Church of Hieruſalem : and 
that inthe cnd of the Pſalms ſhould be ſung 
the G!cria Patri, as they vicd to do in the 
Church of Antioch, At Rome he corrected 
the Plans , according to the Interpretation of 
the Scuenty Interpreters , which the Church 


and that in all things he ſeemed rather i divin 
then a mortal man , wany ſubmitted them 


| ſclues vnto him , and by his means forſock 


| 
| 


and renounced their vices, delights, and en- 
tertainments, and gauc themiclues in good 
earneſt to the praQice of vertue. Alſo in this 
time which he was.now at Rome, which was 
about three years , he writ many admirable 
books, For an heretick called Heluidivs, ha- 
uing opened his ſacrilegious mouth, andbar- 
ked like a mad dogg apainſt the integrity of 
the molt pure Virgin our Lady ; and written 
a bock againſt her perpetual Virginity : the 
Saint vndertook him , and ſo convinced and 
confounded him by his anſwer , that that mon- 
ſter ſeemed to haue begun & ended at theſame 
time, «Another monſter ſucceeded Heluidius, 
to wit Iouinian 4 fals monk , who had been 
at Milan ina Monaſtery , vnder the diſciplin 
of Saint Ambroſe ; of whom. Saint Auguſtin 
makes mention in his Confeſſions: and being 
come to Rome taught that Matiimony v3 
equal to Uirginity ; and that we ought notto 
faſt : and other errors more worthy and þe- 
ſeeming an Epicurean and voluptuousPhilo- 
| ſopher ,then i penitent and Weeping monk. 
Againſt this pernicious heretick Saint Hierom 
wrote two admirable books , ſo full of cruds 
tion both divin and human , that cuery one 
| is aſtoniſhed at thew, He wrote allo Dialogues 
againſt the Lyuciferians : and other rare works 


| and of gicat profit, He employed bin = 


— 


10. 
Cep- 


explicating the holy Scripture to certain 


deuout and ſtudious perſons , who came to 
him, and importuned him L and propounded 


gnbe#- (;gers queſtions to him. But innothing (after 


he had complied with the obligations of the 
office which the holy Pope Damaſus had giuen 
him) did he employ himſelf more willingly, 


then in cxtirpating briars, thorns, and vices! 


out of the hearts otmen,and in reſtraining the 
exceſſive liberty and licentiouſnes with which 
many lived in Rome: and in reſorming the 
depraued manners of certain of the Clergy,to 
the end that that city might flouriſhin ſanity; 
:nd bc as holy in works and deeds,at it hadal- 
waies been in name. But Saint Hierom being 
{0 zealous, io ſeuere, and ſuch a grave repre» 
hender of vice ,and hauing no reſpe& tothe 

uality of perſons , butto their vertue, and to 
. olory of God, weak eyes could not endure 
ſo great ſplendor andelarity , and ſauory and 
wholſom food made them ſtomack-ſick, whoſe 
pallet Was vitiated, The very ſame perſons 
which before proſtrated themſelves at his feet, 
and kiſſed his garment and asked his bleſſing, 
were ready to ſtone him, and called him hy» 
pocrite, ſeducer, and deceiuer : and they took 
oreater heart and boldnes by the death of the 
holy Pope Damalſus, which was in the year 
thrce hundred eighty four : they conceiving 
that the holy Dofor ſtood now alone, expo. 
ſed to wind and weather , and without that 
ſuppor and defence which before he had, And 
to the end that their lyes might hauc ſome 
colour of truth, they gaue out , that it was 
not a ſcemly thing , that 4 monk ſhould treat 
withthat familiarity with women, although 
they were Ladys of prime quality,and did ſeem 
to be Saints, And this they faid , becauſe cer- 
tain of the chief Ladys in Rome , and very 
deuout, and earneſtly defirous ofall perfeRtion, 
had recours to Saint Ricrom , asto a Father 
and Maſter , to be taoght and inſtruted by 
him in what they were to do , the more to 
pleaſe our Lord : ſuch were S. Paula widow, 
and her daughters Paulina, Euſtochium, Ble- 
fila, and Ruffina, S: Marcella, Albina, Aſella, 
Leta, and others ; ſome of which were Saints, 
and are celebrated as fuch by the Cathotick 
Church.But awopgſt thera all the moſt famous 
Was Saint Paula z who to giue her ſclf more 
perfeRly to God, teſolucd to leaue her houſe, 


children, kindred ; and acquaintance, and to | 


goto live at Hieruſalem , whitherS, Hierom, 
(S. Damalus Pope being now dead ) reſolued 
to go. And the world alwaies accounting the 
viledom of Chriſt to be folly , aud all that to 
be loſt which is employedin his ſeruice, and 
that to be exceſs and rigor ; which 1s not ac- 


| 


| 


b 
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| 
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pocrite., but alſo as laſciuious 'and diſhoneſt. - 


And the better to perſwade their ly,they made 


vic ofa certain man , whom they perlwaded $S # v2 
to bear fals witnes agoinſt the Saint , and a« tewbers 


gainſt Saint Paula, The man was caſt into pri«» 
ſon,and being put to the torture denied what 
before he had feigned , and acknowledging 
his ly , diſcovered the truth , and the inno- 
ccricy of S, Hierom: who in an epiſtle, which 
he wrote to Aſella, whilſt he exſpeed tnthe 
hayen of Rome to embark for Hieruſfalcm 
ſpeaks thus: «Am I (faics he) rhat graceles per- 
ſon, am IT that crafty fellow and teceiuer; am T 
tbe lar , and he that makes vſe of Sathans art 
to begmile? Which is the more ſecure, to belieue 
or feign this of the innocent nnd blameles , or to 
refuſe to belient it of the nocent aud culpable? 
Some kaſied their bands to me, bit With their 
Serpentin mouths ſpoke ill of me : They wade 4 
She of grief With their tongue , but were glad 
in their beart. Oar Lord ſa them , andmocked 
at them, andprejerned this his miſerable ſernant 
to judze him together With them at the day of 
judgement, Some reprebendedthe manner of my 


, gate, and laughter : othars my looks and teunte- 


nance and others interpreted iff, that Wbich I did 
with famplicity and candor. I lined Yith thens a+ 
bout three years, arid bad oftentinies its my com- 
pany & great number of yous Yomen, and to (ome 
of them I'explicated the buly Scriptures , in the 
be manner that 1 could.T his Lyon cauſed me 
to conners With them ; conmer/ation did breed fa« 
miliarity: andfamiliarity is Wont to canſe boldnts 
and confidence. But let them ſpeak fretly , in theſe 
occaſions y did they ever ſee any thirty in me, ton= 
trary tothe leaſt point of modeſty knd Chrifian 
granuity? Did I eurr take 4 penny of any one ? 
Hane F nt alvkies deſpiſed the gifts that haue 
been offered me , both great and litle ? Hane my 
Words been diſoraely, or my eyes Vanton ? They 
objeft nothing againſt me but that F am 4 man: 
nor is this objefed neither ,but When Paula and 
eMelania are going to Hieruſdl:m They that be- 
liewed bimtbat lyed, why do they not beliene him 
that wnſayes the ly? Both the one and the other 
is all be ſame man; and he that nov /aies 1 am 
innocent ,is the very ſame that before ſaid 1 vas 
culpable : beſides rorments are more powerfull to 
get out the truth , then laughter : were it not 
that Ye #id eaſily beliene , what We Yeillingly 
bear , although it be feigned. Before I Vas ace 
quainted With Paula, all the city of Rome ex- 
tolled me to the clouds , and judged me Worthy of 
the Fopedom ; and eſteemed my Yords as if they 
bad come out of the mouth of Saint Damaſus. 
They jaidF was & Saint, bumble, and eloquent; 

But perhaps hauel not entred 1nto the houſe of 
ſome dishoneſt perſon ? Haue F nit beets tran 


cordirg to irs laws aud vain prudence ; thoſe } avay Yith garments of fuk , vith sbining and 


that reſented the reprehenſions of S. Hierom, 


took this occaſion to.defame him, and to ca- 


| 


lumniate him not only as adecciuer and 4 by- 


precious ſtones , with painted faces, or with the 
deſire of zold and fuluer ? Was there no matron 
in Rome , that Was able to captiuitate my mind, 
p  Haog and 


. 
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andto make me change my purpoſe , but zhee 
that wept and fafed, and vas horrid Yith fack- 
doth, and almoſt blind Ly reaſon of ber continnal 


tember, 7ears : but be, that ſpent Whole nights in proter; 


Whoſe ſongs were the P(alms ; Choſe Giſcours Was 
tbe Gboſpel, Whoſe delights abſtinence, and Whoſe 
oy & perpetual faſt ? Could none pleaſe me but 
sbe, Whom nener ſa eating? But after that 
according to the deſerts of ber chaſtity T begat to 
reſpet? p and admire ber , immeniately all 
wertues for(ook, me. Ritherto Saint Hierom, at 
the time ot his departure trom Rome for Hic» 
ruſalem : whither afterwards Saint Paula with 
her daughter Euſtochium , and many other 
Virginstollowed him,who regarded more the 


holy inſpiration and impuls ofour Lord who 


guided them,then the ſayings of worldly men, 
and the ſnares of Sathan, who cndeauored to 
detain them, 

Our great Door then departed from Rome 
in the month of Avguſt, together with Pau- 
liniag his yonger brother , and Vincent Prieſt, 
and other monks who went with him , with 
an intention to goto Hieruſalem,and todwell 
there. He came to Cyprus, where he was cn» 
tertained by S. Epipbanius with great cour- 
teſy and charity. He went thence to Antioch 
ad lodged with the Biſhop Paulinus, who 


recciued him very kindly : be eaded his jours | 
ney , catring into Hieruſalem in the depth of | 


winter , when it was very cold, He was ſo 
weary of the greatneſles, vanitys, and murmu- 
rings of the court of Rome , andſo deſirous 
to be indecd 4 monk , and to-giue himſelf 
wholly to God, that litle after, he wentinto 
Egypt , to viſit the Monaſteries that were 
there , and thoſe of Nitria, and to comfort 
himſelf with thoſe boly men, that there ſerued 
our Lord , and to learn new yertues to pleaſe 
him the more.For although Saint Hicrom was 
I lively pourtraitute and mirror of all ſanAity, 
anda wan ſo accompiiſhed in all ſciences,yet 
he was ſo humble , that he was willing tobe 
taught by all, both learning and vertuc. For 
this cauſe he went 1nto Egypt toſce the monks 
there : andat Alexandria he made ,himſclfthe 
ſchollar of Didywus ; who was blind , and by 
bis great wit & induſtry had gotten the fame of 
a moſt wiſc man : and for this.cauſeS, Hierom 
lumfelf calls him in Latin Videnters, he that 
ſaw ,or the blind man ofa good fight, Jnſo- 
much that he who in the time of Pope Dama» 
{us had been maſter of all: the world, out of 
his humility ( with his grey hairs, as: himſelf 
faics) choſe rather to learn then to teach, Di- 
Cyrus was tainted with Origens:errors, and 
taught them to Ruffinus : but either he dared 
not to diſcover himſelf to Saint Hierom ; or 
it he did difcoucr himſelf his: errors were not 
admitted by the Saint, For like an induſtrious 
and prudent bee , he did ſo gather the dew 
andjuyce of the flowers, where withallto make | 


| 


his boney combs, and to fill them w; 
honey that he auvided the poye I Mt 
which might infe& them. Afterwards 
returned hence to Hierufalem , and 
the ſcat of his habitation the mar er 
cradle of our Sautour , to live there (rm 
recreate himſclf with the meditation and l 
ſence of that poor houel , in which the _ 
nall word came forth into the world ce 
with our frail fleſh, There he bvilt Th 
naſtery , in which he lined mol bolily with 
the monks , and alſo an Hoſpital to receive 
and entertain the Pilgrims, which at that time 
went in great troops out ofdeuotion to Hie 


. rulalens.For the effeQing whercof, heſent his 


brother Paulinian into his own Countrey, to 
ſell that which remained of his atrimony ito 
relieue with itthe neceſſities ofthe poor,The 
Saint lived in this monaſtcry in great pouerty 
contenting himſelf with poor fare , and cv 
thing. He had no money , neithet would he 
have any. He liucd 4 hidden and 3 retired if 
in his cell, defirous rather to be good, then 
to appear fo, He gaue himlelf mich tofafi 

and praicr. His bed was bard and rigid. No- 
thing but holy and heavenly things were 
heard from his mouth , and in his fileneehe 
ſpoke interiourly with-God, He was bothin- 
teriourly and exteriourly very humble; and 
the tear of the day of judgement was ſo deeply 
engraucn in his heart, that he ſaics of hindelf 


. As often as T ſet my ſelf to think wpon the dog 


of Indgement , F become as it vere ſtupid, and 
my Whole body trembles. Ae recciued allthe Pil- 
grims ({o as they were not hereticks) and kin- 
dly entertained them , and waſhed their feet, 
and alſo the feet of their camels. Andthey were 
ſo many that came , that the Saint himſelf 
faies , that there was not an hour , nor imo- 
ment in which they did not receive 1 great 
multitude of brethren : and that thelolitudeof 
the Monaſtery was changed into the _ 
of an Inn : infomuch, that either they mul 
ſhut the gates of the Monaſtery, orels leauc 
off the ſtudy ofthe Holy Scripture, which cons 
mapded them to openthe gates to ſtranger, 
Here alſo he had great contraſts and diff 
cultys with the Origenifts,andeſpecially with 
lobn Biſhop of Hieruſalem ,to detend the 
rity of our holy Faith. For amongſt the 


great praiſes, whichthis moſt holy man delete 


ves, one is, and'none ofthe leaſt,that hev3 
alwaics4 mallet ot the hereticks, andan ant 
dote againſt their poiſonous errors. Tobn 
Hicrulalem had been a mopk, and 4 Ma 
nian heretick , but in hopes of being Bilbop 
had abiurcd his hereſy. Heobtainedthe Biſho- 
prick of Hieruſalcm, and wade hicſelf great 
defender of the errors of Origen, which r 
that time were in vogue , and ſpread uy 
Capker, and went on infeQing the fauthfull: 


Saint Hiczom oppoſed him,making Fs 
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count of the truth of the faith, then of the 
| dignity and power ofa Biſhop. Fohn of Hie- 


« ie roalem was much offended hereat, and refol- 


4 to perſecute Saint Hierom ; and to do 
6 all the miſchicf he could, Wherefore he 
excommunicated him,and his brother Pauli» 

nian , and his mopks, and forbad them cn- 

trance into the holy ſepulcher, although this 
yas permitted cuen to hereticks, He would 
have forbidden him to remain at Bethleem, 
but he dared not out of reſpe&to'S, Paula, to 
yhow ,as to 2 Lady of ſo great quality, and 
{ dchand powerfull, all endeauored toglue 
content. But afterwards ſcing that by other 
means be could not make to yeeld, nor oucr- 
com the invincible heart of Saint Hicrom; he 
obtained , that he and his brother and the 
other motks ſhould be baniſhed, although he 
could not execute their proſcription, Saint 
Hicrom himſelf ſpeaking ofthis violence in an 
epiſtle ſaics theſe words: 7 would to God that 
ar be. counts bis will for the deed , enen ſo ve 
hight not only 12 will , but alſo in deed , obtain 
ibe crow of bansbment, The Church of Chri# 
pas founded by shedding her blood , and by (uffe+ 
ring , and 110t by doing injuries , and affronts : 
ihe encreaſed by perſecutions , ad vas crowned by 

Mortyrdoms. Anda litle lower, complaining, 

that Iohii of Hicruſalem being a monk, ſhould 

treat his brethren thus :-4/a5, Sayes he, That 

4 monk, shoiild threaten monks. and obtain that 

they +bo#Id be bai; hed? Yea 4 monk that vaunts 

limſelf to fit in the «Apoſtolital chayr ? «Monks. 
hay not hows to yeeld thetn/elues wp for terrort 
and threats , they ſooner offer their necks then 
their bands to the blow of the ſword. What 
monk is there that being banished out of his 
wpntrey.; does not: look pon himſelf os bani- 
thed owt of the World. What need i1 there of puts. 

Hik, authority , and reſtripts and prouiſions and 

1nning throughout the whole World againſt vs? 

Let him but touch ws With bis litle finger ; and 

we 1:0} be got moſt willingly. The earth is Gods, 

and all the circuit of jt : Chriſt is not confined 
ta any place ? Hithcito Saint Hicrom, Who 
fot this very cauſe and contronerſy about 
faith, had great conteſts with Ruffinus; who 

& his great friend' and companion which he 

had been, became his aduerſary and enemy. 

For hauing been taught by Dydimus, he was 

b aftetcd to Origen, and'drunk in his errors, 

that he tranſffated out of Greek into Latin 3 

book of his , called' in-Greek Periarchon, in 

Latin de Principjjs : and publiſhedit in Rome, 

as ſound and fafe doin, baving in it many 

errors. and herefies, praifing Saint Hierom as 


his friend , and an admirer of Qrigen, This: 


cauſed a great ſcandal in Rome , and thoſe that 
vere deuoted and well affeQed to S. Hicrom, 
immediately writ'to him to Hieruſalem. what 
bad paſled : deſiring him that he would certify 
them what they were to belicue, and'do , and 


| 


744 
that be would defend himfclf.” The Saint did | 
ſo , and faithfully tranſlated Origens book, -——» 
which Ruffinus had tranflaced with litle fide- 39- 
lity , and fentit him, And tocomply with his 5*** 
ancient friendſhip with Ruffinus;and-with the eember. 
dury of modeſty and charity, before he would 
write againſt bim , he lovingly adviſed him, 
to take away that ſcandal , &ſtumbling block, 
which he had put before the 'fairhfull, and 
faies theſe words to him 5 I fake Tens Chrift 
to Vitnes, that With anill will, andby force I am 
conſtrained to fbenk, ; and that 1 bad ewer eld 
my peace , if thou haſt not profcked me , and 
obliged me to ſpeak, Fn fine do not accuſe me, and 
1 vill not defend my ſelf. Let v5 lenge the pa- 
tronage of hereticks, a#d thers will be yo Aifputs 
betwixt v3. Lay aſide your foot d. and F'le throw 
avay my buckler, In one thing I can vt azyer 
With thee : to ſpair beretrcks, #14 not in ll 
things to shew my ſelf 4 Catholick, xf this be 
the cauſe of diſagreement; tan dy but Þ cam 
not hold my peace. Let there be ohefaitrborieen 
v7, and there vill preſently be pede, T'ivus Saint 
Hicrom to Ruffiaus ; exhorting him to: be 4 
Catholick , and to cantinue rheir' ancient 
friendſhip. But although this: diligence was 
not ſufficient” to make 'Rnffigus: know and 
correc himſelf: yet it} and'others, which-Mar- 
cella, and otherdifciptes of Saint Hiezom ved; 
fofficed to make Saint Anaſtaſius Pope, Iman 
of a moſt rich pouerty; and Apoſtolica! folici- 
tude (asthe Saint himſelf call#Bim)whefac- | 
ceeded Syricius, ſucteflor toDamaſus,condemn 
the errors of Origen , the Saint and'the truth 


remaining viforious : and his adverſaries | 
| John of Hictufalem) and Ruffinus .andothers, 
; humbled and confounded: And akhovghthey 
"endeauored by means of Alipius (S: Auguſting 
companion and diſciple) who went to Hieru- 
falem ; to fow diflenfton betwixt the: fame 
Saint Auguſtin and Saint Hierom; and for this 
reaſon in the beginning ſome tart letters paſs 
ſed betwixt them : yetafterwards' the truth 
being vnderſtood: ; they: became very. great 
friends, ſo that the: Origenifts hy all their arts 
andcrafts were notable toſeparate;and divide 
them , who were vnited and knit togetlierby 
ſo ftri& bond of charity; .. __ | 
After this ſo gloriousa viftory,he obtained 
another not leſs illuſtrious, againſt an hererick 
called' Vigilantius , whom the” Saint in de 
tion Ironically calls Dormitantius. This man 
in the beginning with a ſtrange hypocriſy diſ- 
ſcmbled'his errors: butafterwards he put off 
his. masK , and taught them publikely and de- 
fendedithem in France. Beitgrat'Barcclona he 
contracted friendſhip with Paulinus,and going 
in pilgrimage to Hierufalem', he carried his 
[letters of recommendation to Saint'Hierom, 
Saint Paulinus belicuing' thar he was that 
within , which he ſeemed tobe without, But 
 aſterwards he manifeſted himſelf;and vomited 
Out 


Saint Hierom, Do@or of the Church, 


out the poyſon which he had in his breaſt,. | news was brought that they-were coming to 


reprchending the chaſtity of the Clergy, and 


the vencration of the Relicks of holy Marty 


and teaching other ſuch like fopperies. Which 
our Great Door with his admirable learning 
and eloquence did ſo ſolidly confute, that the 
heretick never more litted vp his head, but 
remained buried with hiserrors:For our Lord, 
in puniſhment of: thoſe that bad belicucd him 
in Franrce , ſcent at this time the Wandals and 
Alans, who entred into it; making great ſpoyl 
and ſlaughter ,, in ſuch ſort. that every one 
conſidered how he might eſcape with his life, 
no more remembiing of Vigilantius , then if 
there neuer had been any ſuch man in the 
world. Therearoſc alſo another heretick ,an 
enemy of the grace of Icſus Chriſt , one Pela- 


rs, 


gius 4 monk , and an Engliſhwan by nation: 


4gainſt whom Saint Hicrom wrote at the re- 


queſt of his friends although againſt hismind, 


praiic ; and ſo be ſaies: eMethinks It is ftti 


it-ſcecming. vato him not neceſſary , Saint 
Avguſtin-bhauing don it before with fo great 


1 
that We should not take pon ws this RY 


ve be reproched With that ſentence of Horace, 
In Syluan ne ligna feras , Do 20t carry ſticks 
to the Wood : for either ve haue to ſay the ſame 
things Which bane been ſaid before , and that is 
to no purpoſe , or. els ſome ne things ; but Saint 
rAuguſitn bas prenented vs, and Yith bis moſt 


_ excellent Wit bas ſaid the beſt things that can 
- beſaia,Whence we [ce the eltecr which Saint 


e Sai 


Hicrom had of Saint Auguſtin. Nor was that 
k{.which Saint Avguſtio bad of S, Hicrom : 
of whom ſpeakipg he ſaies: You muſt not think 
that you. are tomakeſmull account of $, Hierom 
although he vas but 4 Prieſt, who Yas werylear- 
ved in the Greek, Hebrev and Latin tongues: 
and Went from the Wiſteru to the Epſtern 
Church aud liued in thoſe buly places, ond ſtudied 
tbe holy Scriptures, enen to decripit age : Whoſe 
eloquence like 4 lamp caſt forth its light from 
tbe Eaſi to the Weſt. In tkele things th 

employed his time whilſt he was at Bethleem, 
and in tranſlating , interpreting, andilluſtra- 
ting by his commentaries the holy Scriptures, 
partly diſſipating the daiknes of the hereticks, 
and partly illumunating by his ſingular lear- 
pipg the whole Catholick Church, 
"But theze bappened two lamentable things, 
in which the. Saint had a fair occaſion to cx- 
ercile his great confidence in God, and his 
charity towards his neighbor, The firſt was 
that in the gear three hundred ninety five, the 
Huns , 2 ficrce and barbarous people , ran 
throvgh A:menia, and all the Eaft, ſpoyling 
the countreys ofthe Roman Empire with ſuch 
cruclty, and fury , that they made deſolate in i 
manner all Egypt : they Killed many monks, 
and took captiue 4 great multitude of people; 
and the rivers were Cyecd with the blood ct 
men. And as tey went on thus y:Rogiouſly, 


ot 


Hieruſalem: and the fright was ſo 
| all the pilgrims , and ana pratdar TN 
them Fabiola,a Roman Matron of Prime > 
dition , and i great deuote of the Saint depare 
ted from Hierufſalem. At this news SuntHies 
romalſo and his company prepared themyel. 
yes to depart : and all things being ready for 
their imbarking , and they vpon the ſhow to 
imbaik, our Lord was pleaſed forthe praiers 
and tears of S. Hierom to divert thoſe Barba» 
riafis from the. holy Land : whereupon their 
flight was ſtopr , and all the inhsbitants 
of Hieruſalem were freed from their ſudden 
fear. The ſecond was, that in 4 manner atthe 
ſame time the Goths entred Europe, and de- 
ſtroyed many cities and provinces of Greece, 
And afterwardsin procels of time , by divers 
ſucceſſes they entred allo into Jtaly and be- 
 fieged Rome,and took it, and ſacked it, in the 
year four hundred and ten , Honothus bein 
Emperor , the ſon of the great Theodoſivs: 
as Saint Hicrom had foretold, before that it 
happened, writing vponthe Prophet Daniel, 
And although his enemnes andother idle peo- 
ple did calumniate him, and blame him for 
what he bad written , when they {aw accom- 
pliſted with their eyes , that which he had 
propheſfied, they lamented their misfortunes, 
and praiſed the prophetical ſpirit , and pru- 


| dence of the holy Doctor : who ſpeaking of 


this matter , faiestheſe words : We muſt not 
fo flatter Princes that we negle# the truth of 
the boly Scriptures : 201 is it an ininry to 4 pat- 
ticular perſon , %ben We difpute of things in ge+ 
nernl, «And although ] haue bad 4 care of this 
in my Yntints , the calumny Which vas impoſed 
wþo0n me, by the F udgement of God bai been ſſo 
pated, to make appear. the loue and ifficiou/nes 
of my friends, and the frauds and jnars of my 
enemies. But in that ruin and deſirudion of 
Rome the Saint ſound much matter oflawet- 
tation , and wherein to exe1ciſc hischatity: 
for many of thoſe who made their clcape out 
of it , fled vnto Hieruſalem : whete Saint Hic- 
rom received them'end helped them in the 
beſt manner he could, with the tendernes and 
compaſſion , which ſo fad and miſcradlea 
condition required : of which bimſelf ſpezks 
thus : Jt is 4 true ſaying , that all thin ; which 
are born do alſo dy , and thoſe things Which ins 
creaſe a0 Wax old:and that there is nothing # 
by the hand and York, of man , Which 1s wit (l- 
ſumed and brought to an endby time. Who Would 
beliene that Rome , which Yar built Vith tle 
vifories ani ſpoils of the Whole world, vas {0 
/all, and to be at the ſame time ihe mother 48 
the ſepwlcher of ber children? «And that all th 
coaſts of the Eaſt , of Egypt and of Africa welt 
tube full of the captives and ſiautr of that ciy, 
which had ſubdued (0 many natien: * And ihs 
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: ompaſſton 


1 beavers , noble men and Women , bo 
rt in all kind of riches? 
whom becauſe we can not belp , we haue great 
| of them , and joyn our tears with 

« and being employed in the care of ſo pions 
= beiwe able to bebold without fazbs 


work, of | 
come , ve bawe lett off the Fnter- 


the many that 


- pretation of the Prophet Exechicl ; and in 4 


ner all ſtury ; and defere to put in pratiice 
the words of the Scripture ; and not to ſay holy 
things , but t0 do t hem, _ 
In theſe and fuch like works of charity our 
holy Door excrcized himſelf, as one that 
was burning and inflamed with the loue of 
God ,and of his neighbor. He employed him- 
ſelf alſo in anſwering an innumerable com- 
pany of |ctiers which were written to him 
from all parts of Chriſtendom , by learned 
wen, Biſhops, and Prelates, asking him doubts, 
and propoting queſtions out of the holy Scrip+ 
ture : and by other priacipall perſons, asking 
bis counſel in that which they were to do , to 
pleaſe God, and to ſerue him more perfeQly. 
For it is a wonderfull thing , to ſee how all 
conſulted Saint Hictorn as an Oracle of hea- 
ven;and the great pains he took in anſwering 
them, For beſides thoſe of Syria , Paleſtin , 
Egypt, and all the Eaſt that had tecours vnto 
tic; outof1taly did conſult him Pammachius; 
Oceanus , Heliodore, Chromatius, and many 
others ; and amongſt them ( as we have ſaid ) 
the Maſter and vniuciſal Paſtor of the Church 
Saint Damaſus Pope. Out of France Saint 
Paulinus ; Exupetius , Minerius, and Alexan- 
der ,Ruſticus 4 monk, Hedibia and Algatia, 
who from the remoteſt parts of France ſent a 
meſſenger to him to Bethlehem, for the reſo- 
lution of certain difficult queſtions. Out of 
Germany Sunta and Fretela ſent another, to 
get of him the divers tranſlations of the Pſalter; 
Abigaus wrote to bim out of Spain : and Lu- 
cinius Boeticus out of Andaluſia ſent to him to 
ack him what he was to do about faſting vpen 
Saturday and communicating euery day : and 
he gauc a Salaty to fix Scribes in Bethlchem, 
to coppy out ; and ſend vnto him what the 
Saint writ. Saint Scuerus Sulpitius weat to 
Viſit him, and Raied with him fx months;and 
If be could, would gladly have remained with 
him all his life , to learn of him vertue and 
knowledge. And that which is more to be ad- 
mited , out of Africa the moſt holy and moſt 
wiſc Saint Auguſtin, light of the Church,ſent 
him his books to be cenſured by him; and de- 
dicated them vnto him , and propoſed to him 
fuch difficult queſtions , as himſelf was not 


ableto reſolue , eſpecially about the Origin 

Of the ſoul. And being not able togoin perſon 

taint Hicrom, and toſce him, as he deſired, 

he ſent to him Paulus Oroſius, Alipius, and 

Profuturus, to the end that they might hea 

trom him , that which , out of his bumility, he 
Tom. 2. 
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Saint Hierom DoRor of the Church. 


ſaid he knew not. And in anepiſtle, which is 
the fiſteenth to Saint Hierom, he faics thele 
words : your writings Which are come to my 
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bands } haue read them , and baue found them S**- 


ſo rich , and fullof excellent things, that to pro« *© 


fit in my ſtudies , F sbowuld only deſire to be a+ 
Wates With you : but becauſe F can not do this, 1 
think to Jend ſome of my children inour Lord to 
you , to be taught by you. Forl neither baue, nor 
can bane jo great 4 knowledge of the holy Scripe 
turer ,as T ee thers-it in you. Thus Saint Aus 
guſtin, whence it appeares what an eſteem he 
had of Saint Hietrom: In fine ſo many impot- 
tuned him with theit lettefs ; that the Saint 
himſelf writing to Pavlinus , faies : To ſpeak. 
the plan truth to your boly charity , at the 
time that the sbips go into the Wet, there are 
ſo many letters together required of me , that 1 
can not poſſibly write then, nor ſatisfy thoſe that 
require them, And that which is moſt to be 
admured, is , that this holy DoRor writipg to 
ſo many different perſons; to Popes, Biſhops, 
Monks , Clergy-men , Lords and Ladies of 
great rank and quality , to Virgins, marricd 
people and widows, he wtites in ſuch a man. 
ner, that he accommodates himſelf to the ſtate 
of euery one, and keeps that becoming de< 
cency , apd propricty which ſuites with it,and 
vnfolds and explicates it , and teaches what 


ought to be doninit , as ifhe had been exer- . 


ciſcd in that alone ; and in no other. The 
which althoughit be to be ſeen in ſome other 
Saints, yet ig none more then in S, Hicrom : 
God our Lord, having eſpecially choſen him 
for Door and Maſter of the world; 

To one that (ball read thignyyith attention, 
it will ſcem}, that the employments, ia which 
we haue ſaid that the Saint was buſted, were 
ſo many , and ſo great, that they were able ro 
break the ſtretgth even ofa Gyant. But Saint 
Hierom was ſo great, ſoſtrong; and fo coutra- 
gious,that the burden which would haue been 
vnſupportable to another , to him was light. 
For all the reſt of his occupations were but in 
4 (orte acceſfories ; his principall Rudy and 
care was to meditate vpon the law of our 
Lord day and night , and to read and to yn- 
derſtandthe holy Scripture , and to tranſlate 
it, and interpret it:toenrich the holy Church, 
and to giue her that rich treaſure which now 
ſhe poſleſſes, There were at that time many 
Latin tranſlations, and in amannet innume- 
rable of the old Teſtament, taken out of the 
Greek Verſion of the Seventy Interpreters, 
and of the New Teſtament, as many others, 
tranſlated out of Greek : as Saint Auguſtin 
affirmes , and S. Hierom alloin theſe words ; 
«Among ſt the Latins there are as many Verſions 
as books ; for euery one auording to bis pleaſure 
has added,or taken a%ay What be thought fitting. 
There being then ſuch A variety ot trapſlati- 
ons, and the boly Scripture being the light of 

Fiff hcauen 


mber, 


'_ 


heaven which the Church has wherewith to 
illuminate ker children , and the bread with 
which ſhe is to ſuſtain them , and the founda- 


: tion of our moſt holy faith : God our Lord of 
© his great clemency, amongſt all the DoQors 


of his Church made choice of Saint Hicrom , 
to labour and ſweat in fo important 4 work , 
that diſperſing the darknes of ignorance , and 
cleanſing the pipes through which the water 
paſſes, he might giue vs the ſame light more 


reſplendent , and this fountain ct the holy | 


Scripture more clear and pure , for the refreſh- 
ment and comfort of our ſouls. And that he 
might do it the better, he chaſtized him with 
ſharp ſtripes, becauſe he left the reading of it 
to read Cicero : he inſpired him to Rudy fo 
diligently the Greek, Hebrew, and Chaldaick 
tongues, and to viſit, and go through all the 
places of Paleſtin ; that he might better yager- 
ſand that which the holy Scriptures recount 
God to have wrought in them. He gaue him 
an inſatiable thirR after knowledge, and made 
him to travel through all the prouinces and 
nations of the world, and to learn of the fa- 
mous men that werein it , and of a maſter to 
make himſelf a ſchollar : and all this that be 
might better vnderſtand the holy Scriptures, 
And aboue all he gaue him an humility fo 
great , that the Saint ſfaics of himſelf: Although 


. 1 kno my ſelf to be 4 great ſinner , and enery 


Any in my praier With bended knees ſay to our 
Lord , Remember not the fins of my youth , nor 
my ignorances , not withſlaniding knowing that 
#he eApo#le [aies , that might not fall into the 
ſnare of the dinel puffed vp With pride : ani that 
in another place it is Written : that God reſiſts 
the proud,ant gives bis grace to the bumble, from 
ny childbood 1 hane endeauored to shun nothing 
tnore , then 4 high mind , ani @ haughty lock, 
Which prowoke Gods anger againſ} 4 man. And 
in another place he ſaics : 7 confeſs; that intere 
preting the dinin Scriptures F haue not confided 
in my own proper forces, nor haue 1 mage account 
of my on opinion ; but haue been accuſtometl to 
ask not only the things of which T doubted ,but 
alſo thoſe Which T thought that F kneY, Saint 
Hicrom then armed with human ſciences, and 
enriched with the Latin, Greck, Hebrew, Sy- 
riack, and Chaldean tongues, and aboue all , 
clothed with the ſpirit of our Lord , and with 
A #eal of his glory, and the good of the Church 


Vedertook a thing whichno body before him, | 


nor after him eucn vntill theſe our daies dared 
to vadertake : and tranſlated the old Teſta- 


ment twice : once out of Greek into Latin , | 


according to the Verſton of the Seuenty : and 
ancther time out ot Hebrew according to the 
truth ofthe Hebrew. And he not only tranſla- 
red the Pſalter twice into Latin , once out of 
Hebrew,and another time out of Greek , but 
alſo twice corrected the old Latin edition , 
which was vicd in his time , taken out of the | 


Saint Hierom, Door of the Church, 


common and Uulgar Greek. 4n 
Teſtament,which - ful off Sky 
through the negligence of the Scribes yu fl 4 | 
corrected and amended with great care. "a Mer; 
the command of S, Damaſus , as is ſaid ah, 
And this Tranſlation of Saint Hierom of he 
old and New Teſtament was found Fo be fo 
pure,and fo perfeR, thatit coming forth, in 
mediately ſome Churches receiucd it: and f 
terwards the whole Catholick Chuch "Y 
it, leaving that which vntill that time hadheen 
vied : as is to be ſeen in that which Saint Abs 
guſtin writes gand Saint Gregory , and Saint 
Iſidote : who in his book ofthe Divin Offices, 
laics : Only Hierom the Prieſt bas tranſlated ths 
holy Scriptures our of Hebrew into Lats: an 
all the Churches do commonly vſe his tranſle 
ton , becauſe it is more ttue int theſentences and 
more clear in the Yords. And from that tine 
the Expoſitors of the holy Scriptate have tz 
ken the tranſlation of Saint Hierom, fora rule 
to follow it. And not only particular Door: 
but alſo the Catholick Church has approve 
all the Yulgar Edition , and giuenitauthoriy 
to confirm points of faith. And fo vſesitin 
the Schools, inthe pulpits, in diſputations+ 
painſt hexeticks, and even in Councils, tode- 
fine controverſies and matters of faith, And 
this Vulgar Edition is that which; Hierow 
tmade: as is learnedly proued by CardinalBel- 
larmin in his Conttouerſies , and by Father 
Alphonſus Salmeron of our Society. Wheteby 
is feen the authority which thismoſt holy Do- 
Aor both had and hasat preſent'in the whole 
Catholick Church: ſcing that it has ſo cmbra- 
ced this Vulgar tranſlation of $. Hicrom, and 
reje&ed ( in what they contradid this)all 6 
thers. Whence alſo is gathered , how glorious, 
and how fruitfull his labours were in this 
proper work of the hand of our Lord :and 
with how great reaſon the Church gives kim 
the title and ſurname of the Greateſt Doftor 
in cxpounding the holy Scriptures ; whichhe 
obtained cnen whilſt he was living. And fo 
fohn Caſſian an Author of that very fm: 
faies : Saint Hierom Was the Muſter of Cute 
liks , whoſe Writings , ike divin 1aits hit 
thropgh the Whole World. And Saint Profer, 
who wrote 3 litle after , ſaics: Saint Hinw 
vas very elogwent it Hebrew » Greek, andLt 
tin , an example of ſan#/t) , andthe ek 
the vorld. And Caſſiodore ſaics : 40 #0 
that Saint Hierom Was idle it Betbleem, bi 
that be Went into that landof miracles;that 
eloquence like & ſun might sbine t0 01 from! 
Eaſt. Nor was the eredit of Saint Hicrom 
great only in the Interpreting © ( he 
Scriptures, but alſo in all other _ 4 
Church has ever given him 2 Vet) bp Gs 
thority ;as is to be ſeen in the decree 0 
laſfius Pope in the Roman Council, al 
Itis not to be doubted , but that Wu - W 


%. 


who choſe Saint Hierom for ſo greata work, 


| Jcd him with all thoſe talents , which 
f A = neceſſary to render it fo accompliſhed 


pber- ad 


ife& : and the chicteſt of all = moſt 
| ry was the light of his diuin ſpirit, to 
_ the nnd var of the holy Do- 
ARor to vnderſtand his ſentences, and to guide 
his pen, to Jiſcoucr the divin treaſures which 
lay hidden in them.But that which cauſes grea- 
ter admiration » is , that Saint Hierom could 
be able to write that which he writ, and todo 
that which he did ,ſeing that he was afflicted 
with ſo many and ſo grieuous infirmitiesas 
himſelf faics in theſe words : Our Lord Wbobe- 
boldes the earth and makes it to tremble , and 
touches the mountains , and they (moke , who 
ſaiei in Deuteronomy , 7 wilkill, _ Will 
make alive, I vill Frike, and 1 Will beat, does 

ly make the earth of this my body to shoke 
tremble with frequent maladies : to Which it is 
ſaid : Thog art earth , andinto earth thou sbalt 
return : and When 1 forget my ſelf of my lot and 
and human condition , be admonisbes me many 
times , that } rbould acknowledge that I am 4 
man, and an old man; and that 1 muſt die very 
thortely : fot whom it is Written : Why doeſt thou 
glory , 0 earth and asbes * And ſo the ſame that 
ſtroke md With ſo ſadden 4 malady. , curedme 
pith incredible ſpeed, rather to afright me, then 
to affli9 me : and rather to amend me, then to 
ſcourge me. To the end alſothat 1 might know, 
bo rt 5 #0 whom T ow my life, and perhaps the 
cauſe of my deaths being deferred , is , that 1 may 
end the work, , which T bawe begun opon the 
Prophets, 1 employ my ſelf , Wholly in this work, 
andlikg one placed on @ bigh Yatch=towver, I ton - 
template not Without grief ani ſighs , the tem- 
of and sbiporacks of this World being notbing 
ſolicitous abowt any thing that is preſent , but 
only about the future, not ſearing the judgement 
and ſpeech of men, but only that of God.SoSaint 
Hicrom. And beſides theſc infirmitics, which 
he ſpeakes of ; he had feeble and broken ©14 
agc;inſorauch that himſelt confeſles, that there 
wete now fourtecn years that he could not 
endure the labour of writing with his hand, 
ficr read by night Hebrew books, nor egcn 
by dﬀay witbout great difficulty ,and that the 
brothers read the Greek books to him, for that 
he could not read them himſelf Notwithſtan- 
ding he was fo tearned and had ſuch an excel- 


lent wit,that it could not haye been belicaed, | 


with what quieknes and facility he wrote , if | king of «Macedon , but 4 ſeritant and ſpouſe of 


himſelf bad not ſaid it, For in three daies he 


tranflatedthe three books of the Prouetrbs, of / 


Eeclehaftes, and of the Canticles of Salomon, 
And in one day the book of Toby, out of 
Chaldee into Latin : and in two weeks he 
Gdtated his Commentaries ypon S. Mathew, 
at the preat importunity of Eufebius of Cre» 
n.ona his diſciple, who being to go into Jealy, 
would not depart without ſome pledge ot his 


Saint Hierom , Door of the Church. 
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maſter. And writing to the Saints , mother, 
and daughter, Paula ; and Euſtochium, and 


to explicate the myſteries of the holy Scrip» 
ture ; which he did ſorecadily, that very often 
he dictated a thouſand lines in 4 day; And of 
the book which he writ againſt Vigilantius 
the heretick,ſo learned and admirable ,he faies, 
that he diQated itin one night, by reafon of 
the haſt which the bearer Sifinius was in : all 
which things ate very wonderfull. But al- 
though this moſt glorious Doftor was ſogreat 
in the cycs of God, and of the whole Charch, 
yet he was (olitle and humble in his own; 

that he tauught the children of certain Gen+ 
tlemen , explicating vato them Poets , Hiſto- 
rians, and Orators, that by the means of this 
learning , he might bring them vp with the 
milk of picty , and the holy fear of out Lord, 
making himſelf 4 child with the children, th 
gain them to God. And although that Rufhi- 
nus-reproches him with it , and ſaicsthathe 
had exercifed the office of 4 Schoolaaſter: in 
my opinionit is one of the moſt rare and ad- 
mirable things which were in Saint Hiecom ; 

and which moſt of all declates viito vs, how 
ipflamed that holy breaſt was with the loue 
of God, and how litle he made of his own au- 
thority, to do our Lord the more ſeruice. And 
withal he taught vs by hi example,that there 

is nothing %n the commonyealth, which is 


| more to be Hooked after ' then the education 


of children. And this the the Saint did, when 


for fifteen years he had not taken into his 
hands any book of the heathens for to read it. 


Becauſe that which he Rood not in need of 
for himſcif, was neceſſary to itnprint in the 
tender harts of children the loue of vertue; 
And this is no leſs to be ſeen in that which 
the Saint himſelf ſaies , writing to Leta, 4 no» 
ble Roman Matron , and cxb ring her to 
ſend her litle daughter to Hierufalem , to be 
brought vp vader the wing of her Grand- 
mother Saint Paula. 7f you Will ſend ber , I do 
promile you 10 be ber maſter and Tutor ; 1 vil 
take ber in 'my armes , and catry her fon my 
sboulders , and old as I am , ſtammering I will 


teach the litle child to form and pronounce ber 


Yords , and Will glory in it and vill be more con+ 
tent and glorious then the great Philoſopher of 
the world; ſeing that F shals not teach as be, the 


my Lord Ieſus Chriſt , that is to be preſented a- 
monſk the Buires of Angels ; and deed in the 
bedchamber of bis beauenly palace, Thus Saint 
Hierom. Now who does not admire attheſe 
woids ? But as God our Lord is greateſt in the 
leaſt things : ſo great Saints are great in litle 
things: and to them nothing ſeemes litle, out 
of which glory may reſult to our Locd. Saint 


Hicrom was litle in body ,as hiamlſclt faies and 
now 
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| exculing the plainnes of his vnpoliſhed ſtile, s « p- 
| he ſaies that he pretended no more, bat only tewbers 


30, 
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= keep his head warm , which Saint Paulinus 
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now in his old age he made vſe of cap' , to { 


bad ſenthim , and he gives him thanks for it 
in theſe words : ] haze receiued With & good 
Yitl thelitle cap you ſent me , litle in compaſs but | 
great in charity,to keep my bead arm, cold with 
aze : and 1 much rejuyced both in the gift , and 
in the giuer : which is alſoa ſign of his great 
gratitude and humility. 

The moſt holy Dofor having gloriouſly 
rvn his cours , and diſperſed, throughout the 
whole world the reſplendent light of his ver- 
tues and learning , having enriched the Ca. 
tholick Chutch with the treaſures ofthe holy 
Scripture , hauing broken the head ofthe ſer- 
pent , ſubducd the infernal monſters of here- 
fies , and triumphed over all thoſe that cither 
by their hereſies,or by their vices oppoſed him, 
and taught the faithfull the way to heauen , 
and all perfe&ion: being now very old , and 
ſo ſpent with years, labors , ſtucies,and pen- 
nances , that he was not not able to moue 
himſelf in his bed, but by the help of 4 cord, 
which to this purpoſe was faſtened aboue, he 
fell ſick of A violent feuer , and iaunediately 
he vaderſtood that now the happy day appro- 
ched, in which our Lord would deliver him 
out cf the priſon of his body , and take him to 
the enjoyment of bimſelf ; which he breathed 
af:cr with ſuch lively and burning deſires. Jt 
is nct eaſy to bclicue the joy and Iubilee , 
which the Saint then felt in his foul : and al- 
though his w hole life had been nothing els 
but 3 continual meditation , and preparation 
for death , he armed himſelf with the holy Sa- 
craments, to fight a pew with that Dragon, 
whowar he had fo cften overcome. Afterwards 
he comtorted his. monks, and the other deuout 
perſons , who had met together to be preſent 
at his glorious departure, which they bitterly 
lamented. And having exnorted and animated 
them to the lone of our Lord , and of one 
another , nd to all vertue , he gaue VÞ his 
ſoul to him that had creatcd it, vpon the thir- 
tith day ofSeptember,in the ycar tour hundred 
and twenty two according to Proſper in his 
Chronicle , and according to Cardinal Baro. 
nius four hundred and twenty , in the raign 
of Honorivus ,and Theodofius the yonger his 
nephew. Of what age he was when he dicd, 
there is no certainty.ForS, Proſper, an author 
in 2 manner of the ſame time with Saint Hie- 
rom, giues him ninety and one years , others 
ninety cight , yea ninety nine : Cardinal Ba- 
ronius only ſenenty eight,or ſeucnty one; Fa- 
thcr Toleph of Siguenza of his Order, in the 
ite which he wntes of his holy Father , ex- 
tends it to eighty one, The cauſe of ſo great 
diverſity of opinions is ,that we know not ! 
punqually the year in which this glorious 
Docs was born , but only that when the 
Emperor , Iulian the Apoſtat, died in Perſia | 


| 


(which was the year of our Lord thres 
dred ſixty three) Saint Hictom was 4 boy,and 
Rudied Grammar :: which word 


tound their opinion, ]t is certain that heliveg 
to decrepit age , as S, Avguſtin (aies whon 
Saint Hicrom calls 1n regard of bis Gignyytj 
father , becauſe he was a Biſhop, andin <a 
othis age his ſon, becauſe he was much s. " 
then himſelf. But if Saint Hierom died in te 
ſeuenty and eighth year of his age, ardofou 
Lord four bundred and twenty , as Caring 
Baronius is of opinion, in this year Saint Ay. 
guſtin was ſixty and fix years old for hediel 
when he was ſeventy and fix, and inthe ex 
four hundred and thirty ; according to thi 
account, Saint Hicrom was only twelye yea 
older, which ſcem but tew, if we confiderthe 
manner of ſpeaking of theſe two Saints about 
each others age. But in order to the imitation 
of the Saint, which I pretend, this queſtion of 
his age is of ſmall importance, 

The holy body of Saint Hierom wasfery 
ſolemnly enterred in the grot'of Bethlchen, 
and afterwards .was tranſlated to Rome, and 
placed in the Church of Saint Mary Major, 
ncer to thechappel whither alſo was tran 
ted the crib , in which the word idcarnats, 
and newly born was layd : andof thistranſ 
tion the Roman Martyzologe makes mentiag 
vpon the ninth of May. 

That S. Hicrom was Cardinal ; many and 
Praue authors do affirm it , who are cited by 
Father Alphonſus Chacon of the Order of $, 
Dominick , in 4 treatiſe which he made to 
proue the ſame, and by Father Ioſeph Siguen- 
za in his life : and his very piure, and the 
tradition of the Church arc great arguwents 
to proue it, And there can be nodoubt but 
that at Rome vnder Saint Damaſut Pope he 
had an office of greater importance, then at 
that time it was to be Cardinal , orthe (ure 
of any title of Rome. The Cardinals Barons 
and Bellarmin deny it , Cardinal Batotus 
founding himſelf chiefly vpon an epilil d 
Saint Hicrom himſelf , in which wiitivg © 
Pammachius, he ſaics clearly, that when Pub 
linus, Biſhop of Antioch, ordained him Prief 
he permitted himſelfto be ordained, and gar 
his conſent, ypon condition that be ſhouldn® 
be tyedtoany. Church (as has been ſaid) , 
that he deſired fo to bea Clerick, as he mip 
not ceaſe to he 4 monk , nor loſe the = 
of being where he would : but Cardinal Ber 
Jarmin for another reaſon drawn out 
ſame epiſtle : as the curious Reader maj 
more particularly in the fourth tome of 
Annals of Cardinal Baronius ,and in thei 
of the Controverſies of Cardinal Bellarm' 
My opinionis that thoſe who make». _—_ 
Cardinal, do add no _— to him, 20 Dy 
they take any from him who griokiy hou 


ſome extend 1 
further, and others contra (honerthag,. all, 
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alhough the dignity of A Cardinal be of fo 
ceat reverence and Majeſty , as, we lee: yet 
this moſt glorious Door was ſo great, that 


Ws. cicher that, nor any other could exalt him,or 


make him more illuſtrious, by the bauing had 
i. nor could the want of it take away, the 
leaſt poipt from his excellency. But this con- 
#nsthe Colledge ofthe moſt illuſtrious Car- 
Jinals; for if Saint Hierom was one (although 
there haue been ſo many Cardinals very ta- 
nous for Sanity, learning , and prudence ) 
all oftheca may glory to haue bad ſuch 4 Col- 
legue: who was the light of the Catholick 
Church and the glory of theage in which he 
lived, and of all the ſucceeding ages ſince that 
time : and will be 4 perpetual ornament to all 
that are to come , vatillthe end of the world, 

Saint Leo , Saint Gelafius, and Boniface 
the eighth , Popes, the ſeuenth General Sy» 
nod.the Councils of Mentz,amd of Aquiſgran, 
make mention of him. His life was gathered 
out of his own writitings (as we bane ſaid) 
by Marianus Vidtorius, Biſhop of Reate , and 
Suius has put it in his fifth tome, But the 
Reader is to take notice , that an epiſtle in 
which It is treated of the life and death of S, 


Hicrom,and is in the ninth tome of his works, | 


vnder the name of Eufebius of Cremona bis 
diſciple, and two others of Saint Cyril ,and 
Saint Auguſtin , which contain the greatneffes 
and miracles of this moſt holy Door : lear« 
ned men hold them for Apocryphal and feig- 
ned :and that as the ſun does not Rand in need 
ofthe light of 4 candel ; that it may be ſeen; 
ſo the greatnes of Saint Hicrom needs not 
vain praiſes , that it may be knownand eftee- 
wed, For; what Dofor is there in the Catho«+ 
lick Church , amongſt all the Greeks and La- 
tins that illumipates it with greater clarity ? 
that waters it with more abundant and whol- 
ſom waters ; and makes it ferti] ? that more 
edites it with the examples of his moſt holy 
like, and that more illuſtrates , teaches , and 
d&fends it with his diuin do&rin ? who made 
war againſt yertue , and was not oppugned 
by this glorious DoQor ? What herctick roſe 
Vp in his time againſt the Church, that was 
not inſtantly ouercom,, and thrown down, 
and laid proſtrate at his feet ? Who euer read 
bis works , that did not admire them , that 
Was not moucd to compunttion , that did not 
feel new defires of ſeruing our Lord in good 
cameſt? Who 1s there,not only ofthe heathen 
Philoſophers , but alſo amongſt the Chriſtian 
Divines, that inthe reading of all authors, in 
the perfet knowledge of Hebrew, Greek and 
Latin, in the ynderſtanding of the holy Scrip- 
tute, in the knowledge of ſuch a — 
andſuch A variety of things, inthe ornament 
of words , and torce of cloquence, may be 
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compared with Saint Hierom ? Who in his 
life, has on the one fide becn ſo reſpected, 


conſulted, and held for an oracle of wiſedom, s + p3 
by the good ,and on the other fide ſo peiſe- tembers 


cuted and ill batidled by the bad ? But it is 
none of the [caſt of the praiſes of this moſt 
holy Door , that our Lord has giuea himſo 
many, and ſuch worthy children , who fighe 
d ſpiritual warfair in his Order , and vnder 
ſuch 4-father, with fo great piety , example, 
and obſervance of theur rule ,that Kings, Prin- 
ces, and rich and potent perſons have been 
moued, to honor them, tocſteem them, and to 
give them ſo great reucuues and to build them 
ſo many, aud ſumpttious Monaſteries, which 
is 4 great argument of the pious affcion , 
which all thoſe kingdoms bear towards our 
moſt holy Doctor, and for his ſake towards 
his children, and thatthey for their partes do 
not demerit , that which their bleficd Father 
merited and gained forthemi,in ſo great plenty 
and abundance. For what order is there in the 
whole Church of Gad, that glorics#morein the 
divin worſhip ? That aſſiſts in the Quire more 
by day and by night , and more continaally 
praiſes our Lord ? That lives in more recol- 
le&ion, encloſure , and filence ? That obſcr- 
ues more rigorouſly all their conſtitutions,and 
rules ? That commonly ſeparated from the 
noiſe of towns, ſuſtains the world more with 
thicir praiers, andthat ſeeks more to appeaſe 
the anger of our Lord? Let vsend the life of 
this moſt wiſe and moſt great Dofos, with 
that which Bleffed Laurence Iuſtinian faies 
of him, in theſe words : Who ir there in the 
boſom of the Church that has not been inFrufed 
by the learning of $. Hierom? and edified by the 
example of bis life? and firengbened by his prate 
ers? For bt was 4 common /ather of all , 4 light 
of the world, 4 preacher of the kingdom, me 
diator betwixt God and men: 4 mirror of $Sanc- 
tity , & pattern of vertue, aud 2 Fout defender 
of the Church , and of all the faithfull , and 
Yitkoat bazing thed bis Hood 2 Martyr of out 
Lord. «Adorned with charity be did not permit 
himſelf to be ouercom by temptations, nor war 
be diſquiettd for injuries , nor did be yeeld for 
the perſecutions of bis enemies, nor permit bimſelf 
to be be carried aWvay With the alluring delizhts 
of the flesh , nor to become vain for honors , nor 
to be puffed vp With praiſes, not to be dejefled 
by troubles and aduerſities. But he remained - 
pure in birbeart ſublime in humility, admirable 
for purity , conſpicuous for chaſtity , invincible 
for fortitude, bigh for bis authority , dewout in 
his mind, and clothed vith the robe of all yertwes. 
more White then driven /nov. 1a fine the whole 
cours of Saint Hieroms life, Was 4 pourtraifture 
and model of religion and ſanity, So Saint 
Laucence Juſtinian. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT R 
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& HE life of the gloti- | 
Fo ous Saint Remigius, 
ED Archbiſhop of Rhe- 
Eat mes, and preacher, 
> and Apoſtle of the 
27 French, taken out of 
"Y Hincmarus , Archbi- 
> Af, & {hop allo of the ſame 
—2* C placc,and out of For- 
tuniitus , who wrote his life , is as follows. 
Saitit Remigius was born of very noble and 
rich parents, and muchgiuep to the works of 
vettue and charity, His father wascalled Emi- 
lius, and his mother Clinia. They were now 
old ,and without hopes of having more chil- 
dren. The affairs of the kingdom of France 
wete much turmoiled with wats , and the 
manniets of the people were much corrupted, 
eſpecially thoſe of the Clergy ; who are the 
heart , and as it were the pulſc of the whole 
cotnmonwealth.God our Lord(as he is wont) 
chaſtized that kingdom for their ſins. Thee 
was in it aholy man called Montanus , of a 
very perfe&;, and auſtere life , who lived in a 
ſolitary deſert, and was much viſited and com- 
torted by our Lord , for his great merits , and 
for the praicrs which he continually made,be- 
fecching him that he would haue pitty on that 
kingdom, and be ſatisfied with the miſeries and 
calamities, whichit had ſuffered, As Montanus 
was one m1ght in his prajer,begging the mercy 
of out Lord with many tears, it was reucaled 
vnto him , that God had heard his praier, and 
that Clinias ſhould conceiue, and bring torth 
a ſon, who ſhould be called Remigius , and 
ſhould be the relieucr and reparer of all that 
kingdom.Montanus was much comforted by 
this revelation from heauen: advertiſed Clinia 
of it : told her ſhe ſhould bring forth 3 ſon , | 


þ 


NT H OF 


EMIGIVS, ARCHBISH0P 
Confeſſor. * | 


whoſe name ſhould be Rewigiug: and badbet 
| give thanks to God for him, and bring himw 
with great care , as a ſon giuen by the handof 
| God , for the good of all that people. Clinia 
much doubted of the divin orade ; becauſe 
now both ſhe , and her husbant were old, 
and ſhe could not belieue that ſhe ſhould 
be any more A mother : but Montanus aſl 
red her that ſhe ſhould haue that ſon,and 
ſhould ſuckle him with her own breaſts, and 
that when ſhe had weaned him , ſhe ould 
waſh the eycs of Montanus himſelf, who wa 
blind, with her milk, and ſhould reſtore hin 
his ſight. All was accompliſhed as the holy 
man had foretold it; for Clinia conceiued,and 
brought forth Remigius, and Montanusrecor 
vered his fight by the milk of the mother. It 
preſently appeared that Remigius wasthoſen 
by God to do great things. For he was ver 
peaceable, very obedient , very deuout; and 
inclined to all things of piety and learning, i0 
which he applied himſelf with greatdiligetts 
And to avoid the dangerous occakoni 
youth, he ſhathimſclf vp in 3 ſolitary place, 
wherc he lived vntill he was two andtwenly 
years old , with ſo great a name of San 
that Bennadius , Archbiſhop of Rhemesbcing 
dead all the people with one mind, and yaice 
choſe him for their Prelate. And de 0 
bimſclfby reaſon of his great inſufficiency, 
want of age ; God our Lord ſent _— 
light which apparently and viſly ſhine 
pon his head, and powred vpon bt 2 (096 
lous liquor ; ſo that he , and al the yo 
vnderſtood , that this yu Ma will of G00, 
which was not to be refiited. bee 
Saint Remigius accepted of that ws 
21d was conſecrated Archbiſhop , 3M \ he 
b2247m to S12W the yertues , with _—_ 


| 

I'] ' 

4 | z 
" HH 


| 
[ 


AtiitY | 


| 


ll Fit! | 


| M TW ul uh || 34'S A 
WAN | —_ WRT Doom 


Ihil 


J 


; 


ui 


— — 


EE ee 
— ———— 
— 


—— - 
* # 


in | 
ii 
| l 


pg | 


"ij 


— 


d \W i N —_— 
BY " | = 


SPINE'S.CRISPINGY (24 
OR — 


ay 


bk coy AO wc, rw oc ww was 0% Ou. a. 


-, & © ty =. © 


— 


gct 0- lant . deuout 3 and 


36 Be 


Saint. Remigius:, Conſtlr. 


had adorned hini , who had O_ for ſo 
+ > nlace. He was great alms-giuer, vigt- 
_—_— bericd in _ ._ : Fo 
rfation was more diuia , then human: 
gun breathed nothing but the loue of 
God : his countenance Was gracious, grane, 
and fo pleaſant , thas only to look vpan it 
excited devotion /, by reaſon of the ſanfiity 
that {bined in it. His words had aſtrange force, 
becauſe whbatſocuer he preachedto others, he 
rt praQiſed it himſelf. He was terribte to 
the proud , but ſweet and gentle to the hum» 
ble, He flyedidlencs , abhorred delights, de- 
fred labor , and loued to be contemned ; he 
was impatient when he was honored ; was 
poor in money , but rich in vertucs. Particu- 
jacly he reprehended in his Sermons the vice 
of diſhoneſty , and counſelled, that no body 
ſhould eſteem his own wife to be Vgly , nor 
his neighbors to be beautifull: With great 
care he viſited his Biſhoprick himſelf , not 
comtuitting this office to 4 third perlon. In 
fine he was ſo perfeft , and fo conſummate in 
all vertues in his own ſoul , and fo lolicitous 
and caretull a Paſtor in feeding,and prouiding 
for the fouls of his flock; that he ſeemed ra- 
ther an Angel come from heaucn , then a 
mortal wan, Beſides the holy life by which 
he ſhined in the world, God made him famous 
by many and great miracles; He caſt thediuel 
out of the body of a poor man who was 
afiited by him , and reſtored him his fight 
which the diuel had taken away from him.He 
delivered allo 4 yong maid poſſeſſed by the 
digel : who bauing becn carried tothe glari- 
ous Patriarch Saint Benedi& ; that he might 
cure her; he out of his humility, fent her with 
his letter to Saint Remigius , who was not a 
litle contounded at it. And he holding hitſcll 
vawotthy , and refuſing to pray for het , the 
Importunity which all the people made was 
ſo great, andthe tears ſo many , which the pa- 
tents of the damſcl ſhed , that they overcame 
the holy Prelate: and he commanded the diuel 
to go out of the waid , and the diuct obeyed 
him. A litle after ſhe died, and Saint Remigius 
reſuſcitated her, giving life to her being dead, 
whom before he had freed by his praiers from 
the power of Sathan. Thoſe that he carricd 
along with him wanting wine, our Lord ſup- 
plicd it by the praiers of Saint Remigius, and 
the veſſels which before were crapty , were 
ound full. Thcte was fire oncein the city of 
Rhemes,and it increaſcd ſo much,that it burnt 
down the third part ofthe city ,and that which 
rmained was in ſo great danger , that there 
was no hopes of ſaving it.S, Remigius being 
avertiſed of it, immediately he went to make 
bis praters in the Church of Saint Nicafius , 
Martyr, who had been Biſhop of Rhemes. Ha- 
bing ended his praier he roſe vp,and looking 
wards heauen gaue A ſigh, and laid ; Hy 


1 
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God , giue efficacy to my. Yords + and-then went 


T5* 


to that part of the town where the fire raged ——» 


.moſd, and making the fign of the Croſs, in- 


ſtantly the fire began to drawback , and to 
retire it ſelf , and to fly as it were the preſence 
ob the Saint :and he went on ſtill following 
the fire, vntill that: gathared yp , as it were 
intoa globe, it retired to 2 gate of the city, 
and went outat it, with the great admiration 
and thanksgiuing of all the peaple; | 
He vncerſtoud by divin xeuelation that 
there would be agreat famin in all France,and 
like another Iofeph , he gathered together 


much corn in a certain farin ; to: provide. a+ 


gainſt that neceſſity. lt ſeemed to fome idle and: 


peruers people, that this charity of the Saint 


was couctoplnes , atul that he did it by way 


trahck , hoording it vp to make his gain of itz 
and by the inftigation of the divel they ſet fire 
to:the granaries. S, Remigius at that time was 
not tar from thence : they came to him to tell 
him what had paſſed, and he went icamediately 
to ſee if he could remedy the miſchief. Bur 
when he came, the fire had empowred it felf 
of all, and he very quietly went to it (for the 
feaſon was very cold, and he alſo well fricken 
in years) and began to warm himſelf; without 
ihewing any ditcontent or anger in his coun- 
tenance. Afterwards with great calmnes he 


laid: God Will take care to cbaſtize thoſe that 


bawe burnt this corn , for th: Want Which the 
poor sball baxe of it. And fo it happened;;for 
thoſe that put fire tothe wheat, got ruptures: 
and all their deſcendants 'men had the fame 
infirmity:and the; women had tettain ſwel- 
lings in their checks and throats. Hincmarus 
Archbiſhop. of Rhemes, who writ this Rory 
cight hundred yeares ago, affirmes that he ſaw 
ſome of this linage , who bote the marks of 
the malediftion of Saint Remigius, and of the 
rigorous ſentence of heayen. Not oaly this 
time did God puniſh thoſe, that either would 
not permit, or els wenit about to take away 
that which Saiat Remigius gathered together 
for the ſuſtenance of the poor , andthe mini« 
{ters ofthe Charch,but alſo many other times , 
taking away from them the goods which they 
yang polleſied , or els making their lands 
barren ; ſo thatthey gaue them no fruit , nor 
could they reap any by their labours. This 
moſt holy Biſhop wrought innumerable other 
miracles ; but the greatcſt of all, aud the moſt 
profitable was the conucrlion of king Clodo- 
ueus-, and of the kingdom of France to the 
knowledge of Ieſus Chriſt our Sauiour:which 
bappenedin this manner. 

At that time raigned in France Clodoucus, 
who was 4 heathen, and was mariiedto Clos 
tildis, who was of the houſe of Burgandy, and 
4 Chriſtian, and one that greatly tcared Gong, 
and as ſuch endeauored to perſwade the king 
ber busband , to lcaue his Iolatry , —_ £2 

ackaows 
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- what ſhe defired, vntil that 4 great neceſſity, 
- mollified the heart of Clodoveus and made it 


Saint Remigius, Confcſlor. 


ackncwledge for tive God Ieſus Chriſt our 
Redecmer. The Queen was notable to effe 


—_—_ 


to yeeld, For miking war againſt the Ger- 
mans and Swedes , and finding himſelf much 
vnprouided, and in danger to be rvined, wi- . 
thout any hopes of remedy , admoniſhed by 
the Duke of Orleans his Counſcllor ( who 
was a Chriſtian ) he asked ſuccour and help 
of Jeſus Chriſt, promiſing to make himſelf a 
Chriſtian ,if he gaue bim viQory againſt his 
enemies. He had no ſeoner made thispromile, 
but the Germans turnd their backs and fled, 
and tt cit King baing been N\ayn in the batte], 
they ſubmitted themſclues to Clodoueus;and 
by this victory the King obtained yet i greater 
over himſclfand the diuel: for he rcſolued to 
wake himſelf a Chtiſtian , and drew after him 
by his words and example, the Princes vf his 
kingdow, The Queen Clotildis ſent tocall 
S. Rewigius ,to tcach and inſtruct the king : | 
and he came ; and one night when the kirg, 
and Queen, and ſcme of their familiar friends, 
and ccrtain of the Clergy; were in an Oratory 
of the Prince of the Apoſtles Saint Petcr,heas 
ring the words which Saint Remigius ſaid 
vnto them (who was a very cloquent man in 
his time) all on the ſudden there cawe a light 
from heauen ſo abundant, and fo reſplendent, 
that it ſurpaſſed the brightnes of the ſun,and A 
voice was beard which ſaid; Pax wobis,ego ſum, 
nolite timere: manetein dileflicue mea, Pcacc be 
vnto ycu , 'tis I, do not fear, perſcuer in my 
loue. Aſter the voice followed 4 moſt ſyect 
and celcſtjal odor. Atthis viſion, the king and 
Queen , and thoſe that were preſent, aftrigh- 
ted and aſtonied, caſt themſelues at the fect of 
Saint Remigius : and he comforted them, and 
declared vnto them , that it is proper to God 
our Lord ,in the beginnipg of his viſitations, 
to affright and terrify ; and to ccmfort and 
wake glad in the cnd. He tavght them what 
they were to do,and filled with 4 prophetical 
ſpirit told chem all that which wasto happen 
to thern, and to their poſterity ; the happines 
which they were to obtain ; how they were 
to dilate their kingdom ; the victories they 
ſhould get ouer their enemies ; the ſervice 
that they were to do the Roman Church, and 
that this happines ſhould not forſake them, 
vntill they torfook the Rraight , and ſure way 
of the fear of God , and left juſtice , the divia 
worſhip , the favor and proteion of the 
Church , and Eccleſiaſtical diſciplin, For that 
Kingdoms are preſerued by religion and ju- 
ſice, arid are ruined by jnyuſtice and jimpiety, 
Alterwards he baptized the king, and not | 
without 4 miracle, for the crifio or holy oyl be. 
ivg wanting ( becauſe he that broughtit, was 


not able to get in for the throng ofthe people) 
Saint Remugius lifting vp bis cyes and hands | 


to heaven , beſoupht ovr Lord Vith &, 


many tears , that be would ſupply that {8 
ity: Immediately there was {cen = ork 
| whiter then ſnow, which brought jnher beak T 


a viall tullof heaucnly criſme 3 which ſte gut 
into the hands cf Saint Remigius, and dit. 
peared ; leaving in the Chuich ſuch 4 diva 
fragrancy , as no perfume yponcanh way be 
compared with it, By this muaclethe kir 
was yet more confirmed, and entiedinto the 
font of Baptiſm ,and as he wasin it $, Regi. 
gius ſaid vnto him theſe words, iti; dejone 
cola Sicamber : Clodoueus , now meek , and 
bumble, bow thy neck to the yoke of Chriſt: 
adore hin whom hitherto thou haſt perſecus 
ted, and perſecute the Gods whom thou hat 
adored. And with this be baptized him , and 
gave bim the name of Lewis, who was the 
firſt of this name, and be whogave beginnin 
to the moſt Chriſtian Kings of OY 
was inſtiufted and taught by Saint Remigyy, 
Maſter,Preacher, and Apcſille of the French: 
by whom hc was reſpected and obeyed a4 
man come from beguen , and the king and 
the Great ones of his kingdom , gaue hin 
great lands and poſſeſſions , which he applied 
to his own Church of Rhemes, and to many 
others which he built , and pur Biſkogs in 
them, And Saint Hormiſda Pope writto him, 
and made him his legat in all the kingdom 
of France , to the end that by his authority he 
might ordain,and diſpoſe of the Ecclefiaftical 
affairs of that kingdom, as it ſeemed beſt to 
him. By this ſo great and Apoſtolical autho- 
rity ,and by the fauor of king Lewis, andby 
the reſpe& which the Grandees and Nobles of 
the kingdom of France bore him, Saint Remi- 
gius was able to do ſo many , and ſo great 
things, ashe did in that kingdom, which were 
innumerable. He ſuſtained it by hispraiers: he 
enlightned it by his doftr:n: he inflamedand 
reformed it by his vertucs and example : be 
aſtonied it'by his miracles : he gaue4 formto 
his ſucceflors , and all Prelates , thow they 
were toliue, and to gOucTD,and feed the flock 
of our Lord. Who the more to perſcR ,and 
refine Saint Remigius , he being now " 
old, took away bis corporal fight, althoug 
afterwards he reſtored it him ,and the Salth 
the time that he was blind , bore that affit 
on with great patience and joy, like ano 
Tobias praiſing our Loxd z and exerciling 0 
much the more the interior eyes of his ſou), 
by how wuch the leſs he could excrcile 
extcrior of his body,1n finc bauing glorioul! 
run his cours, and being now ninety and hx 
vears old, vnderſtanding thatthe happy bou 
approched in which he was to bc treed W 
of this hard priſon , arming himſelffor his 
combat with the holy Sacraments,and loving: 
ly taking leauc of all his children, hauiog 
noſt holily gouerped his Church ſeyenry 30 


» . 
TL ocro fi 


BER 


| Baronius in his Annotations vpon the Mar-| 
tyrologe, and in the ſixth and ſeuenth tome ot ! 


Saint Remigius , Confeſlor. 


four years, he gaue vp his ſoul to our Lord, { 


ypon the thirtcenth of January , in the year 
ne hundred and forty five , with the great 
ciefand lamentation of the whole kingdom 
of France , which loſt ſo good a Father , Ma- 
ler, and Paſtor. The holy Church celebrates 
the feaſt of Saint Remigius vpon the firſt day 
of October , which was the day of his tranſla- 
ion : on which , bcfides the other miracles 
which our Lord wrought, there happencd one 
that was very remarkable. Dehiring to tran- 
flate his body, out of the Church ofS. Chriſto 
her where 1t was, vnto another more decent, 
and magnificent mu , they were not ablc 
to ſtirr it; and the night coming on, and 
the clergy and people, with lighted, candels, 
fioging bywns and praiſcsto the Saint , about 
midotght ſuch 4 drowſiues came vpon them, 
that they all fell aſleep : when they awaked 
they found the bocly ofSaint Reangius placed 
by the hands of Angels behind the Altar, in 
that very place, whither they had endeauored 
to tranſlate it , but could not. And together 
they felt 4 moſt ſweet and heauenly odour, 
which came from that holy body, and vader- 
ſtood how ineſtimable 4 crown of glory he 
had in h:auen , who was ſo de by God 
ypon earth , and the deuotion and affc&ion 
with which we ought to reverence and imi- 
tate this glorious Prelate, This deuotion ſo 
increaſed in thoſe of the city of Rhemes , 
that afterwards there happening A moſt cruel 
plague which deſtroyed ltaly, & the kingdom 
of France, the natiues of Rhemes had recours 
to their patron Saint Remigius, and takinga 
Relick out of his Sepulcher , they carried it in 
proceſſion through the whole city, & through 
the particular houſes of it , vntill they went 
out of the Gates. And lo a ſtrange thing to 
conſider; the plague coming afterwards,it did 
not enter into the city , nor paſs the bounds, 
whither the proceſſion had gon with the Re- 


- lick of Saint Remigius, God give ys grace 


through his interceſſion , fo to imitate bim, 
that we may deſcrue to pait.ke of his happi- 
nes. OfSaint Remigius do make mention, be- 
lides the Roman Martyrologe , and thoſe of 
Bede, Vſuard, and Ado,Gregory of Tours, of 
the As ofthe French, or the ſecond, chap. 
ter the one and thirtith , and Sidonius Apol- 
linaris book the ninth, epiſtle the ſeucnth: 
Sigibert of famous men, chapter the one hun- 
dred twenty third : Trithemius of Eccleſiaſti- 
Cal writers, and of the famous men of Saini 
Bcnedicts order , book the ſecond , chapter 
the fifty ſecond , and book the fourth, chapter 
the one hundred ninety eighth:and Cardinal 


s Annals : and Fortunatus and Hincmarus 
Vrit his life. 
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THE LIFE OF THE 
deraphical Father Saint Francis foun- 
der of the Order of the Mino- 


rites , Confeſſor. 


3 O ſpeak well of thegreat Patri- 
arch,and Seraphical tathcr Saint 
FA 5 Francis, founder of the renow- 

Ex "M2 ned and moiſt devout Order of 

WS2XSEH the Minorites it were neceſſary 
to haue the tongue of i Seraphin : and our 
Lord fo provided, that it ſhould be wri:ten by 
the Seraphical Do@or of the Church Saint 
Bonaventure, his child , and4 repairer , and 
illuſtrater , and goucrnor ct the {ame Order, 
whom we will chiefly here follow : adding 
ſome things , which ars tound in the Chroni- 
cles of this holy Order, and beſecching our 
Lordto giue vs part of that ſpirit , which S. 
Bonaucntute had in Writing this life , to the 
cndthat the examples of tne vertucs , more 
diuvin then human, with which this Seraphim 
ſhined in the world, may be imprinted 1a ys, 
and in thoſe that ſhallread it. The bleſſed S, 
Francis was born at Aſſihum, acity of Ymabria, 
a prouince in Jraly, in the ycar of our Lord 
one thouſand one hundred and eighty two, 
His father was called Peter Bernard , and his 
mother Pica ,4 very honorable and devout 
matron : who being inlabor of Saint Francis, 
and not beingnoble for ſome daies to bring 
forth her fruit , there came 4 poor pilgna 
to the door to begg an alms, and told the 
party that brought it him, that they ſhould 
carry the woman that was in labor , into a 
ſtable; and inſtantly ſhe ſhould be delivered, 
They carried her into 4 ſtable , which was 
hard by the houſe, and ſhe was deliuered 1m- 
mediately : and afterwards 4 chappel was built 
there, and this miracle painted in it. [n Bape 
tiſm they called him Iohn, and afterwards in 
Confirmation Francis. Bing of ſufficient age 
they put him to ſtudy: and for that his father 
was 4 merchant , he employed him in the af- 
fairs of thai cating. When he was 4 youth he 
oaue himſelf to the vain entertainments of 
youth ; although , by the fauor of God he did 
not let looſe the reyns to his ſenſual appe- 
tites , and although he attended to temporal 
gain , yet be put not bis confidence in riches 
and worldly treaſures: but was compaſhonate 
and libera'l towards the pnor , and made a 


| ficm purpole alwates to giue an alusto thoſe 
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Saint Francis, founder of Lis Order, 


that ſhould ak it him for the love of God. + 
One day being very, buſy, and abſorpt in his 
affairs there came 4 poor man who asked him 
an alms,and he did not giue him one :the poor 
man went away, and Francis entred into him- 
{elf , and conſidering bis own litte charity, ran 
aſter the poor man, and gaue himan alms,and | 
withall made 4 yow , never to deny any one 
an alms that ſhould atk it him for-the loue of 
God: which vow he kept inviolably vntill his 
dcath ; and for it God our Lord-did him many 
and great fauors,cncreafing his loue and grace 
in bim. Encn whilſt he was a Secular ( as the 
holy father himſclf ſaid afterwards being Re-. 
ligious ) when he heard the name of the love 
of God he felt in his hearta ſtrange and ſpiri- | 
tual jubilee, He was very meck , patient, and | 
tratable,and more liberall then he bad where- | 
witball, At this very time there was a very | 
ſimple man in the city of Aſſifium , who in- | 
ſpired by our Lord ( as .is belieued ) when 
he met with Saint Francis took off his cloke, 
and caſt it at his ſect , that he might paſs ouer 
it, and ſaid that Francis was worthy of all 
teſpct, and that ſhortly he ſhould do great 
things, and ſhould be much honored by allthe 
zaithtull, But Saint Francis as then made no 
matter of what he heard, for he was much cm- 
Floyed in money+-buſlineſlces, and diftrafted in 
zouthfull cntertainments. Our Lord would 
reſtrain him , and giue him a check, to make 
him ſtop his Cours : and tothis end ſenthim 
two croſſes, The one was, that therc being 
war ,betwecn the cities of Perxuſium, and Afi- 
ſium, he was taken by the Peruſians with cer» 
tain his Companions , and caſt into priſon. 
Ne ſuffered that croſs with great conſtancy 
and alactity animating the others, and giving 
them hope, that ſhoxtly they ſhould be ſet at 
liberty as they were. The other was 4 long 
and tronbleſom ſicknes ; by which and by the 
weaknes of his body , his ſpirit got greater 
ſtrength, and was diſpoſed forthe vation of 
the Holy Ghoſt : and fo being recouered , he 
went one day from home well clothed , and 
mecting with 4 man of good parentape , 
but poor and ill apparclled , he took pity 
on him and changed clothes with him. The 
night following God ſhewed him 4 very 
great, anda very ſumptuous palace , and in 
it mary and vetyricharmes, which had vp- 
on them the ſigne of the croſs : and he not 
knowing what that viſion ſignified , asked 
whoſe thoſe riches and armes were that 
were there ? And it was anſwered him that 
they were his, and his Soldiers, if they would 
take the fign of the croſs, and fight couragi- 
ouſly vncer it. And being not yet verſed in 
ſpiritual mztters , he vnderſtood that viſion 
materially, andthe next morning depatted for 
the kingdom of Naples to be 4 {oldicr, and to 
fhght yade the banner of a generous and paw 


'whiles part of them: the poor of the Clergy®* 


erfull Count, and by this means.to 
ſoldiers, and to = honor, and _ N 
ches. In the way, our Lord ſpoke to himin the 0: 
night , and bad him return' back to his own "in 
countrey : for that the viſion was to be full. 
filled in him , and in his ſoldiers ſpiritually, 
and that it vas not juſt to leaue the Lird oi 
beauen, and earth,to ſerue & ſeruant,andmmyg 
man. Upon this he returned into his own 
counttey , and gaue bimſelt much to prayer 
and by the exciciſc of it he felt in his ſoul} 
great contempt of all {tail and fading things 
and an ardent deſire of ſelling hispoods and 
buying the pretious jewel of the Ghoſpel;But 
as yet he knew not how it was tobe done: 
only he felt.ccrtain ſirong inſpirations , by 
which our Lord = him co yaderſtand, tha 
the ſpiritual merchandiſe, and militia of Chriſt, 
had their beginning in mortification, and yi 
Qory ouer a mansſclf, And theſe interior mo: 
tions awakened bitn, and inflamed him eqery 
day more and more to defire the perfe&mor. 
tication , and contempt of himſelf, A fit oc- 
caſion was cftered bim of his ſpiritual profi; 
for one day riding through an open field nect 
Aſſhium, he met witha leper, whocauſedin 
him great loathing and horror : and remen- 
bring , that to be a Soldicr of Chriſt, he wa 
to overcome himſelf , he alighted off hishotk; 
and the leper ſtretching fotth his hand ,a it 
were to recciue an alms , Saint Francis kiſſed 
it with preat deuotion , and tendernes. Imme- 
diately he ot vpon his horſe again, andloo- 
king on all fides , he could not diſcover, nor 
ſee the leper any more , although the fill 
was very open andplain : at which heouch 
admired, and was interiourly comforted, prais 
ſing our Lord, and purpoſing greater matters 
in his ſervice. He took delight in ſolitude and 
recolleQion, and to be in ſoliraty places, free 
from noiſe and tumult : and gave himſelfwhole 
ly to praier , beſeeching our Lord with great 
affe&ion , to reveal his will vnto him, Onc 
day being wholly abſorpt andtranſportedint 
God , Chriſt our Saviour _ vntoin 
as crucified : and by this fingular graceand 
Fauor he remained ſo tender and ſo mehedin 
his loue, that euer after whenſocuer he it 
membred the paſſion of our Lord , he . 
many tears , without being able to rep!e 
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the), and alſo from that time clothed himſc! 


with the ſpirit of pouerty , charity,andpic 
in ſuch ſorte that feeling before much rep 
nancy, and a preat loathing in only _ 
lepers, although farr off, aſterwardshc - 
them ſogreat loucand atfe&ion , that hev 

to the hoſpitals, and kiſſed their hand ci 
face, and ſerued them asIeſus Chriſt bimie” 
with all deuotion and humility. He 
poor beggers ſometimes his clothes, 
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celicucd with reverence , and willing!f a" 


Saint Francis, founder ofhis 'Order, 


alms for the.ornawents of the Altat, He went 

+ once to-Rome , to vitt th Church of. Saint 
1& peter, and found at the Cihurch-door a great 
1» nultitude of poor prople. He gave hisclthes 
to him that he thouzht was moſt in need,and 
clothed bumiclt with the raggs of the p02 
man : and remained all that day amony the 
beggers ro the extiaordinary comiort of his 
foul. And b- cauſe he/ had now 1nteriourly the 
crols of Chriſtin his beart. hc alſo attended 
much to mortify andcrucify his flefh :.to-the 
«nd that both ſoul and body might partake of 
the price of our redemption , and carry their 
ciols , aid £nj2y the rewards of 4t; All this 
happeued to the Seruphical tather ; before. he 
leit his ſecular habit. . ,*'. :, 
The Saint had no-other waſter but only 
Chriſt , in all-theſe things which we have rc- 
counted, & his Mazetty went 0a inftrutting & 
erteting ot bim cucry day more & more, asa 
wolt perte& , and mult wile,maiter..Oure Jay 

25 Saint Francis was m»king his praier inthe 
Church of Saint Daman (which was without 
the walls of Aſſiſium ) before a Crucihx , he 
heard i voice which came from it ,and {aid 
yato him three times : Francis go , 4nd xepait 
jy boule , Wbich thou ſeeſt is falling. The Saint 
bearing that voice , was as it wete altonied 
and out of bimie'f : and ſeing that.the Church 
of Sauit Damian was very old, and ready £0 


fall to the ground , he vnderitood that the | 
yvice of our Lord commanded him torepair | 


that aterial Church : and ſo took .a good 
Quantuy of cloth, and carried itito the.city of 
Foligny, which was abuut three leagues from 
Aſhuw , and (old it ; and alio the bots on 
which he went : and returning to Aſſifium, he 
brought, all the money toa poor Pricit, who 
was in the Church ot S. Damian, beleeching 
him with great reſpeR to accept of it , for the 
tepairing of that Church, and hat he would 
permit him to be1n it ſome daies. The Prieft 
cc him leaue to ſtay in the Church as 
ong 8 he pleaied : but could by no mcans be 
perilwaded to tek: the money , for fear of his 
father : and io Saint Francis threw it into 4 
window of the tame Church, His father vn- 
G&rſiood what bad paflcd , and with great ante 
ger and threats recoueredthe money : and S, 
Francis for ſome dajes bid himſelt 1n 4 caue , 
andaſterwards,as aſhamed of his cowardlines, 
he came to:th ,and went into the city, When 
the people ſaw him ſodishgured, feeble , and 
poorly clothed , they began to cait dirt, and 
ſones at him, and.to ſhout at him.as 4 fool. At 
this his father was more enraged , and carry- 
ing him howe , beate him auott:rudely , and 
put ſetters on hus-teet , and ſhut him vp in 2 
chamber , vnti}l he was treed by his mother, 
When his father was ablent. Who in fine for 
peace fake , made this agreement with his 
&n : that they ſhould both go betore the Bi- 


(hop , and that the ſon :ſhould renounce the 


| for trom his father: and ſohe did, and cuen 
aboue what his father pretended: for coming 
before the Biſhop , Saint'Francis with'great 
joy andalatrity put off all his clothes, to his 
very ſhit, and gaue-them to his father;laying: 
Hitherto} bawecalled30u father wpon earth but 
from bexce forYeards F sball Jay more confidenth: 
Our Fatber ,Ybich art in beawen ; it Whom I 
baue put a'l my treaſere andbopes. The B iſhop 
adwircd at his ſo great feruor , and ſhedding 
many tcars , couered him with his cloke ; and 
commanded ſome -parment or other to be 
brought , whercwirhall to, cover him. They 
(brought him-the poor cloke of alabovrer, 4 
ſeruant of the Biſhop , which they found next 
at hand. Which he took very thankfully , and 
cutting it in-manner of acrols,}e putit on,and 
went out of the tity toa wood, finging the 
praiſes of God: There came out vato bim cer» 
tain robbers, and askedhim who the was; and 
he full of confiderice, and 2 Prophetica' ſpirit 
anſwered: F am the Herauld of thegreat king. 


| The robbers gauc him many blowes. and cait 


bim into a ditch hard'by , tull ot ſnow , and 
went their waiess But the Saint could not but 
rejoyce, to fechimlſclffo ill handled and went 
on, ſinging as before the praiſes of our Lord 


for that he had ſo cherifhed him. He paſſed by 
3 Monaſtery and they gauchim an alms as to 
an viiknowrpoor man. From theuce he went 
to the city of Eugubium, where one of his 
fri-ads kaew him , aud reccived him into his 
houlc , and gaue him a whole ſute of clothes, 
poor, but decent; which he wore two years, 


 witha girdle , and ſhooes, and a ſtaff in his 


hand, liKe an Hermite. At Eugubium he went 
tothe hoſpital of the lepers ; and ſcrued them 
with great charity : wathcd their fret, waped 


the matter from their vicers, and'kifſed them 


with 4 wonderfull deuotion ; an.1 tor this (o 
heroical A viftory over bimfelt ,our Lord gaue 
him 4 ſingular grace of curing corporal , and 
ſpiritual infirmities. This was fcen particularly 
in 4.man ofthe County ot Spoleto, who had 
tborrid and incurable infiimity, which went 
on cating away bis mouth, and jaws, without 
any remedy : he coming from Rome from vie 
ſitng the Church of Saint Peter, mct with S, 
Francis,and caſt himſeltat hisfeet to kiſs them: 
and the Saint out of humility would not permit 
him, but went to him, and witha ſtrange de» 
uotion and tendernes , kiſſed his Cankered 
and rotten mouth , and immediately the poor 
-man wag cured of his ſo incurable infirmity. 
Saint Francis being now more grounded in 
humility , and in the contempt of himſelf, and 
of the vain judgements of the world, he retur- 
ned to Aſſium, and began to begg amongſt 


thoſe who before had known him rich and'in 


abundance. Andthe divin voice having cow- 


manded 


| meansand inheritance which he might hope' 
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—— Saint Damian,to repair the Church, he aſſayed 
Oct o- to do that, being poor , which he was not 
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able to do when he was ,rich : and by his la- 
bour , and by carrying ſtones vpon his ſhol- 
ders tor the building, and by the alms, which 
others moued by his example gaue him , he 
repaired it ,and left it well accommodated : 
and the ſame he. did to another Church of the 
Apoſtle Saint Pcter, to whom he bad a great 
devotion. From thence he went to a place a- 
bout 4 mile from Aſſifium , called Portiuncu- 
la , where there was an old Church of our 
Lady,forſaken,and much ruinated, He vader- 
ſtood that the ancient name of that Church 
was Saint Mary ofthe Angels; and that accor- 
ding to its name , there were there frequent 
viſitations of the Angels:and out of deuotion 
to the Angels,and to the Queen of Angels our 
Lady , he laboured much to repair it and re- 
{olued there to ſetle his abode.. Therc he hum- 
bly began, and there he vertuouſly went on, 
and moſt happily ended his cours: and when 
he died , he recomm*-nded this place to his 
children, as a place much beloued and fauo- 
red by the Virgin. lathis Church by diuin Re- 
velation Saint Francis gaue beginning to the 
holy Order of the Minorizes, in the wanner 
which we ſhall ſee afterwards. And itis to be 
conſidered , that as before the foundation of 
his Ocder Saint Francis repaired theſe three 
material Churches (as we have ſaid)ſoafter- 
wards he repaired and reſtored the Church 
militant by the three Orders which he inſ\itu» 
ted in this ſpritual building. 

Ja this Church the new and holy ſoldier 
employed himſel day and night jn praier, and 
with great feruor , fighs, and tears beſought 
the Queen of Angels our Lady,that ſhe would 
be his Aduocatreſs , and would giue him her 
helping hand and tayor to do that which he 
pretended ; and in fine by the merits of her, 
who remaininipg 4 Virgin , conceiued and 
brought forth the eternal ward , he cameto 
conceive and bring forth the ſpirit of the E- 
vangelical truth , and to inſtitute the Apoſto- 
lical life, which is contained in his rule. For 
one day hearing a Maſs of the Apoſtles, and 
in it that Ghoſpel , in which Chriſt our Lord 
ſending his diſciples to preach ; ſaid vnto 
them , that they ſhould neither poſicſs gold , 
nor filver, nor money in their purſes, nor 
ſhould they carry a Sccip or wallet with them 
Vpon. the way,not baue two coats,nor ſhooes, 
nor i ſtaff: immediately the Saint illuminated | 
by 4 divin light put off his ſhooes, leſt his ſtaff, 
and caſt away from him his money, as ade- 
teſtable thing , and contented with a poor 
coathhe le pirdle of leather which he had, 
and pirt himfſelt with 3 cord, and began to lead | 
an Apcſtolical life:applying the words which | 
ke had beard out of the Ghoſpel to hiafelt, as j 
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m anded him, when he was in the Church of | 


— 


if an Angel had bronght then to 
EY this Kind othabit and at 
gan his preaching, exhorting al "cr 
with plain and "Aden work. ub OR bn g 
ous, and feruorous, which inflamed and. op 

ced the hearts of his hearers : and winy 
began his ſermons , he ſaluted the Tow | 
ſaying : Dominns det wobis pacem: Ourt ox 
glue you peace : which falutation he (ag af 
terwards , that he had learnt'it by divin reve 
lation. By theſe Sermons , and much more 
the example of his life , he converted man 
ſinners to our Lord, and ſome of them = 
courage to forſake all worldly things ,andto 
follow him in his habit and manner of life, 
Amongſt which his firſt begotten (on Whom 


bin from 
tire hehe. Of 4 


. be engendred in Chriſt , was Bemar « 


nintaual , 2 very perfe& man , to whon 
and to Peter Catanius , 4 Canon of Aſſica 
S.Francis gauc the habit vpon the ſixteenth 
of Auguſt, in the year onethouſand twohus. 
dred and nine; and from this day ſome begin 
to count the beginning ofthe Order: although 
others begin it a year ſooner, when the Gale 
hearing the words ofthe Ghoſpel , kept onl 
one ſingle coat. Afterwards were added to 
them other companions , td the numberof 
twelue ,to repreſent the Colledge of the hol 
Apoſtles, who divided themfelues throughout 
the whole world, and conquered it, andſub, 
je&ed it to our Lord. After the ſame manner 
Saint Francis ſent his companions to preach 
throughout the world the croſs &pennance, 
and when he ſent them he ſaid to every oa 
of them in particular : 7a, cogitatumtuun in 
Domino , {7 ipſe te enutriet, Put your care 
and confidence 1n our Lord,and he will ſuſtain 
you. One time he very bitterly bewailed the 
ſins ofhis life paſt : and ſuddenly there came 
vpon him an ineffable and fpiritual joy,and 
together with it an aſſurance thatall his ns 
were fully pardoned him: and jmmediatelyle 
was in an extaſy ,andall the increaſe, andpro- 
oreſs of his Order was reuealed ynto hin, 
Being very deſirous to ſee bis children, tit 
were diſperſed , and preaching in very di 
rent parts of the world, he belought ourLod 
that he would gather them together ; and ( 
without any ones calling of them, in a bor 
time they met together ,tothe great admiration 
of them all. And ſeing the number of his holy 
childrento encreaſe , he writ 3 rulein buoy 
ble words, taking it all out ofthe holy GhoF 
pel , and adding 1fome' few things which ſee 
med neceſſary for their vniform manne! 
living, But he and bis companions noſe 
it neceſſay to procure, that the Sea ago 
ſhould approue the rule : and fo they a F 
them went towards Rome ,and Saint Franci 
in the way had a reuclation , by which _ 
Lord comforted him, and gave him _ 
he ſhuuld be heard, and his buſines diſpatc : 


from 


<I0T., ] 
he be-. | [+ A mw d. For although at firſt the Pope would 


#& not admit bim , alterwards by A rcuelation 


Nance Oey, 
2 ſeti- bit 
) pier. 
Ore ht 
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by Pope Innocent the third, who at that time 
n the chair of Saint Petcr , as it hap- 


which he had, he ſent to ſcek him, and recei- 
cd him very courteoully : and vnderſtood 
that this poor , vile, and negleed creature, 
wasto beasit were a highand ſublime Pala 
in the Churchouf God , and to be a repairer, 
and ſultainer of his ſpiritual edifice , which 
went to decay. For the Pope one night going 


to reſt full of cates, by reaſon of the calamities | 


which the Church did ſuffer, ſay in his ſleep, 
that the Churchof Saint Iohn Lateran,wherc 
he dwelt, was ready to fall to the ground,and 
that 4 poor , and contem tible man , put his 
holders vader it ,and held it vp: and by diuin 
intia& he vaderſtood that this poor contemp- 
tible man was the glorious Saint Francis,who 
by his example aud dodtrin was to ſuſtaia the 
Church of God , as ke ſuſtained it whillt he 
lived , and now ſuſtains it by his happy chil- 
dren, And this reuelation, or another like it 
preceded in the confirmation of the holy Or- 
der of Saint Dominick : whom Saint, Francis 
mct at Rome, and the two holy Patriarchs, 
without hauing ſcen each other before , 
knew, and embraced one another, and catred 
into 4 league together , to make war againſt 
hell, and to ſtand vp for the glory of their ce- 
leſtjal Captain and Lord,The Pope by the re- 
uclation which he had had, and by ſciog this 
humility , purity , and zeal of S. Francis ,was 
inclined to grant that which the Saiat petitio. 
ned him; but the matter being ſo hard, and fo 
important, he defized yet further tocommend 
jt toGod, and more maturely to deliberate it : 
eſpecially ſcing that ſome Cardinals did not 
like well of it, judging that it were better to 


reform the ancient Orders, then to inſtitute | 


other new ones , and that the rule , and the 
extreme poueity , which was profeſſed in it, 
ſkemed toexceed human forces. But in fine at- 
ter much praiex & conſultation, the Pope free 
ly granted what S.Francisasked, & confirmed 
his rule , and commanded that they ſhould 
preach pennance : and ordaincd that all the 
Lay-brothers that came with him, ſhould haue 
litle crowns made them, that they night more 
freely ſow the word of God, This conhrmation 
the Pope made by word of mouth , or Vine 
wvocis oraculo 3; and Saint Francis and his com+ 
panions made their ſolemn profeſhon in the 
hands of his Holineſs , in the year one thou- 
land two huadred and nine, promiſing the E. 
vangclical manner otlife and rule, and Sainr 
Francis was by the ſame Pope made Miniſter 
General of the Order. 

The Order now being confirmed, Saint 
Francis with his companions returned to 
Aſliium. In their journey they were in great 
neceſlity, hauing notking to eat , nor any liu- 
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man means to get any thing , and on the ſud- . 

den there appeareda manto them , who gaue 4 
them bread , and ſtraight diſappeared, they OcTo- 
net knowing who he was. Sorae--of his Come 2 £8. 
panons were indoubt, wheghexit were beiter 

to xetire themſclues into forme ſolitary place, 
to give themſclues to contemplation , or to 
conuersamonglt mea : but after that they had: 
wade their praier about it , begging of our 
Lord to diſcover his will vato them, it was 
reucaled to the Saint , that God would haue 
that Order to gain the ſouls to him , which 
the diuel went aboutto take away from him : 
and ſo they betook themſelues toapoor and 
deſolate houſe ncer to Aſlifiura , eating the 
bread of tcars, and living in adgaicable pouer- 
ty, and ſanity. Their praict was more mental 
then vocal ; tor they had not as yet books to 
ling the Canonical Houres ; and the. Saint 
taught them to. pray , and go fee , and | 
our Loxdin all, and by all his creatures, and \ 
to honor with particular reuareace/ Pricits ; 
and to belicuc firmly , and to dy for the faith 
which the Rowan Church taught: When they 
ſaw 2 tarx off any Church or Croſs, they pro« 


— .. —"W 


| ſtrated themſclues, and praied as the Sainthad 


taughtthem, Whillt thels holy Religious ment 
remained yet in this poor houſe, Saint Francts 
went one Saturday late inthe cuening to Aſi- 
furs , for that he was to preach vpon Sunday 
in the Cathedral Chucch; and beiog abſent, 
he appearcdin the night to his brethren in z 
charriot of fire, in which there was 2 globe 
reſplendent as the ſun; and the charciot made 
three turns about the houſe, to the great aſto- 
niſhacnt of the Religious: who received not 
leſs light in their fauls , then in their bodies; 
and vnderftood, that althoduth their father S, 
Francis was abſcetin body , yet he was pre= 
ſent in ſpirit , and thatit was he , whom God . 
ſhewed vato them in, that charriot of fires 
like another Elias , 4 Zealot of bis holy law. 
Attcrwards he went to the Hermitage of S. 
Mary of Pottiunculia', which the monks of S. 
Bencdi&t (whoſe it was) freely gaue him, that 
it might be the chicf Conucat of his Ocder, 
From thence he weat out to preach in the 
Villages and neighbouring towns: his Audi- 
tors looked vpon him, as 4 man of the other 
world , who bad his heart and cycs alwaics 
fixed vpon heauen ,'and by his works and 
words Gught to carry all mea thither, Many 
were conuerted by his extraordinary feruor, 
and of theſe he inſtituted the holy Order, 
whichhe calicd the Order of Penitents :and 
i great number of yoag virgins refoluedtor 
k-ep perpetual chaſtity : of whom the firſt; 
plant and ſpiritual daughter of father Saint. 
Francis , was the moſt holy Virgin Clara, 4 
moſt cleer mirror of all purity and fan&ity, 
and mother of the Religious, who are called 


| the poorDames, But many ethcrsbi.lding fares 


Ahhh well 
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well to all worldly things , followed Saint ' 


— Francis,as4 man and maſter ſent from heauen: 
O cr o- in ſuch ſorte that his holy family went on in- 
"BER. Creaſing cuery day morc and more, and filling 


the world witli the moſt ſwect and fragrant 
odor of their perfe vertues, Amongſt others 
was2 cettain religious man ofthe Order of the 
Cruciphers , called Maurice, who being in an 
Hoſpital neer to Aſſihum, giuen over by the 
Phyſitians, ſent to Saint Francis dcfiring him 
that he would pray to God for his health. The 
Saint praicd for him, and preſently took I litle 
bread, and crummed it into 2 litle of the oy] 


which burnedin the lamp before the Altar of | 


our Lady, andmingling it, ſentit him by one 
of bis Friars ſaying : Carry this medicin to 
our Brother Maurice by which he ſhall be 
cured , and ſhall be 2 valiant Soldier of our 
troup.Maurice took the medicin ; was cured, 
entred into the Order, and lived in great au- 
ſerity and ſanity of life , and perſeuered vn- 
till his death. Another a great Poet ( whom 
they called the King of Uciſes) came to fee 
the Saint ,and found him preaching in a Mo- 
naſtery , and ſaw in the time of the Sermon, 
two bright ſhining ſwords ,in form ofa croſs, 
the one reached trom the head of S. Francis 
to his fect , the other croſſed through his 
armes : and admiring at the viſion, and mouecd 
to compun&tion by it , he was converted, and 
took the habit with ſo great deuotion, that S. 
Francis changed his narne , and called him 
brother Pacificus: and he was the firſt Prouin- 
cial miniſter of France, and ſaw many times 4 
Croſs in the forchead ofthe holy father. In this 
manner our Lord went on calling new ſol- 
diers to this new order : and gathcring that 
flouriſhing and glorious army , which was to 
make ſo great 4 war againſt the infernal pow- 
'ers, The number of the bleſſed children of 
Saint Francis did ſo increaſe , that to diſperſe 
them ,ang todiſtribute thera into Provinces, 
and to aſſign them Provincial miniſters, a ge- 
neral chapter was aſſemblcd in Saint Mary of 
Portiuncula , and there came to it more then 
five thouſand Friars : and by the fauor of our 
Lord they had all their health , and wanted 
nothing that was neceſſary , and were ſpiritu- 
ally joytull and content. Atter the Saint had 
ſetled the gouernment of his Order, although 
he could not be preſent with his body in the 
Provincial chapters which were celcbrated, 
yet he was there in ſpirit , and ſomerimes by 
miracle appearcd in them. Ina chapter which 
was held in the city of Arles, Saint Antony of 
Padua preaching to the Friars vpon the title 
of the Crols , Teſus Natarenus Rex Fudeo- | 
1#um, the holy Patriarch was ſeen cleuatcd in 
the air , who bleſſed his children , with his 
bandsſtretched forth in torm of a Croſs, And 
another tin e as he was ſpeaking with his Fry- | 
ars of the things of God , our Lord Icſus 


Chiiſt appeared in the midſt oft 

them all his benedicion. The _ —_ 
that his rule , which was approved by __ 'n 
Innocent the third , ſhould alſohe con wy ne T. 
by Honorius the third who had faccecdet in i | 
in the Popedom. And to this Purpoſe God a 

uing commanded him by revelation tg wk 
another rule more ſhort ( for that the fir X 
ſomewhat long ) by the inflin& of the Hoh 
Ghoſt , he went vp into mountain withtvo 

of his brethren , and: faſting with bread, t 
water , and making continual and Gin 
praier, he cauſed the rule to be Witten God 
reucaled it to him. He came'down from the 
mountain, and gauetherulein Writing tothe 
Vicar for to keep , the Vicar by negligence 

loſt it, and the Saint returned into themour. 

tain, like another Moyſes , and cauſed the rule 

to,bc written again in the ſame words as be. 
fore,as if he had heard them from the mouth of 

God himſc]f. This was the rule that Honoring 
confirmed, in the cighth year of hisPopedon 

and Saint Francis exhorting his brethren to 

the abſcruance of it , was wont toſay,thathe 

had put-nothing into that rule of his own 

head, but that all tat wasin it, had been re, 
ucalcd from heauen, For at that time whenhe 

was in the mountain in praier, there came? 


voice from heaven, which ſaid three times: 


Francis ,in this rule there is #othing of thine, 
all is mine, and vill that it be kept accordins 
to the letter , for F know the forces of man, and 
the help that T Will giue bim. And 4 fewdaics 
after our Lord confirmed that rule , and the 
revelation with which'he had giucnit, in- 
printing his wounds in the body of the Serz- 
phical Father, as ſhall be ſaidafterwards, | 

' But who can worthily recount the ad- 
mirable and moſt ſublime vertues of this 
Seraphim ? To go about to write them is 
to enter into an immens ocean , of into 2 
moſt profound abyſs that has no bottom, 
Ofcach one of them might be made 4 whole 
book ; but we ſhall only colle& them in 
brief out of that which Saint Bonauenture 
writes more copiouſly in his life, And to begin 
with his pennance : he chaſtized his body 
with great rigour , and ſcarcely allowed it 
what was neceſſary to ſuſtain life ; and wi 
wont to ſay , That it Was wery bard to ati 
the neceſſity of the body , and not to obey its (t- 


ſaal inclinations. Very rarcly , valeſs he were 


ſick, did he cat any thing that was ereſſed 
with the fire, and when he did , be put ashc3, 
or water vpon it to mak it vnſauory- He 
drunk clecr water, and that very moderately, 
how great thirſt or heat ſoever he ſuffer 

Every day,asif he #ad been Novice, he found 
out new waics of motiſying himſelf, and of 
afflifting his fleſh. When he went abroad to 
preach , he eat what was giuepbim. His bed 
ordinatily was the ground and _— 


tly he ſlept ſitting ; taking for his bolſter 3 


ecce of wood ,or a ſtone, He went clothed 


h | 
Ocrs :thone ſingle, and poor coat 3 and being 23» 
F he 4 bd how he could cndure the ſharpencs ot the 


{ thinn clad ? he an{wered with 
feruor of ſpirit. He would not permit any ſoftz 
nes in his clothing, and ſaid that it was rather 
for the palaces of Princes, then the cottages of 
poor people, and when he felt any ſoftnes in 
his coat , he fowed it within with pack-thread, 


cold bein 


to make it rough. He added alſo , that he had | 


found by experience , that the diaels cafily 
tewptcd thoſe that wore ſoft garments , but 
were afraid of , and flyed rough ones. And 
when he ſaw that his habit was better, or new- 
er then that of his brethren, he would change 
for the oldeſt , and moſt worn : and cuen he 
made ſometimes his garment of the peeces and 
patches , which his þrcthren gaue him : and 
tor this cauſe the Prelates of the Order after» 
wards commanded theFryars,that they ſhould 
not change garments with him, nor accept of 
his, although he ſhoul give it them, But what 
ſhall I ſay of the purity and chaſtity of his ſoul? 
At the beginning of his conuerlion finding 
himſclf prefled with the ardor of concupil- 
cence, he caſt himſelf oftentimes in the win- 
ter into 2 ditch full of ſnow , to temper that 
infernal fire : chooſing rather to ſuffer 4 great 
cold in his body ,then ſuch 4 dangerous fire 
in his ſoul. Being one night in praier, the divel 
called him three times by his name, and ſaid 
ynto him : There is no ſinner ſo Wicked that God 
foes not pardon if be be conwerted , but be that 
kils bimſelf by indiſcrees pennances shall neucr 
find mercy. The Saint vaderſtood by diuin re- 
velation that the diuel went about to make 
himtepid, and he found in himſelfa moſt gric- 
yous temptation of the fleſh, He preſently 
ſtript himſelf, and began to diſcipline himſelf 
molt ſharpely , and with great feruor of ſpirit 
yent out of his ccll intoa garden,and rowled 
hisnaked body in the ſnow, and having made 
ſceuen great heaps or balls of the ſame ſnow, 
he ſaid: This great ones thy Wife , the others 
thy ſons and daughters , and ſeruants : cherish 
them be are ready to dy of cold ; but if this be 
painfull to thee, ſerne diligently God alone. With 
this divin fire he quenched the flames of the 
Other ſenſual fire , fo that he never felt an 
luch like thing more. And although he had 
obtained ſo great i vifkory ouer his fleſh, and 
It had been revealed to Frier Leo his compa- 
nion , that Saint Francis was reckoned in hca- 
ven amongſt thoſe that were Virgins in body, 
and ſoul , yet he was moſt wary 1n treating 
tamiliarly with women, and had ſuch a cuſto- 
y of his eyes when he ipoketo them,that he 
almoſt knew no woman by ſight. For he ſaid, 
iba by occaſions tbe ſtrong are made Yeak , and 
theweak are ouercome ; and that tv conue: ſe wigb 
#uch familiarity With Women , and nut to le 
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burnt, or findeed , is as hard , as to walk wpon 
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bot coals , or to keep fire in ones brftaf# , and not —— 
to be burnt, What bas & religous man to do +: 
(ſaid he) to treat Wirth women, wnles it be when © <T &- 


heares their confeſſion , or When he giues them 
ſome bort inſtru#1on to better their life ? He 
that thinks bimſelf ſecure ,is not cautions : aud 
the diuel finding vhat to take bold on , altbough 
it be but an bair, he makes & terrible var, This 
1s the Goarin of the Sceraphical father : which 
be taught more by his example, thea by his 
words: and for this cauſc he called his body 
brother aſs, becauſe it was to catry burdens,to 
be much beaten, and to catlitle, and that of 
cours food , And whenhe ſaw any onc idle, 
and that cat of other mens labours , he called 
him brother fly : becauſe he did nothing that 
was good, and ſpoyled the good which others 
did , and wastroubleſom and abominable to 
the reſt, In fine the bleſſed father lead ſuch 4 
life , and ſo ſpent himſclf withthe rigor of his 
pennances, that a few daics before he died, he 
asked pardon ofthis body ,for having treated 
it with greater ſcuerity then was neceſlaty : 
cxcuſing himſelf that he had ſo done for the 
greater ſecurity and guard ofthe chaſtity, and 
purity of his ſoul;and for the greater ſeruice & 
lory of God. Although he was fo rigorous to 
imſelf, he was not ſo to others, nor did auſte- 
rity pleaſc him when it was indifcrect:& ſo one 
night coming to a Fryer, who by rcaſon of his 
immoderate abſtinence could not ſlcep , and 
was in danger to ſpoyl his health, he broughe 
him ſome bread, and that he might cat it with 
leſs shame , the Saint himſclfbegan toeat with 
bim ;and ſodeliuered him out of that danger; 
and ſaid , that diſcretion is the miſtreſs and 
guid of vertues. | 
With this extreme auſterity Saint Fraticis 
joyneda moſt profound humility : for he was 
moſt humble, and in his own cycs moſt vile, 
and deſired that all ſhould repute him ſuch, and 
loued to be diſpraiſed , and ſhunned praiſes, 
and ſaid : That ewery one is ſogreat, as be is in 


the eyes of God, and nogreater. When the peo- 


ple praiſed him, and called him Saint,he com- 


manded ſome Fiier to giue him reprochtull. 


language and injurious words. And when he 
preached , oftentimes he told his faults in his 
ſermon, tothe end that his auditors might de+ 
ſpiſe him:and did other things more admirable 
then imitable , which were 4 certain fign of 
his great feruor, and moſt profound humility, 
He vicd great induſtry to hide the gifts of God. 
and when auy one praiſed him , he ſaid ! Ds 

not praiſe me, obo am not yet ſecure: noris any 
one to be praiſed Whom Woe kno not What be will 
be. And ofteatimes he ſaid vato his brethren : 

No body bas cauſe to boaſt , becauſe be does thoſe 
thinzs which 2 ſinner can do : as i: to faſt, ra 
weep , and to chaiſe bis flech , all Which ſomes 
fixners do ,this thing alone & ſinner can not do, 
fo Wit 
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' of pretious ſtones,and of an immens ſplendor, | 
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to wit 30 be faithful to his Lord. Tn this there« | neſses then any 


fore ve are arg to glory , if we render to God bis 
glory , if faithfully ſeruing bim , we aſcribe to 
him Yhatſoener he giues v5. From this humility 
it was that he would not be ordained Prici?, 
but alwaies remained in the degrce of Deacon. 
He bore a great reſpe& to Prieſts, & was wort 
to ſay : that if be should meet Yith 2 Prieſt, and 
together Yith 4 Saint that Were come down from 
beauen , be Would firſt kiſs the hand of the Prieſt, 
and afterwards do reverence totbe Saint;becauſe 
greater rejpet7 Was due to bim from Whoſe hand; 
he receined the moſt holy bony of our Lord. An 
cffc& of the ſame humility was his asking 
counſel of his SubjeAs , when there was any 


doubt , although he had the gift of Propkeſy, | 


and fo great heavenly light: andſo once,when 
he -was doubtfull, whether he ſhould preach, 
or giue himſclf to contemplation , he recom- 
mwendcd it to Frjar Sylueſter,and to the Virgin 
Saint Clare ,who aſter they had made their 
praicr , ſhould tell him their opinion , which 
was that he ſhould preach, and he followed it. 
For as Saint Bonaventure fajes, the true Mino- 
xite, was not aſhamed to atk litle things of 
thoſe that were leſs then himſelf, bauing learnt 
the great things of the Supreme Maſter, From 
the ſame humility proceeded that ſo ardent 
defire, that the bleſſed father bad to obey, and 
not to command, And for this cauſe he re- 
nounced the Genezalatc, and defired that they 
would appoint him a Guardian,whoſe ſubjett 
he might be, 1n his going from place to place 
he promiſed obedience to the brothes that he 
took with him for his companion , and kept 
It : and ſaid once, that amongſt other fauors 
that God had don him,one was, that bc would 
as Willingly ,and as diligently obey a Novice 
that had been but one hour in Religion (ifhe 
were given him for his Guardian)as he would 
the moſt ancient , and the moſt diſcreet of all 
the Fryess, Becanſe ( ſaid he ) the ſubje# ought 
not to regard the perſon Whom be obeyes, but God, 
WFo(e place be boldes , and for whom he obeyes. 
And being asked , how one that was troly 
obedient was to behave himſelf? He anſwered, 
that te was to be like a dead body, A holy 
Fryer companion to Saint Francis, being in 
praicr, ſaw 4 very eminent ſcatin heauen, full 


and asking him that ſheyed it biw, for whom 
that ſcat was kept ? it was anſwered him, for 
the humble Saint Francis, Aſter this viſion, 


heasked the Saint, what he thought ofhimſell? | 


and he told him : That he thowght be yas the 
greateſt fiuner in the Yorld; and the other de» 
manding how he could fay that with truth? ke 
an{ywered : For if God bad do! & robber ,or the 
greateſt ſine in the World, the fanors that be 
has don me ; be would baue teen more grateful, 
an1 better then I am : audi} he hat left me ty 


my ſelf , T sboutd kane committed 51eater Wicked | 


| 


— 
_— —_— 


| 


huwblc , obcyed the Cardinal , outofthe rc 
ſpe&,that be bore him, The ſecond nighttha 
he was in his houſe, aiter long piaier,deſrino 
to take 2 litle reſt ,the diuels came,and hi? 
ped him moſt cruclly, and gave him ſo man 
ſtrokes that he remained half-dead; he called 
his companion , and recounted t& him what 
had happened, and toldhim,that it wasa chiC. 
tiſewent of God, and that it was better to quit 
the Coutt , and to go amongſt the Poor of 
Chriſt , then to giue occaſiontothe Fryergto 
think , and ſay of him, that he loucdto be a, 
mong the Cardinals, made much cf himſelf 
and ſought after honor, and ſc forwuh in the 
morning he humbly excuſed himſelf to the 
Cardinal, and returned to his Convent, 
From this ſame humility ſprung the corlia 
affetion that he had to holy Foverty, which 
he called theQueen of vertues,tor having been 
ſo loued by the King of hcauen, and byhis 
moſt ſacred mother : and ſaid, that it was the 
foundation of his Order , and that God had 
taught him , that the entrance into Religion, 
ought to begin with pouetty ; and ſometimes 
he commanded to be pulled down houſes al- 
ready built , becauſe they ſeemedto himtoo 
ſumptuous, and contrary to Evangelical po- 
uerty. One time the Vicar of Saint Mary of 
Portiuncula telling bim, that the pouerty of 
that houſe was ſo great, that they hadnot whe- 
re withall to entertain the Fryers that caweas 
ſtrangers, and that it were goodto keep ſome 
of the money of the Novices that enticed, for 
3 reſcrue in time of need ;-the Saint anſyered 
him : Dear brother , in no bouſe vhatſieucr,nsþ 
we do any thing againſt therule.Jt irlerinon« 
yenient, that When there 15 neceſſity ,q0ubuu!d 
take aWay the ornaments from the vAltar of zbe 
glorious Virgin, to remedy it » tben to attempt 
any thing againſt the ww of pouanty; andt 
Virgin berſelf vill take it ingood part AShe wi 
travelling inthe way he ſaw a purs,whichſce 
med to be full of money ; his companio 
to the Saint ,that it were good to take it . 
to give the-money to the poor ,and althoug 
Saint Francis in the beginning didnotlke | 
jt , yet afterwards ſeing the impatience 0! bi 
companion, be made his praier,and __ 
ded him to take yp the you , and laying ; 
hand vpon it,there lept forth 4 Serpent,vi 
immediately together with the purs, van 
Another time jn another journey thete al 
red to him three poor maids, and Very like 00 
another in lature, vilage , andage:V « 
were Poverty , Chaſtity and Obedience? ; 
ſaluting them he ſaid : Welom Dame _—_ 
and with this they vaniſhed, When we | 
nether mere poorely clothed then biwits, 
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ſowe daicsin his houſe, and the Saint ben: very fy 
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him, that any one ſhould outgo him in po- 
verty. And fo the Saint having a cloak about 


©s ſoc ro him(being not well) met one day in the ſtreet 


. 


it. } 356 4 poor man, and gauc him the cloke ;and his 


companion going about to hinder him, he ſaid 
vnto him : 1 should eſt:em my ſelf 2 theeſ before 
God, if F #bould not giue this cloks to one poorer 
then my ſelf. And when any thing was given 
him, he was wont to ask leauc to giueit to 
another that was poorer , in caſe he ſhould 
mect with one z and when he found 4 poor 
man carrying of burden, he would help hini 
to carry it, He took 4 greater guſt in the alms, 
which he begged from door to door, then in 
\hoſe that were giuen him withoutasking;and 
when graue — invited him to dinner, he 
went firit to begg alms of the neighbors from 
door to door. And when he ſent his Fryers to 
beg , ſometimes he ſaid ynto them : Go , for 
this God ſent the Friers eMinorites into the 
world ; that bis ele} sbould giue them alms, and 
fulfill that mercy , of which the Fudge is to atk 
them an account at the day of 1 wizement,Vpon 
an Eaſter day being ſo far trom the villages, 
that he could not go to begg alms, deſiring to 
imitate our Lord, who vpon that day in the 
habit ofa pilgrim was inuited by the to diſs 
ciples that wert to Emays, he begged an alms 
of his own Friers , that were with hin, and 
they gaue it him,and the bleſſed father recciued 
it with great humility,and content, Being ſick 
ata place called Noceria,certain men carryin 
him to Aſhſhum , who had been fent thence to 
fetch hint thither , there to giue him phyſick, 
and to take care of him , in their way they 
found nothing to eat, to be bought with their 
money : and the Saint knowing of it , ordai- 
nedthey ſhould begg tot the loue of God, that 
which they could not get for money ; and 
doing ſo, they returned loaded with whatſoe. 
ver was neceſſary both for themſclues, and 
for the Saint. Agother time 4 perſon ofquality 
coming to ask the habit of him , he comman» 
ded him firſt to giue his goods to the poor. 
But he went and gaue them to his kindred, 
who were rich, and had no necd of them : 
which the Saint vnderſtanding , would not 
admit him, ſaying, That be bo knely not bow 
to giue bis goods to God, Youldleſs know boy to 
give bimſel{ : and ſo the man recovered his 
goods, and forſook his vertuous purpoſe. His 
therto of his loue to the poor, and to pouerty. 
But who is able to declare the burning loue 
Which this Seraphim had towards our Lord, 
and towards hisneighbors ? The thirſt which 
he had of the conuertion of fouls was moſt ar- 
dent, and he ſaid , that in order to this, exams» 
ple nad more force then words: and that thoſe 
preachers were to be deplored, whoia their 
Sermons did not ſeek the faluation of ſouls, 
but their own honor : and thoſe who pulled 


down with their bad lifc , that which they 
Tom. 2, 


built vp with their good dodtrin; & thatin the 
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day of Ivudgement it would be ſeen, that many ——» 


Lay, and ſimple perſons, were the cauſe of the 
conucrſion of many by their praiersand tears, 
although they did not preach to them by theic 
words. He made great account of filence in 
himſclf, and in his Friers,and faid , that it was 
not 4 ſmall vertu , and that ſentence of the 
Holy Ghoſt , which faics, that life and death 
arc in the hands of the tongue, was not ſo 
much to be ynderſtood of the pleaſure in ca- 
ting, as in ſpeaking. And he could not endure 
that any one ſhould murmur againſt another: 
and one time hearing that 4 Fryer ſpoke ill of 
another, he gaue order to the Guardian dili- 
gently to enquireafter the fault, and that ifhe 
tound that he who wasaccuſed, was innocent, 
he ſhould ſo ſeuerely puniſh the accuſer, that 
all ſhould take notice of him, He was yery cha- 
ritable to the ſick, andtothe poor and needy. 
And one*titne becauſe one of his Religious 
ſpoke ſharpely to a poor man, that importuned 
him for an alms, he commanded him to caſt 
himſelf at the feet of the poor. man, and to 
ack him pardon , ſaying that the poor repreſent 
Chriſt poor ; and his mother the Virgin Mary 
poor , and for this cauſe they are to be (pokenvnto 
vith ſweetnes ,, and cnility. This louc to his 
neighborsdid flow, as from its fountain , from 
an entire loue ofourLord, which burned in his 
heart. For it 'was a thing of great admiration, 
to ſee how atdent and how inflamed thatfire 
of diuin loue was, with which this Seraphin 
was conſumed: ſo'that not contentiag himſelf 
with the much he did and ſuffered for this 
loue ; he reſolued togo preach in Syria tothe 
Moores, and-the other Jafidels , out of the 
great dcefire which he had to dy for his Lord. 
He embarked in the ſixth year of his conuer- 
fion, but Kraight there aroſc Atempeſt, which 
droue them vpon the Coaſt of Sclauonia, and 
finding no commodity to paſs on further, he 
was forced to return back again, Afterwards 
he departed for Mauritania to preach to Mira- 
mamolin, and went on his way with ſo great 
feruor and defireot Martyrdom,thatalthough 
he was very weak , and much ſpent, yet his 
companion was not able to hold pace with 
him ;but it pleaſed God , that in Spain he was 
taken with a grieuous ficknes , and by reaſon 
of it, andcettain buſineſſes of is Order, and 
diuers accidents, he could not poſſibly go into 
Mauritania. In fine in the thirteenth year of 
his conuerfion , not being able to reſt tor the 
burning defire he had of Martyrdom, at that 
time when there was i moſt bloody war be- 
tweentheChriſtiansand the Moores, he paſled 
through many dangers into Syria , with his 
companion Hluminatus 4 man of adwirable 
vertue, They fell into the hands of the Moo- 
res, who handled them very rudely and vn« 
worthily, beating and whipping thew, and in 
Iii feiters 
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ſetters carried them to the Sultan of Babylon, 
which was that which the Saint dcfired. He 
preached to the Sultan with great courage and 
teruor, the myſtery of the moſt Holy Tyinity, 
and ofthe Incarnation of the ſon of God, and 
offcred himfeltto go into I great fire, in proof 
of the faith which hc preached, if the Prieſts 
of Mahomet would go in in defence ofthcirs: 
and although they would not, yet, he ſaid, 
that he would gointo the fire, if they would 
promiſe him to be converted to Chriſt our 
Lord , incaſe that he came out of the fire with- 
out harm. But the Sultan fearing ſome revolt 
of his people, would not admit of the condi- 
tlon , but admiring the conſtancy of the Saint, 
and his contempt of all earthly things , and 
that he would not accept of the rich gifts, 
and jewels of preat price which he offered 
him , neither for hiaſclt , nor todiſtribute a- 
mongſt the Churches , and the poor Chriſti» 
ans, he honored him beyond meaſure, and 
entertained him with all civility:and the Saint 
ſcing that in place of the Martyrdom, which 
he ſought after, he had found honor and cour- 
tcous entertainment , by a diuin rceuelation 
which he had, he returned into the territories 
of the Chriſtians, 

This ſame charity was cauſe that S. Francis 
wasalwaics employcd in the meditation and 
contemplation of our Lord, and that he lived 


by praier.For he that loues much, defires much | 


to conucrs with the-perſon that he loues, and 
puttes all his treaſures and happines in that 
which he eſteemes his ſupreme good ;and all 
his entertainments and delights are to confi» 
cer its excellencys and greatneſles, as Saint 
Francis did. Who in teſtimony of this affe&ion, 
repeated oftentimes in his praiers, Dews mes, 
oc omnia , my God and all things, For in him 
he ſaw,and found all things ;and out of him 
clleemed nothing, nor judgedany thing wor- 
thy of regaid, Eucry year alter the feaſt of the 
Ephiphany , he retired himſelf, in honor of 
the forty daics which Chiiſt our Lord was in 
the deſert , and ſbutting himſelf vp in a cell, 
he employed all that time 1a praicr, faſtivg 
moſt rigorouſly. He communicated very often, 
and in a manner ordinarily in communicating 
he ſuffered anextaſy, and his mind remained 


7apt , and ſuſpended, Ne recited the Canonical | 


Hourcs with great deuotion and reverence, 
alwalcs ſtanding , and barcheaded , without 
leaning, how ill ſocuer he was, And when he 
travelled he alwaics ſtopped at the- time of 
praicr, and ſaid, that if the body Wben it eates 
corruptible food , deſires to be With repoſe , Wby 
showld not this be granted the ſoul , When it takes 
and feeds pon beawenty ſufenance tle was very 
deuout to the names of God , and of lcſus 
Chriit : and when he found them vpon the 
ground, or in any vndecent place , he would 
deuoutly take them vp , and put them ſome- 


where with more decency : and he hat Icon 


dial reverence to all the relicks of$aint 
time praying in a deſert Church, he ade 
ſtood by reuelation , that there were tet 
certain relicks, which were not kept with S 
reuerence;he commanded his religious totake 
them, and to carry thero into their Church 
They negleQed to do what the boly Batber 
had commanded them ; but our Lord gig not 
neplc& to comfort his ſervant : for by the 
divin power the holy bones were tranſlaed 
and when Mals was about to be laid they were 
tound vpon the Altar reſplendent and With 3 
heaucnly tragrancy. Although he felt 5 wor. 
derfull rendernes of deuotion inall themyſte. 
ries of the lite ot our Saviour, yet in none ſy 
much as 1n that of his ſacred Natiuity by tez« 
{on oj the poverty, cold,and nakednes,which 
are repreſented vnto vs in the ſtable and crib 
of Bethleem. And ſo once , having firſt obtai. 
ned leaue of the Pope (that it might not be 
attributed to leuity) one Chriſtmas night, he 
cauſed ſtraw to brought , and an ox ,and an 
aſs, and 4 great multitude of people, and his 
religious to meet together, and with great ſo. 
lemnity of Muſick and lights , Maſs tobe (aid 
in 2 manger , and the Saint in it ſogg the 
Ghoſpel , and preached to the people of the 
Natiuity ofthe poor king; and cuery time that 
he named him , he called him the infant of 
Bethlecm with an in explicabledevotionand 
tendernes, The people kept as Relicksof the 
hay that had beenin that manger, and it ſer- 
ucd ther to free them from greatdangers, and 
to Cure many diſcaſes amongſttheir catle, He 
had i very particular deuotion towards the 
moſt ſacred Virgin Mary our BleſſedLady,and 
took her for Aduocatreſs for himſelf and for 
his Religious , and in her honor faſted from 
the feaſt of Saint Peter and Saint Paul vatill 
her Aſſumption, Aſter this feſtivity , he ao 
faſted other forty daies, and praiedanuch out 
of deuotion to the Angels, and eſpecially t0 
Saint Michacl the Archange},and at all Saints 
he faſted other forty daies : and vader the &- 
cuſe of theſe Lents , he ſpentthe whole yeat 
in faſting and praier, Notwithſtanding the mi 
ny and great troubles which the diuels evra 
viſibly cauſed him to withdraw him tron 
praiecr, hc alwaies remaincdfitm and conſtant, 
and they could never divert him, por make 
him'flacken his deuotion , and according to 
the meaſure of his great affcQion and tendet- 
nes for God, was the abundance of the gs 
and ſpiritual comforts , which God wit) 
moſt liberal hand gauc him. For many rk 
being in praicr, he was raiſed rphons 
ground , and one time he was ſeen in 
air, <nuironed with 4 reſplendent _ : 
tentimes vpon the way as he trauclled /" 
viſited , and recreated by onr Lord with 
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more lealurely , and alone , he made thoſe 


4 that went with him to go before : for he en+ 


© Yr o- deauored with great care to hide his vertues, 
(ts ,nd the viſitations andillultrations, and cheri- 


ſhings of our Lord: who leemes to hauc cho« 
{cn this Bleſſed Patriarch, to enrich him as 


manifeſted things to come, but alſo he diſco- 
uered the ſecret thoughts ofthe heart,and the 

moſt inward defires of the ſoul, and the ſcru- 
| ples of the conſcience, And of ſome finners 
that were in a badeſtate, he foretold,that they 


much intcriourly , as he tal made himſelf | would amend themſelues ; and ſome thatin 


oorextcriourly;and becauſe he had humbled 
himſelf, and looſed himſclf fron the loue of all 
crcatures, he exalted him, and made him Su- 


eciorto themall, as we ſhall ſee by and by. | 


For firlt of all he illuminated the vaderſtan- 
ding of Saint Francis with a ſauerain light, 
an with 4 wiſcdom that is not taught in 
books ; but which comes down from heauen: 
h- infuſed into bim the knowledge of the holy 
Scripture , andthe incftable myiterics of our 
holy religicn : morcouer he gave him the 
oilt of Prophely to foretell things which were 
to happen a long time after. The army of the 
Chriſtians being about Damiata and prepa- 
ring to joyN batle with the encmy, he aduiſed 
them not to hight, for that they ſhould be over- 
come:they would not belicuc him,and fo were 
routed and ruined. Vpon 4 time an honorable 
Soldier inuited him to catat his houle,and re- 
ceived] him into it with great deuotion, The 
cnt before they ſat down to table made his 
praier, and called the ſoldier aſide, and told 
him, that in recompence of that charity,which 
he had ſhewed to the poor of Iefas Chriſt, he 
would aducitife him that he ſhould not cat at 
that table, but ia the other lite, and that there- 
fore he ſhould go to conleſſion with a true 
grief and entire repentance of all hisſins, The 
ſoldier did ſo, confeſſed tothe companion of 


the Saint ,ſet in order his conſcience, aud the | 


things of his houſe, according as the ſhortnes 
of the tine did permit ; and as thoſe that 
werc inuited were fitting down to table, all 
on the ſudden he ex(fpired, A Prebend of a 
bad liſe, was very ſick in bed without being 
able to moue himſelf , he cauſed himſclt to be 
carried to the Saint, and beſought him with 
many tears to make the fign of the croſs ypon 
him: the Saint anſwered him, why wouldeſt 
thou haue me do that which thou askeſt me, 
ſeing thou art an enemy of the croſs , and 
locontrary vato it in thy life? But forthe de- 
uotion of thoſe that are here, who ask it of 
me with ſo great importunity, I will make the 
hon of the Croſs vpon thee , with this premo- 
nition thatI giue thee in the name of our Lord, 
that if delivered from this ſigknes thou return 
to thy vomit, thou $balt fall into greater miſe» 
rics, tor thy ingratitude. The man was cured 
by theſign of the croſs,but did not giue thanks 
to God for the health which he had giuen 
him , nor did he amend his life , but returned 
to his light courſes, and bcing aſlcep one night 
in a Canons houſe, the roof of the houſe tell 
Cown , and all the others that were in it cfca- 


the cycs of men ſeemed to be good and wor- 
thy of praiſe, he aduertiſed then of the bad life 


befall them for the ſame, Uponatime two of 
bis Religious having been 4 journey and re- 
turning home , the elder of them did ſome 
things which gaue ſcandal to the yonger : 
when they came yato the Saint , he asked the 
yonger, how his companion had behaued hime 
(elf in the way, and he anſwering ( that he 
might not blame bis companion,and diſcoucr 
his tault)that he had behaved himſelf well; the 
Saint laid, fee that thou docit not tellaly ynder 
the pretext of humility : exſpe&a while , and 
thou shalt ſee what will happen. A few daies 
after,he who had giuen the ſcandal , went our 
of Religion,our Lordſo permitting it, becauſe 
he had not done pennance for his fault; and 
to manifeſ} withall the chaſtiſement of his ju- 
ſtice, and the prophetical ſpirit which he had 
giuen his ſcruant. Another time coming to 
vil his Religious , and to ſpeak with theas 
about heauenly matters, as he was wont,they 
told him that there was one amongſt theny 
of a ſingular ſanity, and of an admirable life, 
of great praier, and fo gincn to ſilence, that 
euenhe would not confeſs but by figns , that 
he might not ſpeak. The Saint did not like it, 
and reprehended them for praifing that fingu« 
larity, and ſaid vato them, this isnot the ſpirit 
of Gad, but of the diuel; adiabolical tempta- 
tion , and not the diuin vertue : and as he had 
ſaid, ſoit proucdto be: for by the light of hea« 
en he penetrated the heart of that poor reli« 
gious ran, who by that deccitfull hngularity 
{eparated himſelf from the common and holy 
conuerſation of the reſt. Our Lord alſo gaue 
him a great dominion ouer the creatures ; 
which recreated and ſerued him. For the Saint 
conſidering, how God made all things out of 
nothing , he called the creatures brothersand 
ſiſters, how vile focuer they were, andeſpe> 
cially thoſe which repreſented the meeknes 
of Chriſt ,as lambs and ſheep. Oac time at $« 
Mary of Portiuncula they gaue himas an alms 
4 living ſheep, and he recciucd it very willin- 
gly ,as being 4 Symbol of innocency and fime 
plicity; andexhorted it to liuc in the Conuent 
without diſquicting the Religious and to afſift 
at the divin praiſes ; and fo it did, For when 
the Religious went to the Quire , the ſheep 
centred into the Church , and fell vpon its 
k aces, and bleated before the altar of oar Lady, 
as it were (aluting her , and alſo when in Maſs 
the Maſt holy Sacrament was elcuated , it 
bowed 
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ping , he alone was killed. And he not only _____ 
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bowed its knees ,as adoring our Lord. Alſo 
at Rome Saint Francis had another lamb which 


Dcro- he tavghttoaſliſtat Maſs , andatthe Canoni- 


B E Re 


Houres: and when the Saint went abroad, 
he recommended it to the carc of 4 noble ma- 
tron ,and if ſhe were ſlow in the morning to 
Is toMaſs,the lamb by its bleating called vpon 

cr ,and byits head, and geſtures made figns 
that ſhe was to go to the Church. Alſooften+ 


- timesthe fiſhes, rabbeR, and hares came into 


his bands, and boſam , and would not go from 
him vatill he had given them his benediCtion. 
Travelling one time by the lakes of Venice, 
there were 4great number of birds ſinging a- 
mongſt the reeds and ſhrubs ; and he ſaid to 
his companion , our ſiſters the birds praiſe 
their Creator, let vs go amongſt them , and 
ſing there to our Lord the Canonical Houres. 
They went to them, and the birds were not 
afraid of them , nor did they fly away : and 
when: by reaſon of their ſinging they dia not 
well hear one another the verſes which they 
fung;,S. Francis faid to the birds. Siſters birds 
kauc off your ſinging vatill we haue madean 
end of paying.our Lord his due prailes, A 
ſtrange thing toconſider,the birds were Rill, 
and filent , votill that Saint Francis and his 
companion very leiſurely made an end of their 
Canonical Houres ; and then the Saint gaue 
them leaue , and they ſung as before. Another 
time there was a graſhopper ſinging in a figg- 
tree, ncer to the cell of the Saint at S. Marys 
of Portiuncula 2 one'day he calledher to him, 
and ſhe came, and fat vpon his hand , and he 
ſaid vnto her , my ſiſter graſhopper, ſing, and 
praiſe thy creator:{he did ſo without ceaſing 
yntill that the Saint commanded her to return 
tohcr place, and for cight daies ſhe went and 
came to him, obcying him, and finging,vntill 
the Saint faid to his Religious ; let vs diſmiſs 
ſiſter graſhopper , who has don very well, ex- 
citing vs theſe cight daics to the prailes of God. 
He gaue her leaue to be gon, and ſhe ncuer 
appeared more. Witha hauke alſo and4 phea- 
ſant there paſſed admirabie things, and proper 
102 man, to whom our Lord had given domi- 
nion oucr the birds,and over all his creatures, 
as:is-to be ſeen: by that which happened to 
himanother time, Going to preach, he found 
inthe. way 2 great number of birds of diffe- 
zent kinds and colours, which were ſinging, 
and be went to them, and as if they had had 
yvnderſtanding abey became ſtill and quiet,and 
looked vpon him after an vawonted manner, 
and bowed down their heads : he ſeing their 
-attention , began to preach to them, and to 
ſay :-my brethren Birds, you are much obliged 
to. praile your Creator, tor that he has clothed 
you with teathers,, and giucn you wings to 
fly with,and 4.pure and ſpatious airto recreate 
in , and without'any care, or ſolicitude of 
yours, ſuſtains. and conſerues you. And the 


birds hearing theſe words reio ; 
forth their — , and wha Jer prn » 
other fignes of gladnes and content, Kf 
although the Saint touched them with hi And 
ments going amongſt them,none of the = 
red vatill he had giuen them his Nalurdng 
& leauc, It was octaleſſer miracle that whit) 
one time, when he was preaching in a yil 6 
happened to him with the ſwallows wh 
ſung ſo importunely, that he could __ m 
in his Sermon : for the man of Godt 4 
himſelttowards them, with 4 16ud nk. ys 
vnto them: my ſiſters ſwallows it isng "0 
that T alſo ſpeak,ſeing hitherto you haveſ rH 
be filent yatill the Sermon be ended Hey 
attentiue: and as ifthey had had reaſon; 
diately they were ſtill, and Qlirred not rail 
he ended his Sermon, and with his benediftc 
flew away, God our Lord did not giue ti 
command over the ſwallows only to $i 
Francis himfelt, but alſo to ſomeot his hol 
companions for his merits, For in the city of 
Paris, this miracle of the ſwallows = 
we have recounted, hauing been diuulved 
one of his children was 4 ſtudying, a(walloy 
with her troubleſom finging took away his 
attention, and he ſaid to his companion ; this 
(wallow is ſurcly one of thoſe that diftures 
our holy Father, and hindered him from prez 
ching vatill he had commanded them to he 
filent ;and turniug himſelf to the ſwallow.he 
ſaid vnto her, in the name of Francis the {er. 
uant of God, I command thee preſently to 
hold thy peace, and to come vnto me, Imae- 
diately ſhe left her chattering , andcame into 
his hands : and the vertye of the Scraphical 
Father was more known , and the fingular 
grace which our Lord gaue him ouerthecrea- 
tures, and his children for his ſake. 

Bur it is not ſo great a maruel that the birds 
and the other creatures that have ſenſe ſhould 
obey Saint Francis, as to ſee that the fire and 
inſeafible things, ſhould ſubjeR themſelucs 
to his will and command, The man of God 
had 4 very great gift of tears, and his eyes wete 
two continual fountains which diſtilled then, 
& hereby he came in a manner toloſe hisfiyht, 
and was advertiſed by 3 Phyſitian ,thatithe 
did not repreſs his tears, without doubt be 
would become quite blind. The Saint anſwe- 

red: Brother Phyſstian,the ſpirit has not received 
the benefit of the light for the flesb but the flecb fr 
the ſpit ; and ve ought not for the lowe of thu 
fozbe, which is common to v1 vith thefijes $8100 
impediment 10 the ſpiritual fight , and fiw 
comfort. And when they beſought bimthat # 
leait he would permit himlclt to be ſeared 
with a hot 1ron for the help of his eyes,be vi 
content, becauſe it was painfull and wholſom 
remedy. Whea the Surgeon was about i0 3 
ply the ſcaring iron , the Saint ſpoke 0!" 


fc, ſying vnto it : Brother fire, God ba wait 
WI: 
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te 4 very beautiful, and afline, and pofitable | fromthe top to the bottom, & although it wag 
tching <Y, Creature, (6s that thow beeſb now to me mild, and | new it was rcady to fall down ; the Phyſiti .n - <— 
making Who garteows © 7 beſeech the great Lot wbo made | deſired ſome thing that the Saint had toucht #4- 
t. And OY thee, that thow burn me gently, that F may be | withhis hands: and after much importunity,at Ooro- 
is pate "Y eto endure thee, He was ſcared very deep | laſt the Friers gauc him ſome few of the hairs ***: 
en (tire fom the car to the eye-brow , but he felt no | of Saint Francis : he took them, and put them 
dition, inat all, He was once very ſick &petceiuing | that night betwixt the chinks , which were 
t which hiaſclf to be very weak he askedfor 2 litle | made in the walls of his houſe, and in the 
villape, yine ; but there being none , hecommanded | morning he found them fo cloſed , that there 
, which © fowe water to be brought him, he made the | remained no fign of them, and the building 
tgoon I fg" ofthe croſs yponit, and it was conuerted | very ſtrong , not being able to pull out the 
turning into very excellent wine , and drinking a | hairs, which he hadput in. The other is that 
ice ſaid taught of ic be was immeditely cured and | a Religious man, and one that feared God, 
Ow tine ©} yell. Another Lime finding himſclit much wea- | had 4 cord with which the Saint was wont to 
ue ſung, I tied and ſpent , he defired 2 litle muſick ,to | gird himſelf : and there being in the town 
, and be I cxhilarate and cheer vp his ſpirits , yet ſuch | where he dyeclt many fick people of divers, 
n imme. Y ya his religious modeſty that he would not | and grieuous diſcaſes , he went tothe houſes 
vt vntill © ak for any 3 but our Lord that night gave | of thoſe that were ſick, and gaue them 2 litle 
xediftion WY him muſick ſo ſweet and heauenly,that he ſee- | water to drink , in which that cord had been 
ive the I med to himſelf to be already in the other | Reeped , and with this they recoucred their 
to Saint I yorld. Another time going to preach, he was | health, The third is , that the city of Arezza 
his holy I overtaken with 2 very dark night, and the way | being ready to deftroy it felf , by the diſſen- 
ie city of © yasdangetous by reaſon of a river,and certain | fions , fations, and ciait broyls which were 
, Which I kakesthat were in it; his companion that went | rifen in it, the Saint went thither to appeaſe 
ulzed.z I yith bim, faid voto him : Father ,ask of God | them. They lodged biat in a houſe withoue 
(walloy Y that he would preſerac vs from this danger. | the walls, and he ſaw the divels ouct the city 
away his J The Saint anſwered, Gods omnipotent , if be | very jocund, as it were kindling the fire of 
ion ; this I] pluſe be can give v2 light. As be was ſaying | thote diſſenſions ; immediately he called his 
diſturded YI theſe words , there appeared a great and clear | companion ( who was Frier Syluefter ) and: 
compre I light, which laſted chem vntil they came to | bad bim go to the gate of the city , and with 
xm to be II their lodging , but others , that went the ſame | 21oud voice, andin vertue of obedience com» 
allow.he WY yay, flaw not the light, 2 mand the diuels in the name of God forth» 
is the ſer: But who is able torecount the other innu+ | with to depart thence. The Saint comman- 
elently to I merable miractes, with which our Lord hono+ | ded! s the divcls immediately obeyed , and 
ie, Imme- IF redSaint Francis y in his life , and after bis | the city laying down their arms , returned to 
came into WY deub?He caſt ont many duels ; gaue fight to | their ancient peace , and all were made 
Scraphical W many blind, cured many lame and maimed, | friends- : 
e ſingular JI wdreſtored the dead to life , gaue children to | But the greateſt, and moſt rare, andadmira- 
1 thecrea» JF vomen that were barren, and delivered from | ble miracle of all,is that ot the Sacred wounds 
anger thoſe that were in childbirth , freed | which our Lord imprinted in the body of this 
t the birds I the impriſoned our of priſon, and thoſe that . great and celeſtial prodigy ;to the end rhat 
-nſe ſhould YI yere at ſea from horrible tempeſts. The bread | notonly hismoſt pure ſoul, but alſo his body, 
he fire and I vhieh the Saint bleſſed, the raggs of his bro« might be3 liuely and perfe& pifture of Ielus 
themſc)ues I ken, and poor habit ,the cord with which he | Chriſt. The ſtory how It paſſed, isreccounted 
an of God FF git himſelf, the watcr with which he waſhed | by Saint Bonaucnture in this manner, Two 
s eyerwert Þ lis hands and feet, and any thing that had | years before the holy Father died he reti: 1 
tilledthem, Y wucht him, was & Souerain medicin againſt | himſclf intothe mountain of Aluern (which - 
le his fight, (iſeaſes, 4 remedy againſt aduerfities ; and  f is in the Province of Tuſcany) the more to 
| thatithe I comfort ,and caſe in labors. tn fine all thoſe give hinfelf ro praicr ,and 'to faſt, as he was 
t doubt be II latin their infirmitys and dangers, with de< | wont , the Lent of Saint Michael. At that 
zint anſye- wtion, and confidence inuoked him, found | time our Lord comforted,and illuminated him' 
not receind temedy, as is to be ſeen more at large in his | in an extraordinary wanner , and revealed 
che flubſm I lik which Saint Bonaventure writ,andin the | ynto him, that he ſFould open the book-of 
Lowe of thi Uitonicle of the holy Order of the Minorites. | the Ghoſpels , for there he would tell him, 
fyergu Lyill only recount the miracles, which ſeem | what he intended to work in him , and by 
and cele fu One very remarkable. The firſt was, th2t the | him, In compliance with what God had com- 
him that 2! nousfather having been very ſick, 3 certain | manded him , he firſt made his praier , then 
0 be (cared Paylitin with great care cured him , and the | rook from the Altar the book of the Gholpels, 
eyes, he wit t being not able to pay him, recompenced | and bad his companion , x perfe& and holy 
nd whollon lie chariry which he had receiued of the Phy- man, Open it three times; he opencd it , and 
:bout 10 37 JF flan,inthis manner. This Phyſician had built | all the three times they found the Rory of our 
poke toil! I Ilouſe with great coſt. The houſe was clouen 
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Lords Paſſion. The Saint preſently vnderſood;: 
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that Gods will was, that as in aftions he had 
—” imitated the life of Chriſt our Saviour , ſo 
O cx o- before he died, he was to be conformed to him 
' 'BER. in affictionsand dolours, The day ofthe feaſt 
of the Holy Croſs came , which is the four 


certain great miracles ,to confi 

the fond wounds of the , - 
Saint Francis: One was that Pope Gt, a Gcrs 
the ninth ( whom the Saint had ion bi : 
th at he ſhould be exalted to the chair of 


teenth of September , and he being in praier 
that morning in the ſide of the mountain , 
and with his heart all on fire withdiuin loue, 
and tranſported into our Lord, he ſay a Sera- 
phim come down from heauen with fix bur- 
ning wings , and very reſplendent , who by 
3 ſwift flight put himſelf in the air neer the 
place where he was; and between his wings 
there appeared to hima man crucified,nailed 
hands and feet vpon acroſs. Two wingsof the 
Seraphin were lifted vp aboue the head of the 
Crucifix, and two covered the whole body, 
and the other two were ſtretched forth as to 
fly. Ja this viſion were imprinted in the bands, 
fect, & fide of the Seraphical father the wounds 
of the ſame figure, which he had ſeenthemin 
that Seraphim. In the holes there remained as 
it were nails of hard fleſh,the heads whereof 
were round and black , and they were ſcen in 
the palms ot his hands , and in his feet, in the 
vppcr part of the inſtep. The points were 
long, and went beyond the skin , and were 
turned back as ifthey bad been clenched with 
i bammer. The woundof his right fide was 
like a red (car ; out of which oftentimes there 
flowed fo much blood , that it coloured the 
habit and drawers of the Saint; w ho thus fauo- 
red by our Lord with theſe ſacred wounds, 
ſcemed to be his living pifture ; and rather a 
Scraphim come from heaven that dwelt vpon 
earth, then 4 mortal man, But withall he was 
ſo humble , ſo confounded, and ſo vile in his 
owneyes, that he endeauoured nothing more, 
then to conceal this ſo great ,and ſo ſingular 
a.gitt of God. To this purpoſe cucr after he 


covered. bis bands with his habit , and wore 


ſhoos vpon his fect , and drawers ſolong that 
they couered the wound of his fide. But our 
Lord who gauc him them tor to honor him , 
and to wake him glorious in the world , 
would that they ſhould be fecn , and known, 
and. be ennobled with many miracles , and 
with divers and divin rcuclations, They 
were ſeen whilſt the holy father liucd , by 
many Religious of his Order : who atteſted 
the ſame vporn oath, Some intimate friends 
ſaw them : who both by word , and writing 
gauc tcitimony of them. Pope Alcxander 
the fourth ſaw them: and in a Sermon ( at 
which Saint Bonaucnture was preſcnt ) he 
ſaid, that himſclf had ſeen them with his own 
eyes. Apd after his death they were cuidently 
ſcen by more then fifty of his Religious:and 
by Saint Claze,and all her Nunns, and agin- 
numerable multitude of Secular people, that 
wet at his emcrrement. And belides'ſo many , 
and {uch graue. witnelles , our Lord wrought 


, 


Saint Peter ) doubting of the wound of his 
fide, one night Saint Francis appearedto kw, 
and with 4 ſcuere countenance reprehended 
him for that his doubt lifted VP his right ag 
and diſcouered the wound which wasin tha 
fide, and asked him vial to receiuethe blood 
which came out of it, He offered avialinthe 
viſion , and it was filled with the pretious 
blood which flowed from the wound, Ano. 
ther tine he appeared to one of his Order 4 
preacher , and of great fame, and reprehended 
bim for that he had curiouſly gon about to 
find out the manner bow thoſe divin mak; 
were imprinted , and becauſe he could not 
well vnderſtand the reaſon of them, had begun 
to doubt,or hauc ſuſpition ofthem, At Poten. 
tia, a City of the Province of Apuliain th; 
kingdom of Naples, 4 certain Prieſt lookny 
vpon the piture of Saint Francis doubtec 
the miracle of his wounds, and immediately bc 
telt himſelfſtroken inthe palmof hisleſthand, 
and putting off his glone, found it woun:rd, 
and acknowledging his fault, asked pardon of 
the Saint, and by his interceſſion obtainedite 
Cure both of his ſoul , and hand. In thePro- 

vince of Riete there happened ſuch 4 cul 

Kind of Peſtilence among the catle both 

great and litle, that it kilied them all; it yas 

rcucaled to A certain man that feared Godhat 

he ſhould go to the Conyent of the Fries, 

and ask ofthem fore water with which Saint 

Francis had waſhed his hands, and fect, and 

ſprinkle it vpon the oxen and ſheep tains 


ted with the peſtilence. He did fo, andallthe 


catle that were beſprinkled with that ater, 
for that it had touched the ſacred youndsot 
the Saint , were cured , to the admirationof 
all the pcoplc. Before that Saint Fraps tt- 
cciued theſe wounds in the mountain of dl 
verne, it was much infeſted with rempelt, 
and lightening and much hail which fell fon 
heauen , and ſpoiled the fruits of the card: 
but fince that place receiucd ſo great 3 #0 
from heaucn, heayen it ſelf ſeems to be pi 
cified,and it is ſo changed,that the inhabitant 
thereabouts ſuffer no ſuch calamity from 
as formerly, In finc the holy Roman Chy 
has approucd the ſtupendious miracle 0 
ſacred wounds of the Seraphical father Sin 
Francis by the Apoſtolical letters, which 
Popes, Gregory the ninth , and Alex p 
the fourth , and Benedid the elcucath wio 
of them : and by commemorating 
wounds in the Roman Martyrologc en ; 
ſcucnteenth of September , by the O! -- 
Pope Sixtus the fifth : and by celebrating 


8 


vpon the ſame day with particular = Oe 


# 
Wn 


4 Holincls Paul the fifth, 
)c:2Þ0cro- Our Lord did not only imprint the marks 
wu} 328 ofhis crols and Paſſion,in the fide, and hands, 
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office all ouer the Church by the graunt of his 


and fcet of Saint Francis, to honor him with 
his livery vpon carth, butalſo to the cnd that 
he ſhould ſuffer more,and by his great afflii- 
ons and dolours, be 4 pourtrait of the dolours 
and torments ot the Croſs of the ſame Chrilt, 
Wherefore from the time that he received the 
facced wounds , he ſuffered aioſt violent and 
painfull inhiemities, which ſo conſumed him, 
that he became only skia and bones ; and fee- 
med rather a liuely pifture of death , then a 
luing man, 4nd he bore his fufferings with 
ſuch 3 ſtrange patience , that he beſought our 
Loid, that befides thoſe pains tie would ſend 
him others much greater if it were his will. He 
told his Religious long before that God had 
rcucaled vato him his death , and when it was 
to be : and vpon the very day that he died, he 
aduertiſed then that he was to dy that day. In 
his laſt ficknes he cauſed himſelf to be carried 
to Saint Marys of Portiuncula : and when 
he was ready to giue vp the Ghoſt, as 4 true 
Jouer of Pouerty (to be like vnto Chrilt who 
died naked vpon the Croſs) he put off all his 
clothes , and proſtrated himlſelt v pon the bare 
earth ; & that the wound of his fide might not 
be ſeen, he concred it with his left hand. They 
all began to weep , and he ſaid vatothem: F 
bretheren , baue don that Which belonged to me, 
do you that Wbich Chri/t sball teach you. A Fiier 
whom the Saint was wont to call his Guars 
Cian, vaderſtood theſe words , and took an 
old habit , and gaue him it, ſaying 3 Brother, 
Jou baue not A babit to ayin , becauſe you are 
pbor, 4 bezger, and naked: this babit ve giue you 
as an-alm, ,and for the lowe of God; nor is it 
£uen you , but lent you , and do you receine it in 
vertue of holy obedzence. The Saint rejoyced 
beyond meaſure, to ſee himſelf dy begging an 
alms, and in 4 garment that was leat him,and | 
for this he gaue God many thanks , and com | 
manded the Religious in obedience of charity, 
that when they ſhould ſee that he was dead, | 
they would lethia ly naked vponthe ground, | 
or ſucha ſpace of time as one might walk 3 
mile in, | 
Alterwards he exhorted them to the loue of 
God ,and of holy pouerty, and patience, and 
tody for the faith of the holy Roman Church, 
and with his arms ccofſed gauc his benedi- 
Qion ,to the preſent, and to the abſent , and 
d: Farewell my children , and remain alwaies f 


ia the fear of our Lord: and becauſe that temp- 
tation and tribulation tocom? , is now at band, 


bappy 1ball they be,who sball per(euer inthe go0d 
that they bawe begun. 1 make haſt to go too 
Lord , to Wboſe grace I commend you. Then he 
made the Paſſion to be read to him in the Ghol- 
pcl of Saint Ioha ; from thoſe words, Ante 


| 


diem feſtum Paſche: and after it was read, him- 
ſelf, as well as he could, he beganthe hundred 
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4 


and one and fortith Pſalm ; which begizis: Oct o- 
with my woice Thawte cryedwnto our Lord , with 3 = 


my voice F baue beſouzbt our Lord: and he faid 
it all vato theſe laſt words of it : Deliver my 
ſoul out of priſon o Lord , that it may confeſs to 
thy holy name : the juſt exſpef3 me , wntill thou 
doeſt revard me. And as he was laying theſe 
words, he gauc vp his ſoul to his Creator, on 
a Saturday at Sunſet, vpon the fourth of ORtoe 
ber, in the year of our Loid , one thouſand 
two hundred twenty fix ,and the twentith of 
his conuerfion,and the forty filth ofhis aze. At 
the hour of his departure, he appeared to the 
Biſhop of Aſſiſium , who, was gon to Saint 
Michael of Mount Garganus, and faid vato 
him: Now I leave the World, and go to beauen; 
He appeared alfo to a Guardian called Frier 
Augultio, who was agonizing, atid ſpecchles 
ith the lalt combat obdeath : but when he ſaw 
his holy tather ; he ſuddenly crycd out, and 
fajd: Expe& me Father, exldes mic and ] go 
along with you. An bcingasked what he 1aid, 
he anſwered : Do you not (ce our Father Sainc 
Francis, who is going to heauen ? Andlaying 
this he died. There were many other reucla-» 
tions concerning the glory of this moſt holy 
PatriarCh. As ſoon as his death was Known | 
there cametrom Aſſifium, andall the villages 
there abouts great multitudes of peopte Eccles 
fiaſtical and Secular, to ſce and kiſs his moſt 

ſacred wounds, which now were open and 
diſcouered toalli , 

| His body was very beautifull and shining* 
having been ia his life ſomewhat brown, and 

conſumed with many labours, auſteritics and 
and fickneſles. His limbs remained as ſupple 

and pliable , as thoſe of 4 tender infant. All 

that night was ſpent in bcholding him, and 
teucrencing bim, andin finging Hymas to 
6ur Lord. In the morning they took boughs 
of trees , and lighted rapers, aad in 4 very 
long and well ordercd Proceſſion, they wenr 


to the Church of Saint Damian , where the - 


holy Virgin Saint Clare was: and (he, and her 
Nuns came to the holy body , and ſaw the 
wounds, and kifled them with incredible wee- 
ping, admiration,and tendernes: from thence 
they cared into the city of Aſſifium, and with 
all reverence placed him in the Church of $. 
Gregory, where when he was 4 child he went 
rſt to School. The miracles which our Lord 
wrought by the Saint, atter his death , were 
many and very great: for which, and for his 
moſt holy lit Pope Gregory the niath came 
in perſon to the City of Aſſifium , and with 
great ſolemnity canonized him , and put him 
in the Catalogue of the Saints, vpon the fix» 
tecnth of Iuly , 12 the year one thouſand 
two hundred and twenty eight. And after- 
wards ia the year one thouſand two hundred 


and 


769 


' Saint Francis, founder of his Ordex, 


and thirty , his Religious celebrating 4 gene- 
ral Chapter at Aſſſfium , they tranilated his 
holy body to a Church which was built of 
his name ypon the five and twentith of May: 


and his body was found exbaling i ſtrange | 


andceleſtial odour. Andot this tranſlationthe 
Roman Martyrologe makes mention. 

But it is not fitting that we ſhould conceal 
in ſilence the manner how our Lord ſince that 
time has hitherto ſhewed himſelf wonderfull, 
and glorious inthe Seraphical Father S. Fran« 
cis. Forin my opinion it is one of the rareſt. 
things, which isto be read of any Saint, I ſhall 
ſet it down in the manner that the Chronicle 
of the Minorites recounts it, in the firſt Chap- 
ter of the tenth book. It ſaics then, that the 
body of the glorious Saint Francis was buried 
in the Monaſtery of Aſſihium, is certain , but 
how and in what place vacertain ; only it is 
known, that it is in 4 certain vault vnder the 
great chappel ofthe Church of Saint-Francis. 
Thc Chronicle addes that Pope Nicholas 
(who muſt be the fourth of that name;3% who 
had been Miniſter General of the Order , and 
began his Popedom in the year of our Lord 
one thouſand two hundred and eighty cight, 
ſixty and two years after the death of the 
Saint) defiring much to fce his holy body, en- 
tied one night into that vault, accompanied 
only by one Cardinal , and one Biſhop , and 
his own Secretary , and the Guardian ofthe 
Conuent , who ſheyed it hiaz : and that the 
Cardinal aſtcrwards inthe hour of his death, 
declared to one of his great frignds the poſture 
in which the holy body was, in theſe words: 
Jt was 4 ſtrange thing ,thst 4 buman body , 
dead Jo long before , sbould be in that man- 
ner in Which it was : for it Food ſtraight wp 
wþon the feet ; without leaning , or being [uppor- 
ted on one file or the other. The eyes Were open, 
as of & liuing man , and moderately lifted up 
to beauen. The Whole body War entire without 
any corruption ,Wwbite and red , as if it bad been 
aliue. It beld the hands coucred with the ſleewes 
of the babit before its breaſt , as the Friers Mie 
norites are Wont to bold them. The Pope ſeing 
him in this poſtare, fell wpon bis knees with great 
rewerence and deuotion : and lifted vp the babit 
from aboue one of his feet and be ſav, and ve alſo 
that ere there preſent jaw , that in that boly 
foot there War 4 Yound, With the blood as fresb 
and red, as if it bad been then made With 4 nail 
in ſome liuing bdy. The otber foot ve did not 
(ee , for that it Was conered With bis babit,wbich 
be ſtood pon With that ſoot : and the Pope wnco- 
wered bis bands, and we /av that in them Were 
Wounds like that of bis foot , and ſo ve kiſied bis 
bands and joot. His Holineſs looked towards his 
right ſide , and be ſav bis habit open, and the 


deuotion andinterior ſan#lity ary; Yo 
as appenred by the exterior eff ef, Ty 
felt ſo great weetnes and comfort þ 


Mderf; ul 


Were aYare. Thelſeare the wo 
nal, who died 2 litle after , 
Chronicle, as was ſaid. 

Now who ſecs not the oprea 
celtcncysof this litle & bumble ey, 
Lord, and that by how much he more _ ; 
and annihilated himſelffor the love of Gol - 
the world, by ſo much the ſame Gog has n 
alted him, and made him glorious in "eng 
and vpon catth ? He deucſted himlelf of ahi 
clothes before the Biſhop, and ourLord c 
thed him with his ſpirit, and with his = 
He took holy pouerty for his ſpoule.andiond 
it with an catireaffeRion,andin recompence 
hereof,God enriched him with {o many , and 
ſuch diuin gifts, and made him the father o 
an innumerable number of moſt holy chil 
dren , rich through the poierty oftheir father 
ſufficiently prouided for in temporal way: 
and Lords of the goods of the faithfull for ha 
ving deſpiſed their own. For by whatmeas 
has the holy Order of Saint Francis been {6 
much propagated and extended through all 
the kingdoms, Prouinces, and nations ofthe 
world ? By what means has his Convent 6 
multiplied , and the multitude of hischildre 
ſo cncreafed, as we ſce, but by the metitsand 
vertues of their great Father? The benediftion 
which our Lord with 4 liberal hand poyred 
down from heauen vypon S, Francis, hasfaln 
vpon all his Order, and has given himſomary, 
ſo holy, ſo learned, ſo admirable, and fruithyl 
children : ſo many Martyrs, Doftors, Conk{+ 
ſors , and Virgins, ſo many Popes, Cardinals, 
Biſhops, and Prelates , who by theirlik, [cats 
ning and goucrament have ſuſtainedandilly- 
ſtrated the Catholick Church, 

T he father Saint Francis was of i midle ſz 
ture ,and rather litle then great : his vilage 
was ſomewhat long, forchead ſmooth, hiseyts 
black and pleaſant, and not great: the huitof 
his head,and beard was black, his _—_ 
and ſharp, and ears litle, He was ofa chee 
and gracious countenance, rather broynti 
white: histongue was ſharp & lively : his vole 
clear, ſweet, and ſounding. He was naturaly 
cloquent, and of many andgood words :t! 
lean and of a delicate complexion ; andofa 
great wit and ſpirit in that which he yodet 
took. The Abbot Ioachim , before that Sala 
Francis and Saint Dominik inſtituted thi 
Orders,cauſed to be paintedin Saiat Marksd 
Ucnicc, the pi&ures of Saint Francis with bi 
wounds and habit, and of Saint Dominick 
with his. Let vs all have & great devotion © 


rds of the Cardi, 
ICOUntedin the 


Yonnd as new anifrech as thoſe of bis hands,ana | this moſt holy Patriarch. Let vs imitate (# 


of his foot : and be awne, and not ve , kiſted it , 
and the moxth of the Saint , and he felt ſuch a 


ſuch ſorte as our weaknes is able) his bero® 


| vertues Let vs be humble, Let vs eſteem 01 
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things of the earth , not according to what | 
4+ they appear but according to whatthey are. 
m}0ct 9 perys defire and breath after thoſe ot heauen., 

8 7 «t our bearts burn , and be melted with the 


love of our Lord, and be wounacd with the 
memory of his pretious wouuds, and let vs 
reverence with a cordial aftefion thoſe which 
the ſame Lord Ramped in the body of the 
Seraphical father Saint Francis : to manifeſ 
vnto vs, that both in his ſpirit, and in his 
feſh he was a true piure of Chriſt Crucihed. 
Our Lord grant vs this by the praicrs of the 
fame holy father, and of his children who are 
in beaucn and vpon cath. Amen, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Placidus , and of his Companions , 


Martyrs, 


T the time that the glorious 
7" Patriarch Saint Benedi& ſhined 
2 in the world , and enlightened 
it by his moſt holy life and mi- 

=> raclcs, and by the inſticution of 
his holy Order, there liucd in Rome one Ter- 
tullus ; {very honorable and very rich Lord; 
hext to the Emperors in dignity. This Gentle- 


man had four children, Placidus ,Eutichius , | 


ViRorin, and Flavia: and as he was not leſs 
piots, then be was rich and potent , vader- 
ſtanding the great and wonderfull works, 
which God wrought by Safart Benedif&, and 
defiring that his ton Placidus (that was the 
eldeſt) ſhould be brovght vp in afl vertue,and 
in the holy tear of our Lord ;he offered him, 
when he was ſenen' years old, to 5, Benedifr, 


beſeeching him that he would Mimſcl inftruRt | 


him,and tcach him the dire& way to happines. 
Placidus lived with his holy maſter 7 and was 
ſo docit, and fo well inclined ,that he began 
preſcatly in that tender age to profit much m 
vertu. He Joued abſtinence, took dclight in 
watching , faſting, and auſterity, He was very 
bumble, and very pun&ual in obedience , mo- 
deſt, filent, baſb(ull, mature in vaderſtanding, 


and graue in his manners and comportment, |. 


Saint Benedi& bore him 2 particular atfc- 
Qion, for his nobility and good condition and 
much more, becauſe ig 4 few years hc had 
profited ſo much in all perfe ion. Teitullus 
was notcontent to haue offered bis ſon to the 
Saint,but hauing vnderſtood t hat he tounded 
a Monaſtery in Mount Caſſin he gave tin 


Saint Placidus, and his Companions , Martyrs. 


teen villages, or hamlets in Sicily, with their 
ports, woods, rivers, firſhing-places,and mills. 


ſo perſwaded he was, that that fo liberal 4 do- 
nation, made for the founding of Monaſtcries, 
and ſuſtentation of the Seruants of God , was 
pleaſing and acceptable to our Lord, who had 
giuen him thoſe goods. When it was known 
in Sicily what Tertullus had given to the 
monks, there wanted not thoſe who'out of 
couctouſnes endeauored to poſſeſs themfelues 
of thoſe inheritances ; and to hold them b 

force and violence : asif they had been ill dif: 
poled of, becauſe they were gigen to Religion, 
or as if God our Lord made noaccount ofthe 
iojucies don his ſeruants; When Saint Benedit 
had notice of what had.pafi:d in Sicily , he 
rclolued to ſend thither Placidus: for although 
he was but only one and twenty years of age, 
yet for his great picty and pridence , and tor 
that he was the ſon of Tertutlus , he judged, 
that he would be better able then any other to 
detend thole goods. & toget them'out of their 
hands, who now vnjuſtly had ſeized on them. 
The holy yong wan, like 4 child of obedience 
accepted of the journey, and accompanicd by 
Gordian,and Donatus his two familiar fricrids, 
he departed from Mount Caſſin vpon. the 
twentith day of May, in the year of our Lord 
hue hundred thirty fix : he came to-Capua ; 
where he was receiued with much charity by 
Saint German Biſhop of the ſame city , ard 
from thence he followed on his way by Ca- 
noſa (which is inthe province of Apulia) and 
by Rijoles , yatill he came to Sicul . All the 
way along he wrought great miracles: he cu- 
red aSecretary of the Church of Capua.called 
Zofas, who had very great pain in his head; 
and alſo a blind man, making the fign of the 
Croſs ypon his eyes : and a child that was 
dying ; and 1 yong maid that was blind, deaf, 
and dumb. He eaſt many diucls out of the bo- 
dies they poſſeſſed : and by his praicrs cured 
many fick of diuers diſcaſes, whole health was 


' deſpaited of, Infomuch , that Saint Placidus 
' was renowned by whereſocuer he paſſed : and 


fo when he came into Sicily, he was receiued 


| with great reucrence, and admiration, and as 
: an Angel come from heauen : and in theſame 
' Hand of Sicily he wrought alſo many and great 
# miracles, in fauor of the inhabitants of that 
' place, Being come to the city of Meflana , 4 


prime Gentleman, called Meſſalinvs , anda 
very great friend of his father,entertained him 
in his own' houſe, but he would ſtay only one 
day in it, faying , that Monks ought not to 
lodge in the houſes of Seculars, becauſc the 


So great was the picty of this Gentizman,aad Oct o- 


manner of conuerſation of the one andthe 
other was different, He made an agreement 
with thoſe that had vſarped the lands and 


certain fair lands, and Lordſhips which he had | Lordſhips , which had belonged to his father, 


thereabouts : beſides the ſe he gaue him cigh- | but now belonged to his Order ,in ſuch' forte 
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- SaintPlacidus, and his 
that they might keep 2 good conſcience , 
and his order might not be injured. He began 
there neer vnto the heauen of Meflana to build 
4 Monaſtery for his Religious, andan Oratory 
to Saint Iohn Baptiſt : which was conſecrated 
by the Biſhop of Meſlana , and the Monaſtery 
was finiſhed in the fourth year after his co- 
wiog into Sicily, The life of Saint Placidus was 
ſo perfeft, and his wores ſo burning with di- 
vin jog, that accompanicd by the miracles 
which God wrought by him , they inflamed 
the hearts of wany, that abhorting the vani- 
tics of the world, and the hurtfull delights and 
contentments of the fleſh , they gave them- 
ſclues freely to God. Saint Placidus employed 
himſelf in continual praicr, and meditation, 
and recreated his ſpirit in our Lord ſhed- 
ding many tears. Ja Lent vpon Sundays, Tuel- 
days, and Thurſdays, he faſted with bread and 
water, the reſt of the days he eat nothing at 
all , and throughout all the year drunk no 
wine, He wore haircloth next his skin, He 
ſlept rather ſitting then lying ; and his ſleep 
was ſhort and l:ght. He was meek, graue, and 
courteous , and was neuer ſcen angry. He 
ſpoke not but only when neceſſity required 
it, eithex to comfort his monks, or the poor, 
or for ſome vrgent or charitable buſines. By 
this his ſo auſtere and perfect life , he drew 
many to religion, and in a ſhort time were 
gathered to him thirty other religious who 
flauriſhed with great example of Sanciity , 
and the Order of the holy Father S. BenediQ 
went on encreaſing in the world. 
. It was publiſhed in Rome how S, Placidus 
yas in Sicily : the life which he led , the Moe» 
paſtery which he bad founded , and the mira- 
cles which God wrought by him : and his bro- 
thers Eutichius , and Viſorin , and his ſiſter 
Flauia , being defirous to ſee him ( for that 
they had not ſecn him, ſince that their father 
'Tertullus had delivered him vp to the care of 
Saint Benedict) ſayled into Sicily, where they 
found him , and were received by him with 
ſingular joy and contentment, praiſing our 
Lord for having giuen them ſuch a brother , 
who did fo truely terue him. They ſtayed ſome 
daics in that Monaſtery, & that we might vn- 
derſtand thewaics which God takesto bring 
men to heauen , and tocrown them with glo» 
1y, he permitted that 4 Moor , called Maamu- 
cha., Captain to Abdala an African King, 
ſhould come forth at this time to infeſt the 
coaſts of Sicily, and to make war vpon the 
Chriſtians. He brought a nauy of 4 hundred 
ſhips, and in them fixteep chouſand and eight 
hundred fighting men. They cntred into the 
bauen of Meſſana, and the Monaſtcry of S, 
Iohn Baptiſt being neer the ſea, they fell ſyd- 
denly vpon: it , and by a barbarous violence | 
broke the gates, and put chains vpon all that 


weic in the Monaſtery, Saint Placidus with 


Companions Martyrs 


his brethren Eutichius, ViRorin 
and with Fauſtus , and Firmatus 
thirty monks, were carried in c 
Mamucha , a cruel and barbarous man 
more fierce then 3 Tyger. Who afterthat 
threats & frights he could not perſyade the 
to renounce owrLord TeſtsChriſt he _—_ 
ded them to be cruelly whipped , and t0 he 
ſhut vpin a priſon, and that nothing ſhould 
be given then there to eat , but that t 
ſhould be cudgelled and whipt, andbehzr n, 
vp by the fect , and have ſmoke Put mh 
them. After this torment he commanded ile 
barley and water to be piuen to euery one 
otthem , to keep themaliue , that they might 
be tormented the longer, They all ſuffered 
their torments withgreat patience,conſtancy 
and joy , praiſing our Lord to ſee that they 
ſhould ſuffer for his love, and for the conk(, 
fon of his faith : Saint Placiduslike4 valiant 
Captain going before them, and animating 
them by his example. Allo the boly Virgin 
Flauia his fiſter among the reſt ſheycd 3 
great fortitude , and a heavenly Ualour: for 
holding her naked andlifted vp inthe air and 
tearing in peeccs herfieſh , and the batharoyy 
tyrant asking her , how, being ſonoble a per 
ſon , and 4 Romaa , ſhe could codure that 
ignominy and nakednes ? ſhe anſwered hin, 
that for the lone of Ieſus Chriſt all trmentivn 
Jveet wnto ber , and death was liſe. And (ring 
tat he could not ouercome het by torments, 
he would have certrin of his moſt ſhanles 
and impudent Soldiers to raviſh her, and fo 
give her the greateſt torment that the holy 
Virgin could recciue. But ſhe made herpraiet 
to God, and our Lord who is ſuch a triead 
of chaſtity ,did ſo defend her,that all that went 
about to medle with her , became lame and 
benummed, and for this they let heralone.Ma- 
mucha commanded the Saintsevery daytobe 
brought before him , and to be put toney 
torments: and becauſe he ſaw one time tha 
S. Placidus was very jocund in his torment, 
and praiſed God, he commanded many blows 
to be given him ypon the mouth withaſlooe 
and ſcing that this was not ſufficient tomalt 
the Saint leaue offthe praiſes ofGod, hecal 
ſed his topgue to be cut out : but aſter it Vs 
cut out he {poke better , and went 00.0 
praiſes of our Lord, giuing himthanks for tal 
which he ſuffered for his ſake. They were00* 
whole night hanged vp with anckers 
ſtones of a great weight tyed to their leggs% 
finally the tyrant commanded themto be * 
headed, declaring in the ſentence of theix c00- 
demnation; that he put thetn to death,be 
they adoredand held for God,Chiil _ 
crucified, They were carried to the Seal 
and S. Placidus made his praicr to our = 
belecching him for the meritsandinterc 


of bis maiter Saint Benedict , to give * 
-  conltat' 


Q 


,andF laviz; 
Deacon, => 4 
bains before Or: ge 1: 
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conſtancy to paſs that gulf of death, and to 
H 


bring thew tothe haucn of bliſs, and all his 


'>Yoc 7% companions anſwering , Amen , they offered 
n Þ 348 (heir necks vnito the ſword ,and were behea- 


ded and their bodies remaincd there tour daics 
without burial, The Barbarians deſtroyed 
the Monaſtery , nt leauing one ſtone ypon 
another, yet they touched not the Church of 
$. lohn Baptiſt ,andentring into their ſhips, 
they departed togo on in their voyage. But 
our Lord {cot immediately ſuch 4 vehement 
and tertible ſtorm , that there inthe mouth of 
the haucn , and ſtrait, which is between Mcl- 
ana and Calabria , the hundred ſhips were 
ſunk,and the ſixteen thouſand and eight hun- 
dred perſons , that were in them were drow- 
ned, Afterwards Gordian, who was one of the 
two companions who came with S: Placidus 
from Mount Caſſia , and alone had eſcaped 
(being yong,and neer vntoa back door when 
the barbarians came) buried the body of Saint 
Placidus in the Church of Saint Iohn Baptiſt: 
and the bodies ofthe other three and thirty 
Martyrs, inthe place where they were behea- 
ded. Both in the one place, and in the other 
God wrought many miracles , curing the 
kick , that came from all parts to begg health 


throughthe interceſſion of S. Placidus, and his | 


bleſſed Companions, Their Martyzdom was 
ypon the fitch of October , in the thirteenth 
year of the raign of Iuſtinian, and in the year 
ofour Lord five hundred forty one according 
to Gordian ,who was the author ofthis ſtory: 
and according to Cardinal Baronius, inchis 
correted Annotations of the laſt Impreſſion, 
one thouſand five hundred nincty eight, in the 
year hue hundred thirty nine. Saint Placidus 
was fix and twenty years old when he died : 
and when the glorious Father Saint Benedi& 
heard of the Martyrdom of his dear child, arid 
of his holy Companions , he rejoyced ex- 
tremely,and gaue thanks toour Lord that had 
given him ſuch 4 ſon, and had crowned him 
with the crown of Martyrdom, and put him 
ſor an example and pattern in his Order, and 
in the whole Church. Of Saint Placidus do 
writeall the Martyrologes, and Leo Oftienſis, 
Caſſian , Trithemius , and Cardinal Baronius 
in his Annotatzons vpon the Martyrologe, 
and in the ſeuenth tome of his Annals. And 
Pope Sixtus the fifth in the year ofour Lord 
one thouſan] five bundred eighty eight , 
which was the fourth of his Popadom , com- 
manded his Feaſt to be celebrated in the whole 
Catholick Church, with a Simple office , and 
n the Church ot Meſlana of Saint Iohn Bap- 
-— where his holy Relicks are, with 4 Double 
cc, 


Saint Placidus , and his Companions, Martyrs, 
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THE LIFE OF S. BRYNoO; 
Founder of the holy Order of the 
Carthuſuans: 


He great Patriarch, and Foundet 
> of the holy Order of the Car- 
> thufians , Saint Bruno , was A 
Y))2 German by nation , and the ſon 

Nora « of rich and noble parents. He 

was born inthe city of Cologne.From child 
he ſhewed a great inclination to vertu, and 
kearning;which that he might the better attain, 
being now of conuenicnt age, his parents ſent 
him to the Univerſity of Paris , which flourie 
ſhed much, and was as it were the mother 
of all ſciences, Here Bruno gaue himſelt to 
Philoſophy , and to ſacred Diuirity , with fo 
pou ſtudy and diligence, that heurpaſſed all 
is compagions , and cameto be an excelleat 


maſter, and 4 learned and famous man ,and 


Canon of the city of Rhemes. There happened 
at this time in Patis 4 notable and terrible 
thing. Amongſt the famous Doors of that 
Vaiuciſity there was one, 4 great friend of 
Bruno, of great eſteeq for yertu,and learning, 
who died ; and being carricd to beenterrcd, 
his body wasaccompanied by all the Vniuere 
fity , and by many other people of quality, As 
they wetc in the Church ſaying the Office of 
the dead, as is wont to be don , at the time 
that one of the Clericks ſung that Leſſon of 
tob, which begins : ReſponJde mibi , quantas 
habeo tniquitates? that 1s to ſay : Aniwer me 
how great my fins are? the body of the dead 
man , which was vpon the beer in the midle 
of the Church , lifted vp the head , and with z 
dreadfull voice , ſaid : By the juſt judgement of 
GodF am accuſed. And bauing ſaid thele words, 
he laid down his head vpon the beer ,as it was 
before. Thoſe that were preſent were aſtoni- 
niſhed at ſo new and fo ffrange an accident, 
and teſolued not to bury him vatil the day fol- 
lowing, to ſee what would bappen. The next 
day they afſembled again and by reaſon of the 
fame which was ſpread abroad of the accident, 
much more people met together, They began 
to ſay the oficc ,and at the ſame time as the 
firſt day ,and in the ſame manner , he raiſed 
himſelf vp , and with 4 voice more frighttull 
then the firſt , ſaid: By the juſt judgement of 
God IT am judzed: & without laying any more, 
laid himſelf down as before, Whereat thoſe 
that were preſent were yet more troubledthen 
they were the day before ; and they reſolued 
not to bury him vntill the third day, on which, 
ſaying 
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ſaying the ſame offi:c , at the very ſame place 


——= he roſe.vp the third time : and with 4 moſt 


OcrT o- 


dreadfall and rerrible voice, ſaid : By the juſt 


"BER. judgement of God T am condemneg. This voice 


being beard, thoſe that heard it , looking one 
vpon another , became as dead, or iaa ſown, 
They buried the body of the dead man in the 
field ;and gave it the burial of an Aſs, as the 
Prophet Icremy ſaies of king Ioachim; tor they 
would not bury him in holy ground , ſeing 
that himſelf had coniefſcd that he was dam- 
ned, Who will not be affrighted at the juſt 
judgements of God, although hidden ? Who 
will not fear that which may happen to him» 
ſclf, ſeing that which did happen to a learned 
man , whoin the eyes of men ſcemed to be of 
3 good lite, and of laudable manners, and died 
with all the Sacraments, and with the ack- 
nowledgement of God, whoſe cenſure and 
examen is much different from that of men ? 
Out of the damnation of.this miſerable wan, 
our Lord drew (as he is wont ) the ſaluation 
o: many, who were gained by the loſs of one. 
Of thele the principal , and as it were the 
captain and leader of all, was Saint Bruno : 
for touched by the land of our Lord, diflol- 
ving himſclt into tears and conſidering the 
ſhortnes and yncertainty of this life , and the 
ſcucrity of the divin juſtice, and, how terrible 
athing it is to fall into the hands of the living 
God, as Saint Paul ſaies,he reſolued to dinorce 
himiſcit from the world , and to dy aliue , that 
he might not dy eternally. And calling to him 
fix ot his greateſt friends, and moſt familiar 
dilciples , to wit Landuin ( who was the firſt 
Piior of the Carthuſtans after $, Bruno) and 
two Stephens Canons, Hugh a Prieſt, Andrew 
and Guarin, lay-perſons, who had bcen pre- 
ſcntat that lamentable ſpe&acle , he ſpoke to 
them 1n this manner. What sball we Jo compa» 
mions and mo#? dear bretheren, ſeing that which 
vt» 0ur eyer We bane ſeen , and Yithour ears 
baue heard t What heart is there ſo bard, Which 
is not mollified? and What breaf# ſo ſtout and 
obſtinate , which does not render it ſelf uþ wnto 
God? Ann What man is there ſo hardy and cone 
fident , Who aces not fear and tremble , at this 
dreadfull thunder from beauen? We baue ſeen 2 
Do#or of this Uninwſity ,one that Wwe knew, 
and our friend , 4 learned man , belowed for his 
good manners ,frucent, and to appearance, ver- 
tuous and fearing God, Who with his own mouth 


bas told vs that by the juſt judgement of Godhe 


bis damned. Let eaery one then lay bis bandw+ 
pon bis beart , and ſee Whether be find himſelf 
better then this miſerable man , and conſider 
Whether it be 4 matter of ſmall importance,whe- 
ther one be ſaued or damned , and if one be once 
damned. what remeny to be had? This chance 
aid not bappen ty chance; God bas don it for our 
good ,and to the end that (olloving bis banner, 
andliningthe temainaer of our Lord life in aus 


fterity and pennance , ve may ſunrequr OVn ly 


Shipterack of this miſerable Wretth wil 
at the port of ſaluat;on. The Words Khich 
beard, the dead man id not Jay them for bimſe | 
Who bad nov ao need of them, but for ow - 
let ws then bear them, an1 follo Gon 
vs, and let vs not delay : for that he Who a 
miſes pardon to the pemtent does nit Fae, k 
morrow to repent in , to bim that fonnes, 3 
theſe and ſuch like words accompanicy vit 
tears and ſighs , which came from the devour 
and contrite heart of Saint Bruno, all his fy 
companions , much moued by what they hal 
{cen and heard, offered themlelues to folloy 
bim,and hauing ſoldall their goods, and Piven 
the money to the poor, they took leave of 
their friends and acquaintance, and put them. 
ſelues in their way to go to Grenoble, acity of 
France in the Dolphinate , whete they kney 
that there was 4 Biſhop in France of 4 not 
holy life , called Hugh , who could protet 
and fauor them, and that in his Dincelz there 
were certain ſ{ohtary places and very remate 
from the noyſe and converſation ofmen, wha 
they might (forgetting all the things ofcarh) 
giuc themſclues wholly to thoſe of heaven, 
and employ themſclues in the contemplation 
of God. 

The holy Biſhop Hugh , being onenight 
afteep, he had i ſtrange Fo by which God 
wakened him , and fhgnified vnto him what 
wasto come. It ſeemed vnto him that heſay, 
how that in 4 deſert of his Biſhoprick, which 
wascalled Carthuſta, God our Lord did build 
an houſc for his habitation, and that (eucn 
bright Sining ſtars in manner ofa crown, 
and ſomewhat elcuated fromthe cathandin 
ſituation, motion , colour, and clatty ,dife- 
rent from thoſe of heaucn, went beforeim, 
as guids , ſhewing him the way, The Venets 
ble Biſhop by reaſon of this viſion was in 
ſuſpenſe. and perplexity , not knowing viz 
it would fignity, vatill that the next day Sallt 
Bruno with his f1x companions cameto 
houſe of the Biſhop , and proſtrate at hisfeet 
declared vnto him what had happenedatP* 
ris, and the cauſe of their coming ,and the 
pious intentions ;and humbly beſought hio, 
that he would help them to put them io cx 
cution, It is not to be belicued what j0) 
contentment the holy Biſhop receiued, Ve 
to ſee the clear declaration of his obſcur 
dream; as alſo for that being 4 Saint ,ief 
joyced much in the glory of God and 916 
Saint Bruno and hjs companions {o 10var 
with his love, and fo defirous to (erve _ 
He encouraged them and confirmed then x 
their good purpoſes, and gauethe o - 
ly that defertplace we ſpoke of , which V 


very great: but rigid, cold, and unhabit>*, 


and open the Yay to many others Why! = 
of God vill follow ws , and by the exanpl; e0s 


artige *i 
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ang, 
on and more proper for the denns of ſauage | ble, and vile offices of the houſe: Sopreat was 
te 2 F 7 beaſts,hen for the habitation of men.For bee his humility ,and ſuch an admirer 4 was of — 
ple a0: 10 ſides that the greater part of the year it was | Saint Bruno: who was wont to ſay vnto him &. 
| antics *u[ 13% covered with ſnow , it was ſo ſtony and bar- | that he ſhould return home , and take care of Or 0- 
bich ve ren, that nothing could be fowen or reaped in | his ſheep, ſeing that he was their Paſtor, But **®: 
bimſelf, it. And although the holy Biſhop propolcd the holy man being quict and contented , to 
T profit ynto them the difficulties that were ia living | ſee himſelf in that ſecure haven , out of the 
Lbo rule jn ſuch an horrid place ; yet Saint Brunoand | tempeſtuogs waucs, and contrary winds of the 
Xbo Bros his Companions ouercame them all with the | world jit wasnecellary for him to go out of it 
omiſe ty yehement affe&ion,and defirgthey had of ſer» | vpon the occafion which } ſhall here recount. 
nes. By 'viog our Lord who drew them. And ſo inthe Pope Gregory the ſcucath was ſucceeded 
d with year One thouſand eighty four , Gregory the | by Vitor the third, who lived but 4 ſhort time 
devour ſeventh being Pope , and Henry the fourth | 1n the Popedom: and Vidtor by Vrban the ſe- 
1 kisfo Ewperor,about the teaſt ofSaint Iohn Baptiſt, | cond', a very worthy man , and who had been 
bey bad j the ſaid Biſhop accompanying them, andaſſi- | Scholar to Saint Brunoin Patis ; whodcfiring 
folloy ting them , and providing them ot all things | notto'miſtake in his gouernment, and togiue 
d given neceſſary, inthe top of 2 mountain they bunlt | 4 good account to God of the flock which he 
eaue of 3 Church , whichto this day is called S. Mary | had committed to his charge ; and vnderſtan» 
t them. de Caſalibus , and certain cells, or toſpeak | ding the great talcats of piety, learning , and 
city of more properly Cabbins (for ſuch were thoſe | prudence , which concurted in bis maſter S. 
; kney fiſt lodgings) not far from the Church, but | Bruno, fent for hiny to Rome, to make vſe 
4 moſt ſeparated from one another.Here they began | of him, and to benefit bimſclt by his counſels. 
protet tofound the Holy Order of Carthuſians, living | Saint Bruno reſented this command as much 
\$ there more like Angels come from heaucr, then |*s can be imagined , and ſa did his holy come 
remote like men of the earth , inffilence , praicr , rea- | panions , who ſeemed to themſclues to loſe a 
\wheie ding,and contewplation of God, and aboue | father , guid, maſter, protector, and comfor- 
earth) dll in great purity of heart ; and fanftity of | ter , an& all the —_ which they had vpoa 
eauen, life ,cmploying themſelues by times” in foe |-carth : but like children of obedicnce they 
lation *tanual work, and eſpecially in! writing, ant! | conformed themſclucs to the will ofour Lord, 
' tranſlating ſome profitable books, as welt to |-and comforted themſelues with the hope that 
-night gain their poor ligelyhood by their labor, as | he gaue'them, that having complied with 
hGol the more to ſerve the holy Church.” Their |obedience 1ohis Holineſs, he ſhould ſhortly 
what treating of their own perſons was very auſtere | return back to them from Rome : whither S. 
ifaw, and rigorous. They went clothed with hair+ | Bruno went ; and was recciued by the Pope 
which cloth, They refoluedneuer to'cat fleſh,no not |-with extraordinary demonſtrations of cour- 
| build eyenin the time of their ficknes,And although | tefy , and bereuolence, who made vle of his 
ſeucn ſore wiſe men' according to' nature , aud. |.counſel in'atl matters of difficulty , for the 
Own, knowing 2s fo the world, put ſcruples into | good of the Church, But his companions 
ndin them abont this matter ,' ſaying that they | whom he had left in the Carthukian deſert, 
dife- ſhould expoſe thermſclurs'to danger of killing bauing recommended themtoan Abbotof ihe 
e him, themſclues , and of being ſelf-murtherers : by |- houſe of God , called Singuinus , being not 
_—_ an advertiſement which they had frony hea- fable to be without bim , followed him to 
was in uen,they were confirmed in their good:pure |-Rome 3; from whence by Order of the Pope 
g what ſc : and perſcucredin' that dreafull ſolitade they returned to their ſolitude , and his Holjs 
ySaitt (out of which the diucl endeauored to'draw F neſs recommended them to the ſame Abbot 
to the them,) taking for their ſpecial protetix our | Sigainusand' made Eanduynus , one ofthem, 
is feet, Lady the moſt ſacred Virgin Mary ,reciting |-their Prior ,'and commanded that the place in 
lat?» her Houres euery day. And they alſo took $, | the Carthuſtan deſert , which they had left 
4 thet Iohn Baptiſt for their Aduocate, with 2 defire |: ſhould be reftored vnto them , which to this 
this, to imitate his pennance and rigour, They all | very day is the head of their Order, S. Bruno 
n ext aſpircd after perfe&1ion ; but he that was moſt [i remained in Rome in'one reſpeR very ſorrows 
oy ol eminent, and as Captain and maſter went be- | ful and afflicted ,'to ſee himſelfengaged in the 
aswell fore them all , was Saint Bruno, whoa our | tumults and turmoils of the court, and fepara» 
bſcur Lord had choſen to lay the foundations of ſo [:tcd frowy bis quiet , and the holy conuerſation 
her renowned an Order , andto make him the fa- | of his companions, atd in another regard in 
rol | © hcrof ſo many , and ſuch holy children, He | neace and joy of heart , ſacrificing his will to 
Qnel ſhined with: ſo great ſanRity , modeſty , and | the will of God ,and obeying his Vicar: who 
e him prudence , that Hugh Biſhop, in his affairs | would have made him Archbiſhop of Roles: 
jem in took his counſel, and obeyed him, as it he had | but holding himſelf vaworthy, he humbly be» 
A77 been his Abbot ; and many times wentto live | ſought him,not to lay ſo heauy 4 butden vpon 
h ws amongſt thuſe monksto enjoy their converſa | him , nor to giue him the charge of ſouls; 
able, lon ,and tocxercile himſcltia the moſt huas | icing that he ſhould haye enough @ do , to 
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piue 4 goodaccount to God of hisown. And 
becauſe the Pope departed from Rometogo 
into France , and he deſired notto go with 
|. him, norto follow the court , he deſired hia 


that he would giue him leaue to retire himſelf 
into the Province of Calabria , where he 
thoughtto find & place for the purpoſe of his 
deſfignes. His Holineſs graciouſly granted him 
both his requeſts, and Saint Bruno taking his 
benedition departed for Calabria, accompa- 
nied by certain perſons , that now followed 
him, with 4 defire to imitate his perfkc@ man- 
ner of life, | | 
in that Province he found a deſert called 
Tort, in the territory of Eſquilache , which 
he thought fit for his purpoſe and in it ſetled 
bis habitation. There he built certain litle 
wade cells,and of carth, out of the loue which 
he had to pouerty : and if , in the Carthvhan 
deſert in France he had liued with ſo great 
ſanity ,as we haue ſaid , in this new deſert 
he began to live with new teruors, and more 
inflamed defires of forgetting all that which is 
not God , and of bcing with his body only 
ypon carth, and with hismind in heaven. It 
happened one day, that Roger Count of Sici- 
ly and Calabria , going a bunting, light vpon 
that ſolitary and deſert place , jn which Saint 
Bruno, and his Companions liued: and finding 
them vpon their knees in praier: and vnder- 
ſtanding who they were , and for what they 
came, and how they liucd , he was much affe- 
ed to them , and gaue them a Church of % 
Mary, and of S. Stephen,and provided them 
of neceſlaries: and had ſuch an afteQion to $, 
Bruno , that he called him ſometimes vnto 
him , and otherwhiles he went-to viſit bim, 
and willingly heard his counſcls , and recom- 
mended himſelf to his praicrs : which praicrs 
did ſo much auail him,that one time they freed 
him miraculouſly from 4 very great danger of 
-Kis life , as he bclicged the city of Capua , by 
reaſon of the treachery of one of his Cap- 
tains, by- which the Count had periſhed, if he 
had not been aduertiſed by a vition from hea» 
ven, by meansof Saint Bruno, The Count was 
fo gratcfull for this fauor, that he offered, 
Bruno many lands and poſſeſſions in the tcr- 
ritory ot Eſquilache; but he would not accept 
ofthe , but only (for the importunity with 
which he vrged him ) of the Monaſtery of 
Saint Iames with its bounds ; and what was 
neceſſary to build 4 Church , ncer to the cauc 
where he dwelt , dedicated to the Queen of 
Angels our Lady , and another at 4 litle diſtan- 
ce trom this, in honor of the Protomartyr 
Saint Stephen. He built alſo a Conucat for the 
habitation of the wonks he had there, and of 
thoſe that aſterwards ſhould be gathercd to 
them, and were hereafter to ſuccecd them. S. 
Bruno continued inthis Monaſtery vntill the 


——— 


companions that lived there, but 

that were far off in the Yo a thl 
writing to them , and giuing them1y| _ q 
documents ofpctfe&ion. And the Pricrofih. 
Landuynus , thathe might not diffe; in the 
leaſt point from the ſpirit and form of his 
ter Saint Bruno, came out ofFrance wi yu 
labria , to meet with him, and to aa 
doubts vnto him , and to carry from him _ 
light to - uy Conuent, and to leave 
_ cf that holy inſtitution to his ſucce, 

Finally having lived with cxtraogdi 
perte&ion , and to the adwiration of all that 
prouince, and enriched the holy Churchyitk 
a new and celcſtial family of his glorio 
children, and the boly Order of the Carty, 
fans which he inſtituted: he fell ſick of 34, 
ſeaſe which made an endof him & loofed tha 
bleſſed ſoul out of the priſon ot the bocy, tha 
it might fly vp to our Lord, whom it bad 
faithtully ferued. He died vpon the fixth of 
ORober , in the year one thouſand one hun. 
dred and one, God wrought great miracles by 
Saint Bruno after his death : many blind reco- 
uered their fight , deaf their hearing ; maimed, 
and lame , leprous and poſleſſed perſons, 
were cured by his praiers ,'drigking of the 
watcr of a fountain , which broke forth 
ncer his graue where he was cnterred, And 
they affirm to this day, thatin the place, where 
he, after he had been in moſt high contcayls 
tion , caſt his wcaricd members ypon the 
ground to reſt 4 litle, no grals docsgroy in 
all that ſpace where his body lay , allthe ref 
being freſh and green, 

Although the life of Saint Bruno was ſo 
illuſtrious, and rich with merits, and his death 
ſo glorious and fall of miracles ,and the pros 
ple , Lords and Princes of all that Prouner, 
flocked to his Sepulcher, to begg pres and 
fauors of God our Lord through hisiaterceſh- 
on : yet his canonization was not treated of 
vntill the year one thouſand five bundredand 
fourteen , four hundred and thintcen yeat 
after his death: when Pope Leothetenthcon- 
manded that vpon the fixth of Oftober, ti 
day of his glorious departure, in all the Mon 
ſerics of the Order of Carthuſians , and it 
their Churches , Oratories , and Chapel, 
ſhould be celebrated the feaſt of Saint Brudd, 
and the divin office , ſhould be ſaid, andeverf 
day 4 commemoration ſhould be wadeot 
Since he is ſerued with 4 Semidouble ofice 
throughout the whole Church. The ie 
Saint Bruno is written by Francisde Putco, 
Prior of the great Carthufia, and Peter Blo- 
meuenne, Prior of the Carthufia of Cologne, 
and Petcr Sutor , and Laurence SUrivs, 
Carthuſians. The Roman Martyrologe mike 


end of his life, hauing care not only of his holy | 


mention of him, and Iohn Molan in his b 
tionsto the Martyrologeof V ſaard.NoV b 
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f thoſe there that docs not ſee in the life of this moſt | THESE A | 
France, OY holy Conlefior the ſtrange waics which our —_ dEDS$00$ 4 $$; 60020000 © 
les ang0cr $110 Lenteanee , " —_ —_ © mn _ - Lo LA A ALALIC: FaFaxfx 0 cT 0: 
T7 k the head of the infernal Serpeat fo - "0? | $$0000>S42080S0d5* xzxk, 
= | — , proud, and vain Door by the jult PILE LEI ELL ELS3 
his ma. judgement of _m_ = ay "ry his con» 
| oation publiſhed in 4 Creadfull manner, 7 TY hk 
= p the ead « png: fimple, poor , and hum- THE LIFE OF SAINT 
imclex ble louls , mourd by fo ſtrange an example Mark , Pope and Confeſſor. 
leave 1 might be ſaued. And although there were 
ſucces | in the Church of God many waies of perte- PON thedeath of the holy Pope 
gion to go to heaucn , yet he choſe S, Bruno, Sylueſter , was choſen it) his 
rdinary to open another more trait and rigid ; and . place , and put in the chair of 
all that to (ound the houly Ordet of Carthuſhans , for MW S. Pctet , Satnt Mark , natiue of 
chwith the ornament , ſtrength, and detence of the —ARS=S$ Rome , ſon to Priſcus ; whe was 
plorious ſame Church. For what other thing are the | endowed with great yertacs: and —_—_ 
Caithys Conyents of theſe holy Religious, butcertain | he l;ged but4 litte time, yet by reafon of the 
of 44. | Quies of Angels ,that eontinually praiſe out | peace which the Chutchenjoyct by the fauor 
ſed tha Locd ? Certain Squadtons of Valiant Soldiers, | of the Emperot Conſtantin , ht bad means to 
Gy, that who with heir praicrs appeaſe him ,and dee | employ himfelf, in refiſting the Artian heres 
t had ſo ſod bis Church ? Certain living piftures of | ticks , who ericteaſed very mutch , and in or- 
fixth of penance, of contempt ofthe world ,of praier, | daining whatfotuer ſeemed necefſaty vnto 
ne huns ofmortification , and of all vertu ? How may | him in Order ts g00d oucrnment: S. Mark 
raclesby holy men have their been ,andat this day ate | byilt two Chutches :the one in the way cal- 
nd reco- there in this holy Ordee , who by their leat* | ted Ardeatina, thret miles from Rome : and 
maimed, zing illuminate the world, and by their life | the othet within the ſame city , which is called 
'erſons , fame jt ? and ſeparated from the conuerſa- by his name , zad endowedthem with many 
g of the tion of azen , ſhew that they are more then poſſefſions ;and adorned them with Veſſels of 
ke forth wen, 2nd preach vnto vs, thatour happines | pold and filuer. He grantedleaue to the Biſhop 
ed, And ls not vpon earth , but in heaven: In this | 5fORia to vie the pall , for thit by an ancient 
©, where Order there are fixteen Proutnces and in thean privikedge he way to conſcerate the Pope. His 
ntempla- } 4 bundied and LO ninc Monaſteries , it | popedorn laſted , according to Saint Hierom, 
5pon the which the Carthuſan Fathetslige in fo gteat eight oonths.Cardinal Baronivus ſaies, that he 
orow in aulicrity folitude , filenee, aſſiftance,and con- | begati to fit inthe Apoſtolical chair ypontthe 
the reſt uavance in the Quire, clothed with hairlorh! } fgyrreenth of February ,and that he died vport 
hext to their $kin , without cuct eating fleſh þ in ſetenth of Oftober , iff which time ace 
) was ſo for apy ficknes whatlocget j and in ſo great eight months wanting io ht daics. He was bu« 
hisdeath Y Vgotothite, that the boly Chutch gives leave | rjeq in thee coemitete of Balbina , in the fanit 
the peo» tothe Religious of all other Orders, toleaue | Church which hitafelf bad built in the way 
rovine, their 0wn Ocder to go tothat of the Carthu- Ardextitna, He died vpon the fexenth of Offo- 
ces and fans, Which is 4 fign that it is very rift and | her, on which the Church celedeates his teaſty 
atercell- F held for moge rigorons then the reſt , and | jq the year of our Lord three hundred thirty 
reated of that to this day the rule is kepe in it, with | Gy, Coriſtartinthe Greatbeing Emperor. The 
adredand which Saint Bruno inftitoted it , and with | zythors that write the liues of the Popes haus 
cen yea vhich it begun, without bauing flackened or | yyritten of Saint Mark, and the Martyrologes, 
enthcom- kin away in ſubſtance , from what that boly the Roman , and thoſe of Bede, Viaard, and 
ober, the Fater ordained and eſtabliſhed. All which is | ago make mention ofhim. 
the Moni a argument of his great Sandtity , and of his | 
i oats ,ond of the fingular graces, and pPASSSSESASS GAS 
Chappes, edges which God communicated vanto | + $F#@#4S$S$SSI 44S $SSS$SS$$0<-2$ 
nt Bruno, lo, gg that he made him one ofthe great | $ NL Lp LE PPps gs 
an_ rr of his — _ the glorious fa- | 
deco t of ſo many, and ſuch famous children, | Ti 
ble 0 and not only ot boly Canteffors , but alfo of THE L IVES OF THE SAINES 
he lite valiant Maityrs ; as were the Catthuſian Jergius , and Bacchus Martyrs. ——— 
zdePutes, Fathers and Monks, whe for defcading ofthe Ocro; 
Peter Blo- | 3 Apoſtolick in the year of our Lord one = HE Martyrdom of the glorious , «x. 
'Cologie, | Nouland five red and thirty fine , and Aj Mp Martyrs way 7 > rg 
urius, Uurty cight, by the command of the y a was written! by Simeon Meta» 
oge maks } King Hcnry the cighth, died at Londoo , as | ( IEW phrafics, andin brief war inthis 
n his Add Ve have written more at large in our book | Wap 27 manner. S. Sergius and Batchys 
Now vi? | icerning the Schilm of England, | were Roan Gentlcaien, very noble _, arid 
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prncys ſervants of the Emperor Maximian: 
or Sergius was his primicerius, that is to ſay, 
the principal and head of all his ſecretaries, 
which was 4 great dignity, and was not giuen 
but after great ſervices, and having ended the 
Militia. Bacchus was Secundicerius , and he 
who had the ſecond place in that office : and 
beſides the place which they had with the Em- 
peror they were very much beloued and ho- 
nored by him for their vertues , although he 
knew not they were Chriſtians : Coming to 
know it atterwaids, and deftingto be more 
certified of the truth of it, being in the pro- 
vince otthe lower Syria , called Euphratcha, 
in the city of Auguſta, he commanded them to 
be called , that they might accompany him to 
the temple , whither. he went to offer Sacrifice 
to his vain Gods. They went with him , but 
the Emperor entring into the temple, they re + 
mained without: and when at the time ot the 
ſacrifice Maximian ſaw them not , he com- 
manded them to be ſought for,and they found 
them at the door of the Temple praying. Fhe 
Emperot asked them the reafon why they did 
not go1n with him tolacrificc to the great Iu- 
pitcr? And they anſwered him freely, becauſc 
they were Chriſtians : and for that ſacrifice is 
duc only to God , the cicator of heaven and 
caith, Ina great rage Maximian commanded, 
that the chains ofgold which they wore about 
their necks ſhould be taken away from them, 
and their rich attire ;and that they ſhould be 
clothed like women , and loaded. with chains 
ſhould be led ignominioufty. through the 


ſtreets of the city, and-afterwards be caſt -into | 


priſon, The Emperor endeauored now by 
ſweet words and flatteries, and then by mena- 
ces and threats to reduce them to his will, and 
to perſwade thym pot to forſake the ancient 
xcligion of their anceſtors , but to tacrifice to 
the Gods, who were the founders, conſeruers, 
and amplifiers of their Eapirc, But when the 
force and crafc, andall the devices of the Em- 
peror, were notable to make a breach in the 
Rout and comagious breaſis of the holy Mar« 
tyrs , he rcfolucd te ſend them to Antiochus 
Prefect ot the Eaſt , that he might cither make 
theaz to adore the Gods , or els put them to 
death by exquiſite torments, The Emperor 


tock this reſolution to the end that the holy 


Martyrs might ſuffer the more in that long 
journey going:loaded with chains and fetters; 
and alſo becauſe Antiochus was 4 cruel and 
barbarous man, and he confided out of his na- 
turall ficrcencs he would cxercife his fury and 
cruclty vpon them : and beſides for that he 
had been as a ſervant to Sergius, and: by bis 


fauor had obtained his digoity of Prefe& , he 


judged that Sergius could not-but hold it for 
a great diſgrace, and diminution of his honor, 
to be brought before, and to be judged by 


him,.who was (6 much infecior to him, and | 


| were Carricd to him where h 


| which they exſpe&ed 


who had received ſo many fauorsfrom h; 
Maximian Writ lctter to Antiochyg,j o- 
he declared his will ynto hin T 


© Was and he 
a Priſon, Where 
beleeching the 
t hard combur 


3 and our Lo 
an Angel to them, who cowforted —_ 


animated them, and bad them nor 
that God was their defender, na any 
them , and would giue them the viſtory, As 


commanded them to be put 1 
they remained praying and 
fauor of cur Lord for tha 


tiochus vſed all means poſſible to draw the 


holy Martyrs trom the Confeſſion of leſus 
Chriſt : but ſeing all was to no Purpoſe , he 
cauſed Bacchus to be whipped with the har 
ſfinews of oxen , by four ftrong and lally fe 


| lows: who gave him (6 many blows, andfuch 


cruel wounds,that they tore hisfleſhin peeces: 
and ſo in that torment hearing voice jrom 
heauen which called him, he gave vp his foul 
to our Lord, Saint Bacchus fallof glory and 
ſplendor appearcd afterwards.to $, Sergius 
who was in priſon , and ſhewed him the ine. 
ſtimable crown, which he bad obtained for 
thoſe tempora!l torments, and animated hin 
to ſuffer thoſe that were prepared for hin, 
that being companions ir pains , they might 
likewiſe be fo 'in Viory and triumph, Antw- 
chus yery much defiredto mollify Sergius and 
toreduce him to his opinion, but coulinot by 
any means: & ſo following hisnaturalcruclty; 
and defiring to giue [atisfaftion tothe Empe+ 
ror he commanded a pair of ſhooes ſtuck with 
fharp-pointed nails to be put vpon his ket, 
and that he ſhould fo run before hiscoach;and 
in this manner he made him gothree leagues, 
to the exceſſiue pain of the holy Martyr , 
ſtreams of blood running out of his feet, But 
the night tollowing he was viſitedby an An- 
gel, who comforted him,and ſo healed hiy feet; 
as if they bad not been hurt at all. | 
The vnjuſt judge attributed this favor 
God to art Magick, and was more hardened, 
and made him again pals the fame toric 
And finally ſeing that he loſt time, andthath: 
could by no ;azxcans make the holy Mat 
yeelq, or draw him to his will, he comma 
ded him to be beheaded : and ſo'it was on 
There accompanied Saint Sergiusto the plat 
of execution a great number of men and wo 
men, and alſo of lauape beaſts, who followed 
him, as tame as ſheep , doing him bono! ® 
reucrence. Befote the ſentence wasexeculcl, 
he made his praicr vpon his knees, beſecching 
our Lord to accept ot that Sacrific: of bsIi, 
which he offered vnto yu ,and to part 


thoſe who took it away from him , and perſe 


cuted him, andto giuc them the knowledge 
of his true. light and truth,A voice aur 
which inuited him to heauen , and gaue - 
joy of bis. Victory ; and vpon ehishellf h 


a which 7.0 
m. The Saints Oct 0c 
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_— forth his heck, and was beheaded vpon. the | ſter,they followed S.Peter,8& made themſelyes 
| 7 fſcucnth of Oftoter ,and afterwards his holy | Chriſtians , and accompanied him , yntill he 7 
Oey Focro- þ ogy wat enterred ina, magnificent Chureh, | died: and finally they deſerned to ſhed their Oct9- 
mY i* Mich the Chriſtians built, in his honor. The | blood for that faith & dofrin, which they had 3 = 
miracles which Godour Lord wrought by S, | learnt of the holy, Apoſtle, They were Mar- 
Sergius, Were ſo many , and fo famous, that | tyred by 4 Iudge called Aurclian ypon the ſe- 
the faithfull went in pilgrimage. to his Sepul- | uenth of Oober, in the ninctith year of our 
cher:noc did the Chriſtians only recctue many | Lord; and their bodies were buried neer vnto 
and great benefits, by the interceſſion of Saint | the walls of Rome, The Martytologes make 
Sergius,but alſo the lnfidels, Heathens, and | mention of theſe Saints, the Roman, thoſe of 
| Pagans. Coſdroas king of Perſia , for having | Bede , Viuard ,and Ado. 
had children by Queen Syria his wife, and for | ,....... .. . ... 
| haviog been delivered from great dangers , | wp ap ap pa 
and calamities, by the _ of calf) —_— $0 ECFEGSESSILSESECEESSESSESOIOSS 
to whom he recommended himſelf ) ſent, to | $F$2% MON 
| ho Churh 4 very rich croſs of gold, with ather | LEE LIILLILALL PS 
very precious gifts. And the Emperor Jufti- | ' 


I 
6 y $, 


—_ 


Ls } . 


* he — 


onor, one in Conſtantinople , and another SOS. 
- Ptolemais. At Rome the C—— of thele W idow, 
| Holy Martyrs was very famous , where Aa USE TI kn | 
Church was built in their honor , and is the LE Aint Brigit was born ib the kings 
title of 4 Deacon Cardinal : the which Pope dom of Swedeland , of moſt illu» 
x Gregory the third repaired, and inlarged. And ſtrious parents. , who were deſ- 
t the very city , in which Saint Sergius was y 1 cendedof the blood Royal, and 
l martyred,was called from his name Scrgiople., = together. were yery deuout and 
k The Martyrdom of theſe Saints was in the pious , as thei .progenitors had been. Her 


_— 


OcTo0- 
BER 


F ear of our Lord three hundred and nine. The | father was called Brigeras, who was fo de- 
- Ltariyrologes write of them ,the Roman and | yout, that he went ir pilgrimage to $. Iames 
d j|. thoſe of hee , Uluard, and Ado. Alſo Nice* | of Galicia ; and euery Friday he was wontto 
y horus, book the ſeuenth , chapter the four- go to Confeſſion: and faid , that ypon that 
F teenth ; and book the fifteenth, chapter the | day be deſired in ſuch 4 manner to compoſe 
* twenty ſixth, and twenty ſcacnth : and book: | his ſoul with God , as that he might beable 
h the eighteenth, chapter the one and twentith: | with patience and joy to bear the troubles 
t; and the ſecond Council of Nice, Aion the | which he gaue hin the other dates; of the 
nl fiſth:and Pratum Spirituale,Chapter one hun- | week. Her mother, who was called Sigridis, 
5, dred and eighty : and Theodoxet of the Euan- | was & Lady not leſs deuout , and built. many 
I elical Verity , book the cighth : and Euagrius | Churches , and endowed them with great re- 
at k the fourth Chapter the ſeuen and ewen- | venues, andrich ornaments, This Lady being 
” tith : and Gregory of Tours in the ſtory of | with child of Saint Brigit, and trauelling'by 
t; France, book the ſeuenth , Chapter the one | Sea, there aroſe I tferrible tempeſt ; in whickr 

and thurtith, many that were inthe ſhip were drowned, and 


Sigridis being in great danger, was ſuccoured 
by Henry , brother to the King of Swedelandg 
| ſcaped asit were miraculouſly. The night 
ROK HHH XX ande y. Lhenig 
MM. 3d. bh bs Fatt 4 
RMS AR A - uh. 8 = Xx" x * Xx | following there appeared vnto her 3 Venera 


Fxvpdzs ble perſon, richly clothed , who ſaid vnto her: 
CEE EELEIIIEIIE SS For 3 daughter which thou haſt in thy womb, 


God has proteRed thee = _ ray 
7 - ET | ' bring her vp as the gift of God, for his loue. 
TH - LIVES OF THE SAINTS This child oh ho , and they called her Brie 
arcellus, and Apuleins, Martyrs. git ; and when ſhe was born , an ancient 
Drop t Prieſt , and ſeruant of God , who' afterwards 
Pon the ſame day, the ſeuenth of | was Biſhop , ſaw in, the night A very great 
{y Ottober the holy Church com | ſhining brightnes, and > Virgin fitting vpon 
FSI AN memorates Saint Marcellus and | 4 cloud, with a book ir her hand, and heard 
\&\ &) Saint Apuleyus Martyrs , who i voice , which ſaid © of daughter is torn to 
"#NS were diſciples, of Simon Magns, | Brizerus , Whoſe admirable woice shalÞ be beard 
but ſcing the diſpute w hich he had with Saint througbout the Whole World. For the three firit 
Peter ,and how he was worſted and overcom, | years the child ſpoke not at all ,as it ſhe had 
and the wander full works which the glorious | been dumb, but inthe endofthem ſhe began 
Apolile wrought, leaving their deccittull ma- | to ſpeak fo diftinAly and perfciy , that ſhe. 
Tom, 2. Nang ſeemed 


SSEGESERENL 
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ſeemed not to be a child of three years old , 
but 34 woman of perfeR age, A litle after, her 


-.-... good mother died very Chriſtianly, and-well 
Cs Alun” , vnderſtanding that God took her 


to heaven, and that ſhe lett ſuch a pawa vpon | 


carth, as was Saint Brigit : whom her father 
gauc to her aunt, 4 graue and vertuous ma- 
tron to be educated by her. When ſhe was ſe- 
uen years old , being awake one night, ſhe 
ſaw ouecr againſt her bed an Altar ,and our 
Lady vpon it clothed with glory,and ſplendor, 
with 4 rich crown in her band , who called 
her, and ſhe arofe , and ran tothe Altar , and 
our Lady faid vnto her : Brigit, wowldſt thou 
bane this crown? And the child anſwering,yes, 
the Virgin put the crown vpon her head; and 
with this the viſion diſappeared : although the 
memory of it euer remained with her, When 
ſhe came to be ten years 1d , the treaſure 
which was in her ſoul began more to diſcouer 
it ſelf , and to caſt forth more bright beams of 
vertue, and ſanity : for beſides that ſhe was 
moſt chaſt,ſhe was modeſt, humble, obedicat, 
cheerful, baſbfall,and of 4 wonderful ſweetnes 
and charity. And hauing heard a ſermon of the 
Paſſion of our Lord, the night following he 


appeared vnto her in beg ſleep , all bloody and | 


ſorrowtull, as ifhe had been newly crucified, 
and ſaid vnto her : ſee boy 7 am,vounded.And 


the bleſſed child, belicuing that thoſe wounds 
werefreſh, with much tendernes and feeling | 


ſaid vato our Saviour :eAlas , Lord, and Who 


has treated you ſo ? Anid he anſwered her : | 


Thoſe that deſpiſe me , and make no account of | 


21y lowe. With this viſion Saint Brigit remained 
{o grieved and compunt , that trom thence 


forward ſhe could not think vpon , nor 1c- | 


memember the paſſion of our Lord, without 
ſkcdding many and tendet tears of reſentment. 
She employed herſelf in working in gold and 
filk : but in ſuch forte , that ber heart was 
attentive , not ſo much to that which ſhe 
wrought with ber hands , as to her moſt ſweet 
ſpoule Iefus Chriſt , on whom be placed all 
her aftc&ion : and ſometimes there was ſeen 
a Viign:of a wonderfull beauty , who-was 
with -her , and helped her in her labour, no 
body knowing who ſhe was. She role out of 
her bed in the night, when others flept, to 
make her praier before 4 Crucifix :and one 
time ſhe ſaw the divel in 4 deiormed and 
dreadfull ſhape, with 4 hundred hands and a 
hundred feet, and ſhe flying trom that horrid 
moniker , ran to the Crucitfix , and the eui) 
ſpirit coming into her fight , ſaid vatoher : 
F bane no pover to burt thee , wnles be that Was 
Cruafied permit me : and with this he diſap- 
pearcd. 

Saint Brigit being now of age to marry her 
father married her to a Gentleman of prime 
quality, yong , noble ,rich, and prudent, who 
was called VIfo, and was Prince of Neticta, 


| 


| And although the holy damſe1 defi 


main a Virgin , notwithſt 
her father : but belore the 
their matrimony , ſhe and her by: 
year chaltly , beſeeching our L 
them in his holy fear , and to 
_ Cm children that 
im: and accordingly our Lord he 
and they lived holily "_ in great _— 
concord in the eſtate of wedlock. Saint 8tj it 
kept wiſe and diſcreet ſeruants, hone? ku 
of laudable wanners : ſhe ewployed them in 
working, and went before them by her own 
cxawple. She confeſled yery oftento aſpin. 
tual, learned, and prudent Prieſt, and obeyed 
him with great careand reverenceinthe mat, 
ters of her ſoul : and when ſhe confefſed, the 
bewailed her faults , how light ſocuer they 
were, more then others do thofe which arc 
very grieuous: ſhe had an oratory in her houſe 
(like Saint Iudith) whither ſhe retired herfel 
as to A ſacred haven , from the waues of do. 
meſtical and worldly employments:and when 
her husband was from home , ſhe ſpentin} 
manner the whole nights in praier, kneeling 
oftentines ypon her bare knees on the 
ground, and diſciplining herſelf, and aflifing 
her body to SubjeX it voto reaſon. She was 
very temperate in eating and drinking , and 
being a Lady not leſs rich then pious, ſhe gave 
largealms to the poor , and had a houſe apart 
to xeceiue them , and to giue themtoeat, and 
to cloth them in ,and ſhe herſelf ſerved them, 
and waſhed their feet. She took great delight 
in hearing the diſcourſes of the feruants of 
God, and read with deuotion and affegion 
the lies of Saints : and in fine herwholeliſc 
was a pattern , and 2 perfe& pourtraiture of 
all vertue : which ſhe endeauored to plant in 
the hearts of her children, andtobringthem 
vp for God : and had 4great ſenſe of t,yhen 
any of them failed in their obligation, And 
becauſc one of them once did not faſt vpon 
the Vigil of Saint Tohn Baptiſt, ſhe was ar 
Aed abouec meaſure , and Saint Tohn appeared 
vnto her , and told her, that becauſe ſhehal 
ſo bewailed her childs not faſting ypoo hi 
Vigil, he would aid her , and defead her vill 
his ſpiritual weapons. _ 9 
One time ſhe had very hard labour in chill 

bearing, and ſcing herſelf in danger, here 


band liveda ** 
ord lo kee 
2'ue them þ 
would ſerve 


commended herſelt to our Lady : who thit 


night appeared in the chamber where val! 
Brigit was, clothed in white, and tou " 
body , and diſappeared , and immediately 
was delwered without any difficulty. Six 
her busband being ſo contormed to once 
ther, and ſo vnited betwixt themſclucs, 3 
in the loue of God, and ſo giuento o_ 
they agreed together to go in pilgrimage” 
Saint Iames of Galicia : and as they wet* i 


turning home , her husband fellill _ 


redtore. 

. —_ 

anding ſhe obeyed I C 
Cccniunmaticn of 9s 
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ous ſicknes, in thecity of Arras, in Flanders, | interior heat was ſo great, which by the grace 


$. The Saint recommended to our Lord the 
qc7® health of her htisbang , and Saint Denys ap- 
158 peared tO her, and told her, who he was, and 
"hat becauſe ſhe had A particular deuotion to 
him, God had fent him to comfort her, and to 

tell her that he would manifeſt her to the 
world, and that he would be her ProteQtor , 

and that her busband ſhould not dy : and ac- 
cordingly he recovered , and they returned 
home : and both of them were ſo inflamed 
with the louc of God , and of chaſtity , that 
they relolued to ſeparate , andto cnter into 
Religion , as her husband did into a Mona» 
ſtery, where he liucd ſome years, and died in 

3 holy old age :and Saint Brigit entred into 
another Monaſtery of Nunns , diſtributing her 
goods firſt , partly to hee children , and partly 


to the poor, And for that the fooliſh world: | 


flatters the rich, and deſpiſes the poor, and. 
eteemes it inconſideratcnes and folly , to 
ſpoy] ones ſcif of his goods, and to liuc in po- 
uerty , thoſe that honored and reſpeted her 
before , began to ſeorn and to make no ac- 
count of her. But S. Brigit was ſo firm in the 
loue of God , ard had fo fet her heart vpon 
that Lord, who being tich, and the King of 
glory, had made ſtimſelt poor for her ſake,that 
the vain judgements , and intonfiderate fay- 
ings of men, did not troable nor mone her ;8& 
God comtorted and faored her;and illuſtra- 
ted her with great and wonderfull revelations: 
in ſuch forte that it ſeemed that our Lord gui» 
ded her by his-impuls and fpiric in all the 
things which ſhe did , and continually incree- 
ſed ber feruors Amongſt the other great gifts 
which ſhe had ofour Eord,one was, that ſpea- 
king any word leſs perfectly comformed to the 
yill of God, immediately ſhe felt in het mouth 
great bitternes like brimſtone ; and in her 
noſtrils, when any one talking with her, ſpoke 
i bad or deceitfull word, She macerated her 
body with haircloth , with flceping vpon 4 
hard bed , and by making fo mnch praier by 
wpht ,and by day, that it wasa wonder, how 
1 weak and delicate woman could be able to 
endure ſo great labours. She was wont vpon 
Fridays to power vpon her arms burning wax 
drop by drop, and to carry in her mouth a 
very bitter herb, that ſhe might be more ſen- 
hible of the paſhon of aur Sauiour. Beſides the 
haircloth ſhe wore , ſhe girt her body witha 
cord, and her thighs with two others , in me- 
mory ot the woſt Holy Trinity, Upon all Sun- 
daysand principal Feaſts ſhe receiucd the moſt 
Holy Sacrament of the Altar.In the winter ſhe 
lay in A poor bed , with very few clothes 
Ypon her, in the time of the greateſt froſts, 
which are very vehement in Swedeland , by 
teaſon that it isſo neer the North : and being 
wked how ſhe could live ſo poorely covered, 
in ſuch an intenſe cold, ſhe anſwered, that the | 


of God ſhe felt in her ſoul, that the exterior 
cold did not hurt her; Nor had the fire of the 
 divin loue this cffe& alone in Saint Brigit,but 
alſo it ſo inflamed and ſet her on fire , that it 
made her write many letters to Religious men, 


Emperors, and hy penenrmnnr to what God 
commanded her ; now aduettifing them to de- 
tcad thzmſclues againſt the anger of God , 
which threatned them ; then repreheading 
them with much humility and modeſty, ati 
otherwhiles exhorting them to amendment of 
life , and to the reformation of the common- 
wealth : and to Pope Gregory the. elcuenth 
being at Avignon , the Saint wrote in the 
name of God , that he ſhould return with his 
court to Rome, and he did ſos | 
Living in hec Monaſtery, God commanded 
| her to go in pilgrimage to Rome , where the 
| ſtreets were watered with the blood of Mare 
tyrs ; and that by means of Jadulgences,as by 2 
| ſhorter cat,it was more caſy to ger to heauen. 
And the obeyed , leaving her countrey , and 
her honſe , her friends,and acquaintarce , and 


—— 


holy plates there with incredible :deuotion 
| and content of her moſt pure ſoul, and ſome- 
| times was feen , when ſhe viſited them, to go 
| aSit were it the air elcuatcd aboue others,and 


| to the Kingdom of Naples, and Sicily, and re- 
| turned back to Rome, and fromthence took 
ſhip for Hicruſatem, for that it was fo com+ 
 manded her from heauen, And although ia 


old, weak andinſufficient for fo great a labor, 
| yet our Lord comforted her, and promiſed her 


| tobe her guid, and tocarty her thither, and 


| to bring her back again, telling her, that he 
was the author of nature, and he who gaue 
her the burden , and forces to carry it. When 
| ſhe was in Hieruſalem , vifting thoſe places 
' conſecrated by the life and death of our Lord, 
ſhe was OY illuſtrated and comfor= 
ted with diuin reuclations, and with very 
particular ones concerning the nativity and 
paſſion, and myſteries of fetus Chriſt our Re- 
deemer , and concerning the changes, and 
eſtates, and calamitics of kingdoms. Amongſt 
theſe reuchations which were many and very 
remarkable , ſhe had one in the kingdom of 
Cyprus, ofthe ſcourge with which God our 
Lord would chaſtiſe the Grecians, for being 
ſepazated from the Roman Church, and that 
their Empire ſhould haue no peace,nor quict, 
but that they ſhould be alwaics ſubj<t to 
their enemies, and ſhould ſuffer moſt greiuvous 
and continual miſerics, vatill that with true 


humility , and chatity they ackaowledged tor 
mother 


put her ſe}fin the way , and went to that holy 
city , afid ftaycd jn it, viſiting the ſtations and” 


| to caſt from her face certain raies as clearand” 
| reſplendent as the ſun, From Rome ſhe went 


| the beginning it ſeemed vnto her that ſhe was ' 


Prelatcs of the Church, and to Princes,Kings, * 


Saint Brigir , vvidoyv: 


=other and miſtreſs the faid Church, and \ tith , Chapter the eleventh : 2nd Carding Ba. 


ſubje&ed themſelues vnts ber. She returned 
to Rome, as God had promiſed her , and ſhe 


- fell ill of a ficknes, which laſted her 3 whole | 
' year, ſhe bearing it with great patience and 


alacrity. Our Lord revealed vnto her, that the 
defired time of her departure out of this life 
was at hand, and appeared vanto her and ſpoke 
vato her , and told her that which he deſired 
ſhe ſhould do: and the Saint fulfilled it all : 
abd having heard Maſs , andrecciued the Sa- 
cratents, ſhe gaue vp her ſoul to God , who 
had created it for his ſo great glory. She 
died vpen the three and twentith of luly, in 
the year of our Lord one thouſand three hun+ 
dred and ſeuenty three; and there were reve- 


lations concerning her glory, & God wrought | 


certaiti miracles by her in her life, and many 
more aſter her-death, For as Saint Antoninus 
rccounts , beſides that ſhe gaue ſight to the 
blind, bearing to the deaf,ſpeech to the dumb, 
and health to many ſick , in divers places ten 
dead were raiſed to life through her interce(- 
fion , for which miraclcs , and for her moſt 
holy life,Pope Bonifate the ninth canonized 
her, and put her in the number of the Saints, 
Her body the year following after her death, 
was tranflated into Swedeland, and placed in 
the Monaſtery of our Holy Saviour of Watz« 
ſene , where ſhe had beena Nun , God wor- 
king vpon the way many miracles, And at 
Rome they ſay to this day is keptalitle gown 
of Saint Brigits, which bas a great vertue , e(- 
pecially todeliver women in travel, who are 
in danger” of their life. Saint Brigit inſtituted 
4 new Order of Friars and Nuns, vadet the 
rule of Saint Auguſtin, which to this day is 
called the Order of Saint Brigit, and did floy- 
riſh much in Swedeland, Germany, England, 
and in other countreys : and to'this day in 
{ome Citics of Italy thcre are ſome Conuents 
of It, in which they line in great picty, and 
religious obſeruance. Moreouer ſhe writ a 
book of ber Reuclations, which has been very 
narrowly fitted 4nd examined, for that certain 
Diuvins would find fault with it , and blame it, 
who meaſuring divin things by human pru- 
dence , did not vnderitand, that God impatrtes 
his graces to whom he pleaſes, not according 
tothe condition and ſcience of men, but accor- 
ding to the humility, and diſpoſition which he 
finds 1n their hearts. But this book was appro- 
ued by the moſt learned and wiſe Cardinal 
lohn Torquemade , a Dominican Fricr, to 
whom the Council of Baſil committed the 
examen of it, and afterwards approucd the 
Crcnſure which the Cardinal had giuen. 

The life ot Saint Brigit widow was written 
bya graue Author , who gathercd it out of 
the Bul of her Canonization , and Surius 
put:cs itin his fourth Tome, and S. Antoni- 
nus in his thicd patt , title the four and twen- 


| 


ronivs : makes wention of her vpon the thee 
and twentith of Iuly , and the 
tyrologe vpon the eighth of Ofober, 
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THE LIFE OF S. DENy; 
the Areopagtte , Bishop of Paris , and 
Martyr , and of Saint R uſticus, and 
Eleutherius , his Companions , 
alſo Martyrs, 


a HE life and Martyrdom ofthe 
great Philoſopher , and diuin 
253 Door, Denys the Arcopagite, 
YR diſciple to the Apoſilc $. Paul, 
WICH was written by Ariftarchus, by 
Methodins Bifbop of Conftantinoplke, by Mi 
chael Syngellus, by Metaphraſtes,Glicas and 
Suidas ,Geck Authors: and ofthe Latins, by 
Hildvuin, at the petitition of the Emperor, Lus 
douicus Pius: by Ado, by Saint Antoninus 
Archbiſhop of Florence , by Mathey Galcn, 
and others that haue written the lives of 
Saints. Andthe Martyrologes make mention 
of Saint Denys, as of a moſt wiſe man , and4 
moſt holy Biſhop, and a moſt glorious Maryr. 
Out of which writers, and out of Cardinal Bi 
ronius in the firſt and Second tome of his An- 
nals , and in his Annotations vpon the Rowan 
Mattyrologe , we will take what wehaue to 
ſay concerning this glorious Saint, 
Saint Denys was born at Athens, thechicf 
city of Greece , and mother ofall ſciences. is 
parents were honorable and rich (andit there 
were any in Athens) morally juſt, courteous, 
and kind and liberal to ſtrangers. Saint Den)s 
gaue himſelf to his ſtudies , and he became (0 
eminent for kcarning that as well for bis gr 
wiſcdom , as for his noble extraQion , he0?> 
taincd the firſt place amongſt thoſe who wl 
and governed the city. He went into EgJÞ, 
the better to ſtudy, and vnderſtand thee 
and motion of the heauens and ſtars, 
that which belongs to the ſcience of Aſtro: 
gy. When he was five and twenty years ® 
being in the city of Heliople with one 0f hi 
Companions called Apollophanes, be fav th 
eclipſe ofthe ſup,which happened vponall 
earth for the ſpace of three houres.at thetis* 
that leſus Chriſt our Sauiour was nail 
the tree of the holy Croſs, Denys knew the® 


CT'. PU 
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by 


| that that ecclipſe ofthe ſun was not natule, 


becauſe the moon was then at the full, 


oppoſhte to the fun , and that it laſted dong? 
time then it ovght naturally to have _ 


$, 


diy, 


” 


Roman Mar. 0c: $” 
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4 velty; andit is commonly reported , that he | 
* b:& aid thele words : «Ant Dens nature patitar, 


Gaint Denys the Areopagite, and his-Companions,,” "82, 


much wondered, and was amazed at that no». 


b »di machina diſioluitur : cither the God 
- vs ſuffers , or Ye machin of the world 
pcriſhes. Michael Singellus a pricſt of Iervla- 
ea , 4 very ancient author , writes, that he 
heard his father ſay , that the words which S. 
Dcnysſpoke, wheti he ſaw that-ſo great pro- 
digy, were thele: The unknown God ſuffers il 
the flerb , and for this cauſe , the vniuers is 06s 

ſcared with this darknes , and trembles. And 
$uidas relates the ſame. But Saint Denys him- 
{elf 1o an epiſtle which he writes to Saint Po- 
Jycarp , and in another to Apollophanes(who 
was with him when they ſaw the ectlips) ſaies, 
that being asked*, what he thought of that 
novelty ,at the which he ſo admired? he an» 
ſwered , that there were changes of diuin 
things: and that he noted the day and hour of 
that (o ſtrange 2 nouclty. Saint Denys was 
married to 2 Lady of prime note, called Da- 
matis ( as is gathered out of Saint. Ambroſe, 
and Saint Chryſoſtom ) and celebrated this 
marriage,to give content to his parents. He 
lived in his commonwealth with rarc-mode- 
ration , adminiſtred juſtice with great reQis 
tude, and was eclteemed and honored by allthe 
Athenians , a9 X moſt wiſe Philoſopher. Af 
this time the Apoſtle 8. Paul came to Athens, 


to tcach the Philoſophy of hcauctt ,and with 
the light of the Ghoſpel ; todrige away the 
darknces, and vain Phi of earth; and to' 
confound the divers [c&sg of Epicareans, Stos 
ks, Pcripateticks , and Academicks, and of 
ather wile ignorant men, that' were in that 
city ; which was as it were the School of all 
tuman ſcicaces:, ſo employed. it was in the 
udy , and exerciſe ofthemeThe'holy Apoſtle 
coming hither ,' ſaw , that befides the many 
ather Gods,that were adorcdin Athens, there 
was an Altar dedicated to 4 God whom they 
knew not, with this title , 7g#0%0 Peo ; and 
lke a moſt prudent and diuin Orator taking 
eccahon from that which hc had feen , he 
began to preach vntathem the true God, the 
ercator of heaven , and carth, and to declare 
voto them, that he was that God , whom they 


adored without knowing him , as tcſtified the, | 


tite ofthe Altar , conſeeratcd to the voknown 
God, There was at Athens, in certain litle 
hill or eminent and high placc, 4 Tribunal of 
twelue judges , and ſupreme Governors, wha 
alembled in it to do juſtice, andtodecide the 
Climinal cauſes of thoſe that were accuſed, 
Theſe judges were called Arcopagites, becauſe 
they mct together jn that place to treat the 
cauſes ot death : in which(according tothe igs 
norance ofthe Heathens) the. Gad: Mars pie» 
ded: andtor this reaſon they called the place 


Arcopagurm: becaule Ares in Greek, ſignifies | 


—” 


Macs , and Pagos, 4 litle hill ,or a high and 
Tom. a. 


.cminent place. And the judges of that Magi-- 


ſracy , wete ſo graue, and entire, that anci-; =— 


cently to ſay that one was 4ſencxeand an in-! 
corrupt ran ,they ſaid that he. was an Arcoe. 
pagite. Saint Paul then having rpreached 2 
new Religion, and i God, whom they knew 

not : a84 ſacrilegious and wicked fellow they. 
catricd him to.the Arcopagutn, wheze Saint: 


: Denys prefided, and was the head of the other. 


Arcopagites., For although the Romans. had 
madc therſclues Lordsof all Geeece,, yet they 
lefthe Athenians,and Lacgdemonians to theys 
liberty to goucrn themſelues -according to 


. their own laws, and to have Magiſtrates,who. 


according tothem were todo them juſtice, as: 
Metaphraſtes faics, The Apolile then being in: 
the Areopagum , ſurrounded on, all fides by. 
the Philoſophers, _ maſt ſfublimely ofthe, 
Majeſty of God ; ſhewing by admirable and; 
diuin reaſons, that he was:one,and the creator, 
and Lord of heauen and caitk, and.that he. 
was the vynknown God, whom they adored: 

and concluded hisdiſcours.,, ſaying ,.that there. 
was to be 4 reſurreAiovn of the' dread, and that. 
there was 3 day appointedtozudeget thein, and 

to giue toeuecry. one according to his-works.: 
When they heard higa ſpcak:-of-the  xeſurte-- 
&ion ; they were aſtoniſhed: ;.and ſome; of 
thea ſcoffed! at bim,; but.cothers fajd they 
would hcar bim ſpeak of that matter another; 


Jay mote at leafure. For the Athenians, being) 


zeuriaus peqple and (25 SaintL.uke theEuane: 
geliſt teftytirs) attending tonothing but ether 


to tcl} or hear foaething that was new ;and. 
together btipg very. talkative ( as the one fal- 


lows the other )they had 4 great impediment 
to know ,ang gmbrate the and ſoit is 
ho wonder .that they ſhut the;door of their 
heart tothe troth whichthe Apoſtle preached, 
having beld it ſo open.to falſhoog: and that 
the ſeed. of heaucn , ſowen by Saint Paul yas 
a divin husbandman , dd nag bring forth ſo 
great fruit, as there was reaſon for, becauſe 
is fell vpon ſuch yncultivated graund, and full 
_ mu—_—__ Os ons WaBs, 
ted not. ke,good, ground received 
the wardof oug Lord, and conyerted; 
amongſt which the. chicf were ge Prefideny 
of.that cauit Denys, and. Damarig, his wiſe : 
who weremuch more confirmed, jn the - 
alter.that they treated familiarly with the holy. 
Apoſtle , and beard. from him the myſterics of 
our holy faith ; particularly Saint Dengeiwhen 
bg vadesGogd:; that the exclips which he.had 
ſeeg in the city. of Heliople, was. at; the fame 
tizn6., thas. the Redremcr of the,world, as the 
trac fun vi Juſtice, was. eclipfed /vpon the 
Croſs, and that the beaukn was clothed in; 
maurbing; andthe carth.trembled, and all the 
elements: were moued. tor. the death of their 
Guaeatots:: 5:29 had ,Gaous 5 5:6 F 
- All the city of Athens greatly wondered 
to 
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#82 Saint Denys the Areopagite, and his Companian;;: 

to ſee Saint Denys conuerted to the faith of | he-went to Epheſus, to ſpeak withs ok 

—g. leis Chriſt our Saviour, for that all held him''| Evangeliſt, lately come out of his batiſhmes, ON 

Ocro- fori moſt wiſe man , and the maſter ofall the | ot Patmos,andby his counſel be wen toRo « & 0c 

BER. reſt, andasit were the Prince ofthe wiſe;men*{| toviſit S, Clement, now Pope ; and Views hs * 

| of Athens. Hete'S.-Denys begun of a Maſter: | Chriſt our Saviour ypon cath, Fjow then a 

to'make himſelf the ſcholar of Saint Paul, and | the Church of Athens being well prondede! 

of the divin ierotheus: and himſelf boaſts of | 3 Paſtor in the perſon of Publius( who a 

it ;and to have learnt ofttem that diuin- and: | ſucceeded S. Denys ) he was fent dy the _ 

moſt profound wiſedom, which afterwards he* | Saint Clement to'preach the faith of Chit 

cottmunicated/by his books tothe whole Ca* | in France, and to illuminate all that count: 

tholick Chureh:And although that S. Denys | with the light of the Ghoſpel; whichon 6, 

made himſelfa-Chriſtian ,and left the Arco- | one fide was well diſpoſedtoreceivethefaih 

pagpum,and the charge which he had of being | and on the other fide there wanted labourers, 

preſident in it, yet he alwaics- retained the: | and maſters to teach it , the firſt diſciples 

name of 'Arcopagite, as Saint-Iuſtin Martyr, | whom S. Peter the Apoſtle had ſent thither 

kept the tine of Philoſopher ,--and other | being dead. Saint Denys carried along wih 

Saints the narfes which they had-before their | him Ruſticus a Prieſt, and Elcotherivs a Dez. 

converfion.Beifig now well inſtrufted in the | con, and Eugenivs , and others who jayned 

Holy Sctiptures ;and being of i moſt perfe& | themſelues to him, He ſent Eugenius into 

life, the:Apoſite Saint Pau),at the end of three: | Spain ; and he-cntred into it, and came to the 

years , which he had kept him with him, con- | city of Toledo,and wastheir firſt Archbiſhop 

{ecrated him Biſhop, and Father of thole,that | and afterwards returning back into France, 

every day were converted in Athens, to the | was mattyred ,as is to be ſeenia his life and 

endtharhe might teach; honor & giue health; | Martyrdom, the fifteenth of Noucmber, Sine 

arid life/ to bis: wn countrey, by which God | Denys centred into France with his holy com- 

had given hin that being which-he had, The. | panions , and came firſt to Arles , where by 

Saint did this'with- great care and 'Vigilancy, | ingocating the name of teſus, hethrew Zown 

and 'gaincd*many fouls to our” Lord. There | an 1dol of Mars ,and after he had converted 

happened toS/Denys two wonderfull things | many ofthe people, he turned the templeinto 

with the moſt holy Virgin Maty our Lady, | 4 Church;and dedicatcd n in the honorofs, 

the onc*in her life, andthe other ather death. | Peter , and Saint-Panl, andleft there for Bi- 

Thefift was, chat going to ſee;hex ,ax ſoon | ſhop, Saint Riel; and knowing that the ity 

as he ſaw her, he was ſtroken-with ſuch admi» | of Paris was very populous rich,and plentiful; 

ration and aſtoniſhment, that he had held her | and the head of all thoſe Provinces, he went 

for Gad, and adored her as ſuch,,ifhe had not | to it, to#gain that citade] to God , and from 

thence to make war againſt the diucl, There 

he began to opeh his heauenlybreaſt, and to 

diſcoucr the riches of God, which he brought 

in it, preaCching- his Ghoſpel-; andaccomps- 

nying his words, with wonderfulworksand 

muracles which/he wronghe, Wheneby aodby 

his moſt holy lite, and divin dodrio,inafbon 

time , thoſe that lined in the ſhadow ofdeath, 

received the light of heaucn, andthedaikoes 

oftheir blindnes being diſperfed,they opened 
their eyes to ſee and acknowledge the 

of'our ſouls Teſus Chriſt our Redeemer, Not 


— 


zfien ; as' hicfolf felates/ (19 3812: L..-: , 707; 
"" Aﬀtes that Sat Denye badLpoucrned the 
Church'of Atheris arihy-years arid by.his vis 
lancy and preat labours had gathered's plens 
tifall hargeſt-JArethe graſnatice'bf our Locd, 


| 


did be only inthe city of Paris work fuchu* 
mitable froit ; but alſo in other parts, we 
he ſent others his difciples with hisbeved 
Rion, Such was his ſucceſs , that many 7 

and vnderſtandipg Gentlemen were © 
uerted, and the Temples of the Jdols v3 
thrown down ; and many Churches Pu 
where the name of Ieſus Chriſt was pra” 
Our common enemy envuied this great Bt. 
Wherefore he endeauored to take out of 

world Saint Denys , who was the air" 
infrument of God in this his work: by 
red vp the Prieſts of the Idols to foo 
death : & they having come many —_— 
armed. men to lay hold on him luch _ 


t, 9, 


en] 
4 that Ax. of them were conuerted , andthe 


i Ocr$0c7® ;et fed away for fear; At laſt 1Prefe, called 
| nÞ** xſceoniusSifinnius cauſed him to be appre+ 
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light ſhinedin the face ofSaint Denys, 


hended, together with Ruſticus; and Elcurhe- 
rivs his companions. Siſinnius had 2 long diſ- 
cours with the Saint, reprehending him , for 
having by bis preaching taken away the wor- 
ſhip of his Gods ; and exhorting him to con- 
fels his crror /and to recompenle the dammage 
which he had don , to perſwade the people to 
leave the greundles noveltys which he had 
taught them, and to return'to their ancient 
cuttoms. And S. Denys anſwering hiar with 
ercat freedom, and zcal of the honor of God, 

ſhewing him how vaworthy they were tobe 

held for Gods , who had been moſt vitions 

men ,and how it was yet a greater blindnes 
toadore ſtocks and ſtones : and how there was 

no other true God , but the God whom he 

preached : the judge enraged at his anſwer, 

tommanded him to be cruelly whipt, and at- 

terwards tO-be laid vpon Tt gridiron , and to 

be burnt witha ſlow fire. And Hildain addes, 

that afterwards they caſt him to hangry fa« 

vage beaſts , and that making the fign of the | 
erols ypon them; they proftrared themſelues 
at his feet:and that his perſecutors not content 
with this, threw himinto2 burning tutnacec, 
and he coming. ont of 1t ; they crucified hing, 
and that froay the- croſs he preached to them 
Chriſt our Redeemer ;and teing that he did 
not dy , they vonaited bi; avid put him in | 
priſon with other Chriſtians, where the Saint 
hid Maſs to fortify theex With the Holy Coim- 
munion , and at the breaking' of the Sacred | 
Hoſt,Chriſt our Lord appeared viſibly to them 
all with ary varwonted light, ard ſpoke to'S, 
Denys, encouraging him to ſuffer Martyrdom, 
Saint Denys and his companions were again 
brought before the Iadge,andagain whipped: 
and the Jdpe ſeing thatthey did not dy ; and 
that they ſufferedall rorments with admirable 
eonſtaney ,and'cheerfulies', rifing ont of his 
fatin 4 rage , he ſaid: the'Godsaredefpiſed, 
the Emperors ate diſobeyed', the peopte are 
&cerued by your enchantmetits, working fals 
miracles : theſe are crimes which deſeruc to 
be punifhed very ſeuerely : wherefore I com- 
wandthat forthwith you be put to death. To 
this Saint Denys, Ruſticus , and Elcutherivs, 
without ſhewing any trouble in their counte- 
nances, anſwered very well contented : May 
thoſe that adore the Gods be-like wnto them, 
ve for our parts adore the God of beauen. 'The | 
wicked judge was'moie incenſed at theſe | 
pious words of the Saints , and immediately 
Yommanded the ſentence of death to be exe- 

cuted ypon them. They carried ther out of 

the city to a high mountain , and'dcliuered 

them vp to the executioners to be beheaded. 
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them with gi 
| bodies, in #pacticular houſe, without the walls 


Saine Denys the Ateopagite, and his Cortipations. 784; 


| with his hands and eyes liſted vp to heauen! 
ſaid: Lord God father almighty and Jeſus Chrif 


andone indinifible Trinity ,recetue jn peace the 


| ſouls of 5 thy ſerwants , ſeing that for thy tout 


ve loſe our lizes. Ruſticus and Eleutherius an- 
ſwered with a loud voice : «Amen: Having 
ended his praier , they were beheaded with 
certain cleavers, or battel-axes made bluat , 
and of A thick edge , as the judge had com- 
manded, for their greater torment? They be- 
headed them there in that mountain , which 
at preſent is called Hons AMHattjrum , the 
Mountain of the Martyrs, in memory and ho« 
nor of them: and ypotithe ſame day in Paris 


many Chriſtians ſuffered maityrdom.But af- 


tee they had — then there happened 
wonderfull mitacle, The body of Saint Denys 
roſc vpon the feet, and took its own head vp 
1n its hands , as it he had triumphed, and car- 


ried in it thecrown and trophey of his victo- 
' ries. The Angels of heauen went accompa- 


nying the Saint , ſinging Hymns Quice-wile , 
with a celeſtial harmony and conloit , and 
cndcd with theſe words : Gloria tibi Pomine, 


| «All#1ais:and the people that heard the words 
| (who! were innumerable ) and many of the 


Officers, that had perſecuted him , belicucd 


'in our Lord, and did pennance for their in- 


fidelity, The Saint went with his bead in his 
hands abvut two miles, votill he met with 2. 
prom called Catula, who came out of 

ouſc,and the body ofSaint Denys going 
utthe headih her hands. Ruſticus 
and Eleutherias remained ifi the place oftheirc 
Martyrdom : and the wicked executioners 


conſulting about caſting of them into the 
river, that they might be caten vpby the fiſhes, 


and not be honored by the Chriſtians, the de< 
wout woman Catula with great ſagacity aad 
prudence inyited thoſe miniſters of Sathanto 
cat in her houſe, and treated them well, and 


entertained them, vntill that the Chriſtians 
| hadtaken away the ſacred bodies of the Mar- 


ys , and bidden them. Afterward the Pagans 
ought for then, and becauſe they could not 
had then, they were coraged, and greiuouſly 
threatned the good woman : but ſhe appeaſed 
$, and cunningly put che holy 


of Paris: and after ſome years there was built 
there 3 famous Church , where their holy 


{ Relicks are ; and thoſe that viſit them, obtain 


great fauorsof our Lord , through their jater- 
cefon.But the ſepulcher of S. Denys has been 
made much more ſumptuous and magnificent, 
fince that the moſt Chriſtian Kingsof France 
have ennobled it with ately edifices ; cnri- 
ched it with great revenues , and choſen it 
for their place of burial. We may not here 


Sgt Denys fell down vpon his Knees, and 


omit what is recounted by many : that Saint 
Ricul 


ſon of the liuing God , atid thou Holy Spirit the ( > 
comforter who art one God in the ſame jubſtance, z =8 


-8 Saint Denys the Areopagice, and his Companion, 


L — 


DCcTo- 
GER. 


Ricul Biſhop of Arles, celebrating Maſs vpon 
the day of their Martyrdom, after he had ſaid 
our Lords praicr , and recited the names of 
the holy Apoſtles, he added without thinking 
of it , the names of Saint Denys, Ruſticus,and 
Eleutherius , aſtoniſhed at what he had don, 
for that it was againſt his cuſtom,he perctiued 
vpon the croſs of the Altarthree Doves whi- 
ter then ſnow, who carried thoſe three names 
orauen ypon their breaſts , whence vnderſtan+ 
divg that they bad ſuffercd martyrdom he 
went to Paris , and creed an Altar in the 
place where Catula had entcrred them, The 
Martyrdom of $. Denys was ypon the ninth 
of Oobes, Adrian being Emperor, and in the 
bundred and tenth year of his age, The truth 
3s , that Mctaphraſtes, Hilduin , and Hincmar 
Biſhop of Rhemes, and others ſay, that he dicd 
in the time of the Emperor Domitian , when 
he was ninety and one years old: but neither 
the one, nor the other can be true, Not the 
fiſt, becauſe in anepiſtle, which Saint Denys 
himſelt writes to the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt 
Saint John , baniſhed in the Iland of Patmos, 
he eclils him, that it was reucaled to him by 
God, that be ſhould come free out of that ba» 
piſhment, and return into Aſia, and that there 
they ſhould ſee one another : which was ful- 
filled , when Domitian being dead Nervua ſuc- 
ceeded him , and the crucl decrees of Domi- 
tian were annulled, andthe baniſhed, and im« 
priſoncd were reſtored to their liberty, Alſo 
Saint Denys himſelf citestbe Epiſtle of Saint 
Ignatius now dead, which he writto the Ro- 
raans : who (as it is well known ) wascrow- 
ned with martyrdom in the time of Traian, 
who ſucceeded 'Nerua. Michael Syngellus 
ſaies, that Saint Denys lived to the later years 
of the Empire of Traian : but the ancicnt 


Mattyrologes put the Martyrdom of. Denys | 
in the Empire of Adrian ,as Cardinal Baro- 


nivs obſcrues, From this account is gathered 
the ſecond, that is , that Saint Denys liueda 
hundred and ten years: for (as we baue ſaid) 
in the epiſtle which he writcs to Apollopha- 
nes ,he ſaics , that at the time of the eclips, 
and Paſſion of our Lord , he was fiuc and 
twenty years old : and dying at leaſt in the 
year one hundred and ninetcen, inthe which 
Adriati began to raign , we muſt neceſſarily 
give him this age , and not that which other 
authors giuc him : as the ſame Cardinal Ba- 
ronius proves in his Annals, 

Saint Denys writ certain admirable books, 
and full of that heauenly wiſcdom, which his 
malicr Saint Paul had heard in heaven, and 
had taught him , concerning the celeſtial Hie- 
rarchy , the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, the diuin 
names,Myſtical , and Sywbolical Divinity ,and 
ccrtaini wonderful epiſtles , and worthy fo 
great a man. The truth is, that ſome ancient 
authors , and others modern and free, hauc | 


, 


doubted , whether the were t 

our Saint Denys the MS Ik « 
Biſhop of Corinth , or of another Denys of 0 
Alexandria, who were alſo famoys + mn 
nent men. But without doubt the author af 
theſe works was Saint Denys the Areopapire: 
for beſides that the preatnes, and tbl 
of the things which he faies, and the pravit 
and profoundnes of the words with which 
he ſaies them , do fhew that the author 
was an Apoſtolical man, and had 3 ſpirit 
and doctiin more divin then human ; he 
calls himſelf in them the diſciple of $, paul. 
and of Hierothevs : he writes to. Saint lob 
Evangeliſt, ad alſo to Timothy, Titus and 
Polycarp, as to his condiſciples and compa- 
nions: he makes mention of the cclips which 
he ſaw at the time of the Paſſion of our Loc, 
All which cannot agree with either of the 
other two Denyſes, Moteouer Origen, Saint 
Athanaſius , and Saint Chryſoſtom , Denys 
himſclfthe Biſhop of Corinth zSaint Gregory 
Pope , and Saint Damaſcen do cite him : and 
and the Sixth Council of Conſtantinople al- 
ledges his words with gteat regerence :and 
the cighth Council praiſes his books. And$, 
Maximus , Michael of Ierufalem, Saint Matin 
Martyr, Bede, and many other grayeauthois 
after them , acknowledge them forthe works 
of Saint Denys the Aicopagite , and haue 
tranſlated out ofGreek,and interpreted them, 
and written Commentaries, and Annotations 
vpon them; and Iohn Scotus, Hugode Sanfto 
ViQtore , Rupertus Tuiticnfis ;Albertus Mage 
nus , Dionyſus Carthaſianns ,and Ambroſius 
Camaldulenſis : ſo that there ean be to doubt 
hereof. Amongſt the epiſtles of Saint Denys 
there is one to Demophilus, whom the Saint 
himſelf bad ordained Oſtiarius, andhad giuen 
him with his own hands the habit and cliate 
of 3 Monk. This Demophilus lay agreatline 
ner , who acknowledging his fault,calt my 
ſelf at the feet of 4 Prieſt , begging with ts 
mility and confuſion , pennance, and remedy 
of his fins, be obſerucd alſo that the Prich 
merciſully recezued bim, as he was obliged 
to do :whereupon , moucd withan indict 
and bold zeal , he was inccnſcd againlitie 
penitent, Kicking him out of the Church,ft 
that he had offended God : and-alſo agaioſ 
the Pricſt , ſor that he bad admitted bum 0 
pennance, giving him injurious language 
commanding him to go out of the Chu, 
And thinking thathe had don 4 famous a, 
and great ſeruice to God, he writ aletterto> 
Denys,acquainting kim with what had pal 
The Saint anſwered him , inſtrufting hw, 
and reprehending his fals zeal , and noob 
ble boldnes, and related him 4 ſtory, oy 
Saint Carpus Biſhop had told him when "* 
was in the He of Candia ; which becaule it s 
worthy of ſo regerendanauthor, and Fobl 


Saint Denys che Areopagite, and -his Companions. 986 


for fianersand ſpiritual Phyfitians, who |} «2 thyſelf ſo $edlour, conſeder well bat 3s good 
— willherein briefinſert it. | for thee , and Whether it be better for thee to en= 9. 
Saint Denys then ſaies , that being in Can« | joy the company of the moſt Clement, and mer- Ocro> 
4ia, he lodged at the houſe of Saint Carpus, | citull God, or to haue thy habitation with toads BER, 


2 perfect man ,and for the purity of his ſoul', | and Serpents. And Saint Detiys concludes this 
ate: moſt worthy to be viſited and ſingularly com- | narration with theſe words : Theſe thinzs F 
iwity tarted by God: who neuer began Maſs vntill | beard of Carpws, and I beliene that they are 
auity he had received 4 ſpecial viſitation from hea= | trze. 1 chought fit here to recount this (tory, 
hich yen: be told him , that one time he was much to the end that we mightall learn, how gra- 
uthor aflied , for that an infidel vpon a certain | cious and ſweet ourLotdis , and how worthy 


feaſt that he kept in bonor of his Gods , had | to be loued and ſerued : and that he that 
deceiged one of the faubtul and peruerted him, | ſhould fall into any pricuous fin , might not 
Paul and ſeparaced him from our moſt louing leſus. | therefore deſpair : and that he that by the 
loba This. ſorrow begat in Saint _ a great | mercy of God does ſtand , might not deſpiſe 
,and anger and bitterncs againſt thoſe hnners, who | him that is faln, but giue him his band to life 
WPas had ſo offended our Lord : judging them not | him yp : and that he that is the miniſter and 
hich worthy to liuc , and begged of God that he | Vicar of God, might imitate his bowels of 
ord, yould deſtroy them with ſome tempeſt , or | pity and compaſſion : ſeing that he ſo pardons 


{ the thunderbolt. The Saint being in:this turbation | and embraces finners, when with a contrite 
aint 20d reſentmwent., one nightall on. the ſudden | and humble heart they return vnto him. 

enys he aw , that the houſe 1n which he was,trem- Beſides the miracles which Saint Denys 
pory bled by 2 great earthquake, & thataſterwards | wrought in his lite he wrought many others 
and itopened itlelfinthe azidle from the top tothe | after his death , ſome of which are recounted 
al bottom. He ſaw together an immens light, | by Saint Gregory of Tours : and Alcuin faies, 
and which came down from heauen tothe place | that they were innnmerable 2 and that when 
4% where he was: he lifted vp hiseyes to heauen | Michael, Emperor of Conſtantinople, ſent 
itn and ſaw it open , and our Saviour fitting | the books of Saint Denys written in Greek to 
1018 there, environed with innumerable Angels | Lewis, thenight after he had received them, 
vks in the ſhape of men : he caſt his eycs down- | God wrought nineteen miraclesby the Saint. 
auc wards, and he ſaw alſo the earth open ,and | But that which our Lord wroughtinthe holy 
em, vndee him 4 horrid and dreadful abyſs, and | Pope Stephen the third, was very remarkable 
ons the two men with whom he was angry , tor | and notorious. For Pope Stephen having gon 
fo the offence they had committed againit God, | into the kingdom of France , to free the Ro« 


age at the mouth of the pit , trembling and qua«* | man Church from'the armed violence of 
us king , ready to fall into it. There came torth | King Aſtalph; who oppreſſed it, fellſick, and 
ubt many Serpents,who with their tecthand tails, | was given ouer by the Doforsin the very 


0js with their mouths and tongues, andthe mo- | Monaſtery of $. Denys, which is neer Paris. 
int tion- of their bodics , endeauoured to draw | There he had 3 revelation , and he ſaw the 
en them into the pit, and there wanted not ſome | Princs ofthe Apoſtles, Saint Peter , and Saint 
te men that helped the Serpents,and wentabout | Payl, and SaintDenys, who lovingly touched 
ine by thruſts and blows to make thoſe miſerable. | him , and gaue him perte& health : and this 
- men. fall , who were there rather dead then | happened in the year of out Lord ſegen bun- 


Is Jive, When Saint Carpus ſaw this viſion he | dred fiſty four vpon the eight and twentith of 
dy began to tejuycee, to ſee that they had their July ; and in gratitude for this fauor he gaue 

blerts , and that their gricuous fault was great priuiledgesto that Church of S. Denys, 
ed chaſtized with 4 griegous puniſhment : and | and carried with him to Rome certain relicks 
ect he defired that they might forthwith fall into | of his holy body , and built 4 Monaſtery itz 
the that horrid abyls and all delay ſeemed long to | hig honor,and gaue it tothe Grecian Monks; 
for him, out of the zcalthat ke had for the honor | that they might dwell there, and there con« 
oft ofGod,and for the puniſhment ofthe wicked. tinually —__ our Lord : and for this reaſon 
to ButSaint Denys addes , that Saint Carpus be- | thar Monaſtery at Rome is called the School 
nd ing thus affected, lift vp bis eyes again to hea- | of the Grecians. Of Saint Denys do write the 
þ, ven, and ſaw , how that Teſus Chriſt having | authors cited all aloog,andia the beginuing 
a compaſſion of thoſe ſinners, roſe out of the | of this hfe. 


n ſeat in which he fat, and came down cuecn 

4, tothe place where they were, and lovingly 

L, _ o_ his on , and that the Angels hel. | | 

Bo ped them , and delivered them out of that 

< danger : and our Lord ſaid to Carpus : Strike > FROG 

he me , Ybo am ready to ſuffer once more, that men 8 WAL | 

is may be ſaued: and 1 vould do it moſt Yillungly | 

fh | bat they Would fin no more: and thou Who ihe\v- | PppP THY 


yy TOM, 


787 


SERESEETAERR BEA 
_—— CR ee ye non | 


Saint Calliſtus, Pope and Martyr. 


I4- | "0 0 AE I" DEI” 
ot Fat TR TT TEK 
; S4S0 44S <S S440 04-44 $2 <4-$4< 4 $$$Þ 


| BEA- 


oe oPEps 


THE LIFE OF SAINT. 
| Calliſtus ,Pope and Martyr. 


1 *- HE life of Saint Calliſtus, the 

a PN firſt of this name , Pope and 
Sy] ca Martyr , taken out of Saint Da- 

>): maſus , and the other authors, 
A who wrote the lives of the Po- 
pes ,and out of that which is recounted by 
Laurence Surivus in his fifth ard ſeuenth tome 
of the lives of Saints, and by Cardinal Baro- 
nius in the fourth tome of his Annals, is as 
followcs. 

By the death of Saint Zepherin Pope and 
Martyr , was placed in the chait of S. Peter, 
Calliſtus native of Rome ,ſfon to Domitius ; 
and gouerned the Church moſt holily, in the 
raign of Alexander Seuerus , ſive years , and 


' one month , and twelve daics. He built the 


Church of $, Mary beyond Tybur in Rome: 
and for to bury the many Martyrs, which at 


that time dyed for Chriſt,he made a burying-. 


place inthe way Appia , which is called the 
Coemttere of Calliſtus,in which was cnterred 
A very great number of Martyrs. He inſtituted 
che faſt of &uatwor Tempora,or Ember daies, 
to give thanks to our Lord forthe fauors he 
does vs in all the times of the year , and to 
pray to him to conſerue all the fruits of the 
earth, He forbad to conuers with excommu- 
nicated perſons; and that none of them ſhould 
be abſolued without knowledge of their 
cauſe , and fatisfaion of the party offended. 
He was the firſt who prohibited martiage 
bet wixt kindred, and aſbgned the ſcuenth de- 
Bree , Avit is Keyt at preſent. He gaue Holy 
Orders five times inthe month of December, 
at which times be made cight Biſhops, and 
ſixteen Prieſts, God wrought by him great 
miracles, and by his holy life , and preaching 
many Pagans were conuettcd, and perſons of 


' great quality to the faith of Chriſt our Lord, 


Amonegſt theni was one Palmatius Conſul, 
who hauing been very diligent , and zealous 
in the worſhip of his fals Gods and perſecuted 
the Chriſtians by the Order of the Emperor, 
made bimſclf 4 Chriſtian , together with his 
witc and children, and two and forty others 
of his family : for having ſeen that the Soldiers 


who went to apprehend Saint Calliſtus , loſt 


their ſight , and became blind : and that a 
Pagan damzet poſſeſſed by the diuel , when 
ſhe wasin the temple offering ſacriſice to the 


*Gods, had cricd out , that there was no other, 


CO EI ELILILILELED 


God but the God of Calliftus , and thy 


was the only , living, and true Goa! ave 
plicius a Senator I ſei ox Allo, 


bis family ,and they were all Ma 

the Emperor. enderfianding that ee 
liſtus was the the maſter of all the Chriſt 
and he who made warmoſt apainſt his wr; 
he commanded him to be apprehendeg and 
to be whipt encry day. And the Saint hay 
been fue daies in priſon pra Ing withoutes, 
ting any thing , and been viſted by our L 
and havin cured 1n ita ſoldier called Prinzty: 
who was very ſick and full of wounds the 
Emperor commanded him to be caft dow 
out of a window ot his houſe, and with iv 
heauy ſtonetyed to his neck , to be tg 
into a pit, and many ſtones vpon him: and 
this crucl mattyrdom the glorious Saint Cyl, 
liſtus ended: his happy lite. Seventeen Gaicy 
aſter a Prieſt called Aſterius, accompanied 
the Clergy , went in the night tothe pit,aad 
took out his holy body , and enterred F in 
the burying place of Calipodius | vpon the 
tourtechth of Ofober , on which t holy 
Church celebrates the feaſt of Saint Calliflus, 
The Martyrdom ofthis Saint was in the 

of our Lord two hundred twenty fix inthe 
raign of Alexander Scuecrus, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT TERES/ 
of Is vs, Virgin, Foundreſs of the 
Diſcalced Carmelites, 


H E Seraphical Virgin Saint Terch 
| of JESVS was born at Avild in 
Spain , vpon the cight and tyenith 
day of March in the year of our Lord one 
thouſand five hundred and fifteen, the 
lance mother to the Emperor Charles the 
raigning in the kingdom of Caſtille,and bite 
ther the Catholick King Ferdinand goucrny 
for her, Leo the was ſitting in the chard 


Saint Peter , vader the Empire of Maximili®. 
She was called Dame Tereſa of Abumada 
till that: ſhe founded the firſt of her Mos 
ſeries, which was Saint Ioſeph of Avila, 


from that time ſhe beganto be calledT F 
of Ieſus , with her nave making profeſion 
that which ſhe had in her beart , which 
to beno longer the worlds,nor her k 

nor her own, but entircly Ieſus's,to whow 


had rendred , and given her heart.In the im" 


cation of her all her daughters, rogether il 


the habit of holy religion , take a new 
name 


, og Other mi Ur 
was conuertcd with ſixty and eight perfonggt þ 


| 
> 


| 
| 
| 
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Saint Tereſa of Teſus, Virgin. 


naive , of ſeſus , or of thoſe who haue moſt 
aidfully ſerucd our Lord Teſus Chriſt, accor- 
MF ding to their deuotion, and leaue that of their 
| oage , 2nd family , how illuſtrious ſocuer it 
nay be. Her father was called Alphonſus Zin» 
chex of Cepeda,and her mother Beatrix Ahu- 
mada, both of them noble as well for their 
birth,as for their vertucs. T heir holy example 
pd good in{tru&ions helped much to further 
the pious defires of their holy daughter. Her 
ather was auch affe&ed to read good books, 
vhich he kept in his houſe, that his children 
allo might read them, He took great care to 
yoke his children fay their praicrs , and to 
#ake them deuout to our Lady, and the other 
caints. By means of theſe good books , and of 
he devotion in which her tather trained her 
w,our Lord beganto touch Her heart , and 
10 draw her to himſelf, She bejng as yet only 
ixor ſeuen years old , ſhe took great delight 
in reading the lives of Saints, and her heart 
yasinflawed, reading the martyrdoms of ſome 
of them, and as litle as ſhe was, ſhe judged by 
the hight of God, that thoſe Saints bought the 
enjoyment of God at a cheap rate, how great 
ſveuer the torments were which they endured, 
and he deficed tody alſo , to gainthat which 
they bad gained. Nor did ſhe content herſelf 
vith bare detires, but inſtantly ſhe conferred 
with her litle brother Roderick, what means 
ef obtaining ſpecdily 1o glorious 2 death. In 
fine taking ſome litle thipg to cat , ſhe went 
out of her fathers houſe with her brother , 
both of them being reſolued togointo the 
countrey of the Morcs , where they might 
hue their heads cut off for the loue of lefus 
Chriſt. Bur being met _ the way by their 
racle he brought them home back again to 
the great joy of their mother who was much 
flited for them, fearing thy might haue been 
faln into ſome pit about the houſe, Roderick 
excuſed himſclf that his fiſter had perſwaded 
tim to that journey. They were both of them 
altoniſhed when they read in ſpritual books, 
that the glory and pain of the other life was 
to be cterbal, and ſpoke often of it, and ſtayed 
atthis word, eternally, repeating it again and 
2gain with great guſt,cternally,cternally,ercr- 
nally. And with this conſideration our Lord 
iwprintcd in her heart 4 great deſire of taking 
that way , which would bring her to the glory 
which was to laſt eternally. Wherefore being 
hindredin her deſire of Martyrdom, ſhe com- 
penlated that her defire of dying for God by 
doing all the alms-deeds ſhe could , and by 
other works of piety making litl: Hermirages 
vith het brother jn their fathers garden , not 
dy way of ſport as other children are wont to 
do, but there to recolle& themſclues and to 
& their deyotions. Thus our Saint paſſed her 
tender years in ſeeking ſolitude , and in it 
employed herſclt in pious exerciſes, eſpecially 


imprinted in her heart , to wit that 


in recitivg the Roſary of our Lady ,faught | 
particular - — 


her by her mother, She had 4 
uotion to that paſſage of the Holy 
when our Sauiour 


Ghoſpel, 


in her chamber i piRurg, of this myſtery , 
with theſe words; Domine da mili aquam , 
Lord give me water , and without knowing 
the 21cat pood which ſhe demanded, (be often 
beſought our Lord to giue her of this living 
water, When ſhe was about twelue years old 
it pleaſed God to take away her goot mother, 
which very ſenſibly aflited her, Fortemetly, 
ſhe made her recours to 'our Lady ; add put 
herſelf before her piſture, beſeeching hes with 
tears in hereyes,that feing ſhe was now with» 
out 4 mother , ſhe would pleafe henceforth 
to be her mother , and receive her for her 
davghter,But the deuil enuying at theſe happy 
beginnings, partly by the ceading 6f Roman« 
ces , and partly by vain companfdns made 
her torelax this holy feruor , and begin to 
make herſelf fine, to trim herhalr , to make 
vic of perfumes and fo forth, although-with- 
out any bad intention; or defire of giving any 
one occaſion to offend God. But'out Lord 
who had defigned her to do fo great things 
tor his glory, did not permit her to continue 
long in theſe vanitys , but took order that ſhe 
ſhould be ſent toa certain Monaſtery of the 
Ocder of Saint Auguſtin , in whichperſons of 
like quality were educated : and there by the. 
company and couaſcl of a ſeruant of God int 
that Monaſtery,ſhe began to reſame her pious 
cuſtoms, which ſhe had for ſome time,omitted, 
prayed much , commended herſclfto the prai« 
ers of the Religious , although ſhe 'did not: 
yet whollydefice tobe one herſclf. Afterwards 
reading of good books in the houſe of het 
vncle , rather to pleaſe him , then out of any 
great deuotion , ſhe came to vaderſtand that 
verity , which our Lord in her infanc 
was | 
nothing , and would paſs ina moment, and 
ſhe began by litle and litle to encline to I 
Religious eſtate , but could not perſwade her« 
ſelf abſolutely to reſolue vpon it. She conti« 
nucd in this conflit with herſelf for the ſpace 
of thrice months, vrging herlclf with this ar- 
gument, that the labours and difficulties of X. 
religious life could not be greater then the + 
pains ot Purgatory, and ſcing that ſhe hadde- 
ſerucd hel} ,1t would be no great matter if ſhe 
ſhould be the reſt of her life as it were in 
Purgatory. At this ſame time ſhe read the 
epiſties0 Saint Hicrom, and was fo helped by 
them that ſhe madea generous reſolution to 
take 4 religious courle; and accordingly has 
uing acquainted her father with it , and he 
retuſingto giue his conſent, early in the mor- 
ning vpon the day of the commemoration of 
all ioulsin the year one thouſand fue hundred 
thirty 


by the well diſtourſed O<3 6%. 
with the Samaritan woman, and had alwaies *=*: 


789. 
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thitty five}, þeiog now twenty years of age, 
without ſaying any thing to any one, except 


Oc 4g. to one of her brothers who accompanied her, 
#'x &. ſhe wentout of the houſe of her father to the 


Monaitery ofthe Incarnation which isatAuila 
of the Order ofthe 0 OY 
to become ReligiolUF* : although with ſuch 4 
great contradiction of her foul , and ſuch 4 
ſt-anpe, gricfand reſentment , as it her bones 
had beep ſeparated from one another, or her 
ſoul ſeparated from ber body ; ipſomuch that 
to-e3pels what ſhe had felt in any great pain, 
ſhe/wagyment to ſay, ſhe never telt the like 
vnles it:yere when ſhe went out of her fathers 
houſe terbe..religious. To teach vs that we 
mult gos/ conclude we are. not called to ſuch 
or ſuch-an eflate ot life ;, or to ferue almighty 
God mgre+pertedly in the ſtate wherein we 
are ,beczule we find a great natural difficulty 


and 1eppgpancy hereunto, As ſoon as ſhe had | 


takenthetabit , our Lord-(who cxſpets nos 


thing.els} But eur generops. reſolutions to do | 


things that are difficultſor his ſeruice, that be 
way wake appear the greatnes of his mercies 


in vs;)immediately gaue ber ſo great ajoy and | 
contentfar;having made choice of this eſtate, | 


that it remained with her all her life. The ari- 


dity ofhes foul was ſudden]y.changed intoa. 


very-gteattenderngs , and her guſt of the 
things of- the world into a guſt of thoſe of 
Religion, Notwithſtanding our Lord did not 
fail to exerciſe her this year of het Novitiate 


with great troubles, which though cauſed by 


things of ſmall importance, did nota litle dit- 


quict ,-and-afflict her. She ſuffered alſo this | 


yeat great-maladies in her body, yet notwith- 


Randing with great joy and contentment ſhe | 


piade her'Profeſſion at the end of the year , al- 
though not without great difhculty , and not 
much;inferiorto- that which ſhe felt when ſhe 
rock the habit, with ſuch rude aſſaults did the 
deuil endeauor to hinder the exzcution of her 
holy purpoles. 

' Shehad not been long in Religion but 
certain perſons,whoſe conuerſation was ſome-' 
what dangerous, viſiting the Monaſtery , ſhe 
fell to be familiar with them , inſomych that 
ſhe began to leaue her praier , and thought 
that it-was a great point of humility to do lo, 
being aſhamed to treat with particular famili- 
arity with God,when ſhe was ſo yainly diſtra- 
&ed in that of men, But after about A years 
intermiſſion ſhe returned to her praier again, 
but did not yet leauec her accuſtomed conver- 
ſations. Being vpon I time at the gate of the 
Mcnaſtery with one of thoſe whole conuer- 
ſation did her much barm, our Lord ſhewed 
het one of his ſacred armes greatly woundesg, 
and a'l coucred over with lores , witha x cece 
of fieſh torn out of it , ſince the time he was 
tyed to the pillar , as it were cowplaining of 
the eſtate in which he was tor her {cke,and | 
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bow il] ſhe required him for it 
ſhe Cid, And this viſion helped Lo 
withdraw her from hex dang Ph 
—_— {Le did not forth 
them. Jn ſuch ſorte that ſte was 
years talling and riſing __ 7 out toy 
ſully crzoying the conſolations of AT 
caule ſhe did not well dilfele berſclſtorece 
them, although ſte tcok nogreat ouſt Cceive 
in the comfoits of the woild TL re 
when ſhe was inthemthey were altaye 7 
the memory of her oblipations to God = 
of the great jaults that ſhe committed x _ 
him. Althcugh it is not likely that any oo 
faults which ſhe commuted at thistime ad 
which ſhe bewails with 6 preat reſentment 
did arrive to the malice of a mortal ſin, Fi 
although in her lite ſbe ſaics the place wa 
ſhewed her which was prepared for her in 
| hell , this might be not for that ſhe had then 
| delerued it, but becauſe the way in whichſhe 
was, had not our Lord drawn her out of it 
| would baue brought herto lomething defer 
' uing hell. And even at this very time before 
her tull conuciſion vato God, ſometimesthere 
palled many months , and ſometimes 4 while 
year, in which ſhe kept herſelf very Carefully 
tic.m oftcnding God, and gave herſelf much 
to praier,inſomuch that very fey daies paſſed 
her , in which ſhe did.not employ large POC 
tions of time in praier , and in fine prater was 
that , by means whereof,our Lord abſolutely 
withdrew her from all her vanitys, and vn: 
profitable cares, and brought her entircly to 
bimſelt; as we ſball now declare, Entiingone 
; time into her Oratory , ſhe (aw an image of 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt all covered 'oucr with 
| wounds : and as ſoon as ſhe perceived it, ſhe 
was troubled to ſee our Lord with ſo many 
wounds and began to conſider hoy vograte» 
full ſhe bad been towards him , and boy ll 
ſhe had requited his loue , and to feel ſuch 
ſtrange gricf,that ſhe thought her heartwould 
| have clouen in peeces. With this reſentment 
and griet ſhe caſt herſelf down by the image 
powring out abundance of tears , and beke- 
ching our Lord that he would be pleaſedal 
at once to giue her ſtrength neuer to 0 
him more, ſaying that ſhe would not riſe fron 
the place where ſhe was, votill her requit 
was granted, Nor was ber pious and bundſ 
praicr without truit,for from thenceſorvats 
ſhe war euer profiting, and approching vel) 
day neerer and ncerer yntoGod, witha great 
loue then ſhe had euer yet had; and ourLord 
began to beſtow greater graces vpon deril 
her praicr, then he was wont. All the wil 
graces ſhe received through the interceſio0 
of our Lady,and ot Blefſed Saint loſeph : fr 
(o our Lord himſelf revealed yoto her,as 
left written vnder her own hand in afingl 
f aper, in which ſhe ſaics : 7 vndnſldtid * 
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erOus familiar Oc 
with entirely leg ti 
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bad 4 great obligation to ſerue our Lady and 
if. 5, Joſeph, for that oftentimes I Wholly ruining 
1% wſelf,God by their pravers reſtored me to bealth 
it ,-43. Amongſt other Graces which our Lord 
did her, be permitted to riſe in her ſoul a new 
fear, that the great ſweetnes which ſhe felt in 
raier , and the ſuſpenſion of her foul , 
vere illuſions and tricks of the deuil to take 
away from her mental praier , and to hinder 
ber from thinking vpon the Paſſion of our 
Lord, and from profiting and aduancing her- 
felf by it. Andthere wanted not fome ſcruants 
of God who judged that it was ſo indeed, and 
their ground was , for that what ſhe receiued 
in praicr , Was not wont to be giuen but to 
:{ons of great perfe&ion , from which ſhe 
was yet far oft by reaſon of the imperteQtions 
which ſhe had , and their opinion was that 
ſuch gifts of God were not well compatible 
with {uch a kind 'of life , and conſequently 
that her ſuſpenfions could not be trom God. 
And it augmented the ſuſpition , that ſhe had 
how employed herſelf for twenty years in 
praier , and it ſucha kind of praier as ſhe ex- 
perierced had bcen from God, it would in 
{6'ong time haue wholly changed ber. The 
Saint- was mech afflited hereat ,and wept 
thu, and although on the one (ide ſhe could 
nottell how to' believe , that things which 
prafired her ſo much ſhould be from the de- 
vil* on. the'bther fide ſhe feared leaſt for her 
fs, God ſhoul/tpermit her to be blinded, and 
ſhr'not percelac it. Atthis tice ſhe came ace 
ebainted' with the Fathers of the Society of 
{us/; and one of thera who vnderſtaod her 
yell, helped her ouch , and:told her it was 
matiiteſt that it was the fpicit of God that 
wiught 1n her. This father drew her affec. 
tonto pennance and mortification, of which 
ſte had taket tle care by reaſon of her great 
maladies'andTofirmities, telling her that ſhe 
night do'things which would be no prejudice 
to her health; and that perhaps God ſent her 
theſe maladies,-becauſc of herſelf ſhe practiſed 
mo-pennance- or auſterity., ſo that he would 
give it her with His own hand, He made her 
d many mottifications , and by this means 
berpraicr was founded vpon4 good founda- 
dn (which isthat' of pennance and mortifi- 
Wation ; that is may be ſuch as it ought to be) 
and'her profit! hence was -very apparent, for 
thit ſhe reſefited: very much the very leaſt 
ſince that ſhe committed againſt God , and 
i ſhe had any thing which was ſuperfluous 
about her, ſhe could not recolle& here) varill 
the had caſt it away» At this time ſhe had the 
opportunity of peaking with Bleſſed Father 
Vfgncis of Borgia of the Socicty of Ieſus, and 
ce difcourled with him about her manner of 
Ptaier, and-the Bleſſed Father anſwereg her 
"Wat ir was the (ſpirit of God , and that ſhe 
"ſhould = refiſt any longer : what ſhe had 
OM, 2» | 
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| hitherto done was well done : but that for 
the future ſhe ſhould begin her praier with 4 
point of the Paſſion , and if that afterwards 


not refiſt him , but permit herſelt to be eleua« 
ted, and lead by him.She was much comforted 
by the diſcourſe which ſhe had with this Bleſ- 
ſed Father. After this ſhe came acquainted with 
another Father ofthe ſame Socicty , who al- 
though he guided her with great prudence 
and ſweetnes, he began notwithſtanding to 
raiſe her 4 litle higher , and to conduct her to 
4 greater perfettion, telling her, that entirely 
and perfe&ly to content and pleaſe God , ſhe 
ought not to omit todo any thing. She found 
then no ſmall difficulty to leaue certain friend» 
ſhips which ſhe was bound in perfeftion to 
quit herlelf of, not forthat God was offended 
in them, but becauſe ſhe had agreat afteion to 
them : and being naturally of a gencrous and 
noble diſpoſition, there being no 1g in them, 
it Keaacd to her 4 great ingratitude to leaue 
them, and ſhe told her Coatefſariusas much : 
and he bad her commend the matter to God 
for ſome daies , and pray to the Holy Gholt , 
and ſay the Hyma , Tent Creator Spiritus, 
that he would giue her light to vnderitand 
what was beſt to be done. She did ſo, and 
one day bauing beea 4 long time in praicc 


| beſecching our Lord to help her, to the cad 


that ſhe might be able to content and pleaſe 
him in all things, all on the ſudden ſhe ſuffe- 
red a rapt, which wholly tranſported her out 
of herſelf ,andin it ſhe heard in the very bot« 
tom of her ſoul theſe words : 7 will not that 
benceforward thou baue any familiarity with 
men , but With the «Angels. This grace was fo 
from God , and it was ſo manifeſt that it was 
fo , that what ſhe could not obtain of herſelf 
in many years with all the diligence that ſhe 
had vſcd , cuen to the pre1udice of her health, 
the Lord of hearts did it all in a moment,and 
(he was from that time ſo changed, that all her 
life ſhe could not have friendſhip , nor take 
comfort but with ſuch perſons as ſhe ſaw God 
indeed loucd, and it was 4 heauy croſs to her 
to conuerſe with any one that was not giuen 
to prayer. Our Lord multiplied day by day his 
graces and fauors towards ber, ſpeaking to 
her after diuers manners and teaching her very 
bigh truths, and ſhewing her great & ſublime 
viſions , all which leſt in her ſoul wondere 


and growing better. Yet notwithſtandin 
there wanted not thoſe who told her that Kf 
was from the deuil , bur ſhe having the Ap- 
probation of him that conteſſed her, and cer- 
tain other Fathers , anſwered , that the great 
Lord who viſited her, in token of his loue 
'cft her jewels vpon her hands, which ſhe had 
aot betore, her foul being muchamended and 


changed tor the better by his viſits, as was 
Q444q mani. 


our Lord ſhould cleuate her ſpirit, ſhe ſhould © 


fall effe&s , by which ſhe went on profiting - 
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manifeſt to thoſe thoſe vnto whom ſhe con» 
feſſed:8& that therefore ſhe could not perſwade 


OcTo- herſelf , that he whoſe deſign is to lead fouls 
BER. to hell, would to this effe& make vic of a 


means ſo contrary, as was this to withdraw 
her from fins, and togiue her vertues,and ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength, That which aMiced her,and 
ſo as never any thing which ſhe ſuffered in all 
her life aflied her more, was the contradic- 
tion of ſome perſons whom ihe ſaw tobe the 
ſeruants of God. A certain Father that heard 
her confeſſhons ſometimes, told her,that it was 
evident that it was the devil who deluded 
her , and therefore bad her make the ſigne of 
the croſs if ſhe ſaw any thing, & by this means 
the deuil would leauc coming to her. This 
wasa hard precept to her who was aſlured that 
it was God , yct ſuch was her obedience, that 
ſhe did whatſocuer was commanded her. And 
accordingly when ſbe had true viſions ſhe fig- 
ned herſelt with the holy croſs , or when ſhe 
omitted to ſign herſelf, ſhe took 3 crols inher 
hand to comply with obedience. Although 
when ſhe had thoſe yifions it was impoſſible 
for her to doubt that it was God : whe- 
xefore ſhe asked pardon for what ſhe did,of 
him againſt whom ſhe made the fgn of the 
croſs , telling him that ſhe did it to obey thoſe 
that were in his place : and our Lord anſwe- 
red her, that he did Well to obey them , and 
that he would make them to know the truth : 
as aſterwardsthey did, and changed their opi- 
nion. One day being in ſuchan occaſion, our 
Lord whois not afraid of the croſs, took her 
croſs from her, and afterwards gave it her a- 
gain, but of anotherfaſbion then he had taken 
it away : for it ſcemed to her to be made of 
four great ſtones more rich then any Dia- 
monds, and in one of them were marked very 
amiably and artificially the five wounds , and 
witball our Lordtold her , that benceſorvard 
she sbowld ſee this croſs ſo: and ſo it happened: 
for ſhe nomore ſaw the wood of which it was 
made , but only theſe precious ſtones : altho- 
ugh to others the croſs appeared the ſame as 
before. In fine our Lord to make it better ap» | 
= , as hc had promiſed, that what was in 
is ſeruant was not from the devil, but from | 
himſclf, inflamed her heart with ſo great and 
high a fire of the loue of God, that ſhe was 
even burnt vp,and ready tody out of thede» 
fire of ſeing him. At this time ſhe ſaw ſome- 
times by her , on her left fide , an Angel'in 
A corporeal ſhape, litle, but with a very beay» 
tiful countenance , and ſo inflamed, that he 
ſeewed to her to be one of the Order of the 
Scraphims. He had i dart of gold in his hands, 
of 3 good length , with iron at the end of it, 
and agsit ſeemed A litle fire ,and with this dart 
he wounded her heart , and when he drew it 
back again , he ſeemed to draw her very 
entrals alter it,and left her all on fire with 
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Great was the edification 
_ in op nagar, A this 

t ſhe did by her good exam 

hght which frond, > ho ber 6 ra ie | 
ſtanding all her diligence to hide ning 
this was but litle in compariſon of wh = 
Lord had determined to do by her 2 an 
Wherefore aſter that our Loyd had hs 
vnto her certain great and ineffable h_ 
the glory which ſhall be given to the juſt and 
of the torments which are prepared for the 
wicked : ſhe conceived new defires of 
nance and ſolitude, to give herſelf more the 
ever to Gog, to whom ſhe acknowledged be. 
(e}t ſo much obliged : and thinking conting 
ally how this might be done ; ſte belieue 
that it was to be effected by obſcrying withal 
perfection poſſible her rule, which was nee 
kept in her Monaſtery accojding toits fi 
form , but with the mitigation of 2 certai 
Bull. Theſe were her defies , which ourLod 
brovght happily to effe& inthe manner fl. 
lowing, A ccitain perlon ſaid one daytothe 
Saint , that if they could be Religiqu alterthe 
manner of the-.Diſcalced of S. Clare, ther 
might be means found ta byjld aMonaſters 
She who had like delices i conkerredthe way 
ter with a. certain widow: of her acquin 
tance ,who ardenily deſired the ſameth 
began to think of means gf proyidiog it wi 
rents; but the Saint althoygh-ſhe liked well.of 
the deſign, yer.ſhe was loth tolcauetheMos 
naſtery in which ſhe was : in fine they,hoth 
reſolucd ſeriouſly to recommend the mattgryp 
our Lord. The next day atter.ſhe hadcommyy 
nicated , our Lord Ieſus Chyiſt commanded 
her to employ all her forces, and toprocure 
the founding of this Monaſtery, promiling hex 
that it ſhould be, don , and: xb4t bis Mall 
ſhould be much ſerved in it , and commanded 


| that it ſhould be called Saint Ioleph, anda 


that Saipt loſeph ſhould be at one ofthe gates, 
and his moſt boly Mother at the other,a 
that himſelf would prote& it, and bewila 
them,and that this Monaſtery ſhould bes, 
that ſhould giuca great light, He added tis 
she muſt not think. that be Was 4.lith rwl0 
Religions Orders, although they: Were raaxth 
an 4 bat Yould become of the would if thaeW 
wo Religious ? And the Saint thus 

and encouraged by our Sauiour, ſet vp 
founding of this Monaſtery ,in which be 
with ſtrange oppoſitions and contradiainns 
but animated by new Reuelations & cnevur 
gements from our Lord ſhe bappily furmour 
ted them all. Such murmuring there was 
whole town againſt this foundation , thats 
Prouincial thought beſt not to admit ulp 
and ſo the whole buſines was quite broken 
for 3 time : and her very conteſſor, to wy 
{mail affliqi10n, wit to her, that NOW _ ut 
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cleerly ſee by what had happened, that what | 
ſhe thovghtto haue been reucaled to her from 
heaven concerning this Monaſtery was but 
: dream : andthat ſhe ſhould ſpeak no more 
of it. But our Lord encouraged her, ſaying 
vato her : T bat ske showld not be affiifed ; that 
tbe bod done bim 4 great ſermice , and that he 
bod nut offended bim : that for the preſent she 
rhould do that %hich her confeſſor commanaed 
her , "util that ts shogld be time to begin again. 
With this ſhe was 1o comforted that alltbat 
had happened againſt her ſeemed to her no- 
thing. And that which ſhe drew out of all was, 
that the loue of God, and his other gifts were 
wonderfully augmentcd and encreaſcd in her, 
and that ſhe had thoſe torrents and inundas» 
tons of laue with mote force , and greater 
rapts then before, Some time afterwards our 
Lord commanded her again to treat about the 
foundation vfthe Monaſtery: and accordingly 
ſhe ſet vpon it , and bought 4 bouſe tor this 
purpoſe ſecretly by ber brother in law asfor 
himſelf , and began to build it yp fit for her 
purpoſe, 8& vnder pretext of ſcing ot her ſiſter, 
ſhe had 4 good occaſion to goout of her Moe 
naſtery to ſee and baſten the building }, only 
this houle ſeemed too litle for her deſign, vn- 
les ſhe had alſo another houlc joyning vpon 
itwhich ſhe wanted money: to buy. As ſhe 
yas in this doubt and perplexity,our Lord one 
Gy after communion ſaid vnto her theſe 
words : F haze alreany tcld thee that thow sboul- 
teſt exter as thou could ſt. O the auarice of man- 
hind | that thou shouldeſs think, that thou 
thould'ſs euen Want earth. Hoy often bane I 
ſlept in the open air , for that I had not Ybere 
tozbelter my ſelf. pon this ſhe laid afide all to* 
licitude about more place,and only took care 
to finiſh the building in a ſimple, and rude 
manner ſoas they might be able to dwell init, 
Afterwards ſhe had another doubt,whether ſhe 
ſhould put this Monaſtery, when it was built, 
vader the obedience ot her own Provincial, 
or of the Biſhop, but our Lord told her ſhe 
ſhould put it vnder the obedience of the Bi- 
ſhop , and directed her how to ſend to Rome 
topet 4 diſpatch about it, and in very conue- 
ent time a Bull came down from Rome , in 
vertue whereot the Biſhop admitted the 
obedience of the Monaſtery. And vpon Saint 
Bartholomews day in the year one thouſand 
five hundred fixty two, this firſt Monaſtery of 
the Diſcalced Carmelitcs was ftonnded at A- 
uila, vader the name of the glorious Saint 
loſeph; the moſt. Blefled Sacrament was pla- 
ccd in jt , and the habit was giuen to four 
Damzels,great ſeruants of God, in the preſence 
of our Saint, who by reaſon of theſe things, 
and ſeingthatſo happily accompliſhed which 
our Lord had fo much recommended vnto 
her, conſidering alſo the grace that ſhe had 
Kceiued of his Diuin Maicſty, in having made 


choice of her for ſo neceſſary and fo impor» 


the Saint had received diuers Revelations con- 
cerning this Monaſtery, yet when ſhe conſyl- 
teda holy and learned man of the Order of 
Saint Dominick about it , ſhe would not de- 
clare vnto him the Reuelations which ſhe had 
bad about it, for that in this buſines, and in all 
others alſo which ſhe had to do. ſhe would 
not haue the thing carried on by Reuclations, 
but ſhe repreſented the reaſons which moued 
her vnto it , and the good that might come 
irom it, and left it to them whom {ſhe conſul- 
ted , to judge of it, asif it had been mere hue 
man counſel, and God had not at all inter» 
uened in it. : 
Our Saint lived in this new Monaſtery of 
Saint Joſeph about five years, and they ſeemed 
vnto her the moſt ſweet and pleaſant of her 
wholelife ; ſhe ſeemed to herſelf to be in hea- 
ven, and thoſe ſouls awongſt whom ſhe lived 
ſeemed to her to be ſo many Angels.Notwith- 
ſanding the greatnes of her courage, and the 
fire of the loue of God with which ſhe was 
inflamed , higdered her from taking full con« 
tent in tbis pleaſing repoſe, by reaſon of the 
extreme defire which the had ofthe ſalvation 
of ſouls. Whereupon being one night in 
praier,our Lord comforting her,faid vnto her: 
Expef 4 litle daughter, and thou thalt ſee 
great things. Thele words, of which at preſent 
ihe could not imagin the fignification, began 
ſhortly aftct to be tulfilled. For our Lord bee 
yond all cxpeation made the General of the 
Carmelites'to come to Avila ; of which our 
Saint being aduertiſed , ſhe procured that he 
might come to the Monaſtery of Saint Ioſeph 
where ſhe was. Atier then that ſhe had piuen 
him account not only of the foundation of 
this Monaſtery,but in a wanner of her whole 
life , he comforted her very much, and was 
exccedingly rezoyced to lee their form of li- 
uing , lively repreſenting the beginning of 
their Order; ſcing that the firſt rule was there 
kept without any relaxation : and to giue oc 
cafion to the Saint to put in effect the ardent 
defires which ſhe had to be able to ſerue1n the 
gathering of ſouls to God, he gaue her(with- 
out being asked) very larg+letters patents to 
empower her to found more luch like Mona» 
ſeries , with expreſs charge and Order to 
found as many as ſhe could : 4 thing which 
ſhe had never thought of before. And the S. 
made ſo good vie of this power, that ſhe foun 
ded no cls then two and thirty Monaſteries, 
poor as ſhe was, and deſtitute of human ſuce 
cors , notwithſtanding the preat difficultys 
and oppoſitions ſhe met with in the foundin 
of them, both from men and devils : our by 


| moſt graciouſly viſiting , comforting, and en- 
. COUra» 


19% 


_— == 


tant 4 work,ſhe received heretrom fo ſenfible 15 
a conſolatjon , that ſhe ſeemed to herſelfto be g cr 0- 
in Paradiſe. It is to be noted that although & z&. 
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O «ro. med ſo tenderly to louc her, that his heart 
" 8k, Could not endure to ſee her a long time in 


' liroyed, F Will accomplish what 1 bane promiſed 


Ntery, was exceedingly comforted : and began 


couraging of her in all ber difficultys , and 
troubles , and that ſo frequently , that he ſee+ 


deſolation , and diſcomfort. One time when 
ſhe, was greatly afflifted and in a great fear 
that her firſt Monaſtery at Auila would be 
quite diflolucd by reaſon of i ſtrange commo- 
tion raiſcd in the whole city againſt it , -our 
Lord, who was cuer neer her to comfort her, 
ſaid vnto her: Doeſt thou not know Yell that 7 
am omnipotent bat art thou affraid of ? Hold 
for certain that the Monaſtery sball not be ae- 


thee, And accordingly he did ſo, changing all 
the oppoſition and perſecution of that city, 
iato 4 fingular aftc&ion and beneuolence to- 
wards the ſaid Monaſtery. And the day on 
which againſt her will ſhe was made Prioreſs 
of it, being in a very great rapt, ſhe ſaw how 
her heaucnly ſpouſe receiued her with exceſ- 
five loue,and put i rich crown vpoa her head, 
giving her many thanks for what ſhe had don 
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Monaſtery in Valliodolid ,not long ak 
denly fell ſick,and died ,and bis ſpatchan 


him, he was not able to make 3full conven, *0 
although he gaue great ſigns of Contrition, * 


She hearing of his death was much affilte 
for him , fearing leaſt perhaps his (ou| wy 
damned , and as ſhe was recommending tin 
to God , our Lord told her, that his ſaluation 
had been in great danger, and that he hy 
ſhewed him mercy for the ſervice he baddon 
his mother,giviog her 4 houſe, for the building 
of 3 Monaſtery there of her Order , andtha 
he ſhould come out of Purgatory , when the 
firſt Maſs ſhould be ſaid there, and nothefore, 
The Saint hauing heard this, being ſo full of 
charity as ſhe was, for that ſhe had alwiis 
before her eyesthe grieuous pains that this foul 
endured, could find no repoſe yntill he hat 
founded the Monaſtery, And to the endtha 
we might know the compaſſion thatourLord 
has ot the fouls that are in Purgatory ,and 
how pleaſing and pratefull that is vato hin 
which is don for them, himſelf oneday,ſring 


tor his mother. And another time when they | that the Saint , by reaſon of certain uffirs 


were all in the Quite in. praier , after Com- 
pline , ſhe ſaw our Lady with very great glory 
1a a white robe , vader which ſhe receiued 
and detended them all. And after ſhe had foun- 
ded the Monaſtery of S. Iovſeph at Malagon, 
our Lord encouraged and incited her to make 
taſte in theſe foundations: for ſo ſhe left writ- 
ten in her own hand. Vpon the ſecond diy of 
Lent after I had communicated at S. Joſeph's 
of Malagon, our Lord [cſus Chriſt repreſented 
hiafclt vatome,and looking vpon him, I ſaw 
that he had vpon his head in ſtead ofa crown 
of thorns ,a crown of great ſplendor, which 
coucred all his head , and methovghtit was 
in the place of the wounds which the thorns 
made : and I being much deuoted to this my- 


to think how great4 torment that muſt needs 
be, ſeing it had cauſed him ſo many wounds, 
and this was a great gricf to me. Our Lord 
told me, that I ſhould not have pity and com- 
paſſion of him for ſuch wounds : but for the 
great number of thoſe wounds which were 
giuen him at this day, I demanded of him, 
what it was that I could do to remedy this: 
he told me that it was not now time to reſt : 


which occurred , made ſome dclay to goto 
Ualliodolid to found the ſaid Monaſtery, ha 
tened her on as ſhe was in praier , biddi 

her ro make haſt away, for thatthat ſoulſut 
tered much, And all was fulfilled as had been 
reucaled vnto her : for Maſs beingended.aod 
the Saint approaching to receiue the holy 
communion , the Gentleman who had been 
maſter of the houſe and garden, whereſheand 
her companions now were , appeared vato 
her with 2 glorious and cheerful counte: 
nance , and thanked her with joyned hands, 


_ 
I 
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for that which ſhe had don for his deliucry 


out of Purgatory ;and after this, hewouated 
vp to heauen, One of her Religious deing 
neer her end , was filled with an exceeding 
Joy : and the Saint, who had been praying 
the-Quire before the Bleſſed Sacrament , tat 
It would pleaſe our Lord to giue her 3 hap] 
end, coming to viſit her , ſhe ſawatthebc 
of her bed, in the midle of it, our Lodl 
Chriſt, with his armes open , asit weref® 
ding, and defending her ; who {aid vato it 
Saint, that ſhe ſhould hold forcertain that 
would in the ſame manner proteRallthe 
ligious that ſhould dy in her Monaſtetys, 


but that 1 ſhould make haſtc to build thoſe Þ that they ſhould not fear temptations at ®* 


houſes, and that with the ſouls of thoſe that 
ſhould be in them , he ſhould hauc repoſe : 
and that I ſhould admit of as many foundati- 
ons as were offered me , tor that there were 
many fouls who tor want of a place of retire- 
ment, did not ferue him. Innumerable were 
the viſits and revelations with which our Lord 
comforted this his dear ſpoule in her troubles 
and doubts. 


hour of their death : that is, ſuch temptati' 
as might make them dy with ſome 0 
diſquiet, c 
Whilſt our Saint was in the heats of the f 
her holy foundations, by the inſtigation 
Sathan , certain who did not know the 
rity , with which her heart burnedto ſec 
glory of God , and his moſt holy mothet; 
the pood of ſouls, began to _ * - 
0 


A certain Gentleman who had giuen the 
Saint an inheritance for the founding of 4 


ber, and to hate no good opinion | 
voyages , and began to ſpeak t00 m— 
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VF vn hand in the following words. One day 
4 ;hioking with myſelf whether thoſe who 


- them : and herſelf, ſuch was her hutnility and 
rudence » began allo to refleft vpon this her 
manner of lite, as ſhe left written vnder her 


ht ill ofthis my going forth to-found hou- 

bo ru were offered (0 ,.-- reaſon,and whes 
ther it were not better that I ſhould employ 
nyſelt continually in prayer, vaderſtood from 
our Lord: During this life, profit does not confaſt | 
is endeauorinz more and mone to enjoy me , but 
1 do my Vil. And in another paper : Thin- | 
king one time with what purity we live, when 
ye arc remote from buſineſſes, and how many 
fules 1 muſt commit when I ſhould medle 
yiththem, ] vnderſtood : Ft can not be others 
wiſe my daughter , be only carefull to baue 4 
night intention , and not to be entangled in | 
them , and look, yp0n me , that What thou sbalt 
the , may be conformable to that Which F haue 
; kn. Thus our Lord ſtill encouraged the Saint 
zpainſt all the difficultys which were obieQed | 
ynto her in the holy cnterpriſcs, which by his. 
inſpiration ſhe had vadertaken. 

Notwithſtanding the happy progreſs of her | 
foundations of Monaſterics as well of men as 
yomen , who profeſſed to obſerue the firſt 
we , without any Mitigation , of the Holy * 
Order of our Lady of Carmel, yet there re- | 
mained one thing which much afflifted her, | 
and it was, that the Religious both men and 
yomen Diſcalced, were immediately ſubjced 
to the General and Prouiacials of the Mitie i 
gated Carmelites, which much hindered the. 
tanquillity and peace both ofthe one, and the 
ater ;for that vpon this occaſion there was! 
niled ſucha ſtorm by the Mitigated(although 
vith a good intention) againit the Diſcalced 
Fathers , that it ſeemed their retormation 
would be quite deſtroyed , and the chief of 
them ſutfered extreme perſecutions vpon this 
xcount, la the mean time the Saint alſo had 
much to ſuffer , ſcing themin that condition, 
who had coſt her ſo many praiers and tcars;to 
obtain them of God, Morecouer things were 
kid of her greatly preiudicial to ker good 
rae , but ſhe was not fo ſolicitous about 
this infamy ; as about the affliction of theſe 
Fathers : for ſhe knew moſt certainly how 
vnjuſtly they ſuffered, and this ſtrangely af- 
fied her. To get ſome light in theſe obſcu- 
ritys, and to. the end that God would pleaſe 
togiue her ſome eaſe in theſe affli tions which 
enuroned her , ſhe cauſed continual praiers, 
vith faſts, and diſciplines to be made in her 
Monaſteries, and lifted vp her eycs to heaven, 
whence her ſuccour mult come. Being once 
n praier, and thinking whether ornothe per- 
ſons who croſſed her affaires would indeed 
bring to nothing this new Reformation of 
the Diſcalced , our Lord anſwered her : Sore 
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quite contrary. Together with this her recours 

to God , ſhe did not negle& to make vſc of © |, 
human means, but endeauorcd to getthefauor «©... 
of the King , and of the Grandees of the king- , «x. 
dom in the bufines : and in fine the Divin 
Majeſty ſo heard her defires, and gaue ſuch 

ſucceſs to her eadeauors, that by the command 

of Pope Gregory the thirteenth, the Diſcalced 

had '3 Chapter, where they choſe themſclues 

a Provincial , to whom they remained jmme- 

diately ſubic& together with the women of 

of the ſame Reformation , and mediately to 

the General alone of the Mitigated, without 

any dependance on thzir Provincials, and fo 

this ſcparation brought the peace and tran- 
quillity ſo much deſired. 

After this the Saint went on in founding 
Manaſteries as betore , and met with her 
wonted oppolitions in the founding of them 
from men,and Deuils, and caulclcs tears: but 
our Lord encouraging her ſhe till broke 
through them all.On* time doubting to receiue 
a certain houſe, becaufe amongſt other realons, 
ſhe was affraid there was not i fufficiency for | 
the ſubfiſtance and durance of it, ſhe was ſhat- 
ply reprehended by our Sautour for it after 
communion , ſignifying vnto her, with what 
treaſures the Monaſteries had been built, 
which hitherto had been founded , and that 
ſhe ſhould not doubt to admit of this houſe ; 
that it ſhould be tor his great ſeruice, and for 
the profit of fouls. And vpon another like oe 
caſion he reprehended her much in the ſame 
manner , ſaying vnto her : vhat art thou afraid 
of ? when 4id T fail thee? f amPſiill the ſame 
that I baue been; do not ceaſe to make the(e founs 
dations. But who.is able'to recount the tauors 
and graces of our Lord to this Holy Virgin, 
andthe eminent vertues with which he enri- 
\ ched her, Many great perſonages haue auerred, 
that this Seraphical Virgin was able to teach 
the ſcience of Myſtical Divinity, as happily,” 
aud as peite&ly, as the greateit Doors are 
wont publikely to teach . others ſciences. By 
reaſon of this celeſtial learning ſhe had a great 
aduantage inorder to the acquifition,and pra- 
Aice of all vertues. And for as much as con« 
cernes faith , ſhe was lo well founded herein, 
that ſhe never had any temptation againſt this 
yertue ; and ſaid that the lefs ſhe vnderſtood 
matters of faith, the more ſhe belicucd them, 
and that they cauled ir; her the moze deuotion, 
and it much rezoyced her not to vnderitand 
them , and this recolle&ed her the more. She 
n-uer asked how it could be that God ſhould 
do this or that? or how this or the other thing 
could be ? Nor indeed did ſhe defire to know 
it, But it ſufficed her to thit k that God had 
done all ; and fo ſhe faid she had not whereat 
ty be aſtonished , but wherefore to admire 
him. Hence proceeded the great reverence 


mieed deſired it , but is thould not be ſo , but 
Tom, 2, 


| she had not only to the Sacraments, but alſo 
Rere to holy 
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to holy imapes, to' the office of the Church, 
which ſhe ſaid with great deuotion and reue- 


OcTto- rence, and to all the ceremonies of the ſaid 


BER. 


office how litle ſoeuer they were, to Indul- 
gences, bleſſed grains, and beads: and faid that 
ſhe would rather ſuffer a thouſand deaths, 
th:n go againſt the leaſt ceremony of the 
Church , or againſt any truth of the Holy 
Scripture. And as for holy water ſhe faies The 
had often experimented 1ts great force to 
dripe away the diuels : and that when ſhe 
took it, moſt commonly ſhe felt ſuch an inte- 
rior refreſhment , as comforted her whole 
ſoul: iuſt as a cup of cool water diffulcs itſelf 
through the whole body of one that is very 
hot and thirſty. For my part [ſaies ſhe) I con- 
ſider that it is A great thing , whatſocuer is 
ordained by the Church , and I greatly re- 
joyce that the words haue ſuch force, and give 
ſo great force to the water that is bleſt, and 
make ſo greata difference betwixt it,and that 
which is not bleſt. When ſhe heard any ſay 
that they would gladly haue been at the ſame 
time that our Sauiour was in the world , (he 


aid within herſelf , ſeipg that they had him 


the very ſame in the molt Holy Sacrament , 
what neededthey to care for any more? Mee- 
ting inthe book ofthe Canticles with place 
ſhe did not vnderſtand, ſhe took great plca- 
ſpre and content that ſhe could not vnder- 
Rand it : and ſhe aduiſes women , and ſuch 
men whoſe office is not to defend the faith, 
whca in Sermons , ſpiritual books, or medita- 
tions they meet with ſomething they can not 


'yagerſtand, not to work their heads to come. 
prchend it, but only to rejoyce at it, conſfides! 


ring that they have ſo great a God and Lord, 


that only one word of his ſhall containe a - 


thouſand myſteries in it, and they can not va- 
derſtand one of them, In fine her will was that 
the praiers, auſterities ,and pennances which 
were in her Monaſterics, ſhould be dire&ed 
chiefly for thoſe who employ themlſclues in 
the defence of the. Faith, and in the conuer- 
hon of Hercticks, | 

. The hope and confidence ſhe had in our 
Lotrd , together with her. great courage , are 
clearly (cen inthe great (yorks ſhe vndertook, 
and accompliſhed. Who would ever hauc 
thought that one ſickly maid, placed ina Mo- 
naſtecy , with ſo many bonds of Religion and 
obedicnce, without money, without the fauor 
of the world,yea with ſo many contradictions 
and perſecutions, was to be the mother of fo 
many, and {o.good children;and foundreſs of 
ſo many Monaiteries, and to reform an Order, 
which bad now been for ſo many years in the 
efiate in which ſhe found'it ? what man would 
haue dared to haue vndertaken ſuch great 
things? who would not hauc loſt courage after 
that he had vadertaken them , mecting with 


{o many difficultys,impediments,murmurings, | 


perſecutions and oppoſitions of al} forts 
perſons Secular, and Eccleſiaſtical, 00d 


hi 
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bad ? ſhe never forbore to vndertake, . "Il 


| proſecute any thing for any labor or diffculy 


that occurred , provided that ſhe vndertogy 
it to be to the greater ſeruice of Gog he, 
uing that his Divin Maicſty could nothe va, 
ting to thoſe who ſcrue him: andil it hay 
ned, after ſhe bad laboured much in Fr 
that ſhe came to know that our Lord wail 
be more ſerved in leaving it , ſhe le of 
as cafily , as if ſhe had don nothing at all þ 
it. When her firitMonaſtery was in = 
ger to be deſtroyed, ſhe made ber tecour t 
Gcd, ſaying vnto him: My Dear Lord thi 
houſe is not mine, it was made for you Boy 
that there is no body who ſtands vp forit ity 
necdfull that your Maicity do all : and havin 
ſaid this , ſhe was as comforted , and withou 


| any pain ,as if ſhe had had all the world 


her fide, and held the thing for aſſured, Sh 
made ſmall account of the aids of the world, 
to put her confidence ih them , ſhe ſaid they 
were like litle ſticks ot dry Iuniper , which 


inſtantly broke , if you laid any weighty, 


them , and that the true friendin whom ve 
ought to hope, was our Lord Ieſus Chtift, 

* This ſolid hope of the holy Virgin procee- 
ded not only from her manitold experienceof 
the goodnes of God towards her , and the 
many fauors he had don her , but alſoyet 
higher from her Charity and loue towuds 
God : which was truly Seraphical and excte- 
ding great. For if that be truc which Saint 
Gregory ſaics , and which all confeſs, that 
wOrks are the proof of loue, how great ardent, 
and inflamed muſt her loue needs be , who 
did , laboured , and ſuffered ſo much for the 
glory of God, and cſpecially with ſuch im 
pediments, and perſecutions , with ſo great 
pouerty , and with ſo many gricuous and ot- 
dinary maladies? Her books are full (whe 
mouth could not forbear ſpeakingoutol the 
abundance which was in her heart) ofthe 
moſt ardent defires which ſhe had ofthe glor 
of God, and ſo rejoyced excceding]y that i 
had the goods which he had : andas oſt:n# 
ſhe heard faidin the Creed, thatthe kingdon 
of Icſus Chriſt ſhould never hauean ed, 
felt 4 great joy in herſelf, They are alſo fl 
ofother moſt ardent defires which ſhehade 
dying , to go andſee her beloued,that it V3 
even death to her not tody,becaule ſhe coul 
not ſec him vnles ſhe died firſt, Apdfor i 
cauſe ſte rejoyced when ſhe heard the clock, 
becauſe ſhe thought (be was now a litle ea 
the ſeing of God, What 4 kind of gooenk 
Dear filiers(faies she in one of her books) 
we find in this life,ſeing that'we arc _ 
ofſogreat a good , and that We are a ” 
from owt Lord ? Deliver me 6Lord from! 


Shadow of death etc, Deliuer me © m_ 
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1 fo henceforth from all euil, and if it pleaſe you | In fine to found ſo many Monaſteries, where 

goody iþ, Carry mc where all goods arc. How is it that by the exerciſe of Chriſtian vertues ſo many — 

, 0746 po they ſhould ill ſay here , whom you have | (ouls might be ſaued. She had a holy cnuy of a 6 
CT 0- 


alicady giuen ſome knowledge of what the 


Preachers, and of all thoſe who employed 


diffculy * hogs | | 
re world is ,and who have 4 liucly faith of that | themſclues in gaining ſouls to our Lord, and mY 
d, bets. | which your eternal Father kceps for them ? | ſhe would willingly haue done the ſame , al» 
beyn, | and writing the cſtatc of her ſoul to one of | though it muſt haue coſt her 4 thouſand lives: 
t happe. | Der Conſeſſors , ſhe ſaies, It docs not ſeemto | and to ſupply this ſhe earneſtly importuned 
ithino | me that I live , nor thatl ſpak , nor thatT have | almighty God that he would pleaſe to giue 
d woyj þ any will 3 but that there isin me ſome body | ſome power to her praiers to gain ſome ſoul 
eſt it of that gouerns me, and S1UCcsS MC ſtrength ,and to his ſeruice ſcing that the deuil drew ſo 
tally | 1am almoſt wholly out ofmyſelt, lite being | many from him. Hence alſo ſhe cotertained 
eto, | vnto me 4 very gricuous pains And the pain | and treated moſt nobly, when ſhe had oppor- 
ours » | which 1 offer to Godas a grea: ſcruice,is,that | tunity, ſuch perſons as laboured in the help 
d thi | it DEiDg lo painfull a thing tome to be ſepa- | of ſouls: and when they were ſick, ſhe praied 
ob.noy | rated from him , Iam willing to live for the | for them , and would haue all thoſe where 
rit.r |} love of him , and L wiſh that it were with very | ſhe was, do the like, that they might ſpeedily 
havi great labours and perlecutions: and J would | recouer their health , and that nothing might 
zithou | fuffer all the labors and perſecutions in the | be loſt of the profit they did to ſouls : and 
do | world tor d litle more-merit, [ would lay ,to | moſt bitterly lamented their deaths, as ſhe did 
ed. She | accompliſh more abundantly his will. I care | the death of M* Iohn.Auila 4 great Preacher 
worls, | for no other thing : neither honor , nor-lite, | one that wrought great fruit in ſouls : for 
d they | nor any good of the body or ſoul does retain bearing of his death ſhe wept moſt bittz11y, 
which | mc, nor doll deſire 10 any forte my own pri- | inſomuch that her companions wondered at 
typoa | vate intereſt but only his glory.From this love | it , ſhe not vſing to weep for the death of any 
m ne | fe aid, that ſhe ſhould rejoyce tolee others | one; and when ſhe hicard of the death of her 
Q, 1a heaucn iti greater glory then herſelf , but | brother, they ſaw her not ſhed ſomuch as one 
rocee. | ſhe knew not whether ſhe ſhould rcjoyceto | tear, bat with: her hands joyned ſhe bleſſed 
neeof | ſee another loue God more then herſelt. Hence | our Lord t whereupon they took the cont 
dhe | allo when (he did any thing wherein ſhe | dencetoask her why,fcing that M.* Avila was 
ſje | ſound great difficulty , when ſhe confidered | ſo holy a man,and wasgon toenjoy God , ſhe 
vas | that it wasto the greater ſeruice of God, ſhe | was fo afflifted for him? ſhe anſwered, of that 
xcee. | fit lo great a contentment to pleaſe him,that |. make no doubt;but that which afMicts me is, 
win; | ſc made no account of the pain ſhe endured, | that the Church of God has loſt a great piller, 
ta | #d the more ſhe law that ſhe loſt confola» | and many fouls 4 great aid and ſupport which 
dn, | 110m. tor the feruice of God, the more ſhe was | they hadin him, This thirſt of the ſaluation 
who | comforted to lole it , fo that although ſhe | of ſouls made her ſay ſometimes: What mat- 
the | would haue had pain for the comfort ſheleft, | ters it that I thowld be in Purgatory wntill the 
ime ſhe could not, Hence allo ſhe made 4 vow | day of Twdgement , if I could but by my ſuffe- 
reax | ofdoing inall things tot only that which was | ring procure that only one ſoul sbould be ſaued? 


or | plcafing to out Locd, butalſothat which was | And otherwhiles that ſhe was willing to dy 


her | more plcaſing and for his greater glory, and | z thouſand times for the good of one ſoul. Nor 
the of greater pertetion : which was a moſt cui- | did ſhe content herſelf with defires : ſhe made 
the | ent fign of her ardent defice to content and | many praiers, and did great pennances ,and 
loy {| pleaſe her Creator and God. She vnderſtood | in 4 word all that ſhe could for the good of 


t be this vow 1n things that were of ſome impor- | ſouls ,aAd innumerable were helped by her : 


mace, and not ot litle things , to auoid ſcru- 


04 , and never did ſhe communicate particularly 
lm | ples.And concerning this loue of God (he ſaid, | with any one, whoſe ſoul ſhe did not profit. 
he thatit did not conhiſt in hauitg tears , guſts. | One of her familiar acquaintance appeared to 


full or tendernefles, but in ſeruing him with: ju- | her after her death, and ſaid vnto her : By thee 


dot lice ,tortitude, and humility : and that it was | 7 am ſaved. And our Lord revealed vnto her-. 
yas gotten by reloluing to labour , and ſuffer ſor | that her father ſhould be ſaved through her 
uld God , and in cxccuting it when occaſion is | interceſſion, And ſhe ſaics herſelt, that our 
ths offered. Lord did her ſo many fauorsof this nature, in 
> According to the preportion of her moſt | drawing touls out of gricuous fins, and in 
eret ardent loue of God , was that which ſhe had | briginging others to very great perfe&tion 
Sit towards her neighbors , loving them in God, by her praiers , that ſhe ſhould weaty both 
hat and for God. The force of this loue madc her | herſclf, and the reader, if she shouid recount 
ved expoſe herielt to ſo many labours , and to { them. Nor did this her charity coſt her4 litle 0 
ent moke ſo many voyages, although ſhe were | pain : for beſides her praiers and pennances, 
this Wilicted with many maladies and pains , | when any foul] was conuerted by her means, 
thiough colds,rain, ſnow,and excefſive heats: | the devil madcher 4 cruel war interiourly,and 
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all the good that ſhe had done in þ, 


ſometimes exterioutly gaue her many blowes m 
T at the inſtant ſhe perceived that ſoy; ik 


"Is in her body, and threatned her that he would 


ſ 


, Itonay 
Octo- be reuenged of her. And by ſuch figns ſhe | vp to heaven. Her charity appeate \ LI. 
BER knew the ofe@ of her praiers. Amongſt others | ther in the loue which fk 0 Fang þ- 
| I certain perſon having at the per{waſion of | perſecuted her,and wiſhed her I!: forher ry A. 
this Saint confeſſed , and left certain abomi- | rity was ſo great , that any one doing he s { 
pable ſins to which he was addi&ed, but there | il] turn, for that very reaſon , ſhe þyje "the : 
remaining with him Kill ſuch grieuoustempe» | more particular loue then others, ane ary - 
tations , that he ſeemed to himſelf to be in | particular pleaſure to recommend then : [ 
hell, he recommended himſe!fto her praiers, | God, She would not permit any one t, , . 
arid ſhe beſovght our Lord to aſſwage the | ſpuken ill of, and yet much leſs thoſe hs h 
pains and temptations of that poorſoul, and | had done her ſome ill turn, no nctevny 
that the deuils who were the cauſe of them, | jeaſt ; but would batſe them ſpoken yel of , 
might come to torment her , provided that | and excuſed. She praiſedandexcuſedaou , 
ſhe ſhould not offend his Diuin Maieſty. And | as was poſſible thoſe that hindred her foundy . 
torthwith that perſon was perfe&ly freed, but | tions,or that perſecuted her by cdeedsor word, d 
the Saint ſuffered for the ſpace of 3 month | and interpretedall in the better part. : 
moſt turious and ſtrange pains, Nor did her | She was very deuout vnto the moſt Bleſy x 
charity to her neighbours appear only in her | Sacrament ofthe Altar , and ottentimesin te. # * 
doing good to their ſouls , but alſo in doing | conſecrated hoſte, faw our Lord with pleat a 
good to their bodies, She had a very great | Maicſty-, who is truly vnder the accident , 
care of her Religious when they were {ick , | of bread, She ordinarily communicated evey | 
treating them in the beſt manner that the | day. And ſometiines ſhe was taken with ſuch . 
pouetty of the houſe would permit, endeauo» | delires of receiving our Locd, that ſhe wang ( 
ring to be as much with them as ſhe could, | able to endure then, in ſuch forte that no . 

and comforting of them , and commanding | thing in this world, no danger , riortravelty 
the liſters to vikit, and recreate them. And ſhe | be tutfered by her , could have been ſufficient, | 
left written, how that one time beingat Ma» | to hinder her from receiving him,yetootyiths þ 
laga , ſhe ſaw our Lord , and that amongſt | Randing for obedience, or when ſhe ynder q 
other things he told her, that he would have | ſtood that our Lord would haveitfo, ſheeatly. | 1; 
her particularly to haue regard of the fick, | forbore , and without any grief, Inſomu a 
and that ſuperiors who did not provide for | that a fiſter at Avila asking her once, if ſte le 
© the ſick, nor cowtort them, were like Iobs .| had not great and affliing defirestocommys S: 
friends ; becauſe whilſt he chaſtized them for | nicate , for that ſhe was (o fick that ſhehad © 
the good of their ſouls , they put them in | not communicated for a whole month, [be 4 
danger to loſe their patience. One time being | anſwered no : and that conſidering thatGod þ 
lick hetſelf , and hauing no ſtomack to any | would haye it ſo, her ſoul wag as content, 4 
thing, it happened that ſhc ſaid, that ſhe could | if ſhe had communicated every day, She had F 
eat well ſome {weet Oranges ; and the ſame | i great deuotion to communicate ypooPalm q 
day 1certain Gemlewoman ſent her ſome,and. | Sunday, and alwaies with this -conhideration, ; 
very good ones: and ſcing them , ſhe took | that the cruelty of the Jews had beentlusly 


them, and gaue them all ro the poor, Her cow» 
panions asked her why ſhe had done fo 2? and 
ſhe anſwered them with great joy , and ſhe 
ſhewed as much in her countenance : 7 love 
them b:tter for the poor then for myſefF, F am 
wruch contented becauſe they are much comſorted. 
Another time ſhe had ſome citrogs brought 
her , and when ſhe ſaw them , ſhe ſaid : God 
be bleſied for that Wbith be has giuen me to carry 
to #;y poor, She made a purpole not to let one 
Jay-pals without doipg ſome particular woik 
of charity, and when ſhe had been hindred 
from doing one, if ſhe heard any of the Relis 
Bious palsin the night without 4 candle , ſhe 
went forth to give them light , to the end 


that ſhe might rot let that day paſs without 


doing ſomething tor the good of her neigh» 
Eor,The ſoulsin Purgatory felt in like manner 
the netable cffeAg ot her great charity many 
baving been Jelivered by her praicrs : for the 
ecliucrance of one of them, ſhe gaue one day 


* L 


' great towards our Lotd,'to let himgotodine 


at Bethany : and ſo ſhe made account;tiat 
would inuitc our Lord this day to dingeraod 
that he should be. with her , and to thisefet 
she prepared her ſoul the beſt thathe could 
to receiue him, Vpon one of theſe dais it- 
ceiving the moſt bleſſed Sacrament She remi- 
ned in ſo great a ſuſpenſion that sbe cou 
not ſwallow it down, and having it lin 
her mouth , she thought her mouth wis 
of blood and the ſweetnes that sbe felt th 
was excceding great, andour Lord (aid 1010 
her* Ay daughter T ſee that my blood does prof 
thee : and be not afraid that my mere) Shah 
thee, F haue shed it with many dolowrs, and th 
enjoyeſt it with great delights : and 4; - 
ſerſt, 1pay thee well for the banquet Which 19 
day thou madeſt me. When she communicat®, 
$he received him , iuſt in the fame anc? # 
if she had ſeen bim with her corporall ©) 


enter into ler houlc, She conticered by 
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15- Magdalen neither more nor leſs then it ſhe 


thug Oc c710-þ4d (cen him with the cycs ofher body in the 
Who "Yoen 4 oufe of the Phariſec : and remained diſcour- 


ha, 


Pans noo, 7 5 &* & + & T &*& &- 


= IX ns 


[_—_ 


MH 7% 


— FW, == =, - TS 


— = 


* weary = 


' ng with him, although ſhe felt no devotion 
at all. She ſaid ſcing that we know moſt cerw 
rinly that he is with vs, we ought not to let 
{lip ſo good an occaſion of treating with him, 
but ought to be 4 good ſpace of time with 
hin , without employing our ſelues in any 
thing els , and this ſhe recommended very 
much : and (aid, that if when he was in the 
world , ſick people were cured only by the 
touch & his garment ; what doubt was there 
but that he will doe miracles being within 
vs, if ye have 2 lively faith , and but that he 
will giuc vs what we ask him, ſeing that he 
is in our houſe ? And that his Majelty was 
not wont to pay ill for his lodging zit he were 
well catertained ; and that he comes not ſo 
covered and diſguiſed , but that he diſcouers 
himſelfa licle to one that knows how well 
to receiue him, for that he has many ways of 
ſhewing himſclt tothe ſoul. And that this was 
a very good time tonegotiate with our Lord, 
and to be inſtructed by him, for that it pleaſes 
him much that we ſhould keep him company, 
but if we Ieaue-him as ſoon as we haue com- 


. municated, we ſhould not complain it we ſee 


litle profit in our ſoul. Henee ſhe was very 
cyrious in making all things neat and hand» 
ſom which concerned the ſeruice of this Holy 
Sacrament , as the Chutch, Altars , Chalices, 
Corporals and the like. She had & very great 
G&uotion to the ſacred humanity of our Lord 
{{(us Chriſt , and defired very much that all 
ould weditate its myſteries , to how high 
degree ſoeuer of praier they were elevated, 
and faid, that we ought toenter by this gate, 
it we defired that his diuin Maicſty ſhould 
ſhew-vs his ſecrets, 
Deuotion to the Saints is no doubt agreat 
great gift of God , and 4 very ſignal grace, 
and one of the good pledges that men haue 
in this life of their cternal ſalvation. For that 
the Saints arc great friends of their friends, 
and do not forget to pray for the ſaluation 
ot thoſe who recommend themſclues vnto 
them,-nor can God fail to hear his ſo great 
and faithtull friends for their clients. This gift 
our Lord beſtowed vpon $S, Tereſa from ter 
Very-firſt beginnings to ſerue him. She was 
very devout tothe moſt glorious Virgin Mary, 
mother and Prote&rix of Mount Carmel , re- 
puting herſelf highly tauored to wear the habit 
of this Queen of Angels ,andto be 4 Religi- 
ous of her Order, as alſo to hane been em- 
ployed to reſtore it to its firſt fplendor , and 
ancient perfefion of life, and to haue contri- 
buted with all her power to its augmentation, 
She had allo a very particular devotion to the 
an” Saint Iolcph, Spouſe of this Sacred 
OM. 2. | 


er Monaſteries , taking him for her Aduo. 
| cate and Patron. She ſaid that ſhe did nÞt re. 
member cuer to hauc asked any thing of him, 
but ſhe obtained it, and that it- is wonderfull 
the graces which God had don her, and the 
perils of ſoul and body from which he had 
deliuercd her by the merits of this glorivus 
Saint , that ſhe would gladly ptrſwade cucry 
body to hauc a devotion towards him, for the 
great experience which ſhe had of the goods 
which he had obtained for her of our Lord, 
and that ſhe never knew any one that way 


truly devout to him , whom ſhe did not ſee 


much aduancedin veitue and ſanity of lifes 
And ſhe had 4 very particular deuotion to 
divers ather Saints , to Saint Peter , and Saint 
Paul, Saint Clair; and Saint Dominick, and 
others : andtothe Royal Prophet S.Dauid, ſhe 
was not only yety devout herfelt , but alfo 
thought that all that reciteU the Divin office 
ought to be deuout vato hirti, And the Saints 
well repayed her deuotion towaids them by 
the ſingular fauors which they did her. When 
ſhe was made Prioreſs ofthe Mnnaſtery of the 
[acacnation,the firſt thing ſhe did was to put 
an image of our Lady 1n the Prioreſſes chair 
in the Quire , and to commit the houſe to hee 
cate , and e her the keys of it : which 
was ſo plealfigto the ble(ſed Virgin,that vypon 
the vigil of Saint Sebaſtian, ſhe ſaw ber in 
the beginning of the $a/#e come down into 
the chair, accompanied witha great multitude 
of Angels, whiere ſhe remained all the time 
of the Salve , and ſaid vnto her : Thow baſt 
done Well in putting me bere , I vill be preſent 
at the praiſes of my ſort, and 1 will preſent then 
vnto bim. Another time the ſame Sacred Vir 
Bin together with Saint Ioſeph appeared vntd 
cr , and taking her by the hand told her , 
that ſhe'plealed her exceedingly in- ſeruing 
her ſpouſe Saint Ioſeph: Sairit Peter and Saint 
Paul promiſed her that they would not permit 
her to be deceiued by the deuil,and appeared 
to her very often. Saint Clair alſo appeared 
to her ypon her feaſt, and bad her take cou- 
rage,and ſhe would help her. Saint Dominick 
appearedto her inthe manner following. The 
Saint deuoutly viſiting 4 certain Chappel 
wherein that glorious Patriarch had done 
much pennance , after ſhe had communicated 
contiguing there ſome t1me it praier, ſhe ſaw 
S. Dominick on her left fide , and asked hia 
why he put himſelf on that ide , the Saint 
anſwered her : The other place is for miy Lord. 
And immediately ſhe ſaw onr Lord Iclus 
Chriſt oa her right hand , who after he had 
been 4litle while with her, withdrew himſelf, 
ſaying vnto her: R ecreate thyſelf vith my riend. 
And ſhe remained there about two hou- 


| xcs , Saint Dominick being continually with 
SH het 


ſelf at his feet j and wept. with Saint Mary ntcieoan Prote&tor of the ſame Order, vnder 
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her, telling her bow glad he was of her co- | was more dear to her then her oyn 
” ming, and recounted to her what ke had bout that ſhedid was to praiſe him for wo J 
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In 
OcTo- red in that chappel, and the fauors which our ved her confeſior to tike care ofþ; UG- P- b 
No = Lord:-had done him in it , and taking her by Of his honer, 0:70 


and that his Maiefly might not extes ;.. 
the band he-prowiſed her to help her much | badalodging. And with thele __— k 


in the affairs. of her Order , and ſpoke other 
comfortable words vnto her, The ten thou- 
fand Martyrs,to whom ſhe was very deuout, 
appeared one day voto her , and told her that 
they would come to acccompany her at the 


houre of her death, to the cnd that ſhe might 
erjoy the ſame glory with them. Of ſuch mo. 
ment it 15 deuoutly to honor the Bleſſed Saints 
of God. | 
Amidſt all theſe vertues and ſingular graces 
and favors of almighty God, and his Saints ſhe 
was ſo humble, that ſhe took a ſingular plea» 
ſorc to manifeſt her faults,to make her(clf to be 
'meaply eſteemed ; and ſaid that 1f people knew 
her , cucry one would ſpit in her fage. She had 
greater difficulty to publiſh the fauors which 
God did ber., thert her faults. She was much 
afflicted to ſee that account was made of her, 
eſpecially by perſons of note and authority, 
and when ſhe thought that the fayors which 
God did her, were to be publiſhed, this was 
an intolerable pain to her. And for this cauſe 
ſhe would have gon from Avila to another 
Monaſtery of her Order a great way <ff, to 
the end that ſhe might be in 4 where ſhe 


. was not known : moreouer ſheWMelired to be 


3 ſites Conuezle , and to ſerue as ſuchin the 
moſt humble, low, and painfull offices of the 
houſe,One time ſhe praicd particularlytoGod, 
that when any one ſhould hauc a good opi- 
pion of her , it would pleaſc his Maicſty to 
diſcover ynto that perſon the ſins which (he 
bad committed , that ſo ſuch an one might 
{ce that ſhe bad no ways deſerucd tobe fo 
well.thoyght ot. One time ſhe writ to one of 
her Conteſlors in this manner. I find here 3 
very gieat conucnience, which I haue defized 
thele many years ; and it is, that here there 
is No-more memory of Tereſa of Ieſus then 
if ſhe were not in the world ; and for this 
tauſc ] willnoticek wo go from hence, valcels 
J] be commanded. When ſhe was in the com- 
pany of boly perſons, ſhc was greatly aſhamed 
© bc awpng it them, She abkerred all hono- 
Table offices of. ber Order, and ſhunned them 
8s much.as ſhe could, For two and twenty 
years ſhe bad great aridities;;and never, in all 
that time. , did it come into her thoughts to 
dcfire maze comtort , becauſe ſhe efteemed 
herfeif to be ſuch an one ,that ſhe thought, 
that ſhe did not deſerue only to think ypon 
God , but that his Majeſty did her a great 
grace ; to; permit her to. be in his preſgnce. 
Sometimes het contefiors deprived her of the 
Holy Campynion to try her , & although on 
the one fide ſhe very tenderly relented it,not- 


wahiiznding on the other fide, Gods honor 
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alſo with a tender and aworoys bas, 


ſhe' was at Seuil , many falſity beir 
of her,ſte ſaid : God be praed for Wo 
cwunticy they knot What 1 am : lut i 4 
places they are deceiued, andtreat me accord 
to What they think me to be , but bers aceark 
to my deſerts. In fine in all her lite bath? 
ucr honor ſhe ſaw was done her cher 
words or deeds , in her preſence ,orin he 
abſence, ſhe never had any vain gloy no 
had any thing to confeſs vpon this accoun, 
She ſaid , hauing committed ſo many (ins, 
conſcience did not accuſe her of yain " 
and that ſhe ſaw moſt evident]y that yhays 
in her was from God, and thatit belongedty 
him : as for herſelt, ſhe received preat Prat 
from God without terving him. This her in 
tcriout humility (Eewed itlelf exteriourly: te 
being the firſt 1n the moſt humble and abjt 
offices of the hovſe , and with great joy (e: 
uing her week in the Kitchin : which whenit 
was her turn to do, ſhe ſet herſelf at nightlo 
think how ſhe might prepare the eggs, ork, 
and how ſhe might make the potiage in} 
different manner from the ordinary, to gie 
ſome recreation to the ſeruants of God.When 
in the Quite ſhe had any doubt conceming 
the divin office , ſhe would ask it ofthe No- 
uices to humblc herſclf. She was a greatlover 
of this veitue of humility , and (aid, thatout 
Lord was lo alſo, and if any one defited to 
know why our Lord was ſuch a loveroftu- 
mility , it was becauſe he much loved truth, 
and bumility is 2 certain truth, which is to 
know the litle that we are , and thatychae 
no good thing of our ſclues. She retommen- 
ded this vertue much to her Religious forthat 
there was no fear of hurting cither ſoulor 
body by it, and it was very profitable.Bulk 
didnot like that humility , which took inn 
vs the knowledge of the gitts, which weha 
received of Go Hos that together ve 
do acknowledge that we haue not 
them: for if ſuch gifts were not known, ti 
ſoul would not dare to vndertake greatihig' 
She alſo trialy charged ber Religious wie 
they were accuſed or reprehende ,noitode 
fend or cxcule themſclues , valeschaſity. ® 
ſome juſt cauſe required it , avd that © 
would ſpeak ſor them : and beſides that all 
things well conſidered , we are not 
without cauſe, ſcing we are ſo full of fl 
and if thoſe be not in vs which arcſaidol 
we have many others , and we have hoo 
enough done vs, that thoſe we haue ago" 
ſpoken of, and that ihe uvly humble oo 
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Saine Tereſa of Ieſus, Virgin. 


4 be perſecuted without cauſe. 


4 ſelf proceeded her patience, and her 
dire offi for Icſus Chriſt : for how 
'eat ſorucr the pains were which ſhe' endu- 
ed, ſhe belicued alwaies that they were tao 
ſweet and too light , in compariſon of that 
which her fins deſerued, In her body (he ſut- 
ered very grievous maladies, of which many 
aſted her to her very death : the which ſhe 
-ndured with wonderfull patience : and when 
ſhe thought her dolours were intolerable,ſhe 
vledto make acts of patience,and of confor- 
mity with the will of God , befeeching him, 
that if he were ſeruedin this, that he would 
.giue her patience , and that ſhe might con» 
tinue in that condition to the end of the 
world : ſhe alſo asked of our Lord that ſhe 
might never be without pains, When they | 
made 4 poor litle bed far. her when ſh» was 
ick in the hoſpital , ſhe ſaid : 5 wy dear Lord, 
biy ſixeet and delicate 1s this bed , you being 
vpon 4 croſs, And at the ſame time as often as 
ſhe did cat, there came blood out of 4 wound 
which ſhe had in her throat , and any one 
having compaſſion of her , ſhe ſaid : Po wot 
take pity of me , for my Lord endured much more 
ir me, When be drunk gall and vineger. Going 
one time to appear in iudgement before her 
Prouincial , ſhe ſaid , that ſhe took (o | _ 
coatent to ſee that ſhe ſhould :ſuffer ſomes 
thing for our Lord , that ſhe was not able to 
didemble ſuch 4 contentment, and to hinders 
herſelf from laughing, Another time when 
ſhe was gricuoully and fallly calumniated , 
one ſaying to her that ſhe ſhouid not be able 
to endure to haue ſuch things ſaid ofher, the 
Saint anſwered with a ſmiling countenance: 
Dawgbter , there is #0 muſick, more ſoeet and 
gratefull to my ears , becauſe ſaying' the truth 
they bawe reaſon, and ſeing they do not beat me 
With enudgels , what wonder is it that they sbould 
oak thus of me ? She ſaid ſometiazes to our 
Lord : my Lordyeizber let me oy , or ſuffer, 1 
demand no other thing of you for myſelf. She 


greatly envied thoſe. Saints that had ſuffered |. 


wore for the lone of God. Of many years (he 
delixed that hey whale life were-fyll of fuffe- 
ringsand perſecutions, and ſhe faid that ſhe 
would endurc-all, the labours inthe world, to 
accompliſh i liele more the will of God.Chriſt 
out Lord taught her-/this vertuc: of deſiring 
to luffer for the louc of God, ſaying vnto her: 
Doafi thou think my daughter that merit conſiſts 
'% enjoying It does mot conſe ft in that, but in 
Working , /uffering. and lowing. Arliene it , my 
Iaughter , that be 3s moſt belaued of my father 
#0 bom be gines the greateſt ſuffermgs , aud 
hue correſponds to them. In wbat can I more 


to deſire to be made-ſmall account of,and to-| 


This her defire of ſuffering for God made 
her exerciſe all the pennances and ayuſteritys 


hindred herein by her maladies and inficautys.. 
She alwaies cat very litle, and drunk no wines 
Beſides the ordinary auſtcritys of her Ordeg,. 
ſhe took diſciplins with nettles , euen to the 
cauſing in her body purulent foses , andaftere 
wards ſhe renewed thoſe lores by diſciplining 
herielf again with the ſame nettles. Other- 
whiles ſhediſciplined berſelf with 4 bunch of 
keys, and otherwhiles with chains of ion : 
and oftentimes ſhe had ſuch great defires of 
doing pennance , that ſhe would baue tora 
ber body in pecces, if ſuch had becnthe will 
of God, In (ſuch forte, that the joy which ſhe 
belicued that ſhe gauc the diuia Maieſty by 
ſuch like exerciſes, cauſed in her 4 great come 


| tort. And would her ſuperivis and confeſlors 


haue permitted her, ſhe would have don very 
terrible and extraordinary pennances. T hine 
king one time of the great pennance a certain 
perſon did , and how ſhe might haue don 
more had it got becn to obey her confeſſors, 
and whether were not better not to obey 
them hereafter in this point, our Lord faid 


8nd 4 ſure Yay , doeft thou ſee all the petinance 
that be does ? and for my part 1 make atcwonnt 
of thy obedience. And accordingly our Saint 
prafticed notwithſtanding her great affeFion 
to-pennance.. Hence writing a letter to 4 Fa» 
ther of the Society of Iclus , and recounting 
the vertucs of the ſaid holy woman , ſhe ſaid, 
that ſhe cnuigd her all choſe things, but there 
was one thing that ſhe did not enuy her, 
which was. , that ſhe would nat leaue any 
thing of her pennance although hes confeſſors 
told her it was tao much, | 
As for her chaſtity it ſuffices to ſay , that 
being wellinycars, and one of her Religious 
treativg with her about ſomething which 
concerned impure temptations ; ſhe. anſwered 
her : I domot wnder and that, for God bas dond 
me this grace, that in all my life IT haue had no« 
thing t0 confeſs 45 to ſuch things. | 
Her affc&jon to holy Pauerty , and het 
praRice of it was very rare : and hence ſhe 
greatly oppoſed the foundations of Monaſtes 
rics which wetc to be renecd , and willingly 
vndertook ſuch as were to live ypon alms : 
and when there was leaſt provifton in the 
houſe then was ſhe moſt content, When ſhe 
had-not 43 houſe of her own , ſhe was ſo far 
from being in pgin , that ſhe faid , it was 4 
great contentaicat yato her, tobe ja 4 houſe, 
which they might be thruſt gut of: for that 
(he remembred that the Lord of the world had 
not had one. She defired that poverty ſhould he 
ſcen in all things belonging to ber Monaſte- 
ics. & wy God, \Jaict ſhe, theſe fair and ſump- 


1b ny lowe to theo, thes in willing for thee 
that Which F bawe willed for melfs | 


| ta0us baildings, boWitle do they condue te the 
intert- 


ſhe poſſibly could, often-bewailing her being 
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Saint Tereſa of Teſus, Virgin. 


interiour : and ſhe recommends this matter 
very much to her children in the ſecond 
chapter of her Way to PerteQion,, and faies, 
if she can ſay it with & good conſcience , the day 
that they sball make /umptuons buildings, may 
they fall doen immediately , and kill them nll, 
and that ſhe ſhould pray to God tor as much, 
This ber loue 'of pouerty made her to love 
much to wear old and poor clothes,provided 
that they were clean, for ſhe naturally affced 
Ccleannes of body and ſoul. Hence alſo ſhe 
abhozred to be idle , and would (as much as 
her health,and other emwployments would per- 
mit) alwaies be cither ſpinning or ſowing, or 
doing ſome other work, euen whilſt ſhe was 
at the grate diſcourſing with grave and ho- 
norable perſons , and this ſhe ſaid was one 
benefit of ſpeaking with the grates cloſe, 
She excelled maruellouſly in the vertue of 
obedience, and obeyed ſo punRually her Pre- 
lats and Confeflors, that ſhe faid one word 
of theirs was more to her then a thouſand re» 


\ nelations, becauſe ſhe might be miſtaken in 


revelations, but obeying ber ſuggrior ſhe was 
certain never to miſtzke, And" Tccordingly , 
when God commanded her ſomethipg in 


. praier, and her Prelats and Confefſors en- 


' thoſe who held his place : and his Diuin Mae - 


joyned her the contrary , ſhe did it , and told 
our Sauiour that he muſt pardon her, becauſe 
ſhe belieucd that ſhe was obliged to obey 


jeſty approved this her ſo*high obedience , 
commanding her to do what they faid, and 
that he would teach them the truth, as he did. 
Our Lord taught her particularly this vertue, 
and that ſhe was not to leane 'obedience al- 
though ſhe were to ſuffer mach , ſaying vnto 
her: 1t is not to obey if thou 'bezſt not reſolued 
and determined to ſuffer. Caſt thine eyes wp0n 
What 1 bawe ſuffered, and all Will ſeem eaſy wnto 
thee. She recommended this vertue much to 
her Religious, expreſſing in one word its va- 
luc and neceſſity , when ſhe faid , ot to bawe 
obedience , was as much as nor tobe Religious. 
She ſaid very well , and ſhe did yer better. 
whereupon F. Balthazar Aluarez of the So. 
cicty of Jeſus , 'her Direor , ſaid vato a 
Gentlewoman of quality , his Deuote: Do 
you ſee Tereſa of Tejſus , what sbe bas receined 
of God, and what sheis ? with all that, notwith- 
F z4be ys like 4 litle child to all that 1 ſay 
vnto ber. She (ſaid once to her Provincial, that 
it was neceſſary for her to ſtay in a certain 


houſe, for the diſpatch of a buſines of iwpors. 


tance, but he' an{wered her , that he was of 


3 contrary opinion, and that ſhe mult be gon. 


forthwith : ſhe obeyed without replying. i 
word , although our Lord bad fignificd vato 
her that the buſfines was to-be don, When 
they had travelled 2 day or two, her Provin-. 
cial ſaid vnto her. Well ; ry mother , did you 
not ſay that you had 4 Rewelation from God that 


ſuch 4 buſineſs ought to be done? Ti, tree, (al - 


| S 


ſhe , bxt in 4 Reuelation , 1 may by Fog 


the Father bad her commend the 
to our Losd,and asked her the hy Ta 
what ſhe had vnderſtood Concerning it ny 
ſhe anſwered him : Our Lord bas told ms - 
the buſines shuuld be don , as be bad aid wy 
me before , but be [aies, that it 5hall be din; on 
by the means that chedience teaches me, tha 
the way that T would take. And ſhe taupht he 
Religious , that perte&ion conſifted not ig 
interiour guſts and rapts,and viſions, but og 
in this , that our will was conformed oe 
of God ,to will that which he wills, whethe 
it be bitter or ſweet. This ſaid ſhealſo,isin; 
vnion, to conforme our will to that of God: 
and as for certain enzoyments of oreat ont 
and conſolation,to which the name of vain 
is giucn,it after them, there remain litle che. 
dience and (cifwill , ſhe ſaid , this was rate: 
vnion. with ſelt-louc , theo with the will 
God, The principal cauſe, ſhe ſaid why one 
is contriſtated not to haue time for praier 
when one is employed by obedience in other 
things, was nothing cls but 4 ſubtilſelf-loue, 
and 4 deſire rather to content our (elues then 
God. From this obcdience it was that ſe ys 
moſt cxa& in the obfernance notonly of al 
her Rules and conſtitutions , btt cucn of the 
very leaſt ceremonies: and together withal 
this exatnes, ſhe was cuer in herconuerh- 
tion very cheerfull and pleafant,and delighted 
to ſce her Religious ſo, ſmiling at thole yho 
| when they had 2 litle deuotion , were pre 
| ſently retired, and particular, and as ſhe laid, 
fullen, and dared not to ſpeak , thinkingehbat 
' then they ſhould loſe their devotion. 
Ia fine the holy Virgin SaintTerclaari- 
ving at the city of Alva in her retum\iom 
| the toundationof Burgos, ſhe vnderſtood that 
our Lord condeſcending to her defires,woull 
take her to himſclf. Thiee daics before 
dicd , ſhe:was almoſt all the night in pra 
in the morning ſhe called for RevereniFy 
ther Antony ot Lelus hear to her confei007 
and the aſſaults of divine loue didſo 
vpon her, that by their ſweet violence Nt 
body became. very weak: in ſuch ſore,4 
ſcing her cad: to approach, ſhe demandedit 
moſt Bleſſed Sacrament: and whilftihey ver 
bringing of it. , the exhoited her Relig 
with great:feruor, for the love of Godtoke 
their rule and conſtitutions,and not to regail 
the bad. example ſhe had giucn them, wm 
pardon her. And when-ſhe faw that L 
whom:ſhe ſo dearly loved enter intober6 
ſhe raiſed. herſelt vp in her bed , ” 
1 ſay ynto him chings ſo bigh (wet, 
amorous, that they cauſed great deyotion j 
thoſe that heard them, Amongſt cies 


lh, 1 
"n obeying your Reucrence » You bety Mink 
rior, 1 am jwie that T am net deceine| Tha 


Saine Tereſa of Teſus, Virgin. $2 
a>) TP "Lord, and my ſpouſe , the bout | whom ſhe had A particular denotion, This cau- 
din : ;ryrtar* gar fy come. Ft is | {cd in the Religions 2 great defite to fee the = 
ine. that time that *e ſee one another. My Lord it 4: cltate in which her ſacred body Ig ——_ 
The ns to be going : With all my bears F deſire | able to perſwade themſclues, that if it had ,,,* 
Zan _— may your boly vill be done. 7 be bowr is | been corrupted , ſo ſweet a ſmell could hauc 
ay, p y come, that F maſ} go out of this banishment, | come tro it : and opening her coffin nine 
"=" ther _ ſoul enjoy, to - with you , that | months aſter her catering, they found ber 
toy oh: h it bas ſo much lefaed. Afterwards ſhe | body as ſound andentire, as when it was firſt 
-g = repeated, Fn fine, 0 Loyd ;F am 4 child | put there : and the fragrant odour which ig 
_ if the Charch : and ſhe thanked him much for | caſt through the Monaſtery was wonderfull. 
ah his benefit, and that ſhe dicd ſuch. And when Alſo thice years after her death*her body was 
= her Religious defired her to lay ſomethiog in ſoundentire & odoriferous,when it was tranſ- 
” articular to them, ſhe would ſay nothigg but lated to Avila,where it Was vitited g Duins, 
" _ this: That they ſhould keep exat@their | and Phyſitians 1n the preſenee'ot the Biſhop, 
” cole and conſtiticutions , and be obedient to | and other gieat perſonages, who alldeclared 
_ their Prelates and Superivrs, She often repe> | and atteſted, that this incorruption was mi- 
"nn ed certain verſes of the Pſalms, and paiticu- | raculous,and not natural : the ſaid body was 
= larly that half- verſe, Cor comtrithm £7” bumi« | alterwards cartied back toAJua:and according 
guk hatum 12078 defpicies : A contrite and humble | to the Roman Bieuia:y it remains INcorrupt 
# Þ heart thou wile not deſpiſe , was not out of | to this very day in the midſt of a fragrant 
ya her mouth ,as long as ſhe had the vſe ofhet | liquor, She was famous for miracles both be- 
I ſpeech, She demamanded ; and receiued the | fore and aſter her death. She appeared after 
id F Fxtreme Unftion at nine A clock at night , | her death to divers who ſaw her withan ce xs 
* | vithgreatreverence , herſelf helping to recite | treme beauty and ſplendor. Amongſt others 
> | the Pſalms. Sbe tuffered great pain all night, | ſhe appeared to mother Cathariri ot leſus,and 
ict } nd about ſeven in the morning, lying vpon | perceiving that ſhe feared that it was an illu- 
14 one fide with 4 Crucifixin her hand, atter the | fron , the Saint ſaid vnto her : F like well tha? 
n manner that S, Mary Magdalen is wont to be | yow do zot eafily beliewt , for that | defire rather 
- painted, ſhe continued ſoin praicr with great | 1hat' 50m 5sbowld make great account in theſe 
- peace and tranquility , as if ſhe had been in | «Monaſteries of true vertus , then of viſtons, 

i rapt , without moving herſelfmore, yatill | and Rewelations : but to the end that you may 
= vine a clock at night, when ſhe rendied vp | know that this wiſton is 4 tine une, come ney 
th ber bleſficed foul to her Crcator vnder the | wnto me. And ſaying this ſhe toucht with her 
ew thape of 2 litle white dove, whicha fiſter ſaw | band an incurable impoſtume which ſhe bad 
on corae forth ot ber mouth as ſhe expired, vpon | vader the nipple of one of her breaſts, and 
1 the fourth of ORober , the day immediately | toucht het alſo ia one of her hands, where 
* preceding the fitteenth, by reaſon ofthe change | there was 4 great round black mark , which 

ofthe Calcader, in the year one thouſand fiue | alſo could not be taken away, and then the 
bundred eighty two, Gregory the thirtcenth | Saint diſappeared , the ſick party remaining 
being Pope , and: Philip the ſceond King of | cured of her impoſtume, and the mark ofher 

Spain. She liued ſixty ſcuen years , and fix | hand being ſee no more; There are other 

months, forty ſeuen in Religion , the twenty | very wondertull viſions recounted in het life; 
ſeven firſt in the Monaſtery of the Incarna- | but too long to be put inthisabridgement, 
tion of the Ocder ot the MitigateU Carmelites, Fwherefore we will omit them , together with 


and the twenty laſt according tothe primitiuc 
le of the fame Order. Her death was to 
lweet and peaceable , that ſhe ſeemed after 
her death to be ftill ia praicr. She was cano- 
nized for a Saint by his Holmeſs Gregory the 


many miracles, which our Lord has wrought 
by the vertue ofthe Relicks of her holy body, 
by linnens coloured with her blood, by her 
clothes, her pifture, her letters, and by 2mcre 
recommendation to her praiers. la fine all 


fifteenth : and her feaſt vs celebrated with a 
&midouble office - throughout the wholc 
Church ypon the fiftcenth of Oftober, And 
in Spain they have choſen her for the Pro- 
teftrix of their kingdom, together with Saint 


thoſe that haue had recourſe vnts her , have 
recejued great comtort thereby. And no work- 
der, whether we confrder her great mcritg 
and {zvor with our Lord, or that particular 


James who is their Protector, 
After her death her body ſent fortha moſt 


ſhe. was yet alive : with the which, as it is 
celated by herfelf; becauſe-it makes-much for 


promiſe which our Lord made to her whilft - 


fweet Odour , which came from it in a man- 

neralwaies,akhough notin ihe ſame manner, 

but ſometimes like hllys or Ieflemins, other 

Whiles they knew not what to compare it 

Vato: and it was particularly more {wectand 

tagrant, vpon the Fealts of thoſe Saints , to | 
Loin. 2, 


the co.ntort of all that denoutly commend 
themfclues to her prazcrs, 1 will cad this heg 
ory, ; 

|  Once(fairs ſhe in the thirty ninthehapter 
of her life ) Limportuned our Lord very much, 
that he would be pleaſed to gine fight ro a 
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Saint Tereſa of ſeſus, Virgin; 


certain perſon to wbom I was obliged , for | 


that he was almoſt blind , and J had great 
compaſſion of him , and feared that for the 
greatnes of my fins our Lord would not hear 
me. He appeared vntome,as he had alſodone 
at other times , and began to ſh&y me the 
wound of his left hand, and with bis other 
hand he drew out of it 4 great nail , which 
was in it ,and methought that with the nail 
he drew out alſo the fleſh, whence one might 
well perceiye the great pain it put him vato, 
which cauſed in me a great compaſſon : and 
be ſaid vhto me :that 7 ongbt not to doubt that 
be who bad ſuffered that for me , Would With 


anuch greater reaſon do that Sbich 1 should ask, | 


of bim , and that be promiſed me , that I showld 
not atk any thing of him that he Yould not doe, 
becauſe he Well knew that 1 Would not ask bim 


any thing that was not conformable to bis glory, | 


and that ſo ke would do that Which F now asked 
of bim. Who would not ask of her, who can 
ask , and baue, what ſhe will, of the omnipo 


tent Iclus? 
This abridgement of the life of the Glo- 


riovs Saint Tereſa is chiefly taken out of Re- 
ucrend Father Francis of Ribera Doctor of 
Divinity , of the Society of leſus, who writ 
her life in five books. The Roman Martyro- 
loge-makes mention of her vpon the fifteenth 
of OQober, 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT LFKE, 
Euanzeliſt, 


BER»: . 


g HE glorious Evangeliſt Saint 
9 Luke was natiue of the city of 
&& Antioch ,ſon to noble and rich 
DB parcnts, and from his childhood 


T - inclined to the fiudy of good 


learving, and all yertue. His perſenering all 


his life 4 Virgin , was 4 ſignal teſtimony of 
his honeſty. He ſtudied much cloquence and 
other ſciences,but more particularly Phyſick, 
which he praQſed : and Saint Paul calls him 
the moſt beloved Phyſitian. Healſo learned 
the art of painting, not to make a trade ot it, 
or to haue the name of 2 Painter ,but '( as is 
to be belieucd) only to know it and toemploy 
bimſelt in is at ſpare houres, and honeſtly to 
paſs away the time, Origen, Epiphanigs Saint 
Gregory, and Simeon Metaphraftes tay , that 
h: was one of che ſeuenty and twodilciples, 
whom our Lord (beſides the Apoſtles) ſent to 
preach his Ghoſpel : as Saint Luke himſelt 
recounts. Some of thoſe authors, and Theo- 


pbylact, and Nicephoros , are of opinion | 


that Luke was companion to Cleo. 
one of the two Diſciples who —_— 
of the teſurreion wentto Emays w , 
Lord appeared to them jn the habit of4 pj 
grim:and ethers bripg reaſons,and con pl 
tor to prove this; which in my Opinion = | 
ſo well grounded, as that forthemit how, 
be held for certain. But Saint Irenzus T 
tullian ,Euſebius ,S. Hicrom, Saint Ay ; i 
Dorotheus, Bede, and Peter Damian 4 Fa 
Saint Luke was none of the leuenty 7 
ciples, But if the words be conſidered whic 
— himſelt ſpeaking of himſelf 6; 
ia tk eginning of his Ghoſpel, it is oe , 
{ce , that he writ not as an ey-Witnes bi 
| hearſay; and as he was informed by thoſe who 
had becn the diſciples of our Lord from th 
beginning. Itis certain , and without doutt 
that Saint Luke was companionto SaintPyy 
in his labours and traucls, and that he y; 
deſigned hereunto by theChurch. And ſoSain 
Paul hicſelf writing to his diſciple Tincthy 
ſaies : Luke aloneir With me. And totheCo. 
loſſians : My dearly belowed Luke ſalutes yu, 
And to the Corinthians : Together Yith Tity 
ve ſend you our brotber ( vnderſtanding Saint 
Luke) bo is praiſed for bis Ghoſpel throughnt 
all the Churches : and not only ſo, but is a 
deputed by the Churches to be the companins o 
our peregrinaticn. And fo it is to be belicued 
that Saint Luke laboured, and ſuffered much 
in the preaching of the holy Ghoſpel :ad 
that he was partaker of the great defaty 
tions, troubles, incommoditics, and perſecu» 
tions which S. Paul ſuffered , when he went 
enlightening the world with the doftrin of 
heauen. Although Saint Luke was not pre- 
ſently in the beginning companion to Saint 
Paul, but aſter ſome time ; and whenthe holy 
Apoitle arrived at 4 ſea-town in Afiay called 
Troas: as Saint Irenzus teſtifies, Saint Luke 
writ his holy Ghoſpel in Greek, inanclegatt 
Rile, to inſtru the Grecians ,towhowSalnt 
Paul preachet : as Saint Mathew had wiitta 
his Ghoſpel in Hebrew for the Hebreys:0d 
Saint Mark his in Latin ( as ſome a 
think ) for the Romans and Latins, 
whom he wrote it. And it is credible, 
Saint Paul himſelf gaue S. Luke know: 
of many of the things which he writesi05 
Ghoſpcl. And for this cauſe S, Hicrom|ts 
| that ſome were of opinion , that V 
Apoſtle faies in his epiſtles , Iuxts 317 
| gelium meum , according to my Gho - 
that he ſpeakes of the Ghoſpel w 
| Luke writ : becauſe Saint Luke ſear 
it-of him , and had written it, inforwedd] 
the ſame Apoſtle , and in his company-ÞV 
Saint Luke was not only inſtrufted y/ 
Apoſtle S.Paul for the writing of his Ghoſ” 
but alſo by the other Apoſtles,and clot? 


by the moſt Sacred Virgin Mary, our "4 


Ml 
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Sainc Luke, Euangelitt. 


with whom he ſecmes to hauc had very great 


Is @milarity , and to hawe been, much fauorcd 


10 þy her, and to hauc learnt of her the Sacred 


I 0, ; 
dn andſecret myſteries of the Incarnation of the 


eternal word in her womb ; the viſitation of 
caint Elizabeth ; the ſanAaihcation, and oy, 
and leaping of the Infant Tohn in the wowmt 
of his motner ; and the birth of our Lord in 
Bethleem ; bis Circumeiſion , and his Preſen 
tation in the Temple : and all the other my- 
feries, which alone Saint Luke writes in 
his Ghoſpel. : and which ſhe alone, who was 
mother , and had been witnes , and had had 
ſo great 4 part in them , knew , and could 
diicouer. Beſides the holy Ghoſpel , S. Luke 
writ another book which is called the Acts of 
the Apoſtles : in which beginning from the 
aſcenſion of our Saviour into heauen , and 
treating of the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, he 
writes the preaching of the Apoſtles; the mi- 
racies which they wrought; the contradidtions 
which they tuffered from the Iew s;the manner 
of living ot the Chriſtians of the Primitive 
Church ; the death of Saint Stephen; the con- 
ucrſion ot Saint Paul:how Herod commanded 
Saint lames the Great to be beheaded; and S. 
Peter to be apprehended , and bow ourLord 
freed him. Finally Saint Luke being now com- 
anion to Saint Paul, he goes on recounting 
is travels , bis labours , bis perſecutions , of 
which the Huly Evangeliſt had not a ſmall, 
part , vatil| they went to Rome , where Saint 
Paul was 4 priſoner +wo years : and there he 
ends his book. S. Luke leaving the glorious 
Apoſtle S. Paul at Rome , returned into the 
Eaſt , and having illuſtrated with his preſence 
the countrey of Africa, he paf{cd into Egypt, 
and to the higher Thebais ; and from thence 
to the lower , of which be was Biſhop, and 
conuerted a great number of the Pagans to 
the faith of Chriſt our Lord. There he was 
many years: he ordained Prieſts , and conſgs 
erated Biſhops , and ſent theta to preach in 
divers places: threw down Idols: erected Al- 
tars : built Churches to our Lord : and by his 
moſt holy life and preaching , all that coun- 
trey ,of a defert and barren foyl ; was conuer- 


In which he giucs Saint Luke the title of 


cia is of the ſame opinion. And Nicephorus 


Calliſtus , does not only ſay that he was 4 Ocr o- 
Martyr , but alſo ſets dowa the kind of his ***: 


wartyrdom, and that he was hanged vpon an 
Oliue-tree, and there ended his life : and Gly» 
cas thinks fo alſo. | 

Amongſt the other metnorable things atid 
worthy of Veneration ; which the Bleſſed 
Evangeliſt Saint Luke did , one was , that he 
painted the images of Chriſt our Sayiour,and 
of the moſt Sacred Virgin , his mother , and 
drew them to the life , and left thea to the 
Catholick Church, for the comfort of all the 
taithfull : which pictures were alwaics held in 
great eſteem, and reverchced with gicat de- 
votion, That of the Virgin which Saint Luke 
drew; is at this day at Rome in the Church 
of Saint Maty Major , and our Lord has 
wrought many miracles by it, S. Luke dyed 
vpon the cighteenth of Ofober , on which 
the Church celebrates his Feaſt: His holy Re- 
licks together with ttioſe of Saint Andtew and 
S. Timothy Martyr, were catried to Conſtan- 
tinople, wbere the Emperor Conſtantius, ſon 
to Conſtantin the Great , built for them 4 
ſumptuous Church : and afterwatdsin procels 
of tirne, the body of Saint Luke was tranſlated 
to the city of Padua , where it ls at preſent, 
as ſaics the Roman — : although 
the head and one arm of this holy Buaogelilt, 
is ſhewen , and reverenced at Rome, in the 
Chureh of Saint Peter; OfSaint Luke do write 
all the my Euſcbius , S. Hicrom, 
Saint Auguſtin, Iiidote , Metaphraſtes , Nices 
phorus , andall thoſe that hae written Coms 
mentaries ypoa the Ghoſpcls. 
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Martyr. And Saint Gaudentios Biſhop of Breſ= -—» 


18 


ted into 4 moſt pleaſant garden, tull of celeſ- Hilarion Abbot, 


tial and divin plants And having ſpent his 


>, 


Jy 


life in theſe holy and fruitfull occupations, HE life of the glorious S. Hilarion, ery 3 
and artiucd to the age of fourſcore and four l taken out of that which the great _ : 
years (as Saint Hietom writes) he gaue vp his = Door of the Church Saint Hierom, ; 


blefled ſoul to God in Bithynia : and accor- 
ding to whatis gathered out of the fame holy 
Dottor ,andont of Flidore , Metaphraſtes, and 
Other authors , he died a natural death, The 
truth is that Saint "Gregory Nazianzen giues 
to vnderſtand that he was 4 Martyr : and 
Saint Paulinus faics the fame in this Diſtych : 


Hic Pater Axareas , IF magno nomine Lucas 
Martyr, 7 illuſtris fanguine Na%arius. 


| 


| 


has written of him , is as followes. S, Hilarion 
was born in a town called Tabutha five miles 
diſtant from the city of Gaza in Paleſtin.His 
parents were Idolaters, and this their ſon was 
born of them, as a roſe of thornes. He was 


ſeat by his parents , when he was very yorg, 


to the city of Alexandria, there to ſtudy:and 
he did ſo with ſuch diligence , that in a few 
years he lcarnt the art of peaking well: and 


tor his modeſty ,gratcful diſpoſition, and liuc- 
ly 
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Saint Hilarion , Abbor. 


ly wit, he was beloued of every one , and 
God our Lord alſo loued him, for that there 


O cr o- getting the knowledge of the faith of Chriſt, 


BER, 


he was baptized, and became i Chriſtian: and 


. he was ſo giuen to picty and deuotion , that 


in that tender age he dclighted not in any 
thing , but in being in the Church or with 
the miniſters of the ſame. He heard talk of 


the greatneſſes of Saint Antony Abbot, who. 


flouriſhed at that time, and had a great name 
for a ccleſtial man, Hilarion had a defite to 
ſee bim ; he went into the wildernes uv here 
he was ,and ſcirg him, be was ſo inflamed in 
the loue of God, with 4 deſire to imitate Saint 
Antony , that immediately he changed his 
habit ,and clothed hiaſcliflike a monk , and 
ſtayed with him two months , learning his 
wenner of life , that he might imitate him, He 
conſidered the grauity of his compastmeat, 
his continual praicr, the humility with which 


 herecciued ſtravgers,his candor in correfting 


the faulty , his fcruor in exhorting the tepid, 
his graciouſnes in comtorting the weak , and 
bis auſterity inthe treating ot his own perſon, 
as well in his diet, as 1n his ſlcep , and clo» 
thing, After two months he returned into his 
own countrey, and found his parents dead:he 
ſold his patrimony, and diſtributed it amongſt 
the poor , and his brethren , and being now 
poor in worldly goods, but rich in'Chriſt, and 


'only filteen years old, he wentintoA ſolitary | 


place ,tobegin his warfair , and to enter into 
the field with all the power cf hell. That place 
was frequented by robbers , and his friends 
tclling bimof the danger to which he expoſed 
bimlelf, he made no account of it, not fearing 
the temporal] death of his body to free him- 
ſclf from the eternal death of his ſoul. 

Saint Hilarion was of 4 delicate comple 
xion , & very ſubze&t to receive dawmapge from 
any intemperate weather, trom heat,or cold, 
and beſides.was yet in his tender age : and yet 
notwithſtanding all this he clothed himſelf 
only with one poor frock , and aboue it 4 cer- 
tain kind ofcloke made of the rough hairs 
of beaſts , as of camels or ſuch like., which 
S. Antony had given him when he departed 
from him. He cat after ſunſet only fifteen Ca» 
ricas, which are a fruit proper to Syria like 
ynto figgs:and by realon of the many robbers 
that weie 10 that defert he never abidedin one 
place. The diuel much reſented it to ſee him- 
ſelt defied by a boy, who before he knew how 
to handle a weapon, had already overcome 
him, and trampled him vader his feet. He re- 
ſolucd to make war againſt him. He wearied 
him with divers temptations : repreſented 
vato him many filthy things, whereby the holy 


' youth was forced to think vpon that which: 


he knew not ,and to carry that in his imagi- 
natioa which he had never e xfcrienced, He 
was apgry with himſclf : bcat his bicalt, 


thirking with blowes to overcom 
make to yaniſh _ ſoul thiov 
in a rage againſt his body, and faid vic. 
1 will make thee ther link aſs, waadyng — 
not kick: for 1 Will take aYay thy mo 
and ill only giue thee flats: I wil on. ; 
with bunger and thirſt : 1 Yill lay ben " 
dens wpun thet : 1 Yill Weary thet ith hens 
and colde , that ſo thow maieſt think 1atkn ,; 
thy meat , then of lIuxu19.] bus the holy _ 
ſaid, and as he ſaid, fo be did ; for he remained 
thice or four daies withcuteating, exexcifi 
himſclt at this time ſor many howesin digoing 
the caith ; not that he thoeght to ſoy ary 
leed in it, but to root out the thorns n 
weeds, which ſprung vp in his own body.He 
made alſo litle baskets of Ofiars » Imitatin 
the mor. ks of Egypt : andemployedhimſeltin 
praicr the greateft pait of the night and Gy, 
When he telt himſelf weary ,and even ready 
to taint with labour, he took for bis ordinary 
refe&ionlome wild herbes,and ſpesking with 
his body whilſt he was cating , he {aid voto 
it ; Boay, take notice that if thou Wil nit latur, 
thog sbalt not eat:andjeing that thou niy eateſt, 
prepare.thy ſelf to labour. By this means he (6 
confumed and weakened himſelf , that he 
ſcemed to be nothing butskin and bones, 
T he holy yong man as he was one night 

' in praicr, he heard as it were the eryings of 
children, the lamentations of women , the 
bleatings of ſheep , the bellowings of oxen, 
| the roarings of Lions, the hiſſings of ſerpents, 
| and the various noiſes of divers monſters, to 

affright him , and to make him fly away. Be- 

fore that he ſaw any thing , vaderſtanding 
, them to be the deceitts of the digel, lic pro- 
| ſtrated himſelf ypon the ground ,fignedhim- 
| ſelf with the croſs, looking this way and that 
' way , to fee with his eyes what he heard with 
hisears.It was very clear moonlight andallon 
the ſudden he ſaw come ypon him i charnot, 
drawn by furious horſes , which madea ſhy 
asifthey would trample him vader theirket: 
Hilari6n pronounced the moſt ſweet nan 
of teſus,and immediately he ſaw that theeatth 
opened , and ſwallowed vp the chariot al 
horſes , and all the burlyburly which they 
brought along with them, He gave thanks 
to our Lord for delivering of Him , and ſuog 
thc fe words of the people of Hracl , when 
Pharachand his army were ſwallowed vp bf 
the red lea: He bas owertbrovm the boy and 
the borjman inthe jea.Many were the templ# 
tions with which the diucls aſſaulted him,a0d 
many the inares which they laid for hiw, Fot 
hauing thrown himſelf 4þon the ground to 


; and to 


| refreſh his wearied body with 4 ſbort ſleep, 


they repreſented vnto him naked women 's 
other times when he was ready 10 -/ , 
hunger, they ſet before bim tables wel ful 


aiſhed with exquiſue dainties hs 


—_— 
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hiles when he was praying wolues came 
0 rY bowling about him. If he ſung hymns in the 
+ 10Þ<*® praiſe of Chriſt, men were repreſented killing 


\0cr0 4 one another ,and one of them was 


, year of his age, vnto the ſeuen andtwentith, 
tor three years and 4 halt he eat only lentils. 


left dead 
at his feet, who begged burial of him. Once 
as he was praying, diverting his imagination 
> litle from his praier , there came vnto him 
2 Gerce and cruel man, ofthe ſtature of thoſe 
whom they called in Rome Gladiators , and 
kicked him in the fides, and beyan to ſtrike 
him with 4 whip vpon the ſhoulders. And 
faying, Ha, what, docſt thou ſicep ? laughed 
at hith : and when he bad ſoundly beaten him, 
a;ked him,if he would have alitle prouender? 
From the ſixteenth year of his age vato the 
twentith , he pom age of 3 litle houel of ru- 
ſhes, and a thorny herb called Carica, to des ; 
fend his tender body from the froſts and ve- 
hement heats, After this he built himſelf 3 
cell, which Saint Hierom faies , remained in 
his time , and was rather the graue of a dead 
body , then the cell of 4 living man : for it 
was but four foot broad , and hug foot high, 
fo that he could not ſtand vprigtM init , and 
for length it was no longer then his body. 
He ſlept vpon certain ruſhes laid vpon the 
ground : and this was his bed vatil he died. | 
He cut his hair once 4 year againſt the feaſt 
of Eaſter, He neuer waſhed the frock that he 
wore, for he ſaid , neatnes vas not to be ſought 
for in 4 bair-shirt. He would not take 4 new 
coat yntull his old one was all ragges. He knew 
a great part of the holy Scripture by hart,and 
recited ſome of it after he had ſaid many 
pfalms and praiers : the which he did with ſo 
great attention and reverence , as if he had 
len with his eyes our Lord preſent with 
whom he ſpake. From the one and twentith 


ſteeped in cold water , and for other three 
years he eat dry bread moiſtened in water 
and ſalt, From the ſeucn-and twentith year | 
to the thirtith , he ſuſtained himſelf with 
hcrbs and -roots. Afterwards vntill the fiue 
and thirtith he cat every day fix ouncs of 
barley-bxead, with ſome boyled herbs, after- 
wards becauſe he was infirm, he added to: his 
berbs a. lite oyl asa dainty : and To he paſſed 
vatill che fixty and third year of his. age.From | 
this age vntill he came to fourſcore, hewould 
eat no bread, nor any thing els, but a'certain 
tacat made of meal, and herbs minced, which 
ſerued him both for meat and drink : and he 
did not cat vntill ſunſet: nor did he break his 
faſt for any feaſt whatſocuer, nor for any prie- 
vous ficknes that befell him. Who will not ad-+ 
Vire the grace of our Lord, who ſo ſtrengthe- 
ned a weak and miſerable man , to live a life 
{o rigid and adwiralye , as Saint Hilarion did 
live ? and adorned him with ſuch ſublime and 


extraordinary vertucs, which arc more to: be 
Tom. 2. 


-Saint Hilarion, Abbor. 


| admired then imitated ? To the end that we, 


yet we might at leaſt endeauor to do the litle 
we arc able; and might not meaſure rhe ver- 
tue of the Saints by our weaknes. 

S.Hilarion when he wascightcen years old 
being in his houel , there came thecues to 
him one night , cither thinking that he had 
ſomething which they might rob him of , or 
els judging it an atront , that a yopng man 
ſhould liuc in the midſt of them ſo ſecurely, 
without any fear or apprehenſion. They wane 
dred all the night ſeeking his poor cot, and 
could by nod means find it. In the morning 
they found him, andin 3 jcering manner ſaid 
vnto him : what wouldeſt thou do, if thou 
ſhouldeſt ſee thyſelf compaſied about with 
theeues ? And he anſwered them : the poor 
and naked fear no theeues, And they faid 
vato Mm : At leaſt thou canſt loſe thy life. 
He anſwered them : t'is truc , I can loſe it, but 
I fear not theeucs, becauſe Iam prepared to 
dy. They were amazed to ſee his conſtancy, 
and confeſſed , that they had ſought him that 
night , and could not find him, and promiſed 
to awend their lives, 

Two and twenty years had Saint Hilarivn 
paſſed in this manner of lite , without being 
known , but only by the fame , which had 
ſpread itſelf through all the' cities of Palcſtin, 
of his ſan&ity and great vertues, There came 
to him one"day 4 woman , and caſt herſelf 
ſuddenly at'his feet, and perceiving himto be 
troubled to ſee her there , and that he made 
ſhew as ifhe would goaway, with many tears 
ſhe faid-vnto him: pardon oft, © ſervant of 
God , my boldnes, for my neceſſity and-miſery 
makes -me to importune thee, Caſt thy eyes 
vpon me,and looke yponme not asa woman, 
but as an afflifted creature ; and a woman 
brought forth out Saviour. Saint Hilarion 
hearing theſe words-ſtood ſtill, and asked her 
the cauſeof her grief: and vnderſtanding that 
ſhe. was married, and that her husband inten« 


*ded to leaue her, for that'in fifteen years they 


had had no-children :: he lift vp his eyes to 
heaucn, and made his praicr to God, and ſent 
ber away: andatthe end of the year ſhe came 
toſce him with a child in her arms. This was 
the beginning of the miracles which God 
wrought by Saint Hilarion , which were ſo 
many, and ſo great, that they aſtoniſhed the 
whole world. He raiſed to life three children 
of 3 greatLady , called Ariſtineta, wife to a 
Gentleman callcd Elpidivs : who having gon 


- out of deuotion to vifit Saint Antony with 


her husband, and her three children, in their 
return home , they all three died in the city 
of Gaza, whither S; Hilarion came importu- 
ned by the catreaties of his monks, and over» 
come by the tcars ofihe peor mother, and 


| inuocating ouex them the holy-name of Icfus 


Vuuu they 
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although we can not arriuc todo what he did, ———, 
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Saint Hilarion , Abbor, 


they immediately came to liſe again, and kiſ- 
{ed the hand of the Saint. This a.iracle was 
diuulged,and much people came from all parts 
to ſce Hilarion: and fcing him, many Pagans 
received the faith of Chriſt : and others took 
the habit of monks, and remained with him: 
and ſome monaſteries were founded , which 
were the firſt that were builtin Syria: which 
Saint Hilarion inſtituted and-goucrned ,as S. 
Antony did in Egypt. They brought to Saitit 


Hilaricn 4 weman that was blind, who told | 


him , that ſhe bad ſpent all her means vpon 
the Phyfitians withcut any benefit at all : and 
he anſwered her : That Which thew baſs lofi 
vton Phyſitians , badft thou ginen it to the 
poor of Tejus Chriſt , the true Thyſitian , be 
would bane cured thee: & ancinting the eyes of 
the blind woman with his ſpitle, immediately 
ſhe recovered her fight, They broughtto Lim 
a Wagoner , whom the divel bad gorpower 
over , he told him , that he muſt bclieuec in 
Chriſt, and leaue that employment, and that 
{o he ſhould be cured. He belicued in Chriſt, 
promiſed to leaue that office , and was cured, 
& freed from the devil, He allo cured another 
yong man of 4 _ ſtrength, called Mar- 
fitas, who was poſlefſed by the dewil ,and no 
body was able to hold him, he broke ih peeces 
chains and fetters , avd wounded thoſe that 
cawe neer him, and did much miſchicf. They 
brought him before the Saint fettered and tyed 
as if he had been & mad bull , and he-cauſed 
him to be vntyed , and being now looſed he 
{aid vnto him : come Either : Marfitas.came, 
with his head bowed down , caſt /tumſclf at 
his fect, and licked them with his-tongue , as 
as tame as 4 Jamb, He praycd tor him ,and at 
the cnd of ſeuen daies which be kepthim with 
him. , he was cured. Another time they 
brought ynto him another poſſeſſed perſon, 
called Orion , a very tich man , who bad in 
him a legion of deuils, The poſſeſſed perſon 
came to him in chains, his bands.neck , and 
feet loaded with irons, with cyes wild and 
ſparkling, with 4 terrible look, which ſeemed | 
to caſt forth flames of fire. The Saint was at 
that time explicating to his monks apaſlage of 
the holy Scripture : the man that was poſſeſſed 
got looſe from thoſe that led him, and fell 
vpon Hilarion,and taking hold ot him behind, 
litted him vp into the air. Thoſe that were 
preſent feared that the dinel would do him 
ſome 1niſchief, and hurt that body. which was 
to conſumed with fafting, and pennances; and 
lamentably cryed out : but Saint Hilarion 
laughing , ſaid : Let me alone with my wre- 
ſiler:and laying hold of his hair with his band, 
he threw him vpon the ground, and fetting 
his foot vpon him, and preſſing /him., and gi- 
uving him ſome blows, taid : here. you ſhall be 
tormented miſerable devils, There were heard 


to come forth of the mouth of this miſerable | 


man many and diuers voices , like 
clamour of 4 conſuſed multuude, 
prayed toour Lord who has 
come the devils, andno leſs 
and the man was cured : and ſome daies alter 
came to the Monaſtery with his wile and chil 
dren, and brought certain gitts forthe ſery, t 
of God. He faid vnto him : Haſt thoy dottead 
w hat happened to Giezi,and to Simon Mapys 
of whom the one pictended to fell, and the 
cthey to buy the prace of God , and hoy 
they both were puniſked tor their fin ? And 
when Orion weeping belougtt him , tha i 
te would not accept of the alms for himſelf 
nor for his monks, that he would take it and 
piue it fo the poor : Saint Hilarion anſwered; 
T ou canft letter grne it thy [elf , who frequents 
the cities , and knoYes them: 1 baue left my (yy 
proper goods , and Youldeſt thuu hae me chars 
my ſelf Nath other mens? 1 knows that the nam, 
of tLe poor to many is an ocrfion of rourtouſrer 
none gines better to the poor then be that keeps 
nothing ſor _bimſelſ. Oricn was much affiifted, 
and fcil d&wn vpon the ground; andthe holy 
Abbot ſaid vnto him : 56, be not trowbled: that 
which I do, T coit both for my ſelf, andfor thee: 
Tf F »hould receiue thy giſts , 1 1bould offend 
God, and the Legion of divels Youldreturnint 
thee. The ſame doftrin Saint Hilarion taught 
vs in another that was 4 ſcruant to the Em: 
peror Conſtantiuvs, who having been affided 
from; his childhood by the devil, came vnto' 
him, and although he were a German by nz 
tion, he anſwered him in the Syriack tongue, 
withoutcucr baviog learnt it: andafterwards 
perceiving himſelf to be freed by the praicts 
of the Saint , he offered him ten pounds of 
gold, .which ke would not receive, but only 
a barley-loaf : to giuc vs to ynderſtand (2s >: 
Hicromfaies) that thoſe who liue vpon ſuch 
bread ,cſteem gold as dirt, But amovpſt othet 
micacles.that was notorious, whichS.Hikn0 
wrought in freeing of 4 poor maid. There Wis 
in a village by Gaza 4 poor maid, of4 nr 
life, whom a yong man in the neighbour 
fell in loue with , and endcauouring 0) a 
means poſſible to draw her to his will , 0ut 
being not able to effe& it, he wenttoihe&l] 
of Memphis ,and communicated his inhtwitſ 
and folly with certain Sorcerers, miniſters0 
the temple of Eſculapius, They gave him 
plate of braſs with certain dreadful! hgure#19 
it , which couered with carth, be was t0 pul 
vader the threſhold of the damzelsdoo?,? 
t5 ſay there certain-words. The yorg maP | 
filled that which he was bid todo,the dam® 
began to loue bim fo extravagantly , thi! 4 
(cemed rather a madnes then 2 loue : (or 
crycd out calling him : beat herſeltin the face: 
tore her hair : and did other prancksofn ; 
nes, Her parents carried her to Saint _ 
andthe diucl, who had cntred into the P®" 
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,i4 and tormented her, confeſſing the man- 
_ eatred ,and that he was tyed 


andthat he could not'go out , vatill thar*the | 

ong wan looſed him, who held him priſo- 
Qerz the Saint ſaid vnto him : haſt thou folitle 
power that 4 plate ofbrafs can hofd thee faſt? 
Tell me , how daredſtthou to enter into this 
ſruant of God? The diucl anſwered :1 entred 
into her to guard her Virginity. Thou ( ſaid 
the Saint) guard her virginity , who art an 
enemy of chaſtity ? Why didſt thou not take 
poſſeſſion of him who brought thee hither ? 
How could I (faid the diucl ) empower wy 
elf of him , he hauing another deuil of loue | 
with him , my friend ? "Jo fine Saint Hilarion 
cured the maid without the taking away ofthe 
impediment of che plate which the deuil ſpoke | 
of: tothe end that we might vnderſtand, that 
no ſorceries nor enchantments can reſiſt the 
will of God : and that we ought not to giuc 
credit to the devil , who is ſo crafty and luch 
2 lyer. After that he had freeed the maid from 
that fire, and irenſy which ſhe ſuffered , he 
reprehended her tor certain leyityes ſhe had 
don, and by them opened the door to the di- 
xl, to affli&t , and torment her. 

Innumerable were the miracles which our 
Lord wrought through the interceſſion of S. 
Hilarion, by which his Yame ſpread it {elt into 
all paris : and the great father Saint Antony, | 
when certain that were fick or poſicfied came 


w him tor remedy, out of Syria into Egypt,he | 
fid vnto them:why doyou come to me having + 
nyour own countrey wy fon Nilation? and 
he ſent letters vatoS. Hilarion ,and recciued | 
letters from him withgreat comfort. By realon | 
of theſe miracles, and much more for the ad- ' 
mirable example of his holy lite, innumerable 
Monaſteries were built in Palcſtin , and all 
monks had recours to Hilarion , as to their 


he taught them by his life, and by his words, 
aduiſing them , that they ſhould conſider well 
how the figure , and vain repreſentation of 
this world does paſs away : and that the truc 
lite js that whbich is bought by the incommo- 
ditys and loſs of the preſent life. He admoe 
niſhed them that they ſhould not be ſolicitous 
what they were to eat , nor wherewith they 
were to be clothed,nor about the other things 
that paſſe away with time, but that they ſhould 
put all their confidence in Ged : and he could 
not endure thoſe that hoorded vp things teas 
ring leaſt they ſhould come! to want them, 
One time 4 monk , that had moneys, and was 
3 preat hoordet , lent him 4 bundle of preen 
peaſe, as the firſt fruits of his garden, and they 
being laid ypon the tablc he ſaid,that he could 
notendure the il} ſmell that came trom thoſe 
peaſe, for that they ſtunck of*couctuuſnes:and 
ia proofhexeof they ſhouid giue them to the 


fuher and maſter , to be inſtrufted by him,and | 
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beaſts ; and ſhould ſee if they would eat of 
them. They threw them befoi: the cattle, and m—— 


they affrighted , breaking their halters, ran 


88 
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out of their ſtall, For amongſt other graces ©<T © 
that Saint Hilarion had, one was ,that by the * ** 


{mel} of pcopkes bodies , and of their clothes, 
and of other things which they had touched, 
he knew the vice they were given to, and by 
what devil they were tempted. In time of the 
vintage he viſited the cells of the monks, ac- 
companicd by all thoſe that liued in thoſe de- 
ſerts, which were ſometimes two or three 
thouſand perſons. He came one time with his 
holy company to the vineyard of a certain 
monk, who had the name of being couctous, 
and niggardly , and he tound guards ſet, who 
would not permitthem to eater in : but they 
were receivedand kiadly entertained by ano» 
ther monk , who was called Saba , and gaue 
them 4 vineyard that they might cat, and re» 
freſh themſclues ia it. Alter praier, and thankse 
giuing to our Lord, the Saint bleſſed the vine- 
yard , and commanded the three thouſand 
men to go along with him , and cat of the 
fruits of it. They did eat , and were ſatiated: 
and that charity was ſoprofitable to the monk, 
that all judging , before it was caten of, that 
the vincyard would giue about 4 hundred 
loads of grapes , alter the three thouſand men 
had catcn of it, gathering it twenty daics after, 
it yeelded three hundred. And that other ava» 
ricious mor.k , gathered_that year much Ic(s 


| then he was wont: andthat which he did ga» 


ther turned into Vineger : as the holy old man 
had forctold long before, 

Ne had the gift of Propheſy, Being in Pa- 
leſtin, and a Lady telling hith that ſhe would 
go into Egypt to ſce Saint Antony Ad@bot: he 
anſwered her , that he would alſo willingly 
make that journey to ſee his holy father , but 
that there were now two daies paſt fiace the 
world had loſt fuch 4 maſter. Another time 


| cerfain deuout perſons deſiring to detain hig 
| ih 2 village necr Alexandria, he told them, 
, that he wouldnot ſtay with them that night 

| leaſt he ſhoulddo theman ill turn : and that 


by what would happen aftet wards, they ſhould 
vndciſtand that he bad juſt cauſe to make 
ſuch haſte away. -Eatly in the morning came 
thither the miniſters of Iulian the ApoRat, to 
take him and Kill him, but he by divin reve- 
lation knowing ofit ,cſcaped them , depar- 
ting the night before. But amongſt all the 
exccllencys which Saiat Hilarion had , that 
which is moſt admired, and which $. Hicromn 
moſt extolls, is his humility , and contempt 
of honor , and his induſtrious flying of glory, 


| and popular applauſe. For that Clergymen, 


monks, Biſhops ,and all kind of perſons rich, 
and poor, men , and women Hocking to the 
Saint from all parts , to reccuue of him a litle 
blelſed bread , o« oyl zhe alwaics wept, and ic 

ſcemed 
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ſcemedto him that he liued in the world, and 
that God payed him his ſeruices inthis life, 


©c ro. andfor this reaſon he reſolued to fly into ſome 
BER- remote, and ſolitary place where he was not 


known.His deſign was diſcouered , and there 


came more then ten thouſand perſons to de- 


tain' him',and to beſeech him that he would 
not go away : but he was ſo frm in his rcſo- 
lution, that he told them , that he would nei- 
ther cat nor drink vnleſs they would let him 
him depart ; and in effe& he was ſcuen daies 
without cating vntill they permitted him to 
go. And tiking his leave of all that people, 
and carrying with him forty of the monks 


which were firongeſt, and werc able to travel 


on foot, and to fait all the day without eating 
vyntill night, he went to the place where Saint 
Antony had liued, reucrencing it as the dwel- 
ling ot ſo holy a man , who was now dead. 
Afterwards he retired himfelt with only two 
monks into & deſert hard by , and began to 
lead the life rather of an Angel , then of a 
man , with ſo great rigour, abſtinence, and 
pennance as if be bad but then begun to ſerue 
out Loid. But that we might ſee the defire 
which Saint Hilarion had not to be known in 
the world , and how God made him to be 
known ; the care with which he hid himſelf, 
and how Gog diſcouered him : the ſolicitude 
with which he fled from glory : and how the 
fame glory went after him , and followed him 
like' a ſhadow : and that by how mwch the 
more a man humbles himſelf, by ſo much the 
morc God does exalt-him : S. Hilarion being 
in this deſert very well contented , for that 
be thought no body knew him,all the people 


of the villages thereabouts came vnto bim,and: 
beſousht him , that by his praiers he would, 


obtain for them rain from heauen , for, that 
of three years it had not rained. T hey.beſought 
him it with ſo great inſtancy, and with fo 
many” tears , that he took pity on them : he 
lifted vp his eyes to heauen,and immediately 
obtained what they defired : but by the abun» 
dance of rain which fell .were bred many 
ferpents , and venimous creatures which de- 
ſtroyed the fruits of the earth, and many of 
the people periſhed by them, They made their 
addreſs to Saint Hilarton-, and with bleſt 
oyl , which he gave them, they rubbed their 
wounds, and healed them. When he ſaw that 
he was known in this deſert , he went out of 
it, and travelled through divers places and 
judging that he could not hue ſecurely , and 
voknown ir. the Eaſt , he embatked for Sicily, 
offering tte malter of the ſhip for his paſſage, 
becauſc he-had nothing els to giue him,d bouk 


. of the Ghoſpels, which he had written in his 


youth.'In their voyage the maſter of the ſhips 
fon began to bg tormentcd by the deuil, and 
Saint Hilarion cured him, and for this fauor 
the maites returned him his book back again, 


Being landed in Sicily, the bettertohia. kt 
ſelf, he entredinto hs heart of the Sits U, 
and cuer day cut a bundle of wood, and ſolg 01" 
it , and with the price of it , himſclf and his 2»; 
diſciple. were waintained. But how can the | 
ſun ccaſe to ſhine, and to give light? Or - 
can 4 city be hid, that is ſeated vpon 4 hiph 
mountain ? nor can he ly hid whom God will 
manifeſt , although he were vnder the earth 
At the ſame time that Hilarion thus hid himſeit 
inSicily , a poilcfſed perſon cryed out in Saint 
Peters Church in Rome , and ſaid, that atey 
daics before Hilarion the ſervant of Chiif 
was entred. into Sicily , and lay hid without 
being known by any body, but thathe would 
$0 thither, and diſcover him. He went,found 
im out, ſpcke with bim , and was cured 
This mizacle being known , innumerable 
people of all that Jland flocked to Hilation 
for remedy of their cuiis :and he who defired 
to be known by no body, was manifeſledby 
God , and known by all. Here alſo he would 
not receiueany of the many giſts which were 
offered him by thoſe whom he cured, repers 
ting to them all , thoſe words of our Lord 
Gratis accepiſtis , gratis date, That whichyoy 
baue freely recciued, freely-giuc it. And (as5, 
Aicrom faies ) men woncered at nothing 
more then this, that notwithſtanding ſomany 
miraclcs he would nortake ſomuch asa peece 
of bread of thoſe who recciued the fauor.Out 
of Sicily be fled into Dalmatia, to hide himſelf 
incw : but our Lord permitted that at the 
| ſame time a dragon of 3 monſtrous bignes 
ſhould deſtroy all that countrey: which dragon 
they called in their language Boas, becaulehe 
was ſo great , that he would ſwallowanox 
whole , nor did. he. only deuour greater and 
lefler catle , but alſo the ſhephcards and men. 
The Saint bad compaſſion of that ſad calamie 
ty, and hauing prayed, he made 4 great quan» 
tiry of wood to be brought , and commanded 
the dragon to put himlelf in the midle of. it, 
andthe Saint ſetting fire to-the wood, in the 
preſence of all the people, that horrid and 
dreadfull beaſt was burnt to aſhes, There haps 
| pencd to him here another thing of no ls 
ad-niration , and it was that by reaſon ot 
ſtrange earthquake after the death of Lulian 
the Apoſtat , the ſca ſurpaſſed its bounds, and 
did ſo oucrflow the carth , that ſhips lay dry 
vpon the tops of mountains. The natiues 0 
Epidaurvs where. Saint Hilarion was, had n0 
other remedy, but to take him, and cart} 
to the ſea ſhogr , and oppoſe him as 4 ſirong 
wall againſt the furious waues. The Saint made 
three croſſes in the ſand, Rrethching forth his 
arws t&wardsthe ſca, and tothe aſtoniſhment 
of all , it Ropped, and went back , and retur- 
aed to its place, But when be law that the) 
honored him there , be took ſhip to fiy 1819 


| be Iſlandoof Cyprus: in the way they me 


twith 
certain 


Cn 
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> , certain pyrats, who coming to attach the | was ypon the one and twentith of Oftober, 
J. gc. ib back in which Saint Hilarion went , he put | on which the Church celebrates it,and it was "_—_ 
6 the of Mimſelf in the prow , and ſtretching forth his | in the year of our Lord three hundred and Hs: 
" . ad ſaid vato them : Let it ſuffice you to | ſeuenty two, in the raign of VYalentinian the ah a 
he have come thus far : and they were ſo ſtopped, | elder. Beſides Saint Hierom who wrote his 
4 thar they could not go forwards, but returned | life , the Roman Martyrologe , and thoſe of 
þ1 back faſter then they had come. Being arriued | Bede | Yſvard, and Ado, and Nicephorus do 
ul in Cyprus | he lid himſelf in a ſolitary place | make mention of him. The Roman Mars 
n about two milcs from the city of Paphos: but tyrologe puts Helſychius diſciple to Saint 
" when he was there to his great content , for | Hilarion among the Saints ypon the third of 
go that no body knew him; all the poſlefied per- | Ofober: 
W ſons began to cry out throughout all the land - POR INI 
- of Cyprus , that MONIES —_—_— hy a TEESETAEEA DELLA ESA 
ome thither : and within a few dailies SIDSDOÞES HELD + > 
ld wean to him about two hundredot them, Kt KE-xF x3 xt Xx A 
ad mea, and women , and were all trecd by his | 96422240995 $d70p 3426204442098 
d, praiees From thence he paſſed to another III ELEEL 
le 260 more remote from = = , and _ | 
= 11pand rigid, where he heard howlings,an | ved | , 
ed mo confuſed cries as of an army of devils; TH E LIFE OF SAI NT 21. 
by with which the Saint recreated himſelf ,thin- | F1ſula , and the eleuen thouſand Virgins. Ocrto- 
Id kiog that he bad his enemies preſent , with BER» 
= wham he was to wreſtle and fight : and that Pon the ſame day the one and 
- þy reaſon of the aſpetity of the place no body twentith of Oober , our holy 
d, would there moleſt him : but our Lord diſco- & mothcr the Church cekbrates 
* vered him , and the poor fick , and ſuch as JJ the martyrdom of Saint Vrſula, 
_ were in neceſſity , oucrcame the difficulty of and of theeleven thouſand Vir 
's the way , by the deſirof finding remedy in gins her companions , ih whoſe ſtory there 
7 their miſries. Finally being now fourſcore | ate ſome things certain, and others Apocry- 
M yearsold, ynderſianding that our Lord would | phat, and doubtfull. It is certain , that Saint 
- take, him to bimſelf, he wiit 2 ſhort letter | yeſula , and all her holy companions were 
lf vith his own hand ,to Heſychius his faithful | cleven thouſand. For although the Roman 
wn companion , who was abſent : by which he | Martyrologe docs not ſay that they were cle» 
_s made him heir of all his riches , which were | yen thouſand, nor the praier which we xecite 
a the;book of the Gholpels , and his trock of | of them; yet Bede , and Ado in their Marty 
" Gckloth, mantle, and cowl: Many came to ſee rologes, and Molanus in the Additions which 
- him : he copjured them that as ſoon as he was | he has made to the Martyrologe of Viuard , 
d dad , they ſhould bury him in the garden | and other authors fay it ;and although there 
le where he was , in his clothes, and not keep | were none that ſaid it, tradition alpne,and 
i im k moment. Being now at the laſt gaſp, and | the common ſenſe of the Church were a ſuffi 
7 nothing of a living man left in him but his | cient ground to belicuc it. But that which is 
| feling, holding his eyes open, he ſpoke thus to | yneertain and doubtfull , is, the manner of 
h tis ſoul : Gofortb nov my ſoul, Ybat doeſt thou | their Martyrdom: vhe going of theſe virgins 
J fur ? what art thou afraid of ? Now almoſt | to Rome in ſogreat icompany ,arid the com- 
| theſe ſenenty years thou ſerne#t our Lord , and ing with them when they returned back , of 
a «nt thou affraid of dearth? And ſaying theſe | pope Cyriacus , leaving his Popedom: and 
A words he ended his lite. Imwediatcly they other things like theſe , which ſore write, 
. buried him as he bad ordained , and at the | have no ground,nor authority ,andcontradi&t 
n lame time 1t was known in the city of Paphos | the truth of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and all good 
| that he was dead, and buried. Heſychivs came | reaſon, Wherefore laying afide that which is 
x aker ſore daics,and without any ones know- | commonl| y ſaid of the manner how they met 
4 ledge opened his graue , and found his Coat, | together , and of the: end for which eleucn 
a ackeloth, and cow! with which they had bu- | thouſand Virgins met together andafterwards 
- ried him, whole, aid his body as entire, as if | all together died for the faith of Chriſt our 
' It had been alive, ſending forth moſt ſweet Lord,and obtained the crowns of Virgins,and 
* and heauenly odour, He rock vp the holy | Martyts;l will here ſay that wbichſeewes moſt 
* body,and carried it into Syria, and placed it | probable to Cardinal Baronivs , and William 
: In his ancient Monaſtery , where God( as S. | Lindan Biſhop ot Ruremond , both very lears 
- Hicrom faies ) wrought continual miracles | ned men, taking it out, of a very ancient book 
J through the interceſſion of the Saint,and moſt | jn the Vatican library at Ronre, which treats 
th df all in his llc garden of Cyprus , becauſe | ofthe things of Britany, whoſe author is God- 
in be loued that place, The deathot S. Hilarion ircy Biſhop of Aſaph in the kingdom of En. 
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811 Saint Vrſula, and her Companions, - 
land, and is as followes. this happened , the Emperor Grati 

21, , Gratian being Emperor , ſon to the Empe- | ſtanding what Fuabanas had don =o rn 
Ocr 0+ ror Valentinian the elder, a Captain of his | andin France, and that he carticg bunſels ' Ocrg 
' BER, Called Maximus, 4 very valiant wan , native | Emperor and Lord, and not as his Cy th _ 

of the Iſland of Britany ( which we now call | and ſcruant,to repreſs him, and chaſtize hi - 

England)rebelled againſt him, and proclamed | he hadcallcd to hus ſeruice the Poieyy —_ 

himſelf as Emperor ; and he by the fauor of | Huns, a fierce, crucl, and barbarous people 

' the ſoldicrs, and of others,his friends and ac- | who had ouercom the Goths , and bad - 


quaintance,Engliſhmen,cntred into the coun» flrange military feats, Theſe vnder the con. 
trey of the Gaules ( which is now France ) | duet of Melga Captain of the Poideuins 2nd 
and empowered himlelt of it, eſpecially of 4 | of Gaunus Gencral of the Hung, with 4 pou« 
certain Province, which then was called Ar- | Erfull ficet began to inteſt the ſea , and tg 
morica , and is now called Britany : for the | roue about as Pyrats , robbing and making 
Brittons or Engliſhmen ſubducd and ſpoiled | prize of all they could, with intention to pals 
it with ſo great a fury and ſlaughter , that kil- | 1nto England,to caſt Maximus out ofit , and 
ling all the natives, they left it deſolate and | to ferue the Emperor Gratian, whogaue then 
without people, Maximus reſolued to people | pay. At th: ſame time that the Virgins were 
that Province , as very aduantagiousin order | were cali ypon that coaſt , thoſe Barbarians 
to his kceping of England, and France, To | atrived at the ſame port: and vnderſtandun 
this end he divided amongſt his ſoldiers come that they were enewics ſhips , and nn, 
out of England, the fields,and fertil lands of | to Maximus , againit whom they came, they 
leſſer Britany, to the end that they might cul- ſcized on them. When they ſaw that they were 
tivate them, and enjoy the fruits of them, But fraught with yong wowen(they being aslewd 
to the end that the ſoldiers might marry,and | and laſcivious , as they were hiereeand cruel) 
have iffue , to ſucceed them, and tzke root in | went about to force, and diſgrace them, But 
that land and Province, where there were no | the, holy Virgins , their head and miſtrels $, 
women ,they being all ſlain : he thought fit | Vriula, animating and exhorting of them ,re- 
to; ſend into the Ilands of Britany , which | ſolucd rather to loſeKheir liucs , then their 
comprehend England, Scotland, andIrcland, | chaſlity.And they ſhewing both by deeds and 
for a great number of yong waids: who being | words , their great courage and conflancy, 
brought into new and lefler Britany , might | and that rather then offend God , they yere 
be marriedto the Soldiers,who for the greateſt | ready to ſuffer any pain or torment ; the 
F part were natives of the ſame countrey with | Barbarians turning their loue into fury ,and 
them. The chief head of all that army was | into 4 hatred of the Chriſtan faith , fell ypon 
\ Conan ,i perſon of great birth, and one of | them like ſo many wolues vpon 2 flock of 
' the greateſt Lords ofall England : whom Ma- | innocent lambs,and put them all tothe ſword: 
ximus had made his Lieutenant ,and Prete& , not to be detained there any longer from 
of all the ports of that coaſt. Conan deman- going into England , which they vaderſtood 
ded in marriage a moſt noble Virgin, daughter was naked of men , Maximus haue drawn 
to Dionocius King of Cornwell,called Vrſula; | the ſoldiers out of it. Otall that holy and Vir- 
in whom concutred all the gitts of modeſty , | ginal company , there remained alive only 
beauty, and gracious carriage , which can be | one, called Cordula, who out ofa womarilh 
defired ina woman. Throughout all the Pro- | fear, at the time of the bloody butchery, hid 
uinces of Britany eleven thouſand Virgins | herſelf ; but having ſeen what paſſed, andibat 
were ſought tor, to the intent aboue mentio- | all her companions were martyred animate 
ned, and to accompany Vriula, who wasto | by our Lord who had choſen them all for 
be the head and Lady of them all. Of the Vir- | himſelf, the next day ſhe diſcovered hetſell 
gins ſome of them went willingly, and others | and was martyred, as faies the RomanMarty* 
againſt their will : but Maximus having com- | rologe. The mote principal Virgins that there 
manded it «(w ho was now Emperor, or rather | ſhed their blood for the faith of Chriſt ,at 
tyrant)willirg or not willing they muſt obey. | for their chaſtity , were ( as Ado faies) Sunt 
They put them into certain ſhips that were | Vriula, the guid, head, and leader of thewall, 
prepared to caity them into the new Province | and Sentia, Gregoria, Pinnoſa, Mardia,Saula 
of Britany, It was.the pleaſure ot 'our Lord, | Britula , Saturnina , Rabacia, Palladia, C't 
that the ſhips going out of the haven, they | mentia, and Grata.Oa the day that they dc 
-þad fo contrary winds, thatin place ofcarry- | Chriſt their dear ſpouſe triumphed in the boly 
-ivg that Armada, and bleſſed company imo | Virgins, ouer infidelity, and carnality ,0n" 
-Britany they ſnatched them 2 quite contrary | fin, and hell : and declared how much a9* 
way with ſo great violence, that paſſing be- | powerfullthe vertue of4 Chriſtian 1500 luitet 
jore the lands of Z.-land and' Holland , they | death , then is the crucl:y of the devil and [1 
ſell intothe mouth ot the river of Rhine, which | miniſters to inflift it : and that his ſoldiers 
is very broad and deep. Atthe ſame tmethat | riſe by falling , and by dying conquat = 
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are crowned with ctcrnal glory. The bodies 


1. of gþe holy Virgins were gathered vp by the 
- r0- faithful with great deuotion , and carried to 


u 1;, [i the city of Cullen , whichis ſeated ypon the 


{ame river ot Rhine : where was founded 4 
famous Monaſtery of Nunns ,and in it are to 
be ſeen at this day, many of the heads of theſe 
holy Virgins, and are reuerenced with l1ngu- 
lar devotion: and their Relicks are diſperſed 

throughout all Chriſtendom, Many belieue, 

that the place where the holy bedies of the 

Virgins now are, 1sthat where they were kil- 

cd, For the earth of that Church does not 

aJmit of any dead body, although it be of an 

infant newly baptized , it they bury it in it; 

but in the nightir caſts 1t vp again, as Biſhop 

Lindan writes. Which they take as 4 ſign, that 

God would not hauc any other body butyed 
there, where are enterred thole of fo many, 

and ſo illuſlrious Virgins and Martyrs , his 
ſpouſes, who there ſhed their moſt pure blood 
tor the confeſſion of their faith, and in defenſe 

of their chaſtity, It is alſo ſaid, that Saint Yr- 

ſula, and her holy companions at the hour of 
death fauor thoſe who in theyr life do bear 

deyotion , and 1ccommend themſetues vnto 

them. The Martyrdom of theſe Virgins was , 

according to Baronius, in the year of our Lord 

thiee hundred eighty three , inthe raign of 
Gratian , and Ualerian his brother, and Theos 

dofius the clder : whom Gratian had made 

his collegue in'the'Empire , ſeing himſelf ſo 

beſet on all fidesby the numerous forces of 

the Barbarians, and Randiog in need. of the 

ſuccor of ſo valiant 4 Captain : and it happe- 

ted ypon the one and twentith-of Ofober , 

ana the holy Church celebrates it vpon that 

day, Of the elcucn thouſand Yirgins (beſides 

the authors we haue cited) do write Wandal- 

bert, who flouriſhed in the yeat of our Lord 

cipht hundred and fifty , and Sigibett monk of 
the Monaſtery of Chembly , who writ about 

ve bundred years agoh ,and Rogerius Cil- 
teciewſis , and Richardus Pramonſtratcnſis, 
and Claudius de Rotayand Bonfinius'in his 
Hiſtory of Hungaty', and Pcter de Natalibus, 
&Palydore Virgin in his Hiſtory of England, 
and more copiouſly Laurence Surius in his 
fith tome ot the liucs of Saints, 
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THE LIFE OF THE SAINTS CHRY- 
=y ſanthus, and Daria, Martyrs. 


, 
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uy Hryſanthus was of the city of Alexan- 
- ,Qria , jon to a noble Senator , called 
Polemius, who came to live at Romc 


vith all his houſe and family, and was cour- 


| teouſly recciued by-the Senate , and much hos 


took carc that his fon Chrylanthus, who was 
of a delicate and ſublime wit, ſhould exerciſe 


Chryſanthus then tucning oucr bocks in hi 

{tudics , by a particular prouidence of heauen'\ 
found one in which were written the Ghol- 
pels. He rcad them trom the beginning to 
the end,and vadeiitood the Carknes in which 
he lived , and that the true light was Ieſus 
Chriſt. That he might better yaderſtand the 
doarin which he had difcoucred, hearing that 
i Chriſtian called Carpophorys, well skitled 
in the holy Scriptures, tor tear of the perſecu» 
tion, was hidden1n A certain cauc, he went 
vnto him , and belought him with great car» 
neſtnes, to declate vnto him the law of leſus 
Chriſt, and his Ghoſpel, Carpophorus did it 
very willingly : inſtructed him, baptized him, 
and confirmed him in the faith, in ſuch ſorte ; 
that ſcucn daics after Chryſanthus preached 
plublikely in Rome , that leſus Chriſt was 
true God. Polemius vnderitood what his ſon 


ach'd : and paitly out of a zeal for his fals re- 
ligion, and partly out of fear leaſt the penalty 
ot the law againſt the. Chriſtians ſhould fall 
vpon him , was futiouſly enraged againſt 
his ſon, and put him in 4 dark priſon , com+ 
manding only & ſet meaſure of meat to' be 
gigen him: But ſeing that this rigour and core 
reion did not ſacceed, he took another way 
of chcriſhiogs and ſweetnes , and by rheans of 


certain beautitull women his feruants, he en- 


deauored to prrucst him, and to folicit him 


| ro naughtines 71 tor the end that lofing his 


chaſtity , he might more eaſily loſe the faith of 
Chriſt. They rook.then Ghryſaathus out of 
prifon , clothed him very richly, put himinz 
chamber well accommodated with tapeſtry 
and hangings of filk : the women entred into 
do theic wicked office : arid the Saint ſeing 
them (tcaring his own ftailty) lift vp his cycs 
to heauen, and begged ſuccour of our Lord? 
and our Lord fo gaue it him , that (as Mctas 
phraſtes, ſayes ) immediately he cauſed a pro- 
tound (tcep to (eize vpon the women, which ſo 
ouerpoweredthem,that ynles they were taken 
out of that chamber ,they could not awake: 
and by this means our Lord delivered Chrys 
fanthus out of that danger. His father thought 
that it was more to the purpoſe to ſeck out 
one beautiful damzel, gracious, wiſe and pru- 
dent, and to marry her to his ſon; and to make 
her heireſs of his means : to the end that ſhe 
might accompliſh with Chryſanchus , as his 
lawtull wife, that which the ſcruants were 
not able to effe&. They found amongſt the 
Virgins of Minerua one who was called Daria, 
in whom concuared all the graces and gifts to 


be wiſhed for in 4 woman. They ſpoke to = 
an 


Chryſanthus had don ; and what he had pre» | 


$12 


norced by the Emperor Numcrian. Polemius —=» 
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and with difficulty could they perſwade her 
to be married to Chryſanthus, and to charge 
berſelfwith the curing of him, of his folly- as 
they called it. But the tears of old Polemivs, 
and the thought of doing ſeruice to her Gods, 
inclined her to yndertake 1t. She clothed her- 
ſelf richly and powpouſly : entred very bold- 
ly into the place where the yong man was, 
aſſailed bim with ſweet, aduiſed, and amorous 
words ,endeauoring to perſwade him to put 
away the faith of Chriſt, and to marry her. 
But our Lord kept Chryſanthus, and gaue 
him ſuch grace from heauep , and fo good 
and efficacious reaſons, that diſcuurſing with 
Daria, {be tell into that ſnare which ſhe had 
laid for Chryſanthus , and fauored by God 
yeclded herſelf yp, and ſaid ſhe would be 4 
Chrittian. They compatted then betwixt 
themſelves faithfully to keep their Virginity, 
and to give out that they were married ; and 
by this means Chryſanthus was freed from 
the priſon and guard,in which his father kept 
him. Datia wasbaptized, and they twoliued 
together as hrother ang ſiſter 1 all chaſtity, 
And as it is proper to the verituous to de- 
fire, and to endeauor to make all others 
vertuous alſo , they counſelled the perſons 
with whom they conuerſed , to receiue the 
faith of Chriſt our Saviour, and to kcep cha- 
ſity : and in cffe@ they perlwaded many , 
Chryſanthbus men, and Daria women. This 
was known in Rome, and Celerin the Prefe&t 
commanded them to be apprehended, and to 


be delivered vp to Claudius Tribun, thathe. 


might examin their cauſe and puniſh them if 
they were found guilty. Claudius commanded 
Chryſanthus to be carried to the temple of 
Jupiter ,and becauſe that he would not adore 
him to be cruelly whipped. The executioners 
did it with ſo great cruelty,that by the ſtrokes 
and blows which they gave him , his very 
bones were diſcoucred , and his entralls ap» 
peared. They carried him from thence to pri. 
{on , and caſt him into 4 daik dungeon , and 
loaded him with irons and chains ; ſtrewing 
the floure with filthy and ſtinking things.But 
3n the Sight ot the tormentors his fettcrstur- 
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ned to duſt, and inthat ſtinking place , was | 


ſmelt a moſt ſyect and fragrant odour. They 
fleacd 4 calf, and fowed vp Chryſanthus na- 
kedin the skin, and ſo expoſed bim a whole 
day to the ſchorching ſun, but he receiued no 
harm bereby. They carried him back topriſon 
bound with many chains, but they were in» 
ſftantly brokcn and conſumed;& ſo many lights 
appeared in that dark dungeon that it became 
bright and ſhining. They bound bim again , 
and intending to whip him with rods of iron, 
the miniſters of cruelty taking them in their 
hands, they became lott, and they were not 
able to giue a ſtroke with them, The Tribun 


was coguinced that that couid not be don | 


by art magick and ſorcery , but t 


bat i 
the hand'and power ot Cod : and CON 


don him the evil he had don him , and to pra 
to God, whom he contefled, and by whe 
he was protected in fo many and ciyel 
torments , that he would pardon him , and 
give him a true knowledge of him. All his 
ſoldiers did the like; and Claudius, [ajon and 
Maurus his fons : and Hilatia his wite wich 
all his family , and the ſoldiers that were Vs 
der bis charge, and iwany other people were 
baptized. 

The Emperor Nuwerian vnderſtood what 
had patics, and commanded them all to be 
killed, Claudius was thrown into the river 
Tyber with great ſtone tied to his neck and 
drowned : the reſt were beheadcd, Hilaria the 
wife of Claudius , ſome daics aſter, Fraying 
in the caue, where the bodics of all thoſe holy 
Martyrs had been put , was apprehended by 
the Pagans , and they going to carry her 
before the Emperor , ſhe belought themto 
giue her 2 litle time to make her praier , and 


[1N it ſhe begged of God that he would take 


her into the company , of her husband , and 
children : our Lord heard her , and ſhe there 
gaue vp herſoul to God & ſo her body remui- 
ned amongſt the bodies of the other Saints, 
The Emperor commanded Chrytanthus to be 
put in the priſon called Tullianum, which 
was dark,and very incommodious, and Daria 
to be carried to a publike ſtews, where the 
boly Uirgin being put, that diſgracetull place 
by her preſence and prater, was converted into 
a devout Oratory, For our Lord ſent 4 Lion, 
who having gotten looſe out of the den 1n 
which he was , put bimſclt before Daria , as 
one that would defend her. Thee entred a 
wanton and diſhoneſt yong man , without 
knowipg what had paſlcd. to diſgrace, & vio- 
late the holy Virgin, The Lion tell vpon him, 
and threw him down vpon the ground,rathet 
dead then aliue with tcar and the ſudden fut« 
prize, and louked vp to the Saint toſce what 
ſhe would command him to do withthat vn- 
bappy yong man. And ſhecommanded him not 
to hurt him , and taking occaſion from that 
which the Lion did to obey God , ſhe ſpoke 
to the yong wan , and converted him tothe 
faith of Ieſus Chriſt. And now delivered out 
of the Lions paws ( whom the Saint had comy 
manded to let him alone ) he began to ly 
out through all the city that there was no0* 
ther Godbut I: ſus Chriſt whom the Chriſtians 
adored. Thole t! at had charge of the Lion 
caine to take him , but he _ by God, 
turned againſt them , and having thrown 
them vpon the ground, expetted that the Saink 
ſhould command him what he was todo with 


them ; and ypon this occaſion they allo wete 
CONUEr® 


illuminated 25, 
by the light of heaucn calt himſelf a the = Ocrg 


; of S. Chrytanthus, and beſought bim to Pars HR., 
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*\Y yere, that they might there be burnt : but by OI 
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the will otour Lord the Lion taking the Saints 
bleding , bowed down his neck , and paſled 


« through the flame without being burnt, and 


through all the city without doing any hurt 
to any"one , Or receiving any hu t from any 
one, After this they tyed Chrylanthus to 4 
poſte , which broke in pecces, and alſo the 
cords , and the torches that were lighted to 
burn bis fides , went out of themſeluzs. They 


went about to torment Daria, but the nerucs 


of the hands of the executioners contrafted 
themſelues with fo great pain and grief , that 
they let her alone. Finally they cartied them 
out of the city by the way Salaria , and there 
they made a great pit, and put them alive in 
it, agd caſting carth and ſtones vpon them, 
they were together martyred,and buried. God 
our Lord wtought great miracles by theſe 
Saints , and through their interceſſion gaue 
health to wany ſick people, Once a great num- 
ber of Chriſtians met together to cclebrate 
their feaſt in 4 caue , and the Empetor Nume- 
ran, when they were all in it , commanded 
it to be ſhut vp, fo that they all dicd , and 
became Martyrs of Chiiſt, There was Prieſt 
amongſt them called Diodotre , who ſaid Maſs 
yato:them , and communicated thetn , and 
animated them to endure that death with 
conſtancy and. joy for our Lord, The holy 
Church celebrates the Martyrdom of S.Chry- 
fnthus and Daria vpon the five and twentith 
ofORober,and it was in the year of our Lord 
two hundred andeighty four Nnwerian being 


THE LIFE OF SAINT EV ARISTVS, 
Pope , and Martyr. 


=%z Hirteen daics after the deathof 
F# the holy Pope Anacletus, wa? 
& Choſen in hisplace S. Evariſtus, 
F who was a Grecian by nation as 
% was his predecetſor, and the fort 
of one Tudas , a Iew both by nation aad ſe&; 
native of Bethleem. He wasa very learned and 
holy man , and the fiiit that diuided the Pa- 
riſhes of Rome amongſt the Prieits, who were 
thoſe that afterwards had the title of Cardi- 
nals. He ordained that ſeuen Deacons ſhould 
accompany the Biſhop , alwaies when he 
preached; as well that they might be witneſſes 
of his do@rin , as to honor that miniſtery, 
and to guard their Prelate, He provided that 
marriages ſtould be celebrated in publick;and 
not clandeſtinly, and that the rmatried ſhould 
receiue their nuptial benediftion in the 
Church, as had been practiſed from the time 
of the Apoſtles,as writes Tertullian. He come 
manded that Biſhops ſhould not Jeaue their 
own Churches for others, ſeihg they are their 
ſpouſes , as martied men do not leaue their 
own wiuesfor others : and that the accuſation 
of the people againſt their Biſhop ſhould not 
be receiued, vnles there did firſt precede ſome 


great ſuſpition againſt him, He was Pope nine 
years , and three months : 'and vpon the fix 


and twentith day of the month of Oltober he 


Emperor, It was written by Verinus, and Ar- | was crowned with Martyrdom , althoughthe 
, menius, Pricits of Saint Stephen Pope , and | manner how he was martyred be not recoun- 
Metaphraſtes enlarged and amplified their | ted: but the holy Church celebrates , it and 
: flory:: and Saint Damaſus Pope made certain | holds him for 4 Martyr. He died in the year 
' Kety elegant verſes in the praiſe of theſe holy | of our Lord one hundred twenty one, and ini 
, Martyrs, and put them vpon their tomb. The | the ſecond of the Empire of Adrian. He was 
Roman Martyrologe , and that of Vſuard,and | buried neer to the Sepulcher of the Prince of 
8 Utriuk.in his fifth tome, and Cardinal Baro- | the Apoſtles Saint Petet in the Vatican, He 
l biting bis Annotations vpon theMartyrologe; gaue Ocders tour times in the month of De« 
p aidin the ſecond tome of his Annals, and sS. | cember, and made then fifteen Biſhops ſeuen- 
t Gregory of Tours in his book of the glory of | tecn Prieſts, and two Deacons. Although au- 
c the Martyrs, do make mention of the Saints | thors vary about the number of the Ordina- 
C Chiyſaathus and Daria. ' tions made by Saint Evariſtas, and about the 
F number of the ordained by him ; yet this is 
t the moſt certain , as Cardinal Baronivs has 
ic noted. Of Saint Evariſtus do write S.Irenzvus, 
J Euſebius,Nicephorus, Saint Auguitin, Optatus 
1 THF Mileuitanus , Bede, and the authors of the 
1s IADuNIAG lives of the Popes. 
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The holy Apoſtles S. Simon, and S, Jude. 


CPD OD LPRIPRAEARIIDN 


SSH b0SS$SS$<S$$2$0 05 $0 023S4 240 


KF FRF FF Fat x 
$04 $44066023 $S$$S$S0<I200002$04<SS$$$ 


CPP EEE TE TELEELLILLL I 


THE LIFE OF THE HOLY 
Apoſtles $. Smion , and S. Inde. 


HE holy Apoſiles Simon , and Iude, 

| were the ſons of Mary Cleophas, lifter, 

or Coſen Geinan to the mother of 

God, our Lady ,and brothers to Saint Iamcs 
the leſs. Simon was called Cananzus, and for 
this cauſeS. Luke called him in Greek Ze)o- 
tes, becauſe Cana in Hebrew, 15 the ſame that 
Zclos in Greck : and he tock this ſurname 
becauſe he was born in Cana of Galilee, ang 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf from Saint Peter , who 
was alſo called Simon : and Iude allo tock 
the ſurname of Thadezus , or Lebevs, to dil- 
tinguiſh himſelf from ludas Iſcariotes. We find 
not when , or how theſe bleſſed Saints were 
called to the Apoſileſhip ; only mention is 
made of theres when the tweiue Apoſtles ate 
named by their names in the holy Ghoſpel , 
and it is ſaid in it, that our Saviour choſe them, 
ard called them Apoſtles. Alſo in the ſermon 
of the laſt ſupper , Chriſt our Lord ſaying, He 
» ho lowes mg hall. be loued of my father , and 
7 will loue bim , and Kill manifeſt myſelf unto 
him ;Iudas demanded : Lord buv 5hall this be, 
that thou Yilt manifeſt thyſelf to vs,and not to 
the World ? In the Ghoſpel there is no more 
particular mention of Iude , nor of Simon, 
and itis very litle that we know of theſe holy 
Apoitles , which is certain and aſſured : al- 
though it is moſt certain that in the preach- 
ing and propagating ot the Ghoſpel they en- 
durcd great hardſhip, and wiought many mi« 
xacles , and conuerted innumeiable people 
tothe faith:andas Valiant Captains of Chriſt, 
and conquerers of the world, by their life and 
doArin wade war againſt Sathan , caſting him 
cut of the throne , which he bad tyrannically 
viurped ,and throwing cown jdols, and cn- 
liphtenipg, and vadecciuing thoſe, who were 
blinded and deluded with the vain adoration 
ct fals Gads. Only it is laid, that Saint Simon 
preached in Egypt , and Saint Iude, or Thad- 
&zus,in Metopotamia , and that afterwards 
they went togeller into Perſia, and having 
brought 4 great multitude of people to the 
knowledge of our Lord, were crowned with 
Martyrdom. T bis is that the Maityrologes ſay, 
the Rowan, thoſe of Bede , Viuaid, and Ado, 
and is taken out ot Saint Hierom , and Saint 
Hidore , and other ancient Authors, and out 
of Baronius amonrgſtthe modern writers. In 
3 certain life of theſe holy Apoſtles which 
goes yndes the name of Abdias of Babylon, 


which is that which is followe 
Antoninus Archbiibop of = wk by Gain 
_— , a Benediftin monk 
thors, arc recounted certain things Te 
(granted that that bock be Ns yew 
perhaps be tiue, For to ſay that 4 bock s k 
pocryphal ,as thatis,is only to fay that it ix 
not of vndoubted authority : bur Itdces 7 
for this follow, that ail the things which wn 
contained in that book , are tals: tor in ar 
bock , how Apochryphal foever it be 
be tound ome things thatare true: and er 
haps they are ſo , which ate contained gn 
life of theſe Saints , which, as 1 taid Abdias 
wrote : which things I will here iclate be. 
cauſe they axe thole that ate commonly Writs 
ten of them, 
When the holy Apoſtles'were come into 
Perla, the deuils , which vntill that timehad 
given anſwers , became dumb. It happened, 
that a Captain of the king of Babylon called 
Baradach, was to go forth to war againlt the 
Jodians, and he deſired toknow of his Gods, 
what would be the end ofthat war, He went 
trom one God to anott er , but none gaue him 
an anſwers, He wondered at-it , and defirin 
to know the cauſe of it, at laſt they told him 
that they copld not anſwer him, fo long as 
Simon and Jude, the Apoſiles of leſus Chiiſt 
were in that Prownrces: The Apoſtles wee 
ſought out by the command of Baradach:and 
after ſome diſcours had paſt betwixt thewahe 
Apoſiles gaye lcaue to the devils toanſyerthat 
by their anſwer it might be better known what 
lyers and deceiuers they were: The Devils:ans 
ſwered by their miniſters , that the wat would 
belong and bloody, and wouldeoſt many their 
lives on both ſides. The: Apofiles heaving this 
ſmiled : and Baradach ifaying: | tremblefor 
tcar, and do yoo laugh ? I he:Saimsanſyerdd: 
you baueno cauſe to fear, {or to morrowat 
three a «lock in the morning: will come'Ant- 
baſſadors from the Indians' to atk pegoe'of 
you ,and to deljuer themſclues vp intoyour 
hands, and will do whatſoruer you ſhallcom- 
wand them. The Pricſts of the Idols mocked 
and ſ{coffed at that which the holy Apoſiles 
faid , and endeauorcd to make them'to'be 
ſulpected , as men that had ſecret contlpots 
dence with their enemies : but the: Captan 
was ſatisfied ,tor that they required not that 
he ſhould ©xpeR any long time, to be certified 
of the ttuth ot w bat they ſaid, but only ſome 
few hcuies. He cc mmanded both the Apo 
ſtles , and the winiſters of his Gods to be 3f* 
prebcnded , that he might puniſh thoſe that 
had lyed, The next morning at three a cleck 
the Ambaſſador came: and with that BaradaC 
was put cut of dcubt , ard- would have put 
the Idolatious Pricſts to Ceath : but the Ap& 
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{ files bigdied him, ſayirg that they were not 


come 


: » all 
Petrus de Natalibus , and by Pape q 


, and Uther gy. Þaſi 


The Holy Apoſtles S. Simon, and S. Iude. 


come into that kingdom to take away life 


IMF, from any one , but to giue life to many. He 
Oc r#:10- offered them many Iewels and gifts, but they 
ii would take nothing, He carricd them along 


Sa oat Sd Þ Ae ret... DaDR- ie 


with him tothe king of Babylon ; and related 
to him what had palled with them . he praiſed 
them bighly , as well for hauing the ſpirit of 
prophely , and knowing things to come, as 
tor perſoos that were humble, vertuous, meck, 
and ſuch as did not ſeek after gain. There were 
at this time with the King two Magicians, 
called Zarocs, and Arphaxad , who were fled 
Lither out of India , where Saint Matthew 
reached, and had diſcoucred their wickednes 
and deceits. Theſe ſring the Apoſtles began 
to perſecute them, 2nd that they might terrify 
the Pagans , and dothe Saints ſome miſchict, 
they cauſed by their enchantments many ſer- 
pents to come thither : but Saint S'mon and 
Iade commanded the ſame ſerpents to bite 
and wound the Magicians themſelues , but 
without killing them. The ſerpents obeyed 
the ſeruants ot our Lord ; and the Magicians 
were in great pain and gricf , and without 
authority and credit , and confounded went 
out of Babylon , and fled into other parts, 
publiſhing eyery where , that the Apoſtles 
yere enemies of the Gods , and took away 


their worſhip from them. By this meang-the 
Apoſtles were free , and by their preaching | 
and great miracles conuerted many : Abd the ' 


King himſelf and his family was baptized, and 
the faith of Chriſt was planted in that king- 
dom , to the great glory bf our Lord, and 
vaiverſal benefit of all that rectined 1t; There 
happened at that time 4 thing , which made 
the Apoſtles more admjrable and glorious. 
The daughter ofa great man in Babylon con=« 
ccived with child , and it was not kaown 
who was the author of the wicked. faft, Her 
parents at the time of her deliuery vrged her 
to tell who it was that bad diſgraced her, that 
he might be chaſtized : ſhe to tree herſelf out 
of danger, or to conccal the author (becauſe 
he was of 4 baſe and low condition ) or for 
that God ſo permitted it, the more to manifeſt 
lis glory , accuſed a Dcacon of the Apoſtles 
called Euphroſynus, caſting the blame of the 
ctime vpon him. They apprehended him ,and 
drought him before the king. The Apoſtles 
knowing that he was Innocent, demanded 
that the parties might be brought face to 
kce, and that they would bring the child 
alo newly born. They did fo. They com- 

d.the infant in the name of Chriſt 
t9 t tl; whether that Deacon had con- 
mitted "the crime, which its mother charged 
tim with : and whether he was its father ? The 
Infant anſwered, that he was not its father ; 
ad that the Deacon was vertuoas, and chaſt, 
and had never committed a cacnal fin. The 


aucrs party viged the Apoſilcs , that they | 


wovld ask the child, who was the malcfaor? 
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But they ſaid : it belongs to vs to free the "—<® 


innocent, and not to diſcouerthe guilty. And 


by this means the falſity was deteed and the © 


2 oe 
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Dcacon freed, and the holy Apolllesin &rea» * ** 


ter credit , an4 veneration. 

The Apoſtles aſter they had planted the 
faith ,departed from Babylon, and weut prea- 
ching throughout diuers parts of the king- 
dom. They came to a very prime city called 
Suamir, where were the M :gictans Zaroes 
and Arphaxad : who incited the Prieſts of the 
(dols againſt the holy Apoſtles, as deſtroyers 
of their temples : and fo preuailed by their 
words and deccits that they made them to be 
apprehended, They carried Simon tothe tems 
ple of the ſun, and Thaddzus to the temple 
ofthe moon,to the end that they ſhou!d adore 
them. The Apoſtlcs made their praier , and 
the Idols fell down ; and bic ke in pecces and 
out of them went ccui!s inthe ſhape of black- 
moors, horribly crying out and howling, The 
Prieſts were ſo enraged hereat , -that in 4 
ſtrang fury they fell violently vpon the. Apo- 
{tles , and tore them in peeces. At this time 
the heauen was very clear , and all on the 
ludden there aroſe a terrible tempeſt with ſuch 
thander and lightening , that it beat dowa 
the temples of the fals Gods, and killed many 
of the Pagans , and amongſt them the two 
Mapicians , leaving their bodies turned into 
aſhes, The king who was now a Chiiſtian, 
vnderſtanding of the death of the holy Apoe 
les, cauſed their holy bodies tobe brought 
to Babylon ,; and there built 3 ſumptuous 


] Church for them, where they remained, vatill 


that afterwards in proceſs of time they were 
tranſlated to Rome , & placed in the Church 
ot Saint Peter, Their Martyrdom was vpon 
the eight and twentith of Ofober , and vpon 
this day the Catholick Church celebrates 
their feaſt, The year in which they died is not 
known. Salnt lude wrote 4 canonical epiltle, 
and it is receiucd as ſuch by the wholeChkurch, 
and is put among(t the othcer holy Scriptures, 
in which he cites an Apocryphal book of 
Enoch: from whence is gathered the truth of 
that we ſaid aboue, that a book may be Apo» 
cryphal without being fals.Itis to be marked, 
that ſo:ne authors would contound, and make 
theſe two holy Apoſtles,Simonand lude to be 
but one, wheicas the truth is that they were 
two. diſtin , and differcnt,and not one and 
the faine Others alſo have been deceiued, bee 
lieuing that S. Sion the Apoltle , was the 
ſame that Simeon Biſhop of Hieruſalem, who 
bauing ſucceeded in that ſeat Saint Iames the 
leſs, and being 3 hundred and twenty years 
old, was crucified inthe time of Trajan : but 
he was no Apolike , but one of/the ſeuenty 
and two diſciples of our Lord. Others have 
bclicucd that Saint Judas Thaddzus the _ 
Cs 


o 


$17 The holy Apoſtles S. Simon, and S. Ide, 


Ale , was he that was ſent by Chriſt our Lord | Abdias, the firſt Biſhop of Babylon ,in which 
—23, king Abagarus : asSaint Hierom and Bede do | is treated of the ats, lives, and deaths ot the 
Oc o- think. But it is more probable that there were | Apoſtles, tranſlated into Latin by Iulivs Afi. " 
'zER, two Thaddzuſes, onethe Apoſtic;and ano- | canus: and in this book are written of Saine © 

2 ther, one of the ſeuenty and two diſciples : | Simon and Iude Apoſtles, the things which 

| and that this later was he that cured king A- | we have here recounted, and others, which of 

, bagarus, and conuerted the people of Edeſſa | purpole we omit. But Pope Paul the fourth 

to the faith : as ſay Euſebius, and Nicephorus, | of happy memory, forbad this book, and put 

and Dorotheus, Laſtly it is to be noted that | it into the catalogue of prohibited books, ag 

ſome ſew years fince were printed, and come | Sixtus Senenfis has obſerucd in his Holy Li. 

forth to light tea books , vnder the name of | brary : and ut has no authority, 


THE | 
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was he that was ſent by Chriſt our Lord | Abdias, the firſt Biſhop of Babylon ;in which 
"ics: dl doeragden : asSaint Hicrom and Bede do | is treated of the adts, lives, and deaths of the b 
O eT o- think. But it is more probable that there were | Apoſtles, tranſlated into Latin by Iulivs Afi. Ls 
'aER, two Thaddzuſes, onethe Apoſtle; and ano- | canus: and in this book are written of Saine 
* ther*, one of the ſeuenty and two diſciples : | Simon and Iude Apoſtles, the things which 
and that this later was he that cured king A- | we have here recounted, and others, which of 
bagarus, and conuerted the people of Edeſſa | purpole we omit. But Pope Paul the fourth 
to the-faith : as ſay Euſebius, and Nicephorus, | of bappy memory, forbad this book, and put 
and Dorotheus, Laſtly it is to be noted that | it into the catalogue of Prohibited books, as 
ſome ſew years fince were printed, and come | Sixtus Sencnfis has obſerucd in his Holy Li. 
forth to light ten books , vnder the name of } brary : and it has no authority, 
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Mongſt all the 
Feaſts which the 
holyChurch bas 1n- 
Kituted throughout 
the whole year, in 
honor of the bleſſed 
that are in heauen, 
l, the moſt ſolemn , 
MVL>== and of greateſt de- 
hotion , is that which is celebrated on the 
fiſt day of November , in commemoration 
3nd honor of all the Saints : for in this feaſt 
ſhecomprehends them all, without excluding 
kny; atid recommends herſelf vnto them, and 
inuocates , and calls to her fauor all that 
Vlefled company , and heauenly Court. Pope 
Boniface the tourth inſtitated this fraſt in 
Rome , in honor of the moſt glorious Virgin 
Mary our Lady , and of all the holy Martyrs, 

ecrating to our Lotd thit moſt famous 
and ſumptuous temple , which not Domitian 
theEmperor(as Ado faies)but Mark Agrippa, 
Icitizen of Rome, and A greatfauorite of the 
Emperor Otauian Avgultus , had dedicated 
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o\ THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS: 


| cellent architeure , that they were held tor 


the miracles of the world : notwithſtandiog 
alterwards they judged that it was better (Pa- 
gani/m being now fain and ſuppreſled ) that 
where before the deuil had been ferucd , the 
true God ſhould be (erucd , and that the fame 
profane and abominable tetgles ſhould be 
purified by the ceremonies which the Catho- 
lick Church vſcs, and ſanQificee, and adorned 
with the Relicks of Martyis, ſhould be con- 
ſecrated to our Lord. Asis to be ſeen in Saint 
Gregory the Great, who in a certain epiſtle 
writes to the King ot England, who i litle be- 
fore was conuerted to the faith, to cauſe the 
temples of the Idols to be thrown down. But 
afterwatds when Chriſtianity had taken ſome 
root iti that kingdom, that the weak might 
not be troubled , he commanded Mclitus Bis 
ſhop , that he ſhould notdeſtroy the temples of 
the Pagatis, but conuert them into Chriſtian 
Chutches. Boniface thefourth then who was 
Popcallitle after S.Gregory (tr Sabiaian and 
Bonitace the third , who immediatcly fuccee- 
ded him , did not live three years ) follow- 


tolupiter the Reuenger (as Pliny faies) atter 
the naval batle, in which O&avuian did ouer- 
come Mark Antony , and became abſolute 
Lord of the Roman Empire. Agrippa called 
this teraple Pantheon, that is to ſay the houte 
df all the Gods: becauſc in itall the tals Gods 
of antiquity were adored. And although that 
ater the Emperor Conſtantin was copuetted 
tour holy faith, and began to build Churches 
to leſus Chriſt our Sauiour , the Chriſtians 
threw down very magnificent and ſtately 
temples ofthe Pagans, that thoſe places might 
hot remain ſtanding , in which ſuch foul and 
and abominable ſacrifices had been offered to | 
the divel:& for this reaſon in Alexandria they 
ined the temple of Serapis ; in Gaza the 
temple of Marnas ; in Apamea the temple of 
ef Iupiter ; and in other parts many others, 


ing this Order , dedicated the Pantheon , 
| which Agrippa had built to all the Gods, in 
; honor of the moſt Sacred Virgin Mary our 
; Lady ,and ofall the holy Martyrs (who were 
| thoſethat at that time were celebrated in the 
| holy Church and called that Church $., Mary 
ad eMartyres , and at preſent it is cailed the 
round Church of our Lady : and commanded 
that the fea(t ſhould be celebrated in Rome, 
vpon the thirteenth of May , on which that 
Church was dedicated : and on this day the 
Roman Martyrologe puts it, Cardinal Baros» 
 nivs faies , that in an ancient manuſcript of 
that Church, is found, that they carried, and 
placed in that Church with great folemnity 
eight and twenty cart loads of the bones of 
holy Martyrs,taken out otdigers Cemeterys of 
that holy city. This is that which Pope Bo - 


which were fo magmficem , aud of luch ex- | 
T Ollie &» 


niface the fourth commanded, But afterw:rds 
LuEE Pope 
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To, 


The Feaſt of all Saints, 


Pope Gregory alſo the fourth, who diedin 
the year of our Lordeight hundred and forty 


Noven- fgur, orcained that the feaſt which was ket 
BER. in Rome, ypon the thirteenth of May , in 


honor of our Lady andall the Martyrs, ſhoukd 
be kept throughout all Chriſtendom vpon 
the firſt day cf November , in honor of them, 
and togcther of all the holy Confeſſors , 
and citizens of heaven; For this cauſe it is 
called the feaſts of all the Saints, and 1s kept 
throughcut all the Church , and particularly 
in the round Church of our Lady at Roe, 
with great joy and deuotion :-and this is the 
firſt cauſe of the-Inſtjrution of this feaſt, Bui 
there are others of no leſs conſideration : a+ 
mongſt which one is, the obligation that we 
hauc to glorify our Lord 1n his Saints, and to 
honor the Saints themſelues , who fo well 
knew how to honor him, and left vs ſuch rare 
examples of their ſanity that we ſhould 1mi- 
tate them , and now by their praicts aid , and 
aſliſt vs. But the Saints being, , as they are, in- 
numerable , and for that being ſo many they 
could not be all celebrated in paiticular, and 
cucry one by themſelues , it was very cor;uce 
nient, that a day ſhould be. inſtituted, on wh cþ 
we might at leaſt praiſe them ali togethcF, and 
ſhew the piety and deuotion we have towards 
them, without excluding ot any one. Another 


reaſon is that which is mentioned in the bock. 


called the Roman O1ider : Vt, quidquid bu: 
mana fragilitas per ignorantiam', aut neglt- 
gentiam ,in ſolemnitatibus, 7 ,Vigilijt Sanc- 
torum minus plene peregerit ,n bac obſerua- 
tione Sana (oluatur. To the end that what 
huwan frailty through ignorance :ox.negli- 
gence hasleſs fully performed in the feaſts and 
vigils of Saints , way be recompenſed by the 
deuout obſervation of this lacred ſolemnity. 
Another reaſon the holy Chutch giues vs 1n 
the praicr of the diuin office to be. ſaid vpon 
the day: Vt defideratam nobis tus propitia- 
tionis abuntantiam , muliiplicatis ivterceſ{ori- 
bus largiaris. To the end tnat that which for 
our great fins we baue not been able to ob 

tain of our Loid , through the interceſſion 
of cach one of the Saints, we way obtain it 
to day by the praiers of all that Court , and 
blefled company , who proſtrate before al. 
mighty God, repreſent vnto him our petitions 
and praicrs, and witha ſingular affcRion and 
charity beſecch him that he would hear vs, 
and grant vs that which through the media- 
tion of ſo many and fo great {cruants , and 
friends ot his, we make fupplication to him 
tor. But the chief reaion of. the inſtitytion 
of this feaſt , is , to aniwate vs to the 'imita» 
tion of all the Saints , by propoting.vnto vs 
their moſt perte& and divin lite , and the vn- 
ſpeakable glory which they obtained by it; 
and ( as Saint Bernard faics) that we may fol 


low thole in our conuerſation , whom we | 


— 


venerate hy this folewn feſtiuity : and ma 


by their patronage , with whoſe pai 

are delighted. And Saint Auguſtin qr , 
celebrate the joyfull fea#ts of the holy Ta 
vbo /olloy the ſteps , and examples of the ſame 
eAMattyrs, For the ſolemnities of the Martyrs 
are no other thing , but certain ſerumour eg. 
hortations to Martyriom , and that : sbould 
not te ſlow in imitating ,Ybat we delicht ig @. 
lebrate, Hitherto Saint Aupuitin.For this cauſe 
the holy Church reads vmto vs to day in the 
Maſs the Ghoſpel of the Beatitudes, in which 
is diſcovered vnto vs the way which all Saints 
went , and which we ought to go.The humi. 
lity apd pouerty of ſpirit,: the mceknes and 
tears: the hunger and thirſt aſter juſlice : the 
mercy, and the other vertues which they had 
and together the -reward , and.poſſeſion of 
the land of the living , atd the kingdom of 
heauen, which was giucn them forthe (ame, 
And becaule the examples of the Saints are 
to be read in the particular liucs ofeach one 
of them, and all ate reſumed ,and ſummed vp 
in theſe bcatitudes, which are the means to 


| obtain the glory and bleſſednes of heauen 


which they now poſſeſs ( which althouph in 
Giftcrent degrees, is one and the ſame otthem 
all) to the end that we may be the mote in- 
flamed to the love of verta , and to imitatethe 
life of the ſame Saints, I will treat of the im 
mens3zoy, and vaſpeakable glory which the; 
poſlels, teing that our holy mother the Churc 
celebrating their teaſt , repreſents it today 
voto Vs. | | 

But what tongue , although it were the 
tongue of the Saints themſclues, cancxplicate 
the glory which they poſle(s , or what vader- 
ſtanding can comprehend that good, which is 
the only good, and the fountainand cauſeof 
all other goods ? The Apoſtle Saint Paul ſaies, 
that the eye has not ſeen, nop the car heard, 
nor the heart of man comprehended , the 
goods which God has prepared for thoſe that 
loue him. The ey can not ſce them becauſe” 
they haue no colour , nor the ear hear them, 
becauſe tKey haue no ſound, nor the heart 
of man comprehend them, becauſe they are 
not human goods , but divin , and infinitely 
exceed its capacity, The Angelical Doftor 
Saint Thomas teaches, that three things,which 
are in themſclues finite , are in a certain 
manner of an'infinite greatnes ans dignity. 
The firſt is the huwanity of Ieſus Chrilt our 
Savionr , which for being vnited in one an 
che ſame perlon by the hypoſtatical veauon 
with the divinity , is of an infinite dignity,and 
it can not be ſaid that Chriſt isa pure crea 
ture, The ſecond thing is , the moſt facre 
Uirgin Mary our Lady : who although in Þet* 


telf ſhe be 4 pure creature, and finite , and li 
Mmiteds 


run with great ſteps to the happines of th l 
whom we eſtcem happy; and + be ew on 
T: 


The Feaſt. of all Saints. 


mited : yet for being the mother of God ,and 

1. having conceiucdin her womb , and brought 
Noor forch the eternal ward , who is infinite, and 
3 ;ncomprebenfible , ſhe bath in her a certain 
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of the ſun, repreſents vato vs i fimilitude of 

the ſame ſun : ſo the bleſſed, illyminated with =— 
the divin light, and veſted with the immens, 1+ 
clarity of God , paiticipate of his Deity, and Noven- 


iomens greatnes , and a preropatiue of an 
infinite excellency. The third 1s the glory and 
the bleſlednes of the Saints : which although 
t be in. iſclf finite and tax:d, for that the 
Gints and blefied themiclues are fo alſo,yet 
in 4 certain manner It is ſaid to be infinite, 
becauſe they ſee , and enjoy eternally that 
500d , which is infinite, and which the Saints 
themſelves can not entizely and pertely com» 
prehend. This happines 1s ſo great, that the 
man who poſleſles it, 1s in 4 certain aianner 
made God, not by nature, but by grace ,and 
articipation ; in ſuch forte that Saint Peter 
owe: efficiamini diving conſortes nature:that 
jo may bemade partakers of the diuin nature. 
For as goodnes makes the man that poileſles 
it good , and juſtice juſt, and wiledom wile, 
valor valiant , and beauty beautifull; and 
other qualitics qualify him, and make him to 
he called by their name: (o , as praucly faics 
the ſublime and Philoſophical Diuin, Severin 
Boctius, the propriety ot the D.vuinity is to 
make diuin , of the deity to make Gods : and 
thisis the reward, which God gives the Saints 
inheaucn he iakes them in accertain manner 
Gods » that the ſaying of the Royal Prophet 
may be accowpliſhed,, Ego dixt , dj eftts , (7 
'excelſt omies. For as very potent kings are 
krued by the Nobles of their kingdom, and 
oltentimes by thoſe who are of their race and 
blood; ſo God our Lord in that his Imperial 
Court , where all the Saints and Bleed lerue 
bin, tothe end that his Souctain Maicſty and 
geatnes might ſhew it ſelf the more he would 
that they ſhowld be all kings, and in 4 certain 
manner his Kindted : communicating tothem 
bygrace that which he has by nature, to euery 
bne according to his capacity : and giuing 
them a certain reſemblance of bimſelt; ot 
vhich the Apoſtle Saint Paul faies : we a 
bitb open face , kebulding theglory of our Lord, 
thul be transformed in to the ſame imaxe , 
and be clotbed vith his glory andclarity, deriued 
vato vs from the clarity , and glory Which be 
bs : and we {ball be like a jooking. glaſs, 
which receives and repreſents in it {elf the 
lnage of him that beholds it. And the beloued 
lcple of our Lord faies : When our Lord 
tba] 4Ppear , then We shall bs like wnto him. 
Il" ſuch forte, that as a drop of water, imin- 


ed with a great quantity of wine takes the | 


colour and taſt of wine t and asiron made red 
botin the ſmiths forge, remaining iron leaues 

ploprieties of iron , and takes thoſe of 
tc: and asthe air,vcited and penetrated with 
tic bearns of the ſun , puts on the ſuns light , 

ſhines with its clarity : and as a looking- 
Bals which re&ciucs dircAly into it the raics 


acc transformed into his image and likenes. 
This bleflednes ofthe Saints, according t5 
Diuios, is divided into two parts. Thefirit is, 
the eſſential glory, which 1s the more prin- 
cipal and ſubltantial part of their bleſlednes. 
The ſecond is acceilory ,, and accidental and 
leſs principal , as we ſhall explicate by and by. 
The eſſential glory is3 total conjunion and 
vnion of the ſoul with God, 4 volt pure,moſt 
amiable, and inexplicable vaion , repleniſhed 
with all goods, and remote from all evills, 
Thisconiun&ion & vnion with God ,corfilts 
in the clear vihon of the ſame God ; of which 
Saint Auguſtin ſaics , viſto ef rot4 merces : that 
all our reward, and all our happines is to ſee 
God. For although here vpon earth , 4 man 
by ſciog 4 king , is not made 4 King , not by 
ſcing beautifull things is aot made beautiful ; 
nor joylull by ſeing joytul things ( becauſe all 
theſe things are low,and limited; and without 
the man that ſees them ) but God is a good fo 
immens,ſo infinite and incomprehenſible,and 
ſo ful of infinite perfetions, that he rauiſhes 
and transformes into himſelf , him who ſees 
him in glory; and according to his capacity 
fills hip with bjaſelf, and withall the goods 
u bich he polleſles: and by this glorious viſion 
gives vato the ſoul of the bleiied an eternall 
poſſeſſion of himſelf , and 4 joy aboue all 
zoyes: Of this viſton the ploriogs father Saint 
Auguſtin faies theſe words, : There we hall 
ſee, We 1hall loue , and we thall praiſe : in thy 
light we sball ee thy light : and what & light 
sball ve ſee ? an immens , incorporeat, incorrup- 
tible , incompreben/ible light , which neuer hall 
be extinguiched ; an inacceſſible, increated true, 
divin light , which iluminates the eyer of the 
Angels and rejoices and conſernes in their vigor 
all the Saints , and is the light of all lights; and 
fountam of life, Which thou art my God. For 
thou art that light , in Whoſe light ve ſee 
light , thee in thyſelf , and in the ſplendor of thy 
countenance We thall ſee thee face to face. To jeg 
the face of the lining God , this is the bigbeſs 
good,the joy of the «Angels, and of all the Saints, 
the reward of eternal life , the glory of the bleſſed 
ſpirits , an eternal jubilee, 4 crovvn of beauty , 
the robe of felicity , an abundant reft , tbe beauty 
of peace , interior and exterior Joy » the paradiſe 
of God , the celeſtial Hieiuſalem , the teatifical 
hife, the a complishment of all bappines ,the ioy 
| of eternity, and the peace of God , which furpaſſe 
all ſenſe. Thus Saint Auguſtiv, What sball if 
be to lee that eſſence ſo admirable, ſo ſimple, 
and {o communicable , and to ſce therein at 
one view the myſtery of the moſt Bleſſed Tis 
nity ? To ſce the Father in the ſon, and the 
(011 ig the Father ,and the Holy Ghoſt 


Father, 


in the 
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Father ' and in the ſon? To ſee without ſha- 
dows, or figures , how the ſon is eternaily be« 
potten by the Fathet : how the Holy Ghoſt 
proceedes fromthe Father and the ſon as from 
one principle : how none of the three perſons 
is great*r, nor leſs noble then another : how 
the Father was not before the ſon, nor he 
that was begotten, after him that begot him: 
but all the three perſons are in all things 


equal , coeternal , and of infinite excellency, - 


and dignity. Thete they ſee that indifſoluble 
knot , by which tle divin nature is tycd to 
the human , in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt arid 
he that is infinite is in ſuch forte vnited vnto 
that which is finite , and God to man , that it 
way be ſaid with truth , ſpeaking of Chriſt, 
God is man , and man is God. In this viſion 
of the moſt Holy Trinity , and ofthe myſtery 


of the Jncatnation of the eternal word , does | 


beatitude principally confiſt, But the Saints 
do not only ſee God in God, but alfo they ſrt 
themſclues in God , and all thingsels in God, 
For as Saint Fulgentius ſaics ; as ke that 
holds 4 looking-glaſs before him , ſees the 
looking-glaſs,and fecs himfelt in the lookiog- 
plaſs, and ſees allother thogs which arc bce 
tore the looking-glaſs : ſo the Saints having 
before them that mirrour without ſpot of the 
Majeſty of God ,they ſee God, they ſee then» 
ſelues in God, and whatſoeuct is without 
God, according tothe greater,or lefler know- 
ledge which they hauc of God. For as here alt 
the creatures are as it were A mirrour ( als 
though a dimra afd imperfe one ) which rc- 

reſent God vnto vs : ſo there God himſelt is 

twolt bright, cleer, and mbſt perfe&t mirtour, 
Which with'one moſt ſimple view repreſents 
to the bleſſed all the excellencys, and propric- 
tics of the creatures, much more perſeAtly then 
they are in themſc}ues. And the fecret , and 
hidden myſteries of God, which the moſt tx- 
cellentand ſublime wits, breaking their heads, 
can not with all their flady and diligence 


dive into , peberrate , and by athouſand parts | 
find out, there they clecrely ſee thera in their 


fountain , and obtain the accowpliſtment of 
their defize. There they ſee how the carth, 
Water, aire , and firc ,all the elements were 
created ont ofnothing; and the heaucn ador- 
ncd with fo many , and ſuch bright-ſhining 
lights , and ſtars, and every thing pur in its 
Proper place with admirable Order and bar- 
mony. There they ſee the moſt wiſe, and 
wonderfull diſtinaion, beauty and diff ofition 


of the Ninc Quires of Angels , divided into | 


three Hierarchies. There they fee how all gra- 
ccs natural , and ſupernatural, are in fuch 
ſorte derived trom that perpetually lowing 
fountain? and deſcend ynto the creatures , as 
that they arc neuer ſeparated from their toun- 
tain (as 4 river from its head) butalwaics arc 


eatirely in it ,as alight which communicates | 


itſelf , and impatts it ſelf to many lights 
without any its own detritnent 'and divin he 
tion, They fee how all the gifts of God by Nor 
alwaicsnew : becauſein him there is no dif b 
rence of rime , neither paſt, nor tocome bas 
one cternity, and 4 moſtprelenttime without 
time; They ſce how God being 4 moſt ſimple 
ynchangeable ; and indiviſfible pood , —= 
partake more of him ,and others leſs; like the 
ſun, which communicates its heat , and lipht 
according to the diſpoſition which it findes 
Then what ſhall ] ſay of the ſecret iudgementy 

of God , and of the wonderfull effeas of his 
divin prouidence,whichare an abyſs without 
bottom, and can not be reach'd and ſounded 
by the vnderſtanding of man ? Why in this 
lite one is rich , another poor ; bne well ano; 
ther fick ; one ſtrong , another weak ; ons 
beautiful , and another. vply * onr of 3 
ſharp , and another of 4 dull wit : ard G4 
which is more, why one oreatuire dies before 
baptiſm,and deſcends to Lymbus, and ahothict 

by receiving Baptiſm flyes vp to heaven?Why 

to one of the theeues that yyete Trucified with 
Chriſt , be gave ſvch extravidifidty ghace, 


| that be ſhould know him , ahd coille(s kin) th 


be God, and permitted the other to dy In his 
fin? Why he permirted Tudis to fall ifits fþ 
deteſtable, and borrid a wickednes,and pre- 
{etued the reſt ofthe Apoſiles frow falling into 
the ſame ? why (as Saint Avugeſtin writes) the 
good man is poor , and the bad is tick: ihr 
bad is joyful and content , the good is fad, 
gricued , and 2Mifed ? why the innocent, 
and he that is without fault is condemned in 
iudgement, and the peryers accuſer triumphs, | 
| and vaunts himſelf to hane taken vengeance | 
of one who did not deſerve it ; why the finger | 
has peric& health , and the juſt man is conſu- 
med with difeaſes? Why thoſe that gave hopes 
of being profitable by their lives, ate fnat- | 
ched away by death belore their time {and | 
others whom one would think, ought not to | 
hauc been born , live wany years? Why he | 
| that is the reproach and ſcandal of the com- 
monwcalth is ſeatced inthe throne,and raiſed 
to honor and dignity : and he whois iuft, and 
peaceable , and profitable , is thiuſt vpina } 
corner , and buricd in perpetualobliuion?Fi- | 
| pally there they ſee, that all the worksof God | 
are mixed with iuſtice ,apd mercy ,and that * 
our Lord d1awcs his own glory out ofall | 
things : and that if he permit ſome things, | 
which to our weakcyesleem abſurd, andout | 
of the way, yet they ate not ſo, but are vey | 
proper, and conuenicnt for our greater good, 
and tor the glory , and exaltation ofhim who 
with ſo great providence , and defire of our 
profit gerwits them : and would not permit 
them, nor tbe evils which we ſee, if they were 
nct inſtruments of greater goods, and watter | 


ol amplifying tke glory ot God , whoby Ms | 
great | 
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reat wiſcdom, and immens gooJnes , out of 
eſe coils drawes greater goods, Out of the'- 


$22 
nancy, as if it were not corportal, but ſpirl- 
tual, Jn ſuch forte , that as whilſt we liuc here 


envy of the [ons of Iacob , with which they 
(old their brother loſtph to the limaelites, he 
drew the health and relief of the: ſame brethe- 
en who had ſold him. Out of the moſt cruel 
40d ignowinious death of Iefus Chriſt our 
cuiour , the redemption of the world. Out 
I the fin of S. Peter , bamility in himſelf, and 
I nercy and compaſſion towards others, Out of 

te incredulity of Saint Thomas, a firme teſ- 
I imony of our Faith, Out of the cruelty of the 
I 7yrants that perſecuted the Church, the glory 
nd conſtancy of ifinumerable Martyrs ; the 
confirmation of the Ghoſpel,and the example 
of all the faithfull. There is no Arithmetician 
© xkilfull and experienced, that can count, 
or fume vp , the things which the Saints ſee 
n the diuin cſlcnce : nor Orator, how elo- 
quent ſocuer he is, that can explicate them 
act ynderſtanding of man that can imagin 
them : all which the Saints comprehend % 


one woſt ſupple view. From whence pro. 
cedes a love ſo burning, ſo inflamed, & (o fers 


worous, that the bleſſed ſoul becuines to be all 
JI « fcc , by participation ot the diuin fire of 
J ar Lord z of which it is ſa1d: that it is 3 fire 
J tat conſumes , and converts all things into 
ielf , and alwaics burnes , and neuer goes 


wt, From this loue rcſults an vnſpeakable 


ojin the ſame ſoul , by the vaion of the va- 
&ritanding with that Ocean of immens wiſe- 


6m, and of the affe&ion and will with that 
bucraia good : to which it is (otyed, bound, | 


ad glucd , that it can not let it go. This is 


Sit 15 (tor that iS1mpoſſible) but as 4 rude 


te etſencial glory of the Saints, declared not | 


J (wwght , and 4 thing ill painted : after the | 


body , and is fo ſtrailty ynited to it ) it ſeemes 


lame body inclines itſelf, and is drawn down 
wards: fo in heaven the fleſb clothed with 
the glory of the ſpirit , raiſes'it (elf , arid af 


conuerted intoa ſpirit, And for this God Biues 
the body four wonderfull gifts ; which are 
(according to the doQrin of Saint Paul, and 
of Divines) agility, ſubtility , impaCſibility,and 
clatity. The agilility ſhall be fo great , and ſo 
admirable , that in the twinckliag of an cy 
the body of the blefled ſhall be whereſocticr 
the ſoul pli,ales. There is nv hors {o flight that 
{o runnes ,norcagle that ſo flyes, nor arrow 
that goes Avith ſuch ſwiſtnes , nor etien the 
ſun 1t ſelf {that in ſo few houres makes its 
| cours, and gocs round tt.c world ) that may 
| be comparey with the quicknes with which a 
Sloritied body is ohnectdenes it pleaſes. The 
lubtil:ty ſhall be ſuch , that there is no air ſo 
. delicate, nor ray of light ſo ſubtil , nor voice 
of man ,nor any caithly thing (o penetrating, 
that the ſubtility of 4 glocious body docs not 
far exceed it. But whar ſhall ] ſay of the im» 
paſſibility ? which is ſo great , that as 4 beam 
of the ſuu can not be cut with a ſword, nor- 
| be drowned in the water; nor be buratin the 
| fire,nor be ſullied or defiled with any vnclean 
thing ; ſo a glorious body cart n2t ſuffer,nor 
recciue any hurt ,or dammage. What cf the 


| clarity ? which ſurpaſſ*s that of the ſtars, of the 
moon, and of the ſan it ſelf : and all the moſt 
| ſplendid and ſhining things here below , rare 
obſcutity compared with it. And thisis what 


] 

| 

; JF ranger that our weaknes in the ob{curity | belongs to the glory of the bodies of the bleſ= 

; Y tbe night of this life, and of the darknes | ſed, But to declare the excellency , greatnes , 

; Yourigaorance, isable to dilcern and expli- | richnes, and beauty of that Royal palace,an@ 

. Yatit, perpetual habitation of the Saints, it were 

1 Y The good of the Saints is not wholly con- | neceſfary, that one of them ſhould come down 

> Jined 19 this ſupreme good, nor their glory, | from heauen , and as an eyc-witnes , ſhould 

e JI the glory which they hauz by the viſion, | deſcribe it vnto vs . and ſet it before our eyes. 

. Yyſeſſon , and enjoyment of the ſoucrain | Foy the feat of this city , is aboue all the hea- 

1 Y 9% : but from this ſupreme gong as trom | yens ;the largenes and greatnes of it exceeds 

4 Fic fountain , do flow four other goods, | all meaſure, For if there be ſome ſtars, which 

a YI vich do pertain to their accidental, ſecon« | according to Aſtrologers arefixty , or cighty 

j JF ay, and lefs principal happines : which are | times bigger then the whole earth; how great 

4 J glory of their bodies , the beauty, and ex- | muſt that keauen be which ſurrounds all the 

t FF {lency of the place where they are the com- | ſtars andall the beauens? Thete is no greats 

ll IF Fay ot ſo many heauenly courtiers , and the | nes in the world , which may be Compared 

s, J france that that glory ſhall be eternal, and | with this And for this cauſe the Prophet Bas 

Xt JF all laſt as long as God hall be God. For firſt | ruch , admiring at this greatnes, aſtoniſhed, 

y Yall from that moſt plentifull and moſt abun« | and as it were out of himſelf exclamed , and 

}, Y atglory of the ſoul,there docs redound vato | faid : 6 Jfracl how great is the houle of God, 

o Fiiebody of the blefled, all the glory, ſplendor, | and bow immens the place of his feat ,and 

x Fd beauty which ir is Capable of : and by a | throne? It is great , and has no bounds; it is 
it © gular ſubze&ion, fraternity ,and obedience } high, and immens. Then if you aske ater the 
je FJ ihe fame 1oul , the body lo tollowes it in | workmanſt ip of this edifice there is no tongue 
et Yilthiggs without contradiftion , or repog- | that can explicate it: for it that which appeae 
is Tom, 2, | Aaaaa reth 


pon carth { bitauſe out ſoul informes the 


thatit is of fleſh, and with the weight of the - 


ceads on high, 4nd in A certaiti canner js- 
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reth without to mortal eyes, be ſo beautitul], 


OO. what ſhall that be which is reſerued for the 


Mama 


BER» 


entertainment of immortal eyes ? And if here 
ju this viſible world we arc ſodelighted with 
the beauty of the carth, the plainnes of the 
fields, the height of the mountains, the green» 
nes of the valleys,the freſhnes of the fountains, 
the graccfulnes of the rivers diſperſed like ſo 
many veyns through the whole body of the 


caith*and aboue all the _ of the ſea, 


peopled with ſuch 4 diverſity of wonderiul. 
creatures ; What will there be in that Royal 
bouſe ,and in that ſacred palace which God 
built for the ſolace and glory of his ele ? 
Of this fplendid , admirable and divin placc, 
S. Peter Damian faies certain words, gathered 
out of divers places of Saint Augultn , which 
I will here 1nſert. Who (fſaies be) can cxplicate 
the joy of that ſoucrain place , where the 
buildiogsare all of pretious and liuing ſtones, 
and the roofes are couered with molt pure 
gold , and the roomes reſplend-nt with a 
wonderfulf clatity , and all the work is of 
ſtones of an ineſtimable value: and the ſtreets 
of this city , are paucd with gold , more purc 
then chiyſtal , without duſt, or dist, or any 
ynclean thing? where the ſharpenes ol winter, 
and the heat of ſummer baue no place ; but the 
flowers and roſes which neucr wither make 
a perpetual ſpring, There the white lilies floys 
riſh, and 4 thouſand fountains ol baulm break 
forth : the medows are alwaics green, and rhe 
fields beavtifull , and riucrs ot honey flow 
in great abundance : and moſt ſweet and aro- 
matick oyntments, caſt forth from them an 
odoriferous and divin- fragrancy, There moſt 
faic fruits do cucr hang vpon the flouriſhing 
trees, In that city there is no varicty in the 
clarity of the moon , and of the ſun;and of 
the ſtars, For it is the lamb that cnlightens it 
without ever hiding himſclf;and for this cauſe 
there is no night, nor ſucceſſion oftime, but 
3 conſtant and perpetual day , and cuery one 
of the Saints ſhines like 2 fun. Hitherto arc 


- the words of Peter Damian, which arc to be 


vndcrſtood ,not asthey ſound materially,but 
after a more high manner, winding out, and 
gathering by the things which we know, and 
in which we ate here delighted, the exccllency 
of the thingsthatare there, 

Then what (ball I fay of the citizens of 
this city,of their number , of theic nobilicy,ot 
tEcic diſpohtion , of the charity and concord 


| 


which they haue amongſt themſelucs ? Their | 


number 1s without number,8& lo great, that S. 
loha in the Apocalyps faies, that heſaw in ſpi- 
rit aQ innumerable company of Bleſied, whom 
no body was able to count, wiich had becn 
gathered out of all nations ,and peoples, and 
tongues, and were before the throne of God, 
an of his lamb,clothed in white robes, and 
with tr1uwphant palms in their hands froging 


to God bymns ofpraiſe. Withthis agrees tha 


cou! 


which the Prophet Daniel ſignifies of y wi 
ſacred number, faying,Chaptes 7 Thouſand, No gem! 
of thouſanis ſerued the Lord of Maieſty and ten »1Þ ty {0 


thouſand bundred thouſand :/Jifted | 
And although they arc ſo _ ; = = ; 
confuſion amongſt them:but bow much thei 
number is the greater, ſo. much the preater . 
their order and harmony, For every one in 1 
wonderful concord is in his place and lor 
according to his deſeits. Then what all 
ſay of the nobility of the citizens of heaven 
being (as they are) all kings, and children 
of God ? what of their moſt ſweet dilpoſie 
tion ,of their vnion., and concord amon | 
themſclues? They arc all one foul and one 
heart, andthey live in ſo great peace » thatthe 
very City 1s called Hiervulalem , that js to lay 
viſion of peace. There the veitue of charity 
( to which it appertains to make all thinss 
common ) is in all its perfeQtion , and all the 
Saints arc more vnited amongſt thewſelucs 
then are the members of one and the ſane 
body. For all partake of one and the (awe 
ſpizit , which giues them one and the ſane 
being , and one and the ſame bleſled lite, This 
being ſo,what joy ſhull each one ofthe bleſſed 
there have for the glory of all the reſt, ſcing 
that he loues cuery one of them as himſeli? 
For , as Saint Gregory ſaics , that celeſtial in» 
heritance is one for them all, andall ſor eyery 
one of them, For cuery one of them receiues 
as great joy for the joyes of themall, asifhim- 
ſelt poſſcfied them : and ( as Saint Avguſtin 
ſaics) if the heart of man can hardly contain 
the z5y which he has from his own good alone, 
how will it contain the immenſity of ſo many 
& logreatjoyes, which he ſhall haue from the 
in a wanncr infinite number ofthe bleſſed ? 
For it is certain , that how much a wan loues 
another, ſo much he rejoyecs in his good, If 
we knew thatl great Saint were come down 
from heauen , as S. Peter, or Saint Paul, Saint 
loho Baptiſt, or Saint John Evangeliſt, orany 
other of thoſe great Princes of the celeſtial 
Court , and that he were amongſt vs, andthat 
we might for ſome time ſpeak, and treat fa- 
miliarly withhim , who would not diſengage 
himſclf from all other buſineſſes to ſee hin, 
to hear him ; and to communicate his affairs 
with him? And if the perſon that had deſcen- 
ded, were the Queen of all the Angels,andot 
all the Saints, our Lady the Virgin Mary, with 
how much greater deuotion and diligence 
would we make baſt , to enjoy her glorious 
light, and although it were but for ſhort 
time,to recreate our ſelues with her preſence? 
what joy then , what content , what jubilee 
muſt a ſoul needs have , which can treat, not 
with one of the bleſſed, but with ll the Sa1ots 
that are in heauen , not for an hour, of 107 
4 ſhot ſpace ot time , but tor all eternity,and 
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The Feaſt of All-Sainits: 


oquers with them, as with companions , 
4 yith bretheren, as with friends , as with 
gembers of the ſame body vnited together 


þy ſo ſtrict 2 bond of charity ? What ſhall it 
1 toenjoy the higheſt ſpirits , and thoſe that 


peach neereſt to God,the Seraphims, & the 
caity of their contemplation, and the molt 
{gent ardor of their louc ? what to enjoy the 


| chcrubins, where are encloſed the treaſures 
I {the wiſedom of God ? The thrones and 


Jominations , and all the other Quires of 
logels? The holy Patriachs ? The Prophets? 


J thc College of the twelue Apoſtles , whoare 


te twelue foundations, and the twelue gates 


I «that holy city ? The glorious army of the 
F Vkrtyrs, clothed in white robes , with palms 
I their bands, and with the cafigns of their 
I iitories and triumphs ? That ſchool of moſt 


zile Doors, molt perfe& Prelates , humble 


ad penitent Confeſſors ? And that Quire 


gorc white then ſnow of moſt pure Virgins, 


F udthe bleſſed company of Widows, marricd 


ud continent ? And finally to enjoy all that 


I umcrable multitude of all the ele& of God, 


J tat have been fromthe beginning to the end 
I «the world , in any eſtate, age, or condition 


A vhatſoeucr ? what (hall it be to ſee in her 


J throne the moſt glorious Queen of Angels, 


J whoalone makes 4 Quire by herſelf, for that 


J tc has not her <qual, nor her like ? What 


J lee the moſt holy humanity of Ieſus Chriſt, 
I vto prelides over all , as king and head,and 
A niiverſal Prince ofall the Saints, and is ſeated 
Y iibe right hand of the Myjeſty of Gadin the 


lizh places ? What ſhall it be beſides all this 


Fc the Fealts and triumphs, which eucry 


IG ac celebrated for new brethren, that ha- 
J ig now overcome the world,and ended the 
F urs of their peregrination , make their en- 
France to be crowned withthem ?& what joy 
Jil it be to fee thole ſeats filled ,and that city 


lt , and the walls of that noble Hieruſalem 


Fryaiced ? © how will that court of heauen 
Jiceive them with open armes , ſcing them 


ey = 


Joac loaded withthe ſpojls of the vanquiſhe 


aemy ! & how ſweetly will the fruit ot ver- 


YJiuthea ſavor , although the time was, when 
Jie roots ſeemed birter ! A ſhadow is ſweet 
Filer the heats of mid-day : 4 fountain is ſweet 
J the wearied traveller; flcep and repoſe is 
A reet to one that has laboured much, But 
AY ch ſweeter to the Saints is peace after war, 


kucity after danger , and 2 laſting reſt after 


I *toyl of the laborsof this life ,as well ſaics 
JiuhcrLewis of Gratiada, 


But what is all this that we fay, or all that 


J"* can ſay with ovr ſtammering tongue of 


kh, of the glory vi the Saints, and of that 


lgieſt good ,, which only they know who 


olſels it , which is rather to be conſidered, 


J4contemplated by attentive and continual 


J=Ultation , thea to be wrixten? For nothing | 


more inflames noþle..and generous ſouls to: 


To, find out ſomthing of this happines we 
ray take three waics, The firſt, by conſidering, 
the greatnes, power, excellency , and infinite 
riches of this ſouterain king : and that that is 
his court and Royal palace , made on purpoſe. 
to manifeſt his glory in it, and to. hogs all 
hizele& , and to reward the ſervices which he 
has receiued from thetw. For if according to 
the meaſure of the greatnes and maicſty of 
kings,oug bt to be the ſplendor of their glory; 
and their court ;God being omnipotent,and 
he who by one word only created this ſo ad- 
wirable machin ofthe world, and by another 
word alone can deſtroy it , how great think 
we will the feaſt and banquet be , which he 
has prepared to manifeſt his glory?. What (hall 
be the work, in which concurt the omnipos 
tcncy of the father , the wiſedom of the ſor, 
and the goodnes of the Holy Ghoſt ? Where 
goodnes wills , witedom ordains, and omni» 
potency can do whatſoever infinitegoodnes 
wills, and irffinite wifedom ordains, although 
all this be once in all the divin perſons ? It the 
houſe and court ofkipg Salomon did fo ra+ 
uiſh with admiration the heart of the Queen 
of Saba , that ſhe became cuen out ot hericlf ; 
what ſhall be the palace and court of the ttwe 
and peaceable Salomon , on whoſe thighis 
written , King of Kings , and Lord of Lords? 


lemn banquet in the city of Suſa,, with ſuch 
magnificeace , to manifeſt by this: means to 
all his kingdoms his riches , treaſutes, and 
power, how much more magnificent ſhall that 
Royal and divin banquet be , which our God 
makes not for the ſpace of 4 hundred and 
fourſcore daies , as Aſſverus , butforall eter» 
nity , to manifeſt in it the immenhity of his 
riches, of his wiſcdom , of hisliberality, and 
of his bounty, and together togloriſy in hea® 


cuen herc in this life, , whichis notthe proper 

lace of reward, but of labour, God ſo honors 
his Saints , what ſball be the glory which he 
has deputed on purpoſe to honor them withs 
and to be honored in them, and to recoms 
pence the ſeruices which they have don him ? 
For God in all things muſt be God : God in 
honoring his Saints,and God in paying them, 
and God in all things cls ; and fo the pay 
which he giucs them, is himſclf : for there is 
nothing els that is worthy of the Jabours, and 
pains, which by his grzce the Saints take to 
ſerve him. And if the magnificence of this 
Lord be ſo bountiful , that he bas giuen fuck 
z variety of things indiffercatly to the juſt , 


| 


and yojuſt wha goods has he reſerucd for = 
» 


And if king Aſſuerus celebratcd that moſt fo» * 


ven thoſe who honored him on earth. For if. 


contemn earth, and to eſteem and delire haas, === 


ucn, then the confidetation of that wbich is T- _ 
in heaven, and which God has prepared for Noveu- 
thoſe that truly loue bim, | , BER, 
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TE J6R alone *Hewho ſograciouſly gives to all 
" 23, the commonpoſſcſſion of this world without 
Noyty- any obligation , what treaſures will ke giuc 
' BER, to thoſe wh6.have obliged him? He whoisſo 


liberal in doing'fauors,how wuch more boun- 
fifull will be be in recompenſing of good ſer- 
vices ? And ifin this priſon Le provides for 
all in ſuch abundance , what will he do 
for his cle& in his Royal Palace ? And if in this 
day of tears he ſo comforts vs , what will he 
dp in that joyfull bridall day ? Eſpecially con- 
fdering that which this glory coſts man, and 
much more'that which it has coſt God. As for 
man it coſtshim all that be has , it coſts him 
the contmual bearing of his croſs, the deny- 
ivg ofhis own will, the mortiſy1ng of his cate 
pal appetites , the divorcing of himſe}f tiom 


all guſts and delights contrary tothe law of 


God, and the offering of himſclt vp to him 
as 4 holocauſt in ſacrifice. And when man on 
his part has don all that he can , God faies 
that he*þiues him glory for nothing ; and fo 
he faies by $.'Tohn : F am the Leginning and 
the end of all things , 1 vill gine to bimthat 
thirſts, Water of life to drink, for nothing. What 
then ſbalt*that good be; for which God de- 
mands ſo much of vs, andafter it is all giuen 
him , be ſaiesthat he gives vs it for nothing ? 
What good ſhall that be which $. [ohn Bapult 
bought bythe fo long and ſharp pennance of 
his whole life, and by his death , giving his 
hgd torpreaching the truth? The good which 
Saint Peter bought with his croſs , Saint Paul 
with-his blood; and innumerable Martyrs 
with exquiſite ; and moſt cruel kinds of tor. 
ments, arid deaths? (ot whom tome were io» 
ned, others ſawed, ſome roaſted, others fleacd, 
& allmbſtcruelly butchered and made an cad 
of )it after having ſuffered that which they did 
luffcr this good is given them for nothing?For 
zxegarding the worth of our works for them- 
ſlucs, andinot for the value which they hauc 
dignified by grace,they can not reach to metit 
it : and becauſc it is ſo great , and fo immens, 
how muth ſcever is given for it on our part, 
he that buyes it , ſeemes to have it for no- 
thing. But the $reatnes of the glory of the 
Saints is yet-much more madeto appear,by the 
price which God was pleaſed to giuc forit : 
which 1sthe blood and death of his bleſſed fon. 
In ſuch forte that for the death of God, to man 
1s giucn the life of God 3; ſor the ſorrows of 
God, the joy of God ; and for Gods having 
Earged vzked , betwixt two theeues vpon i 
crols , wan fits clothed with glory amidſt the 
Quires of Angels, What good then ſhall that 


be which was bought with ſoprecious and. 


ineftimable a price ? and wy bat ſfall be that 
glory which was bought by the ignominy of 
the' croſs of the only begotten ſon of God ? 
There is nething thatlo declares the gieatnes 
of that ſupieme and infinite good , as the in - 


| finite price that was 


— 


our works ( which of themlelues are of no. 1 
value) pain it , and merit eternal life, Ang Now 


the preatnes and immenſity of the happiges of 
the Saints, 

Another way is by the cuils which we (ye. 
fer in this life ; the wbich , and all othex ruils 
imaginableare baniſhed fromthat blefled ang 
gloriouseternity. The milerics and calawities 
of this frail and mortal life are io great znd 
'o innumerable , that euen they preach veto 
vs the felicity and glory of the other wIuch 
we cxpca. The Poverty, the ficknes, the 
ſadnes, the infamy , the death, the pain, the 
vexations , the injuries , the dangers, the di. 
ſaſters: and finally the delupe ot the wisfor. 
tunes and miſcries which enuiron vs on all 
des , are fo many wakets, and voicesot hea 
ven 3 Which advertiſe vs, that this is not oye 
countrey , but our place of baniſhment ; 4 
Valley of tears, and an obſcurc and paintyll 
priſon in which we liue ; os toſay better, in 
which we cuecry day dy , vntill we come to 
that true life , which 1s a Þuing lute, For *f 
this preſent life the glorious Father S.Augnflin 
ſaies theſe words : Lord, this lifess wery ink} m 
wnto me,and thislong and ſorro/ull peregring- 
tion grieues me auch, But why do 1 call it life, 
and not death , ſeing that it is 4 ſals life, anda 
true death ? This life is a miſerable life, frail 
life, an uncertain, paintull im ure life, miſtreſs 
of finners , and Buren of the proud,full ofvexa- 
tions and deceits , and Yhich may rather be called 
death then life , (eing that Ye dy enery moment, 
and by the diners decays of this our muialility, 
Ye are conſumed enery hour by divers kinds of 
death. How con Ye call the life Which ve live 
life, ſeing that humors change it , aches Weaken 
it , heats Yither it , the air inſefs it , eating 
corrufts it faſting Yeartes it pleaſures menthroy 
it, griefs conſumeit , care choaks it, ſecunii) lee 
faroges it , niches raiſe it wp , powerty throves if 
dow1, youth makes it vain, and old age offutis 
it , ſicknes breakes it , grief depreſies it ,and 4 
funtous death ſucceers all theſe enils , # the 
term and end of all the joys of this frail and miſe 
ſerable life : in ſuch forte t6 at when it 15 ended is 
ſeemes nener to haue been? Such a life a this 
may Well be called 2 lining death, or 4 110g lifes 
And inanother place oppoſing this miſerable 
life to that other which we hope for, he faics. 


' © life Which our Lord bas prepared for tho(etha 


l.ue bim.lining life, bleſied life, ſecure life q#4# 
life, beauti full lije, pare life, chaſt life, boly lfe, 
life Which knuwes not What death or JonoV 
means, life Sith ut [pot Nithout ſorrow Nithou? 
variety and charges , a life (nll of ernamenti 
dignity , Shere there is netther enemy that pre 
Ity of res , (ut 
ſecutes , nor J1ailty of flezh that aliuies, 


| ferfet? lene Yirbeut any fear , and an eterns 


any , 6nd vie ffs of alt, Nheaze God = 
ai 


given for it: by which—— 


! thisis the firſt way of taking an eſtin;te of 


L 
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face to face , and With this moſt ſweet food of 

life the ſoul is ſatiated Withoat loathing, Hi- 

therto are the words of Saint Auguſtin. In 

& ſuch ſorte that all the evils and troubles of this 
life , ought to be motives and incitemments 
ynto vs to defire the other, and to aſpire after 
it, as3 ſecure haven , whither the alterations, 
and tewpeſts of this turbulent ſea can not 
come , nor the miferies which here ſo diſquict 
and weary Vs. And the fame evils when we 
(fer them , ought to comfort vs with hopes, 
that they wall ſhortly, have an end, and that 
ſuffered with patience , they will bring vs to 
a place of repoſe ' and of joy where there 
is 00 trace , Not memory of thera , nor of any 
other eu1ls. 

And not only the evils which we ſuffer but 
alſothe goods which we enjoy in this hfe,may 
de incitements vnto vs tolitt vp our hearts to 
our countrey ,and to make 4copjeRure of the 
plory and felicity of the Saints, And this is 
the thig means which we may vie , to con- 
fider it and to vnderſtand ſomething ofit.For 
3s $. Denys Areopagite , and Diuines tcach, 
there are two waies of knowing God, one 
;firmative which affirmes , and confeſſes that 
all the perfeRions of all the creatures are vni- 
ted and aſſembled with infinite eminency and 
advantage in the creator : and: another ne- 

ative , which denies all theſe perfeions 
of God , after the wanner- that we conceiue 
them , and attribute 1hew vnto him but be- 
ſong vato him after anether moſt ſublime 
manner, and much diflcrent from that which 
all creatcd vnderſtandings can comprebend : 
ſo concerning the glory of the blefſed, on the 
one fide we are to ſeparate from it , atid to 
deny it all euil , andto confeſs that there nei- 
her is nor can be any cull in it : and on the 
her ſide to attribute vnto1t all the good that 
can be imagined , or defired. And fo when 4 
man is content , and 1eg"yces in having lite, 
health, ſtrength, beauty, nobility , riches, off 
cs, eſtates, dignitys : when he is delighted 
in ſcing pleaſant and gratefu!l objeAs, in hea- 
ting harmonious muhick , & cxcellent voices, 
In imelling ſweet and odonfcrous things , 
n taſting delicious and ſauosy things, in. tou: 
Ching things that ate ſoft and delicate , and 
auch more when his vnderſtanding is rectea- 
(el by the ſpeculation and knowledge of lowe 
Welty, and his will by the loue and accom- 
piſhment of its defire in obtaining ſome great 
00d; then 4 man may conieQure by his pxe+ 

nt contentment , that which be ſhall baye in 
eaten , where all contentments are joyned 
indheaped vp in one, & all the things which 
pvc Vs here contentment , without compa 
lon, and with infinite advantages, are there 
Dore periect, and more excellent , and dium. 
For that lite is a life aboue all life, and 3 light 
Woue all l;ght , which our cycs can not be- 
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 >50d of all goods, without the mixture of any 
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bold: anda beauty aboue all beauty ; which 


a ſweetnes which ſurpaſſes all ſweetnes , 
this cauſe all the things that we cati vndete 
ſtand, think , or lmagin of that incomparable 
glory ; and bleſſednes of the Saints , are ſo 
ſhort, and ſo low ,and ſo like the things which 
are here,that in eruth we ought tather todeny 
them then to attribute theth to that bleſſed- 


Philoſopher Plato ſpeaking of the diuin pers 
tetions, ſay, that God is not good, but aboue 


crfull , that he is not wile , but aboue wile. 
In l:ke manner when by the beautifull things 
which we fee , our heaft is faiſed to contems 
plate the beauty of the court ofheauen , we 
allo muſt vnderſtand , that it isnot beavititull, 
but more then beautiful,that it is not reſplen« 


dent but morethen-1eſplendent; and the ſame 


ought wetn do in all other things in which 
we take delight, ro make 4 difference betwixt 
the pleaſures of heaucn and thoſe of earth, 
And to reſume in a few words, according to 
our manner of vaderſtanding , the glory of 
the Saints, Let vs putthe caſe , that 4 yery vn«+ 
derſtanding man , and of compoſed dl Mo« 
derate affe&ions,ſhould ſct himfclf attentively 
to iuvent and frame 2 quiet, repoſeful , peace« 
able , delightful life , repleniſhed with all 
the goods that can be defired,, and ex<mpt 
from all the cuils , that might molcſt or diſs 
quiet him. If this happy life, which this mani 
has proiced and ina1Ked out, ſhould be given 
hitt by God , without failing in one point of 
what he docs imigin afis defire , eſpecially if 
he knew that that life were to continue for 
cuer in the ſame tenor , without alteration, 
or diminution , of decay , or teat of lofing 
it : how happy would this mari be , what joy, 
what delight , what content woulg he take ? 
But the good which cuery otic of the Saints 
in heaven poſſeiles 1s greater then this. For 
the proje& of this good and glory , has not 
been framed by any wortal , frail , and finite 
matt , whocight be miſtakenin his Idca and 
model, but by God himſelf, who is infallible 


| wiſedom , and the obied of that happines, and 
| he who ordainicd it before all ages, and would 
| be the giver , and the gift; the rewardef , an 

the reward ; he that crownes atid the crown 
of all his ele& 7 and as Saint Anſclm faics : He 
that ſhall deſerue to raign with God , what» 


(ocuer he would ſhall be in heauen ,; ahd in 
carth, and whatſocuer he would not , ſhall 


net be, neither if carth, nor in heaucHth ; for 


chat glory is nothing cls , but 2 moſt perfect 


accompliſhment ofthe will of the juſt , and & 


jy of all joys , and a guſt of all guſts , and 5 


. 


cuil , and. with an afſurance that it ſhall 1a 
Bbbbb fot 


nes. Inſomuch thatS. Denys , and alſo the 


good; that he is not powerful, but aboue pow? ' 


$26 


our vndetſtandings can not comprehend:and wn 


Ts 


which out ſenſes can not percejue. And for gre 


827 


£ for all eternity. And this aſſurance , is-the 


To fourth thing which We ſaid aboue , docs ap- 


Novem- 


pertain to the accidental glory of the Saints, 


8x, and i alone is ſufficient to raviſh our hearts, 


and to inflame them with the loue of ſo great 
a good , which we know ſhall never haue an 
end , nor can hauc an end ,as all things of 
catth baue : which beſides their being trail, 
fading , fals , deccitfull , and oftentimes foul 
and filthy , which how long ſoever they laſt, 
can not laſt longer then our life , which is 
ſhort, and but for 4 moment, .. 

'If then God promiſes ſuch ; and ſo great. 
goods in reward of yertue, how blind and. 
inconfiderate is he that does not give himſclf 
wholly vnto it, in hopes of ſo great a recom», 


pence ?-Why Joeſt thou wander ( faies Father. | 


Lewis of Granada) 6 miſerable man throughout 
the land of Egypt ſeeking ſtraw, and drinking 
troubled Water out of enery pudile , leauing the 
wveyn of happines ans fountain of lining Yaters? 
Why dceſt thou go begging and/eeking by peeces, 
that Khich thou maiſt find altogether, and ſaper- 
eminentlh in this all ? Tf thou defireſt delights, 


lift vp thy heart , and conſider. buy delightful | 


that good Yill be Nbich contains in it the delights 
of all goods ? If this created life pleaſe thee, bow 
much more that which createdit 8? If that is 
mare pleaſes thee , hiv mach more that Which 
male it all ? If the knowledge of all the creatures 

ſweet , bow much more the Creator himſelf ? 

beauty delight thee, be it is Whoſe beauty the 
ſun and moon” do admire. Tf nobility and an- 
cient race , he zx the faſ} Origen and root of all 
nobility. Fd long life and health; there is bealth 
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| 


qn4 length of daies, If fulnes and atundance ; 


there is the ſumm of all goods. Tf muſick and 
melody ;there the eAngels fing, and the inſlru- 
ments of the Saints ſound ſweetly in the city of 
Goda. Tf friendships and good company delight 
thee , there ts the company of all the ele , Who 
Are ph one foul and one bart. Tf honors and 1i- 
ches, glory nd riches are in the bouſe of qur 
Lord. Jn fine if thog defireſt to Want all kind of 
of troubles and pains, there is liberty and exemp- 
#107 from all. Thus Granada. «4//ured}y ( ſais 


Saint Auguſtin ) of it Were neceſſary to ſuffer | 


torments euery day, ani or ſome time to ennure 
the pains of hellto Jee our Lord in his glory, and 
to enjoy the company of bjs elefl , it Were 
Yorth the while to paſs through all this, to enjuy 
fo great @ good. And he addes: if to this /abours 
be neceſiary, from bence all ye labcrs of the Yorld 
TF inncke you to fall ypon me. Come wvpon me 
griefs , ſickneſſes Weary me, tribulatuons afflid 
ane , one man perſecute me, another diſquiet me, 
all creatures conjure together againſt me: may 1 
le the reproach uf men , and outca#t of the World, 
may my life face avay in griefs , and my years 
in muurning,prouded that after this T may come 
t» be at reſt in the ray of tritulation , and may 
fejerue to go wp to that that wy, garnizhed, ang 


to arziuc atthe ſecure poit of our moſt tweet 


beautifiedYith ſo great glory. All this is out of 
Saint Apguflin, who ſpeaks like one that well 1 
vnderſtood the ſhartnes , aud ſlumber of all *"Þ 
the proſperity. and adues{ity of this life ang ** All-S: 
the ctcrnity and ſolidity of the thipps we Matt) 
hope for. This only conſideration then ( als. 


thoughall others were wantinting, which ace _ 
ſo many and ſo cfhcacious) ought to be (uf. {Sai 
cient to prevail with vs to abandon (by the pu 
grace of our Lord) all vices. ;andto embrace eſpeci 
 vertue ,and.tohreak the.chainsof our diſors place 
dered appetites., which ſo.bold vs prifoners vith- 
and captives: and to rcfilt all the aſlaulrs of does 
Sathan , the .allurements of the fleſh , thede. 
ceits and j]lufions ofthe warld; and to imitate T5 
| the innumerable and blefled Courtiers of Wy 
heauen, who with ſo great fpirit , Courage its 
' and conſtancy, bave opened vs the way ,and 2944 
gon before, vs, and from their Royal ſeats ins "IX 
vite vs to. follow them , ſhewing vs their | 
crowns, and aſſiſting vs by their praiers, For 
this to day is celebrated the fealt of all the » TH 


Saints, for this is repreſented to ys 1he plory 
which they poſicſs their vitaries,and crowns, 
their tropheys and triumpbs, Let vs (alute 


foil , abundant , and heaped vp, fauor thole 
who now ſow with tears, that they way reap 
with joy. You are fleſh of our fleſh, and bone 
of our bone : you have experienced our fralty, 
and the power, cralt , and fury of the enewy + 
have pity then vpon vs, and beſcech ourcom- 
n:pn Lord to giuc vs grace ,in {uch a wapner 
to fight with the enemy , that we may deſerue 


cou 
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countrey , apd recelue from his hand the 
rown , and the moſt abundant fruit of our 
(mall abours. Ofthe dedication of this feaſt of 
+ all-Saints, does make mention the Roman 
Martyrologe , and all the others : and of ir 
there are certain Sermons vnder the name of. 
Gint Avguſtin, and others of Saint Leo Pope, 
of Saint Bernard , and of Peter Damian. Miny 
zuthots Write of the glory of the Saints , and 
eſpecially Father Lewis of Granada in diuery 
aces of his works , and treats this matter, 
vidh ſpirit, learning, and cloqueace, as he. 
docs all othets. 
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THE COMMEMORATION 
| of the Dead. 


27% Fter that the holy Church had 
V) B yeſterday cclcbrated the feaſt and 
"Y folcmnity of all the Saints , and 
\ complicd with the bounden 
WY Juty , and obligation. which all 
the faithfull bave to inuocate and reverence 
them; today ſhe extends and; dilates her chas. 
rity toll the ſouls , that in Purgatory pay far 
the faults which they hage committed in this. 
le; and helps them by her praiecs. and ſuffra- 
res. For although it be true that the comme. 
moration whach 1s made forthe dead was euct 
in vſcin the Catholick Church, as is gathered 
out of Tertullian , and Saint Gregory Nazi- 
zen « and many holy Doctors affirm , that 
by Apoſtolical Tradition they are prayed for 
iathe Maſs; yet there was not a ſet and certain 
(ay,on which the whole Church made this 
I camemoration , vntill that it was inſtituted 
by the autbority of the Pope , vpon the occa* 
fon wbich I (hall here relate. The Cardinal 
eter Damian a Very holy , and very learned 
I gan, writcs in the life of Saint Qdilo Abbat 
of Cluny (who died in the year of our Lord 
axe thouſand forty cight ) that a Religious 
J aan of France , returning from, Hieruſalem, 
I yay 4tcpelt carriedto an Land, or rock, 
2 vhere there was 4 holy hermite , who told 
I tin, that there hard by were great burning 
lang fires , where the ſouls of the Dead 
yere tormented ; that he beard the diucls of. 
J tratimes how! ,and cowplain , for that by the 
IJ paiccs and alas of the faithful the pains which 
J thole fouls ſuffered were mitigated , and the 
J \buls freed out ot their hands ; and that par» 
J iculacly they complained of Odilo Abbot,and 
bs monks, tor their care and vigilancy in fa- 
wriop and helping them 3 and copyured the 


Reli pats; ;becauſc he was a Frenchman, 
and knew the Monaſtcry of Cluny (as he ſaid): 


in that holy exerciſe, andby bis ferent prdie 
refceſhment tothe ſouls of out beetheren, that 
af the bleſicd might be encrealed- in beauens 
and the forrow of the deyilsin hell, The Re- 


hermite with Qdilo Abbot, and with all that 


; | bleſſed congregation , which was vader his - 
charge : and the Abbot ordained thatin all. 


his Movaſterics ypon the ſecond of Nougm- 


& "7 , | ber, the day after the feſtivity of All Saints, 
z96492 $2 +0 SÞ0 >> $49 D-+D0 +040 >4 $00, | ſhoutd be made 3 particular commemoration. 


| ofthe Dead; and that eſpeciall care ſhould be 


 alms , and Maſles, And that: which $. Odilo 
| inſtituted in his, Conuents ;,. was afterwards 
recciued , and eſtab ſhed. by Apaſtolical au- 
thority in the whole voiugcſa) Church. Perce 
Galeſinus Protonotary Apoſtolical, ſaies,that 
many write ,that Pope John.the ſixteenth, ins. 
ſtituted this cammemaration by the counſel 
and aduice of $; Qdilo, It ig;truc, that Alma= 
' Tius Fortunatus Biſhop of Treucrs,wholiucd; 
abaut two hundred years before Odilo., wo 2 


— > —————— 


| wrote to; Ludouicus, Pxus. Emperor , after the; 
office of the Saints , he pus. that of the dead 2. 
and he ſaics that he did ſo, becauſe many depart. 
| Out of thjs liſe , who do not go picſently to: 
' heauen, for whom that office was wont to be 
| aid: whichis & fignthat cuen in his time this. 
was don ; as Cardinal Batogius has. noted. 
Andthis is ſufficicat to declare the inſtitution. 
of this commemoration of thie dead, and the 
occaſion of waking of it, 

Butit is fitting , that we ſhould cxplicate 
this matter more at large , and. bring to light, 
and propoſe that which. in, this commemoras 
tion. of the dead our holy mother the Catho« 
lick Church commands vs to belicuc concers 
ning the ſouls in Purgatoty. She teaches vs 
then two principal points.Oae is, that there is 
a Purgatory, and 4 place, where are tormented 
and purified, the ſouls of thoſe that died inthe 
grace of God with venial figs, or had not fa- 
usged fully in their bfc time for the mortall fins 
they bad committed, and which as to the faule 
were pardoned them. The other is , that they 
may,and ought to be fugcouredand helped by 
the Faithfull , with faſtings, alas, praicts, and 
ſuffrages, tothe end thatthey may ſooner ob» 
| tain the bleſſednes , and vition of God which 
they hope for, h 

Asto the firſt it is to be preſuppoſed , that 

there are three ſortes of perions that dy ( ſet» 
| ting apait the infants. that dy without bap- 
tila, 


and the Abbot Odilo, to enticat the ſaid Ab- x... 


ers, and continual alms, to. endeauor to giue 


are torrgented in Purgatory : that fo the joy. 


 ligious man returned into France : commu. 
{ nicated that, which he had head of the holy 


| vſed to ſpecor and relicuc. them, by praiers , 


book af the Ectlcliaitical, offices, which, he, - 


$28 


— 
2 
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bot and tocharge him in his name, to perſeuer ,,, 


S29 


The Commemoration of the Dead. 


tiſm, with only original fin), Oac's of thoſe, 


—= wholiucd inthis lite ſo holily, thatthcy never 


Novity- 
26A. 


committed mortal fn , or if they d1d commit 
any , they did pennarce for them in this lite, 
and fully ſatisfied the juſtice of our Lord for 
them , ſo that at the hour of death they had 
nothing to pay , nor to be purged : and theſe 
dying go ſtraighr to heauen , to cnjoy God 
ctcrnally. Others there are thatdy in mortal 
fin , and in the disfauos of God, and as his ene- 


mics and rebels are. chaſtiſcd , and their fouls 
deliucred vp to Sathan , to be perpetually 


tormentcd in hell. Others there are that are 
not ſo good as the firlt , nor fobad as the 1e- 
cond, butatthe hour of death are inthe grace 


of our Lord, and hauc ſome venial fins (com- 


patible- with the ſame grace) to be purged : 
or baving committed ſome mortal fins, which 


they bewailed, and were pardoned them as to 


the fault, have not entirely ſatisfied for them” 


if this lite , as to the pain which is due to 
every ſin ,and for this cauſe they mult pay it 
in the other life. For as the holy Evangeliſt 
Saint John ſaics in his Apocalyps ,ſpe.king 
of the holy and ſouerain city cf Hicruſalem : 
No body sball enter into it with the filth, or ſpot 
of fin. And fo it 1s necellary to ſay , that there 
is a Purgatory , where ,as in a Chryloble 
ſouls arc to be refined, and purified trom all 
their vncleannefles and detefts with which 
they are dcefiled when they go out of their 
bodies , before they enter into heauen. This 
is the Catholick Faith, and to tay the contrary 
is herely, For laying aſide many' other pla- 
ces, which the Holy Doors bring t6 prouc 
this verity , as well out of the old Teltainent, 
as Out of the New, tor our parts we ſhall con: 
tent our ſelyes with that which is written to 
hauc been don by the valiant and glotious 
Captain Iudas Machabzus : of whom the di. 
yin Scripture ſaies, thathe ſent two thouſand 
dracbmes of filuer in alms for the fins of the 
dead ſoldiers , as one who thought well and 
piouſly that they were to be raiſed again. And 
the facred Text inſtantly addes thie words : 
Sana ergo, dT ſalubris eſt cogitatio pro defun- 
His exorate vt & peccatis ſoluantur. 2. Macha. 
12. That itis i holy, and wholloine care to 
pray to God for the dead , to pardon them 
their fins. Nor is it of lefs force to proue this 
verity, that which our Redeemer ſaid in Saint 
Mathew : $1quis dixerit verbum in Spiritum 
Sanflum non remittetur & ,nequein hoc eculo, 
a:que infuturo. That is to lay, theic arc fome 
fins ( which are thoſe which are committed 


againit the Holy Ghoſt ) which are not par- 


doned, neither in this world, norin the world 
to come. Out of which words it necet{arily 
follows (according to the common expoſition 
of all the holy DuQors ) that ſome lins are 
pardoned in the other lite ; and thoſe arc yes 


'nial fins : for it aoſins were pardoned ia it , | 


— 


the words of Chriſt would be ſuperfluous and 


if ſome fins be pardoned in the wor! 
the tetnporal pains alſo of mortal _—_ wa 
pardoned, which 4 man tor not baving had 
time , or for ſome venial negligence, oarted 
to pay in this life, for that this debt and oblt- 
pation does not exclude the grace of God 
which is the principle of ſatisfa&ion 
Thais truth is alſo proucd by ProwncialConn. 
cils which haue been held in divers Provinces 
of the world , and alſo by General ones; and 
by the cuſtom of the whole Catholick Church 
Latin, and Greck. The third , and ſixth Coune 
cil of Carthage , held in+Atrica confim this 
truth, In Spaia the firſt Bracharea Councll, 


that of Wormes, In ltaly the ſixth Coyncil, 
which was cclebiated vnder Pope Symma- 
 chus : and many other Councils confirm the 
iame. And: the Occumenical;, and General 
Councils of the vniucrſal Church donolels, 
as the Lateran , celebrated in the time of 1n- 
nocent the third : the Council ct Florence, 


or Lyturgies, that of Saint Iamesthe le(s,and 
of the Saints Baſil, Chryſoſtom, and Ambroſe: 
in which particular praicr is made for theſouls. 
of the dead:which w ould not be don for them, 
if they were not in Purgatory , and hadno 
need of being helped , or if our praiers, and 
ſacrifices weie of no torce to help them, And 
this holy cuſtom has bcen ever kept in the 
Church , as tcitifics Saint Denys Areopagite, 
when in his book of the Eccleſiaſtical Hics 
rarchy , he ſajes: Tbe tradition of praying for 
the dead , har deſcended , and come to vs from 
the boly Apoſiles , who vere our ninin Captains, 
and Maſlers. And 5. lobn Chryloſtow fas: 
The Apoſtles din not raſtly ordain, that a com- 
memoration 5b;uld be maie of the dead ben 
ve celetrate the jacred myſteries, And >, Augus 
{tin confi mes it , ſaying : The bole Churcb 
kerpes that which she bas receiued from bet huly 
Fathers ,euen to this day , when the holy $ac11- 
fice of Maſs is offered , for the ſouls of the «+ 
parted , Wv. o died in the communion of the 
Church. The tame.is taught by $ Damaſcen, 
and Saint l{idore , by Rabanus Maurus Arch- 
biſhop of Mentz, and many others, whoattri- 
bute this tradition and vic ot the Churchto 
the holy Apoſtles. and the holy Church has 
praqtited this not only after the burial of the 
aody oft thedcad but allo betore the putting 
of it in the graue : as is to be ſeen by Sant 
Denys Arcopapite, alleadged by Durandusin 
his book ofthe rites of the Church : and in 
that which Euſcbius writes in the lite of Con* 
itantin, And Saint Auguſtin , ſpeoking of his 
holy mother , fatcs, that the Sacrifice of out 
redemption was offercd for her , when her 


corps was ready to be enterred ,as Was _— 
to 


vain: which to ſay is 4 great blaſphemy. And 2 


Jo France that of Chaolons. In Germany 


and laſtly that of Trent, And all the Miſſes, 


vl 


; of the coterrinent , and ofthe end ofthe year, 
"ot alſo orhcr daies :as is toto be ſeen in Ec-' 
bk 
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ve don. And Saint Bernard faies as much 
"# Saint Malachy. For the' exerciſe of this 
| von office was appointed not only the day 


[lefiaſtical Hiſtories , and in the examples of 
the Saints, All which, Greek, and Latin, with- 
he ſame [pirit , and with the ſame light of 
heauen , 35 if they ſpoke with one mouth, 

teach vs this verity : for breuity ſake | omit 

their words. They who will, may ſec them in 

hole who write of this matter, andeſpecially' 
in Cardinal Bellarmin, whotreats it very co- 

joully, and very learnedly. | 
' Alſoa great teſtimony of this truth,are the 
authentical , and true revelations which the 
cunts have had concerning the ſouls in Pur- 
patory and the times that they hauc appeared, 
1nd ſhewed them(clues tothe faithful begging 

their aſſiſtance. S. Gregory the great writcs 
that the ſoul of Paſchatius appeared to Saint 
German and teſtified vnto him that he was 


feed from-the pains of Purpatory for his 
praiers. When the ſameS.Gregory was Abbot 
of his Monaſtery , 4 monk of his , called Iu- 
tus ,now dead , appearcd to another monk, 
called Copioſus, and aduertifed him, that be 
had been freed from the torments of Purgas | 
tory, by thirty Maſſes, which Pretioſus,Prete& | 


— —O— —— — — — 


ofthe Monaſtery , by the Order of Saint Gries | | 


| p09 had ſai.for his ſoul ; as is recounted in 


is life, Saint Gregory of Tours writesof a , 


holy damzel , called Vitaliana , that ſhe ap- | 
red to S, Martin, and told him,that ſhe had 
en in Purgatory for 4 venial fin which ſhe 
had committed, and that ſhe was deliuered by 
thepraiers of the Saint. Peter Damian writes, 
that Saint Seuerin appeared to a Clergy-man, 
and told him ; that he bad been 1n Putgatory, 
for not having ſaid the divin office at due 
houres: and that afterwards God had deliue- 
red him , and carried himto the company of 
the bleſſed. Saint Bernard writes that Saint 
Malachy freed his lifter from the painsotPur- 
gatory by his praiers , and that the ſame ſiſter 
bad appeared vnto him, begging of him that 
relief and favor. And S. Bernard himſelf by 
his interceſſion freed another, who had ſuffes 
reda whole year the pains of Purgatory : as 
William Abbot writes in his life. And Saint 
Rembert Archbiſhop of Bremes , faſting 
forty daies for 2 prieſt , called Arnolfus , freed 
him out of Purgatory : and the ſame Arnolfus 
appeared to him , and gaue him thanks for 
it; as Surius relates in his life. And S, Thomas 
of Aquir®bcing at his praicrs, 4 fiſter of his, 
{religious woman, now dead appeared vato 
ſm, and told him bow that ſhe was in Pur-, 
gatory : and afterwards ſhe appeared to him 
ain , giving him thanks for the beneft , 
which by the means of his taſts, praiers, and 
Natics ſhe had recciucd , and tor the glory 
Tom. 2. 


H 


which ſhe now had in'heavten. And another 


time when he was in Naples Friar Romanus 


appeared ynto him , and he ynderſtood of _ C 
bim that: he was now in heauen , after hehad 


been purged in Purgatoty from i certain ics 
gligenct he had committed in the execution 


of a will ,as we haue written in his life. And 
to omit other examples , for that they are 


many,and for that thoſe we have here recoun« 
ted are ſufficient to confirm this verity, we 
will conclude this matter , by relating.that 
which happened to Pope Benedit the eight : 
who being now dead appeared to S. Olilo- 
Abbot ( of whom we ſpoke aboue) glorious 
and beautifull , and gaue him thanks with: 
profound reverence , confeſſing that' by his 
praicrs ,and the praiers of his Religious;God 
had don him the fauor to take him out of the 
priſon of Purgatory, and tg place him in hea+ 
ven amongſt his ele, But we are totake noe 
tice that although theſe appatitions of ſouls 
in Purgatory which we hauchere recounted, 
and other ſuch like , for that they are written 
by grave authors , and Saints, ought to be 
held for true : and that'our Lord would by 
them teach vs the horrible pains which thoſe 
fouls ſuffer , and moue vs to'help them, and 
to endcauor to ſatisfy in this life, that which 
we ow for our faults , and not referr it to the 
other life , where all is payed with ſo great 
rigour ; yet we muſt vſc great caution in'theſe 
thiogs,for aiany times the apparitions of ſouls 
that we think we ſee, are not true, but our. 
own dreams, and the phantaſys of our weak 
heads, and illuſions of the diuel, who diſquiets 
vs, and deceiues vs: making vs belicue that 
we ſee, that which we do not fee ; and that 
we are already Saints, and haue viſions and 
divin revelations , to the end we tnay grow 
vain, arid neg|eQ our progreſs in verrue, And 
alſo ſometimes it may be &craft of the deuil, 
who appeares in the ſhape ofthe ſoul of ſome 
great finnerthat isin hell, and teignes to ask 
the aid of our praters ; to the end that people 
belicuing that man , who was ſo wicked, to 
be in Purgatory, and not to be damned, they 
may negle& the practice of vertu , and let 
looſe the reyns to wickedoes, thinking, that 
ſeing that other, who was fo peruers and lewd, 
was not drowned in the abyſs of his wick« 
ednefſes , they may alſo arrive at the port of 
ſalvation. And for this and other dangers, 
that are in ſuchlike viſtons , we ovght to vic 
great prudence , and watines : not defiring 
thew out 6f 2 vain curioſity, andif they haps 
pen , reieting them with humility ; and exas 
mining, and proving the (pirits, whether they 
be of God or no, as Saint John ſaics, with the 
counſel afid aduice of men truly ſprritual,and 
prudent. | 20 
The Catholick verity then being fuppoſed, 
that there is 4 Purgatory ,as we haue declared, * 
AITE it is 
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it is fitting that we ſhould ſhew, for the com- 
« TD pleting of the firſt point which we propoun- 
Novey- ded , where Purgatory is ,and what the ſouls 


' #3&, foffer in it. The DoQors put four concavitics. 


$31 
write of, For all places areſubjeat 
in all he does what he pleaſe ks Tas 


his pleaſure is , that where the 6 N 
mitted , pennance ſhould be doo foriten g 


or hollow places vnder the carth for ſouls. 
The firſt and loweſt in the center bf the earth, 
is, that which we call hell , where the ſouls 


of-the damned arc tormented by the devils, 


The ſceond is, that which we call Purgatory, 
becauſe in it ſoulsare purged ftom their fins, 
and arc purified and cleanſed from all the 
droſs , which they baue contta&ed by them. 


The third is , the Lymbus of children, that, 


dy without Baptiſm in original fin. The fourth 
is the Lymbus of the holy Fathers , who be- 


fore the death of Chriſt our Redeettiet , for 


that the gatc of heauen was (hut ; were thierc | 


detained , but now Gace that out Sauiour de» 
ſcended to that plage ,and deljucred them out 
of it , it remains cmptys The reaſon of theſe 
four places, or receptacles of ſouls, is taken 
from the difference that there is inthe pains, 
which the ſouls ſuffer that go out of their bo- 
dies, which is after one of theſe four manners. 
For as there is 4 pain of loſs, which isnot to 
ſee God , and pain of ſenſe, which is a ſen- 
Gble dolot and torment ; and the one, and the 
other cither temporal or eternal ; God our 
Lord has ordaincd theſe tour dwellings, os 
differcnces of placcs , and has affigned one 
for the infants that dy without Baptiſm ; in 
which they neuer ſee God,nor never ſhall ſee 
him, but lufter an eternal pals of loſs. And 
for the temporal pain of loſs did ſerue the Lym- 
bus of the holy Fathers , whodicd before the 
paſſion of Chriſt , where they were detained 
without ſcing God, and cnjoying their hap- 
pines, For the ctcrnal pain of both loſs and 
ſenſe , is deputcd hel] : in which the damned 
want , and for cuer ſhall want the yifion of 
God, and arc , and perpetually ſhall be tor- 
mented with fice, and the other horrible pains 
which they there ſuffer. Finally for the teme 
poral pain of loſs, and ſenſe together, is ap« 
pointed Purgatory , Where the fouls are de- 
tained as ina priſon, depriued of the beati- 
fying viſion of God, and withall ſuffer very 
great dolors, and ſenſible pains, vacill that 
having enticcly payed for the faults which 
they baue committed , or aſliſted by the penal 
works of the faithtull, and the ſuffrages of 
the holy Church , they go toenjoy God eter- 
nally, This place is that which we call Pur- 
gatory ; becauſe in it (as we ſaid ) ſouls are 
purged , and bike purified filuer, are refined, 
and pertcAcd , that ſo they may ſee God, The 
truth is , that although this be the proper , 


and defigned place : yet God our Lord makes 


vic alſo of vther particular places to purify 
fouls : as we gather out of Saint Gregory ,and 
Peter Damian Cardinal, and out of certain 
viſions , and apparitions whuch the Saints 


| 


that thoſe who haue been ſcanda] 
have tiken bad example from him roy Ir 
ill , ſhould be cdified , and terrified by his * 
niſhment. And for theſe, and for other juſt 1 
pes, although hidden from cur cyes God 
makes vſe of certain particular places to gu; 
the ſouls of certains perſons,accordins - 4 
Orcec of his inctfable providence, * 
.la thisplace, which is, and which is called 
Purgatory , the ſouls do ſuffer fo great an] 
gricuous torments ; that all the torments of 
this life , and thoſe which the Martyrs ſuffered 
are nothing in .compariſon of them, Andſ 
ſaicsS, Auguſtin ia theſe words : Firf of al 
he that deſerres and puts off to the other wart 
the ſruit of bis repentance, and connerfion muſt 
be purified by the fire of Purgatory: and this fi 
although it be not eternal, yet it is extremely 
painful} , for it exceedes all the pains that eger 
any one ſuffered in this life. Neuer yas there 
found bere any pain , which might be compared 
ith that , bop grieuous and exquiſite ſomer + 
may baue been k 4 torments Which the Maths 
baue ſuffered , or vicked men , bo baue bees 
tormented for their crimes, «And for this cauſe 
euery one ought. to endeawor 0 amend bis life , 
and to do pennance for bis fins, ſo that be mg) + 
not ſftandin need to pnſs through ſuth griewas 
pains after bis death. The fame Saint Gregory 
affitmes , ſaying : 1 do beliewe that the fre, 
through Which the ſouls in Purgatory do paſt jt 
more intolerable then any tribulationof this life: 
And withtheſe holy Doctors doagree, Bede, 
S. Anſclm, and. Bernard ;and S:Thomas, 
who addes, that the pains of Purgatory are 
not only greater then thoſe of allthe Martyrs, 
but alſo then thoſe which Chriſt our Saviour 
ſuffered in his moſt ſacted , and moſt bitter 
paſſion: although theſe were more dolorous 
and painfull, then what any one euer ſuffered 
ia this life, The reaſon of this is , becauſe the 
fire of Purgatory is of the ſame kind with that 
of hell , and afflits the fouls ,not by the na- 


\ tural yertue which it has in itſelf ; but as the 


inſtrement of God , who makes vc of that 


 fireto purify, and to refine the ſouls of Put- 


gatory, in ſuch manner as he knowes, 3 


' ashe pleaſes , and for ſo long time as his uſtice 


| /out ; Jo much the more cruel 


has determined , and we know not, nor Gal 
we dive into it. But there isno doubt but that 
many do fuffer tonger then divers do imagine 
For as Saint Augultia fſaics ; He that rems7! 
longer in fin is 4 longer time in paſſing ! brosgh 
that riuer of fire ; and the greater the ſi" 

been, the greater sball be the punichment which 
that flames inflifs : and bow much the more 


foolich Yickednes has empowered it ſelf out! phe 
> s (hail be the wt 
poniche 
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punichmemt, by Which it is ſatisfiel for. There | (aies Peter of Cluny ,, and it is taken out of 
" idle words , light , and vain thoughts , aud 4 | Saint Paul ) is one myſtical body, whoſe hrad ——— 
multitude of Leſſer fins , which bane defiled the | is Teſus Chriſt ; iti which-all-the wembets -:- 3+ 
purity of owr noble nature? ', sball be conſumed. | arc joyned and vnited amongſt themſeluc#by Novex* 
Thus Saint Auguſtin. But although the pain | faith; hope , and charity: In ſuch ſorte;/ this *** 
of the fige of purgatory be fo great and ter- | as inthe natural body , when one niember 

tible , yet without compariſon, that which | ſuffers ( as the Apoſtle faies)) all the 'othet 

we call the pain of loſs, which is not to fee | members compaſlionate'it , and fuccor ; and 

God , is far greater. For the-defire , which the | help it. So-allo in this myſtical ;( pititual and 

ſoul, now looſe ,and tree fromthe burden of | moſt perfeR body of the Chutch, the faithfull 

the body ,has to fee that ſupreme good , is | do the ſaweto one another ; as true nitmbers 

ſo great ,chat any delay , how litle ſocuer it of it, For the ſouls ofthe juſt, now depaneJ; 

bc, much afflits it , and trapſpicrces it with | which arc in Purgatory arc part;and members 

ſuch 4 vehement grief , that no gricf of this | of this body ot the Church , becauſe they ate 

life may be comparcd with jt : eſpecially the | vnited with their head. 'Seing then , as Saint 

ſoul rewembring it (elf, thatfor its fins It's'in | Avguſtio ſaies : Piorum anitn& defwni7oruim db 

that eſtate , and depriued of that glorious vi» | Ecclefia ton ſeparantur, que oft tegnum Chriſti: 

fon , and that it might haue fatished for them | the ſouls ot the juſt now departcd are not" ſe= 

in this lite by penal works, but through ff) parated from the Chutth ; which isthe King- 
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hgence and floath it did not, There are dom of Chriſt : henec it follows, that che li- 
Dodtors that add to theſe pains another of the | uing can help the dead thatate in Purgatory 
&ni's, who torment the ſouls as crucl ene- | by their praiers and ſuffrapes : for thole that 
mics , and executioners of the divin juſtice, } are in heaven have no need of them and they 
founding themſclues vpon certain appari- | can do thoſe! no good that are iti hell: And as 
tions. Alcbough Saint Thomas, and Sotus,and | Chriſt our Lord being alive;did good to many | 
I other authors arc of opinion (ang ir is wibre | aliuc, healing the, and inſtrating themgand 
7 probable) that our Lord does not make ye | Uo to the dead , raiſing thent to fife : and 
J ofthedeuils to dothis juſtice; for having been | being dead, profited the dead ztaking the ſouls 
I fnally overcome by them, whoſe ſouls are pas | of the holy Fathers out of Lymbus;and did not 
tiked in Purgatory , it is not credible, that | leſs profit the living , killing death by his. 
our Lord would that the conquered ſhould | death; in'hike'manner his pleaſure is, out of 
torment their conquerors, and mock at thoſe | his mercy | that in his holy Churdts there 
vbo fought ſo couragiouſly with them, and | ſhould 'be this! perfe& communication, and 
triumphed ſo gloriouſly over them. But in this | imitation of df car and that the lining by 
I kfcring and dolctull condition , the ſouls in | their works and praiers ſhould help the others 
Purgatory hauc ſome refreſhments ,and com- | that are living ,and the dead ſhould help the 
J fits, as in theic knowing tor certain that | others that atc-dead , as doihe bleſſed.in bea- 
they are in the grace of God ', and that they | ven , prayiog for thoſe that are in Purgatory? 
can not loſe. it ; nor fin : and that the paigs | and that allo they ftowld aid and ſuccour the 
which thich they fuffer are to haue an end: | living ; fauoring thew' by tiir praiers : and. 
J ud that the joy which they bope for ſhall | finally that the living fhovild help the dead g 
J £ever hage an cad. Befidesthis they are viſi- | and thoſ: that are in this life ; thoſe that iny 
J *d;and comfortedby the holy Angels, eſpe- | the other do not yet enjoy God, but make 
J cally by theic Guardians , who eaſc; animate, | ſatisfa&ion to the diuin juſtice by the pains 
J adcomfort then, They haue the praiers,and | which they ſuffer. pe oF = 
ififtance of the bleſſed in heaven , and the | There are three ſortes of works by whicts 
hocorsand ſuffrages ofcarth, which the whole | we can ſuccor the ſouls of the faithful depar- 
Church Militant offers for them, aud parttcu- | ted, The firſt and chicfeſt is, the holy Sacris 
ly their friends and relations to' whom | fice of Maſs. - x. Signs * 
lley dire& their affeions and deſires : and if The Sccond is , praier. The third , aft 
I could ſpeak tothem, they wouldintreat painfull woiks, by which ſatisfation is ſhade, 
I fiem ,and affcuouſly beſeech them to take | as arc ,alms, faſting, pennances, pilgrimages, 
1 jy on them , and by their good works and | and ſuch like things. We diſtinguilh praice 
J Piers free them froar thoſe horrible pains. | trom theſe ſatisfatory works : becauſe al- : 
J fitthere is no doubr, but that the pratersand | though praicr be ſuch , and might be com» 
I \rages of the faitbfull that are alive, do pro- | prehended amongſt painfuf works , yet be= 
itthe ſouls-of the dead, that are in Purgatory. | it is proper to praier to impetrate, and to 0b« 
J 'odthis 1s the ſecond thing whictrthe Church | tain chat which is asked (and forthis regard 
J hes vs, in the commemoration ofthe dead, the praiers of the bleſſed , although they be 
J Vhich to day ſhe celebrates. For the vnder- | not painfult , ior fatizfatory do profit the lis 
&rſtanding and explication whereof it is to | ving & the dead) for this cauſe we diſtingui 
& peſuppoſed ,that all the holy Church( as | it , and makepraier I member by itſclh. on 
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The Commemoration of the Dead, 
the Holy Sacrifice of Maſs is of greateaſe and | 


-retreſbment to the ſouls that are-in Purgatory 


Novty- (beftdes that which-we ſaid aboue ,todeclare 
"BER, 


that there is 2*Purgatory , and that it is an 
Apoſtolicall Tradition , and. received in the 
Church., to pray for them in the: Maſs), there 
arc; mnumerable-places of the Saints which 
afhim it, Saint Denys makes mention of it, 
and Saint Auguſtin faics. Ft can not be denied, 
bud that the ſonls of the dend receinerefresbment 


uy the piety. of the living , when the Sacrifice of 


give :xedetrpttonis offered , or alms are ginen in 

the-Ghmrch for: them; And Saint Clement tea» 

ches.vs tooffer the Sacrifice of Maſs tor thoſe 

that. are dead irour Lord. And S.. Ambroſe 

writipg to Fauſtinus-tells him , that his fiſter* 
that,was dead-, was not to be lamented, but 
tot be, helped by, oblations and Sacrifices. And 
Saint -Monica. beſought. ber ſon- $. Augu- 
fin-;that he would remember her ; when the 

Holy Sacrifice'of our. Redemption. was offered 
ypon-.the Altar: And this with good reaſon, 
for itis the propitiation of all thefans of the 

world, and by it is repreſented tothe eternal 
Father that Sacrifice of the molt Fweet , and 
pretious blood , which his moſt bleſſed fon 
oftered ypon the Altar of the Croſs, 'Ofpraict 
alſo. tbere is no doubt but that it is very prohi- 
table: of which it is ſaid in the book of Ma- 
chabees;that it ix 4 boly and healthful thing to 
pray for-the dead, Concernieg alms the holy 
old man Tobias counſelled. his ſon to give 
alms for the dead, when he ſaid;vnto, him : Pat 
thy bread and thy ine wpon tht grane of the juſt. 
Concernivg taſting we rcad in. the firſt book 
of the Kings, that the inhabitants of Iabes of 


Galaad buricd Saul, and faſted for him ſeven : 


daics; and David and all his loldiers faſted for 
the people that wer dead by the ſword. Con- 
cerning the other aflitions and penal wo! ks 


the — Saint Paul faies : If the dead ds 


not rife, Why should the liuing off19 themſelues. 


for them by painful Yorks ? For 10 Peter of Clue 


ny , Denys the Carthuſian , Hugh, Cardinal , 
Gagney & others,interpret thoſe words of the 
Apoſile.1.Cor.15.4lioqui quidfacient qui bap- 
tixantur pro mortuis, Otherwiſe what will 
do tliecy who are baptized tor the dead? Theſe 
ood works atter two manner ofwaics dopro- 
F the' dead. Firſt by applying torhem painful 
work, tor the ſatistation, and diminution of 
their pains, as it they themſelues did them. 
For by:that application ſuch works becoge 
the proper works of the dead, as it they them. 
{clues bad don them : as the money which is 
-given in alms to him that is Keptin priſon for 
debt , is bis, and with it he paics , and ſatis- 
tes bis creditors , and is ſet tjee, in all rigoys 
of juſtice? And ſeing that the divin juſtice , 
which'is the model ard pattern of buman juf. 
tice , and from whence it flows as trom its 
fountain , is not leſs merciful then that of 


earth , we*ovght to believe that G 
this application , which thoſethat —_— 
make-to the ſouls in Purgatory, = 
loſing the efſentlal reward of cterng| lif 
which isdue to ſuch works. The Other wor, 
ner is by way ofpraicr and ſupptication "4 
ſuffrage , beſeeching our Lord forthen; : th 
the manner- that 'we-intcrcede to a judoe - 
pardon a guilty perſon, that is in tn pad 
todeal mercitully with him. Beſides theletwo 
waies, by which. particular perſons help the 
fouls in Purgatory , the Pope graunts them 
indulgences , not 1n manner of Abſolution 
(for that he can-not abſolue the dead whore 
out of his:juriſdition , as he canthelivin 
who arc vnder it) but per modum (ufraghj , a 
they ſay , applying, and communicating tg 
the dead (as he 18 dilpenſer of the treaſures of 
the.Church , which are the works and fatita. 
s of Chriſt., and of the Saints ) and aps 
plying part of then as be thioks fit , that all 
ar part, of the pain which is duc to them, may 
be pardoned they; as in effe&, and indeed for 
this application our Lord pardons it them, 
From that which has been ſaid we ought to 
inferr two, things. The firſt is , the careand 
vigilancy which we ought to have in helping 
by our alws, faſtings, pennances, and praiers 
the ſouls in Purgatory ; and eſpecially in pro- 
curing many Maſles to be faid torthem; and 
alſo in gaining many Indulgences, &in giving 
them relict and refreſhment out ofthetreaſure 
ot the holy Chutch , as being a moſt duealms, 
and very acceptable to our Lord. For by how 
much any perſon is poorer, and in greater ne» 
ceſſity , by ſo much the rather ought he tobe 
ſuccoured : and no body is more 1nnecd then 
he that has nothing, and owes much, andcan 
npt labour , nor gain any thing , nor borrow 
any thing of any body , and bas a rigourous 
creditor , who vigesand pureſles him, lo as be 
wall be paid to the very laſt farthing, without 
delay or prolorgation. of the time of payment 
All theſe: circumfiances concur in the fouls 
of Purgatory , who affliftcd on all ſides , and 
ſurrounded with griets , ſay thole words of 
lob : Miſeremini mei amſeremini mei ,Jaltems 
V03 amici mei', quia manus Domim: tetigtt Mes 
Have pity of me, haue pity of me, at lcalt you 
my friends, becauſe the hand of our Lotd bas 
toucht mc, But although we ought £9 cou- 
paſſionate all thoſe that are in Purgatory. be- 
cauſe they are of the lame nature with Vs, 
our bretheren , and membets of one an F 
ſawe body ( as'we baue faid ) yet eſpecially 
we ought to ſuccour our kindred,and iricn% 
parents , and children, Wivcs, and husbanK : 
carnal bretheren, and other perions » _- 
whom we haue had 4 more {treight t) 
blood , or friendſhip. And beſides the giea 
fauor whichis don to the ſouls in _—_ 
freeing them from their pains ,and hc a h- 


" 
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12x table to thoſe that do it : for the ſame ſouls 
ut of Purgatory are very grateful, aod liberally 


lends vs , as lent from his blefled hand, as 3 


them ſooner to come to ſee God; this alms 


xecompence it when they arc in hcaucn, and 
with great affetion aſſiſt thoſe that have 
aſſiſted them : and of this we haue many exam. 
ples in the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. And ifſo, 

:c;t care ought to be had to ſatisfy the obli- 

ations of juttice which appertain to them, 
executing their teſtaments and pious legacys, 
and all that which they diſpoſed of in their 
laſt wills,for the good of their ſouls. In which 
there vices to be much negligence, and God 
ſeverely chaſtiZes it, permitting that the wills 
of the children ſhould not be fulfilled , who 
were negligent in performing thoſe of their 
parents, and anceſtors tandthat there ſhould 
be none who wiil ſhew charity to the foul 
of him , who did forget the ſoulof one, to 
whom he had ſo great obligation, 

The ſecond thing that we ought totake 
notice of, and to ſettle in our heatt is , that 
it 1s agreat folly to let looſe the reins to our 
ſenſualitys, and diſordered appetites , and to 
offend God ſo boldly,and ſo without reſtraint, 
knowing that ao tault , how litle foeuer it 
be , is committed againſt his divin Majeſty 
whichis not payed tor with & pain proportio 
nedto the ſame fault :and that it is not 4 leſs 
madnes, bring able to redeem, out faults with 
light pains in this [ifc,to put-off our pennance 
to the other life , wheee with full meaſure 
they ſhall be puniſhed with the pains of Pure 
gatory , which do as far excced thoſe that are 
here, as docs a huing thing its piure, And 
ſo Saint Auguſtin ſaies : Some body vill ſay : It 
litle imports me to be be detained in Purgatory, 
Jothat at laſt F come to beawen. Let no body 
(moſt dear bretberen ) Jay /o, by that fire of 
Purgatory 18 charper then all the pains that in 
this vorld can be ſeen, felt , or imagined: and 
a it is written of the day of Judgement , that 
one day «ball be as 4 thouſandyears, and d tho- 
Jand years as une 1a) : who knowes , Whether the 
time that sball paſs in that fire , shall be for 
Haies , or for months or perbaps for years ? He 
that at preſent Will not p#t. one finger only into 
the fre , bow does be not fear ( although it were 
but for 4 sbort time ) to te torniented in that 
vebement and dreadful fire ? Wherefore let emery 
one endeauor Nth all bis forces to fly mortal fins, 
and to reteem and ſatisfy for his ven;al ans With 
£00d Works , that there may remais nothing of 
them, to be conſumed by the fire of Purgatory. 
Theſe are the words of Saint Avguſtin. To. 
6, de Sand. Ser. 41. Let vs endeauor then to 
conform, our lite to the law of God -and to 
bes | our faults , and to ſatisfy for them, 
Wiilit our Lord gincs Ys time, Let ys accept 
of the tribulations and affliftions which he 
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pennance ferour ſtns.Let vs aſſiſt, and ſuccour 


to the end that going out of purgatory,pure, 
cleanſed, and w , ; ojing God) 
may aid vs by their praiers, and give vs their 
helping hand to bring vs to the port of falua« 
tion ,and ſo we may together with them cn« 
Joy that bleſſednes and cuerlaſting glory , 
which is ſo great and immens, that the pains 
of purgatory , how grieuous ſfoeuer, tothem 
that poſſeſs that good, ſeem to have been light, 
and not to be compared with it, 
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THE LIFE OF S. CHARLES 
Borromens,Cardinal , and Archbishop 
8 Milan. 
NF HE laſt age having been inſe3 


IF &cd with divers herefics, parti- 
> cularly with that of Luther, 


SON TAY Zuinglius, Caluin , and many 
T others, our Bleſſed Lord op« 
poſed them by certain holy 
Religious Orders , which he raiſcd vp 19 
his Church at the ſame time, as the Capu» 
cins, Barnabites, Icſuits, Theatinsand others, 
as alto by 4 good number ofPielates, amongſt 
whom S.Charles may with good reaſon haue 
the firſt place. His father Gilbers Borromeus, 
Count of Arona i Gentleman of Milan hono 
red by Charles the fifth with many fair char- 
ges , was ſo pious that he communicated 
cuery Sunday, and we" day he faid his of- 
fice vpon his knees; inſomuch that his knees 
became hard , and brawny by reaſon of his 
much praying. He did many other auſterities, 
and was full of good works, hauing care of 
Orphans, — many yong maids; and 
neuer cating vatill he had done ſome alais- 
deed: in which and other ſuch works he ſpent 
ſo much , that his friends now and then xepre- 
hended him for it : but he anſwered them : 1F 
I baue care of the poor , God will baue care of 
m? children, Andſo indeed he had,as we (hall 
ſe by 2nd by. One day he ſaid with 2Pro+ 
phetical ſpirit ; «My children 5hatl be ſo great 
after my death , that they shall haweneed of 0 
body. The wife of this vertuous Count was 
not les deuout then he ,and was called Mars 
gaxet de Medicis, being ſiſter to Cardinal lohn 
Angelus de Medicis , who afterwards was 
Pope Pius the fourth ; who was fo retired , 
that in a manner ſhe neuer went forth of 
her houſe, but to the Churh , or to ſome Mo- 
of deuotion. The 
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our bretheren with what good work: we can, .—— 


ned, and enjoying God,they Nov. 
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Novin- Frederick, who was honorcd by his vncle 
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8:5 5, Charles Borromeus, Cardinal , and Archbisho 


Count had by her ſcuen children, two ſons, 
and five daughters ; the eldeſt ſon was Count 


Pope Pius the fourth with many great em- 
ployments , and married the fiſter of Duke 
d'Vribain ; the other was Saint Charles: the 
cldeſt daughter Elizabeth became Religious; 
the ſecond Camilla was married to Ceſai 
Gonzapa Prince of Malfette : the thitd Hicro» 
nyma to Fabricius Geſuald Prince of Venoze: 
Anne the fourth to Mark-Antony Colonne | 
(this ſame lived with reputation of great San- 
ity) and Hortenſa to the Count of Altaems, 
So honorably did God provide for his chil-, 
dren, who: was fomnercitull and liberalto the 
Or. 

Saint Charles was born vpon the ſecond 
of Otober in the year one thouſand five hun- 
dred thirty eight in the Caſtle of Acona,, the 
particular dwelling of his father, His mother 
being in labour , there was ſeen over her 
chamber 4 waruellousbrightnes; two houres 
before day, l:ke to.a ray ot the ſun, about two 
fadoms broad , extending- itlclt in length as 
far as 4 Calceuer will ſhoot, and this beipg 3 
tronticrplace and very ſtrong , had otdinarily 


"=- 
of the ſaid fruits. And if the father Q6.,y; 
.heed of any thing of them for his —_—_ — 


to himſclf, or cls to the poor after | 
ſtudied humanity at Milan , vey * 
eitne his ordinary exerciſes were to frequent 
Churches where there was moſt denoting and 
aboue all thoſe which were dedicated to the be 
Virgia. Afterwards by his tathers command 
he went to Ticiaum, there to ftudy the lay 
and ſacred Canons , where never was any 
word heard to come out of this mouth, nor 
ation ſeen to be done by him that was not 
laudable and vertuous ,in 4 word he was the 
mircor and pattern of good Students. He took 
delight in leatning and ſinging muſick but 
| would never notwithſtanding hear or ſee 
any thing that was laſciuious or vnchaſte, 
After the example of his tather, he communi. 
cated once cuery cight daics. Bonauenture 
Caſtillon Dean of the Collegial Church of 
Saint"Aiabroſe gf Milan, ſhewed greatreſpeRt 
to Saint Charles when he met him : whercof- 
being demanded the tcaſon , he ſaid that one 
day he ſhould reforme the miſdemeanors of 
the Church, and that God would doe great 


a good garriſon , many ſoldiers whereof law 
this bright ſhining light, which laſted vntil 
the rifing of the ſun : an cuident prefage of 
the ſplencor which Saigt Charles was to bring 
to the Church: His inclination to'piety ſoon 
Sewcd it ſelf, for the ordinary paſtime of his 
infancy was to make Chappels , and to cre& 
Altars,which he took preat delight to deck 
and adorne , according to the capacity of his 
litl® ſoul : but aboue all he took a tingular 
pleaſure to ſing with his companions the 
Pivin Office , 18 the beſt mannner he could: 
and oftentimes he'was found ypon his knees, 
faying his praicrs before his litle Altar ; which 
gauec occaftion to his father to clothe him in 
a long robe , whence he reccived an extreme 
contentment. When be was 2 lithe elder he 
zeceiued an Eccleſiaſtical benefice , of the 
Church ofArona,vndertheritlc of anAbbacy, 
which had long been in the family of the Bor- 
femys: ſo very yong as he was, eſteeming the 
fuits of that his Eccleſiaſtical title to be lacred, 
of which he,as Abbot, was togiue an account 
vynto God:although otherwiſe very obſeruant 
6t his fathers wall ; bis father contuſedly with 
bis other means diſpenſing the revenues of 
the Abbacy,he modeſtly in{invated vato him, 
thatit ſeemed not to be juſt vntohim,nor well 
to ſand with the faluation ofcither of them, 
that tholc fruits were Converted into his own 
private eſtate , and not rather giucn to the 
poor : which adwonition , his pious tathei 
was fo far from taking ill , that glad of the 
Religious towardlines , and excellent difpo- | 
ſition ot bis ſoh , and weeping for joy he left 


things, by him. . 

Whilſt he wasin his Rudies at Ticinum in 
e year one thouſand five hundred filty four, 
bis father departed thus life : and although that 
Saint Charles was the yoogelt of the tamily 
yet notwithſtanding all his kindred , an 
friends judged that he was more proper to 
take care of it, then his elder brother, wheres 
fore he was conſtrained to leaue his ſtudies 
imperfeQ, Having vnderſtood , during his 
abode at Arona , the tclaxed conucclation of 
his monks ,to the aſtoniſhment of ali he re- 
duced them to the obſeruance of their rules 
But whilſt he was teforming others the devil 
went about to make him fall binifelt. For one 
of the chief ſertiants ot his houſe , brought 
into his chamber & very beautifull woman t 
. make him fin with her, but he avoided this 
ſnare. by flight/zlthough this firebrand of bell 
ſedffed at him fo jt, but he teſtified voto him 
that he eſteemed more to pleafe God then mel 
In likeminner one of his kindred, ſome years 
after, making x Countiſan enter into his cham 
ber wantonly attired, he went vut ofhis " 
ing very-carly in the morning without 19 
much as ſpeaking to his friend, to declare _— 
him how ill he was ſatisfied with that je#" 
Hauivg giuveri Order about the affairs of 1 
houſe, he returned to Ticinum there to mae 
an end of his ſtadies : ſo that in the year w 
nine, he was ſolemnly made Door both 0 
the Civil and Canon law. Ja the year ſixty 
loannes de Medicis, brother to the mothero 
S. Charles, was choſen Pope, and called Pius 


the fourth : the news whereof being brought 


free to him tor the future the adminiſtration 


8 CO the manners 1s , 
| to Milan -inftantly , as th Magi- 


eXpencrs, his ſon lent jt him, to be reſto;ed Nor, : 
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Magiſtrates , aid chief of the city , cane to 


Galute the two Counts , nephews of the new | not as men ordinarily are , ſtill deliring more 
alute the tw ; - ate 


and more ,'but cucn thoſe riches which the 


tice Pope , but S- Charles ſo licle regarded theſe Pope gave him of his own accord, he did'not Net - 
v Yi completnents , that he counſelled his brother | very willingly receive , which foine of his wr ro 


co go to confeſſion , and communion with 
him : the which they did that they might be 
bctter able toreſign themſeluesto the will of 
God. His brother went forthwith to Rome, 
but he reſolued not to ſtire out of Milan but 
by the obedience of his vacle , who inſtantly 
called him to himſelf , to honor his ycrtue 


with the prime Eccleſiaſtical dignitys , com-. 


manding him to cafe him of a good part of the 
principal affairs of his Papal charge, He made 
tim then Protonotary, afterwards Referen- 
daire , and vpon the thirtith of Ianuary ia the 
year (ixty , he created him Cardinal Deacon: 
ypon the cizhth of February following he con- 
{erred vpon him the Archbiſhopcick of Milan, 
and made him head ofthe Conſult, with power 
fo ſign ia his name all requeſts , giuing him 
the entire adminiſtration of the Eccleſialtical 
eſtate,ſo that he gaue audicace to the Ambal- 
fadors of Princes,and twice 4 day made report 
to the Pope of the eſtate of the affairs which 
he handled. He acceptcd ofthe office of Grand 


friends were diſpleaſed at , and what was ver- 
tue in him , they attributed to'a Rrait and 
litle ſoul. He gaue much to the poor both at 
Rome, and eſpecially in thoſe places whefice 
he recciuedEccleſiaſtical moneys. In the offices 
committed to his charge he was woadettully, 
faithfull , incredibly diligent, and of a moſt 
inGorrupt mind , which was never moucd by 
couctouſnes, or the fauor of any one, but 1a 
all conſultations , and judgements he ſtill re- 
parded, and executed what was moſt juſt and 
lo kept his ancient patience, that no ones fault 
or troubleſomnes did make him do or ſay any 
thing reproachtul to anothes, Whilſt he was 
employing himſclf with all this carc and fidg- 
lity in his Charges, his brotherCount Frederick 
dyed without children , about the end of the, 
year fixty two: immediately', the ſame night 
of that his death, Saint Chartes reſolued with 


; 
' 
b 
' 
| 


his ſpiritual father to renew his fergor to pic» 
ty: which helped him much to reſiſt the per- 
{waſions of all his kindred, yea cuen of the 


Peaitentier , that he might there promote | Pope his Vacle, who would haue married him 
the glory of God \ and he cauſcd the Bull of , very honorably but to deſtroy all their hopes, 
the Penitentiary preſently to be reformed.But | within a few months he made himſelf Prieſt, 


he refuſed the Camerlingat , which is the ſe- 
cond office of the Roman Court , and the 
moſt gainfull, teſtifying well with what ſpicir 
he recciued great charges and dignities, And 
yet his honors were not bounded here , for 
he neuer rej<ted thoſe wherein he was to 
labour for God, or tor the people. Wherefore 
he was Legat ( that is to ſay Governor and 
Licutcnant General ) of Boulogne, and Bou- 
lonois, of Romanula , and of Marc-Ancona, 
three yreat prouinces of the Ecclefiaſticall 
State. He was made alſo Protector of the king- 
dom of Portugal, of all the Provinces of the 
Low countreys,and of the Cathblick Cantons 
ofSwizzerland : he had beſides vader his pro- 
teftion the Orders of Saint Francis , of the 
Carmelites, ofthe knights of Malta, and 0- 


_ Together with theſe great dignitys, he | 


d proportionable means and tacultys and 
amidſt all this ſplendor and abundance he fre» 
quently ſtirred vp his miad tocontemn all hu- 
man things. And when many years after he 
taſidered the mercies ofGod towards him, he 
Was wont to recount how that he wasbrought 
to 4 more holy,and religious kind of life atter 
an vnuſual manner, for that God did not make 
vle of adverſity and afflitions to reform him, 
%s he docs moſt commonly; but of proſperity, 
anda flouriſhing abundance ot all chings,that 
la them ſcing by 4 divin light the leuity , and 
vanity oſall tublonary things, he might apply. 
bis mind to thoſe thoſe things that ace folid, 


great , and eternal, In this abundance , ke was | cucn vpoa the bigheſt. Moceoncr 


| 


| 


| 
| 


changing his title into that of S. Praxedes, 
after he bad made the ſpiritual exerciſes vnder 
the dicetion"of Father Ribera of the Socicty 
of JESVS. At this time by the authority & 
aſſiſtance of his Vncle , he built , furniſhed 
with moueables,and rcenteda Colledge at Tis 
cinum, where thechildren of povr Gentlemen 
of Lombardy, but principally of Milan, were 
entertained &caught on ſree coſt.By the means 
of hisgreat care the Holy Occumenical Conn» 
cil of Treat was continued, when ſome per-, 
ſons of prime note vrged the diſloluing of it, 
and atlength in the end of the year ſixty three 
wasconcluded , and afterwards confirmed in 
the firſt confiſtory by Pope Pius the fourth. 
The more efficaciouſly to perſwade the 
other Cardinals, be began to reform'his own 
houſe , and perſon, clotbing bimſelf no longer 
in fGilk, & prohibiting the vie hereofto all his 2 
as likewiſe he dilmiiſed all the Gentlemen of 
his family that werenot Ecclcfiaſtical perſons, 
reloluing not toentertain any of the Laity bat 
for vile & abj:=& offices. Concerning his body 
he reſolved at preſent nothing more ſeuere 
then this , that one day in 2 week he would 
liue only vpon bread and water. It was about 
this time that he began to make twice, 4 day 
an hour of mental praier. His conſtancy in 
this his reformation of himſelf made all, high 
and low to honor him , aud cauſed the Pope 
bimſelfprofitably toabſtain from ſome things. 


Such force has the example of folid veituc 
our Saint 
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knowing that it was the duty of a Biſhop 
to preach, he reſolued to review his Philo- 
ſophy , and to cauſc Divinity to be read vato 
him : and in the mean time he exerciſed hims 


" ſelf in wakiogexhortations in the Monaltce 


rys of Nunns , and inthe Churches of Saint 
Mary Major , where he was Arch-Pricſt, and 
of S. Praxcdes his title. Being diſpenſed with: 
all by the Pope his Vncle tor the reſidence 
which he owed to his Dioceſs, by reaſon of 
the ſcruice which he did the vniuertal Chuxch 
with his Holineſs , he ſent to Milan as his 
Grand Vicar, and withamplc power Nicholas 
Ormanetus who(though with great difficulty) 
wrought there great truit : but having learnt 
the great diſorders that were there , he gaue 
notice to S. Charles, that his preſence alone 
was able to remedy the abuſes of his Clergy, 
Which did fo touch him, that at length he 
obtained leaue of his yacle to go to hold a 
Provincial Council at Milan: At his ariival at 
Milan , whither he was accompanied by the 
moſt learned , and pious Prelates that were 
in Rome , he preached to the people in his 
Pontifical Robes in the midle of Solemn Maſs. 
He would have all the Biſhops ot his Province 
that came to the Council, and alſo two Car- 
dinals who were there to honor him, to lodge 
in his Archicpiſcopal Palace , and at his char- 
ges, that be might more commodiouſly cons 
terr with them. ln the beginning of the Coun. 
Cil Saint Charles made a Latin ; ies ad of the 
end and neceſſity ot Prouincial Councils,after- 
wards the cleuch Biſhops who. were thete 
(of which two were Cardinals ) made their 
proteſſhon of faith according to the Council 
ot Trent, which they recciucd, and promiſed 
to cauſe it to be cxa&tly obſcrued cucry one in 
his Dioceſs : and for the more eaſy effeing 
hereof they made many very excellent de- 
crees. He concluded the Council with ano» 
ther Latin Oration, with which he exhorted 
his bretheren the Biſhops, to putin execution 
thoſe things which were ordained and pioufly 


to diſcharge the funions of Biſhops, This 


holy zeal ot S. Charles cauled him to be taken 
notice of euen by thoſe of extern provinces, 
all admiring that one of hs age, fo allied, and 
of that fauor with thePope,ſhould ſecmto have 
no other care but of the flock committed to his 
charge , and to lead the perte& lite of a good 
Pricit. His Holineſs hearing of his Nephews 
proccedings was exceedingly rejoyced at 
them : and particularly vnderſtanding of his 
preaching ia tme of Holy Maſs, be ſaid 0- 
penly ; That bimſelf and the Cardinals ought 
to do the ſame. But it plealrd Godtotake him 
out of this lite loon after , and Pope Pius the 
filth was cholen io his place : to whom our 
Saint recommended aboue all things the ac- 
compliſhment of the execution of the Holy 


Council of Tent ; and hauwing giuca him Cer+ | 


Church , he demanded leaue of him topoto 4 


could obtain it , by reaſon of the ne  þ bt 
the Pope had of him at Opry ona 
time he diſmiſſed aboue ſeuenty more of TY 
domeſticks alter he had honorably rewarded 
them, wa , 

By realon that now it was about fo 
years fince the Archbiſhop had wv ry 
lan , the Prieſts of the Diocels were to IPno- 
rant, that they did not belieue themlelues to 
be obliged to go to confeſſhon, becauſe thy 
they hearcd the conteſſions of others : in 
word their lives were ſo depraved, that it was 
a Prouerb amongſt them? He that ould be 
damned let him make limelf 4 Trieft, The 
people had ia a manners no knowledge of 
the tundawental printiples of the Catholick 
faith, yea many knew notthe Pater noſter,and 
the eAue «Mntia, and cuen how to make the 
ſign of the croſs. Saint Chazles the better to 
rule and reform others , would begin with his 
own family , which conſiſted of about 4 hun- 
dred perſons : he appointed over them4 ſpiri, 
tual anda temporal Prefe& , cauſingthem all 
to cat in one Refeory, where they had (pi 
ritual reading , and made them make mental 
praier twice i day , they living alſo in wany 
other things like well reformed Religious:lo 
his houſe was a Seminary of Prelates, and Bi- 
ſhops, tweluc ofhis having been Biſhops, and 
Seuen of them Apoſtolical Nuntios to diuers 
Princes : and another of his Domeſtiks died 
Cardinal , and another Pope. The holy'Pre« 
late finding bis Clergy fo corrupted, to bring 
them to good order , he appointed as yellin 
Milan, as in the countrey throughout all his 
Dioceſs, ſo many kinds of officers (who being 
ſuperintendent to one another, at laſt in an 
admirable Ocder made their report to the 
Archbiſhop ) that they amounted to thenum- 
ber of four hundred and were the eyes, bands 
and fect of the holy Prclate. He inſtituted 
alſo three Seminaries in Milan , in the firſt 
whereof he maintained a hundred and hity 
yong men, well founded in humanity, and 
of good hopes for Diunity : io the lcco 
about ſixty yong mcn, who being not judged 
capable of more, going out of humanity [ty- 
died caſes of conſcience, to ſerve litle Cuies: 
in the third he kept for ſome time certain 
Pricfts,and curates , who were not fit fortheit 
charges, vatill they were fit for them. He foun- 
ded allo three other Seminaries out of Milan, 
whither he ſent Scholars, and bad care to rent 
them well , willingiy making to Rudy : 
children of poor people that lived in rewore 
mountains and valleys, that they migit 9 
made able to go thither afterwards to leruc 
Cures, 


The hereſies of Luther and Caluin Yy 


— 


tain other holy counſels for the good of the ' 


0\ 


his reſidence, although it was long betore he Now j ** 


— paitor didthe vtmolt he poſſibly could to hin- | tars : aſterwards he employed erght houres, © 
—|« "x- derthem from infeing his flock. And beſides | partly in the cere nonizs and Solemn Maſs,and —_ FR 
4 15% the [nquilitor ofthe faith, he ſctled 4 congre- | partly in preaching and giuing the commu- +6. 


vt 
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ing vp in Germany and France, this good 


ation , made vp of miny grave perſonages, 
who cmployed themſclucs in no other thing 
but in prouiding againſt the inconueniences 
which might give an entrance to hereſy, For 
which regard he made allo many decrees and 
Ocdinations , which he cauſed to be exactly 
obſcrued by his officers, as well in cities, as in 
the countrey. | 
He viſited himſelf all his Dioceſs twice , 
without omitting ſo much as one only Pariſh, 
Chappcl , Contraternity , Hoſpital, Conucnt 
of Religious men , or women: but aboue all 
he viſited the Schools of the Chriſtian dofrin, 
which he bad eſtabliſhed in every village: in 
the doing whereot he yaderwent ineſtimable 
labours: tor oftentimes he was forcedto travel 
en foot oucr high and ſteep mountains, where 
ſometimes be muſt creep vpon his hands and 
feet:and was allo conftrained to wear ſhooes 
with crainp-yrons to hinder his falling intb 
precipices, He alſo ſometimes caſed his atten- 
dants , helping them to carry their bagpape : 
andnotwubſtanding arrived at the place whi- 


Holy Relicks which he was to put inthe Al- 


0409 Ia his viſits he ended ſuirs in law , re- 
conciled enemies,reſtored the Diuia worlhp, 
recouered the vſurped goois of the Church, 
countenanced Vigilant Pricits, and retained 
them in their duty , and inade the Laity to 
honor them , maintaiged Ecelefiaſtical lunt- 
diftion , conuerted finners*o repentance, 
made the pious legacys of laſt wills and Tef- 
taments to be paid , ered pariſhes , cauſed 
beachicesto be vnited translerred Monaſterics 
of Religious ,” and other Tutular Churches 
vnto other places more to the purpoſe ; He 
took away abbles, and ſaw himſelf the face 
of all bis ſheep, for whole temporal and ſpiri- 
tual neceſſities he provided very carefully, not 
only in general, but alfo-in particular,noting, 
and writing them in i book which he had to 
that cad.” Having alſo tor foie time made 
his viſits on hotſeback , he made chem for a 
good long time on foot ,in imitation: of our 
Lord , and of his Holy Apoſtles3 and then 
many followed him frow' village to! viltage 
like another Apoſtle : btit an indiſpofition 


ther he was deſigned to go; he forbore nor 
to po'ſtrait to the Churchto do theTunRions 
of bis viſit: afterwards he retired hitaſelf to 
the houſe of the Curate, where the more fre« 
quehtly he ſlept vpon firaw , or vpon the 
leaves of trees, lEauing the beds to bis retinue, 


| 


az4lſo the meat,contenting bimſelfoftentithes | 
with bread, & water; Altboughthat he might - 
not overcharge thePaſtors he took along with | 


him only (ix men , who carricd cuery one of 
them bis litle baggage behind him vport his 
hotſe: and cauſed his own books to be catried 
ypona borsin two chefſts,Ordinarily He made 
his viſfits'in the ſommer, and travelled in the 
hear of the day , to the end, as he faid , that 
he might make vſe of that 'time which others 
loſt in ſleeping. He preached in euery place 
that he viſited, accommodating his diſcours to 
the ordirtaty'vices of thoſeto whom he ſpoke, 


' of which he procured to be aduertiſed' before: 


hand by'& Bill prepared for him'to rhat'intent 
by the Curate : and was wont to'ſcnd before 


Certain Prieſts, and good Religious men,who 


diſpoſed the people to' prepate themfefuey 
more 'Jcuontly ; ahd wotthily” for che Holy 


comniuntoht, which headminiftred'yato them, 


afterwatG.'he confirmed them ftilt faſting ; 
for he never' confirmed” any” but in the mors 
ning, and after confeſhon.'He had a very. pars 
ticulat'care to cauſc tobe repaired, and rebuilt 


having happened vato him inhis lepp, be was 
not able to continue it; $13. $3024 

| For thar the Prebendtys of the Mcetropoli- 
tan Church of Milan were but finall/; few: 6f 
the Canobst:hitcd'there ; and alſo thoſe few 
acquited heylclocs ſo ill' of their duty that 


they didavit Ring the half ofthe Divin Office: 


which Saffit*Chartces having vdderſtood', he 
fouad riitatts by the intervention ahid'auths- 
tity of the Pope, to cauſe the reuenite of cer= 


tain neighbourthy Abbeys to be- vnited'to 


to theſe Prebendries , and to ſuppreſs ecrtain 
offices and” Canonries of his Cathedral of 
Milan ':” by which 'means he made thefe 
Preberidrics the beſt it Ttaly ; and then he 
forced thend/not only to refide , but alſo tofay 


' the office With requiſite foktonity ,- decency, 


and degotion; and to affift thereatvnder pain 
of loſing their diſtributions : and for this rt- 
gard he fuk amongſt them-another obſeruer 
beſides hiaybf the Chitpter, whoexatly took 
notice of thoſe that were abſent ,'and of the 
faults that werecommitted inthe Quire deting, 
the' H6ly'Setuice. He diftinfguifhed according 
t6 the holy Council of Trent, the Prebendrys 
into three Orders :to wit of Ptieſts;, of Dea- 
| cons, aud of Subtteators\,whotm'fte made to 


it arid go/actotding to thisOtder. He aiſoeſta- 
bliſhed I Reader ot Diainity';who is obliged 


to haved leſſon twice I-weeK'in the-Archice 


wore decently almolt all tlie Charches of the 

villages of his Diocelſs: which gaue hia an | 

Incredible pain : for he taſted atwaics with | 

bread and water the Eue of the Dedication of * 

4 Church; and watched all night-befoce* tht * 
| Tom, 2. 


piſcopal Hill to Ecclefiaſticks , and to Catee 
chize the people vpon Feaſts;-at alſo Grand 
Penitentiatius, each ofthem having a Preben< 
dry of the Cathedral. He cauſed 16 be 'bile 
2 orcat buffding, joynirg vpon, and inaman- 
Eccce nct 
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net within his Archiepiſcopal Palace; where | Saint that thiee of them reſo! 
—— hc lodged all thc Canons, andthe other Ecclc- | to be kill'd, and dealt —_ 2 —_ bly þ I; 
faſticks of the Cathedral, who lived there as | ligious A Prieſt, who for fore Re» & 


_ 4 z in a Cloiſter ot Religious mcn , whence he | fed themto doit. The Prieſt SC =” ”_ ky 
cauſed 4 paſſage to be made vader ground, | puns that go with fire locks to kill he _ b 
light coming in from out of the ſtreet , by | at Saint Barnabys,whilſt he was ain — c 
means whereot they wenttothe Church with» | Maſs. But this not iucceeding , he w -., by 
out being ſeen, and vnder coucrt. eucning to fcek him in bis own "pak c .; 
This Saint made cucry year the ſpiritual | where about that time he conſtantly aA, _ 
exerciſes , and in the year one thouſand fue | hour of mentall praict with tis famil p , - 
hundred fixty eight he made a general contel- | becauſe that his Chappel was yet 3 hs A 
fion to one Alexander Saulius a Father of | he wade vie of the fiſt Hall of his Archie 1 | 
Saint Barnaby , who afterwards was Biſhop | copal Palace : fo thatthe atlafinate hadmeing to 
of Ticinum. And our great Cardinal {aid of- | to ſhoot at him right betweenthe holders It mi 
tentimes that he ſeemedto himſelf only then } about two paces diſtance , whilſt be way fot 
to hauc begun the courſe of a ſpiritual life. | praying to God vpon bis kneesghe bullet on fic 
And indeed he ſeemed then with greater in- | touched his zochet, and then fell down ah _ 
duſtry then tormerly to make baſtc to the gole | feet; one ot the bail-ſhot paſſed to his very are 
of perfeRion. He preſcribed both to himſclt | fleſh , and all the orhess pierced his clothes, the 
and to his family more perfe& laws ofliuing ; | The Saint ſeing cuery one aſtoniſhed at the his 
he more ſeucrely avoided whatſocuer belon- | noiſe ofthe ſhot , and thinking that he way an 
ed tothe relaxation of the mind : withdrew | mortally wounded, he would not perwitthem thi 
Ficaſeif from the converſation ot his familiars, | to purſue the murtheser 4 but would have bit 
and from leſs profitable diicoutſes; vpon fa+ | them make an cnd of their praier after which 
Ning daies , ( and he bad now appointedto | cuery one of them had realon to praiſe and yi 
hitnſelf many in a week ) he d1d not eat at | thank almighty God : for the Saint retiring Ct 
night., as formerly, exquilite meats , and of | himſclt, and putting off his Clothes,they founy þe\ 


great price, but the moſt vile ,and ordinary. 
Pope Pius the fifth had ſuch an opinion ot 
him , that he ſaid that the Church would be 
happy if ut had fix Cardinals like, vato him, 
and cuer propoſed*him tor an example to 0- 


thers, although that Saint Charles was, then 
-only thirty years old. He turniſbed with mo- 
-yablcs, and rcnts 4 houſe of fuccor., whither 


he withdrew ſuch lewd women as would 


. amend themſclues ,and gaue them aiſo certain 
gules, willing that they ſhould be gouerned 
'by twelue women who wear the habit , and 
keep the rule of thethird Order of S. Francis, 


' and -yet notwithſtanding live aſunder intheir 


.own private houſes. Hc ordained allo certain 
ſecular man to take care of their tewporals : 


and would alſo that belides tbe abouc mens 


"tioned , ſhould: be xeccrucd into this houſe, 


touch as were ill marries, and could not live 
- with their husbands, and thole who tor want 


of ſubliſtance were. in danger of lofing theu 


honor, or life, and that theic ſhould be center» 
tained vatill that they were well-provided 
for : the others. yatill that they were perieRly 
zeconciled to their husbands ; and the firit 


vatill they went to ſome Convent of Peni-1 
| tents, or to ſome other place where they 


live well : and there are ordinarily in this 


| houle fourſcore, Our holy Cardinal as Prote- 


or of the Order. of the tHumiliati , perfeRly 


. . retormedthem to the g:eat dilpicaſure of their 
+ Superiors who ot Priors tor life , were redu- 


.ced tothricee years, and alſo to haue the mana» | 
gement of nothing; but to hauc a Treaſurer : 


the. which did to incenſe them againſt the 


w 


only 4 bruiſe with A lide black and blew 
ſ{wcling of his fleſh , which remained in his 
body will he dicd ; although that one of the 
ſmall ſhot had entred into the wood the 
.thicknes of a finger , and another had broken 
' the wall. No apprehcofion of danger was 
able to ſtifle his zeal of the greater glory of 
God. Hence when ſome went about todiuert 
him fromeeforming theſe irregular Religious, 
telling hia that it he vadertook it, he would 
hazard his life , be ſaid thoſe words worttyof 
ctcrnal memory : What then ,is thee mit 4 
| God inthe world? 7 will go. and 1villgownfi 
dently , notw1thanding all the danger: that 
are threatned me: God Will taks care to defend 
| me , ſeing that it is an aff air Which concerns 
bis Jerwice , but if be bas otherwiſe ordained, 
1 will dy moſt willingly for the aduancement 
| of bis glory. Nor did this his holy conhdence 
| deceive him, as we have ſeen, His foul wat 
wholly bent” pon the good of hs ſujet 
. One: day be made this remarkable reply t04 
| Lord who demauded of him why be was 0 
litle curious to know newes_, which 
| grones did ſo paſſionatly defire to hear: 
"Becau/e laid he , that 5t 5s not becoming 4 Bi* 
thop to bu(y bimſelf about toys and trifies ein; 
that be owght t0 attend only to bis flock, 0004 
.the meditation of the law of God, _ 
The ſplendor and dignity of his pt le di 
not hinder him from entring | into [ad 
| dwcllings ot the needy and milerable,tokave 
there marks of his piety. He pxeyented the 
neceſlitys ot the poor, and ſpared their ſham- 
In a general dearth which in the yea! gy” 


waſted the countrey , as long as the dearth 
1aſted he ſed three thouſand poor people with. 
nice, pulſe and bread ,befides the great alms 
which be gaue in money : which gaue occa- 
Gon to the Nobility of Milan to help-and 
ſuccor them all they could, 

He obtained ot his Ho'i e's the Pope that 
bis abby of Arvna wight be 1nſeparably vni- 
ied to the Colledge vi the Icluites of Milan, 
renting with A part of the revenue of the ſaid 
abby 2 Nouitiate of the Icfuites at Arona, 
| Jathe year leuenty hue be wentto Rome 
to vain the Iubilec : viſiting the Churches be 
made all his family to go two and two on 
foot, humlel! going in the midle of them more 
frequently barctoot, Then he obtained of the 
Pope , that he might leave the name and 
armes of the houle of the Borromys, and take 
the name of his title of S. Praxcdis, and tor 
his Scutcheon the pidure of Saint Ambroſe , 
and of the Saints Geruaſe and Protaſe, with 
this Motto , Ta/es ambio defenſores : my am- 
bition isto hauc ſuch Protettors as theſe. 

[othe year ſeventy fix it pleaſing God to 
viſit the city of Milan with the plague , Saint 
Charles knew that be was obliged to aſliit his 
people in this neceflity , which that he might 
the better doe he reſolucd to prepare himſelf 
fordeath ,and made his will and Teſtament , 
by which loame pious legacys , he gaue all 
his movables to the great Hoſpital of Mi- 
kn, Hauing viſited the inteRed in the place 
where they were (hut yp without the city and 
having becn cy-witncs of their corporal and 
ſpiritual neceſkitics, he immediately ſent them 
what he could of this movuables, cucn to his 
own bed, and made money of all his plate, 
and cauſed it to be diſtributed to the poor. 
He ſcat into Swizzerland for men that were 
accuſtomed to ſerue ſuch as had the plague, 
and with cight of his family be ſcrucd the in- 
{eRed himſelf: he weat to vilit themin their 
houſes ,carried them the Saeraments and did 
®them all kiods of ſcruices with 4 true father- 
ly affcQion : ſome Religious offered themlel- 
ues, others he petlwadcd to adminiſter the 
Sacraments 2 and partly by his example and 
Ftl by reaſons he perſwaded the Curates 
-of Milan to aſſt their Pariſhioners that ſhould 
beinfe&cd; he did the like to 4 good part of 
the Nobility ofthe city, deputing tocach one 
_ofthem his Quarter , together. with the Bur 
$619, and an Eeclefiaſtick to provide for all 
neceſſities. And there being 4 great number 
of yagabonds , cucry body diſmiſſing out of 
' tis family as inany as he could, after he had 
,Choſery out of them as many as were needfull 
for the feruice of the fick of the city, heſent 


.the reſt to a houle theee leagues from Milan, | 


.Where he cauſed them to be ſuſtained, clothed, 
and inſtrufted at his own charges. In fine ſeing 
at the contagion daily cncreaſed , he ack- 
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| nowledged that it was 4 ſcourge, by which 
God would chaſtize his people tor their firs: =—— 


and for this cauſc he diſpoſed them.to repen- 
tance by all good walk whieh he thought 
proper :© appeaſe the anger of God: he —_— 
them to make a ſolemn vow to Gndalai hty, 
and Sebaſtian , which they were to {alli ak 
terwatds ; he commanded praicts , faſts ;ahd3 
folewn Proceſſion, 'at which he aſſiſted bare= 
footed, with a rope about hisneck, carryin 

acroſs ypon his (holders, and offcring hicſelf 
in ſacrifice to God , for the fins of the people, 
Of which heroical at of out Saint, the bleiſed 
Saint Francis Sales Biſhop ot Gcneua ſpeaks 
thus. Behold ,taid he ,te Great S$4int Charles 
ben the plague attached bis Droceſs / be raiſed 
bis conrage in God , and conſitered attentinel, 
that in the Eternity of the digin pronidence this 


ſeonrge vas prepared, and deſtined for bis people, 


and that the ſame prouidence bad ordained, that 
during the [atne ſconrge, be shoald bane 4 very 
louing and tender care to /erge , comfort . and 
cordia'ly to aſſiſt the affli#ed , ſeing that in this 
occafton be 5bould be the ſpiritual Fatber ,Þ aſtor , 
and Bizhop of this Prozince. Wherefore 1epre» 


ſenting unto him{elf the greatnes of the paing, 


labogrs , and ba% ards, Wbich bt sbogld be obliged 
to undergo for t11s regard , be immolated bums» 


kiſſing tenderly this croft , be cryed out in tht 
bottom of bis beart |, in imitation,of $. Andrew: 
All bail 6 pretions croſs ; «All bail 6 happy Tri» 
bulation : 6 holy afflifiton , buw amiable art 
thow , ſeing thaw baſs iſſued ont of the amiable 
breaſt of the Father of miry , who has willed 
thee frots all eternity , and bas deſtined thee (or 
this dear people , and for me! 6 Croſs , my heart 
wills thee , ſeing that beart of God bas Villed 
thee. 0 Croſe , my [0ul niakes much of thee, and 
andemibr aces thee withall lone. Andthus indeed 
we all ought to accept ofthe greateſt affliti» 
ons that caa befall vs. 

Having alſo gathered together many yorg 
women who were in danger of being lolt, for 
that their fathers, and mothers were dead of 
the plague , and they left without means to 
ſabkit, he comtnitted them tothe cate of cere 
tain pious perſons: and the contagion ceaſing, 
he founded a certain houſe where:they might 
ſerye God, and be taught by the Vrſulins,and 
appointedAcertain number of Gentlemen of 


Milan Ecclefiaſticks and Seculars,to hauc care 


of their temporals:and this Colledge hasbeed 
continued cucr fince, and is filled with poor 
Ocphans , who are there brought vp in the 
fear of God , and taught whaifocuer cls is 
needfal for them : fo that they remain there 
vntill they cither cnter into Religion , or mar* 


ry 
the poor whom he bad ſent 


Novem» 


ſelf in Jzirtt to the drop Peers of God, an 
s 


ja like mnanner confideritig that many of 
to the houſe, we 


mentioned abouc in the heat of the plagus., 
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had no means toliue, nor to gain their living, 


. for that they: were either very old, or lame, 

4 . 

Noven- he founded an Hoſpital for them in the ſuburbs 
BER. Of Vercells , to the end that there might be 


ſcea no more any beggers , neither in the” 
City , nor in the Churches. It was in the time 
of the peſtilence that the holy Prelatc began 
to forbear to warm himſelf, or to cat any more 
fleſh, and to ly vpon the boords when he took 
his natural reſt. But afterwards at the inſtance 
of the Prelzts who aſliſted at his tourth & fifth 
Councils, be ſlept vpon 4 ſtraw-bed, making 
it notwithſtanding to be quilted, thatit might 
be the harder, and mad: vie ufa couctlet hl- 
Ied with ſtraw in form ola counterpoint, Well 
vnderitanding the need that he had of good 
Clergymen to cauſe the order to be obfcrued 
which he had eſtabliſhed in his Dioceſs, nc 
founded 4 Congregation ot Secular Prieſts, 
wv ho vnited with him , as members with their 
head , he had them alwaies ready for whatſoe- 
ucr he had 2 mind to employ them in. They 
lived in common of the revenew which he 
obtained for them of the goods of the Order 
of the Humuliati, w hich the Pope had thought 
fit lately to aboliſh, He eſtabliſhed this com- 
pany vpoa the Feaſt ot Saint Simplician Arch- 
biſhop of Milan , onthe frxteenth of Auguſt 
one thouſand frue hundred ſegenty eight, and 
put it vnder the prote&1ion of the glorious 
Virgin, and of Saint Ambroſe, He would bauc 
it called the Congregation of the Oblates of 
Saint Ambroſe , and procured it aſterwards 
to be approued and confirmed by Pope Gre- 
gory the thirteenth. They make only one vow 
of obedience to the Archbiſhop , who makes 
vic of them in all Prieſtly tunions : and they 
2re now more then two hundred, almoſt all 
Doors, He divided this Congregation, into 
ſix ſrax:rnitys or Companies ;{ix in the city, 
and four in the Dioceſs : to every one of 
which he gaue a Principal, and ſpiritual Pre. 
fe ; and wouldthat thoſe of eucry company 
ſhould meet euery month, thoſe of Milan be- 
fore the Archbiſhop, and thoſe of the Diocefs 
ſometimes in one place , and ſometimes, in 
another , m the preſence of their General, or 
at leaſt of the Superior ofthe company where 
they ſhould meet : and then they firit of all 
read their rules , afterwards they treate in 
manner ofa'conference of the means of kee. 
ping them well ,and of making greater pro- 
grels in 2 ſpiritual life , as alſo of promoting 
Touls in the way of their ſalvation. The Supe- 
perior exhorts them to vertue anid picty, and 
two of the Fathe1s make Sermons to the peo- 
ple. Saint Charles trequently retired himſelf 
with thoſe of the city , to perform. there their 
exciciles with thew, And his defign was to 


put of them in all the litle towns, and rillages' F Swiſles and Rhetians, he perſwaded 


"of his Dioccſ$,, in torm of Collegials to help 
the countrey round about, He was wont alfo 


| 


| 
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| uotion to go thither jn pilprima 


» 


to preach all Sunda 
cuery day in Lent, 4 
Hauing vnderſtoed that the holy <;..4.. Nor 
or winding ſheet of our Lord had wider tn 
trom Cambety to 1urin , he had 3 a ra 
2e+22n , 
this pUTpOIC be tnade choice noe 
family , with whom, all clothed lik+ vhs 
& with I ſtaft in his hand he went thitneror 
toot; and going two by two they meditated 
ſaid their Beads, lung Pſalms , or diſcourled 
of ſpiritual things along the way 3Sthey went: 
and being arrived at tl.cir lodging, they went 
toſalure the moſt Holy Sacrament 1nthe Chief 
Church , ſuog their Canonical Howres ang 
after ſorve devotions, they touk their roſe. 
Aion , which was only of ſuch meats as2te 
caten in Lent. He tock alſo with him 4 Ez. 
ther of the Society of Ic{us , who gave then 
in the evening the points which they weretg 
meditate the next day, Ordinatily in the eye. 
nings the people and Clergy came forth to 
mect him , and they came with torches {for it 
was in October ) about half a league out of 
the town , and cyery one fpent the night ig 
Preparing themlelucs to receiue the Holy 
communion from his hand the next mornin 
before day. At Vercells the number of the Pile 
grims encreaſed : for the Biſhop and ſome 
Canons would nceds accompany him : and 
there he foand the Lord Steward ofthe Duke 
of Sauoy who had charge to cntertain him 
vntill he came to Turin. The Archbiſhop of 
Turin came forth to meet him with eetfain 
Lords three leagtes from Turin, whither he 
ſtraic returned back again,that he mighteome 
and receiue him on foot with all hisclergy 
about half'a league. All the cauallry of b 
Duke of Sauoy met him too leagucs off, Half 
3 mile without the ſuburbs ot Turin , the 
Duke and the Prince his ſon received him and 
at his entrance into the city he was ſaluted 
by the Canon and infantry , although w 
and his went two by two , well mori 71 
ſtrait to Dome ; whence they went to5, Lau- 
rences whete the holy Sindon was, then ihe 
Duke lodged him inthe palace, in which ſome 
time before the King of France Henry the 
third had been receiged at his geturne out 
Polony. The Duke cauled the people to ſhyt 
their ſhops , and to keep feffipal three Caics 
together , which, were fpent by them 1 
' diverſe deuotions,and almoſt all the city come 
'municated at. his hand together with the 


ys, and Feſtiual days, 2nd 


Prince. Saint, Charles dining with the Du F, 


"made ſomething to be read according to his 


Cuſtom , taking thenee occalion to entertain 


him with ſpiricual diſcoytſcs. c of ihe 
ing to "heart the, conuertion 01! 
Laying to heart the the Pope 


to keep there 4 Nuntio , who might ” my 


| care of the ſpiritual gouernment. 


we countfeys. He cauſed to be made and accom- 
don Nomlf modated in Milan a Colledge or Seminary of 
"it » Clergymen of the ſaid countrey , where no 
= other could be receiued ; and put init from its 
F * beginning in the year ſeyenty nine forty yong 
ſhi men , of which twenty were Swiſſes, and the 
es reſt Rhetians : and at his perſwaſion Cardinal 
os Altacwps his kinſman gave them an Abbey, 
4 i” veon condition that fourſcore Scholars of the 
_ Diocels cf Conſtance ſhould be maintained 
_-_ there. And being delegated by the Pope about 
Oo the year one thouſand fiue hundred eighty 
= three as Vicar Apoſtolical, to viſit the Catho- 
nt lick Cantoas of Swizzerland, into whichalſo 
-_ hereſy began to creep, he tock along with 
_ him a.any great perlonages and Preachers, 
Fr ad faſted himſelf the Holy time of Aducnt 
rh with bread and water, and ſlept ypon a ſtraw- 
50m, bed, or vpon 4 bench; and although it was 
eyes yery cold in thoſe Quarters, he would neuer 
th to come neer the fire , nor make vſe of their 
for it floues,which auſterity got him ſo much credit 
ut of - amongſt that people ; that he wrought great 
bt i fruit there, as well aniongſt the Catholicks 
ay and Hereticks, as alſo amongit the Sorcerers, 
ny of which there were a great number in the 
e Pi. mountains of the Rhetians, and thereabouts, 
ſome who inſefted the whole countrey. And ha» 
= ving vnderflood that the diſorder came prin- 
Duke cipally from the ignorance and bad life of the 
| hin Clergy , he had care to put there learned and 
op of pious men , namcly Fathers of the Society of 
-r(ain leſus ,and Oblats of Milan ; ſending thither 
& b many ſpiritual books , in place of heretical 
ace books which he bad cauſed to be burnt there 
lergy in 4 great number. And in hisreturn paſſing 
"oy by Beluiſon, 4 Catholick town of the Diocets 
* Bat of Come he founded in the Collegial Church 
' the a Scholaſtical or Dooral Prebend to inſtruR 
; and the Prieſts, and to Catechixze there: in which, 
luted and in the other things we hauc ſpoken of 
wy he made no ſmall expences;for he would hims- 
*s lf out of his own purſe defray the charges of 
"Lab this viſit ; as alſo the journeys of divers Fa- 
-n the tbers Ieſuits , Barnabites, and Oblats , whom 
* are ke ſent the year following into the neighbou- 
ry the riog places of thoſe which he had viſited , to 
oataf ſatisfy in ſome meaſure the carneſt ſupplica- 
o ſhot tio which the Catholicks made ynto him to 
- daics $0 and viſit them. 
om in The Governor of Milan hauing ne good 
f com» correſpondence withS, Charles, through the 
th/the walice of ſome that envied him, he caulcd cer- 
Duke, tain of the body of the city to go to the Pope 
to his to complain of the Saint, that he innouated 
ertain many things againſt the mind and cuſtom ol 
|; the Milanoiſes , prohibiting them vnder pain 
of the of Eccleſiaſtical cenſures al ats of rez0ycing 
c Pope Vpon Shroue-ſunday, and aboueall,that con- 
'3haue vary to the priviledge of the Church of Saint 
{ thoſe Ambroſe , he compelled them to begin Lent 
counr Yon Alb-wedncfday , hindring them fron, 


6. Charles Borromeus, Cardinal, and Archbishop. $42 


Tow, a. 


eating fleſh , or doing any a& of Carnaual 

vpon the firſt Sunday of Lent; Saint Charles a: 
being advertiſed hereof conferied with the 4* _ 
Pope aboutit; butthe Ambaſſadors who had N®V**: 
vaunted that they would hinder the Saint *** 
from returning again to Milan, carried no- 

thing back with them from Rome but the qua« 

lity of Ambaſſadors of Shrouctide, And Saint 
Charles, not contenting hicſelf to have di- 

vetted the Milanoifcs from masking themſel- 

ves , and from other yanitys and follies of 
Shrouctide vpon Sundays and other Feaſts, 

he refolued morcouer to perſwade them to 

abſtarn from them vpon ordinary daies : the 

which he did fo efficaciouſly that he made 

them paſſe the three weeks before Shtours 
Tueſday in works of piety and Ceuotion draw= 

ing the.n thereunto, by divers Proceſſions,Sers 

mons. Commuaions,Praiers of forty Houres, 

and other ſpiritual *cntertainments which 

he made in divers Churches magnificently 
adorned , where his preſence, and the feruor 

of his mouing exhortations gathered , aid 
retained all forts of people : and ſo far were 

they from thinking of their ordinary vanitys, 

that euery. one leit his affairs, and the very 
merchants their ſhops to aſſiſt at thoſe holy 
excreiles. 

This holy Archbiſh»p often ſaid that it 
was not ſufficient for aBiſhop to make decrees 
and rules forthe good goucrnment of his 
Church , but that which moſt imported was 
to find means to makethein be put in execu- 
tion, Wherefoge toreſcing that God would 
ſhortly take him out of this world, he cauſed 
to be allembled threeſcore of his Archpricſts, 
and Rural D-ans, whom he lodged, and en- 
tertained in his own Archiepilcopal Palace, 
and held with them & congregation which 
laſted three wecks , and having faln fiek, he 
made A bed to be put in 4 great hall, ypom 
which in his clothes he ceaſed not to continue - 
his ta:k, He had then 4 great book in which 
were written all the decrees of the five Proe 
uincial Councils, & of the ten Synods which 
| he hadcelebrated, and himſelf feading them , 
he would know coneerning cuery article how 
it wasput in praQtice,and the difficultys which 
occurred therein , againſt which forthwith 
was prouided 2 remedy by the aduice of thoſe 
that were preſent. In the midle of April mas 
king his eleacnth and haſt Dioceſan Council, 
he cauſed to be read and publiſhed vato them 
the volume which he had prepared for then 
inthe Congregation of Archpricſts and Rural 
Deans, which contained all aduices and reme- 
dics neceflary to complete the perfeR retor- 
mation of that Church. : 

In the May following , vpon 4 Sunday ity 
the eucning the Saint was averted that the 
Biſhop of Breſcia was fick to dcath : and als 
| though be had been all the day long inthe 
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Church where he bad celebrated the holy 
office, notwithſtanding he torbore not imme= 
diately to take poſte, and trauclling all night, 
after he bad gone more then twenty leagues, 
he was very carly in the morning in the 
chambes of the dying Biſhop , whom he com- 
forted , and adaiiniitred vnto him the holy 
Sacraments, and helped him to dy well : after- 
wards he officiated at his tuneral obſequics, 
ſinging the Solemn Maſs, making his funeral 
Oration, and burying his corps ; the which 
employed him vntill wednesday in the cuc- 
nipg : and becaule that the next day, the tealt 
of the Noly Croſs, he bad ordained thata very 
ſolemn Proceſſhon ſhould be made at Milan, 
in-which he was tocarry the Holy Nayl, and 
to which he had invited the Cardinal of Ve- 
xone , he tock poſte that very cuecning , and 
pot to Milan by the opening ot the gates: 
when as it he had been come out of agood 
bed, he ſet himſelt to ſtudy his Sermon, went 
to viſit the Cardinal of Veroane , then to the 
Church , aſſiſted at the office , lung ſolemn 
Maſs, preached,and carried the Holy Nayl in 
Preceſhon , which was very long , and alter 
dinner aſſiſted at Veſpers and Compline, and 
at the Sermon of the Cardinal. 

Preſently after the Saint began to viſit his 
Dioceſs, without any regard to the incom- 
modity of the ſcaſon , which was very hot: 
and as 4 light betore it goes out redoubles 
its brightaes., ſo the Saint gaue maniteſily to 
vadciitand by the brightnes ot his counte- 
nance ,and by the feruor of his words , that 
he.was all on fire with the loue ot God, ſce- 
ming to be rather in hcauen then vpon carth 
and alſo theſe his laſt viſits wrought an cxtra» 
ordinary fruit, 

Being accuſtomed to retire himſelf cucry 
year into ſome deuout ſolitude, there to make 
the ſpiritual exerciſes, and general conteſſion 


. of the laſt year : he made choice then of the 


wountain Uarais , by reaſon of the diuers 
Chappels ot the myſteries ot the Paſſion that 
areinthat holy place : and there he redoublcd 
as much as poſſibly he could , not only the 
feruor of his devotion, but alſo the auſterity 
ot his lite : for he luitained himſelf there with 
only breadand water ,and ſlept very litle in 
the night and vpon boords : he employ- 
cd the teſt of the night in diſciplining him- 
{If ,and and in praying in thole Otatorys , 
which be viſited alone vpon this mountain, 
with alanteinin his band , and at a fit houre 
te went to awake Father Francis Adorn 
ot the Society ot lelus , whom he had called 
thither to be the Director ct his Spiritual 
exctCiſes. He ordinatily made fix houres 
of Mental piaier eurery day : the night precc« 
cing his geaeral Conteſtion he fpent cight 
hovres tog<therin praier, all the while vpun 


his knees , and without leaning againſt any. 


thing, remaining as it were immouah a 
le. 
the tour and twentith of Oftober he had a ke & 


p—_ 


4 
of an ague, for which he omitted nothing of Now, £N0vf 


his deuotions, by which he prepared himſels * I 


for death : vpon the fix and twe 

another like acceſs , whereby wpm—mr 
that it wasa Tertian , whereof he eg 
his Confeſlor, who ordained him to _ 
rate his auſteritys , and his long andire = | 
meditations: whow he promptly obeyed w 
ting a Panado , agd repoling vpon 4 ſtray 
bed , but he ceaſed not every day to ſay Boly 
Maſs, cuen vpon his ſick daies.Defiring _ 
withſtanding bis indiſpoſition , to officiate 
Pontifically at Milan vpon the Feaſt of All. 
Saints, he departed from this mountain and 
went hence on horſeback to Arona, about fix 
leagues off: where arriving very late, heforth- 
with cauſed 4 bark to be prepared to go that 
night to Aſcona about four and thirty miles 
from Arona ,from which no body could dis 
uert him , and they telling himthat he might 
defert this journey to 4 more commodious 
time , he anſwered it was neceſſary forhimto 
make it then , for that afterwards he ſhould 
not hauc time. When he was vpon the watce 
he ſaid vpon his knees with thoſe that accom- 
panied him, the praiers called the Jtjncrary; 
the Letapys, and certain praiers for the dead: 
then addreſſing himſelf to the boatmen, ho 
asked them if they praicd to God whea they 
began to fayl, and made them promiſe hin 
that hereafter they would fay a Pater «Avi 
8nd Creed, which he made them immediately 
to recite with a lbwd voice: afterwards he 
made 2 ſpiritual diſcours to the company to 
teach them to be alwaies ready todoin all 
things the will of God , and to contemn hu- 
man and fading things , ſpeaking much of 
death , telling them that his Kindred had been 
but ſhort-lived, and that his fatherdyedat that 
very age of which he now was, This diſcours 
being ended, he repoſed for ſome houres ,ab 
rerwards he ſaid his office ypon his knees, 
made an hour and a half cf mental praier, yatill 
they arrived at Canobium , where he went 
to confeſſion , and fung Maſs : afterwards 
going again into the boat, he ordainedcertaif 
diſpatches of ſome of his, whom heſent into 
Swizzerland. And although that the plagut 
was then at Alcona , he did not forbeat togo 
thither , and to enter into the Church, where 
he made an exhortation to thoſe he found in 
it , afterwards he made the foundation of 1 
Colledge which he had projefted before, oF 
daining whatſocuer was neceſſary for thit 
purpoſe, And in the mean time being ſurprizcd 
by a fourth accels of his ague , be made _ 
to return to Canobium , and there lay tiew- 
bling vpon 2 traw-bed vntill night , coplof- 
ivg this time in ſpiritual diſcourſes with the 


Capucin Fathers of the placcs The next >. 


S. Chatles Borronieus , Catdinal, and Archbishop. 


_— aſter he had confeſſed, he ſaid Maſs;afterwards | 


} + hereturned to Arona , where he retired to 
ws ng the Icſuits : io the morning , vpon the feaſt 
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of All-Saints, he ſung Maſs, and communica- 
ted all the Novuices, and others that preſented 
themſelues: vpon the day following of All- 
ſouls he was not able to celebrate Maſs by 
rcaſon of his very great weaknes: but be heard 
Mals, ieconciled himſelf by confeſſion , and 
communicated , then he ſaid his office vpon 
his knees , and af:crwards he put himſelf vpon 
the river Teſin to goto Milan, where he ar- 
rived at ſeuen a clock at night, went ſtrait to 
his Oratory to pray to Gad , and afterwards 
to bed : then he reigned himlelf wholly to 
the diſcretion of his Phyſitians , and of his 
Conteiior , who hindered him the next day 
(tor that his fcuer was become continual )from 


ſaying bis office with his Almners, one ot | 


whom faid it by him vpon his knees. He cauſed 
an Altar to be made. in his chamber, ypon 
which he made to be put a pifture of the bu- 
gal of our Lord, asallo he wade a ke one to 
be put ouer his bed : at the foot of which he 
cauſed another to be put which repreſented 
our Redeemer praying in the garden, About 
three houres atter dinner, Father Adorn ad- 
moniſhed him that God called bim to himſelf, 
demanding :of him it he would haue the Holy 
Viaticum , to whom he anſwering yes, it was 
forth-with brought yato him by the Arch- 
pricſt of the, Great Church, accompanicd by the 
Canons: others helping of hic he raiſed him 
felt vp in his' bed , took his Rochet and a 
ſtole , deyomtly communicated , & immedias 
tely after recciued Extreme Union : which 
being done. ; they clothed him , according to 
his defire, with one of his hair-ſhirts, coucred 
with bleſt aſhes, Jn the mcan time all the com- 
panies and Contraternitysof the city went in 
proccſſon, to begg of almighty God his health 
with great humility and fexuent praiers: asalſo 
the reſt of the people wasalmot all that night 
in the Churches before the Bleſſed Sacrament 
for the fame cnd. Some cryed about the city 
Vith a.lamentable voice , Praicrs, Praiers for 
the health of our Biſhop : others went bare- 
ſoot, coucred with ſackcloth , diſciplining 
themſclucs along the ſtreets: and the concurs 
of people.to the Archiepiſcopal Palace was 
kuch, that they were conſtrained to guard the 
gates with the Swiſſes of the Gouernor, This 
bleſſed Saint after an agony of three houres, 
n great quiet, wade his happy paflage to ano-« 


ther life , ſtedfaſtly looking vpon an image ot| 


our Saviour Icſus Chriſt, with 2 ſmiling coun» 


tenance, and an Angelical geſture. When by 
the found of the bells of the great Church, & | 


ofall the other Churches of Milan, the people 


vaderſtood that their holy Paſtor was dead, | 


it is not be expreſled, what ſcreechings , la- 
mcntations , and hidcous onicrys were hears 
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from all parts, for they cryed out for mercy as 
in the ſacking and deſtrution ofa city.* 
The Saint dyed ypon X Saturday on the N _—_ 
third of Noucmber jn the year one thouſand Maar” 
fine hucidred ſeventy four , being ſix and forty : 
years, one month, and one day old. Thoſe of 
his family took and kept carctully as Relicks 
whatſocuer they could mect with that was 
about him , and vpon his body. They found 
and executed his will, by which amongſt other 
things he ordained , that a thouſand Maſſes 
ſhould be cauſed to be ſaid for him;8thati pet 
petual Obit ſhould be founded in the Great: . 
Church,where he would be buried at the end 
of the body of the Church, at the bottom of 
the ſtepps ofthe Qyire:the moſt humble place, . 
& molt troden vpoa of all that vaſt Church, 
to which he tcft many thouſand crowns woith 
of plate , and rich ornaments : as alſo he be- 
queathed his library to the Canons , and all 
the teſt of his mouables to the great Hoſpital, 
leauing notWithſtanding the lands which he 
had recetued from his parents to his heires, 
The Cardinal Stondrate, who was afterwards 
Pope Gregory the fourteenth , came expreſly 
to Milan to do his funcral obſequies,to which 
alliſted alſo three Biſhops and Father Paniga« 
rele made his funcral Oration:Neuer was there 
ſeen ſuch 4.concurſe of people ; for beſides 
that all the Clergy Sccular and Regular was 
preſent, withtorches or canidels in their hands, 
the Goucrnorg all the bodics of the officers,as 
well ofthe King of Spain, as of the city ; in a 
word all the peaple wasthereſo fad and affli- 
Qed, that/tuctyj one ſeemed to have loft their 
father, Every Church in Milan celcbratcd his 


obſcquies each oneApatrt , inthe beſt manner 


they could ::in which all the teſt of the Dio» 
ceſs , and cuen the villages would imitate 
them, and there was not 4 Pricſt who ſaid 
not Maſs for him: andall the confraternitics 


' within and without Milan made 4 complete 


Obit for him, When Pope Gregory the tour- 
tecenth had the fad news of the death of the 
Saint , he cricd* out, Extin#a ef} lucerns in 
1/rael,Alight is extinguiſhed in L{cacl : and in 
the firſt confiftory be wade a long ſpeech in 
praiſe of his yertnes : but it was 2 very ſtrange 
thing that immediatcly after his deceale, thero 


| was not 4 Milanoiſe, nor almoſt 2 houſe in 


Lombarcy, which would not hauc his piture 
from the greateſt to the leaſt , and all mer- 
chants, and artificcrs kept it in their ſhops A 
litle after his death , be appeared to Father 
Adorn of the Society of lelus in his Pontifical 
habit , in great fplendor , and light, with 2 


' very cheertult countenance, affuring him of 


his glory ; as he did alſo to another Prieſt of 
great authority & piety one of hisdomeſticks, 
to whom he appearcd in his red Cardinals 
robe, But who will not bc awazed , that the 


| Milanoiſes of their own iaſtind and particular 


motion 
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motion ſhould ſolemnize and keep feſtiual the 
' Gay of hisdepatrture at the end ofone year:yea 
Novun- fait the Eve without having communicated 
BEA it the one to the other, orany of their tempo» 
ral , or ſpiritual ſuperiors _—__ ordained? 

Yea they not only ſhut their 
pleading ceaſed, but alſo they gaue themſclues 
toextraordinary deuotion , andall the confra- 
ternitys &companies went to his towb, implo« 
rcd the charity of bis praiers for their neceſſi- 
tys: which dcuotion well increaſed afterwards. 
Pope Clement the cighth made his Contcflur 
Cardinal Baronius write to Milan in the year 
one thouſand fix hundred and one, that they 
ſhould change the anniverſary & Obit which 
they made eucry year 1n the great hoſpital for 
Saint Charles intoa ſolemn Maſs of the Saint 
that did happen vpoa that day : as allo that 
they ſhould permit to the people their deyo- 
tion , adding thoſe words ot the Plalmilt , 
know that God has made bis Saint wonderfull. 


ops, and all 


He that would write all the miracles which 
haue been wrought through the merits and 


interceſſion of S. Charics, thould vadertake 
an impoſſible work , and for this reſpe& I 
ſhall content myſelf to recount ſome tew of 
an infinity which are found well juſtified and 
aucrred jn the proceſs for his Canonization, 


When Saint Charles viſited the three-valleys 
ot the countrey ofthe Rhetians, it wasneceſo 
ſary for him'to paſs the river. Tefin , which 


| 


| 


aſſuring hinſelf that his ſoul was in heaven 
he recommended himlclf to his interceſſion, 
to be dcliuered from fo troubleſom b| malad 
and immediately he was heard, A daughter be 
Julius Bonaccina,an Advocate ofMilan,called 
Baibaia,had I lore cyc in the month of April 
one thouſand fix hundred and one, and this 
cuil ſo encreaſed that there wasno remedy to 
be found for it. Hauing remained in this con. 
dition about foure months, her mother pers 
lwaded her to doe ſome deuotion in honor 
of Saint Charles, and to begg of him the cute 
of her eye, 19 which the good mother accom. 
panicd her. Fulfilling then their devotion one 
night the loſt-cye was inſenſibly reſtored to 
the maid, A yong Count of Ferratia vain & of 
litle deuotion to Saints, paſſing through Milan 
in Oftober ia the year one thouſand lix hugs 
dredand one, & ſcing in the houſe of Francis 
Moghino,an incumbent of the Great Church, 
his friend A pi&ure of S. Charles, he teprehens 
ded him, and asked him why he made logreat 
account of this pifture, adding certain vaciuil 
words in diſpraiſe of the Saint : whereat the 
good Pric{t was moued, and reprehended him 
{harpely for what he had faid, threatning him 
ſome grieuous puniſhment, for having vitered 
ſuch (candalous words agaiaſt ſogreat ISaint, 
But the Gentleman recciuing not, nor making 
his profit as he ought of this tricadly reprehen« 
fion, he was prelently after ſeized vpon by 


was much ſwelled by reaſon of the precedent | violent continual feuer , which forthwith 
rains ,the Cardinal went through it without | enges him to emincat danger of death the 


any danger , by means of the, coadutt of 4 
Gcatleman of that countrey John Baptiſt Pe» 


landa: but the Abbot Bernardin Tarugi,and 


a Notary Apoſtolical, having flaicd behind, 
they cntred into A greater and more rapid 


cours of the water , wwich carticd them away 
ſo violently , that amazed thereat they per- 


mitted themiclues to be carried with their 


horſes by the water into fo deep 4 place that 


there wasnothiog to be ſcen of thera but their 
beads : which the Gentlewan Pelanda percei- 
uing , he ſaid vato the Holy Cardinal , that 


thoic two were dead men , andthat no body 


but God was ablc to help them. S. Charles 
turning back towards them, atter he had joy- 
'ned his hands , and litted vp his cyes to hea» 


ven, he gaue them his bleſſing, & immediate- 


ly as if the hories had had wings, they leaped 


out ot the water . and got vpon a very high 


bank , and fo the two loſt men were ſaued 
Ocauian Varcie 4 very deuout Gentleman of 
Milan, and wcll affected to Saint Charles, at 
the time of his deceaſe was detained in his bed 
by a double tertian ague , with which he hac 
been afflifted for three months', and of which 
the Phytitians had no good opinion : this fick 
-pcrſon was much gricued for the death of the 
Saint ,and yet more for that he could not ſec 
his body , and accompany it tothe grauc; but 


which Moghino having vnderſtood, he went 
to ſec him, and perſwaded him to confelsthe 
fin which he had committed againſt $, Chat- 
les, and toaddreſs himſelf vnto him, for the 
recouery of his health through bis intercel+ 
fion : whichthe lick-perſoa having done, with 
yery great contition, he was reſtored to his 
former health, and cuer after confefied, and 
publiſhed euery where , that the Cardinal 
Borromeus was 4 great Saint. In1 word, the 
miracles which God has wrought , as well x 
the tomb of this Saint,as cls where through his 
iaterceſſion are ſuch,& in ſo great anumbct, 
that in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and ten , there were already within the Great 
Church of Milan ten thouſand three hune 
dred and fifty votiue donarysof filuer, belides 
an infinity of others, which ate ſo many tcllſ 
monys of graces recciued through the iner- 
ccſſion of the Saint : to ſay nothing oft 
lamps and Croſles of gold and filver , of the 
candleſticks , and imapes of filucr , enrichc 
with pretious tones , and of the ſumptucs 
ornaments of the Altar , which many Princes 
and Princeſſes, Lords and Ladys,and — 
munitys offer there , expoſed to the view 
eucry One, ;ved 
His Holineſs Pope Paul the fifth canon!z: 

him for 4 Saint vponthe Fcalt of AllSaian't 


as. 


&s 


Novey, 


Big, 
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the year one thouſand fix hundred and ten; 
+ and ordained that the Church ſhould celc- 


November : on which day the Roman Marty» 
jologe makes inention of him. 

The lite of S. Charles has been written by 
divers, by Auguſtin Valerius Biſhop and Car- 
dinal of Verone , by Peter Stupanus DnRor of 
Diuinity , by Peter Guiſſanus of the Congre- 

ation of the Oblats of Saint Ambroſe at 
Milan,and by Charlesa Bafilica-Petri General 
oithe Congregation of the Regular Cleticks 
ofS. Paul, and afterwards Biſhop of Novarre, 
out of whom the litle we baue here ſaid ,is 
principal:y extrafted, 
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THE LIFE OF S. VITALTIS, 
and 8. Agricola, Martyrs. 


#7 He Bleſſed S. Ambroſe writing 
WYPMW to Virgins, and diſccurſing of 


EL loweſtate and condition of 4 man, 
i1 no impediment to bis eftetm and reputation ur 
dhes the greatnes of bis birth make bim Yvorthy 
of praiſe , but bis Jaith, For the ſlaue, and the 
free-man are one ana the (ame thing in Chriſt, 
and ewery one shall receive from Gol the reward 
of the good , or tbe ewill which be 5ball baue don. 
Neither does ſernitude take it avay , nor liberty 
give it vs : for both the one and the other are { 
the ſame Weight before our Lord: there is no dit- 
ference in hb reward of 4 ſlaue who ſerues, and 
o 4 free-man Who enjoyes his liberty. For the 
greateſt dignity of all, is to ſerue Chiiſt ; andfor 
this cauſe $, Paul glories to be the ſlave of Teſus 
Crit, for that this ſeruitude is gloriour : and 
ith reaſon does the «Apoſile boaſt of it , ſeing that 
«ur bigheſt z1ory is , that God bas prized vs jo 


much , that he bas bought ws With the blood of 


birteſſed /on. Hitherto S. Aunbroſe tothe pur. 
poſe of the holy Martyrs, Vitalis apd Agricola; 
olwhom Apricola was 4 Gentleman of prime 
quality gm. Vitalis was his flaue, and both 
of. them Chriſtians , and for this cauſe were 
apprehended in. Bolonia, a city of Italy, and 
wartyred, Diocletian , and Maximian being 
Empeross , ſuch cru-1 enemies of Chriſt our 
Saviour , that they were never ſatisfied with 
the blood of the Chriſtians. Agricola was an 
honorable Gentlenian ( as we taid ) and well 
qualified , and had many friends : and the 


Picfident deſiring to texrity him , and not to | after jevels and wee ſtones , Wbich at laſs 
H 


Tom. 2. 


* \rate his feaſt cucry year vpon the fourth of 


the Martyrs , Saint Vitalis,and S. ; 
Agricola,ſaics theſe words :The | 


| 


S. Vicalis, and Agricola Martyrs. 


| Fut him to death, began with his ſlaue Vitalis, 


8,6 


and commanded him to be tormented , and TOON 


radely whipped , to the end that the maſter 
ſcing the cruel torments which his ſeruant 
(uttered, he might conſider, with himſelf, and 
be perſwaded to adore the fals Gods, The 
exccutioners tormented Vitalis ſo vnmetrci- 
tully, that the body of the Saint was fo full of 
wounds and blows, that there was no whole 
part to be ſeen 1n it , nor blood to run out of 
it , it being all exhauſted and ſpent. The 
glorious Martyr litt vp his cyes to beauen, 
humbly begged of God to receive his ſpirit, 
that ſo he might receive the crown , which 
his holy Angel bad ſhewed him, Oar Lord 
heard him, andending his praier he gaue vp 
the Ghoſt, Agricola was preſcnt at this ſpec- 
tacle,by which chejudge defired totertily bim, 
and to withdraw hin trom his purpoſe, that 
he might take warning by the example of his: 
ſervant : and this by 4 cruel pity(asS. Ambroſe 
laics) ſcing that he went avout todepriue him 
of the glory of Martyrdom, But Ag r.cola was 
not troubled at the torments of Vualis, but 
was animated, and more inflacied in the lous 
of God, defiring to accompany him, and to 
follow him who was gon before, and not to 
be leſs valiant in the faith of Chriſt , then his 


- own flau# had been: The judge ſeing him (o 


coniiant , conucitcd the kindnes which he 
had ſhewed towards him , into rage and fury, 
and commanded him to be put vpon a crolf, 
and fo it was don ; his holy members being 
tranſpicrced with many and hard nails : and 
the Saint was lifted vp on high, repreſenting 
by that kind of Martyrdom his Lord , and 
ſhewing how litle account he made of all the 
caith, and that he afpired after heauen where 
bis heart was fixcd. The fame day that Vitalis 
amongſt blows and totments , gaue vp his 
ſpirit to our Lord, Agricola gaue vp his to 
hit vpon the croſs : and the maſter and his 
ſeruant were equal in their martyrdom , and 
in their crown. Thiit bodies were enterred 
in a burying place, and charnel-houſe of the 
lews :and fo S. Ambroſe faies, that they were 
roſes arngongit thorns,and light amongſt dark 
nes, vatill that God reuealed them. When 
they were diſcovered, and were to be tranſla« 
ted , the holy Prelate Saint Ambroſe wentto 
Bolonia , inuited by the Biſhop of that city, 
to honor our Lacd , and to eryoy thatnew 


| treaſure , & for the greater glory of the Saints, 


The ſameS. Ambroſe gaue part of their relicks 
to the Virgins, and ſpeakes thus to them : F 
haue brought you pretiou: zifts , and gathered 
with my own hands , Yhich are the tropheys of 
the croſs , whoſe rrertue you know by the effet1s, 
and the very deuils confeſs it. Let others heap 
vfþ gold and filuer , and let them draws theje me- 
tals our of the bovels of the earth, let them ſeek. 


decay. 


Novex- 


BER. 


'The four crovyned, and other fiue Martyrs, 


decay, 470 ftentimes are hurtful to thoſe that poſe 
4. Jeſithem. We haue gathered wþ the nails of the 
Noviy- eMartyr and indeed many, for the wounds Which 
BER. he ſuffered ere morethen the members in Which 
he [nffered them. We gathered vp alſo the Hood 
wich be shed, and ith Which he triumphed ouer 
death , and the Wood of the croſs to Which he 
Was faſtened. SoSaint Ambroſe , who placed 
this treaſure , and pretious Relicks in the 
city of Florence , in 4 Church , 'which a 
. boly and rich Lady , called Iuliana , had built. 
Saint Gregory of Tours recounts certain mi- 
racles , which-our Lord wroughtthrough the 
interceſſion of theſe holy Martyts: and faies 
that part of their relicks were carried into 
France , and that Namatius Biſhop of the city 
of Auvergne, placcd them in a Church which 
himſelfhad built. Their Martyrdom was vpon 
the fourth of Nouember( on which the holy 
Church celebrates their feaſt ) and in the year 
of our Lord three hundred and three, in the 
raion of Diocletian and Maximian, Of them 
do make mention the Roman Martyrologe, 
and that of Uſuard, and Saint Paulinus Biſhop 
of Nola , and Gregory of Tours, and other 
more modern authors, that haue writtea the 

lives of Saints. 
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s THE LIFE OE THE FOYR 
crowned, and of other fine Martyrs. 


> N the time of the Emperor 
; Diocletian , there were in 
8 Rome four brothers , whoſe 
RK names were, Seuerus , Scue- 
y' rian , Carpophorus, and Vic- 
| NE=51! torin: they were all Chriſti- 
ans, and Sainis , and dehirous to lay down 
their lives for Chriſte The Emperor comman- 
ded them to be apprehended , and to be car- 
ried before an Idol of Eiculapius , and in cafe 
they would not adotc.it, to be whipped to 
death, Being brought before that deuil , they 
eſteemed him as he was, mocking at the Em- 
perors command, Wherefore baving tripped 
and bound them , they beat them (o cruelly 
with whips plummeted with lead, that in that 
torment rhey gaue vp their fouls to God, The 
tyrant commanded their bodies to be thrown 
into the market-place , to be eaten by the 
doggs, but in hue daies that they were there, 
they did not touch them , ſhewing that men 
were more cruel then the fauage beaſts. The 
Ctuiſtians came, and took thern away ſecretly, 
buried them in a ſand - pit three mules from | 


Rome in the way Lavicana, And as 


in his Martyrologe , Pope Melchiades Com- 


do faies _ 


manded that their feaſt ſhoyld be N 
vpon the day of their Martyrdom, _— $ 


the cighth of Nouember, and (becauſe asth 
their names were not known)that they (ho w 
be celebrated vnder the name of the fo 
crowned , althouph afterwards it was ——__ 
toa holy man ,that they were cailed ( as has 
been (aid ) Severus, Scuerian , Carpophorys 
and Uiftorin, Of them do miake mention the 
Roman Martyrologe , that of Bede, and the 
reſt: and Pope Honorjus built 5 Chutch in 
their honor , and it is the ancient title of 4 
Cardinal , and Saint Gregory wakes mention 
of it. The facred bodies of theſe four boly 
brothers were found in Rome, Leo the fouith 
being Pope, 
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THE LIFE OF FIVE OTHER 
Martyrs, Claudius , Nicoſtratus, Sympho. no 
rlan , Caſtorins , and Simplicius, © 


Cy 


| Ogether with the Saints the four 
| crowned, the holy Chuich celebrates 
vpon the ſame day the Martyrdom of 
five other glorious Martyrs , and yaltant Sol 
dicrs of our Lord, who were called Claudius, 
Nicoſtiatus,Symphorian, Caſtorius, andSim- 
plicius : they were all five very excellent Car» 
uers, and the four firſt , Chriitians, and only 
Simplicius was 4 Pagan, Who when he law, 
that the works of marble, and of otherſtones 
of his four companions , were very pettett 
and accompliſht;and that when they wrought, 
all things ſucceeded as well asthey coulddee 
fire, and that he had broken many toolsofhus 
art , he asked Symphorian (who was the chief 
of them) what might be the cauſe hereof? 
he anſwered him , that alvaies when th9 tuk 
any inſlrument into their bands to work th9 
inuocated the name of their God Chriſt: he 
ſpoke to him in that manner, that by the | 
of our Lord he was conuetted, and by a 4 
Biſhop , called Cyril, was baptized, and wit 
his four companions dicd conſtantly fort 
faith of the ſame Lord, For the Emper®7 hi 
uving commanded them to make 4 cfian 
work , in which were to be carued oy 
beaſts, and an Idol in the midle of heme? 
carued the beaſts yery liucly and artifcia - 
but would by no means make the Igol ,! - 
they might not giue occaſion to any one . 
commit Idolatry , and that the work0 = 
hands might not be held for Gods _— 


— 4+ —ml i 


The Dedication of the Church of our REINA 


— Diocletian was much enraged , and comman- 


- vs ged certain Tribun called Lampadiys toper- 
{ Noor gyade them with fair words to adore his 
z *3U wk Godg andtoceaſe to be Chriſtians: but the 


perſeucring in the confeſſion ot Teſus Chriſt, 
he como aded them to be brought into his 
preſence, and all the inſtruments with which 
they were wont to torment the Martyrs tabe 
put before them, that they might be terrified 
with the ſight of them, But this (pe&acle cauſed 
nofear in the Valiant Champions of Chriſt, 
The Tribun commanded them to be whipped 


withScorpions , and by the juſt judgement of | 


our Lord , the diucl immediately got power 
over the vnyult judge , and Killed bum, When 
the Emperor heard of it, out of mere anger he 
wept out ot himfelt, and commanded certain 
cheſts of lead to be made, and the ftiue Martyrs 
to be put into them, and ſhut vp in them to 
be calt into the river : which was execu- 
ted; and by this Martyrdom they glorioully 
ended the cours of their pilgrimage , and 
obtained the crown of immmoitality. Two 
and forty daies alter a Chriſtian called Nico- 
demus, tound the holy rtlicks of the five Mare 
tyrs , and honorably buricd them in is own 
houſe. Their Martyrdom was vpon the eighth 
of Noucmber , two years before that ot the 
$Szints the four crowned : andthe badics of 
both the one andthe othcrare inthe Church 


| ofthe four crowned in Rome: and the Roman 


Martyzologe,and thoſe of Bede, Viuard, aad 
Ado do make mention of them, 
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TYR FEAST OF THE DEDI- 
cation of the Church of our Sawiour 
at Rome. 


mz $5 thctc is no nation ſo fierce 
ATM and barbarous,nor fo lupidand 
DL dull, which has not fome knows 

WJ tedge of God, and ſome Kind 

SES of Religion wherewith to ho« 
hor and ſerye him;fo there isalſo none, which 
has not Churches and terwples wherein to a- 
dore,and to offer vp Sactifices and oblations 
fo him whom they hold for God. This is ſo 
preat 4 truth , that the Philoſopher Plutark, 
although a Pagan ,and without the true light 
of heaucn , ſaies: 7f you trauel through diers 
wuntreys you will find ſome cities without Walls, 
Vitbout learning, without kings YNithout houſes, 


| 


| tures, She calls them Baſilic 


1 


Without viches , Without money, Without /chools, | 


and theaters : bat nener aid any one ſee 4 city 
without 4 Temple. So Plutark, 


heathens, and thoſe that were without the 


light, and knowledge of the true God \by the N 


mere inſtin& of nature built tewples to honor 
and worſhip their Gods in, which were not 
Gods, but the works of their own hands;with 
how much greater reaſon , ought the Chri- 
ſtian, and choſen .pcople of God , to haue 
Churchcs and temples, wherein to adore that” 
Lord which is the true and only God, and 
Monatch of all the creation ? And if in eucry 
well ordered city there are publick places, 
»(igned for different offices , and in great 
Palaces different lodges for divers ſeruices, 
how can it be that in the Republique of the 
Church , which is governed with admirable 
Ordet by the ſupreme Archite&, there ſhould 
be wanting places deputed and propet totreat 
withhimin , and to receive the holy Sacra- 
mentsin,which are the fountatas of his mercy 
and goodnes? And if Dauid with fo great afe 
teQion defired to build a temple to God, and 
to place in it the Aik ofthe Teſtament , and 
left to king Salomon his ſon ſuch plenty of 
gold and filuer, and other metals for the ac- 
compliſhment of the work, and Salomon buile 
it with ſo great ſumptuouſnes and magnifi- 
cence , and dedicated it withar incredible 
concurs of people,number of Sacrifices, ſwet- 
nes of Muſick , and adwirable pomp , and 
hngular Majeſty ( that temple being only 3 
ſhadow and figure of the temples which we 
Chriſtians haue ) it is moſt juſt , that in the 
Catholick Church there ſhould be Temples 
conſecrated to God, and that they ſhould be 
many , and vety Sumptuous, and that they - 
ſhould be dedicated with great preparation, 
ceremony, and deuotion , and ould be re» 
garded with that reverence and vencration 
which is due to ſo high a Majeſty. 

The holy Church has euer had thefe tems 
ples, from the very time of the Apoſtles ;and 


| zives them different names conformable to 


the ends for which they were inſtituted. She 
calls them temples, becauſe in them Sacrifice 
is offered toGodin holy Maſs, and isrepreſen- 
ted to the eternal father that bloody and moſt 


' ſweet Sactifice , which his moſt blefſed fors 


offered to him vpon the croſs for our fins.She 
calls them Oratories , or houſes of praier : be- 
cauſe the faithful come to them, to pray, and 
to open their hearts to our Lord, and to re» 
preſent vnto him their defires, neceſſities, and 
miſcrics, and to beſeech him to remedy them 
as father a 1d vniuerſal pn ->» wy of all his crea» 

S , memories , Or 
Martyrdoms : becauſe they ſerue alſo to place, 
and honor the Relicks of the Mattyrs, and of 
othes Saints in,and wherein to recurr tothem 
in our mileries, and to take them for our ad 


; gocatcs,and intercefſors,and to put our ſelues 


vnder 


$48 


Jf then blind -—— 


9. 


OVER 


BE By 


$49 The Dedication of the Church of our Saviour, 


vnder their ſafeguard and proteRion, She calls 

9 them Churches, Councils, and' Conuents : 
Noven- becauſe in them the people do meet to hear 
_ ®ER, the word of God, tobe inſtiufted , and to be 


- Church , and it was the firſt that was Con 

= 
crated among the Chriſtians. In it he put the "» | 
altar on which the Apoſile Saint Peter hag Novi 
faid Maſs, which was of wood in the form of **% 


; Prophet faid , that God was glorified in the 


. of the tyrants, the Chriſtians could not lift vp 


lite, Saint Sylueſter Pope conſecrated this | 


fed with the abundant and wholſom food of 
Evaggelical doftrin : and for this the Royal 


Council of the Saints, Beſides theſe names, 
Saint Cyprian calls the tewple the houſe of 
God; and the Council of Laodicea does the 
ſame : Forthat in it as in 4 houſe God reſides, 
and is, not only byeſſcnce, preſence , and 
power , asin other places, but alſo in an c{ 
_ and divin manner , and as ſoucrain 

ing, who isſeated in his throne, giving au- 
dicnce ,and diſpatching the affairs of all that 
come yato him : and in another more ſublime 
and admirable manner , which is by hisreal 
and true preſence in the holy Sacrament of 
the Altar , for the company , and comfort 
of all the faithfull :. to the end that we may 
there receive him ,and ſuſtain our ſelues with 
that heavenly bread and take life from our 
lie, and health and ſpiritual forces by the 
other Sacraments that are adminiſtred to vs in 
this houſe of our Lord. But becauſe in the | 
primitiveChurch,by reaſon of the perſecution 


their heads , nor appear in publick, nor ſafely 
make open profeſſion of their Religion, it was | 
neceſlary to celebrate the holy Sacrifice of 
Maſls in private houſes , or in the burying | 
placesof the Martyrs, and in caucs vnder the 

earth : and although they had Churches,they | 
were but tew , and the Emperors enemies of 
leſus Chriſt and ofall religion, by their cdidts, 
and the people Pagans, by their fury burnt, 
ſpoiled, and deſtroyed them : vatill that our 
Lord pleaſing to giue peace to his Church, 
miraculouſly converted the Emperor Con- 
ſtantin , who receiucd the faith of Chriſt, and 
was baptized by the hand of Saint Sylueſter, 
and was cured ofa leproſy which deformed & 
to:wented him:and his heart was ſo changed, 
that in thanks giuing for ſo great a fauor that 
God had don him , be did not only giue kaue 
for the building of Churches throughout all 
his Empire, in which Chriſt might be gloti- 
fied ,but alſo himſelt in his Imperial Lateran 
palace ( which was very magnificent ) com» 
manded 4 ſumptuous Church to be built to 
our Sautour,which to this day is called S.lphn 
Laterans, by realonof a Chappel, which alſo 
was there built in honor of S, John Baptiſt, in 

the place where Conſtantin was baptized, 

This Church Conſtantin commanded to be | 
built , and enriched it with great gifts, and | 
moſt rich veſſels of gold andfiluer , and ador- 
ncd it with an Imperial wagnificence : and 
thee appearcd in one of the walls of it an 
image which repreſcated our Sauinur to the 


-Y hollow cheſt : and commanded that none 


but Popcs ſhould ſay Maſs on it, and that all 
others ſhould ſay Maſs vponan Altar of fone 
and conſecrated. And in memory of this ſo 
great a benefit of our Lord, be ordained thar 
the dedication of this Church ſhould be cele. 
brated eucry year ,and it is that which iscele« 
brated vpon this day, the ninth of November, 
And it was very conuenicnt that this feaſt 
ſhould be Kept throughout the whole vnivers 
ſal Church , becauſe the Church of $, Iohn 
Lateran is the mother , and hcad of all other 
Churches; of which Peter Damian faies theſe 
words: The Church of Satnt John Latetan , as 
it has the name of our Sauiour Whois the head 
ef all the ele : jo is it the mother , head, and 
cron of all the Churches that are in the World; 
it is the top of all Chriſtian Religion , and in 
certain manner the Church of Churches, and holy 
of h6lys. So the Cardinal Peter Dawian, Itthen 
when Moyſes dedicated his Tabernacle , fo 
great 4 feaſt was made , and the Princes of 
the Tribes, of the people of 1ſracl offeredſo 
many and ſuch pretious gifts ; and if all the 
three times that the temple of Hieruſalem was 
dedicatcd, by Salomon, by Eldras, and by the 
Machabees, there was ſo great rejoycing ,and 
a feaſt was inſtituted to celebrate cuery year 
the memory of its dedication,and our Sauiour 
himſelf diidained not to come to it: with how 
much greater care ought we Chriſtians to 
ſolemnize the dedication of our temples , 
which do as far excell that of the old Teſtae 
ment , asdoes the body its ſhadow , the verity 
its figure , the day night , and a living thing 
its piture? And if the dedications of particular 
Churches, bave their particular feaſts , and 
are cclebrated in thoſe places where they were 


- made ; with how much greater reaſon ought 


to be celebrated in the whole Church, the 
dedication of that temple , which is the tem- 
ple of temples, and the firſt which the Chii- 
itians had whercin to exerciſe plublikely, and 
without fear, the diuin myſteries and offices, 
and which was dedicated to the Saviour ofthe 
world, by fo potent and pious an Emperor 
as Conſtantin was, and conſecratcd by the 
Pope Saint Sylueſter , and giuen for 4 model 
and pattern of the coulecration of all otheths 
Beſides this Church the Emperor Conſtantin 
commmanded many others to be built in 
Rome, in Conſtantinople, in Hierufalem,and 
in other places, with wonderful art , incte- 
dible expences, and gifts which he gaue voto 
them. And ſome of them he dedicated w! 

extraordinary powpe , asthe Church of Hics 
ruſalem, to the dedication whereof he invite 


all the Biſhops that wee aſſembled in the 
Couns 
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The Dedication of the 


Council of Tyre : the pious Emperor deſi- 
ring to ſhew h1s faith by.theſe works, andto 


Ss honos that Lord who had gigen him his Em- 


ire, and the light of heauen to know him 
and ſcrue him : and to teach vs by his exam- 

le how due 4 ſervice, and how acceptable to 
our Lord it is to build Churches, and to adorn 
them with boly Images , precious veſlels, rich 
ornaments, and with whatſocuer may cncreas 
ke divin worſhip , and excite and quicken 
more the deuotion ofthe faithful ; and cleuate 
their hearts to God. Who although that he be 
;mens , and that the heauens of heauens can 
not comprehend him, and that all the earth is 
but as alitle duit, compared with his ſouerain 
Majeſty : ye is he ſo good and fo gracious, 
that he regards not ſo-much what himſelt de- 
ſerves ,as what we are able to giuc him ; and 
the heart with which we giue , and offer it 
tim And for this cauſe he receiuesot ys that 
which himſelf has giuen vs ; and actepts' the 
fluerand the gold, the filks and the tifſuc,and 
the other precious things , which we otfer to 


his Churches with a good will : becauſe they 


aethings which we moſt eſteem, and of great 

ice here vpon cath ; and becaule they are 
1 ig- that with them we preſent him our 
hearts, without which nothing is grateful to 


him. This example of the Eaiperor Cons | 


fantin many Princes , Kings, Emperors, and 
holy Popes haue followed, buildingwany,and 
jery 'magnificent Churches, and — 
them with great poſleſlions, inheritances,an 
tents in divers countreys of Chriſtendom. 
They have alſo conuerted ſumptuoustemples 
ofthe Pagans ipto Churches, and conſecrated 
them to Ieſus Chriſt our Redeetaer ; to the 
end that as they had been heretofore temples 
of the deuil , fo they might be now temples 
of God , and that in thoſe yery places our 
holy Religion might flouriſh in which here- 
tofote had raigned facrilegious ſuperſtition, 
and the wor ſhip of the Priace of daiknes.So 
that being taught by the feſtiuity of the 
dedication of the Church of oar Saviour , 
which the Church celebrates to day , and by 
the dorin and examples of the Saints , we 
dught to hold it for a thing very grateful to 
God, and profitable to our ſelues, to found 
Churches and Chappels , in which our Lord 
tnay be »lorified,and his worſhip augmented: 
for it-is an 4& of piety and religion , and A 
teftification of our faith, and of the Religion 
which we profeſs. Eſpecially in theſe ſo lamens- 
able and myferable times , in which the rage 
of Hereticks , armed with the power of cer- 
tain furions and facrilegious Princes in ſome 
countreys has invaded the Churches of God, 
and put fire to them , and ruined them, asan*- 
Gently did the Diocletians , Maximians , ar d 
other tyrants , and monſters, wL.o  criccutcd 
lic holy Church. 
Tom. 22 


Church of our Saviour; © 


Alſo we are to take . notice , that al- 


though we may pray in all places , becauſe *——= | 
God is in all places, and hearcs vs, and he _ 9: 


| we ſhould Fes 
enter into our chamber , and ſecret retire- 


himſclf teaches vs, that to pra 


ajent : yet that publick praicrs ought to 
be made in 4 publick place , which is the 
Church : and that cuen our particular prai+ 
ers , made in it , are more efficacious then 
thoſe whichare made out of it : as Saint Iohn 
Chryſoſtom proves , who ſayes. Some do coldiy- 
| excuſe themſelues from coming to the Chnrch, 
/aying , that they can pray as Well intheir oven 
houſes : but they are deceined, and are in 4 creat 
error. For although it be true that it is lavful 
for 4 man to pray in bis own bouſe , yet it is 
not poſſible that be sbould pray ſo Well as inthe. 
Church , where there are others that help bim, 
and the prater of one alone is not ſo efficacious 5; 
as that which is accompanied by the praiers of 
many. «Anil for this Saint Paulſaies that God 
had delinered him ont of great dangers ty the 
prayers of many. «And Saint Peter as freed out 
of priſons by the praters of al the Chunth.. 
eAnd when we pray in the Chuich' ; we are not 
only afjiſted by others our bretheren that are 
there, tut alſ, much more by the Angels Who. 
| vpon that occaſtin make ſupplication to God, 
that be Yould bear thoſe that pray , and grant 
| them their requeſts: ThusS. John Chryfottom. 
| The teaſon of this is, becauſe the ſame 
' Church , which is the houſe of praicr , and 
| the houſe of our. Lord (as we have (aid) puts 
; vs in mind torecollc& our ſelues; and to treat 
' of nothing in it but of praier. Andſo Saint 
| Auguſtin ſaid : 1# the oratory let no body do, 
, any thing but that for Wbich it was made, and 
from Wwhenxe it bas its name, and is called the 
. bouſe of praier. And beſides all this , to ſee 
others pray fomcats devotion , as Saint John 
Chryſoſtom faies ; and to know that the Ane 
gels are preſent , and the king of Angels in 
the holy Sacrament of the Altar, doth much 
awakcn our tepidity , and warm our frozen 
hearts , and the very conſecration and benes 
di&ion of the Church , inuites, helps vs, an 
gives force to our praiets, to mount vp to hea» 
ven ,andto bring vs thence , that which we 
defire , andask of oor Lord, In the dedication 
of the Temple which Salomon made , our 
Lord faid vato him. 2, Paralip. 7. F haue 
beard thy praier , and haue chfen this place for 
4 houſe of ſacrifice. Jf F shall shut the beauen 
that it rain not andcommand the locuſt to deſtroy 
| the earth , and ſend the plague among ſt my peve 
ple , and they shall conwert themſelues unto me, 
| and pray to me, ana jeek, My face, and do pen- 
| nance for their Wickedneſſes , I Will bear them 
from heauen , and Yill pardon them their ſins, 
and preſerue the land : and moreouer , my eye! 
+hall be open, and my ears attentiue to the projet 
| of bim that shall pray in this place. For I baue 
Liiiz chojen 


ws 


&5r. 


choſen it , and ſanfified it , that my name may 

"qo. bein it for exer ; and that my eyes and my heart 
Novzey- may alxaies remain in it. It then our Lord 
' BEA. Promiled-this to Salomon , ſpeaking of that 
Temple which he had built , and in which 

there was only the Ark ofthe Teſtament, and 

in it the rod , and the Manna , and the Tables 

of the law ;and noother Sacnfices were offe- 

red, but of tambs, calucs , and other beaſts ; 

what think we will God do in our Churches, 

where is the living A1k , and the law of the 

ſpirie , and the bread of heaucn , and the rod 

of the holy Croſs , and wheie cuery day is 

offercd vp the only , living, and true Sacrifice, 

which was figured by all the Sacrifices and 
oblations- of the old Teſtament ? Elpecially 
knowing , that not only cucry Church has 


—_ 


Po 


thoſe who cxcitc vs to pray , and carry our 
Praiers before the preſence of God, ana dit- 
patch our buſineſſes. And tor this rcalon it 


Chutches , not only to hear the word of God, 
but alſo to hear Maſs , and to pray, and to 
go to confcihon ; becauſe ( for the reaſons 
aboue mcentioned,, and tor the edification of 
the people , and the example we arc obliged 
ro giue our neighbours ) it is more laudable 
and profitable to pray here , then in private 
houtes, as Saint Iohn Chiyloſtom ſaies, whoſe 
words we baue cited aboue. But to recciue 
this benefit of the Chuich, it is neceſlary to 
go to it withmuch circumſpeRion, and great 
iclpe& , and reuerence, For it when a man 
entcrsanto the palace, or preſence-chambet of 
the king, he goes very aduiledly /and compo. 
ſedly , remembiiag himfelt that the king is 
there ; much wore ouyht he to do ſo, when 
he cuters where the King of Kings is , and 
Lord of the whole creation, and goes to ne- 
gotiate with him ,not affairs, and matters of 
fmall importance , as ate all the things of the 
carth ; but the Saluation of his ſoul. Becauſe 
we do not this as we ought , nor bear duc 
reſpe& to Churches , we ice ſo many and fo 
gricuous dammages in the commonwealth , 
God chaſtiling vs tor the irteucrences don to 
his temples. And many who ought to come 
to the Chuich as to a ſhop of mcdicins and 
Sacramentsta find health, return home woun- 
ded and poiſoned, making through their tault 
poiſon of 4 wedicin, at.d death of life, And 
{o Saint lohn Chryioftom fajes 2: From bence 
comes all uur euil, and all good is loſt , when ve 
ought to reconcile ourſjelus ro God , and to gain 
his good Will , Ye tebaue our ſelues in ſuch & 
manner in the Charch , and ſo go out of it , that 
we incen(e bim ,and prouke 1s anger againſi 
vi. And in another place he ſaics ; 7 beſeech 
08, and conjure you, that you do not only take 


care boy yo come ta-the Church , but alſo boy | 


its Apgel that guards it, but alſo cuery Altar, 
and thatthe Angelsareour interpreters, and. 


is conuenient , that we much trequent the 


PE 
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| willingly , then in thoſe others of 


The Dedication of che Church of our Sauiour, 


you behane your ſelues there : and that Whenſo- 
*#e190u g0 0ut of it, 30u carry bome ſome remety, "or 


and mediin for the cure of your $1 
Saint Auguſtin exhorts j þ ions, And Novew 


rial temple of God, as his true and (ic; 
temples , in which our Lord Jogos 
| lone ; 
that any indecency, leuity or pratling 3 ry 
1s committed inthe Church, is 3 preat i0jur 
to our Lord who preſides in the Church A. 
to all the Angels that aſliſt there beto-e him 
lo nothing did Chritt our Sauiour (hew his 
zeal more, then in caitiag out ol the temple 
twice thoſe that bought and (old, euen this $ 
neccllary for the lacritices and oblations kr 
vnder the title of piety , and who were onl 
in the court, Or exterior part of the ir, 
willing by this to teach vs the reverence 
which is due to the houſe of Gud, becaule it 
is his houſc, and the houſe ofprater, Godour 
Lord has wiought , and does work continu- 
ally many and great miracles , in favor of 
thoſe who trequent with devotion and reac. 
rence and aſliit in his templcs: and has very 
ſeuercly and grieuoully chaſtiſed thoſe that 
haue prophaned them : yea cuen Pagan His 
{toriographers recount many and rare exams 
ples ot perſons that were afflicted and conly. 
med, with all Kinds of calamities andwiſerics 
for failing'ia the reſpeft which they owed to 
the temples of their fals Gods. And Socrates 
in his Hiſtory bas prudcatly notcd that the 
profanations of temples are fign of the wrath 
of God , and of ſome tertible ſcowge which 
is to befall the commonwealth, And of how 
much the greater dignity a perſon is, ſo much 
the more deuout ought he to be, and more 
modeſt in the Church, and moue all the rc 
by his example; as did the Emperor Theodos 
fius the yonger , who had (o greata retpet 
to Churches , that he fairs ot hioſcli thele 
words. We Wbo are alWaies enuironed With the 
ams of oun Empire, and it is not connenient that 
we sbould be Without our guards , and armed 
men : when We enter into the Church, vithgreat 


humility ve leaue our armes at the door and the 
Diademe it /clf, Which is tl e enſign of the 1mpto 
rial «<Maieſty : and ve do not approach the Altar 
but to offer , and bawing offered , We come out 
into the body of the Church, out of the reverence 
Which Weulv to thoſe places , in Whub the di* 
winity of our Lord is moſs reſplendent. The 
mother of Saint Gregory Naziapzcn (3 bim- 
ſelf writes) was lo 1ecolleRed within herſelt, 
and with ſo great reverence in the Church, 
that ſhe never ſpoke 4 word, nor ſpit inlt, 
nor turned her back to the Altar , where the 
moſt holy Sactament was. This is the ic 
which to day tbe holy Church celebrates, 0 
the Dedication of the tewple of our Sauiou, 
apd that which ſhe teaches vs by it. Lct Vs 


beleech our Lord (as Saunt Augultia _ 


to be in the ate. Big f 
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Saint Theodore Martyr. 


what was then don in the walls of ſtone, may 
— | tenowdon in our hearts of fleſh, and that 
we FD hich was wrought in the material Temple, 
TY an may be wrought ſpiritually in our ſouls, that 
we way become truc and living temples in 
which bis divin Majeſty will dwcll for cuer. 
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MET TELE IOELEODY, 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Theodore Martyr, 


CT AINT Theodore being A ſol- 
Les dicr of the Emperor oft the 
 eanh, and wuch more of the 
/Z Empcror of hcaucn , was pu- 
@-- blicd,in thc city ot Aazalca in 
Pontus where be was, 4 aoſt cruel edit of 
the Emperors againtt the Chriſtians- Theo- 
doreas ſoon as be knew ofit, all on fire with 
divin love, confeſicd immediately that he was 
: Chriſtian, and that he was ready to Gy for 
' Chiiſt, They apprebended bim, but he being 
yong and of 4 Gentile carriage, and well bes 
loved , they took pity of bimy,, and by 2 fals 
compaſſion let him go again , and wiſhed him 
to conſider of it , and that he would not for 4 
nin ſuperſtition loſe his goods, honor , and 
life. Theodore having thus eſcaped out of 
their hands, he prayed continually,and recom- 
mended biaiſclt with all bis heart to our Lord, 
and to anſwer with works wore then with 
words, to thoſe who badict bimgo, and per- 
ſwaded him to adore the Gods, he centred one 
night into the temple of Cybele, mother of 
the Gods, which was neer the river , and per- 
ceiving a very Rrong wind to blow , he put 
fire to it , with which in a ſhort time it was 
burnt down , and conſumed to aſhes. The 
temple being burat Theodore didnot fiy,aor 
hide himſelt , but with great courage and tor- 
titude himſelt manifeſted and publiſhed , that 
he was the author ofthat fire. They appre- 
hended him again , and the judges amazed to 
ſe him ſo vadauntcd , ſecure , and joyful, 
tley wentabout to reduce him to the ſuperſti- 
tion of their Gods by ſweetnes, and proamullcs, 
which the Saint laughing at , the judge com- 
wanded him to be grievouſly whipped : and 
alterwards to be ſhut vp ina daik priſon, and 
the priſon to be ſcaled, and bim to lett there 
that be might dy of hunger. But that very 
night our Lord appeared to him , and ſaid 
vato him : Theodore be couragious , for I am 
With thee. Do not receiue meat , nor diink, from 
men, for I vill giue thee & bleſſed , and an cter- 
nab life with me in beauen, With (Lis com- 


fortable viſit of our Lord his ſoldier was much 


$2 


cheered and rejoiced , finging Pſalms and 


Prailes to God, and a great multitude of An- 


gels aſliſted hiaz, and made him mulick in the 
priſon ; which the guards heard ,and to their 
awazement and aſtoniſ{kment they ſaw him 
allo turrounded with perſons clothed in 
white, who ſung with him. They aducrtiſed 
the Iudge of what had paſſed , who came to 
the priton, and found it ſhut, and ſealed: and 
cating intoit, he ſaw no body but Theodore, 
and ſhutting the door again”, he commanded 
to be piuen him every day an ounce of bread, 
and a pot of water : but the holy Martyr 
would not receive nt, ſaying that teſus:Chriit 
his King, and Lord, would luſtain him. They 
took him out of priſcn, made him greatprot- 
ters it he would fubaut bimſelf to their will ; 
tut when nothing that they ſaid , or did, was 
ablc to m»ke 4 breach in that valiant breaſt 
and armed with the {pun of God, percciuing 
that they loſt their time with him;[they called 
bim ſacrlegious , impious , and blaſphemous, 
and Commanded hun to be tormented, They 
tycd hmm to a bigh poſt , whipped hin, tore 
bis fleſh with reins , burned\his-fides 
with flaming torches, and the more they tor- 
mcrited him , the more joyfull did he-ſeem to 
be : and as if he had been amongſt flowers 
and roles, he ſung that Uerſe of David, which 
laies: 7 ill eſs our Lord at all times bis praiſe 
thall ever be tn my mouth. The exccutioncrs 
tore 42 peeces the ficſh of the Saint ;and he 
lung, as it it had not been he , but another, 
that {uffczcd thoſe cruel torments, Finally he 
was condemned to be burnt ; he made the fign 
ot the croſs vpon his totehead, and in hi 

wholc body, and with great joy -and alacrity 
went intothe fire. He ſaw 3 triendof his called 
Clconicus , who wept, and he ſaid ynto him, 
Cleonicus,l expe thee,make baſt and follow 
me. And ſurrounded on all fides with flames , 
prailing the moſt holy Trinity , be gave yp his 
toul in peace to him that had created it, and 
it was ſeen to mount vp to heaven like a refo 
plendent light, A devout woman called Eus 
[:-bia rock his holy body, and wrapped it in 
I ſhect with pretzovs ointments , and buryed 
it in her own houle in the beſt manner ſhe 
could, in the city called Euchayta , which is 
vader Amaſea its Mctropolis ? The Martyr 
dom of Saint Theodore was vpon the ninth 
of November , in the year of our Lord three 
Lundred and four. This glorious Martyr was 
very renowned, and held io great veneration 
inail the Eaſt , tos the famous vifories which 
lome Emperors 2>taincy over the Barbarians 
thiough his interceſſion. For this regard 
Churches were built in his honor , and the 
faithtull went in pilgriwage to bis body at 
Euchayta; and at Rowe allo a Church was 
built un has hoaos , which remains to this _ 
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choſen it , and ſan#ified it , that my name may 

"qo. bein it for ener ; and that my eyes and my heart 
Novey- may alaies remain in it. It then our Lord 
' BEA. Promiſed this to Salomon , ſpeaking of that 
Temple which be had built , and in which 

there was only the Ark otthe Teſtament, and 

in it the rod , and the Manna , and the Tables 

of the law ;and noother Sacrifices were offe- 

red, but of tambs, calucs , and other beaits ; 

what think we will God do in our Churches, 

where is the living Ark , and the law of the 

ſpiric ,and the bread of heauen , and the rod 

of the holy Croſs , and where cuery day is 

offercd vp the only , living, and true Sacrifice, 

which was figured by all the Sacrifices and 
oblations- of the old Teſtament ? Elpecially 
knowing , that not only cucry Church has 
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thoſe who cxcitc vs to pray , and carry our 
Praicrs befoic the preſence of God, ans dit- 
patch our buſineſſes. And tor this rcalon it 
is conucnient , that we much trequent the 


but alſo to hear Maſs , and to pray, and to 
go to confcihon ; becauſe ( for the reaſons 
aboue mentioned , and tor the edihcation of 
the people , and the example we aic obliged 
ro giue our neighbours ) it is more laudable 
and profitable to pray hete , then in private 
houles, as Saint Iohn Chiyloſtom ſaies, whoſe 
words we hauec cited aboue. But to recciue 
this benefit of the Chuich, it is neceſlary to 
go to it withmuch circumſpeRtion, and great 
iclpc& , and reuerence, For it when a man 
enters into the palace, or preſence-chambetr of 
the king, be goes very aduiledly,'and compo. 
ſedly , remetnbiiag hiomſclt that the king is 
there ; much wore ouyht he to do fo, when 
he cuters where the King of Kings is , ard 
Lord of the whole creation, and goes to ne- 
gotiate with him ,not affairs, and matters of 
fall importance , as are all the things of the 
carth ; but the Saluation of his foul. Becauſe 
we do not this as we ought , nor bear due 
reſpe& to Churches , we ice ſo many and ſo 
oricuous dammages in the commonwealth , 
God chaſtiling vs tor the irreucrences don to 
his temples. And many who ought to come 
to the Chuich as to a ſhop of mcdicins and 
Sacramentsto find health, return home woun- 
ded and poiſoned, making through their tault 
\oiſon of 4 mcdicin, aud death of life, And 
fo Saint lohbn Clryioſtom lazes 2 From benc: 
cumes all uur euil, and all good is loſt , when ve 
ought to reconcile ourſelus to God , and to gain 
his good Will , Ye tebaue our ſelues in ſuch & 
manner in the Charch , and ſo go out of it , that 
we zncen(e bim ,and proucke bis anger againſi 
vi. And in another place he ſaics : 7 beſeech 
you, and conjure you, that you do not only take 
care boy yo come to-the Church , but allo boy 


its Angel that guards it, but alſo cuery Altar, 
and that the Angels are our interpreters, and. 


Chuiches , not only to hear the word of God, 


The Dedication of che Church of our Saviour. 
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| euer you g0 out of it, you carry bome ſome remedy, 9 


30s bebane your ſelues there : and that 


Whenſe 


and mediin for the cure of your $a bo 7 
| Saint Auguſtin exhorts ch to { rota ” 
rial temple of God, as his true and ſpiritual 
temples , in which our Lord dwells more 
| willingly , then in thoſe others of one ; for 
that any indeccncy, lcuity ,or prailinp which 
1s committed inthe Church, is 3 great injur 
to our Lord who preſides in the Church a 
to all the Angels that aſſiſt there betore him 
ln nothing did Chritt our Sauiour ſhew his 
zeal wore , then in caſliag out ol the temple 
twice thoſe that bought and lold, euen this $ 
neccllary for the lacritices and oblations = 
vader the title of picty , and who were only 
in the court, Or exterior part of the temple : 
willing by this to teach vs the reverence 
which is duc to the houſe of Gud, becauleit 
is his houſc, and the houſe otprater, Godour 
Lord has wiought , and does work continy- 
ally many and great miracles , in tavor of 
thoſe who trequent with devotion and reac. 
rence and a(liit in his templcs: and has very 
ſeuercly and gricuoully chaſtiſed thoſe that 


——— 
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hauc prophaned them : yea cucn PaganHis 
{tortographers recount many and rare exags 
ples ot perions that were afflicted and conlu- 
med, with all Kinds of calamities and wilcrics, 
for failing'ia the relpeft which they owed to 
the temples of their fals Gods, And Socrates 
in his Hiſtory bas prudcatly noted that the 
profanations of tewples are i fign of the wrath 
of God , and of ſome tertible ſcourge which 
is to befall the commonwealth, And of how 
much the greater dignity a perſon is, ſomuch 
the more deuout ought he to be, and more 
modeſt in the Church, and moue all the rcR 
by his exawple; as did the Emperor Theodos 
| us the yonger , who had fo greata retpett 
to Churches , that he fairs ot hioſclt thele 
words. We Wbo are aiWvaies enuironed ith the 
arms of ous Empine, and it is not conuenient that 
we sbowld be Without our guards , and armed 
men : when We enter into the Church, vithgreat 
humility we leaue our armes at the door andthe 
Diademe it jlf, Which is tl e enſign of the Impeo 
r ial «Moieſty : and We do not approach the 4hat 
but to offer , and hawing offered , we come out 
into the body of the Church, out of the reverence 
Which weuwy to thoſe places , in Whub the 4 
wvinity of our Lord is moſt reſplendent. The 
mother of Saint Giegory Nazianzen (as him- 
ſelf writes) was fo 1ecolleRed within herſelf, 
and with ſo great reverence in the Churc, 
that ſhe never ſpoke 4 word, nor ſpit int, 
nor turned her back to the Altar , where the 
moſt holy Sactament was, This is the ic 
which to day the holy Church celebrates, 0 
the Dedication of the tewple of our Sauiow, 
apd that which ſhe teaches vs by it, Let V5 


| beſeech our Lord (as Saint Auguſtia ſaic : 


s)that 
what 
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Saint Theodore Martyr. 


what was then don in the walls of ſtone, may 


*% henow don in our. hearts of fleſh, and that 


which was wrought in the material Temple, 
may be wrought ſpiritually in our fouls, that 
we way become true and living temples in 
which bis diuin Majeſty will dwcll for cyer. 
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ACTEPETEEED IDELDLY, 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Theodore Martyr. 


AINT Theodore being A ſol- 
dicr of the Emperor ot the 

| eanth, and wuch more of the 
5 Empcror of hcauen , was pu- 
Ec blilkcd,in the city ot Aazalea in 
Pontus where be was, 4 aoft cruel edit of 
the Emperors againtt the Chriſtians Theo- 
doreas ſoon as be knew ofit, all on fire with 
divin love, confeſſed immediately that he was 
: Chriſtian, and that he was rcady to Gy for 


* Chiiſt, They apprebended him, but he being 


yong and of 4 Gentile carriage, and well be» 
loved , they took pity of him, and by a fals 
compaſſion let him go again , and wiſhed him 
to conſider of it , and that he would not for 4 
nin ſuperſtition loſe his goods, honor , and 
life. Theodore having thus efcaped out of 
their hands, he prayed continually, and recom- 
mended hiaiſclt with all bis heart to our Lord, 
and to anſwer with works wore then with 
words, to thoſe who had Ice himgo, and per- 
ſwaded him to adore the Gods, he entred one 
right into the temple of Cybele, mother of 
the Gods, which was ncer the river , and per- 
ceiving a very ſtrong wind to blow , he put 
fire to it , with which in a ſhort time it was 
burnt down , and conſumed to aſhes. The 
temple being burgt Theodore did not fiy,aor 
hide himſelt , but with great courage and tor- 
titude himſelt manifeſted and publiſhed , that 
he was the author of that fire. They appre- 
hended him again , and the judges amazed to 
ſee him ſo vadauntcd , ſecure , and joylul, 
tley wentabout to reduce him to the ſuperſti- 
tion of their Gods by ſweetnes, and proamullcs, 
Which the Saint laughing at , the judge com- 
wanded him to be grievouſly whipped : and 
alterwards to be ſhut vp ina daik prifon, and 
the priſon to be ſealed, and bim to lett there 
that he might dy of hunger. But that very 
night our Lord appeared to him , and ſaid 
vato hum : Theodore be couragious , for I am 
With thee. Do not receiue meat , nor diink, from 
men, for I vil gine thee 4 bleſſed , and an tter- 
nab life with me in beauen, With (Lis com- 


—_ 


fortable viſit of our Lord his ſoldier was much 
cheered and rejoiced , ſinging Pſalms and 


Piailes to God, and a great multitude of An- 


gels aſliſted hias, agd made him mulick in the 
priſon ; which the guards heard , and to their 
awazement and aſtoniſkment they ſaw him 
allo turrounded with perſons clothed in 
white, who ſung with hit. They advertiſed 
the Iadge of what had paſſed , who came to 
the priton, and found it ſhut, and ſealed: and 
cating intoit, he ſaw no body but Theodore, 
and ſhutting the door again”, he commanded 
to be p1uen him every day an ounce of bread, 
and a pot of water : but the holy Martyr 
would not rcceive ut, ſaying that teſus Chriit 
his King, and Lord, would tuſtain him. They 
took him out of priſon, made him greatprot- 
ters it he would fubaut bimſelf co their will ; 
tut when nothing that they ſaid , or did, was 
ablc to m»ke 4 breach 1m that valiant breaſt 
and armed with the {pun of God, perceiving 
that they loſt their time with him;[they called 
bim ſacrilegious , impious , and blaſphemous, 
and Commandcd hun to be tormented, They 
tycd hy to a high poſt , whipped hin, tore 
his fleſh with reakncks , burned'his-fides 
with flaming torches, and the more they tor- 
mcrited him, the more joytull did he-ſeem to 
be : and as if he had been amongſt flowers 
and roles, he ſung that Uerſe of David, which 
laies:F Yill bleſs our Lord at all times bis praiſe 
thall ever be in my mouth. The executioncrs 
tore 1n peeces the ficſb of the Saint ;and he 
lung, as it it had not becn he , but another, 
that luffez<d thoſe cruel torments, Finally he 
was condemned to be burnt ; he made the fign 
of the croſs vpon his fotchead, and in hi 
whole body, and with great joy and alacrity 
went intothe fire. He ſaw 4 triendof his called 
Clconicus , who wept, and he ſaid ynto him, 
Cleonicus,l expe thee,make haſt and follow 
me, And ſurrounded on all ſides with flames , 
prailing the moſt holy Trinity , be gave vp his 
loul in peacc to him that had created it, and 
it was ſeen to mount vp to heaven like a refs 
plendent light. A devout woman called Eus 
[:bia tock his holy body , and wrapped it in 
I ſhect with pretzovs ointments , and buryed 
it in her own houlc in the beſt manner ſhe 
could, in the city called Euchayta , which is 
vader Amaſea its Mctropolis ? The Martyr« 
dom of Saint Theodore was vpon the ninth 
of November , in the year of our Lord three 
Lundred and four. This glorious Martyr was 
very Ienowned, and held io great veneration 
inall the Eaſt, tos the famous viories which 
lome Emperors 2btzincd over the Barbarians 
through his interceſſion. For this regard 
Churches were built in his honor , and the 
faithtull went in pilgriwage to his body at 
Euchayta; and at Rowe alſo a Church was 
built ua has hoaos , which remains to this w 
aQ 
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and-is the title of 3 Cardinal Deacon, The 
Martyrdom of Saint Theodore is written by 


Noven- Metaphraſtes , and Surius recounts it in his 
xx. ſixth tome:NeRarius Archbiſhop of Conſtan- 


tinople writ an oration of Saint Theodore; 
and Saint Gregory Nyilen , brother to Saint 
Baſil the great, another ; in which at the end 
of it , ſpeaking to the holy Martyr , he ſaies 
theſe words : Although it be impoſſible for ws 
ty fee thee With our corporal eyes ,caſt thy eyes 
wpon our Sacrifices andprattrs , and beſeech God 
that he would bear ws , aud that he Would hear 
thee who- intercedes for thy countrey , Which is 
alſo ours ( for that the countrey of 4 «Martyr is 
the place Where be (uffered ) begg the fauor of 
our Lord for ws thy bretheren , kindred , and 
friends , who are here preſent, and that be vould 
defend vs againſt our enemies , particularly 
againſt the barbarons Stythians who arm them- 
felues' againſt vs, 4s 4 Soldier fight waliantly 
in our behalf, and as a Martyr intercede tonfi- 
gently. for vs, For although thou art in the 
haven, thou Well knowtſt the dangers of thoſe 
Who are ſayling at ſea : obtain for vs 4 laſting 
peace ,that we may emplay our ſelues in /eruing 
bim Whom thor aidſt jerwe , that the fierce and 
barbatous enemies may not prophane the ſacred 
temples, and make racks of the eAltars. The 
wiet that we baue hitherto enjoyed, We acknuvs 
dge that it bas not been through our merits, 
bat through thy prajers 3; and We beſeech thee 
by the ſame to defend ws for thefuture.So Saint 
Gregory Nyſſen. Jt is to be noted that this 
holy Martyr Theodore , is called Tyro , that 
is'to ſay a yong ſoldier , to diſtinguiſh him 
from another Theodore ,a Martyr alſo, who 
was 4 Centurion or Captain. He is alſo 
called Theodorus Amaſenus, becauſe he died 
in the city of Amaſea :and Euchayta, from 
the place. whither his holy body was tranſ- 
lated. In the ctty of Venice , faics Petrus de 
Natalibus, is the body of S. Theodore Mar- 
tyr in the Church of our holy Saviour, that 
belongs tb the Canon-Regulars; but it is not 
the body of this Theodore, but of the other 
the Centurion, who died at Heraclea in the 
tizne of Lycinius. Of S, Theodore , do make 
mention, beſides the authors we haue cited, 


all the Martyrologes. 


; | Nywpha, and ſaw the miracle , and _ that 
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THE LIFE OF THE SAINTs 
Tryphon , Reſpicius, and Nympha, Martyr, 


f 5a Aint Tryphon wasſo devout , and 
.$5F giucn to the ſervice of our Lord 
that eucn when he was 3 Child 


he wrought divers miracles , hel. 
ping people that were tormented by the 
deuil, and curing others of divers infirmitics, 
In his time aroſe againſt the Church of our 
Lord the pesſccution of the Emperor Deciyg 
which was very cruel and terrible : and al. 
though ſome Chriſtians fled, andothers {e1] 
Tryphon without fear of torments, or death, 
animated the weak , and exhborted the pus 
fillanimous that they would nor fear thoſe 
torments, which how rigourous ſoeuer they 
were, end with life , but that they would ſet 
their heart and cyes vpon that bleſſed life, 


A Picte&called Quilinus vnderſtanding here- 
of , commanded him to be apprehended ,and 
to be put ypon the torture equuleus, and his 
fleſh to be torn with iron-claws, and hisſides 
tobe burnt with flaming torches, and his body 
to be bruiſed with knotty cudgels , and his 
feet to be tranſpiciced with burning nails, 
All thele torments the holy Martyr ſuffered 
With 4couragious mind , and 2 cheerful coun- 
tenance ,as1t he bad been in a pleaſant and 
dclightſome garden, A Tiibun called Reſpis 
Cius law him , and wondercd at his ſo great 
conſtancy and joy ,in ſuch ſharp pains; and 
enlightened by God vnderſtood , that that 
neither was , nor could be from any human 
force , but was 4 work above the poyer of 
nature, and proper to the hand of God ,who 
gaue ſtrength to his ſoldier , and made lis 
lufferings ſweet to him , and torments ſauory, 
becauſe he endured them for his love : which 
he would not have don, if that faithand belict 
had not been true, for which he ſufferedthew: 
and inflamed with the Joue cf God, and an 
wated by the example of Tryphon , he cons 
felled publikely , that he was a Chriſtian:3 
immediately they laid bands on him, andtote 
mented him together with his holy compie 
nion. They carried them both to 3 Temple, 
to adore a Ratue of Iupiter : Tryphon fe 
down vpon his knees to make his pratr to 
God : and immediately that 1do! fell to the 
grcund broken in peeces* A Pagan damze 
waspreſent, one of the Veſtal Virgins, calle 
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: fatue by the praicr of Tryphon fell down, | went to the Church, and askedtobe made 3 
\ oP 20d broke in pecces , whereupon ſhe cryed | Catechumenzand at the age of twelue: years, *® 


Þ 10 | | | | IC | 
4 Noi ' out , ſaying , that lefus Chriſt was truc God, | he thought of retiring himſclf into the wil» ,_* ** .. 
BE p and thoſe whom the Gentils adored were fals | dernes, and be bad don fo, if his tender age mu wry 


g Gods , ſeing they were not able to reſiſt the | had not hindered him : but with his wiil and 
praicr of a Chriſtian man,norto defend them- | affe&ion he was alwaies inclined tothiogs of } . 
ſelues againit his power.For theſe words they | piety and deuoton , fre venting Churches, 

F aid hold on Nympha, and tormented her | and withdrawing himſelf out of the noys of 

y together with Tryphon and Reſpicius : they | the world, and conuciling more with God 
whipped them with leaden whips ſo cruelly, | then with men. It happened thatthe Emperor 
that they all ended their happy daies in that | Conſtantius commanded, that ail the chil- 

q Martyrdom, & gate vp their ſouls to our Lord | dren of old ſoldiers ſh1uld be enrolled, & put 

F ypon the tenth of Nouember , in the yeartwo | inthe liſt for the wars. And although thatMar- 

4 hundred and fifty two in the raign of Decius. | tin endeauored to excuſe himſelf, he could 

The ſtory of the Martyrdom ottheſe Saints.| not poſlibly do it , for that his father himſelf 
divers, for that ſome write that they were | diſcouered him; and fo he was forced to take 

Martyred in Saxony ; others at Apamea in | vp arms,and to goto the wars;carrying along 

Syria : others at Nicea in Bithynia: and others | with him i ſervant, whom he treated not like 

ſpeak differently, as well of the countrey in | 4 ſeruant,, bur IiKe a companion, ſerving hun 

which they were born, as of the place. where | as much as he was ſerued by bim, pulling off 
they died, as is to be feen in Cardinal Baro- | his ſhoves or boots , making clean his clothes, 
pivs, The bodies of theſe bleſſed Martyrs are | & ſerving him at table.He kept himſelf with 
it Rome, inthe famous Hofpital of the Holy |-great care ftom the vices, which commonly 
| Gholiin Saxia , vader the Altar. And perhaps | ſoldiers fall into, His treating of his own per- 

, }F thoſethat fay that they dicd in Saxony, were | ſon was plain and moderate ; and he ſeemed 

, F feceived, thinking the place of their burial | rather to be a mork then 4 foldier. He was 

was that of their Martyrdom : and that Saxia | very charitable. He relicucd the neceſlities of 

was Saxony , it being only 4 quarter or part | euery one according to his powet : he com- 
of Rowe , which lyes betwixt Saint Pcters | forted with great charity the afflited, and he 

Church, and the river Tyber : which becauſe | hada fingular grace herein : he viſitedthefick, 

many Saxons dwelt there who lived in Rome, | liberally gauc what he had to the pogs : pars 

aherthey were ſubdued by Charles the Great, | ticularly he was tenderly moued to compale 
was called the ſtreet or ſchool of the Saxons, | fion when he ſaw any one fitting inthe cold, 
and in this ftrect is the Hoſpital of the Holy | or naked. And in this kind of piety he has left 

Ghoſt , and in it (as we faid) the bodies of | vs 4 notable example of his great mercy 3 

theſe glorious Martyrs. The Martyrologes | which was this. Being one day in the winter" 

wake mention of them ,the Roman, and that | time in the company ,otother ſoldiers at the 
of Vſuard , and the Breuiary of Pius Quintys. | gate of the city of Amiens( which isthe head 
city of the Province of Picardy in, France) 
| ox ES. there. came X poor man , naked ,txembling 

SSBB RERBERRREERES | and ſhaking for cold, begging an alms to buy 

0000070000002 000244000020x6 $$$+ | ſoracthing wherewith to cover him: and the 

COYERESR CRY) _ERPRE) | ct ofthe loldicrs ſuccouring him not, Martia 

" caſion to merit , having nothing cls to giue 

- the poor man, he drew 0g, and with 

i TT bio Jas | it cut his ſoldiers coat which he wore int 

| T HE LIFE oF s. MA RT N, ' midle, and gaue one. part of it to.xhe poor 

Bishop and Confeſſor 0 man, and with the other coucied himſelt, as 

' well as he could. This ac of his cayſed much 

MEAS 7 TOETED. ; , | laughterto light and yainmen, but weeping 

a; He bleſſed Saint Martin Biſhop, | and matter ot compun&ion to the {ober and 

& and pattern of holy Biſhops,was | diſcreet. Je well appeares, how pleaſing the 

&&- born in 2 village of Hongary, | work was to God ; for the nighy following 

DJ callcd Sabaria,agd was brought | Chriſt our Lord appeared to him ; coucred 

& vp in lalyin the city of Pavia. | with that pecce. of is coat, bidding/him look 

His parents were Pagans, & according tothe | well, whether that were. not the garment , 

world noble : his father was a ſoldier , and 4 |. which he bad giuea; the day before to poor 

Maſter of the Camp, anddefircd that his ſon | man: and turning hiraſelt to 3 number of An- 

aſter his example ſhould addi@himſclf to the gels that accompanied bim, be ſaid vato them 

Wars and to Paganiſm, But Martin being only | with 4 loud voice : Marten yet but A Cates 

tea years old, againſt the wilt of his parcats | chumen bas conered me With 1615s garment, 50 

Tom, 2. Kkkkk much: 
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euch doth our Loid eſtcem that which is don 
It, tothe poor for the loue of him; and ſo well 
Novew- does he reward any ſcruice that is don him. 
' BER. Martin was not puffed vp with vanity for this 


| were yet Idolaters:and he to obey © 
ſubmitted, and taking the benedifion (0 r 
Hilary , with many tears of them both he Nony K 
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fauor of our Lord, but acknowledging , and 
magnifying more the grace of kcauen , he re- 
ſolued to retire himſelf, and to lead a more 
perfeR life: and in the mean time that he could 
not break the chains that kept him with his 
body inthe world, to live with his heart , and 
defice in heauen, and ſo he did. It well appea- 
red that God. guided , and preſerued him by 
bis hand , for being a foldicr in the atmy of 
Jolian the Apoſtat , Coſen German to the 
Emperor Conſtantius, and the Germans ha- 
uving centred with a potent army into France, 
Mattin asked leauc to lay down his arms, and 
to retire himſclt ; and Iulian attributing this 
to cowardiſe , and to fear ofthe batle , which 
the day following was to be fought with the 
cnemies, Martin with great courage anſwered 
him, that ro the end that he might vadesſtand 
whether his asking of leaue to depart,procec- 
ded trom: the defire of ſeruing God, or trom 
fear; he was ready the day followiug to put 
himſelf when they were to joyn batle before 
the vanguard , without either target , or hcl- 
met , or any other arms , but the (ſign of the 
holy croſs, and armed with it to paſs through 
the midic of the enemies ſquadrons, Iulian 
enraged at thele words , and looking vpon 
them as the brauado ofa ſoldier , commanded 
him to: be laid hold on , that the next day he 
might be put without armes to encounter 
with the encmy.Butall being in ſuſpenſe, and 
cuery one intcrpeting this fat according to 
bisaffeQtion, and exſpeing the event, early 
the next morniug came ambaſſadors from the 
Germans, begging peace of lulian , and ſub- 
zefting themſclues to his obedience. The 
which wasattributed to the ſanQity, and prai- 
ers of Saint Martin , which preuailed with 
God to change the hearts of thoſe Barbarians, 
and to giue Iulian ſo fignal a viory without 
blood;, that he might ſweetly deliver Saint 


| Martmoutof the danger he would have been 


expoſed vnto amidſt the ſwords and lances, 
although he' could by his omnipotent arm 


haue guarded him againſt them. Saint Martin 
Ieft'the wats ;/and vnderſtanding that bleſſed 


Saint Hilary Biſhop of Poitiers flouriſhed in 
learning and SanRtity, be went to him , and 
made himſelf his diſciple: defiring to be guided 
by him, and to'be lead to perteRion. S. Hilary 
would hauc ordained him Deacon, but he 
would byno means conſeat vatoit , holding 
himfclf vaworthy : at length he made him 
Exorciſt, and Szint Martin accepted of it, be- 
caufe it was an office (although Eccleſiaſtical) 
of not fo great honor andeſtecm. Atthis tune 
he'had 4 rcutlation from God to return into 
his own countrey to help his parents, who 


was Archbiſhop of Milan 4 very gical wy 


tock his leauc of him, and ofhus other compa. *i | wn6- 


nions : advertiſing them that he was to me t 
with great troubles and difficulties in _ 
journey. Nor was he miſtaken, for ashe paſled 
the Alps he fell into the handsof robhezs who 
thought to Kill him , and one of theq had 
now lifted vp his ſword to Uilcharge 4 bloy 
vpon the bad of the Saint: but was withhelg 

our Lordlo willing , by another who was nor 
ſo inhuwan : Infine they rock him and bound 
him , to the end that they wight ſpoil him of 
what he bad. They asking him who he wa; 

and if he weie not afraid, he anſwered, that 
be was 4 Chriſtian, and that be vas newer mar 
ſecure , and With leſs fear, becauſe be kney that 
in the greateſt dangers God as moſt prejent tg 
help thoje that confide in bim. Of \uch force 
was the exawple of his conltancy , andthe 
words that he ſpoke to one of theſe theeues 

that he was conuerted , and made himfclf 4 
Religious man , and was hc that related what 
happened to Saint Martin in this encoanter, 
Following on his way , and having paſſed 
Milan, the deuil appeared to him inthe ſhape 
of a man , and asked him whither he went : 

the Saint anſwered bim that he went whither 
God carried him, - Then the devil replied, 
Whitherſocucr thou gocſt, or whatſocyer thoy 
vndertakeſt , hold for certain , that the deuil 

will oppoſe thee, Then Saint Martin ſaid that 

vers of the Prophet : Dominus mibi arjutir, 

non timebo quid faciat mibi bomo : our Lordis 

my helper, and therefore I will not fear what 

man can do againſt me. And ſaying thele 

words the deceiuct vaniſhed, Beingcome into 

his own countrey , he endeauored with great 

carc to bring his parents to the knowledge 

and love of the true God and his wother was 

conuerted , but his father remained 1n his 

blindnes and hardnes, to no ſwallgriefol the 

holy ſon ; although God comfortedhim by 
many others, who woued by his cxhortations 

and example entered the ſtrait paths of out 
holy Religion, He ſuffercd allo much inthis 
journey for the defenſe of the Catholick faith, 
for the Arian hereſy bauing much extended 
it ſelf, and gotten great ſtrength, he oppoſed 
thoſe hereticks with great courageand zeal; 
by whom he was ciuclly perſecuted, appre 
hended, whipped , and publikcly diſgraced, 
and divers waics injuriouſly band! lnſo- 
much that he was forced to return int 

France,to ſeek out his good maſterS-HIaYs 

But bauing vnderſtood , that be alſo was 0: 
niſhed thence for the Catholick faith,be went 
to Milan, withan intention to ercet 4 litle a 
naſtery , and to dwell there, vneil God _ 
diſcouer ſomthing els vnto him. At that! 
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tick , chief and head of the Arrians : who 


1. troubled , and ſoill treated Saint Martin that 
Nor he caſt him out of the City : and he relolued 
18% (0 hide bimſelf with 4 certain Prielt a great ler» 


ant of God, who accompanied him, ina litle 
deſert Lland of the Tyrrhen tca,, called Galli. 
natia. He remained there ſuſtaining himſelf 
with the herbs of the field , vatill that he vas 
derſtood , thatSaint Hilary was returned out 
of ban:ſhment into France, whither he went 

toleek him , and was receiued by him with 
® fiogular joy and gladnes. Here without the 
city of PoxRtiers , Saint Martin built a poor 
Monaſtery tor bimſelt, and for ſome of thole 
that tollowed him. Amongſt theſe was one 4 
Catechumen , who, whea Saint Martin was 
vpon 4 time out of the Conuent, tell lick of 
icch 4 violent diſcaſe, that within 5 tew dates 
it took away his. life, and he died without 
beiog baptized. The Saint returned home,and 
found bis monks much «flicted , for what bad 


| 


fromgdeath to life, the people began to eſteem | 
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S. Martin as an Apoſtolical man, & mighty in *—* 


works. And the Church of Tours being ya+ 


IT. 


cantat this time by the death of the Biſhop, Noven= 


all caſt their eyes vpon Saint Mattin, defiring 
that he might be their Prelate, and Paſtor.But 
becauſe they knew that be would retuſe it , 


and that they could not calily get him out of 


his Monaſtery , a certain Citizen , cailed Ry. 
uicus, fcigning that his wife wasgrieuoully 
ſick , and beſecching him that he would come 
to piue her his blefling , by this deceit drew 
him out of his Conueat. They tock him as it 


were priſoner by 4 great multitude of people 
thatlay in ambuſhtor him , and carried him 


to the Church to make him Biſhop, with exs, 


ceeding joy ,and the vniucrſal conlent of all 
the people ;alrhough there wanted not ſome 
that oppoſedit ſaying that be was a comeampe 
tible perſon, and had no Majeſty in his pres 
leace, ill apparclled, and in a word vawors 


BEA, 


heppencd,and the corps otthe dead man ready 
to be carried to the graue. He approached 
necr vato him, ſad and diſconſolate : looked 
ſiedfaftly vpon him with great techng , and 
by 2 particalar impuls trom God commanded 
them all to go out of the chamber, and the 
doors being {F ut , ſtretched himſelf vpon the 
cold body of the dead man, and making 4 ter- 


uorous praicr to our Lord beſought him to | But whocan explicate the things , whick 
reſtore him tolife : and our Lord did fo, inſo- | this moſt holy Pattor did in feeding and aug- 
much that thoſe who were without expceCting | menting the flock, which God had committe 

the event catring intothe Chamber , to their , to his charge 3 and how well he knew how: 
giex admiration and aſtoniſhment found him | to conlerue the vertue of4 private man, and 
alive whom they were about to bury, The | to add the exceilencics of a publick perſon, 
Catechumen thos revived, received immediae | and-to joyn togetherin one the humility of 
tely the water ofboly Baptiſm andliued many | monk, and the vigilancy of 4 Prelate , andihe 
years; and recounted how that his ſoul being | aSion of Martha, with the contemplation of 
gon out of his body , was preſented betore | of Mary ? For belides his having ſet vp Mo 
the tribunal of God , and that it was condems | naſteries of monks in France, he was the ficlk 
ned to be in certain obſcure and dark places, | thatthere joyned the Monaſtical life with the 
but that preſently after, it vnderſtood by the | Clerical , as Saint Auguſtia did it in Aftick. 
Aogels,t at Saint Martin praicd for it,and that | And he did in ſuch 4 maaner corjoyn Mona» 
the judge had commanded them ro catiy it | ſtical exerciſes with thoſe of the Clergy , that 
hack to the body , and to prelcnt it as from | there went out of his ſchool many Biſhops 
him to his ſeruant Saint Martin. Another time | exccellent both in the one, andin the other; 
having vaderſiood that the ſeruantiofan bo- | both in contemplation , and afion. In the 
norable and .rich , man , called Lupicin , | treating of his own perſon he made no 
had hanged himſelf ,-moucd with pity ans | change : his diet was the ſame that betore, his 
compaſon towards the vahappy man, and | clothes ſimple and poor , ſuchas he was vicd 
with the tears of a great multitude of people, | to wear. He retircd biwſclf into a Monaſtery 
which he found in the way lamenting and which he built about 4 mile trom the city, 
bewailing his caſe , he went into the chamber | neer tothe river Loyre, where he liued with 
where the. dead body lay iretched forth : and | fourſcore monks, who moſt of them were of 
making his praicr for bim , Lupicin roſe yp | noble parentage and before had been brought 
alive , and taking the Saint by the band, ac- | vp very delicately : who for the loue of Chriſt, 
compantied him to the door of the. houſe in | embraced his ciots , and moued by the ex» 
the preſence of all that multitude 'of people, | awple of S. Martin, lived ypoa carth like ſo 
who tull ofjoy and admiration, did not ccaſe | many Angels of heauen. They abitation was 
to plority in Saint Martinthe immens bounty | frait , and their;cells narrow , and cut out of 
and Omnipotency of God, For theſe ſo great 3 rock, and more proper for the meditation 
and fo cuident auiracles of two mcan 1aiſcd | of death then for the conſeruation of life, No 


body 


thy to be Biſhop. But it being the work of 
God, the ele&ion which be had made in hea» 
ven prevailed and was confirmed on carthnot 
without ſome diuin tokens. AndSaint Martin 
was placed in the chair , all others exultiog 
| for joy , and he alone weeping to ſee himſelf 


| ſo honored , and exalted toi dignity of which 
he held himſelf ſo vaworthy, 
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Nova mitted to any one. They ſeldom went out of 
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their cells vnles it were to make their praicr 
in common. They did all eat together in the 
evening, having faſted all the day. No body 
dtupk wine but in cafe of ſicknes. Their 
clothes were for the moſt part of camels balr, 
they ſhunning all ſoft garments, and of price, 
as ſcandalous , and contrary to the ſpirit of 
Religion. Saint Martin was a patternto all 
his diſciples, and by his example incited them 
to all perfeQion, andnot leſs by his words & 
counſels. He received ſtrangersthat came from 
divers parts to viſit him, with extraordinary 
chatity , and humility : and himlelf waſhed 
their feet , and gauc them water for thei! 
hands, & ierued them. And after he had giuen 
their bodies 3 temperate refetion , he gave; 
their ſouls food allo, and made them a moſt 
delicious banquet , by his ſpiritual diſcourſes. 
He never loſt time by day, and the nights he 
ſpent in watching and in praicr. He flept ypon 
the ground couered with rude haircloth, Ot 
food , and of ſleep he gane no more to his 
body , then extreme neceſſity required. He 
kept bitlelf very carefully from judging the 
mtentions of others , and interpreted their 
a&tions in- what he could for the better ; re- 
garding alwaics the fame and reputation of 
His neighbors. He requited the injuries which 
Were don him with praiers, and with ſhedding 
many tears for thoſe who did him them, al» 
=_ rendring good' for cuil to .thoſe that: 
ronged him. He was never ſeen vainly. to, 
livgh, nor to' be ſad ,but alwaies alike ,\and, 
with the ſame Peace of ſopl.,, And 'graunty of 
countenance in whatſocuer variety of proſpe- 
tity or aduerfity, of joytull or ſad occurrences. 
Mercy and charity to the poos ſeem to baue 
been born with bim , and that it was not in 
his power to forbear ſuccoutivg any needy. 
perion in what manner he could, One time 
ooing tothe 'Chuichto ſay Maſs in a winter 
motning, he met'a poor man in ragpgs,& ready 
to perith with cold: he commanded his Arch- 
Deacon tv' clothe him , and went into the 
Chuich, and having made his praier to our 
Lord, retiicd into the Sacrifty to veſt himſclt, 
The Archdeacon, either out of nepligence,or 
becauſe he bad not wherewithall , did not 
help the poor man : who went intothe Sa- 
criſty ,waking his complaint to the holy Bi- 
ſhop , that they had not provided for him , as 
he had commanded. The Saint much reſented 
Ir, and making the pOOT man to 20 alide,, be 
put off his coat, and gaue'gauc it him; pulling 
It ;as well as he could, trom vader his-calu- 
'ble, in which he was now veſted; and-aftcy- 
warcs going forth to ſay-Mafs , our Lard 
would honor him , 2nd ſhew how grateful] 


that charity was vato him, which he had vices. 
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body had any thing proper to himſelf, they all | 
| lived in common, to buy, or ſell was not per- 


towards the poor man, making raies of light 


b 


and as it were a flame offire to come from his 11, 
head, whilſt he was at the Altar ; the which Now. $17 
(amongſt innumerable people that were there **' F* 


preſent ) only three monks ; and 4 Cleroy. 
man , and a holy. Virgin ſaw. But what (bali f 
ſay of the patience, ſufferance ,and mecknes 
of this holy man ? And of the waies which 
God almighty took to manifeſt him to honor 
him, and to magnify him vpon carth? One 
time as he was goirg tu vilit his Dioceſs 


(wbich he did with great care andedification) * 


and thoſe that accompanied bim itaying be» 
hind, be met'with a coach fullot ſoldiers, who 
were travelling very faſt : the horſes ſcing 
bim were aftrighted,and did fo intapglethem- 
(clues , that the ſoldiers were enraged, and ig 
a fury going out of the coach, and together 
out of themlclues, beat Saint Martin very fore- 
ly without knowing who he was; and trea- 
ted him ſo ill that he fell down half dead, the 
Saint neuer opening his mouth to complain, 


nor ſpeaking a word,nor ſhewing any bitter- , 


nes or reſentment, His company that followed 
him found him full ot wounds, and all blbody, 
and fet him vpon his horſe again with much 
difficulty : but our Lord punithed thoſeſoldi- 
crs who had with ſo great impiety daredtolay 
violents hands vpon his ſeruant, For their 
horſes as if they had been of tone , remained 
immoucable. , they being not able to flirr 
them , nor .to make them go one ſtep, And 
perceiuing it to bea chaſtiſement from God, 
they asked whoſuchi poor traveller was deb 
cribing him by ſuch., and ſuch tokens : and: 
vnderitanding that he was S. Martin ( whoſe 
name was better known then his perſon) they 
caſt themſelues at his feet, humbly asking hin: 
pardon oftheirinſotent violence andozadnes; 
and the Saint who bad a revelation of what 
was to happen ,.and had told it before to his 
companions, louingly received them and ob- 
taincd of God by his praiers ; that they might 
be able freely to go on their way. Not isithe 
patience and mecknes which he vſcd towarts 
Bricivs, one of his Clergy leſs remarkable 
who hauing been laudably -brought vpin2 
Religious life , after he was made a Clergy- 
man , began to'be diſordered , and to: giue 
himſelf. to the pleaſures and entertainments, 
and vanitys of the world, Saint Martin ad- 
moniſhed him., as a father , of the ſcandal 
which he gaue with his life : but the poo 
man, did not only not, mend himſelf, nor was 
moved to compunttion by the gentle words 
ofthe Saint,but taking them for ao afrontaod 
an iniury, came to the Monaſtery caſting fite 
from his eyes and troubled countenance; out 
of himſelf, before much people vttered athous 
land reprochful words againdt Saint Marin, 
and was ready to haue beaten him. Before 
that Britius came to the-Monaltery _— 
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| had ſeen two cuil ſpirits , who called him, 
il. and incited him to reveng himſelfofhim. And 
ww for this regard , and out of his accuſtomed 
ju fyectnes » he treated him ſo lovingly and 


35S 
heauen, he began to preach to them the word. | 
of God ,and to invite them to cternal ſaluas *—* 
tion , with ſuch 2 feeling , words, voice and N wk 
energy , that it appeared plainly that it was ****a" 
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gently , that Britius was tonfounded , and 
begged pardon of him, and the Saint by his 
praiers obtained of God that he ſhould amend 
his lite , and ſucceed him in the Biſhoprick, 
2nd told him ſo, and moreouer that he ſhould 
{uffer much. And although when he ſaid it , 
Britius ſcoffed at it as 4 thing void of all pro- 
bability, holding Saint Martin for one not well 
in his wits ; yet after tne Saints death, all that 
he had foretold was fulfilled : and by the vna- 
pimous conlent of the Clergy, and people, 
Bricivs was choſen _ of that Church: 
and goucrned it ſo holily , and ſuffered fo 
many and ſuch grieuous perſecutions , that 
all was fully accompliſhed that Saint Mare 
tin had prognoſticated : and he became A 
Saint, and the Church honors him as ſuch 
ypon the thuteenth of Nouember. All this 
happy ſucceſs S. Martin obtained by his fingu- 
lar patience & meeknes, with which he bore 
with Britius,and gained him to God. He could 
never be brought to deprive him of the degree 
that he had, nor to puniſh him, as many would 
baue perſwaded him to do: to whom the Saint 
anſwered , Jeſus Chrift ſuffered Judas , and 
trould you not baue me/uffer Britius? For this 
fame mecknes , he would never revenge the 
irjurics and wrongs that were don him. For 
this he very eaſily pardoned thoſe that retur- 
ned to themſelucs, and admitted to reconci- 
lation and pennance finners that bewailed 
their faults: and he never remembred them 
more : infomuch that the devil ,as cnemy ot 
our Saluation , once reprehended him for it , 
and told him that God did not pardon thoſe 
that turned their backs on him, and fell into 
prieyous fins. To whom the Saint anſwered : 
If thou vnhappy Yretch Wouldſt cea(e to tempt 
man , and Youldſt repent , I ould not doutt, 
ronfideng in Gods goodnes, ſecurely to promiſe thee 
bis Mercy | 

What ſhall I ay ofthe other heroical and 
glorious vertues of this moſt holy man ? eſpe- 
cially of the moſt atdent zeal which he had of 
conſerving and amplifying the Catholick faith 
In all places ? and of his inſatiable thirſt to 
illuſtrate and extend Chriſtian Religion, and 
to extinguiſh the relicks ofPaganiſm , which 
0 his ticze yet remained in ſome places? One 
time poing to the city of Chartres he was to 
pa through a village where they were all 
Pagans, who all for the fame of the Saint came 
out toſee him, and there was ſuch a concours 
of people that the fields were coucred with 
Pagans, & thoſe that were without the know- 
ledge of the true God, When the holy Prelate 
lay them, he took great pity of them , and 
vitha = aftcQion , caſting vp his cycs to | 
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| tewple otthe Pagans , he defiredto pull 


not he who ſpoke , but God in himes Who to 
give efficacy to the words ofSaint Mattin,and 
to confirm them with his powerfull arm foc 
the good of all that rude and blind people, 
ordained that a woman ſhou'd bring thithet 
her only ſon, who had Cicd 4 litle lit!e before, 
beſceching him to teſtore him to life, ſing 
that he was the friend of God , and could do 
it ſo cafily. To the ſupplications'and tears of 
the mother were joyned the ſighs and inter- 
ceſſion of all that people ; and Saint Martin 
judging that that miracle might be an occa- 
fion of their converſion to the faith of Chriſt, 
he made his praicr, and reſuſcitated him, and 
in the preſence of all that people , reRRored 


him aliue to his mother, who was amazcd and: 


out of herſelf for joy. Hereupon the people 
moued with what they had een , crying vp 
to heauen, ran to the Saint, and cait thems 
ſelues at his feet , beſeeching him to make 
them Chriſtians , he being more rejoyced fot 
hauing gained thoſe ſouls to our Lord , then 
if he had conquered 4 kingdom, or obtained 


any othet temporal thing. With this ſame z:al - 


he endeauored toextirpate the memory of all 
Paganiſm, and ſuperſtitious worſhip , with- 
out regarding either the difficulty of the c1- 
terpriſe , or the hatred ofthe Pagans, or his 
own danger , or the magnificence and itate+ 
lines of the Temples , and buildings which 
were to be overthrown. And our Lord vifibly 
fauored him ,to cffc& all his defigns ; and to 
compaſs whatſocuer he took in hand how 
hard & impoſſible ſocuer it might ſeem tobe; 
He had adefire tothtown down 4 high Towet 
of rich ſtones , wrought with great att and 
coſt, becauſe it had been dedicated toan Jdol, 
And having recommended the matter to & 
Clergy-man called Marcellus, and vnderſtan- 
ding that he had not don it (for that he had 
not engins to throw down 4 thachin ſo 
ſrongly built ) Saint Martin ſpent the whole 
might 10 praicr,and carly in the morhing there 
came vpon it atempeſt of wind , thunder and 
lightning, , which ruined it, and plucked it 
vp from the very fonndations,tothe aſtonifhs 
ment and admiration of all; In anothet place 
there was 4 very bigh pillar, and on the top 
of it an Jdol, and the Saipt defiring to throw 
it down, and bauving not wherewithal} rodo 
it , he repaired to bis accuſtomed atms which 
were his praiers, and ſuddenly there appeared 
in heauen another pillar ſeen by all that were 
there prefent , which falling with gteat vio« 
lence vpon the ſaid pillar of ſtone, broke it ify 
pecces, and turned the 1do} to duſt that was 
ypon it. Jn another place having —_ a 

own 
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high pine-tree , which was there dedicated to 


.the devil. The Pagans oppoſed him , and one 


Novin- of them that was more bold and ſubtil then 
' B8#; the reſt , with 3 low voice ſaid vnto him : If 


' thou haſt ſo great confidence in thy God, we 


our ſc]ues will cut down this tree, vpon con- 
dition that when it (ball fall,chou wilt ſuſtain 
it , apd bold it vp with thy (ſhoulders; He ac- 
ccpted of the condition, They cut the tree, 
and tycd the Holy Biſhop by the feet , that he 
might not be.able to runaway 3 and belike 4 
ſtatue ſtood there without moving himſelf, 
with great ſecurity, vatill that the tree decli- 
ning , and coming with a great noiſcto tall 
vpon hiw, without being troubled he litt vp 
his arm, and made the ſign of the holy Croſs, 
and inſtantly in a moment the tree turned 
back ibe contrary way , and hadlike to have 
faln vpon , and killed the Pagavs who cut it 
down, .Who. at ſucha ſtrange and ludden pro- 
digy., lifuvg vp their hands , and voices to 
heauen , yeelded themſclues to the will of 
SaintMarun; and were converted vato Chiiſt, 
And atter this manner in a litle time by the 
diligence and. vigilancy of the holy Prelate, 
Idotatry was rooted out ot all that counttey, 
and. there. remained aot a place which was 
not.Chriſtian ,and full of Churches,and Mo. 
naſteries; For the ſeruant of God was wont 
when he deſiroyed 4 temple of the devils , to 
bui}d immediately in the ſame place a Church 


a > 


of the,true God , or a Convent of Religious, 


baving (ct fire to an ancicnt and famous tem- 


 pleptibe'ldols, there aroſea vehewent wind, 


which.carricd the flame to the houles next 
vato it,with Ganges of ſpreading to the reſt: 
and it was to be feared , that thole Pagans 


moued by. the ſenſe ot. their private dammage, | 


would xt, thertſelues to rcuenge the ruin 
of dels Gods Whereupon S. Martin armed 
with" the-faith ot Chriſt getting vpon the top 
ot, i;houſe. oppoſed hitalclt againit the flame, 
that came very furiouſly; which ſeing the man 
of Ged,,in 3 moment returned back ,and re- 
tired, itlelf againſt the violence of the wind ; 
andjin.thismanner the houſes were freed from 
the hit and trom the dapger; and Saint Martin 
did that, with his pretence only , which all 
the peaple with water and other remedies was 
not Die to. effec, Another time going about 
to dftroy another temple of the Idols, which 
was yEry tamous,forthe great riches that were 
in it. 4: and. for the.great ſuperſtition with 
which they -reverenced it ; the. Pagans refi- 

1. him ,.and drouc bim away with great 
ignominy and diſgrace, The Saintretired him- 
{c|t, to, wake his praier in a place there by, 
wheto he remained three daies together faſt 
ipg ,,clathed with haircloth,and couered with 
aſtes .; in the end. wbercof there appeared 


armed witha target and 4'lance © 

him that they were Come to help Fore | 
nawe of -our Lord, againſt all that wultitad: ws 
of Pagans, and that: he ſhould w_ 
cently to bis enterpriſe ,and ſhould not fear 
Saint; Martin returned , and threw down the 
terple ,deſtroyed the Altars , and broke in” 


peeces the Idols, all the'people itanding as. 


| toniſhed and amazed, and immovable: & aCks 


nowledging that that work; was not 

of a wan but of God , they were —_ 
to that Lord, who by the means of hislervart 
had wrought it ; confeſſing that they wereno 
Gods who could not refiſt 5 man ; and that 


| he alone, was true God whom Saint Martin 


preached. Nor is that lefs wonderfull which 
happened to him another time in the Pros 
aince of Burgundy, where the Saint going 
about to deſtroy a temple of the Pacans 3 
great multitude of labourers reliſted bim and 
one of them drawing his ſword F came to 
ſtrike the Saint , and he without being troy« 
bled preſently caſt off his cloak and iretched 
forth his naked neck toreceiue the bloy, but 
the wicked wretch lifting vp his arm to iuc 
t, fell backwards in the fight otall the people, 
and was {o diſmayed and aſtoniſhed, that he 
proſtrated himſclt at his feet and ajked him 
pardon. And another time in 2 like! caſe , 


'a wicked wretch going to kill him, bis weas 


pon fell out of his and and appeared no 


- | MOTE, 
that.God might be adored in it. Another time | 


Ja this manner Saint Martin went onexct- 
cizing his great zeal;, in rooting Idolatry out 
of the world , and-in propagating the name 
and glory of God; and the ſame Lord wenton 
ofthe one {ide proteRing and defending him, 
and of the other fide illuitrating andexaltio 
him , with ſo many andſo greatmiracles, 
making him gloriousnot only in the «es of 


| the common people, but alſo before the Frin- 


ces of the earth : as is to be ſeen inthatwhich 
happened to him with 4 principal Lord, and 
Proconſul called Tetradius, who wasd Pagan, 
and had 4 feruant grieuouſly tormented by 
the devil; This man beſooght Sdint Martin 
that he would lay his bands vpon his ſervant, 
and cure him : the Saint commanded him to 
be brought vato him , but the devil made 
ſuch refiſtance, that they were notable roget 
the poor ſervant out ofthe houſe ofhismaſter. 
Whereupon Tetradivs beſought Saint Martin 
that he would come to his houſe, and cure the 
poor man: but the Saint refuſed todo ſo,laying 
vnto him , that he would not enter into 
houſe of a Pagan ,and profanc man; and ypon 
this Tetradius promiſed to make bioſelf a 
Chriſtian , it he did free his ſervant from the 
euil ſpirit that tormented him:S. Martinenties, 
andcured him,and Tetradius was baptized.K 
eucr acknowledged S.Mattin for his: pint 
tather and rcucrenced him as ſuch, But it is4 


vnto him two {oldiers of the heaucnly hoſte, | 


wondet- 
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wonderfull and ſtrange thing |, that - which 1 


' happened vnto him with4 Count, called Adi+ 
ev: 3 Man Ofa fierce ,and cruel nature, who 
” ſcemed to be rather 4 ſavage beaſt then 4 man. 
This man entred once into thecity of Tours, 
with an intention to deſtroy it, putting many 
of the citizens to divers kirids of torments and 
pains. The night before the day on which the 
Count was to execute his cruelty. S. Martin 
being aduentiſed of his wicked purpoſe, when 
every body was aſleep , he went to the pate 
ofthe palace of the Count, and ſet himſelf to 
pray. Whilſt Aditian ſlept very quietly , he 
heard 2 voice which ſaid vnto him : the ſer» 
vant of God lyes proſtrate vpon the ground at 
thy door, and doeſt thou ſleep ? atrighted at 
j this voice , be leapt out of his bed, and talling 
| his ſeruants told chem , that Saint Martin was 
| at his gate , and commanded them inſtantly 
| to ſeck for him, His ſervants ( as their caſtom 
| js ) ſcarce went out of the firſt chamber , but 
they returned back again to their Lord, 
| laughing at what he he hdd ſaid vato them, 
for that it was 4 dream , and there was no 
ſuchman at his gate. Aditian believed them : 
| and compoſed himſelf to ſleep: again : and 
; again he perceiued he was reprehended with 
| reater vehemency and terror. He arole imme» 
| diately , and himſelf went out of his houſe, 
, and found the Saint whom he ſought for; He 
) caſt himſcifat his fect , and ſaid vato him, that 
be needed not to ſpeak a word vato him , for 
. that he would do whatlocucr he ſhould come 
t mand him ; and defired him that-he would 
: preſently be goin, leaſt the anger of God ſhould 
1 come 'ypon ic. The Saint went his'way, and 
, the Count immediately called his officers; and 


'tomtnanded thera to ſet -at liberty all choſe 
that were in-priſon to be tormented : and he 


f yent forth of the city , which'exvulted for joy , 
I teſpiting as it were; and praiſing our Lord, 
h for bauiog delivered them by'means of their 
d Paſtor , out of the jaws of that rauenous wolf: 
, and fo tavenons' be was , that he'was rieuer 
b fatiated with haman blood; and only appea» 
In ted to be a man it'not being '{o- cruel when 
t, Saint Martin was preſent : who ſaw A great 
t0 '&uil ypon the ſholders of Aditian, and with 
cc if breath made him to fly away : and' from! 
et that time Aditian began to be more mild and 
l, benigne. Nor is that ot lels admiration which 
tin happened to Saint Martin with the Emperor 
he Vatentinian the celder , who was- of 4 ſtern 
ng nature , and bad for his wite an Arrian bere- 
the tick /who incited him againfi the Catholicks. 
oR For this caute/ having vnderſtood that Saint 
fa Martin was Coming to treat certain! buſineſles 
the vith him aboutthat which did fiot pleaſe him, 
ed, be commanded-'that he ſhoutd not be per-. 
a witted to enter into his palace, that be might 
l not have the occaſion of denying him what 
w: te came to ask him. Saigt Maitin came twice 
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of thrice , and could not haue audience , yet . 
did not for this loſe courage , but armed him. "—"* 


ſelf with praict, haircloth, aſhes, and faſ' Wot .L 
ting. Vpon the ſeucnth day of his praier aid h LT 


pennance an Angel came from heaucn; who 
bad him go to the Palace, for h= ſhould find: 
the gates open,and the Prince' more mild and 
courteous. The Saint did that which the An- 
gel ordained him , and he foundthe entrance 
0 free, that without being ſtopt' by any one, 
he went to the very chamber whete the Ea 
peror himſelf was : who was in choler toſee 
him, and with'4 ſeucre countenance repre- 
hended his ſeruants who had permitted him 
to enter, and without ſhewing any tiaility to 
the holy Biſhop , he ſat Kill without giving 
him any anſwer. But on theſudden the chair 
whercin he ſat was ſurcounded with 4 flame 
of fite ,andit began to approach necr to the 
body of Valcntinian : and he viiderſtanding 
that this was no human atcident ;roſe vp as 
frighted,and humbled himſelfand tegerenced 
the Saint ? and without any farther delay gran» 
ted him whatſocuer he deſired : and atterwards 
treated him with all familiarity, and invited 
bim to his table , and offercd him divers and 
rich preſents ? the which Saint Martin ( as a 
faithful friend of poverty ) would not accept 
of; and with great edification of the Emperor, 
and of his'Court, returned to his Church. 
As he did not permit himſelf to be over- 
come” by the difficulties and afronts he met 
' with in the things which be vadertook for the 
| {ſervice of our Lord ;ſo was he av litle vainly. 
*putfed yp with proſperity and the fauor of 
| Princes ; but alwaics kept one and the ſame 
tenor of life”, joyning religious modeſty with 
an Apoſtolical Majeſty ; as appeares by that 
'which happened to him with the Ewperor 
Maximus, Saint Martin going to. treat with 
'him about certain bufineſfes of great charity, 
and for the glory of our Lord, he was receigned 
by Maximus with all reſpe& and reverence ; 
and fcaſtcd; and ſerucdas # man come from 
heauen. Amongſt other things which the Em- 
peror did in fauor of Saint Martin , he invited 
him to his table : and at laſt after many en- 
treaties and much carneſtnes having pre- 
tiled with him \,. they ſat down , firſt the 
Empetor , and then the holy Biſhop by his 
fide, and three other great Lords , the one I 
conſul , and the other the brother , and the 
'third the vacle of the Emperor : amongft 
whom did fit alſo 4 Clerick'that accompanied 
$'Martin. [n (he midle of the feaſt according 
to the cuſtom of the countrey they brought 4 
oceat cup of wine, and ſet it betore the Em» 


| 


{ peror that he avight krink'of it, He out of the 


ceſpe& which be had to Saint Mattin , Conte 
manded the cup to be giuen him that he might 
drink fiſt , thinking atterwards to receive it 
'txom bis band { but the great Prelate —_— 
taſte 


26r 


[1 


11. 


Nove- the table (although the Emperor himlclf was 


SB R, 


- diftexent way ) it is not lefs admirable that 


taſted the wine, forthwithgaue the cup to his 
Clerick: judging that there was no perſon at 


there )that ought to be be preferred before a 
Prieſt, Which although it ſeemeda new thing, 
& not vſed by other Biſhops ( who ſometimes 
behaue themſclues vaworthily in Courts, 
and to_ingratiate themſelves with the fauo- 
rites of Princes, leſſen and villity their dignity) 
and although it had the ſemblance of a con- 
tempt , yet it gave great edification to the 
Einperor, and to the other Lords that were 
there , for they held Saint Maitin for a man 
more diuin, then human. Nor was the honor, 
which the Empereſs , wite to Maximus did 
the Saint, leſs to be eſteemed and admired, 
This Princeſs came oftentimes with hcr huſ- 
band to hear the diſcourſes of the bleſſed Bi- 
ſhop, and the words of life which he ſaid vato 


them:to incite them to the contempt of the 


yncertain*things of this world, and to make 
them in loue with , and to inflame them with 
a deſire of eternal things. And reverencing 
with a lively faith ,and a moſt chaſt affe&ion 
the perſon of Chriſt in Saint Martip ( behides 
her fitting many tics at his feet ike another 
Mary Magdalen at the feet of Chriſt ) ſhe 
would alſo exerciſe towardshim the office of 
Martha. Wherefore ſhe beſought bim,and im- 
portuned him, to permit herto ſerue him,and 
to take 4 ſober reteion from her hands: and 
the Saint hauing oftentimes denied her ( for 
that be took no guſt in ſuch hke cntertain- 
ments of women) ſke interpoſed the authority 
of the Emperor : to whom theSaint ſubmitted, 
the more to ingratiate himſelf with him , in 
order to the obtaining of him the things which 
he prctended forthe divinſernice. The deuout 
Empercſs , herſelf made himto fit down to 
table, and gaue him water for his hands, and 
brought in the meat, which ſhe berſelt had 
dreficd , and ſerued him with diink,and Rood 
all the time of his reteion : doing the office 
of an humble maid-ſcruant , with eyes caſt 
down , and witha hart full of joy , and intent 
ypon the ſcruice of the holy Biſhop, Aﬀtcr- 
wards ſhe took away the table , and gathered 
yp the remains, cuen to the very crumms of 
bread, cſtecming themas pretious relicks,and 
as 4 great treaſure, A rare exawple this in ſo 
great 4 Princeſs, of the reverence which we 
owe to the Saints , and of the reſpe@ with 
which we ought to treat Prieſls and Piclates: 
and much to be taken notice of in the degene- 
zxated and corrupt age in which we live, Ad- 
wirable was the humility and devotion of the 
Empereſs,in honoriog our Lord in his ſeruant, 
and in teſtifying the eſteem which ſhe had of 
that moſt holy Prelate , whom fhe ſerued and 
reyerenced vpon earth, as if he had been come 
down from heaucn. But (although in 3 quite 


Saint Martin, Bishop and Confeflor. 


which 4 holy Virgindid to Sai 
in contempt of by but © of hey epn alot 
chaſtity , and the 


and of an extraordinary vertue , w 

might live morereticedly,and out 45 G 5 
and dangers of men , had withdrawn herſelf 
to a certain houſe of her own in the countre 
where ſhe lived many years with great re = 
for ſanRity, Saint Martin in 3 journey oalſn 
ncer the place , where that Virgiadwelt:agg 
deſiring to hanor her , and to cncourape her 
in her holy purpoſes , reſolued to give her 
viſit, and todo that for her which he was not 
wont to do for qther women, tor he did not 
vic to viſit them. When the Saint being to 
come ncer the door of her houle, they aduere 
tiled the Virgin of the great fauor that God 
had don her , that ſo eminent and worthy 
man ſhould come to viſit her, all belicged 
that ſhe would lift vp her hands to heaven in 
thanks giving , and receiue him according to 
his deſerts, and take it as a proof of her deygs 
tion and retirement to fee Saint Martininher 
houſe. But ſuch was her recolle&ion, that ſhe 
ſent to beſeech the Saint , that he would not 
come to ſee her , to the end that the door of 
her houſe might be ſhut to all other wen,ſcing 
that ſhe had refuſed to open it to one that 
was more then a man, The Saint accepted of 
her excuſe, and praiſed ber, and vnderſtood, 
bow tender ſhe was , and zcalous of preſer- 
uing her chaſtity , who would not be ſeed by 
4 man, no not by Saint Martin himſgifAfters 
wards the holy Virgin fent him certain p 
ſent by way of 4 refreſhment, and the Saint 
accepted of it with 3 good will , ſaying, that 
it was not reaſonable that A Prieſt ſhould re 
fuſe that which that boly Virgin ſent him, 
ſcing ſhe deſerued to be preferredbefore many 
Prieſts. But thoſe who were in his company, 
wondered that that he did receive it, for that 
he was neuer wont -to receive any prelen 
that was ſent him, Saint Seuervs Sulpitius ha« 
uing recounted the example of this Virgin, 


| ſaics theſe words: Let Tirgins bear this ex- 


ample , and to the end that bad men may mit 
boxer about their doors, let them Jbut them euen 
againſt the good: and to theend that the jcandee 


| lows may not bawe free atceſs wnto them, let the 


not fear modeſtly to exclude een Prieſts. Let a 
the world know , that 2 certain Virgin would at 
permit heſelf to be ſeen by Saint Martin. Sbt 
did not only 1jef ſome ordinary Prieſt but bt 


 Yould not be ſeen ener by him that gawe beakth 


to thoſe Who [av him. So Sulpitius. 
But what wonder is it that Saint Martin 
was ſo paticnt , ſo meck , ſo zealous of 
glory and of the propagating of his Religion: 
lo couragious = conſtant in the diſgraces, 
and ſo humble and modeſt in the fauors of 


Princes ,of ſo excellent and magnanimous 3 


ſpint, 


of het eltcem of 11, 
| arc Which ſhe had to a Non 
ſerue it. There was a certain Virgin of quality ** 
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1-— ſpirit, ſuperior to all chances proſperous or | 
I 4dvers of this world: ſeing that although he 
$50 was in it with his body , with his heart he 
as dwelt alwaics in heaucn , and by means ot 
prater recreated himſelf , and entertained 
bimſclf with cur Lord, and with'the bleſſed 
ſpirits of his celeſtial court ? He was alwaies 
preſent with God , and ſaw God in all the 
cicatures, and they ſerued him asa book in 
which he rcad, and contemplated the infinite 
perfeions of their Creator : and out of all 
things he drew delicate conceits , and profi- 
table documents ; and ſimilitudes proper for 
the edifying of thoſe who treated with bim, 
In the Church be was with ſo great deuotion 
and reverence , that no body cucr ſaw hiw 
fir in it, but was alwaies vpon: his knees or 
ſtanding, and with a pale and fearful counte- 
nance and being asked the reaſon of it, he 
. aid ; Would you not bane me fear ;, When I am 
in the preſence of God; He was often viſited by 
the holy Angels , by Saint Peter , by S. Paul. 
by Saint Tecla, by Saint Agnes, and by the 
Queen of Angels'and 'our Lady the Virgin 
Mary: As be was offering the holy Sacrifice of 
Maſs ,chis hand was ſeen adorned with moſt 
-tich pretious ſtones: andinall things he'was 
exceedingly comforted and favored by. our 
Lord; And he _ cleet and ery 
light by means; yu ; that: nothin 
jon Parmar ry and with &gecatfacility 
bediſtinguiſhed darknes from light; arid the 
: dectits and fnaits of Sathain pfrom:tcuc-and 
folid divin viſitations;'us appeares:byawhat 
:he-oriteiidid. Not farfrpaithe Mobaficty of | 
-SaiotMartin thete:waba place much frequen- 
te} by the peoplo tbeataſethey thiught that 
; there were there <brtain/Relicks: of Martyrs, 
ai;for that ſome precedent . Biſhopy : had 
:madd ag-iAltar there] pen Aoghaint 
: Kartit ariquiring) into: the Qrigin of that de» 
\dovcw 20d firing ma good grand for it, 
A d it ; and zeſolbed not:to'go'ito the | 
{prcſence,nor take awwypthe peoples denotion. 
7 mers 4 Cem. with ic ſochn few? of his 
\Religioaa, be went tojt and: made» Hisi praier 


| exching bim; that he wquldreucal 
yntabini.y bat was imtbatSepulcher,Ptcfently 
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of thoſe that arc to be canonized : that none 
way be propounded to the faithful for Saints, "© 
but tholethatare mot certain , and moſt aſſu= g,,,z...5 
rediy ſuch. The common cnemy endeavoring » # «, * 
to deceive him , one day when Saint Maitin 
was praying in his ccll , he came to him enui- 
roned with light,clothed in Royal robes, with 
i crown ofgold and pretious ſtones,vpon his 
head ,and his ſhoos rich and wonderfully gilt, 
with 4 gracious and pleaſant countenance; ſo 
that he appeared tobe nothing leſs then what 
he was. Saint Martin at the firſt fight of hind 
was ſomwhat in ſuſpens, vatill the devil told 
him, that he was Chriſt, who.was come down 
from heaven to caith , and that his pleaſure 
was to viſit him , and maoitelt himſelf firſt to 
him before he would ſhew himſclt to others; 
But the Saint vaderitanding by divin Reucla- 
tion, that he was not Chritt, but Antichiiſt; 
and'the enemy of all truth, anſwered him: 
Otrr Lord Feſus Chriſt did not ſay , that be was 
to' come clothed with parple , and crovoned and 
adornedwith 4 diadem; nor Will 1 ener belieus 
that be is Chrifh, who sball not come in the habis 
"und figure its Which-Chriſt ſuffered , and, chal 
wot bring the ſigns of the Croſs in his body. At 
theſe 'words the enemy. of mankind vaniſhed 
away i4ike ſmoke, leauing in. the tell ſuch 42 
filthy-acnd abominablc ftink, that italone was 
ſufficient todeclate who he was ; and what he 
. pretended. lt is not;caſy to belicue how much 


-this'dealt feated SaimMartta , who deſpiled 


and: contertned him; loſomuch that having 
deocived a Eertaithl monk, called Anatolius, 


With idiuers/iltotibas, for which the.poor marr 


:page wo-vniderſtatidtbat: Angels vititcd him : 
ogetlHiat tuiswas true, one night he. ap- 
arch amongſt the othtt monks very glori- 
!ods;clothed in'a'rich-tobe: wtought with cx» 
'traordinary art-ButulifuſpeRing and fearing 
:(taftic ſhould be (whatindeed it was) a deceit 
-ofthe enemy , andeartyingthe.monk fo clo« 
thed,, asit were by'faxce to Saint Martin, that 
robe vaniſhed andthe devils diſcoueretl the 


| cheat , and. dared niet to appear-before the 


Saint: knowing: well that all that obſcurity 


| 'muſtneeds yaniſh in/the preſetace of (o great 


light. For Saint Martin had 40 great power 
ogct the devils; that when they cartied to the 


'heſawi horcid and dreadfull fhadow 5 whom 
heicommended to-1cll bim -whobe was2 He 
.anfixeredthiat he:wasthe ſoul of thict, who 
: bad beeo:put to deaths: for his offences, and 
_ *"athanared as 4 Martyr:through the miſtake 


| 


Church thoſe that were tormented by them, 
that the Saint might cure thewh; be going torth 
of the -6cll of his Monaſtery ta come to the 
city , they would.make fuch trighttul geſtures, 
and ſuckchofrid howlings , that inſtantly they 
knew for certain , that the holy Biſhop was 
coming to the Church, He did not caſt out 
the devils with threats , clamoars., and ter- 
rors (as other exotctits are, wont to do ) bug 
clothed with rigid baircloth and covered with 
aſbes be proſtrated himſelf vpon the ground, 


b :ofthei-prople £ but that be was far from the 
| <0ndition of the Martyrs , for that they were 
by in glory.,and he in the pains of hell, Vpon 
r [this the. Saint commanded- the: Altar 1o be 
4 thiown down, and treed the people from that 
error, And for this example, and ſome others 
3 ' Which have bappened , the holy Church 
i, wakes ſo ſtrift an examen of the lie & mizacles { 


Tom. 24 


and with the armes of holy praicr tubducd 
them and made them to yeeld, 
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Saint Martin, Bishop and Confeſlor. 


So great were the miracles whichs. Martin 


wrought in this kind , and in all others, for 


the hcaith of ſouls ,and bodies, and for the 
remedy of all the cuils of thoſe that recom- 
mended themſelues vnto him, that they can 
not be recounted in a few words. Thole that 
will may ſee them in Saint Seuerus Sulpitius, 
who although he wrote many , faics they are 
but few , in teſpect of thole which be omitts: 
and in Saint Gregory of Tours, who writ 
four whole books of the miracles ot S. Martin. 
We ſhall content our felucs to lay in brict, 
that this woſt holy man was ſo miraculous and 
ſo enriched with diuin prodigics , that God 
ſecmes to have made him Lord over all the 
creatures : and to bauec giuen him dominion 
oucr the dcuils and ouer men ; ouer the hea» 
uens and ouer the elements ; ouer all diſcalcs, 
and over death it ſelf; over the birds , fiſhes, 
and beaſts ; and that by his praicr , by his 
word , by his invocation , by oy] bleſt by him, 
and by the briſtles of his Þail ſhire, and by the 
duſt of his Sepulcher , and by the name only 
of Martin , our Lord wrought innumerable 
miracles, in his lite and atter his death, to 
wake him glorious , and vencrable through- 


out the whole world: And our Lord did not: 


only work miracles through the interceſſion 
of Saint Martin for the benefit of many. others, 
but alſo to deliver him out of the dangezs in 
which he was, As it happened to him once, 
v hen being aſleep yponthe ground, the chame 


ber was ſet on fire in which he was, &the _ 


awaking, and icing himſelt ſurrounded on al 
fides with the flaties , and endeavoring to 
open the door which was' fhut,, he couldnor: 
but turning himſclf to God he ſet himſclt to 
pray in the midle of the tlanies, which retired, 
and gathered themſclues together , and fied 
away, and the fire went out, and he remained 
free , and without any barm. Aſtcrwards he 
accuſed himſelt for his flownes in recurring to 
praicr , and in muKking the fign ofthe croſs, 
and for having vicd other human means firſt. 
He had alſo the gitt ot Piophely, and cnligh- 
tened by the {pirit of heaven , be told things 
that were to happen, long betore they did 
happen : amongſt which he couniclled Maxi- 
mus the Emperor, not to go into Italy : for 
that it he went although in the beginning he 
ſhouldget the vifto: y ouer the Emperor Uas 
lentinian , yet atterwards he ſhould þe ouer- 
com, and be ruined, as he was. : 
Although that this molt glorious Prelate 
was lo admirable, and fo great in the eycs of 
God, yet did he permit him to fall intoatault, 
for cur example and admonition: and-it was 
this: the Eapezor Maximus bauing comman- 
ded the heretick Piitcallian to be killed , ypon 
the acculation and indiicreet zeal of certain 
Biſlops, who made him Iudge in that Eccle> 
fiatucal Caulc : and they beipg for this excom- 


municated, and the other Biſhops 
cating with them , to flattez Mz 
Martin came to Treuers where t 
was, to treat with _ about cert 
great impor tance for tizx good of the Ch 
And he retuling at fiſt to cr——— 
conuers with thoſe Biſhops, beczuſc be la 
they were ſeparated from the communica of 
the Church , aftterwaids he permitteg huntel 
to be oyrrcom: becauſe the Emperor much 
reſented his not doing of it, and he defiredry 
gain his good will, that he wight obtcin of 
him more cafily 4 good diſpatch of the buli- 
nefles Le can.c about. But afterwards he 4d 
ſo bewail þjs fault, that to comfort him, it was 
neceſlary that God ſhould ſend him an Ange! 
who told him, that with good reaſon he - 
lorry ,and bewailed that his fault, although 
he was ſomew hat «xculable , for that his end 
in it was the better to aduance the affairs of 
God ; but that he ſhould amend hinijelf and 
recouer his former conſtancy, And when als 
terwards he did not caſt out devils out of the 
bodies they polleſt, nor cured the fick to eahly 
as be was wont , he ſaid withmany tears,that 
for hauing communicated withthoſe Biſhops, 
that were ſeparated trow the Church ( al- 
though it was but for 4 ſhort tive, and that 
he was compelled by neceflity) God had cha, 
ſiſed him and diminiſhed his grace of wor- 
king miracles : and the fixtecn years; thathe 
liucd afterwards, he. augided with greatcarc 
the aſſemblies of Biſhops ; that he mipht not 
fall 1nto the like danger.:': 1 
Ourcholy Biſhop had now attained to the 
age of fouricoie and:f1x-years ; very anzi- 


communi. 


- ous to: ſet bimſclt free:ftrom the wiſerics of 


this lite ,and toenzoy inthe other thefight of 
our Lotrd.'and he had-;a reuclation tha God 
would accompliſh bisdefires, and that hisend 
was at hand: and he clecie|y toldhisdiſeiples 
as wuch::but be-d1d not for: this ceaſe towateh 
oucr his flock. & to-do:the office of & vigilant, 
and carctult Paſtor, For there hagivg bappe» 
ned at. that time a certain differenceamonght 
the :Cleticks of A'place ;; called: Condatum, 


he refolued co goin i1perfon toaccord them, 


judging, that he 'topld pot cnd'bis Jifemore 
bappily , then by leaving. all his Chutohesin 
good peace and concord. Having then goÞ, 
and compoſed things according to:his delue, 
when he was ready t&5eturn to hisMonaftery, 
he began to feel 4' great weaknesyand want 


of forces ; and calling together his diſciples, be 


rold them, that now bis bouſe of clay 'was 
ready to fall , and that he muſt of neceſlity 
lcaue them. They all preſently made 2 great 
cry to heaven , and with ad fighs, lobs, and 
tears, ſaid vato him : #oly Father , Kby 40308 


| forſakews? To Yhom ro you leaue vs diſconſolate, 


and i fflifled? The hungry Yolues Will fall upon 
this your flock; and the shepheard teing _ 
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who hall be able to defend it againſi them ? we 


il. well know your anxious , and ardent deſires to 


' More= [pp Chriſt but your reward is ſecure , and to baue 
KR Fitts ©; layed for 4 litle time Youll not diminish it. 


Hane regard to our neceſſity , Who are in Jo ma: 
nifeſt danger. The leruant of Chriſt could not 
but be toucht with compaſſion , when he 
heard the ſorrowtull words of his diſciples , 
nor could he hold from weeping with thoſe 
that wept , and lifting vp his cyes to heauen, 
with great affettion he ſaid : O Lordif F be 
9e4 neceſſary to thy people, 1 do not fly the labour, 
thy muſt boly Will be don in all things.By which 
words he ſhewedthat he was in fuſpenſe and 
that he knew not whichof the two he ought 
to choole , wheiher to remain vpon carth for 
Chriſt , or to leaue earth for the ſame Chriſt: 
and he gave vsan example, thatin all things 
we ought to remit our {clues to the will of 
our Lord, and to put our ſelues into his blel(- 
ſed hands , with indifferency , that he may 
do with vs in all things what ſhall plecaſc 
him. And ſo Saint Bernat4 ſpeaking of this 
reſignation of S, Martin , faies theſe words : 
Glorious Saint you haut offtred your only ſon 
I/aach, whom y.# (0 much lowed, aud on yoar part 
baue ſacrificed hum. You baue immolated with 
4 pious dewotion the ſingular joy of yorr beatt , 
beirg ready to return once more to dangers, and 


' to fizbt again , and to vndergo ne lavours , to 


ſuffer tribulations, to prolong temptations, atid 
to deferr that ſo great bappines, and deſired com- 

any of the bleſſed ſpirits , being now at the gare 
of your glory , to return back, to the miſeties of 
this life : and that Which is yet more difficult to 
bed longer time ſeparated from Chriſt , if the 
fame Chreſt would haue bad it ſo. Thus Saint 
Bernard, He was very fick of 4 violent feuer, 


. but tor all that he would not inthe leaſt re- 


mitth* rigour of his praiers and mededitation, 
ſaid, ypon the ground in A bed of afhesand 
har rig , ſuſtaining the weaknes of his body 
Mak ie fervor, of his ſpirit, affirming that a 
#1 iſtian ought to dy in that manner, and 4 
ſoldiex with his armes in his hand. Andlying 
Ypon his back,and looking vp to heauen with 
preat attention, they beſought him , that he 
yould at leaſt turn on oneftde,to give himſelf 
alitle-caſe : but the Saint anſwered : Permit me 
bretberen, ro look 1ather wpon beauen, then vpon 
earth , that my ſout may go its dire Way to its 
Creator. After this he law the devil, who pla» 
ced himſelf before him , and the Saint with 
great courage. and confidence faid vnto him: 
That doeft thow bere 6 bloody beaſt? T bout (halt 
wot find in me , Traytor, any thing that is thine, 
the boſom of eAbrabam sball recciue me. And 
having ſaid this he expired. Who can promife 
himſelf to be exempt in the hour ot his death 
from ſo bad an encauntcr , if Saint Martin 
was not? Whom of vs will not he aſſuil, who 
kt vpon him that had fo otter ; and lo pglori- 


Saint Marcin, Bishop and Conteſlor. 


| ouſly overcome him ? The body of the Saint 


his mortified, waſted, and withered membess, 
ſo white, tieſh, and ſoft, that they ſeemed al- 
ready to be transformed into the ſtate of glo» 
ry. And at the fame time were heard in the 
air the voices of Angels finging molt welodi- 
ouſly :and they were heard not only where 
Saint Martin dicd and in his chamber, but alſo 
in the city of Cullen, the bleſſed S, Seuerin 
Biſhop, and an Archdeacon of his , crjoyed 
that celeſtial barmony. And the ſame Saint 
Seucria had a revelation , that mulick laſted 
all the time that thoſe 1nfernal miniſters of 
the eternal juſtice cxſpeRed at the pulſage of 
of Saint Martin (although ia vain ) to detain 
and cxamin him. Whence we may gather z 
with what rigour lingers are treated m1 the 0- 
ther life, ſeing that eyen thejuſt are ckamined 
io minutcly, The glotious departure out of 
this lite of Saint Martin being koown,, it js 
incredible how all the people :elented it , for 
hauing loſt ſuch a father , Paſtor, and waſler, 
and only retuge in all their diſtrefſes. They 
came full of grief and ſorrow , to cclebrate 
the funcrals of their holy Biſhop : at which 
were preſent two thouſand morks all brought 
vp with the doatrin of fo holj a Paſtor , and 
4 Quire of moſt chalt Virgins , and an innus 
mcrable multitude of people , who ſcing that 
body and remembring the vertues of that ſoul, 
which before gouerncdit , but now enjoyed 
God ; on the one fide they wept for their own 
loſs, and on the other they rezoyced for his 
gain: and with hymas , Plalms, and Eccleft« 
altical Canticles,they carried hia withgreater 
pomp and triumph , then cuer any Emperor 
trivmphed. There wasa great comtelt between 
the people of the cities of Poitiers ; and of 
Tours, which of them ought to have the body 
of Saint Martin , and enjoy fo pretious 4 tre 
ſure : each party allcadging their reaſons.Bug 
at laſk thoſe of Tours (whole Biſhop the Sainc 
had been) their aducrſarics flxeping and they 
watching , carticd the holy body of their Bis 
ſhop to thei city , and buried it with great 
honor, deuotion and reucretice. The death of 
Saint Martin was vpon the elcyenth of Nos 
ucmber , one ſunday nighr , in the year atour 
| Lord four hundred and two,the two brothers, 
and ſons of the Gieat Theadofus , Arcadius, 
and Honorius being Emperors, Sutnt Martin 
lived fouricore and ix years» although there 
are diucrs opinions concerning his age : for 
that ſome give him ooly fourſcore years and 
one : but Carzinal Baronivs proves, that Saint 
Martin was born in the year three hundred 
and fixtcen, and began to be a ſoldicr at the 
age of ſeuenteen years, and was baptized at 
 thicty three, and at foity lett the wars ,and 
dyed in the year of our Lord four hundred 


and two, being tourſcore and ftx yearsold. As 
thole 
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- Saint Martin, Bishop and Confeſſor. 


thoſe that will may ſee in his Annotations | 


vpon the Roman Martyrologe , which are | 


Novew- Corrected in the laſt Edition, and in the third, 
BER, fourth, and fifth rome of his Annals. And from 


this truth it follows , that that is fals which 


ſore write, to wit , that Saint Ambrole being | 


at the Altar to ſay Maſs , ſuffered 1 rapt, and 
was preſent in ſpirit at the funerals of Saint 
Martin : for Saint Ambroſe dyed fue years be- 
fore Saint Martin , and conſequently could 
not be at his burial. | 

The lite of Saint Martin was written by S. 
Seucrus Sulpitius, who, as we hauc laid, was 
bis great friend , and his diſciple , and 4 very 


eloquent man: and Saint Paulinus Biſhop of 


Nola , who alſo kacw Saint Martin (and be- 
ing almoſt blind of one eye, by reaſon of 4 
film that grew in it, Saint Martin touching it 
with a ſponge , curcd it ) writ fix books of 
his life in verſ: although others make another 
Paulinus to be the author of theſe ſix books, 
who liucd in the time of Perpetuus Bifhop of 


Tours , Sixty four ycars after the death of | 


Saint Martin. And Saint Gregory of Tours , 
who hiamlſclf alſo by the interceſſion of Saint 
Martin,recciued his health ſometimes miracu- 
louſly , writ his miracles in four books. Ve+ 
nantius Fortunatus Biſhop of PoiSiers did 
the ſame ; in other four books in verſe, 
in recognition of Gods hzving fteed him 
from 2 moſt grievous pain in his eyes, by the 
praiers of Saint Martin; hauing anointed then 
with the oyl of his lamp. Saint Odo Abbot 
writ the hiſtory of the tranſlation of the body 
of Saint Martin into Burgundy , anda treatiſe 


of his praiſes : and many other very holy men 
have exerciſed their wits and ſtile , in writing 
the life and miracles of this blefled Saint ; as 


Herbernus Biſhop of Tours , Richerius of 


Mcts, Gilbert of Gembray, Honorius of Auſ+ 
bourg : and of the Greeks, SozZomenus, and 


Nicephorus Calixtus. 


- The memory of this Saint has been very 
renowned in all, the world , and is ſoto this 
day , and .cſpecially in France z where ſome 
writers that baue. written fince the death of 


he was for two years and a halt; yatill that 
he gave vp his foul to our Lord. And Saint 
Willebrord Archbiſhop , and Suat Swibert 
Biſhop m the city of Vtrecht conſecrated the 


Saint Martin, count the yeats from his death, | 
as ſo ſignal and notavle A thing. All thatipeak 
ot him bighly. cxtoll his vertues ,works , and 
miracles, The, great Patriarch Saint Benedict 
had ſo great dcuption toSaint Martin, that 
he.built an-Oratory in his honor jn Mount 
Caſfin.;and Saint Maurus Abbot his diſciple, 
following the ſteps ot his holy Father, cloſe | 
to his Monaſtery built him a Chutch, and re- 
ticed himſelf1nto a litle cottage there by , to 
prepare hiwfcli for death, and to giue himſelf 
with more feruor tocontemplation, and there 


| 


Cathedral Church in honor of Saint Martin, «.. 


Saint Gregory of Tours ſaies of him: 0 bleſſed 11 
man , at wboſe departure the Saints ſin ang the Np 
eAngels 1ejoyce ,and all the celeſtial court comes **h 
forth to recerue bim and the deuil is confounded | 
and the Church ſtrengthened, {> the Prieſts hay, 
reuelations of his glory. 3aint «Mitbael vith ths 
eAngels ; and the moſt Sacred Vii Zin With 2 
Bune of innumeratle Uirgins reteineh him 
and all Paradiſe retains bim in the company of 
the Bleſſed. But What ate Ye abletoſay of bim? 
the prarſe of Martin is that Lond , whoſe praiſe 
vere neuer out of his mouth. Saint Bernard 
laies of him, that he was oftentimes a Martyr 
by the aftcQion of a moſt deuout will , and 
highly extolls his vertues ? Bleſſed Peter Da- 
mian calls him a noble Confeſſor, the glory 
of Pticſts , the pretjous pearl of Biſhops , the 
rule of Clergy-men , and light and ornament 
of monks, whoſe fame filled the world: and 
his vertu encreaſed ſo much, that it ſeemed 
to come neer to equal that of the Apoſtles: 
Through all the cor-+ers of the earth( laies he) 
bas the memory of ju great 4 Bisbop extendedu- 
/elf and whitberſueuer the ſound of the faith of 
Chriſt has come , bas allo come the (oundif thi 
life of Martin: The Emperor is glonfied in bt 
Jolazer an the ſoldier is praiſed in his Emperqr: 
and the Church of Tours by hauing the body of 
eAattin , bas been enriched by Kings, andadir« , 
ned by Princes , ang exalted With pridiledes 
and Prerogatines by By And he addes that 
ſome Cathedral Churches hauc been founded 
in the honor , and vader the name of Sint 
Martin, But not only many Churches hauc 
been founded vnder the name of S. Martin, 
but alſo many towns haue, taken this name, 
out of devotion and in honor of the Saint, 
Odo the firſt Abbut of Cluny, wrote i treatiſe 
of the praifes of Saint Martin , whoſe title is, 
2uod beatiſſimus eAartinus far diatut vAp0* 
flolis : that the moſt bletled Srtantin isfaid to 
be equal to the Apoſtles: apd goes on proui 
it , by the SanQity of his life, by his Epiſcop, 
dignity, by bis zeal of ſouls , and by the ing 
merable people that he connerted, and þy the 
multitude of the miracles which he wrought! 
keeping alwaiesa reſpe& for the ſoueralt A- 
poſtolical Majeſty ; which all the Saints ack- 
nowledge. Finally all nations , Provinces, 
and kingdoms haue been illuſtrated by the 


' renowned life of this moſt holy Biſhop , 


fauored by his miracles ; and Princes both in 
ow and war haue experimented the force 0 
is interceſſion before God. And eſpecially 
the Kings of France , who whey they went 
forth to war carried with them the cloak of 
Saint Martin, thinking themſclues ſure of the 
vitory having ſuch 4 pledge afd detcnder.Of 
Saint Martin, beſides the authors cited above, 
does write Cardinal Baronius in his Anno- 
tations vpon the Roman Mattytologe, bo s 
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THE LIFE OF 8. MENNAS,' 
\ Soldier and Maryr., .... 


wi. C AINT Mennas was an, Egyptian: 
3 by nayvon., a Solgier,anda moſt; 
| famous Martyr , who, being ;ip- 
garriſon,, in 4 city;pf he Pro-. 
== vince.of Phrygia ,;or-the lcfſer. 
kia, called Cotzceum, and at preſent (as they 
ſay.) Cuts-3 and vnderſtanding.., that there: 
yas publiched A very, rigorous, edit of, the, 
Emperors Dioclctian, and MaximiapjagainR' 
the ChniGians,; leaving bis military;cin&ure, 

and dignity. and the ſervice, of the Emperors, 
he retired bimſclf into a deſert , where he was 
fine years , huing, a ſolitary life., and in great. 
auſterity; 9s-jt Were making proof of himſelf, 
by tings ,,praicts , and pennances; ,to enter 
wag wy ts hich-he exſpeged, and to 
bed his, blood: for our. Lord, The five years 
being ended, God ipſpizing him, he returned 
to the city vpon & ceitain feſtival day , and 
when all the people were aſſembled in the 
thertes-,40 ſee certain-military excrciſfcs; as 
juſlings0s 1uningsattilt. Mennas centred into. 
the midle of the {peQators; in poor and Fagged 
clothes as:4 contemptible man , and witha. 
lowd voice, and 4.cheertull and..grauc coun- 
tenance , began tolay thoſe words of the Pro- 
phet Eſay : / baue been found by thoſe wbo 
ſobgbt-he-not ., ans manife/ed to thoje Who as- 


- ked wat wfte# me 3 to give to vaderBiand that 


he came not by force, but of his ogn accord, 
and voluntarily offered himſclf to Martyt» 
dom, All that were preſent inſtantly caſt theis 
eyes, upon Mennas , wondering at his habit, 
boldnes , and freedom. They laid hands on 
tim,;4nd carried himto Pyrthusthe Preſident: 
andhe confeſſing that heretofore he had been 
a loldier of the E 
Criſtian, Pyrrhus commanded him to be car- 
vedto priſon, & (that he might not interrupt 
thei teaſt which, they kept ) to be brought 
belore his tribuoal the next day, The judge 
eddeayored by flattcries and ſweet words : 
offers , and prowiſes , to alluie the holy Mar- 
yr,andto draw bim to deny Jeſus Chriſt and 
to adore his fals Gods: but when all his arts 
add deceits had no tucceſs , and the holy 
Martyr anſwered hias with great courage and 
freedows., he turned all that fals kindnes into 
auclty : and commanded him to be retched | 
Tom, 29 


| he-might '<njoyn Apd:heas thing: qo 


c10rs, and that he was a g 


| vpon the ground., and to be whipt with raw-: 
finews vatill-be obeyed the comtnandsof the _ 
Emperors, They beat him moſt ;<ruelly ,ad:g _ *—F 


ſuch - abundance. of blood flowed. from his ; 
wounds,thatthe place did ſwiy with.it wheren 
they tormented hica«They, liked him por 
the-sack equa/eys,,tore bis felhwirkbookts 
of icon, burnt his hides with Samiogtorches,.. 
rubbed his wounds with 3 eughhair-cloth,> 
dragged, his body vpon the papund rewedy 
WH bxambles, beat him afre(hfwith ragds.a0d1 


| whips. plummeted, wich deatiudbufts Sia: 


ſorely in the-face zapd-the valitht ſalgies ob: 
Chriſt! endased) all-with a,conpragious rand! 
quiet heark, witha geaginbsand aliling cquar!s 
renance (as it ithachnaot been hai ut ſages; 
other:that bad ſufforcy) ſcofing) theirs t0541 
ments any bepgpd of thc-ywpiouspxecution) 
ners that they. would: cycrenie them; becauſe; 
he: ſaid.,. all chat athicb-be bad: Giffered-Jandþ 
all'that which. he ould-lwffix.; was hbelble;: 
in-compatrifon of int Gig delerucel, /and: 
what che; deficed tofuffer for bins Lofomnuch: 
that the Judge;and'his oficertoand gpteguiioe) 
nex$'Werc amazeghtordra fac & $range icon! 


ſahcy,,and lo graatyry ataidibſuch:grigyous 
pai ave Scene ob nth Am, pot about; 


toxperfwade him t9: leavethath a4they. called, 
it)obſtinacy and fg}ly;and thathe wpuld nog: 
loſe bis life ( whick (is {&: def aar; 4b 


commodities, bongre:is atdypleaſuees which 


the hiſlings of (0@1e;yenemouries 
h1s-£are- againkt the words ywhiehthey, agdk 
vnto him, boldingall thole toxdeadipenemics 
who:with the hopes-ofxbis frail andaranftary: 
life went about tq depriuc him of4þe laſting 
and- eternal life. Finally At 'preſitent {ings 
the. conſtancy ofthis Soldier of our-Lord,pros; 
nvunced the ſentence: of death ,agaiafi} hingg; 
commanding that he ſhould be beheaded ang; 
burnt. They carried him to 4 place 4alled Pop, 
temia; and a gteat multitude of people flocked 
together to ſce bim : and he in bis pqorattre; 
as- one that made litle account. of: all thingy 
here below , liſting vp hiscyes.to heauea,and 
fixing his heart vpon God , made his praier , 
and-beſought our Lord with great, affcQion,; 
that he would fauor him in that hour, and 
ive him the victory for his fon leſus- Chriſts 
lake : that free from the miſcries af this life 
he might ſee and adore him , and far guer en- 
joy his glorious preſence: Having cndet] his 
>raier he was beheaded , and his holy body 
was caſt into the fire to be burat, But it plea- 
(-d our Lord that certain pious men ſhould 
vſc ſuch induſtry and care , that they did ga- 
ther out of the fire ſome of his pretious relicks, 
| and wrapped them in fine linnen;, and ſweet 
ointments , and catried them into his own 
countrey, as the Saint himſelf betore he dicd 


| had charged them to do. The Martyrdom of 
Nanan Saint 


B bk * 
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Nov, and ninety fix , in the raign of Diocletian, 


B £3, . and Maximian, God wrought many, and very 
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Saint Mennas, Soldier and Marty. 


Saint Mefinas was vpon the. eleventh of No- 


vember, in the year of Chriſt two hundred 


great miracles by this martyr after his death: 
Which atevecovtited by Timothy Archbiſhop 
of Alexatidtid'\>tnd by Metaphraſies , Lipo-/ 
man'2 ariZaurence Surivs; Ono-was , that X' 
ccrtain Getitlkgur? poing/ to'\Alexandria'; ts 
viſitcerthity relicks:of theHoly earth r,atiich! 
hbd been! ctanfifited to Tynptuoys: Church,” 
that:whe ther buile th bly Yororrand comjoe 
4 towe! dalbed Looms He welit into ur! 
Id6;ard was kittcd byitho Hoot the houſe,” 
thashe wight !reb/ hitaoey hibimoncys) Buy! 
ioftarith-$aint!Mennas appebitd, and: raifeds 
theGead iran th lik papdxonruriecd the:miur-" 
deve: toe penvjance?:' and lvpor this'/mitacle 
many Phoand retejurd: the light of the holy: 
dto{pebdmitethers Heretichs were: teduced to) 
the lick fakh;Adother wasofa wealthy: 
Sn&devout wan called Egrropius, who bautmg: 
rbfvlucs ed offes 66 the Saint aery: richiand 
cutibvurpreres of plate” , atterwards repetited- 
bimſel62'un# reſfdlved to-gines him anther 
6f4he': Jathewipht but\non ſo attifically 
wrotehtButaſlivcof hiscariying the peece. 
of platted waſbir in d-certdinlake;+heplate' 
ſeal ihigaw ptnitthe flauelwith'it , whom-the 
Saihr (wfurtbott that: be detivered him! our 
oÞ who Water wich: the:plate in bis hand : 
wh th& eaſter -acknowledginghis' 
ie, of 
Bib-putpblett pruing the Saior the faiter vel-: 
fi he that bins thetn both:/and theilaue 
Ao 'WhoaP Saint MchneF had -deliuered-out 
& that dx; to! eros perpetually in his 
Ghiuvch!Pitadthy/tccounts allo another mis 
race of i vettoous; rich, and honorable wou 
fin; whe retolued ts offer part of her wealth: 
the Holy 'Martyt, becauſe ſhe bad tio chit- 
dfeniandbaving begun bet journey all alone, 
with this/ tention ani} deuotion , ſhe fell 
unto! the-bands of a lewd fellow , who went 
Gout to violate her chaſtxy; and ſhe not con- 
ſenting arid'thatſnare ot the devil perſeucring 
io his wicked attempt, S. Mennas preſented: 


bittſclf Betofe them both'oh hors-back , and | { 


eking the poor woman vpon his horſe who 
muocated” hic' 'with many tears , carried 
ker to bis *Church', but dragged along the 
ground the Soldier and wicked fellow that 
would baue&;zbuſed her. And'thus the woman 
Was treed',and the man opened his eyes and 
acknowledped: his tault, and asked pardon 
ot the Saifit ;'and perſeuered. all his life in 
praier acie' perinance, That -was likewiſe 4 
notorious'mnacle which God wrought for a 
Few , through 'the interceſſion of this holy 
Martyr. For a Iew hauipggiuena Chriſtian a 
great friend ot his, 4 purs-ot moncy (caled vp 


atvOHte bad dorm' ill in changing | 


with couctouſnes denied it. For the diſcove 


money or no : and the' Chriftian di 
liſhly believing that he did not fin 250 
cauſe the other was a Jew , and not 3 Chri. 
ſtian. But the Saint ina ltrange manner reſto, 
red the tewr bis purs (but vp: and he with all 
his houſe, and family was conuctted to our 
holy Religion-; and the” Ehriſtiin bewailed 
| bis fin , and offered to the Saint half of hig 
(eſtate, and dedicated himſfelt to the leruice of 
his Chuich/and perſeuercd herein, bewaylin, 
bis fins \, nd'doing peritiance' all his bie, Of 
; Saint' Mennas do'make niention all the Mar. 
| tyrolo ty: the Roman thoſe'of Bede, Vſuard, 
\and Ad6,/'ahdehe Greeks inf their Mengloze 
atid Metaphraſtes, and the teſt that write h. 
, [Mes of the Saints: For (as we bave laid) Saint 
Mennas Was 2'very famous Martyr, andmuch 
 honored'in''the Eaſt. But we arc to take no. 
tice that2there was another Mennas Martyr, 
whodiedat Alexindria in the time ofthe Ems 
peror Maximinus , with'others his holy'toms 
panions, whoſe ſeaſt is" celebrated ypori the 
tenth of December : and the (body of this 
| Mennasof Alexandria was tianſlateTto Cog. 
Rantivople where the Emperor Iuflinianbull 
; hiw 4 Church : and fone authors confound 
; them ;'atd of the two Mennaſles make but 
' ONE, ts!» ml 5:73 &® 1 i F 7 00) 
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THE LIFE OF.-SAINT JAMES, _ 
of the Order of the Mmorites, Confeſſo.”* 1, 


Noviw 
BE 


*- Hc humble and bleſſed' Father 
FF Friar Iames , a Religious man 
2 of the Order of the Seraphical 
d Father Saint Francis , was bo 
ae { in alitle town of Andaluzi , 
calied Saint Nicholas; between Cazalla and 
Conſtantina, He lived ſome time in his own 
countrey ,necr vntoa certain old and folitary 
Church , in the company of 4 deuout Prielt 
an Hermite , wearing the ſame habit with 
bim, and employing hitfclf in the holy exct- 
ciles of praicr and meditation. They bad both 
one garden, which they cultivated, as well'0 
ſhun 1dlenes; as to ſuſtain their poor life, They 
alſo ewployed themſclues in making youh 
diſhes , and ſuch like things of wood ; whic 

they either gaue to the poor, or cls ſold thew, 


tor to keep? afterwards the Chrittian blinded | 


that they: might giue alms wah Un Fo 


of the truth of the thing they agreed thary.. 
Chriſtian ſhould ſwear vpon - < ape Now! A 
Saint MeEnfiab, 'whether he had received the Þik," F* 
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Saint Iames Confeſlor. 


them; and ſo exerciſc charity. He had from | 


> this very time 2 very ardent , and great deſire 
y,, betruly poor, and 4 Franciſcan Friar , in- | 


much that when he would vehemently af. 


any thing , 
ar .that I may be 4 Friar of S. Fran- 


as, With this ſpirit returning one day from 
the town to his retirement , he found necr it 
z purs foll of money', and holding it for 4 
temptation of the enemy ,he would not touch 
it,nor go nigh ir , but ſought for 3 man to take 
it away thence. as 4 ſnare ot the divel , who 
endeauored by that means to divert him from 
his holy purpoſe : but he tauored by our Lord 
went forwards in it, and the better to put it 
in execution , and to follow the footſteps of 
Chriſt, ſecretely, and without giuing account 
to any body , ſtole out of his houſe, and left 
his parents and kindred ,and went to receiuc 
the habit of the Minorites 1n 4 retired and de- 
yout Monaſtery of Obſeruance, called Saint 
Francis of Arrizafa , a mile and 4 halt from 
Cordoua. There he tock the moſt humble 


he would ſay ; God fo fulfill | 


eſtate of Conucrſes or.Lay-brothers, who bes | 
long not to the Quire but ſerve the Conuent 
in humble offices & corporal labors. He made 
kis profeſſion , went by obedience into the | 


Canary lands, with 4 Prieſt of the ſame Or- 
der, called Fryat Tohn de Santorcaz,3 man of 


preat zeal and vertu , who went to plant the | 


Catholick faith in thoſe Idolatrous Ilands , 
Where the holy Friar Iames built 4 monaſtery, 


ind ws made Guardian of it , although he. 
were but 3 Lay-brother, He exerciſed himſelf 


in the mortification of his fleſh,and ofhis own | 


| 


will ; in praier, faſting , and pennances , fa» | 


enficing himſelf continually to our Lord: and 
preparing himſelf, by that long and continual 
martyrdom, to ſhed his blood for the Cathoe 
lick faith , awongſt thoſe Barbarians , as he 
defired t6 do. With this feruorous deſire he 
took ſhip to paſs into the Great Canaria , 
which was not yet conquered by the Chri- 
ſtians, and was ichabitated by Pagans, to illus» 
winate1t with the light of the Ghoſpel, and 
if it wete neceſſary to dy inthat expedition, 
But thoſe that gouerned the ſhip dared not 
to p03 ſhore , tor tear of that herce and bar- 
barous people , God keeping the holy Fryar 
lames for cther things of his ſeruice. Scing 
that entrance was denied him, leauing behind 
him many examples of his goodnes and verty, 
and hauing conuerted many Idolaters to our 
faith, by his holy and zcalous diſcourſes, by the 
Order 6f his Supcriors he ceturued into An- 
daluzia:and lived in the Conucnt of our Lady 
of Loretto ,three leagues from Scuil, and at- 
lerwards in Saint Lucar de Barrameda, From 
thence in the year one thouſand four hundred 
and fifty ( when the great lubilee wes celce 
brated at Rome, and Saint Bernardin ofStena 
was canunized, aid for that weie alle.ubled 


uincesand nations, all the tine that he was 
in that holycity , with was thirteen weeks, 


with ſuch feruor of ſpirit , and ſuch an ardent- 


charity , that it was caſy to ſee that God aided 
him , and fauored him , in the pains which 


| he took for his loue. From Rome the ſeruant 


of God returned back to Sewmil , and from 
thence with Fryer Rodriguez of Ocayna , 
Uicar Provincial of Caſtile , he came to the 


Conuent of Saint Mary of Icſus of Alcala of. 


Henares , which then was newly built by the 
Archbiſhop of Toledo Alphon(vsCarrill. In 
it he dwelt the thirteen years that he lived 
after he came froin Rome, except ſome daies 
he was in our Ladys of Salzeta;, a monaſtery 
of the ſame Province of Caſtile, Here in Al- 
cala he ſhined in admirable works of the ſer» 


vice of God ,,and in all kind of vertues, going | 


forward every day in perte&ion , and moving 
all that conuerſed with hi ,'to the holy fear 
of our Lord by bis rare example. For he Jid 
not content himſelf perte&ly to keep the rule 
of his Scraphical Father Saint Francis, but alſo 
like a good child;cndeauored with all his for- 
ces to 1mitate hin; and. to draw a moſt perfe&t 
pourtrait of his heavenly life. He was excees 
dingly humble, and as4 good Frier Minorite, 
he held himſelf for the leaſt, and put himſelf 
vnder the feet of all , and from hente was 
cauſed in him ſuch an admirable peace and 
quiet ot mind , that no body cuer ſaw him 
troubled : or in any aflition, or miſery that 
happencd heard from his mouth an angry ,or 
vabeſeerning word , nor was any thing noted 
in him which did not ſauor of 4-perfe&t man. 
For he having no other will but that of our 
Lord, in-whoſe croſs he gloried , w hatſoever 
happencd vnto him, he accepted it , and reuce 
renced it as Coming from his hand : and with 
cqual checrtylnes praiſed hias in profperity, 
and in aduerſity. He treated bis own body 
vety rigorouſly : he faſted , and oftentimes 
with bread and water, ard his fare wasa per 
petual abſtinence. His diſciplins were fo rigo» 
rous, and his watchings ſo continual , that 
they leemed to exccedthe forces of 4 body of 
fleſh. He caſt himſelf ſometimes in the winter 
time into very cold, or treezing water, by that 
cold to extinguiſh the fire of concupilcence, 
which the deuil went about to kindle in bim, 
His clothing was poor , and cours, his ſet 
alw:i:s barc : and indecd his habit, attire, and 
exte1t1our comportment, was an in.ape of the 

Intcrior 


4 


Noven- lifter , continnal praier and elevation of his 
BER, Mind to God, And he prayed with ſuch feruor 
| of affection , that many times his body was 
ſeen to be lifted vp into the air , by the torce 
of his ſoul , which was raviſhed andabſorpt 
in God, The Paſſion of our Lord was all his 
entertainment , and delight ; and to meditate 
vpon it he oftentimes put himſelt in the torm 
of a croſs, and was ſo tenderly afteed , and 
inflamed with the memory ot it , that very 
often he ſpoke words ot 4 wondertull efficacy 
concerning the dolors. and torments, which 
our Lord had fuftered tor vs vpon the wood 
of the holy Croſs. He carried alwaies in his 
hands a croſs of wood, that tbe croſs of Chriſt 
wight never be out of his mind, and toawaken 
bimſclf , and all others with whom he con- 
uerſed , to conſider the Paſſion of our Redecs+ 
mer. He was alſo very deuuut to the moſt 
boly Sacrament of the Altar: and with fingu« 
las diligence prepared himſelt to receive 1t: 
and aſhitcd at Maſs with great reverence , and 
ſweetnes; feeling by the preſence of our Lord 
admirable ſweetnefles , and ſpiritual guſts in 

' his ſoul. The ſame was to be {cen in him allo 
in time of the diuin office , eſpecially vpon 
feſtival dates , and when he gage incens, at 
which time he was fo vifited , and comforted 

. by God, that ofrentimes there came from him 
-A fragrant and ſweet odour , which greatly 
recreated, the other Religious , and elevated 
them to heavenly things. As for the moſt Sa- 


deuotion to her: he faited all Saturdays, and 
all the Vigils of her feaſts. with bread, and 
water: and with great confidence recurred 
vnto her inall his own exigencys,and inthoſe 
of his neighbors, He was wont-with the oyl 
ot her larnp to anoint the ſick that came vnto 
him, making vpon them the ſign of the croſs, 
whereby many were cured. What ſhall I fay 
of his charity towards God, and of that fo in» 
flamed defire which he had of Martyrdom, 
and of the great induitry which he vicd to 
enter into the great Canaria to ſhed his blood 
for God ? what. of the compaſſion , greater 
then that of a mother with which he attended 
the fick ? A boy having his face leprous, and 
his body covered with ſores, he licked them 
with his tongue, and his companion ſcing of 
him , he ſaid vnto him ; Brother this malanyis 
cured thus. Ae alwaics gauc to the poor what 
he bad : and it ſometimes he wanted ſome- 
what to givethem, he never wantcd compal- 
hon, tendernes, and reſentazent of their evils, 
nor kind and (ſweet words with which he fent 
them away comforted. He bad {o great 4 zcal 
otthe Salvation ot ſouls, that he was diiſolued 
into tears & could not be comtorted, when he 
knew thatany one was inmortallin.Herepres 


cred Virgin Mary our Lady he had a Giogular 
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interior mortification, and eſtate of his ſoul. | hended thoſe that ſpoke ill oftheir neighh 
12, . With this pennance he joyned as her good | he cleering them from fault hors, 


—_— 
» and excyfins 114) 13: 


their fraiitys,althoughthey were manivea..* Noll 
he did it with ſuch meeknes, and hen 1 nt 


that thoſe that were reprehende 
and amended HT He nh ry 
candid ſimplicity , and ſo prudent in lk 
works, and, words , that it could nothe "i \ 
ted but that he was tzught and puided.in wha 
locuer. he laid , or did, by the ſpirit _ 
Lord : who, gave him ſuch a(upernatural Re 
loueratn light , that to certain queſtions ay 
dificultys of huwan ſciences , he Babe ſuch 
lublimc anſwers, thatthey cleerly appeared1y 
be derived trom the author , and matter of a 
wiſcdom. And it 15no marucl, for the humble 
and imple ſoul, is capable of being taught by 
God, and ot. being elevated to won denull, 
and ſublime things. As is to be ſeen in ſome 
things which God did by Saint Iames , eve 
whilit he lived. For going once from Cenage 
to Saint Lucar de Bartameda with his COMpa» 
nion, and neceſlary provifion tor that jour 
which was long, and deſert, failing of them, 
and bis companion finding hicmfell very weak 
and ſpent , he comtoi ted him, afluring ofhim, 
that God would prouide for themin thatne. 
ceſlity, And lo it happened, for going 4litle 
farther, they found bread and wine, andf(h, 
and an orcnge , all wrapped yp in i clean 
cloth , which our Lord ſent them by the hands 
of his Angels : and giving thaoks , they eat 
with a good appetite, and were much ſtrengs 
thened,, and comforted in their ſouls by that 
benediion and refreſhment which God had 
ſent them, Another time being at Seuil,he met 
in the ſtreets a woman pitiſully crying out,as 
it ſhe had beea diſtra&ted and out of her{elf, 
for that her ſon had hid hiaſelfio an ouen, 
and without knowing that he wasthere,they 
bad heated or ſct on fire the oven: andthe 
poor mother , feing that ſhe could not help 
him , took on , and lamented, and loſt her 
judgement, The charitable Saint lames was 
moued to compaſſion by the tcats, and cryes 
of the ſad mother : and he being as he was 
very devout to our Lady , with great conft- 
fidence he bad her go immediately to the 
great Church, and recommend hetſelt to the 
azoſt Sacred Virgin betore an image of hets 
that was there , and hope in God , that he 
would deliver her child. 1he woman didfo, 
and our Lady ſuccourcd her fon ,taking bim 
out of the oven without any barme , wheres 


| all the wood was burnt. This miracle was 


diuulged throughout all the city of Seuil ,and 
the deuotiov was increaſed towards tht 


 Inzage , which they call the old Jwage,where 


aſter wards many mizacles were wrought:o0! 
Lordtaking as an inſtrument for the glory® 


his mother , the deuotion which Saint James 


had vato her, 


He 


by tay Gas ws tans #£ A .oc. 
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He having then lived ſo exemplarily as wej Galcſinus Protonotary Apoſtolical,and Fran- ; 
q Ts have (aid , and being held by all that knew cis Pegna Auditor of the Rota, by Ordet' of Ta 


onydove%* þ..1 for 4 Saint , and being reſpeRed and ho-| the Pope , writ three books of his life, and _ £ 


yy 9% orcd as 4 great ſeruant and friend of God: | Canonization, Who now does not fee in the , x A 
1oaded with years , andrich with merits ,and | life ofehis poor, and rich; ruſtical , and moſt | 
deſirous to come to the hauen , and to ſee | noble; idiot, and moſt holy man; layebrather, 
himlelf with God; he fell very fick ofa mottal | and exalted by God ;the wonders and greate 
inpoſtume, which bred in his arme. He pre- | nefſes of our Lord? and that he does notgiue 
ſzntly vnderſtood that God called him, and | his grace for nobility, nor for riches,nor for 
would deliver bim out of the paintull and dan- | learning”, nor for eſtates and dignitys , but for 
gerous priſon of this life : and although he | his own mere goodnes ? and that he clevates 
was alwaics prepared for that journey, he made | the humble , and takes pleaſure in them ; and 
himſelf more ready 3 he recciued with great | converſes with them and comforts them ; and 
deuotion all the Sacraments, and his bour ap- | fills them with his diuin gifts, leauing the wife 
proaching , all the Religious being gathered | and powerfull empty , who are putt*vp with 
together, he begged their pardon with many | their knowledge, and power, and attribute to 
tcars, and that they would giue him 4 habit, | themſclues that whichisproper to his foucrain 
and 4 cord of his O:der , for the loue of Icfus | Majeſty? Hence it is that in Religious Orders, 
Chniſt : the which he did to imitate his father | and eſpecially in that of the Seraphical Fathex 
Saint Francis, and to dy with him , poor and | Saint Francis , there hauc been 6 many Lays 
tumble. He toc k preſently a croſs of wood | brothers that have flouriſhed with cxtraor- 
which he bad at his beds head, & kitleg it,and | dinary SanRtity. For this their eſtate being 
putitto his eyes, and with great tendernes, al | more fit to ex-rciſe hu niluy, and charity, and 
though he were ſimple and vnlearned, ſaid in | praicr , which arc the three printipal vertues 
Latin : Dulce lignum , aulces tlauos, dnulcia fe- | of 4 Religious wian”',-and as it were 4 brief 
rens ponders, que /ola fuiſli digna ſuſtinere Re- | ſum of all that which he ought to' do towagds 
gem celorum {7 Dominum , tothe great admi- | himſelf, and towards his neighbor, and to- 
ration of thoſe that were preſent , for none | waid3z-God : thoſe that know how tg- make 
of the Religous had ever heard him fay ſuch | their benefit of this 'cſtates, with leſs” labyr 
like words in Latin. Having cnded theſe | and difficulty becometeminent 1n theſe thrge 
words, he gave vp his ſpirit to our Lord who | vertues.'And the lownes of their very eſtate, 
created it , vpon a Saturday, the twelfth of | and their humiliation difpoſes and makes 
November , in the year one thouſand four | them mote fitfor humility; and their employs 
hundred fixty three. They buried him in a | ments in ſerving and aſſiſting others ; help 
chappel of the ſame Monaſtery of Saint Maty | them to get charity :and the ſame occupations, 
of Iejus : and after his death God wrought | for that they are zather manual , then ſuch as 
many miracles through his interceſſion, which | require fudy and ſpeculation , do not fo di- 
arerecited by Frier Mark of Lisbo in theChro- | ſtrat the mind ; but they way together labor, 
nicle of Saint Francis, where he that will may | and pray. In theſe.three vertues all good Lay- 
ee them. The laſt he there puts, was wrought | Religious men do exerciſe themfetuey 3 and 
vpon the perſon of Don Chatles Prince of | profit ſo muchin the ſchool of Religion'that 
Spain , clacit ſon to his Catholick Mzjcfty G that ſhall weigh their lives in 4uſt bal- 
Philip the Second : who being at Alcala the | Jance , will rather enuy their' bumble eſtate, 
year one thouſand hue hundred ſixty two at | then thoſe whom the world makes more ac- 
the point of death , and giuen ouer by the | count of. And for this regard many honorable 

| . DoSors , the Saint Frier lames appeared to | perſons , and of good parts, who might have 

bim, and his body being afterwards brought | ſhined,and appeared glorioully in the eſtate of 

to him , and he touching it in ſuch 4 manner | Prieſthood, baue choſen that of Lay-brothers, 

as he could , he obtained through his merits | holding it for more quict , and more ſecure. 

| lic and health: and as ſoonas he was able, | Oſthele there hauc been many in the Order 
| he went to viſit the chappel where the body | of Saint Francis, eſpecially in its beginnings; 
of the Saint was kept, and to giuc him thanks | whom the bleſſed father called mothers in his 
| for the benefit which by his mcans he kad Religion , that nouriſhed the children with 
| Icceived from our Lord, For this ſo notorious | the milk of their zeal of poverty, and charity, 
a miracle , and for many others which the | For they were like pious agd tender mothers, 

vaint wrovght, at the inſtance of King Philip, | that ſerucd their fathers, as ifthey had been 

his Holineſs S1x1us Quiatus Canonized the | their children; and that they might be able to 

Loly Frier lawes , vpon the viſitation of our | employ theamſelues in ſpiritual minifteries , 

Lady, the ſecond ct luly , in the year of our | caſed and diſcbarged them ofthe care of tem- 

Lord one thouſand five hundred cighty eight. | poral things. And on the one {ide the feruor 

Frier Mark ot Lisbo writ bis life, in the Chro- | of their chatity was ſo intenſe towards all , 

uicle of his Order of Saint Francis : aud Peter | that without having any regard to themſclues 
Tom, 24 Oo0000 the 
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they preſently went to any one that wanted 
their help , and ſuccoured him , although of- 
tentimes they ſtood in need of help them» 
ſelues : and on the other ſide they were fo 
zealous of the good oftheir Religion , and ſo 
dcfirous that all ſhould mould and ſquare 
themſclucs according to their rule , and keep 
it moſt ex:Aly , that they could not endure 


| the lcaſt failing herein, Of theſe bleſſed Lay- 


drothers the good Saint Iames was one, the 
example of the Religious Laity , and mirror of 
fimple.,and pure ſouls, and the ornament of 
that butable eſtate : which of the lefier eſteem 
It is in, the cyes of the world , the more pre- 
tious it is in the cyes of. our Lord. 
TTAT EEDESEE SEEES 
$4x** PISPIS$ESISISIEES200 20024244 
tt 2% MON EA 
bIx$04 045 $4540 = MATIATES, 


DIL III LIL ELLILLILELL] 


THE LIFE OF SAINT 
_ © Martin, Pope , and Martyr. 


WL £ Aint Mattin Pope , the firſt of 
IN ae this name, was born at Todi, a 
| | city of Tuſcany, and fon to Fae 
britius, 4 very holy man, and 
of hcroical vertues. He ſuccees- 


month. of Iuly , in the year of our Lord fix 
hundred forty nine , Conſtans the ſecond, 
nephew tothe Emperor Heraclius, being Em» 
peror, The which Conſtans decciued by Paul 
the Patiiarch of Conſtantinople drunk jn the 
poylon and hereſy of the Monothelites, who 
put.only one will in Chriſt, and conſequently 
denicd in him the two natures, divin and hu- 
man. T he yobappy Emperor was ſo peruerted, 
that he took vpon him the proteRion of the 
Hezrcticks,and cndeauoredto wake all follow 
that belicf which he had cmbraccd , and by 
craft and force to amplify his fals Religion, 
To this purpoſe he cauſcd to be wiittcn, 
3 Confeſhon of his faith , and 4 formula of 
what be belicued , which he called Typas : 
and. ſent it to Saint Martin in the begin- 
ning ot his Popedom to be approucd by 
him by bis authority. But the holy Pope diſ- 
allowed , andrezce&ed it , as an accutſed , and 
excommunicated thing: anſwering withgreat 
conſtancy, that although all the world ſhould 
forſake the Apoſtglick faith , and Evangelical 
do@tiin, he would not leauc one point of it, 
nor would he be terrified with the Emperors 
threats, nor won by his flattering promiſes, 
but would lay down his life, and ſhed thelaſt 
drop ot his blood for the Catholick truth, And 
to prevent the evils, which might be tcared 
{rom the violenceand indignation of the En.» 


ceu Pope Theodore , vpon the firit day of the | 


Confeſlor. 


peror , he inſtantly diſpatched lepat 
itantinople , with bis letters to Paul __ 


arch ; lovingly requeſting him , that he would Now 


not be obſtinate in hiserror, nor for 

which ſo many, and ſach holy TR 
ſolemn Councils had determined, This dl 
gence and reſpeR of the holy Pope Martin,did 
not avail to reduce the Patriarch; but on the 
contrary he was enragedatiit & blinded with 
pride and obſtinacy , perſwaded the Emperor 
to apprehend the Popes Lepats, andto baniſh 
them into different Ilands , where they ſuffe. 
red very great miſeries , and calamityz, 
Mattin rcſentecd this boldnes and iniury ( ag 
he had reaſon ) aſſembled 3 Council in Rome 
of a hundred and five Biſhops, in which the 
truths of our holy taith were 4 new defined 
and thole errors were condemned and anz- 
thematized, with their authors Pyrrhus,Cyrys, 
and Sergivs Patriarchs, now dead , and Paul 
that waz aliue was excommunicated and he & 


Saint 


all bis followers ( of what condition (oever 


they were) depriuecd of all their dignitys,And 
to the end that the Canons and decrees of 
that boly Council might more cafily cometo 
the knowledge of all , Saint Maitin comman- 
ded many Copies of them to be tranſcribed, 
and ſent them into divers parts of theyorld, 
tothe Biſhops, Pricſts , Deacons, Abbots,and 
to the whole Catholick Church : which 
ceived them with great applauſe and Venerz- 
tion, conforming themſe]ues to their head, as 
they ought. This was an admirable a& ofthe 
ſpirit , and ſingular valor , andconſtancy of 
the holy Pope. For ſeing that none of the P4- 
triarchs of the Eaſt was Catholick , and that 
the Emperor hiwſelf was an heretick , and 
powertull and pertinacious defender of here» 
ticks: and who to propagate his hereſy and 
to infe& Jtaly , had on purpole ſenti Gouer- 
nor into it with his deteſtable Type , and 
confeſſion ;and that ltaly itſelf wasoppieled 
by the arms of the King of the Lombards,an 
Arrian heretick; notwithſlandiog all thisthe 
moſt holy Pope , in ſuch dangerous and calss 
witous conjunfures, doubted not when he 
was but newly ſeated in his Apoſtolicalchaif, 
to oppoſe himſelt tothe Emperor , and val 
antly to reſiſt him , cuen to the ſhedding of 
his blood for the Catholick faith, By th 
example he taught Princes, that they arc 0% 
judges of Ecclefiaſtical cauſes, nor of mattels 
of taith : and he taught Prieſts and Prelates(t0 
whom ſuch things belong ) with what Vigr 


; lancy and conſtancy they ought to defend al 


rote( them, 
F When the Emperor Conſtans ynderſtood 
what the Pope Martin bad don , he was 0 
manncr out of biamfſclf, and full of rage ® 
fary, reſolued cither to apprehend, orb il bio, 
in xcuenge of the injury which he imaglne 
he had recciucd trom him. To this pup. 


dit, 
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h he conferred the Exarchy or government of and died : that he might pay for that horrible 
it (2 Italy vpon Olympius his Chamberlain ( who | wickednes by which he went about to take *—— 
4 Non ſore was an heretick Ike himſelf )and commanded | away the life of the holy Pope, and Uicar of N ow 
\ bir, Ji him as ſoon as he came there , to ſow and | the Emperor of heauen, to pleaſe and ſetue a - wich 
y ſpread his hereſy: and if the Pope went about | an carthly Emperor. But Conſtans vnder- ha 
ie to hinder him, that he ſhould either appre- | ſtanding that Olympius was dead, hs ſent into 
4 hend him or Kill bim. Olympius as ſoon as | Italy for Exarch Theodore Calliopa, who had 
e he was come to Rauenna (which at that time | heretofore been in that dignity , and had car- 
h was the reſidence of the Exarchs) be gathered | ryed himſelf fo well in it, that the holy Pupe 
t together as many men as he could, and came | Martin , and all the diſcreet and peaceable 
h to Rome , and endeauored to perſwade many | people rejoyced much at his coming : belic« 
b principal perſons , to gratify the Emperor in | uing that he would be what behad been, and 
t io this matter. They all, as well thoſe of the | give good content both in matters of peace 
" Clergy , as Seculars , anſwered him, that they | and of war. But they were much miſtaken, 
c could uot vaderitand how to belicuc ,or con- | for the Emperor commanded him privately 
ſels wore then that which the Pope had dehi- | that he ſhould ſeize vpon the Pope ,and (end 
ned in the Latcran Council ofa hundredand | him to him with great care to Conſtantinopte: 
' fue Biſhops. When the Exarch ſaw that fair | and not confidihg in him , he gaue him for 
g means would not work his ends, and that the companion in this buſines of apprehending 
1 Pope was very well bcloucd in Rowe, and | the Pope, one Paul Peladius his ſervant, con- 
& that it would be very hard to get him out | cerning whom he was ſatisfied that he would 
t thence, he reſolued to kill him, To do this | faithfully perform what he commanded him. 
4 more eaſily , he tcigned that he would com- | But that proviſion was not neceſlary : for 
f municate from the hand of the holy Pope bim- | Calliopa came very much changed from what 
0 ſelf; and one day w hen he ſaid ſolemn Mals | he was, and witha great deſire to pleaſe and 
, in the Church ot Saint Mary Major , he gaue | content the Emperor. Ando being come to 
1 Order to one of his guard , that at ſuch time | Rome, although at firſt ( that he migt.t deceiye 
| as he was vpon his knees before the Altar to | the better , as Polititians are wont to do) he 
} communicate , that he ſhould giue him his | made 4 ſhew of being yery Catholick , and 3 
» fword,that he __ with it giue death to him | friend of the Roman faith ( for that he ſaw 
- that was giving him the breaa of life, Whither | that the Clergy and people were very reſolute 
s does not the'tmalice of mango ? Into what an | in following their Paſtor, and that he anathe« 
c abyſs of wickednes does not an ambitious | watized all thoſe that forſook the Catholick 
if courtier throw bimſelf to plcas his prince? | Religion) one day the holy Pope being fick 
» How does he take the mask of picty againſt | at Saint Tobn Laterans, and litle ſuſpeing 
t picty itlelf, and the vizard of Religion ,cuen | the treaſon , that Theodore wachinated as 
1 apainſt Religion ? But our Lord who is in | gainſt him, and laid vponi litle couch before 
. heauen , and ſees the heart of man, wockesat | the Altar ( where after his night-watchings, 
d him, anddiſcouers him, At the very time,that | he was wont torepoſea while)there entred in 
þ the cruel villain went about to cxccute his | armed men, and with 4 great noyſe and tu- 
| wickednes , and to giue Olympius his ſword, | mult laid hands on him , and loaded with 
d he was in ſuch a manner ſtruck blind, that | chains:Theodore de!.gered him vp to Paul Pe- 
n he could not ſee , nor know the Pope : who | ladius, to be carried to the Emperor. The hol 
f was not only at the Altar enuironed by An- | Paſtor wguld notrefift the violence of thoſe 
Jo gels in his defenſe , but alſo by the King of | ravenous wolyes, but as X meck lamb gaue 
Ic of Angels, whom he had in his ſacred hands, | hjm{lf intotheir bands,to be miſuſed by them 
r, Vpon this the ſoldier went out , without put. according to their pleaſure. This ſo ſtrange 
[3 ting in execution that which Olywpius had | an accident cauſedgreat ſcaridal and trouble 
of commanded hun , or comwitting that horrid | in Rome, and when it was known that they 
us facriledge : and the holy Pope for that time | would carry their holy matter to Conſtantis 
ot was delivered out of his hagds, For Olympius nople,manycf the Clergy reſolu:d to ai come 
1s having vnderſtood the miracle which God pany him; and teſeruc him by the way with 
to has wrought , reconciled himſelf to Saint | their perſons and means ; but they were pros 
ph Martin, and depaited for Sicily ( which tell | hibited, and threatened as enemies of the Em- 
nd vader his gouernment ) to rehilt the Mores, peror, and {3:icuds of his enemy. And ſoaban- 
who did much muſchict in that land , as weil | doncd by all,they carried him to Conſtantis 
od vpon the coaſts, as within the land. Hejoyned | nople , treating him very ill , and publiſhing 
F batle with them, and although he overcame againſt him great , calumnys all the way as 
nd them, yet his army was (o 1cattered, that he they pailed. The wicked Conſtans rejoyced 
0, leemed rather to haue been overcom , then to | muchat this booty : and caſt bim intoa bard, 
ed haue got the victory. An by the jult j"dge- | and dark priſon , where he was fourſcore. 
» ment of Gud; within a few datcs he tctl tick | and tweluc daies without ſpeaking to any 
e 0 


body. 
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body. Afeerwards they carried him to diuers 
Judges and Tribunals, with great ſcorning, 
and outcryes. Other whiles they brought him 
back to priſon loaded with irons, inthe com» 
pany. of theeues : where he was many daies 
affliged with cold , and the ſtench of A ſtrait 
priſon. But the Emperor, and his miniſters 
ſcing that they could by no means work vpon 
tt: {tout heart of the holy Pope, and no more 
make a breach in it , then if it bad bFenof 
ſteel or adamant :and that he told them plain- 
ly that although they ſhould cut him in peeces 
he would not communicate with the Church 


_ of Conſtantinople , nor leaue one point of 


that faith which the Roman Church taught: 


they baniſhed him into Cherſoneſvs , in the 
endof the Evuxin ſea ,a very cold countrey, 
and in a wanner inhabitable ; whither Saint 
Clement Pope had been baniſhed many years 
before , and had there ended his life, Here the 
bleſſed Saint Mutin was fo ill treated and 
afflitcd , and ſuftcred ſo many miſeries , and 
was in ſuch extreme poverty, and want of 
neceſſarics to ſuſtain the life of man , that 
himſelf in 4 certain epiſtlc has theſe words :; 
F praiſe our Lord for that he ſends ws tribu- 
lations as he knows to be connenient : efpeci- 


ally ſeing that in this countrey the1eis ſogreat 


hunger, andwant ; that breadis ſpoken of but is 
not ſeen; and if from other-parts ſome ſuccour 
be not ſent v3 ,it is impoſſible to live bere. The 
ſpinit is ready ,and the fleib is Weak, And in 
ano: her epiſtle , after he had deſcribed his 
pouerty, and neceſſity , he adds theſe words : 
Our Lord Will take care of this my frail, and 


wile body , an4 vill gourrn it as bepleaſes; Whe- | 


ther it be affliing me With continual tribula 
tions, or Whether it be giuing me ſome refre:b- 
ment , an1 short repoſe. Our Lord is neer at 
hand, and ſo there 3s no need of being ſolicitous, 
for I confide in bis mercy , that be Yi lead me 
to that which sball be mo pleaſing to bim,and 
will do his Will concerning me. Salute all in our 
Lord, eſpecially thoſe Who for his loug haue bad 
c:mpaſſion of my chains and ſuf aibes. Thus 
Saint Martin himſelf; who within 4 tew daies 
aſter died with great patience, like a glorious 
Martyr of Chriſt our Lord. His death happe- 
ncd in the year fix hundred fifty fuur , vpon 
the twelfth day of Nouember, on which the 
Catholick C urch celebrates his feaſt, having 
ſat in the chair of Saunt Peter, according to 
Cardinal Baronius , fix years, three months, 
and twelue daics, Our Lotd illuſtrated this 
moſt holy Pope, and renowned Martyr, with 
ma! y miracles, which he wrought in his life, 
and attcr bis death. For even whilit he was 
priſoner at Conſtantinople , he gaue ſight to 
3 blind man by his praiers , as Saint Auden' 
Biſhop of Roven writes in the life of Saint | 
Eligius, And after his death , the author, 
who writcs his baniſhaieat , and Martyrdom, | 


Saint Martin, Pope, and Martyr, 


| 


and was his companion , and an eye-wi 
laies , that all thoſe that were fick of 
diſeaſcs ,coming to his holy Sepulche 
cured of them : the blind received the; 
the deat their hearing, the dumb their ſpeec| 

the maimed and lame were cured , polleſſe 
perſons were freed from the devil, and ng 
body failed to obtain that which he asked of 
God through the interceſſion of this his Sainr 
His ſacred body was tranſlated afterward, t 
Rome, and was placed in the Title of Equi. 
tius, which 1s the Church of S. Silveſter Poye 
&of S. Martin Biſhop, which was before buil 
in the honor of thele two Saints: & after that 
the body of S. Marti Pope & Martyr was hr. 
ried init, ſome thought that it bad been built 
in bis honor,and not inthe honor of $.Manig 
Biſhop. This was the eng of this glorious 
Martyr of God, who dyed by 3long and pains 
tull Martyrdom , for the purity ot our holy 
taith , and for the vnion of the Catholick 
Church : our Lori permitting ſogreata vice 
kedncs, and fo deteſtable a Sacriledpe , the 
more to try and refine the holy Pope ,andto 

crown him in heauen with 4 glorious crown 

of Martyrdom : and ſcuerely to puniſh the 

Empcror Conſtans for this , and the other 
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crimes which be committed. For to owit the 
other calamitys which he ſuffered , and the 
diminution , and. empairing of his Empire 
(which was very great ) he in perſon went 
into Italy with a powerfall army , and made 
war with Grimoaldus King of the Lombards; 
and was ouctrcom, and his army defcated in 
the kingdom of Naples. Afterwards he went 
to Rowe , and having been received with 
great ſolemnity by the Pope Vitalian, andby 
the other inhabitants of that holy city, inthe 
twelue daies only that he ſtayedin ie, hepilla» 
ged,& ſpoylcd it, not as Exoperor & Lord, but 
as an enemy, and tyrant. From thence healed 
into the Kingdom of Sicily, & impoling new 
and vnyuſt taxes and tributes vpon all the pro» 
uinces tubj-& vnto him , he made himſclt (o 
odious , and ill beloued,thatit was the caulc 
his death:and accordingly he was killed as he 
wasin abath, by the command of one of tis 
Captains. To the end that we wight vader 
(tand, that although God our Lord ſometimes 
permitts ſo great wickednelles, and exceſſes, 
& for i time giſlewbles them, yetinthe end be 
puniſhes them, even in this life , for the exar® 
ples, and terror of others, Of Szint Martin 
Pope and Martyr do mzke mention the Mate 
tytologes, the Roman, aad the reſt, although 
they donot all agree in the day of his Mat- 
tyrdoin. The authors allo of the Hiſtory ot 
the Popes do wiite of him, and he whom V6 
cited aboge, w ho accompanied him, and writ 
his lite , and Cardinal Barons in Þis Ann 
tations vpon the Martyrolope , and ig tic 


cighth tome of his Annals, __ 
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THE LIFE OF S. EVGENIVS 
Martyr, and firſt Archbishop of Toledo. 


=; HE fuſt that we know to haue 
jy brought the light of the holy 
I Ghoſpelto the moſt noble city 
I of Toledo, and to hauc illuſtra- 

A ted it with the firſt rays of the 
doin of Chriſt , and to have founded in it 
a Church , and Archiepiſcopal ſea, which is 
the primacy of all the Churches of Spain, was 
Saint Eugenius Martyr , the firſt Archbiſhop 
of this name. Who being the giſciple of Saint 
Denys Arcopagite , at the time that his holy 
maſter weot (by the Order of Saint Clement 
Pope )to preach in France , he was ſent by 
him into Spain , to cultivate it , and to ſow 
in itthe ſeed of heaven. And accordingly Saint 


A. 


+ 


| 


Evgenius came into Spain, and entred into 
the molt mediterranean paits , and fartheſt | 
from the Sea and made his ſeat in the city of 
Toledo , as in the center , and heart of all | 
Spain, He began immediately toſpread abroad | 
the beams of that light which he brought 
with him zand to make tame and gentle the 
hearts of thoſe Pagans and Idolaters , who 
lived like ſavage beaſts, and as a blinded pro- 
ple, and buried in the ſhadow of death , and 
in the darknes of their vices. He confirmed 
what he taught with wany miracles , and not 
leſs with his admirable manners , and moſt 
holy lite, Many of Toledo were conuerted to 
the faith ot Chriſt , and received Baptiſm: 
and the holy Paſtor had care to inſtrut , and 
feed his flock with the food of life, and to 
draw new ſheep to' it , and to make lambs of 
volues, Hauing been then ſome years em» 
ployed in this holy miniſtery, with 4 defire (as 
ktobe belicucd) to promote and increaſe the 
wok of our Lord , and to conferr with bigs 


and to: take his order and aduice about what 
remained to. be don :. leaving the Church of 
Toledo ſufficiently provided , he departed 
tor France, to ſeck out his blefled maſter; 
and being come toa certain place neer Paris, 
called Diolium, he vynderſtood that S. Denys 
had now left this Valley of tcars, and by Mar- 
tyrdom was gon tocnjoy God 19 the eternal 
habitations, Andalthough he was much affli- 
(ed for the loſs of fo good a maſter : yet not, 
withſtanding he exceedingly rejoyced tor his 
good : and moved by his example , and confi- 
ding in bis praicrs, he relolycd to proſecute 


with greater feruog , the work which Saint 
Tom, 2, 


Denys had begun: and the time that he ſhould 
ſtay there, to employ it wholly in amplifying 
the glory of the true God, and in freeing the 
ſouls of the Pagans out of the captiuity of Sa- 
than : and to animate and ſtrengthen thoſe 
that were already Chriſtians, to be conſtant 
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in the faith , withcut fear of the cruel perſe- 


cution, which Feſcennivs Siſfinius, Prete& of 
the Roman Emperot had raiſed againſt them 
in that Kingdom. That wbich Eugenius did 
came to the cars of the Prefect Sifinnius : and 
he judging that he was another Denys, whom 
he had martyred, and the Pillar and ſupport 
of all the Chriſtians of that Province , and 4 
capital enemy of his Religion and govern» 
ment ; he gaue Order to one of his Captains, 
that with ecitain armed men he ſhould go to 
Saint Eugenius , and ask him what God he 
adored , and whether he followed the fation 
of the Chriſtians or of the Pagans. The Cap» 
tain did (o, and although at firſt for his yenes 
rable hoary hairs,and yroue preſence, he trea- 
ted him with ſome reſpe& and reverence; yet 
after he had ſpoken with him;and vnderſtood 
of him that he was a Chriſtian ; and that he 
was ready to lay down 4 thouſand lives if he 
had them for leſus Chriſt ; he commanded 
his Soldiers to fall ypon him , and kill him : 
and accordingly they did ſo,and thus this holy 
Prelate gaue vp his ſoul to our Lerd , vpon 
the fifteenth of November about the year of 
Chriſt one hundred and twenty. For Saint 
Denys whom he came to ſeck,dycdin the be. 
ginning of the Empire of Adrian , to wit in 
the year one hundred and nineteen , as we 
bauc faid -iqvhis lifes | | 
There; was neer the place where they mare 
tyred him alake, which was called Marcaſius, 
into wbich the. Pagans calt the holy body of 
Saint Eugenius , that it might not be teue» 
rented by the Chriſtians. There it remained 
many years , it not being known where. ic 
was: for the perſecution of Sifinnius contis 
nuing , aid being very ſharp , at the firſt the 
Chriſtians dated not to ſeek tor the body of 
the Saint ; and to take it out of the lake, and 
afterwards by litle and litle the memory of it 
was loſt , yntill that the ſtormes , and perſe- 
cutions of the tyrants having ceaſed, and the 
heauens being cleared, and God baving giuent 
4 calm and peace to his Church, hc was plea- 
ſed to diſeover that treaſure which was hidden 
in the lake, by 2 reuclation made to 4 prinet- 
pal and rich man , called Hercold , im the 
manner following. Hercold was fick and gric- 
uovſly pained in his eyes: be liged in 4 vi.lage 
called Marcafius , which becauſe it was neer 
it gave name to the lake ,into which the body 
of Eugenivs bad, becn thrown. One night as 
Hereold was aſleep , Saint Denys appeared 
to him in the ſhape of 4-venerable old man, 
and ofgreat authority : and with a loutng and 
PPPPP gracious 
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Saint Eugenius, Archbishop of Toledo,Martyr. 


gracious countenance ſaid vnto him : Ariſe , 


body of our brother, and condiſciple Euge- 
nius , and bury it very honorably , for God 
will do great fauors for this people through 
his merits and interceſſion. Hercold awaked, 
found himſelf well , and overjoyed for his 
health, and the divin reuclation, went to the 
I;:ke , took out the body, as freſh, and without 
corruption, or any deformity, as ifthe Martyr | 
had ſuffered only vpon that very day.He com- 
tanded it to be put in 4 new cofhn , well 
accommodated , and with Canticles, Hymns, 
and praiſes , buried it in a held of his own 
bard by , where was built a Church, to which 
the faithful locked from divers parts,and God 
wrought many miracles for the merits of the 
Saint, There the holy body remained many 
years , vntill that the Normans centred into 
France, and with wars, robberyes , and fires 
made great bauock in it : and then thoſe of 
Diole, to ſecure that pretious treaſure, car- 
ried it to the Monaſtery of Saint Denys, neer 
Paris; there to leaue it in truſt, as in a ſtron» 
ver-and more ſecure place. Afterwards they 
ſay ; in proceſs of time, the people of Diole 
ſcing themſelues free from the fear ,and dan- 
ver of the Normans , returned for the holy 
body , to carry it back, and to reſtore itto 
the Church where it was belore' : but they 
could not lift it yp , for by the divin will it 
was ſo heavy , that they could by no force fir 
the cheſt in which it was. Upon this miracle 
thoſe of Diole went-home-very'lad , leauing 
the body of Saint Eugenivus in a ohappel ofthe 
Church of Saint Denys : where alſo it was re- 
nowncd for many miracles, and was frequen- 
ted by the faithfull who Came with great de- 
votion to recommend themliclyes to the Saint; 
Aſterwards Saint Gerard Abbot, and founder 
of the Monaſtery of Brone, took thence a re- 
tick of Saint Eugenivus , and put itin hisnew 
Monaſtery , and by means of it God wrought 
many miracles ;and gaue health tomany ck 
people , that were afflited with divers infir- 
mitys. It happened afrerwards that in the time 
of Raymond Archbiſhop of Toledo, ſucceſſor 
to Bernard, vnder Alphonſus the ſeventh King 
of Spain, ſurnamed the Emperor ; Pope Evge+ 
nius the third commanded 4 General Council 
to be celebrated'at Rhemes in France ? the 


” 


Atchbiſhop Raymond went toit, and paſſing |. 


by S.Denys's,and viſiting that Chnrch,he read 
in the chappel of our Saint this Inſcription: 
Here lyes Saint Engenins Martyt , the firſt 
Dishop of Twledo. He admired at the title: for in 
Spain, by reaſon of the deſtrutionwhich the 
Mores , had made; there remained no mes { 
mory ,nor knowledge of any ſuch thing. And 
informing himſelf more in particulat ofall that 
'Which was knownin that Convert, and in | 


other places concerning this Saint, he found 


the information , and ſtory which we have 
Now 


here aboue recited, The Council bei 
the Archbiſhop Raymond retina] = 
Spain : gabe an account to King Alphonſy 
of what he bad found andſcen in the Mona- 
ſtery of Saint Denys : and belought him that 
he would endeauor to get ſome relick of Sai 
Eugenius : to the end that in the Church of 
Toledo his memory might be celebrated: and 
he might be honored , and reverence) by al 
the people, and inhabitants of that City, who 
had been their fiſt Paſtor, and Prelate and 
illuminated it with the rays ot Catholick Re. 
ligion, andthe light of heaven, Kivg Alphogs 
ſus did it moſt willingly , and had a goodoe. 
caſion for todo it, Forat that time cameinto 
Spain, to viſit the body of Saiot James the 
King of France Lewis the feuenth, who wi 
ſon in law to King Alphopſus : and came to 
Toledo, whete the King his father 1n lay ſeas. 
ted him very tnagnificently : and afterwards 
beſought him with great carneſines, that he 
would fend him fome part of the body of 5, 
Eugenivus , that was in the Monaſtery of $. 
Denys , for the holy Church of Toledo: and 
the King of France ſent himthe right am of 
Saint Eugenius : the which was receiuedyith 
very great ſolemnity at Toledo , the King 
himfelt Alphonſus , and his ſons , with fines 
lar deuotion and humility carrying it yon 
their ſhoulders, and givuipg it as a moſt pre- 
tious gift to the Church ot Toledo, where it 
is kept tothis day in the Sacriſty, The tranſhs 
tion of thisarm wasin the' year of our Lord 
one thouſand one hundred fiſty fix, vpon the 
twelfth of February. But there 'wasmade ano- 
ther more glorious tranſlation to the ſame 
City of Toledo from rhe Church of Saint 
Denys , inthe yeat one thouſand fue hundred 
xy five , vpon the eighteenth day ot Nourity 
ber , in the time of Philip the Second King of 
Spain ; who requeſted of Charles the ninth 
King of France his btother in law”, andol 
Queen Catharinhis mother ( vnder whole 
tuition the King was by reaſort of his mind 
rity ) the body of Saint Eugenius, and they 
graciouſly delivered it voto Don Peter Matt 
rick”, ſon to the Lord:deputy of Caftille(ybo 
at 'that -time' was Canon of the Church of 
Toledo, and aftetwatds was 3 Religiousman 
of the Society of LES Y'S ) whom the ſar 
Church ſent into France forit. [t wasreceived 
inthe city of "Toledo \, with _— 
pomp; triumph, ahd rejoycing ? all that c 
and Chureh behaving themſclues wortlil), 
in making new inaentions - and feaſts, t0!t- 
ceivc,honor , and reactence their ancleat P? 
Nor , and holy Prelate. But zlthough thi 
wete many remarkable things in that 1ecÞ 
tian , the moſt illuſtrious was , to ſee bis 
tholick Majeſty King Philip , and 1. 
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Saint Eugenius, Archbishop of 'Toledo;,Marcyr. 


Charles his ſon, and the Archdukes of Auſtria | 


' Rodolphus ( who is now Emperor ) and Er- 
* neſtus bus brother , ſons of the Emperor Ma- 


ximilian the ſecond, and nephews of the ſame 
King Philip , to carry vpon their ſhoulders 
the (hiine in which was the body of the holy 
Biſhop. For what trigmphant chariot may be 
compared tothe (holders of fogreat and pow- 
erfull a King , and Monarch of fo great a part 
of the world ? who acknowledging , out of 
his picty , bow far the grace and glory which 
God giues his Saints,do ſurpaſs all the Majeſty 
& Empite of this world, huwbled & proſtrated 
himiclt beſore the bones , and aſhes of S. Eu« 
ocnius, reverencing God in his feruant, Chriſt 
in his member, the holy ſpirit in his temple : 
and venerating that body which had been the 
faithſull companion , and inſtrument of his 
bleſſed ſoul , tor the fo great glory of him that 
created it. The body of Saint Eugenius was 
placed in a chappel, vnder the great Altar of 
the Church , where it remains , and is reue- 
trenced with great deuotion , and concurs of 
all the city. Ot Saint Eugenius do make men- 
tion the Martyrcloges, the Roman, and thoſe 
of Vſuard and Ado ,and the Breuiary of To- 


 ledotand in 4 certain Council it was com- 


manded ; that the hifttory of'this Saint ſhould 
be read in the Church, 
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THE LIFE OFS. GREGORY 

Thaumaturgus , Bishop, and Confeſſor. 

| watds was called Gregoty , Biſhop of 

Neoceſarea,; was written by the azoft 

cloquent Door Saint Gregory Nyilen , bro- 
ther to Saint Baſil the great : and Saint Baſil 
him(clf highly -praifes him ; and calls hiw Gre- 
goty the Great, He was 10 renowned for pro- 
digics and miracles , that they gauc him the 
name of Thaumaturgus'; Which is to fay in 
Gteek® worker of miracles atid wonders; and 
they compare him to Moyles-for the many, 
and notable miracles which he has wrought 
and his life was ſuch, that it may be held the 
greatelt ot all his miracles, This moſt holy 
man was born at Ncoceſarca-in Pontus, His 
Parcnts were noble and rich , but Pagans. 
From his youth he was very wellinclined;and 
Ziuen to the' moral works of vertue. And has 
wng gotica the-tirtt rudiments of learning, 


be was ſencto Alexandria (where at that time 
Uic ltudics of good aits Hourbcd much) there 


HE life of S. Theodore , who after. 


to ſtudy Philoſophy , and whaiſocucrels was 


get honor and gain, In this ſtudy of Plutoſo- 
phy, Godenlightencd him, and in the daiknes 
of the books of the Pagans diſcoucred vant 
him the light of the truth. For ſcing the 
variety , and diucrfity of opinions , which 
was amonglt the Philoſophers themſclues 
(cucn in things of greateſt importance, which 
touch the nature , providence , gouecrnm.nt, 
and Majeſty of God , and the happines and 
cndot man ) he vaderſtood , that that do- 
ctria could not be truc which-was ſo tell of 
contrarictics, and topperys; and that that was 
only ccrtain and tccure , which our holy re- 
ligion taught; and fo cmbraced it, and made 
hunſelt a Chriitian. He continued in his tu- 
dics, giving rare example of modeſty and ver- 
tuous behauiour:therc was nothing diſordered 
cither 1n his words, or works. He was cour- 
tcous , meck ,and humble in his carriage: tos 
wards all,anda wirror of vertuc to his fellow+ 
pupills , and to all the other ſtudents of that 
Vaiuerfity : amongſt whom lome that were 
difſolute and debauched , could not endure 
ſucha modeſty and compoſedacs of manners, 
as ſhined in Saint Gregory : tor that it was 
a tacit reprehenſfion ot their vices. They re- 
lolucd therefore to detame him, and to giue 
out that he wasnot fo chait , nor ſo modeſt 
as he ſeemed to be, They compatted with 3 
laſciuious woman ,and of 4 bad lite, and pro- 
miled her a good reward, it when Gyegory 
was 10. the company of. the graue men, and 
Philoſophers , ſhe would ſet-vpon hiq , and 
demand -of him the price ot the filthines 
which he had committed with her , but had 
not payed her for it. The lewd and ſhameles 
woman did fo, She entred one day- into the 
place where the holy yong man was diſputing 
4 queſtion of Philoſophy with certain Phila= 
ſophers; and with greatboldnes complaining, 
and crying out reviled him , for that bauing 
had to do with her, he had not payed her, 
what he had promiſed her. Thoie that were 
preſent were troubled to hear that which. they 
had never before heard of Gregory : and vn- 
derftandiog that it was-3 ſlaunder , and that 
he was not guilky of that wickednes , they 
went about to thruſt her out thence as an 19+ 
tamous and lying woa-an. But Gregory Was 
not troubled nor changed in mind or coun 
tenance at what was talſly ſaid of him ; but 
very gravely and quietly turning biaſclt $0 
his {e:uant ,-be commanded him to giue that 
woman that which (be demanded , thats. ſhe 
might be gon, and not hinder nor interrupt 
the conference. and diſpute which they ay 
in, His ſervant gaue the woman all that the 
demanded ,and the had no ſooner recciued it 
iato her hand , but by the zuſt judgement of 


God the devil caticd into her, ane began moſt 
gticuouſly 
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neceſlary to cultiuate his great wit ,,and t@ 
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pricuouſly to torment her : and did-nor ceaſe, 
vatill that the holy yong man prayed for her 


Nove»- and freed her : all admiring at the modefty of 
BE Gregory,and at the teſtimony which Gad bad 


given of his innocency, by viſibly puniſhing 
the woman , and by hearing the praiers of the 
ſame Gregory , and delivering her through 
bis interceſſion. Saint Gregory having ended 
the ſtudies of Philoſophy ,and human ſciences, 
he applied himſclt co Divinity, and to learn it 
the better, he reſolued to make himſelt Ori- 
gens ſchollar , who at that time was held an 
Oracle for knowledge , and a great Doctor of 
the Church. He came to him with bis brother 
called Athenodore, a learned man, whoatter- 


wards was 4 Biſhop, and 4 glorious Maityr of | 
_ didfly, and the other followed him, butcould 


our Lord, in the time of the EmperorAurclian: 
and the Roman Martyrologe wakes mention 
of him as ſuch vpon the erghteenth of Oo» 
'ber. The two brothers remaincd in the ſchool 
of Otigen five whole years: and went out of 
it ivſtruQed in the divin Scriptures, and made 
yery great progreſs in the vnderſtanding of 
them. And Saint Hierom writes , that it was 
Origen , who ſeing the great wit of S. Gre» 

ory , and of his brother , cxhorted them to 
the ſtudy of Philoſophy : and by litle and litle 
inſtruſted them in the taith of Chiiſt, vatill 
that he made them imitators of himſclt. Euſes 
bius Ceelarienſis faics the ſame ; and adds,that 
they made. ſo good progreſs in learning , and 
ycitue, that cuen when they were yong men 
they were taken outof the ſchool of Origen 
to be made-Biſhops. Gregory afterwards re- 
turned to Neoceſarca bis own city , which 
at that time was all Pagan , and giucn to Ido» 
Jatry,and there were but ſcucnteen Chriſtians 
in it. All preſently ſet their eyes vpon Gre- 
gory, for his nobility, modeſty, great wit, and 


learning. They all cxſpe&ted ſome demonitra- 


tion of that which he had learnt: but he would 
make no ſhew of his knowledge , but only of 


. his modefty ,by bis filence , and ſolitude : re- 


tiring himſelf 'out of the noyſe and atfairs of 
the city and treating with God by praicr,beg- 
ging bis tauor, and with his neighbors, con- 
ccrnitg their profit , and the meansthey were 


to rake to pet heauen, But how much locucr 
Gregory withdrew and hid himſclt, the light 
that was ſhut vp in his breaſt , could not but 


-manifeſt- itſelf, and come foith, The fame of 
his vertue & learning cxtendeditfelf through- 


- out all that countrey : for which cauſe thoſe 


that knew bim not, deſired to know himzand 
thoſe that conucriſed with him , to conners 
mGre with him, for the profit which they 


' reaped out of his holy conuerlation, Where- 


forc a holy Biſhopof the Churchof Amaſca, 
called Fedimus , ſeing how few Chiiſtians 


' there weie inthe city of Neocelarea, and that 
the Pagans wete many , and flouriſhed , and 
_ mifuſcd the Chuiſtians : inflamed with a zeal | 


of the glory of God , and moued with þ; 

ſpirit, he greatly deſired to make == » 
ſhop of Neoceſarca , that by his great vertue 
and Jearning he might cultivate it , and ani. 
mate the Chriſtians , and conuert the Heas 
thens, For this cauſe himſelfwentto ſeek out 
Saint Gregory, with intention tolay his hands 
vpon him, and to cogſecrate him Biſhop, Gre. 
gory vnderſtood it , and to exempt himſelf 
lirom that weighty burden , which he judged 
to be aboue his ſtrength , retied hunſelf 

flying from one ſolitary place to another,that 
he might not mcet with Fedimus, nor accept 
of the Biſhoprick. Fedimus ſought Gregory 
to make him Biſbop, and Gregory hid him- 
ſelf that he might not be Biſhop, The one 


not oucrtake him ; yatill that one day ,Fedi: 
mus vaderſtanding that Gregory was three 
daics journeys off , with great confidence he 
conuerted hitaſeltto God, & beſought him that 
he would look ypon him,and ypon Gregory: 
and ſcing that he could not now lay bis hands 
vpon him to conſecrate him Biſhop, that he 
would make vic of his words, with which 
being abſent he dedicated him vntohim, and 
offered him to be Biſhop of Neoceſarea, for 
the good of that Church, The woids ot Fedi« 
rus were of ſo great force , as ſpoken by the 
ſpecial inſtin& and inſpiration of our Lord, 
that when Gregory knew of them, he dared | 
not to refilt them, but ſubmitted his neck to 
the yoke , and vndertook the charge ofthe 
Church of Neoceſarea , permitting himſelſto 
be conſecrated Biſhop with the rites andcetes 
monies of the Church; 

. Saint Gregory now ſcing himſelf to be Bi- 
ſhop , he rcſolucd to lay aſide all affairs of 
fleſh and blood, and to attend only to thoſe 
of his Paſtoral office, and before all thingsto 
the tcaching and inſtruRting of his flotk : 
and defiring that thedoArin he taughtthem 
wight be pure ,and fincere, and without the 
mixture of any of thoſe many errors, which 
in thoſe daics the devil ſoived ; like cock 
amongſtthe good ſeed : he gaue hinſelſmuch 
to praicr , beſceching our Lord throughthe 
interceſſion of his moſt Sacred Mother , that 
he would colighten bim , and diſcouer tobid 
what he wasto preach to his flock. As he was 
praying one night'with this anxicty and cate, 
the moſt gracious Queen of Angels apptared 


ynto him, in great jplendor,andin the ſhape 
of 4 Lady more diuin , then human ; and tut- 


ning hberſelfto Saint Tohn Evangeliſt who ac- 
companicd het, by her ſide, ſhe ordained him, 
to declare to Gregory the myſterics of hevs 
ven, and to giue him 4 ſumm or formula 


. that which he was to belicue , and to teach: 


and the ſacred Evangeliſt did ſo. And with 
this the vifion diſappeared , and Gregory Ic* 


mained inſtrufted and comforted , and wii 
| dow? 
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Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus, Bishop. | 
-— down that formula which had been revealed 
17 yntobim: by means whereof the Chriſtians 
Wori* If Ncocclarca were inftructedin his time, and 
-x afterwards , without falling into any error, 
Saint cn__ then furniſhed with ſo good 
arms, and tauorcd with the ſuccour of heaucn, 
went forth into the ficld againſt the hoſts of 
Sathatn : to make. war like a valiant ſoldier 


858 | 
the devils anſwered him , as they vſed to _ 
do. The Prieſt was aſtonicd , and being a ""* 
prudent man , and God willing by this _ A 
means to illuminate him , he ſet himſelf 4 ety 
to conſider , that the G2d whoai Grego- : 
ry ſerved muſt niceds be more powertull 
then his Gods : (ciog that in his name Gre- 
gory had becn able to caſt theai out of 


againſt Idolatry ,and hell , and to defend the 
party of our Lord. All that countrey was full 
of Temples dedicated to the deuils and in the 
woods , groues, and mountains, were offered 
vp abominablc ſacrifices : and the worſhip of 
the true. God wasfaln down , and much de- 
cayed by reaſon of the tew Chriſtians that 
were in Neoteſatez, But it happened, that S. 


Gregory leawng his ſolitude ; and travelling | 


towards the tity with ſome of his familiar 
fricads ; be came to 4 tetnple of Apollo there 
by ; and becauſe it rained , and was late , he 
faicd in it. This Temple was very famous, 
and much frequented by the Pagans who 
came to the dewil , that was worſhipped in it, 
as t0 an Oracle : and by means of the Piieſt 
propounded their doubts and petitions to the 
devil; and with the anſwers which he gaue 
them icturned home to theit houſes. S. Gre- 


ory putified the Tewple with the fign of | 
the Croſs; and ſpent all the night watching. 


in praicr, and praifiog our Loid as'he was 


wont. In the morning he departed; and went 
on-in, bis joutney, S.Gregory being gon torth 
the Prieſt of the Idols entred into the Temple, 
to offer his ſacrifices and oblations: He heard 
great clamours, and lamentable howlings of 
the devils, who crycd our, and ſaid yato hit, 
that they could not enter into that- houſe, be- 
cauſe Gregory had been ia it; The Prieſt offe- 
xcd greater-Sactifices, and dida}l that he could 


their Temple , and to make them return 
back again by the command of one word 
alone, And moucd by this conſideration, he 
went to Saint Gregory , and recotintedtohim 
that which had >alled, and intreated hith,that 
he would declare ynto him , who that God 
was, whom he ſerucd , and that gatie him ſo 
great power. And the Saint having anſwered 
hicti that which it was conucnicac for hit to 
hear, and that the myſteries of out holy faith 


wete not confirmed by words , but by mira- 


cles: the Pricit beſought him that he would 
work a miracle , that he might know what 
he ſaid to bE'the truth , and might ſtibmic 
himſclf, and hold for the true God him whom 


he picached. Arid Saint Gregory anſwering 


him that he ſhould chooſe what micicle he 
would hate him work , the Pricſt ſaid vato 
him , that he ſhould make 2 vety great rock 
that was there recoue to another place.Saint 
Gregory irtimediately did ſo:and as if the rock 
had been endowed with redfon ; fo he tome 
mandcd it to temone to the place which the 
other had aſſigned: and it obeyed , and did 
that which was commandcd it. The mati was 
aſtoniſhed, and convinced, arid with his wife 
and childien , and family , was conuerted to 


the faith of Chiiſt : and beſought the Saint, 


that he would tecciue him into his ſetuiceand 
company,to be pirtaker of his labors and me- 
rits: The fame of theſe two. ſo great miricles 


to appeaſe them, and to make them) return to 
the temple : but ſeing that all his labor was 
to no purpoſe,, he went after Saint Gregory, 
and oucrtook hia , and in 4 great rage and 
fury told bin , that he would accuſe him to 
the Magiſtrates , and canſc himto be ſencrely 
punifhed : for that bezng a Chtiſtian, atd an 
ency of the Gods , he hadeatied into their 
temple , and caſt them oat of it , and ſtopped 
their oracles. To which S. Gregory anſwered 


was diuulged ih the city , how that S.Gregory 
had caſt their Gods out of their Temple, and 
giucn them leaue to return vato it , and tranf- 
fetredk hoge rock into another place: and all 
the people corifounded and aftoniſhed to hear 
ſuch new and wonderfull things, vaderſtan- 
ding that he was coting, went out toreceiue 
him with extraorditary acclamations,and re- 
joycitgs. But it WaSa — thing, atid yet 
4 greater mizacle ,that the Saint ſhould go fo 


him with great modeſty, that he muſt know, 
that he was the feruant of a Lord , in whoſe 
name he could caſt the devils out of what 
place he pleaſed, and carry then) whither he 
Pleplcd: The Pricſt admiring atchis ſaid vato 

kn: make them then return to»the Temple 
where they were , that E may vnderſtand that 
thou haſt 1o great power, Gregory opened a 
book which be carried aloog with tum, and 
tore out of it A litle part ofa leaf, and writin 
it only theſe words: Gregory t6 Sathan, Enter, 
The Pricſt took the note , put it ypon the 
Altar , offercd his Sacrifice , and immediately 

| Tom. 2, 


| 


recolte&ed within himſclf, and fo fixed _ 
God, that he paſſed through the midle of al 

the people, as if he had been in the deſert, 
and ſaw eo body being ſurrounded as he was 
on all fides , and preſſed with ſuch 4 maltitude 
of people, He would not ſeck after I houſe i 
the city , nor hauc any lands , or poſleſſions; 
for that ail his care was God, and the falua» 
tion of ſouls: vatill thatd rich and principal 
Gcotleman',; called Mauſonius , louingly cane 
treated him and importunec him to take yp 


his lodging at his houſe, He did fo , and 
much people began to flock thither to him, 
of all 
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all eſtates ; ages, and conditions : to ſee, and 
conuers with 4 man that was more then a 
man , and to get inſtrufion for their ſouls, 
and health for their bodies, And accoidingly 


the Saint did, teaching cuery one that which, | 


he was to do to ſauc himſclf , aod healing 
the infirm of all the grievances which they 
ſuffered, He Gated thaſ that wanted com- 
fort ; be perſwaded my to yong men; pa- 
tience to old men 3 to ſeruants obgdience 
towards their maſters: and to maſters cle 
mency and goodnes towards their ſcruants : 
tothe rich almes and to the poor lufterance & 
cootentednes with their «ſtate. lo fine,to all, 
men, and women,yong, abc old, he imparted 
the bread of heauenly dotiin , and gaue (a- 
virg documents. There were 10 many who 


were converted to our boly foith , and fo| 


reat was the fire of the loue of God, which 
was kindled in them by the words of $, Gre- 
gory.that preſently they [er ypon the building 
of a Church to the true God , every one offe- 
rivg his labour , and mcans to advance the 
work: The which was perfected , the Saint 
giviog it his benediftion: and it was ſo itrong, 
and firm, and 1o well tounded , that a great 
carthquake happening alter ards (by which 
all the buildings, bouts, and Temples ofthe 
City of Neoceſarea fc tothe ground)only this 
Church which Saint Gregory built, remained 
ſtanding , by the ſpecial grace , and proui- 
dence of our Lotd. Euſebius Czlatienfhis ſaies, 
that by his praicr he made A great rock (plit 
itſelf , and;give way tor the; Luilding of this 
Church : of ſuch torce were his praters, and 
ſo much did God hoacs his Sdint:; who was 
now held tor ſuch , ard relpegd , and reue- 
renced as 4 divin thivg ; and come from hea- 
ven: and tor this caulc thole who had ſutes in 
law , and controucifies amongſt themſelucs, 
put them intg his hands , to be decided 
and determined by him. The truth is that all 
did not obey him in cucry thing , but the di- 
ſobcdient preſently felt it to their coſt ; ag it 
happened to two Brothers, yong , and rich , 
that had newly centred into poſieſſion of their 
lands who went to law about which of them 
ſtould be Lord of 5 certain lake in which there 
was much fh , cach of them ſtriving to be 
ſole Lord cf it , without a 'companion. The 


difference betwixt the two brothers by the | 


hcat of their blood , and by each ones coue- 
touſnes of his proper intereſt grew to ſuch a 
beight_, that they reſoluedto come to blows, 
and to decide the matter. by theis weapons. 
Saint Gregory heard of it, and when they were 
vpon tbe point to fight ,went to them : and 
intteated them, that they would be pacityed, 
and wake more account of natural louec, then 
ofthe1r intereſt; and agreelike good brothers, 
The yorg wen heard bim ,and did not hear 


and lefr off their ſutes, and weanglings cafly . 


themlelues at the fect ot the Saint, that by} 
praicrs had taken away the caule and Sond 
af their quarrel. Nor was:that other mira 
leſs admirable, which he wrought, putting 4 
| bridle , and l1mit to the river Lycus an 
; great and furious {iream , Which going Oltt of 
ts channel, ruined, anddeſtroyed all the con. 
| trey through which it paſſed, The people of 
; that territory cawetoSaint Gregory, andtelg 
him.of the great dammages which they recei 
acd from that riuer, when it broke its boynd, 
and increaicd. by.the fall of great rains itouer. 
flowed the fields, and carcicd away trees herds 
of.catte] , and the very houſes, and theinhs: 
bitants of-their towns: and that all the teme, 
dies which they had vicd,' had profited they 
nothing. wherefore they beſought him that 
he would. fuccour them in that ſo extremene. 
ceſſity , that fo. wany villages and townsthere 
abouts might not be wholly defolated. The 
Saint had compaſſion of them: went thither 
and hauing ſcen the diſpoſition of theplace, 
he ſet the aft which be carried in his hand 
inthe bapkofthe river, beſecchingourLod, 
that-that ſtaff might he the limitand boundof 
the rigcs. And ſoit was, for the Raff took root 
io the carth, and became 2 preat tree: and 
when the river ſwelled wuch , and ws moſt 
furious, approaching with its waters and tou» 
ching that tree, it ſtopped , and returned back 
' again, without beipg able to paſs any further; 
| by vertue. of that Lord , whoput bounds to 
' the ſea, and aid vato it : Hitherto abolt thou 
| come, and bere thy furious wanes ball be bikes. 

Then what ſhall L ſay of another miracle not 
leſs wondettull ?. For an voiverfal Plague has 
uing ouerſpread the whole world (whichthey 
lay laſted ten years) and being come tothe 
city of Neoccſarca, and ſeizing vponit like 
deuouring fire, there was no other remedy to 
extiDguilh t , but the merits , and prajers df 
; Saint Gregory , who into whatſocuer houſe 
| that he entered, carried health along wit 
him. And by this occafion many Pagans 0b* 
tained the health of of their ſouls, and wete 
conuented <o our holy Religion , vnderſtare 
diog,that that plague was 4 puniſhment of 
their Idolatry, 

Stupendivus were the prodigies whichS 
Gregory wrought, and wondertull the things 
which he <d:; but amongſt others there vis 
one, of no leſs profit for jouls , then ofadw 
ration, for.the novelty of the accident , and 
the manner thatit happened. The inbabitanis 


biw, ſox they would ppt obey him. Where- { of the city of Conan intreated him that he 


you 


', R 
- Biſhop of bis chooſing, He commanded them 


\ us that they (hould contere , and treat amongſt 


\ 


mott to be 1cgarded as the principal thing n 
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would come and viſit them, He did ſo. They | 
treated with him that he would give them a | 


themie!ues, who among them all was fitteſt 
{orthat dignity. And they doing (©, and ſet 
ting their eyes vpOD perions that were hono- 
zable for their parentage , cloquence , and 
other parts , which are Jonked 'vpon , and 
eſtechhed much in the world , and propoſing 
them to Saint Gregory : he told thegs , that 
thole paits wluch they fought attcr , and 1c- 
quired were not the principall that were 1e* 
quied in a Biſhop, but landtity, vertue ,and | 
pradence: any that thele were tO be preferred | 
before the othess : and that he that excelled | 
10 theſe was to be cboſen wholocher he was. 
To this oue n-ade aniwer, According to this | 
wle,we may well take Alexander the Collier 
for our Biſhop. This Alexander. was 4 very 
wiſe wan, and a great Philoſopher, and not | 
lels holy , and a4 contemner of the world:who 
that he might ve vaKnown , and moreabalrd 
amongſt men , Icauing bis books , and the 
fivdics of vain wiledom,, and inflamed with 
thelouc , and light of true and heavenly wite- / 
dom , had taken- the ditguile of A vile and 
abje& man , and. made-hiaielf a colliec in the 
city of Comana, where he hucd by the- ſabor 
of bis hands, When Saint Gregory heard the | 
name ot Alexanger the Collicr, God inſpired 
hic, and rcucaled voto him, that that was the 
wan who was fit to be Biſhop, He commanded 
him to be brought betore him. He came all | 
ſmutched and twearcd in bis colliers weed: all 
that were preſcat laughing toſec bim,& much 
wore at: the 1caſon and cnd of his coming. 
The Saint a:ked him ſome queſtions, and by | 
his prudent an{wers he vnderſtood , that he | 
was more then what he ſcemed to be: and 
that ynder that vile clothing was hidden great 
wiſcdom , and fanRity. He called him apart, 
and. asked him 1n private who he was, and 
fo viged him that he could not deny the truth. 
Saint Gregory embraced him , and clothed 
bim decently, and gzuc him tor Biſhop to that 
tity : declaring voto them who be was, and 
the eftecra they ought to have of him : and 
that it 'was the will of God thathe ſhould be 
their Paſtor and Prelate : and be proued ſuch 
an excellent good one ,that he came to be 4 
Martyr ot our Lord, andended his life by the 
fre , and the Roman Martyrologe makes 
mention of him vpon the eleventh of Auguſt, 
By this fat S, Gxegory declared what ought 


] 


we. MA 


the cleQions of Biſhops : and his courage in 
oppoſing tholc , who propoſed vnto him per- 
fons adurned with parts and talents which 
the would citeemes an1 admires , rather then 
with talents which are pretiousin the eyes of 


hin that is to be Paſtor +and &s fuch, and not 
as amercenary, is to feed , and to defend frons 


the wolues thoſe: ſheep , which the ſupreme _ 


Paſtor,and Prince of all Paſtors Jeſus Chritt, 
bought with his blood. And withatl. the Saiat 
ſhewed the light which he had. from heauen; 
by which he diſcoucred the treaſure: that was 


———— 


I. . 
Noven- 


BER, 


hidden amongſt the coals*:; and: vnder the 


humble attire of Alexander, But who can rex 
count all the other miracles; which this. moſt 
holy and-miraculous man wrought 2 S. Gre 
gory Nyflen excuſes. himlclf from doing ot it;} 
lor that it would be (avhe faics ) 3:'very long; 
bufines , and which: would' 1<quire -mucty 
lcalure and time, OneI will aut omit, which 


happened vnto him with the icwszwho parts 


ly' out of couctouſnes , and pastlyitb:, coli. dt 
the Saint , and to giuc to vadesftand'tbat'it 
was an caly matter'to decciue:ihia , agreed 


amongtt thermſclues to. abk ar alms ot hiad , 


in 'this manner. Saint Gregory 1ctbining.t6l 
the city two Iews put themfclues.'in - the 
way by which he was to. pats; the-ane:lying 
ſtretched out -ypori The--ground: asr2t hethac 
been dead, and thetother lameating' and bes 
wailing of him + who at'the: nale:chat the 
Saint'paſled , raiſed his voice!; andigtoaning 
and fighing ſaid vatohitw ; that the paoryong) 
man'that lay there vpon thegrouad,was dead 
ſuddenly , and-was ſopoorthat he Ead not 2 
ſheer to wrap him in , nor any.thing:where« 


. with to bury him: wheretorethe:.belought 


him, that he would belp him with ſomethang 
that he might be able to giuehin burial; S. 
Gregory had compaſſion ot him, and inftayge 
tly plucked off the Rotcher:which beware; 
and caſt it ypon him that feizned huaſelt dead; 
and paſſcd on his way-lcauing theaws lews 
alone. T hen one ofthem , he-who-had begged 


| the alazs, began to laugh oor abut ;.and to 


fay to his companion, that hemigtitriſe nows 
therr plot had ſucceeded, and they haddeceis 
ved him whom the Chriſtians held:for ſucha 
wiſe ran. And the other giving him no-an+ 
fwer , he raiſed his voice higher, andplucking 
bim with bis hand , and kicking himwith-bs 
foot , he bad him riſe. But all thiswasnot tuff 
cient , for he lay ill without ary fignoof ſenſe 
or life : and the garment that Saint Gregory 
gaue him, as ſoon as it toucht hiay, ferucd 
him for a winding-fhcet , waich was that 
which his companion begged tor him : and he 
who went about to decciue the Saint was 
himſcif deceiued : and was ſtruck dead in« 
deed, who feigned hiamlclt to be dead: God 
teaching vs by this miracle, the reſpe& which 
we ought to haue towards his Saints, 

The manner of our Lords preſerving Saint 
Gregory from being killed , is not of lefs ad» 
miration , then the killing of the Iew who 
went about to ſcoff at him, The cruel and 
terrible periccution of the Emperor Decius 

Was 


Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus, Bishop, 


$81 
Was raiſed in his time ayainſt the Catholick | that a Chriſtian called Troadivs, at thatti 
15, © Church. The Chriſtians were afflitted with | had overcome the torments, and ——— Pr, 
Novey. new and exquiſite torments , and deſtroyed | ed with the glory of Martyrdom, And ya x } 
»sa. by kinds ofdeaths ncuer heard ofbefore;Some | Deacon going ſecretely into the City, found = 


themſclues topray, at ſome litle diſtance from 
one another.God ſo blinded the Soldiers, that 
they ſaw them not, but in place of them they 
ſecmcd to.ſce two trees : and lothey returned 
back again, ſaying that Gregory was not in 
that monntain ,nor had they feen any thing 
Mit but two trees. He that was their ſpy 
knew thathe was there ; for that be had ſeen 
him , and going into the mountain again, 
found him 'with his companion: and vnder- 
Randing that God had couceed him , that the 


pn 
fled into deſerts , and hid themſclues in caues | that to be true which the Saint had told him _ - 
yader ground. Othcrsdycd.conſtantly torthe | At another time going out of neceſſity to = a 
faith. Many were diſmayed and Apobatized; | bathe himſelf in 4 bath , he vaderſtcog tha L 
and all were ſcattered and terrifyed like ſheep | there was 2 devil in 1t , who killed all thole | 
furrounded on all ſides by 4 flock of moſt cruel | that cntred by night into that bath : and for tl 
wolucs, Saint Gregory judged , that it was | this cauſe no body dated tocanter intoit af that ti 
more conuenient, that the people at preſent | time.Bug the Saint without any apprehed(ion of 
ſhould retire themmſclues, and thatit was better | or fear, entred intoit, ſtayed init ,andcane 0 
that thicy - ſhould fly that tempeſt , and fave | forth of it : andatthough the devils to afripht ir 
themſclues , then put themſclues in to it | him made great noyſe, and cauſed thehouſe 1 
with danger of being deſtcoyed : and to giue | to ſhake ,and as it were flames of firetocone O 
them example ,and that he might be better | out ofthe very water, & other terrible things ir 
able to aſiſt them , hinſclt fied ahd went to | which would haue diſmaycd and terrified ay ſt 
3 mountain'taking in his company bim that | man though never ſo ſtout , and Couragious : 
had been a Pricſt of the Ido)s, and bad been | Saint Gregory with only the fizn ofthe croſ H 
converted (as we haue ſaid) and was now a | mocked and ſcoffed at them , ſhewing hoy ti 
Deacon..The Pagans although they had great. | much mote-powerfull the ſervant of our Lord "ly 
barred and rage againſt all the Chriſtians and, | is then all the force ot bell, and that the devils ra 
with incrcedibleiligenee fought and fearcht | can do no more then what God permits them; in 
aſtet them; and drew them -Qut from yndex | The ſtormand perſecutian , which the deui br 
the earth; yet principally they direQted their | had railed againſt the Chriſtians , being over W 
darts ; and machins agaiaſt Saint Gregory 2 | Saint Gregory returned tothe city ; and like cc 
they judging, that this yaliant Captain being | 4 good Paſtor gathered togethet his flock and re 
ducrcome , all the reſt would yecld vp them» | ordained that eucry year there ſhould he oj 
ſclues. The Iudges and miniſters of the Em | feaſts kept in honor of the Martyrs; and that T, 
peror vnderſtood that Saint Gregory was in | thoſe days ſhould be ſolemnly celebratedon we 
the mountain:.and they ſent ſoldiers with 4 | which they had laid down their liues for (1 
guide or ſpy'to take tum, They aſccnded the | Chriſt, and had obtained the crown of Mar Sa 
mountain, Saint Gregory and his Deacon ſet | tyrdom: and permitted the people yponthoſe lat 


daics to rezoyce , and to tmake themlelues 
metry by ſome honeſt entertainments. And 
knowing tbat his happy departure out of this 
temporal life to the eternal drew neer , kc 
vifited his Dioccls with extraordinary dilis 
genee,defiring to know whether there wat 
in it any one that was not a Chriſtian : and 
he vaderſtood that in the city of Neoceſuea 
(which was great and populous) there were 
only feuentcen Pagans that were knoyn, & 
he praiſcd our Lord for it. For that when he 


Soldiers might not ſee him, and that Gregory | took vpon him the charge of the Biſhopiick, Wi 
was vader bis wings and protection , he caſt | &cntred into the city,there were (as wehave hic 
himſclf at his fect, and was connerted, and of | ſaid aboue) only ſcucntcen Chriſtians : and lik 
2 perſecutor that he was before , he began to | beſought God , that he would keep the faitts ve) 
be one of thofe that were pexſecuted.Praying | full in bis holy Religion , and convert vito the 
One time in the mountain , and lifting vp | it thoſe ſeucntecn Jnfidels , and all the ce tha 
his bands ( like another Moyles ) to heaven | that were in the whole world, Then he be bet 
for the faithtull that fought in their tormcats | ſought thoſe that were preſent , that they fai 
for Iefus -Chr:, he faw by diuin rcuelation | would not bury his body in #ſepuleher prop Fe 
the combat of one of his valorous ſoldiers, | to him, nor made on parpoſe for him , but bk / 
called Troadius, who was put to moſt erucl | in the ſepulcher of ſome other man : for gor 
eorments : and aftcr that Saint Gregory had | that as in his life he had to proper houſe to thy 
been for 4 while as it were trankported and | live in ;fo atter his death his body wight tou 
abſorpt , he returned to his wonted cornte= | haue no proper graue. Hauing faid this , be an; 
Nance ; and with joy ſaid to his companion | gaue vp his bleffed foul to our Lord inthe wc 


that verſe of the Pſalm : Bleſſed be God that | yeat of Chriſt two hundred fixty fix , in the F:; 
bas not permitted ws to fall , nor to be torn in | raignof Gallicous ,vpon the ſeucnteenth 9 
peeces by their tetth, And he declared vato him, } Nouember , on which the Church _ 


ys 
* 
þ 
74 


1779. 3 coffin, andplaced in 4 certain Church :and 


1#* ourLord wrought by him after his death, many 
1u* and great miracles, amongſt which Theodore 


/ The life of Saint Gregory was written (as we 


Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus , Bishop. - 


his feaſt, The body of the Saint was put in| 


LeQor recounts one very remarkable. To wit, 
that God willing toſend a greatcarthquakein 
the city of Neoceſarea, 4 ſoldier that was en- 
tied into it, faw two other ſoldiers going out 
of it,8& 3 man who followed them , and cryed 
out, & ſaid ynto them:haue 4 care of the houſe, 
in which the coffin , and body of Gregory is. 
The earthquake came , and the greateſt part 
ot the city was thrown down ; but the Church 
in wkich the body of the Saint was, remained 
ſtanding , firm , and without any harm. 

Saint Gregory writ ſore books, which S. 
Hicrom cites, One of them was an interpreta» 
tion of Eccleſiaſtes , which — it was 
ſhort,S. Hicrom ſaies it was very profitable, E- 
raſmus Roterodamus ſaies, that in his time this 
interpretation was found at- Baſil, in the lj- 
brary of the Dominicans. Another thing 
which he writ was, the Catholick faith con- 
cerning the moſt holy Trinity, as it had been 
reucaled yvnto him : which is cited in the bes 
vinnining of the filth Synod, with this title: 
The expoſition of the faith, according to the Re- 
welation of Gregory Bisbop of Neoce/area. The 
which (as Saint Baſil ſecmes to ſignify ) the 
Saintin another Treatiſe explicatcd more at 
large, In ſuch ſorte , that he did not only by 
his preaching , life ,and miracles illuſtratethe 
Churchof our Lord, but alſo by his writings. 


have ſaid ) by another Gregory Biſhop of 
Nyſſe, brother to Saint Baſil, whom we have 

chiefly followed. And the ſame S. Baſil (who 

was brought vp at Neoceſarca, with the milk, 

and inftru&ion of Saint Macrina his prand- 

mother , diſciple of Saint Gregory Thauma: 

too? and boaſts of it ) highly praiſes, and 
extolls him: and after having compared him 
with the Apoſtles ,and Prophicts , be faics of 
him theſe words : He did thine in the Church 
like 4 great and glorious light , and vas by the 
vertue of the Huly Gboſt, 2 terror, and dread to 
the dewils : and vith ſeventeen Chriſtians only, 
that ere in the city When be began to be Bizbop, 
be mare Yar again# them: and connented to the 
faith of Chrif all that Heathtnizh prople , as 
Well the citizens as the meaner ſort of people. 
He vas the man that in the name of God chan« 
gedtbe cours of rixers, and iryed vþ the laks, 
that vas an occofion of diſcord betvixt Noo cour- 
tows brithers, S:loreower the things Which be 
announced, , and told before they bappened are 
cb, and ſo great ,that be may well be compared 
F!:b the other Prophets. But it would be & long 
kok to relate the miracles of Gregory : it [uff-} 
cer to ſay , that for the excellency of his diutn 
go/ts , and bf the miratles and frodiries w/c" be 
Trowght , the very ememics of the truth calles 

Tom. 2, +/ 


[4 


him another Mov/es. So Saint Baſil. Of Saint 
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Gregory do write alſ> the 'Roman Maityro- — 


loge, and the reſt , Euſebius Czſatienfis, S. 
Hicrom , Saint Gregory, Pope , Nicephoius 
Calixtus, Suidas, Socrates. Vſuard, following 
Ruffious , calls this Saint, Martyr , becauſe 
ſome of the ancients giuethis name of Martyr, 
not only tothofe who dyed, but alſo to thoſe 
who ſutfered much for the taithof Chiiſt, 
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THE FEAST OF THE DEDICA- 
cation of the Church of $. Peter , and 
9. Paul. 


Aint Iohn Chryſoſtom writing 
vpon the ſecond epiſtle of Saint 
Paul to the Corinthians , and 
ſpeaking ofthe glory whichGod 
gives to his ſervants even in this 
life , and how he cxalts them abouc kings and 
Emperors , ſaies theſe words : The ſepulchers 
of thoſe that baue ſerwed Chriſt Cruaufied , ſur- 
þ4ſ3 the palaces of Kings , mit ſo much in the 
greatnes and beauty of their buildings ( although 
in this alſo they go beyond them ) as itt another 
thing of more importance, to wit in the multi- 
tude of thoſe that With deuotion and joy repair 
wnto them. For the Emperor himſelf . bo is 
clothed in purple , goes to the Sepulchers of the 
Saints , and kiſſes them; and humbly profirate 
wvpon the ground , beſeeches the ſame Saints to 
pray to God for bim : and be bo weares 4 Royal 
crown pon bis head , bolds it for 4 great (auor 
of God , that Peter & fiherman , and Þ nul who 
gained bis living by the labour of bis bands , 
sbould be bis protefors ana defenders , and be» 
ſeeches , and beggr it With muth carneſtner. Thus 
Saint Chryſoitom. And the glorious Father 
Saint Auguſtin ſaics : Nov at the memory of the 
firherman the knees of the Emperor are bowed, 
and the frettons ſtones of the JT mperial crovn, 
shine moſt where the benefits of the ficherman 
are moſt reſented. And in another place : yos 
ſee well bow the emincnc), and /ufreme Majeſty 
of the Roman Empire bumble; it )elf before the 
Jepulcber of Peter the ficberman , and layes the 
Imperial cron at this feet, How great a truth 
tat is which theſe two moſt holy and moſt 
wiſe DoQors ay, is clearly ſeen today in the 
feait which the holy Church celebrates, of the 
Dedication of the Chutches of S. Petcr, andsS, 
Paul. For the Emperor Conſtantin after that 
le was baptized, defiring to honor theſe 
Rreeee Prin 
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883 The Dedication of the Church of S. Peter, and S. Pay] 


_ Princes of the Apoſtles , and to baild them 
138, Chutcches in that place, which was called the 
Noviu- Confeſſion of Saint Peter (. for that bis holy 
BER. body was. buricd there, ) taking from off his 


kiſſing them with ſingular piety, and d- 
tion. And theſe ſacreg placcs bave a) i 
been hadin great veneration, and hauc becy 
reſpetted in ſo high a degree , that the yery 2 $'% 


Waies 1, 


head his Imperial Diademe , and ,proſtrating 
himſelf vpon the ground, he praied with many 
tears ; and then took a pickax , and opened 
the ground, and took, out twelue baskets full 
of catth , ;which hiofſclt carried from'thence 
io bonor of the twelue Apoſtles, and dehig- 
ned a place , where 4 Church ſhould be built 
tothe Prince of them all S. Peter. The Church 
was finiſhed , and Saint Sylueſter Pope conſe- 
crated it, vpon the cightcenth off November, 
in the year of Chriſt three hundred twenty 
four, ard put init an Altar offtone.comman- 
ding that from thence forwards the Altars 
ſhould. be of ſtone. The ſame Emperor Con- 
ſtantin built alſo'4 Chyrch to the Apolile S. 
Paul in the way of, Oftia., and: coriched the 
one and the other -with great revenues, and 
adorned them with rich and pretious orna« 
ments : and this is the feaſt which to day we 
cclebrate., and with good rcaſon. For what 
more efficacious argument can we have of the 
power of Chriſt crucified, then to fee the Em- 
peror and Monarch of the world , proſtrate at 


the ſepulcher of 4 fiſherman , who was alſo | 


crucihed for the ſame Cbriſt?Or what triumph 
can be imagined morc illuſtrious & glorious, 


Barh-riavs, who lacked anddeſtroyed the Cit 
ot Rome dared not to touch any thirg belon 
ing to them , nor to do any one any dag. 
wage that recurredtp them, holding them for 
priuiledged, and inviolable places of refuge: 
as we baue ſaid more at larpe in the lite of J 
Peter , ypon the nine and twentith day of the 
month of June. The Emperor Conktanin 
built other Churches, which we have ſpoken 
of vpon the feaſt of the Dedication of the 
Church of our Saviour, whichis the ninth of 
this month of Noucmber. The Roman Mar. 
tyrologe makes mention of the Dedication of 
the Chuich of Saint Peter, and Saint Paul;and 
Cardinal Baroniusip his Annotations, and jg 
the third tome of his Annals treats learnedly, 
and largely of it. 
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THE LIFE OF 8. PONTIN,— 
Pope and. Martyr. w 


Non 
then to ſee Conſtantin the triumphant Con- TM 
queror of the world,carry vpon his ſholders 
baskets of earth, andſcruclikea day-laborer 
in the building of the Church of a fiſherman? 

Or what greater glory and honor can be 

given to 4 mortal man here ypon earth, thea 

that which our Lord gaue as vpon this, day | nius , a holy man , and very 

to Saint Peter , by this aft of Conſtantin ? | worthy of that holy ſcat. He gouernedpeace- 

And then that which ſince he has giuen him , | ably ſome years , with great approbaton of 
ſubz<&ing at bis fect the top X Empircs, | all the Clergy , and people of Rome, Fora 

and Kingdoms , and bringing to his ſacred-| that time did raign/ Alexander Seyers , (01 

tomb ſo many people and nations , which | to Mammea , who,wasa juſt Prince ,and 00 

came from ſo different prouinces and lands, | enemy of the Chriſtians. But afterwards the 

to Rome ,to reverence and adore his pretious | Emperor being a Pagan , and having about J=— 
bones and aſhes , and to recommend them- | him certain counſellors very great Lawyeis, ak 


ſcluesto the patronage of this glorious Prince 
of the Apoſtics , bolding him tor their princi- 
pal proteQor and defender ? And not only 
after that the Emperor Conſtantin built at 
Rome in the Vatican that moſt ſumptuous 
Church to Saint Peter , did the faithtull come 
in pilgrimage (as we haue faid) but alſo be- 
forc that pious monument was ercaed, this 
deuction was in the Catholick Church. And 
many even in the time of the moſt cruel per- 
ſecutions of the tyrants, came from very re- 
mote countreys to Rome , to viſit /imina Apo» 
ſiolorum , the threſtolds of the Apoſtles, tor 
ſo they then called the Churches of S, Peter 
and S. Paul: becavſc at the threſholds of the 
doors of their temples, they proſtrated them- 
ſclues, and caſt themſelues ypon the ground, 


| 


| which we all ought to kaue. Some attribvtc 


Pagan Prieſts , he commanded the holy Pope 
Pontian to be baniſhed into the land of Sat- 
dinia , together with A Prieſt called Philips 
the Roman Martyrologe ſaics , or with Hy" 
polytus, as the old Breviary faies., and ihe 
other Martyrologes, There he ſuffered ve!) 
vey great miſczics and calamitys, not fot 
getting for all them to inflzu@ the Church 
by bis precepts and admonirions, For in 

baniſkment he wrote two epiſtles toall the 
faithfull : one, concerning the reſpe& andic- 
uerence that ought to be had to Prieſts,f0! 
the moſt ſacred myfieries which they handle: 
and arother ot the charity, ard fraternal love, 


(0 


Saint Pontian, Pope and Martyr. 


to Saint Pontian , the ſaying of the Pſalm , 


ni 7pcice me Dews , before the beginning of 
\Ony ( 


bn $9%. ye Plalter of David. Infine after that this holy 


EL 
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* Maſs : and the cuſtom offinging in the Houres 


Popehad ſuffered great affliftions and mileries 
in bis baniſhment, he was apprehended by 
the command of Julius Maximinus , 4 barba- 
rousand cruel man, who ſucceeded Alexan« 


der in the Empire, and they beat him ſo rude» 


ly , that amidſt the blows he gaue vp his 
ſoul to our Lord' , having prefiJed in his 
Church , according to the Pontifical of Saint 
Damaſus and platina , nine years,five months, 
and two daics: and according to the Roman 
Breviary , five years, fue months, and two 
daies, and according to Cardinal Baronivus, 
fue years. He gaue Orders twice in the month 
ot December, and in them ordained fix Prieſts, 
five Deacons , and in diuers places ſix Biſhops, 
Hs holy body was buried in Sardinia : and 
ſome few years aſter Saint Fabian Pope com- 
manded it to. be tranſlated with great reve- 
renceto Rome , and to be put .in' the Coemi- 
tre of Calixtus amongſt other Martyrs. The 
Church celebrates the Feaſt of ' Saint Pontian 
ypon the nineteenth of November , which 
was the day of bis. Martyrdom, Maximinus 
deivg Emperor yin the year of our Lord two 
hundred thirty: ſegen. Of Saint Pontian do 
make mention'the*Roman Martyrologe , and 
the reſt, and thofe who write the liucs of the 
Popes ; and Euſebius, Optatus Milcuitanus, 
Saint Auguſtin; "Nicephorus Biſhop of Con- 
ſtantinople , and Nicephorus Calixtus , and 
Cardinal Baronius, 
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THE FEAST OF THE PRESEN- 
' tation- of our Lady in the Temple. 


Noveys 
21, 


NE ofthe things in which we ought 

to take preateſt care and diligence is, 

in performing our vows, and giving 
ſpeedily to God that which we have promiſed 
him. Andſothe Holy Ghoſt faies by Salomon: 
Tf thou haſt promiſed any thing to God , do not 
delay to pay it. And one of the things in which 
parents ought tobe moſt vigilantis, in bring- 
ing vp their children in the holy fear , and 
loue of our Lord. And for this the fame ſpirit 
of our Lord ſaies : 7f thou haſt children jnſlru#? 
them, and bow them in their tender age. Otboth 
the one and the other Saint Joachim , and 
Saint Apne , the parents of the moſt ſacred 
Virgin our Lady, baue left vs A great 
exawple, preſenting her as vpon this day in 


the Temple of Hieruſalem , and leaulng her! 


other yong Virgins, as they had promiſed-to 
God. Vnto which ( beſides the motiue which 
| they had frem their promiſe; and vow , and 
| from. the incitement of their own proper ſan« 
city ) the life of the child herſelf, and her 
fiayednes, and Virginal modeſty , was a per- 
petual admonitor to her. parents, that they 
ſhould offcr her ſpeedily vnto God. For the 
vertue of this blefled child was fo fare ; and 
celeſtial ,from her very infancy;;that S. Aa 
broſe propoſes her as a pattern toall Virgins: 
and ſaies: She did ill to no bodye although they 
deſerned it, She Yisbed all well. To ber elders 
she bore reſpet. She ennied not her equal; : flyed 
all boaſling : Wrought conformabiy to reaſon , and 
loned all wertue, She newer jo much as With ber 
L ok off ended her parents; nor bad any difference 
With ber kindred: nor diſdained to conuers with 
the bumble, nor derided thoſe that were able to 
do litle : nor was achamed to keep company 
with the poor. She was not nice in ber carriage, 
nor diſolute in ber gate , nor banghty in % 
ſpeech ; but her modeſty and exterior deportment 
declared the interior ſanity, and perfef7 wertue 
of ber Joul: as & good bouſe is ſeen in 2 fair fron 
tifpice or entrance. It nenuet entred into ber 
thowgbts to go abroad onles it were to theChurch, 
and this With ber parents , or kindred, Within 
the houſe sbe'took, delight to be alone , and was 
alwaies employed in Jometbing that vs as profis 
table without the bouſe she was alwaies in come 
pany , and with 4zuardof her purity: altbouzh 


cariiage , and'venerable a[pef? , tbe took, mote 
beed to make baſt , and to run in the ay of 
vets, thet' 10 lift wp ber foot from the ground. 
Hitherto Saint Ambroſe. And it isno maruel, 
thatthe Virgiri- being ſo yong in age , her life 
was ſfoadmirable,for although her years were 
few , yet was her diſcretion much, and her 
ſpirit without comparifort greater then her 
body. For from the inſtant that ſhe was cone 
ceived without original fin in the womb of 
her mother, ſhe had the vic of ceaſon much 
more perfe&ly accelerated in her , then had 
Saint Tohan Baptiſt, and it is to belicued that 
it perſcuered in her, and that God did not 
giue it her forto take it away from her , and 
that ſhe did not work like 4 child , but like & 
woman of years ,and one that was prevented 
by God, and adorned with all graces and vers 
tues. 

She being now three years old, her parents 
carried her to the Temple of Hieruſalem , to 
offer her, andto preſcnt tothe eternal Father, 
his daughter, to the ſon, his mother, to the 
Holy Ghoſt, his ſpouſe, to the Angels their 
Quen , and to men , their aduocatec. They de- 
clared to the Prieſts their vow : intreated 


them that they would take care of their davgh- 


tcr, 


| in it , there to be brought vp amongſt the” 


ber chiefeſt guard was herſelf : Jeittz that in her 
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ter , as of Athing conſecrated to God : and 


—_ that they would bring her vp amongſt the 


Noven- other yong damſels that ſerucd God in a houſe 
==x. adjoyning to the Temple , and built for that 


nrpoſe : where the Vurgins were maintained 
y he rents of the ſame Temple, and could 
enter into it to pray , and to employ theme 
ſclues in holy and laudable cxcrciſes, out of 
the noyſe and throng of the people. And in- 
deed it was fitting , that that Virgin, which 
was to bethe mother of God, ſhould not de. 


ferr to conſecrate her ſoul , and body to the 


ſeruice of her ſpouſe , but that as ſoon as ſhe 
was weaned from the breaſts of her mother, 
ſhe ſhould make 4 ſolemn Sacrifice of herſclf. 
For as early fruit, and freſh and new gathered 
from the tree , and with its flower ypon it is 


more guſtfyll and pleaſing , then the withered, | 


handled , and fetched out of the market : fo 
the ſeruice which is don ovr Lord in our tcn- 
der yeargis more pratcfull vnto him,tten that 


- Which is offercd him in old age, Although 


God is fo good, that he recciues the late Sa- 
crifices , and payes with great liberality and 
bountifulnes thoſe that go to labour in his 
vineyard at the ſetting of the ſun, But parents 
ought to haue 4 great cate to cncline their 


_ children from their tender. years to the holy 


fear of God, and to offer them to him as a 
thing that is his own : and if our Lord ſhould 
do themſo great a fauor , as to make choice 
of them for himſelf, and to plant in them fome 
defire , and guſt to ſerue him with perſeRion, 
they muſt not oppoſe them, nor hinder them, 
for then they ſball offend our Lord ( whoſe 
they are , more then theirs ) and ſball be py- 
niſhed in that very thing, in which they offen- 
ded: God permitting that their very children 
ſhall be their executioners and tormenters, 
and the knife by which thcir inordinate loye 


ſhall be killed. The boly parents then loachim 


and Anne, deliucred vp the bleſſed child into 
the hands of the Prieſt, who only looking 
vpon her was firuck with admiration and 
awazetnent at her ſingular grace and beauty, 
Take this child, © Pricſt of God, and do not 
think that ſhe is like thoſe other children 
which hitherto thou haſt recciued, and dedi- 
cated to our Lord : but as his living Temple, 
and more Venerable then the Temple itſelf 
in which ſhe is offered. Take her asa Sanfuary 
of the Holy Ghoſt , as the true Ark of the 
Teſtament , as the true Pot of Manna, with 
which heauen & earth are ſuſtained,as 4 Holy 
of Holys, into whichit is not lawfull for any 
one to enter but the high Prieſt , according 
to the Order of Melchiſcdech. For ſhe is the 
gate of Ezcchiel {but to all, but only to hic, 

and the encloſed Gaiden,and tealed fountan, 
and ſhe who by her preſence is to illuſtrate, 

and to make more noble this ſecond Temple, 

then was that firſt which King Salomon built, 


| bleſied God,and thot tbe might not ceaſefromthir 


| gins: but then the Was leaſt alane , When tht 


LP 
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The Prieſt took her, and ſet her (as ſome; 
vpon the firſt ſtep ot a pairolſairs which had 
fiiteen ſteps to aſcend vp to the Altar : and Now us 
ſhe with an cxcecding great Brace, nimbleneg 31, 
andalacrity (without any ones help, or taking 

her by the hand ) by her ſelf went VÞ to the 
higheſt ſtep of all, not without the great ad- 
wiration of all that were preſeft who were 
aſtoniſhed to ſee the exrraordinary beaut 

and amiablenes of the child, and much Ry 

to ſee the content and promptitude with 

which ſhe took leaue ofher parents , and ge. 
dicated herſelf to our Lord; conjeRuring by 

thoſe litle figns, the wonderefull works tha 

he was to work in her , who from her ſotcn. 

der age had choſen her to ſerue him ig his 
temple, 

But what tongue is ſufficient todeclarethe 
excellency of the: retirement and vertues of 
this bleſſed child, during the time ſhe remai« 
ned amongſt thoſe ſacred Virgins, Of which 
Saint Hicrom, or the author of the treariſe of 
the Virgins Nativity, which goes amongſthis 
works, ſpeaking , faics : The Virgin endes- 
woured in the Yatchings of the night to bethe 
fiſt, in the lay of God the beſt inſtrufed ju by» 
 miltty the moſt bumble, in ſinging tbe P(almiof 
Dawid the moſt accurate , in charity the moſtjer 
went ,in purity the moſt pure, andin all vertues 
the moſ} perfet.e All ber words Were full of gra, 
for that God var alwvaics in her mouth. She 
prayed continually , and as the Prophet (aiczpht 
meditated in the lavof our Lord day, andnight 
She bad alſo care of ber companions ,that noneof 
them ſpoke an wnbeſeeming Word , nor laughtd 
alovd and immodefly,nor ſpoke an injuriew; 
arrogant Word to ber companion. She contingdly 


office ener when the Was ſalmted , returning the 
ſalutation, tbe anſflvered: Thanks be to Gul. Hs 
therto this author. And S, Ambroſe faics allo, 
She who bad the good company of boly thought: 
did not defire the conmerſation of the other Vit 


vas alcne. For boy can it be [aid that be vat 
alone, who bad vith ber ſo many dewowt boy, 
ſo many cArchangels| ſo many Prophets. Andif 
sbe vas troubled When the «Angel Saint Gotridl 
entred in wnto ber , it Was not becauſe the wt 
not accuſiomed to conuers With Angels, but bes 
cauſe be appeared in the shape of 4 beautifu 
yong man, and bearing his name sbeknv him. 
So | Toa. 4 thing it Yoas toher to ſet 4 man 0 
ber chamber, uot wondering when, sbe kane that 
it was an «Angel: that we might wnde:ſlandtie 
warines of ber religious and chaſt ears , and 0 
ber venerable andchaſt eyes.SO Saint Ambrole, 

Inthe Tewple ſhe learnt very perfectly to 
ſpin wooll, flax ,and (ilk , and toſow, and to 
work the veſtments of the Prieſts, andallthat 
which was neceſlary for the orn 


| temple;& for atterwardsto ferue, 


t of the 
Wii ber 


dcat 


al, WovEeM- 


TT = hc wa oo oc MpoemmaAQww_A@S#2S=©PHrRTT£_ESwCEACCTco.czizoaoc coo coicc cc .. ... a EG CRS<H 


—|:! (hat ſcamles coat, which at the foot of the 
4, $#% of the Soldicrs played for , becaule they 
\Ory BY 16 Þ 


dit 


. life of all Virgins, who ought to imitate her 
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dear ſon, and toclothe him, and tomake him 


would not divide it. She learnt alſo the He» 
brew letters, and read very often, and with 
orcat attention the diuin Scriptures , and ru- 
minated , and meditated vpon them, and per- 
fealy vaderfiood them , by her ſublime and 
delicate wit , and by the ſouerain light which 
our Lord infuſed into her. She faſted much, 
and by recollection, ſolitude,filence, and quiet 
diſpotcd hetſelt to contemplation, and vnion 
with God ; in which ſhe was fo abſorpt and 
tranſported , and fo viſited , and comforted 
by our Lord, and by the Angels, that ſhe ſce- 
med rather 4 child come down fiom heaucn, 
then created here vpon earth. And there are 
grave authors who write , that the Angels 
brought her that which ſhe was toeat all the 
time that ſhe lived in'the Temple, to the cnd 
that being expedite and without all care: of 
her ſuſtenance, ſhe might more freely attend 
to the moſt ſweet coutemplation of her dear 
ſpouſe. For ſeing that this privilege was gran- 
ted for ſo many years to Saint Paul the firſt. 
Hermite , it is no wonder that it ſhould be 
granted to her who ſo far ſurpaſſed him, and 
was {ingularly choſen to ſo high 4 dignity. 
In fine the lite of the Uirgin in the Tewple, 
was a moſt perſc& pattern and model of the 
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in praier , ia humility, in modeſty,in retire- 
ment, filence , and Virginal baſhfulnes, and 
in all other vertues, which are proper to Vir- 
gins, andare the ornament, and grace oftheir 
eſtate, But eſpecially the Virgins who by 3 
particular inſpiration, and by the light of hea» 
ven haue conſecrated their Virginity to Ieſus 
Chriſt , and haue taken him for their ſpouſe, 
ought alwaies to have the life of this moſt 
holy Virgip before their cyes, as a glaſs, to 
mould themſclues by,and to follow her exam- 
ples, ſcing that they fight vader her banner, 
and ſhe is their guid, miſtreſs, and leader.For 
amongſt the excellencys, and prerogatiues of 
the Uirgio it is not the leaſt that ſhe was the 
firſt that lifted vp the ſandart of chaſtity, and 
conſecrated her moſt pure Virginity by a per- 
petual vow to our Lord, and opened the way 
by her example to all the Virgins, who fincc 
haue followed her, She was the firſt , that 
knew, and eſteemed , according to its deſerts, 
the ſo rare, and ſtiange vertue of Virginal pu 

rity: and who lovedit ſo much, that ihe made 
d vow to keep it perpetually , and with ſuch 
an ardent , and intenſe love , and with fuch 
2 hearty deſire of pleaſing God , kept it ſo 
perteAly , that ſhe ſeemed rather an Angel 
without a body , then a Vitgin with mortal 
fleſh. For ber having been 4 mother did not 
make the flower of her Virginity to fade: but 


— 


tendred It more beautitull, and avwwic fourt 
Tom. 2, , , 


| (hing, more high,and more diuin, and joyned 


ther, All pure fouls, that acknowledging the 
vanity of the world, giuc it a bill of diuorce 
2nd retire themſeclues, and Thut themſelues vp 
between four walls,and dy whilſt they liue to 
live etetvally with their beloued in heaucn, 
ought to hold for their Queea, & Princeſs this 
child and Lady , and deuoutly to begg her 
tauor that they may imitate her in the keeping 
of the the vow which they hauc made, as they 
have imitated her in the making ot it , and 
may follow ſo gloriousan cxample. For this 
Caule this Lady is called Virgin of Uirgins ; 
for that ſhe was as it were the miſtreſs, and 
Captain of all Uirgins, and the beginning of 
4 kind of (ervice fo pleaſing in the fight of 
God. All the Monaſterys of Nuns that are in 
the world, and all the retired ſpouſes , and 
Virgins of Chriſt , that haue been, are , and 
ſhall be vatill the day of Iudgement, are the 
fruit of this Virginal lower ot Mary : and the 
more there ſhall be that ſhall tollow her , the 
more ſhall her accidental glory increa(e. The 
Virgin remained in the Temple vatill ſhe en+ 
tred into fourteen years of age , and when ſhe 
wasclcuen years old they write that her pa» 
rents died, very old, without hauing any other 
child but her. Being now of ſuſſicicnt age to 
marry, the Prieſts thought. that ſhe ought to 
take 4 husband, as did the other Virgins, when 
they came to that age : and the moſt pure Vir» 
gin refuſing to tos as welt or that by the 
vow of her parents ſhe had been dedicated 
perpetually to God , as alſo for her own vow, 
by which ſhe had for euer conſecrated her 
virginity to the ſame God, the Prieſts won-« 
dred much at that Nouelty, and made inſtang 
praiecr , and conſulted with the diuin oracle, 
what was to be don in that caſe. Our Lord 
anſwered., that all of the line of David that 
were at preſent in Hicruſalem , ſhould be af- 
ſcmbled together , and that he of them ſhould 
marry her, vpon whom the happy lot ſhould 
fall. And the Virgin had 3 reuclation from 
God to obey the Prieſts, and not to fear for 
that he would keep her , and conſerue heren- 
tire, without breach ofher vow , or impairing 
of her angelical purity. The lat fell vpon To- 
ſeph of the Tribe of Iuda, natiue of Bethleem, 
and 4 Carpenter by trade, a holy man, and 
of i mature age, and a Virgin, and endowed 
with ſo many, and ſuch excellent vertues, as 
it was fitting the Spouſe of ſuch 4 Virgin 
ſhould be : and the moſt Sacred Virgin being 
thirteen years old , and three months , they 
were eſpouſed , and ſte was delivered vp to 
ker ſpouſe, to guard her, to ſcrue her, and to 
take care of her. Ofthe feaſt of the Preſcnta» 
tion of our Lady do make mention the Mare 
tyrologes, the Roman , and that of Viuatd v«- 
pon the one and twentith of November | 
Sſs89 which 
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which is the day on which ſhe was preſented. | The day came on which the wedding wasty 
= Molanus faics that Pope Pius the ſecond, and | becelebrated: and all tcalting and rgoycine DON 
Novzy. Pope Paul , alſo the ſecond , inſtituted this | only Cecily was ſad and penſiue,and although Nor "un 
»zx fealt ,and graunted Indulgences to thoſc that | without ſhe was clothed with rich robes of Ni ae 
ſhould celebrate it , and that it was recciued | filk , and gold , ſuitable to her quality, and _ 
before in the Churches of France , by the de- | that of her ſpouſe, next her kin ſhe wore 4 
uotion of their king Charles the fifth, asap- | ſharp haircloth, and three daies before Giſſo). 
peares out of an epiſtle of his, which he writ | viog herſelf into tears,taſling and praying ſhe 
to Nicholas Biſhop-of Auxerre ,in the year | moſt humbly beſought our Lord , that he 
of our Lord one thouſand three hundred fe» | would preferue her pure and entire , as his 
uenty five. But this feaſt ſeemes to haue been | own , though vaworthy , ſpouſe, And the 
celebrated more anciently ; for the Greeks | better to obtain what ſhe defired , ſhe took 
make mention of it in their Menologe,and in | for her Interceſſors , the Angels, the Apoſiles 
an inſtitution of the Emperor Emanuel,which | and Martyrs, and aboue all the Virgin of Vir 
Theodore Balſamon cites : beſides the many | gins, and Queen otall the Saintsour Lady, In 
orations of Saint Gregory Nyſlen, of German | this manner the holy Uirgin prepared herſelf 
Biſtop of Conſtantinople, and of Gregory | againſt the day of her rarriape ; conhding ig 
Biſhop of Nicomedia , which Metaphiaſtcs | our Lord, that ſhe ſhould be alone with her 
brings, and Lipoman recounts , and Surius in | ſpouſe Valerian , without detriment to her 
hisfixth tome of the liucs ofthe Saints. Where- Virginity, as it happened. For the very night 
by it appears that this feaſt was very famous | of their marriage , being alone with him in 
in the Churches of the Eaſt. But it having | her chamber , moued by the ſpirit of God, ſhe 
faln, and having grown out of vſc in thoſe | ſpoke to him in this manner : Hy moſh dear 
of the Weſt , his Holineſs Sixtus Quintus,com- | houſe , 1 Would gladly communicate & fer 
manded the feaſt of the Preſentation of our | watothee , could 7 te aſiurrd that they Wowlef 
Lady ypon the one and twentith of Nouem- | keep it fo, Valcrian promiſed, and ſwore ynto 
ber to be celebrated in the whole vniuerſal | her not to reveal it , then ſhe ſaid vuto him: 
Church, by a Brief, publiſhed in Rome, vpon | Thow muſt know that F bawe an Angel of m 
the firſt of September in the year one thouſand | Gog that accompanies me , and with great car; 
five hundred cighty fiue , which was the firſt | and ,e9l guards my body , and if thou thoultþ 
of his Popedom. - | approach wnto me With 2 carnal affefun,Ifut 
g that it would coſt thee thy life t but if beſeethat 
EEE RET RD AIAAA thou loweſt me Yith 2 pure and chaſt loe,bewil 
AAAAAA SAAD ASHSAASS -* 8" = "I ®* | lowe thee as he lower me , and Will do the great 
dE bathe tootactadhs | rang be dn me Valerian wrckanks | 
bd SSOS 4 troubl'd hearing theſe words of Saint Cecily : 
TEDPEELEEDEEPEDD EE IL and not mrs. ww fear and admiration an+ 
ſwered her: If thow my belowed /| my | 
hane me gine credit to thy Words , make me 11 /e4 ; 
THE - IFE OF 8. CEC ILT, this 4n | which thou ſaieſt is in thy company: , 
Virgin and Martyr. for if } do not ſee bim , 1 sball think that thy 
affetion is ſet vpon ſome other man , and nit 
wp0n me, and 1 shall take that fo ill that [ 
g HE glorious Virgin and Martyr | ;þall kill both thee, and bim. To thistheholy } 
FF Saint Cecily was born in Rome, | Uirgin replied : 4 reſplendent light can mt & , 
a of very noble, and honorable | [zen Ly blind eyes : nor canſt as, an Ange f 
arents. And having beencalled | jth 2 foul and infefed ſoul: if thou vil | : 
DRL by our Locd, ſhe fo heard him, | biz, it is neceſſary for thee to beliewe in Jiut } 
and was ſo inflamed with divin love , that Chriſt, and faſt to receius Baptiſm , that Il ; 
pight , and day ſhe thought , and treated of | tho may'ſt be cleanſed from thy ſpots and ft k 
no other thing but how ſhe might attain this | And Valerian out of the vehement delie l 
perfeR louc, And to this purpoſe ſhe carried | which he had to ſee the Angel , ſhewingi t 
alwaies with her 4 book of the Ghoſpels, and | willingnes to do it, and asking her who was p 
rcad it very often , endeauoring to put in pras | to inſtru and baptize him? She ſent him to k 
Rice the words of our Lord and to macerate | S. Vrban Pope . who was hidden theee miles Me 
her delicate and Virginal body with faſting , | from Rome, and gaue him ſigns to find him, } 
and haircloth , vnderſtanding that by this | and 4 meſſage to the holy Biſhop. Valerian c 
means ſhe ſhould be more pleafing in the fight | found him , and recounted vnto him what af 
of her ſweet ſpouſe Ieſus Chriſt, The blefied | had paſſed betwixt him and Cecily: and the i} 
Virgin employing herſelf in theſe holy exer- | old man, after he had heard him proſtrate F 
Cites, her parents married her, againſt her | himſelf vpon the ground, and litung yp bis to 
Will, to a yong Gentleman, called Valcrian. | hands to heaven, and ſhedding many y fu 


Saint Cecily, Virgin and Martyr. 


[-- for joy, mae his praier to ourLord,and ſaid: 
1} 22. My mo# glorious Lord God , the ſower of 
"a Y $ov8- chaſte counſels , gather nov the fruit of that 
 } 3£& {po which thou haſt ſoven in Ceily thy ſpouſe. 


88$ 
fain ſee him partaker of the grace Which F bawe 
receined. And the Angel having told him that *—<» 
God had granted him what he deſired, and __ 22* 
that Tiburtius his brother ſhould come tothe N*V**- 


For bebuld here Valerian ber husband, Who be- 
fore was like A fierce Lion , but nov the ſends 
h;m thee like 4 meek lamb : ner woulda le come to 
me vith ſo great aff eflion if it Were not to em- 
brace thy boly law. Wherefore Lord , enlighten 
his beart , and diſcomer thy ſelf unto bim , that 
knoving thee more clearly, be may bid adieu to 
the vanity , and wnbappines of this miſerable 
life. Saint Vrban having ſaid theſe words, ins 
{tantly there appeared an old man of 4 vene- 
rable aipe& , clothed in white robes, who 
brought 4 book in his hand , written with 
letters of gold. Valerian ſcipg of him, affrigh- 
ted, and aſlonicd fell to. the ground as it he 
had been dead. Saint Viban lifted him vp, 
ind encouraged him, and bad him rcad what 
was Written in the book , which was theſe 
words; There ts only one true God , onetruec 
faith , and one true baptiſm. And Valerian 
hauing ſaid that be belicucd all thae which 
was there written,the Angel diſappeared, that 
had ſhewed himſelf vnto him in the ſhape of 
an old man : and he was inſtrued, and bapti- 
zed by Saint Vrban , and with vnſpeakable 
content , and joy returned toSaint Cecily, He | 
found ber in{her cloſet recolleRed in praier, 
8 by her ſide in the ſhape of a very beautifull 
ong man the Angel ofour Lord, clothed with 
brig tnes ; and caſting from his countenance 
1wonderfull ſplendor. Valetian was amazed: 
and looking fixedly on the Angel, he obſcrued 
that he had in his hand two very beautifull 
garlands of roſes and lilies brought from hea- 
uen. The Angel offered one of them to him, 
and the other to Cecily , and faid vntothem: 
Theſe garlands Which 1 bawe ginen you are matle 
of flotvers Which are gathered in the odoriferous 
and pleaſant medovs of beauen ; thewhich Teſus 
Chriſt (ends you , that you may bence forwards 
loge one another With 4 pure and chaſt lowe. 
Theſe flowers shall neuer wither , nor loſe the 
ſweetnes of their fragrant odour , but no body 
can ſee them but thoſe that lowe chaſtity , a:30u 
lowe ifs And thow Valerian tecauſe thou baſt 
beliewed the Words of thy ſpouſe, God has ſent 
me to thee, to let thee kno that he tenderly 
lowes thee, and is ready to graunt thee Whatſoeuer 
thou shalt ask, of tim. The new Soldier of 
Chriſt hearing that large and gracious offer, 
which the Angel made him in the name of 
our Lord , with a profound humility , caſting 
bimſclf vpon the ground , he gaye thanks to 
God for ſo greata fauor , and prace : ang 
afterwards ſaid vhto the Angel : There is no+ 
thing in this life which I more defire, then to ſee 
& brother Wbich F bawe,called Tiburtius conuer- 
ted td the boly faith of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


kno ledge of the true light , and that they 
ſhould both ſhortly be crowned with Mar- 
tyrdom, leauing him much comforted in the 
company of Saint Cecily , he vaniſhed out of 
their fight. Preſently Tiburtius came, and ene 
tring into the chamber, where his brother and 
liſter in law were, he ſmelt a moſt ſragrant 
odour, from thoſe gailandsof roſes ad lilies, 
which the Angel bad brought them from hea- 
uen, although he did not ſce them, Admiring 
at ſo great a novelty (for that it was not the 
time cither of roſes,or lilies)he asked the cauſe 
of that moſt ſweet ſmell, and more heaucnly 
then carthly odour, which was there ? Whence 
the two holy Spouſes took occaſion todeclare 
to Tiburtius the fignal fauor which they had 
recciued from God , and the yanity of the 
Gods , whom the blind Pagans adotcd ; and 
the truth of Chriſtian Religion , and to per- 
ſwade him toembraceit, and to wake himſelf 
4 Chriſtian : all which they faid with ſogreat 
grace, efficacy ,and heauecnly ſpirit , that Ti- 
burtius was convinced, and yeclded , and caſt 
himſclf at theifeet of Saint'Cecily , offerin 
to obey herin all things: and by her counſe 
he went with his brother Valerian to holy 
Pope Vrban, from whomhe received the wa- 
ter of holy Baptiſm, and very great gracesfrom 
our Lord : and was maityred together with 
his brother Valerian , and Maximus, as we 


-haue fait} in their life vpon the fourteenth of 


April ,and we will not here repeat it , that 
we may'treat'of that which is proper to Saint 
Cecily: although the Martyrdom of theſe two 
brothers and braue Soldiers of Chriſt, was the 
fruit of her praicts, and as it were 2a comb of 
honie, which ſhe, like 4 skilful and induſtrious 
bee, made to preſentit at the table of her hea- 
venly father. 

Aſter that the two holy brothers Ualcrian, 
and Tiburtius, were crowned with Martyr- 
dom ; for that they were perſons ofgreat qua» 
lity , and very rich , the PrefeR Almachius, 
who had given the ſentence of death vpon 
them, couctous of their great wealth, com» 
manded the glorious Virgin Saint Cetily to 
be apprehended, who, as he was informed, 
was ſhe that haddecciued (as he thought ) her 
ſpouſe, and brother in law : and ſhe that knew 
whete their great treaſures, and riches were. 
She being brought before him, he asked her 
where were the riches of Valerian, and Tis 
burtius? And the Uirgio anſwering him that 
they were ſafe and out of danger , for they 
were all diſtributed to the poor : the Prefedk 
was much troubled, and in 4 great rage faid 
vnto her : Cecily if thou wilt not that iumme-« 


for that Þ lowe bim as my ovn life, and Yauld 


| Ciately L take away thy lite, facritce to yur 
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——— Gods. But the Virgin made no account of the | 
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words, and threats of the PrefeQ. Finally after 


Noven- ſome reaſonings had paſt betwixt them , Al- 


BER. 


machius endeauoring to perſwade her to adore 
the Idols , and to obey his commands , and 
the Saint offering herſelt to all torments, and 
deaths that ſhe might not loſe Iefſps Chriſt : 


- the Preſet commanded her to be carried to a 


certain temple , to the end that ſte ſhould 
cither therc offer Sacrifice, or els the ſentence 
of death ſhould be executed vpon ber. The 
wicked miniſters carried her , and ſcing her ſo 
noble, fo rich. , ſo vertuous , and ot ſuch an 
extraordinary beauty , and in the flower of 
her age , moued with a fals compaſſion, be- 
fought her that ſhe would not caſt away her- 
ſelf , nor depriue herſelf of the contentments 
of this life, for 4 vain ſuperſtition , and folly, 
but ſacrificing to the Cods would enjoy he: 
beauty,nobility, riches,and all the other goods 
of this life, But the Saint whoſe heart was. in 
heaven , and her cyes cleere to ſec the things 
of carth, and of hcaucn , as they are, and not 
as they appear to be , turning vnto them ſhe 
ſaid ; Bretheren , 40 not think that my dying for 
Chriſt wil be anyloſi unto me , but an ineſtima- 
ble gain. For F confide in my Lord, and T am 
aſeures , that for this frail , and tranſitory life, 
T ball obtain _— bappy » and enerlaſting 
life. Do not you bold it for Well don, to forſake 4 
wile thing to gain another that is pretions, and: 
of infinite worth? Toleane diit for gold, ficknes 
for health , death for life , and that Which is 
tranſitory for that Which is \eternal 3 Why Would 
'90u not baue me then debiner my bedy to tor- 
ments;that ſo ſoon paſs, and to death itfel}, ſeing 
that by' it F shall enter into #be'Balace of my 
ſweet ſponſe ſo rich , and abounding Sith ſo great 
goods and with 4 felicity thatmewer thall bane 


'an'end? The words of the holy Virgia were 


ſo: efficacious , and did ſo genetiate. into the 
hearts of thoſe that heard them, that moued 
by the ſpirit of God, they all began to cry out, 
that they belicucd that Jeſus Chriſt was the 


-true God :and Saint Cecily carried thew to 
-bert houſe , and-caufing the glorious Pope 
.Vban privately to be called, they were inſtiu+ 


Qed by b1m in matters of faith , and baptized 
together with many others , tothe number of 
four kundied; and amongſt them, was Gor- 
dian a man of prime notc, and of great ay- 
thority. When Almachius vnderſtood what 
had paſt, he was enraged beyond meaſure : 
and after he bad tempted the holy Virgin, and 
endeauored to win ber by fair means, and to 


bring her to the adoration of his Gods, ſeing 


that all was in vain, he commanded her to be 
ſtut vp in 4 dry bath of ker own bouſe, & fire 
to. be put vnder it, that there drawing in that 
hot and infiamed ai ſhe wight be choaked.But 
our Lord kept her 4, whole day and a night, 


without recciving any haimat all, or that one | 


drop of ſweat came out of her face :but the —- 
ſeemed to be in a place of great rifieſhnen; 


ment, ..*** 
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& delight. Which being known by Almachius Nor. Yu 


be commanded that they ſhould ther 

her head, The a ſtroke - re 
and could not cut it off, And thoſe that were 
preſent gathered vp the blood that ran from 
the Saints wound, with ſponges, andlinnzs.. 
to Keep it as a relick, The holy Virgin lived 
thiee daics 1n this manner, & many ſeruants of 
our Lord went to vilit bex,and ſhe comforted 
them with moſt ſweet words. Amongſt others 
that came one was S. Viban Pope: and ſhe 
told him , that ſhe begged of our Lotd that 
he would prolong her lite for three daicsthar 
ſhe might deliver her goods to him , and in« 
treat him that he would diſtribute them a- 
mongſtthe poor and confecrate that her houſe 
into a Church. The three daies being expired 
her bleſſed ſoul took its flight towards her 
ſpouſe , vpon' the two and twentith day of 
Nouember , on which the Catholick Church 
celebrates her feaſt , in the year of Chriſt two 
hundred thirty two, Alexander Seuerusbeing 
Emperor, The Pope Viban buticd her holy 
body in the Churchyard of 'Calixtus_ and 


| conſecrated her houſe into 3 Church: and 


afterwards Pope Paſchalis ( by a reuclation 
which he had from the Virgin herſelf) found 
her body wrapped in cloth ofgold,dyed with 
her blood , and took it, and tranſlatedit toge» 
ther with the bodies of Tibuttius and Vak- 
rian, and of holy Pope Viban, to the ſame 
Church, whichis within the city , and at this 
very day is called Saint Cecilys Church : as 
Anaſtaſius Bibliothecarius writes , in the life 
of Pope Paſchalis , which is in the Vatican 
library. This tranſlation was made according 


to Sigibeit,in the year of our Lord cight hun» 


dred twenty one.But in the year onethouſand 
fue hundred ninety nine, digging bythe Or- 
der of Cardinal Sfondrato , titular of Saint 
Cecily,and nephew to Gregory the fourteenth 
of holy memory , they ſound the body of this 
glotiovs Virgin and Martyr, within 3 coffin of 
Cypres, as entire and ſhining, as ifit hadbeen 
newly wade, The ſacred body was wrapped 
in a vey! of gold , and by it were found the 
bodies of the other Saints we ſpoke ofabouc, 
every one apart , and thelinnens in whichthe 
body of Saint Cecily kad been wrapped be- 
fore, were found all icd with her blood: 
which cauſed great rejoycing in Rome , and 
bis Holineſs Pope Clement the eighth, who 
now preſides in the Apoſtolical chair , ſaid 
Maſs in his Pontifical habit, and with great 
ſolemnity placed anew the body of 5, Cecily, 
and of the other Martyrs, m the ſame Chu. 
The lite of this moſt pure Virgin is written 
by Simeon Mctaphraſtcs;and Lipoman relates 
it in his fiſth tome , and Surivsin his fxth of 


the lives of Saints : anc of her do make Mele 
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tion the Martyrologes, the Roman, thoſe of 
Bede, Viuard , and Ado, and Cardinal Baros 


loge, and in the ſecond tome of his Annals : 
and the Notaries of the Roman Church (out 
of w hom the reſt took it) writ her Martyr- 


domes 
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THE LIFE OFS. CLEMENT, 
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Pope and Martyr. 


ML * Aint Clement Pope and Martyr 
SAY B* was 4 Rowan , and very nobly 
[.& IJV_ born, and ancer kinſmanto the 
5 Emperor Domitian. His father 
j_ = was called Fauſtinus. He was 
born in the quarters, or ward of Monnt Ce- 
lius , where at preſent ſtands the Church of 
Saint Stephen the Round , and that of Saint 
lohn Lateran. Saint Clement was diſciple 
to Saint Paul the Apoſtle , and helped him in 
his preaching , as the ſame Apoſtleteſtifies in 
the Epiſtle which he writ to the Philippians, 
when he ſaics : Chap. 4. f , and Clement, and 
the reſt of my companions , Wbo labour With me 
in the Ghyjpel , and Whoſe names are written, in 
the book, of life. Aiterwards he made himſelf 
the dijciple of the Prince of the Apoſtles. S, 
Peter: and for his great partsof Sanftity, lear« 
ning ,.and prudence, the ſame Apoſtle ap- 
pointed him his ſucceſſor in his Pontifical 
chair, and Vicar of Chriſt vpon earth. But ſo 
preat was his humility, that Saint Peter being 
dead by 4 glorious Martyrdom, he wouldnot 
fit down in that chair, as holding himſelf va- 
worthy of it ; as alſo judging it not conveni- 
ent to open 4 dovr by that exawple, that that 
ſupreme dignity, and the others ofthe Church 
ſhould be left by way of inheritance, and not 
be conferred vpon the beſt deſeruing, And fo 
Kint Clement gaue his place , firſt to Linus, 
and afterwards to Cletus, who immediately 
ſucceeded Saint Peter in the Popedorn ; and 
Cletus being dead, he took the gouernment 
of the Church, and was the fourth ſupreme 


&f 


1 Paſtor of it. Of him Saint Bernard ſaics theſe 


words » Saint Clement Was of noble parentage, 
bad great poſſeſſions and riches, and not leſs wiſe- 
tom , for be was eld 10 be 4 wery extetlent 
Philojopber. «Al theſe things be bad receined 
from God (Whoſe gifts they are ) ond be for bis 
loue defpi/ed them all eſt eeming them as 4 litle 


| dung, and du, that be might gain Jeſus Chriſt. 
{ being then Pope, be took'great carethat the 
| Atofthe Martyrs ſhould be written , who 


' Tom. 2. ; 


for. To this purppſe he appointed ſeucn No» 
 tarys, and diſtributed them in ſeuen Quarters 


with their blood founded the Church ; and 


$go 


| gaue vs exaiwple of what we onght todoand +—- 
wa" nius in bis Annotations vpon the Martyro- | ſuffer to obtain the other life which we hope _: 23: 


of Rome,to enquire aſter , and to write down 
the combats and triumphs of the Martyrs. He 
commanded that after Baptiſm the Chriſtians 
ſhould receiue the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion, He ordained that the Epiſcopal chair 
ſhould be ſetin a publick and eminent place. 
He preached the word of God with fo great 
teruor and ſpirit , that many Pagans were 
converted to our holy faith: and ſome did not 
content themſelues to keep the precepts of 
Chriſt , but they went on tutther , and gaue 
themlſelues to all perfc&ion, and followed the 
Evangelical Councils , and liucd in chaltity: 
For Saint Clement wasalwaies 4 Virgin, and 
a lover of Virgins, and cuer praiſed, and exs 


alted that celeſtial vertu. And he conſecrated 


to our Lord Flavia Domitilla , necce to the 
Emperor Dowitian , daughter to one of his 
fiflers , and to Flavius Clement , who was 
eſpouſed ro a Gentleman of prime quality ; 
called Aurclian : although he knew that this 
at would coſt him many and great troublcs, 
He conuetted alſo to the faith Theodora wiſe 
to Siſinnius , i powerfull tnan in Rome j who 
defiring to ſee what the Chriſtians did jn their 
Oratocies where they met together (to know 
whether his wife was there ) he went pris 


uately to them: but by the will of God he was 


deprived of his corporall fight , that he might 


get the fight of his ſoul. For the praiers ot Se. 


Clement reftored to Sifinnjus his corporal 
fight ;and his word fo enlightened , and pier- 
ced his heart, that he made himſelf 3 Chri- 
ſtian, and was baptized ; and by the example 
of 2 perſon of ſuch quality many others 1c- 


ceived the faith of our Lord. Every day the. 
number of the faithfull encrcaſed by the preas 


ching of the holy Pope Clement , and by the 


many and great miracles , which be continue, 


ally wrought. The devill cnuied this good, 
and moued certaini of bis miniſters, Priefts of 
the Idols, and other vitious people to perſe- 
cute Saint Clement, and to ſtirr vp the people 
againſt him as a cruel enemy of their Gods, 
They accuſed him before Mamertin Prefc& 
of Rome , who was a moderate and prudent 
man. He commanded him to be called , and 
treated him with much cioility, knowing that 
he was of very noble blood: and with good 
words exhorted him.that he would adore the 
Gods of the Roajzan Empire ,and not intro» 
duce 4 new Religion : but Saint Clement an- 
ſwered him with that reſolution and integrity 


' which became his perſon. Mamertin perceiued 


that the city was troubled , and diuided into 
fations ; for that lome accuſed the Saint as 
an impoſtor , as ſacrilegious and an enemy of 

T tttt there 


Noven- 


B E A. 


—_— their Gods, and the author of a new ſuper- 


ſition, preaching that one who was crucified 


Novea- was God : others. on the contrary praiſed anc 
8£R. defended bim , as 4 ſober , wile, and prudent 


man, a friend of doing good toall , and that 
had given health to many fick, and relieved 
the poor , without having ever don any thing 
which had the appearance of cuil. The Pie- 
f & then being doubtfull , he cbnſulted the 
matter with the Emperor Tizyan ; and he 
commandcd that Clement ſhould either 1a- 
crifice to the Gods, or els be baniſked intothe 
ſolitude of the city of Cherſona ; in the moſi 
remote parts of the Euxin ſea, Vpon this an- 
ſwer of the Emperos Mamertin cndeauored to 
perſwade S. Clement to adore the Gods, and 
Saint Clement him to be a Chriſtian : giving 
him to vnderſtand , that baniſtment ſuffered 
for Chriſt , would be very ſauory vnto tim, 
Our Lotd gave ſo great force to his words that 
Marrertin ſhedding abundance of tears pl 
cowpaſſion , ſaid voto S. Clement : The Go# 
Yhum thou Yorshippeſt Will fawor thee in this 
affiiflion Which thou ſuff ereſt for him ; and com- 
wanded a ſhip to be made icady, and to be 
furniſbed with all things neceflaty , in which 
the Saint was carried into his baniſhment. 
Many followed him of their own accord, lea- 
uivg their countrey, houſes,and goods, to ac» 
company their holy Maſter, and Paſtor. He 
found there two thouſand Chriſtians, who 
had beer baniſhed by the ſame Emperor, and 
condemned tocut,and carry tones; who were 
comforted by the ccwing of the boly Pope, 
as havirg in him, 4 Father, a DoQor, an caſe 
of their burdens, and all ccmfort. Amongſt 
the other affi;Aions that the Loly Martyrs en- 
dured in that ſolitude, ore was, the wantof 
water which they ſuffered, which was ſo great 
that they were forced to fetch it two leagues 
off ypon their ſtoulders : andthis labor made 
the other more pairfull and intolerable of 
hewing and carrying ſtone, The boly Pope 
moved with compaſlicn to ſee the miſery ard 
toy] which thoſe Chiiſtians ſuffered, bad them 
all wake their praier, and beſeech our Lord 
Icſus Chiiſt,that hc weld diſcoucr vntothem 
ſome veyn of freſh water, for the relief of their 
ſo grievous neceſſity. Having ended their 
praier , the Saint liſted vp his eyes, and ſaw 4 
lamb, which held vp its zight foot ,as it were 
pointipg where water was. None of thoſe that 
were preſent ſaw the lamb , but only Saint 
Clcmert-: and he vnderſtcod that it was lefus 
C Hiiſi who appeared vnto him in that ſhape, 
and that he had beard him, and would come 
fort them. He went to the place , and ſaid: 
Jn the y2me of the Father, and ofthe ſon, 
ard of the Holy Ghoſt , digg tcer. They 
began ſome in cne place , and cthers in 
ancther ,to digg the carth : and the Saint 
bimſcif took A mattock , and giving 4 | 


Saint Clement, Pope, and Martyr. 


rag in the place where he 
the lamb , imazediately there bre . 
fountain of clecr , and = {weet patbans 
in ſuch abundance, and with ſuch 4 violence 
that preſently it made a river , to the oreat 
comtort and joy of the Saint , and of all that 
were preſent, The fame of this miracle was 
diuulged throughout all that CcOuntrey : and 
much people flocked to lee $. Clement , and 
bearing his words and heauenly dcOrin the 
faithfull were confirmed in the faith, and the 
Pagans wete conucited in ſogreata number 
that every day weie-baptized five bundied 
perſons and more : and within the ſpace of 
one year wete built ſeuerity and five Chur. 
ches , and were dedicated to Chriſt our Sau» 
our : audthe Temples builtto the Gods vere 
thiown down , and all the Idols of that coun. 
trey , and a hundied leagues round abcyr 

Lroken in peeces. The number of the fauchtull 
increaſes much by the preaching of the holy 
Pope Clean cnt. The Emperor T12jan comin 

to know ot it , was higk:ly incented , and in 
d rage ſent into thoſe partsa Prefident called 
Auhtdian who made a great ſlaughter amongſt 
the Chriſtians , and by divers kinds of tors 
wents , and deaths martyred many, But ſeing 
that they were all conſtant in the taith , and 
died cheertull yY; judging that it was better to 
ſpare the multitude , and to puniſh the head 
and maſter of them all, that was Clement he 
commanded him to be brought before him, 
and finding him fire and conſtant in the con» 
teſſhon of leſvs Chiiſt , and that he could by 
no means perſwacc him to adore the Gods: 
he commanded the executioners to carry him 
into the deep ſea, and with 4 heauy arker 
tyed to his neck to caſt him into it, thatthe 
Chriſtians might not xeucrence him as God. 
Great were the ſighs , cryes, and awentations 
of all thoſe Chrillians, when they vaderſtood 
the ſentencetbat was giuen againſt the holy 
Pope : for that they had in him a father, 4 
maſter, a brotker, and a faithſull friend, and 
in ſo vnccmſcrtable a life , an vniverſal come 
ſoit tothemall.The koly Pope alſo ſeingibem 
grieue, gricucd , and wept with them , and 
ccmtorted them as well as he could. Hebeirg 
now vpon the point to be thrown into the 
ſea,the people that were vpon theſhoretolee 
him , made a great cry , ſaying : Lord Js! 
Chriſt ſaue bim : and S. Clement ſaid: Bternal 
Father receive my ſoul: and ſo he wat caltinto 
the ſea , and received the crown of Marty! 
dow. The Chriſtians lamented,apd were ve! 
ſad. There were amongſt themiwo diſciples 
of S. Clement, callcd Cornelius, and Phebut 
Theſe twolgcke to the nultitude,and ſaid, 
Biethezen , let vs pray to God that he would 
be pleaſed to ſtew vs the relicksof this holy 
Maityr. They mace their piaier , and imme” 


Giately the fra 1ctiacd for the ſpace of _ 
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miles, or 4 league , in ſuch forte that they | 


could go into it for all that ſpace, as vpon the 


in it a chappel. or litle Church made bythe 
hands of Angels ; and within the Church 2 
cheſt of Kone, in which was the body of S. 
Clement , and by it the anker with which he 
had been caſt into the ſea. This miracle did 
not happen only that year in which the holy 
Pope died, but it happened alſo every ycar, 
andthe (ea retired itlelf three miles ( as was 
faid) leaving the way dry for ſcuen daics, the 
day ot bis Martyrdom , and the other fix fol- 
lowing daics. For the novelty of ſo new and 
preat a miracle, the faithfull came from divers 
parts in pilgrimage to the Sepulcher of the 
Gzint at the time that it was to be ſeen, One 
time there camea woman with her litle child, 
and entring into the chappel where the body 
ofthe holy Martyr was, the child fell aſleep. 
The ſeucn daics being now paſlt,the ſea retur- 
ned to'its channel as it was wontto do, and 
every one retiring , the mother of the child 
that was aſleep (tor that God by this means 
would honor Saint Clement, and diſcover the 
power of his holy interceſſion) forgetting of 
it ,leſt it in the chappel, When ſhe was now 
come forth ſhe bethought berſelf ofher child, 
but at 4 time that ſhe could not ſliccour him 
(for that the waters were now retyrhed ,and 
bad couered the Chappel.) She did the vtmoſt 
that in ſuch 3 caſe could be thought of ; and 
belicuing that her child was drowned , ſhe 
ſought bis body throughout all that coaſt, to 
comfort herſelf as ſhe could with it : but ſhe 


' found it not; and ſo ſhe returned home fad 


and affliftcd , and paſſed all that year in a 
ſtrange diſcomfort. The next year ſhe omitted 
not to make ber pilgrimage, although ( in ap- 
_ ) the laſt had ſucceeded lo ill with 

r. She centred into the Church , made her 
praier at the Sepulcher of the Saint, and tur- 
ning her eyes towards the place where ſhe had 
lefe her child, ſhe ſaw him ſleeping in the ſame 
poſture that ſhe had left him ; and like one 
diſtrated and out of her ſelf for joy; ſhe ran 
to him, and tock him in her arms, and gaue 
him many a kiſs , and ſhedding wany tears of 
j0y,ſhe asked him, what had become ofhim all 
that year ? And the child anſwered that he had 
becn aſleep, and knew not that a year, or what 


a wiracle js written by Saint Ephraim Martyr, 
Biſhop of Cherſona, and by Saint Gregory of 
Tous , and Pope Iobn the third makes men» 
tion of it jn a Decretal epiſtle , and other au- 
thors, Metapbraſtes ſaies that vpon the day of 


the teaſt of the Saint , thoſe that came to his 


Sepulcher, obtained of God whatſocuer they 
asked him , through the intereefhon of Saint 


Clement ; and that there the blind 1cceived 


ght, the lame , and maimedtheir hands and | 
tect, and all the fick hcalth , and thoſe that —<* 
were poſleſſed by the devil were freed , by Yue 
only touching the relicks of the Saint, and ay A 
drinking a |itle holy water, And who now 
dees not admire at the liberality of our Lord 
towards his feruants , and at his benignity 
with which he magnifies them, exalts them, 
and ſubjeQs all creatures to their command ? 
For if the people of [{rael ſo admired to ſee the 
ſea once open it ſelf , that they might paſs 
through it with & dry foot , when the army 
of Pharao purſucd them, how ought not we 
to wonder ſcing the ſea to retire it ſelf every 
year vpon the day of the Martyrdom ofSaint 
Clement ,and to leave the earth dry , that all 
the people might go through it,and reucrence 
his holy body ? What Sepulcher can be more 
glorious, then that which was made by the 
bands of Angels, in the honor of this Sair t ? 
What ſleep more ſweet, then that which the 
litle child had for 4 whole year ? And what 
greater maruel then to reſtore him alive to 
his mother whom ſhe held ane bewailed as 
dead ? Theſe are the miracles, and prodigics 
which God works to glorify thoſe that glo- 
rify him, and to cxalt thoſe that humble and 
deſpiſe themſclues for his love. And if he do 
this here ypon earth, what think we will he 
do for them in heauen ? to the end that we 
all ſhould be animated to ſeruc ſo goodaLord, 
and to imitate Saint Clement , who did and 
ſuffered ſo much to imitate him. In the place 
where the fountain ſprung forth by the 
praicrs of S,Clement, Pope Nicholas the firſt 
commatrded 4 Church to be built in the ho» 
nor,and yades the name of the Saint ; and in 
the ſame popes time,one Cyril 4 holy man,cat- 
ricd the body of S. Clement to Rome , and it 
was placed withgreat ſolemnity in 4 Church 
of hisname, which had been built before , as 
the Roman Mattyrologe ſaics. Saint Clement 
was Pope ninc years.He gave Orders twice in 
the month of December, and made eleven Bis 
ſhops, ten Prieſts, and two Deacons, His Mare 
tyrdom was vpon the three and twentith of 
November , in the ycar of our Lord one hun- 
died and two, inthe raign of Trajart. © 
Saint Clement writ foriie admirable works, 
by which he taught, and enriched the Church 
of our Lord, although fome ofthem ate loſt, 


ſpace of time had paſſed. This ſo Rupendi | pd commenting the CONN Y 
Fo upendious | 


is 4 great varicty of opinions amopgſt aus 
thors.For ſome affirm that they are his works, 
others deny it, and others ſay that they haue 
been corrupted and depraved by the here- 
ticks. Saipt Hierom, in his book concerning 
Ecclefiaſtical writers , faies; that S: Clement 
writ in the nate of the Roman Chutch an 
admirable cpiftle to the Church of Corinth; 
which was read publikely in ſome Churches, 
| and that it was very like to the epiſtle which 
| Saint 
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23. holy..Doftor adds , that alſo there was 
Novzu- found a ſecond epiſile vnder the name of S. 
BER. 


Saint Feliciras, Martyr. : 


Saint Pavl writes to the Hebrews. And this 


Clement : but that the ancient Fathers did 
not admit of it for ſuch, nor of the diſputc 
of Saint Peter with Appion. Thus Saint Hie- 
rom ſpeaking, of Saint Clement, and he cites 
Euſebius Cefarienfis. Gelaſius Pope cenſures 
as Apoctyphal the as that go vader the name 
of Saint Peter Apoſtle ; and the book of the 
Canons of the Apoſtles; and of both theſe 
books ſome do make Saint Clement Pope to 
be author, But becauſe to examin, and averr 
which are the true and legititate works of 
Saint Clement,and which are falſly attributed 
to bim , is not proper for this place , but to 
treat of his life , and vertues, we will leauc 
this watter , remitting thoſe that defire more 
particularly to be ipformed about it , to Car- 
dinal Baronius,and Sixtus Sencnfis, whotreat 
this matter more copiouſly , and with great 
erudition , as does alſo F, DcQor Francis 
Turrian of the Society of Icſus ; who has 
written two books,one in defence of the Con- 
ſtitutions , and Apoſtolical Canons of Saint 
Clement, and the other in defence of his Epi- 
files , and of the other Epiſtles of the Popes, 
Of Saint Clement haue written , S. Ireneus, 
S. Epipbanius,S. Auguſtin,S, Hicrom, Optatus 
Milcvitanus , and Eucherius, and all the Mat» 
tyrologes , and writers of the liucs of the 
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TIT EPIIITL LEEDS 


THE'LIFE OF''8. FELICITAS, 


 Maryyr. 


Ne of the affeflions , which thoſe 
- that haue children ought to moderate, 
WS. and oucrcome , is the loue of the ſame 
cbilgren, For. although that naturally they 
loue them, and ought to louc them , yet they 
ought todo with ſtint , and meaſurc , andin 
ſuch a-wannec that for the loue of their chil- 
dren; they do not loſe the loue of God, which 
ought to be preferred before all things, Alſo 
it is eligently to be aduerted. wherein the 
true, love of children'docs confiſt; for [many | 
parcots defirc and;provide for their children 
the, periſhable, atd tjail goods of this life with 
ſo. great anxiety, ad with ſech an vnſatiable 
thicſt ,that all ſeewes litle, and fFort to them 
in compariſon of what they wovld do for their | 


+ 4 +14» « 


worthy of the! goods which they PrOcure 


teach parents this truth , and to vive ; 
rwlc,andanexample ofthat whict” they wc 
to do with their children, the boly Chu to 
day wakes 4 commemoration of bleſſed Saint 
Felicitas, a noble Roman Matron, who was 
a widow, and had feven children , and lived 
irreprchenſibly ,cendeauoring to ſerue God, 


her exawplc, and boly inſtrufions , animated 
them and ſo grounded them in the loue of 
God , that all the ſeven ſons were Martyred 
betore the eyes of their bleſſed mother in the 
time of the Emperor Antoninus, and were 
wade an cnd of by divers kinds of torments 
and deaths ;as we have ſaid vpon the day of 
their Martyrdom , which was the tenth of 


Chriſt , and ſons of Saint Felicitas , had 
fought valiantly and obtaincd the viftory, all 
the rage and fury of the Emperor wasturned 
2gainſt their, holy mother : for that ſhe hadby 
her words gijuen ſirepgthand armsto herons 
to fight. For, this cauſe the tyrant commanded 
her to be Gaſt into priſon , and would not. 
hauc her dy,jmmediately tothe end thatliving 
ſhe might,cuery day more and more teſert 
the death gf. ber children : for although that 
for as much as ſbe ſaw them already citizens 
of hcayen iFe was content and reoyced, yet, 
as 4 ep. 4. » he ſhould not but feel her has: 
uing lc# them as to berſelf, although ſhe had 


in priſon the more to afMi&, and torment her: 
and in the end ſeing that ſhe perſcuered con» 
ſiantly in the faith of Chriſt, he commanded 
her to be behcaded. Of this bleſſed motherand 
pattern of Chriſtian mothers , and as S. Gte- 
ory fajcs, more then a Maityr ; fortbat ſte 
was 2 Martyr cight times in her children, and 
once in-herſelf , the ſame Saint Gregory laies 
theſe words : Bretberen , let ws confider thit 
Yoman , aud be confounded , that being mett,che 
should fo far jurpaſs vs. For oftentimes only 
one org fooken againſt vs troutles v1 , and 
makes ws leaue our good purpoſes : but neither 
torments nor death itjelf were able to 1hake 5. 
Felicitas, We at the leaft Huſt of contraciZin 
are diſmayed , and fall; but sbe broke through 
iron ,androcks toobtain the crown. We give ut 


| 10 the poor our goods, Which We bawe ſwperfiu0us, 


for the love of Chriſt, and sbe effered him her. 
on flech in ſacrifice, We , Nben God requires 
of ws the chilaren Which be has lent ws , ver 
Without ceaſing, andtbere is no comforting of 913 


and she lewailed ber children , terau)e they aid 


eſlcence.of their love : without taking care to | not ay for Chriſt, but when sbe ſav themdead ihe 


adorn them with, vetues, and to make them | rejozted. Thus Saint Gregory, And Saivt _ 


Arch-" 


them, and to teach them how they a e "WY 
the eternalandimmenſe goods of = wee Now: 
we hope for, in compariſon whereoall earthly. ®3k, 
goods arc but countertcit & painted noodst7, | .J 


and to make her children ſerve hiw. And by 


_ But after that the glorious champions of | 
Jeſus 


paincdthem to God. He kept her four months + 


t IJ, y, 
h Now, 


Saint Ehryſogonus,, Martyr. 
TO THE HOEY 


Archbiſhop of Rauenna faies: Behold here 4 


y. 31 BY woman, whom the life of her children made ſoli- 
M* 


citows, 4nd their death mane ſecure. Happy be, 


=" who bas ſo many lights in beauen, as ihe had 


children po earth. Happy the Was in bringing 
them forth , ond moſt bappy in ſending them to 
heauen, She went more diligently amongſt their 
dead bodies , When the tyrant commanaed them 

' to be killed, then When tbe ſuckled themin their 

' cradles. For the conſidered with the eyes of ber 
ſoul, that as many as their Youuds were jo many 
were to be the je\Wvels of their Viflory, as\many tor- 
ments,ſo many vewards,and the barder their com- 
bats were , the more glorious were to be their 
crovns What shall T (ay of this valiant om an? 
but that sheis not & true mother who knowes not 
hily to lowe ber children , as this mother lowed 
hers. Hitherto are the words of Saint Peter of 
Rautnna. The Martyrdom of Saint Felicitas 
was ypon the three and twentith of Nouem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one hundred (e- 
uenty fruce The Roman Martyrologe and the 
reſt do wake mention of her, 
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THE LIFE. OF S. CHRISO0- 
gowns, Mary, 


Mongſt the holy Martyrs that 
by the command of the Empe- 
xor Dioclctian died for Chriſt, 
& WW . one wasChryſogonus a Roman 
| = Gentleman , and of great. Ic» 
nown ; who was kept in priſon two years in 
Rome, and was there aſſiſted and provided of 
all things neceflary for his ſuſtenance by a 
holy woman called Anaſtakha, who was mar- 
tied to Publius, 4 man of prime note , and 
powerfull, but no leſs crucl, and an cacmy 
of Chtiſtians. Who knowing what Anaſtaſia 
-was,.and what ſhedid for Chryſogonus ſhut 
her vp in 3 chamber of his own houſe with 
ſtrit guards vpon her , that ſhe might not 
be able to exercize her religion , nor to pro» 
uide Chryſogonus of meat and ſuſtenance, nor 
even hauc it fos herſelf, but that by litle and 
litle ſhe might come to periſh of hunger, When 
the Saint ſaw that ſhe was ſbut vp, ſhe fountl 
out means to writs, 2 letter-to Chryſogonus, 
18 this forme, 


Tom, 2» 


| feſt him. 


| 
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Confeſlorof Chriſt Chry- xo: 


ſogonus, Anaſtaſia. 


Libough my father Who begot me as 
Pagan, Fauſta( others read ns 
my mother Yas 4 Chiiſlian, and 4 very 

chaſt Yoman , and from & thild che made me 4 

Chriſtian : after ber death F vas married to 4 

cr#el and ſacrilegious man , whoſe company an 

bed I baue thunned by the mercy of God, under 
the pretext of being ſick, 1 employed my ſelf day 
and night in praying to-Jeſus Chri# , and in 
following his boly footeps. This moſt cruel man 
Waſting my patrimony(with which be puts him- 
ſelf in eſteem) With wicked and lewd people, as 
for me he keepes me as & ſorcereſs and 4 jactilegi- 
ous perſon in ſo bard 4 priſon , that 1 think F 
halt end my life init; for F want nothing to 
end it , but only to giue vp the Ghoſt. «And al- 
though it be ſweet and [auory wvato me to loſe 
my life for Chriſt yet F can not but much reſent 
it , that my gouds (all which 7 had offercd wato 

God ) sbouldbe ſpent in filthines, andin the ſet» 

wice of fals Godr. Wherefore Þ intreat thee, 0 

ſeruant of God, that thou wouldeſs beſeech our 


Lord, that , either be would giue liſe to this man, 


if he be to ackno\tedge bim, and to cunuert bimfelf 
wvntg him , or els that he Would take bim avay, 
if be be to perfenere its bis bardnes and obſtinacy. 
For jt ers bezter for him to loſe his life , then to 
deny the (6's f God, ant torment thojt that on- 
VM 444 to: vitnes , and promis the omnts 
potent God, that if be pleaſe to giue me my li- 
berty, 1 ill etaploy my felf hol in bis ſernice, 
as f Was Wont todo, in relieving and prouiding 
for the neceſſities of the boly Confeſſors. God bo 
Vith thee, man of God, andbe minafull of me. 
Cry bins recciued thisletter , being'in 
priſon with many other holy Conteſſors, and 
aſter he had with them prayed to our Lord 
for Saint. Anaſtaſia , he, anſwered her in this 
Manner, . | 
- {HidPs the ftorms, and tempeſts of this 
A World in which you are floating ; bold 
for certain, «Madam, that Te/uiChriſs 
WU] fauor you, and with one word will fink, to 
the bottom the denil that torments you , and 
makes war againſt you. Hae patience amidſt 
Jour ſufferings , and make account that you are 
inthe midle of the ſea , combated by 4 furious 
tempeſt, and confide that Teſus Chriſt vill come 
pon thoſe yaues , and deliuer you out of them: 
ant cry out with the Prophet fnying : Why art 
thou ſad 0 my Joul, and Yby art thou troubled? 
Hope in God, Who boy much (oener be tries and 
exerciſes thee. , does not for this ceaſe to be thy 
ſaluation, Think, Lady, that God Yill zigegou 
the goods of beauen, ſeing that he takes from you 
thoſe of earth. «And if it ſeem to you that be tar- 
ries long , kno that be does it , that you may 
Vvuuu more 
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more eſteembis gifts. Be not troubled , nor affii- 
fed, becauſe that liuing well , enils and affitii» 
ons to befall you. God prones , but does not de- 
ceiue. Man is deceitfull, and be who confides, 
and puts bis bope in bim , is curſed; and be 
Who puts his bope in God is bleſſed. Fly all fins 
With great care and diligence , and d-fire to be 
comforted by God alone , Whoſe commandements 
y0u do keep. For When you leaſt think, of it , he 
vill be pleaſed to comfort y:8 , and Will ſend you 
after the darknes of the night , the joyful light 
of day , and after the troubleſom fro# and cold 
of winter, wil} com# the delightſom ſpring , and 
after the tempeſt 4 cleer and fair beauen , that 
you may be able to fauor and to do good to thoſe 
that ſuffer perſecutions for Chriſt anw reliewing 
their temporal neceſſities,tnoy obtain of our Lord 
eternal rewards, God be vith you , and pray for 
Me.” 
By this epiſtle Saint Anaſtafia was greatly 
comforted, and ſo animated, that from thence- 
forward ſhe cadeauorgd to have as gicat pa- 
tience in her affli&ion ; as ſhe had made com- 
plaints againſt her cruel busband. Her ſuffe- 
rings increaſed, infomuch that they gaus ber 


cucry day to cat , only the fourth part of an + 


ordinary loaf of bread : and thinking that the 
hour of her death approached, ſhe writ ano- 
ther {etter in this form. | 
ANASTASIA, TO 
the bleſſed Martyr, and 
Confeſſor of Chriſt 
Chryſogonus, 
| \ ZE endof my daies is at band, pray 
| to God to receiue my ſoul when it ball 
go forth of my bogy , fince for bis lowe I 
endure the torments , Which the old woman the 
bearer of this letter Will relate. 
TheSaintanſvvered:Chry. 
ſogonus to Anaſtaſia, 
| eArknes alwvaies goes before light ,and 
after ſicknes comes health , and life is 
promiſed after death. eAll the proſperi- 
ties , and aduerſities of this life bane their end; 
that neither the [ad and afflified 1bonld deſpair, 
nor the joyfull an1 contented forget themſelnes. 
We all ſail in the ſame ſea, and our boiies are 
as the sbips that cut the Waucs., and our (outs 
the Pilots that gouern them. But ſome of theſe 
ships are ſo fFrong , and ſo well built , that they 
break the Waues , and paſs through them without 
any barm : and others ate ſo frail , that at enery 
turn they run great ha%ard. Toke comfort , ſer- 
nant of Chriſt , for thy nauigatron* although it 
has been full of torms and tempeſts ,ut will end 


proſperouſly and happily, and thou sbalt arriue 


Saint Chryſogonus , Martyr. 


at the deſired banen , enjoying Chr iſt Vith the 
— 


| 


| 


palm of AMartyriom. ? 

Theſe Epiſtles were written by Saint Ana- Now, 
ſtaſia, and Saint Chryſogonus; the Which are 33% 
related by Necephorus , Suidas , and Ado, 


| That which happened to Anaſtaſia , we iii 


recount vpon the day of her Martyidoa 
which is the fue and twentith ot December, 
But to return toSaint Chryſogonus, Alter he 
had becn two yearsa priſoner in Rome(as ye 
baue ſaid ) the Emperor Diocletian being ig 
Aquileia, and making great flaughier of the 
Chriſtians,he commanded Chryſogonustobe 
brought before him, and being come into his 
preſence, he offered him the dignity of Pre. 
fe&,and to make him con(ul, as becoming hig 
his noble blood and race, and other fauors, 
vpon condition that he would adore theGods, 
the Proteors of bis Empire. Chryſogonus 
anſwered with great conſtancy : 7 adore only 
one God With my ſoul , and tewerence bim with 
my heart , and With exterior ſign confels bim to 
be Gol , Wbo 6s Feſus Chriſt : ated curs and a+ 
borr theſe thy Idols, Which are the babitations of 
devils. The tyrant. enraged at this anſyer, 
commanded him to beheaded, and his bodyto 
be caſt into the ſea. Afterwards 4 holy oldman, 
called Zoilus, a Prieſt found it , and butiedit 
honorably , and by diuin revelation he found 
alfo his holy head : which was as-freſh as # it 
had been cut off that very day, and he joyned ' 
it to the body of the. Martyr. And Chiyſo- 
gonus in recompence of this ſeruice yhi 
Zoilus did him ; appeated to- hin thirty daies 
after his Martyrdom, and he died in ourLon, , 
and went tocnjoy him eternally in the come ...: 
pany of Saint Chryſogonus : whoſe Martyr: -- 
dom was vpon the four and twentith of No- -'/* 
uember ,in the yeat of our Lord thtce hun- 
dredand two, in the raign of DioclctianOf 
Saint Chryſogonus do wiite Suidas and the 
Martyrologes , the Roman , thoſe of Bede, 
Ulſvard, and Ado. Saint Chryſogonus hat an 
ancient Church in Rome , which is the title 
of 3 Cardinal , and of it mention is: wade in 
the firſt Council; which was celebrated inthe 
time of Pope Symmachus ,and ia the Regiſter 
of Saint Gregory Pope: and Gregory thethird 
adorned, and cnrichcd it with gitts , asis{aid 
in the book of the Popes. | 
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HE moſt illuſtrious Virgin, and Mat ou 
tyr Saint Catharin was born in Ale» 

lexandria of Egypt , of the blood 


Royal,and was cnadowed with all the 


raccs 
Þ hich 


Saint Catharin, Virgin, and Martyr. 896 
Altarsand Temples were bathcdin the blood 
of the beaſts that were killed, and ſacrificed *— 


tothe deuils, which.cauſed great contentand _ 25+ 
joy to the Emperor. S. Catharin vaderſtood Noven- 


a | __ which can be deſired in 4 woman. She was 
— . 

"| 35- extremely beautifull , and together moſt mo- 
Nony Y yover® geſt. She was diſcreet , and of 4 ſublime wit, 
inf 8& nd well inſtructed in all buman literature, 
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- and turned his face from her , ſaying , that in 


and Philoſopby , which at that time flouriſhed 
in the city of Alexandria.Pctrus de Natalbus 
jaics , that before ſhe was baptized ſhe had 3 
dream and cuelation , in which the Sacred 
Virgin Mary our Lady appeared vnto her with 
her dear on, a child of extraordinary beauty in 
her arms , & that themother offered Catharin 
her ſon , but the bleſſed child thruſt her away, 


his eycs that damſel was not beautifull , be- 
caule ſhe was not baptized. Catharin awaked, 
and vaderſtanding what ſhe wanted, and that 
ſhe was not worthy to ſee the beautifull face | 
of Chriſt , ſhe made herſelf a Chriſtian , and 
was baptized. Chriſt appeared to her againin 
the ſame manner as before , and louingly che-. 
ziſhiog her , and doing her great fauors,in the 
preſence of his moſt ſacred mother , and of 
wany Angels ,and Saints of heaucn he took 
her for his ſpoule, and as to his true ſpoulc 
gauc her4 ring. The glorious Virgin awaked 
out of her ſlecp , and the found the ring vpon 
her finger, All this is telated by. this Author: 
Andſo ſome are wont to paidt Saint Catharin 
with Chriſt in the arms of his mother , put- 
ting a ring vpon her finger ; and taking her 
for dls pee? The reſt of the life and Mar- 
ty:dom of this glorious Virgio, muſt be taken 
out;of Simeon Metaphraſtes who writ it at 
large, and Lipoman, and Laurence Surius rc- 
late it in this manner, Maximinus, 4 cruel and 
barbarous man, who retained nothing in him 
of 3 wan but his name, and beipg in Alexan:- | 
drig;; he commanded an cdict to be publiſhed 
ofthis tenor; ; 


THE... EMPEROR 
"Maximinus to all thoſe 
that arevnder our Em- + 


pire, Healch. 


H Aung, receiued great benefits from the 


Y COTE 


benignity of our Gods, we do judge,that 
in acknowledgement of their great libe- 
rality ve ought to offer them Sacrifices : Where- 
fore ve exbort and command 0u that you come 
ito our preſence, to the end that you may chew 
ty deeds the lowe and reuerence that you baue to 
dur great Gods. Adwuertifing you , that be who 
jhall not obey this our command, but follow ano» 
ther religion contrary to ours , beſides bis loſing 
the fauor of the immortal Gods , shall in curr 
our tridignation , and pay for it With bis life. 
"This <di& being publiſhed , all the city of | 
Alexandria was filled with people, which came 


————— 


iom divers parts to offer Sactifices, and all the 


| 


this , and moucd by the loue of her ſweet **=* 


(pouſe Ieſus Chriſt , reſolued in her own per- 
ſon to ſpeak tothe Emperor,and to reprehend 
his raſhand inconſiderate folly , with which 
he deceiucd that blind people , and carricd 
them to hell after him, Accompanied then by 
wady ſeruants ſhe went tothe Temple, where 
the Emperor was at that time: and with his 
lcaue cntred into it, and fignificd vato him 
that ſhe defired to ſpeak with him. All admired 
£0 {ce the Angelical countenance of $; Cas 
tharin ,accompanicd with ſo ſtrange and rare 
4 modeſty. She approached neer to Maximi- 
nus , and with great freedom told him of the 
blindnesin which he was,to offer Saczifice to 
Jdols, and Rtatues of vitious and fintull men , 
and to catry after him all that ignorant peo» 
ple, whom as their head and Prince he was 
obligedto vndecciue , and'to put in theright 
way. That which concerned him was , to ac- 
knowledge the true God, who had created 
him ,and giucn him his Empire 3 who being 
Godand immortal, had made himſclf man for 


' vs, and by his own free will had died vpon 4 


crols,todcliuer vs from the death we deſerued 
for our fins. The Emperor was troubled hiea« 
ring the diſcours of Saint Catharin,and ſtayed 
ſome time without being able to give her an 
anſwer , but at laſt told her , that ſhe ſhould 
cxlpe@ yntill he had made an end of his Sa+ 
crifice ;for afterwards he would anſwer her, 
He commanded her to be carried to his palate, 
and theſolemnity being ended he went toſce 
her ,and having herin his preſence , he ſaid 
vnto her : Teil vs now who thouart, and the 
words which to day thou ſpakeſt ? The holy 
Virgin anſwered : «My linage is Well known inn 
this city :my name ts Catharin. | haue fpent my 
rime in the ſtudies of Rhetorick, and Philoſophy: 
but that which} moſt glory in , is , that 1 am-4 
Chriſtian , and baue for my ſpouſe Teſus Chriſt, 
true God, and true man. Then (he began to 
giue an account of herſclf, and of her faith 
with ſoch fingular wiſedow , cloquence and 
grace,that the Emperor was amazed at her , 


' and adwired to ſee her incomparable beauty, 


and to hear the force and weight of her rea» 
ſons , which he knew not how to anſwer. 
And vnderſtanding that to convince Catharin 
4 greater knowledge was neceſlary then that 
which himſelfhad, he commanded to be called 
out of all ilic parts of his Empire , the moſt 
learned and moſt cloquent men that were in 
it , that diſpoting with the holy Uirgia they 
might convince her ; and in the mean time 
commanded her to be kept vnder guard in his 
own palace. There came'filty very learned 
men , great Philoſophers and Otators; by the 

con» 
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& ot they vndcrſtood the cauſe ot their calling and | 


- Command of Maximinus to enter into diſpute 
with the holy Uirgin. And although when 


EK, Coming , they were aſbamed , for that they 


thought it was againſt their reputation to 
make ſo great accouut of 3 woman , who , 


how great ſocuet her vnderſtanding might be, | 


and how wuch ſocucr ſhe might know , bad 
infine the vnderſtanding , and knowledge of 
3 woman , and they gauc the Emperor to va- 
derſtand as much : yet after they bad diſputed, 
and had been convinced by Saint Catharin, 
without knowing whatto anſwer, they we © 
much more aſhamed and contounded and vn- 


derſtood , that human ſcience was not able to, 


refit din wiſedom, nor the vnderſtanding 
of man the ſpirit of God. The fifty Philoſo- 
phers met together in one place, and all the 
city flocked thither to ſce ſo new and fo 
ftrange a ſpeacle , in which fifty men held 


for the flower of all the vniuerſitics and as fo 
many oracles of wiſedom , were to diſpute 
witha Virgin of eighteen years of age , about 
3 matter of learnipg ,and of Religion, in the 
preſence of the Emperor himſelf, But an An- 


gel of our Lord appeared.to the holy Virgin, 


and bad her, that ſhe ſhould not fear, for that 
God would giue her 4 diuin knowledge , be- 
fides that which ſhe had gotten by her own 
Rudy , and diligence : and that ſhe ſhould get 
the viory over the fifty Philoſophers , and 
C pleaſcd : 
and convert them , and many others to the 
knowledge of God, for whome they ſhould 
dy , and ſhe afterwards ſhould be crowned 
with Martyrdow. The Angel ſaid this to her, 
and diſappeared. The holy Virgin was much 
animatcd by this grace and favor of our Lord. 
She centred intothe place where all that afſem- 
bly was : and one ot the Philoſophers of grea» 
tcft fare, and who was held for the moſt lear- 
ned amongſt themall , with ſome diſdain and 
{coin , wiciting' his countenance faid vnto 
her: Artthou ſhe that with walapert and bold 
words reuileſt our Gods ?I am ſhe ( faics Ca» 
tharin.) although not with walapeitand bold 
words, as thou faieſt , but with certain, and 


ſhould make them belieue what 


true reaſons, The Philoſopher began pieſen- 


tly to:prepole_ his arguments, in tauor of his 


Gods, founded in the magnifical titles and 
namics W hich the Poets give them ;and tocne 
deauor to prove, that Chriſt was not God, 


becauſe he had been crucified , ahd none of 


their Poets ,nor Philoſophers, held him for 
ſuch, nor made mention of him in their wri- 
tings. But the molt wiſe Virgin refuted all the 
«Ipuments of the Philolopher , proving by 
eood Philoſophy and naturall reaſon , that 
theie could be no more then one God, the 
author, and ſoverain maker of all things crea- 
tcd : and that the Gods whom they adored 
could rot be Gods, for that they had been vi- 


| 
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| tious and abowinable men; and of whom the =——, 
very Poets themſclues oftentimes recount 2+. 
great wickedacſles, And although the Ports, No 
being vain and fabulous , did not ſpeak of *\ 


Chriſt ; yerthe Sybils , whom they they them- 
ſclucs reuerenced, as women eglightened by 
the ſpirit of heauen, bad ſpoken moR ſublime. 
ly ot him: and long before it happened, had 


| written, that he was 'out of envy to betaken, 


and put to death by his own people, and that 
he was to riſe again, andto aſcend Vpto bea- 
uen , and to judge the living and the dead ;: 
citing the places of each one of the $ybills ſo 
clcerely and apparantly , that the Philoſopher 
betore prowd, and ſwelled , became confouns 
ded , and perſwaded ot the truth ofall that 
which the holy Uurgin ſaid. For ſhe ſpoke 
with ſuch Majcſty , and with that rare «lo» 
quence , grace, grauity , and feruor of ſpirit, 
that it cleerly appeared, that it was the work 
of God , and that the learning of S, Catharin 
was not human, but diuin , which could not 
be rcfiſted, The Emperor was aſtoniſhed, and 
when he ſaw that the Philoſopher was at 2 
ſand, be commanded the other Philoſophers 
to help bim, and todiſpute againſt the holy 
Virgin : but they refuſed todo it; as well be 
cauſe that Philoſopher was the moſt famous & 
eminent amongſt them all, as alſofor thatthe 
reaſons of the Saint had convinced them, and 
ſo ſatisſyed them, that. they had not whats 
reply againſt them, Ando they all with one 
voice anſwered the Emperor , that in-that 
Philoſopher, andtheir companion (whowas 
the moſt learned) they were all ouercome;atd 
all with bim confeſfed, that the Virgin'ſaid 
the truth : and that they yntill that moment 
bad becn blind in adoring for Gods thoſe 
that were not Gods ;and that there was only 
one God , which was Ieſus'Chiiſt whom Cay 
tharin confeſſed and adored, and they all with 
her confeſſed and adored, It is not caly.to bee 
lieue the ſury and rage of Maximinus at 
hearing of this: and as he was naturally 
and furious , he. inſtantly commanded that 2 
great fire ſhould be'made, and all the fifty Phie 
loſopbers to be burnt in it, The fire was kit 
died: and the Philoſophers ſeing it, they caſt 
themſelues at the feet of the holy Viegaen 
lecching ker with tears , that: ſke would pray 
to God , that he would pardon them the ns, 
which in their blindnes they had committed 
againſt him: for that being now illuminated 
by bis light, they were ready to receive Bap* 
tiſto , and tody tor him. The glorious Saint 
rezoyced in God exceedingly ,to ſeethe truth 
triumph ouct falſhood,and Chriſtian wiledom 
ouer vain Philoſophy ; and the true and only 
Godouer the rout of fals Gods ; and that hole 
men , who before had the name of wiſe men, 
and now were ſo indeed, had jubmitted them» 


lelues to Chiiſt (who is the eternal wiſcdom 


of he 
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of the Father) apd like good ſoldicrs bad not” 


doubted to enter into the batle, and to give 


2, Þ Novery their hues for him, And ſo witha toving and 
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gracious countenance lhe comforted,andens» 
couraged ther , ſaying vnto them, thax they 
might be aflured thatGod had pardoned them, 


. ſcipg thatfor his loue they made more account 
_ of the heauenly king then of an carthly one: 


& that the fire ſhould ſerue thens for Baptiſtn : 
and would purify their fools , that ſo clcan 
and purc , they wight immediately be preſen- 
cd before the face of the divin Majeſty , 
bhere they ſhould receive the reward of that 
puniſhwent , and the 'immortal crown 'of fo 
ploriousa vittory. With theſe words they were 
comforted , and making oftentimes vpon 
themſelues the fign of the croſs, and inuoca- 
ting the name ot leſus Chriſt , they were put 
jnto the fire, and gave yp their fouls to God, 
Afterwards certain Chriſtians went ſecretly 
to gather theic holy Relicks , andthey found 
their bodics lo entire , and* without .harm , 
that not a hair of thein was wanting; By this 
tniracle God ſhewed', how acceptable vnto 
him that Sacrifice was , which thoſe learned 
men made him ofthemſc)ues., and many Pa- 
were.conuerted to that faith , for which 
Sy had giucn their liues. And who now 
docs.not ſec in this a& the wiſedom, powen& 
greatnes-of our God ? And how by. 4 weak, 
woman fic bumbled.the proud , andeonfoun- 
ded the Emperoy,and threw down the haugh- 


tines of the world ,cnlightened the blind and 


madc thoſe that were perſecutors of the truth, 
to be perſecuted, andto dy with joy andcon- 
tent for the ſame truth? Maximinus was much 
troubled, and enraged at this ſucces, and very 
dcefirous to:draw Saint Catharin to his will, 


and either by tair.means ,;or by .foul to make 
Her Sacrifice. to his Gods. He thought good 
firſttotry her by ſweetnes,and to ſee if by che. 


tiſhings and kind offers he could ſoften the 
conſtant breaſt of the Virgin. He made, ber 
ſeat promiſles ſpake vnto her with the ſeig- 
d -afteion of a father, and vid all t 

rt he could poſſibly ro perſwadeher-tothat 
yhich he pretended. But all this meking no 
iwprefſion in the, heart of the bleſſed Virgin, 
for that it, was wounded with the loue ot ber 
ſect ſpouſe ,/he conuerted his.courtings and 
fatteries into terrors;. and threats, telling 
ber , that he would cauſc her to be putto molt 
ave} torments. To which Saint Catharin an+ 


lwered : Do thy pleaſure , for thy torments by 


| auel ſoeter they may be , sbal baye an end , but 


the reward of them sball la for euer : and} 
bope in God , that many of thy buuſe and Palace 
are to be: ſaued through my means. This the 
Saint ſaid , and. God freely ; granted her it. 
Vpon this the Emperor diffiding in his arts 
and crafts as not like to, auail him, he com: 
wanded her to he ſtript naked , and'to be 
Tow. 2, | 


—_— 


| at. as. Me 


ſcourged -with raw finews. of beaſts. They 
ſtripped the moſt pure Virgin , which to hex ——— 


was 2 moſt gricuous torment, and the crucl 
executioners began todiſcharpe blows vpon 
that tender ,, and delicate body , and were 
two boures wounding her fleſb, whiter then 
alabaſter , leauing it couered with her blood, 
and caufing inthoſe that were preſent ſo great 
griet , that they ſhed many tears. The. Vizgit> 
Was as Couragious,, as if her body had been of 
{tone , although the fixcams of blood that 
iſſued out ofit.ſhewed that it was of fleſh, Aﬀter 
this torment they put. her into a dark priſon 
with many gards ou her , and with order 
that nothing ſhauld be: given her to eat-: but 
tor ewelue dayes which ſhe remained there j 
our Lord provided for her, ſending bis Angels 
to viſit , cure, and comfort her , and 4. dove, 
which brought her cuery day what was ne« 
ceſlary for her ſuſtenance, : | 

[The Empercſs came to the priſon to viſit 
S, Cathatin., admiring at what ſhe Had heard. 
lay of her extreme beauty, lcarning, fortitude 
and-conſtancy in.her torments. She came by. 
night , accompanycd by 4 Captain of the Em- 
peror; called Porphyzy , and by other Soidicts. 
The Empetc(s cnued into the priſon, ſpake 
with tbe holy damzel., and by ber diſcours 
and converſation took ſuch an affe&tion to 
her, and was 1o wounded. with the louc of 
God, that ſhe receiued the faith , and was bap« 
tized , and Porphyrty did the ſame with two 
hundred otber ſaldiers , offcring:themſelyes 
to dy for Chiiſt whenfocuer they ſhould hauc 


| occafion.. And, the .Empereſs fearing that, ſhe 


was not ſtrong enough to endure torments , 
the holy Virgia animated her to ſuffer ther 
(if it, were neceſlary ) with joy : telling her, 
that CO _ b in her heatt , and would 
giuc her ſtrength and couragetopaſsthrou 
thera , and « cars reward. her with. 


Chriſt appearcd to preg > 7 rn 7. 
and ſaid voto her ,;that ſhe ould: not fear; 
for that he was. with her } and hre-torments 
ſhould not buft her : and that after ſhe had 
brought many by her example to the knows 
ledge of him, ſhe ſhould receiuethe wages of 
an eternal retribution; The twelte daics bes 
| ing paſt, Maximinus vaderſtanding that the 
| Saint, was yet alive , and that :the want.of 
ſuſtenance had not taken away her life in ic 
| many daies, he commanded ber. tobe brought 
-once more before bim : and ſoirg her not anly 
 aliuc, but alſo well and in good: health,, and. 
with the ſame beauty and grace which ſhe had 
hefore, ſhe was toxmented , he was amazed 
and aſtoniſhed, and ſpoke gently to. her t6 
deceiue her , ſaying : that he Kew, that for 
her great parts ſhe was worthpofthe Empire; 
and tor her extreme beauty to be Queen of the 


world, The wile Virgin preſently vaderſtond 
XXXXK the 


crown of immonal glory. Herein priſop -lefus 
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the ſnare of Sathan , and faid vnto tbe Empes« + 
ror, that hesbould make no account of the beauty | 


Noven- of the body , Which like & flower Yithers, and 


BER, 


aries avay , but of that of the ſoul , Wbich al- 


Waies flourithes and endures , and is that Which 


the Saints bane in heauen. Finally after other 
diſcourſes betwixt the glorious Uirgin and 
the Emperor , the tyrant aſſaulting the Saint 
with his craſt , and ſhe reſiſting with ivcredi- 
ble courage and ſpirit , the tyrant ſcing no- 


thing would prevail, he commanded an engin | 


to be made of four wheels, ſtuck with Tharp- 
pointed nails , and ſo joyned together , that 
the Virgin being put vpon one of them , and 
that wheel being moued , her body ſhould be 
torn in peeces with thoſe horrid inſt1uments, 


They tyed the valiant Virgin tothe wheel, 


and the executicners began to mokbe it, but 
her dear ſpouſe did not abandon her in this 
torment. For ſuddenly an Angel of ovr Lord 
vnticd her , breaking the cords with which 
ſhe wastyed, and tore aſunder that cruel en- 
pin, ſeparating one wheel from another, with 
ſo great violence that by its ſpeedy motion 
many of the Pagans who were there, and had 
come to ſee that ſpectacle, were killed : and 
thoſe that eſcaped cryed out , ſaying : Great 
is the Goll of the Chiiſtians. What heart ſo 
hard as that it would not mollify with this 
miracle ? And what Tyger ſo fierce , that 
would not be tamed with theſe wonders ? 
But Maximinus was more fierce then any 
Tyger , and more hard then any ſtone or. 
diamond , and ſo was not moved : but thin» 
king ita diſparagement to his perſon , and his 
Jmperial dignity ,to be overtom by 4 tehder 
Vizgin ,anda weak woman, began to inuent 
new, and terrible torments to make an end 
of her. The Empercſs yndciſtood this , and 
being notable any longer to conceal the flame 
which burntin her breaſt , went to the Em» 
peror;; zeprchending him with ſeucze and 
grauc words , for the crucltys which he had 
vicd againſt Cathatin , and againſt the other 
Chriſtians : confefſing that ſhe herſelf was 
One , and was ready to dy for the Confeſſion 
of Chriſt. The tyrant went out of himſelf, 
and immediately commanded his wife to be 
taken out of his preſence and that they ſhould 
behead her,and together with her Porphyry, 
and the other two bundred ſoldicts, for that 
he knew. that they had made themſelves Chri- 
ſtians : fulfilling that which the holy Virgin 
had ſaid, thatſome of the houſe of the En:* 
101 by her. means would obtain eternal ſal- 


uation. The-Empeiels accepted with joy the | 


ſentence'otFer death,and ſpake with the holy 
Virgio Saint Catharin, and with great devo» 
tion ; and tendernes beſought her, that ſhe 
would pray to God for her,that he would favor 
her in that confli; and the Saint ſaid vnto her: 


Do mot fear , tut go, for God is Nith 304, and \ cheriſhings of your met ſweet Spoulc 


you shall raign vith kim for euer, The Empe. _ 
2, 23 
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rels bauing heard theſe words tock herleave 
and the ſentence of the tyrant was executed 
againſt her , and againſt Porpbyry , atd his 
ſoldiers, The Emperor who had not ſpared 
the blood of his own wife , nor of his domes 
ſicks , ſcing the perſeuerance ofS, Catharin 
and that there wasno hope to perſwade her to 
what he deſired , he commanded her al{o i» 
be beheaded. As foon as the cruel ſentence 
of the tyrant was publiſhed againſt the gloti. 
ous , Virgin , all the city , men and women, 
Lords and Ladys , yopg and old flocked to 
the place of execution. When the holy Dam- 
ze] came thither, and they ſaw her graceful 
comportment, many tenderly wept for prief: 
but ſhe was glad at heart , and in her countes 
nance fecmed to be aSeraphim, andlifting vp 
her gracious eyes ,and holy handsto heaven, 
ſhe made her praier to God, giving him thanks 
forall his mercies towards her: and eſpecially 
ſor having vouchſafed to receiue her 1ni ho- 
locauſt and Sacrifice ,oftcring him the blood 
which ſhe ſhed for him , as a pledge of her 
pure and true loue. She beſought him thathe 


would receiv her ſpirit pure and clean; and 


that be would not permit her body to come 


into the hands of thoſe wicked miſcreants, 


Morcouer ſhe begged of him that all Dez 
uotes and thoſe that ſnould remember her,ard 
inuoke her in their neceſſitys, might be fauv» 
red by him,8 that he would graunt thei that 
«which they asked , if it wee convenient for 
theirſaluation : and that he would ehlighten 
all that people there preſent , and bring them 
to his knowledge and loue. When ſhe had ſaid 
this one of the Soldiers ſtrucke her,and cutoff 
her head , milk in ſtead of blood running out 
ofthe wound. And that her ſacred body might 
not come into the hatnds of thoſe wretches 
(as ſhe had defircd ) the Angels cartied it 
into Mount Sinai, and there buried it from 
which flowes a ſycet liquor , ſoucrain agal 
all diſeaſes. And afterwards the Emperor Iu- 
ſtin built there a magnificent Church 
Monaſtery , where her holy body is 1everen- 
ced. © glorious Virgin Catharin , andſwect 
Spoule of Ieſus Chriſt, diſciple of the heauenly 
maſter,and Miſtreſs of the Philoſophers, and 
Doors of the world, who didit ouercomtor- 
wents, and trivemph over the tyrant, pattern of 
Virgins , trevgth of Martyrs, and living,and 
dead firgularly fauored by our Lord: How 
equitable was itthat milk inficad of bl 
ſhould come fromyour neck , to declare the 
whitcnes and purity of your ſoul ? And that 
the Angels ſhould come down from heaven 
to celebiate your ſuncrals , and with their 
own bands bury your bedy in the ſame mou» 
tainwhere God had appeared, and given lus 


law ? Now you enjoy the chaſt embraces, a. 
:N 


you 


Bis, WG 


Ty 


a5 


Saint Catharin, Virgin,and Martyr. 


ou haue obtained the crown of your Uiftory, 
and arc ſecure that no body ſhall take it away 


me Or” com you. Remember ys your deuoted ſer- 


* 


yER 


v 


uapts , who arc ill fighting, and begg your 
fauor : that by the means of your interceſſion 
we may imitate your vertues,rcfiſt the allure- 
ments of our fleſh , and the fals promiſes of 
the world, and the frights and terrors of the 
deuil; and by aglorious Victory over ourſel- 
ues , may arrive where you are arrived , and 
enjoy what you enjoy. The Martyrdom of S. 
Catharin was vpon the five and twentith of 
Nouember ,in the year of our Lord three hun- 
dred and ſeven , vnder the Emperor Maxi- 
minus. They commonly paint her witha4ſword 
in her band , and the head of an Emperor 
ynder her feet: to ſignify, that by the ſword 
ſhe obtained the crown of Martyrdom , and 
victory ouer the tyrant who Mattyred her, 
OfSaint Catharin, beſides Metaphraſtes,who 
writ her Martyrdom , do make , mention the 
Martyrologes, the Roman , thoſe of Bede,and 
Ado: and Molanus in the Additions to Vſuard, 
and CarCinal (Baronius in his Annotations 
yon the Martyrologe, and in the third tome 
of his Annals : and the Grecians honor her 
much , and call her the great Catharin , for 
the great benefits which through her praiers 
they recciued from our Lord inthe Conqueſt 
of the Holy Land. 
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being hidden he did not lay afide his Paſtos 


- 


ral care , nor ceaſe wiite to more then fix — 


hundred and fixty Chriſtians , that were in 
priſon, exhorting them to patience ,atid.per- 
ſeverance: and when he vnderſtood that they 
bad fought valiantly , and had obtained the 
crown of Martyrdom, the holy Biſhop rejoy- 


ced exceedingly , as if himſelf had received” 


that ſo ſignal tauor of God. Afterwards Saint. 
Peter returned to Alexandria , where he had 
ſharp encounters with the Schiſmaticks , He- 
reticks, and Pagans. For 4 Biſhop of Licopolis 
in Egypt, called Meletius, bauing committed 
= crimes , and ſacrificed to the Gods, 

e Was depriucd of his chair , and depoſed 
by Saint Peter in 4Council, Melctius was fo 
aſhamed and diſgraced, that to revenge him- 
ſelf of Saint Peter , and of thoſe that had zuſtly 
chaſtized him,he began to trouble theChurch, 
and to makea ſchiſm init : for that he was 3 
learned, crafty and cunning man, and found 
thoſe that would follow hic , and amongſt 
them the vnfortunate Arius , who being na» 
turally turbulent and furious, cook the part 
of Melctius againſt Saint Petcr of Alexandria 
his own Biſhop; and for it was excommuni- 
cated, and ſcparated from the Churctr. The 
ſcepter of the Eaſt came into the hand of Ma- 
xitninus, no leſs cruel perſecutor of the Chri- 
ſtians then had been Diocletian and Maxt- 
wian.He commanded Saint Peter to be appre- 
hended, and to be put to death. The Miniſters 
of Maximinvs laid hold of him, and caſt hiau 
into priſon , which being known in the city, 
great multitudes of the inhabitants reſorted 
thither, to free their holy Paſtor, and (ifneed 


Noveyz 


BER. 


were) to lay down their lives in his defence. 
At this time the wicked Artivs, vnderſtanding 


— THE LIFE OF SAINT PETER, 


6 K 6 
hs of Alexandr a, Bishop and M, artyr. that Saint Peter was to be martyred, he ſent 
118 certain Ptiefts vnto him , to beſeech him thar 


he would pardon bim ,and admit him tothe 
communion of the Church: thinking by this 
means togain the good will of the Clergy and 
of the people, and that S. Peter beingdead 
they would make him Biſhop, Two Prieſts, 
called Achillas,and Alexander went with this 
embaſly : they entrcd into the priſon where 
Saint Peter was , and propoſed to him that 
which they came about, intreating hias that 

he would be reconciled to Arrius, andabſolue 
bim , ſeing that he ſubmitted himſelf to his 
judgement and corretion. The holy my 
fetching 4 great ſigh, anſwered them in theſe 
words: «My tretheren, do not bold me inhuman 
and rigorous , fos 1 knew my ſelf tobe 4 man, 
and to be /ubie to miſeries and fins : but telieue 
he: «Arrins is crafty , 'and 4 hidden deceiner , 
and bis wickednes exceeds all Yickedneſſes : and 
this F [ay not of my ſelf , nor of my 0% bead. 
command that be te not armitted mio the 
Cbunrth : for this very night making my accuſto- 
med tr aier unto cur Lord a child of atout tYelne 
gears 


E Aint Peter of Alexandria was 
born in the city of Alexandria, 
and. 2 nioſt worthy Patriarch 
of it. He ſucceeded in that ſeat 
(which was the head of all the 
Churches of Egypt, and of many other P1o- 
vinces) 4 boly wan called Theonas, w ho was 
the: ſixteenth Prclate after Saint Matk the 
"Evangeliſt. 1n his time was the moſt bloody 
and cruel perſecution of the Emperor Diocle- 
tian and Maximian , apainſt the Church of 
our Lord : in which the boly Prelate did what 
be could to alleviate that moſt Prievcus tems 
peſt , and for the Comfort of the Chriſtians. 
And that he wight benter do it, and that his 
ſheep , their ſtepherd beitg dead , might not 
be terrified , and fall into the jaws of the | 
volues that ſought to devour them , he re- 
tired himſelf to ſolitary and deſert places, 
to fly the hands.of the impious miniſters of 
the Emperors who ſought aſter him. But' 


Saint Peter of Alexandria, Bishop ,and Martyr, 


go 
gears oli appeared before me , of an immens | the execution of the ſentence of death given 
26." Splendor couered Yeith 4 liznen wobe , torn from | againſt the holy Piclate, when he ſaw thatthe 
Noveu- the top to the bottom , and Vith his hands took | city was in armes and much people was round Ws 
»ER, Fhe parts of that garment, and opflied them to Oy 


bis body , as if with them be Yould. county his 
nakednes, 1 Yas aftenished at this wiſien , and 
remained for ſome time mat? , and Without ſenſe. 
eAfter Yards being returned to my ſelf, F jpake, 


. Jaying : Lord, who is it that bas torn your gar- 


ment? «And be anſwered me ; eArrius bas torn 
it. Take heed, nnd (ee that thin dueſt not admit 
bim to the communion of the faiti{ull , for zn 
the morning they will come tointreat thee in bis 
behalf, but do nit yeeld to them, nor permit thy- 
felf ro beourrcome by them , but gine order tothy 
Prieſts eAchillas , and Alexander ( who are to 
ſucceed thee in thy Bizhoprick , one after the 
other) by no means to admit him : and thou 
sbalt shortly end thy conrs , and sbalt be cr0v- 
ned With «Marty1dom. All this Saint Peter 
related to the two Pricſts , who came to. in- 
treat him to pardon Arius, commanding them 
in the name of God , when they ſhould be 
Biſhops not to pardon him , nor to admitt 
hita to the participation of the Sacraments, 
for that he was an infernal miniſter of Sathan, 


whoxyas to tear the garment of Chriſt (which - 


js his holy Church ) with the herefies which 
he was to ſow in it.For although at that time 
he had not ſowen them, but only as 1Schiſ- 
matick followed the faftion of Meletips , yet 
our Lord , who knew what was to happen , 
and the ſpoyl which that peſtilent wan was 
torake,and the obſtinacy in which he would 
p*rſcuer , thought good fo lopg before to ad- 
moniſhthe holy Bifbop Peter,that he might be 
aduertiſed, and might aduettife his immediate 
Succeſſors, what they were todo with him,to 
the end that the Catholick Church might not 
receive ſo great dammayes from his wicked- 
neſs , as ſhe ſhould haue received, had ſhe not 
becn aduertiſed and forewarned thereof. In 
ſuch ſorte that the viſion which Saint Peter 
had , of the garment of Ieſus Chriſt which 
Arius had toin , was not becauſe he had al- 
ready don it, as ſome ſay ( for this happened 
afterwards when Alexander was Biſhop ) but 
becauſe.in proceſs of time he was to do it ; nor 

was it adeclaration of what was paſt , but 3 

Propheſy of what was to come, All that which 
God reuealed to Saint Peter, and which he 
recounted to histwo Pricſts , happened in the 

ſame manger that he had ſaid it. For Arius 
tore the garment of Chiiſt ,ſeucring, and dis 
uidipg the Church, and Achillas , and Alc- 
xandcr were Biſhops of Alexandria, and Ale- 

xander ſeparated him as an Heretick , and caſt 

him out of the Church : and S. Peter within 

a tew daics after that he had recciued the re« 

uelation, died conſtantly being beheaded for 


_curLord , in the manger which I ſhall here 


tecount, The Tiibun , who bad charge to ſee 


mult, be reſolved to expe the night, thatthe 
people returning home totheir houſes to ref 

he might ſecurely , and quietly execute what 
he was commanded to do. But it happened 
not as he imagined. For the people didioloue 
| their holy Paſtor , that they would not depart 
trom the place whete he was. Saint Peter yn. 
 derſtood this , and out of the ardent defire 
| which he had to dy for Chriſt , and fearing 
leaſt for his fake the citizens and ſoldier 
' wight come to fight, he ſecretly adventiſed the 
| Tribun what he was to do, to execute the 
| ſentence without noiſe or tumvult, And as the 
Saint himſelf bad aduiſcd, they ſecretly tock 
him out of the priſon , and carticd hin tothe 
ſame place, where Saint Mark the Evangeliſt, 
tounder , and firſt Biſhop of the Church of 
Alexandria , had been Martyred. There he 
made his praier, and recommended him(elf 
moſt earneſtly to Saint Mark , taking him for 
intercefſor, that he might ſhed his blopdcous 
ragiouſly for our Lord, and ihat the Church 
of Alexandria might be proteQied , and the 
Catholick Church reflored to its ancient 
peace, and ynion. At the, ſatwe timethitthe 
Saint made this praicr, a holy Virgin heada 


nt. ew 


Yoice from heauen , which faid: Peter fiſt of 
the Apoſiles : and Peter laſt of the Birhops Mar- 
tyrs of cAlexandtia, And io it bappened, for 
' that Saint Peter was the Taft Biſtop that died 
| there in the perſecntion of the Pagans. But 
, hauing ended his praicr, with great conſtancy 
| and joy he offered his neck to the ſword: and 
; fo great was the reſpeR and reverence hich 
the ſoldiers bore him , that they hardly found 
one amongſt them that had the boldnes and 
cruelty to do the execution , who for five 
crowns cut off his head vpon the ſix andtwens 
tith of Nouember, at break of day : he having 
been Biſhop twelue years, three of whihthe 
Church had peace , and the other nine it wat 
afflited in the perſecution of Diocletian, But 
behold 4 range thing, his head being cutolh, 
and falling vpon the ground, his holy body 


—— 


| remained ypon the knees as it was, vpright, 


firm, and without falling down ; and othe 
Chriſtians found hit : who with many teat, 
and fighstock him , and hawing clothed him 
in the veſtments of 4 Pricſt, juſt as if be had 
been aliuc, they firſt ſeated him in the chair 
of Saint Mark : and afterwards with palms,n 
ſign of vitory, and with lighted tapers 1 
' their hands , and with moſt tweet perfumes, 


{wnging bymns, they carried him to 4 burying 


place, which the Saint himſclthad built, There 
with grcat pomp and honor they cntcrre 
bim : and our Lord wroughtgreat miraclesin 
that place , and did many tauors wthoſle = 
| recom: 


_- 


—_— — — — 


about the priſon to defend him fearing awe »11 x 
| - 


1] 


ſhed ot them , was as-it were ſeed, which ren- 


and paintall Martyrdom , condemning them 


- that which was neceflary for the publike 
, buildings, And although that noble men, 
'and foldfers ,: according to the laws , could 
not be condemned to ſuch low and baſc 
offices, yer notwithſtanding for the greater 
-Contempt , and ignominy of Chriſtian Re- 
' ligion , without having reſpe& to nobility, 
- dignity, or any degtee whatlocuer, they cons 
'demned all the Chriſtians witbout any giſtin* 
-Rion,to labor in thele publick works, making 


' Baths, which Maximian built in the honor of 


Saint Peter of Alexandria, Bizhop,and Martyr. 


6 | recommended themſelues vnto hiaj. One par- 
Now 2* 


ticular thing is recounted concerning this 


* Bi _ glorious Biſhop,and Martyr otour Lord, that | 


when he was preſent at the divin office in his 
Church, he would nor fit in the Epiſcopal 
chair , but in 4 litle one that was beneath it: 
becauſe he judged himſelf vnworthy to fit, 
where ſomany Saints his predeceflors had ſat: 
and it ſeemed to him, that there came out of 
that ſeat ſo great a ſplendor, that it Rruck 
him with a ſacred horror. And for this cauſe 
the people put him when he was dead in the 
chair bf Saint Mark ; in which out of hu- 
mility ht. would not fit whilſt be was aliuc. 
The Martyrdom of Saint Peter of Alexandria 
was in the year three htindred and ten, Maxis» 
minus taigning in the Eaſt. Ot this Saint do 
make tnention the Council of Epheſus , and 
the ſeuenth Ceneral Synod , Saint Gregory 
Nazianzen , Euſcbius , Nicephorus Calixtus, 
the Tripartite Hiſtory ,Bede, Vſuard, and Ado: 
and the Roman Martyrologe , and Cardinal 
Baroniusin the third tome of his Annals. 
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and Saint Siſfinmius , Martyr, A 


"x HE Erhperors Dioclctian, and 
o Maximian ſcing that they 

> could not by torments., and 
BY: deaths cxtirpate the Chriſtians, 
& and that the blood which they 


dred a bundred for one : they. found out ano- 
ther way to affli the Chriſtians by 4 long , 


to digg , and carry ftone and ſand , and all 


Ve of them as of flaues; Amongſt thoſe who 
were condemned in. Rome to labor in the 


the Emperor Diocletian (for baving made him 


years , and litle ſtrength, being not able to 
carry the heauy burden, which- the -oucr- 
leers of that ſumptuous edifice. laid ypon 
him ) was helped by the other Chriſtians, and. 
particularly by Sifinnius Deacon ; who with 
great charity and feruor of ſpirit, over and 
aboue his own burden took that of Saint Sa- 
| turninus, and carryed both the one; and the 
other vpon his ſhoulders, with great courage 
and joy , lioging Pſalms and Hymns to our 
Lord. The officers of the Emperot were afto- 
Niſhed at the charity of Sifinfivs , and at the 
content which he ſhewed in that paiotull 
labor : They acquainted & certain Tribun 
with it, called Spurius, and he communicated 


nranded Satutninus , and Sifinnius to be 
brought before him : and after that he bad jn 
vain by ptomiſles, and threats endcauored to 
bring them to Sacrifice to his Gods, he delt- 
ueted them vp toa PrefeR called Lauditivs, ' 
that cither they ſhould Sacrifice to the Gods, 
or cls be put to death. The PreteR caſt them 
into priſon, where they remained fome daics, 
' and converted to the faith of Chriſt many 
Pagans that came to them, Two and thirty 


daics aſter the Prefet commanded them to be 
brought before him , loaded with chains, and 
baretooted ; and finding them conſtant and 
teſolued xtber to dy 4 thouſand deaths , then 
to deny Ieſus Chriſt , he caoſed an 1dol to be 
brought for them to adore, and putting it be- 
fore them , S. Saturninus lifted vp.his voices. 
and ſaid > Owr Lord conifound the Gods of the 
Gentils. At this voice the 1dol fell tothe 
ground broken in perces, and two ſojdigrs 
called Papias and Maurus, began to- cry oat, 
ſaying , that Ieſus Chriſt , whom Saturninus, 
and Sifinnius adored , was the true God. The 
Prefe& commanded the two Saints to be. put 
ypon the rack equuleus andlifted yp on high, 
to be ſcourged with moſt crucl whips, and 
their bodies to be torn with ſcorpions: and 
they with greatjoy and gladnes ſung : Glory be 
tothee 3} Lord Teſus Chriſt becauſe thou baſt made 
ws partakers of the ſufferings of thy ſeruantt. 
When the two- Soldiers, Papias , and Maurus, 
who where conucited when the Jdol tell to 
the ground , ſaw this, deſirous of the crown 
of Martyrdom , and filled with 4 holy igdig- 
nation againſt the: executioners ,, ihey ſaid 
vnto them witha lewd voice ; Is it poſhble 
that the deuil ſhould hane ſo great power ouer” 
you , as to make you 1o cruel againſt theſe 
ſcruants of Gud ? which the Prefect Lauditius 
hearing , enraged againſt them, he comman= 
ded many blows.to be giuen them vpon their 
| mouths with ones, and that they ſhould be 
carricd to priſon , and afterwards they were 
| Martyrcd. He commanded burnipg torchesto 
be brought , and to be applicd tothe fides.of 


bis collegue in the Empire) was one Saturni® 
nus,a holy old man:who(by reaſon of hismany 
Tom. 2, 


Saturniaus , and Siftanius : and ſeing that.all 
Yyyy) this 


902 


— Cc 
29. 
Noven- 
BER, 


it with 'the Emperor Maximian : Who. com» * 


20} 


this would not ſuffice, but that they remained | 


——= in that tormetit with much peace, and joy, 


of 
Noven- 
DER 


s 


praiſing our Lord, he commanded them to be 
beheaded two imiles from Rome, in the way 
Numentana. A rich , powerfull , and very 
deuout man , called Traſſus ( who ſpent his 
means in ſuſtaining , and ſuccouring thoſe 
Chriſtians that laboured in thoſe Bathes)took 
their bodies ;and buricd them in his own in- 
heritance , vpon the nine and twentith day 
of the month of November, and vpon the fame 
day the Catholick Church makescommemo.- 
ration of Saint Saturninus. The Martyrdom 
oftheſe two Saints was in the year three bun- 
dred and three, in the raign of Diocletian,and 


Maximian , five ycars after the beginning of | 
the Niately building of the Bathes, Of them | 


do make mention the Martyrologes , the Ro- 
man , thoſe of Bede , Vſuard, and Ado , and 
the As of Saint Marcellinus, or S. Marcellus 
Pope, and Cardinal Baronius in bis Annota- 
tions ypon the Roman Martyrologe , and in 
the ſecond tome of his Annals. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT A®DR Ex, 
Apoſtle. 


Aint Andrew Apoſtle, andelder 
# biother to Saint Pctcr, was born 
{| at Bethſaida , in the prouince of 
Galily. -He was the firſt of all 
| the Apoſtles , that kacw and 
conuerſed with our Saviour Ictus Chriſt. For 
he being a diſciple of the great Baptiſt ( which 
is no ſmall frgn of his good inclinations, and 
picty ) one day Saint Iohn ſaid vnto him ſcing 
our Lord : Bebold the lambof Gog: and imme» 
diately Saint Andrew with another his fellows 
di(ciple , followed Chiitt ; who turning his 
divia face towards them , and ſcing that they 
tollowecd him, asked them, what they ſought? 
They anſwered him,thatthey deſired toknow 
where he dwelt. He took them along with 
him : kept them a day in his company , they 
diſcourſcd, and ſpoke with him at large , and 
vaderſtood that he was the truc Meſſias.Saint 
Andrew acquaintcd his brother Peter with 


the good which he had found, and carried 


him along with him to Chriſt, and our Lord 
ſeing him , ſaid voto him: Thos art Simon the 
ſon of Fona , thou shals be called Cepbas, Þhich 
2s interpreted Peter, This is the firſt know- 
ledge that Saint Andrew had of Chriſt, and 
this is the fixft good work , which we read 


Saint Saturninus , and Sifinniws Martyrs, 


that he did aſter that knowledge , communis | 


cating to his brother the good which he had 
diſcoucred , and carrying him to our Lord to 
the end that he might alſo know him. a; 
this,the two brothers being a fiſhing, andeg. 
ſting their nets into the ſca of Galilee ( for 
that they lived by this employment ) Chrig 


10, 
ter Nony, 


BER 


paſſed by , and bad thew follow him, for he © 


would make them fiſhers of men: and the 


leauing their ncts, and their &ſhing followed 


him , and accompanied hias , and he made 
them his Apoſtles. When our Lord being in 


' the mountain, would work the miracle ofthe 


five loaucs, and the two fiſhes, with which 
be fed five thouſand men : after thatS.Philip 
beiog asked by the ſame our Lord ; where they 
might buy bread for ſogreata multitudezhad 
anſwereda word of viffidence, and litle faith: 
Saint Andrew faid, that there waz boy with 
five batly loaucs , and two filbes : although 
alſo he ſhewed his weaknes , adding : But 
what is this for ſo many people ? Another 
time Certain Gentils came with 2 deſire toſee 
our Sauiour, They ſpoke to Saint Philip, and 
intreated him to ſhew them him. Saint Philip 
communicated the matter with Saint Andrew 
and they both acquainted our Saviour that 
there were people that deſired to fee him: 
which is 4 fign of the particular familiarity, 
that Saint Andrew had with our Lord, And 
this is that which we find written inthe Holy 


Ghoſpel concerning Saint Andrey : and that 


he was choſen to be one of the tweluc A 
ſles , and- Saint Luke names him in the 
placeſter Saint Peter, And in his book of 
the Acs of the Apoſtles , he reckons him as 
mongſt the 6ther Apoſtles, who in the cham- 
ber . of the laſt ſupper continued in praier 


exſpcRing the coming ofthe Holy Ghoſt. The 


reſt of his life , preaching and Martyrdow,we 
muſt gather out of grauc , and = Authors; 
and eſpecially out of that which the Prieſts, 
and Deacons of the Church of Achaia (as 
cyc-witneſſes ) haue written concerning his 
glorious death, to all the Chutches of Chit 
{tendom ; for that it is certain, and we can 
not reaſonably doubt of it. 

After that the holy Apoſtles were endowed 
withthe Holy Ghoſt , and had recciuedlight, 
loue , and courage, from hcaucn , toconquer 
the world , and to ſubjeR it to the Ghoſpel 
of ourLotd , and had preached for ſome yeu's 
in Iudca, they diſperſed themlelues into all 
the Provinces of the world , cach one 1nt0 
that which was allotted him by God. To » 
Andrew fell the prouince of Scythia, as Orv 
gen ſaies; and Sophronius adds, that he @ 
not only preach to the Scythians, but allot 
the Sogdians , Sacians , and Ethioptans: aÞ 
Dorotheus , and Saing Ifidore ſay the ſamc- 
The Roman Martyrologe faics that he pre 
ched in Thracia , and in Scythia.; and Nice- 


phorus faics the ſame., and that he illuminated 
with 


nw— 


30; 


with the light of the Goſpel Cappadocia,Ga- 
Jatia, and Bithynia ynto the Euxin fea. And 


Nony, Yori Saint Gregory Nazianzen faics, that he ex6+ 
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curred into Epirus , which 3s now called Alba- 
nia ;and S. loba Chiyloſiom, that he preachd 
to the Grecians, This 1s that which we find 


preaching of Saint Andrew :and there 1s no 
doubt ; but that it: was accompanied with 
wany , and great miracles , andthat he Cone 
verted many people to the faith of Chiiſt our 
Szuiour, illuminating with the light of beaucn 
thoſe that were in darkacs and the ſhadow of 


' death» Abdias of Babylon, and other authors 


write many miracles in particular , which our 
Lord wrought by the holy Apoſtle : of which 

will only recount here ſome, which ſeem 
to me to be of edification, S, Andrew being 
at Corinth, an old man called Nicholas,came 
to him, and told hiw, that for thieeſcore and 
fourteen years he had liucdin impuritics , let» 


 tiog loaſe the reinsto his inordinate appetites, 


and giving himſelf vp to all kind of filthines: 
and that entring 4 litle before into A publick 
houſe to offend God, and carrying with bum 
the Golpel ; 4 wicked woman ot that place, 
with whom he deſired to fin, ina great fright 
thruſt bia from her ; and beſought bim. aot 
to touch her , nor to come pecr the place 
Where ſhe was, for ſhe ſaw in him wondertull, 
and myſterious things. After this he intreated 
$. Andicy , that be would giue hima remedy 
2gainſt that his ſo great weaknes, and inue- 


| terate cuſtom of finning, The Saint ſet bumſelf 


to pray , and faſted fiue daics, beſeeching our 
.Lord that he would pardon that miſerable 
old man , and grant him the gitt of chaſtity. 
At the end of the five daics , the holy Apoſtle 
perſeucring in praier , be heard4 voyce from 


- heauen which ſaid voto him : 7 grant thee that 


tbich thow atkeſt me for tbe ola man ; but my 


. vill is, that as thou haſt foſtea for bim;; ſo be 


faſt , and aff bimſelf for himſelf , if he defare 


to be ſaued. The holy Apoſtle commanded Ni- 


cholas to fait ,and all the Chriſtians topray , 


and to begg mercy of our Lord for him.God 
ſo heard them , that Nicholas returned home 
to his houſe, and gaue all that he bad to the 
poor, and maccratcd his fleſh with great rigor, 
and for the ſpace of fix months he cat nothing 
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in holy, ard grave authors concerning the | 


—_ 


but dry bread , and drunk only 4 litle cold | 


watcr, And haulogaccowpliſhed this pennance 
he departed wut of this lite, and God reucaled 
td Saint Andrew ( who at that time was ab- 
ſent ) that he-was {aued, To the end that we 
might ynderſtand that we ought not to deipair 
of the ſalvation of any frnner , bBy great 
ſocuer he way be , if he truly turn to God; 
and that the praiers of the Saints arc very 
efficacious to obtain pardon of our Lotd, bur 
that it is neceſſary, that they may profit vs , 


| 


that they praying , we pray allo, and they | 


” EF 


yong man called Softratus, anddeclared.yato 
him, how that his mother had ſolicited, him 
to commit 2 preat wickednes , and that he 


| would by no mcans conſent to her, and that 


his mother was fo enraged hereat , that ſhe 
had accuſed him before the Proconſul and that 
he was reſolucd not to ſpeak 4 word in bis 
own defence , that he might not diſcover 
the wickednes of his mather, and to ſuffer 
any torment rather ,theadefame her : and he 
belought, the holy Apoſtle , that he:would 
vyouchlafe to pray to God for him todeliver 
him out.of the hands of the Proconſul.,and 
not perwit.hias to ſufter, and dy , ſcing that: 
he was not in fault. The holy Apoſtlc prayed 
tor the yong man, and the good fon vponthe 
accuſation of his bad mcther was condemned 
to be ſowed. yp in 4fack ,and Saint Andrew 
wastaken, and caſt into priſon,tor defending 
of him, The boly Apoſile fel] to his praicrs, 
and ſuddenly the carth begaa to tremble, and 
the heaven to thunder , and lighten, andthe 
Proconlal tell out of hischair, and the people 
affrighted, and amazcd proſtrated themſclucs 
vpon the ground, and the vabappy mother 
who bad ſolicited her ſon to wickednes, and 
accuſcd and perſecuted him, becauſe he wopld 
not offkcnd God, was ſtruck dead : and the 
.innocency of the yong man was known, and 
the efficacy of Saint Andrews praicts: and that 
God our Lord, althoughſomecimes he permit 
his ſeruants to ſuffer , yet 1athe end he ſtands 
for them. Saint Andrew making his praicr a» 
gain, our Lord allayedthe tempeſt, and raiſed 
thoſe that were fala , and gaue courage to tho 
diſmayed , and vpon this occafion, many were 
conuerted , and embraced the faith of lefus 
Chriſt. Another time , they ſay, that in the 
city of Philippi , in Maccdonia there wete 
two brothers , noble , and rich : the one of 
which had twoſons andthe other two daogh- 
ters: they agreed between themſelues, th 

the twoſons (bould marry the two daughters, 
who were firſt colens , that the riches , and 
memory of their tamily might better be cone 
ſerucd. But when they were now ready to ce- 


| lebratc the eſpouſals, the parcats were aducr- 


tiſed by God, that they ſhould not marty theig 


| children vatill his ſecuaat Andiew came ; for 


he would tell them what they were to do. 
Three daics after the holy Apoſtle came, and 
was recciucd by them with great joy and re 
rejoycimng;& ily ſaw ſuch 4 iplendor to come 
from his face , that it ſeemed to be 4 ſun of 4 
marvellous brightnes. They told him: what 
they had refolucd to do with their children, 
and that they had deferred their marriagesfeaft 


' tocxſpet him ;for that God had ſo comman- 


ded thean, He anſwered them , that ſuch mar- 


and praiers will be fruitfull ynto vs, They.fay *—* 
| alto that there came to the boly Apoſtle / 


Tiagcs 
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riages ought not to be, for that the patties | Saint Ardrew anſwered :7 ſacrifice every doy = 
30, that were to marry were ſo neer allied : that | #0 the ozly , 6annipotent , and true God, uot the 1% 
Novsu- they ſhould do pennance for what they bad | /moke of zncens , nor the flecb of bulls, nor the Novay 
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2x8, thought to have don, not that he did blame 


warrcizpge, which was ifſtituted by God, but 
the deforinitysthat are committed in it. This: 
ferued for the inſtruftion of all, and thoſe 
fiſt cofens did not marry , following the ad- 
vice of the holy ApoRtle: which;is conforma- 
ble to' that which-Saint Gregory ſais , that 
althovgh aRowan'law did perwit firſt Coſens 
to warty together ; yet experience tavght that 
children were not born of ſuch-marrnages. 1 
orvit the other witacles which art recounted 
in that life which Abdias wrote, as well be- 


 cavſe they are not ſocertain, avd authentical, 


as becauſe they ate common, and Ordinary. 
Fheſe I have thought fit to relate , becauſe 
they contain infiruion , abd dotrin, Let vs 
now ſce whar happened betwixt the holy 
Apofile and Egeas the Proconſul of Achaia, 
and how he was wartyred ; ſumming vp in 
brief what 'is wore largely rclated by the 
Prieſis and Deaconsof the Church of Achaia, 
who writ (as we hanc faid) the hiſtory of his 
Mattyrdow. After that the glorious Apotile 
Þad cnlighteted the” other Provinces and 
-countteys we haue ſpoken ofaboue , by prea- 
ching the doArin of heaven , he came to Pa- 
*tras ,4 city of the province of Achaia ; and 


" "there began to ſcatter abroad the raies ofthe 


*Goſpe], andto'diaw the ſouls of tvany Pagans 


* Þ:d heard bi: , He ſaid vntothe holy Apoſtle: 


out of the ſlauety ofSathan. This came to the 
knowledge ofthe Proconſul Egeas,' whocn- 
Weauored by diucts arts, toxments, anddeaths 
"to perſwade. the Chriſtians ( who were now 
many) to adore his fals Gods. 'Saint Andrew 
wetit vnto him ,and ſpake to' him thus : Ft 
Were all rebſon, 8 Bgeas, that thou Who art 4 
judge of men shouldef# know thy Tadge, Whois 
in beaten , atid knowing bim , sboulaeſt honor 
bim for triue God, as be is , and ceaſe ro honor 
thoje that are not Gods. Egeas faid ynto him: 
«41t thow «Andrew ,be Who defirozes the Tem- 
ples of the Gods , and perſirades men to 1e- 
ceive that ſuperſittiont ſet? , which the Roman 
"Princes c717and to be banbed ont of their 
Fmpire? then the boly Apoſtle began tode= 


"Clare to the Proconſul the ineffable myſtery 


ot cor Redemption , and the immens charity 
with which Ieſus Chriſt bad clothed himſelt 
with our montal fieſb,and of his own free will 


haddyed vpon & croſs for our fins, cxtolling , 


and wagritying the ſoucrain greatncs of the 
{me Croſs, and explicating the congruity 


' of that hidden myRery, and covered fromthe 


eyes of tHe blind Pagans, Aftcr that Egeas 


Recownt theje itings to thoſe that Will beliene 
them : om av thou Lehene me , that of thog Wilt 
not ſactifice te the Gods , I Yill command thee 


' #0 be put vpn the Croſs which thou [o praifeſt. 


Hooll of goats , tut the immaculate lamb bo 
being receiuel by the fatlfull , anll bis tua 
drunken , remains ds entire as before. The end 
of this diſcours was, that Egeas cotnmanded 
Saint Andrew to be putinprifon , and the 
people began to taiſe 3 tbmvult , and would 
bauc laid bands vpon the Proconſyl , if the 
Saint himſelf had not bindered them : exhor. 
ting them out of the priſon, that they would 
not 1ebell againſt the tyrant, but inutate the 
patichce and mecknes of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
bad ſent him that they might bave owcafion 
of meriting : and that they ovght rather to 
'entertain him courteouſly, and to honor him, 
ſcing that they were toreccive 4 litle evil;and 
much good from him t and jntreated them, 
that they would by no means binder his Mare 
tyrdom ; for that the torments would paſs 
preſently , but the reward of them would laft 
for ever. Another day Egeas commanded him 
to be brought into is preſence : and being 
cotne before him he ſaid voto him: F preſume 
thou baſ} better cor: ſidered With thy ſelf andthit 
thou Wilt gine ouer tbe folly thow baſt been in, 
that thow mayſt enjuy the ſweetnes of life ani 
ddiweer thy Jelf from & bitter , and ſad deat; 
WYbich 1 will gize thee , if thok fliil prifill to 
bold Chriſt for God. Here the Apottle anſwered; 
He that does not beliewe its Chriſh, can neithit 
baze contentment , nor life; as I have alwaitt 
preached in this Prowince. «And even for this 
reaſon ( ſaid Egeas ) 7 will force thee to ſactifiie 
' to the Gods , to the end that all the people, who 
- baze been deceined by thee, may leage thevanity 
of thy defrin; and return to acknowledge theyr 
ancient Gods. For 1 ſee that there is not 4 city 
in eAchaia ,Wwhete their Temples are not betome 
deſert through thy fals preacbing : and ſeing thit 
thou baſt deceived them ,it is fitting that tho 
howldeſt wndeceine them : and if thou iveſ 
otheryvi/e , prepare thyſelf to ſuffer great tot» 
ments , and at laſt death vpn & Croſs, Tothis 
S. Andrew anſwered, and ſaid : Son of death, 
and dry wood ready for the fire, bear me.Hithet» 
to Thane ſpoken gently wnto thee, thinking, that 
as & man of reaſon thou wouldeſt bane takes 
profit ly it , leaning the vain adoration of thy 
Gods : but ſeing that tho art ſo hardened aud 
obſtinate ,T tell thee, that thow mw# not think 
to mone me Yith thy threats andtenors. Lobere 
1 am , do What thou Wilt With ane : the greater 
the torments are which thow halt inflit7 wpon 
me , the greater shall there are be which Jeſus 
Cbriſt hall giue me for bawing /offered then 


| for bis lowe , and the greater ball the bell be, 


Thich is prepared for thee. Egeas enraged at 
this coma-anded him to be fiript, and to bc 
ſcourged by ſeven men, who were changed 


chree times, The blowes which they diſchar 
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ve% blood. Finaily Egeas (cing his conſtancy,coms» 


11.0 


| that thty sbould crucify kim ? Byt the holy 
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. andjull of gall, that it can not be made ſweet 


ged ypon him wereſo many , that all the fleſh 
cf the Saint was bared , and powrrd foith 


manded him to be put vpon 4 c1ols, andnor 
to be vailed, but to betyed to it with cords, 
that bis Martyrdom might be the longer. When 
they carried him to bis Martyrdom,the people 
flocked about bim, crying out, and faying : 
What has this juſi man, and friendof God don, 


Apoſtle inticated them that they would not 
hinder that his fo ercat guod, And glad and 
xejozcing to (ce tie crols on which he was 
to dy , and inflamed with the loue of his ma» 
fler , avd dclirous to imitate him, being yet 
a farr off , be railed bis voice, and with great 
tcruor of ſpirit , ſaid : F adore thee, © prerious 
croſs , that Yeaſt conſecrated ly the budy of my 
Lord, and anornid With bis members , as With 
pretious gemms : before that leſus Chrif Was 
put wpon thee , thou dinft terrify men , but nov 
thou rejoyceſt them , and makeſ} them glad. J 
come to tbee glad, and rejoycing, recetue me into 
thy arms With j0y , and gladnes.0 good Croſs. ju 
beantified ly the —_ of Chiiſt , it is long 
that 1 haze defired thee : ith ſolicitude and a;- 
ligence } hawe ſought for thee, now that | baue 
found thee, recetue me into thy arms, andtaking 
ye from among} men , preſent me to my maſter, 
that be may recejue me by thee, Who by thee re- 
redeemed me. The countenance of the holy «As+ 
poþile did mot change ( laies Saint Bernard ) 
a: human jr ailty is ont to do , When heſav the 
eroſi . nor did bis Blood freeſe in bis weyns , nor 
atd. bis hair ſtand on end” , tor nid be leſe his 

voce”, nor did bis body tremble , nor was his ſoul 
troubled , nor did his judgement fail bim , but 

the fire of charity which burnt im his breaſt, caſt 

forth flames by bis month. How great Yar that 

ſveetnes Which Saint «Andrew felt Fhen be ſaw 

the croſs, ſeing that it ſtveetened the bitternes of 
death jt elf ? What thing can be ſo wnſauory, 


kth that /Weernes which ſveetened death? Saint 
Andreo as 4 man like unto vs , and paſſible: 
But ſo great was bis thirſt after the croſs , and 
vith 4 joy neuer beard of was be /o regoyced , 
and as it vere out of bimſelf ,that he broke forth 
into thoſe Jo ſveet words , and jo full of loue, 
His tongue vas not 4 tongue of fitsb , but & fire 
which caſt forth flames : andif it Was & tongne, 
it was d tongue of fire , and bir words were 
cal; burning With that fire , which Chriſt had 
kindled in bis bones, But it is no Yonder that 
our Lord vbo made the fire (weet to Saint Lans« 
rence, chould make the.croſs ſweet to 5. Andrev. 
Hitherto $. Bernard. The holy Apoſtle being 
now come vnto the Croſs, himſelf pulled off 
dis clothes, and gaue them to the cxecutio- | 
ders : who lifted him vp ,and tyed him to the 
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thouſand people lamenting to ſee the holy 


forted them, and animated them to ſufter like 
torments tur Chriſt. He remained alive two 


very ill and cryed out , and ſaid: There was 
no reaſon that 4 man ſo holy , ſo mercifull, ſo mo- 
deft , of ſo good manners , and Who taught ſogoud 
dofrin 1hould ſuffer death. Egeas vaderitan- 
ding that the people were ioncenſed againſt 
him, to prevent 4 tumult, and the dammage 
which he a:ight tear, he refolued to take the 
holy. Apoſtle down from the Crols:and going 
bicmſelt in perſon , and commanding the exe» 
cutioners to take him down,and they going as 
bout 1O do it, were nct able to come neer 
the body of the glorious Apoſtle: and (tretche 
ing forth their arms to vnty him , they bes 
came ſtupid and fainted, & loſttheir ſtrength, 
and vigor: becauſe the Saint raifing his voice 
ſaid: My Lord Teſus Chriſt, F beſeech thee, that 
thou Wouldeſt not permit this thy ſerwant ,who 
jor rhy loue is faſtened to this croſs to be taken 
off from it : nor that be Who by the croſs bas 


and mijerable man as is Egeas. But tbo , my 
Lord and Maſter , whom f baue loued, and 
known, and at preſent confeſs , and deſire to ſee, 


ſpirit in peace: for it is nov time that I goto 
thee , ſeing that 1 baue ſo long deſired thee. He 
hauipg (aid this ,a great ſplendor carve down 
from heauen ,like lightening , and engiconed 
the body of the Apoſtle, couctiog it from the 
cycs of thoſe that were there, which could 
not endure ſo ynaccuſtomed a clarity ; which 
laſted about half an hour, and at the time that 
it vagiſhed, the boly Apoſtle gaue yp his ſoul 
to our Lord, ypon the thirtith day of Nouem« 
ber, in the year ot Chriſt lixty two in the 
raign of Nero, 

A boly woman ;rich ,and of great quality; 
called Maximilla , took his body, and buricd 
it in 3 ſepulcher, anointing it with pretious 
oyntments. Egeas kaew of it, but dared not 
to puniſh her , becauſe ſhe was a powerfull 
woman , and he ſaw the people was irritated 
by the death of the holy Apoſtle ; but as he 
was treating about the ſending of an accuſa- 
tion to the Emperor againſt Maximilla , and 
was in publick confiſtory making intormation 
about the caſe , the devil in the fight of all 
took poſſeſſion of him and doletully (chriking, 
and crying out , he exſpired, and by his vn- 
fortunate death was'the occaſion that many 
were conuerted to the faith of our Lord. Saint 
Gregory of Tours ſaics, that on the day of his 
Martyrdom was wont to flow out of the Sc- 
pulcher of Saiat Andrew 4 kind of Manna, 
or moſt ſweet oyl, ſome years in agreater, and 
other years ina lefler quantity; Mthat when 


Croſs ſo as they had been commanded, There | 
tound about the croſs neex twenty | 
.. + TOM. 26 | 


che quantity which came forth. of it was litle, 
L2H it 


knovn thy greatnes , be buried by 4 corrupiidle . 


and in whom I am all that I am , recetue my . 


go6 


Apoſtle , and reuerencing of him : & he come —— 
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daies vpon the croſs : and the people took it ** 
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it ſignified that that year would be a barren 
year, and when it-was great , that it would 


Noven- be 3 fertil and plentitull year. And he adces , 


BER, 


that it ſent forth ſuch 4 rare ,and ſtrange tra» 

rancy ,as if it had been an aromatica] con- 
{gion , and compounded of all the odorife- 
Tous , and ſweet things of the carth ; and that 
many ſick were cured, cither anointing theme 
ſclues with that oy , or drinking of it , and 
that God wrovght great miracles in Achaia, 
through the interceſſion of his glorious Apo- 
le, Afterwards the body of Saint Andrew was 
tranſlated to Conſtantinople : and of this 
Tranſlation the Roman Mattyrologe makes 
mention ypon the ninth of May , joying it 
with the Tranſlation of the body of S. Luke 
the Evangeliſt, which was alſo made out of 
Achaia, and of Saint Timothy, diſciple tothe 
Apoſtle Saint Paul , whoſe body was carried 
from Epheſus , where he died, to Conſtanti- 


nople. About the tiwe in which this T ranſla- | 


tion was wade , apthors do not apree ; for 
that ſome referr it to the time of Conſtantin 
the Great , and others to the time of Con- 
ſantivs his ſon : as Cardinal Baronius has 
obſcruedin his Annotations ypon the Mar 
tyrologe, and in the third tome of his Annals. 
But in whatſoeucr time that it was , Saint 
Hicrom fſaies, that the devils roared before 
his pretious Relicks , and by their howlings 
confeſſed the vertue of his preſence. We know 
not how long this pretious treaſure remained 
in Conſtantinople, but we know that after- 
wards it was tranſlated to the city of Amalfi, 
in the kingdom of Naples , and not far from 
the very city of Naples, where at preſent itis 
rcuercnced, and viſited by the faithfull with 
great deuotion , and concours, Out of his Se- 
pulcher flowes continually a very delicate, 
and {weet liquor ; and ſoucrain for many di- 
ſcales , which are cured by it for the merits 
of the holy Apoſile. The Blefſcd S. Gregory 
Pope , when he went to Conſtantinople as 
the Legate of Pope Pelapius, ſent to the Em- 
peror Tiberius, he obtained of him as a moſt 
rich giſt , an arme of the Apoſtle S. Andrew, 
and an arm ofthe Evangeliſt Saint Luke, and 
carried them to Rome; andin the ſecond year 
of his Popedom dedicated the Church of Saint 
Andrew , where at preſent is keptthe arm ot 
the glorious Apoſile:and the head of the ſame 
Apoſtle is in the Church of S. Peter ; which 
was brought to Rome , Pius the ſecond being 
Pope, who. went forth to receive it about 
two miles out of Rome, and proſtrate ypon 
the ground , and ſhedding many tcars, reye- 
renced it, and praiſed it with a moſt elegant 
oration. Our Loid wrought innumerable mi- 
racles by hisglorious Apoltle, andS. Gregory 
the Great Waxing tod Lady called Ruſticiana 
(who had ſc@t hito an alms tor the Monaſtery 
of SaintaAndrew, which the ſamc holy Poxe 


had built in Rome ) ſpeaks thus vnto her 5 £- 

let you know , that the miracles are Jo many, 

and the care ſo great that the holy «Apo#le ha; Non 
iT: 


of the monks in his «Monaſtery , as if be Yere 
the particular and proper eAbtot of the [ame 
«Monaſtery. And Saint Gregory of Tours re- 
counts many miracles oft S. Andrew, which 
arc to be ſeenin the book which he writ of 
the glory of the Martyrs, L will here only re. 
late one , becaulc it teaches ys the care we 
ought to hauc of the things of the Church, 
and the ſeucrity with which God puniſhcs 


thoſe that violently vſurp the goods that are. 


conſecrated to him. This Saint faies then : 
that a Count called Gomachatius viurpedan 
inheritance of a certain Chutch of S. Andrew 
in the city of Aix in France ; and that the Zi- 
ſhop, who was called Leo ,admoviſhed him 
not todolt , for that he ſtould be grieuoully 
puniſhed by God, who would hear the (ighs 
and fobs of the poor, that were luſtained with 


the rents of that inheritance. The Count was 


an heretick , and made no account of the 
words of the Biſhop. He fell gricuouſly ſick; 
and acknowlcdged that it was in puniſhment 
of his fault, and beſought the Biſhop thathe 
would pray to God for him , promiſing that 
God giuing him bis health, he would reſtore 
the goods to the Church which he had taken 
away from it, The Biſhop praycd , andthe 


. Count recoucred, but he ſcoftedat the Biſhop, 


ſaying , that he had not recovered his health 
by his praicrs, and ſtill retained the inheri- 
tance which belonged to the Church, The 
Bifhop made his recours to God, praying day 
and night with many tears , and beſeeching 
bim that he would tame* that vntuly beaſt; 
and moucd with zeal, and the ſpirit of our 
Lord, he broke all the lamps ofthe Church, 
ſaying: Nolamp ball be lighted in this Chant, 
wntill that God bas taken vengeance of his ent» 
mics, God heard biw, and tent'the Counti 
violent and mortall ſicknes : and the vntos 
tunate man knowing from whence the cuil 
came , ſent to intreat the Biſhop to pray lor 
him , promiſing to zeſtore to the Church its 
inheritance, and to giue it another as goodas 
that. The Biſhop would not do it, notwith« 
ſtanding that the Count intreated him thiee 
times by the Meſſengers which he ſcene voto 
him : and the Count eing this cauſed himſelf 
to be carricd as well as he could vnto the 
Biſhop ; and beſought him , that he would 
have compaſſion ot him , for he would re 
ſtore to the Church twice as much as he 
had taken from it: and in fine he compelled 
bim to inter into the Church : but the Biſhop 
catring into it , the Count expired, and the 


Church of Saint Andrew recovered its means, - 


which the miſcrable man had vſurped. 4» 
mongſt the excellencics of Saint Andrew one 


alſo is., and of great glory to the Saint, the 
Qider 
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Order of the golden fleece , which vnder bis | ders : and the greateſt ; and moſt powerfull 
name , tuition , and prote&10n , Philip-the | Princesof Chriſtendom, eſteemed it an honor 
4 Good , Duke of Burgundy , and Count of | to be ſoldiers of Saint Andrew , and to wear 2" 


Flanders inſtituted, in the year one thouſand Novex- 
four bundred twenty nine,vpon the tenth of 
lanuary.And Afterwards thoſe Eſtates coming 


to be vnited to the crown of the Kingdom of - 


Spain , the Order of the Fleece of Saint An« 
d:cw was cſtecmed amongſt all aulicary Or- 


about their necksthe Enſignes of his renows 
ned Order, Of Saint Andrew do write ,Saint 
Auguſtin , Saint Chryſoſtom ,Peter Damian, 
Saint Bernard , and Cardinal Baronius , who 
cites Sophronius of Hieruſalem afficming that 
Saint Andrew was not marricd. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT BIBIAN A, 
Virgin , and Martyr. 


———" rious Virgin Saint Bi- 

SES. biaoa , was native of 

RY Rome , and very no- 

WYS. ble : the dauzhter of 

WYY9 Flauian and Dafroſa, 

7 ; % who were Chriſtians, 

E—IM Y and Martyrs of leſus 

& & Chriſt. Her Father 

Saint Flavian was 3 Roman knight , and Pre» 
tc of the city of Rome , and excrciſed that 
office with great praiſe 1n the” time of Cons 
Rantin the Great : but the wicked Iulian ha» 
ing obtained the ſupreme power, he gaue 
te gouernments of all the Provinces ſubze& 
to his Empire to idolaters, and the moſt deadly 
enemics of Chriſtian Religion; and ſo Saint 
Flauian was deprived ofthe dignzty of PrefeQt: 


yet for all that he did not keeP' his talent idle 


but employedit with great fuit- in works of 
charity. He relicued the Chriſtians that were 
afflited , and ill vied by the tyrants : viſited 
the needy by day and by night, and prouided 
them food and clothes : he animated the ti- 
morous to ſuffer Martyrdom, and took par- 
ticular care to giue honorable burial to thoſe 
who by ſhedding their blood had born witnes 
to the faith: and complained openly. of the 
injuſtice vſcd againſt theChtiſtians, and ofthe 
crueity of the Gouernors, and of thoſe who 
took the liberty to take away the lines of in- 
nocent men , to the offenſe of the laws of the 
Romans, of the Majeſty of the Emperor, and 
of God the Lord ot Eroperors, This free ſpeas 
king of S. Flauian came to the ears of Apro- 

nian Prefett of the city , and he thinking hims+ 
ſelf ipjured cauſed S. Flauian to be brought 
before bim, and finding him together with all 
is family to be Chriſtian , he commanded 
bim', without having the leaſt regard to his 
nobility ,to be ſtipgmatized or branded in the 

tace with red-hot irons (which was a puniſh- 

ment only vicd to flaucs and perſons of 4 


v HE Bleſſed and plo- | 


baſe condition) and confiſcating all his riches 
he ſenthim into baniſhment threeſcore miles 
out of Rome to the Taurine Waters. But the 
ſaid ignominious torment was inflied ypon 
Saint Flauian with ſo much cruelty by the.cxe- 
cutioners, that in the third day of his baniſh. 
ment , whilſt that in praier he was giving 
thanks to leſus Chriſt for havipg been ligned 
for his ſeruant by thoſe marks of his face , ke 
went to take poſſeſſion of the kingdom of 
heauen. Datfroſa, and her daughters Demetria 
and Bibiana , were much confirmed in the 
faith of Chriſt , by the example of. Flavian, 
and although hearing the news of his death 
they were muchafflifted, and accompanied it 
with many tears, yet conſidering that by Mar- 
ty:dom was opened vnto him the gate of hea- 
ven, they tempercd the bitternes of theirjuſt 
gticf with the aſſurance of the glory that his 
bleſſed ſoul enjoyed. Only Apronian with the 
heart of a'Tyger rezojccd at the death of $, 
Flauvian and perſwaded himſelf that he ſhould 
be able forthwith to make Dafroſa , and her 
daughters tocondeſcend to worſhip the Gods 
of the Romans : and by having ſpoiledthem 
of all the goods of their father , he held for 
certain that he ſhould neceſſitate them to 
change their mind and Religion. But the holy 
women fecling themſclues+afed of the weight 
of carthly riches, and by bow much they law 
themſelues depriued of all human help, by 
ſo much the more conkiding in God rejoyced 
that they had no other refuge but the wings 
of his prouidence. Apronian then commans 
ded them to be called vnto him , and with 
many reaſons endeauoted to perſwade them 
to Sacrifice to the Gods , but they ypon the 
encounter freely deteſting ſuch a wickednes , 
he reſolued to make them be impriſoned 
within their own houſe, bauing firſt taken 
away from them all ſorte of mcat , and drivk, 
and by an edi& prohibited any to be brought 


vato them, to the end that by the want _ 
(9 
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Saint Bibiana, Virgin, and Martyr. 


of they might miſerably end their life , or els 
% overcome by the torment of hunger , and 
P” thirſt, they might reſolue to do what be re- 
ired of them, But the deſign of Apromian 


had not effec , tor God mirachlouſly nouri« 
ſhing of them , they were ſuſtained in health, 
and cheertull for the ſpace of twelue daies. 
The Prete& himſelf, and all'the city were- 
aſtoniſhed hereat,and Apronian held for cer- 
tain that fome body ſecretly brought them 
ſowe meat , and other Pagans atttibuted the 
miracle to the work ofthe devil, or to art 
Magick. But the Prefe& ſeing he could not 
overcome thew this way , he reſolued to et 
nthem by their Kinſman Favſtus, giving 
ta ſtri& charge to vie his ytmoſt endeauor 
toinduce Dafroſa and her daughters to offer 
incenſe to the Gods, Fauſtus went preſently 
to the houſe of Dafroſa; and asked for Deme- 
ttia and Bibiana , who called by their mother” 
came vnto him + but he was amazed to ſee 
thew with ſuch ficſh countenances as ifthey 
had been alwaies ſed amidit- delicacies and 
ſaſtings, and cotfefied that he had never ſeen 
theta in ſo goed health. I believe ( ſaid he ) 
that you krow very well that by the fayor of 
our immoital Gods you have bren kept alive 
vnti'] this preſent, within theſe walls , which 
ought to haue been your priſon, and graue 
and that this fauor has been done you by them 
to pluc you the commodity ofcoming to theit 
yorſhip. Then Daufroſa , who was infinitely 
difptealed that only Fauſtus of their blood 
ſhould be 1nuolucd in the darknes of 1dola- 


| 


try replied. You are wuch miſtaken, 8 Fauſtus, 
it you perſwade yourſelf that the Idols , who 
have neither ſenſe nor life, can giue. them 
vnto others. Every one knows that they are 
the works ofmens hands : and therefore , if it 
tould be done without the offence of the Ma» 
jcfty ofthe true God, it would bea leſserror to 
worſhip the workmen, who ofbraſs,and mars 
ble knew bow artificially to make the images 
ofyour Gods, Temples, Pricfts, and Sacrifices 
vere attributed vitto them for no other end 
then to keep vndet command the furious 
people of Rome with the bridle of Religion : 
nor was there cuer any wiſe man amongſt 
the Romans, who has not looked vpon asa 
great folly the infinite multitude of the Gods, 
who were mortal men ,and which is worſe, 
murderers, atid adultercrs, and dehiled with 
all fottes of vices, T he God whom we adore 
is the creator of heaucn , and earth , who 
with ſupreme wiledom , and providence go- 
berns the vnivers: and'if he hate care even 
ofthe litle birds ; and other animals who with 
death endall their being , much more does he | 
tke care of creatutes endowed with reaſon, 

and made according to bis own likenes.Fion 

bim we acknowledge that we hauc recciued 

the benefit of life , and not from <old ,and | 

1 Tom, 5 


dumb marble-ſtones : who fometimes by gi- 


d ſhew of having ſome ſenſe in them, but the 
voices weie formed by the devils dwelling in 


them, and by the Apoſtate-Angels of our God: 
who when he vouchſafed to ſend Ieſus Chit 


his only ſon totake human fleſh, and to clothe - 


hbimſclf with our nature, inſtantly he made 
thetn to hold theit peace; ad they were com< 
pelled to conteſs the cauſe of their filence; 


"This caſe happened to our Emperor Augu- 


tus , who having ſacrificed 4 hundred bulls 
to Apollo, at length with much labor cxtor- 
ted from the Idol this laſt anſwet:'Tis the will 
of an Hebrew Infant Yho is the moſt high God, 
that I leaxe this [eat and return to the center; 
Wherefore from benceforward eaery one ball 
depart from our «Altars Without an anſwer. la 


fine Saint Dafroſa ſo viged bum witb ſtrong - 


arguments and reaſons tor the truth of the 
Chriſtian faith, that ſhedding abundance of 
tears he caſt himſelf » her feet, and moſt car- 
neſjly begged Baptiſm : and accoidingly 4 
holy Sr, od Jobo a Pricſt atter hs 
ſirufed him , baptized him. Shortly aftcr as 
he was giuing an account to Apronian of 
what had paſt betwixt him and Dafroſa, and 
of his conucrhvn to the Chriſtian Rehgion, 
falling vpon his knces ; and liſting vp his 
Hands , and eycs to heagen, be deuoutly rene 
dered vp his ſoul vnto his Creator, Apronian 
Rill more incenſed againſt Dafroſa for that 
ſhe bad converted Fauſtus to the Chriſtian 
faith, he cauſed her to be brought before him, 
and vſed all art to draw herto Gentlifm; bur 


' ſing that he -was notable to take the nawe, 
| of leſus Chtiſt out of her mouth but by cut-, 
ting off of her head, he eauſcd her to be killed. 


The death- of Dafroſa ſo tranſpierced with 
grief the hearts of her two daughters , that 
they remained as it weredead , for that moſt 
tenderly loving their boly mother , they liued 
rather by ber ſoul, then by their own. Afters 
wards refleQting vpon themſelucs, with wee» 
ping cycs they ſaid to one another: Bc 

how that our holy Parcnts ; by fighting cous 
ragiouſly , have with their blood aequired to 
themſclucs 4 heaucnly crown, , and like fol 
diers of great valor egpolingBoniines in the 
front to. the enemy , bauc rendred the battel 
more caſy , andimore ſecure tovs who ate to 
follow them. O Dear, and holy father, © holy, 
and loving mother, you ſee, from the bigh 
heavens our neceſſitys , obtain fot vs ſack 
grace of God , whoſe preſence you happily 
enjoy, that liging,and dying worthy children 
ot you, and beus of your vertues , we may be 
made paftakers of your glory. With theſe and 
ſoch Ike affe&ivnate praicrs the generons 
yorg Virgins preparcd themſclues againit the 
turious cruelty of Apronian: and about fiue 
months after the death of Saint Natioſa gy 
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| uing lying and deccitfull ariſ\yers, hatic made 
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Dacty- 
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nian commanded the boly damzels to be pre+' 
ſented before'bis: Tribanal. The wicked Mi- 


Dzczu- Diſters of the crucl judge ran ſpecdily to the 
'2z&, houſevofthe Holy Virgins, andabry knowing. 


very well the cnd:for which.they were come, , 


ſaid vato them before they'declared the come, 


mand ofthe Prefe&: Bcholl we come whither 


weare called by: Apronian: afterwards litting 
Mu 


that thy enemies may be confounded.-: and fo 
peing out of their houſe they put themſe]ues1n 


the way to the ttibunal of Apronian, No body, 
had the boldnes ®& touch them, tor they went | 


freely of themſelues, and. although they. were 


ſurrounded on all fides with 4 great- band of. 


ſoldiers: and like innocent lawbs in the madle, 


of A tfoup of maſtiffe-dogs , cheerful , and - 
without all fear of danger, they went forward, 
feeding theit ſouls with boly: thoughts, Men, 


ad women came-out of their houles to {cc 
this lovely couple, and adwiring at their ſo 
c6niely* comportment , and the great ſerenity 
oftheir countenances, they ſaid: 1t thele nobk. 
Exdys were going to be aarried. with the, 
prime Gentlemen of this city , they could not 
ſhew them(clucs more checrtull & . contented, 
It-waſtnceds be , that cither they donot va- 
derſtand what it is to dy, orelsto dy tor their 
God muſt be a thing very defireable. Moreo» 
ver they haue feen their Parents Flavian, and 
Pafroſa cnd their life miſerably, and they 
yorig' tender maids think they ſhall be able to 
xcfi(t torments, and to look drath.inthe face, 
the only tnemory whereof makes:the Routeſt, 
of tre to tremble, On the contrary the good 
Chiiſtians ſecretly mingled with.the Pagans, 
made other diſcourſes vpon 'the! innocent 
daiwtecls., cſteeming them moſt happy , for 
goit to offer themiclues vp to Got, by the 
riſes of Martyrdom, and with one moment 
of tire to make ſure all eternity. The-noblo 
Virgits being cone into the preſence of A+ 
pronian, he obſeruednot without admiration 
in their countenances the tranquillity of their 
ind , and could not vnderftand bow a wo- 
tnans breaſt could be capable of ſo auch ge- 
fictofity ; and amongſt other things demanded 
of they, in what manner tbeyhad been fuſ- 
tained without meat the timethat they were 
but 'vp in their houſe : or who Dad been ſo 
bold, thatdeſpiſing his command had ſecretly 
provided them of food. God ( anſwered De- 
thetria) who made all things out of nothing, 
ard who by his wonderfull. providence feeds 
the birds of the air , and the fiſhes of the fea, 
does not pertnit thoſe to dy of hunger who 
fetuc him with cheic heart. Donot fuſpe, 6 
Apronian , that for that ſpace of time was 
drought vs any ſuſtenance by any living man. 
Our God truly good, truly Great, forthe relief 
of his friends , is pleaſed ſometimes by the | 


their eyes, and hearts to heayen, they ſub- 
joyned : help 6 Lordour weaknes , to the. end. 2 
| loſt, as thou .imagineſt, but is:exchanged for 


Saint Bibiana, Virgin, and Martyr.” 
means of the Angels ,otherwhiles by himſelf =. 


to do ſomething vnto which. nature can not 
Dcmetria (replicg. the PreſeR) the lying toyes 
of the Chriſtians, and learn. of Ivlian our moſt 
happy Emperor,,of the Senate, and of all the 
people to worſhip the Gods, if thou wilſt not 
dy.Thisovuz life (fubjoyned Demetria) which 
in ſo. ſhort 4 xeug)ution of time is ended ,if it 
bs ſpent fox,God,who has given it, it is not 


an, eternal feligity : ig compariſon whereof, 
' whatſocuer paig, or torments the cruelty of 
'T.yrants has been able to. jnuept,.is moſt light 
and.caly. AS were the; Jaſt words of 
Demetria, wha, k bat 4 
life, wasat. hans,, bowing her - 


breaſt, and.fxing her cyes ypon heaven, with 
a-igh ſhe, xengzed, vp hex fqul.into the hang 
of hes Creator... Bibiana, preſently thought 
whither Demetiia, was going ,and with her. 
eyes digg with tears ſhe broke forth intothcle 
words. Where doeſt thou leaue me, moſt dear 
liſter, alone. and abandoned?, And hoy wilt 
thou that. live without thee ? Death which 
ſeparates me.from thee, may.it joyn me with 


alſo,if I be, worthy to dy with thee. But if it be: 
the will of God that I muſt remain, andthou 
go, go in peace, happy ſoul where our holy 
Progenitors exſpeR thee. Embrace thouthem 
tor we z Enj2y, their preſence ,and there tc 
double the loue which thau haſt born me 
vpon carth. Hardly had Bibiana caded theſe 
words , but Demettia falling to the ground, 
in 2 ſhort time, ber body reained withoutall 
motion , and heat. Apronian much gricucd 
that he had not becnable to. draw ſo muchas 
only one of this family to the. worſhip of the 
Gods he reſolued to vſc the vtmoſt diligence 
with Bibiana ; andit ſcemed to him, that ourte 
coming her, ,;be ſhould recover all the repu: 
tation, and honor he had loſt with the others 
There was in Rome a very. crafty and witty 
wowan called Rufina, to whom Apronia0 
gauc charge to inſtru Bibiana. in the Reli- 
gion of the Pagans , and to draw her frod 
that of the Chriſtians. This Rufina having va- 
deitaken the .buſines , to gain the = affe- 
Mon of Bibiana ,Rudicd to propoſe vnto het 
ſuch things as yong people are for the molt 
part deſfixousof ; and confidering that ſhe clo- 
thed herſelf with very modeit apparel ,that 
ſuited rather with. Chriſtian, bumility, then 
with her degree, ſhe exhorted her to changs 
herattire,and not to deprive herſelf otſuchor- 
naments , as were not vnbeſceming her age- 
Bibiana returned her thanks, telling her, that 
it ſufficed her to have where withall todeſend 
herſelf from cold, and to cover her body, and 


that it was 4 milciable laucry to load it wi 
11K, 


arrive, andaboue our vnderſianding, Leaued ** 


owing that the cnd of het; 
ecs Ynto the 


2r6und & holding, hex hands. fait beforc her 


thee, and may this,day, be, the Jaſt of my life, 


NF 
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fk, and gold without-neceſſity. Rufina pro-| parents perſwadetlientb deſpiſe the imm3teal 
3 vided for her a very ately lodging , and-io | Gods, they ought riotts obey them,jmpioufly ——= 
Jieevr the laſt chamber A very rich bed : but Bibiana | contraditiog the lawes of all -nations.,and: ..2:,..- 
i being notable to take-any reſt amidſt thole | tiatutcirſeIf,Flavian & Daſcoſaipertinacivuſly: Digi 
ſoft leathers , Whilſt that Rufina repoſed, ſhe | perleucring in thiserror,Aproniatywhs forged 35A 
ſpent 1n T'manner all the night in praier, | after he had tried all other means ;to-proceed 


»* TM” Fn fa. 


. Gelicate. Rufina would bauc carried her: a 


:abd thy. hands , and be not feuere towards! 
thyſelf. 'Yertuous aGions although they al- | 
'Waicsdeſerueto be commended, yetthey are 
-wore/ gracefull in timeand place , andfor this' 


'eucry >one to have, many tollowers: of their 
-opinion, and particularly of patents towards 


'yponuthem-all their own-afteAions ,to make 
they as like themſclues- as may be pollible. 
'Flavian and Dafroſa decciued by this affcRion 


. ertors, I do not blame thee that like an obe- 
'Gient child ,thou baſt complicd with the yill 


-have Jone the ſame : yea [ greatly'compatſo- 
ate thee, and judge thee worthy of excuſe, 


"pion, thou haſt thought that thou 
't6 hold no other faith, then that of thoſe who 
 begot thee, Education is to be Correfted by 
'eaſen tand they who blindly follow the ex- 


"their eyesin 4 percipice. I do not take away 


Weir patefits; but yetIaffirm, that when thei | 


MorcouciRutina vicedall diligence to find out 
the guſt of Bibiana in meats, and prepared 
tor hee table the moſt exquiſite Viands ſhe 
could'tnd. She took moſt gult in the more 
common-and' ordinary ,,and not to diſpleaſe 
Rofina , who vrged ber much hereunto, 
ſhe-taſted alſo a litle. ſometiines of the -more 


broad to -conuerle with, other noble Ladys, 
but ſhe ſometimes vnder one pretext , ſome- | 
times vnder another, (hewing that ſhe did de» 
cline-it.; ſufficiently gave the crafty woman tþ 
yadeeſRand: , that home js the neſt of vertue 
and honeſty, With theſe and ſuch like demon. | 
flratiops of louc Rufina cndeauorcd to.make 
<otrance.into the heart of Bibiana: avd ſcew-' 
jng 40 her ſelf not to a1ske ſuch entrance as: 
Jthe: deſired, one night alter ſupper, as. they | 
were alone, ſhe ſpoke thus to her. Dauphter!| 
{for by:no other name ought | to call thee, 
ſcibg that lovethee,, and «cknowledge thee! 
as ſucb) took vpon:; bis hovie as thy own,and: 
difpofe bf whatſoever is in it , freely as thou 
pleafeſt. Take thele Keyes of my filucrandmy 
gold, aad tboſe ofoy lewels. Adorn thy fine! 
hair-with them, enrich: with them thy neck! 


relpeft that which' thou- baſt vnilestaken jn 
the (pring of thy years ought to have been 
the fruits.of thy ature age. ' Tis the deſire of 


their children, in-whoſe perſons ſeeming to 
perpetuate themſcluts-, they fudy to ftamp 


communicated vnto: thee the poiſon of their 
ofthy Elders: any one in thy condition would 


for that having been nouriſhed from thy 
eradle with documents contrary toout Relj- 
teſt 


bmpte of their parents ,/aftertheir ruin open 


the reſpeR and honor which children vw to 


againſt them according to the diſpotition of 
our laws, and the-:boly mind of the: Emperor: 
The ſame Apronian tbgether [With the'Eus 
peror demands of thee as4 grace ; although ir 
be a due dc bt , thabthou:would'R; hoavr the 
immortal Gods , 'yca''the 'Gtts than(ſelues 
begg the-ſame ofthee, Wiltthou perkapsxvich 
the proud Giants .expe& from Heaven the 
thunderbolts of Great' father tupiter f wilt 
thog force torments'out ofthe hands: bfytie 
miniſters of Juſtice? We ought to'lay dowd 
our lives for our hbnor ,, countrey ,; parents; 
and friends; and'l alſo baue © Remninimind to 
do it. But toſole it for mere0bttinaly{tor'd 
childiſh contention, is a very witcrabiethings 


If thou dveſt not dread 2 ſhatefull:death , 


whereby «by Nobility will be-retnaliydiftas 
med, what wilt thon' fear ?!May'thyceyes tbe 
ſhut by death before't ke ſachd be 
Enough ot thy blood isſptlt the! gtthtaes'6f 
thy houſe is ſufficicutly abaſet :itrbdongs:ro 
thee to raiſc'it vp/again , atid10 reſtviclivts 
its firſt ſplendor. The great tiebes/vf:tHypds 
trimony are kept for : ad bg aibeflng'a 
litle incenfe to JupitergthountiaiRstrura tobe 
2 Lady. Many Roindoiknights ure: ambitious 
of thy marriage ;amÞ npt- one m/ehygcity but 
wiſhes thee greater proſperity 'thewbier; Reb 
foluc then withot delay. Rerdertorthe:Gods 
the hotior which isdue to thems@boy: Aprat 
nian : obey the Empetor : 'followthe counſel 
of ber who loyes thee\ and ſeeurethy lifeand 
honor. T 0 this long diicouts of Rufins,Bibia- 
na rplied thus. The honor: of thy. 'courtefp 
(6Rufina) toackaowicdge me for thy davughe 
ter , obliges me to correſpond towards 'thes 
witha like afc&ion, and with at! Yue »reves 
rence to lonk ypon thee as my mother. Astor 
thy poldand filuer do thou take #'6ate ofthat, 
and the pretious orbaments ,of jewels keep 
them for ſome other then for: we , who am 


not to pleale men bot God alone and he 


prizes the ornaments of the ſoul: He eſteewes 
much & Diamant of folid faich, a emerald of 
hope, & carbuncle of barning tharity. Hes 
delighted abouc incaſure with the firſt trunts g 
and as yong trees are more praiſed , and:theie 
fruits tfore admitcd, then thole of ottrees;fo 
the vertges of youth are more gratious to his 
fight , and more ſavory to his palat. A father & 
4 mocher aſter they have giueti 'beingro their 
chitdren bave not greater oblipationehen to 
bring vp thetr children in holy matiacts; and 
to clothe their ſouls with the habits of vertus; 
for the ſhape of the body is of ſmalliimper« 
tagnee , whit if the mean tice 'the _ 

noble 


Jn. 


wht 
Dretn- 
V&A 


Saint Bibiana, Virgin, and Martyr. 


pole part wants its habiliments. This debt 
wy parents did fully ſatisfy endeauoring to 
m:ke deſcend with their bloodall their Chiil- 
tian Vertues, wheretore Iam infinitely obliged 
to God, for having made me to be born of fo 
good a fathcrand mother, Reaſon itſelf with- 
out. any other admonitor , gives ſufhciently 
to vr.de: Rand that the adoration of Idols is a 
preat folly. Who is there that does not know 
that ycur Gods are the works of men? Belieuc 
it if men had power to create Gods , they 
would give 7 Deity rather to themſelues,then 
to cthers The fiatues which the Pagans adore 
have no other e xcel'cncy then tobe the ho1rks 
cf famcus-artificers. Do not tell we that the 
2pans adore. in the iwapes of their Gods, the 
Deity, which they repreſent, for it is 4 thipg 
too clear to obe that has knowledge of 
ancient biſtory , that Satprn, Iupiter, Mercury 
and a} the rout of theix Gods were mere wen, 
and ſons of a man and 4 woman, and as men 
lived and died. It is wyuſtice, cruelty, tyranny, 
to puniſh thoſe with death , who lcading an 
innocent life , and without the offence either 
of men, or God , did deſerve to live alwaies. 
Goll wills that I honor him , and that 1 pive 
not his honor to others : and Iam to obey 
God , not Apronizn , nor the Emperor, I 
then fear thunderbolts when I have ofcnded 
the Diuin Majeſty ; but whilſt Iam innocent, 
lt men arme themſclues againſt we with all 
macbins of torments,.] will go to meet them 
to receiue them every one , if wy body ſhall 
be capable to receive lo many. If thou con. 
ſeſleſt that we ovght to lay down our life 
for our -parcnts , countiey , and friends , 
wuch tatbes ought we to do it for God, to 
whom weare iofnitely obliged. Tody rather 
in one wannner then another is of ſtall im- 
-portance, for the cauſe of dying is that which 
zenders Gdeath digracetull or honorable 5 and 
thole who dy innocent for Chiiſt ſhall ever be 
glorious. Donot pity mc, nor aMifihbyſell for 
wc, if it ſhall pleaſe God to favor me with the 
crown of Martyrdom : and diſt thou vncer- 
and what it imports ſo to exchange life thou 
wouldeſt bear me A boly enuy. Who dics ge- 
-nerouſly acquires to himſelf, and his family 
greatglory : andI will codeauor what lycs in 
me that neither by baſe cowardiſe, nor apy 
vnworthy ation my linage be waculated. 4s 
for my hereditary riches , I had loſt all affe. 
ion to them before they were taken away 
from me ; arid-if they were to return apain 
intomy power , I would not accept of | gn 
but to relieve the poor Chriſtians in their ne- 
ceſſtys , as ny father did. I offer incenſe to 
Ivpites ? May mybody burn alive in the fire 
betore my heart conceive ſuch 4 wickednes. 
. Fiem my childt.o0d 1 was eſpouſed to lefus 
. Chrifi by Flavian wy father , and by Dafioſa 


- ey wetkes ;ſo the knights of Rox.e may caſl | 


| 


their thoughts vpon ſcme body els: and if 


every One defixes my good ,as thou afficmeſt, ry 


they ought to re3oyee that | Fave placed wy D[c We 
JIRs 


mind fo high. 1 Lonor the true and living 
God, and keep bis commandements, not thoie 
of peruers men. I ſerue God withallmy heart, 
and a Lot1d fo 1ich and liberal, thathe recom. 
pences cuery the leaſt work thought, or fiph 
{or his loue with an infivitereward, and with 


followers eternally happy and bleſſed. Rufing 
' perceiving that ſhe was fill worſted by Bi- 
biana in all ber reaſonings with her , ſhe re. 
ſolved to fall vpon her with another ſorte of 
weapons, and lo ſaid voto her, Ilec daughter 
that thou artnot capable of my counſels, and 
that thou doeſt not vnderſtand thy own good, 
Know that I have abſolute authority from the 
' Prefect over thy perſon , and cucn to take 
away thy life. I can, in coneQion of thy pers 
fidiouſnes, inflict vpon thee any rigotou 5pus 
niſtment whatſoever, ſcing that thou wouls 
deſt net make vſe of my goodnes: but do not 
force me to that which not only my n:ture 
abhorres , but alſo does riot ſuit with thy des 
licateces. Bibiana mildly anſwered her: ] am 


of whom I ask no other thing , if it be bis 
pleaſure that thouaMiRt my body v ith 4thou- 
 fand wounds, then that he arme my heart wth 
that fortitude , by which Holy Job obtatied 
the title of woſt patient. Rufina made many 
-proofs of the venue of Bibiava , mace tric lof 
her after wany waics, and vſcdallſirutagems, 
but alwaics in vain : wherefore weaticd out 
with the combat & cuercome by her ownime 
paticnce, ſhe began cruelly to whip her every 
' day with rous,Bibiana was iD the þards ot this 
woman five r:onths and cleuen daics, for to 
wuch time paſſed between the death of Saint 
Demetria and hers. What the tender anddclie 
cate Virgin ſuffered in the houſe of Rufinain 
lo wany daies, it is c:fier to imagin ihen10 
recount : and althovgh the indiſcreet mation 


in beating ol ber , there is no doubt, but that 
| this wasa continual, and 4 long Martysdow. 
Bibiana accuſtomed her body to tormerts, 
and after the manner of Valiant warriers ſte 
| exerciſed herlclf privatcly, that ſte @ightbe 
able afterwards in her time appearing in pts 
blik to ſhew her proweſs. Rufina could 18t 
; vnderſtand bow 10a yorg maid of fil teen years 
old there coule be fo wuch judgement io conr 
front an aged prudence, and ſo n:uch courage 
and irength to refiſt continual ivffering. But 
| we might rather wonder , that ſhe did pot 
ſome time or other fall cown cead at her feet 
vnder ſo many ble ws, it we did nct beliue 
that God wiraculouſly coniciued her for I 
more noble triumph, Refina ſecmed to herſelt 


to haue made vſc of whatlocuet ber wit could 
ingeot 


the continual preſence of bio ſelf makes his / 


not inthy power without the will of my God, 


had not been otherwile cruel to ker butonly * 


bERL 
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invent to induce the Virgin to ſacrificeto the 
» | Gods, &ſo ſhe determined tocarry her back to 
Ka Apronian: but that ſhe might do her vtmoſt, 
ſhe reſolued ficſt ro make this other aſſault, 
and ſo turning towards her ſpoke thus vnto 
her.Of ſo lopg time I have demonſtrated vato 
thee the errors which lead thee vanto death, 
that if thou hadſt not made thyſelf deaf to my 
admonitions, thou would(ſt by this have chan+ 
ged thy opinion: but becauſe thou wilſt be 
t00 wiſe, and thy obſtinacy renders thee vn- 
worthy of pity : prepare thyſelf immediately 
to return to appear before Aptonian : where 
ſuch boldnes ſhall not haue force , and thou 
ſhale know , but too late , thy lightnes. Put 
before thy eyes on the one fide his (acri» 
fce to the immortal Gods,on the other i band 
ot fierce Miniſters, who with painfull inſtru- 
ments ate ready to giue thec a ſhamefull death. 
Make choice now of that which likes thee 
beſt, either to ſacrifice, 6r to dy. There is no 
mean. Obey and live; misbelicue and dy : Ru- 
fna ſpeakes no more to thee, Inſtantly Bi- 
diana replied. Jn vain doeſt thou weary thyſelf 
with me , for thou oughteſt now to hauc 
known by 4 thouſand proofs , that I can not 
ob out of that path , that leads to 4 happy 
life : and well vohappy is ſhe , who puts her- | 
ſelf in the cours of thy counſels, to fall into 
an abyſs of miſcries. I know no other but 
Ieſus Chriſt, Thou ſheweſt well that thou 
docſt not ſufficienty vaderſtand things, whiltt 
that thou diſpraiſeſt conſtancy in the faith, by 
calling it obſtinacy, I haue not ſo tender 2 
heart that I ata not able to ſtand before the 
face of the angty Prefet.'The ftcedom of my 
mind comes from heauecn ,'and therefore is 
tot enfſeebled before men, Iam reſolued ra- 
| ther to dy, then to defile my innocency with 
the vticleannes of Idolatry. I caſt my ſelf into 
the armies of death; and the end of this life 
ſhall be the beginning of an eternal. What 
doeſt thou think of Rutina?whiy do we delay ? 
Let vs go, let vs g6 whither the light of heaven 
leads me, amongft the ſquadrons of impiety. 
And thou vahappy miſtrefs oferrors go onto 
dray after thee milerable ſouls, to encreale by 
theit ruin the pains which in hell are prepa» 
ted for thee by the devils. Theſe words of Bi- 
biana pricked tqthe quick the ſoul ofRufing; 
whereupon inflamed with anger and wrath; 


having drawn her ſuddenly out ofthe houſe, | 
the cad her to Apronian', and with ſharpe þ 
'6 vabeſeeming impudence in 4 yong girl , 
exclamed the Prefect !Haſt-thou then made fo 
litle account of the counſels of Rufina, whom 


taunts galled her along the ftreets, Such im- 
pudence in a yong girl? Thou the daughter 
of Flauian and Dafrofa ? Thy manners are too 
too different from theirs: But go thy waiecs. 
Thou ſhalt have no more to do with Rufina, 
but withApronian.Bibiana did not giue carto 
the words of Rufina , but wholly converting 
her thoughts towards God ſhe went on pre- 


þ 


pating herſclf by interior praicr to dy well, 
* Toll 2» 
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and to receiue the crown of Martyrdom; Be- 


ing now come into the preſence of Apro- ——= 


nian, he demanded of Rufina , what news ſhe 
brought him of Bibiana, And ſhe atiſwered, 
I bring thee that which I would not, as well 
for her ſeruice , as for thy ſatisfaftion. From 
the firſt day that thou haſt given her into my 
cuſtody I haue turned myſelf to her with all 
affeion toloue her as my daughter , and have 
vicd towards her all expreſſions of loue and 
courteſy I could imagin. I have ſtudicd to 
draw her from the contemptible ſe of the 
Chriſtians, 8 by lively reaſons endeatiored to 
imprint in ker mind our Religion: But Þ haue 
wearied myſclf in vain : I hauc loſt my tine, 
and labour: I haue caſt my wordsto the winds 
She with the hardnes of an adamant has al- 
waics reje&cd chem, and has ſhewed herſelf 
vato rhe euery day more ſtubborn and obſti< 
nate. Whence fotced to make yie of the aus 
thority given me by thee, { have whipped her 
cucty day , but ſhe never has given me any 
hign of amendment , or repentance : yea out 
ot her mouth I haue beenable to getnothing 
but words in contempt of the moſt holy Gods: 
Wherefore deſpaiting of her cure , as does the 
prudent Phyſitian , when his patient has loſt 
all ſenfe of his malady I have brought her here 
back again vnto thee , that thou maieſt take 
that reſolution concerning her, which ſhall 
occurft to: thy prudenice, Then the Prefe& 
turhing” himſelf towards Bibiana , what an« 
ſwereſt thou (ſaid he) tothis account of Ru» 
find # Bibiana confeſſed that it was all moſ# 
tfuc.” Thou carrieſtthyſelf Iike a noble Lady, 
as thot) art-born , indecd, (replied Apronian) 
freely to confefs thy ertors : and although 


| What is done can not be yndone, it may not- 
withſtanding caſily be' corre &ed, Be wiſe in 


time ; of 'thy mouth does depend life , and 
death: It is propoſed vnto thee to facrifice in 
honor of the Gods the Eonf-ruers of this tity. 
Conſider well thy anfwer before thou ſpeak 
it. With one yes, thou faucſt thy liſe ,and ho- 
nor , with one no , thou procureſt thy death, 
and infamy: Ideclare myſelf (inſtantly ahſwes 
red Bibiana ) that F do not adore your fals 
Gods , who are Devils * but I worſhip Iefus 
Chriſt the fon of the true God: and if I had 
the Ipace of 4 whole age to conſider, thou 
ſhouldeſt reccige from me no other anſwer. 
My tongue can ſay nothing but chat which 
my heart difates vato it. O ſawcy boldnes, 


I myſelf honor as 4 Miſtreſs of Religion ? 
And doeſt thou alfo in my prefence goon to 
blaſpheme the Gods? Then Rufina added fay- 
ing: know Apronian , that the obſtinacy of 
the Chriſtians is ſuch ,that if Tupiter himſelf 


ſhould comedown from heauen to teach thera 
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the truth, they would not = car vnto him. | 
And there is no doubt of it , ſubjoyned Bis 
biana : we ſhould be fools indeed, it we would 
rather giue credit to wicked men , whom you 
baue choſen to yourſelues for Gods , then to 
the infinite wiſedom of the moſt holy God. 
I ſce( ſaid Apronian turning himſelfto thoſe 
that werepreſent ) that what Rufina has ob» 
ſerued of this wicked ſe is moſt true. But ] 
will make this fooliſh girl] know full well 
that my puniſhments are not things to be 
jeaſted at. Scoff like a child ( anſwered Bi- 
biana) at the fortitude of the Martyrs , and 
becauſe thou canſt not maſter the caſtle of 
their mind', dirc& thy battcries againſt the 
rampicrs of thcir carthy bodies ; and theſc 
being beaten down, boaſt thy ſelf of a vitory, 
for which no body contraſted with thee , for 
we our ſclues offer our bodies to torments, 
O how doeſt thou preſume of thyſelf ( replied 
the Prefe&) © how vain art thou, Here isnot 
place tor diſcourſes. lulian the Pious, bappy, 
Great Emperor of the world wills that all 
thoſe who are ſubje& to his Jaws honor the 
Gods whom he adores. That his will obliges 
thee alſo todo the ſame , who art 4 Roman, 
Apronian Prefect; of the city of Rome cxe- 
cutor of the Imperial Decrees commands 
obedience to Bibiana : ſhe xefuſing to obey , 
he thunders ouer her head the ſentence of 
death, The Ladys that accompanicd Ryfina 
Waacd palc at theſe words of the Preſe&, and 
the like did not afew men alſo ;and:all wiſh- 
cd that Bibiana , by vnſaying What; ſhe had 
faid , would free: berſclf from fo. great cuils, 
But ſhe with 4 gencrous og ; Made an 
ſwerto Apronian. Julian , 3 cruel , impious, 
vnbappy and facrilggious tyrant , who after 
twenty. years of Chriſtianity bas renounced 
our faith , I am not obliged to obey, nor will 
1 obey. bim, and much. leſs will Lobcy thee 
the: inſtrument of his wickednes , and of the 
dcuih Execute in Gods name the ſentence 
vpon me ; feed thy. paunch with wy. blood, 
weiciles beaſt. 'Then Apronian in. 4 great 
lury xzaifed himſelt ypon his fect, and mad 
with. anger , commanded the Sergeants that 
ſtood round about hip, to whip Bibiana with 
leaden whips, vatill that her ſoul ſhouldlcaue 
her;þody. And, they forthwith approaching 
to. the. Virgin , ſtripped her to the waſte, and 
with ber hands behind her tyed her to 4 cer- 
tain pillar, wbich,was therc in a gallery, The 
molt chaſt damzelfelt an infinite grief to ſee 
herſclf-1o naked before ſuch 3 multicude of 
men,and the executioners ſeemed {low to her 
in ftiikipg of her, for that ſhe defired with 
abe.purplc of her own blogd tocouct that hez 
nakednes. Theſe leaden; whips weie certain 
litle cords tyed together in the top., at the 
.cnds wherevt did bang balls of lead firung 
vponitbem,made inthe form of great acorns, | 


with theſe whips the metrciles executioners 


began to diſcharge 3 whole tempeſt of blows * Bb - 


vpon the body of Bibiana : and this torment 
laſted fo long , that the firſt being weaticd 
out , it was neceſlary for others to tucceed in 
their places, Sometunes they ſtopped their 
blows, cither out of compaſſion towards that 
moſt delicate body, or els out of wearines but 
to the noy Virgins greater torment: for bea- 
tivg and Broifing the deſh without breaking 
of it , and abundance of blood gathering thi- 
ther,it put her to more pain then ifithad been 
made to run out by blows. Notwithſtanding 
there flowed from diuers places ſtreams of 
blood, which falling vpoa the ſnow of het vir- 
Pinal breaſt, opened fountains of tears in the 
cycs of the *: 6:5 : nor could Rufina her» 
(c]f ( although ſhe much cndeauored it ) for- 
bear from lamenting and compaſſionating the 
Saint. Amidſt theſe (harpe torments Bibiana 
lifting vp her heart to God, in this manner 
offered vntohim the vim of her body, My 
Lord Icſus Chriſt , wbo clothed with the 
ſpoyls of our mortality didit ſhed ſuch an a. 
bundance of blood in thy molt bitter Paſſion 
for the ſaluation of my ſoul, recciue thefew 
drops which thy humble ſeruant preſents 
vato thee, If I have not ſerucd thee as[ ought, 
pardon to human frailty the negligence,com- 
paſſionate the errors by thy infinite benignity, 
do not for this rcgazd ſubtiaRt from me torces 
to endure this pain : make me to overcome 
thy enemies ; ſo the praiſe ofthe Vifory ſhall 
be wholly thine , and not of my weaknes, Let 
the adorcts of Idols be confounded and let 
all the powers of the world yeeld to thy holy 
name. In the mean time the bloody executio- 
ners ſcing that Bibiana continued with great 
ſtreagth,, and that ſhe ſhewed great Vigor in 
her ſpeech;they began to dire the blowes of 
their whips towards ber holy face , whereby 
her temples , and brain being burt, bending 
her neck, and bowing her head towards her 
breaſt , ſhe expired, in the year of our Lord 
three hundred ſixty two , and fiftecnth other 
ape : powring out much blood by her mouth, 
herewith to conſecrate that tongue , which 
had ſo valiantly defended the bonor of God; 
and her moſt purefoul looſed from the bonds 
of morality, lightly flying vp to heaucn, went 
to acc@mpany her holy Einfred amongſtthe 
bleſſed ſpirits. Apronian more and more £0» 
raped commanded the body of the Saint tobe 
calt intothe open place called forum Taurithe 
beaſt-matket, and that no body vader pain 
ot his diſpleaſure ſhould dare to giue it burial. 
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Here the body of $, Bibiana remained two | 


daics , and according to others four whole 

daics, without being caten vp, or touched by 

the dogs , who bore her more reſpeft, then 

the beitial rage of Apronian had done. But 

in the fouth night-it was buryed by - wy 
; Prie 
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Saint Bibiana, Virgin, and Marcyr. 


Prieft called Tohn,and other Chriſtians inthe 
þ Saints own houſe , neer the bodies of Saint 
* Demetria , and of Saint Dafroſa , hard by the 
v palace of Licinius. In the firſt year ofthe Em- 
peror louinian, ſucceſſor to Iulian the Apo- 
fat , Olimpina 4 moſt holy matron built a 
ſamptuous Church , called from her name 
Olimpiana, over the ſepulchers of S. Bibiana, 
$5, Demetria, and Saint Dafroſa, This Church 
about 3 bundred years after was repaired by 
caint Siwplicius Pope, and was ſolemnly con» 
ſecrated by Honorius the third in the year one 
thoufand two hundred twenty four, And the 
bodies of Saint Bibiana, and Saint Demetria 
andSaint Dafroſa being found in the year one 
thouſand fx hundred twenty four in the ſaid 
Church,it was repaired and adorned by Yrban 
the eighth in the year one thouſand fix hun- 
dred twenty ſix. The devotion to the Church 
ofS. Bibiana was much encreaſed by the many 
fauors which the Saint was pleaſed to do for 
thoſe who addreſſed themſclues to her inter- 
ceſſion , and particularly for ſuch as were 
troubled with the falling ficknes. Hence we 
rad in ancient Manuſcripts, in the Title of 


her life : The Paſſion of Saint Bibiana Vir- 


in, 8nd «Martyr , who frees from the falling 

_ ficknes.In her Church is4 pillar of red marble, 
to which it is belicucd that $. Bibiana was 
ted - when ſhe was whipped with leaden 
whips, The powder of this ſtone is taken in 
drink tor the falling ficknes, and deuout per» 
fons ſay that it is ſonerain againſtall infirmi- 
tys, It was neceſlary to incloſe this pillar with» 
In iron barrs for that in 4 ſhort time by the 
multitude of people who ſcraped it with 
knives , and files, it would have been reduced 
to nothing. And there growes anherb about 
the Church , which is calledthe herb of Saint 
Bibiana', which dried and beaten to powder, 
and'taken in drink has the fame effeRts with 
the duſt of the pillar. And to this day is con- 
ktued in the Sacrifty an ancient pifture ofS. 
ibiana ſtanding , with a branch of the ſaid 
in her nght hand : which piQture was 
catiſed to be made by Philip ofSicna Dean of 


the Camera Apoſtolical:now certainly a man | # 


of his gravity would not have cauſed Saint Bi- 
biana to have been 'thas painted , with a 
branch of that kerb in her hand, inſtead of 4 
'whip, the inftrument of her Martyrdom , wi- 
thour great reaſon , and vpon conſideration - 
of the yertue of the abouc ſaid berb.1f I ſhould 


they would tvake Along ſtory : ove I may not 
omit, which happened in our titmes , which | 


hisHolinefs coming to the knowledge of com- | 


tnanded to be remembred. Maſter Battholos | 
mew de Roflj 3 caruer , going one ſaturday | 
morning, the four and twentith of Auguſt in | 
the year one thouſand fix hundred twenty | 
fourto'the Chutch of Saint Bibiana , and ba-' 


ving aſcended a ſcaffold made to work com- 
modiouſly about the body-of the Church , 
whilſt he went oacrſcing the work of his ſer» 
| vants , he ſet his foot through inaduertency 
| vpon the end of a thin board, which flying 
vp with his weight , he without being able 
to help himſclf fellplumme-right down vpon 
the pauement of matble, from the foreſaid 
ſcaffold aboue five and twenty palms high , 
without taking any huit at all; 2 litle atier 
(ſajes the Author of this life in Italian) ]met 
him , and demanding of him how his work 
went forwards; well, (ſaid he ) but even now 


Jdid not belicue that ſhould cuer finiſh it, 


by reaſon of the danger hauc eſcaped, and 
am aliue through the tauor of Saint Bibiana , 
to whom as I was falling through the air, ] 
recommended myſelt: and fo departing from 
me he returned to his ſhop ſafe and found, 
Saint Bibiana willing not that he who labou- 
red for her ſeruice ſhould receiue any harm 
in his perſon. The litle we hauec here {aid con- 
ccrningS.Bibiana,is taken out of her life in Ita» 
lian, gathered out of the Manulcripts of S. Mary 
Major , and Dedicated to the mott illuſtrious 
and moſt Reuercnd Lord Franciotti, Auditor 
of the Camera, and Licenſed by the Ordinary 
cenſor of books Printedat Rome.The Roman 
Martyrologe makes mention of Saint Bibiang 
ypon the ſecond of December, and the Church 
celebtates her fealt the ſame day with iSemi» 
double Office, 
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THE LIFE 0F SAINT FRANCIS 
Xauerius of the Society of IE SVs, 
Confeſſar. 
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Mongſt the other ancient and 

> illuſtrious linages and familys- 
=\£@ which in the Kingdom of Na- 
F varr are called the houſes af 
S Armecia,there are two, the las 
mily of Xavier, and the family of Alpizcucta: 


1 the which were joyned in one , 
recount all the miracles, ſhe has wrought, 


Martin of 
Alpizcueta head ot his houſe and family mar= 
rying with'M4dam ſane Xawir , heircls.alſo 
of ber family. Theſe noble perſons had one 
only daughter , heirels of both-familys , who 
was called Maty, andwas married to Dotar 
lobn Iaſo , a noble and ich man -; and 
for his learning and prudence , wach cſtee- 
med in the kingdom of Nauvzr , and chict 


counſcilor and miniſter ofhis King Joha the 


third 


- 
Dectn- 
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gr7 Saint Francis Xau 
third, DaQor Iohn laſo, and Madam Mary 
" 3» of Xavier , and Alpizcueta had many chil- 
Decew- dren, and the yorgeR of them all ( like ano- 
a: ther David ) was our Francis Xauicrius , who 
wak born in the caſtle of Xavicr belonging to 
his anccſters , necr vnto the city of 'Pam- 
pelona. His happy birth was in the year one 
thouſand fout bundred ninety ſeucp, Alcxan- 
derthe fixth beipg Pope, and Maxituilian the 
fiſt Ewpcror, and Ferdinand and Elizabeth 
King and Queen of Caſtile , and the aboue- 
named Jobn the third King of Navarre, His 
parents brought vp their ſon Francis very 
piouſly and carefully ,as well becauſe he was 
the yongeſt of all their children , as allo by 
reaſon of his ſweet, and quiet diſpoſition , 
grace, and modeſty which ſhined forth.in his 
tender years. They procured that he ſhould 
be tavght his fiſt rudiments by good maſt» 
ers : and he having learnt them with great 
aptnes , quicknes and livelines of wit, they 
ſent bim to the vniuciſity of Paris, there to 
udy the other higher ſciences : for notwith» 
Randing that his other brothers followed ſol- 
dicry ,to get military glory and honor, our 
Francis enclined himſcltmorctolearning and 
to the ſtudy of wiſedom, hoping by this means 
to obtain greater rewardsto the encreaſing of 
the honor of his family , then his brothers 
ſhould by their launce,and ſword, He ſtudied 
at Paris with ſo-good ſucceſs the courſe of 
his Philoſophy , that he took. the degree of 
Maſter of Arts, and afterwards read Philoſophy 
in the ſame Vniverſity, with the great appro- 
bation , profit , and applauſe of his Scholars. 
He had for his ſchooltellow in the ſtudies of | 
Philoſopby-, and for chamberfcllow Father | 
Peter Faber , of the countrey of Savoy: and at | 
the ſame time as they were making an end of | 
their cours, the Bleſſed Father S, Ignatius of | 
Loyola (who by the inſpiration. of almighty 
od was come to Patis to proſectite his tu- 
dies) joynd himſelf to their company todyell 
with them : and by his boly and admitable 
conuerſation, ſo gained his two companions, 
that they rcfolucd to follow him in his 
Holy. intentions and purpoſes ,although that 
Peter Faber did wholly and in all things more 
-eafily ſubjz<& himlelf to the direion and will | 
of Saint Ignativs. Francis Xaucriusin the bc- | 
ginning was more obſtinate,, forthat he was 
of 2: more jocund and active nature ; and his 
hopes of rifing ard being great inthe world, 
founded in his noble buth, wit, learning /and 
other good parts held him bound with ſtron- 
ger chains: but at laſt he yeelded himſelf to 
'the vertue and cxatmple ot the Blefled Father: 
and the grace of our Loxd who called him 
was. of more force, then depraucd- nature 
which detained him. He made the ſpititual 
exctciies given him by Saint Ignatius , made ' 


2 gcncral confcilion of his whole lite : he did | tings, and paſſed through Germany amonglt 


erius, Conſcſlor., 


great pennances , and amongſt others was. 
tour daics without cating avy thing , and was... 
'o changed in his deſires, affeRions , and de. 
ſigns, that afterwards he did not know bim. **Y”" 


(cif. He being at Paris , bis father Door 
| Jaſo wiit a letter to his daughter Magda. 
len Ialo , who having been one of the 
Queens Ladys, had wade herſelf a Dilcaleed 
Nun, in the Convent of Saint Clare at Gan» 
dia, and lived there with wonderfull example 
and fame of Sanity by reaſon of certain ay 
racles which God wrought by her. In-this 
letter the father gauc an accountto his dauph. 
terof his domeſtical affairs,and oſhis childreg: 
and amongſt other thirgs told her, that her 
brother Francis was well, and that he profited 
in bis ſtudies , but that he put him to great 
expences: and the good filicr Magdalen being 
enlightened by God , anſwered her iather, bes 
leeching him not to ceaſe to provide her bro« 
ther Francis of whatſoever he required , al- 
though it were needtull to fell his houles ; for 
that without doubt he was to be 4 great A- 
poſtle of the Indices, and as a choſen velielof 
our Lord, ſhould carry his holy name throogh 
wany and divers barbarcus countreys and na» 
tions, il[uminating them with the light ofthe 
boly Goſpel. And that which God revealedto 
this holy Virgin concerning her brother, we 
ſhall ſec afterwards how well it was fulfiled. 

The holy Father Francis , by conuetfing 
with Saint Ignatius , was ſo inflamed in the 
loue of our Lord , andin the deſire of moiti 
fying himſclfand onercoming all the paſſions, 
appetites , and guſts which he had in the 
world, that becauſe he was3 very ſtrongyoog 

man, and very nimble in running and lca+ 
ing, and had muchgloricdin this grace, and 
ad been eſteemed for it bythe other ſtudents, 
he reſolued to make 4 Sacrifice of his body, 
and to bind his armes and thighs very. ſtrait 
with certain litle knotted cords, that he might 
not be able to run,nor leap, Andthe cords by 
litle andlicle <atring into bisfleſh, cauſed him 
ſharp and gricuous pains, which tormented 
& afflicted him , the which he bore with great 
patiepce & diſſimularion, without any bodys 
ing able to perceive what he ſuffered. Upon 
the feaſt of the Aſlumption. of our Lady , in 
the, year one thouſand fiuc hundredand thirty 
four, he made 4 yow with the reſt of the com- 
panions of our Bleſſed Fatber Saint Ignatius 
to go to Ieguſalem ata certain time : and ha; 
uing ended, their ſtudies of Divinity , the nine 
companions departed from Paris vpon the 
fiftegnth of Nouember in the year one thous, 
land and five bundred and thirty fix for Ves, 
nice, where their Bleſſed Father and Maltcr 
Saint Ignatius was expecting of them, accore 
ding to what he had compaecd with them; 
they all weat on foot loaded with their wri- 
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uerius bore them all with great patience and 
joy , remembring that be ſuffered them for 
God our Lord. But there happened vnto him 
in this journcy 2 very particular, rare , and 
wonderfull thing. His feruor , and defire of 
ſuffering , avd mortifying himſelf for Chriſt 
being very'great , he made no account of the 
pain which bc felt by thelitle knotted cords, 
with which we ſaid be girded his thighs and 
arms , nor didbe looſe them for his journey, 
þclieving perhaps that they would be no im+ 
ediment vnto. him , although the pain did 
encicaſe. But it happened to bim quite other- | 
wile , for by the motion and agitation of his 
journey , the cordsentred ſo far into the fleſh, 
that the knots were couered, and the wounds / 
were made very deep, and the pain was ſocn- 
creaſed that the good Father was not able to 
go any further , and diſcoucredto his compa» 
nions that he was forced tor ſtop , and the 
cauſe of his cuil. They carried him with great 
difficulty to the next town , called for 4 Sur- 


geon , diſcouered the wounds, and ſaw the. 


cords funk ſo deep into the fleſh,and coucred 
vith it, that the Surgeon ( wondering much 
at that kind of pennance ) ſaid plainly that 
there was no-remedy to be had for the cuil, 
for that the cords could not be drawn forth, 
"Without making many and great wounds in 
the ficſh. All the companions much reſen- 
ted the grievance of Father Francis , and he 
was more afflicted for their trouble , then for 
his own proper pains, to ſee that his compani- 
ons would not leauc bim,nor was he able togo 
forwards with them. Human remedies failiog 
they betook themſelues to diuin : they all 
ſpent that night in praier , beſcecbing our 
Lord withall carneſtnes, and confidence,that 
be would put to his helping hand, and rewedy 
ſo great an evil, Our Lord heard them ( who 
alwaics hearcs bis ſcruants) and in the mor- 
ning they found the cords broken out ofthe 
fleſh , the wounds healed, and the father inſo 
ood ſtrevgth, that he was able to proſecute 
be journey , all of them giving inceflant 
thavks to the worker of ſo 'great wonders : 
and with great content and joy they finiſhed 
their journey,and arrived at Venice vpon the 
ciphth of January in the year one thouſand 
five bundred thirty ſeuen , where they fonnd 
the Bleflcd Father Saint Ignatius , and were 
zeceiued by him with that ſpiritual comfort 
Which it is caſy to imagin. 
 Hereat Venice the ten companions divided 
themſelves into two Hoſpitals , to ſeruc the 
poor, and to exciciſe their humility and cha- 


«tity , whilft the time ſkould come of their em- 


barking for Hieruſatem The holpinal ot the 
Tor, As | 


Saint Francis Xauerius, Confeſſor. 
the hereticks in the beart of winter , which | 
3 thatycar was very ſharp and cotd , and with 
Ixcin* the great incommoditys which poor people in 
Wong journeys are wont to ſuffer : but our Xa- 


incurable-was in Saint Francis's part; and he 
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aſbſtedthe ſick with extreme fervor and ſpicit: 


he cnade their beds, ſwept their chambers,and 
employed himſclf in other moſt humble and 
vile offices : and becauſe there were many 
that were fick of contagious infirmitys, and 
with loathſom vicers, he euer ſerded thoſe 
who were in greateſt nereſſity, Amongſt 
others there was one , who by reaſon of the 
filtbmatter that ran from bim,and the {tjoking 
ſmell that came from his whole body cauſed 
in him 4 great horror, and he felt 4 great re+ 
pugnancy in ſeruing of him ; but he to ouer- 
come himſelf , and to get the perfe&t Victory 
outr himſelf, looking vpon him as if he had 
been the very perfon of Ieſus Chriſt our Re» 
deerher , whom he ſerued in the poor man, 
over and again licked his vicers, and ſucked 
the matter which ran out of them : and with 
fo ſignal a vifory our Lord intuſed into 
him afterwards 4 very ſingular grace , that 
no vicers how filthy and fetid focyer caus 
ſed in bim an loathing , but father a ſweet 
deuotion. Of ſuch force is a feruorous at 
wiought with a great charity go oucrcome 
the proud Giant, and he being overthrown 
to defeat and put to flight the whole army of 
enemies. Frem Venice the good Father Saint 
Francis departed for Rome, together with the 
other tathersthat were come frowParis,to beg 
the benediRion of his Holineſs ,togo toleru- 
 falem.It was the time ot Lent, and very rainy: 
they went on foot begging alms, and faſting 
cucry day y-and cating only that which was 
given them for the loue of God. Amongſt them 
all 6ur Saint Francis ſtill excelled in the loue 
of pouerty , and in cheerfulnes and courage 
in fuffecing. At Rome he difputed before his 
Holineſs Pope Paul the third, who at that time 
was the Yicar of Chriſt ypon earth , and with 
his bleſſing and 4good alms that he gave them 
| for their voyage, he returned with his compa- 
nions to Venice, wherein this year one thou» 
ſand five hungred thirty ſeven , vpon . Saint 
lobo Baptiſts day, he was ordained Prieſt with 
the other companions that were notPrieſts ; 
they all naking a vow of chaſtity ,, and vo- 
luntary pouerty , in the hands ofthe Nuncio 
of his Holineſs," From thence they diſperſed 
themſclucs through dicers towns of the domje 
nion of Venice, to prepare thewſclues (whilſt 
the time defigned for their journey to lerula- 
lem wasaccompliſhed ) to lay their firſt Maſs 
with greater purity and denotion : and the fa- 
thers Xaucrius,and Salmeron retired themſel« 
ues to 4 litle village , four miles from Padua 
called Moncelfi, into a poor , bleak cottage, 
expoſed to the wind, with vety litle defence 
againſt the heat and cold, rain , and winds, 
and for this regard much to the guſt of the 
ferucrous ſpirit of our Saint. He 1cmained here 


| ſorty daies : his bed was 4 litle raw ypor 


'Ccecce the 
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the ground ; bis food were ſcraps of bread ga+ 


thered from daor todoor: his diſciplins wete 
daily, a hair-ſhirt continual, praier perpetual, 


ſpending the day; and the-greateſt part of the. 


night in reading, meditation , and contems» 
plation ofdiuin: things, which.was that which 
he principally ſought aſter-in that place. He: 
cclebratcd his firft Maſs at Vincentia , where 
the bleſſed Father Saint Jgnatius was, and ce»: 
lebrated it with ſo.,wany tears of ſparitualzoy;' 
that all that were preſent , with only ſring 
him wept abundantly ,& from thence forward 
for-the whole tine of his life, be ſa ney 
limafelf to ſay Maſs, as if it had beenhis firſt. 
Here at Vincentia he tell grieuovſly fick ' with 
another of bis coppanions:they carried theun 


tothe Hoſpital:and by reaſon ofthe pquerty:ol | 


that houle they. were forced both toly in the 
ſame bed,rezoyging.to pay this tribute to holy 


pouctty. Butin thisabandonedand poor cone | 
dition our Lord-+comforted has ſeruant Saint | 
Francis , viſitingihim by means of the Great | 


Door of the Church Saint Hierom, to whom 
he. was very deuout. The holy Door appeas 
red vnto him in:a glorious and »vencrable 
ſhape: and approaching to his bed he ſpoke 


vnto him likea very familiar friend with very | 


lowng words, amongſt wich he faid vnto 
him : Greater temgpeſts of labours expeRt thee 
at Bolonia, where thou ſhalt pals this wiater: 
and. of thy companions ', ſome ſhall go to 
Rome, others ta Padua, others.to Ferrara, and 


others to Scna :: and as the Saint ſaid, fo it 


camc to' paſs:'for that was the tratand order 


.of God, who'went on condudiog our fathers, 


and diſperſing them throughout the places in 
which he would haue them to ſerue him,now 
that-by reaſon of the war which was bet wixt 
the Great Tutk andthe Venctians , they could 
not paſs to leroſalem : and ſo having complied 
with the obligation of their vow, they divided 
themſelves through thoſe: places which we 
baue faid ; and it fell to our Saint Francis to 
26 with father Bobadilla to: Bolonia, There 
that winter by the great colds , extreme po- 
uerty , and want ofall conueniencys, and his 
continual labors he fell fick of a Quaitan 
apue, and ſo loſt his ſtrength, and color, that 
he ſeemed rather 4 dead body then 4 living 
man.But the loue and ſpirit of our Lord living 


. 'in the boly father , the ſame Lord ſuſtained 


the weaknesof his body with his grace , and 
ſtrengthened his heart ; for as if he had becn 
in very good health he ſpent his time in prea- 
ching to all the people in publik places , in 
teaching children the Chriſtian dodrin , in 
viſiting the Hoſpitals and priſons, in hearing 
the confeſſions of many who bitterly bewai- 
led their fins , and came to conteſs vnto him. 
He anſwered thoſe that came to ask counſel 
of him , and deſired to know how to pleaſe 
God: and by this mcans, and by his (weet 
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on 


and holy .converſation-he- wrought wonder. 
full fruitin the-city and Velioerbes of Boloow $92 
and in it does remain to this yery day the mes Paw 


mory of his hcanenly doQtin , and admirable; *** 


communication; apd the (houſe in which he. 


then dwelt as 4 poor man, was afterwards 


given to the /Socicty;and xonuerted into an) 


Oratory of great devotion: From Bolonizin 
the midle of Lent, in the year 'one thoſang: 
fue bundred thirty cight,ours. Francis,called 
by Saint Jgoatius went -b. Rome, awhere! 
all the fathers aſſembled pether to fettle and 
eſtabliſh the matters of the Religion which 
they pretended to found, the Which they did 
after divers Conſultations, accompanied with 
tnany and frrucnt praicrs;, watehings ;tears 
and pennances., with 4 moit ardetit defire of 
pleafing our Lord only , and'fceking ja'all 
things hisgreater glory,and the good of ſouls, 
At this time Xaucrivs preached: at Roine-in 
the Church of Saint' Lagrence 'in Damaſus, 
and by his Sermons, andby; his companiong 
other pious labaurs, the people were awaked 
(as it were out of a deep ſleep):to treat about 
the reforming of theirliues {bidding adieuto 
their pleaſares , and vices i» which they were 
buried, andto confeſs, & communicate more 
frequently, and to renew the -ancicnt yſe of 
the primitiue Church, which-from that holy 
city, by the; induſtry and-perfcuerance of the 
Society (although.in the beginning not with. 


,out great contradiction) was ſpread ,-and 
extended through rhe other 
nations of Chriſtendom.,: © | | 


prouinces and 


Whilſt Eathet Francis,and the otherfathers 
his companions were thus welt employed, 
the moſt gracious Prince, lohn the third king 
of Portugal , writ to Pcter Maſcarenias his 
ambaſſador at Rome , that he ſhould by all 
means obtain for him of Father Ipnatius, fix 
fathers for the Eaſt-Indies , and that ifit were 
neceſſary he ſhould ſpeak in his name to tic 
Pope, and beſeech him to command them to 
go : for that he deſired more to ſubje&thoſ 
blind and barbarous pcople to the yoke of 
Chriſt our Lord, then to his own crown aid 
Empire. For'this great enterprize weredefip- 
ned by the Bleflcd father Saint Ignatius (to 
whom the Pope remitted the petition of the 


king) the fathers Simon» Rodriguez 4 Ports- 


pgeſe , and Nicholas Bobadilla of Caſtile. Fa» 
ther Simon although he had a Quartan ague, 
departed immediately from Rome for Portugal 
by ſea , and with hia» another father Pal 
Camertes an Italian. Father Bobadilla was 
called-out of Calabria for the ſame yoyagte 
He arrived at Rome much wearied with his 
Journey, and with 3 fore legg at the time that 
the Ambaſſador Peter Malicarenias was juſt 
vpon going tor Portugal , but would by 10 
means depart without a ſecond companion, 


'nNor was Bobadilla able to go alopg with him 
by ra 
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[-aſon of his indiſpoſition, Then our Bleſſed 


; Father Saint Ignatius who was ſick in' bed ; 
a+ made bis /praier , and'illuminated with light | 
i& from heaven , be called father Francis Kaut- 


rius, and declared vato him that it was the 
will of God: that he ſhould vndertake that 
exploit , and that accordingly he recommen- 
dd it vato bim , confiding' in his prudence, 
and mn the grace of our Lord who called him, 
and would-make vic of him for the manife- 
ſation of hy holy name'in thoſe Provinces 
and kingdoms : and the good father with 


great joy,and feruor of ſpitit, offered himſelf | 


torthwith vato the ſabor : and the day fol- 
lowing having taken the bleſſing of his Holi- 
neſs, embracing his Þretheren , he' departed 
from Rome with the Ambaſſador , with only 
his Breuiary , as if he had gon to viſit ſome 
Church in Rome. Ahd it is no wonder that 
Father Francis receiued 'great joy and jubilee 
in his ſoul in thatj ourney : for he had many 
ſignal arid great pledges that God our Lord 
would make vſe of him, as of 4 choſen veſſel, 
to carry his holy name through the Indies , 
and to illuminate withrhe light of the Goſpel 
innumerable ſouls of Pagans , that were bu- 
ried in the ſhadow of death. For one 'time 
when he 'was aſleep , he dreamed that he was 
carrying ypon his back an Indian, ſo. heauy 
that he wearied himandeuen broke his bones, 


lay by him in the ſame chamber; Another 
time our Lord ſhewed vnto him the 'labours 
he was toſuffer for him in that enterprize and 
Fave him ſo' great ſpirit and courage,that al- 

cup they were fo great he was not dif- 
mayed at them , but on the contrary began 
to cry but, and ſay , More , More, More, oftc- 
ring himſelf to all the labours and croſſes 
which our Lord would pleaſc to giue him. 
And for this regard long before that Saint Ig» 
vatius charged him with this expedition , he 
ſpoke of it with great guſt, and dcfire of be» 
ing employed in it: for oar Lord whoſe pleas | 
ſure it was to make vſe of him, went preuen- 
ting and'diſpoſing him for it. TY 

In the way from Rome to Portugal he. 
—_ to God Peter Maſcarenias, and all his - 
ervants'by his extraordinary good example, 


bumilility and modeſty. He kept aboue all - 
things religious obſeruance and ſet times of. 
praier, He was louing and courteous in his : 
words, gracious and pleaſant in hisanſwers: | 
facil to all that defiredto ſee him , and con- 


verſe with him ; he flyed honor as much as 


others follow it : and to help his companions | 


in ſpiritual things he had a wonderfull art in 
obliging of them, He animated the weary and 
helped thoſe who were leaſt able to help them- 
flues, and comforted all. He was the firſt at 
labour ; and the laſt at reſt , and toaccommo- 


Cate others he diſcommodatcd himſelf. lo this 


| morein thislife' Yhe would by n 
' of it ', ſo-ſeparated was he 
| boo; and'ſo fiet in God, w 
as hitſelf cold fathet 'Iames Lainez*' who | 
| all things, reaching byhis 
| perſons;the watigts 
they ought to proceed it this 
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journey alſo ſome of 'the ſeruants'of the am- 
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baſſador met with gtcat dangers out 6fwhicth- —— 


our Lord delivered them by tmeans of Fithex 
Francis : for paſſingthe Alps, the Scetetzry 
of the Ambaſſador felllinto an'initverts d& 

of ſnow :and whe be was now withetit Hl 
remedy the fathef drewHhim out. Atothet' ſct- 
uatt who catried away by the Rream'of 4 
great river was ready to be drowhed, pikying 
for him he miracufodly delivered hia Ano- 
ther , who had behaved: himfelf catiay, "nd 
in puniftrncnt oftiis fin, and for not ating 
belicucd Father Franicis ;/ fell down' Wrth his 
horſe |, from the' fide 6f 4 till, arid hfF hors 
burſting, remained SHuiſed and 4laidht Gead; 
he cuxed both ta foul ard botly : #hil of ars 
knowledged that G&d" had fljortd® eker 
throvgly the interceflion of fathef Francis ; 
holding him for i'Svitt. Butthat in'which ke 
moſt ſhewed his ſpiti9zit#conraze Wag that 


the way He went*for Port utough | 
mad-fotmrpmans © the ; and 
thoſe that accompiinidd” Hit &r 7 him 
with 'great carneftts* es po 2nd t ' His 
mother, who was yet living, ren, 


and kindred (ſcing thit they wett (HYRe 
of his way, and he Wi henet fiketo fret them 


on del 8 


ken forfather,and mother; and biey] 


deou 
He arrived in* F&ttigal:, and 


Simon ſtill with hjs' Quartan , eahbract kim 


poor , and to ferue the ſick; and with this 
mility and pouctty ,tb lay the foytidations of 


2as remained 4o this very day ifitheir _ 
an 
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and ſucceſſors. The King would have kept 
the two fathers in his kingdom , for the 


Deer Breat fruit which in a few months they had 


B3R 


wrought amongſt the Nobility , and Gentle- 
men. of his Court. But according to the 
judgement of our Holy Father Ignatius, he 
thought good that father Simon ſhould re- 
main in Portugal, and father Francis ſhould 
depart for Jadia , as he did vpon the ſeventh 
of April in the year one thouſand fiue hun- 
dred forty one : embarking in the ſhip 
Martin Soſa the new Gouernor of the Jndies, 
and cattying in his company father Paul Ca- 
mettes an ltalian, and a brother 4 Portugeſe, 
called: Francis Manſfilla. But before father 
Francis cmbaiked , the-king Don lohn called 
him, and delivered ynto bim the Brief of the 
Pope,, in which he madc him Nuntio, and A- 
poltolicallegat inthe countreys of India,with 
great power and ample juriſdiction : and dil- 
courking with the father,, and Chewing him 
the great confidence he. had in him,he tecom- 
mended voto bim very particularly , and moſt 
tenderly all India, in that which concerned 
the converſion of the Infidels, and the confir- 
wationof the new Congerts in the faith,and 
the manners of the Portugeſes , and the for- 
trefſes,, and garriſons of that Rate , and all the 
reſt that; concerned his own ſervice , and the 
ſeruice of God : for he: told him that he did 
not ſo.much defire that his own Empire ſhould 
be cxicnded as the Chriſtian Religion , but 
that he:looked vpon. as his great intereſt and 
pain » all the expences he ſhould make in the 

elping of ſouls. Father Francis in 4 few 
words, humble , andgraue, thanked the king 
for bis jg hgoal favors, offering him his taith- 
full ſcruicein all that he had commanded him: 
which be boped to accompliſh by the grace 
and fayorable aſſiſtance of our Lord. But the 
King bawing commanded his Treaſurers, and 
eſpicially Antony Taidivs , Ccunt of Caſtan- 


| neda, to provide Fathers Francis & his compa- 


nions ycry abundantly of U1uals for the lca, 
and of, whatſocucr was neceſlary, for that ſo 
long and toyiſom & voyage, importunipg him 
much for to-take it , he would by no means 
accept of any thing but a few books which 
he bad: need of for the conuerfion of the Pa- 
gans., and could not get. them in India, He 
alwaics, anſwered that be was 4 poor man, 
and had wacea vow of poverty , and that he 
was reſolued to keep it, confiding that our 
Lord would prouide him as ong that was poor, 
of all.that he ſhould ſtand 1n need of tobe 
able to ſeruc him, The Count vrged bum that 
at leaſt he would take 2 ſervant , who might 
ſerue himin his voyage , as luiting with the 
authority of his perion , ſeing that he was 
Nuntio, and Legat Apoſtolicall , and it was 
not bandſom that he himſelf ſhould goto the 
kitchin , nor waſh his clothes with bisown | 


of | 


bands: but he anſwered, that whilſt our Log —_y 


— his fect, and his hands he ſhould 


auc no necd of 3 ſeruant: and that he thought Dica 


thatto ſce him ſcrue himſelf, and go 
kitchin , and waſh his clothes, would not loſe 
any thing of his religious authority, provided 
they ſaw him not commit any fin, nor do any 
thing offenſive to our Lord, 
As ſoon as the Governors ſhip hoiſted fai 

father Francis began to ſpread the fails of hig 
feruorous defires, and to ſhew the propiticys 
wind of the Holy Ghoſt that catficd him. For 
like a man of God, he gaue fo great example 
of his ſanRity , zeal, charity , and prudence 

that he was the health and remedy of all that 
went in the ſhip. The Goucrnor Martin Al, 
phonſus Soſa did what he could, to make big 
catat his tablc , or at leaſt that he would ac. 
cept of the allowance which was given to 
the other paſſengers of the ſhip. Asfor cating 
with bim hc exculed himſclf,the allowance he 
accepted of, and without touching it, he beg- 
ged alwsin the ſhip for his own ſuſtenance, 
eſtceming himſclfcqually adebtorto the wile 

and to the ignorant. He took care that they 
lived in the ſhip as becameChriſtians that they 
left off their playing and ſwearing , and that 
there were no ſtrifes, hatreds,nor murmurings 
amongſt them: he appeaſed contentions.com- 
poled differences, allwaged paſſions,preached 
and taught cucry day the Chriſtian doftrin, to 
children , flaucs , and ignorant people, He 
reprehended bad actions with fo great autho- 
rity, that no body refiſted him, and with. 
great ſweetnes, and loue , that no body was 
offended at him , and many reformed thems 
ſelues. In the ſeruice , care, and ſpiritual help 
of the ſick , be ſurpaſſed at this time bioſelt: 

for the diſeaſes were many, and very contagi- 
ous, and increaſed, ſome falling ſick, and 0- 

thers dying , and all aſtonicd with fear of the 
like chance, Father Fiancis took ypon him 
the nececeflitys., griets , and miſeries of them 

all , as if bis forces bad been equal to his cha 
rity. No body dyed without hauing bim at 
his beds head, no body call'd for him who 


* found him not by him : he heard their confel- 


ſons, encouraged them with louing and holy 
words, gaue them to eat with hisown hand 
and oftentimes bimſclfdrefled their meat, and 
fetched it out of the kitchia : he made their 
beds , applicd their medicins : and i finedid 
the office of 4 charitable , and diligent infit- 
marian:and the mote he humbled hicaſclf, the 
more did al _ bim, great and litle.In ſuch 
ſorte that here he gaincd the ſurname ot Holy 
father by which afterwards be was called 
chroughout all India. Tbey artiued at Mozam: 
bicum inthe end of Auguſt, where they ftaied 
all the winter , vatill the April followings 
There he was (cfving the ſick of the Nauy in 
the Kings Hoſj tal : and by the ny" 
q 0 


to the »uy 


Lord mm 
ould 4, 


) the Mk 
loſe 
ded 
any 
| fail, 


f big 
ticus 


3- feucr, with great danger of his life : and 
upht Dicw, Pecan» certain honorable and 
wi to carry him to their houſe there to take 


- as he was, he got vp to hear the confeſſions 


\Chriſtians , but really are not fo ;' ſafe only 
in name. Finally vpon. the fixth of May; in 
the fear one thouſandfiuc hundred forty two 


bis great labours , he fell fick of a malignant 
rich men , offering 


care of him , he would by no means Cone 
ſeat thereunto.  defiring tody inthbat pouerty 
in which he had lived : poor amongſt the 
poor , fick amongſt the other fick, And being 


of thoſc that were in danger,and to aſſiſt them 
that were a dying. And to great was his cha- 
rity , that a ſhip-boy lying vpon the ground, 
abandoned by all, and frantike , and out of 
bicoſelf , without all human hopes of beiog 
able to confeſſe , the tather fearing the dams 
nation of that foul, and defiriog its ſaluation, 
and begging it of our Lord with many tears, 
he roſe vp, and took hia and put him in his 
own bed: and the fick perſon as he wasetitring 
into it , ſuddenly returned vnto himſelf , and 
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he was 4 man of God : ſhewed him great ref- 


him to vſc it according to his own pleaſure, 


thenceforth they two were as it were one: 
(oul and onc heart, Afterwatds he viſited the 
poor of the hoſpital, and beganto ſerue then; 
there his bed was at the feetof that fick- per- 
ſon who wavin greateſt danger, adminiſtri 
the Sacraments to thoſe who needed them. 
| Tothe poor of S.Lazarus he gaue himſclf the 
moſt holy communion, gathered muth alms; 
partly. what he begg'd from door to door, and 
partly what was offer'd him , arid diſtributed 
it in the priſons and hoſpitals, that he might 
cxercize metcy not only towaFds the ſouls; 
but alſo towatds the bodics of the affiited. 
Byt it ſeeming to-him,that'to conuett the Tri« 
fidelsto our holy faith, it was fitſt tieceſſaty to 
reform the liucs of the Chriſtians; ard to take 


conſeiied to the father , and he adminiſtred'] outot the commonwealth the ſcandals {arid 


ynto him the Sacraments of Communion and 
extreme Vndtion,& the ſame day he dyed with 
great ſignes of his ſaluation. From Mozambi- 
cum the fifteenth of March he embarked for | 
Goa bcing not as yet well recovered : they 
came to Melinda , where he was inctedibly | 
comforted for having found 4 great and fair 
croſs of matble, gilt and ſtanding vp in that 
'countrey of the Morcs. From Melinda they 
went to Zocotora . which is an lland'in the 
coaſt of Africa , whoſe natives are held for 


they arrived at Goa, thirteeh months aſter they 
had ſct ſail from Lisbon. 

But who can in 4 few words explicate the 
miſerable eſtate in which Father Francis found | 
that city? and how in4 ſhort time hechanged, 
and reformed it , and the means which be 
vicd to make in the hearts of the inhabitants 
of it ſo notablea change ? Fot the city of Goa 
was at that time aſtnk of vices, and as it wete 
2 general fair of all nations , of Portugeſes, 
Mahumetans.; Pagans ,and others of very 
different ;and diſtant kingdoms ; who lived 
without God, and without law : but in a fey 
months that the father was there ; be left it 
ſo well cultivated , that it ſcem'd to be & pa- 
radife of dclights.Firſt of all he went co viſit 
the Biſhop, who at that tiwe was lohn Albo- 
quertius ,and vety humbly and modeſtly de- 
clared vnto him who he was , why he came, 
and who fent him : and gave him the Popes 
Brict, in which be made him his Nuntio Apo- 
ſtolical in India, telling him , that he would | 
not-make yſe of it, nor of, the.facultys which | 
he brought , batſo far as bis Lordſhip, ſhould | 
command hum, caſting himſelf at bis fect, agd | 


| the people 6f that countrey ; 


ſtumbliog blocks ; which by thcit bad lives 
they put before the Infidels , he refolued to 


morning tothe Portugheſes, atd fo he did in 
the Church of our Lady of the Rofary , and 
aftce dinner to theChriſtiansof the Eountreyz 
_ beſides this'be ctertifed' birtiſelf in teas 
ching the ehildreh , and/ipnorant people the 
Chr tiandbAric ! the ahh be nm with 1 
'hngulac example 6f bumility /: dcuotion,, and 
charity. For being Nuntis Apoſtolical , agd 
ſent by the Pope with {6 great power into 
India , he weit abowt the city with X litle 
bell and in the ſtreets,and'tnarketoplaces ,clce 
vated his voice and faid : Faithful Chriſtians, 
friends of Feſus Chriſt , ſend yourthildren, boyes 
and girls, your then-flaues\ and Yomen-ſlauer, 
rd tbe boly do Prin fot the loue'sF God. At this 
cry of ticauen, never befote | hard in that 
cotintrey, 4 great tiuwberof all fortes of people 
rafi to hear him. and teceined bis words: as 
the words of God ; and the ' holy'man-di#fo 
accommodate himſclf tothe 'tHpacity of 4 

auditors, that t6'the endth@ they'might bets 
ter yaderRand hirh, he remeber. meer 

vly' ahd a 

one. that leatn9't6 fpeak*1/5nd fn his mouth 
that language ſeem'd to-be the language of 
heaven , and edificd, moncd fo' compuriftion 
and aſtoniſhed thoſe that heard him; tor he 're- 
preſcated vnto them the Apoſtle's. Paul, | 

made himſe/f# Grecian! with heGreeiins, at 
Hebrew with the Hebrews,and all with'all. By 
this means of the Chriſtian-Do@rin, it is'in- 
credible what fruit Father Francis wrought 
in Goa, and from thenee wes derived ints 
the other Provinces of Fndiz*t fot the fathers 
of the Society that afterwards followed him; 
by the counſel and example of the ſaute father, 
vndertook this ERerciſe with ſuchferudr, that 


begging his Bleſſing. The Biſhop adwicing | 
the humility of the father, and knowing that | 
Tom, 2s 


the more ordinary ſongs: of childres' int the 
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pet, and gave him back his bricf, catrcating * ——= 
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preach every Sunday , and Holy-day in the | 
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' face , nor ſay that it was the ſame city. 
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ſchools; of traucllersiathe bigh ways, of the | 
mariners in the ſea, and of lat orers in their 
houſes ,and in the field , were the praicrs of 
the Catechiſm. In theſe holy. occupations he 
ſpent five months, with an vnwearicd feruor, 
and continuation , whereby fauored and afſi- 
ſcd by the grace of our Lord, he accompliſhed 
that which ſeemed impoſſible to have been 
done in many .ycars : for the people that came 
to confeſs vato him were ſo many that he 
wasnot ableto. ſatisfy the tenth part of them. 
Many communicated often ,and the lives of 
tholc that frequented the Sacraments , were 
uch: different from what they were wont to 
be before: there were no enmitys, nor diſcords, 
nor, Vſurics : 6| gotten goods were reſtored, 
the priſons and boſpitals were viſited , and 
many .and great alms were diſtributcd. Many 
Portugbeſes broke oft their bad amity with 
their women-ſlaucs , whom they ſet tree, and 
artried many of them ;In fine the whole city 
of Goa was ſo changed for the better, that 
one who bad ſcen it before in ſo foul and 
miſerable 3 condition , could not know its 


But our Saint although he was with his 
body in Goa, be did not torbear tothink vpon 
the converſion ot all India, ans withan inſati- 
able. thirſt which. be had of cooperating to 
the faluatiog of the ſouls of. thoſe Pagans, he 
often treated with. God , and with himſelf a» 
bout what he was todo, tocnlighten them, & 
to diaw them, out of the captivity of Sathan. 
He: ynderitogd that in the:end of Comori- 
pum , which by..another name they callthe 
coaſt of Piſcaria or; fiſhing (becauſe in it they 


he did and ſuffer'd ſeem'd litle vnto him,and 
according to the meaſure of his labour \Was 


with bis own bands more then forty thouſand 
perſons , and ypon one day he baptized 4 
whole town , wherewith he was {o wearied 
that he was not able to lift Vp his arms . nor 
to ſpeak. More then a thoutand died after 
they bad recciued Baptiſm, to whom the holy 
father recommmended himſelf , as to fouls 
that enjoyed God. He taught the Chriſtian 
doarin, in the morning the boys, and 1D the 
evening the girls,ſo perteAly, that they tavpht 
their parents, and others their kindred , and 
acquaintance ; and were fo zealous, thatthe 

accuſed them betore the father , it any ottheg 
oucrcom by the enemy, returned totheirIdos 
fatries, and took the Idols of their parents and 
trampled them voder foot, & ſpit vpon them, 
and broke them in peeces : and the good tz. 
ther was much plealed herewith, that the de. 
uils who had been honorcd and adored by 
the parents , ſhould be beaten down , and 
trodden vpon by their children. He went all 
the year long from place to place , prouiding 
whatſocuer ſeem'd neceſiary vnto him, forthe 
rcuiving and increaſing of Chriſtianity : and 
the ſame did for his part brother Francis Man- 
filla, But becauſe the towns were many, and 
they were only two, and were not ablety 
ſatisſy ſuch amultitude of neceſſities, he choſe 
in cucry town, one, two, or thiee men-of 
ms _ , and vnderſtanding, and'of 
better lives,and inftruRted them more ſubſtan» 
tially inChriſtian Religion,andin the manner 


fiſþ, for peals..), there was ,great nuwber 
of . Chriſtans \deſtitute'of..all- .inſtruRion., 
Who. had. only..the- pame.;of Chriſtians: , 
apd had; cauſcd.theaſelves to be baptized, 
rather to behelped:,and defended by the Por- 
tughcſcs, againſt the Morcs;who oppreficd 
» thcg:98t-of zeal , and; defire of their 
lugtion .:.20d -becaule their countrey was 
aren , and. very; ſubjeR to, the injuries of 
bcauen, formany,years they had had no Prieſts 


nor waſters194pſtrudt them; be judging their , 


neccſlity.to, be. extreme, ,O51in 3 manner: cx- 
1cme, , ang! that there was.-not that nced of 
his, preſcnce,inghe.city of Goa , asked leaue 
ofthe Biſhop andthe Vice-Roy, and departed 
jor that place, taking wh, biw Brother Fran- | 
cis Manklla ,,in the month of ORober,inthe 
year one: thoyſand-fiue hundred forty two, 
and by. the fauor of our Lord arriued there in : 
the. gonth of November , and with incredible. 
wearines, bupger ;thirſt, nakednes, and po- 
ucity, , he went through all that countrey 
(which. is fiftyJeagyes in length.) and viſited 
thirty towns and villages that ate init,al waics 
on.-toot . and many-times barefoot, with ſo 


of baptizing , to the end that in hisablence, 
| andin vigent caſes they might be able todo 
it : and by theſe men, whom in their tongue 
the, Malauarians call Canacapoles , and in 
ours 13 as much as to ſay. Procuraiors ofthe 
Church, the father remedied wary things, 
and found ſome to help him in the cultiuauny 
of that vineyard which was ſo ſawage , and 
wantcd tilling. And that the fruit might be 
the greater , our Lord began to illuſtrate our 
Saint with many and great miracles, of which 
we will ſpeak in their place : and ſo mary 
were the ſick; Chriſtians, and Pagans which 
called him to cure them, and ſo great was his 
Charity and readines to go tothe , thatthey 
took vp all the time which he had to ſpend 
in weightier matters. He ſcing that this was 
a great hindrance to him , reſolued to ſend to 
the fick that were abſcat,certain of the bigger 
boys, and beſt inſtzufed , to do that for bim, 
which be would haue done by himſelf, it bc 
had been able. The boyes carried with them 
ſomething or other of the Fathers S. Francis, 
as bis Beads , Croſs, or Reliquary which he 
wore about hisneck : and being come where 


great fervor »apGzubile of bcatt, chatall that | 


& 


the ſick party. was, they aflembled the neigh: 
bouth 


the fruit which our Lord, who carricd and dew 
moued him, wrought by him : for he baptized vu, 
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——— bourhood , and made all that were preſent | and obtained leaue of him , hehaptized innue 

_— } . fy ſo many times the Creed, and the other | merable Pagans his vaſlals, of the people 

BW rraiers of the Catcchiſm , and then admoni- | called Machoas, who defired to receive the Dooiss 

Dicw Y 33% 12.4 the fick perſon to haue faith , and he | faithofChrif. After that he had well inſtruted ns 
om ſhould recciue health : the which God our | them inthe myſteries of our boly Religion, 
Lord (faies the tather himſelf in 4 letter ) for | he madethen break in pecces their idols, and 
his inhigite mcrcy , and for the faith of thoſe | throw down the temples , in which they had 
that were preſent, and ot thoſe that were lick, | adored them. Butthe devils to revenge them= 
aue them in body , and in foul, drawing | ſelues of the holy father and of the new Chris 
them by this means to the knowledpe , and | ſtians incited the Badeges to fall vpon them; 
obedience of his holy law, Theſe are the | andſo all on the ſudden the Barbarians with- 
| words of the Bleiſed father , attributing out | out any ones thinking of them ruſhedin vpon 
of his humility the health which God gave | them, and with their coming and clamours 
through his interceſhon tothe fick , to their greatly terrified the Chriſtians, who had nci- 
own faith , and to the ſaith of thole that were | ther arms to refit , nor Other place to ſaus 
preſent. Here allo he conugited an old Brach- | themſelues in. But the father hearing the 
| tan, Who for his learning , and ſuperſtition, | news hereof , with bended knees , and cycs 
and great authority , wasa great ſnare of Sa- | lifted vp to heaucn, he made 4 ſhort and ters 
. than , and enemy of the Chriſtian Religion : | norous praicr ; and-went forth-to meet the 
who being conuinced by the father Francis of | enemies: and all-alone and withour armes, 
' his deceits , and illuminated with the light of | withan iuvincible courage ,and with acom- 
, of heauen , opened theeyes ot his vaderſian- | manding look and geſture, oppoled himſelfto 
: ding to know the truth,and cmbraced it with | that furious , and armed multitude, and repre 
J his will , and made. himſelt 4 Chriſtian, to | hending them for their infidelity t >wards God, 
( the admiration, and aſtoniſhment of all the | and for their cruelty towards men, the army , 
\ Brachmans, and Pagans, and by hiscxawple | without ſetting one ſtep- forwards ; loſt their 
5 many weze conuerted. hercenes , and courage, and returned back a+ 
q Leaving in Piicaria the beſt Order that he | gain, without doing any barm to: the coun- 
could, he returned to Goa, to treat with the | trey , or medling with the Chriſtians; who 
a Vice-Roy, and the Biſhop, ccrtain/bulineſſes | by this fauor,and defence of our Lotd, became 
of importance about the ſcruice of our Lord, | mote confirmed in the faith , and 'more pbe- 
© andthe increalc of Chriſtianity : and having | dient to' Father Francis: and the king of Tras 
py diſpatcht thele , recommending to F, Paul | uancoris was ſo Rruck ;ithat he commanded 
'of Camertes, the carc ,and goucrnment of the | to be proclamed throughout his whole king- 
Y new Colledge of Goa( which the father Friar | dom, that all ſhould -from thence forward 
Tames Barba had begun for 4 Seminary of | obey the Great Father (for ſo he call'd him) 
= new-conuented children: and then by the in- | as his own Royal peiſon; Buthereqpherehe 
Þ ſtance and command ofthe King Don-Iobn, | was honored by the -pood , he wa# not lefs 
2. was Committed to the charge ot the Society) perſecuted by the bad : for beſides the ambu- 
q4 he forthwith returned to Pilcaria,taking with | ſhes and:dangers, out of which our Lord de- 
te him certain vertuous Sccular Pricſts , & other | livered him from the Pagans ,- whio reſented 
youths well inſtruſted ofthoſe that had been | as death itſelfthe deſttuRtion of their Idols 5 
th brought vp in the ſame Colledge of Goa, He | the'very Chriſtians io name , but-Pagans ine 
I came to Piſcatia, and diſtributed the-work- | manners!, being not able to enduie the re- 
— men which he brought with him , and had a | prehenfion of their publik , and ſcandalous 
» yery great occalion ot exerciſing his charity : | vices, many times ſought hint to-kill'him,and 
Fra for the Badeges , a fierce and ſauage people, | in the night put fire to the houſes whete he 
hi and enemies of the Chriſtians, ran through | lodged : but our Lord was with him and pro» 
rev all that countrey ,\ burning, and deſtroying | tected him, & by his grace the father wrought 
h it : and'the poor Chriſtians were forced yo | very great fruit in that countrey, building in 
wm withdraw themſclues to fy out of their. hands, | it many Churches, andilluminatcd thoſe peos 
, , and to ſuffer much, loſing their houſes and ple with his heauenly do&rin, who'follow'd 
n- goods, But father Francis with his praiers, | him with ſogreat devotion, that he' was for- 
| = yalour, and prudencerelicucd, andcomforted | ced to preach in'the fields, by :reaſon of the 
_ them, and procured maintenance and neceſ- | preat concurs of people who cane from all 
fo faty proviſion to be ſent them from other | parts to'hcar him: The people of the Hand of 
T parts, that they might not dy of hunger ; and | Manatia moued by the example of the Para« 
4. Fi a good Paltor , he omitted to do nothing, | ua's , and Machoa's , defired to imitate their 
"” to gather together thole ſheep of Chriſt, that | neighbors,and to make themſclucsChbriftians, 
he were ſcattered and afflicted. Atterwards he | co whomthe father becauſe he could not go 
| paſſed ro the kingdom ot Travancoris ,and | hicſclf ſent one of the Prieſts his compani- 
having firſt gained-the good will of the king, | ons, to baptize them ;and 1n'4 village called 
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tyranny, the devil being quite confounded to 
ſee that he went out of that body, not by the ,_ 3+ 
command of the Father , but of one of the © 
boys that he carried along with bim , and but ***d 
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"3 Jafanapatana who was a Pagan ; anda great 
Dzcxw- enemy of the Chriſtians , fearing that his cl- | 


' pza, der brother ( from whom he had-taken away 


his kingdom ) ſhould make himſclf a Chrb 
ſian, and by the help of the Portugheſes re- 
cover his kingdom , commanded that village 


' to be burnt, and deſtroy'd, and more then 


fix bundted perſons, that had receiued boly 
Baptiſm to be ſlaughter'd. 
. In the Jland of Ceylan , our Saint conhir- 
wet the ſecond ſon of the king , who for that 
he had made himſelf 3 Chriſtian , was afraid 
leaſt the king his father ſhould command him 
to be kill'd, as he had don his cldeſt ſon,and 
fix hundred other perſons, our Lord having 
by prodigics of heauen, and earth , declared 
the truth of our boly rcligion: for when they 
killed the Pxince , there was ſeen a croſs of 
fre in the air , and the earth where he was 
buricd opencd itſelf in form of 3 Croſs. And 
although the Mores and Pagans cndcauored 
to conceal the miracle, filling that place with 
earth , it ill open'd again, and the ſame form 
of 3 Croſs rewained. From Ccylan he went 
In pilgrimage to Malipur, where is the Sepul- 
cher of the glorious Apdſtle Saipt Thomas, 
and he was ſeuen daics in this voyage with- 
out cating any thiop, ſuſtaining bimſclf with 
the delights, and divin conſolations which 


our Lord granted him by means of his holy . 


Apoſtle all along his journey : and being arri- 
ucd at Malipur ,he ſtayed there three or four 
months in the houſe of the Vicar , ſpending 
the day in gaining the ſouls of his neighbours, 
and 'a}moſt all the night in the Church in 
prajer, beſeeching our Lord with many tears, 
and ardent deſires ,that ſcing he bad brought 
him into India , to enlighten that Gentility 
ſo blind, and ſo extended through ſo many , 
and fo diſtant , and barbarous countreys, 
he would be pleaſed to giue him ſome ſmall 
part of the ſpirit which he gave to bis holy 
Apoſtle Saint Thomas (whom he propoſed to 
himſelf to imitate )-to gather the fruit which 
the boly Apoſtle had ſow'n, and to renew the 
heavenly doin which he had taught them: 
and he recommended himſelf with great affe- 
Rion to the ſame holy Apoſtle, taking him for 
his guide and maſtcrfor his Aduocate andProe 
tector.Praying bere one night in the Church, 
the deuits handled him very rudely, and gaue 
tim ſo many , and ſo gricuous blows ,that he 
was forced to keep his bed , he was fo ſore 
of them : but when he was well again , he 
returned like a valorous loldier to the battle; 
and although the deuils went about to terrify 
and affright him they could neuer do it, but 
rather be got ſuch x command , and power 
ouer them that ſending A boy newly conucr= 
tcd, to I certain rich man' who was there and 


a Neophite. 
From Saint Thomas's he went to Malaca 
one of the prime citys of Jadia , but much 
overzun With vices , and very torgettull of 
God : but aſter that they began to hear the 
do&rin of heaucn which the tather preached 
vnto them , admiring on the one fide at the 
lanQity of his life, and onthe other arthe fame 
which went of his miracles, 4 great change 
was made in the Jiues of the Chriſtians , and 
in the reformation of their manners, Al- 
though the father did not ceaſe to advertiſe 
them in his Sermons, that God would Price 
ouſly chaſtize them , as he did chaſtizethem 
with a ſtrait fiege , and with 4 crucl plague 
which they ſuffer'd. By this chaſtizement they 
were made more gentle , and by ſcing their 
holy preacher ſo zealous of their good , that 
after having laboured, and wearied himſelf 
all the day , in the nights he went with 4 
litle bell about the ftreets , calling ypon all 
the faithfull with a lowd voice torecommend 
to our Lord the ſouls in Purgatory , and to 
pray for them.Here alſo he cured a fick youth, 
who was dumb , and poſlcſſcd by the deuil, 
Allthe world ſecmed litle to S. Xauerius; 
and indeed to his heart it was but litle ; and 
he loue of our Lord which burnt in hisbreaſt, 
made him ſeek outnew occaſions to kindle it 
ſouls the fire of the ſame Joue, He vaderſtood 
that in the Hand of Mazacar there was matter 
diſpoſed to take this fire , aud to go thither 
he embarked for the Hand of Amboynum , 
which was in the way , where be foundſeucn 
towns of Chriſtians without any Prieſt, He 
went to them all , baptizing the children , 
healing the fick, and burying the dead :and 
there hauing arrived there 4 Nauy from New 
Spain , which brought Don Ferdinand of 
Sofa, and Tauora, ill handled, and withmany 


poſleſied by the deuil, he freed bim from his | 


ſick , he with his charity recciued them,took 
cate of them), ſerued them, and provided them 
of -whatſocuer he could : procuring allo that 
others: ſuccoured them with their alms. And 
becauſe 2 rich merchant made difficulty togive 
what the father asked ( becauſe it was ſo 
much.) for the relief ofthoſe poor fick people, 
be adviſed him to enlarge bis charity : for that 
very ſhoxtly he ſhould dy in that Iland ,and 
1 -auc his riches, which by the hands of thoſe 
poor people he might ſend before him to hea» 
uen. The merchant belicucd him, anddid fo, 
and dyed within a ſhort time asthe father had 
foretold him : who being 2 litle after in the 
Iland of Tervate, had & reuclation ofhis death, 
and bad thoſe that heard his Maſs recommend 
to God the ſoul of Iohn de Arauz( for ſothe 
merchant was call'd ) who was dead in Aws 


boynum 


boynur, more then ſcuenty leagues diſtant 


from Termte. With this fcet of Ferdinand 
* de Soſa came 2 Prieſt called Colmus 
"res, 4 learned and prudent, man , w 


fe Toi- 
o ſcing 
Father Francis , was afte&ed towards him, as 
if he had ſeen an Angel of heaven, and af- 
tcrwards at Goa entred into the Society and 
did ſo imitate the ſame Father Francis that 
he came to be an Apoſtolical man, and the 
father ( aſter bim ) of all Chriſtianity in la- 
pony ,as ſhall be ſaid aftexwards, Jt was told 
our Saint, that there was an Iland called Mo- 
rus, inbabited by 4 people (whole anceſtors 
had been baptized ) but ſo cruel and barba-» 
rous, that no body could converſe with them 
without notable danger of his life, and he rc- 


folued to go-to- this Iland , to belp. thoſe. | 


men , in whom there were ſcarce left any 
footſteps of faith ,,or humanity. His friends 
wentabout to perſwade him not togothither, 
repreſenting vnto-nim the ſharpnes, barren 
nefs, and horridnes of the countrey , andthe 
earthquakes there ,the brutiſhnes of the na- 
tives, who ſeemed rather tobe monſters,and 
criel beaſts, then, men , ſons killing their fa- 
thers, and fathers their ſons: but nothing was 
fufficient to-divert him from his intenuon , 
nor 1o- wake him take any preſeruatives a» 


gainſt the .poyſon ( which alſo that people. 


make. vſc.of to. murther withall ) for he put 


all /his'hopein God, and, armed herewith, | 
and with the force of, his ſpirit, he ran, Quer. 
all-the Itand ,yifiting.and lepifying the inha- 
bizapts ; and:with the light ,,and iweetnes of 
the Ghoſpel'tamed.ang citulized them, being 


amongſt they with an admirable ſecurity and 
peace of foul : and lo great were the heauenly 
comforts which be received in thatIland, that 
himſelf ſaid that it was. not to be called the 


and of Morus , but the land of hope,, and: 
'thatiſbe ſbouldliue wavy daiesin it,he ſhould' 
*Jole his cycs 'mercly with trars of comfort, 
Haviog:then.been in the tJand. of Morus 


and: having, fetled things in the beſt manner 


hat he could, he returned to Ternate, where) 
he gauec- order. for the building of 4 houſe of 
the Society , tothe cud that ours might with! 
more caſe attend to the,converfion of the Pa- 
\pats ,and tothe inftruRion ot the Chriſtians 


of all thoſe llands of Molyca. From Ternate 
he went to. the haven of Amboynum ,'and 
took ſhip-for. Malaca , and there tound two 
Fathers of. the. Society who had cone from 
'Goa by his Order, and were called Iohn de 
Veira, and; Iohn de; Ribera, and heſentthem 


to Ternate to live in the houſe which he had |. 


'begun there. Ws 2 Pig RE 2** 

-.. Aft this time that he was in Malaca there 
:happened' 4 certain thing, which wade, him 
ery fawous and admired throughout all India. 
,Fhete; came a Navy ot the King of Azen all 
61 the ſudden vpon Malaca : they were not 


; Tom. 3s 


| 
| 


| 
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able to take the fort as they thought to have 
done , but burnt certain ſhips of the Portu- 
oheſes which were in the haven , and then D 
retired. Saint Xaucrius cauſed to be repaired , , 
and made ready certain broken and ſhattered 
trigots, and would haue them purſue the fleet 
of the enemy: and although be met with great 
difficultys, he ſurmounted them , and anima+ 
ed the people , to whoa it ſeemed raſhnes 
that 4 few Portugheſe ſoldicrs ſhould go to 
hghe againſt fue thouſand Az:nois , and 
| Turks , and eight of our (hips againſt (ixty of 
the enemics. But, his authority , and the opj- 
nion of his ſanGlity was able to do ſo much, 
that the Chriſtians went out of Malaca to ſeck. 
out the Barbarians: & the whole city being in 
luſpcnſe ang in greattear, and lamenting the 


loſs of our fleet, the Saint in 4 certain Sermon 


reprehended them, and exhorted them to giue 
thanks to God our Loyd, for the vitory which 
he bad giucn them , declaring the day , and 
hour, and the manner of the battle , as if he 
had ſeen it with his cyes , and telling them 
' when our flect was to return viforious,and 
loaded with the ſpoils of the enemies : and 
accordingly they returned to Malaca with 
five. and twenty ſhips of the Azcaois, havin 
luak the reſt , and killed. four thouſand ke 
their meo,/ with the loſs of only four Chriſtie 
ans; and this accident being {oullvitrious, and 
ſo well known, it ſpread itſelf throughout 
| - af Y © - P 
all Jodia , and wade ous Saint very famous, 


He being here at Malaca, and icady to return 
to Goa (whither the abligation of his office 


called him )-to ſee the eſtate of Chriſtianity, 


and the fathers and brothers who ſince he 
came from thence were cotae out of Portu- 
gal to help him, and to diſpoſe of them into 


\ diucrs parts: he was told of che Ulands of Jas 


| 


:yernots, and of the wit ep manners of 


[ 


pony, ( which two years before had been diſ- 


covered by.the Portugheſes)of their greatnes, 
number » ityation '& 


- 


the 
Natives: and principally of the errors - which 


they. had jn their ſeQts, and fals Religion, and 
| of their diſpoktion to receive the true; Reli- 
gion of Chriſt our Redeemer, He had this ine" 


tormation. from a Japonian called Angerug, 
who came out of Iapopy itſelf, to communi» 


;Cate, with the father the remorſe of his cone 


ſcience, which much affliicd him for certain 
fins. he, bad committed in his youth : ang 


HC. 


ſtance, Kings, and.Go» 
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| departed from Malaca vpon S. Iohn Bapti 

. aptiſt 
day in the aboue-ſaid year : and a i "3? 
the wind of the holy Ghoſt which cattied Drew. 
him , he arrrived jn Iapony , at the city of ** 
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uants,and he was called Paul of the Holy Faith, 
3, becauſe he was baptized in the Colledge of 
Decew- Saint Paul of the Socicty. Vpen the informa- 
»z% tion which the ſame Paul gaue him , the fa- 


ther reſolued to go in perſon into Japony, to 
diſcover to that blind people, the firit :aies 0! 
the Ghoſpel , andto ſabjce& them to the tweet 
yoke of our Loid, But vpon the knowledge 
of this reſolution, it is nut caſy to belicue 
the reſentment which all the city bad of it, 
and the combats which be ſuffered rom thoſe 
without , and from thofe within , to divert 
bim trom that vovage , as being more then 
thirtecp hundred leagues long, and new, and 
dangerous , by reaſon of the inconſtancy,and 
rouphnes of the ſeas ,and fury of the winds, 
and the tnultitude and cruelty of the Pyrates, 
propoſing vnto him that he ought no to ha- 
2ard his life , cn which depended the life of 
ſo many , and the good and faſety of that part 
of Chriſtendom. Nothing of all they ſaid vnto 
bim, nor the teais which many ſhed , were 
able to make any breach in that invincible 
breaſt, which was like a ſtrong rock , that 
breaks in peecesall the waues of the ſea which 
beat againſt it. Armed then with the conh- 
dence which he had in God, and inflamed 
with-2 zeal of his glory ,and of the ſaluation 
©f ſouls , he tnade no account of the difficul- 
tys , dangers ,and incommoditys of that voy- 
age, But he diſtributed immediately the fa- 
thers & brothets that were come out of Poxty- 
pal through the towns of Coulan,S. Thomas, 
alaca "Holucum : Mazainum , ArmuZzium 
(for father Antony Criminalis was already in 
the coaſt of Piſcaria ) giving them- Orders of 
what'cucry one was to do 1n bis flation and 
piviog theiti twuch in cbarge the care which 
cyery one was to bavue : fiſt of his own ſalua- 
tiog and perfeRion, andaſterwatds ofthat of 
'bis fe aeny ,and of the loue and ſweetnes 
with which they wetc to gain the affeRtions 
of the Infidels ,rathe end they might congent 
'thiens ; atdto anitmatethe new Conhuctts. 
He left at Goa in his place, atid as his Vi- 
Ear, Father Paul Camertes, giving him inſtru» 
Aicns about all that he was to do, and with 
the Iaponian Paul of the holy faith , newly 
Ednuerted , and Farther Coſmius de Torres,and 
'btother tohn Ferdinand, and ſowefew other 
cotdpanions, he went forth of Goa and put 
to ſea ,in the month of Aptil inthe year one 
thouſand fine hungred and forty nine'!: and 


having ſaylcd profperouſly forty daics, be atri- - 
- ued at Malaca the laſt day of May. There 
whilſt he expe&cd the time of fayling, be was 


not idhe (for his ſpizit could notbe idle ) bur 
be did great, profitable , & miraculous things, 
ant becauſe be had not the commodity of a 
Portogbefe ſhip to go into Iapony , he put 
himfelt in the bark of 3 Captain of China , 


who ptomjſed to carty him into Tapony : he 


Cangoxima, the countrey of Paul of the bo! 
faith , vpon the day of the whine fk 
| tion of our Lady. The fauor of our Lord 
cleerly appearcdin that voyage, by the many 
different » and grieuous impedirnents which 
the devil put tohinder it. For the Captain of 
the baik being I Chineſe, he pretended rather 
to go to his own countrey then to lapony 
making no account of his promiſe : and being 
1 Pagan he had an Idol , or devil in the erg 
ot his veſſel , which he Kill conſulted whar 
he was to do , and what would be the ſucceſs 
of that voyage 7 and the deuil who had ade. 
fre to ſtop father Francis , gave anſwers ac» 
| cordingly : and 4 daughter. of the Captaing 
bauing taln into the ſca, and being drowned 

| the devil being asked the cauſe of that wif. 
fortune ? anſwered, that the: daughter of the 
Captain had not dyed , ifone- of the compas 
nions of father Francis , called Manycl had 
dyed, and a litle before had faln from the 
top of the ſhip into the pump ,andalthough 
he burt bimfelfdid not dy. And vponthisthe 
| Captain who reſented much the death of his 
daughter , giving credit tothe deuil, conueis 
ved a great hatred of Saint Francis, deeming 
that for his ſake that diſaſtet bad-befilo hin; 
Bot tbe father withthat grearand fecure cons 
fidence which he had in IB VS CHRIST; 
knowing him to be the Lotd ofthe (cas, and 
winds , and of the very deuils , he ncutr 
feared them , nor in lo great and preſeatdaw 
gers made aty reckoning of ther, Andaccors 
dirigly our Lord againſt the will of the Cap» 
tain , fo conduRted- him, that he artitied/( as 
we haveſaid) in Iaporiy at Gangoxzima, There 
he was very kindly received by the kindred 
and friends of Pau} , and by the Magiltraits 
themſelues , all wondering to'ſes Chiiltian 
Prieſts in their countrey, come out of Europe, 
not for ſpices, gold, filuer, pearls.; and pre- 
tious ſtones, but to bring them the light of 
heauen, and to draw theta out of the dark» 
nes of their errors, The wiſe , and davghtcr, 
and many ofthe kindred , and friends of Paul 
were converted to our holy' faith : and the 
King of Saxuma having granted leaue that 
his ſubjefts might freely make themſclues . 
Chriſtians , maty , and awovgſt them two 
Bonzics (who ate their Prieſts F xecei 

watcr of holy Baptiſm without any contri 
 diftion of the people, or repugnancy of their 
relations. Afterwards the number of t 
that were conucrted more incteaſed , by the 
miracles which God wrought at 'Cangoxian 
by Father Francis , for there he raiſed to lik 
the daughter of z rich Gentleman a Pagad 


\andeured 3 lepes: and the people amazed:al 
ſo great 
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—_—_ ſo great wonders , began to look vpon him, 1 danger of theeues, and father Francis loaded 
Die: 3- 20d to reuerence him as a man come from |\ with ihe ornamenis for to ſay Mais , and with - —— 
in, B46 heaucn. Bur the Bonzys fegring that by che | the baggage of his maſter, went after himon __ 3- _ 
Mt preaching of the Goſpel, their tals religion | foot , through the ſnow , and many times Pain 
would fall, and their rents, and alms be die | barefobt, through the bogs, and rivers he was ***® 
miniſhed, they perſwaded the king, to com- | to pals , hurting his feet with the ones, and 
mand vnder grievous penaltys , that in his }thoras which be met with. But he weat Tv! 
countrey all ſhould keep their ancient Reli- | 4bſtrafted, and as it were opt of himſelf an 
gion , and not receive that which the father | ſo tranſported into God , that he feemed't6 . 
reached : who hauing ſtaied there 4 year, | have no ſenſe of any labor, nor of the words 
| Fering moſt gricuous iryuries, and incom- | and ſhowings which he heard ſometime, y- 
woditics, leaving there Paul with cight bun- | pon the way fromthe Iaponians, ts (ee ſych 
dicd new Chriſtians , much afffited becauſe | a poor ſtranger, holding hnin'for 4 foot ot K 
he lcit them , he departed with his compa- | mad man. Being arriucd at Meaco , he could 
hions tor Firandum, where in 4 few daics 3 | not get audience of the King, for that the' 
hundred perſons becameChriſtians,the which | guards would not permit him to enter ;deti- 
ke recommended to Father Coſmus of Torres, | ding of his perſon. He deſired to preach ity 
and he with Jobn Ferdinand went to Aman | the city, but it wzs in ſuch 4 tumult, and with 
gucium, a great rich, and populous city, Here | (o great tear of war , that he thought he 
by writing (tor he had not yer perteRly learnt | ſhould not be heard, wherefore r:commen- 
the Iaponian tongue ) he preached every day | ding bimſe}fto ourL ord , he refolucd to re- 
i the publike places;and much people fock- | turn to Amanguciuns,, becaule it yas 4 prin- 
ed together , and ſome hear'd him with guſt, | Eipal city ( as we hawe faid ) and as having 
and others with diſlike , and many ſcofied at | hopes of a mote plentify || haructt there and 
him, bolding him for a mad mart, and treated | ſo he returned with the fame labor , and ia- 
him as ſuch , and the boys, and the populace | commodity that he had ce we. | | 
petlecuted him , and laughed ar what he had | © At Amangucium he werrt vato the King , 
reached. But ſome of the more prudent,and | and immediately'they gaue him entrance, and 
df better quality , admiring at the patience , | he was reecjucd by him with great cluility, 
and mecknes ofthe father, beard him in their | and couttely. , eſpecially aftex that he pus 
| own houſes , and the King hicmſclf of Aman- | him the letters of the Vice-Roy', and of the 
| guciu called bim, and would hear his doc+ | Biſhop of India , and certain preſents, which 
| mic, but did not receive it, Bur our Saint | altbough'they 'were not of any great value, 
| 


— — 


— 


raving vndetſtood that the bead of all Iapony | yet becauſe they were new things , and not 
Wasthg city of Mcaco whoſe king the other | ſeen in that countrey, they were much eftec- 
Lins ; and Lords did hotior and obey , he | med by the King , who to anſwet the fathers 
tefolucd to go thither to obtain of the king | courtely, offered him 4 good quantity of gold 
1 petmiſſion go preach the Evangelical law | and filuer; but the tather would not receive 
throbgbour all Iapony. Mcaco'is diſtant froin | it, ſayin, thit He was not &ottic from (9 r6- 
wanpucium, io A dire linc , about 3 hun- mote paits ,fur"any carthly thing , but ogl 
dred and fifty miles : but there are ſo wany | to carry, the ſoul of his Hiptnes ; and the 
bogs , and mountains , and bad paſſages in | ſouls of his ybjeasto heatien teaching them 
the way , that it is neceflary to goabour, and the way.to 0 thithes, which is the knowledge 
make 4 circpit ; and becauſe it was in the || and obedience of one otily and trac God, 
heart of winger, and the colds were very ve- | the Creator of allthings:and of his only be. 
bement, the way was full of faow and yce, | gottca ſon I&fas Chriſt : and therefore he 
and troublefom by reaſon of the warrs, and | beſought bith that he would tae him leave 
not ſecure from. robbers, The father knew | topreach ,and that he would comthand to be - 
not the way,.nor the Iaponiian language, and proclamed, that all bis ſubjeAs that would, 
his very babjt and clothing as of a poor aan, | might freely receive the Chi iſtian Religion, 
wade him" contemptible in the eyes ofthat || The King remained fo ſatisfied with the fa- 
people , who make great account , and pur | ther, and was fo taken with his contempt of 
their honat in being well cloth'd. All theſe | the gold andfiluer which he had offered hich , 
difficultys did the feruorous mind, and the | and which he would not reccine, that 1atime- 
inflamed chajity of this holy man overcome. | diately he gratited.bia all that which he had 
He agreed with ; laponian , who went on | asked of him, and befides 3 Monaſtery of the 
c barſe-back to Meaco that he would accom- | Bontys,which was empty. for him to live in. 
pany bim, and ſerue him as bis lacky all the { Vpon this fauor,and liberality ofthe Kin the 


or 0 wy 


mx ti 0 © =» 


a : | | 

fs JF way, prouided that he would catty him along | people of Amangucium conceiucd an clteem 
', vith him , vacill be had brought him to that | of the perſon of the Father, and of the doQtrin 
af Y ity. The laponian went on horſeback , and | that hetaugbt.Many came to hear him wheri 


at LF many gives code very faſt ,by reaton of the | he preached ( which was twice eucry day) and 
| | to 
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to ask him divers things , about that which | for him toentreat hig to come to him : and = 
he had taught, and about the myſteries of | the father went accompanied by many Poxty. 4, 

our holy religion. And there came alſo to | pheſes who would honor him 2s wellto ſhew Drew 
the Monaſtery where he dwelt, certain Bon- | the eſteem whichtbey bad of him ,as to piye bi). 
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zies,men & women (who are their religious ) 
and many Gentlemen, and people of quality: 

ropoling vnto him ſo many doubts that they 

ept him almoſt all the night without per- 
mitting bim to take any reſt. And although 
he ſpent many daies hercin , and the Japoni- 
ans teſtified, that what the father taught them 
was contormable to reaſon, no body reſolued 
to he a Chriſtian,it being a far diffcrent thing 
to approuue that which is good , and to put 
it in execution : vatill that one day brother 
John Ferdinand, companion to Father Francis 
preaching in 4 publike place ,zlaponian,that 
was come to hear the ſermon , 4 rude, and 
bold yong man, ſcoffed at hjm,and to diſgrace 
him the more ſpit in bis {ace : the brother 
without being troubled , wiped his face with 
bis banckerctif , and wt:nt on in his ſermon 
with the ſacke ſerenity of countenance as bes, 
fore, Another of the Auditors took notice of 
this, and it ſeeming vato him that that pati- 
ence ,and ſufferange of the brother, was a 
thing more diuin then human , and.that the 
law which he preached could nor but be true, 
ſeing that it faupht him and gauc him yertuc 
to be ſo' mild,and to bear with fo great ſere- 
nity af injury that was done him , he went 
immediately to Father Francis, and beſought 
him to make bim # Chiiftian , and was the 


firſt that at thistime received he faith in A- 


mangucium : to the end that, we might ſee of 
how much more force exampies of, paticnce 
are then words, After this mgn tollowed many 
others, and anjongſt them a yorg man very 
learned, and well exercized ja 
the Japonians, who received Baptiſm, and was 
called Laurence, and refolucd to-cnter into 


the Socicty,.and to conſecrate hjmſelf wholly | 


10 God ; and was one of the'chicfeſ} inſtru- 
rents which his divin Mzjelly took to con- 
vert the Japohians', and te ſpread his holy 
Religion in that Kingdom. So great was the 
fruit which was. wrought in Amangucium , 
that in the ſpace of 4 year three thouſand 
perſons were baptized , and amongſt them 
ſome of them jJcarned,, and of 4. great wit, 
who diſputed with the Bonzics, andconuin- 


. cedthem ot their, errors. Theſe Chriſtians ſo 


erew in vertue. and. piety , that in five and 
twenty years of ſtorms and tempeſts. which 
afterwards they ſuffered, wanting fathers and 
maltersto guid, and teach them , they taught 
one, another , and Kept the do&rin which 
they had receijued from Father Francis. 

So great was now the fame of the ſanity 
and excellency ofhis perſon which had exten- 
ded itfelt throughout all Iapony that the king 

; of Bungo a'very. wile and potent Fricice, ſent: 


"all the ſes of | 


credit to the doAtin he taught , and to dilate 
our. holy Religion. He was received by the 
King of Bungo with extraordinary pomp and 
beneuolence. He diſputed before hun, and be. 
fore all his court many times with the Bon. 
zics , who once came to the dil; ute to the 
number of three thouſand, chooing the moſt 
learned , & ſameus amonglt then; to be the 
mouth ot the.reſt: They were all convinced, 
aſbamed, and confounded, without afy ones 
being able to anſwer, or toreply to that which 
Father Francis ſaid ; and the king himſelf, 
and allthe people admiriog at the truth which 
he taught, and the teruor and modeſty with 
w hich he taught it, acknowledged that it was 
not human dofrin , but come trom aboue; 
Bat whil(t Father Francis was ewployed with 
the king of Bungo , at Amangucium where 
father Coſmus of Torres remained to cultie 
vate that vineyard, there aroſe” an volucky 
tempeſt, that ſpoiled it : for the king of Aman« 
gncium , was deſpoyled of his kingdom by 
one of his vaſlals, and fearing to fall into the 
hands of his ecncmy killed himſclf with his 
own hands, and the new Church ofour Lor 
ſuffered much , although through the prace 
of God this ſtorm was ſoon over: for teking 
dom of Amangucinum was given to. the bro- 
ther of the King of Buogo , who at the ſup 
plication of Father Francis 24 recommendas 
tion of the king his brother, , protedted ang 
fauored the Chriſtians , as did the king of 
Bungo himſelf in his own kingdom, adin 
the others which afterwards he alle ſe 


- 


eſſed , gi» 
uing tothe companions of the father a proper 
houſe todwell in, and leaue to his ſubjefsto 
wake themſeſues Chriſtians * and although 
the king himſelf was not baptized preſently, 
but many years after, yet when hedid wag 
the water of Baptiſm, he took the name 0 
Francis, out of loue and reſpett to the holy 
father , who had had been the firſt, thatillus 
| minated his kingdom with the light of heaucn. 
Saint Xauerivs reſolued to'return. into India: 
firſt to ſend thence more labourers into Ias 
pony, who might carry on that' which hehad 
begun : ſecondly , for that he had vnderſtood 
from the Bonzies themſclues, that theirRe- 
Ligion had had its beginning , and flowed as 
from its fountain from China, and that vntill 
the Chineſes had receiued the faith of Chnit, 
they would not recciue it, And fo he reſolucd 
to po himſclf i perſon to China, to the end 
that that fortreſs and as it were head-caftle 
being taken, be wighr more cafily ſubdue the 
Iaponians. Thirdly , for that, being as he was 
ſuperior , and head ofall thoſe of the Society, 


that were ſpread abroad through fo yy ; 


J« 


o 
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and ſo different, and far diſtait patts of India, 


; andthe Blctled Father Saint Ignatius having 
'&.:;- recommended to him the care and gouerns 
i ment of thein , he wovld viſit them , and help 


them, that be might giue 4 good account to 
God , and to his miniſter of that which was 
ynder bis charge. With this reſolution he 
took his leave of the king of Bungo , and of 
his other friends : and leaving to tather Coſs 
mus of Torres, the care of the Churches he 
had founded, and of all thoſe new Chriſtians, 
he embarked in the month of Nouember in 
the year one thouſand five hundred fiſty one, 
carrying with him two Iaponians whom he 
had baptized, and the one was called Mathew, 
and the other Bernard, who was the firſt that 
was conuerted in Cangaxima: of whom Ma- 
thew dicd in India , and Bernard went to 
Rome , and was of the Society,and returning 
into India', made a holy end in the Colledge 
of Coimbra, He put himſelt into the ſhip of 
-Duartes of Gama who was bound for Cin- 
ceum ,and they met with 4 fierce and horrid 
tempeſt in that voyage: but our Lord through 
the praicrs of the Bleſſed father, ſaved the ſhip 
Which was beld for loſt ; and the cockboat 
of the ſame ſhip, which with two Mores ( 0. 
thers ſay that there were fifteen perions in it) 
ſnatched away by the fury of the winds had 
dilappeared, returned back '( contrary to the 
opinion and hopes of all the mariners ) by 
Itlelf to the ſhip , as out Saint had foretold:: 
who was ſceii in the cockboat by the Mores 
that were in it ,and guided it , and brought 
It to the ſhip, in which he was really in his 
[own proper petſon, and hetenpon the Mores, 
moued. by fo great.andevident 4 miracle pro» 
AKrated themſelues at his feet , and becatne 
Chriſtians. At Cinceums he entred into the 
ſhip of lames Perera his great and old friend : 
and with proſperous winds he came to Ma» 
laca, where he was recclued with incredible 


| Joy and rejoycing by all that city, which catve 


in Proceſſionto the ChurckK of the Society,to 
give thanks to our Lord, for bavipg permitted 
them once more to ſee the Bleſled father. He 
paſling from thence by Concinuty , & viſiting 


\ bis bretheren; arrived at Goa': but before he 


entredanto any houſche wenttotheHofpital, 
to viſit , and comfort the lick, and afterwards 
went to the” Colledge ': and finding onc'of 
bis*children very lick” andin a manner deſ- 
Paired of, and ready to'dy , laying his hands 
vpon him , and recitirig 4 Ghoſpel, he gave 
him perfe& health. He eabraced all his chil- 
dren with the afftQion' of #:true , and moſt 
loving father , and they cxibraced and: reve- 
zenced him as i holy father, and a man come 
from heaucn. He tound the matters of Chri- 
ſtianity much encreafed in all parts, and that 
our holy Religion! flourished in India, And 
having diſpoſed ofthings, and gtuen ſuch or- 
Tome. 2» 


der as he thoughe fit , aid agreed with the 
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Viceroy that he ſhould ferid James Perera as*——— 


Ambaſſador of the King of Portugal, with 4 


rich preſent to the King of China , and that D 


himſelf ſhould goas companion ofthe ambal- 
ſador that he might be able to cnter yadet 
this pretext;and try the way and ſee the diſpp-» 
ftion of that ſo rich, large , & populous king- 
down, butied in the darknesof ignorance, and 
Idolatry , he named for ſuperior of all the So» 
cicty in India, Father Galpar Bai1zrusa Fle- 
ming : and before he departed caſt himſelf at 
tiis feet, telling him that he alſo was vnder his 
obedicnce , all that were prefent lamentirig 
his departure, with ſo many , and ſuch bitter 
teals , as if they had diuined that they were 
neuet to ſee him more, 

He went foith of Goa in the midle of April, 
in the year one thouſand five hundred fifty 
two,in the ſhip of Iames Pereta, who had made 
great expences for that voyage , and went it 
very willingly ,to ſerue God, and his king , 
and to accompany Father Francis, He took 
in his company father Balthazar Gage , and 
brothet Peter of Alcaceua, toſend them from 
Malaca into Tapony , to help father Colmug 
of Torres. For his voyage into China , he 
only tock for companions , a brother called 
Alexius of Herrera , and 4 boy a natige of 
China , by name Antony of the» holy faith , 
who had been brought vp inthe Colledge of 
Saint Paul at Goa. Belorethey got to Malaca, 
they met with 4 terrible ſtorm, in which they 
gaue themſelucs for loſt : our Lord aſſwaged 
it through the praiers of the holy father,and 
from thetce forward they had much fair and 
calm weathet, vntill they arriuedat Malacas 
But theze' Saint Francis had more cantrary 
winds, and more turbulent ſtorms then vponi 
the ſea : for the Goternor of Malaca , out of 
3 certain old diſguſt whichhe had had with 
Iames Perera ( who as we have ſaid went as 
ambaſlador to the King of China ) grieuing 
much at the honor and profit of higi,, Whom 


Zo 


EGEM- 
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he held for his encmy , oppoſed that hivjour- 


ney with ſo great force and violence that all 
the means which odr Saint vſc0;of ſubtnifſiong 
entreaties , promiſcs , threats, and excommuse 
nications ( which as Legat Apoſtolical he 
thundred out againſt him ) were-not able 
to paciſy and to bring to reaſon the obftinate, 
and peruers mind of the Gouernor': and fo 
James Perera ſtaied at Malaca ,and theembaſ- 


iy into China was broken, But Saint Francis, 


although he much reſented (as he had reaſon) 
that impediment of the preaching of the'Gof- 
pel, ahd of the facility with which he thoughe 
co eriter into China, yet he was not difaaicd , 
but comforting Iames Perera , and afſuring 
him that all that dammage which he ſuffered, 
ſhould redound to the greater encieaſe of his 


honor, and wealth, and threatning the gouer= 
| Frifft nor 
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nor with the anger of God, and with the pu- | 
—=—— niſhmcnt which ſhortly ſhould come vpon 
3* him, he went forth of Malaca, and as he went 


forth of it he ſhaked off the duſt of his feet , 


good will , and would not open an entrance. 
into China , that was fo fait locked VP. that 1, 
he might do it afterwards through his merits Draw 


Drctn- and praiers : and that the father after his >, 


BER. 
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as Chriſt our Lord had commanded his diſci- 
ples to do.,, when they were not recciued in 


a City, The prediftion of the Father was moit | 


cxaQtly fulfilled : For Iames Perera was alter- 
wards much honored, and promoted by the 
King of Portugal :and the Governor of Ma- 
laca , by the juſt judgement of heaucn, within 
a icw months was taken at Goa, and carried 


thence into Portugal , where all his goods 


having been confiicated , he died in priſon 
poor and milcrable. 

Saint Xaucrivs went into the Iland of San- 
ciana, which is about thirty leagues from 
China, with 4 great defire to find ſome way 
to enter into that kingdom , which ſo ſhutts 
the door againſtall firangers, that it is pain 
of death tor any ſiranger to cntcr into the 
kingdom without leaue, and for any Chineſe 
that ſhould bring him into it : this law they 
rigorouſly obſerve ,nor did there want freſh 
examples which they recounted hereofe After 
he had tried diucrs things without cffc&, he 
compattcd finally with 4 Chineſe merchant, 
that hc ſbould carry him ſecretly to the bauen 
of Canton, which is the firſt city of China , 
ard having. kept him hidden in bis bouſe 
three or four daics, ſhould ſet him one night 
at the gares of the city , and there leave bim 
to his toxtune : and the Saint promiſed him 
for this good office about two bundred duc- 
kets in pepper , which for this purpoſe the 
Portugheſcs had given him. All this was full 
of great difficultys and dangers, but the mind 
of the Blefled father did fo burn with quick 
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flames, of-the louc of God, that nothing did | 


retard him, ror did be mike any account of 


torments and death : for he defired nothing 
more then to giue his life, yea a thouſand liues 
had he had them,in fo glorious an cnterprize 
for, the love of his Lord. The Bleſſed Father 
was ,much rejoyced at the bargain he had 
made ;ſcing that a way was diſcouered vnto 
him'to that which he ſo much defircd : and 
that there might be no .Iimpediment to his 
catzancc , be.ient back the brother whom he 
had brought out of India (becaufe he was not 
well in hcalth ) with the ſhips of the Porty- 
gheſes, who hauipg diſpatched their trading, 
returned to Malaca : and ſome belicue that 
he {cnt the Chineſe youth before, that he 
might be more difencumbered and alone, and 
might enter into China more ſecretly , and 
with the greater ſecurity of the merchant. 
But our Lord was ſatisfied with this his deſire, 
and would rather reward the immenſe labours 
v hich vniill then he had vndergon for his 
loue., then put him in the occalion of endu- 
2iÞg others yet greater, He acceptedthen ot his 


death might obtain that which he had nox 
been able to obtain whillt he was alive ; fo 
4 litle aftcr he was dead, commeitce was faci. 
litated to the Pottugheſes in Macao , ang 
Canton, with the Chineſcs:and ſume fathers 
of the Society children ot Saint Xuerius,en, 
tred into that kingdom,and live init ſecurely, 
and we hope Chriſtianity will there euery 
day more and.more encieaſethrouph the ins 
terceſhon of ſo good and holy a Father, The 


| Chincſe merchantdid not keep his word,ang 


God ſent his ſeruant 3 feuer ,andalthough he 
grew better , yet he could never pericly te. 
couer of it, but relapſed ,and voderſtood that 
our Lord would take him to himſelf andfatizty 
the other more inflamed defires , which i litle 
beſore he had given him,of leaving his mozea] 
body vpon carth , and of going to enjoy the 
beatifical viſion in heaucn , with which his 
other deſires of labouring , and ſuffering were 
mitigated. He had a revelation ol his death, 
and being in that Yand in a houcl or boyer 
made in the top of a mountain, abandoned by 
men, in want of all neceflarics for his health, 
but well accompanicd by avr Lord, and his 
Angels, and full of hcauenly delights and con- 
ſolations, to ſee himſclf in ſuch extreme po- 
uenty (a thing which he had ſo much defired) 
repeating oftentimes the moſt ſweet names of 
Feſus, and Mary , and making certaintender, 
and amorovus colloquies with our Lord, he 
rendred his bleſſed joul to him who bad crea» 
ted it for his ſo great glory , and the good of 
the world. 

This is a ſhort ſummary of the Apoſtolical 
traucls of Saint Francis Xauerios ; this is a 
ſimple web weaued of his labours, life ,and 
death. But who can explicatc the works which 
the ſoucrain artiſt wrought in this web ? the 
graces and gifts which he painted ip this lin» 
nen ? the heroical and divin vertues with 
which he adorned and entiched the ſoul of 
this bis great ſeruant ? which are ſo many and 
ſo admirable, that it were neceſſary to hauc 
the tongue of an Angel to be able to recount 
them. What buwility ſo profound ? what obe- 
dience ſo perfect ? what was his contewpt of 
all carthly things ? what his cſicem. of pea» 
venly ? what his praier? what his mortifica* 
t10n? what his paticuce and and joy in peile- 
cutions? what his fortitude, confi ence, and 
ſecurity in dangers ? what his firc of divin 
Joue ? and what. his thirſt to ſufter ,anddy for 
Chriſt, and or the ſaluation of bis bretheren, 
without ever being fatiated with labours, and 
ivfferings ? what the. capacious largenes C 
his heart , to which all the world was ftoit, 


| and ſtait ?What ſhall Iſay ofthe prinitocgey 
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tf, by whict God made bim more then 4 man, 


93% 


1 had been fo many ,and fo gricuovs, that they 
it 3, © 3+ and gauc him power over the deuils, and di- | had not only bcen dammageable to himſelf , PK 
s Droy P®** ſeales, ouer the ſea, winds, and tempeſts? | but alſo to the ſame James Perera, In another»; 
is *i YÞ% hat of that ſouerain , and heauenly light, letter which he writ from Cangaxima ,'to- , x; 
It with which his ſoul being illuminated, he law | his bretheren of India , he giuesthem account : 
Ir things that were abſent, as if they bad been | of the defire which he bad to be helped by 
ls before his cyes,and things to come as preſent, | their Sacrifices and praicrs, tor that his fins 
d and read the hearts of thoſe that conucts'd | and miſdemeanors being ſo manifeſt ynto 
ſs with bio ? what of the many and greatmira- | God, he feared much , that valcs there were 
Ne cles with which God glorified him in heaven, | a great reformation made in his ſoul and lite, 
', and vpon caith ? Let vs vnſold this web lo cu- | our Lord would lulpend his divin grace , fo 
ly riovſly wrought, let vs vacouer this table in | necefſary for him to begin and to perſeuer 
Ns which God drew 4 complete image of his | ynto the end in ſcruing ot him in thoſe parts. 
ic grace, and 4 pertcR portraiture of all vertues, | And in another letter attributing all the fa- 
id and let vs begin with humility which is the | vors which God did him to the praiers of his 
c foul, mother, and toundation of them all, He | bretheren , he writes thus vato them 7.My rC+ 
& was 2 great lover (as we have ſeen) of ſeruing | creations in thelc parts, are oftentimes to re- 
at the ſick in Hoſpitals, and eucr abaſedand ap- | member you , moſt dear bretheren , and ihe 
ly plicd himſelf to the moſt huwble and vile offi- | time wheo through the metcy ot God | knew 
le ces, Going from Rome to Portugal, with the | you ,andconuers'd with you, gricuouſlly rc 
al ambaſſador Peter Maſcarenas, in all thatzour- | ſenting in my ſoul , how much 1 loſt through 
c ney be employed himſelf in aſſiſting the others | my own fault, in not making my fofit of 
ls who went 1n his company , giuing them the | the graces which our Lord communicated 
4 beſt place, chamber,and bed, and taking care | vnto you. The ſame Lord does me fo great 
l, ro giue meat to their horſes, When he embar- | fauors in thele parts through your praiers, by 
« ked for India , the miniſters of the king could | the continual memory which you haue to re» 
y never prevail wih him ( as we have ſaid) to | commend me yhto him ,aad 1 acknowledge 
l, admit of 4 ſeruant'to go along: with him,to | through your interceſſion our Lord gives we 
is ſerue him , but onthe contrary himſclf ſerued | to vaderitand the greatnes of my finns, and 
1 in the ſhip all thoſe that ſtood in need, and | forces to go on amidſt this Paganiſm : for all 
0 would make-vſe of -bis labour. Beipg artiued | which I giue, many thavks to the divin Mas 
() at Goa, he proſtrated himſelf at the tect of the | jeſty , and L greatly thank you alſo my moſt 
o Biſhop , and gaue himthe Bricfof the Pope , | dear brethren for this great charity. He did 
ol, in which ' he made his Nuntio Apoſtolical | iy honor, and/his own praiſes with as preat 
he throughout all India , telling him that he | care as others fly reproaches and contempt. 
T" would not make. vie of it , but according | And when any one ſaid any thing that te- 
of to his pleaſure. Out of this bumility he never | dounded to his praiſe, he bluſhed , and was 

diſcouered to any | one that he had ſuch 4 | aſhamed and .contounded. He couered very 
al Brief; nor the power of Legat Apoſtolical, | artificially his yertues,and the miracles which 
L- but-to the ſaid Biſhop : and afterwards at Ma- | God wrought by him , attributing them to 
nd laca-when he. was going for China, to terrify |, the faith and deuction of theſe who from the 
ch the governor of Malaca, who ſtopp'd him in | hand of our Lord received: thoſe ſupernatural 
he his journey ,andto ſee if he could bring bim | benefits. He recommended nothing more free 
ins to reaſon by Ecclefiaſtical cenſures.: Being as | quently , and with greater carneſines to his 
ith he was ſuperiorto all the other Pricſts , and | lubje&s then the ſtudy of true humility :affit- 
of ;Vicars of the Biſhops, he honored, reueren- | ming that no body could be 4 lawtull ſon of 
od £4; 3nd obeyed thew , as if they had been his | the Socicty of Ieſus ; nor faithfully ſerue our 
ue Supetiors : and be! recommended this reſpeR | Lord in it, but he that was 4 deſpiſer of him» 
nt mvch'to thoſe of the Socicty , and that they | {elf ,and who knew well his own litlencs, 
Ie ſhould not preach , nor exerciſe their fur i- | and baſcnes, For he ſaid, that arrogancy , and 
of ons', without the good pleaſure , and bene | 4 vain preſumption of ones ſelf ,is the poiſon 
"act dition ofthe Prelates, whom God had placed | of all vertuc, and an cnemy of the inſtitute 
= in his Church : and told them, that in this }/ and perfection of the Society: and ſo in & cer- 
ee matitner they were to break the head of Sa- |- tain epiſtle writing out of lapony to the Fa- 
pd than ; who is the head ofthe prowd. All come | thers and brothersof Goa, he ſaies vnto them? 
_ monly held him for 4 Saint,and they call'd him | Excrcize your ſelues with great care in humi- 
for ſo, but he held himſelf for the greateſt of fin» | lity , and ouercome yourlelyes in all things 
as ners;;And ina letter which he writto Iames | which our depraucd nature abhorres, and las 
od Perera, comforting him for that bis journey | bour much perfcaly with the divia grace to 
of into China was ſiopt , he ſaics , that God had | know yourſelues: for the knowledge of ones- 
It, permitted that for his great ſions, and that he | ſelf , is as it were the nude of confidence in 
by alone was the cauſe of it: ſcing that his fings | God, and as it were the mother of Chriſtian 
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- our holy Father Jgnatius: ſhewipg in this his 


-which he had of the ſanity ot his father. This 


of holy-poverty , be knowing well the riches, 


rich made himſelf poor , to enrich ys by his 


-NOt acceptof the houſe, por meat which the 
king offered him, but went to the Hoſpital ;. 


"door, Atter that he embarked for Jndia , the 


ſaid abouc) for both vpon the lea, and at 
Land , he alwaies liued vpon alms , as to his 
' meat , and clothing. In tf 

»where:he wanted nothing he defired, he took 
-more guſt in begging his necefſarics for the 


- an old and torn-caflock , his txgicnds cauſed 4 
' New one to be made him ; and beipg by no 


/and hard ſervitude of couctoulnes , and pro- 
«uiding them without care-of that.y hich they 
:Nand in need of, bauing all things by havin 


—_ 
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humility: 3". - IR 

From this affe&ion of humility did ariſc 
that perfe& obedience which 
he:had to all bis Superiors , and eſpecially 
to Saint Jgoatius , which was ſo preat , that 
hetelling bim that he ſhculd depart trowRowe 
for India, tor that Gedcalled him, and would 
ſerve bimſelt of him , imaeGiately he bowed 
his head, and with great readines and alacrity 
offered himfſelt to the labor , and departed the 
next day , although the Society was not yet 
confirmed, nor was Saint Ignatius Genezal of 
it, but only 4 perſon whom: they all volun- 
tarily reſpeRed as their father , and maſter. 
And with this ſame obedience he received 
all the orders , which Saint Ignatius ſent him 
from Rome into Jndia, as ſent from heaven : 
and in 4 letter which he writ out of India to 
Saint Ignatius, he tells him : that although be 
was fix thouſand Icagues cf , and now old 
and prey-baired , and did not thivk to ce 
him, but in heaven: yet ifhe would command 
bim toreturn to Rome he would return forth» 
with, nor ſhould ſeas, windsand tempeſts be 
able to ſtop him. And when he commanded 
any thing to his ſubic&s he was wont to add: 
Take notice that I command you this for the 
reuerence and obedience which you ow to 


bumility , and the reſpe& which be had to his * 
holy father, ſcipg that tor hisreſpe& be would | 
haue them obey tnmſelf. The which bumility 

did not leſs appear.in his writing his letters 
to the ſaid Saint:Ignatius ypon his knees; ſo 
oreat was his own. bumility;, and the eſteem 


his bumility did alſo nwuchbappear1n his louc 
that are locked vp in 1t ,apd the quiet of 


wind that it gines'to thole who embrace it for 
Chriſts ſake, frecing them from the captivity, 


left all things , tor that Lord, who being mo 

pouerty. Being arrived at Lisbo , he would 
begging his poor ſuſtcnance: from door to 
Goucrnor Martin: of Sofa , could by no means 
perſwade' hiaz to cat at his table (as has been 


e very City of Goa 


love of God, out of the great affeftion which 
he had to holy poueity. Bringing into Jadia 


means able to prevail with him to put it on,'—... 


by acertain deccit ( without his obletying of _ * 


ir) they made him put it on: when he percei. 
ucd it ,ar:d ſaw himſclf in the new caflock, 
he ſo importuned them that they gave him 
the old one again, When he was at the Cape 
of Commorinuim-, or Piſcaria, he was in ex- 
treme poverty and nakednes , going often» 
times barcfoot,and the ſame he did in Tapony, 
running at the heels of horſes expoſed to the 
cold, and in a wanner naked , and pierced 
through with iroſts , and the cxtreme cold of 
winter. And when he returned out of lapony 
to Goa, he brought an old hat, a broken ſhirt, 
and a patch'd caflock , as one who triumphed 
oucrt the abundance and vanity of the chile 
dren of this world : for his joy and delight 
was to be poor, and to liue l;Ke a poor man: 
and io in A certain letter which he wiit out 
of Iapony to his ſpiritual children at Goa, he 
vics theſe words: Now we arc arrived, by the 
ſingular grace of our Lord in lapony,where 
there is a great want of all things , which 
I hold fora paiticular favor of the providence 
of our Lotd : for that in other places , the 
abundance of meat. and daintys oftentimes 
is an incitement vnto men to follow their 
vnbridled appetites , and to giue themfelues 
ouer to carnal pleaſures , and for this' cauſe 
their ſouls want ſpiritual conſolations , and 
oftentimes the body ſuffers gricuous infir« 
mitys ,and with them paies for the naughty 


plcaſure which it took. 


Vpon this ſolid and deep foundation ofhy- 
mility , our. Saint ( or to ſay! better our Lord 
in bim) built the high and Gately cdifice ofall 
vertues , vntill he came to the top of charity, 
the Queen , and ſoul of them; For it is. a won» 
derfull thing to [ce how'the heart of this holy 
father was inflamed , and all on fire withihe 
toue of our Lord, with whons he entextained 
himſelfin the night contewplating him, and 
diſcourſing with bim , and. did not loſe the 
fght of him by day , conuerſfiog with men fo 
his loue, and: the lively deſires which burnt 
in that ſacred breaſt of dying athouſand times, 


for bim : offering himſclt amongſt ſo any, 


and ſuch barbarous nations; to mwanifcſtdan- 


gers of plague ,ſbipwrack ; pyrats, and rob» 


bers, and ſceking alwaics his. greater gl0!y» 
&lervice. This charity carried him into India, 
this made him ſuffer. ſo much , and with fo 
great joy in Piſcaria : this made ſweet and fa- 


uory vnto him the toyls , apd dangers of the + 


Hand of Motus, This made him ſo many timss 
despiſe the furious waycs of the Vaſt Occaty 
and the dangers of Pyrats, and to penetrate 
into the kingdoms of Iapony and to endeavar 
to enter ipto thoſe of China , without regate 
ding liſe or death ., to.cocreale the gioty 
of his beloued, and to enlighten the blind 
ſouls of the Pagans ', which our Lord bad 

| bought 
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bovght with his blood. And ifts ſuffer tuuch: | viito him the croſſes and ſufferings he was to _ 
3+ forthe beloucd , be a fign of great !oue; how | endure, he was not aſtoniſhed, nor diſmaied 
vn $* great was the lone of this Bleſſed Saint to | at them(as we haue'ſaid)but rather with great ELM | 
* $'* wards God, for whom he ſuffer'd ſo much? He | courage; and ſpirit he exclamed : More Lord, ia * 
ſuffered ſhipwrack three times, and was once: | More, More : thoſe labours which out Lord» © 
for two or three daies ypon planck amongſt | repreſented vnto him ſeeming few vnto him/,"- 
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' tetn'd by his will; 1 feat nothing : but the 


' was ſo much , it was nothing in comparifon 


the waues ofthe ſca ,and God delivered him. 
Arnther time the Mores perſecuting him he | 


hid himſelf in 4 wood , where he remained 
ſome daics , and ſo eſcaped. Morcouer how: 
often did the Barbatians let fly arrows at him, 


tow often would they haue kill'd'him with 
poiſon , how often wete Pyrats, and robbers | 
ready to lay hands on him, and had done it, 
and taken away his life , had not God prote- 
Qed him ? Then what ſhall I'fay of that con+ | 
dence and ſecurity which the ſame loue of 
God gaue him in thoſe labours and dangers? 
which his confidence was ſo great and ſtupen- 
dious , that he ſeemed wholly todepend vpon 
the ſole paternal providence of his beloued, 
and armed herewith he was Lord of all the” 
creatures ? rich in pouerty, content inneccſ- 
ſity, couragious it dangers,ſecurc in tempeſts, 
without fear amidſt armed troups of Barba+ 
rians, with great peace inthe midle of death, 
refuſing to take antidotes ot remedies againſt 
poiſon: nally he broke the head of the infer- 
nal dtagon, who inany times in great ftreights 
ſought to diſmay him ; but never could : 
for 4tmed with this ſingular confidence , he 
knew that his Lord could not fail him, northe 
deuil touch a hait of hishead without his will: 
aud ſoin 4letter _—_— writ , when he was 
5oing'into Iapony, tb'the Prouincial of Por- 
Coal betell hita'; All my friendsand familiar 
acquaintance wonder that 1 will vadertake 
ſo long, and perillous 4 journey, and propoſe 
Ynto me many and great dangers of tcmpeſts, 
vickſands, and Pyrats : but Idonotleſs won- 
bt at them that they haue ſo litle confidence 
in God, vnder whoſe handall thing3 are:and 
ſd knowing for certain that all things are go. | 
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fame God : and that he do not ask me an ac» 
connt of the negligence with which I haue 
ſetued him , and puniſh me for it : and for 
this regard ] make no reckoning /of terrors, 
dabgers, miſerics,crofles ,nor torments.l feat 

Gol alone, the Creator , and Governor of all | 
things , and am affured that none of thoſe 
things how euil, and pernicious foeuer they 
may be , can do any euil ro men, but only fo 
far as he perinitts thew, Theſe are the words 
of Saint Xauerius, But all that which he ſuf- 
fer'd tox the loue of our Lord , although it 


—_ 
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of that which he defired to luffter ; for in his 
preateſt labours and ſtraits he beſought our 
Lord that he wouldnot take them away trom 


him ; but that he would give him others yer 
preater. And one tiffe when our Lord ſhew'd } 
Tom. 2. 


in compariſon of thoſe which he Yeſired to 
ſuffer. I will ſay nothing of the vawearicd 
ſolicitude with which he defircd , and endea- 
uored to make all the world know, love, and 
ſerue' this Lord : for the journeys which he 
made in India from Prouince to Province , 
from kingdom to kingdom, arid ttomonena-" 
tion to another, vntill he carhe to the furtheſt 
part ofthe Eaſt, and to vaknown countreys- 
with ſo many incommoditys declare vato vs 
this love. He paſs'd ſometimes two or three 
daics without cating , hearing confeſſons; 
ſeruing the fick , pacifying , and making 
friends thaſe that were at variance; & atten4« 
ing to other works of charity he forgot him- 
ſelt , and was ſuſtained as it were with the! 
heauenly food: of diuin comfort ; and lived 
vpon God, Nor was he only vigildahtif endea» 
uoring to bring whole towns; cities;andking- 
doms to the knowledge of our Lott fbut. he! 
badalſoa great care of aty particular foul to! 
gain it to God, and yet A greater ofthe ſouls: 
of greater and amore publik fianers:' When hes 
was it the Hand) of Ternate ; he ade thes 
ſoldiets that were there put -dway their cons: 
cybins , and there remained on)}ytwomhonmi 
when he came away he could:not!perſwade: 
to leauc ther! but he*writ tron-chetliend of 
Amboynum to 4 friend of his in: Terhare ;-40- 
aduiſe thoſe two inhis name toig&itbuthi of 


| the dirt ; and mire in which they;\were; ard: 


that they would giut him riotice/witen they? 
would do it, for that he would:betyith: them: 
forthwith to help thend;and thatia.theicmwan? 
tice he would not ceaſe toipray:z06@odreo! 
withdraw them from-theyr lewdriggawithbut 
puniſhing ofthem/In the city of:Mfhaathere: 
was 4 vitious and'obſtinateTewy bigctedtined, 
who mocked and: 'ſcofted at farherwEraricis: 
when he preached:the tatherowag or anpry! 
nor moued againittim./but by:Tweeres/and: 
kindnes made him hig:friend; and:of an ob- 
ſinate and rebellious 'Jew God :comperted ian. 
and made him a faithſult and pious Chriſtians 
Sayling one time tothe port' of Eattonor e: 
exhorted one that went in the* ſhip ; #preat: 
finner,togo to confeſſion:and-perceivingthar 
the man did not admit of hixz-wholtmitouns 
{cl , be diſſembled the matter; andirefthim for 
the preſent : afterwards they wentTſhore, and 
by litle and litle he drew himalong with hing 
to A private mobaraih , and they two being 
alone, the father on the ſudden'Rtript hicaſety; 
and falling vpon his knees before him, began 
to diſcipline himfelf ſo radely with thiſtles; 
that. the poor man was aſtoniſhedy and yet 
Geggee more 
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_____ ore hearing him ſay, that he, took that pu- | 


niſhment to appeaſe God, and to with-hold 
the ſcourge he was ready to, diſcharge vpon 
him. The blood which came out of the ſhol- 
ders of the Innnocent daſhed vpon the ſinner: 
who amazed and confounded at forarc,,an 
example of charity, caſt himſclk at his feet, 
and made his confeſſion, and amended hislife, 
which was that which the holy father defied. 
The Vice-Roy Don de Caſiroſcnading his ſon 
Aluarusa certain journey , Father Francis vn- 
derſtood , that a certain very valiant ſqldier, 
who liued: as if there were no other life but 
this, went in that fleet ,and without bauing 
any other buſines, he imbarked himſclf in the 
ſame pinnace in which the Soldier went ( all 
imagining that the the Uice-Roy had intrea- 
tcd him to go in it for the proteRion of his 
ſor and all the fleet ) There byhis affabjlity | 
and courteſy. he fcll into diſcours with him,; 
and wade him his friend : and byitle-and litle 
ſo gained him , that going a ſhore hereccived, 


his general confeſſion, and givitg-bim a fitle :| 


pennance:(.the penitent wondering at it for,” 
that his faults were ſo many and;fo. aboming- 
ble ) he told him ,that for the reſt -he would. 
ſatisfy God for him : and cntring intoa wood 
there by, he took forthwith asthe beginning 
of the payment, 4 rude , and long diſciplin,,, 
and the. poor. man became aſtoniſhed , and as 
it were. put of hiwſclf : and the more when 
he vnderſtood that the father had not imbar- 
ked in that veſlcl, bad it not bcen to help his 
ſoul , and that he returned back to Goa,trom 
whence che bad. come only for this purpoſe : 
with which: bis charity he, was ſo pleaſed, and 
acknowledged himſclt ſoobliged to Gad.our 
Lord ;that by. bis grace he turned over new 
leaf , and;froin thence forward liued like 4 
Chriſtiao:, obſerving the counſels which the 
father hadgincn him. We could recount many 
ſuch examples , but becauſe they-arc like ons 
another for brevity ſake we omit thee. 
Although our S. Francois was ſo;zcalous 


and {ctuorous in ſceking the 4aluation- of 


ſouls, yethe;was notavſicre, importune,and | 


txoublefom ;, but gentle.., ifacil , and loving : 
takingſo-niavy figures'and ſo many different 
maniicrs t0:;gain thoſe! heticgated with , as 
were theis conditions , and qnalitys, He ſeen 
med A-ſaldier: with ſoldicrs , a:mariner:with 
mariners ,with-Religious holy.; and with &n- 
ners/be ſometimes ieemed a inner , making | 
himſclfallthipgsto all to gainallto ourLord. 
For thatigreat- and burning charity which he 
had, taught him what he:wastodo : and as an 
iran in[the;farge-clotheth itſelf with the quas 
litys of fize;4o he. clothed himſelf with the 
ptopertys, and participation of God. lt is not 
eaſy. to belicue what aits he vicd to draw out 
ot ig:thoſe that were Captiues , and priſoners 
vndex the tyranny of Sathan, Vnderſtanding | 


d 


| 


| 


dine with him : and having now oaj 

him to bimſclf , he gained him alſo Mey 
for when he ſaw ſuch fouls well diſpoſed he 
took his opportunity , and by his wholſom 
admonitions took away from them their bad 
company , and occaſions of ſinning and if he 
wcie not- able to take away all their fins at 
once ,he vſcd ſuch aſweetnes , and 4 dexte. 
rity that mollifying their heart by litle and 
litle,one after another he took away them all: 
and in this manner with admirable affabilicy 
and prudence, he took away from a man ſeuen 
| women, one aſter another, with whom to 
| the great ſcandal of the people he liued dif. 
honeſtly. It happened one day that he aked 
to-dine (by way of alms) with a ceitain man 
who kept in his houſe:certain women vnder 
the title of ſervants, but they were indeed hig 
concpbins, The man-could not well deny the 
requeſt, out of the reſpe& which he bore to 
the perfop of Farther. Francis, who although 
he ſaw,the women ſerue at table did notmake 


| Rrangeatit,, nox frown vpoen them , norſay 
' one word to his hoſte , ſpeaking more eficas 


ciouſly to his heart by his ſilence, and by his 
boly and ſweet conuerſation then if he had 
laid many words ynto him : and that filent 
ſpeech of his was of ſuch force, that the man 
amazed at it repented him of his finfull lite, 
and came to ſeek the father and confeſſed vnto 


| bima , and put himſelf into his hands, ca 


out of his houſe the occaſions which he hat 
ot ſinning., All this ( as we hauc ſaid ) did the 
loue of our Loid , a great maſter , teach the 
father, and together gaue him the grace to 
zoyn. with this facility , and-courtcoujnes, fo 
rare A gravity: , and religious compolednes, 
that hc.loſt not the leaſt ofbis authority, nor 
ot the opinion that all bad ot his ſanRitity, by 
being ſeen ſo familiar with finpers whom he 
pretended to gain : for he was merrily graue, 
and graucly merry : and all his ations had4 
tinQure of Sanity. Marucllous was the 
pleaſantnes of bis countenance , the ſweetnes 
of hjs behaviour , and the affability of his 
conperlation.z but his ſanity was ſo known, 
and'eficemed, thatall-this nothing diminiſhed 
the'revercnce and reſpe& which was ducto fo 
worthy a-perſon , and thoſe who convericd 
moſt-with him , held him in greateſt yenera- 
tion, and ſome caſtthemſc]ues at his teet, and 
when they: ſpoke vato him would not be co- 
ucred in his preſence, how much ſocuer he in- 
treated, and empartuned them hereunto :10t 
they. ſeemed tothemſelucs not to ſpeak with 
an ordinary and mortal, but with 2 divin 
wan, by whom God ſpoke vnto them. 


To the top and perfeAion of this chan, 
an 


that any one was inveigled inadiſhoneRt loye. 

he did not preſently ſtop him, but by 3 boly J 
art got in with him ,and made him his famj. 2% 
liar friend ,and aftcrwards invited himſelfty **. 


4 


| 
þ 


Ws 


and love of out Lord; Saint Xauerius aſcended, 


;. fagoredandcarricd by his grace, by the means 


| Decay, ice= of mortification and vifory ouer himlelf,and 
Ls [75 praicr, which arc the two wings by which the 


| 


n_ hn. A Al Ss At bs. Dll 


pure and difincumbred ſoul flyes to God. The 
montification which this holy man had ,and 
the feruor with which-he endcauorcd to get 
a perſe& victory ouer hicmlclf , manifeſtly ap- 
peares in two things which he did amongſt 
many others, and which we hauc aboue rc» 
counted. The one of the knotted cords with 
which he tyed himſelf, and the ſharp pains 
whach he ſuffered to oucrcome & mortity the 
lightnes and plealure which he had in running 
and leaping : and the other the courage and 
feruor of ſpirit with which he licked the ſores 
ofthe poor Lazar at Venice, and ſucked the 
watter which ran out of them , ro triumph 
over himſelf}, and to overcome the borror, 
loathing , and repugnancy , which hc had to 
ſerue that, poor maneAll the reſt of bis ife was 


3 perperual morttification in meat, anddrink,, 


in;-poor and ragged clothes, in taſtings, diſci- 
plios, and other. pennances , as is to be ſeen 
10::that which we-hauc hitherto related. His 
meat was commonly that which he begg'd, 
and was given himinalms : ſeldom did he cat 
fic, or drink wine , vales when he was in- 
vited, and did .cat with ſome friend, for then 
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them, either for ſcruing the ſick , or for prea- 


of charity , he took away ſome time from the 
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ching to the Pagans , or for ſome other work +» ——— 


DT 


ſhort ſleep which he was wont to giue to his D=c=»- 
wearied body , to giuc it to praier : willing *** 


that his body ſhould rathec want iitsneceſſary 
repoſe,then his ſoul its ſuſtenance and enter- 
tainment with God. He did not a few times 
ſpend whole nights inpraier andcontempla- 


| tioa without euer clo ing his cycs ,and the 


| 


litle time which he did fleep, he rather praicd 
then ſlept : for when he was allcep oftentimes 
he groncd , and with an amorous figh cried 
out 30 any good Feſus , & We lowe of my Joul, 6 my 
Creator , 6 my Lord. and broke forth into 0+ 
ther ſuch like aſpirations : and afterwards be- 
ing asked why he crycd out in his ſleep, he 
anſwered , that he did not know , nor did he 
remember any ſuch thing. He was very deuout 
to the moſt ſacred Paſſion of our Lord , and 
meditated vety often the divin myſteries 
which are repreſented vato vs in it : and he 
ſaid that they were ſrong teſtimonies , and 
ſure pledges of the loue which our Lord beares 


vs, and lively examples which-we ought to. 


imitate. He prepared himſelt for praier with 
all' diligence , be recited the Diuin office with 

ticularattentionanddcuotion : and before 
he begurric, he faid the Hymn : Ten; Creator 


he accommodated himſelf to otbers'; to gain | Spiritzs. And although for that be was fota- 


them more caſilyto-God : who gaue him tuch 
a perfect vikory over his fleſh (which is the 
woſt dangerous domettick cnemy. we hauc ) 
that he perpetually kept his Vurginity whhout 
corruption, with ſo.ſtrange an integrity , and 
with ſo great a deteſtation of any. toul, and 
filthy: thought , that one time ſleeping, and 

ing had in his (lecp a carnal repreſcniation, 
heawaked , caſting torth 2 great quantity of 
blood by his noſtrils, affrighted,and asit were 
put: out. of himſelf , by the horror of that re« 
preſentation , and by the violence! which he 
vied in putting it away. W.. 

But what tongue'is able to explicate the 
ſo continual, {o teruorous , and the ſarcgaled 
praicr.of this great ſeruant of our Lord, and 
the graces and fauors which he did hiay, and 
communicated vato him in praier ? for-being 
ajl the day employed:in buſineſſes, or:injour- 
neysand dangerous voyages, and being of his: 
own nature' {o courtevur,and affable:towards: 
all;itis wonderfutlto ſec bow in cueryplacc, 


. 


and 'every thing:whictv he did ; be was-cucr: 


proſent'to' himſelf fan&with God: ;-as if be) 
had beenian hermite; and had liucdin a folis 
tary rock ,-torgetfull: of all the things. of the 


wotld;.And atthough all the things:which he 
hadto do with-ſcrued himas 4 book; and as it 
wete 2 tairror which repreſented God-vnto 
him ; notwithſtanding he had his ſet times for 
praier z and when he was ſotaken yp with 
employments that he could not. attend to 


| 


kea vp in wotks of great charity , and of the 
ſeruice of God, he might haue recited the Bre= 
viary of three Leſions (which was afterwards 


| prohibited by his Holineſs Pius Quiatus ) of 
' Cardinal Quingnonas being ſhorter, & he had 


leaucfor it,yct hewould acuer do it,but would 
recite the common Breuiary which theRoman 
Church vſcs , the more to conform himſelf 
vato the faid Church.He had 4 very particulac 
deuotion tothe moſt holy Trinity ,&to Chriſt 
our Sauiour , and to his moſt pure mother the 
Virgin Maty : and ſo inthe hourof his death 
heparticularly recommended his foul tothole, 
vato whom in his life he had ſo often recom- 
mendedit.He prai'd very oftento the Archan- 
gel Saint Michacl;andto bis Angel Guardian, 


| and to the other Angels , Goucrnors of the 


| 


Provinces, and Preſidents of the Kingdoms in 
[which he. was. His prater , beſides that it was 
\continual', was ardent and feruorous, and he 
'was many times tranſported and raptin it. He 
was ſeen in the night at Goa, walking inthe 
'Garden as it-were out of himſelf ;and aſter 


ſame time to open his taflork towards his | 


| breaſt (by reaſon of the great fire that he felt 
:irvie) and to repezt oftentimes: Ian eff Domine, 
Sat eft. Jtis exvough Lord, Itis enough. When 
he wentfromAmangutium to Mcaco,he went 
ſo-.inflamed,& with tis heart ſo ſervpon God, 
that he telt not the wounds which the ſtones, 


Ricks , and thorns made in his feet, runniog” 


after the horſes bare- footed, When he'was at 
Goa 
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Goa he pave order once to bis companion to it were ſuſtained in the air by the divin \ FR 
=—. admoniſh him when it was-one aclock, for} tue, The deuil endeauored oftentimes to hin. Jo 
Dxenz. that he would /go-ſpeak with the Governor. der his praier by noyles , by divers ſhapes ang Decay, 
"»xz, Hiscompanion went at the hour aſſigned,and | ſhadows : and finally by giuing him many 5k, 

© © found himin prarer, ſoraptand ablorpt, that | blows, and bruiling him, as he did at Malipur, 

he left him till four. He came again to him,J the holy father making his praier in the night 

and finding him attcr: theifame 'manner he | in the Church of the glorious Apoſtle Saing 
plucked him by his cafſock to make him re» Thomas, But nothing was ſufficicat to make 
turn to himfelf, Then the father ſaid vato | himleaue off his praier,or to hinder him from 

him, Js it now one a clock'? No , anſwered | returning to it , as ſoon as he was curedoftthe 

his companion , but it is four. Letvs go then | wounds which the deuil had giuen him , asig 

faid the father, He went torth of the houſe, | related aboue, The graces which our Lord 

and went through the ſtteets ſo ſuſpended, and | communicated to hita by the means of praier 

and fixed ypon Ged that he could not fiad | were fo ſingular , and the abundance of the 

the Gouernors lodging :: and returning now | divin comfort with which he regaled his bleſ. 

to his own home in the night , he ſaid to his | ſed ſoul was ſo great, that oftentimes ( that 
companion,the Goucrnor ſhall haye another | be might noi be ſcen ) he was forced to hide 

day, for this God would have it for himſelf. | himſclf from the cycs of men , being not able 
And although any place (as we hate ſaid) | to conceal , nor diſſemble the impetuous tors 
ſerucd him for. an Oratory : yetalwaics when | rent of the grace of heauen, And oitentimes 

he could he retired himſelf to the Church to | this grace was reſplendent, and derived itſelf 
wake this praicr, before the moſt holy Sacra» | from the ſoul tothe body : in ſuch forte that 
ment, for that he had in it his God really pre» | thoſe who treated with him,dared not to look 

ſent , andkneyw that for this regard he hear's | him in the face, (as it happened to the Ieys 
more benignly the ſupplications which are | concerning Moyles) nor fix their eyes vpon 
offered ynto him in the Church, and for that | him. 

itis the proper place of praicr , and forthe} By meansofthis ſame praier our Lord com- 
conſecration, and benediftionsof the Tatho« | municated vato him the gift of Prophecy and 

lick Church ; by which it is dedicated to the | 4 ſouerain light, by which his ſoul beiog illue 
worſhip vfour Lord : and for this regard al» | minatcd, he law the hearts of men, and things 
waics when he could he ſlept inthe Sactiſty, | that were abſent as if they had been preſent, 

or in ſome litle. houſe neer the Church ; that | and thoſe that were to come as if they had 
he might cnter intoit,and ſpend the night in | alrcady been : and this ſooften,and jnglaces; 
praicr before our Lord: When he had not the | and things fodifferent : that it clecrly appears 
opportunity.of a Church.;he made bis praier | thathe bad 4 ſingular grace from our Lordin. 


bctore ſome repreſentation of our Sauiour v- | this behalf, and thatthe had it as Apoſileand 

an the Croſs , entertaining and regaling | Prophet of India. For laying afide the times 

imſetf with him, offering yato him the toy» | that ſayling proſperouſly , he ſaid there was 
ſom labours which he had .that day paſſed in | a tempeſt a coming, or when being intome 
bis ſervice, and begging of him grace to go | dangerous ſtorm,that it ſhould preſently cafe, 
through thoſe of the following day.Butinno- | and they arrive (afe,, or that ſome ſhips which 
thing did our Saint behauc himſclf mote wor- | ſcemcdto be trong ſhould'periſh, or. being 


thily,nor more ſhew his devotion then in ſay- | old and weather-beaten and wormeeaten 
ing Holy Maſs: for then he ſeem'd to let-loofe | ſhould laſte out , and finally-periſh in the ha» 
thereins to his ſeruorous ſpirit, and tothe tears] uen without the dammage of any one, (all 
which he ſhed, eſpecially when he conſecrated | which things he foretold with ſuch confidence: 
and conſummated the body ofour Lord,which | and ſecurity as if he had ſeen them, and they 
were ſo many and fo ſweet , that they aſtoni=;| all happend in the ſame manner that; he force 
ſhed,and moued co devotion thoſethat ſerued;;| told them)let vs relate ſome-more memorable. 
and thoſe that heard bis Maſs. In Maſs he-at»\ cxamples of this prophetical ſpirit, arid diuin 
waics praid for the Converſion of the Pagans, | light:Preaching in the city. of Malaca,he many 
and ſaid a particular very deuout praier ofhis} times aduertiſed .the people. of the calamitys 
owh compoſing tor this purpoſe, And after'|' that were to come vpon them far their: ſins; 
Maſs he ſaida Reſponſary tor the ſouls.in Pur-'| of the firesand laughter which. their enemies 
gatory , for which he bad ſuch an affeion;; | were tomake, of the ſiege. of the city,; of the 
that jn the night he went about' the ſreets'| plague, and other miſeries: with which they 
with 2 litle bell, exhortiog with a loud voice | were tobe afflicted, the which came vpon that 
all the faithfull to remember them in their ſat: | city , as the' father had forctold. When thele 
frages and praiers. He was wont to giue the | mileries happened to Malaca, the father was 
holy communion vpon his knces, for greater-| in Iapony and had there 3 reuclation of it, 
reucrence zagd-he ;was (cen ſometimes cl-ya- | and aduertifed' the Portugheſes that were with 
ted from. the ground ini that poſture , aud as| him , to pray to,God for the city of Mars. 
m WAl 
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which was beſieged, and much Rraightned : | proſperous and happy ſucceſs :agd as the Fa> | 

h 3. and afterwards he had another revelation | ther promiſed it ;ſo God tulfilled it , miracu- —— 
'*— $c* how God bad delivercd it , and fo he told | lovſly delivering the Chriſtian ſoldiers from _ 3+ _ 
3. Bun jamesPcercra who was ingreat pain about the | the inares and ambuſhes which the Infidels Dx 


Deery. BE, 
dig, 


fege of Malaca, and what he was to do for 
the ſuccovring of it. Being in the ſame ity, 
at the time when he was going for China, 


* one day he caſt himſcif vpon 4 bed, and remai» 


ned as it wctc without ſenſe and outof him- 
ſelf , no body of the houſe daring to ſpeak 
ynto him : and after 4 good ſpace of time , as 
one that awakes and returns to himſelf, be 
began to Cry out and fay ::God pardon thee 
ſuch an one , naming 4 certain perſon that 


* then liued in Portugal , and did the Society 


ſome bad offices. Thoſe words were taken 
notice of , but then it was not vnderſtood 
what the father would ſignify by them, for he 
kept it ſecret, and no body darcd toask him 


it: but afterwards when letters came out of 


Portugal ,and it was known what had paſſed 
there, they vaderſtood that at the ſame time 
that it had paſſed in Portugal , God had re» 
ucaled it vnto Father Francis at Malaca. That 


- alſo was famous Prophecy which bappenced 


in the ſame city of Malaca , and which we 
briefly touch abouc, when A litle nauy of ours 
having gon forth, with ſome few Portugheſes 
in ſearch of 2 great and potent navy of the 
King of Achicn , andall the city being. fad 
and afflitted , belicuing:that their navy yas 
Joſt, Father Francis out:of the pulpit ſhaipely 
Teprchendeg their. litle faith, and diffidence : 
and at the very time that the Nauys were 2 


fighting, he deſcribed' the battel: as if he had 


{fer it with his cycs: and finally reſting hjm- 
ſelf ypon the pulpit, and having been in ſome 
luſpenfe, be! came again vato- himſclt with 4 
wonderfullzoy' in his eyes and:countenance: 
and crycd out; , and fad : Bretheren Icfus 
Chriſt has 'oucrcome, Ieſus Chriſt has-ouer- 


;come fox ys; at this very hourthe ſoldicrsof 
his moſt holy: name put toflight & ouercome 


the Navy of the Mores, his and ourcnemics, 
with the:death; of many thouſands of: thaw, 


-and of only four of ours; Arid be added when 
the news of abe vitaty, was:to..comer, land 


when the viftorious Nauy would arriue atithe 


haven of Malaca zandthat they Could repent 


them of.their diffidence ,.and with joyand 
rezoyciogfaycuery 'onr; 3 Pater and aAue:in 


thanksgiuing:/to our Loxdforthe Vitogy.and 


another Pater anduAgetorithefout Chriſtian 


ſoldicrs that: were iſlaig; EBheinhabitants of 
a town calicd Folon',ig: the land of Marus, 


having made themſclues-Chriftians , Apoſta- 


tizcd txoa the faith, with the great contempt , 
and injury. of Chriſt our Redeemer , who pu-' 


niſhed them ſcuerely with prodigies and figns 
from beauen , and the Poitughcles on carth 
with an army which they. gatbercd- agaioſt 


them:Father Francis promiſiog the Chuiltiags |: 


Tom, 2. 


; 


a long journey , which-was to: 


' cis, What ſhall I 
| lation which he had, that the cock boatwould 


| m7 1 9. the fury of the winds and 


had laid for them, and out ofcuidentdangers: 
and the thing was ſo notorious, that the Bar- 
barians themſelues confeſſed , that the'vitory 
which ours obtained, was not gotten by hu- 
wan force, but by the fauor of heauen. | 
One time to ſuccour 4 ccrtain maid, who 


was in danger of ſelling her chaſtity , he had 


need of a conſiderable alms: he asked it of 1 
great friend of bis a rich man, called Peter 
Vello, whothen was playing inthe house of 
one of his frieads: and having there no mo- 
ncy he gaue the fatherthe key of his desk , 
that he might take out of it what he pleas'd. 
The Father took three hundredduckets, and 
told Peter Vello as much, returning him his 
key, Then Vello anſwered him that he had 
been very ſpating : for when he gave him the 
key , he thought that of thirty thouſand duc- 
kets that were in his dezk , he would have 
taken the half , and he ſaid this fo ſeriouſly 
that the father thanked him for it , and aflu- 
red-him that God out Lord would never be 
wanting to him, and that before he died he 
ſhould know the day of-his death. From this 
very.tiaze Peter Vello became another man, 
and did much alms,and gauc himſelfto works 
of charity. Being now old he vaderſtood that 
our Lord woutd deliver him out of the priſon 
of his body, and take him to himſelf : and 
accordingly he ſet his affairs in Order , gaue 
his goods to the poor ade his will, and took 
leaue of his friends ; as a man that was going 
44h « 


although they ſaid that it was 2 melanctioly 


| bumor, and ſcoffed at him, he prepared hindſelf 


, 


for death , which came vpon him; and thas 
very day he went to enjoy God (aswe hope) 
conformably to:the Prophecy of Father:Pran» 
lay ofthat wonderfull reue- 


returre.to/ the ſhip , and be ſave#!; which 


WAUCcs, 
without any hopes of euer being 


| when he was in the land of Tcrnate he bad 


them pray to God for the foul af Iohes de A- 
rauz (a rich merhant) who at the ſame time 


| dycdin the Hand of Amboynum.Being bound 


for the Moluca's , at the lame time that he 
went forth of the haucn , there went forth 
in another ſhip 4 merchant called Iohn Gal- 
uvano: the father arriuedatthe port, although 
not without difficulty ; and all cxpeRting the 
artiual of John Galuano, he as he was 2prea- 
ching exhortedihea to pray for lohn Galuas 
no's ſoul; for he was now. dead , and fo ir 
proucd to be, for the ſhip was caſt awayin 
whih he went.'When he departed from Mas 

Hahhbh laca 
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.”, JacaforChingbe adviſedIames Perera-hisgreat | not to confeſſion for three years. The Father . 
—— friend in whoſc ſhip he; went , to giue the | being in Baſain met him ;and the man ſcing +, Fx 


WL carc of his merchandizeinthe ſbipto another, | him, came joyfully vato him to ſalute him, Ds. 
BE and embrace him : but the father turning to. »u YYVP 


z£x, for that he whom, he 'had deſigned, would 
>” neucr-come to China : and as the father:ſaid, 


it bappengd,for that man died in the way. 
He.gdid got only by he. ſpirit of prophecy, 
ſe things: ablent and diſtant ,, and declared 
them,and thoſe that were to come beforethey 
bappen'd , but he alſo. penetrated-the hearts, 
and moſt ſecret thoughts of others. A yong 


rich merchant called Iohn Durus, having con- 


- accepted: certain; akns from the > 


felled to father Francis; was, ſ6 much moued 
with.his words and example that be'intreated 
him. with great carneſtnes to admit him into 
his company , for he. would giue all hiszgoods 
to the paor,and follow bim. Hardly couldthe 
father. be brought to condeſcend to him , for 
that he feared. the inconſtancy of the yong 
man :who having bcgun to diſtribute. what 


he had tothe poor, repented himſeli, and being | 


albamed to be ſeen by the father , ſecretly ga- 
thered together all. his Rack , and/put it into 
a ſhip;, intending to depart without ſaying 
any thipg to bim-.At the time that he inten- 
ded todepatt ;the father ſent for himm , arid be 
came With diſhmulation , thinking that he 
knew.nothing of what be'had don , becauſe 
he- had diſcouercd.it to.no bady, The ſather 
took him afide and.with4 ſeuere and grauc 
look aid vato-him::Thou haſt finn'd lohs, 
thon haſt ſinn'd:the; poor man was 8ſtonilhed, 
vnderſianding that God bad repealet tothe 


father that which be contrived in bis. beart, caſt many devileout of the bodys they 


— 


wards him ſaid vnto him : Muſt Lembrace 
thee, who haſt decejued me , and broken thy 
word? ſcing that thou haſt not been at con- 
tcTon fince thou departedſt from me ? | will 
not hold thee for my friend, nor will ſpeak 
ynto thee , vatill thou haſt confeſſed, The 
man vndcrſtood that the father was more then 
a man ,fcing God revealed vnto him all that 
he had .in his heart , went to confeſſion , and 
reformed himſclf. He asked 4 certain freind 
of his in Cochin , how he did ? His friend 
anlwered, I am well father : and the father 
replycd, you are well in body, but ill in ſoul, 
This wan projefted at that very time tocom- 
mit 2 certain wickedhes, and kept it yery ſe. 
cret in his heart , and vnderſtood that Father 
Francis knew it by the light of heauen : he 
made his confeſſion to the Father , and retur« 
ned to:himfelf. The day before he died in the 
land of Sanciana:, looking. vpon one that 
ſcrued him , with {ad and weepipg eys, he faid 
vnto:him witha lamentable voice: Wo be to 
thee ,, wo be to thee, wo be to thee: and 4 
litle.aſter the: vahappy wretch being entan+ 
gled in-the firhy Joue of women, they murs 
thered him. on the ſudden.  '-/ 

"Our Lord wrought many and great mira- 
cles by Father Francis: during his life; and the 
greatcſt miracle bf all was bis life, He 
poſlef 


and caſting himſelf at his feet anſwered him: ſed! ſomerimes by hitnſelf and-otherwhiles by 
L haug- fond father ; L bave finned., He: 1e- the means of boys newly connerted, the de- 
penscd himſelf, and,went to confeſſion, and ils lamenting, and freſting for madaes, to 
tikitg;the holy coundel of Father Francis, he | ſee thermſclues caſt out by the: Father, by:means 


zetuntd-2o his: goad;pumpole , and gauc all 
his{geods te thepoer pentring. ima bis com» 
Papy- The ſame companion , for that.he had 


to: pholiide fog the nevefſitys of Fathes Francis 
wizBoutbis kauc, be ſeparated fromikim, aid 
hanifhcdthim: intol acertain Ilandc for: fome 
flies, the which Jahn Durusbad-4gtrrtain 
Von; andiathoughheyyould have:tonceal'd 
kt, hecould:not;; forFather Francis aficr he 
bad heard his conteſhon, difcouered italbvnto 


of thoſe boys.:.for by reaſon off theit pride 
they held- it for a geeat affront."1n the fawe 
manner in'mapy-platey he cured :wany fick 
people 'who were! afified: with:divers and 
gricuous maladies, cſpceially in the Cape of 
Comorinum'(as we haucifaid;) Iothelland 
of Zitilan he cuzed , wan, ——— 
natdez., ſaying Maſs: for him, whowas gie- 
vouſly: — with e&c-pain of the ſtone. 
Others hereſtored topriſeR bedlth who were 
now” delpaircd-of ,-waking:the.!fign of the 


him ache. great adcramement of him, who 
would:nat manifeſt x; acknowledping that | 
bothiag cantibe. bid fron God, nor fromithoſe 
ta whomcbe willzeucalthe ſecrets of hearts. 
He bad drawn & man:out:of 2 badeftate, and . 
xeduced him to the:loge of verttc; amitothe | 
end:chat.hemight perſeucr in it, he:exhorted | 
him:z© go often. to confeſſion, and'to'return : 
into-the/ Kingdom! of-Pottugal , for that it ' 
was conuenient for bim to do fo:and'althpugh | 
thepromiledto doboth the odearid the other, 
asithe-fatticrhad-commanidedt hiav, 921 he did 
acicher,; for he remained iny Iidin'; and went | 


Croſs; or: caſting, 3-4itle! holy Water ypon 
chems-At Amangutiuw he gave feet to the 
lame ; ſpeech/to-the>»dumb-; heaving:to'the 
deaf2anduwhat:iv-yev more;, he- gave life to 
four. dead cherry (tÞ thretinIndia; and to ano- 
cher i6 Tapony! Of thoſe in; Jodiathe firſt was 
at! Fytical-, of A-certain youg - Gentleman 
deerby: beloued:of his parents, ' who ſorely 
grieutd for the:death/of their fon ,accompe- 
nied by their kindred and'fricnds;/and many 
othergaddreffer themſelues to Father Francis, 
and putting thedead-body bcforebiw , they 
beſought him_with many tears to De 
pa - 4 - l 
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that which that afflited multicude begg d cf 
him with ſo many tears : he fell down vpon 
kis knees , and made his praier, and taking 
the dead wan by the hand , he ſaid vnto trim: 
In the name of Teſus Chriſt ] command thec 
to ariſe, Death forthwith obeyed the Lord of 
life , and the yong man roſe yp alive and well, | 
jeauing all full of ' admiration. The ſecond 
was in the coaſt of Piſcaria , of a litle child , 


the ſon of 4 poor Chciſtian woman, who felt} 


into 4 well, and was drowned : they took out 
the dead child , and carried it to the houſe of 
its mother, where the father moued by her 
tears reſtored it to life. The third wasalſo in 
the coaſt of Piſcaria : and the fourth was of 4 
yong maid in the city vf Cangaxima , when 
he was In m_ : and although that theſe 
miracles are ſo notorious , yet in my opinion 
ſorge of thoſe that follow:are not leſs remar- 
kable. Hr 

When the father: went for China he had 
friendſhip witha certain merchant , who re- 


torned into India , and let looſe the reins to | 


his fenſual appetites: Father Francis appeared 
to him (whether when he was alive, being 4 

way off from him, orafter his death it is 
E Looin ) and witha terrible countenance, 
iHertifed hinrthat God would ſhortly puniſh 
Vic! and the man affrighted;; anſwered , that 
Kd reaſon ?'to whom the father teplicd: 


Hite trot you Well deſeruedit, having coms- | 


mittet ſuch 4 fit? naming the firi vnto hin; 
which was ſo [eeret, that only God ; andthe 
geichant knew it: he repented himſelf of his 
ſin, and confeſſet it , and by the counſel of 
the father took the habit of Saint Francis. Gox 
ig by the bank of 2 broad and deep river, 
which runns by 4 town called Semorra , be- 
ory Malaca , the Pagans began to purſuc 

| and to: caſt dattsand ſtonesar him : he 
withdrew himſelf, and flying mer wich very 
great beam, which lay overthwart the border 
ofthe river and{hindred his paſſage, he took 
t'with Ris haridand turned it aſide with caſe, 
i beirig ſo Heavy , that cifihy mien together 
could not ſtirtit : rhe Pagans were aſtoniſhed 


| ber6at, atid'acRhowledging fomewhat more 
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then buman jn'it , would follow him no fur- 


ther. Brother Petriard 4 Iaponian recoutited'| | 


to'me at Rome ,that he being preſent at A- 
mzv}vciutm ', the: Bonzies propoſed many 
doubts toFather Ftaticis,afid divers and very 
different queſtiohsfome one, & others othery 
coticerning tire-mattets of our holy faith,'and* 
that bavipg heard them all, by one only an- 
ſwer which the fathet gave them ;he ſatisfied 
alf theit demands , as completely as if he had 
anfwered to every one by itſelf, There catwe 
tothefather at Coramandela& poor man who | 
had1oſt all his-goods in the ſea, and begged | 


afſion on their aflition and miſery. The Fa- | 
ther was tenderly moyed, and could not deny 


— 


an a)ms of him , who although he was poor, 
and had nothing to giue him , moved with 
compaſſion he put his hand into his 


his eyes to heauen , he bad the poor mancon- 
fide in God, who'was able to relieve him-:he 
put his hand again into his pocket , ahd drew 
it forth full of peeccs of Gold, which they call 
Fanoos , and gaue them all to the poor man. 
When he travuell'd by ſea he gave all the vic- 
tuals that were given him for his proviſion 
to the poor of the ſhip, and begged his own 
meat. Once having gwen away all the oyl 
that he had brought , a poor man carne td 
begs oyl of him, and the father comanded 
his companion to give him ſome : his com- 
panion told him that there was not 4 drop 
left : but looking again in the veſſel by the 
Fathers Orders, he tound it full, and fatisficd 
the poor man. He found one day i boy fick 
and full offores : be taok bim vpon his ſhoul- 
ders,and faid vnto him: God give thee health: 
bardly had he faid thoſe words three or four 
tires, but our Lord perfe&ly curcd him, and 
the father returned him to his mother ſound 
and well. In the ſea which goes ro China neer 
to Sanciana,there was wont oftentimes to run 
along a furioos and boyſterous wind ( which 
they call TJ ) by which the ſhips ſuffe. 
red miferable wracks : but after that Father 
Francis ſaid Maſs in that Tland of Sairciatia, 
and purged and fanQified it with the myfteries 
bf our redemption ; that'ſca was more calm 
and quict,and the Typhons ran ſeldomer,and 
with leſs fury and forte : So chuch was the 
ptaicr of the father, arid the yertue of holy 
Maſs able to do. We ſhould rieucr make an 
end if we would recount ont by one , all the 
tnicacles which 'our Lotd wrought by this 
Saint in his life, let vs otnit the reſtand come 
to thoſe which he wrought after his death; 
which are ndt' eſs wonderfull then thofe 
which he wrobghe during his life : and that 
we tay bettet relate them , let vs return to 
his happy death ,andtchearfe that which hap- 
EE TT OOTY 
As ſoon as iti the ſhip bf Fitics Perera, int 
which Father Francis had poi , ard which 
was yet in the hatten ofSanciana, hisglotious 
departure was known, thoſe that were iti the 
ſbip ran to the hovel in which he expired,to 
ſee ahd honor him: They found him ſtretched 
out vpon his poor pallet, with 2 new beauty 
of countenance, grace and viuacity of colour, 
that he rather ſeemed to be a living man ta- 
ktng his repoſe; then one that was dead : arid 
futlfof aftoniſhment and detotion they equals 
ly reuerenced him as alive, and b-wailed him 
as dead: They founnd about his neck a reli- 
quary of copper , within it were three _— 
papers: in that in the midle was 2 litle peec 
of 4 bone of the glorious Apoſik S. Thomas, 
whom 


ocket; ni ces. 
but brought it forth empty , then caſting vp 3 X hk. 
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.”, IacaforChingbe aduiſedIames Percrahisgreat | not to confeſſion for three years. The Father, 
—-— friend in whoſc ſhip he, went , to giue the | being in Baſain met him ;and the man ſcin = 
Dorn. Carc of bis merchandizeinthe ſbip to another, | him, came joyfully vnto him to ſalute him, Dicw Bo 
"25x, for that he whom, he had deſigned; would | and embrace him : but the father turning to. vu NV 

-© neucr-come to China : andas the father ſaid, 


it bappened, for that man dicd in the way. 
He.did got only by che. ſpirit of prophecy, 
ſee things: ablent and diſtant /, and declared 
them,and thoſe that were to come beforethey 
happen'd , but he alſo penetrated the hearts, 
and moſt ſecret thoughts of others. A yong 


rich merchant called /Iohn Durus, having con- 


feſſed to father Francis; was, ſ6 much moued 
with. his words and example,that be'intreated 
him. with great carncſtnes to admit him into 
his company , for he. would giue all his goods 
to the paor,and follow bim. Hardly could the 
father be brought to condeſcend to him , for 
that he feared. the inconſtancy of the yong 
man :who having begun to diſtribute. what 
he had tothe poox, repented himſeli, andbeing 
aſhamed to be ſcen by the father , ſecretly pa- 
thered together all. his Rack , and put it into 
a ſbip;, intending to depart without ſaying 
any thing to him At. the time that he inten- 
ded todepart ;the father ſent for him , arid he 
came With diſhmulation , thinking that he 
knew.nothing of what be'had don , becauſe 
he- bad diſcouered.it to.no body, The ſather 
took him afide and. with.2 ſcuere and grauc 
look ſaid vato-him::Thou haſt finn'd lobs, 
thon haſt ſinn'd:the;poor man was aſtoniſhed, 
vnderſianding that, God bad repealed tothe 


wards bim ſaid vnto him : Muſt Lembrace 
thee, who haſt deccjued me , and broken thy 
word? ſcing that thou haſt not been at con- 
tcfon fince thou departedſt from me ? 1 will 
not hold thee for my friend, nor will ſpeak 
ynto thee , vntill thou haſt confeſſed, The 
man-vnderſtood that the father was more then 
a man ,fcing God reuealed vnto him all that 
he bad in his heart , went to confeſſion , and 
reformed himſcit. He asked 4 certain freind 
of his in Cochin , how he did ? His friend 
anſwered, I ata well father : and the father 
replycd, you are well in body, but ill in ſoul, 
This wan projedted at that very time tocoms 
mit 2 certain wickedhes, and kept it yery ſe. 


| cret in his heart , and vndcerſtood that Father 


Francis knew it by the light of heauen : he 
made his confeſſion to the Father , and retur« 
ned to:himfelf. The day before he died in the 
land of Sanciana:, looking. vpon one that 
ſerued him , with ſad and weeping eys, he faid 
vnto him witha lamentable voice: Wo be to 
thee ,, wo be to: thee;,wo be to thee: and 4 
litle.after the-vabappy wretch being entan+ 
gled in, the filthy Joue of women, they murs 
thered hitn. on the ſudden. ,  '-* | 

Our Lord wrovght many and great mira- 
cles by Father Francis: duting his life; and the 
greateſt miracle bf all was his yery life, He 


father that which be contrived in! bis. beart, caſt many devilsout of the bodys they polle( 
and caſting himſelf at his feet anſwered him: fed! ſomerimes:by hitnſelf and-otherwhiles by 
L hauc- fined father ; I. bave: finned., He: 1e- the means of boys newly connerted, the de- 
penscd himſelf, and, went to confeſſion, and vils lamenting, and freſting for madnes, to 
tdkihg;the holy. coundel of Father Francis, he | ſee themſclues caſt out by the Father, by: means 
xetuntd-20 his: goad;puipole ; and gauc all '| of thoſe boys':.for by reaſon of theit pride 


- accepted: certain; alns from'the _ 


hi{geeds ta the porr pamtring, ima bs com 
Pepys The ſame companion , for that. he had 


to ptolide fog the neoaffitys of Father Francis 
wiztoutbis kauc, be ſcparated fromikim, atid 
Hanifhcdthim! into! a.certain Ilandctor: ſome 


fajes, :irthe which Jahn Durusbad-4atrrain 


Von; andiathoughheyould haue:tonceal'd 
kt, he:could:not; for Father Francis:after he 
bad heard his confclhon, difcouered italbvrito 
him wa'thbe.great actrazement of hin, who 
would nat manifeſt 'it{ ncknowle 
bothiag can'ibe. bid from/God, nor fromithoſe 
toi wmhom:bo will zeueal-the ſecrets of hearts. 


dping that | 


He bad drawn a man:out:of 2 badeftate, and 


xeduced:him to the/lone of vertte; amtitothe 


him:zo go often. to confeſſion , and to return 


was conuenient for bim to do fo:andalrhpugh | 


thepromiledto doboth the ofiecarid the other, 
asithe- fatticrhad-commanidett hiav, 921 he did 


acicher.; for he retained iy Icidin/; and went 


they held-it for a great affront."1n the fawe 
manner in'magy-plates he cured many fick 
people 'who were afifed: with: divers and 
gricuous maladies, eſpceially in the Cape of 
Comorinum!(as we hauc ifaid;) In the lland 
of Ziilan — wan, C— 
natdez., faying Maſs: for him., who was gric- 
voully- COEEEOD of the ſtone. 
Others hereſtored toprifet bedlth whowere 
now- delpaiied-df ;-waking:the.'fign of the 
Croſs; or: caſting, 3»litle! holy water vpon 
them At Amangueium' he gave feetto the 
lame; -fpcech/to-the-dumb+; heaving:to'the 
deafi2:and:what:iv-yes more; he: gaue life to 
ſour. dead cher {tb thretinIndia; and to ano- 


| | | eber'i6 1apony! Ofthoſein-Jodiathe firſt was 
end-chat-hemight perſever in it, he:exhorted | 


at!FyHtical-, of A-certain youg - Gentleman 


| deerby:brloued: of his' patents, ' who ſorely 
into-the: Kingdom! of. Pottugal , for that it * 


prieutd for the'death of their fon ,accompe- 
nied by their kindred and fricnds;/and many 
others addrefferb themſelues to Father Francis, 


| and putting thedead-body' before hiw , they 


beſought him. with many tears to take con 
.- ... paſſion 
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paſſion on their afflition and miſery. The Fa- | 
3+ ther was tenderly moyed, and could not deny 


* that which that'afflited multicude begg'd of 
* him with ſo many tears : he fell down vpon 
kis knees , and made his praier, and taking 
the dead man by the hand , he ſaid vnto trim: 
In the name of Teſus Chriſt ] command thec 
to ariſe, Death forthwith obeyed the Lord of 
life ; and the yong man roſe vp alive and well, | 
jeaving, all full of ' admiration. The ſecond 
as in the coaſt of Piſcaria , of a litle child , 
the ſon of 4 poor Cheiſtian woman, who felt 
into 4 well, and was drowned : they took out 
the dead child , and carried it to the houſe of 
its mother, where the father moued by her 
tears reſtored it to life, The third wasalſo in 
the coaſt of Piſcaria : and the fourth was of i 
yong maid in the city of Cangaxima,, when 
he was in n_— : and although that theſe 
miracles are ſo notorious , yet in my opinion 
ſome of thoſe that follow-are not leſs remar- 
kable. Mt; 
When the father: went for China he had 
friendſhip witha certain merchant , who re- 


torned into India , and let looſe the reins to | 


his fenſual appetites: Father Francis appeared 
_ tohim (whether when he was alive, being 4 


cat way off from him, or after his death it is | 


known ) and witha terrible countenance, 
idhertifed hinrthat God would ſhortly puniſh 
big afd the man affrighted:; anſwered, that 
KH#dreaſon :'to whoth the father teplied: 


Hide riot you Well deſeruedit, having com- | 


mite ſuch 4 fity? naming the firi vnto hin; 
which was ſo [eeret, that only God , andthe 
mtichant knew it; he repented himſelf of his 
ſin, and confeſſed it , and by the counſel of 
the father took the habit of Saint Francis. Gox 
itg- by the bank of 2 broad and deep river, 
which-runns by 4 town called Semorra , be- 
very Malaca , the Pagans began to purſue 

, and to: caſt dattsand ſtonesart him : he 
withdrew himfelf, and flying mer with 4 very 
great beam, which lay overthwart the border 
ofthe river and'hindred his paſſage, he took 
t'vith his haridand turned it afide with caſe, 
i beirig ſo Heavy , that rijfdhy men together 
could not ſtirrit : the Pagans were aſtoniſhed 
. bereat, atid acknowledging fomewbat wore 


then buman in'it , would follow hios no fur- | 
ther. Brother Petriard 4 Iaponian recoutited'| '& 


to/me at Rome ,that he being preſent at A- 
rzv}0ciut ', the' Bonzies propoſed many 
doubts toFather Ftancis.atd divers and v 
different queſtionsfome one, & others others 
coticerning thre-mattcts of our holy faith, and? 
that having heard them all, by one only an- 
{wer which the fathet gave them , he ſatisficd 
alf theit demands , as completely as if he had 
anfwered to every one by itſelf. There cate 
tothefather at Coramandela& poor man who 
had1oſt all his-goods in tho fea, and begged 


——_—— 


an a/ms of him , who although he was poor, 
and had nothing to giue him ; moued with 
compaſſion he put his hand into his 


his eyes to heauen , he bad the poor man con- 
fide in God, who'was able to relieve him -: he 
put his hand again into his pocket, ahd drew 
it forth full of peeces of Gold, which they call 
Fanoos , and gaue them all to the poor man. 
When he travuell'd by ſea he gave all the vic- 
tuals that were given him tor his prouifon 
to the poor of the ſhip, and begged his own 
meat, Once having gwen away all the oyl 
that he had brought , a poor man carne td 
begs oyl of him, and the father comanded 
his companion to give him ſome : his com- 
panion told him that there was not 4 drop 
left : but looking again in the veſſel by the 
Fathers Orders, he tound it full, and fatisficd 
the poor man. He found one day i boy fick 
and full offores: be taok bim vpon his ſhoul- 
ders,and faid vnto him: God give thee health: 
bardly had he faid thoſe words three or four 
times, but our Lord perfe&ly cured him, and 
the father returned him to his mother ſound 
and well. In the fea which goes ro China neer 
to Sanciana,there was wont oftentimes to run 
along a furious and boyſterous witid ( which 
they call Typhon ) by which the ſhips ſuffe» 
red miferable wracks : but after that Father 
Francis ſaid Maſs in that Iland of Sattciana, 
and purged and ſfanQified it with the myfteries 
bf our redemption ; that fea was more calm 
and quict,and the Typhons ran'ſcldomer, and 
with leſs fury and forte : So chuch was the 
ptaicr of the father, arid the vyertue of holy 
Maſs able to do. We ſhould rieuer make an 
end if we would recount ont by one , all the 
tmicacles which our Lotd wrought by this 
Saint in his life, let vs otnit the reſtand come 
to thoſe which he wrought after his death; 
which are ndt' teſs wonderfull 'then thofe 
which he wrbbghe during his life * and that 
we tay bettet relate them , Iet vs return? to 
his Happy death ,andtchearfe that which hap- 
non HORA dr ret 
As ſoon at iti the ſhip bf Fartics Peretd, int 
which Father Francis had pot , ard which 
was yet in the hatten ofSanciina, hisglotious 
departure was Known, thoſt that were iti the 
ip ran to the hobel in which he expiredto 
ſee ahd honor him: They found him ſtretched 
out vpon his poor pallet, with 4 new beauty 
of countenance, grace and viuacity of colour, 
that he rather ſeemed to be a living man ta- 
ktng his repoſe; theni one that was dead : arid 
futl”of aſtoniſhment ahd detiotion they equals 
ly reuerenced him as alive, and b-wailed him 
as dead: They founnd about his neck a reli- 
quary ofcopper , within it were three m_— 
papers: in that in the midle was 2 litle pecc 
of 3 bone of the glorious Apoſik S." Thomas, 
whom 


ocket; pj ce. 
but brought it forth empty , then calting vp 53 b k 
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whow he beld for his ſingular patron , ard 
pattern, & particularly recommended himlclt 


Ecex- VAtO bim : thc other was a ſubſcription in the 


#x£ x hand of Saint Jgnativs, his father, and maſter, 


which ſhewed the opinion he had of his ſanc- 
tity, and the grcat confidence he' hadin his 
wr erits. The thizd paper were the vows ot his 
profc ion, written in bis own hand, that he 
might alwaics remember what be had promi 

{ed to God, and endeauor periely to pertorai 
it. Theſe weie the 1iches , this the pretious 
ticaſure with which Saint Frantis dycd , aid 
the weapons with which be went armed a: 
gain all the encounters and machins ot Sa- 
than , and of all hell, The Portugheſes tock 


" his ſacred body with the greateſt honor, and 


ſolemnity they could, and veſicdin his Piieſt» 
ly ornaments , they buricd itina coffin ina 
place apait, with intention to carry it toMar 
laca when the ſhip ſkould depart : and that 
they might be able to do it more cafily , they 
caſt a good quantity of quick lime into the 
coffin, to cat vp tke t:cfh, that the bones might 
bc more clean,and without any bad fent.T wo 
months and 4 balt altes, which was the ſcucn- 
tcenth of February one thouſand five hundred 
fitty three, the flip being todepart for Malaca, 
ihe Captain ſending to ſee if the body were 
in 4 condition to be caiied with him , they 
found it without any change atall, with the 
ſame colour , and liucly lock, and with ſhews 
rather ot lite then death, They were all ama- 
zcd,and much mote when they touch'd , and 
handled it , and ſaw that the body was not 
only. cntire , but alſo firm , and full of juice 
and blood, and with the entrals vacorrupted, 
ſcndipg forth from itfelf a moſt ſweet odour, 
in proot that when his bleed foul took away 
tom the body depaiting trom ititlett 1t much 


ſapRity. They carried with proceſſion , and | 


a ncw iclentment, the boly body to the ſhip as 
it was: they hoyſtcd ſail, and by a proſperous 
nawgation (the winds obeying father Fran- 
Cis) they artiued at Malaca vpon the two and 
twentith of March, When it was known inthe 
city that the ſhip was artiued , and what it 
brought , all went forth to 1cceiue and honor 
the body ot their holy father, Paſtor , Prophet, 
and malicr,and with a molt (olemn proceſſion, 
catrricd 1t to the Chuich of the Socicty , al- 
though at that time there was no body of the. 
SoCicty in thatcuty : tor that the ſame Father 
Francis had commanded them to go out, in 
puniſhment of the diſobcdicace and obſtinacy 
ot the Captain of Malaca, who ſtopped the 
journey of lames Pererainto. China ; who as 


40 gicat a treind of the tather , ſhed moſt teats 


ot joy vpon the (fight of his boly body , and 
with greatcit libexality & care cndeauored to 
make itto be honored by all: though indeed 
ficle was necdtull co be done,tor all the people 
of the city fgocked with gicat deuotion , to 


| 


kiſs the coffin in which it was , and totouch =— 
with their beads , and reucrence the boly ces 

licks : eſpecially when they ſaw that by toy. Decaue 
| ching ot«hem a man that was very ill of his *** 


bicaſt was immediately cured. They © 

there the coffin, and tound the a. —_ 
ſame incorwuption which it had when they 
putitin, all admitipg at the wonders which 
God workes for the honor of his Saints, Ang 
tothe end that it wight be more wanifeit low 
great a Saint Fatbe: Francis was, and how 
our Loid honored him, his divin Majeſty pers 
mitted that there they ſtould take him out of 
the coffin and bury him inche bare earth, with 
pricſtly garments as he was : putting only 4 
lipnen cloth over his face, and a pillow of 
61k vnder his head. And in the month of Aye 
guſt following father Iohn de Beyra of the $9. 
ciety hauirg come to Malaca, who was going 
from Goa4o the Molucas, and haviog tor his 
deyotion ſecretly opencd the grave, he (ound 
the linnen w hich coucred his face, and the 
pillow he bad vnder his head all red with 
tieſh blood, and 4 heaucnly odour , and the 
body as entire as when he expired: and with 
the ſame integrity were the garments , and 


| orDaments with which they buricd him, and 


as freſh as if thcy had never been vſced. Then 
the deuotion increaſing , they took the body 
from where it was , and put it into 4 coffin 
furred with damask , and covered with 4 
rich cloth of gold, to carry it to Goa when 
the motion ſhould: come ( for ſo they call 
the winds which. run at -certain times. ) 
Andit plcaſed our Lord , that from that day, 
In which the ſacred body was honorably put 
in this ſceond coffin , the plague which raged 
ſorely in Malaca ceaſed, through the mciits. 
of the holy Father , and hercopon the deuo» 
tion of the people was much increaſed to- 
wards bim. When the time ſerucd to depart 
they put the body of the holy father richly 
adorned (as it was in its ſhrine) with many 
lighted tapers, and perfumes into a certain 
ſhip, which alone was in the haucn of Malaca 
in which becauſe it was old, and rotten , the 
Portugheſe merchants darcd not to embark 
their merchandize : but vaderſtanding that 


the body of the father was to go in it, they | 


were ſecure, and fraighted their werchandize, 
holding for certain , that that ſhip carrying 
ſuch a Pilot and defence, would arrive (afcly: 
and as they thought ſo it happened. For als 
though the ſhip ran 4 ground , and they held 
themſclucs for loit,, bringing out the holy 
COxps vpon the hatches of the ſhip , a0 
they all proſtrate beſecching our Lord, that 
through the interceſſion of Father Francis, hc 
would be pleaicd to deliuer them out of 

ſo eminent danger , immediately they came 
forth of it. Finally they arrived at Baticala, 


and becauſe the winds were contrary , the 
Captain 


Captain of the ſhip Lopez de Noronnia , 
1. went ina boat to Goa, to demand a reward 
» of the Viceroy Alphonſus de Noronnia , for 
:® hiinging the fiſt news of the ineftimable gift 
which hc brought ir his ſhip,” The Viceroy 
oaue him a Brigandine well appointed and 
Ight- to bring it immediately : tor. fo great 


was his deuotion , and that of the Society, 


and of all the city' of Goa, andtheir defite to 
ſee this ſacred trea(vre , that they would not 
expe& till the ſhip arrived, Jn this Brigandin 
went Father Melchior Nuoniez, ReQor of 
the College of S. Paul ; and vice-Provincial 
ofthe Socicty in:India., with. ſome. other fa- 
thers : and after they had ſeen the body of the 
Bleſſed Saint entire; fixteen monthsaiter his 
death; and reverenced it with: many tears; 
they 'carried it! out of the ſhip:in which it 
was,jnto the Brigandine with great-joy , and 
ſhooting of artillery! and the day follow ing 
they dilembarked it-in an Hermitage of out 
Lady-of Rebandar-; half a league:from Goa. 
The next day which was Friday ,inthe year 
one thouſand five bundred fifty four, it was 
received with a' moſt ſoiemn proceſſion, and 
withtke concurſe of an innumerablc.of peo- 
ple out of the city ,-ot zich and- poor, great 
and litle, religious and ſeculars ;men and wo» 
men./There went before ninctylitle boys in 
ſurpliſies , with-garlands vpon 'theit heads; 
and green boughs in their hands: after them 
went the Bretheten-of Mercy with their ban» 
ner.,and thee a'coffin covered: withcloth of 
gold: and itnmediately aſter followed all the 
Clergy ; and aſter them the ſhrive ih which 
was the body of the Saint, which was carried 
by Prieſts ot the Socicty accompanied by the 
Viceroy and all the Nobility, The ſtreets were 
hung with rich tapeſtry, and full of lights, 
and moſt ſweet odours; and ſo thronged with 
people that they were ſcarce able to break 
through them;the windows and gallerys were 
hlled with people : all the- bells rung , and 
the artillery was ſhot off; they. came to the 
Church of the Socicty which,althbough it was 
ypon the day of our Loids paſſion , was mag- 
nficently adorned : the (brine was put in,the 
thief chappet, where Maſs was ſaid : but the 
preſſing of the people was ſo great, that they 
broke the grate ovt of defire to'fee , touch, 
and reverence the holy body , and it waspot 
poſſible-to put the people out of the Church, 
varill it had been ſhewed vnto them three 
times this morning ,and it was neceſlaty to 
keep it the three other following daics, veſted 
az it was, and with face and hands vncovered 
to ſatisfy the people : on'the fourth day they 
placed it in 4 vault which was opened,neer 
tothe Great Altar,on the Ghoſpel-fide. When 
the miracle of the integrity of tather Francis 
his body was diuulged, -and how that ſixteen 


mombs ater his death, and after it had been | 


Tom. 2. 
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ſo many months vnder ground; and had been 
buricd in guick lime, it was without any cor- 


ruption,, with the fleſh freſhand juycy, and n;.e,: 
ota lively colour , andthat his very garments & x, * 


were entire , and as it were _new , in fine 
that he was rather like one aliue then dead: 
Doctor Awbroſe Ribera Inquiſitor, and Vicar 
Cencral of Goa , by rcaſon cf his office re-, 
ſolued to be ccitified of the truth of this mis». 
racle, as allo beraufe the Viceroy had com- 
manded that Door Coſmas of Sarayua his 
Phy fitian, and the Vicar ſhould fee withtkeir 
own eyes,,: and handle the holy. body with 
their own .hands.,, and make 1elation vnto 
him how it was : and they with great dili-+ 
gence did, ſo , and ſaw, and touched all the., 
patts of the body of the Father, and held it 
for 4 miraculous thing, andatteſted the ſame 
vpon oath. This ſo great 4 miracle of the in- 
corruption and integrity of the body.ot Saint 
Francis was well and.certainly known inthe 
city of Goa, and from thence it wasdivulged 
thtoughout all India. Byt beſhQes this miracle 
our Lord wrobght- many otheis throvgh his 
interceſſion aſter bis death: for omitting forme 
which arc related abouc: when the body of 
the holy fathet paſſed by. Baticala;;,the wife 
of Antony Rodriguez jaQtor for the kiog,cal- 
led Mary Serrani; who had been fick-for many 
months , praying before it , was ,preſently 
cured, She got 4litle piece of the girdle of 
the holy father and put. it. in 4 Reliquary 
which ſhe -wareabopt het neck , and there» 
with: cured afon.;of. hers two ſeyeral times ; 
faſt of an afgfue 'which had -held him fix 
months , and afterwards of at Apoplexy :: 
with the ſame alſo ſhe;cured her husband of 
another {icknes, andtwo. boys that had becn 
hurt , and cauſed an caſy delivery; to 4 wo« 
maneſcruant of hers, who was juſt a dying 
with the pains ofchildbirth. When the Saints 
body arrived at Goa,there was I certain Lady 
by name lane Perera. who fecmed to be ra; 
thet 4 dead woman: then lining, by seaſon of 
a violent diſeaſe which had been conſuming 
her for three months: this poor afflited wo- 
man being in that weak condition that she. 
could not go toſee the proceſſion and receps 
tion that was made , ſhe recommended her- 
ſelf with X lively faith to the Saint,and imme- 


| diately felt berſelf notably becter , and recos 


gered her perte& health and ſtrength, Many 
fick of divers and grieuous infirmitys,by only 
touching the holy body, or the (brine in which 
it lay, the three daies in which it was expoſed 


; to publik view at Goa, were cured. In the 
ſame city of Goa Antony Rodriguez hauing 
' ſuch ſore eyes that he could not fee, putting 
, vpon them the hand of the dead father imme» 
| diately recouered his fight, The ſame happes 
' ned to 4 Prieſt called Balthazar Diaz, who 
 beivg ſore afflied; with 2 gricuous quiney, 
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and not able to ſwallow down any thing, 
by only touching the body of the father was 


Deceu- cured, A Chriſlian, one of the new Converts | 
8&8, kepr as 4 great treaſure the diſciplin with | 


which Father Francis chaſtized his body and | 


by means of it God our Lord gave healtbto 
wany ſick, and wrought great wonders.Some 
woren that were held tor dead becauſe they 
could not be delivered , by thouchivg only 
ſome hairs of the father, brought forth their 
fruit , and lived: In Iapony many tormented | 
by devils were free , laying vpon their bead 
A Breviary of Father Francis : whom throu- 
ohout all 'Jndia they hold tor 4 Saint, and for 
theit Patron, and proteQtor : and the 'Portu- 
gheſes when 'they travel by ſea ( eſpecially 
when they to go to the Hand of Sanciana 
where he died) inuocate him as 4 Saint, and 
recommmend themſclues vnto bim; Andnot 
only throughout India ;but alſo: throughout 
all'Chriſtendom the fatne of his ſarQity has 
ſpread itfelf,arid a deuotion towards him: and 
by means of this devotion our Lord wakes his 
ſervant glorious by new miracles. For in the 
city of Ebora Father Leon Henriquez Reftor 
of the Society of Icſus, and father Andrew 
Cabreda of the ſame Society; being ſore afflis 
Qed with feaucrs , recotnmending themſclues 
to the father ,, obtained perfe health. And in 
Patis 4 woman that was already deſpaired of, 
and juſt a dying with the pains of her travel, 
brought forth a child ſound and well /and ber- 
ſelt liucd.' And to conclude. that which con- 
ccrts the! miracles which .our Lord: has 
wrought by him ſince his death : Inthe caſtle 
of Xavier and houſe of:Fathes Francis, there 
is 4 very deuout Ciucihx of »very ancient 
work : the which whilſt the father was alive, 
did often ſweat at ſuch times as he endured 
in India ſome great,and extraordinary labour, 
and the year in which he died , it ſweet every 
friday of that year, with the great admiration 
of thoſe that ſaw and knew it. | 
This bleſſed father died (as we haue faid) 
in the Iland of Sanciana, nee to China, ypon 
the ſecond of December in the year one thou- 
ſand five hundred fiſty two , when be was 
fifty years old, and bad laboured tep years 
and about ſeuen months in the Indies:where 
his death was much lamented by all- the 
Chriſtians, for having loſt ſo great a father 
and maſter. But he who moſt reſented his 
death was the moſt gracious King of Portugal 
Iobn the third : for befides that he moſt ten- 
derly loved the father, as one whom himſcli 
bad ſent into Jndia , be alſo honored him as 
4 Saint, and looked vpon him as the greateſt 
fafeguard anddefence which India had , and 
thought that that ſo ſtrong A pillar falling, that 
countrey mult nceds be much weakned : But 
Knowing the heroical and renowned vertues 
of this holy: father , and the many and great 


| 


miracle 1which ovr Lord wrought by him.he = 
reſolues to make ſupplicationto his Yolneſg _ 3+ 
the Pope that. he would-Canonize bim, ang "© 
put him into the Catalogue of the Saints « **% 


and that he might be able to. do it more 
groundgedly, be writ a |ctter diſpatched Vpon 
the eight and twentithof Match in the year 
one thouſarid five hundred fiſty fix,to Francis 
Barret his Viceroy of India , in which he 
ccmmanded him , that with great care and 
diligence he ſhould cauſe inforwation to be 


taken concerning the life and death, vertyes 
3 


and wiracles of Father Francis in the places 
of India io which he bad:been, and toexamin 
the witnefles who knew himand converſed 
with bim ,.and to receive their teſtimonies 
vnder oath; and toſendhim the Proceſs ſhue 
vp , ſigned with bis cwn band, and ſealed 
with his. own ſeal. All was done as the king 
cotyumanded, although only in four towns of 
India, which were Goa,. Cochin , Bazain, 
and Malaca : and I haue ſeen a copy of this 
Proccis which was fortned in India.and was 
ſcnt to the king whb was already dead when 
it catne into Portugal : and. ſo he could not 
treat ( ashe had intended) about the Canonis 
zation of Father Francis. 
Morcouer by the death of the ſame father” 
his coming ovt of India into Portugal was 
hindred, as the Bleſſed Father S. Ignatius had 
deſigned. For this boly Father ſciog himſelf 
to be old and loaded with infirmitys,andjude 
ging out of his humility that he had nottuſfi- 
cient forces to goucrn the Society, he defired 
to caſe himſelf of the burden of General,and 
to caſt it ypon the ſhoulders of FatherFrancis? 
that he as ſo rehowned and Apoſtolical 2. 
man, might illuſtrateby his preſence the parts 
and countreys of the Weſt , as he had illumi- 
nated by his preaching thoſe of the Eaſt, and 
wight by his government honor , and amplity 
the Society, For as Father Francis eſteemed, 
obeyed, and reverenced Blefied Father Igna- 
tivs., and with full mouth called himGreat 
Saint and with all his might cndcauorcd to 
imitate him , fo the Bleſſed Father Ignatius 
knew the rare gifts ahd adtnirable vertuet of 
Father Francis , and Joued bim as his moſt 
deer ſon, and as3 lively portraiture and re- 
ſctpblance of himſelf : eſpecially knowing 
theloue, and zeal which he had of the' good 
of the Society which he defired to comwitto 
his charge , which was ſo great that in the 
prone dangers and ſlormshe recommende 
imſeclf tothe Saints of the Society in heaven, 
and attributed all his good ſaccefſes to theit 
praiers , and to the praicrs of the Fathe!s 
that were yet living vpon catth, as hiooſ 
ſaies jn A certain epiſile in theſe words:Many 
times God our Lord hasgiuen me to vnder- 
ſtand within me in wy ſoul, from how wap) 


corporal davgers and ſpiritual uy wet 
ay 


: 
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Decen* þ1:low arc fighting of the bleſſed Society of 
zi& FESYS, and of thoſe who arc now trium- 
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have been kept by the devout and continual 
Sacrifices and praiers of all thoſe who bere 


pbing in glory, who in this life did fght;and 
were of the Society. This account ] give you 
moſt dear fathers , and brothers in Chriſt, of 
the much that I owe you, to the end that you 
would all help we to pay , that which alone 
I can reither pay to God, nor to you. When 
I begin to ſpeak of the holy Society of Ieſus, 
I know not how to get out of ſo delightſull 
a diſcourſe. Theſe are all the words of Father 
Francis written in4 certain epiſtle which I 
haue in bis own hand, But to return to that 
which we were ſpeaking of, with this inten« 
tion the Blcſled}Father Jgnatius writ to Fa- 
ther Francis , and ordained that he ſhould 
return into Portugal , to call him in his time 
to Rome , and to renounce ynto him the 
charge of General : but when the letter of 
Saint Jgnativs came into Jndia, Father Fran- 
cis was already enjoying God in heauen. So 
great wasthe fame and opinion of the Sanctity 
of this bleſſed Saint, not only in all the Pro- 
vinces and countreys of India , and in the 
kingdom of Portugal , but alſo in Europe, 
and particularly in Rome , that in-the few 
daics that his Holincſs Marcellus the ſecond 
lived in the Papal dignity , vndcrſtandiog 
thatFather Francis by the Order ofthe Bleſſed 
Father Jpnatius was to come out of India 
Into Portugal , avd trom thence toRome, he 
faid to & very grave perſon,from whom J had 
K : if he come into Portugal, it will not be 
needfull for bim to come to Rome that we 
may ſce him , for we will gointo Portugal to | 
ſee him. The which words although they 
were ſpoken by way of amplification,yet they 
declare much the eſteem which the holy Pope 
had of this great ſervant of our Lord. 

The Bleſicd Father Saint Francis Xaverius 
Was of bigg and full body , and very ſtrong, 
of a grave and ſwect countenance, his com- 
plexion was white ; and ſomewhat red , his 
eyes black and eleer his head well proportio® 
ned, hisnoſe of A mite fize, his beard black, 
his look cheerfull,lively,and full of authority: 
he wore his hair with ſhort locks , and went 
ina poor ſhojt Caſſock, but clean,and with- 
out a cloke, to conform himſelf to the other 
poor Pricſts, and to the cuſtom of the coun- 
trey. Father Horatius Turſelin has written 

his life in fix books in Latin , and Father 
Jobn de Locerna in ten in Portugheſe : and 
the Fathers Lewis Guzman in the hiſtory of 
Caftille , concerning the miſſiohs of the So- 
ciety in the Eaft-Indies,and father JohnPeter 
Maffevs in his hiſtory of the things of Jadia 
compoſed in Latin , do treat largely ut the 
life, vertues , and heroical deeds of Fathei 


Francis (all theſe four fathers are of the So- 


Ciety and how much ſocyer any of them do 


ſon of what might be ſaid. For ccitainly it 
is 2 ſtupendious thing to conſider the cou- 
rage and ſpirit, with which this bleſſed father, 
all alone, poor , and to fleſhly eyes vile an1 
contewptible ſet ypon the conqueſt, not of 
one city , Province, or kingdom, but of i 
New World : not to ſubdue it by arms , and 
to make it tributary to ity king, but to draw 
it out of the captiuity of Sathan, and to reſtore 
it toits truc and ancient Lord? What immenſe 
ſeas did he fayl through? How many and how 
dangerous gulfs did he-crols? what ſtrange; 
inbuman, and batbatiovus , lands, nations, and 
countreys did-he illuminate &In how'many 
moſt remote countreys did he ſer vÞthe ſtan» 
dart of the moſt holy Croſs, arid with it terris 
fied the devils ? He made hell tremble; deliues 
red the prey out of the paws of Sathan , and 
accompanied by ihnumerable fouls which he 
had gained to our Loid, vitorfousathd'glo- 


rious he went to enjoy him who hafl tought 
in him, and ouctcome by him? Certain Hi- 
ſtoriographers write of Alexander the 'Great 
that hating fay that there, were matjy worlds 
he wept and was fad; for that htHhad nor'yer 
wholly conqueted' one: becauſe all that he 
had gained, was but litle to his courtouſnes 
and ambition, But'with how much more rea« 
ſon may we wonder at the divin courage and 
ſpirit of Father Francis Xaverius,whoknow- 
ing by natural Philoſophy that there was but 
one world, and by the Chriſtian and beavenly 
Philoſophy , that alt the menthat are in it, of 
what hs and condition ſoeuer, were CIEA- 

ted by the goodnes of our Lord, to adore and 

ſcruc him , and toacknowledge for their de- 

livererand Redeemer his moſt Blefled fon'Ic- 

ſus Chriſt, all on fice with lively flatacs of 
this Lord, putting vnder his feet atd ttam= 
pling vpon whatſoever others value and 
eſteem in this wotld, baniſhed himſelf 'out of 
his own countrey and natiue ſoil , and armed 
only with God who guided him , went to 

conquer the ſouls of countreys ſo rae, and 
nations ſo batbarous, and men ſomonſtrous, 
| and inhuman , thatmany of thee ſetined ra 
ther to be ſauage beaſts then men ? And this 
with ſuch an inſatiable thirſt of their good, 
that the whole vniucrs was ſtrait and narrow 

to his large and feruorous heart : and with 

ſo great a courage and conſtansy that he 

found eaſc in labours , delight in — 

ſecurity in dangets , 2 haven in tempeſts, 
peace 1 war , and life in death: that heknew 

well the valuc of the blood which God ſhed 

vpoti 4 Croſs, atid the eſteem which ought 
tobe had of 4 ſoal , for which the author of 
life died?Great and much praiſed arc the deeds 
of the valiant ſoldiers , and couragious Cap- 


; tains , who difcouered and conquered by 
their 
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enlarge themſelues , all js ſhort ini Compari--—— 
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their navigations and armsthis new World, 
"7, and witha handfullof men ſubdued ſo many 
Dzcxu- 28d ſuch large Provinces and kingdoms in 
zen, Eaſt Indies of Portugal,and Weſt of Caſtile: 


mention of him : In Sanciano an Tland of, 
China , cf Saint Francis Xaverivs of the Sc. 

Ciety of Icſus, Apoſtle of the Indies,renowed Diciy 
all over the world, for the multitude of In. »+2, 


| 


becauſe they gaue vs knowledge of many 
thiogp which we knew not before; enriched 
our kingdoms, with gold and filuer , with 
pearls and pretious ſtones, with ſpices, druggs, 
and an inhnity of other merchandizes, which 
come vnto vs out of India,cnlarged theEmpire 
of their kings, £nnobled , and illuſtrated their 
countreys; and placed their tropheys in the 
vimoſt baunds of . the carth. But our holy 
and glorious Captain does deſerue fo much 
more praiſe and glory , who alone, and not 
accompanicd, by multitudes., vnarmed, and 
rot with ſhips of war and armies; moued by 
the pure; zeal of God, and not by .ambition 
and couctouſnes, with ſo. great pouerty. ahd 
nakednes., with ſo great dangers and incom- 
moditys., with ſo great ſolicitude and fezuor, 
ran over {0 many (< Hes wk and Provinces , 
not'to deſicoy then, nor. to rob them, nor to 
ſubdue them by force of ares , nor to take 


away their libetty from them , but to make 


thoſe that 4hbabited them truly free, and to 


dcliuer. them out of the ſlavery of ſfin,and out | | 


of the. captivity of that tyratit whom they 
adorcd.in ſtones, clay, ang ſtocks, andin the 
woiks of their. own hauds , -and like men 
ynder the.ſubz: Aion and oppreſſor: of lo cruel 
a tyrant,liued l:ke beaſts in abominable and 
enormous filthinefles : he deſerves , 1 ſay ,fo 
much moie praiſe and;glory, as much as hea» 
wen ſurpaſſes earth , divin Sacramer:ts tems 
poral treaſures,the medicins of the ſoul thoſe 
of, the, body , eternal felicity that which is 
but for, 3 mowenr, 4 mana beaſt, i Chriſtian 
an; Infidel, a child of God a ſlaue of the devil, 
tke-enjoyment for cuer of the gloricus vifion 
of. the fupreme good (the btirg for ever in 
horrible. pains. and torments ( if any vader- 
fiending be able to compreberd it, or tongue 
of man to explicate it: ) for this is the diffes 
rence between the goods which Father Fran- 
Cis Xaverivs brought to the people whotn he 
won toChiiſt & the goods which thoſe other 
conquerors brought to, thoſe whom they 
cucrcawe , and ſubje&ed to their kings and 
Loids,0f,w hom they ruincd and deſtroyed 
2 gicat, part by their very conqueſt, 

T his glorious new Apofile of the Indies 
Saint Francis Xauetivs was canonized for A 
Saint by Gregory the filteemth vpon the 
twelith oj March inthe year onethouſand fix 
hundred twenty two: and by Alexander the 
ſeuenth in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
ſixty three Lis feaſt was commanded to be 
ſerved with 3 Semiduble office throughout 
the whole Catholick Church vpon the third 
of December : and vpon the ſame day the 
Roman Maityrologe makes this honorable 


fidels which he converted to Chriſt , and tor 


his great miracles , eſpecially in raifing dead 


| men to life, and for the ipirit of Prophecy ; 


who worn out with the labours he tock tor 
the faith,full of merits, departed in our Lotd, 
vpon the ſecond of December : yet his Feaſt 
by the command of Pope Alexander the Secs 
venth, is cclebrated vpon this day. . 


EEEEEELETIETELREEIEE 


PI$ DSS SI SS ISO EO ED EI SY 
RAE ALLY 
$>HISSIH EIS EC $449 4$$$000$$4048 


EDT EET PS EES IS PEDL. 


THE LIFE OF S. BARBAR 4; 
Virgin and. Martyr. . 


N the time that Maximian 
| raigned in the Eaſt , there 
&. was inthecity of Nicomedia 
a noble tcich , and powerfull 
Gentleman, called Dioſcorus, 
! but a fierce, and cruel man, 
and much giuen to the worſhip and adoration 
of his fals Gods. This Gentlemon had one 
only daughter , called Barbara | of an extras 
ordinary beauty , and of very contrary mnan- 
ners to her father. Who fearing leaſt ſome, 
that be ſhonld not like of , might make ſuit 
to her to marry her , for her. raze beauty, and 
great riches, he ſbut her vp jn atower, where 
ſhe had commodity of lodgings, andall things 
els ; to the end that being remoued out of the , 
ſight ofmen ſhe might be coueted by nobody: 
The holy damzcl tcok great content in this 
ercloſure , by reaſon of her ſingular modeſty, 
and becauſc ſhe was a friend of ſolitude , and 
quiet , and was there free from the noyle,and 
uaffick of the world, and could at her leaſure 
ewploy berſclf in the contewplation of hea- 
ven, andofcanh ,and of all things created; 
God ſo wiought in the holy Virgin in that 
Tower, that ſhe reſolued to keep perpetually 
her Virginal purity, and to take him for het 


ſpouſe , renounEing all the plcaſuresanddes 

lights of the fleſh. Aſter 4 time her father des 
| fired to have her marty , for that divers rich 
and noble perſcns demanded her in marriage, 
but ſhe would marry none of them : and an- 
[Yvered ber fatber that it Was not reaſonable, 
that she 1huuld be married to & mortal man, 
' kbo bad already an immortal [pouſe , and that 
for the delights of matrimony she chowld loſe 


the ſweet entertainments of ber ſoul. Het - 
taer 


4. 


—— — 
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 thetreſolued to abſent- bimſelf froni hishou+ | buit vnderſtanding that ſhe wasMill dying, by 
4. ſe, hoping that his daughtet by litle- and litle | the dire&ion.of two ſhepherds who ſaw her, — 


- jv» would: relent, and condeſcend to: his will. | he purſucd her, and 'oucrtook her ,and gave _ 4+ 


| | 
_ #8. He commanded. a bath: to be made for his | her many kicks, and blows ; and dragged her "Dn | TE 


—— 


daughter, and.in it two windows to {et in the 
light ,and ſo went out of his countrey, and 
remained out of it A long time. The 'holy 
Vizgin:going down.oneday to ſee the work 
of the bath , commanded three windows to 
be made in honar: of the: moſt holy! Trinity, 
and not only two,as her farherhad ordained, 
And ſhedding tears from fer eyes , which like 
pretious pearls fell :into the fountain ; ſhe 
approached to 4 marble-pillar that. Rood 
there, and. made init.with her finger the fign 
of.the croſs : and. it was imprinted in the 
marble as if it it had been wax: and temai- 
ned: afictwards t& the: great admiration of 
thoſe that ſaw it :and.alltiat entred jnto that 
bath, being ſick , were cured of their.infirmi- 
ties .'This being don; the holy. Virgioſcing 
the Idols which her father bad thete; fetching 


by the hair through rough-and craggy places; 
and ſhut her vp. io 2 litle houſe , ſetting gards 
vpon her, and locking,and ſealing-the, deor. 
And the.more to reuenge himſelf of het, and 
to:ſhew the zeal which he bad ot the honor 


| of his Gods., he. gaue order that ſhe, ſhould 


be taken and be cariied before., Martian the 
Prefident , bimſelf informing, him-:ithat ſhe 
wasa Chiiſtian , and begging that:he would 
execute-vpon her the. Jaws made bythe Eaz-+ 
perors apainſt the Chriſtians. Ris crucity was 
ſo ſtrange and barbarous , that he.made the 
Preſident (wear that. he would notpardon his 
dauphter , but that he would treat hes with 
all rigour , and kill ber with pure torments, 
Whither,docs not the wickednes of that. man 
arrive who is forfaken of God; ſcing that a 
father forgot bimſclfto be ſo, and-putoft that 


= fam. the very bottom of her heard Yeep and | render aftefion; which even ſavage beaſts are 
w_ lamentable ſighs, ſhe ſpite vpon-thenr, and | wontto hauc-towatdstheir yong ones ? The 
h laig : Ma7 they be like vary you that adote30n, | holy: Virgin being: brought beforothe Tribu+ 


and bold you far: Gods,; and confide. tn yorr {a 
vor; and aid. Her faiker returned home from 
his joutncy: and-found three windows, where 
be had commanded anly two. tobe made,and 


the-ſign of the croſs engraven. jn the pillar of 


matble. He detnarided of his daughtetthe rea» 
ſon; of that nodelty:;and ſhe. without being 
&t all troubled ;: with! all freedom declared 
vnto him what had. paſſed : and thehce took 
eccaſion.to preach.ta him the faith of Chriſt, 
andthe myſtery of the maſt holy Trinity,and 
of pur Redeoption ; which the ſon of God 
wrought , dying for vs. vpon. the Crols. It is 
ng to. be bclicued the rage, which Dioſcorus 
conceived, bearing this, and .,vaderſtanding 
that his daughter Barbara wasa Chriſtian and 
that ſor this reaſon ſhe would not marry : and 
partly out of a falg zeal that he had for his 
Gods, & partly out offear of looſing his great 
riches, 1f it ſhogld come to the eats ofthe Em+ 
peror, he let logos the reyns to his bad and 
cholerick diſpoſition ;and cruel nature; and 
forgetting that he was 4 father, and-veſtin 

himſelt with the perſon of 4 tyrant, he _ 
a ſword in his hand to run it through the 
body of. his daughter. But the holy damzel 
ſept ahde, ani fled ont of his preſence , for 
that God kept her. for, greater vifories, and 
for 4 more glorious triumph, But her ſather 


(or to ſay better.) the cruel murthezer. going 


ater, her , and being now £ucn within the 
reach of her , all on the ſudden 4 great rock 
by the vertve of him whom. all the creatures 
obey,opened itlelt: and the boly Virgin paſled 
through it ,and io eſcaped. Although her fa- 
ther having ſeen. this miracle was got mol- 
lified ;for be was harder then the :ock it (elf; 
Tom. 2, 


nal of Marcian,, he began to flatter her, and 
to .cntertain her-with all .courteſy ,, and to 
perſwade her with loving words , to lcaue 
that: vain. ſuperſtition, and folly. But'finding 
the breaſt of Saint Barbaza more ſtrong ,; and 
impetictiable then A. rock 3 ahd that armed 
| withtbe ſpirit of beaten ; ſhe reliſted all the 
 aſſaultsot hell, changing his fe1gned.ſweetnes 
| into time ſcuttity and cruelty..4 comman- 
| ded her to be ſiript, ang tobe bloadily icour- 
' ged with finews of beaſts, and herripeg and 
| wounds to. bcrubbed with 2:0uglbairelotb, 
ſtreams of blood-runnitg down..oh all fides 
from ber bared fleſh., as was lamentable to 
behold. After this torment they put her into 
the priſon , where, in the midle of the night 
her ſweet ſpouſe Iefus Chriſt appeared vnto 
her, ſhining with ao immens ({plendor , and 
animated her, and aſſured her that he. would 
be alwaies: by .her., and that he would hold 
her vnder his wings. afid protetion: infuch 
ſort that all the inventions and. crueltys of 
the tyrant ſhould, not be. able to prevail a» 
gainſt her. With theſe words which our Lord 
ſpake vnto her, ſhe was as perfetly cured of 
all her tcipes and wounds,as if ſhe had neuer 
had any-in her. body, and very jocund and as, 
nimatcd againſtall the torments they: ſhould, 
infli&  vpon her.. The next- day. ſhe was 
' carried the ſecond time before the Preſt- 
dent , who when he faw her-ſo whole and 
perfe&ly cured , hauing ſeen her body made 
all one. wound the day before , was aſto- 
nicd, and as it were out of himſelf and. attri- 
butipg the miracle of the trueGod tothe piety 
ot his tals Gods, he tempted (though jn Lars 


_— 


Kkkkkk her to 


| the boly Uirgin anathcr tine , perſwading, 


her to acknowledge the! benignity of the 
Godstowards hcr,and that as fuch ſhe would 


Dxcew. reuerence and adore then. But fhe anſwering 
"=zx. With conſtancy and courage as became the 


' ele& Spouſe of Chriſt : The Prefident enra- 
cd hereat commanded two lufty and ftrong 
llows, with iron combs. to tcar the fides 

of the holy Virgin ;and after they were bro- 

ken and rent , to apply burniog torches to 
them ; and with a hammer to giue her many 
blows ypon her ſacred head, The bleſſed Uir+ 

in was in the midlc of theſe torments, with 

- heart and cycs fixed ypon heaven , and 

amorouſly diſcourſiug with her ſpouſe , ſhe 

faid vnto him: Ha Good Teſus , thow ſeeſt the 
ſecretes of my beart, that in thee I bave put all 
my hopes , tnke not from me 6 Lord thy mend: 
fub band : for vitbout thee F am wery veak, 
and Yith thee } can do all things, The cruelty 
of the tyrant proceeded yet further , and he 
commanded the holy Virgins breaſts to be cut 
off with ſbarp kniucs , and ſbe ſuffered moſt 
gricuous pain in that torment : but the great 
love which ſhe bore out Lord, and the defire 
ſhe bad to ſuffer for bim, witigatedall her do- 
lours, and; made them fauory. And that ſhe 
might endure them with greater courage and 
alacity;; ſhe inuocated the fauor of our Lord, 
and with ghe Royal Prophet ſaid : Do not turw 
away thy face from me 6. Lord, and do not take 
tby holy ſpirit from me. The tyrant, to ſhame 
the boly Virgin,and to terrify the other Chri« 
ſtian damzels by: her example , commanded 
\ herto be. lead throughthe publick ſtreets, na» 
ked, and to be crvelly:whipped as ſhe 
along : and. ſhe when this cruel command 
was put in execation., liſted vp her eyes to 
heaven, and faid: «5 Lord and King , wbo 
cowereſs the beanens With thy clouds , ard the 
earth Yith the darknes of the night , te pleaſed 
#0 coxer the nakednes of my body ; that the eyes 
of the Jafidels may not ſee it, and blaſpheme thy 
boly name. He who knowes not how todeny 
his ſervants that which they ask him in their 
afflictions , heard her petition , and covered 
thc body of the pure Virgin, with a wonder- 
full ſplendor ,in manner of 4 gown, or long 
robe, from head to foot, in ſuch forte that 
the Pagans could not ſee her, They brought 
ber back again tothe Prefident, and he (cing 

Her conſtancy, commanded her to be behea- 

ded. Her Father Dioſcorus was preſent at all 

this dolctull ſpeQtacle, licking like a typre the 
blood of his own daughter , and being more 
hardened by her torments , he begged of the 

Judge that he would permit him to be bes 

exccutioner, and (© heart of 4 tather where 

art thou ? ) to kill her with his own band : 
which was granted him, They carried ber out 
of the city to 4 hill, and there Saint Barbara 
fell down vpon her knees , and dcuoutly prai- 


Saint Barbara, Virgin and Martyr. 


went. 


brought her to that point : and beleeching 
him that he would graunt good things toall 


led her to receive her crown , and promiſed 
her that what ſhe had there praicd for ſhould 
be fulfilled : and with this ſhe bowed down 
her head before her father, and he lifted vp 
his (word, and cut it off. There died with 
the boly Virgin another pious woman called 
Juliana : who ſcing the patience and joy with 
which Saint Barbara cndured her torments, 
and how ſhe was comforted by God in them 
and that in the priſon be cured her wounds 
ſhe was ſo moued to imitate her, and to fol. 
low her footſteps in dying for 'Chriſt \ that 
ſhe gaue ſigns of it, andthe judge cotuman. 
ded her to be. apprehended , and to be tors 
mented , and her breaſts to: be cut off: and 
finally to be beheaded in the company of the 
pgloriogs Virgin Saint Barbara, and with her 
ſhe received the crown of Martyrdom; But 
to the end that the juſtice,of our Lord may be 
ſcen ,and bow differentthe endsof the good, 
and of the bad are , the vnhappy Diolcorus, 
and vnworthy of the name of the father of 
Saint Barbara ; aſter that with bis own hands 
he had put her to death , very jocund; and 
contented that he had revenged bimfelf of 
his daughter , and offered her in Sacrifice to 
bis fals Gods, returning to his houſe fromthe 
mountain , he was ſuddenly Killed by i fladh 
of lightening from: heaven , and deprived 
both ofthe temporal, andeternal life: andthe 
ſage happened to the: Preſident Mattian, A 
pious and Jeuout man, called '7Talentinian 
tock the bodics of Saint Barbara, and of S, 
Iuliana, and with Hymns and Pfalms hono- 
rably buried' them in a place called Grloſess, 
where our Lord through their interceſſion 
wrought great miracles. The Martyrdom of 
Saint Barbara was vpon the fourth ofDecems 
ber, in the perſecution of Maxiwinys: The 
Martyrdom of this glorious Virgin was writ- 
ten by Iohn Damaſcen,and Arſenius. And Pe» 
trus Galefinus, Protonotary Apoſtolical, took 
it out of them. It was alſo written by Meta- 
| phraſtes, and both the one life, and the other 
are found in the ſixth tome of F. Laurcnce 
Surivs, and all the Martyrologes make men- 
tion of her:and the Grecks celebrate her feaſt, 
and call her, the renoYned Martyr Barbars, 
But we are to-take notice that all authorsdo 
not agree about the place in which ſhe ſuſtes 
red: tor Metaphrattcs , and Mombritius {: 
that ſhe ſuffered in Heliople, and Ado in Tut- 
cany : but the moſt certain , opinion is , tht 
ſhe ſuftered in Nicomedia , as has been faid- 
Some alſo are miſtaken , thinkipg that the 
Martyrdom of Saint Barbara was in ihe time 
of Maximizan ; but it was in the time of Ma- 


cd to God , givipg him tharks tor having þ ximigus , who ſucceeded Alexander Seuerus 


in the 


thoſethat in ber name ſhould inuocate him, Dia: B 
A voice came down from heauen, which cal. »x3, 


in the Empire ( as the Roman Martyrologe 
4 affirmes)and ſome ſay, that ſhe was inftruged 


_ by Origen inthe holy Scriptures. S. Barbara 
ra £Y'* jg 4 particular aduocate againſt thunder and 


lightening 2 with which it ſeemes that our 
Lord would puniſh her father, and the vnjuſt 
judge , who condemned, and killed her. A fa» 
mous miracle is recounted by a Prieſt , called 
Theodorick , through whoſe bands'it paſſed, 
in the year one thouſand , tour hundred , and 
forty eight,at 3 town in Holland, called Gor- 
um , and F. Laurence Surius recites it , of a 
man that was very deuout to this moſt holy 
Virgin , for that he had heard that all thole 
who were ſo in their life time , ſhould not dy 
without the holy Sacraments: This man , 
whoſe name was Henry , being aſlcep , the 
bouſe where he lay was at vnawares ſet on 
fire, and ſo, that he could not poſſibly eſcape: 
And being ſurrounded on all fides with fla- 
mes, and bis body burning in them, he had 
a greater ſenſe of dying without the Sacra» 
wents, then ofthe cruel death, ofbeing burnt 
aliuc , that was before him. He rethembred 
Saint Barbara , inuocated her, begged her fa- 
uot ; and beſought her , not, that he might 
not dy ,' but that he might notdy without re- 
celuibg the Sacraments ofthe Church. Jmame- 
diately the Virgin appeared to him, and with 
het wantle put out the flames of that fire, and 
took him out of it , and put him in 4 ſecure 
place , and told him that fot the' degotion 
which he had towards her ,God had prolon- 
ped his life, yntill the moriow following,to 
the tnd that he might"confeſs, and commu- 
nicate; nd receive the Extreme VnRtion;And 
actotdihgly he did ſo: the whole body of the 
poot wan being ſo burnt from head to foot , 
that be had the ſhape rather of 4 man that 
was roaſted ; then of A living tnan : and he 
xclated to all that came tb fee this tniracle , 
the mercy that God had ſhewed him through 
the interceſſion of Saiat Barbara :<xhorting 
them to be devout to her , and to ſerue our 
Lord who by that means would ſaue him: and 
the Pricſt who heatd his Confeſſion is he 
that recounts the miracle; 
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; EE ILELEELILELL 
1— THE LIFE OF 8. SABAS, 
"Þ Abbot. 

VER, ; 


HE Bleſſed Saift Sabas was 4 
moſt boly man , and of great 
merits ,and the father and in» 
ſtruRot of many Monks, and a 
great defender of the Catholick 
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faith , and renowned for many miraclcs, He 


Saint Barbata Virgin, and Martyr. 


was born in a town of the Province of Caps* 
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adocia , called 'Mwtalg/rs. The name of hig * 
ather was Toba , and of his mother Sopbra,'; oy 


» Deine? 


perſons both noble , and: pious. His parents FT, 


ypon occaſion were neceſfitated to make 3 
a journey to Alexandria in Egypt:; and they 
recommended their ſon Sabas, only fiue years 
old , to the care of his vacle , called:Ffermhiar: 
whoſe wife being 4 froward woman ;;and: of 
ill conditions, ſhe vſcd the child very harthly, 
whereupon he leftthat houſe , and went to a- 
nother of his vacles., called Gregory that he: 
might live in peace and quictnes!Fhotwo: 
vacles Hermiar, and Gregory, had greavfoites: 
it law about the means of Sabas;, |'which his: 
parents left him , when they werit ed Atcxan-' 
xandria: and the holy youth , bei A:-peas' 
ceable and quiet nature-; offended a3: thofe' 
diſcords and contentions /, about:foilow 'X 
thing , as it ſeemed to him that riches'were; 
he left both his vactes, and entered: into'4 
Monaſtery , to give himſclf wholly'to God-: 
Afterwards his vncley accorded+ and 'would 
have taken him out'ofthe' Mo ,tharhe 
might enjoy his means ; and the: pres of 
matrimbny;but he was now ſo ynitedto God; 
and fo inflamed with his loue;'that chey'could 
by n6 meant Withdraw him' from:this boly 
putpoſe:He gave himſelf toall verryes/tndeas 
 voring to excel} if every ons of thei,” and 
eſpecially -int abſinence , and: vitory: over 
gluttony: One day {aboritg in'thegarden of 
the Convent he wm vpon a tree very fair and 
goodly apples, and likipg of them | he gathe«- 
red one apps of the de; with ied oe 
to cat it; Aﬀterwilrds he bettioughthiaſelfthat 
it was I temptation of the devil, andfttaithe 
threw away the apple ; and trod vponit;and 
the more petteAtly to ouercbiic the! enenty ;; 
he reſolucd nevet to-cat apple twore all his 
life? With this vitoty he made pr 'irn 
other vertues , exerciſing himUſiby day in 
laboats, and by night in prajer ; amt flying 
idlenes as the root of all euils. He was very 
charitable , and conipaſſionate in ſo: high 3 
degree , that once the Baket of the houſe ha= 
viog put his wet clothes intothe- oven tobe 
| dried: afterwards forgetting whathehad don, 
put fire into the oven;/and then ttmtmbring 
| himfelf that his clothes were withiit it, he 
began to be much troubled: Sabashad fo great 
4 ſenſe of the aflition of the baker, who 
he helped and ferued , that making the fig 
of the croſs he went into the oven} and fetc 
| out his clothes, paſſing through the midle of 


the flames without any butt. Such;power has ' 


charity towards our neighbor with God euen 
in litle things. Aſter that he had been tent 
years in that Monaſtery, being now eighteen 
years old, by aparticular inſtin& of God,and 
with the Jeauc of his Abbot (who had 4 re- 


uelation of the ſame ) he went to viſit the 
| holy 
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boly places of Hietuſalein: and by the coun- 
ſcl of Saint Euthimius Abbot :, 3 moſt holy 


man, he delivered himſelf vp to the diſciplin, 


and inſtitution of perſe& man ; called The- 


ofiftur; and vnder fo good A waſter he made. 


great progreſs in all kind of SanGity and ver- 
tuc. He was the firſt at ptaicr, and at Jabor : 
he was humble, obedient ; modeſt ; and of 
preat charity: towards all, helping them ,and 

erving/thery in their offices and miniſterics 
with extraordinary cate, and chetifultnes. He 
ſcrucd as 4'lookiog-glaſs.to eucry one , and 
they. called himtbe old yorg man, tor thatin 
his few -yegrs appeared. the judgement , and 
maturity of venerable old age. He was once 


cotamanded by hisPtelate'to accotopany ano-. 


ther mohk,, who wentto Alexandria, where 
he inet with bis-parents:;; who would have 


forced! hitoitfa-leauve bis:teligiovs eſtate - but 


he vndeeftanding that it yas a deviee vi the 
devil ;atd 4 inare which he had {ct to catcth 
bim ;andt64iſquict himh , be took beart, and 
reliſted ſo::cduragionsly- the | aflaults of his 
parents, thathe brought thera to his will, and 
leaving them:pacified , he went into the caue 
ofi Mariaſtery there to lead 4 ſolitary life. He 
was: thert fot :the ſpace of fitte years, leading 
the life: more:of-an- Angel ;tben of a_ mortal 
mab. He:paficd five daics of the* week with- 
out. eating; alwaics employing himſclfeither 
in- praiet;j/ot ih the, labor 6t his bands : vpon 
ſaturday:he.came out ofhis caue,and brou be 
fifty baskets , which in; thoſe dayes he had 
made; and ypor the ſunday he returned back 
agan to:his: cave , with ſuch a quantity of 
bovghs: of palms, as:whs neceflary to labor.in 
the.tollowing:.week; He was much tempted, 


and:perſecuted by the denils, whoan divers | & yer) 
tion to fay his Mattens : and the Lion went 


formaof-Scrpents , and-favage beaſts appea- 
red voto him to terrify Him 3 but he. armed 
with praicr and confidence im God, ouercame 
them, living in all ſecurity, 

 Aﬀter that he had for many years exerciſed 
hicſclf.in auſterity, prajer, and pennance, he 
weat forth of his ſolitude for the benefit of 
many, ahd founded a Monaſtery ,, where a 
hundredand fifty monks lived vader his go- 
vernment;'whom God maruellouſly provided 
of all things neecſlary.,, by mcans of many 


pious perſons; who gave them great alms , | 


admiring at their great-ſanctity and vertue. 
And epen' wiraculouſly, our Lord prouided 
them of a yety ptcntifull fountain of water, 
which-neither increaſed in the winter, nor 
decreaſed in the ſommer, and gaue water a» 


* bundantly to all that needed it. Afterwards 


in the proceſs of his life. ( which was very 
long ,and rather diuin , then human , full of 
ſupernatural prodigies) our Lord greatly fa- 


[/uored him helping him in the neceſſities of 


ſeuen Monaſteries which he founded, and 


making him the father ofinnumerable monks, 


admired io allthat countrey , terrible to the —. 

devils, and Venerable to moſt fierce Lions. ,. 5* 
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and other ſavage beaſts. Only wicked 
peruers men hated, and perſecuted him; be. 
cauſe he was contrary in his lite, and in. his 
doArin, vnto their vitious wanners, and Per- 
picious opinions. For the greater exerciſe, 
and tee of his yertue , our Lord permiiited 
that ſoiwe of his own diſciples ſhould wrong 
and perſecute him : and he with bumility | 
charity , patience , and mecknes overcame 
thein, and left the very houle which he had 
built; and went to liuc in other incommodj;. 
ous, and rigid places , to keep peace with 
thoſe who fled from peace : and to teach yy 
by his example, of how much more worth 
it is to ſuffer , then todo for Chriſt: and that 
the perfeQion of ,vertue confiſts in ſuffering 
wany afflictions and troubles for doipg wel, 
from thoſe very perſons we baue done goo 

vnto :and that at laſt God giues the crown 
to him that knowes how to fight,and to overs 
come. Thoſe that defireto know in Particu« 
lar the miracles of this moſt holy Abbot 

which aregvery many and very great 'way 
ſce theta in his life, I will here recountonly 
one , which eppened to him with a Lion, 
The Saint entred one time into 3 cave to 
make his praier , whithera Lion of i ſtrange 
greatnes was wont toretire. Aſter he hadprai. 


ed he compoſed himſelfto take aliile reſt; at 


midnight the Lion came into his dep , and 
finding his gueſt, he dared not to touch him, 
but gently taking him by his garment , he 
plucked him, as if he would haue drawahim 


| out of his den, The Saint was not troubled 


to ſee vnexſpe&edly that ſo ſauage a beaſt;but 


, 


began very leafurcly , and with much deugs 


forth , exſpe&ing till he bad ended them, and 
afterwards came in again, and again took 
him by the skirts of his clothes , as it were 
ſaying vnto him , Go 0#t of 2zy bowſe. But the 
Saint without being troubled ſaid vnto him: 
ſez Lion, if thou Wilt, ve may be togetber in this 
caue, it is large enough for vs both: but if ut, 
it is more reaſonable that thou sbouldeſt depatt, 


and leaue it free to me , for F am not onh 4 


creature of God as thou art, but am alſo cre- 
ted according to bis. image. and likentes, The 
Lion having hcard theſe words , as if he had 
been endowed with reaſon and vnderſtan- 
ding, went forth of the caue, leaving it to 
be the habitation of the holy Abbot, Having 
then exerciſed himfelf in Monaſtcrics , and 
ſolitary places , and being eſtecmed in the 
world, and looked vpon as 3 man come from 
heauen;a bufines of great importance offcre: 
itfelf, which drew out of the quictof hisſoli- 
tude, andobliged him to goto Conſtantinv- 
ple to appeaſe the Emperor Anaſtaſius, who 


was an herctick , and perſecuted the _ 
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licks, and caſt the holy Biſhops out of their | 


ſeats. They ſent an embaſly to the Emperor 
' of wany monks , of whom Saint Sabas was 
the head ( who at that time was threeſcore 
and thirteen years old ) and the loue of God, 
and the zeal of _— ,had more power to 
make him vndertake that labor , then his 
many years , and his defire of quiet had to 
make him refuſe it. The ambatſladors came 
to the palace of the Emperor , and were all 
admitted in , except Saint Sabas, who was 
the chiefot them ; for he being poorly clothed 
in rough and vile haircloth, they would not 

crinit him to enter, but treated him like a 
contemptible perſon. Thoſe that were withiv 
perceiving the Saint to be wanting , cauſed 
him to be ſought after , and they found bim 
reciting Pſalms without the Imperial Palace: 
they called him ,and brought him to the Em- 
peror, where the other ambaſſadors, his com- 
panions, were exſpefting him. When Sabas 
entred into the hall , the Emperor ſaw 4 glo« 
rious Angel go before bim , and admired at 
jt;and vnderitood that he was 4 wan of God, 
and honored him as ſuch, rifing vp out of his 
chair, and doing him reverence, The Empe- 
10r commanded the ambaſſadors to fit down, 
and asked them what they would have, and 
every one of then forgetting the publick bu- 
fines about which the came , began'to treat 
of their own patticutar affairs with him, and 
to propoſe their petitions and demands to 
him : only Sabas held his peace, and being 
the mouth of them all , ſaid noti word, The 
Emperor asked him if he would have any 
thing ? Then the Saint told the Emperor the 
cauſe of his coming, and appeaſed him , and 
ſor the preſent put Iſtop to the perſecution: 
for the Emperor ſaw that he was 4 holy man, 


and diſintereſſed , and not couetous of the 


things of this world. Another time there hap- 
pened another buſines betwixt hin and the 
Emperor.In thoſe daics there had been agreat 
famin,and peſtilence,andalthough the people 
were much waſted herewith , yet they were 
burdened with new tributes, and exaQtions, 
in ſuch ſorte that the poor people were affli- 
Red, and conſumed , and periſhed without re- 
medy. The holy Abbot compaſſionating the 
calamities of the miſerable people , went to 
the Emperor , and beſought him , that he 
would take away that tribute with which 
they were oppreſſed, and the Emperor was 
enclined to do it ,out of reſpe&tothe Saint, 
who made ſupplication to him. Buta miniſter 
of ſtate,called eMarinus,who was powertull, 
and had 4 great ſtroke with the Emperor,per- 
ſwaded him, notto do it ( as there is neue! 


Wanting in the Counts of Princes a bad coun- 


ſeller to deſtroy them ) the Saint aduited Ma- 
rinus to forbear , and to repent him of what 


he had don, for otherwiſe he would pay tos | 


Tom . 2» 


his fault with 2 grievous puniſhment. He a- 
mended not,& paid deerely for it:For Marinus 
being well at his caſe, when he leaſt thought 
of it , 4 tumult was raiſed in the city, and 
the people catred into bis houſe, and pillaged 
it , and burnt jt , and Marinvs himſelf nar 
rowly eſcaped death from their hands : bur 
Goa preſerued him that he might acknow- 
ledge his fault , and ask pardon, vnderſtan» 
ding the great ſanQity of Saint Sabas, who 
had ſo long before told him of the puniſh- 
ment that was to come vpon him. The holy 
Abbot, haying ended this journey with happy 
ſucceſs, returned back to his retirement. But 
the Emperor Anaſtaſius being dead, burnt 
with 4 flaſh of lightening, by the juſt judge- 
ment of God (ot which Saint Sabas had 3 re- 
uelation) and luſtin , who was 4 Catholick 
Prince, having ſucceeded him in the Empire, 
the Saint went forth of bis Monaſtery again, 
being now tourſcore years old, withgreat 
vigor , ſtrength , and joy, in his own perſon 
to be the proclaimer , and promulger of an 


ys 
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edi&, which the ſame Emperor commanded . 


to be publiſhed in favor of the Catholik faith, 
and of the peace of the holy Chugch. For all 
the labors which the holy old man took for 
Chriſt, were more guſtfull and fauory vnto 
him , then reſt , and-quiet. This was not the 
laſt time that he left his retirement for the 
good of others : but the third.time , being 
now fourſcore andeleuen years old , and Iu- 
ſtinian being Emperor, he went to Conſtantt- 
nople , to beſeech him to repreſs the Samari« 
tans; who troubled and perſecuted the Chri- 
ſiansof Paleſtin , and deſtroyed their Chur- 
ches, and burnt their relicks , and killed their 
Biſhops, and by means of 4 count called 4s 
renins, a wicked and peruers man, perſwaded 
the Ewpcror , that the good Chriſtians , and 
tive Catholicks, were the cauſe of thoſe very 
evils which they ſuffered: which is proper to 
hereticks and rebells, to aflitthe good, and 
to lay the blame vpon them. The holy Abbot 
was receiued by the Emperor Iuſtinian, as an 
Angel come from heaucn, He commanded 
the Gentlemen of his houſe , and the Patri- 


' arch himſelf of Conſtantinople, Epiphanius, 


togo forth to receive him: and when he ca- 
tred;he ſaw ouer his head as it were a crown, 
of 4 wonderfull fpleador ; and roſe out of 


| his chair , and embraced him, and reverenced, 


him , and benignly and liberally granted him 
whatſocucr he asked , and did many good 
works vpon his counſel. But in this journey 
there happened voto him with the Empereſs 
Theodoia, 4 thing worthy of confiderations 
$he was barren, and defired to haue 4 ſon , 
and thought that ſhe might obtain .one of 
God by the praiers of the Saint. She begged 
of him once , and again , with great carneſt- 
nes , and aftcRion ,that he would vndertake 
LIIKLL that 
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that buſines , but the Saint would by no me- 
ans do it, nor give her any bopes in it, nor 


Dzceu- ſpeak one good word to her:becauſe he knew 
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that ſhe wasan heretick , and that God would 
not. that iruit ſhould grow from ſo bad attee 
to the dammage of his Church, Another no- 
table thing alſo happened t> him with the 
Emperor Iuſtinjan ; who being diſpatching 


certain things which the Saint had defired of 


bim, with great willingnes to give him con- 


tent , and the holy Abbot bhimſelt being there | 
with bim , the hour of third beipg come, he | 


left the Emperor , and retired binſelt to re- 
cite his accuſtomed praiers. And when his 
companion , called Jeremy , ſaid vnto him; 


that he thought it was not bandſom, that the | 


Emperor being ewployed about his affairs, 
be ſhould leaue him, and divert bimſclf to 
another thipg:he anſwered him very quietly: 
Son, the Emperor does his «office , and Ye muſt 
de our 5. Saint Sabas. hauing diſpatched his bu- 
fines , returned home , tell lick, and beivg 
ninety and two years old , having had a re- 
velation of his glorious departure, exhorting 
his children , and diſciples to all vertue, and 
perſeftion , he gaue vp his ſoul to him by 
whom it was created to his ſo great glory, 
ypon the fifth of December , in the year of 
our Lord five hundicd thirty one. He was 
entered with great potnp , and ſolemnity by 
the Biſhops , and Monks, and the people of 
thoſe parts : and God wiought innumerable 
miracles by him after his death, His memory 
was not only very famous in the Eaſt , but 
alſo in the Weſt : and in Rome there is a 
Church arid a Monaſtery of Saint Sabas , of 
which Iobn! the Deacon mokes mention in 
the life of Saint Gregory Pope, and it is rec- 
koned for one of the two and twenty famous 
Monaſterys which arc in that holy city. Ang 
his Holineſs Gregory the thirteinth of happy 
memory , gave it to the German Collecge, 
which he foanded in Rome , tor the reftoring 
of the Catholick faith in the Northern coun» 
treys. For in this College , vnder the diſci- 
plin , and government of the Fathers of the 


Society of Ieſus, are brovght vp many Catho- | 


lick fiudents of thoſe nations : and having 
cnded their findies , they retorn into theu 
countreys, to illuminate them with Apoſie- 
lical doFrin , and to edify them with tkeir 
good life , and hence bas followed very great 
fruit to the exaltation of the. holy Catholick 
faith, and ro the diſteartnipg and confoun- 


. Civg of the hereticks, The body of S. Sabas is 


ſaid to be at Venice, His life was written at 
large by one Cyril 4 monk , agrave Author, 
and of ihe ſame time with him. The Roman 
Martyrologe makes mention of him , and 
the Menologe of the Grecians , and Cardi- 
nal Baronivs in his Annotations vpon the 
Mattyrologe , and in the fixth, and ſeuenth 
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tome of his Annals. 


THE LIFE OF S. NICHOLAS 
Buchop , and Confeſſor. ; 


Emi HE Bleſſed Saint Nicholas, 
Bay ornament of the Catholick 
ls Church , and pattern of holy 
Prelates , was born at Patara, a 
= city of the Province of Lycia 
ot honorable wealthy, and Chriſtian parents, 


were married. diucrs years Without bauing 


| any children(althoughthey were not barren) 


and our Lord gave them for the price ofmany 
teats,alws, and praicrs, Nicholas for the 
only,and ſole heir of their vertues, and goods, 
Nicholas in his very bisth , gaue ſigns that 
he was choſcn.of God, and at the ſame time 
that he began to live , he began alſotoreuc. 
rence God,8& as ſoon as he knew what it was 
to cat , he knew likewiſe what it wasto fall, 
For taking the breaſt wany times vpon all 0- 
ther daies , vpon Wedneſdays, and Fridays 
he took it but once 4 day ; and that towards 
night ; nor could they take the child do 6- 
therwiſe all the time that be ſucked, Grows 
ing old he gave ſigns of his aptnes and yerty, 
which encreaſed with his years, His parcnts 
put him to ſtudy, and with his delicate, and 
ſublime wit, and with the diligence which 
be vied, in 4 ſhort time he learnt much, and 
got the ſcience which he ſudicd. He ſepa 
ated himſelf from thoſe of his age , that were 
vicious, and light: and joyncd bimſelfto the 
yertuous, and modeſt. He ſhunned asa peſtis 
lence , not only the diſcourſes, and conuct- 
fation with women, but alſo their very fight, 
as dangerous, and pernicions to youth, He 
tamed his fleſh by watching, taſting, and bail» 
cloth , to deliuer himſelffrom the tyranny of 
concupiſcence , which with impure , and cat 
pal thoughts, and defires, makes war again 
all, and chiefly againſt thoſe of yonger yeats. 
He much frequented Churches , and houſes 
of praier , himſelf defiring to be a living 
tewple of the Holy Ghoſt. He ſeemed to 
be an old man in judgement, and diſcretion, 
and in his grave , and compoſed manners: 
tor which he was loved, and reſpeRed by all 
Saint Nicholas had an vncle, bis mothers bro- 
ther, who wasa Biſhop , and was called Nt 
cholas , as he was, a Icarned , and holy man, 


and of laudable manners , who perliwaded 
the 
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the parents of S. Nicholas , that they would 
give their ſon to God, and make him a Cler- 


Decer- oy.man : andthey being pious were cafily 
BER» jnduced to it; and Saint Nicholas bimfelf was 


glad of it , andthe Biſhop his vncle ordained 
him Prieſt. At the time he ordained him 
he ſaid vnto thole that were preſent : Bre- 
theren , 1 ſee 4 new ſun to nije , that (ball 
cauſe great comfort, andref to the world. 6 bap- 
29 the flock, that 5hall haue bim for their Paſtor: 
for be shall reduce the ſtrayed sheep , and sball 
te 4 comfort to the comportles , health to the 
fſick,, and eaſe to thoſe that labor, and are bur- 
dened. As he ſaid, to it was accompliſhed in 
Saint Nicholas: who ſeing himſelf promoted 
to the dignity of Prieſthood , increaled the 
auſterity and rigor of his life, imitating trees, 
and plants, which the higher they ſend their 
boughs vpward , the deeper they caſt their 
roots downwards into the carth, He endea- 
uored to be moxe ſober, and temperate, more 
continent , more humble , more rigorous tos 
wards his body , making a cruel war againſt 
it , not to kill it , but to ſubje& it to the 
ſpirit. He flept , cat , arid drunk leſs , and 
commonly his drink was water. His clothing 
Was poor , but cleanly, He more frequented 
the Church: gave himſelf more to praier: he 
cad none but ſacred books, or of foine holy, 
and profitable matter : In his coutitenance 
he ſrewed more modeſty : in his diſcourſes 
wore gravity; Infomuch, although in mortal 
felt, he ſeemed toliae ati immortal life. T here 
happebed in the Province of Lycia,andin all 
the Eaſt 4 moſt grieyous plague, of which 
many died, and amovrgſt others within three 
daies the parents of Saint Nicholas, All their 
goods fell ynto him: and he asif he had not 
been heir, and Lord. of them, but only ſte» 
watd and diſpenſer , rcſolued to diſtribute 
them:amongſt the poor, and to give great 
alms, and withthem to purchaſe heauen. A- 
wongit many other alms-deeds which he did, 
one was very illuſtrious , arid worthy of per- 
petual memory tor the relief of three Virgins 
ſiſters , nobly borh ,and who for their great 
pouerty were in danger to ſet their chaſtity 
to ſale, For in the ſame city of Patara there 
was 4 man well born, and rich, who had 
three daughters of extraordinary beavty and 
of ſufficient age to marry : who ( as human 
things ate voitable and trail ) by divers miſ- 


fortunes had faln from his proſperity into ſo. 


great pouctty , and want , that he was not 
able not only to marry bis daughters , but 
euch not to ſuſtain himlelt , and them. And 
as men commonly loſe their reſpe& to God, 
and do not ack:.owledge whence their miſe- 
ry comes , this poor man to auvid the- diſ- 
grace, and ſhame of the world , took a per- 
nicious counſel both tor himſelf , and for his 
family, chooſing rather to {ce it Rained with 


fo great, that thow baſt oblige# ite , tathir it» 


fin, then in want, and diſhonor, He dealt 
with his daughters that they ſhould 


they offended him zot as if it were not better 
to dy 2 thouſand times of hanger ; then to 
offend him. The miſerable damzcts , aad ſad 
children , whenlthey vaderſtood thi reſolu- 
tion of their father , were in great ſtraits, and 
trouble , as we may well imagih ; conſidering 
the extremity of the miſery to Which they 
were come , and that for a piete of bread 
they were to loſe their chaſtity, their: tonor, 
and their ſouls. The fad condition in"which 
this family was, was not hiden fromy-Sainc 
Nicbotas , and'it ſeemed to hin; that tro altvs 
copld be more acceptable to God ; then that 
whtch was cmployed in relicuttig the bodies 
of theſe honorable Virgins , and iti Keeping 
their fouls from Gn, He'tefoluet to remetly 
chat neceſſity , but in ſuch &'tighner that it 
ſhoald not be known who temedied it : for 
deing humble be flyed gloty ; which is wont 
to follow thoſe thatfly tro it. He took fucti 
a quantity ' of gold at he thoughthitting') 4nd 
wrappeditin 2 cloth, and took it with Hiat 
in the night , atid weat to the- b6ufs'of the 
poor Gentleman, and ſeing by the light of 
the moon 4 witidow of the ehattiber where 
he ſlept ; half oper; he caſt the gold in av it; 
ſceretly, and in' all Haſte returned buck to his 
his-own houſe. When the Getitlewan awas 
ked ; he ſaw thdt dentediftion/'bf God 5 and 
was aaated ati; fraring leaſt/it wight not 
be 3-cheat of the deull , of & fiiate bf fours 
ene : at laſt ſeing that it was-gold, putting 
away all ſuſpitions and fears \with"marry te» 
ars he gave thanks tb God for it; Betthr{ faid 
he), 6 my God baſitbou dealt Fithmb ; then Z 
thought to baze don by thee. F thought of off en 
ding thee , and thou haſt chi%ven me merty , and 


td loſe my life 2 thouſand tits \; thearuffentl 
thee. F am ſorry for the ba# pitpoe Whieb T 
bad, and bumbly begg thy patdoti.. With this 
gold the father provided for one of itsdaugh- 
ters, martying het ſuitably to her coridition: 
and when Saint Nicholas heard of it ; be was 
niote tejoyced for having giuen the gold, 
then the father was for having tecelued it , 
and reſolued to belpin the ſame rhatiner the 
two other daughters that remained: He caſt 
in the ſecond time the ſame quantity of gold, 
and in the ſame manner as he had don the 
firſt , with which the ſecond daughter was 
provided for. And the tather having great 
hopes that God would alſo provide for his 
third daughter,and not leſs defirous to know 
who was his benefaftor, and by whole hand 
God did him thoſe fignal favors, without any 
deſerts of his part, he reſolved to watch, that 


if he ſhould come the third time: » he might 


difcoucr 


tthei —— 
livelybood by filthily proftituring their bo- _.5- 


dies, as if God could not ſuſtain them valeſs Decen- 
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difcouet him , and know who he was , and | 
"7. according as he was able , be gratcfull to 
Pzcrn. bim for ſuch extraordinary favors. The Saint 
"88K. Camcthe third time , caſtin the money, and 


enjoyment of God , he departed to viſit firſt. 

the holy places of Hicruſalem, in whichChriſt Hy, 
our Sauiour wrought our Redemption , and Deczw 
from thence thought to go into ſome wilder. tx, 


inſtantly retired : but the ipoor Gentleman 
being vpon his watch , ran forth after him 
in all haſte , and overtook him : caſt him- 
ſelfat bis feet , and kiſſing them , ſaid vnto 
him ; Njcholas , Why doeft thou conceal thy ſelf 
from me ? why Wilſt thou not permit me to ack- 
nowviedge thee , to whom f ow ſo much ? Thou 
art my helper ,my relieuer, and bebo bas deli- 
wered my ſoul , and the ſouls of my daughters 


from bell; and their bodies from sbame. By thee 


God has raiſed the poor from the ground, and 
thei needy from the dungbill. This the poor 
wan ſaid:, not ceaſing to ſhed many tears, 
and to kiſs the feet of Nicholas, who much 
xeſented his being diſcovered : and diminiſh- 


. Ivg the, work as if it did not deſerve fo great 


an-eſteem; he intreated bim in all louc, that 
in recompence of his good will , and of that 
which he had don tor him , he would not 
ſpeakof it , nor reveal it to any one living. 
But it was in 'vain , for ous Lord would that 
this! chatity , bumility , and. warines of Saint 


Nicholas ſhould be for our example , and. 


ſhould be preached in his holy Church : and 
that he who had reccived the benefit of the 


nes,and to live remote trom the noyſe and 
tumult of pcople, He entred into A ſhip that 
was bound for Egypt, and began his voyage 
with a proſperous wind ; the heaven bein 

cleere , and the ſca calm , the Saint ſaw the 
deuil enter into the ſhip , all in a fury ; and 
with a naked ſword in his band , and as it 
were ſtriving with all his force to fink the 
ſhip. Saint Nicholas preſently vnderſtood by 
the inſpiration of God what was to happen: 
and bad the matiners prepare themſelues,and 
be ready ; for a moſt furious and violent tem- 
peſt would befall them ; which preſently aro« 
ſe in ſo horrid a manner, that they all held 


| themſclues for loſt : and they caſt themſclues 


at the feet of the Saint , beſeeching him, that 
ſcing God had rcuealed vnta him that ſtorm 
betore it came , he would , now that it was 
preſent, allay it with his praiers, S. Nicholas 
made his praicr, and in 4 moment the heavens 
cleered , the winds ceaſed , and the fea grew 
calm , and thoſe that held themſelues for dead 
reuiued , and gaue thanks to our Lord: And 


that the merits of Saint Nicholas might be 
| more declared, in this voyage , one of the ma- 


od work , and had been witnes of fuch | riners accommodating a ſail , fell downfrom 
jpb vertues, ſhould publiſh them : as he did | the ſcuttle into the ſhip ; and died of the fall, 
all.the: daies of bis life , recounting toall,this But Saint Nicholas praying for him , betoſe 
work bf charity ,and the reſt which he knew | vp alive, and well. He arriuedat Hierufalem, 
that the Saint bad don for others, which were | and viſited thoſe holy places,cſpeciallyMount 
many, and. wonderfull. But -how thick we Calvary, where Chriſt had becn crucificd, 
was the heart of that man changed , when by | and the holy ſepulcher: and was much come 
means of Saint Nicholas be ſaw himſelfouer- | forted and recrcated by ovr Lord in thatpil- 
come. by our Lord ? How aſbamed ? How a- | grimage. And as he went well diſpoſed, and 
baſhed ? How confounded was he? And bis | with cingular devotion, he received in it ad- 


three daughters , when they ſaw themſclues 
tclieved ,. and: put in an honorable eſtate , 
without the oftence of God , or their own 
ſbame., bow. gratctull ought they to be to 
God, and to the Saint ? Teaching vs all by 
this example, that although the waters of affli- 
ion come cucn.to our very mouths, and we 
Jee our {clues even drowned in ſorrows , po- 
uctty., and calawitys, we ſhould never diffide 
in ourLord, who takes ſo great carc to pro» 
vide for vs, and knowes well when it is time 
to relicue vs, 

The Biſhop, vncle to Saint Nicholas,had 
built 3 Monaſtery , and he gave the care of 
it to his nephew , whoout of obcdience ac- 
ceptcd of it , much againft his will; for his 
Humility was ſo great , that he ſhunned all 
charges of command, and government. He 
gc ucrned that Monaſtery with wondertul! 
example of SanRity, and prudence, and ſtayed 
there ſome years, vntill that defiring to retire 
hiwſclt into ſcme deſert place , and to giue 
himſcl{ wholly to the contemplation , and 


| 


mirablc gifts, and fauors from our Lord; But 
the holy man thinking to tutfill his purpoſe, 
and to retire himſclf into ſome ſolitary place, 
he had 4 reuelation from God , in which he 
commanded him to return to his Monaſtery: 
for that he would haue him ſeruc him in a» 
nother thing, and not in that which he had 
projeRted.For the judgements of our Lordare 
far diftercnt from outs , and allthe petection 
and happincs of a man, conſiſts in doing his 
will ; as Saint Nicholas did, for forthwith he 
embarked to return into his own countrey, 
but the mariners deceiued him , and carried 
him towards the city of Alexandria in E- 
ypt : but when they diſcoucred it , and ap” 
proached the land , on the ſudden there aroſe 
luch a vehement ſtorm , that it droue them 
trom the bauen they thought to putin at, and 
carried the ſhip to Lycia , the countrey of 5- 
Nicholas , whither he had contracted with 
the mariners to carry him:and they admiring, 
and confounded at jt , asked him pardon. 


He returned to his Monaſtery , where he 
Was 
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was received with preat joy by his monks, | heauen , yet after that he was Biſhop, he jud- 
_ 6. who bad much reſented the abſence of (o | ged that he ought to make himſelf better,and -—— 
PeceM* pooda father , and Paſtor, There he thought | as much to ſurpaſs all his ſubje&s in vertue, __ ©: 
* BER to rcemain as in4 ſecure haven all his life. But | as he exceeded them in dignity: and diſcour- DECEn- + 


one day as he was recolle&ed in pier , he 
heard a voice from heaven that ſaid vato lym: 
This is not the place in Yhich F Yould haue 
thee to be , tut that thow go forth into the field, 
and treat ith men , io the end that F may be 
glorified in thee. Aaving heard this voice, he 
vndcrſtood that God would employ him 
in ſome other miniſtery, and rclolued to go 
to the city of Myra , which was the Metro- 
polis , and head of the Province of Lycia: 
thinking that there he ſhould not be known, 
and ſhould better fly the konor , which they 
did bim in his own countrey. At that time 
the ſuffragan Biſhops of that Province were 
allembled at Myra, to choole 2 Piclate , and 
Paſtor worthy of it. They were all very defi- 
10us to choole him that was moſt worthy of 
that dignity. They praied much to our Lord, 
beſcechiog him that he would inſpire them , 
and maniteſt the perſon, whom , according to 
his will, they were to chooſe (which are the 
means we ought to vſe, that we may not 
miſtake in a matter of ſo great importance) 
God reucaled to one of the Biſhops, an anci- 
ent wan ,and of 4 good life, that they sbould 
chooſe the firſt man that the next doy extredinto 
tbe Church , and Was called Nicholas, He com- 
municated this to the other Prelates , and to 


all the Clergy , and they were all very well. 


contented , and agreed to do ſo : and gaue 
order , that no body ſhould go forth ot the 
Church, and that they ſhould ſpend that night 
in prayer. The which Saint Nicholas ( as his 
cuſtom was) ſpent in praiſing, and contem- 
plating our Lord:and without knowing what 
was to become of him, he went without thin» 
king any thing, very carly in the morning to 
the Church, where the Biſhop that bad had 
the revelation was watching at the door, who 
ſcing Nicholas, went to him , and asked him, 
vo he Yvas , and What was bis name? Tam 4 
poor fanner (laid he) and my name 1s Nicholas: 


The Biſhop ſcing bis countenance, and per-- 


ſon to be worthy of all reucrence, and con- 
fidering bis humble words, and that the name 
bt Nicholas agreed withthe diuin revelation, 
he took him by the hand, and lead him to 
the other Biſhops; and they with great con- 
gratulation and rezoycing oftheir own parts, 
and of all the people, conſecrated him Biſhop 
of Myra. Only Saint Nicholas wept, and was 
aflited to ſee himſelf bonored , and put in 
that chair , of which he held himſelt yawor- 
thy : although he dared not to reſiſt, ſeing 
ſuch clear and evident ſigns that it was the 
will of. God. 

Although the life of Saint Nicholas was 


ſo perfett ,and as it were a pouttraiture of | 


Tom. 2, 


ſiog with himſelf he ſaid : 7 bis dignity, Nie "has 


cholas , requires another kind of liſe: hitherto 
thou baſt lined tothy ſelf , nov thou mult line 
to others.Tf thou defareſt that thy words rbould 
prrſwande thy ſubjes , it is needfall that thou 
goeſt before them by thy example , to the end that 
thy Works may gue force to thy Yordr. And fo 
he began to rctitain himſelf more , and to 
treat himſelf with greater auſtcrity. His clo+ 
thing was poorer then before, He cat only 
once aday,and then no fleſh neither:He made 
ſomething of the holy Scripture to be read at 
his table. He ſpent the nights in praicr and 
meditation, He ſlept vpon the ground , and 
his ſleep was but lite. He roſe before the break 
of day , and called bis Clergy to ſing bymns, 
and Pſalms in the praiſe of Jeſus Chriſt. At 
the riſing of the ſun he went to the Church, 
and aſſiſted at the divin offices, All the reſt of 
the day he ſpent in affairs belonging tothe of 


fice of a holy Paſtor.He put inall the Chur-. 


ches of hisBiſboprick learned Curates,and of 
a good life,to the end that they might gouern 
them , and inform themſclues of all the cor- 
porall and ſpiritual neceſſities of his people , 
and he endeauored to remely them with ex- 
traordinary care, and diligence. For corporal 
neceſlitys he bad divers rich , and powerfull 
citizens, who ſent him large alms, to be dife 
tributed by him to the poor : for in-his houſe 
was alwaies found pouerty , and nothing that 
could be ſold or pawned : the very books 
which he had were borrowed ; he chooſing 


to hauc nothing his own, and preferring vo« 


luatary pouerty before all the riches of the 
world.For ſpiritual neceſſitys he had alſo zea» 
lovs, and prudent perſons , who gave him 
notice of the publik ſins: the which be reme« 
medicd with gentlenes, or ſeuerity, as was 
convenient, helping himſelf with the autho« 
rity of the Magiſtrates and Iudges And al- 
though he were ſo wiſe, diffiding in himſelf, 
he took for his counſellers two famous , and 
holy men , Paulus Rhodius , and Theodorus 
eAſcalonita, with whom he communicated 
whatſocucr he did. Nor content with this, 
cucry year , vpon the firſt day of September, 
he gathered 4 Synod , and treated abovt the 
reformation, and good gouerntnent of, the 
Churches vnder his juriſdition;; and conſis 


dering that he was to giue an acgqunt to God 


of all the ſouls that were voder his charge , 
and miſtruſting his own weaknes, and ſmall 
forces , to ſupport ſo great i burden, be be- 
ſought them oftentimes with tears, that they 
would frce him from ſo great 4 danger, But 
being in this perplexity aud atftliftion , he 
heard a voice trom heaven which ſaid vnto 

Mmmm mm him 
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him : Do 2ot fear Nicholas, that thou dealing 
7 my buſines faithfully, T should be wngratefall, 


Dec. 4nd abandon thee : and with this voice he was 
BER, comfor ted " and appeaſcd. 


93) 


many ſtars, 

The innumerable and very oreat miracley 7g 
which this moſt holy man wrought in his Decry. 
lice, andafter his death, can-not be ſet down » xx. 


Jt was very neceſſary that Saint Nicholas 
ſhould be Biſhop and Paſtor to detend the 
flock of our Lord , which in his time was 
much affrighted , and perſecuted by raucnous 
wolucs, For Diccletian and Maximan , moſt 
cruel cnemies of Iceſus Chriſt, and of his Re- 
ligion being Emperors ( although others lay 
that he was in the time of the Emperor Lici» 
nius)a furious tempeſt was raiſed againſt the 
Church, and it reached to the very City of 


' Myra, and many Chriſtians ſuffered , and 


many more had periſhed in thatſtorm, bad 
not Saint Nicholas,likea good Pilot, held the 
ſtern , and ſuſtained by his SanRity , Valor, 
and prudence, the ſhip ofthe commonyealth; 
cowbated by ſo many , and ſuch raging wa- 
ves. For Ike 4 Valiant Captain he went torth 
to encounter the enemies , animating the 
weak, comforting the aflied, and inflaming 
all to martyrdom,keeping many from falling, 
and lifting vp thoſe that were faln , encoura» 
ging all by his words, and example, joyfolly 
to ſhed their blood for God, The holy Prelate 
was apptchended : they would gladly haue 
put him to death , but they dared not for the 
great refpe& and reucrence that all bore ynto 
him, They-baniſbed him; and his baniſhment 
was 4 comfort to many that were baniſhed, 
and to biniſcif a heagenly yoy and jubilee, But 
ſoon after ſucceeded the'golden age of the 
Emperor Conſtantin , who commanded all 
the Chriiſtizns , that were priſoners for the 
faith of Chriſt ,to be ſer at liberty , and the 
Temples of the Idols to be demoliſhed, and 
raſed, Upon theſe Edits Saint Nicholas rc- 
tvinied to his Church and went through the 
tbwns'ot bis Biſhoprick, throwing down the 
prophafie Temples of the fals Gods , and a- 
mongſt theth i moſt famovs one that was in 
the city of Mira , dedicated to the Goddeſs 
Dianz'; which He ſo demoliſhed that there re- 
wained not bne ſone vpon another. When 
t was thrown down, there were heard ih the 
air Janieritable cryings, and horrible howlings 
of the devils',who lamented, and complained 
that'they'were caſt out of their ancient habi- 
tation. with this, CatholickReligion began to 
fouriſhmore,and Kolatry to fall, by the vigi- 
lancy'of thisholy Prelate.Who was not only 4 
valiant'Chawpion of God againſt the pagans, 
but alſo ag#itft the Heretcks, converting 
many to our holy Catholick faith ; and being 
preſent at the Council of Nice , amonglit 
three hundred and eighteen Biſhops , who 
were there aſſembled together to condemn 
the hereſy of Arius, he ſhined amongſt them 
all with ſo great clarity, and opinion of ſan- 
city, that he appeared like 2 ſun amoreſt ſo 


Lo 


: 


in few words. Some few of the more rare, 
and more notablel will here relate.Our Lord - 
ſent a moſt grieuous dearth into the Province 
of Lycia, and almoſt all the people periſhed 
of hunger. The holy man had no other orgs 
narys, nor barns to remedy this neceſſity but 
praicr, and confidence in God. At this time 
d certain merchant had loaded 3 ſhip with 
wheat in Sicily toſell it in Spain, Beirg ready 
to depart out ofthe haven , one night Saint 
Nicholas appeared to him in his ſleep ,and 
bad him carry that wheat to the city. of Mira 
in Lycia, for there he ſhould ſell it at agood 
price, and make himfelfa rich man : anvasit 
were by way of earneſt put into his hand 
three pieces of gold, The merchant awaking, 
and ſcing the gold , and his chamber docr 
(hut, he vnderſtood that that viſion was from 
God. He hoifcd fail : direQed his cours whi- 
ther God had commanded him : with 4 prof- 
perous wind came to Mira : ſold his wheatat 
a good rate, and was well contented with the 
price; & the people much more with the whe- 
at,and with the manner that God had relieued 
them, for the merits oftheir holy Prelate,The 
Emperor Conſtantin ſent three Tribunes, or 
Maſters of the camp , called Nepotion, Vi/us, 
and Herpillion , with ſoldiers , to appeaſe I 
tumult that was raifed in Phrygia. Theſe 
Captains came toa village belonging to the 
city of Myra , andthe ſoldiers going into the 
counttey, began (as they are wont)to miſuſe, 
and rob the inhabitants ,who took vp arms 
to defend themſclues, and to refiſt the ſoldi- 
ers. Saint Nicholas had notice of it, and pres 
ſently in all haſte he went to them ; to hins 
der the inconuecnicnces that might =_ 
ſhould they come to blows : and his prefeiice 
was ſufficient to make both the one patty'and 
the other to lay down their arms, and be pa+ 
cifyed, and yeeld therſelues vp to hid will 
The Saint invited the three Captains , and 
carried thetn to his houſe , and cntertainet 
them with'great courteſy, and civility : and 
before they parted, it was told him, that the 
Prefe& ofthe city, called Zuſiacbins, had com> 


. demne@ to death three honorable citizens, 


that were innoccnt, fora great ſumm of av» 
ney ,that certain of their enemies. had giuell 
him: and that all the city was fad and afflifted, 
to ſee that cruelty and injuſtice which was 
vied againſt them. Strait the Saint roſe vp,in- 
treating the three Captains that they would 
accompany him: and vnderſtanding thatthey 
were already in the place of puniſhment,and 
vpon the point of being eexecuted , he wed! 
to the' place in great haſte, and found the 


three citizens ypon their knees with their 
eyes 
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eyes couered, their hands tyed, and the exc- 


'* cutioner with his {word lifted ypon to cut 
. cut off their heads ; and a great multitude of 


people round about , lamenting , and bewai- 
ling that fad ſpeQacle. S.Nicholas came all on 
the ſudden , and with his only tight , held, 
and amazed the executioner : took the ſword 
out of his hand, commanded the Innocents 
to riſe vp 3 and gaue them their life , no body 
daring to reliſt him,or to ſpesk a word againit 
him ſo great was his authority, and the ref. 


pe that all bore him. Butthe Prefe& know- 


ing what had paſſed, and fearing the torment 
of his own conſcience , and the puniſhmeac 
ofthe Emperor Conſtantin , ifit ſhould come 
to his knowledge , caſt himſelf at the fect of 
Saint Nicholas, beſceching him that he would 
pardon him , andnot acquaint the Emperor 
with it, promiſing amendment. Hardly could 
he obtain of the Saint to pardon him : becau» 
ſe that ſo publick an injuſtice, and ſo ſcan» 
dalous, lecmed worthy ofa gricuous, and pu- 
blick puniſhment. The three Maſters of the 
cap were preſent at all this , admiring at 


what they had ſeen : and taking the benedi= 


&ion of Saint Nicholas they departed , and 
continuing their navigation , they came into 
Phrygia , and compoſed things there with 
reat valor , and'prudence , as the Emperor 
Fa commanded them : and from thetiee re« 
turning 'to Conftantinople were well recei- 
ved , and honored , as perſons that had ſo 
well deferued it.But asenuy is ſtill an enem 
to vertue , ſome ( who grieucd to ſee the 
Captains ſo eſteemed , and honored by the 
Emperor)accuſed them vnto him,as diſloyal, 


thing that touches the conſervation of their 
eſtate : the Emperor commanded them to be 
apprehended by the counlel of «Ablawins his 

reat fauotite, andPrefe& of the palace, who 
ci very couetous , and had been well feed 
to take away the liucs of thoſe who had don 
ſo good ſeruicetand ſo great was the fauor,8& 
50Wer Which he had, that he made the ſeoten- 
ce of death to be giuen: againſt them. When 
the three Captains vnderitood it, they found 
no other remedy , hut to recommend them: 
ſclues with many tears , and ſighs to $, Ni- 
Nicholas , although he were abſent , and fo 
far diſtant from them; calling to mind how 
in their preſence he had deliucred out of the 
hand of the executioner , the three citizens 
condemned tody. God heard them from hea- 


ven , and Saint Nicholas from the conntrey 


where he was : and that night the Emperor 
Conſtantin, and Ablauius being afleep, Saint 
Nicholas appeared toeach of thema part, tel» 
ling them who he was, and reprehending 
them ſcuerely for the vnjuſt ſentence Which 
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they bad giuen againſt» thoſe three Maſters of 
the Camp , Ybo Were innocent , and that God 5 


call bat they had don. Such was the weight 
which he ſpoke to them, that betimes in the 


to be called ,and recounted to him his viſion: 
and vnderſtanding that Ablavius had had the 
lawe , he commanded the ſoldiers to be ſet at 
liberty, and ordained that they 5hould go to 
Myra to Saint Nicholas, and giue bim thanks 
for bauing delivered them from death: and that 
they should ſalute him in bis name, and preſent 
bim 4 book, of the Ghoſpels, written with letters 


cenſor excellently Wrought, adorned vith pretious 


and neceſſity , inuocatcd him , and fou 


bai ſent bim to reuenge /o great 2 wickednes: x1... 
ani ſo bg would do, wnles they did preſently re- -oromng; 


of what the Saint ſaid, and the ſcuerity with. 


| morning , Conſtantin {commanded Ablayius. 


of gold , and richly bound , and coucred, and 4 


ſtones, and to clandeFficks of gold for the ſer- 
vice of the «Altar, and in perpetual memory of 
the dewotion Which the Bmperor bad towards 
him: who vpon occaſion of this miracle writ 
to Ablauius , and made4 law , in which he 
commands , that the judgements and ſcnten- 
ces of the Biſhops ſhould be obeyed, and ſaieg 
inittheſe words : We ordain , thatthe/enten. 
ces of the Bishops ,in Whatſoeuer manner they 
are pronounced be alwaies kept entirely , and 
inuiolably : and that it be held for ſacred , and 
venerable Whatſoener is determined by the ſens 
tence of the Bishops. This miracle was diuut 
ged ,'and the fame , and reuerence of the 
Saint incrcaſed throughout the world : and 
all that were afflited, or in any great danger, 
Ice 
| medy. As it: happened to certain mariners, 
turnultuous, and perſons that machinated, and | who being in ſech I horrible and dreadfull 
plotted ſome treaſon againſt his Empire, And | tempeſt that they gave themſelues ouer for 
as Princes are jealous,and ſuſpicious in every | dead , and not knowing what further todo, 
they beſought almighty God that be would 
deliver them through the interceſſion of the 
holy Bishop Njcbolas ; and preſently he aps 
peared vnto them , and ſaid : Bebold bere I 
am to belp you , confide in God, Whoſe (ernwant 
I am ; and taking the ſtern in the 'vview of 
them all , he drew the ſhip out of danger, and 
aſſwaged the ſea, to the amazement and aſto- 
niſhment of thoſe that were there, who went 
immediately to the city of Myra , to giue 
thanks vnto the holy Prelate for the fauor 
which they had recciued from him , and fin+ 
ding him in the Quite finging the divin office, 
they caſt themſclues at his tcet ,and recouns 
ted vato him before thoſe that were preſent 
all that which bad happened vnto them. At 
which the Saint { out of his great humility ) 
was aſhamedand confounded , and faid vate 
| chem :Gine the glory , children , to God, for T 
am 4 ſinfull man , and an unprofitable Jjeruant: 
and calling themafide,he declared vnto them, 
that they tell into that danger for their fins ; 
and diſcoucred vnto them certain ſecret faults 
which 
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- which they had, that they might amend them: Yould gladly go along Yith them, ere 5he not =—_ 
6. foramongſt other giſts of God which he had, | hindred by ber great weaknes , and ceitain ori. _ 6 
Deceu- 3 moſt ſignal one was, his ſeing the conſci- | pings of ber ftomack.: but ſeirg that 5he cult Decey, 
5K, ences of thoſe that converſed withhiga , apd | #ot nowvgo berſelf , sbe intreated them that they *** 
whatſocuer they had in their hearts: and a | wowld take that weſſel of oyl, and offer it in ber 
moſt ſweet force in perſwading them what- | name for the lamps that burned before the yes 
ſoeuer be pleaſed: and with this be ſent them | pwlcher of the Saint. The pilgrims took the 
away contrite for their fins and amazed. oy] , thinking that tit was a devout womar 
Saint Nicholas then ſhinjpg like a ſup in that ſpake tothem : and the ſecond day they 
the world, by bis moſt holy lite, dofrin, and had a terrible florm: and thinking to return 
miracles , now. full of daics, vertues , and | back again, Saint Nicholas appeared to them 
merits ,defiring to finiſh his pilgrimage , and | in the ſhape ofa Venerable old man that came 
panting after his eternal countrey , was ta- | in 4 baik, and commanded them preſently 
ken with alight infuiwity, but vnderſtanding | to caſt into the fea the veſlel of oy] , which 
that he was to dy of it (althoygh be was al- the devil inthe ſhape of 4 woman had given 
waics preparcd ) he diſpoſed himſelf with | them , for ſo they ſhould have a proſperous 
more Care for that glorious journey : and | voyage, They did fo, andinthat part of the 
with great,and exceſſive content,and jubilee, | ſea where the oyl fell, there aroſe a tertible 
rendred vp his ſoul to our Lozd, vpon the | fire , with ſuch a filthy ſtench , that itclearly 
ſixth of December, in the year three hundred | appeared to be ſomthing appertaining tohell, 
twenty fix , in the raign of Conſtantin the The Wandals went out of Airica jnto Ca 
Great. The death of Saint Nicholas was | labria ; and pillaged that countrey : one of 
deeply reſented by allthat city, and Province, | them found in the houſe of a Chriſtian an 
which loſt ſo great a Paſtor,Father, Maſter, | image of Saint Nicholas, and took it aloog 
Proteaor, and defender. The Biſhops, Cler- | with him , without knowing w hat it was, 
oy , and people round about aſſembled toge- | Afterwards when he was returned into Afti- 
ther, and cnterred his holy body with great | ca , he asked Whoſe image that Was ? and the 
ſolemnity , and mary tears, and fighs, ina | Chriſtians anſwered him, that it yas the ima« 
magnificent apd ſurptuous Church, which | ge of 4 holy Bishop called Nzcholas , ly whom 
at that time was in the city of Myra, And our | God Wrowght prodigious things , and fauned 
Lord who honored the Saint alive, with ſo | tbo/e that recommended themſelnes wnto bim. 
w2ny and ſuch ſtupendious miracles, exalted | The Wandal put the image of the Saintin 
him aſter his death with others, no leſs re- | the chamber where he kept his gold, and 
markable. For immediately began to flow | filuer, and all his riches: and one day going 
from his holy body a miraculous [jquor, and | abrodein all haſte vpon vrgent buſines, ture 
ſouerain again all infirmities:and from very | ning himſelftothe image of the Saint, he ſaid 
remote countreys and provinces the faithfull | vato him ; Nzbolas , ſeing thon baſs ſo great 
came in pilgrimage to his ſepulcher, to honor | power , keep my houſe , and that Which I leave 
* his pretious Relicks ard to enjoy that ſo con, | 7 5t, The Barbarian was no ſooner gonfonth 
tinual 4 mizacle and benefit. And Iohn the | of his bouſe , but theeues entred intoit, and 
Deacon, in the life which he writ of Saint | pillaged it : and he returning home, and fins 
Nicholas , gathered out of the Patriarch Mec- | ding his houle empty , was enraged againſt 
thodius, adds , that 4 Biſhop of Myra having | the Saint, and began to beat his image, and 
been caſt out of his chair , that ſoucrain oint» | threatned to burn it, if he did not help him 
ment ceaſed to flow from the ſcpulcher of the | to that again, which bad been taken from 
Saint ; and that the Biſhop beipg reſtored to | bim. At the ſame time Saint Nicholas appeared 
his Church ,it lowed again as beforc. But |. to the theeues , who wete very jocond for 
amongſt the other prodigious thipgs thatarc | the prize they hadgotten ; and with greatſe 
recounted of Saint Nicholas after his death | uciity commanded them, preſently to reſtore - 
one is very remaikable.On i time there went | it, threatning them moſt terribly if they did 
many pilgrims 1n a ſhip to viſit the body of | not. The theeues forthwith made reſtitution 
Saint Nicholas: and the devil who had been | of what they had ſolo , and the Wandal ad- 
caſt out of that Temple of Diana , which the | miting at it was conuerted to our holy faith, 
Saint ( as we baye ſaid aboue ) demoliſhed, | he , and his wiſe , and all bis family,and built 
defiring to revenge himſelf of him , in thoſe | a Church in honor of Saint Nicholas, where 
that were deuoted to him (fince he could not | he commanded himſelf to be interred : our 
now reuenge himſelfof him in his own pro» | Lord making viſe of this ſo wonderfull 2 
per perſon.) he took the ſhape of a woman | means for the converſion , and faluation of 
that carried great veſſel of oyl : and diſcour- | him, and of many others : and this miracle 
ſing with the wh rs ,and paſſengers , ſaid | being known in Africa, the deuotion to Saint 
vritothem, that 5be kneWv that they were going | Nicholas was propagated throughout all that 


in Pilgrimage to Saint "Nicholas , and that she { Province. But it is not ot cls admiration _ 
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praiers and tcars had obtained that ſon of 

God through his interceſſion, Who having | 
been taken by the Saracens, at the ſame time 

that his parents were celebrating with great 

ſolemnity and joy , the fcſtinity of Saint Ni- 

cholas , was carticd to Babylon , and preſen- 

tcd to the king. At the end of the year,vpon 

the ſame day that he bad been taken cap- 

tiuc , as he was ſeruing the king at table, and 

with the cup in his hand to giue him to 

drink , he fetcht a great and deepſigh : and 

the king asking bim the cauſe of his grief. 

he anſwered, that be remembred him , of bis 

being taken captive wpon that day , and of the 
feaſt Which his parents vere wont #0 keep in 

honor of Saint Nicholas , and of the fauors which 
God did to thoſe who recommended themſclues 
to that Saint, The King ſwelling with pride, 
and vanity , faid vnto him : «Miſerable Wretch 
that thou art , who can deliver thee out of my 
hands ? And all on the ſudden Saint Nicho- 
las appeared , and taking the youth by the 
hair of his hcad , as he was with the cup in 
his hand , he ſnatched him away out of the 
ſight of the king , and reſtored him aliue , 
ſound and without any hurt to his parents, 
at the ſame time that they were celebrating 
his feaſt, and diſtributing meat to the Clergy, 
and the poor for the louc of the Saint, and 
bcſeeching him with earneſt affe&ion' that he 
Would r eftore them their ſon. By theſc and in- 
numerable other miracles, the fame of Saint 
Nicholas was extended throughout all the 
world, & the deuotion of the faithfull increa- 
ſed , recurring to him in their aflitions,and 
neceſſities. The body of Saint Nicholas was 
tranſlated from «Ara to the city of Bary 
(which is in the Prouince of Apulia , in the 
kingdom of Naples; as faics the Roman Mar- 
tyrologe ) vpon the ninth of May. And Sigi- 
bert ſayes, that this Tranſlation was made in 
the year one thouſand and cighty ſcuen ; 4 
hundredand _ five years after it was firſt 
enterred. There bis holy body is at preſent, 
from which flowes that pretious liquor, which 
was at Myra: and is very ſoucrainfor many 
diſcaſes , and of.it makes mention the Bree» 
uviary of Toledo : and the Greeks call him 
the famous Saint Nicholas , for his miracles, 
and for the fragrant liquor that deſtilis from 
his body. The life of S. Nicholas was written 
by Mctapbraſtes, Methodius Biſhop of Con- 
ſancinople , and Tohn the Deacon , and Leo- 
uard luſtinian , and of him do make men- 
tion all the Martyrologes , and Nicephorus 
Calixtus, Suidas , and the Lyturgy of Saint 
lohn Chryſoſtom , and the ſecond. Council } 
of Nice , and Cardinal Baronius in his An- 


rotations vpon the Martyrologe , :nd in the 
Tom, 2. 


Saint Nicholas , Bishop. 


— yonder that which happened to 4 youth 
' . born of noble, and rich parents, and much 
un deuoted to Saint Nicholas , who with mapy 


third tome of his Annals." 


958 


—— 


CONTESEEEE DES ESSE S PRAM 


MW Wwe ne 
xx x FxE x Ft Ft 
$2 0260000000004 02090000004402+ 
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THE LIFE OF $. AMBROSE, 
Bishop of Milan , and Dottor of 
the Church, 


NaF Prclate , and moſt wiſe Door 
& of the Church Saint Ambroſe, 
BEN 1EI/F was written by PaulinusPricf, 
wu S who was his ſecretary, and fa« 
miliar friend, and by Iohn Coſfterus, 4 Cas 
non Regular of Saint Auguſtin : and Cardi- 
nal Baronius has with very particular indu- 
ſtry and diligence gathered it more largely 
out of his own writings; which authors we 
will here follow. 

Saint Ambroſe was the ſon of 3 very illu« 
ſtrious Roman Gentleman of prime account, 
who was alſo called «Ambroſe. This Gentle- 
man bad one daughter and two ſons , the 
davghter ( who was the eldeſt ) was called 
«Marcellina;who livedin perpetual Virginity: 
and Pope Libcrivs, vpon Chriſtmasday,con- 
ſecrated her to our Lord , and gaue her the 
vayl before 4 great multitude of people , ex- 
horting her to perſcucrance , with 4 grauc 
and elegant oration.'Aﬀter Marcelina was 
born Satyrus ,3 prudent , and yertuous man, 
Ambroſe their father came to be Prefe& of 
the Gaules (which was an honorable office, 
and of great truſt) and going into France to 
execute it , his ſon Ambroſe was born there , 
for the glory of our Lord , and the defence, 
and ornament of his Church. Our Ambroſe 
then being an Infant, andlying in thecradle 
aſleep , with his tle mouth open , all on the 
ſudden there came 4 ſwarm of becs , and ſe- 
tled on his face , going in and out at his 
mouth , and a litle after took their flight, and 
were {cen no more. His Father was preſent 
at this prodigy ; and admiring at what he had 
ſeen he ſaid : This child if be line vill be 4 
great man : and ſo he proud, far fu 
Plato ,to whom the like is faid to hauc hap+ 
pened. The father dicd in his government in 
France, and the ſon Ambroſe returned with 
his mother and brethceren to Rome , where 
he was brought vp : and at preſent there is 3 
Monaſtery of BenediQtin Nunns, in certain 
houſes , which arc commonly faid to baue 
belonged to the father of S. Ambroſe. When 
he was achild he feemes to have propheſied 
that he was to be 4 Biſhop , for ſcing the 

Nonannn people 
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people Kits the handsof the Biſhops, he gaue 

7. his to 4 yong maid that was in the company 
Decen- of his fiſter , bidding her kz/s it, for that be 
3:8, Was to be 2 Bishop: and although then it was 


people of Milan began tobe in 2 tumyle 
Catholicks willing that a Catholick bile TY | 
(hould be choſen , the hereticks, an heretic 2% 


The EmperorValentinian having vadertogg *** | 


looked vpon as the jeaſt ofachild aficrwards 
it appcarcd that it wasa prognoſtication of 
what was indeed to happen. Although the 
city of Rowe was lo great, and ſo licentiovs, 
and ſo full of vain,and debauched yong men, 
Ambroſe did not permit hiniſclt to be carried 
away by the feruor and impetuoſity of youth, 
nor by the torrent of other yong men, but he 
lived with ſuch retirement, and modeſty, that 
he perpetually conſerved his Virginity : and 
with the modeſty , and purity of his manners, 
the chaſt yong man joyned the ſtudy of good 
literature :and by his rare and excellent wit 
he came to be a very learned Philoſopher, 
and eloquent Orator , and exetciſed the offi- 
ce of an Aduocate, and was looked vpon as 
4 remarkable perſon , and of great abilities , 
aud had ſtrift friendſhip with the moſt famous 
and potent men of the city of Rome :as were 
Symmachus ( who had been conſul, and was 
as it were Prince of the Scenat, althavgh 4 
Pagan) and Anitivs Probus, whom the Em- 
peror Valentinian, becauſe he was 4 very wilſc 
man bad made Prefe& of his Palace (which 
was 4 high dignity ) that he might put ſuch 
Gouecrnots in the Provinces, as he thought 
fitting. Probus caſt his eyesvpon S. Ambgole, 


. for the great parts which he knew that he 


had , and gave him the charge ofthe Prouin- 
ces of F#/ubria, Liguria , and Emilia which 
are ofMilan, ofthe coaſt of Genoua, and that 


-partof Lombardy , whichis:on the other fide 


of the river Po. When Probus ſent him to his 
charge, heſaid vnto him :Go,and gowern,not 
ar 4 Tudge ,bnt as 4 Bisbop giving him tovn- 
dcrſtand, that he ſhould govern thoſe Prouin« 
ces not-with rigor , but with ſweetnes; and 
rather asa father, then as 3 judge. Saint Am- 
broſe departed from Rometo go to his go- 
uernment;and being come'to Milan, he found 
the wholecity full of jarrcs and faftions : for 
the Arrian hereticks diſturbed it, and endea- 
-voredtoinfe it, and the Catholicks to con- 
feruc it in itsancient, and Catholick Religi» 
-ON, But it pleaſed our Lord that «Auxentius 


the Biſhop,, and head ofthe Arians ſhould dy, 
who wasof Cappadocia, 4 crafty , anid can- 
ning men,and who making an outward ſhew 
of being Catholick , ſecretly infuſed the.poy- 


ſon of his perucrs doin : and hadgotten fo 


great authority and power, that ncither Saint 


Hilary Biſhop of Poitiers, nor Euagrius;Saint 
Hieroms great friend, nor Saint Philaſtrivs 
Biſhop ot Breſcia , coming for this purpoſe 
to Milan, wete ablc- to caſt him out of bis 
ſeat;which he held vatill that our Lord taking 
compaſſion of his Church , took him out of 


this life. Auxentius then being dead , all the | more he endeauored not to be theyr Biſhop, 


of the death of Auxentius , he admoniſhes 
the Biſhops that they sbould put in that chair 
a Prelate of ſuch merits , as be might Willingly 
ſtoop to him , ant receiue joyfully bis repreben. 
flons , as the (ouerain medicament of his ſoul, 
And when the Biſhops befought him, that he 
himſelf would chooſe him that was to ſucceed 
Auxcntivs , the pious Emperor would by no 
means do it, ſaying : that that buſinzs yas a. 
boue his forces : and that they as men that ers 
filled with the grace of God, and enlightened 
With bis light, could do it better. Valentinian 
ſbewing in this his piety , and the reſpe& 
which be bore the miniſters of God : andthat 
be knew bow to diſtinguiſh that which is 
proper to the Emperor and temporal Prince, 
trom that which appertainsto the Pricſts,and 
is proper to the Church. Jmmediately they 
fell totreating about the eleQion oſAPrelae, 
and atl the people of Milan were aſſembled 
together in the Church, the Catholicks,and 
the Arrrian hereticks conteſting with one 
another, and each party endeauoring tomake 
4 Biſhop of their own. Ambroſe , as Gouer- 
nor of that Province , came to the Charch, 
to paciſy the people, and to exhort them to 
peace, and quietnes, He beginning to ſpeak, 
all on the ſudden a litle child crycd out, ſays 
ing, Bisbop eAmbroſe.This voice being heard, 
inſtantly by diuin inſpiration, the bcarts of 
the Catholicks , and of the Arrians, which 
were ſo much diuided, were Rtrangely vnited, 


and with one conſentthey agreed that w- | 


broſe should be their Birhop.Saint Ambroſe was 
aſtoniſhed at it ., and endeauored to divert 
the people , and to: fly that.dignity, of which 
he held himſelf vaworthy: and yſed cxtraor» 
dinary mcans ,to ſhcw that he was ſo indeed, 
and to incline the people ta defiſt from that 
their will. To this. purpoſe going out of the 
Church, he cauſedhis Tribanal to be erctt- 
ed, and contrary to what he had hithertopra- 
Aiſed, he-began to ſhew-himſelf ſeucre, and 


. cruel ,;commanding certain wicked men to 


be tormented , and examining their cauſes 


rather like 4 rigorous. judge then 2 mercifull 


Biſhops Butthe people being not moued with 
theſe. terrors, and ſeucritys , but rather with 
lowder acclamations , and with greater ins 
ance demanding him for their Biſhop, the 
moſt chaſt and vertuous'man cauſed cettain 
wanton women to be brought to his bouſe: 


to the end that the people ſeing them, wight 


hold him for 4 diſhoneſt perſon; and vawor- 
thy ſo-ſublime and pure 4 fun&ion, Butthey 
all knowing and well vnderſtandiog that this 
was & merc deuicc to auoid the digoity , the 


they 
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the more earneſtly did they defice to bauc 


7- him : and crye& out , might that ſin ly wpon 


Decen® tbejr joruls, When Saint Ambrote faw that 
z6R his inventions availed him nothing , he fled 


from Milan towards Pavia: and bauingtra- 
velled all the night and believing that he was 
now come to Pauia , by the divin will he 
found himſelf at the gates of Milan , whete- 
vpon vnderſtanding that it wasthe work of 
God, be yeelded himſelf vp to the will of the 
people ,aying , that he would do what they 
pleaſed, They ſet guards vpon him, that he 
mightnot fly away the ſecond time, and made 
ſopplication to the Emperor Ualentinian, to 
confirm that their election. For that by the 
laws,the Magiſtrates, and Imperial miniſters, 
could not leave their offices, and make them- 
ſelves Clergy wen , without the good will 
and licence of the Emperors, The Emperor re- 
joyced much;that he whoaz he had appointed 


fortemporal Gouernor of thoſeProuinces, was - 
ſuch , that he deſerued to be Biſhop : and with | 
a very good will he confirmed the election . 


of S. Ambroſe, Who in the mean time that 
they were in ex{pecation of the anſwer of 
Valentinian , deceiving his gards, eſcaped 
the {ccond time,and hid himſelf in 4 countre 

houſe of one of his friends, called Leontius,a 
Gentleman of quality , where he remained, 
yntill that the Emperors anſwer being come, 
Leontivs bimſelf 'diſcouered him , that he 
might not contradit the Emperots com- 
mands.:Who was there cuer that ſo much 


;endeauored to be'Biſhop , as Saint Ambroſe 


trficed not to be ? Who was ever ſo ambiti- 
ous, and has inuented ſuch means to obtain 
Fain honor , and 4 troubleſonn command, as 
Saint' Arabroiſe did to 'agoid that dignity , 
which the people, and God himſelf offered 


Him ? But becauſe noman ought to refiſtthe 


divin will., Saint Ambroſe bowed his neck 


to the yoke , and permitted himſelf to be or- 


dained Biſhop. And for that he was not as 
yet baptized, but only a Catechumen, he was 
baptized by a Catholick Biſhop ( for ſo was 
his will ) and by him receiued'all orders , 


.and was conſecrated Biſhop, with incredible 


joy and rezoyciog of all. The Emperor was 
preſent at his confecration ,and tonuerting 
himſelf to almighty God, he faid:7 gize thee 
thanks my Lord andS auiour that thou baſt com» 
mittedtha care of ſouls to him to whom T had com- 
mitted the care of bodies, and by this haſt giuen 
to underſtand that my elefion was good, 

It is not cafily to be believed what 4 joy 
this cle&ion of Saint Ambroſe cauſed to the 
Catholicksin all Italy, and out of it : hoping 
that by his great zeal, and courage, the dam- 
wages,and miſchief would be repaired, which 
the Church of Milan had receiued by the 
perfidiouines and cratt of Auxentius, the Ar- 
tian Biſhop, Saint Baſil Biſbop of Ceſarea 


— 


| writ4 congratulatory epiſtle to him, praifing 


proved , and praiſed that eleQion , although 
it was wade 1n a perſon, who ( as we haue 
ſaid) was not as yet baptized : nor were they 
miſtaken, For as ſoon as our Ambroſe was 
ſeated in bischair , he left the carc of all tem. 
porall things to his holy brother Satyrus : 
that he might be more tree and difincumbred; 
and giue himſelf wholy to God , and attend 
to the obligations of his office. To the poor 
he Eiſtributed all the gold and ſilver which 
he had, and to the Church he made i dona- 
tion of his poſſeſſions and lands , reſeruing 
to his fiſter the profit of them, during her 
life. He ſaid Mals every day with great teg- 
dernes and deuotion, and with much prepas 
ration , as is to be ſeen by the praters which 
he compounded to this propoſe. He preached 
every ſunday, and like 4 good Paſtor gaue 
heauenly ſood to his ſheep : and his ſermons 
were ſo ſablime,and fo full of {pirit, learning, 
and eloquence, that by means of them, the 
great Door, and light of the Charch Sxiat 
Auguſtin was conuerted to onr Lord, For the 
end which he aimedat in them, wasto wound 
ſouls and to redace them to our Lott, not fo 
much by elegancy and copiouſnes of words, 
as by force of reaſoris , praicrs, and tears. He 
employed himſelf in other facred fun&ions 
with ſo great affiduity , that Pavlinus faics, 
that the labor only which hc ro6k in inftru» 
Qing thoſe that were to be baptized, was ſut- 
ficient to employ five Biſhops aſter histeath:, 
He received, withextraordinary ——_ all 

Ces 


' that came to ſpeak with him, without 


ping 4 gard os porter at his gate. He heard 
all, enquired about their affairs ; conforted 
the afflicted, relieued the neceſſitous, and was 
a moſt loving father , and 3 moſt vigilant 
Paſtor to all the city. Althoughhe witlin 
employed himſelf in all works of mercy an 
charity , be would not intermedlc in making 
of marriages , nor counſel any one togo to 
the warrs ,nor would he cat ont of his own 
houſe : and that which be did in this paiathe 
counſelled the fame to Saint Augut 
Ambroſe excelled in all vertucs, and was A 
pattern of holy Prelates , and mijror of ſan- 
Qity : and he had leſs to do in this point after 
that he was a Biſhop, becauſe be had been 
(as we hauc faid ) all his life very vertuous 
and temperate. He faſted very often, agg ſcar- 
ce cuer catany thing before night Wcept 
vpon Saturdays, and ſundays, and the folemn 
feaſts of ſome martyrs. And beirig towardsall 
moſt courteous and ſweet , towaids himſclf 
he was rigid, and ſeucre, He was ſo'huwble, 
that although he were held by all for an ora- 
cle of knowledge, and 4 moſt eloquent man, 


| yet , he gave the books which he writ ,to 0- 
thers 


in. Saint. 
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thers to cenſure , and ſubmitted himſelf to 
their judgement : and when they aduertiſed 
him of ſome fault , he gave them thanks for 
it, and hcld it for a ſingular fauor : and ſo 
he fſaies in an epiſtle , writing to Sabinus 
Biſhop of Placentia : Buery one is deceiued 
With bis on Wri tings, andreading them mnany 
things paſs for high conceits ; and as children, 
although deformed , pleaſe their parents : ſo ill 
compoſed Writings delight their authors. And 
in another epiſtle to the ſame , which is the 
cighth : 7 (ſaics he) bold it for & favor , when 
any one that reads my writings , tells me What 
does mot pleaſe bim in them , for even in the 
things which I knovv , I may be deceined: nor 
aoes one ſo narroYly take beed to enery thing, 
and ſome things ſound not ſo Well to others , as 
their author pretends. But becauſc he was yet 
but raw in Eccleſiaſtical and divin matters, 
our Lord ſent him Saint Simplician ,a perſeR 
man , and of known lanGity and learning ; 
who by Order of Saint Damaſus Pope came 
at that time to Milan, and contrafting friend- 
ſbip with Saint Ambroſe , informed him of 
the laudable cuſtoms , and ſacred rites of the 
Roman Church: that by his weans they might 
be eſtabliſhed in Milan , and Monaſterics of 
Religious perſons that aſpired to perfeion , 
might be built-there as there were at Rome: 
and accordingly one was founded in the 
ſuburbs of Milan , of which ( with grcat 
praiſe ) Saint Auguſtin makes mention ;and 
Saint Ambroſe cuer held Simplician for his 
ſpiritual Father, and Maſtcr. He. was ſo mer- 
Cifull, and liberal to the poor, that to relicue 
them, ,and to redeem captives , he ſold the 
rich and facrcd vtepfils of the Church; which 
Saint Auguſtin much praiſed , and afterwards 
iitated., And the ſame S. Ambroſe ſaid, that 
the Church had gold, not to keep it , but to diſtri» 
bute it, and to ſpend it wþon the neceſſitys of the 
F007, In his fermons and diſcourſes, whenſo- 
,cuer occaſion was offered , be exhorted yorg 
damzels to conſerve their virginal purity, and 
to conſcciate it to Ieſus Chriſt ,and to take 
him for their ſpouſe, He preached oftentimes 
of this matter, and with litle fruit in Milan: 
but the vertue of his words went forth out 
.of that city, and the odour and fragrancy of 
ſuch beauenly doQrin, drew many pure ſouls, 
and moſt chaſt Uirgins, who came to Milan, 
from Placentia , from Bolonia, yeacuen from 
Africa,to dedicate themſclucs to our Lord:and 
ſo the Saint bimſelf faics :/ome body Will ay : 
thou &-*- preachefF to ws the praiſes of 
Virgins.W bat shall 1 do, Who daily preach thes, 
but profit nothing ? But it is not through my 
fault. Hither come many Virgins to take the 
vel: and T bandling this matter in this place, 
moue thoſe that are ont of it ,andif it muſt be ſo,it 
Would be better that We rhould handle it in ſome 
other place, that Ye may per] ade nou here, Thoſe | 


that donot bear me follow my doffrin, and thoſe. 
that bear me do not follow it.So S.Ambroſe, He 7 


had a great commiſeration of ſinners, and Dicxy. Y 
louingly inuited them to pennance; and when »x, 


any one came to confels his fins, he tenderly 
compaſſionated him beyond meaſure , and 
ſhed ſuch an abundance of tears ,thar he mol. 
lifyed the hearts of thoſe that conftefled to 
him , or diſcouered to himtheir conſcicnces, 
how bard, and obdurate ſocuer they were. He 
endeauored to extirpate certain abuſes and 
ſuperſtitions , which remaincd of Paganiſm, 
and were recciued by the Chriſtians, For 
vpon the firſt day of the yearthe Pagans were 
wont to commit great exceſle in eating and 
drinking , and in Sactilegious Ceremonies; 
and to root out this bad cuſtom, he inſtituted 
in the Church, that the faithfull ſhould faſt 
vpon that day , and that the feaſt of the moſt 
holy circumcifion ſhould be celebrated, He 
alſo took away the banquets which were 
wont to be made in the Church vpon the 
tcſtivitys of the more famous Martyrs, For al- 
though at the beginning they were jntrody- 
ccd to exerciſe charity , and to giue relief to 
the poor, yet afterwards by litle and litle the 
good cuſtom was peryerted, and they ſeeraed 
now morelike the feaſtsof Pagans, thenChri» 
ſtian refetions. Bui in nothing was he more 
careſu]l, then in endeauoring that the Clergy 
ſhould ſhine in all vertue, eſpecially in moe 
deſty and liberality to the poor : and that 
the Catholick Clergy might be as different in 
their manner and bchauiour, as they werein 
their doQtrin from the Artians: well vnder- 
ſtanding of what importance it is toall the 
commonwealth , that the miniſters ofGod be 
the fiſt in good works, and moue the reſt 
by their example, For this cauſc when any 
holy Piicſt died, he wept moſt bitterly , and 
gauc two reaſons why he did ſo. The one, 
that he died before him : the other the dame 
wage the Church recciued hereby , for that 
holy men, and ſuch as were worthy fo hig 
a dignity were rare to be found. Andfor this 
cauſc he was very vigilant in ſeeking out 
perſons of eminent vertue , and knowledge, 
to be made Biſhops. And out of this-zeal be 
procured that aſter the death of Saint Phila 
ſtrius Biſhop of Breſcia , Saint Gaudentius 
ſhould ſuccced him , although much Jl 
his will : he- inſtructed allo Saint Vigilus 
Biſhop of Trent ( who was afterwards 3 
Martyr ) what he wasto do to be 4 worthy 
miniſter of God : and writ an epiſtle tohim, 
oiving him the model of 4 holy & true Prelate: 
he having alwaics an ardent zcal ofthe glory 
of Lord,, and of the good , not only of his 
own Church, but alſo of others. 
After that Saint Ambroſe had gouerned 
his Church ſome years, he was conſtrained to 


00 to Rome, In this journey it is ſaid, thati 
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yery rare and ſtrange caſe happened to him. 
He came to the Inn of 4 rich man , who a- 


"My 0:c- bounded in all the goods which the ignorant 


bER, 


'4R- vulgar calls goods of fortune. The Saint as- 


ked bim bow things went with him, and 
what children , and goods he had? and he 
with great joy began to reckon vp all his 
proſperity. For he hadperfef health, and had 
never been fick, with ſuch a rare cours of 
happines, that he had never experienced in 
any thing any croſs, grief, or bicternes. When 
the holy Prelate heargltbis,cemembring thoſe 
words of Job , ſpeaking of fingers : They paſs 
their daies 1th content , andin 4 moment they 
deſcend to bel}: moued by God he roſe vp, 
and (aid to his companions : Let ws preſently 
be gon hence, that the anger of God , Which 13 
coming pon this houſe , may not take vs in it. 
In all haite he went forth, and baving gon 
alit'e way , the carth opened and ſwallowed 
yp the houſc , and all that were in it. And in 
that place was madea pool , which remained 
afterwards in memory of ſo rare and remar- 
kable an accident, which teaches vs alſo, that 
the happines of 4 wicked man is a ſecret ſcour- 
p* of God , and how litle confidence is to be 
ad inthe proſperity ofthoſe who tothe blind 
world ſeem happy. Saint Ambroſe returned 
from Rometo Milan,and had greatdifficultys, 
and conteſts with the Arians , who were very 
numerous :although in the beginning by the 
fayor of the Emperor Valentinian ( who was 
aCatholick Prince, and bore ſuch'a reſpe to 
Saint Ambroſe,that he told him,that he ſhould 
admoniſh him ,and reprehend hiny, aud as a 
ſpiritual Phyfitian cure his ſoul, as the law 
of God commanded) the Artians were more 
quiet : and allo in the time of the Emperor 
Gratian, ſon to Valcntinian, who ſucceeded 
his father,For Gratian wasa moſt pious Prin» 
ce, and much deuotcd to Saint Ambroſe,and 
reverenced him as 4 Father, and by his prai- 
ers he obtained great vifories ouer the Bate 
barians :and Jearnt of hica that viRories are 
gotten more by piety, and vertue of the faith, 
then by force and military preparations. But 
Valentinian his brother being alſo Emperor, 
anda child, and ſon toIuſtina an Arrian, who 
had been wite to Ualentinian his Father, the 
Artians confiding in the fauor and power of 
Iuſtina (who as mother of the Emperor could 
do much,and very paſſionately defired to pro- 
ic, and propagate her fals religion) took 
greatſpirits,and rcſolued to trample vpon the 
holy Paclate Ambroſe, that ſuch a valiant 
Captain'being oucrcomethe reſt might yeeld 
themſclues vp , and they remain maſters of 
the field, To this purpoſe the Biſhop of Sirau- 
ur ( which was the Metropolis of the pro- 
vince of Sclauonia ) being dead, they cndea- 
uored to get one cttheir ſe@to be choſen in 


Lis place, But , becauſe it was 2 bulines of | 


Tom. 2. 


= importance , Saint Ambroſe went to 


himſclfto Iuſtina , and to all the Arrians,and 
departed not thence , yntill that Anemius a 
| Catholick man, and of approucd vertuc, was 
choſen Biſhop. There happencd here 4 thing 
worthy to berecounted, that we may vnder- 
ſtand the zeal of Saint Ambroſe, and the im« 
pudence of hercticks , and the puniſhment 
which God ſends thoſe that dare to affrone 
his Saints. Saint Ambroſe was preaching one 
day in 4 high place, and exhorting the people 
with great feryor to chooſea Catholick and 
one worthy of that chair for- Biſhop. Many 
Arrians heard him , men, and women , and 
amongſt them 4 certain damzel more impu- 
dent then' the reſt, torgetting all Virginal 
-moJeſty , went vp to the pulpit, and with 3 
troubled, and fierce countenance , laid hold 
of the garments of the holy Prelate , and be- 
gan to pull him with all her force , to make 
him fall down amongſt the other Arrian wo» 
men, that they might affront, andabule him. 
The Saint turned himſelf towards her , and 
calmly ſaid vnto her : «Although F be wnwor- 
thy the Order of Prieſthood ,it does not beſeem 
thee , nor thy eftate to lay hands pon any Prieſt 
Whatſoeuer : and therefore thou oughteſt to fear 
the FTudgement of God: taks beed that ſome dis 
[after do not befall thee for this thy boldnes. 
Saint Ambroſe ſaid theſe words, and God our 
Lord there before them all chaſtized ber ,ſud- 
denly —_— life from her. And the Saint 
to repay with ſweetnes , and an office of cha» 
rity the affront which the. vabappy woman 
had done him ,the next day accompanied her 
to her graue. Two Arrian Biſhops , called 
Claudian,and Secundian,fcigning,themſelues 
to be Catholicks , importuned the-Etnperor 
Gratian, that he would command a General 
Council to be aſſembled tg treat matters of 
faith.Saint Ambroſe oppoſed it, and procured 
that at Aquilcia was gathered 4 Council of 
ſuch Weſtern Biſhops as would come, and. 
Ambroſe was preſcant atit: and with his great 
courage ,lcarning and authority , ſuppreſled, 
and confounded the hereticks, and taughtall 
that Pricſts ought to be judges of the Laity, 
and not the Laity of Prieſts. Another time two 
Gentlemen of the chamber of the Emperoe 
Gratian, who in their hearts were Arrians , 
and to pleaſe their Prince made a ſhew to be 
Catholicks : to ſcoff at S, Ambroſe, intreated 
him to declare vnto then the myſtery of the 
cternal word. The Saint promiſed to do it 
in the Church , and affigncd them the day 
following: and to falfill his promiſe, he went 
to the Church , whither flocked a great mul» 
titude of people for to hear him. He exſpeRed 


who had demanded of him the declaration of 


t:at queſtion ; but they waking litle account 


3 good while the coming of thoſe Gentlemen, | 
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of the Saint, went into the field to ride their | 
horſes , but they voluckily fell oft them , and 
were ſo bruiſed; that they there ended their 
Jives, Gratian had'a ſeruant , whom he much 
fauorcd , called Mgcedonius , who , Saint 
Ambroſe going to his houſe to intreat him 
in the bebalf of 4 poor miſerable man com: 
manded the doors to be (hut againſt him. 
Whereupon the Saint with 4 Prophetical ſpi- 
rit, ſaid vnto him : /7bow shatt "alſo one An» 
come to the Church , and finding the doons 
open thalt nos be able to enter 4n:: and fo it 
happencd A litle atter, for the tyzxant Maximus 
ſeckivg him toi kill bim, Macedonivs fled to: 
the- Church, and. the doors. being open , he 
copld not find the way in,andſo tell into the 
hands of his enemies. Theſe-and ſuch like en», 
cQutaters bad Saint Ambrote with the Arrians: 
whilſt the Emperar Gratian liucd ; but by his 
death hereſy gotgreat force, and that flame. 
incicaſed by the power of Juſtina , who blo- 
wed the coals, They endeaugred to: wake 3. 
Biſhop of their own 1e& , to-oppoſe him to 
Saint Ambroſe,ard they named one, a-Scy+ 
thian by nation, who was alſo called Auxen- 
ting, as was the-predecefior.of Saint Ambroſe, 
abd br was. very like. him in wickednes. But: 
becauſe this name. of. Auxeatius: was odious 
inthe city , be difſctubled bis true name,and 
called bimſcit:Mercarinus. This fals Biſbop, 
and new Auxcritiusproucked Saint Ambroſe 
toigiſpute publickly-of the-faith |, taking for 
judges and arbitrators ſecular .inen and Pa- 
gant» The Saint would not acceptof the chal- 
lenge:; not that he was vnwilling to diſpute, 
but fbr that it wasa new.thibg , and vnwor-: 
thy'the Mejcfty &f the Church , that ſeculars 
ſhould be judges: of Eccleſiaſtica), and Pagans 
of ſacreU:matters.;and bow much ſocuer Va» 
leptinian , being: a-youth , and'deteiued by: 
his heretical mothgp,endcauored to make him 
diſpute, be was ncucr able to overcome the 
tout and cenfiant breaſt of the holy Prelate: 
alleadgipg tbe ancient cuſtom ofthe Church, 
and that Prieſts ought to judge Emperors , 
ahd'inot Ewpcrors Prieſts. As-litle could he 
Obtain of Saint Ambroſe to give a Chutch in 
Milan to the Arrians, whetein to celebrate 
their ſacrilegious rites , and ceremonies : and 
Calligonus great Chamberlain to Valentini- 
an ſaying vnto hinr : Whil/#F am aline, dareſt 
thox to contemn Valeatinian? 1 will cut off thy 
Lead , the Saint anſwered ( as himſelf relates) 
Goa permit thee to accomplish what thon thre- 
atneſt me. For T hall ſuffer that Which 4 Bi- 
sbop ought to ſuffer , and thou shalt do an at? 
Yorthy of thyſelf : F do not fear thy threats. For 
thog canſt kill the body , but thou canſt not kill 
the ſoul. Thou maiſt depriue me of my life , but 
not of my ment : the ſoul being reſerned to'God 
alone, and not to any earthly poer. Doe# thou 
Pink, that thow doeſt me harm ? No , rather | 


thou doeſt me 4 great benefit, taking avay from 


me 4 temporal life , that 4 bleſſed and an eter. 


nal may ſucceed, F leſeech God , that ail th 


ences of the Church might lecue perſecutins 
ber,and leuel all their shofts at me, and quench 


' their thirſt with my Hood. Thele are the words 


ol Saint Awbrole. But when luſtina ſaw that 
all her labor. was jn vain, andthatthe name 
and avthority of the Emperor her ſon, was 
not ſufficient to :ouercome Saint Ambroſe , 
and that whilſt he fiaied jn Milan , her fals 
Religion could make go progreſs , pining 
away With grict rage , and tury,ſhe refolued 
to caſt hiny out of the city, andto baniſh him 


.to-lome place, where he could: not be ableto 
appole here 4nd becauſe this was very hard 


to be done, by reaſon of the great love which 
all. the -people: boze him , and the care , and 
aſhſtance,with which they guarced their Pre- 
late, ſhe promiſed great rewards to thoſe that 
by whatlocues way or ait ſhould ſerve herein, 
and bring about her deſign. There was found 
one called Euthymius, more bold then the 
1eſt., who oneday cauſed 4 coach tobe put 
ind houſe neer the-Chutch,to take the Biſhop 
at vnawares as he came forth of the Church, 
-and to Carry him into baniſhment, before the 
'people could be able to reſcue: him, But'it 
did not ſucceed as he had projected, for God 
guarded the Saint : and Euthymius the year 
tollowipg , for an offence which he commits 
ted , was baniſhed out of Milan; and cartied 
into baniſtmrnr in the ſame coach which he 
bad preparedto carry away 'Saint Ambtole, 
like another Aman, who died vpon the 'gib- 
bet which he had prepared 'for Mardocheus. 
All this was to caſt oyl ypon the fire, and to 
inflame the ſury of luſtina, & of the hetcticks 
the more againſt the holy Pxelate,andagaidſt 
the Catholicks:, who were perpetually yponl 
the watch, ready-to dy for him. To giue the 
people ſome comfort, the Saint ordained, that 
the Pſalms , and Hymns ſhould be ſungat 
Milan ,asthe cuſlom was in the Eaſtern Chut+ 
ches,and he augmented their Vigils, and ſafis 
to appeas our Lord, and to artmhisſoldiert 
by his patronage : and wbcordlagly they 
bad it from heaven by the bodies of the glo- 
rious Martyrs Saint Gervaſe , and Protaſc, 
which at that timie were diſcouered by 4 16 
uelation that Saint Ambroſe had. And God 
wrought ſo many , and ſo great miracles 
through the interceſſion of theſe Saints, iN 
confirmation of the ſaith which S. Ambrolc 
preached, andin prais,of the moſt holy, apd 
yndivided Trinity, which the Arrians 1mpvg” 
ned , that conuinced and confounded they 
abated ſomewhat of their fury, although the) 
amended not themſelues for it. Devils went 
out of the bodys which they tormented, hows 
ling , and covſeſſing that they were tormens 


; _ and cuen by Saint 
ted by the holy Martyrs col 


0 Decty. 


bER, 


, 
— . 


ob WW 0 0 WD WO _ COW = Wane 


Ons » T7 = 


es 


6 opke 
Jo 
Jece* 


J 83E Re 


Saint Ambroſe Bishop, and Door. 


Ambroſe himſclf , as Saint Auguſtin writes, 
beſeeching bim that he would let them alone, 
and parcon them. But all this ſufficed notto 
conucit the hereticks A but they drowned an 
Artian of their 'own ſe& , into whom the 
devil bad centred, becauſe he cryed out with 4 


lowd voice, that in that manner they were to- | 


be tormented who did not belicue the voity 
of the woſt holy Trinity which S. Ambroſe 
taught. The truth is that one of the chiet 
of that [c@ , anda moſt acute, and ſubtil dif- 
putant, Was conuerted to the Catholick faith. 
For beipg in the Church , he ſaw an Angel 
at the car of Saint Ambroſe, as it were fug- 
oeſting vato him the words which he was to 
ipcak to the people. The diuils forced by the 
power of God, confeſſed the Catholick verity, 
and the hereticks making bad vie of the li- 
berty which God gaue them , denicd , blaf- 
phemed , and perſccurcd it. Andthe more our 
Lord with greater clarity and glory manifeſt- 
ed the veriu ot his ſervant Saint Ambroſe,and 
with miracics and prodigies confirmed this 
do@rin , the more they ſbut their cyecs , that 
they might not.ſee the light., and hated the 
malter who went about to illuminate them 
with it: ſcing then that all their arts, and in+ 
uventions auailed them nothing , they reſolued 
to cauſc bis death, who with ſo-great induſtry 


endeauored.; to (give) them life. They: ſent A , 


wicked, and defperate fellow to kill the boly 
Pcelate in_ his: houſe; The man:entred, armed 


 withiron:;andtury : and-Saint Ambioſe (as 


we haue-faid ) bauing no guard , nor porter; 

aſſed to the place where the Saint was, and 
lifted vp his band to Rtrike him with hisnas 
ked (word. But what can human rage and 
wadnes.do:againit the power of God ? And 
who can hurt him whom God defends, and 

uards ? The arm of the miſerable man was 

caummed , his right hand with which he 
was about to diſcharge the blow withered, 
he began to tremble, and to change colours, 
and aſtonied, and as it were out of himſelf, 
be fell at S. Ambroſe his feet asked and obtai- 
ned pardon;together with peric& health, But 
this miracle was not ſufficient to giue vnder- 
Nanding to the hereticks , and fight to the 
blind . nor toſoften the hearts of thoſe that 
were hacgened , and obſtinate, but on the 
contrary they ſought out new inventions to 
fight againſt God, and againſt his Saint. And 
becauſe all human arts which hitherto they 
had vſed, had not auailedthem , they conuer- 
ted themſelues to diabolical, endeauoring by 
the help of the devils to obtain that , which 
they bad not been able to effec by other mc- 
ans, To this purpoſe they dealt with a Sor- 
cerer', and great Necromancer , called 7n#0« 
cent , by bis magical art to diſſolve that rare 
amity and good aftc@ion, which was betwixt 


| ween the Paſtor and his flock : that ſo that 
knot of loue being looſed, and the gard which 
all the city had ouer their holy Prelate being x IP 


2 


, 


taken away, they might more eafily be able 
to compals their wicked defigns vpon-bim. 


{ Janocent the Magician did his office : one 


þ 


night he got vpon the.top of the houle of S. 
Ambroſe , called vp the wickcd ſpirits, they 
came at his command, he ordained them what 
they were to do., they went about to execute 
it, but were not able. He returned again,and 
with ſtronger witchcrafts and enchantments 
viged them , and commanded them to kijl;S. 
Ambrole ; but he being garded. bythe hand 
of God , and enuironed with Angels in his 
defence , they were notable got only tocame 
neer his perſon, butnot even thethreſbold af 
bis door : as the necromancer himſelf, aker 
the death of the Emperor luſtina, confefled, 
being taken , and put tothe rack for another 
crime which he had commuted, not being 
able to do atherwiſe , for that the Angels 
Guardian of Saint Ambroſe commanded him, 
and forced him to declare it. 

It is a hard thing to fight againſt God,and 
to kick againſt the ſpur, Iuſtina thought that 
by her impicty, and womaaith fury , and by 
the arms ; and. power of her ſon Valcntinian. 
ſhe ſhould beablc to contraſtwith God, and 
to throw:down the inexpugnable wall ofthe 
Catholick faith: but whenſhe leaſt throught 
of it, Cad raiſed againſt her, and againſt her 
fon'the tyrant «Maximus who bad cauſed 
the Emperor. Gratian to! he treacherouſlly 
killed. Whp 10: waſh away the ain of the 
innocent-blopd which be had ſhed , and to 
ſhew hicmfelfaCatholick Prince, and.zealous 
of the peace: and vnion of the Church ; wric 
to the of Ualcntinian, exhortiag bia 
to take caze of the Catholick taith , and to 
defend it, as the Emperor Valentinianhis fa« 
ther had don , and threatning* him, if he did 
not, that he would make 3 cruel war'ypon 
him : ſeeking by this occaſion & colour to do 
ſo, and ſeruing himſclf of Religion for his de- 
figns , as Politicians are wont do. And indeed 
at the ſame time he gathered a powertall ar- 
my to pals the Alpes, to the great aſtoniſh- 
ment, and tcrror of all Italy , and of the poor 
yong and deceived Emperor Valentinian,and 
of Iuſtina his mother , who ſaw themſclues 
in ſuch ſtraits ,that to ſtop and detain Maxi- 
mus , they reſolued toſend him an Embaſſy : 
and taking no notice of all the other conft- 
derablc perſons, and Princes of their Empire, 
they caſt their cyes vpon Saint Ambroſe,and 
with great importunity intreated him that he 
would take that labor , and goto the city of 
Trevers, where Maximus was ( to whom he 
had been tormerly ſent after the death of 
Gratian, and was well known and eſteemed 


Saint Ambioſc and the people of Milan, bet- | by him) to eſtabliſh a peace betwixt thew, 


and 
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and to demand of him the body of the Em- 
peror Gratian tocnterre it. The holy Biſhop, 


Decsu- forgetting all the injuries which they had don 
*k&Aa, him, and remembring the clemency of our 


Lord-, and having cowpaſſion of Italy , he 
condeſcended to their inticatics , and went 
to Maximus, and ſpoke with him : and alth- 
ough at this time he was diſcourteouſly trea» 
ted by him , he vaderſtood his deſigns, and 
that vnder the name of peace , he intended 
to make war, and to deceive Valentinian : 
and accordingly he aduiſed him of it , and to 
beware of «Maximus , and more to regard bis 
ban , then bis words. Valentinian would not 
take watning , but ſent another ambaſlador, 
to wit Dominus; thinking by intreatics and 
ſubmiſſions to obtain peace; Maximus gaue 
good words to the new ambaſſador, who re» 
turned into Italy very well ſatisfied, thinking 
that be had concluded a peace : but Maximus 


ſoon followed him with his army, and vnex- 


ſpeedily paſled the Alpes , and ſo vpon the 
ſudden cntred into Italy., that Valentinian 
and Ivſtina were hardly able to eſcape , and 
to fly into the Eaſt : that Theodofhus who 
goucrned there : and was Colleague in the 
Empire, might protet them and deliver them 
out of the hands of Maximus , as afterwards 
he did. They were greatly terrified in Milan 
at the coming of Maximus his army , andall 


rouc who ſhould quit the city firſt , and | 


fave themſclues by flight. The holy Prelate 
ſpoke tothem, and exhorted them to do pen- 


'pance , teaching them how that was the beſt 


-remedy, and moſt ſecure gard they could find. 
Why (faies he) doeſt thou fly thy countrey? if 
#bow defireſt to be /afe ,fly thy fins. Ceaſe toſin, 
and the enemy is ouercome. But after that Ma- 
ximus with his army had deſtroyed that rich 
pait of Italy , and ruined many citics, waſted 
the fields, and made bimſelfLord of all , ſeing 
that there was nonetorcliſt him, he mitigated 
his tury and began to gain the good will of 
the people by fauors, and to. let them know 
that he came not ſo armed to vſurp the Ems» 
pire,but to conſerue the Catholick faith pure, 
and entire; ſeeking to couer his tyranny with 
the cloke of Religion, By this Saint Ambroſe 


Was 1oore quiet, and bad lefs todo with the 


Artian hereticks. But the Catholick faith was 
much more confarmed, and eſtabliſhed after 
that the Emperor Theodofius overcame, and 
killed Maximus. For although as apious,and 
moſt modeſt man , he would not take the 
Weſtern Empire for himſelf, but reſtored it 
to Valentinian ; yetalwaics he was with very 
great authority, and as it were the tather of 
the lame Emperor Valentinian : who, his mo- 
ther Iuitina being now dead, reuerenced, and 
oeycd S, Ambroſe, Whilſt Theodofius was 
in Milan , he extiemely fauored the Catho- 
licks, and perſecuted the Arrians, and Saint 


| Ambroſc triumphed over them, the Catho. 
lick Religion ouer hereſy , truth over fals. 
hood. 
| ButifArrian hereticks failed there wanted 
| not other monſters , which at that very time 
came out of hell , with new errors to diſturb 
the peace and tranquillity of the Church,For 
Toxinian 4 Monk, and others, who had been 
in that Monaſtery (which we ſaid, Awiroſe 
built in Milan ) who vnder the mask of fa. 
{ting and pennance covered their wickegnes 
apoſtatizing from Monaſtical inſtitution, and 
from the Catholick faith, began to teach new 
doQrins , andto infec the ſouls of thoſe that 
belicued thew,of whom Saint Ambroſe faies 
theſe words : Theſe were With ws, bnt they ere 
not of ws : they faſted , were shut vþ in the 
eAlonaſtery , the) had not liberty to gue thru- 
ſelnes to dizhoneſs delights , nor to pratlings 
and contentions ; and being delicate they could 
not endure this kind of life. They went out of 
the Monaſtery , would baus returned bath 6 
gain, but Were not admitte1; for I bad bear 
many things fit to be correled, and bauing aq 
monizhed them, they did not amend them. And 
for this going as it Were out of themſelues , they 
began to poure out the poiſon they. were full of, 
and tobe an incentize to 8 vices. Thus Saint 
Ambroſe. Who did fo perſecute Iovinian and 
his companions,that he caſt them out of Mi- 
lan; and all that territory : but they were ſo 
impudent thatthey went to Rome ,thinking 
 to' be able by their hypocriſy to deceive the 
 faithfull: but by the diligence of Pammackivs 
'a very noble man, and a great friend of Saint 
| Hierom , $/1icius Pope aflembling the Clergy 
' of Rome condemned them , and the dotrin 
which they taught : and Saint Hicrom himſelf 
writ two very learned books againſt it, and 
the Emperor Honorius , ſon to Theodoſius, 
baniſhed Ioginian into a defert Hand, Saint 
Ambroſe alſo had much trouble in the time 
of the two brothers Emperors, Gratian , and 
Ualentinian, in reſiſting many of the Roman 
Senators(of whom Symmachus was the head) 
who went about to reſtabliſh in Rome the 
adoration of their Gods , and the ſtipends 
which were wont to be giuen to theirPricits 
and miniſters : and fent ambaſſadors to the 
Empcrossto obtain it ,to whom $, Ambroſe 
oppoſed himſelf, and perſwaded the ſameEm- 
perors not to grant it : and anſwered molt 
grauely , and learnedly all the fals reaſons 
which the Pagans alleadged to the contrary. 
Butto return to that which we were ſaying 
ot Theodoſius, after that fignal vitory which 
he gained of the tyrant Maximus , and his 


| army ; thoſe that had followed the taftion of 


Maximus, ſeared they ſhould now be puni- 
ſhed ; and full of fear and trembling, they bc- 
ſought Saint Ambroſe , that he would beg 


their pardon of the Emperor : and the holy 
Biſhop 
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i _ ek did it'with-ſo great piety-and cflicacy,. 


\. bar be obtained of the-Emperor ail that he, 
defired ,and. pvniſhipg only thiee,, that were 
* the chich,. be pardoned. the whole army of 
Maxiqus ang; zogk care that his daughters, 
ang þis mother wmight not (utfer, fendiog t them 


whatwasineceflary.:giving Prices an exame 


pls-pf; clemengy. and overcoming, Viaory zt.. 
tes by gigipg lite to:them,trom whom it bad. 
gin: big poOWer/to take it away; andall this 

bythe coun apdigticnce fig pt.Saint Ame, 
$4 Although. he had his cogguaters. with; 
the: lame E.gp&Igt , jo. which bis, hard to, 
fay., whether.is qxoreito be. ed, the res: 
ligiaus humility-.,aod obedigpice.: of T heodos, 
fus;;0r the valon,, and cobſtagcy.of. the holy. 
Bibop in. defending the altar: of abg: 
Church, For gez3aia, Monks aying by the, 
ivfigation.oftbeic Biſbaps,,, IN 45909890, | 
gue: of the lews.,4n 4 town, | Callinicus,, 
is the Eaſtern <quntreys , aridtbe Iews, griet: 
ugyſly cowplaming,and greatly, importgning, f 
that the. authors. of that, fire. gught, be punis, | 
ſked ;;the. Emperor | commanded that they. 
ſhould attheisown coſt iepairthe Synagogues 
Sint Awbr ls; xard of, it , And writ 4 letter 
t9.Theodofys gin, which he belaright] him, to 


recall that c9 d, and in.jit ſpeaks, thys 
þ to.him-; { Po you #9 hear th. pence 
1/00 ,{4? bhe RN (408 0M 
he r.mwe F; «ball be, #5 litle: Wgrkby vg Jar 
gfe {07 Y*H oa 4149, 9m, ao ew recom, 
Jour neg 17 44.944 208 

bear, bigs \F6 T0 3bn at. be 1heuld 
APerd for Tk "i ty bigp Tobe 

Pry EY e ©, "ſe. | 
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e conſe of othery. ? Dogou not 

gout "= i arc that Shih follovs 

__ that. , ing, me onWvorthy 1 to be beard 
£71 


u « 20% declare. that F am .1 
Wed rd fot 204? But; it neither becomes an Em- 
to deny liberty, of ſpeaking, nor & Prieſt 
Ax th ſpeak. Yhat be thinks. 0 S> Ambrole, 
althoug h, he did not by this Epiſtle win 
ow yet aſterwards ecaking with 
Jin 45 wich, he obtained of him what 
b red , and. freed the Bilbops. and the 
$ ; fromahe mul& and puniſhment which 
ent feared and fr from the anxiety in which 
they. were, ——__ 
ut much more difficult, and otorious for 
Line Ambroſe, andfor Theodohus, was that 
which happened, when the Emperor would 
have cntied into the' Church ,and the holy 
Biſbop ſhut the, door againſt him ,the which 
ety it be a thirig ſo well known , arid ſo 
commemorated, and praiſcd by ſo many , and 
ſuch graye wyiters , yet becauſe it is very 
xcmatkable , and worthy - the imitation ot 
all.Ctiſtan' Princes , | will here relate it 
in- brief, The citizens of Theſlalonica had 
killed tomultuGuſly a Maſter of the Cawp , 
'T Olde 2» 


| Faſt, there (Carpe voto him, 


miniſter of the Emperor. He much refented 


the many and goed reaſons which S.Ambro- 


ſe gave bim he was pacifiedy But as in the Pa- ; — 


laces of Princes there ate many flatterers,and 
many that kindle the fire ,,and bring wood. 
to it inſtead of.qnenching it; ſo there wanied 
not.in the Courtof Theodoli us miniſters and . 
favorites who. incitcd him. to puniſh that in» 
jury ſeverely, an4tomaintain his reputation: 
and in. fine they petſwaded, him to giue forth 
A.crucl command: by which:in..che ſpace of 
three houres, were killed in, The Mſalonica ſe= 
;uca thouſand. pf xtie people. without, Fegare * 
ding whowere faulty, & who were innocent... 


'Saigt Ambroſe was cxceedi gly afflited, for. 
the, blood; which had been (Bel., add. for tic 
[loye whichhc bore bim whohad commanded, 


ig to. be. fied. And to the engithat be: might. 
 agknowledgr. big fault and do pennance tor 
lo tlnones crime, one day the Emperor co 
| ming to the, Church, the; vadauntcd Prelate, 
' went forth to bim to the daor ., and with, 
grauc words and full of Majeſty, command 
Ment '0 KN vntill he hat acknowledy & 
his. fig , and. don public nce..f 
ſame. The Ewpcror pans (Te AB 
ned back to. his :bouſe , ang.r cmaioed cighe 
months weepin and _ a ko lo great 
reſentment ; an be zagtt the only reading 
ii cauſes great admiration, 30g deuotign. 
Foc Theodoſigs, being 6na | baked Jo in 


fauOrites, Ca lied, Ruſſians, ane Oe 


cauſe of be griet ? and be y ct more loofi 

the reyns to. hist ar$\ anſwered in 6p. 
woids: T bos | __ not my ea), s , 20x my lojſe /ſes, - 
but I lament , i he vail ' my mis/ortune. For 
I conſider bole eafily the poor , and ſeruants can 
enter ihto the Church of God; and pray toowr, 
Lord in it : and that to me the door is shat , 
wot only 0 | the Church but alſo.of heaven -ſeing 
that Chriſt our Lord bas ſaidwunto the Prieſts: 
Whatſoewer you chall bindin.carth, chal be ban 
1n pen] nod Ruff aus ſaying that he woul: 
vadertake to ES Ambroſe to abſolue 
him, Theodofius anſwered: He \vull not do its 
for 1 knov that the ſehtence of «Ambroſe is [0 
juſt, arid reaſonable , that be vill not break the 
lay of God for rape? tothe Imperial power.ln 
fne hauing pafled cjght monthsin ſorrow and 
tears , the Feaſt of our Lords Nativity approa» 
ching , the Emperor came to the doot of the 
Church , not to cnter into it by force , but 
to begg pardon, and mercy of $; Ambroſe : 
who not _— with what intcation he 
came , teprchended him as 2 tyrant, and 4 
breaker of the Eccleſiaſtical laws : but the 
Emperor anſwered him with wonderfull bu- 
mility : 7 vill not break the laws efablithed by 
the Churth , not enter by force intoit : but 1 be= 


| Jeech thee ro wnty me, and to abſolue me from 


Pppepp th: 


it, and would haue puniſhed; them. . but by ; 
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the Churches cenſures , and that thou Woulde#7 | ced him , and obeyed him, and by his counſe} — © 
7. remember the clemency of our Lord , and not | ordained many profitablethings, and ofgreat 5,'* | 
Dxcnu- 1hwt againſt me that door , Which be bas opened | aduantage to the whole Cathotick Church ; Drew. | 
Bam, to all tbeſotbat repent themſelnes of their ſms. | and by his examplethe Emperor Valentinian 
Here Saint Ambrole ſaid vnto lim : But What | became as ſubject and pliant to the will ofthe . 
repentance do 308 thev of ſo enormons & crime? holy Biſhop , after the death of his mother Iy- 
What remedy bawe 30s applied.to ſo great 4 | ſtina, as he had been averſe before through 
wound , and ſo bard to be cured? Jt belongs to | her inducement and perſwaſiotic As isto be - 
90s (replied the Emperor) togive the remedies, | ſeen in the Oration which the fame Saint 
and to me to take them. And baving performed | Ambroſe made, bewailing with many tears 
all that was commanded him by the couragi- | the difaſtrous death of Vatcntinian, cauſed by 
ous Biſbop , and being abſolved by him zthe | his great favorite ; andthe Captain of his are 
moſt faithful! , and moſt glorious Emperor || my Arbogaſtes,at Lions in France, who like 
| *entred intothe Church , and proftrated him- | 4 perfidious traytor made him to' be fmothes 
{lf vpon the ground, and tearing his hair , | red in his bed, to give the'Enipice to his fri- 
and beating his face, and watering the ground cad Evgtvivs, againſt all-reafon; andIuflice. 
with rivers of tears, he began to'aik pardon''| Butour Lord, who though he permits euils, 
of his fins , and to fay thoſe words of the | yet does nor let thew' paſs without puniſh. 
Royal Prophet David ; «My ſoul bas cleanedto | ment, ſcucicly puniſhed thetreaſon of Arbo. 
the pawement : quicken me 6 Lord according t0-| gates, and the tyranny of Evpenius,, Biving 
thy word, This was the conſtancy, and preat-' | the Emperot Theodofius 4 miraculous Vigo- 
nes ofthe ſpirit,not human, but diuin, which | ry againſt them, and making them to dy. mis 
S. Ambroſc had: and this the example which | ſcrably by his hands: Andthe pious Emperor,” 
Theodofius gave of his denotion , and mo- | acknowledging that he had obtained that ſo 
deftly : of whom Saint Augoſtin faics : God | great', and ſo rn_ 2 viſtoty not by his 
Would that the Fanperor Theodefiws sbowld do! | own valor, and induſtry, nor by the ſtrength 
publick, pennance before the people, tothe end | and number of his Soldiers, bar by theptai- 
that We might ol take example to do it ,whin | ers of S, Ambroſe, immediately wiit 4 letter 
is sbould be noceſiary : and that neither the | to him, giuing him notice ofit, and intreating 
poor , wor the rich , neither the tradeſman, | higs that be would give thanks to our Loyd fr 
wor the Gentleman , should be a:bamed , or | that favor, which be had doti'frim ; and:all 
Huh to do that whith the Emperor did. And | Chi n > aind Saint Arnibroſe anſwered 
Saint Ambroſe hinſelf ſaics_ : The Zmperor | bim in apvther letter, in which be ſaics theſe 
Wa; not azhamed of that of Which the poor | words : Thanks br ts God our Lord ,thaths 
are aibamed : and there paſied him not 4 day | bas correfpuaggyd 4 Jour faith atdpicty and bit 
afteryards in which be 4id not brvail that fin. | repreſentel whto vi that ardent form of Santis 
Bur in this ſame'caſe there happened another | ty , and le} ws fee in owr time tharWhich riating 
thing , well wotthy. to be taken notice of, | #bs boly Scripteres cauſe vs to pdiine. Sting 
that the Emperor having centred into the | 1hbt in your bathes the fawor of God hi: been 
Quire to make his offcring, he remaincd in | found /o preſeht, that the tops of the bigh mount 
it to hear holy Maſs :and Saint Ambroſe ſent | #4ins beve not been able to tetard the mano 
to bim to tell him,that that place did not belong | y0ur coming, nor the force of the enemy t pot a 
to bim , but to the Prieſts; for that purple could | flop to your army. For this faworyou defere thit 
make Emperors ,but not Prieſts , and the Eme | 7 sbowld gine thanks to God onr Lond, and! 
ror anſwered with extreme modeſty, that | vill do it moſh williagh , ns knowing Well your 
e shoull not hawc preſumed to bane ftaied in | deſerts. For certainh that Sacrifice it arceptabli | 
that place , bad he nt ſeen it ſo prafliſed in | to God Wbith is offeredin your name: and teſÞs . | 
Conſtantinople : and that be gawe thanks to the | ring this tobe don , bow great dewation andfarh | 
_— or that admonition , and correflion. | doyou shew is it ?Other Empotors , that the 
Which funk ſo deep into his breaſt, that re» | memory of their viffories may remain comment 
turding to Conſtantinople, and entring into | triumphant «Arches , or ſuth like thing: td 
the Church, he would neuer fit inthe Quire | #2ade : but your clemency deſires that ſacrifices, 
of the Prieſts ,notwithſtanding the greatin+ | oblations , and gining of thanks be made, by thi 
treaties of Ne#ariu? Archbiſhop of Conſtan« | bandof the Prieft.F , although wawertly ,and 
tinople , but lighing faid : 7 ſcarce vnderſiood | wafit for ſo great 4 thing , vill tell you what 1 
the d ference bettv1xt an Emperor, and & Bi» | baze don. I cartied your pions letter with meto 
thop, but F bave found out 4 maſier of the | the (Altar : 1 put it won the «Altar, andwhes 
truth: for 7 only acknowledge Birbop «Ambroſe | F came to offer thi (acrifice 1 ro0k i? in my band, 
to be worthy of this name. In fine the Emperor | that your faith might jpeak by my tongse ; and 
Theodoſius from his own great piety and for | the Imperial CaraFers in that oblation might 
the exccllent and admirable vertues of Saint | do the office of the Prieſt. Truly owr Lord Þ4 


Ambrolc , honored him much , and reueren- | :be\ven bim/elf propitions, ary RT the 
the. 61048 
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x 1-- Roman Empire , feng that be bas gizen it ſuch | being invited, wentto the Tranſlation of. 
ex. if 7 4 Pronce; Whole vertue , and/overain authority | Agricola, and taking out his boly body , he ——» 
i 4% 40 the beight of ſo great an Emprre,and of ſo glo- | gathered vp his blood , and the nails .and _ 7 


I ion: 4 triwmphyis accompanied with ſo profound | triumphant croſs on which he dicd : and zich Decen- 


BEK. 


humility ,that he bas onercomethe Emperors in 
valor, and the Prieſts in humility. What baze 
1 more to Wvirh or deſire? You baue all, and'to 
ſay it in one word ,y0u are 4 pious , and 4 moſt 
Clement Emperor : anidyet T defire that you may 


daily increaſe in piety , which 'is the rareſt gift" 


that God gines :to the end that by your clemen - 
(3 , ar the Church of God joyes in the peace and 


tranquillity of thegood, ſo alſo it may rejoice im 


the pardon of the guilty. Pardon thoſe eſpecially 
bo newer off ended before. Hitherto Saint Am- 
broſe : who by his words obtained pardon of 


« Theodoſivs for the guilty, and Theddoftus * 
hicoſelf fell Jownat the feet ofthe Saintcons | 


ſeſimg that he owed bis ſafety to his praicrs' 
and merits, And having commanded his fons: 
cArcalizss, and Honorivsto come from Con-! 
ſtantinople,and received them in the Church | 
of Milan, and committed them'tothe charge 
of Saint Ambroſe , and recommended them 
. vnto Hin that he would look vpon them as 
his childrer: and commanded them to cſtecty, 
and obey him as their father. And having di-" 
vided theEepire,,and given the Eaſt to At- 
. cadive,; and the Weſt to Honotivs, the 'glo- 
rioys Emperor died at Milan', in the year 'of: 
our Lord three hundred norm tema yponthe- 
ſeventeenth of January withrthe great hiine 
ition,and reſentment of all the Empire, and! 
particularly of Saint Ambroſe, who made an' 
orativn' of his great praiſes , and ſhed many 
tears for that as he ſaics in it, wbew Theodoſfins 
var & djing,he war not jo ſolicitowes for bimfelf 
bis own death , or for bit ſons , ar be Was for 
peace andir aniguiliity of the Church. 
A litle after the death of Theodofrus, the 
holy Prelate found the ſacred bodies of the 
holy Martyrs Nazarizs,and Ceiſe: , in 4 gar- 
deri without the walls of the city, and tranſla-' 
tedtheta with great ſolemnity to the Church 
of the Apoſtles , and God wrought many' 
and great miracles by them. Among others, 
many poſſcfled by the devil were : ind 
when the deuil in one of them cryed out, and 
faid, that Saint eAmbroſe grienonſly tormented 
bim, thee ſaint anſwered : Hold hy peace, Wic- 
ked ſpirit , for «Ambroſe does not torment thee, 
but the faith of the Saints, and thy own enny; 
becauſe thou ſeeſt men aſcent to that place when: 
ce thou didft fall : thy Yords sball not make Am- 
troſe proud. He was alſo preſent before at Bo- 
lonia at the Tranſlation of the holy Martyr 
Azricola,who after his ſeruant Vitalis had been 
twartyred /put ypon a Crols, and nailed with 
many nails , obtained the crown of Martyr- 
dom, and was buned with his ſeruant inthe 
burying place of the Iews. But afterwards 
theu bodies were found , and Saint Ambroſe 


= 


with the pretious treaſure of thoſe Relicks, he 
, went to Florence , and placed them vnder 4 
certain Church , which a pious and noble , 
matron , called Jukans, had built vnder the 
name of $, Laurence: although the people cal» 
led it tbe Ambrofian Churth , becauſe S. Am: 
broſe dedicated it. Who bring evercmployed 


in ſuch high things , and fomuch te to 
Gods ſeruice', and ſp ehroughour the 
world , like a fun, the br of his ploci- 


ous vertues, and the. raics of his celeſtial do- 
arin , and oucrthrowing 7% Tos terrifying 


tyrants, and inſtru& | bumbling the 
Princes of the carth, and fighting like 4 vali- 
ant Soldicr the battels le our Lord , bcing 


now Gefirous to go out of the priſon of bis 
body, he' vnderſtood that the time of bio glory 
and retribution vas at bitha: and accordingly 
he told his familiar trietids, that be Jhowld bt 
Wh ther wntill rbe ane 314 hut no longer, 
wing ery one thathe fell ſick in bed,win- 
ting Ypon the 43. Pſalm, and difating to 
Pavlinus (who was bis ſectetary and he who 
relates this all on the 4 flawe of fire 
couered the head of the Saiiie, arid entted into 
his mouth ,/ and his countenance ci 
atid becacoe at whiteaz ſhow although 3 lidl 
after bs returned to his wodted look , but 
conld not mike an end of the expoſition .of 
that Plalms For _—_— he fell ill of that 
ſicknes of which he died( although it laſted 
ſoine —_ ) to the great andextravedi-: 
vary griet/ and ofall the city and 
ot prudent wen , who feared forme preat ta- 
CS Ion 
od DE away ,W mo 
and meritsdid ſuſtain it.For this teaſon Coant?-- 


aids, Ohats General, and4 yery great 
fauorite of the Eazperor Honoriue , ſchit cer= 
tain Gentlemen his friendsto the Saineto in« 
treat hirki \tbat (cing that it vas in bis pilver, 
that be Wonld obtain of God to deferr bis death, 
that the exilr Wobich thiy ſeared, might not toge+ 
ther vith it come pon them. And they doing 
their office , atid importuning the Saint , he 
atiſwercd them in thoſe words which Saiat 
Auguſtin ſo highly praiſes :F bawe #0t ſo ied 
amongſt you , that 1 shames to line , nor 
aim 1 afraid to ty , fa bave 2 good Lord. 
There were certain DeNons , and; familiar 
fiiends of Saint Ambroſe, in remoter corner 
of his chamber, diſcourſing ſecretly amongſt 
themſelues , who was to Raced bim ia the 
Biſhoprick, and witha low voice they named 
S. Simplician : and the Prieſt of God as if he 
had heard them, approving what they ſaid, 
with i lowd voice faid three times: Senex , 


ſed bonus ; He is an old man, but good : and 
{5 he 
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"7, aſliſted.the Saint in this his ficknes;and one 
Decen- time praying with him, be ſaw our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt who came{to viſit him,,and cheriſhed. | tomwand thatlactilege bad been c 


BER, 
him with a gracious and ſweet countenance. ,| 


| Petor celebrated, Certain Leopards were let 
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ſo he ſucceeded him.S,BaſſianBiſhop of Todi 


VponEaſter Eve about nightS. Ambroſe prays. 


| ruce ſoldiers , and violaters of the 


and tore them there in peeces without doin 


ing) filence with his. arms ſtretched forth, | tiytgd himſel(to hisceaſure, anddidthe Pen 


© 
ome 
a 
fp 
NT, 
—_ 
— 
£2 
= 
= 
© 
Y 
— 
i 
ND 
my 
£3 
5 
Q. 
.O- 
— 
[,) 
2D. 
b_ 
B 
"'O- 
— 
2 
F 


Fn © 4 + 


of quality, a woman, that was ſick'of the pal-  Nopara ; and ipigading not to Ray in that 


oy: the: devil; and S.. Ambroſe ied bim-: 


rounded by the Clef; and Saint Ambroſe 
was hard by , praying, and lamenting the 
litle reipe& which was had to the .Church. 
The folgiers (who were Arrians) very jocund 
wept torthwith to certain teaſts or ſports , 
called the Circenſian Sports , which the Em- 


looſe for the recreation of the people : who 


| ICii,,the horſe on;which be wasg) ding, op- 


4+; 


invocated him , and begged his |fauor. $aia? 
Zenobius Biſbop ot Florence , and a great 
friend of Saint Ambioſe (as himſelf related ta 
Paulinus , wbo writ it) oftentimes ſaw bim 
praying , after his death. And when Radage- 
fins King of the Goths , beſieged the city of 
Florence , with an army of two hundred 
thouſand men , Saint Ambroſe appeared to 
thoſe within, and aſſiſted them, and ſauedthe 
| city ,and all thoſe Barbarians periſhed. The 
ike bappened in Attica to «Maſxerel ,Cap* 


leauipg all the reſt, tell furiouſly vpon the 


tain of the Emperor Honorius. making war 


again 
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Pcex* commending himſelf to Saint Ambroſe, who 
3: yas dead 2 litle before,the Saint appeared to 
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2pairiſt his own brother Gildoz, who had res | 


bclled againſt the Emperor. For Maſzecel re- 


bim-, and animated him , and tavght him how 
he was to overcome, In ſuch forte , that with 
fue thouſand loldiers he routed, according to 
Paul Orofvs , ſixty thoufand : and according 
to Pay] the Deacon, ephty thouſand; Qur 
Lord wrought many other miracles by Saint 
Ambroſe: and vpon the day that they buried 
him ( which was the moſt ſacred day of 
our Lords RefurreRion) in the Ambrofian 
Chuich , with innumerable concours of peoe 
ple ,not only of Chriſtians , butalſo of lewes 


| and Pagans, the deuils howled , and with | 


bideous outcryes ſaid , that they Were tormen+ 
ted by Saint cAmtreſe. And men and women 
ſtrove to touch , and kiſs his: holy body , or 
any thing that was his ,to obtain health, and 
othec-graces , and favors of our Lord. And 
many taw him, as if he had been aliue: and 
ſome ſaw a bright ſhining itar ouer his ſacred 
body. 

1 bis moſt holy Door had ſogreatautho. 
gity whilſt he liued', and' was fo tamous ,and 
fo celebrated in the world , that two very 
rich, and potent Gentlemen-came 'out of the 
kingdomof Perſia to Milan ,only to fee him, 
and. to make trial of his great knowledge : 
and having been from the morning vatill the 
third hour of the night ; proponnding the 
doubts which they brought, and hearing his 
anſwers by an interpreter , they departed 
from him much comtorted , and/full ot admi- 
ration. And'to, the end that it might be vn- 
derfiood , that they came not.to Milan but 
ohly to ſce him, the day following they took 
their leauc of the Emperor,and weat forth of 
Milan towards Rome. Which isa very remar- 
Kkablc thing, and worthy,to becompared with, 
or preferred before that of Queen Saba, who 
Catne to bear the wiſcdom of Salomon, ypon 
the report of his fame. 4 Queen ofthe Mar- 
romans Called Fritigild , having heard of 4 
Chriſtian the excellencys, and wonders of 
Saint Ambroſe , ſent her Ambaſſadors to him 
with great gifts , beſeeching him , that he 
would write to her that which ſhe was to be- 
licue. And ſo he didjn an epiſtle, in which 


- te inftruted , and Catechized her , and ex- 
hortcd her to perſwade her husband , to haue- 


Peace with the Romans. She did ſo, and went 
to Milan to ſcek out the holy Prclate : but 
when ſhe came, ſhe found him dead. 4rbog aſtes 
although he were a perſon of ſuch note, and 
one who had the Empire of the yong Valen- 
tinian in his hand, yet be gloricd much that 
Saint Ambroſe was his friend, and that he 
had inuited him to his table : and having got- 
ten a trpnal Uiftory ouer his enemies; prudent 


men, and thoſe who knew the merits ot Saint | 


Tom. 2. 


Ambroſe , ſaid, thot is wat no maruel that be 


of as 


sboul4 owercome , Who had ſo great 4 Saint jor *———* 


his friend. Although afterwards Arbogaſtes 
was perucited, and received the juſt puniſh- 
of his gricuous crimes, as we hauc ſaid, Then 
the Biſhops , and Councils how preat 4 ref- 
pect had they for Saint Ambrolein his lile, and 
after his death? By a decree of the Council 
of Capua , the cauſe of an heretick called Bo- 
noſut, was recommended to Theophilus Patri« 
triacchot Alcxandia,and to An:ſius Biſhop of 
Theſlalonica : and they though fo far diſtant, 
woula know the opinion of S. Ambroſe in 
that cauſe before they would determin it. And 
the ſame is to beſecn in the Council of Tu- 
ringe,and.in S. Auguſtin againſt Iulian , the 
Pelagian , who ſpeaking of S. Ambroſe faies 
theſe words : 1 hawe (cen another excellent diſe 
peniſer of God , whom 7 reuerence as my Father, 
ſor that be did regenerate me by the Goſpel in 
Teſus Chrit?. F ſpeak, of bleſied Ambroſe, whoſe 
grace, conſtancy , labors , dangers both in word, 
and York for the Catholick faith , F bane tx« 
perienced, and the whole Roman Empire publi« 
shes With me. And in another place he calls 
Saint Ambroſe, 4 man of God, Catholick, and 
4 nefender of the Catbolick, verity againſs bere- 
ticks , euen to the bedding of bis blood, and the 
giving of bis life for it , if need were. And S, 
Baſil the Great priiſcs him very highly. And 
Caſſiodore faies of him , that be was eloguent, 
andlike & river of milk,, acute and grake Sith 
4 moſt ſweet "ung admiratle efficacy to'perſtvae: 
and that in bim were equally found ſantlity of 
life , and 2 profound knowledge , and that be. 
vas endowed With many miracles , and graces of 
God. Many other , and moſt grauc authors 
ſpeak very highly of Saint Ambroſe and with 
great admiration. But although he wasaman 
more diuin then human , and 4 firm , and 
ſtrong pillar of the Catholick Chuycb , there 


wanted not wicked men , who cuen after his 


death murmured, arid ſpoke ill of him: en» 
deauoring by their words to obſcure the bri- 
ghtnes of his admirable vertues. But they did 
not eſcape without puniſhment: for i Clergy- 
man of the Church of Milan, by name Dona- 
tus ,and bynation an African, being one day 
at 4 feaſt, he grew hot in words , and began 
to ſpeak ill of Saint Ambroſe : bat immedia» 
tely God ſtroke him , and they Eatried him 
from the table to his bed , and from thence to 
his grave. The fame happened at Carthage 
to 2 Biſhop called Mſduranss, who being at 
the table with other biſhops , laſhed out in 
ſpeaking il! of Saint Ambroſe, and preſently 
by the juſt judgement of God he loſt his he» 


 alth ,and life, For our Lord, although he pete 


mits the wicked to let looſe their tongues, 
and even their hands againſt his Saints ( that 
the diſciple may notbe mere priuiledged then 


bis czaltes, nor the ſervant then his Lord) 
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yet he ſtands vp intheir defence at laſt , and 
7, 8lorifies them by puniſhing their bold and 
vhuſt perſecutors : and therefore he ſaics : 
He that touches yow touches the apple of my 
ge. Although the death of Saint Ambiole 
was vpon the fourth day of April (as we baue 
ſaid ) the holy Church celebrates his fcaſt v- 
pon the ſeuenth of December , which is the 
day on which he was conſecrated Biſhop. Ot 
Saint Ambroſe do write , beſides the authors 
aboue cited, Gelafius,and Boniface the eighth 
Popes, the Synod of Aquileia, Saint Auguſtin 
in divers places,Saint Hicrom, Rufinus, Theo« 
dorct, Socrates , Sozomenus , Caſſiodore, }(i- 
dote , Nicephorus , and Sixtus Scnenfis, 


ous and ſtupendious things hae been ſail 7 
and propheſied,But to treat of the feaſt ofthis —_ 
day, and to the end that we way better yndex. "*"Y n 
ſtand what the holy Church celebrates, cele. +4, 
brating ghe Conception of our Lady , it ig 
hitting that we take the matter A litle higher, 
and declare that which faith teaches vs con. 
cerning Original fin; from which we ſay thar 
the Virgina was exempt , and free : in ſuch 
(orte, that althopgh ſhe were the daughter 
of Adam, ſhe was not ſtained with original 
fin , as all thoſe are , who by the cours of 
nature arc his childicn , and deſcend from 
him. 
As Gcd our Loid is in himſelf moſt rich 
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LATE Conception of the Virgin 
Mary our Lady: 


3) C4 HEN the Royal Prophet 
ES; David ſpoke to the people 

221 of Iſrael cxhorting then 
\&=j14 to make 4 magnificent , & 
| ſumptuous tewple to our 
Lord,he laid vato them : 
| Opusgrande eſt neque enim 
| hbomini prepar atur batita- 
tzo. (ed Deo. T bis is @ great Work, for We treat not 


LE 


about the making of 4 Palace for 4 king , and 


4 mortal man , but of 4 Temple in hich God 
is to reſide and aWell. On all the feaſts of the 
moſt ſacrefVirgin we may vic theſe words, but 
more particularly vpon the feaſt of ber moſt 
puic Conception : for it was the begining 
of all. her feaſts, and in it after her eternal 
predeſtination were laid the foundations of 
this divin Temple, and the houſe began to 
be prepared in which our Lord was to dyell. 
And this was 4 great work, andall the things 
that concuired in it arc great : and the Virgin 
berſclf fajes as much : Qxia feut mibi magna 
qui potens eft : Becauſe the omniputent bas don 
great things in me. And if the very foundati- 
ons of the wall of the ſupreme , and celeſtial 
City be adorned, andemiiched with all preti- 
ous i{ones ; as the Evangeliſt Saint Iohn ſaies 
in his Apocalyps : with how much greatcr 
reaſon cught we to belicue , that the imma- 
culate Conception ofthe moſt ſacred Virgin, 
which is the ſoundation of her feaſts , is full 
of divin myſteries, and prodipies? Scing that 
ſhe is that ſpiritual , and wonderfull city of- 
God: of which the Prophet ſaics, that g/ori- 


THE FEAST OF THE 1MMACY-' 


} 


{ and moſt happy , without having any necd - 


of any thing ; lo of his mere , and infinite 
goodnes he created man ſo noble , and adore 
ned wh his own hkones ,and imaye , that 
he was capablc of being pattaker , and come 
panion of his glory: and ot icing, loving, and 


 c0joying the ſame <cfſence,and beauty ot God, 


which himſelf erzoyes (thought not info high 
d deprec as he, who only comprehends him» 
ſelf ) and of being happy as he is happy , and 
with the ſame happincs, 4nd this end being 
ſo fublime,and cxccilent, our Lord provided 
wan of abilitics, and ſupervaturall graccs,by 


which he might make himlſclf fit for this digs 


nity. Theſe abilitics and ſupernatural gifts 
were cipecially two , grace ,and original ju 
Rice, Grace made man beautifull , and plea» 
ſing to God , and big friepd ; and as to his 


| child gaue him a titte , and right to plory:and 


together with it he was adorned with all 
the other ventues , and piſts of the holy 
Ghoſt, that he wight be able with facility, 
and ſweetnes to do works meritorious of 
glory , that; ſo he might obtain by juſtice 
that which God predeſtinated him vaio by 
grace. The ſecond giſt was origival juſtice, 
which is a.rcRitude , and Order , by which 
wan was at peacc with God and with bimſclt, 
and bad dowinion over all his natural affec- 
tions and paſſions : and the inferior, andani- 
wal partof wan, was ſubje&to the rationak 
and ſuperior : and beſides this, he had an vn 
ucrſial dominion over all living creatutcs,2 
oucr death, and over all ſickneſles, whichate 
the barbipgers of death. But God gave all{his 
to our fiſt Father, vpon condition that he 
ſhould enjoy all theſe priviledges, as well be, 
as his poſterity, remaining faithful, and oÞce 
dicnt to God , but it he were not, that be 
ſhould loſe them for himſclt , and for thew. 
And to proue and try bis fidelity apd obedi- 
cnce , putting man in the terrefttial Þaradile, 
and giving bim leave to cat of allthe trees 
it , he commanded him voder paip of death, 
and loſs ot all the'gitts be Fad reccived, that 
te ſtould not cat of one only tree, whichbe 


, 


fcibad him, Euc cat of the forbidden tree, des 
Ceiue 


—_— 
ECEM 


. mortal: aad ſuch as they remained, ſuch they 


— ceived by the ſerpent ; and ſhe being perucr. 


ted, alſo perverted her busband: and (ſo they 
both tranſgreſſed the commandement of 
God, and ſtrait loſt their innocency and thoſe 


admirable gifts , which they had received; | 


and. became naked , poor , blind, miſerable, 
begot vs. Infomuch, that when Adamfinned 
ang broke the commandement of God, he did 
nor only dammage himſelt, but vsallo as well 
in our bodies , as 4n our ſouls. In qur bodies, 
for that we became ſubyjc& to death , and 
co1ruption , and to aches and pains. In our 
ſouls, for that cuery child of Adam that is 
conceiued by the work of man, at the ſame 
momept bas in his ſoul original fin, which 
1s the death of the ſoul , and want of that 
erace , and original juſtice,, which it ought 


to have : the which God had giuen lo libes | 


zally to their firſt Father, for hiwſelt, and for 
all his poſterity. This fin can not be taken 
away by the power of nature , but only by 
the merits of Chriſt our Lord , whichare ap- 
plied by Baptiſm : by which the grace of God 
is reſtored , and all fin is pardoned, and taken 
away , nothipg remaining in the ſoul , for 
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| and filthy veſſel , and Wlottedout of the bodk o 


which God might abhorg the perſon that is 
baptized. Adaw alſo did harm vsin our ſoul, 
ſor that in him , and in'vs the appetite was | 
diſordered, and concupiſccnce, which before | 
by original juſtice was well regulated, bridled, | 


and lubjeAcd to rcalon , icbelled: and this 


wildÞcaſt became fo looſe, ſo ynuuly , and 
fo inclined to ſcnſible delights , that letting 
4 part the devil, there isnothuog in the wortd 
more furious, more vabridled, and more per- 
nicious then it. For this icbcllion of concu- 


piſcence , and an habitual inclination to love | 


ones ſclf more then God, with which weare 
all boxn fince the fin of our firſt parents, is 4 
ſource , and ſeminary of all the fins of the 
world. It is ttuc ,that after baptiſm this con» 
Cupiſcence can not hart thoſe who do not 
conſent to its delights and appetites, but fight 
againſt vices, and wake vſc of it for matter, 
and cxetrciſc of vertue. And if the Apoſtle call 
this concupiſcence /i, it is not becauſe it is 
truly and properly fin in the baptized, but be- 
—__ it is the cf & of original ſin , and be- 
cauſc it inclines vs tO fin, For (as Diuines ſay) 
original ſin is only one ſun initſelf, but in power 
it 1s all fins ,becauje it is the origen and cauſe 
of them all. From this dotin , taken out of 
the ſacred Councilot Trent , it tollowes, that 
original fin is 4 fin which kills the ſoul , and 
that thoſe who dy init , ſhall ncucr ſce God: 
and that it may be ſaid with truth, of a child 
ncwly bora , hctorc it is baptized, that it has 
fin ,that it 1s the enemy of God , and 4 child of 
wrath , and abominable in the ſight of God: and 
that it is of the banner of Sathan, bis ſlaue, and 


wanſion , 4 ſubje#? of perdition , an abominable 


{ife : tor that All this followes original fin. 
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Suppoſing then all that which we have hi- Dezctul 


therto declared,to be true, that which we fa 
and that which is the intention of the holy 
Church incelebratiog the {caſt of the concep- 
tion of our Lady , is that although this glo- 
rious Virgia , conſidering ber , as a child of 


Adam , and concciucd in 4 natural way of ' 


her patents,Saint Ioachim and Saint Ann,was 
to contraQt original fin, and to fall intothoſe 
miſerics which follow it ,as it happens to all 
the other children of Adam : yet ſhe did nog 
tall, but was preſcrucd , and prevented by the 
ſuperabundant grace of our Lord, who from 
eternity predeſtinated her to be his wother, 
and by fingular priuiledge exempicd her 
from that general law which comprehended 
all mankind. For fo it beſemecd the exccl- 
lency , and dignity of ſuch4 ſon, andof ſuch 
a mother : which was cffc&ed in this manner; 
Ja the ſame moment that God created the 
bleſſed ſoul of the Uirgin, and infuſed it into 
the litle body , formxcd in the womb: ofher 
mother Saint Ann; at this ſame inſtant and 
moment he enriched and beautifyed-it with 
his ſouerain grace , and kept it from falling 
into original fin;into which of its ownnatu- 
Ic it wasto fall: and made it plcabog in his 
eycs, in ſuch forte that: the devil never had 
patt in it : nor could boaſt , tbat the mother 
of our Lord, the ſpouſe of the Eternal Fatber, 
and Temple of the Holy-Ghoſt bad ewer teen-bis 
lane and captive. This 1s that which the 
Church celebratesin this feaſt ; and it is very 
conformable to the holy Scripture, to the do» 
rin of the Saints., and to all good reaſon, 

For after that Adam and Eue had finned, 
and were conuiced of their fin, before ſen- 
tcnce was pronounced againſt them, our Lord 
firſt curſed the ſerpent that bad deceiued Eve, 
by thoſe memorable words that are read ig 
the third Chapter of Genes : 7 vill pat (faies 
he , ſpeaking to the ſerpent) enmity betwixt 
thee, and the woman , and betvixt thy ſeed, 
and ber (ced: and she sball break thy bead, and 
thow batt ly in Wait at ber beel.thatis, ſetting 
ſnarcs in all her paths , and waics. Thisſcns 
tence God pronounced againſt the deyil , be» 
fore he gaue ſentence againſt the offenders? 
the holy Doftors interpret it ofthe moſt glo« 


rious Virgin Mary our Lady , who was ſhe 


that was to break the head of the ſcrpent, and 
by means of Icſus Chriſt, ber bleſſed ſon, to 
deſtroy his power, and totree man from his 
tyranny , and to reſtore him tothe grace and 
dignity he had loſt, To the end that as by 3 
weak woman the deuil had triemphed ouer 
the world, ſo the fruit of another woman 
might triumph over the devil , and humble 
bis baughtines and pride. For that it was 2 
greater confuſion to him, that the ſruit who 
wea 
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weak woman ſhould triumph ouer a fpicit 
then that 4 ſpirit ſhould triumph over a weak 
woman: So that now from this very time God 
made this blefled woman and our Queen, 
Captain and miſtreſs of the Carmp , to fight 
with the ſerpent , and break his head, before 
he pronounced the ſentence againſt Eue, and 
againſt Adam : to giue vsto vnderſtand,that 
he would not comprehend in that ſcftence, 
her , whom before he pronounced it , he bad 
exewpted from-it ,and had conſtituted to re- 


pair that ſin , which with ſo rigorousaſen-' 


tence he condemned. Our Lotd himſelf and 
her loving ſpouſe faies of her ; thou art a- 


mon ſt all bis other daughters, like 4 lilly a- | 


mong(} thorns. For all the reſt compared with 
the Virgin, are like thorns , by reaſon of 
Original fin which they bauc from Adaw ; 
but ſhe alone was white like the lilly , and 
ſweet like the toſe , or gillifower in the eyes 
of the tive Salomon. Of her the Spouſe ſaics: 
thow art all beautifull my lone , and there is no 
{pox ; nor ſtain of finin thee. Which words the 
holy Church applics to the Virgin in this 
feaſt ;'and they can not well be verified, 
if' we admit in her the ſpot of original fin. 
And in another place : «My dove is one , 
and my beloued , and perfet7 one : one 2s the 
ele, or as others read it, The immaculate. 
For that ſhe alone was pure , and without any 
ſpot of fin, aQtual, or origina]. This Virgin 


is called in the holy Scripture , an e#rlo(ed 


garder,and 4 ſealed fountain.For that the ſer. 
pent could never enter into it,nor drink of it, 


nor' infe& its moſt pure and wholſom waters, 


The-Angel Saint Gabriel in that ſolemn falus 
tation called her ful of grace, of as the Greek 
Textfaics, ſingularly gracious. Becauſe ſhe ob» 
tained that grace , which no other child of 
Adam had: and becauſe ( as S. Hierom'ſaies) 
zo others Was giuen 4 part of grate, but to Mary 
all the plenitude- of grace Vas communicated. 
The Angel added, Our Lord Vith thee. For 
that he was alwaies with Mary, which he had 
not been , if for any time, although neuer fo 
ſhort , ſhe bad beena ſlauc of the deuil. Then 
what ſhal I fay of the laſt words : Bleſſed art 
#how amongſt women and bleſſed is the! fruit of 
thy womb? How was this moſt Sacred Virgin 
bleficd among all women, if with the reſt 
ſhe was ſubje& to malediftion ? And all this 
grace , and privilege is granted her, becauſc 
the truit of her womb 1s blefſcd : for this benc- 
nedi&ion, and this ſoexcellent and fingulara 
prerogatiue ,; does not cometothe Virgin by 
inheritance, or by nature , but by the exccl- 
lency and ſanQity of her moſt bleſicd fon, as 
Theophylact , and Saint Bernard hauc ob- 
ſcrucd , and we will ſay more at large after- 
wards. 

But what ſhall I ſay of the Saints, who, 
either clecely teach teach this yeriy , or it 
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follows from their words 2 The 3 poſtle Sain 

. A t 
lames the leſs , Biſhop of Hieraſalem, iq his 'T 
Liturgy, which the the fixth Synod reve. Decry. 
.uerences with fo great reſpeR , calls the moſs *** 


| 


holy Uirgin, iz2maceutate, andour moſt zlorions 
Laiy, mother of God. And in the end lajes 
theſe words: Jt is very fitting that We call thee 
truly vieſied, and in all reſpet?s erreprebenſible 
and more excellent then the Cherubins: all crea. 
| tnret ,6 Uirginfulldf grace , congratulate, and 
rejuyct With yor , becauſe y0u me the (anfrified 
Temple of God. OtSaint Andrew the Apoſtle 
it 18 recounted ,that he ſaid: That as the ff 
eAdam Was formedof the earth before that God 
curſer it ,Jo the ſecond «Alain vas formedof the 
Virgingl earth , wbich had neuer been carſed. ln 
the {euenth Synod it is ſaid, that sbe vas im. 
macnilate , ani more clean , and fare then any 
other nature ſenſible , and intellefnal. The 
Council of Francfort , Origen , Ephrem , Ans 
drew of Cicte , and' Euthymius honor her 
with the ſame titles of mmaculate, and Ybolly 
clean and pure, and Worthy mother of her miſt 
Yorthy , and immaculate ſon. Theodoiet calls 
het the moſt holy , and moſt imtnaculate Mary 
«Mother of God. $. Gregory Thaumaturgus 
ſaies, that rbe Virgin alone Was holy , and enti- 
rely pure, and Without [pot in body , and in ſoul. 
And Fulbertus Carnotenfis falutes the Virgin 
with theſe words; «AP bail zlef Mary , who 
alwaics from the 'wery begining of thy Con- 
ception waſt Immaculate , becauſe thou vaſt to 
bring forth the «Author, and fountain of alt/an- 
Hity- The Great Doctor , and light of the 
Church Saint Auguſtin, great defender ,and 
exalter of the grace of Chriſt, and impug- 
ncr of the Pelagian Hereticks, who went a+ 
bout to oppoſe and obſcure it, in his book of 
nature and grace , ſaics theſe remarkable 
words : Excepting the Virgin , and mother of 
Goa, of whom , when We ſpeak of fins, 1 ould 
by no means that any doubt sbould be made; /or 
that we know that ſuch an abundant grace vas 
Zinen her totally to cuercoms fin , becauſe the 
deſerued to conceine in her Wor bam , who ,at 
Ye know badnofin at all.Theſe arc the words 
of Saint Auguſtin, ſpeaking againſt the Pelas 
gians, who denied original fin: from which, 
and from whatſocucr other aqual ſin, he docs 
lo free the Virgin,that he would not haucany 
one diſpute or doubt of it, as being 2 thiog 
moſt certain , that ſhe has overcome fin notin 
part;but wholy, by being the wocthy mother 
of him who neither had ,nor could hauc fin. 
ThisDo&ria is conformable to that whichthe 
ſame holy Do&or teaches, writing againſt Jus 
lian:that be who committed no ſin being of years, 
contrafled none being & child. And of the moſt 
holy Uirgin the Catholick Church confelſes 


| with full mouth , chat sþe bad wot af ual (in: 


| from whence it follows that ſhe had allo no 


! Original ſin, Saint Hicrom expoundiog thoſe 


olds 


n— 
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words of the Pſalm : Zduxit eos in nube dich: | For he is the more excellent Phyſitian'; that 


{ þy the cloud of the day vaderſtands the moſt 


Sacred Virgin , for that sbe was al% aies inlight, 


” and newer in darknes. The Blefied Laurcnce 


Isſtinian faics , that 0 body 7s exempred from 
original fin ,but only sbe that engenared the Sn- 
viour of the World. And Saint lohn Damalcen 
Gaies : 6 moſÞ boly Virgin , that ba## deceiurd 
the Princes, and Powers , and baſt been conſer- 
ured immaculate to be the ſpouſe of God. Andin 
another place he ſaics , that the ſerpent had 
no entrance into this paradiſe ot delights : 
and introduces the Virgin ſpeaking to her 
ſon ,and ſaying : Receive my ſoul ſo belowned of 
thee, which thou baſt alYaies kept pure from fin. 
We ſhould neucr wake an end it we ſhould 
here relate that which the Saints fay of the 
purity of the immaculate. Virgin : be that will, 
may xcad it in the: Reverend Father, Doftor 
Francis Suarez , who copioufly, and learned- 
ly treats this matter: | 

Now to declare ſome reaſons why God bas 
preſerued his glorious motker from all fin , 
original and aQtual : for thatſo it was Conue» 
nicnt to the greatnes of the ſon , and tothe 
dignity of the mother, and to men and An- 
ay and to all the celeſtial court. For fiſt 
of all, what good ſon is there in the world, 
that would not honor his taother ? Or what 
man ; that, if it were 1n his power , would 
not be born of moſt excellent woman, and 
adotned with all graces poſſible ? For that the 
honor of the mother is the honor ot the fon; 
If then Chriſt ovr Lord could do this honor 
to his moſt bleſſed mother, what reaſon was 
there that he ſhould not do it her ? And 
if vi/edois ( as Salomon ſaics ) does not enter 
into & peruers ſoul, nor awvell in 4 body ſatje 
to fins ; how ſhall we belicuc ; that the 
eternal wiledom would dwell 1n the Vir- 
pinal womb ,and in that body, -and ſoul, 
which for ſome time had been i{bbje& voto 
fig :.and that thoſe breafts ſhogld have paied 
tribute to the devil , that were to give milk 
to God? Eſpeciallythe Apoſtle S. Paul ſaying: 
that it vas weary conwenient , that We tboutld 
baze ſuch & high Prieſt that vay boly innocent, 
immaculate',' and ſeparated from ſinners: Fox 
how was he ſeparated fttom tinners, if hismoſt 
holy mother , whoſe fieſb he was, bad been 
ſubje& vnto.fin ? It was then very conueni- 
ent, that the fon. ſhould honor his mother; 
tor he wanting not power todoit , it was not 
fittiog thathe ſhould want will ; and that be- 
ing the Redeemer ofall ;andthere, being diy 
vers degrees in this RedemptionGfor that ſome 
enjoy , and othersthrovgh their fault do! not { 
enjoy this benefit) that be ſhould not. vie to- 
wards his moſt dear mother the moſt perie&, 
and moſt excellent degree. ,of Redemption, | 
Which is got, to let her fall, and then to lift 
her vp; but-to:keep her from never falling. 
Tome. 2. 


that cures him afterwards ; and he the more 


taken captiue , then he that reſcues out of 
captivity : and the debter owes more to him 
that payes his debt before he is caſt into pri-' 
ſon for it , then he that frees him after: he is 


ver fell is more obliged to our Lord for ha- 
uing kept him by his powerfull band, then 
he who after having faln ;.by his grace roſe: 
again, Wheace it tollows, that the moſt ſacred 
Virgin by having been preſcrucd from Origi- 
nal fin , not only is not excluded from the' 
grace of the redemption of Iefus Chriſt ,' 
but enzoycs it more perfe&ly then all the 0+ 
ther children of Adam, and inaſingular , and 
inctfable tnatner, The which redoundes to 
the greater glory of the Same Redeemer, who 
knew , and could doit: and did it tor her 
who gaue him the fleſh,and blood with which 
he wastoredeem vs all. For this cauſe S:Ber- 
nardin of Siena grauely calls the Virgin, the: 
firſt begottem of the Redeemer. And it was very 
conucnient ; that asthe only begotten ſon of 
God , as God, is the ſabſtantial hgure of his 
eternal Father, and ſplendor of his glory; and 
2 moſt perfe image of all his perteQions: ſo 
as inan zhe ſhould mach reſemble his blefled 
mother in cotnplexion; conditions, and ſhape 
of body: and bo ſhe in. the qualitys of- her 
ſoul (ſeing that ſhe was alſo davghter to bee 
fon ) ſhould be a liucly pifture ot his graces 
and vettues.; {9 e$tet \ 10% 
Then:if-e conſider that this Virgin ische 
mother of Gad, and that which this game of 
Mother of God comprehends , and the dig« 
nity inuolued in it, we fhal ind that no grace 
nor priviledge can fall ypon i pure crgature, 
that is not contained in this digaity and by 
this line we arc to meaſure and rulc all.that 
which concerns this moſt facred Virgin. Foe 
( as S. Bonaventure faics ) Gord can wel anaks 
4 more beautifull heauen , and @ greater world; 
and more full of varus and tiev kinds of 
creatures; but he can not make 4 motber., ha 
sbould be greater then the mother of God , fot 
that there can not be 4 mother of 2 greater nor 
of 4 more excellent ſon then bimſelf. And tothe 
end that we-might know, ſthat this is the:rule 
by which we arc to meaſure all that which 
concerns the Virgin ,God would not that in 
the Holy Scriptures mention ſhould be made 
either of her tather , or of hermother,cogiue 
vs to vadcittamn, that we oughtto look vpoa 
her not as thipg of the earth, but as come 
fron beauen: and only contider in her thoſe 
words De qua nntus eſt Teſus , qut wocatur 
Chriftus: of Whom Was born Teſs , Who is called 
Chriſt. leſus Chriſt was born of her, ſbe is 


| the mather ofthe only begonten ſon ofGed. 
Ss(sfs 


perte&t redeemer that does not permit to be- 


impriſoned for it : and the innocent who nt-' 


ACCcor- 
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preſerucs his patient from being ſick, therthe 


Decen- 
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'$. © thou wouldeſt vnderſtand any thing of hea 

Drcen- excellencies, and greatneſles. For that , at Se 

BEA, 'Thomas faies, the title of the mother of God 
contains in itſelf a certain infinite dignity, as 
alſo doesthe humanity of Clint, which was 
vnited to the perſon of the ſon of God , and 
the bleſiednes which all the Covrtiers of hea- 
ven do enjoy , ſeing God, who is an infinite. 
good. But among theſe three things there is 
2 diffe rence ; that although the glory be infi- 
nite by reaſon of its infinite objze , and the 
humanity of Chtiſt by being voited to the in- 
finite word, and the dignity of the mother of 
God alſo be infinite, by hex beipg mother of 
the infinite God ; yet in the dignity of mother 
there is one. thing particular, which is that 


the ſon remains obliged to bis mother, In ſuch | 


ſorte that although ſhe could not merit to be 
mother , but it was the ſingular grace of him 
who choſe: her to ſo high a dignity , yet aftcr 
ſhe was choſen,; the-ſon became a. debter to 
his mother , as other. children are to their 
mothers : and much more, for that Chriſt bad 
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— —— According tothis thoy.muſt conſider ber, if 
| 


no father ypon earth, nor cner any other ſon 


bad , nor could haue ſuch 4 mother, And for ' 
this-cauſe Saint Mctbodius faics. : Rejoyce 6 


Lady for that thou baſt bim for" debter , to 
whom all are endebted ,for be gines to all, and 
receiues from none. But Chriſt recetued of his 


moſt. pure mothes the ſubſtance of his. body: | 
formed by vertue. of the Holy Ghoſt of her | ted. 
' true that only'the Prince is notſubjeR tothe 


blood and nourifhed with her milk = and 2be 
Bb: of Chri# was the wery fletb of <Mary, as 
Saint Avguſtin ſaies. Whence the:Cardinal 
Pctcr Damian gathers that God-was'not only 


in the Virgin by eſſence, preſence , and power, | 


as:he is in all other creatures, nor only by gra- 
£:,. as he is in theſovls-ot the juſt : but alfo 
aficr another more excellent ,and morediuin 
manner which is by identity, and by being flesb 
of. her flesh, and-bone of ber bones, and ty hawing 
taken of ber thr fubF ance of bis moſs ſacred body, 
Fhenif parcnis{as Philo writes.) arc the ſc- 
cond-authors okour life , and we.can never 
Pay: them e<quiualently that which we ow 
theta, .and-nature has.imprinted , and cngen- 
dercd in children a'loue and reverence to- 
wards thcir pazents', and God. has comman- 
det cys::t0 honor. them , and this is thefirſt 
commandment .of the Second Table -of the 
Decalogue : ſhall we perhaps believe, that he 
who gauc the law, did not fulfill it, nor honor 
his moſt bleſſed mother, preleruing herfrom 
all: fowicnes and ſhawe and adornimpg her 
with all the gifts and graces that the: could ? 
For:the honor which a child owes to his pa- 


— ——— 


ther and thy mother, to fulfill the commanJme,. <_ 
Which bimſelf bas promulgated, gaze his —__ 8, 


all the grace , and all the bonor Which he could Pf 
Bl 


giae ber. All the priviledges and prerogative 


of. the Virgin are founded in'thelſe two Prins 


ciples;the fit in the power of her ſon, which 
is infinite. And for this cauſe Saint Auguſtin 

ſpeaking of the Aſſumption of the Virginin 
{opl and body, ſaies, that God could do it 

and if he could do it, let any one giue him 4 
reaſon why he ſhould not do it? Andthe {«. 
cond in the dignity of the mother of God 

which alſo is intinice. ln ſuch forte that as the 
title. of the ſor: of Godis the principle , and the 
rule we are to'regard,, to voderttand the ex. 
cellencys of the humanity of Chiiſt ; ſo the 
title of #he Morber of God , is the principle by 
which we ateto traceand winde out there. 
rogatiues and frngular graces of the Virgin, 


Hence Saint Anfclm doubted notto fay , that 


it was a thing well tounded in reaſon, and 
very conuenient,that ſhe ſhould ſhine with ſo 
eXtreme a purity, that vnder God there could 
not be- imagined! 4 greater ; but there could 
haue been imagined a greater , if ſhe hadnot 
been preferucd from original fin.Forit isclear 
that it is greater purity nor:to baue otiginal 
fin , then to han it : but this purity is vnder 


; God; for: God by his nature can notfin, and 
' the Virgin couldſin, and in effec had finned, 


if. by ſpecial grace ſhe had not been prevens 
ted. But ab Vipian ſaid well , although it be 


| laws; but the Princeſs, or Queen is ; yet the 


. 
- 


Prince <xempts her., granting! her the priuj- 


' Tedges which himſclt cnzoyes. All the graces 


that God gaue any pure creature, with greater 
excellency arc due to his mother: that his mo- 
ther may not in any thing be inferior to his 
fernants, nor che Queen to his Vaſlals. And 
ſcing that Adans, and Euec , were createdin 
grace , and in pertfe& innocency , and. this 
grace of perſet innocency,, without the ſtain 
of any fault , was alſo communicated to the 
Anpels; why ſhall we not grant this fauorto 
that Lady , who is the Queen of Angels ,and 
reparatrice of the-dammages of. Adam , and 


| Eue? And if Saint Auguſtin could not endure 


zen; does not confilt only in words, andiin | 
doing reucrence to them : but alſo\in giving ' 


them all that good which he can give them } 


and of which they are capable. Wherefore | 
Hippolytus faies : He Who ſaid: Honor thy fr; 


that it ſhould -be'ſaid that the fleſhof the Vir- 
giti-was ſubje to worms and corruption,be- 
cauſe her fleſh is the fleſh of Chriſt;how could 
he believe thathet blefled ſou was ſtaincd 
Within 7 ſeingchatſhe herſelf(ifirbad been 
it her power ) would hauc choſen rather wi- 
thour doubt ;that her body ſhoald have been 
eater} by the' worms , then ' that her bleſſed 
Youl ſhould bawt been toucht by the infernal 
wort, and t- have becn an enemy of God. 
And it we grautt that ſhe wanted the delot- 
mity of coneupiſcence., and ofall inordipate 
motions ,andthat ſhe did not'conccive with 
fenſual delight; mor bripg _— mm 
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— {| _-. (which arc the efteQs of Original fn ) why | pyreal heauen; and the eternal word to vnite 
Go 8. ſhould we deny , that ſhe wantedthe fault | himſclf with our ſubſtance ? The bees firſt —» 
© Þ Pct” of the ſame Original fin, which isthe ſource, | prepare their hives before they work their __ ** 
BE Ro mother and cauſe of theſe ſad eftc&s,and that |} combs 8 and fill them with honey » and our DtEctn- 


which is moſt to. be abhorred 7 It is cleere 
that we oughtto giue ſo wany wore degrees 
of grace to the moſt facred Virginthen to S. 
John Baptiſt., as the mother of God ſurpaſlles 
his ſeruant and Precurſor: and ſeing that Saint 
lohn was ſanAtifhed in the womb of his mo- 
ther, when he heard the voice of the Virgin, 
it is fitting that we ſbould bclicue that the 
Virgio herſelt was fanQtihed-after another 
more high manner of ſan&ification , and by a 
ſingular priviledge preſerued trom Origival 
fin 1n the ſame-moment that ſhe was concei- 
ued. 

Then , what glory and ornament is it to 
all mankind , that a pure creature , 4 daughter 
of Adam , conceived in natural way of man 
and woman , ſhould be fo cxalted , and enri- 
ched with grace, that no fin either original 
or aQual could enter into ber, but thatin the 
ſame moment in which ſhe began to live a 
natujal life , ſhe ſhould live 4 ſupernatural ; 
gratious, and divin life ? What a confidence 
docs it beget in ſinners that defire to come 
forth of fin, to know that they haue for aduo- 
catreſs her who overcame all fin? Andthat ſhe 
was never the captiuc of the common enemy 
whom they inyocate , and beſeech that ſhe 
would free them from the tyranny and capti- 
vity of Sathan? And all the: celeſtial ſpirits ; 
and that innumerable atmy of bleſſed Angels, 
without doybt'ttjoyce and glory, toſce their 
Queen and Lady, , and the mother of their 
kipg, and Lord ,fo tich with gifts , ſo adore 
neg with green fauored with divin privis 
leges : and that all had their origin from this 
her moſt pure ;and immaculate-Conception« 
And for this caufe Saint Uintent-of Ferrara 


faies, thatat the faine inſtant that the Virgin 


Was concciued, all thoſe celeſtial Hierarchics 
made 2 great feaſt'in hcaueni© glorious Var- 
gin and;moſt pure mother. , who can wor- 
thily vnderſtand the abundance ofthe graces, 
which thou recciuedſR, when thou walt con- 
ceiucd in the womb ofthy mother ; blefled S; 
Ann, and thy .maſt.holy ſoul-was joyned to 
that delicate body ? For that our Loid looked 
ypon thee, not as 4 child of Adam, nor as 4 
finger. , and his:cnemy, but as ſhe that was 
choſen to be his mother, and the ſpouſe of 
the etergal Father, and SanQuary of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and Patroneſs of ſinners , and who 
Was:to break the heat ofthe inferoal ſerpent. 
For if the Empireatl heavens be: of fire , or of 
{omg ,other ſubſtance , in 4 manner ſpiritu- 
al. becauſc init is to be: exercifed ſo noble 
an aion, as isto ſee'God: what was it fitting 
that. you, ſhould be., © Eady:,'in-which God 
was to .dwcll mote-pertetly then in the En 


—_ __ A —— 


Lord preſerved thee from (in , and prepared 
thee, and enriched thee with pitts , becauſc 
thou waſt to make for vs that honey-comb, 
v bich is the ſw=etnes ofthe world, The Er- 
min rather permits herſelf to be taken and 
killed , then. ſhe will enter into a den where 
ſhe ſhould defile herſelf; and your fon more 
cleanly then the Ermin, and more white then 
driven {now and more pure then the light, 

would not dwcll in 4 houſe , which at any 
time had been contaminated, Our Father As 
dain had aQual fin, but not original: becauſe 
the original tin which his children contraced, 
by being his, in hia was a&tual ſin. The chil- 

dren that dy without Baptiſm, before the vie 
otrealon, have only the Original fin in'which 
they arc born, Others together with Original 
lin have alſo actual fins , which they commit 
afterwards by their own will. Thou only, 

ele& among all women , by the fingulargrace 
of thy ſon (whois the fountain of praceitlelf, 
and by his nature could notfin) waſtexcmp. 
tedand. freed from all fin , atual , and Origi- 
nal , and preuented by the benediQion ot the 
moſt bleſſed fruit of thy womb. May the An- 
gels praiſe him , © Lady, and the heavens, and 


the earth, and all creatures for this ſo fignal 


2 fauor , which hc has don thee, and all the 

world by thce For thou art that pare and Vir- 
Zin-earth , of iwhich the true Fathet of our 
life ,and our ſecond Adam was formed; bleſ- 
[cd carth , and:without the leaft ſuſpition of 
maledition;;vndefiled carth, and gathered to» 
gether ofly by. the hands of God. Thou art 

that paradiſe of delights planted by our Lord 


towards the true Eaſt which is Chriſt , who 


neuce obſcured; nor hid himſelf from thee 
Thou art that Sacerdotal earth, that in ſo.great 
I dearth of grace, all Egypt being tributary, 


alone was cxempt from tax;thatis freed from 
 fin/Thou art that Hebrelv worn , Mother of 


Mazy/es, who akbough ſhe were in Egypt, was 
neucr a ſlaue to Pharao, butexewpt, and free 
to bring vp..her ſon, and+to pals the red fea 
with him, Thou art that thorty burb , which 
burning in the deſert by a new miracle was 
not conſumed. For the Hames of Original fin 
burning others, thou alone walt preſcrucd, 
Thou art that «Ark of the Teſtament ,aade of 
 incorruptible wood, to conſerue;; riot the 
' corryptible manna, but the living, and hea- 
uenly bread; Thou art #bat ligbt clowd of the 
day, vpor which our Lord walſt to deſcend 
into Egypt. Foralthough'thou had thy ori« 
gin from the carth,, thou waſt raiſed to the 
high heaven; and att light, without the we- 
ipgby and gravity-ofifin. Truly the clowd:of 


the day. , becituſe 'thou waſtneucr —_ 
| ut 
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but alwaics clothed with light and clarity. 
T bou art that landof Promiſethat flowes, and 
brings forth tor vs milk and honey : milk of 
the hamanity , and honey of the divinity of 
thy moſt worthy ſon. Thou art the glorious 
Throne of the peacefull Salomon : thou art the 
{mooth and itreight rod of the rout of Teſie, 
that neuer-had any knot nor crookednes of 
fin, and brought forth for vs the moſt fragrant 
and beaut:tull lower of the world, leſus 
Chriſt our Redeemer, Thou art Betbleer 
the city of the living bread : Thou art boty 
$7ox, the fortreſs of King David, the City of 
God, of which ſuch praiſcs , and ſo great 


wv onders are depredicated. «Moſt clean and . 


fine hinnen, without either wrinckle, or ſpot, 
and the nc Sepulcher ,in which the ſacred 
body otthy ſon was wrapped , and laied. The 
lilly amongſt thorns: The exclo(ed garden.The 
cloſe gateof the Baſt, through which only God 


could enter. The Sealed Fountain , of which: 


tle 01d ſerpent could at no time drink. 
Thou:, © Lady, ait more white then the lilly, 
more beautiiul}then the roſe , more fragrant 
then baulm , and more (weet then honey. 
Thou zrt the fountain of Paraditr;, the well 
of. living waters, the moſt pure veſlel void of 
all bittcrnes , and full of all ſweetnes. Thou 
art the glory of mankind , the'ornament of 
heaucn, and fingular beauty ofall the ereatu» 
IESs ed: FE 
Great and very.fignal fagors does God do 
to. all thofe ,that are deuout to hismoſt ble(- 
{ed mother , and eſpecially eo/her moſt pure 
Conception: And ſo the Father Mr. Iohn 
Avila, Apoſtolical (preacher of tour daics in 
Andaluzia , treating of caznal' temptations, 
when they are iwportunt and troubleſome, 
and of the great force. of the interceſſion of 
the Saints and principally bfEthe Virgin to o- 
vercome them, fates theſe wouds:: 7 bawe e(pe- 
cally ſeen to haut arriued muth'profit by means 
of this Lary, to perſons moleſted with thefrailty 
of the flesh , by reuting Jome thing ;in-memory 
of. tbe purity with vhich:5he War conceined Wis 
thout ſin ,and the Virginal purity With Which 
e414 conceine the. fon of God. «Ani it 'is cers: 
tgip'tbat our Lord bas wrought fome miraces 
to teſlily this verify... © | 
-: Into the Viggia in her moſt pure Concep- 
tzon/ was. infuled;,,not only grace to preſerue 
her,jrom Original fin , butalſo:all moral ver- 
tucs were 1afuled ſinto ber. and the. vic of 
reaſon, and the true knowledge of God, much 
wore perfcAly then they were. in; Saint John. 
Baytilt, The Virgin had from her very Con- 
ception ſuch 4 knowledge of natural , and; 
n;vial things as is neceſſary; tothe perfect vn+ 
derjianding- of- the holy Scriptares ,and for 
prudent exterior gouernment :,and ſo grear 
a .gracc , that ut cauſed inher :{o admirable 
and Jipin 2 compoſure , 'that ſhe ncucr had 


ro 4 


| 


——— 


any inordinate motion, nor bad thought, nor ... 
ſpoke an idle word , nor tell into the leaſt $, 
imperteQion, nor into any thing-that ſented Decay, 
of ſin : but from the moment of her Conicepe bis. 


tion ſhe began to merit glory , and began her 
cours to obtain the jewel of happines with 
great ſtepts, that ſhe left all other Saints be. 
hind her. 

Both the Latins, and the Greeks celebrate 
the' Conception of the Virgin , although the 
Latins vpori the cighth, and the Greeks vpon 
the ninth of December : and there are found 
certain Orations or Sermons of Leo the Ems 
peror ,and of George Biſhop of Nicomedia 
in the praiſe of this faſt. Some think that it 
began to be celebrated in the Latin Church 
by the ordination of Pope Sixtus the fourth, 
burt'it is much more ancient. It had its bepin- 
ning in England, jathe time of Saint Anſelm, 
who died in the year one thouſand, one huns« 
dred and nine, ypon occalion of a Reuclatis 
on which ſoae ſay that the ſame S. Anſelm 
had. But the revelation was only made to 
certain Abbot who was an Engliſhmaa, cals 
led Zl/inus ,or Elpimus, who in the year of 
our Loid one thouſand and feuenty , ſayling 
vpon the fea , and the ſhip it which he was, 
being in great danger of being caſt away, by 


a furious tempeſt that aroſe, there appeared 


ynto him one very glorious in Pontifical to- 
bes, who bad him promiſe vato Godto keep 
every year the feaſt ot the Conception of our 
Lady, and to exhort others to keep it and that 
by this means they ſhould be delivered out 
of that danger , and airiue at their deſired has 
ven. And Elpinus asking, who he was, and 
vpon what-day that feaſt was to be celebra 
ted, he ſaid that he was Bishop Nzholas,fent 
by.the Virgin (to' whom thoy had recommen- 
ded themiclues to be delivered) and that the 
day on which the feaſt was to be celebrated, 
was the eighth of December, on which the 


' Virgin had beenrconceiued. The holy Abbot; 


and thoſc thatwent with him in the ſhip, ma» 
de their vow, and promis to'God , according 
to what had been rencaled ynto them ;and 
immediately they ſaw themſelues out of dans 
ger. And Saint Anſelm being Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury and: Primate 'of England ,much 
fauored this feaft, and from hand to hand it 
began to be propagated :and-the Church of 
Lions in France admitted: it in the time of 
Saint Bernard , about the. year of our Lord 
ane thouſand one hundred and' farty fines 
AndtheSajnt being very zealous , and-very 
obedient to the Church of Rome , writ an 
epiftle to the: Canons of Lions, reprehending 
them for -bauing introduced 4 new fealt; wi- 
thout the authority of the Roman Church 


\ ( which is the mother and miſtreſs of all O« 
' thers) and makes mention-ofthe Revelation 


we ſpoke of, alrbough hedocs not gxplicate 
| | R. 


Es 


— 
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it, Nor is this the,only reuclation that has / 
been had concerning this myſtery , hut there 


was-made to that Saint concerning it. Aſter» 

wards this deudtion of the feaſt of the Con+ 

ccption cncrealed and extended itſelf more 

and. more ,as the light whicheacreaſes with 

the day : aud the holy Church .colighiaed:; 
by the Holy Ghoſt, knew more: clearly this: 
tiuth , as in the decours of time ſhe,has come 
to know many others. For , as Saint. Gregoty/ 
laies , the Holy Gho## goes teaching t1 litle aud: 
litle. But this verity was much auore gitablis, 
ſhed by the Copſtitutions, and extravagants 

of. Pope Sixtus the fourth , of happy caemory;: 
who does not only permit the.celebtation of 
this fcaſt , but alſo invites the faithfull to ce 
lebrate it , and graunts indulgences tothoſc' 
that ſhall celcbratc it. Andihe boly and Oc- 
cumenical Council of Trent- confirmes the; 
ſaid Conſtitutions of Sixtus ,and commands: 
them to be kept, and declaresthat it is; not; 
their intention to.comprehend the immacu» 
late. Virgin Mary our Lady , in. that decree! 
whercin they treat of Original-fin.. Whence 

is ſeen the inclination, and common conſent 
of all the Univerſal Church , and with-what 
picty this feaſt way be cclebrated : and with 
what zcucrence anddeuotion it would be re- 

cciued and preached by certain Saints, if they 


lived now , who.in the begigning ( for that. | 


it bad not beenrecciucd by the holy Apoſto= 
lick ſcat)made.difficylty in exlebratiogit.For 
they were ſo obſcruant children of the Ro» 


wan Chutch , that it ſeemed to them thatno 


feaſt ought to be introduced without her aus | 


thority, And Saint Thomasſcing that certain 
pazticular Churches in bis time celebrated 
this feaſt , and that the Roman Church tole« 
rated this cuſtom ,'ſaics, that for this cauſe. 


alone it ought not to be reprqued. Andin a- } 


nother place be faics theſe words : The cſ-, 
torn of the Church bas wery great authority, and 
in all things ought to be followed ; far that the 
wery dofrin of Catbolick, Doors bas its autho-. 
rity from the.Cburch: and accordingly we ought 
more to rely wpon the antbority of the Church, 
then wpon that of «Auguſtin ,or Hierom, or of 
any other DoHor. It then S. Thomas reprouc 
not the feaſt of the Goncepticn , which ſome 
particular Churches celebrated . , becauſe 
the Roman Church tolcratcd it ; and wils 
that in allthings we ſhould follow the autho» 
rity of the Church , more then the aufto- 
rity of any Catholick Door wholocyer : 
what would he fay and what would he do, it 
he ſhould live now , and ſee that the Roman 
Church not only permits the fea(t of the [m- 
culate Conception , but that ſhe alſo propo. 


— 


ſes it to all the faithtull, and invites thera to 
cclebrate it by graces and lndulgences ? And 
Tom. 2. | 


of the yudg 
'that Lord ,; who choſe this Lady , and our 
Queen, for his.mother, and preſerued her and 


that the Council of Trent confirmes the con»: 


97 


ſtitutions of Popes, made about this matter, *——* 


and will not comprehend the Virgin in Origi-' 


mal fin? Without doubt $. Thomas, and Saint Ex: 


Bernard , or any other Saint, who at the be+ 


ginning were doubtlull & wary in admitting - 


this fcaſt , would now humbly ſubmit them- 
ſelues; and admit and ſolemnize it, and would 
rezayce that they could be able ( withoutlea»: 
uviog., 'yea by conforming to the practice of 
the holy Catholick Church) to.gine to the 
Virgin a priviledge of ſo great exceltency,and - 
{ſoduc.to the dignity of the mother of God. 
;And-the ſame ought we to do; if we be zea-: 
laus of the glory.of God , and devout to his 
m$K. bleſied mother. For , what Chriſtian is - 
theic,that beingable piouſly to attribute-this 
grace to the Uirgia ; would notdoit ?who, 
being abletobeheve that ſhe had (it, does not 
rezoyceat it ?and does not congratulate with 


her. for it;, and for. having been preſerued by | 
the fiogular exemption of that Lord , who 


cheſe. b-r for bis. mother ;andexaited her to 


the height of ſoſouerain 4 dignity ? and ſeing 


that we.may.not only do it wiihout fear, but 


thatalloit isgood that we ſhould do it with; 
promptitude;,” ant-alacrity , to conform our 


{clues to the common ſenſe ot the whole vni- 


'uerſal Church. : he, that ſhould not do it ,- 


would giſcouer bislitle deuotion towardsthe 


mother. of God: aribis great eſteem of his 


own. proper jadgament, and his diſeſteem of 
ecent alt others, Let vs beſcech 


adorned her with ſo many , and ſuch divin 
gifts , that by the interceſſion of her who had 
no fin., he would pardon ftnners; and giue 
vs acordial deuotion towards her, and 4 great 
conkdence in her patronage; ſeing that no 
body was cuer truly deuout ta her , that did 
not arrive at the port of Saluation. 
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Virgin and Martyr. 


was born inthe City ot Tole+ 
= Jo, ofa very good houſc,and a 
FJ great Seivant of our Lord, The 
h L Prchdent Dacian, who like 4 (a+ 
uage beaſt could never be fatiated with the 
blood of the Chriſtians, commanded her to be 
apprehended: and ſhe being brought into his 


| preſence, he ſet belore her ber nobility oF _ 
an 


TitTtrt 
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Saint Leocadia, Virginand Martyr, 
and the baſenes , and ignominy'of the ſuper is 


"7 ton, as he called it , of the Chriſtians , and: 
Dzctu. Dow by flatteries, and then by. threats ,, by= 


of 
BER, 
- 
A 


ſweetnes , and by! terror endeauored to pers: 
ſwade her to leape the faith: of Chriſt and to; 
adore his Gods:The holy Virginwasnot.mo-. 
ued by any thing that the Preſident ſaid vnto: 
her : and all his art vaniſhed into ſmoke; wis' 

thout;being able to make any breach in her: 
ſacred breaſt, He commanded her to be:-put 
into a dark.,: and horrid priſon, thereby to: 
torment her; andif this would not ſuffice', to/ 
kill her by cruel tormeots. Saint Leccadiwic-! 
joyced much. when ſhe ſaw heiſelf to be cas. 
ricd to the priſon: acknowledging that it was: 
3 great fauor of God, and giving him thanks. 
for it. And (cing certain perfons thatfollowed. 
her ,to weep and lament, (he turncd herlelt 
towards thety with a cheerſul/and pleaſant: 
countenance, and. faid vnto thew: 6 Soldiers 

of Chriſt , be not ſorry for \my: ſufferings," but 
r146ber rejoyce , and congratulate With me, ſuing 
that God has mane me Worthy: to ſuffer for the 
confeſſion of bis name. Some- ſay. that ſhe was 
ſoxcly whipped before ſhe entred into the 
priſon : and by the cruelty of Dacia 1tmay 
well be belicucd that it was ſo. She retngined 
ſome time in that hard and ſbayp prifon ; and 
hearing the butchery thatDacian continually: 
made of the Chriſtians , : and the moſt cruel 
torments with, which 'he> puttro death the: 
glorious Virgin S. Evlalia' of, Merida : melted 
and tranſpierced with'grief, ſhe beſought our 
Lord #0 8ake ber to himſelf. "if Jo it were tons 
fenicnt , tbat she might mot 
of ſis Church , and the diminntion of the faith 


his holy Religion, God accompliſhed the 


fre ofthe boly Virgin,and beard her praier: 
and ſo- as ſhe was praying ſhe wade 4 Croſs 
with her fiinger in a hard one of the wall 
of the priſon ; which remained there engra- 
ved, and kiſſing it with great tendernes and: 


deuotion, ſhe gave vp ket bleſſed ſoul to God. 
Het body was found ncer to that Crols faln 


down and lying vpon the ground , and the 


Chriſtians buried it in the beſt maner that 


they could. The death of Saint Leocadia was: 
yponthe ninth of December , in the year of 


our Lord three hundred and five, intheraign 


of Diecletian , and Maximwiane The boly Vir- 


git Leocadia bas three Churches ofher name 


T -}1n the City of Toledo. One where her houſc 


Was, another where ſhe was impriſoned, and 
x'tbird where ſhe was buricd, And out of re+ 
ucrence and devotion to her , certain holy 
Aichbiſhops of Toledo ; commanded them- 
(clues to be entexred in the ſame Church 
(where her holy body was tor many years)as 
Eugenivus the third , Alphonſus, and Ivlian, 
woſt holy Prelates : and in the time of the 
Gothiſh Kings, wany Toletan Councils were 


celebratcd in-it , which haue cuer been had | 


{ee:tbe deffrufion 


in-great Veneration inthe'Cathol ick-Church, —— 


In:this Church happened 4 range thing,and 


woithy of all admiration:Upon'S.Leocadia's Decay. 
day4he King Receſuindus Accompaniedby all! vn, 


the nobility of his court, went to celebrate 
the feaſt of the holy Virgin : and many people 
_ inthe Church, both Eccleſiaſtical and 
ſecular the'bleſied Saint Jidefonſe, who at that 
timc'was Archbiſhop of Toledo, ſet himſelf 
to prajer beſore the ſcpulcher of Saint Leoca- 
dia: and all:on:the ſudden her tomb-ſone, 
which (as Cixilas.ſaies) thirfy men could har- 
dly bave lifted vp-, rote vp'of it ſelt ; and the 
glorious *Vwpin' came fotth of hetſelf , and 
lookipg vpon-S. ldefoniſts!, Hietched fonh 
herownhand; and touched his, and ſaid vnto 
him :8 1idefonſe', by thee lines the glory of my 
L azy ging to wiiderftand, that $.I1detonſe 
hauing defended the purity; and glory of the 
Virginity of out Lady againſt the hereticks 
who by their” ſacrilegiovs torigues went a- 
bout-to:beſpot it. AJl that were preſent fell 
vpon the ground; aſtonied -at the novelty of 
the- prodigy. But Saint Ildefonſe ſpake to Saint 
Leocadia,arid ſaid vato her iO glorious Fir- 
gia ,anti wortby to raigh in 'kelven ith God, 
feing that thiw' defpiſenſt, andganeſt thy life for 
bis lowe : bappy Was this tity, for that thou 
Taſt born-in it \\nnd dinff  conſttrate it With thy 
tath and diſt nov comfort it with thy preſentts 
Ca# town, Findam; thy eyes frim beauen vpos 
it, and by thy interceſſion Heſend thy cwuntro 
men , and the king ,Yho With ſo great decotion 
(vlebrates thy fenſt. SaintLeocadia having he+ 
atd theſc'words began to'fctire,and to return 
to her ſepulther : and Szibt'IIdfonſe with 4 
dagger , which the king gauc him, cut off 4 
piece of the veyl with Which the __ was 
covered , that the memory of ſo illuſtrious? 
miracle might remain,and the City of Toledo 
might be comforted, by having ( as it hasin 
the Sacriſty of the holy Church) that celeftial 
treaſure. *' 

The body of S, Leocadia remained many 
years in the city of Toledo in her ſepulcher, 
-andin 4 ſumsptuous Church , which King Si- 
ſebutus afterwards built in het honor. From 
thence it was carried by the Chriſtians tothe 
City of OxieHo, tor fear leaft the Mores, who 
bad conquered Spain, ſhoald burn it ( asthey 
had don the bodies of other Saints.) In Quic« 
do alſo it remained fome time , and in that 
City there is a Church, and ſome ſigns and 
certain arguments ofit, From hence the ſacred 


| body of this glorious Virgin was tranſlated 


into Flanders,and was placed in a Monaſtcty 
of 8. Giflex, which is of BenediRtin Monks, 
called Cela,of the City of Monts in the Pro- 
vince of Henaultzand of this tranſlation Doe 
QorIohn Molan makes mention in his addi- 
tions to the Martyrologe ot Vſuard. The oc- 


calion of the carrying of the holy _—_— 
-1a0« 


k 


— Flanders is not certainly kriown , nor who 
Yo 
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fue bundred, vpon the fifteenth of Oftober,- 


Saint Leocadia, Virgin and Martyr. 


carried it, nor at what time-it was carried, 
They fay , that there came 4 potent Gentle» 
wan out of thoſe countreys into Spain; to: 
help the Chriſtians agaioſt the Mores /,'and; 
that in recompence of his good ſeruices! 4? 
Kiog of Lcon gave him the body of 'Saitit 
Leocadia, In that Monaſtery of Saint Giſlet 
the body of this moſt pure Virgin was bono- 

red and reverenced by all the people therea- 
bouts : and by her interceſſion they receiucd: 
many and very you fauors from our Lord, 
eſpecially again the plague , with which b 

ſore they were much afflicted, Vatill that the 
woſt gracious Queen 7ave , daughter \, atd' 
heireſs to the Catholick' Princes Ferdinant' 
and 7ſabel, and eother ofthe Emperor Char: 

les the fith,of glorious metnory; being goucr- | 
neſs ot the Eſtates of Flanders, by ws. ord 
ried to Prince Philipin theyear one thouſatid*|: 


ſhe obtained ofthe Abbot, and Monks &tthat 
Monaſtery of Cela , the anckle bone of the 

right foot of Saint Leocadia;; the which the 
gaue as A moſt pretious treafure+o the holy 

Church of Toledo. Finally by the great pro» 

vidence and mercy of our Lord ., the holy 
body, by the authority of hieHolineſs Gregory 
the thirteenth, and of his Catholick' Majeſty: 
Philip the ſetond , was takers out of that Mo» 
naſtery-where it was , by-& Pather of the So- 
ciety of Tefus, called «Michael Hernandey, attd 
after ſo:wany years was reftored to: its ow 
countrey and' city of Toledo\, and placed itr 
the holy Church with great rcjoycing, feſti-' 
val pomp, and-ſolemanity, For beſides the ex- 
pences 'which the boly Chorch made in fet- 
ehing thc holy body ,and im keeping it many 
daics With due ceremonies ' and reverence”, 
yntill the preparations were 'made of ity re- 
ception in the houſe and Church of Joſar-of 
«Mount Laurence of Tajuns (which is ofthe 
Order of the Society ot 1tsvs) and all the 
way along vntill it came to the City of To- 
ledo; the reception of it there was woſt ſo- 
lemn , and with great concours of people; 
and variety of feſtival ceremonies, and-was 
graged and authorizcd with the preſence of 
his Catholick Majeſty King Philip, and alſo 
with the preſence of Prince F bilip, and the 
Infanta.Tſabel bis children , and ofthe Empe- 
refs Many of eAnſiris his fiſter : who came to 
Tolcdo to ſolemnize that feaſt more magni- 
ficently , giving in all things 4 gare exawple 
of their piety, devotion, and humility , with 
which the King , and the Prince , with othes 
Grandes of the Kipgdom, carried vpon thei: 
ſhoulders the body of the holy Virgin, eſtec- 
wing it # great glory to them, to ſerue her in 
that humble, and honorable office. T his Tran- 
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ſlation was made vpon the fix and twentith 
of Aprit, in the year of our Lord one thou- | 


ſand foe hundredeighty ſeuen, Sixtus Quin» 
tos being Pope, and Philip the Second King 
of Spain, and Gaſpar of Quitoga Archbiſhop 
of Toledo : afterwards the ſame Sixtus-Quin-+ 
tus; Cormmanded that'the feaſt of this Tranſs 
lation ſhould be celebrated ins the Church, 
and Archbiſhoprick ot Toledo. 7%: 6 
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THE LIFE OF 'S. MELCHIADES, ___ 


Pope and Martyr. . G 


\& AINT Melchiades' was an: A- 
} frican by nation, and tuttcrded 
"Euſcbius'irt the” Popetorn.He 


WEREAS dured great 


labows tog tbe, glo+ 


F 


ans ſhould not faltypon;/Sunday, nor Thurſ- 
day, that they might not imitate the Pagans, 
who faſted vpÞonthoſe;/daies , and þ 
faſt -for'a lacred faſt 2.ahbouugh aſterwhhids 
the reaſon of not faſtiag vpoh Thurlda 
ing *;. eh&t--probibicion «alſo ceaſed; 'There 
weie'ith EY —— hereticks,, 
and the' holy Pope endeavored to : repeels 
them,arid to reduce them to the way oftruths 
Saint Metchiadeswritanepilile to tho Biſhops 
of Spaits /'1n which the teaches ; that 8b the 
«Apoſtles 'ncknoviedged the preeminency. ,: ond 
ſuperiority of Saint Peter ; and that the Sacrg- 
ment'dj Bapti/m is of greater necefſity;then that 
of Confirm ation, for that without it no body cans 
be ſawed ;'but that the. Sac@ument of Confirms 4+ 
tion , if w# regard the tinifttr of it, is of grea- 
ter dignity ; becauſe 1t can not be conferred. bud 
by 4 Bi»bop. And afterwards he fſers downihe 
cfefts both of the one.and the other -Satrabs 
ment : and then treatsof the effects: that the 
Holy:Ghoſt wrought by bis cowing in the 
Apoſtles), and thofe which the Chriſtians re» 
ceiuve in-holy Baptiſm , aod Confirmation, 
In this time was colebrated ( according! toſo- 
me authors) the Provincial Councit of Neos 
ceſarca ; in which were cſtabliſhed certain 
things concerning the- «ſtate of the Church 
in thoſe daies. He gaue orders in the :month 
of December , and then ordained eleven Bi» 
ſhops, fix Prieſts, and five Deacons, And-ha» 
uing bolily governedthe Church of our Lord 
two years, and two months, and ſeucndaies, 
he gaue vp his foul to God with much cone 
tent; not only becauſe he went toenjoy him, 
but allo beczuſe he left the Church. tree from 
the perſecutions of the tyrants, ard quict and 


in pc 


ry of our Lord. H oftabey the* Chtiſti- .-- 


was 4 moſt holy man, and ene 
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| ſoffered much in the perſecution. of Maxi» | 
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peace vnder the Empite of Conſtantin. His 
death was vpon the tenth of December , in 
Decem-, the'year of our Lordthree hundred and thir- 

#58, teen, The Roman Mattirologe faics, that he 


mian and that, he died. , the Chureb being 
| in peace : and beeavſe he ſuffered'(o. much, 
the ancient Martyrologes call bim a Mattyr, 
and ibe Church bonors him as ſuch. His boCy 
was buried in the buryirg place. of Calixtus 
jin-the- way Appia'; and his ſacre& head is at 
Rome, in the Church of the Profeſied hovie 
ofthe Society of ] £ svs. Of S. Melcbiades db 
make mention the Martyrologes, the Roman, 
and-thoſe of Bede , Vſuard, and Ado, and the 
Avtbors both Ancient , and Modetn , that 
. Wlite the liucs of thePopes. 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT © 
Damaſus, Pope. 


1471] 1 


+ 5 


p T HE moſt toly and mo learned Pope 


1 + Damaſus;; was Spaniard by nation, 


. and bis father was called «4nto27, lo: 
-me ay that he was-bornat Tarragona, others 
at'Madrid ;.and/in'the-Church of qur holy 
Saviour of tkis City-there is a waiting wbich 
fics as much Others make him a Portughele, 
-andinative of Guimarans: , which'is betwixt 
Duere ; and Migno. Saint Damaſuswas4 very 
worthy Pope, and wuch praiſcd by the wii- 
ters of his time. Theodoret. laies , that they 
called bicm an admiratle man. , and worthy of 
all. praiſe, aud that be sbined in all wertues. >. 
-Hicrom his Secretary-,' and great .fricnd., a* 


mongſt other praiſes faics of him that he was 
&# irgin, like 4 true Bizbop of the Church, 


fure andYithout ſpct.Saint Ambrolc faies that 
be was choſen by the diuin judgement: and in 
the fixt Confiantinopolitan Council they call 
him Diamond of the faith , tor bis greattirm- | 
nes and conſtancy againſt the Hercticks, that 
irr his time troubled the Church of our Lord. 
And: other Authors make no end of praiſing 
his greatneſics and excellencys. He ſuccecded 
in the Popcdom Liberize , whoſe Vicar , and 
Prieſt he bad been. Aﬀer his eletion a Deacon 
called Vrfin , or Viſkcinn, a turbulent, and am- 


bitious wan , cndeauored to make bimfclfto 


beichoſen, and there were many that fauored 
and aſliſted him, and cauſed 4 greattumultin 
the. city of Rome :'in ſuch ſorte that thote of 
the one faftion , and of the other, came to 
blowes , and there were wounded and killed 


both of the one fide and of the other, and a 


Saint Damaſus, Pope. ! 


| (againſt the will” of the holy Pope Damaſus) =. | 
of whom Saint Hicrom wiites , that he yay _ It 
mild,and that be ouercame bis aduerſaries, ang Pw 


——_— 


t Aid them no barme after be had ounrcome them, 

Bugaftcrwards the Schiſm ceafed, and the 
txuth-.prevaled,, ang by the authority of the 
Emperor Valcntinian.the Elder,the evils were 
| Ropped which wight hauvegrown from ſo bad 
4 100t, and Saint Damalus remained in his 
lawtull poſſeſſion. ,Rut for all this, the bad 

and thoſe that aftefted Viſicin would nethe 
qpiet z but ſeing that they were not able to 
take away the Apoſtolical chair from Sainr 
Damaſus, they went about todefame him,and 
to, deſpoyl him of-the opinion that all had of 
his Sanity. To, this (purpoſe they ſuborted 
two Deacons called Concordius,and Calixtss, 
Peruers and wicked men, whoaccuſed himof 
diſhoneſty ,-aad that he bad committed adu!- 
tery.:But the boly Pope cauſed 4 Council to 
be aſſembled in Rome of forty Biſhops, and 
init publikely defended himſelf: and the truth 
being aucrced, and his acculers convinced of 
catymny, they, were caſt out of the boſomof 
tus Church.And to ſhut thedoor agatoſt ſuch 
like calpmnies, it was ordained in that Coune 


cil., thatthe ſama puniſhment. that was to be 


in.curzed by the accuſed in caſe the fault were 
proucd againſt kim, ſhould be inflited vpoa 
the acculcr , if bis accuſation appeared to be 
2 calumny and falſbood, There were many 


| bexsticks in the time of Saint Damaſus, who 


by new and fals opinians infe&ed,and diſtur- 
bed the peace of the'Catholick Church ,cſpc- 
cially in the Preuinces of,the Eaſt, To cut 
them vp by the root $. Damaſus perſwaded 
the great and moſt religious Emperor Theg« 
dofius (who was alſo 4 Spaniard) to gatherq 
General Council at Conſtantinople ; and ac+ 
cordingly a Council.was celebrated: in which 
were preſenta bundredand fiſty Biſhops and 
they all vnanimouſly confeiled the faith of 
the Councilof Nice, and comdemned H+ 
cedanins, and cther;hereticks. And Saint Das 
maſus confirmed what was decreed in that 
Council , which is one of the fowr General 
Councils , which Saint Gregory ſaics that bs 
1euerenced as the four Holy Goſpels. And the 
EwperorT heodofius with the Emperors Gras 
tian and Valentinian , made 4 law , whereby 
they commanded all the fubje&s of their Em 
pire to follow that Religion Which Saint Peter 
taught at Rome , and Pope Damaſus followed, 
condemning all other doffrins contrary unto ihe 
There wascelebratcdalſo in his time another 
Council in the City of Aquileia, at which 
Saint Ambroſe was preſent , who was 4gre®* 
triend of Saint Damaſvus, and helped him, a0 

ſerued him with great diligence and cate iN 
perſecuting the bereticks.anJ baniſhing them 


' out of Milan and his Diocels , wheic they 


Schiſa was cauſed in the Church of our Loxd } ad got foating by the fauor and pow! of 


Iuſtioa 


— {I-— 1oftina, mother of the Emperor Valentinian | 


Deces 
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'which he had inthe holy Scripture , that he 
might explicate them vnto him.'He gave av- 


. ment , which the holy Do&or had made, that | 


Paul : and anothet book in which he writ the 
As of the Popes vnull bis own time. The | 


Saint Damaſus, Pope. 


(who was an Artian heretick, and governed 
her fon as being vnder age ) and had don 
much harm in prejudice of our holy Religion. 
Beſides the Ciligence and care that our 
holy Pope vied in rooting out of the field of 
our Lord the cockle of herefies, he alſo en- 
deauored to take away certain abuſes which 
had been introduced into the Churchthrough 
the careleſnes ot the Prelates. And ſo he com- 
wanded that from thence forward there 
ſhould be no £x1ire- Bisbops, who were I cer» 
tain kind of Prieſts that were ancicntly in 
towns & litle villages ſor to belp & ſeruc the 
Biſhops.'But'they bad atrogated more power 
voto themſclues then belonged -vnto- them, 
and bad temerariouſly vſurped the'offices that 
ae proper to Biſhops , as to conſecrate Dea- 
cons , Subdeacrins , Nunns , C hurches , and 
Chryſm. lo 2 certain epiſtle which Saint Das 
maſus writes , he ſharpely reprehehds thole 
Biſhops , who for to avoid labour , take to 
therwſelues companions, that are rather imer- 
cenaties then Paſtors : and addes : Good Bi- 
hops and carefull Pafors.ougbt to keep their 
Alock, with the ſame care that J acth to:d bis far 
ther in lay Laban be bad had int feecing bis 
sheep,and not to caſt the charge ton others, and 
gue themſeluci to an idle lije He writ allo ro 
the Biſhops of Atrica', acucriing thera that 
reat matters , and of import ante | and the af« 
FA of Btshops could nor be neter mined Without 
the authority of the Bisbop 'of Rome. He built 
two Chuiches, ohce within thc City of Rome 
in honor of the invincible Maryr S. Laurence, 
and another out of it in the way Ardeatina 
at the Catacumbe,where he conſecrated the 
Platonia , which had been the Sepulcher ot | 


the Apoſtle Saiht Peter ; and enriched them | 
"with divers, anTcoſtly gifts. He found wany | 


bodies of Martyrs , whole {cpulchers he 111u- 
Krated with clegant verſes. He writ ſome 
works; one in vetle at the ſcpulcher of the 
Princes of the Apoſtles Saint Peter, and Saint | 


— —— 


—___ 


tiuth is, that Cardinal Baronius ,and Card» 


nal Bellarwin', and other learned, and rave | * þ 
Authors of our age , do not hold it worthy of | HE 


Saint Damaſus. He made vſe of Saint Hierow | 
to anſwer the doubts and Conſultations of all 
the Churches of Chriſtendom , who had re- 
cours to the ſea Apoſtolick,and eſteemed and 
honorcd him ſo much for his great Knowled- 
ge, and ſanRity, that himſelt being the ſu- 
preme Paſtor , & Maſter ofthe whole Church 
as if he had been bis ſcholar (1o great was his 
humility ) he propoſed to him the difficultys 


thority to the' tranſlation of the old Teſta 


| 


Tom. 2, 


of the ſeventy Interpreters hauing been com- 
monly vied in the Church vnull that time. 


982 
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Finally having moſt holily gouerned the vp... 


ſhip of Saint Peter e1ghtcen years , or ast 
fetormed Breuiary jot his Holineſs Clemeant* 
the <ighth (ates, ſeventeen years, two months, 
and fix and twenty daics ; and being now 
fouticore years old ; full of vertucs 'and me- 
its, he paſſed out ot this temporal hte to.the 
eternal, yponthe elcucnth day ofthe month 
of December, in the year of our Loid three 
hundred eightyfour ,in the raign of Theodo- 
hus the elder. He had Orders hue times, and 


inthe he made one and thirty Pricſts,celeven 
.Deacons, andfix and twenty Biſhops. He was 
buried in the Chuich which he founded: in 


the way Atdeatina , neer to his' other , and: 


one of his ſiſters. Afterwards his body was 


travſlated tothe other Church of S. Lawrence 


in Damaſus, which himielt bad built within / 


Rome. Our Lord wrought wiracles for this: 
holy Pope aficr his death , healing the fick, 
and treeing tholg that were tormented by the' 
deuils : and' whilſt he was aliuc he reftored' 
fight to 4 blind wan , that had wanted it for 


thirteen years. Of Saint Damaſusdo writeall 


the Martyrologcs, the Rowman,thoſe of Bede, 
Y ſuard; and Ado, and the'Authors that have 
written the lives of the Popes; and the Eccle- 
fiaſticall Hiſtory , and Cardinal Baronius ir 
his Annotations vpon the Martyrologe, and 
in the fourth: tome of his Annals, and the 


other Salrits } citcd in the beginniog: of this 
life; b,v41 ik vyl | l 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT LYCT, Dieu 


Virgin and Martyr. 


- HE glorious Virgin and Mar- 
S tyr Saint Lucy., was born of 
honorable , and rich patents in 
FÞ the city Syracoſa in Sicily. She 
WIE PS . was a Chnllian from her Iofan» 
cy ,and much inclined to all things of vertug 
and piety eſpecially: to conferue the purity 
of her ſoul , and to offer to God the flower 
of her Virginity, Her father bcing dead, ber 
mother , who was called Eutychia , againſt 
the will of the damzel , promiledto' marry hee 
to 4 yorg Gentleman of prime quality ,alth= 
ough a Pagan : but ſhe went on deterring it, 
and ſeeking occaſion to hinder it from taking 
effc&. And out Lord preſented her with: A 


. very fit one, by ſending her mother Eutychia 


4 long and troubleſom tlux ot blood, which 
Vyvuvyuu laſted 
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Saint Lucy , Virgin and Martyr, 


laſted her four years , without finding any re- | 


medy in Phyfſitians and medecins, At this time 
was ſpread throughout all Sicily the fawe of 
the Bleſſed Saint Agatha, who in the time 
of the Emperor Decius bad been maityred 
for Chriſt in the city of Catana , which is a- 


bout thirteen leagues diſtant from the city of. 


Syracoſa. God wrought great miracles at the 


ſepulcher of S. Agatha,and they flocked from, 


all parts to it to obtain health ; and other fa+ 
vors of ovr Lore through her interceſſicn. 


Saint Lucy counſelled her n.other , to go to; 
Catana to viſit the body of Saint Agatha, fur: 
S:thout dowutt the chould find ciuin remeny a+; 
gainſt ber infirmity , nov that, af{ buman e:7 
decins bad nothing anailed ber, They went in, 
pilgrimage to Catana, viſited. the: Church ot; 
Saint Agatha , proſtrated themſtlucs at ber, 


Sepulcher, and tnade long and devout praicr,. 
beſceching the holy Virgin with-great afic- 
Qion and many tcats, that ſhe would be plez,, 
ſed to ſuccour Eutychia in that neceſſity. 
When'they were'ptaying in this manner,s. 
Lucy was overtaken with a ſweet ſlecp, and 
I: it S. Agatha appeared vmo ber very glori- 
0vs;;and ricbly attired , and accompanied by 
3-preat pbmbet of Angels, and, with a plca; 
fantandgracioustountenance, ſajd voto, her: 
Siſter Lacy , and Virgin conſecrated to God, 
Why doeſt thou ask that of me y$vbich thou canſl 
Jo eaſily thyſelf. gitve to thy. mother., whom t 
faith has alrearty belfied, and ginen hgalth ? 4s 
the City of Catans has been 4tlpſtrated. ty.me, 
fo the City of Syracoſa sball be ennobled , and 
exalted by thee ; for by thy purity and chaſtuty 
thew baſt prepared 4 Wworthy*habitation for 
or Lord , and art 4 Temple of the Holy Gb:/t. 
At theſe words Saitit Lucy awaked, andwath 
ercat joy ſaid to her mother : Dear mother, 
You are cured: and fo it was: and both mother 
and daughter gaue; thanks to God, and the 
glorious Saint Agatha'for it; throngh whoſe 
interceſfion obt! Eord had eured Eutychia, 
They both returncd to Syracoſa, and the holy 
daughter beſought her mother that she Would 
not propoſe to ber any carnal ſpouſe or busband: 
and that the duYvry Which sbe intended 10 giue 
het, marrying ber v0 4 mortal, and earthly man. 
she Would giue'it hor to employ in the ſermce of 
the beauenly and immortal ſpon(e' , Which rhe 
hat made choice of:It ſeemed hard to Eutychia 
to deſpoyl herſelf of her goods; afid to giue 
them to ber,whilſt ſhe was alive , and there- 
fore deſired her daughtcr that ſhe would ex- 
ſpet a while vatill ſhe had cloſed her cyes, 


and after her death ſhe might diſpoſe of all as | 


ſhe pleaſed. But the holy damzel told her , 
that the alms deeds Wbich are don after deati 


are not ſo acceptable to God, as thoſe that atc\ 


don Whilſt Ye are aline: for that in death We 
leaue that which Ye can not carry along With vs, 
but in life we gine aYay that Which ye might 
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in. And Saint Lucy ſaid ſo much to her mo. 
ther , that ſhe perſwaded her togiuc her her 
dowry : and ſhe beganto ſell it, andto diftri. 
bute 1t with a large hand to the poor. The 
Gentleman , with whom her mother had a. 
greed to marry; her , came to know this, and 
although at the fizſt when it was told him. he 
belieued that ber ſelling of jewels , and other 
things of ſmall yalue , was to purchaſe ſone 
rich and, more, profitable inheritance : yet 
aſter that bg vnderſtood the truth, that Saint 
Lycy wasa Chriſtian, and gaue all her goods, 
to the paar,, he conceived A. great rage and 
' hatred againſt her, and accuſed ber before the 
Prefe@ called Paſchaſins , as & (orcereſs , and 4 
ſacrilegious perſon , and an enemy of the Go1g 
of the Roman Empire.The Preſident comman. 
ded her to be.callcd , and, having ber in bis 
preſence , he endeauored by fair words to 


 perſwade her to leauc the vain ſuperſtition 


of the Chriſtians, and to ſacrifice to the Gods: 


' but his words found no. entrance into the 


couragious breaft of the holy Virgin. But ra- 
ther with Do ſpirit and freedom the anſyes 
red him , that the zrze ſacrifice , and Fleafing 
God , Was to wiſit N4idoVvi. and orphans , and 
miſerable perſons , and to comfort them in theit 


| affiiflions , and: tbat 5he bad emplocd herſelf 


three years in this ſacrifice ; diftyi wiing to.tht 
poor that Which, che had ,and that nov sht had 


. nothing left to give but her 08. perſon : Which 
| #be tefaed io off.er up as A Perpotndl lining [i 


crifice wnto.God. And. Paſ cbafius tclling ber, 
that theſe Were dreams .and foud imaginations 
of the Chriſtians , and foolish Words , nat ty be 
ſpoken to bim , aud that be. showld obſerne the 
ancient Religion, and the commands of the Ems 


| perors : Saint Lucy with wondertall conſtans 


cy anſwered him : Thow keepeſt the Igws of thi 
Princes,, and 7} thoſe of my God, Thou fear 
the Emperors of the earth , and 1 the Empenut 
of heanen. Fhou Wwitſh not offend 4 mortal mon, 
and I. ill not offeni the immortal King, Thos 
defareft to plegſe thy Lord , and 1 my creatar. 
Thou doeſt that. Ybich thou thinkeſ} to be god 
for. hee ,and F, co that Which T judge to be con 
wenient for me. Do not-Seary thy ſelf, nor think; 
that thou canſs be able by tby reaſons to ſeparate 
me from the, lowe of my Lord 1e/us Chriſt, The 
Prete&t was enraged , and converting his firſt 
and teigned kindnes into rage and tury., bc 
gaue reproachful language to.the holy dam- 
zel, treating her like a lewd woman, and one 
that had waſted her patrimony in living badl- 
ly. Here SaintLucy ſaid to him : have pw 
my patrimony in 4 ſecure place: andbane eu! 
deteſted thoſe that corrupt, and infetl ſouls, /ucb 
as yor are: ſeing that you Would perſvane vs 10 


| 


leaue our Creator, and true Spoyſe Tejus Chil ; 
al 


enjoy : and that be that goes by night, , ought — 
to carry the torch before him that it may vine 
bim light , and that he may ſee the yay be £oes Draw 

ZR, 


Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr. 

—- and to commit adultery With the creatures , as 
- doring them , gnd bolding them for true Gods : 

PeceM" 7 —þawe alſo shunned the conwerſation of thoſe 
Wt bat corrupt bodies: Who gimue themſelues toplea- 


934 
not be alle to moue mz from the-plage Where 1 
am. The Iludge commanded much wood , re-»——: 
tia ,and oyl to be put round about the Saint, ,_ £3* _ 
and all to be fet on fire to. burn her. But ſhe, "505% 
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ſures of the flesb , and inguifed in them , and 
captiued , and enſlaued to their filthy paſſians, 
preferr & foul and short pleaſure before pure, 
and eternal delights. This multitude of Words 
(ſaid Paſchaſius) YÞ ceaſe , when Ye (ball come 
to Howes. The Words of God( replied S. Lucy): 
can not fail ror be wanting to thoſe that are the. 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, as are all thoſe that 
remerence kim as they ought , and line chaſtly. 
7f it be ſo (ſaid the Iudge) F Will cauſe thee to 
be carried 10 & publick, Fewes, that there thou 
maiſt looje thy chaſlity, and this boly ſpirit may 
fly from thee Wbo (thou ſajeſt;) 35 juch 4 loner 
of thoſe that keep their chaſlity., Chaſlity is not 
bft (replied the holy Virgin! ) nor 4s the body 
d:filed, Yithout. the conſent of the ſoul. «And if 
thou 1houldeſt put incens into wy band, and by 
force sbouldeſk make me caſt it into the fire to 
Jacrifice to thy Gods, the true God Who ſes it, 
ould mock at it : and ſo} jay wnto thee , that 
if thou thouldeſt pretend to make me loſe my cha- 
flity, I should hare two crovns in beauen: one 


for chaſtity. and another for bauing ſuffered vid- - 


tence in the defence of my chaſtity, In fine the 
wicked Iudge commanded the holy Virgin 
to,be carried to that deteſtable , and filthy 
houſe. There flocked together 4 great mul- 
titude of people, and of laſcivious and ſenſual 
yong men, who thought to make a prize of 
the moſt pure Virgin. They, laid bands on her 
to. carry her away: but (.0 the power of God) 
our Lord made her ſo immoucable , that no 
force of men , not ropes , not. yokes of oxen 
which they brovught , were able to moue her 
from the place where ſhe was, The Prefe 
attributed the divin, vertue to the power of 
the deuil , and: believed that Saint Lucy as 4 
witch, and 3 ſotceteſs,defended heiſelf againſt 
his power ; ſeing. that ſhe, being a woman, 
and 4 weak one too, did refift ſo many ſtout 
and ſtrong wen , who with all their forces 
ehdeauored to moue her, but could rot. 

He commanded his enchanters,and Necro- 
mancers to be called, to vadoe thoſe witch- 
crafts ;and they did their office , and vſed all 
their diabolical arts , but in vain. Paſchafius 
was amazed, and as it were out of himſelf, 
roared like a Lion , ſcing himſelf overcome 
by a delicate datnzel. And the holy Virgin 
turning towards him , ſaid vato him : Why 
Hdoeft thou trouble , and torment thyſelf ? If 
thou knoweſt that F am the Temple of God, 
telieue it : and if thow art not yet aſiured of it, 
Wake other proofs wntill that thou doeſt acknow- 
ledge it. They are not witchcrafts , nor is it the 
dewil that makes me immoncable , but the ſpi- 
1it of God , Who being lodged in my ſoul , can 
make me ſo Frong , that all the world should 


| 


as if (be had been in 3 garden of pleaſure and 
delight, remained ſafe ,and without receiving 
any harm from the fire , and (aid vato the 
ludge : 7 hawe beſought my Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
that this fire may not burt me , and that be 
Yould pol 
the faithful may be ſtrengthened intbeir faith, 
and may not fear thy torments, and the Infidels 
may be con/ounded , ſeing how litle they are able, 
to do againſt the ſeruants of the moſt High. 
The Iudge. commanded a {word to berun 
through her throat: and the bleſſed Virgin be- 
ing wounded to death , prayed as longas ſhe 
would, and ſpoke as wuch as ſhe pleaſed to 
the Chriſtians that were preſent, bidding them 
be of good comfort , for that sbotly the Church 
ibould baue peace, and the Emperors that made 
Yar againſt it , sbould leaue their command an 


ber fifter Saint. «Agatha for their patroneſs., ſo 
she sbould be the patroneſs of Syracoſa. , if it 
Yould conuent itſelf to the faith of Chriſt. And 
to the end that the judgerpent of God th 
juſt judge , wight be ſeen vpon vnjult and 
peruers judges, Saint Lucy being ſurrounde 
with fire, and wounded , and ſhedding her 
pretious blood,and with admirable ſweetnes, 
and divin conſtancy , animating , and come 
forting the Chriſtians ;at-the ſawetime-the 
Sicilians laid hold of Paſchafius ; and loaded 
higa with.chains , as 4 robber. and deſtroyer 
of all that Province, and lead bias by in-the 
fight of the holy Virgin : and being accuſed 
at Rome, he was condemned to dy. $, Lucy 
after ſhe had received the moſt ſacred body of 
our Lord from the hand of the Prieſts; who 
ſecretely brought it vato her, ſhe gaue vp 
her bleſſed ſoul to God, Her body was buried 
in the ſame City of Syracoſa, where at pre- 
ſeat ſhe has two Churches: one very ſumpp 
tuous without the city in the place of her 
Martyrdom ; and an other within it. Her body 

remained many years at Syracoſa , and God 
qut Lord did great favors; through her inter- 
ceſſion , to the faithtull who recommended 
themſclues vnto her. From thence it was car- 
ried to Conſtantinople; and from Conſtan- 
tinople , afterwards in proceſs oftime it was 
tranſlated to Venice, where it is held in great 
Veneration, 

The Martyrdom of Saint Lucy was vpon 
the thirteenth of December ( on which the 
boly Church celebrates. het feaſt ) in the 
end of the Empire of Diocletian ,and Maxi- 
mian: whoas the ſame Saint had prophefied) 
yoluntarily deprived themſelues of the com- 
wand and foucrainety, which they had and. 


| afterwards by the juſt judgement of God died 
miſe- 


my eAartyrdom , to the end that 


ſoner ainty : and that as the city of Catata bad 
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Saint, Euſebius Bishop of Vercells, Martyr. 


miſeraby. Of Saint Lucy do write the Marty- 
rologes , the Roman ; thoſe of Bede , Y ſuatd, 


Dzceu- and Ado ,and Cardinal Baronius in his An- 
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notations ypon the Martyrologe, and in the 
end of the ſecond Tome of his Annals : and 
in the fixth tome of Surius the ſtory of her 
life and Mattyrdom is taken out of very an- 
cient, and authentical books; and out of theſe 
authors this life is colleRed. 

This worthy Virgin is taken for an aduo- 
Cate for the fight, and ſhe is commonly pain- 
ted with ber eyes in a diſh , which ſhe holds 
in her hands. The cauſe of painting her thus, 
her ſtory does not recount : nor alſo that ſhe 
plucked out her eyes to deliver herſelt from 
4 laſcivious yong man who perſecuted her , as 
ſome do write. And Pratum Spiritual? or the 
ſpiritual medow , which js an ancient book, 
and of good authority , attributes this a& to 
A certain damzel of Alexandria. But we baue 
daily experiepce of new gratcs and fauors 


"Which our Lord does thoſe that haue ſore 


eyes , and deuoutly recominend themſclues 
to Saint Lucys And ſo we all ought to bave 


oreat 'deuotion to her,not only that ſhe would | 
defend by means of her prajers our corporal 


ſight, butalſo much more that ſhe would ob. 
tain for vs ſpiritoal and eternall fight. Dotor 
Iohn Eckivs , a learned and grave man ofour 
times, writes , thatS. Lucy, and S. Lavrenice 
are Aduocates againſt fire. | 
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THE LIFE- OF S. EVSEBIVS, 
Bishop of Vercells , Martyr. 
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| HE life of Saint Euſebius, Biſhop of 
| Vercells, Which is a City in Lombar- 
, &y , we Will take out of that which 
was printed a few yearsago, by Order of the 
Biſhop of that Church Jobz Francis Bunko- 
21iss , and out of tht which Vincent of Be- 
2uuais recconts in his Hiſtory , and F. Lau- 
rence Surius in his tourth tome, and out of 
that which Cardinal. Baronius writes in his 
Annotations ypon the Roman Martyrologe, 
ard in the thug, and fourth tome of his An» 
nals : and is as followes. | 
Evſcbius,a Grecian by natron, being Pope, 
who began his Papal raign in the year of our 
Lord three hundred and nine , there came 
from Sardinia to Rome 4 certain noble and 
honorable woman called Reſtiteta, and bro- 
ugbt with ber & ſon of hers, and offered him 
to the holy Pope Euſcbius', beſceching him 


that he would take him vnder his proteRion 
and comwand him fo be brought vp, and to 
be inſtructed in all vertue. 
baptized him , and called 
natne Ew/etins , and before that he baptized 
him, had a reuclation how famous 4 wan he 
wasto be: and they ſay that the An els them» \ 
ſelues took him out of the waters of Baptiſm 
The holy Pope commanded hirii to be educa. 
ted & inſtruSed in good learning , and verty< 


' ous manners:and his education was ſuch, thar 


through Gods grace, and his own preat wit 
and induſtry he came in time to be 3 light of 
the Catholick Church, a moſt holy Monk, 


. anda moſt exccllent Prelate, atrd 4 counter. 


poilon and wallet of the Atrian Hereticks. 

trom whom he .ſutfcred moft grievous perſe- 

cutions for pur holy Religion, He ſoexcelled 

in chaltity , that he was alwaics a Virgin, and 
the more warily to preſeruc his Virginal pu- 
rity he would never kiſs in the face cen his 
own mother:and 4 certain diſhoneſt woman 

who went about to ſtain the chaſtity of Eu- 

febius, could act in all thenight find his lod-- 
ging, the Angels ttill diucrting her from it, 

and in the morning acknowledging her fault, 

ſhe caſt hertelt athis fret, ang asked him pate 
don- He tock the habit of # Monk , and was 
choſen Biſhop of Uercells (which at that 
time was a Chatch of great authority) and 
he did not tor this lay atide the holy exerciſes 
of the Monaſtery , but as S. Ambroſe writes 
praiſing him very wuch, be was the fiſt is 
Italy that knew bow to joyn tht petnance of 
«Monks |, With the digttity atid otcupation of 
Cheigy-men , as Saint Martin did in France, 
and S. Avguſiin inf Aﬀrica;At this time the Ars 
rian berety , by the fauor of the Empeiot 
Conſtantius , fon to Conſtantin the Great, 
like a dreadtull fire burnt vpall the Provinces 
of the Eaſt , and threatned allo thoſe of the 
Weſt. The Arrian Hereticks then ſing ,that 
Evuſcbitis was nominated for Biſhop of Uct: 
cells, they went about tohindet his entrance, 

that be might not fit in that chair; and to 
this purpole ſtrongly made faſt the doors of 
the Cathedral Church ; but the Saint by his 
praters opened them, falling down vpon his 
knees before the Church , and ſo took pol+ 

icon of it, Liberius Pope preſided at that 


timein the chair of S. Peter, and defiring to 


quench the fire that burned , and euery day 
increaſed more and more , he ſent 4 ſolemn 
embaſly to the Emperor Conſtantius, beſec- 
ching bim to think good, that 4 Countil,chould 
be aſsembled in «Milan , and that in it shoutd 
be treated of gining quiet and tranquillity to 
the Catbolitk Church , that vas ſo troubled by 
the contrary winds of new and fals opinions that 
bad rijen wp. And Euſcbius being 4 wan of 


| ki own SanGtity,and authority , Liberius writ 
a letter to him , commanding -hiw to go 10 + 


the 


Euſebivus did ſo, Va | 
bim by his own = 
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Saint Euſebius, Bishop of Vercells, Martyr. 


{ ___. the Emperor with this embaſſage, in the com- 
1] 15- pany of his Legats, toprocure the peace :nd 
. I Dscew- quict of the holy Catholick Church. Evuſe+ | without ſaying @ Ford, and (ome dates that they, 
z£R bius without having any regard to his years, | treared me wery hardly, J heved the courage 
the Jabor , or the danger, obcyed the com» | vith which F received their injuries, by not ſpea- 
wand of Liberius ,and obtained of Conſtan- | king 4 Word wats them. And alterwards he 
| tius what he defired, ACouncil was afſembled | goes on giuing anaccount of the letter which 
at Milan,to which the Emperor bimſeltcame, | be writ to Patrophilus,in which he giucs him 
and the Arrian Biſhops armed with his fauor, | the reaſon why he would not eat of that 
and tury,cndeauored to have Athanaſius con- | which he ſenthim , & ſignifies the cruelty thar 
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nothing ,nor can do nothing, deliuering vp my 


Lody wnto them 8s to bangmen ahdexcentioners ——* 
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demned, ( who was the greateſt enemy that 
they had , and whom they hated moſt y and 
they decerucd, and peruerted certain of the 
Catholicks,*but could nat overcome our Eu- 
ſcbius, and draw him to their will : aad ſo 
they twined their ſury againſt him , and bani- 
ſhed him ,, and caſt him out of his Cahvuich, 
together with Lucifer Bilbop of Calaris.in 
Sardinia, and Paxlirus Bilbop of Ticuers , 
and Denys Biſhop of Milan , who would not 
conſent to,and approue the condemnation of 
Athanaſius. TheBiſhops being baniſhed, great 
was the lamentation of all the Catholicks, 
who took great pity of them , and (uccoured 
them with their means, and by whereſocuer 
they paſſed , lodged aud entertained them as 
boly Prelates , and Confeiſors of Chriſt who 
ſuffered for his holy Faith.But ſetting afide the 
reſt (whoſe lives we do not here: write ) our 
Euſebius arrived at Scythople, the place ot his 
baniſhment , and fell into the hands efan Ar- 
rian Biſhop ,called Patrophilus , who on the 
one ſide was the moſt ſabtil , and 'obſtinate 
herctick of them all , anJ on the otticr fide 
Wasa mani( if he:may' be called 4'man) fo 
cruel ang barbarous that he tuok Euſebius, & 
calt him into priſon,and treated him ſo hardly 
in it, that many daics he had nothing toeat,to 
the end . that he-ſhould dy of hunger, or 
e]s cat of the meats that he gaue him, preten- 
ding in caſe he did eat of thera to publiſh, 
that Euſebius had now yeelded. vp himſelf, 
and was of the ſame opinion with him-;and 
by this means to deceiue the Catholicks , but 
if he did not cat, and ſhould dy , to giue out 
that he. was dead of deſpair, But Euſebius 
would not cat of the meats of the hereticks, 
that he mightnot do harm to the Catholicks, 
and he writ a letter to Patrophilus worthy 
of. his fanCtity , and conſtancy , aducruting 
him , that if be showld oy of banger in the pri- 
Jon ; a} the world should know, that be bail kil- 
lid him , and that himſelf had not been the au- 
#bor of biz:ovn death :-and together he writ 
another epiltle to his ownChurch of Vercells, 
comforting his flock, and exhorting, and ani- 
mating them to dy for the Catholick faith, 
and recounting vato them what he had ſuffe. 
zed {or it, and amongſt others he laiesthele 
words vnto them: tve bereticks ſay many things 
unto me , and boaſt of their power , but 1 haze 
endeauoredto sheiw them, that they neither are 
Tom. 2, 


| theArrian Hereticks vicd towards him & ſaies 


that tbey Were more crael then the beathens and 
Pagans, who perſecuted the boly xMartyrs : lo 
rudely was the Saint handled by them. For. 
having tried his conſtancy ; and eadeauored 
to periwade him to yceld and to- conſent to 
their pethdiouſnes-; and not being able t2 
make any breach in his ſacred: breaſt , by 2 
great impicty they dragged him by the fect 
down 4 pair ofſtairs: and asking bim again 
& oſten the ſame thing;and he anſwering that 
which he had anſwered before, they drag red, 
bim down fo matty times ( as ſaies $, Maximus 
1Q 4 ſcimon) as vere the times that he denied 


that be Would conſent to them, And, (as Saint 


Hierom writes )*o torment bimand to make 
him ſuffer the more, they ſent/him fram Scy- 
thopolis to Cappadocia into baniſhment, 
and cycn from thence they carried him into 
the vpper Thebais of Egypt. Buthby thedeath 
of Gonitantius , he was freed,oug of the 
hands of the Arrians,and went to Akexandria, 
where Saint Athanaſins (who had becn reſto- 
red to his Church)gathered a Council ; and 
fromthence to Antioch , tocompoſe certain 
Ecelefiaſtical contraugrifies that ; =: theres 
And by Qrder of the Council celebrated at 
Alexandria , arid of Libecius Pope, he went 
viſiting the Churches of the Eaſt\ which by 
the tempeſt of the Arrians were fala down, 
Catholick Paſtors in-them / anid'te 
the hereticks, And the holy Biſhop 
ended this bufines with great zeali@v 
lancy , he returned into ltaly:, agd'w 
receigedas 4 moR gloriovs Conſefle 
valiant Champion of Chriſt, the 


and ruinated , to raiſe them vp, arid toput . 
poſe .”. 


. + 
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laying afide at his coming (as Saint 'Hicrom 


laies )-the mourning: apparel whicty' before 
they did wears In Jaly hedid the ſame office 
of Prieſt 2nd Phyhtian , that he -ha& dow ia 
the Eaft, viſiting and recreating the Churches, 
to the incredible joy, and fruit of the Catho-» 
licks, and to the grief of the hereticks: by 
whom in the end ( as it is (aid in his If7 latt 
printed,and Cardinal Baronius relates alſo) 
he was firkt dragged, afterwards afflifted with 
divers tormeants, and Roned ,'and+his head n 
and whotc body being broken! irrpeeces he ' 
glociouſly ended his cours, and being now 
about tourſcore years old, he gave vp his ſpirit 
to' our Lord, for whoſe glory he had fought, 
XXXAXKE ip the 
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Saint, Euſebius Bishop of Vercells, Martyr. 


teenth of December , and cight daics beſo 

our Lords Nativity , this teat ſhould beods. = 
brated with all ſolemnity poſlible. Eſpecially Decry- 
(cing that certain Councils had decreed, that tn. 


in the year of our Saluation three hundred 

I5. ſeuenty one,Valentinian, and Valens his bro- 
D=ctu- ther being Emperors: This is ſaid in his life, 
'BER. and for this cauſe many call him with tull 


mouth 4 «Martyr :and this title the Roman 
Martyrologe giues him ( on the firſt of Au- 
euſt) and other ancients alſo , and the Epi- 
taph wiiiten vpon his tomb, and laſtly the 
Breviary of Clement the eighth. The truth 
is, that Saint Ambroſe, and other Saints, call 
Euſebius-only 4 Confeſſor ,and do not make 
mention of this kind of death we baue here 
related. Saint Gregory recounts certain mira- 
cles of Saint Euſebius after his death , and 
particularly in curing perſons polleſſed by 
the devil, and in quenching ot fre &bindring 
the houſe of the lame Saint Gregory from be- 
itg burnt, for that the Relicks of Saint Eus 
ſebius were there. The Rowan Maityrologe 
puts the day of his Martyrdom vpon the firſt 
of Auguſt; and vpon the ſame day do make 


mention of himthe other Martyrologes , of 
Bede, Yſvard ; and Ado : although the tefor-. 
med Breviary of Clement the eighth come | 


mands a commemoration to be made of him 


vpon the fiſteenth of December , and for this | 


regard ye put him here. | 
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THE FEAST"0F" THE EX- 
fefation of the delinery of our Lady, by 
another name called the Feaſt of the 0. 


| 


— —— 


in Lent, which 1s I time of taſting and Pens 
nance, no feaſts of Martyrs (which were the 
only teaſts that were in thoſe daies oblerued) 
ſhould be celebrated, and that the Annuncia. 
tion alwaies fell in Lent 7 and that as the 
Council there faies, this faſt was alread 
kept in certain particular Churches of Spain, 
This Council was celebrated in the ejohth 
year of King Recenſuinthus, and it was the 
laſt of the Archbiſhoprick of Eugenius, whom 
Saint Ildefonſus ſucceeded : who having dif. 
puted with , and convinced , and baniſhed 
ccrtain hereticks , who put i ſtain vpon the 
purity of the Virgin, whom the faid Biſhop 
defended with great devotion, learning , and 
courape , he ordained , that this feaſt of the 
Annuntiation of the Uirgin , ſhould be cele. 
brated vnder the title of the ZxſpeHation of 
her delivery. T his _ is alſo called our La- 
ay's of the O , becauſe from the firſt Ueſpersof 
it, are begun to be ſaid inthe divin office at 
Magnificat certain'Antiphons, which begin 
with 0, vntill the Veſpers of the Nativity: 
and for a paiticular ceremony of the holy 
Church of Toledo. For the praict of the Yel- 
pers ofthe feaſt ofthe ExſpeRtation being ſaid, 
all the Ecclchiaſticks that afliſt in the Quire, 
without Order, or conſort; pronouncing this 
letter O,to- denote the great and anxiousde- 
fire, which. the holy Fathers in Lymbus; and 
all the. warld had of the comming and birthof / 
their vniverſal Repairer , and Redecmer, 
For immediately fo ſoon as man was faln, 
and badcatcn of the forbidden fruit , andby 
his difobedicrice had condemned all his poſte« 


13, rity ,and all his children that were tobe born 
Decems Rb UV - TE -... | of him: our Lord out of his immens bounty 
BER, SR: N tbc. A;chbiſhoprick of To* | and clemency , gave him hopes of a remedy, 


TRI ledo , and in-another Chur- 
LS; chcs of Spain, vpon the cigh- 
=: ticnth of December is ccle- 
brated the Feaſt of the-Ex+ 
_—— !: ſpectation of the delivery of 
the: moſt :facred. Ungin- Mary , our Queen : 
which was inſtituted ynder the name. of the 
Avnunciation of our Lady inthe tenth Couns 
cil of Toledo. For the holy Fathers, that were 
aflewbled in. that Council ,, confidering the 
rift odligation that all we, Chriſtians have, 
to ſoletnnize- that happy ard bleſſed day -,in 
which thettcrnal Word clothed himfclt with 
our ficſh, in the moſt pure womb of the Vir- 
gin,-which was vpon the five and twentith 
of March« and that becauſe the Churcb com- 
monly-about that time being taken vp in la- 
menting the paſſion ot our Lord, can not ce» 
lebrate it with that joy and cxvltation which 
is fitting : they ordained-that-vpon the cigh» 


when: he faid 'to the ſerpent theſe words : 
Gen, 3: 1 vill put enmity between thee, andthe 
Yoman , and betvixt ber ſeed, and thy ſeed: and 
shee shall break in peeces thy bead, and thou 
shalt ly in Wait for her beele : That is , thou 
Shalt ſet ſnares in all theyr paths, and way% 
This ſentence of God; pronounced againſt 
the devil , was after that general fall, the fuſt 
light , and the fuſt grace , and pledge of hope, 
which the divin goodnes gave to the wor 

and eſpecially to thote , who were mutthe* 
thers of their children , before they were 
their parents, Who by this promis of God, vn- 
derſtood , that the fruit of 4 woman, their 
davghter ,wasto confound the deuil , and to 
repair the damrrages of their diſobedience, 
& to reſtore to mankind, that which through 
their fault it had loſt : and began to defire,and 
to ask of our Lord very anxiouſly , that he 


would hbaſtcn , and accelcrate this remedy- 
: Aﬀtct- 


The Expe&ation of our Lady. 


1 Afterwards our Lord gaue other ſigns, and 
Fg redovbled his promiſes: inſomuch, that all the 


Sunts , and triends of God , vndcritood this 
incomparable fauor , wbich God would do 
markind : and exccedingly defired to fre tha! 
bappy day , in which he was to be born that 
God had promiſed, and would ſcnd, toenno 

ble , and repait the world, and to deliver 
it trom the heauy yoke of the tyranny of Sa- 
than , who held irtcaptiue, For this cauſc our 
Saviour ſpeaking to his diſciples (aid : Bleſsed 
are the eyes that ſee that which you ſee; for many 
Kings and Prophets difared to ſee it, and couls 
not obtain it. For the ſame cauſc he told the 
Jews, that .Abrabam bad defired to ſee bis day, 
ans that he did ſee it , and rejoyced when be ſa 
it, For this , the Patriarch lacob, in the laſt 
benediftion, which when he was ready tody, 
he gaue his children, faid: The ſcepter sball 
not be taken from ua , nor 4 Captain fail of 
bis race and family , wntill that be come Wbd is 
to be ſent , aud be shall be the Eſþefation of all 
nations, And he addes : 7 Will exfpef7 6 Lora 
your ſaluation and your Saniour.For this, Moy- 
ſes, when God appeared to himin the deſert, 
and commanded him to go into Egypt to de- 
liver his people , ſaid vnto God : 7 beſeech 
thee , © Lord that thou Wouldeſt ſend bim , 
whom thou art to fend Ovut ot this lame defire 
Dawnd cryed out : Stix wp thy power , # Lord, 


and come to ſaue ts. Arid his ſon the wite Salo» 


mon , ſpeaking of the eternal Yiſedom;*thatis 
Jeſus Chi, the only begotten ſon'of God, 
faid : ſend it, 6 Lord from thy boly bedwens , and 
from the throne of thy greatnes and «Majeſty, 
that it may be With me , and may labour With 
me, This ſame defire did Tobias manifeRt , 
when at the hour of his death he ſaid : Bleſs 
our Lord, 6 my 'oul , for be Will delewer Teruſa- 
lem out of all its tribulations. And he addcd : 
0 bow happy . and ho bleſſed sbould 1 be. if any 
one of my lite , and of my children sh.#:4"line 
fo (ce the clarity and glory of Teruſaletn When 
God sball viſit it, For this the Prophet Eſay 

cryed out, and fighing laid :/end , 6 Lord,that 
moſt innocent lamb , that is to tle the Whole 
World: And converting hiu.ſelt totheheavens, 


and ſpeaking to them , he ſaid : 0 ye beawens, | 


fentl your dew from on-bigh , andlet the clouds 
ratn the juſt , let the earth be opened , and bud 


. fartk'2'Saniour , and ler juſtice ſpring vp with 


bim. And in another place inflamed, and bur- 
ning with this defire ; it feewing to htm that 
etrLotd delayed mich his comiug, with a hc- 
arty aftcQion , and arixious fighs, ſpeaking to 


our-Lord he faid 0 that thou Wouldeſt break. 


the heauens ,6 Lord, antiwould?} d8ſ:end, ana 
reſolne to come fur tb< itt, Finally all the Patri- 
archs begged of God with deep ſighs the co» 
ming of our Saviour, Allthe Prophets promi® 


ſed him, and repreſented him with various | 


bygures, All the Saints of the old Teſtament 


longed for him. All nations deſixed him: and 
tor this the Prophet Aggeusca'ls him, che deſe- 
redof all nations : Et weniet deſid:ratu: cunttis 
gentibus , {7 implebo domam iſtam glorts , 
uucit Dominas exercatuum. The deſires of all 
nations zball come, and With his preſence thall 
iluſirate,and fill this temple Worth glory , ſaies 
the Lord of «Armys. And 10 it is no maruel , 
that at the time that this Lord was to be 
be born , and to enjoy the air of this life ,to 
accompliſh the dchres of all his ſeryaats: at 
the time that this light of the world was to 
come out of the womb of his blefſed mother, 
to illuminate the world , all the creatures 
ſhould be inſuſpens, and longing for this moſt 
happy birth , on wh:ch depended the tumm 
of their ſalvation, andeternal happines. Nor 
can we wonder that the holy Church ſhould 


keep a paiticular feaſt, and put vsin mind of 


the ExſpeQation , and anxiety with which 
the whole vnivers attended the delivery of 


the Virgin : to: the end that hereby we may- 


vnderſtand, the deuotion , joy , and thank(- 
giving , with which we ought to celebrate 
it;;ahd recciuc it. x 

Butifall the other Saints and Prophets, had 
ſuch a great thirſt after this fountain of life, 
and out of an exceſſiue defire of his coming, 
fo exclame( and cryed ont to God: what ſhall 
we think that ſhe did; who was more holy 
then them all, and had more light from hea- 


' vento know ,andefteem this ſouerain benefits 


and more charity to defire the' remedy of all 
out lofles ; and miniſeries ? what did ſhe who 
knew, that he whom ſhe carried' in her ſacred 
wothb was het true ſont, and of het atone, and 
alſo the only begotten of the eterbal Father ? 
And that now approched that happy day / in 
which ſhe was to bring forth ; and to ſhew 
to the world , its reformet; its Sauiour , its 
life , its glory , and all its happines ? How 

was her ſpirit melted into joy , and jubilee, ſe- 
ing now to be' heard the groans of all ages, 
and'nations, and'the petitions and prajer9of 
the Iuſt : and the continual ſupp $ and 
tears, wich which ſhe had moſt-bembly be» 
ſought our Lord, that be would delay no 

ger to come ,and to manifeſt himlelt clothed 
with our fleſh, tothe end to giue ſpirit to car- 

nal men , and to make them the children of 
God? How abſorpt, and tranſported out of 

herfclf was this Lady, contemplating this my*« 

ſery?what lights? what ſplendors? what rays 

illdwmated her cleer voderſtanding ? what 

ardors t what — what flames did ſet on 

fire ber” moſt pure will ? what languiſhings, 

and exultations, and reſentments of loue did 

her heart ſuffer, with the hopes cf her ſpeedy 

and facred delivery? For ſhe neither teared 

the dolours , nor bad'fuccels, nor the other 

ouſeries, which other women with child fear 


in the bringing forth of their childien. She 


defied 
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' Saint Thomas , Apoſtle. 


defired with an incredible defire now to ſee 
bim, that ſhe might adore him as her God, re« 
verence him as ber Lord, and ewbrace him, 
and kiſs himas her woſt dear fon: This is the 
Feaſt of the Exſpef ation of the deltuery of the 
Tirgin , which this daythe Church celebra- 
tes , and we ought to celebrate it with ſpecial 
joy and dcuotion, 
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THE LIFE OF S. THOMAS, 
Apoſtle. 


AINT Thowas was fot, his 
6 counticy 4 Galilcan ,, 4 poor 
F fſterwan;and one of the twelue 
Apoliles , whom God our Logd 
>. made choice of to be preachers 
of his Ghoſpel, and conquerors of the world, 
And it ſeemes that be was one of the chief A- 
poltles, ſeing that the holy Church in the Cas 
non of the Maſs, and in the Litanies puts him 
immediately atter Saint Iohn, and in the fitth 
place, That which w;e find concerning this 
glorious apotic the holy Ghoſpel, is firſt 
of all. thatwhen Chtilt our Lord was minded 
to return into ludea to. raiſe Lazarus to life, 
the other diſciples ſaying vntg him that he 
fhould not go, but that, he 5howld remember , 
tbat 4 litle before the Tewes Yould bane floned 
him :Saint-Themas alone with great courage 
faid : Let ws-go alſo ,and dy Yith bim : which 
iz a fipn of the great loue; which he had to+ 
wards his-diuin Mzjclty , ſgog that he was 
williog; to.lay-down his lite for him ; god of 
his great conſtancy and fortitude. For thoſe 
words are not the words of one that feared,, 
but of-onc that loued : not-of. one that was 
diſmayed, but of one. that did animate the reſt: 
not of one that belicucd litle , but otpne that, 
confided-myuch, Aiter this 1n the night of the 
fupper, our-Lord hauing ordained his Apo: 


Niles Prieſts; and communicated them ., .and 


making them after ſuppex. that moſi,ſweet , 
and: moſt -Jouing Sermon, ,, amongſt | other 
things he told them, that be vent 10 prepare. 4 
place for them, and that; they knew the Yay ty 
which be went : here Saint Thomas ſhewing 
the - defire which he bad. to know , and:to 
profit, laid : Lord , we:knowv, not Whither thou 
goeſt, bow ts it poſſible that, ye 1bould know: the 
a5? And vpon uccaſiun ot this Queſtion our 
$autour anſwered 4 marvue][ous, & moſt (weet 
ſentence , and ot great; conſolation to all the 
faithtull: Fam (laics he )the Way,the truth, and 
the lite. Fox (a8 S, Cyril faics ) Chriſt is the yoy 


| tows teaching vs that Which we 082 bt to do: be >. | 
rs the truth , Which vith the light of faith ily. 21s 


| 


minates vs: and beis the lite Which [and#ifi , Prcats 
BER, 


US. And ( as Saint Leo Pope ſaies ) be it the 
ay of bolyconuerſation , and the truth of givin 
dothrin , and the life of eternal bleſsednes. And 
( as Saint Bernard ſajes ) he #5 the Yay in his 
example , and the truth in bis premiſe , and the 
lafetn bis reeard, He is the Way of begtamer; 
a4 the truth of proficients, ani the lite of the 
perfefi,And (as S. Augultia faics) according to 
the buman nature be is the way; and BLONNEGD 
to the diwin, be is the truth, and life. Beſides 
this ypon the very day 6t the ReſarreQion of 
ourLord, the other Apoſtles being aſſembled 
together; our Lord appeared vnto'them, and 
ſhewed them his wounds, giuing them toyn- 
derſtand, that he was the very fame who ha4 
before treated, and conuerſed with them, and 
that he was now riſen again to life, S. Tho- 
mas wasnot atthis vition , for he was abſent 
(the cauſe is not known.) But when he re« 
turned, and vnderitood of the Apoſtles, how 
Chiiſt our Lord had appearcd vnto them, 
alive, trivwphing , an glorious, and withthe 
marks of che wounds which he had iuffered 
on the croſs, reſplendent and beautifull:Thos 
mas faies theſe words , recorded by the Euan- 
geliſt S, Ioha : 7f 7 3bell not jee With my wes 
the wounds of the nails in his hands, andthruſ 
theſe my fingers int- them,and if 1 hall not put 
my band into bir fade , I will not belieue that it 
is be ., nor that be is riſen aggin* The which 
words,..'tis true that ſome holy Doors, to 
exculc Saint Thomas, haue endeauorcd fauoe 
rably to interpret : as Saint Ambrole ,who 
laies , that, Saint Thomas; Aoubted not. of be 
ReſurretJion of Chriſt, but of the manner how 
be was re/#/citated :and Saint Auguſtin, who 
laies, that iSaiut Thumas did not (ay theſe words 
becauſe be doubted, but to take away fromotbers 
all doult, and incredulity : and that they Wers 
Yords af ope.that asked, and pot of one that dt 
ied. And Saint Cynlot Alexandria, and S. 
Gaudentius , and Metaphraſtes, who by. dis 
ucrs waies excuſe them, But it is not needtull 
to ſeck. out thele interpretations, and cxcu* 
les, butwe may conteſs plainly, that'Thowas 
doubted , and was incredulous, as Chriſt'our 
Redeemer ſaid vato him Nolt eſſe incredutss, 
Jed fidelis ; Be not incredylous ,. but faithful 
Our Lord permitted. that he ſhould fall, that 
we ſbould got fall, and that he ſhould not be- 
lieue at firſt , and ſbogld roych with his hands 


the wounds, to confirme, our taith,and to cure 


the infidelity of many And fo Saint Gregory 


| 


lajes ; Do gow, think, that it yas by chane , 164 
Thomas the choſen diſciple of Chriſt vas Wanting 
When he came to bis eApsſies ? Ang that commg 
afterYeards be beard, and hearing he dowbieh, 
and dowbting be felt , and feeling he beliewts : 


This as not den by chance , but by diuin di/pen 
6 hos Jatun 


"- 


v 


: 


, 


Saint Thomas , Apoſtle. 


—-- ſation. But the (owerain demency of our Lord 

21. giſpoſed of things in this manner , that the dif 
q D:ce1t* ;;ple doubting 1bou!d touch in bir maſter the 
Ji younds of bis flesb ,to cure in vs the wounds 


of Fnfidetity. For the infideiity of Thomas profi- 
ted v1 more to a\vaken our faith, then the faith 
of the other niſciples, For be reconerins ſaith by 
touching the Yownds, our bearts Were eſtablished 
in the ſame faith , and caſt out all doubts that 
might di/quiet vs. Thus Saint Gregory. Aad 
Saint Auguſtin ſajes , Holv good Was that 12no- 
rance , that inſiruHe11the ignorant, and taught 
the incredulous ? Ho orofirable vas that intve- 


aulity , that Jerued to the faith of all ages? But | 


if Thomas failed , and was incredulous for 3 
litle time , be quickly toſe again, and 1e- 
cowpenced that” tault by 4 moit perfe& , and 
a molt excellent Confeſſion of his faith. For 
our moſt beriign Saviour , asA vigilant -and 
loviog ſhepherd, ſeing that ſheep going aſtray, 
be took it and brought it back to his flock : 
and after eight daies appearing again to his 
Apoſtles, Saint Thomas being with theto,and 
baving laluted them, turning himſelttowargs 
bim, he-ſaid vnto him: Pt bere thy finger, 


and bebold my bands; ſtretch out thy band , anil | 
touch my fade, and be not incredulows , but faith» 


fub.Saint Thomas was aſtonied at this appy: 
rition and fweetnes of our Saviour ,& ynders 


Rood that be was God who had ſeen his heart; | 


and being abſent \, knew what he had ſaid: 
and touched'(to obey) our Lord fo comman- 
.divg bidy,” the enamelled and refplengett 
"wounds in-that ſacred, ard glorious body. Fqs 
although'the baving ſeen them was ſufficient 


for his faith (as Saint Leo ſales ) yet for vs it 


imported 'much that be ſhould touch them 
with his hands: and tranſported with loue, 
and aſtonied at the novelty of the thing, and 
-melting withyoy, he raiſed his voice and ſaid: 
Dominus menus, {7 Deus mens,my Lord and my 
God: Contefſing that that Lord who had been 


crucified; and whom he now ſaw riſcn again, 


was his true'Lord, andthe Lord of the whol 
creation ; and that together he was true God, 
and.in all things equal to his father, And al- 


though it ſeemesthat S, Thomas belicucd that 


which he ſaw, yet (as Saint Auguſtin faies (be 
ſav one thing , and belieued another : be [av 4 
man , and belieued that be as God: and by bis 
confeſſion and _—_— of the Yownds,be taught 
vs What We ought to beliewe : andconftuted all 
the errors ,, which the hereticks were to in- 
vent concermng theReſurreRion of our fleſb, 
and the glory of Chriſt, And for this reaſon 
the article of the Reſuriection of Chriſt , in 
which we conteſs 1n the Crecd that he roſe 
again, and fay thoſe words, Reſurrexit 4 mor- 
t#is , is by Saint Auguſtin-, and others attri- 
buted to S. Thomas. There is mention made 
another time in the Ghoſpel ot $. Thowas: 
for Saint Peter going a filhing , he took with 
Tom. 2, 


him certain of the Apoſtles and diſciples,and 


999 


amonglt them was Saint Thomas, They ſpent *——<* 


all the night in fiſhing , without catching any 


. thing. Our Saviour appeared to them in the 
, morning : and being ypon the ſhore , bad 


them caſt their net on the right ſide of the 
ſhip : they did fo, and took a great multitu- 
de of fiſhes, and carried them to land, where 
the ſon of God expected them , and there 
gauc the dignity of ſupreme Paſtcr to Saint 
Petcr. This js that which, we find concernin 

Saint Thomas 'in the holy Ghoſpel : the reſt 
we muſt gather out of grave and ancient aus 
thors , omitting certain things which are 
Apocrypbal,atid without grown, that others 


: write in bis life; | 


Altcr that the holy Apoſtle Saint Thomas 
had received the holy Ghoſt with the reſt'of 


the Apoſtles, and had preach*d in Hierwfatem, 
' and Iudea that heavenly do&rin which he had: 
; heard from'his Maſter ahd'Lord: ſeparating” 


himſelfffou the reſt he went through divers 
and different Provinces', and nations of the: 
world, to draw them out of the blindnes 1a 


' which they were;and to illuminate them with 


the light of the Goſpel. Firſt of all he went 
into the Eaſt; where he found the thiee bleſo 


| fed Kings the Sages, who guided by'a Rar,had 
- come out'of that countrey to Bethlceen, todo 


homage yato ,*and 'to adore the new borty 
Infazt Gott * inÞ'the holy" Apoſtle baprize@ 


 theh, and took thety for" tothpanions in bis 


 Tabots and preithing, Sb ſaies the author'v- 


— 


pon Saint Mathew , that'vader' the 'nanie of 


 $. Jobn Chryſoſtim goes awiongt his works? 


and Dorothelis, and Sophronius , and an ans 
cicat Caltdder Fay the fame. Moreover this 
elorious 'Apblilt ſent Thaddevs , one of the 
rai WIEN to Abagarus King of Edeſla, 
to preach the*: Solpel to him, as Chrift our 


| Redeemer had promiſed him by-4 letter , as 


Euſebios Celarienlis in his Hiſtory , and Ni- 
cephorus Cilixtus do affirme. Afﬀer this he 
illuſtrated with the reſplendent rays of the 
Evangelical light the Parthians, Medes , Pete 
fans, ant Hircanjans , arid the Roman Marty- 
rologe addcs the Brachmans , and many other 
nations {and penetrated cucn into India , as 
the ſame Roman Martyrologe faies, and it is 
oathered out of Origen ; and Euſebius Cefa» 
rienſis , and Saint Gregory Nazianzen. Saint 
loha Chryſoſtom addes, that the Ethiopians 
were waſhed, and made white by this boly 


Apoſtle ,, with the water of Baptiſm. And 


the Abyſſns, which arc the people of Ethio- 
pia ſubje& to Preſter 1obs , at this preſent 
beare 2 particular deuotion and reuerence to 
Saint Thomas, asto their firſt and proper As 
poſtle, The Germansalſo honor him as their 
Apoſtle ; as faies the Biſhop William Lindan, 
4 very learned man : and in that Province 
there ate very ancient Churches dedicatedto 
YyyJJy Saint 
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Saint Thomas the Apoſtle. «Ang cuea in the 
moſt Northern countreys , and in a wanner 


Drczu. vnder the very Artick pole, there are Chur- 


BER 


ches of Saint Thomas; thoſe nations acknow - 
Icdging the benefit , which they received 
th:ough the meens of his preaching. Nor did 
the holy Apoſtle preach only to all thoſe 
Provinces and rations ; but in Braſil, Fa- 
ther Emanuel of Nobtega, Provincial of the 
Soecicty of leſus who went ipto that Coun: 
trey , writes, that the natives, thereot haue 
know ledge of Saipt Thomas, and of his pal- 
ſing through, that countrey , and that they 
ſhew ſome tokens and figns of it , which the 
father hicſelfſaw with his own cytes. But tbe 
place where helived longeſt was in; Eaſt In- 
za , as in the proper, and particular prouin- 
cc, Which ov Lord had commended to bim, 
to labour , and cultivate, apdto ſow initthe 
ſeed of heaven, Jatbis Prouince, Simeon Mc- 
taphraſtes ſaics ,.that. Saint Thomas centred 
very Lumble, and. very poor , his hair long, 
and negle&ed, his face pale and dry , bis body 
ſo extenvatcd,tbat itſcemed rather 4 ſhadow, 
then 3 body , covered with an old, andbro- 
ken garment. In this manner contemptible 
ip tbe cycs of, the, world , and. rich with the 
eealyre of Chriſt, which be carried in his 

art, be begag to, preach, that abe Gods Which 
tþiy adored were falſe , and that there Was but 
ane Jinzng. and tyug God , Creatar\of beanen, 
and earth, and Sapjopr of mankjng, Jeſus Chriſt: 
cqo6rmipg by 'innpmerable miracles his Ar 
poſtolical preaching , and conuezting many 
to oyrholy religion, For this cauſe the ene- 


mies,of it , and. friends of the worſhip of the. 


falſe Gods, weunded him with launces, and 
killed him : and the boly Apgfile , fteed from 
the miſerics of 4his 1ewporal and ſhorg life, 
wentto enjay the ctetpal:and his martyrdom 
was jn the; city of Calamind , which is now 
called Malrpyr, vpon the one and; tycntith 
of Deexmber . apf.in the yea of: Chyiſt ſc- 
uenty. fue, according to Onuphrivs, Velpaſian 
being Egpppros. This is that which is beldtor 
centain , gathexefd out. of good, anggrauc au- 


thors. Other things arc cither. fabulous, or | 


leſs 6c:tain and, probable : and Gelafius Pope 
declares Apocryphal the Aﬀts of Saint Thoy 
tas: and before Gelafius Saint Auguſtin held 
ghera for ſulpeAgd, Other books vnder the 
page. of this Saipp, intitled, Cirouwitus, APs, 
Euangelinm F-A eApocaltfas Thome , arc diſ- 
allowed by Saipt, Athanatius , Epipbanius, 
Innocent Pope, Cyril, and by Gelafus Pope. 
And although that in the lite of S. Thomas, 


which Abdias of Babylon writ, whom other | 


modern authors haue followed , it may be 
that there are ſome things which are true : 
yet we knowing not which they are, and they 
being mingled with others that are falſc, and 
diſallowed by the Church , iti; ſateſt ro omit 
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them , that we may not affirm that which is 
vncertain for certain, and that which his 
for truc. But it ſhall not be 
relate here ,that which in India , where the 
boly Apoſtle preached, is cammonly held for 
certain concerning his preaching , life ang 
death: according to what the Fathers of the 
Society of Ielus do wiite , who at Preſent 
live in thoſe very countreys , enlightenn 
the Pagans , and reforming the Chriſtians 
and doing the oftice of Apoltles of our Lord 
They ſay then , that the Apoſile Saint Tho. 
, mas began to preach in Indiain the lang of 
' Zocgtorg, and that there be made ſome Chii. 
trans: and from thence palled to the king- 
doms ot Cranganor , and Colon, which are 
Malauares : and that atterwards he croſſed 
the high mountains of India, and paſled the 
Kingdotys of Narlinga , and made his ſeatin 
the city of Malipur , by another name Cala 
mia, which is zoyncdto the gulf .of.Uengala, 
or Coromandel. In this city they ſay that he 
- built a Church , vponwoccafion of a certain 
miracle that he wrought, drawing very eafily 
d beam of an jimmenle greatnes. whicha preat 
; number of mcn and elephants wat not able 
coftige: and that in this Church he puta croſs 
ofſtone , with this inſcription : Whey the eu 
' 4hall come to this ſtone, by the dinip 0rdinatinn, 
| thall come White men from ver; 1emate countreys 
bo preach gbe defirin Which F bave not taught, 
and to repe'y the memory of 1+. Theylay mores 
| PReF , that. when the Portugheles conquered 
that countrey , then, the ſea\came vp tothat 
| tone , tothe great admiration, and comfort 
of the Chiiſlians:Apd they add, that the King 
Sapgamus hauing been conhiexted, who at that 
time was Lord of that countrey , and man 
others with bim, by the preaching of the holy 
Apoſtle, the Brachmans, and Prieſts concei- 
uedi great hatredand rage againſt him: and 
having not beet able by their calupnies, 
and deceits to overthrow higa, they reſoined 
to kill him, it ſcemipg to them, thatas 
as he lived , neither they , mot theix Gods 
would be cfteecmed as they were-wont tobe. 
And ſo one day the holy Apoſtle being ina 
cauc, about halſc 4 league from the city, ma» 
king bis praier (as his cuſtom was ) beforea 
Crols , which was engrauen ina ſtone, like 
rauenous wolues they fell vpon kim with 
cudgels agd ſtones, and one of them ran him 
through with alaunce, of which wound he 
tcl] down dead. His diſciples took his holy 
body ,and buried it in the Church which him- 
felt bad built, and with it put 4 piece ofthe 
lance with which be was killed , and his wal- 
king ſRaff, and a veficl into which they g& 
thered ſome ofthe carth which,bad been was 
' tered with his pretious blood. This is that 


| which they write out of India, aad which the 


nat ues hauc in their Annals, and which the 
Mala» 


J—_ 
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1— Malavarescbildren commonly fign about the | the Church , which by enadition is held to be 


992. 


--4g Nor. Rerects io their own | -M che place where tie was Martyred, is to be 4 
mn, os, The Roman Martyrolage fajes , that the | cena crols carucd inſtone, withſowe ſpecks Dicam.: 
body of this glorious Apoſtle was tranſlated | .f blood; the ends whereot are certainflower ; 


_ BER, 


out of Iadia to the. City of Edeiiain Meclopo- 
tamia ; and that rpm thegce his pietious rc- 
licks were carried tothecity of Ortona. And 
Socrates, and Sozomenus, and Ruffinis, and 
other grave Authors make mention of this 
tzanſlation, and write that in E Jefſa was built 
3 faic Church , to which the faithtull came in 
þilgrimage from many and remote countreys 
of Chriſtendom, out pf deuotion-to him. Aad 
Saint Chryfoſtom addes , that they had the 
ſcepulcher of Saint Thomas in as gicat venc- 
$at10D,as that of the Apoſtles Sazat Peter and 
Saint Paul. And recounts a miracle which 
was wrought in 4 dry vine-branch , which 
they put into the hands ofthe Apoſtle cucsy, 
year, vpon the Eye of his (eaſt, and vpon the 
day itſclfit was tound green, apd with 4bungh 
of grapes Vpon it ,to the great admication of 
all luppoling that the body .ot the holy Apo+ 
file was at Edcfla.. It wightwell.be , as þe- 
cauſe there was 4 Church byjlt in Edefla to 
S. Thomas , and. becauſe ;he bad ſent Thads 
deus (25 we hauc ſaid) to King Abagarus and 


conucrted:that City , they belicucd, that his | 


holy, body . was buriedithere ; or-cls (which 
is the more probable.) becauſe ſome chk, 
and part of his body had been; brought thither 


worthy of credit affirm that it is cuen vnio 
this very day in the' City of:Malipur ; where 


| he was Martyredz andbringlo-centaio Teſti» 


ſbonics;thatno body can doubt otat.Forlohn 
the third being King of Portugal, 4n the year 
onc thouſand huc hundred twenty thiee , as 
they were digging within 4 certain Chappel, 


| and breaking a wall , vader two great itones 


was'ſound the body of the holy Apofile, and 


zcd, and his walkirg ſtaff. And Duart de Mc- 
neſes, who was then Uiceroy , commanded a 
Caurch tobe built there, and the body of 
the holy Apolile to be placed in it in 4 cheſt 


ef{filuer : for which devotion many Portu- | 


ghclcs came todwell inthat city and in honor 
ot the holy Apoſtle, it was aftc; wards called, 
the City of Saint Thomas. This is rccountedby 
Lohn de Barros, a diligent Portuguele Hiſto- 
zioprapher , in the third Decade of Aſia, And 
the Biſhop Hiezom Oforius, 4 very learned 
man ,and ot great authority, in the eng of 
the third book of the Hiſtory of King Emma- 
nuel.ol Poitugal, writes, that in the year ot 
Our.Lord one thouſand fue bundted tixty two 
the Biſhop of Cochin (which is in ladia)ſent 
ta Prince Henry Cardinal( who aiterwards 
was King ot Portugal ) an authentical intor- 
mation , in which was contained : that in 
the, City of «Malipar ,or of Saint Thumas in 


. #6 bis 


leluces , and in the midle of it 4 dour , and” 
ourr it an arch with certain vaknown-lciters 
all of one one. All the City has 4 devotion 
to aſſiſt at a Maſs, which is faid with great 
(olemnity , in honor of the Annuntiation of 
the Ungin , cucry year vpon the fait ot her 
Exſpeating, the cightecnth of December, 
three Jaies before the feaſt of Suint Thomas. 
[t happened that in the year of Chiifſt one 
thouland five huadeed ftxty one , at the time 


' that in the Mais the Ghoſpel was read, all 


that were preſent ſcing it , the croſs began to 
diſtill blood , through thoſe ſpecks which we 
lard it had in it:and this imfo great 4 guanti- 
ty that the Pricft who {aidthe Maſs wiping 
it with corporals, they became all bathed in 
blood , and the:cro(s appeared with greater 
luſter then before. This cayledigreat admiras 
ti00 ant:devotion to tholntbat were there, 
and they atly.raufed God, The ſame bappened 


.| in other yeats , vpon the ſache day , anv atthe 


ſame houre. Thole vaknown Caracters ,we 
ſpoke of, were read bytwo Brachmans |yery 
learned amongſt the Lodjar's ,, and withgut 


| knowing of anc another: they aggreed ,.uhax 
| they faid this : T bomtas . divin man , ſent ty 


| the fon of God, and bzs diſciple , Went to K 12 
out of India, But graue Modern Authors, and - - mo Ys 


Sngammns, to pine the\knovleage of the true God 

9 i where berwromgbt great Wonners: 
and at laſt. an be 6s kneeling vpon this ſtone, 
and making bis prater to God, be was thisſt 
through $1 lance by 4 Brachman and kilied. 


All this 4s eclated by Hierom) Olorius Biſhop, 


Andihe tathers of the Society of Ic lus write 
the ſame , as thing moſt certain,and fay, 
that this mizacle of the Croſs has ſometimes 


| happened, as they were fayivg Maſs vpon the 


clols by the lance with which he was Marty» | day of the ExſpeRation of the delivery of our 


Lady. Andit.1sa wonderfull thing , that the 
Ghoſpel of the ſolemn Maſs being begun to 


| be read ;and not before , the holy Croſs alfo 


begins by title and litke to change its natural 
colour (which is whine) turning into yellow, 


and atterwards into black , and fiom black 


to azure colour : vatill that the Sacrifice of 
the Mals being ended , it returns to its own 
natural colour. And that which augments 
both admiration and deuotion is , that as the 
boly crols changes irs colour , it diſtilis cer- 
tain litle drops of blood , and by litle and 
litle they grow thicker, vntill they fall in ſo 


great abundance, that the clothes with w hich 


they wipe it, are dyed with the fanic blood, 
And it any year this miracle tail, it is held as 
4 certain fign of ſome great calamity that is 
to cone vpon them, as «© xperience has ſhew- 
edth.m. By rcalon ot this (o'nc torious,, and 
lo ordinary a mitzacle, which our Lord works 
to glo- 
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to glorify his holy Apoſtle, all thoſe Chriſti- | of flyes , and that God ſent 3 plentiful raj 
' 2T. ans have 4 great devotion to him, and repair | to cleanſe the City of the filth which hols ry 
Deceu- ynto his ſcpulcher. «And notihe Chriſtians, | had cauſed. Marcus Venetus '( who travel] p Decay 
B&B, but alſo the very Saracens and Pagans viſit] through thoſe parts of India, before the p 1. Bay, 
that Chuich , ana keep A 46% tcaſt to the | tugheſcs diſcovercd them) writes that in - 
Saint vpon the firit day of Iuly : and although | Province of Malauar ; Io Which is the ki : 
 theydo not follow ;,norobcy his doctrin,yet | dom of Calicut , there was 4 neeration ©; 
they have him in great Ur-neration. S. Fran-'| men, who were deicended trom thoſe bn 
eis Xayerius one of the firſt companions ot-| killed Saint Thomas; and that by all the foro 
the Bleiled Father Saint Jgnativs. of Loyola. | that could be vied, it wasnot cole tem 
in foundirg the Order ot the Socicty ot Icfus, | them and to make them enter into theChurch 
and the fiſt of that company that went imo | of Malipur, where the body of the holy Apo. 
the Eaſt Indies ;and-illuminated them with | tle is. Some authors write -ah6ther thing 
the reſplendent raies of the: Goſpel, and with | more notable, and fngular, and (ay, thai in 
many- and great miracics, and converted in | the' year one thouſand ont' huiidred and 
ovmerablc fouls tothe faith-of lelus Chriſt; | twenty, Galixtusthe ſecond being Pope,thers 
when he would vndertake any enterprize 01 | came to Rome out of devotion - Patriarch 
great importatice'to the {cruice of our Lord, | of India, called Fohn,and that in-publike Cons 
and the profit of thole; people 1, he went in | fiRtory he told the Pope, and many Cardinals, 
pilgrimage'to viſitthe body-otthc! holy Apo: | and Prelates that were preſent, that the gutta 
file Saint'Thomas;/and continucd there many | wwr «Apoſtle 3aint Thomas ;eucryyear appeared 
dajes and nights'iin” praicr * beſceching out | vfibly, and With bis oxn hand communicates 
Lord 6y the merits of bis Apoſite that. bewouls | hrs people , giking the ſaired Hoe to the yore 
vine bim part of-bis ſpirit ,$al*, and feruor,te | thy , and omitting to giue it to the wntvertly, 
rex the ſaith of bis boly name ; Wbtcb the. At |. Phis many authors recount , and it may be 
poſile bad planted. And: praying the fame A+ | that it was troe/: for to God, who is omnis 
poltle, /erng that our Lord bad recommenaed t0 potent , anda great honorer &f his Saints,no- 
bim the vineyari of that Gentility, to cultiuate thing is impoſſible, nor bard. Olthe Apolile 
it and it Was now jo fpoyled , ang Waſted. that | Saint Thomas do- make mentior the authors 
be Yould obtain gr ace for him to follow bis foot: | cited above; and Ifidare , and'Siutcon Mets 
Heps , to imitate bis wertues and torene\y that | phraſtes writ: his lite, TION E bas - - 
rurmated wineyard , 40 the benefit of ſouls , and| IE OVID 4 124 0UY evils, 


—— 


| 


#0 the glozy of the ſame Lord: jeing that all that T7 > 12273 F 
Yhith be showld dv, be would 20-1t as bis mini: | SAGAR OEEARIELIAGE 
ler , and ayded ty bis fawor, and Chriſtian Ke- | $$406+ $#$SSS*&#*$46+ 542$S224#48 
(gon flowt —_ ag.nn in thoſe parts , bis ac+ Xa xx F kx tat Fight 
tadental glory" 3 $$00407+$0*2<056++<u4 


ould be increaſed, S. Francis | TFv*4++4*+4g354% 
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Ravcrius then anmmated by the tauor of this 
.boly Apoſtle, and vrged by the ſpirit of hea- |. 


ven , vndertook ; and accompliſhed; ſo great | ;. aki 4 & 2-4 "mY 
lings. peyynr ſeen 1n his life: and all this THE NATI VITY .Q# 0 4 K 2, 
LorpD LESYVS CHEIST, Das 


redounds to tke glory of S. Thomas, to whom 

the did in ſo govd earneſt recommend himlelf, BEk 
anddefire to imitates © - 
\ / Innumerable were the wiracles which the 
holy Apoſtle wrought 1n his ite, and atter 
his death. Saint Gregory of Tours in his book 2! Nativity of IEsvs Cygls? 
of the glory of the Martyrs , recounts ſome, | i=] T- 


g 3 *8 


; , ' , 020 
@2 N the moſt devout amd 
4] moſt ſweet Myſtery of the 


k x14 Our Redecther , when hg 
and faies, that in his time the lawp that bur- | } fi SGE. came forth 'of the moſt 
ned betore his ſepulcher , night, and day, bad | ; nz XZ purc womb of the Virgin 
no needot having oyl powred into it, or any | &, Mary our Lady , his mo- 
other liquor, for that it perpetually burned | ther, we ovght chiefly to conſider three 
without it : and that on the faire that was | things: The firſt, why this Lord, and immortal ; 
kept vpon the day' of his-teaſt , and for the | -God, having reſolved of his immens bounty, 
thirty daics following , many merchants floc- | clothe himſelf with our a.ortal fleſh, and to 
king together to buy and (ell their merchan» | make bimſelf i kind to vs , would be bornin 
dizc , there was not found a fiy that was | extreme poverty and ina moſt profound, and 
troubleſom to them that.came : and that there | painfull bumility , in the ſtall of Bethlecm, 
was 4 great plenty of water to be foundevery | and be layd in 4 manyer of beaits, The {c cond 
where,the earth beipg of its own nature very | thing 15 to conlider attentiuely the Hiſtory of 
dry : and that thirty dates being paſt , the | the Ghoſpel, and the mannes how this Lord 


want of water returned, and the multitude { was born, And the thizd,the examples un 
c 
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"The Nativity of Chriſt of our Lord. 


—— he gave vs inthis his birth , and the vertyes 


which are moſt reſplendentin it , and which 
we ought to imitate, | 

The cauſes, why that ſupreme, and infinite 
good, and ſoucrain king otall things created, 
came: down from heaucn to earth, and did 


notdiſdain toclothe himſelf with our nature, | 


we hauc bandlcd (according to our weak ca- 
pacity ) vpon the feaſt of the Annuntiation of 
our Lady, the five and twentith of March : 
although all is buta ſfipher, that is , or can 
be faid of ſo profound a myſtery , for that it 
is incffable , and incompretigalible; Laying 
afide then the reaſons and motives . which 
Gut Lord had to make himſelf man , and to 
clothe himſelf with'the ſack of our fleſh;ſome 
wonder why be was not born in great pomp, 
and Rate , in all commodities and delights , as 
the king of heauen and earth, in whole pow - 
er it was to chooſe, and take what he pleaſed. 
But although that he was born as he was in 
ſo great poverty; and naked, in vile ſtable, 
and in 4 ſharp and rigorous ſcaſon , we mbſt 
know that it was'conucnient that he ſhould 
be born ſo,and thit this manner was the belt: 
yet deuout ſouls , and ſuch as are defirous to 
know the myſteries of our Lord, would gla- 
dly 'vnderſtand: the reaſon he bad to do a 
thing, which without doubtdidaſtoniſh hea» 
cn and catth\,-atid held all the creatures in 
foſpenſe: We find two caulcs of this admitas 
ble poucrty , and ſtupendious humility and 


auſterity, with 'which our Lord was born (to- 


which as to'their ends all the: works which 
 God'does areto be reduced.) The fitit is , the 
glory of bis diuin'Majefy:and the ſecond is 
dur benefit : for God alwaies in his works with 
the*tohor and'exaltation of his hoty name; 
joynesour profit: The glory ofour Lord wi- 
thoutdoubt is manifeſted more in this humi- 
liey; pouerty-and incommoditys , with which 
he was born ,tfren if he bad been born with 
Þreat-magnificerice , and courtly ſplendor, 


andinthe abundance and delights ofall things | 


neteſlary for 'his ſacred Nativity, which are 


fouttd in the Pallaces of Kings and Princes. | 


For the ſoucrain Majeſty of our God ought 
not to be meaſured by ſo ſhort a meaſure, nor 
is that infinit jiaxmenſity ro be ſquared by the 
rule vf men. My thoaghts (laics our Lord Lai, 
$5. Jare not like your thowghts, nor my Yentes is 
your Waies: becauſe as the beauens ate exalted ar 
Bowe the earth;/o are my waies abone your wates, 
und my thoughts aboue your thoughts: God was 
to conquer (be world and to ſubdue itto his 
obedience, be would make war againſt that 
tytant who had empowered bitnſelt of it, and 
ſeated hicaſelf jn the Royal Throne , and ta- 
Ren away the ſcepter and Empire from the 
trace Lord: and tro ogercom and to oucrthrow 
#His ptoud Giant , be would not fight with 
the guilded armes of Saul(which are the great- 
_ Tom. 2. 
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neſles , dignities , and vanitys of the world) 
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but with nakednes, with poverty, with ſuffte. 


ring, and abje&ion : and like another David 
with a ſhog , and 4ftone, lay himat his feet, 
and cut off his head. For 4 Vidory which is 
gained over an enemy,is by ſomuch the grea- 
ter and the more glorious, by how much the 
weapons with which it is gotten , are more 
weak. That which ſecnicstobe power in the 
great kings and Monarchs 6f the world , ifir 
be well conſidered, is weaknes and want of 
power. For if they will beficge 4 city; or con« 
queer a Kingdom, they hane need of 3 great 
number of ſbldiers, foot , and horſe, of attil- 
lery,of baggage, of amuminition and vifuals; 
and other proviſionsof wat,and of an infinite 
ercaſure, to be able to maintain it But all this 
power, whenthcy have it, comes to them from 
without : and without it;they can neither 
chaſtize rebels and turbulent ſpirus, nor con» 
ſerue the commonwealth 4a: peace , not:do 
Juſtice , nor indeed be Kings.'ButIefus Chriſt 
's ſo powerfull , that: ſybjugate the world, 
to conquer all the powers ot hcll, and todo 
whatſocucr he "un iti hraucnand in carth, 
he has need of no body ; for by himſelf alone 
be is al-ſufficient : and tender 1ofant tbat h 
is, weeping ,ind trembling for cold , boun 
in ſwadling clodts , and layd in the manger 
ot beaſts, he ſends the Angels to make him 


 beauenly wuſick : he draws the thice kings, 


the ſages, from the Eaſt; and. illeninates and 
inflames the ſhepheards ; and/in-extreme po- 
uerty ſhews himfcifrich zin weaknes ſtrongy 
and in infancy eternal Gods The Council of 
Epheſus points outthisrcaſoo in theſe words; 
He choſe all things povr , and vile , all things 
low , an1 in the juigement of many , obſcure: ts 
tbe end that ve sbouwld wnderſtand that the di» 
winity has conwerted, ani transformed the World; 
For this be choſe 4 poor mother , and 4 poorer 
cowntrey : and:liks 4 beggar be Would bane no 
money : and of this the manger may be & good 
Witnes. | po FOrhg 
The other cauſe is, onrprofit, for God 
coming for what he did , he'was to come in 
this manner. He came to gain wan,and tocure 
him of (elf loue, which is the moſt vniucrſal, 
and the moft radicated coil, which remains ia 
vs by fin: which ſelf lou is the poyſon, and 
bane of the Joue of God ; which ſelfloue be- 
gets three chi!dren, whichare three other bad 
loucs; that is to fay,, an inordinate loue of 
honor , of weflth, and of fenſual delights :' 
and from theſe thiee branches , which ſpring 
from this peſtilcnr ſtock , does grow all the 
fruit of death , and al] the corruption of our 
life. For mcn' placing; honor , not in vertue 
(which alone deſerves to be honored ) but in 
vatity, and in the blind zudgement of the 
world : to obtain it, they throw themſclues 
hcadlong into an abyſs of wickedneſles, and 
L222LE lins, 
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fins | and leave the things that are neceſſary 
for the good of their ſouls, when they appear 


Decew- to them contraty to that which they zudge to 
B&a, be honor. Then what (ball I fay of couctoul.- 


nes, andof the inſatiable thinſi of money ? of 
which the Apoſile ſaics, that it is the root of 
all exills , and that many for it baue «Apoſta- 
rixed from the faith, What ſhall ] ſay of the in- 
ordinate deſire of delights , which is another 
ſced of innumerable cuills? For wcrldly men, 
making no account of the true delights of 4 
good conſcience (which as the wiſe wav ſaies, is 
4 perpetual banquet) they looſe the reins to 
the delights ofthe fleſb, tocating , and driin- 
king , to ſleeping and clothipg -, and give 
themſelves vp tolenſual and beitial pleafures, 
and to all kind of paſſetimes, which the fleſh 
inſeQed with fin docs defire, and entertain 
and recreate themſclues in them ,day and 
night. And this is that which Saint John ſaid, 
that whatſoever is in the World is either the con» 
cupiſcente of theflesh, or the couctouſnes of the 
eyes, 07 the pride of life.Now we being oppreſ- 
fed by fuchcruel tyrants,and bound with ſuch 
ſtrong chains, andtormented by ſuch merci» 
les miniſters of cruelty as theſe , that diſturb 
the peace of our ſouls, and hinder vs from 
taking care of our Saluation, and many times 
make ys bold for God , honor, money, and 
our belly : what was that ſoverain Phyfitian 


to do , who came from heauen to cure 4 ma-. 
lady fo vniuerfal of all mankind , and ſprine | 


ing from our very fleſh, and from ſelfoloue, 
which is the firſt begotten child of in, and the 
fountain from whence it proceedes? Aſſuredly 
he was to do that which wiſe Phyſitians do, 
which is to enquire into , and to diſcover the 
cauſes of the-diſeas, and: to apply contrary 
remedies, to giue health to the fick, And for 
this our heauenly Phyfitian taught and pre- 
acht to vs humility againſt pride : and poyer- 
ty of ſpirit againſt couctoulnes:: and auſterity 
and pennance -, againſt :inordinate delight, 
and pleaſure. And becauſe examples are more 
efficacious then counſels, and works then 
words, this-moſt wiſe Phyfitian , and diuin 
maſter began preſently in his firſt entrance 
into the worldto teach vs by his example that 
which in his whole life, and in bis death, he 
was to preach vnto vs. Andin the ſtable whe- 
rc he was born , he placed 4 chair of heavenly 
wiſedom,, and contrary to the vain philoſo- 


. phy of the ficth: to the end that we eing in 


him ſuch a profound humility;and ſo extreme 
poucrty, and 2 want and abandonment ſocx- 
traordinaty , we might ynderſtand our infir- 
mity : and ſcing our Phylitian take fo bitter a 
medicin ( not for any need he himſclt had oi 
It, but that the fick might take it ) we might 
animate our ſcluesto take it without relucan- 
cy and loathing. And ſeing that he came for 
this 3 after what other manner was he to co- 
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' me ? Was he to.come in pomp and ſlate, co» =— 

ming to cure ogr pride? was he to come a- 2+ 

bounding with riches, coming to baniſh the Decar- 
Bik, 


inordinate deſire of them? was he to come 
full ot pleaſures and delights? Was heto come 
with fcaſtings and delights , coming to con- 
demn our excels in them? For it one contrar 
be cured by another, how oughtthe Phyſitian 
of theſe evilsto come , but with the medicin 
of vertues contrary vnto them ? How could 
he have perſwaded, that which he taupht vs 
to be the beſt, if he had taken the contrary 
for himſc}!?How could be have prevailed with 
men to clothe themſelves with this habit of 
the new man,if timſelf bad come clothed with 
theold, and vſed in the world ? Injfine ſuch 
he ought to come., as he deſired to make ys 
to be, and-ſuch ought his manner of life to be 
as was his doin. For had he come in ano. 
ther manner, he had been contrary to him- 
ſelf , and had deſtroyed by his works that 
which he preached by his do&rin, Aſſuredly 
if he had not come fo, he had not ſhewed 
himſelf to be the eternal wiſedom of the Fa- 
ther , for he had not come in that manner 
which was conuecnicnt, ſcing he wastoteach 
vs by his do&rin, and-much more by his c« 
xawple, the way of truc ſarRity and hoppis 
nes, and to vndeceiue the: miſcrable men of 
the world , who ſo much cfieens the frail and 
periſhing: things ot it : and arc ſo; tyed and 
fetteredto riches, delights , and vain honors, 
that they hold thorns for: 10ſcs, and gall for 
honey ,and bitternes.for ſweetnes, andlabox 
for reſt, and aflition for recreation and come 
fort, So that ifour Lord cameo be theleader, 
the Captain , the guid and exawple of all the 
Saints, and the mirrocr and pattern ofall vers 
tues (whence tbey were to coppy out theirs) 
he could not come after another tagnoerthen 
he did come, to plant in the hearts of men 
the contempt of all things created , andthe 
eſtcem and perfeRt louc of the Creator. And 
ſo the great Father Saint Auguſtin ſpeaking 
of this medicin , ſaies: O Meditin that rewedie 
es all things : that gathers vp all things that as 
ſeattered: that reparrs all the feeble and infins: 
that cuts off all the ſuperflueus.; andcarefi1d 
the depraxed, And Saint Bernard ſaics (in his 
firſt Sermon of the Nativity ) Wherefore #« 
theren , or what neceſſity. war there that the 
Lord of «Majeſty rhould abaſe himſelf , rhouid 
bumble himſelf , and abreutate bim/elj, but that 
30u ghowld do that Which be did? Now he a6 
With bis example that Which afterwards be ir 
to preach with bis words : that it may ty found 
true Which vas ſaid : that Teſws began 10 40 and 
to teach, Wherefore with all aff effion 1 bejeech 
you, that you Would not let paſs jo admirable a8 
example without frait but that you Would at 
form your ſelues to it , ani be neneved i® the 


ſpirit of your mind. For Wbat 15 there more vg, 
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and mere abominable , and more worthy of puni- | 
;hment ,then to ſee the Godof heauen made an 


Dxcat- jnfant , and to deſire ro make oneſielf great v- 


J3E Ro 


fon earth ? An intolerable thame it 1s ; that 
when eMajeſly bumbles it ſelf , 4 Yorm of the 
earth sbould [Well , and be puffed vþ with va 
niry.Hithertoare the words of Saint Bernard. 
How (ball pride be cured if this humility of 
the ſorn of God do not cure it ? How (hall 
cout touſnes be cured , if the pournty of the 
table , and manger of this Lord donot cure 
it ? Whocan be ſo vogratcfull, and diſteſpeR- 
full, as ſcing the Creator of the: heauens, the 
Lord of the Avgels, the glory ot the blelled, 
in this humble hahit and fguie, to ſuffer from 
his very birth ſo many kinds of grievances, 
not to torce himſelt in ſome degret to imitate 
what he ſees in him ? This example of our 
Lori has had ſo much power , and the do- 
Acin , which (as we ſaid) from the manger, as 
trom 4 divig chair he taught vs, that innume- | 


of preat force to quict and appeaſe certain 


gy6 


atflifted ſouls, and zcalous of the glory of our -—<* 


Lord : when they ſce in the world certain 
accidents ſo ſtrange , and ſo exorbitant , as 
if that God had not a band in them , and as 
if they were out of the juriſdiftion of his pro. 
uidence , which ( as we faid )is ſtrong and 
by means'of it ,our Lord , as 4 moſt wiſe and 
skillul pilot, holds the ſtern , and conducts 
the ſhip to the haven , when he will , and 
how he will how furious foeucr the winds be, 
and rough the ſca. For as the Prophet Efay 


"ſaies: Con{tlium meum ſtabit {7* omnis volun- 


tas mea fiet, My coun/el chall tand, and Ybat- 
ſoener 1 vill, that sball be don. 

To retura then to our diſcours, thisdiuin 
providence choſe the time , and the place in 
which the only begotten ſon of God ,and of 
the Uirgin Mary, wastobe born : & ordained 
that the Emperor of Rome, and all creatures 
ſhould-ſeruethe birth oftheir King and Lord, 


table moks , and diſciples ofthis , that they and ſhovldteftify that he that was born was 


might imitatc bim , divorced themſelues irom 
all the thingsof the world , and of rich made 
themſelues poor, and of powettull andeſtee- 
med , made themſclues abjeR,, and bumble, 


and embraced the abnegation of theaſclues,;| 


and the croſs of Chriſt:inſomuch that all cheir: 
contentmentmentsanddelights were toafflit 
themſclues , and to be martyrs tor his loue; 
gadiog delight in pains, content in mortifi-: 
cation, and-life in death. Andthisis the firlt 
thing , which we ought/-to- confideria the 
ſacred Nativity of the eternal word, - 
The ſecond-thing is,ts ponder that which 
the Evangeliſt Saint Luke tells vsconcerning- 
the delivery» of the Virgin , and the circum- 
ances which concurred in the birth of her 
moſt pretious ſon. But before we vnfold 
this moſt ſweet ory, and repreſcat tothe 
faithfull this ſpeQacle, which Rrikes with ad- 
miration Angels,and men, heauen, endearth: 
we muſt preſuppoſe , that our Sauiour was 
not bora ſubjcR either to time , orplace , as 
all-other creaturevare : for (as Saint Bernard 
ſaics) the createre that is in the womb of the mo- 
ther , can not come forth to light , and enter into 
this life When it Yill, and Wbereit vill , and bov 
it vii. Bat the Sawionr of the world , as Lord 
of ime , and of all things created, could Chooſe 
the time , and the place in ybich be would be 
born : and diſpoſe things in ſuch 4 manner, 
that all things ſhould ſeruc him , and be in- 
ſtruments of his divin providence , which is 
ſweet and/powerfull : and of one fide brings 
to paſs whatſocucr he pleaſes , (o infallibly 
that nothing can hinde: him : and the other 
fide he diſpoſes,, and orders it with ſuch ad- 
mirable ſuauity , that ſometimes things ſecm 
» work of themlelues,as if the divin provi- 
dence did not guid them, and work inthe, 


And this conſideration is very efficacious, and | 


God. For firſt as-to the time , he would be 
born after ſo manly ages and thouſands of ye» 
ars which bad paſſcd hnce the fin of our - 
parents : tothe end that our ficknes might be 
the better known: , and the neceſſity ynders 
ſtood, that markind had. of 4 remedy: and 
that it wasnotin the power of nature to giue 
it them : and tothe endthatthey ſhould defire 
and begg of God this heayenly Phyſitiat and 
repairer of all our:cuils: and to the end that 
as the defired of all nations, he ſhould be 


. -1:] [the better received and cmbraced- He choſe 


'alſo thetime of peace, as lc King, 
and the mediator betwixt:God , and man: 
andto this purpoſe he ordained,that the Em- 
peror Oftauian. Auguſtus , hauing ouercome 


' & ſubdecdall his enewies, ſhould enjoy grea® 


peace and quiet. And' becauſe he came as'@ 
maſter from heauen toteach: vs auſterity and 
mortification of the fleſb(as'we haue faid)he 
choſe to be born in the month ofDecember,a 
ſharp , bleak ; and cold time, and very corny 
trary to the! tendernes of the infant , and 
of the mother. For the ſame cauſe , and to 
ſhew himſelf to be the true ſon of Dauid 
(to whom it had been promiſed that of his 
line ſhoald be born the Mcſſias ) he choſe 
Bethlecm, a litle village, ncer to Hieruſaleme 
that he might giue vs in all things an exams 
ple of huaility , and of contemptot the vani- 
ty of the ſons of Adam, who lo wuch vaune 


themfclues to hane been born in places of * 


note, and of great renown, And to the end 
that the counicl of God in all things should 
be accompliſhed,and that by the nouclty and 
ſtrangenes of the things that did happen, the 
world might be ſtruck with adwiration and 
aſtoniſhment, and be in great ExpcQation, 
and that all the creatures might ſcrue the 
birth of their Creator. At that very time ,ora 
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litle hefore he was born, there happened rare | 


"23, prodigies, and wonderfull things, which arc 
'DPrcxy. to be ſeen in the- Authors of Ecclehiaſtical) 


BER. 


and prophan Hiſtories , and ſome of them, 
that are authentical and true,we recited im the. 
life we baue written of Chriſt our Redeemer: 
for others that are receiued for ſuct, are not | 
ſoz And becauſe the, moſt Sacred Virgin; and 
ber Spouſe Saint Ioſeph dwelt at Nezareth; 
(to the end. that that might be accompliſhed 
which God baddetermined , and the Prophet 
Micheas had prophelied , that the-iMeſſias, 
and Captain of the people of 1jraeh showld Le 
torn in the litle and atjef town of Betbleem) 
our Lord diſpoſed of things in that manner, 
that the Emperor Octauian by reaſon of the 
great peace he bad in his Empire, commanded 


an Edi& to be publiſhed, by which he or- 


dained, that all his ſubjzefs, ſhould be entol- . 
Ied,cuery one ip the city where the headof his 
family was , and whence they had-their Ori: 
gen and deſcentz For by this meansthe Em- 
peror pretended, either to knownthe number 
of pcople which be bad in. «ll bis Empire 
fit for war , andthe forces which he could 
raiſe, when it ſhould be neceſlary or (which 
is-n16re probable )be world bereby .increate 
his revenues ; layipg ſome. tax or new tribute 
vpon. every head. of his ſubjefts. Vpon this 
occaſion Which ſweetly ſerued-rof that which 
our Lord had determined, the moſt-holy Uir- 
oin.:departed fram the City, of Nazarcth for 
Bethleem , being. gicat-with child, apd neer 
her time; with. ber. fpouſc' Saint Ioſeph 4 be- 
cauſe ſhe was deſcended of the houſe and fa- 
mily of .King David ;whbo was bourin Beths 
leem ,,where was the root angiguntttion of 
all.thcir-fawily : apd not only-4he men were 
wappear, and to be regiſtied ,;but allo. ahe 
wowen, as ſome: grave authors; lay ;apd-the 
boly Ghoſpel. ſcenes to ſignity as much. From 
Nazareth to Bethleem it was four dareszour- 
ecy;and the way was rough, the-ſeaſon ſharp, 
and cold, the-trapelers poot and ill prouided, 
and the moſt ſacred Virgin very yong , and 
ofnine months with child, and with ſo many 
and:ſo great incommodities ,as may be ima» 
gined. But no impediment was ſufficient to 
hinder ber from obeying, the command of 
the:prophan Emperor, For babing. in ber 
wowb that Lord who came by bis obedience 
to faue the world which wasloſtthropgh the 
want of it, be moued, and incited her ,to 
do that before his birth, which he was to do 
bis whole life , and by bis example was to 
teach vs to gize to Ceſar that Which 3s Ceſars, 
pnd.te God that Fbith is Golds. Many belicue, & 
Bot without good-giound, that all that lony 


way , the Viigin: went it on foot : for het | 


poueity was great, and he being great with 
child-did not binder her , nor. was the 6hild 


ſhe had ir her ſacied womb, a tuigen to her, 


but an caſe and lightening , nor did he take 
from ber , but gave her forces again{t whar. 


ſoeuer difficultys ot the Way: The truth is the D 


Evangcliit does not ſay that ſhe we! 
foot: and that ſhe rid =o an Aſs yea 
monly they paint her) was not [cPugnant to 
her pouerty : and lome authors ate of this 
opinion. 

The divin travellers arriue3 at Bethlecw 
in great want of worldly refreſtments . 
but tull of celeſtial ſweetnes and comfort 
which they brought alovg with them. They 
tound the town which was but litle, foll of 
people, who came from all parts to be entol. 
led. All the Jnns were taken VÞ , and bow 
much ſocuer they. ſooght, newer 4 lodgin 
nor a houſecould they find : for leing Ba 
to be poor , cuery body rejected them , no 
body receiving them,ner taking pity of them: 
and ſo they were toiced to retire theriifelyrs 
into a ſtable , joyning to the ſubutbs, and 
neet Bethleem : which was built vpon the 


'{ide of A hill , at one end whereof towards 


the Eaſt there was 4 cave, where common] 

poor pilgrims, and ſhepheards ſheitered them- 
lclyes1n time of neceſſity, Into this palate ene 
tred the Queen of Angels : this poor and vile 
place, and proper receptacle of beaſts , made 
choice of to be born in, the Creator of the 
'ynivers, and he who for his immevfity can 
not be comprehended: in heauen nor eanh; 
Being; betc , the Evangeliſt ſaies';that the 
bour came, vpon'which depended the ſalya- 
tion of the world, the repatation of heaven; 
the victory over the devil, the triumphouer 
death. and fin, The happy and bleticd hout 
came in which the Uirgin was to bring forth 
ber only begotten: ſon : whether: jt was that 
the time of herdelivery was accompliſhed the 


25, 
ECEM- 
bER, 


fawenight ſbc caine thither (as ſome'conteme 


plate Jos that it was accowplithed ( as Saint 
Luke ſecmes to fignity.) whilſt they were in 
that cauc or ſtable, ſome daies aſter their cos 
mivg thitker, The. moſt holy arid moſt pure 
Viegin vnderſtood that the hour approached; 


-in-which God would manifcſt tothe world 


his riches and treaſures : and inflamed withatt 
amorous and moſt ſweet affection of ſein 
her tnoſt bleſſed fon, ſhe put herſclfin a mo 
bigh contemplation of that inc ffable myſtery, 
Attcr having been a while abſorpt, and trans 
ported into God, Saint Bripit ſaies it her Re+ 
uclations , that the Uirgin pet off her ſhooes, 
and took oft the white mantle which fhe woe 
re,and the vail of her bead , and that being in 
her coat and 1n ber hair', ſhe took out the 
woollen, and linner: ſwathing-clouts, poor 
and homely, but proper and clean, which ſhe 
had prepared to wiap the infantin, Then fal- 
ling vpon her knees, andturning herſelf to- 
wards the Eaſt, with handsand cyes lifted vp 
to hcaucn , filled with a digin fweetnes ſhe 
began 


-—— began to beſeech our Lord that the light of 


2)- the world might come forth to light , with 
Dgcem- 


BE Re 


The Natiuity of Chriſtiour Lord, 


theſe or other ſuch liKe words : 0 Eternal Fa- 
ther who baſt vouchſafed to giue me for my ſon 
thy only begorten ſon, and to incloſe in my womb 
thy treaſure, and in this wile thell of my body, 
the ineſt1mable pearl of thy figure and ſubſtance: 
1 mo# bumbly beſetch thee , that thou woildſt 
Jiſcoutr to the world this thy moſt pe1 wn image, 
to the endthat by it they may know thee. Let the 
Creator of all things come forth of bis creature, 
and the main ſountain out 4 litle hream , and 
the root out of its br anih, andthe true wine out 
of its leaf, the (un out of 4 ſtar, andthe ſpouſe 
out of his nuptial bed. Let the World ſee tts ma- 
ker , the «Angels their king and bead, crowned 
With the aiadem of our bumanity , the fanner bis 
Redeemer , the juſt bis juHiafier, the affli ed bis 
comforter , the Gentil his illuminator , the lev 
bis glorifier : and may f thy bumble ſeruant and 
hanamaid ſee my only begotten Jon. The mid- 
night became more clecr then the midday, 
when all things ceaſe from labour , and ca- 
joy filence and reſt : and the Vitgin having 
ended her praict , the heauens began todiſtiil 
honey and ſweetnes: and ſhe without pain, 
withcut pangs, without corruption , and di- 
*minution of her Virginal purity, ſaw before 
her, her blefled fruit come forth of her womb, 
for the good and retnedy ofthe world , more 
bright& refplendent then the ſunitſelt, trem+ 
bling with cold, atid already beginning with 
histcars to do the office of Redeemer: It can 
not be Expreſſed with words, nor can mans 
vnderſtanding comprehend the joy that. the 
moſt-pure Virgin took at that time, nor the 
admiration and amazement which was cau- | 
ſed ini her ; to ſee him whom ſhe knew to be | 
true God, (0. abaſed and bumbled : and pros | 
Krating herſelf before him with moſt -_ | 
found reverence, it is conceiued thit (he ſaid : 
Bene venais Deus mens, Dominus mens , (7 
Filiu's meas : Weltom my God, Welcom my 
Lord, and my Soii, And ſo ſhe adored him,and 
kiſſed his fect as het God 5 and bis hands as 


— 


her Lord; his face ,asher ſon: and embraciog | 


Hiny, and layigg him to her Uirginal breaſts, 
ſhe wrapped him in thoſe ſwathing clouts ſhe 
had prepared. The holy Infant ſiniledfike 4 
thild-vpon'his mother, recreated her with his 
countenatice, and turned his ſweet and plea- 
fantcyes to look vpon her. And asS.Cyprian 
faics , the child (ucking in the mothers arms, 
fed pon the milk prouided bim by beauen, ani 
the fowtntain of ber /acred breaſt puvered into the 
#outh of theinfant 4 moſt pure I19uor, T he 
fon gaut to the mother, that which tve mother 
gaue to the ſon: be filled the breaſt of bis mother, 
and the ſuſtained ber jon With the divin milk. 


Which himſelf bad prowided. But the tender 10 | 


fant riewbling tor cold, and whimpering, the | 


2 TIE 


 forcedto lay her child in '4 manger, Who 


| what is higher then God, whois ſeated 


ger, tothe end that withſome ſtraw or. hey 
that was there, and with the breath of the 


993 
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oxe and als, be might be 4 litle warmed, and ne c.,.: 
the force of the ſharp cold might be mitigated. 8s 88, 


O bleſied manger ., 6 ſtable more glorious 
then all the Palaces of Kings, where God fea» 
ted his chair of heauenly Philoſophy, where 
the word of God become dumb , ſpeakes.fo 
much more cleerely, by how much more! fi» 
lently he admoniſhes vs,U Lord our God (faicy 
Saint Cyprian ) how .admirgtle is thy name in 
all the earth! Tritly thou art & God that works 
Wonders. I Wonder no more at the figute of the 
world, nor at the firmnes of the earth , compaſſed 
about by ſo moutable 4 beautn , nor at thejuc-; 
ceſſion of daies , nur at the change of ſeaſuns | in 
vbich Jome things vither, and others 210% green; 
ſome dy , and others line. 1 wonder at nothing. 
of all this, but 1 wonder to ſee God in the Yomb! 
of 4 Virgin : F wonder to ſee the .ommpotent, 
in a cradle : F wonder bor the word of God could 
be jyyned to flesb : and how God being ſpirie, 
tual jubſtance , did receine. 4 corporal dothing-: 
1 Yonder at ſuch great expentces , aud at [olon 
a proceſs , and at Jo long ſpaces of time ſpent in, 
thi Work, Thus Saint Gyprian,/Q incxplicas 
ble myſtery ; and hidden to the. cycs of fleſb, 
S watter not to be ſaid , but felel; Ne, £o'be, 
declared, by words, but by ſilence and ac 
ration! What more admirable then to ſee that, 
Lord, whom the'ſtars ofthe morgingdo praiy 
(c ; who is ſeated aboue the Cherybins, who, 
flyes ypon the wings ofthe wiads.,wbe bolda 
theroundearth.with three ngert.n hoſe ſeat 
arg 


is heauen , and whole Royal. clgth. Via 

ls the.carth ;that be would come.ta, ety 
treme poucrty,that when, he was bara (ſcing; 
that he would be! b--rn in this world). his mo; 
ther ſhogld lay himin a manger becauſe ſhe 


| had no; fitter place in. thac itable;, ig.which 


ſocucr,was cucr brought toſygh EX! 


(be brought him forth? What perſgn ho low, 
| P9-, 
ucrty, that for want of 4 better bed, ;{he wag 


ever joyncd inane, 6wo cxtreme: 

asare God,and & minger ? wharly lawer th 

a manger , which. is the place; NIFA 
aboug 


' the. Cherubias? How isit then-thatmwan docs 
not-go outof himſelf confidering, ghale twa 
| extremes fo diftarit,God in 4 ſable , Godin 
a' manger., God weeping , and.bakiog for 
| cold; and wrapped in ſwadliog,.clouts..Sa 
Lewis of Granada.--Where art. thqunthen;,q 
| heart of man, whegthou art nokinehy Rlf,og 
when thou art notwith thy God 7, doeſt. thou 
; perhaps doubt whetherthis be4by.Gad whom 
- thou feeſt here newly born , wrappedinſwas 
dling clouts, laid in 4 manger, and trembling 
torcold between two beatts ZDe,got doubs, 
cor this very child whom thou ſee gow boxg 


Virgin laid bim (wadled aShc was, ig the azan- 
Tom. 2. 


| of the womb of hix mother, way. þorg etex- 
Aaaaaaa pally 
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'The Nativity of Chriſt our Lord, 


nally of the immortality of his father, Of his 
mother without 2 father , and of his father 


Dzceu- Witbout a mother : of his father iwithout time, 


BE Ry 


and of his mother in the cod of times, Of his 
father as the beginting of life , of his mother 
as the end of death. And he whomthou now 
ſeeſt mortal , and vifible, and ſutze&( by his 
own will ) to froſtand cold, as beis the fon 
of Mary , vaderſtandthathe is impadlble, in- 
viſible, andthe moſt high , and exempt from 
all injuries of ſcaſons, as he is the ſon of God. 
He is 4 child, and appears to be a child in 


this form of 3 ſervatit ; but he is pteat and im» , 


mecÞs in the form of God : the very ſame that 
here takes the teat , and is ſuſtained with the 


. Tvilk of a Virgin, is he who governs the hea- 


vens, and the cours of the ſun and ſtars, and 
ſuſtains and conſerues the whole vniucrs with 
Ns powerfull hand: And to the 'end that we 
thay better vi;derttand that which is compri- 
kd in this infant ; and with what eycs we 
ought to look vpon him,& that he'is true God 
4nd the Sauiovur of the world , born for our 


| _ let vs look vypon the integrity of his 
ot 


her. for although, ſhe be 4 mother , ſhe 
is alto'a Vitgin: ſhe is a mother ; becauſe ſhe 
brought forth the ſoo whom ſhe had concei- 
ved, anTheldnine'months.in berwomb : and 
fhe is] Virgin: ;bccauſe this Son is God, and 
God beirg t& be born, he was tobe born of 3 
Virgin: Zhere'was ne need of baths, nor lagers 


in a wanger,, an Angel comes from heaucy <__ * 
to manifeſt him, and to declare vnto vs who 25. 
he is. Our Lord came to redeem the world, D*cn- | 
and to ſave loſiman ,and as foon as he _ din Þ 


born he began to do the office of Saviour 

diſcoucring who he was, and taking witneſles 
of the Majeſty that was cncloſed in that moi 
profound humiiity. He would not manifeſt 
bimſelt to. all , becauſe all were not Capable 
of (o great a good,and becayſe he would not 


hinder his crols and paſſion : he choſe for wit. - 


neflescertain poor and deſpicable ſhepheards 

who guarded theit flock there by , and wat. 
ched neer vato 4 tower , which was called 
Eder where Jacob bad fed his flock, For being 
the ſupreme {hepheard , and Prince of ſhephe- 
ards , to whum ſhould he waniteſt huuſelf 
but to thoſe of his own occupation ? Bring 
the lamb of God who ought to have notice 
of hiaz before the ſhepheards ? To whom 
ovght the diuin myſtcrics hiſt of all to be res 
ucaled , but to thoſe who feed the flock of 
God , and watch overt, to theend that they 
may communicate them , and declare theta to 
their ſheep? To whom was the humility of 
Chriſt, and the poverty of the manger tobe 
preached, but to the humble and poor, who 
by their fiwplicity andplaineſs, were diſpoſed. 
to receiue 6 1:zht of heauen, and to belicye 
that which they beard of the Angel., andto 
adore the Infant newly born? How would 


aicsS.Cypiian) which arc vent tobe prepared | King Herod have belicued the Angel,, and 


7 Women” 
ctined nd tummage from her Saxionr : who bro« 


neWly delinered , for the mother re= | bauc gon to ſeek. and adore in a boucl, the 


| new born child, ſcing that for having only 


' 
( 


arb forth 'W5thout pain as the had conceined ' heard of him he was troubled , and out of 


Without JHight. The fruit bei 
in its ſea} 
theie war nomeceffity of plucking off by wiolen. 
a Which of ts own accord efferedit)elf.Notribs- 


| 


z0w ripe and | himſclt ? How would the proud Scribes and 
Fell from the tree that bore it: and Phariſees haue acknowledged , and adored 


him inthat abje& and vile hgure ; ſcing that 
being 4 man, and working ſo many and i 


fe #41 piidin this birth, nor did precedent delight great miracles, they rezefed him ,and nailed 


(*bich Þ34 not-betn) demand any wary of /or- 
10%. And for the greater certification of this 
vetity. the faered Buangelift adds : That there 
reed pron cert ain-cbepheards, who at 
that tnievwete #hching $4nd kept the Watches 
of the'nitbt ower their FS wndithe Angel of 
our Lotiftantt wnto them [und the brightnes of 
God rhH#eh rewind about them , and they were as 
fraid WHh' 8' great fear © anid.the Angel ſaid 
vitro thilh 5D wot fear, forbebold F bring unto 
Jos we kf ao jo), Which sbalt be 10 al pev- 
ple , that't6'dwy't + borw onto jou 2 Saniour tbo 
is _—_— Lord ; in the City of Dauid: and 
this (b#0 49 # fern nto j0u-,that you thall find 
the: child 'wrhþpti in ſwadling douts.; and laid 
i & manger. Andimmediately there was-with 
the Abgel 4 muititude-of tbe: heawenly army, 
Wh» p1vſed God, and ſaid : Glory be to God 18 
dhe beg beſt (and on earth peace 10 "men of good 
Sl. All theſe 'wordsare taken outof the ſa» 


*cred Egarigelift, To the endthar men.wight 


"know God vpurt earth newly bora, and laid 


- 
. 


him to 4 Croſs ? The Angel then of our Lord 
(who according to Saint Cyprian, and Saint 


Ambroſe and others was the «Ange} Gai) 


appcared to the ſhephcards in buman. ſhape, 
ſhining with maruellous ſplendor , to ſhew 
that he was fent by Cod., and that the; lizic 
infant whom he came to unce voto 
them , was God , and morcthen-4 man, The 
ſheplmards ſcing the Angel ,. feared aboye 
meaſure , for that their weaknes could not 
endure that excellency and Majeſty. But ihe 
Angel took away theit fear , and ſaid vnto 
them : Do not fear : Behold , F annownce vate 
you nevs of great joy Which shakt be to all. ped- 
ple that to day is born for you, and for youn good, 
4 Saxiour ho is Chriſt our Lord an the Gil 
of Panid. Do not fear but rejoyce » icing 
tnat you. haue {o great: reaſons of joy. and 
gladncs. 4 Saviour is born ,, and he is. born 
tor you, and for your {aluation-, and be- 
ing God hc has become man , and of yout 


' very Rature., the which he bas eleuated and 
CXal- 


: 
1 
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The Nativity of Chriſt our-Lord. 


exalted aboue ours, And to the end that your 


25- joy way be full,aud complete, I let you know 
Decem* that to day , in this very hour , is bora the 
v£R Chiiſt of our Lord, and the Meſſiar lo much 


defied ; who as he 15God, is your and our 
Lord: and thatthey might find him and know 
him, he gauc them for a ſign that they ſhould 
fnd the infant Ytappedin ſadling clouts , and 
laid in 4 manger. O ſecret and incſtimzable 
wyſtcries of God , the Angel giues lwadling 
clouts, a manger , and poverty tor figns of 
the Saviour of the worlds being born , and 
ofthat moſt potentand moſt wiſc king, who 
was to ſpoyl hell, and to ſubdue the Ucuils, 
and to giuc life and faluation to the world. 
The ſhepheards went in great haſt, and fouzd 
«Mary, and Jojeph, andthe child laid in 4 man- 
ger and ſeirg him they knew that to be true 
which had been rcucaledto them concerning 
this child. Jt is matter of great admiration that 
the ſhephcards ſhould know that this child 
wrapped in ſwadling clouts, & laid ina man- 
ger was God, andLord of heauen and earth: 
becauſe all that which they ſaw, might rather 
make them to belicue , that he was not God, 
but 2 poor litle child , forſaken ,andabando- 
ned amongſt the beaſts, But having becn ad- 
vertifed by the Angel , and amazed by the 
ſplendor of beaucn, and by the mufick , and 
praites of the Angels: and above ail i}]umi- 
natcd by the light of faith , and mflamed with 
Joge by: the fight of 'the ſame: infane', rhey 
kne\p that he was God , and for fach adored. 
hio; and preached:bim- ro othery. - + 
What then ought we to learn 1n this moſt 

bigh' ſchoot cf che 'tiew born infllar;, how 
ought we to preparcourſelues toreceiue him 
in our hearts, how ought we toimitare theſe 
ſoadrbirable exarmples which we hereſee,and 
the vertues which arc every where telpten- 
dent in'this facred Natinity? which is che laft 


; 


paztof the three which we propounded abo- 


ue: The fift thing which we ought to do, to 
the cod that he, who'today was /voth' in the 
Nall of Bethlcem, mraybe born 4 6ur ſouls! 
is to-ccjoyce , and44 be glad with'd ſpiritual 


. joy ,for that we hauei#God lo geod', fo bes 


ning,and fo louing;that'beingic bimſclt cter- 
nab; and vnchangeable; today clothed with 
oor fc, he has wade maſelf'an itifart ofA 
day! ol, and ſubje&to'rthe- inclemency of the 
air , and the ivjariesof time. Let? vs" rejoyce 
that 3 Saviour is. born vanto vs ,'anda tthe Sa- 
viour , ' who wilt 'dcliver vs obt' oaly from 
temporal dammages;” but affo from our fins, 
and' frony the enmity which' we have with 
God for they : and will pleck vV#/ourot the 
claws. of Sathan ; and'open! vnto Vs the gate 
of !heaven? For ifwhen a King; or Pririce'that 
is heyris born, there is tuch fcaRitty angre* 
joycmy/in all th& Kingdom to &drate the 
Nativity of 'a.man, who is hke'the teſt: and 


| alf this is comp 


it is not known, whether he ſhalt not be the 
rvin and deſtruftion of the fame Kingdom, 
and the cauſe (by his bad gouerament ) of as 
great lamentation , as his birth was of joy : 
what ought we to doat the Nativity of that 
fourrain King , who has writters vpan his 
thigh King of Kings,and Lord of Lords? what 
ought we todo, when) thatPrince1s born, who 
will not burden his ſubjeRts, ior lay taxes, or 
tributes vpon them , but will take their bure 
dens vpon himfelt, and in his own body pay 
the pen#ltys which they deſerue ? what ought 
we to do, ferng hit born in whom are hidden 
all the treaſures of the wifedom, and know- 
ledge of God ? He whois the mirror without 
{pot,in which is repreſetited voto vaall t:urh, 
who is the fountain of all ſweernes , and the 
arck in which is ſhat vp whatſocu:r God hs 
that is pretious? who is theliving law , who 
grues life to all laws, and redteifcs them, and 
correfts all oar ations? who is the manna 
that contains in it allSauors , and the celeftial 
bread which only can fatiate,and the medicin 
which cures all the maladics of odr ſouls? 
who is the lower of the field, char with his 
fiagrancy and fweet odour , recreates the 
world, and draws atl hearts after hits { who 
is the tun of juſtice that difpates all darknes, 
and'the admirable and immens beauty that 


King , our maſter, our Phyſitiat, oar Paſtor, 
frend; brother, 
ehended in the'name of Savi- 
our. And forall theſe nitles we ought to rejoy- 
ce, and brcauſero day he has given bimſc}f 
vnto vs, and*'now he is our dwn ; and we 
may be glad 48f2 chit that is properly ours. 
For if the Arcgely comethis day ftom heaucn 
to-krep T fait on' h , and to praiſe the 
new botn' intant,'461 to- make Him awfick,, 
although'onr Lord did not take their nature 

what-ought we' to do, ſcing out nature ſo 
efrriobled and exalted , that we are now the 
allies of God ? The ſecond thing is, to ack- 
| nowledge what we ow to this Lord fot this 
benefit, and the obligations we haue by rea- 
| fon of this alliance with God ; for if ſome 
| great king flauld take to wife'a poor maid, 
alt her kindred woulf.be honored by that mar« 
| thage,and wouldendeauopto deport themſeks 
' grs;nbt as before, but as the kindred of the 
| Queer! : the ſame ought we to do ,cndeaucs 
| ring to leauc the ald faſhions ofour paſt vile+ 


| bfood Royal, after that the king of heaucn 
hay made himſcifpartaker of our nature. And 
| (fates $afnr Lev. Pope: 0 Chriftian, know thy 
| Jiqwity, and being tio maie partaker of the di- 
; #125: nature, 'do not return to the ol4 cuſtoms of 
: Hhy'paff baſtnes. Conſider of what bead , and of 
| What b0dy rho aft 2 thember : and confider that 


| thi pris of thy rawſow 1s the blood of Chriſt, who 
W1ll 


| nes 2ni{ bafenes, arid to live like thoſe of the” 


t&&5 
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takes away all our fowlnes : and fically is our 


ce , father and Lord: and 


The Natiuity of Chriſt of our Lord: 


vill judge thee With truth, as be bas redeemed | 


25. thee Yith mercy. But we ought principally to 
Dzczx- Caſt our eyes vpon the manger , and har- 
BER; ken attentiucly to the Jefon which this givin 


Maſter teaches vs from that celeſtial .chair,not 
ſpeaking , but holding his peace : he is; an in- 
fant , but withall the word of the Father , 
whoſe infancy ſpeaks :and all the things that 
ipteruene in this ſacred birth,cry ovt atowd 
and preach vnto vs contempt , humility ; po- 
* uerty,, and ſufferings. The ſtable the crib, the 
ſwadling clouts , the nakednes , the want ot 
ſhelter , the cold ,and the.company ot beaſts, 
what other thing arc they , but ſo chany yoi-. 
ces of the new born infant , and a heavenly 
dofrin , which teaches vs , that pouerty 15 
notſo great ancvil as we imagin, nor arethe 
rich ſo happy, as the world belicues them to 
be , and that buwility is the ladder of hcauen, 
and delights the murtherers of Vertu? Thegx 
fancy of Chriſt ( ſaies Saint Bernard ) does. nut 


comfort bablers : nor do bis tears comfort thoſe | 


Wo giue themſelues 10 much laughter: his ragg» 
fo nut comfort thoſe that go trimmly andgallan 
th aitired : nor do the arib and flatle comfort 
thoſe $bo lone the firſt ſeats in the Iynagogues ; 
but thoſe who with patience,in ſilence, and tears 
exſpef7 the diuin conſolation. Either Chiiſt is 
decerued ( ſaics the fame Saint Bernard) or. the 
the world enres. Chriſt can not be deceived, 
becaulc he is the eternal wiſedom : and ſceing 
- [that hc choſe for himſelf pouctty , humility, 
and avuſtezity from his ers 

Tife, vntill bis going out of-it,, alwaics clo- 
thing himſelf with this lipeFy,and exhortiog 
vs both by works , and wozds toclothe our 
ſelves with it : it is cleer thaf Fm which he 
choſe is the beſt , and that ye following the 
fooliſh opinion of the wor}d , de err. For 
how can he be happy who bas the greateſt 
Honor in the world ? He who feeds vpon the 
witd that he may put his, foot befoic biz c- 
qual|?He who pretcnds charges, and govern- 
ment , and makes himſelfa {laye ro many, that 
he may command , apd bauc power ? And ot- 
tentimes buyes it with ſo many, and with 
ſuch anxious cares ,and with his goods, and 
with his life' and with big ſoul ? How can ri- 
ches give content to X man, Icing they ace 
gotten with labogr,and Kept with fear , ang 
Fa with grief? How can the ſoul of man, 
by athing lo vile , and of ſo tle worth, as ti- 
cbes are , which arc ſubje& to ſo many chan- 
ccs, and misf6xtunes', and hazards of being 
Joſt? In fine , how can thoſe things make a 
man happy » Which can; got make bim ver; 


tuous , and which arc without him ? [Fhen | 


what ſhall I fay of the pleaſures, and debghts 
of our fleſh, whichdo ſo take vp,and carry vs 
away aftcr them? How fowl, how ſhort, how 
deceitfall are they, and how, vyoworthy of the 


entrance into this | 


which was creatcd for God alone, be ſatiated 


excellency of man, who was born to | 


and ſeiviog our Lord : and that although bo- 
nors. and rickes are indiffcrent 200ds , and 
which way be vicd cither well, or 11] F yet 
that commonly they are occalions bf great 
ins, and that a poor , and bumble eſtate, is 
more ſecure, antl better prepared to find God 
inthe ſtable of Bethleem. And to tttich ys this 
our Lord would be laid ina manrper, and that 
his ſacred, nativity (ſhopld be reucalcd by at 
Angel to (heepheards ,ati humble and poor 
kind of people , and that they ſkbuld bethe 
firſt that ſhould ſeek , find, and acore him 

And with all by this he wopld teach vs. that 
the office of 4 good, ſhetpheard js to watch 

and to fced his flock : and that ſpitituat Pre- 
lates ,and temporal Princes, and all Goyers 
norsof the commonwealth, and maſters of 
families, ought to watch , and to endeavor 
with great care, and lolicitude to give whol- 
lom teeding to their fheep,, and to cure thegs 
of the ſcab, and to detcndithem fromthe wo. 
lucs , that-they may gijue a good account of 


| them to this child born to day , foc he is the 


ſupreene Paſtor , who has committed them to 
their charge. And he who has not this obli- 
gation,for that he has. no charge of others 
muſt be 4 Paſtor to himſclf, and watch ouer 
| bimſelf,bcar and obey:the: yoice ofthe Angel, 
ſeck out,our Lord, andadore, and praiſe him: 
becauſc he was born tofauchim , and for his 
good. '; | 
But, amoygſt other.things for which we 
ovght to rezoyce in-the.nativity of our Savi- 
our , one is , for the excelletcys and greatncl« 
ſes of the moſt ſacred Virgin :and tocongras 
tulate with her for hernew and happy ſon, 
whom with fo matly priuileges and diuin prc- 
: rogatines (he gauc to the world. For as ſhe is 
| the gatc of heaucn, by;which this great light 
was Communicated to ys;: ſo by het.weare 
to enter in i& ſee the ſame/ligbt and to be pat» 
takers ofthe; ineffable,joy, which ſhe received 


in her brjngiog forth of her divin ſon: which. 


without doube was immens , indicible, 
| incompretienhbleAnd to ſignify thisvntovs, 
the Evangelift concludes his narration ofthe 
| Nativity, of oer Lord with telling v#- that 
; this Lady, conſerued in .ber . heart the myſit- 
| 1ze5| 81d ;ynders Which che. jaW, , conferring 
: them together. the more x0 praife. and mag» 
; Dify, our, Lord, Who can worthily explicate 
| the joys, and exultations of, that moſt holy 


þ Virgin, who was on; all. fides, furroanded 


with fo; great wonders? Andin 4 deepſeaof 


. ſogreatmylterics, and Querwhelmed with the 
; waucs of fa great , & fo lignal benefits ? What 
did hex pioys and bumble foul feel, when the 


' ſaw him in herarmes ; whom by reaſon of his 
immens 


abou . 
as the birdto fly ? Let this-then be'(erled io [% i 


our breaſts, and well tixed in our hearts that Decey. 
our happines conkfiſts in knowing \ lovino. M22 
x 
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_ The Natiwicy of Chriſt our Lord. 


red afterwards, The firſt having made choice 
ofa Monaſtical &perfe&life(as Metaphraſtes *T* 


immens Majeſty beauen and earth can not 
35. contain? When ſhe ſaw hiw wrapped in ſwa- 
xc#* dling clothes , who clothes all creatures : 
5 and him lying in a manger,who is (cated a- 
boue the Cherubins, and Scraphins 2 What 
did ſhe feel, ſeing whether the bowels of our 
Lords mercy did reach, feing that for his vile 
handmaid he had ſo much humbled and aba+ 
{cd bimſelf? When ſhe conſidered the fiogular 
orace which ſhe had found in the eyes of God, 
icing that amongſt all the women created, 
and to be created, ſhe alone was choſen for 
Lis mother? With what huaulity did ſhe ac- 


knowledge, this greatnes ? with what cycs 


did ſbe look ypon bim., who had ſo looked 
ypon ber?What thanks did ſhe give him; what 
canticles did ſhe ſing voto him ? with, what 
loue d1d ſhe anſwer him ? what words did (he 
ſoy voto him? What lights, what illuſtrations, 
what heats , what feclings ; and afteions, 
what tendernefies ,and iweetneſies had this 
woſt puic Virgin , when ſhe conſidered that 
ſhe had conceiued by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ard kept in ber womb, nine months, 
the ſon of God , without incumbrance or 
trouble,and brought him forth without paia, 
and being a mother remained a Uitgin?When 
ſhe ſaw the Angels that came downfrom hea» 
'. ventoadore him,and ſcrue him, and tomake 
biw.muſick , and to manifeſt him to the ſhee- 
pheards : and when ſhe ſaw the ſame ſhcep- 
heards come to reverence, and to do homage 
totheir Saviour, and Lord ? Let vs then con» 
gratulate with this Lady , and: be glad of her 


| 


faics) and having been inſtructed by the Uir- 
gin Sz Sopbia, in the perſecution of Ualcrian, 
by the command of Probus PrefeR , was ap» 
prehended, put intochains, buffeted, tormen- 
ted with fire, and with whips, and her breaſts 
being cut off, her nails torn off, her teeth 
broken , and her feet, and: hands cut off, ſhe 
was beheaded, and aſcended to her ſpouſe 3 
Uirgin and Martyr , adorned with as many 
pretious jewels, as were her tortnents, The 
day of her Martyrdom was vpon the cigtit and 
twenticth of Oober,in the yeare of our Lot 
two hundred ſixty two. : 

The other_Azaſiaſia ( whoſe Martyrdom 
the holy Church celebrates on this day) was 
married to 4 Gentleman of prime quality , 
and" great birth , called Pablizs, who was # 
herce , and cruel man , and aueh giuen to 
the adoration ot his falſe Gods ; and tor this 
caufc hated Saint Anaſtaſia, betauſe ſhe was 2 
Chriſtian , and alwaies employed herſelf in 
doing good,,and ſuccouring the holy Con- 
feſlors, who in the moſt bloody perſecu- 
tion of Diocletian and Maximian wete kept 
in prifon , and put to torments for the faith 
of leſus Chriſt; Metaphraſtes faies, that Saint 
Anaſtaſia conſgrued her virginity , and that 
Publius ber husband did not come neer her , 
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but aflited het beyond meaſvte, ſhut her vp. 


' in 4chamber of highouſe ,Fiving hera cer« 


tain ſtintof meat , that ſhe might ſoon end 


| 


19y,and humbly beſeech her,that ſcing thatſhe | 


bas brought torth her moſt pretious ſon for 
vs, ſhe would obtain for vs grace of herſame 
ſon, that we may not looſe through our fault, 
that which he has gained for vs by bis merits : 
.and that he way, be (o born in our ſouls, that 
.we may be partakers of all the gifts, and goods, 
which by this ineffable myſtery , and moſt 
bumble Nativity he has brought vs from hea» 
ucns 
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Jews 

TTA 


FF naſtalias , both Romans , both 
*- very noble , and Martyrs. The 
AA Roman Martyrologe calls the 
- firſt the ancient Anaſtaſia,to di- 
niguiſh her from the ſecond ; who was marty- 
Tom, 2. 


; her daics, and treating ber fo vamercifully, 


that the Saint 'was compelled to write two 


' letters to Saint Chryſogonus Mattyr , whoat 
that time was alſo priſoner in Rome, beſee< 


; ching him that he would help her by bisprais 


ers to our Lord : and Saint Chryſogonus an- 


. \werced her by two other letters , which we 
' have put down in his life ;afd comforted her, 


andanimated her tothe crown of Martyrdom 


But it happened that at the very time thatſhe 
was thus (traitned and affifted, theEmperor 
Dioctetian ſent Publius ber husband, as an 
Ambaſſador to the king of Perid : and he 
when he departed from Rome, left her in the 
ſame priſon, with intgntion to put her to de» 
ath,when he ſhould return'out of Perfia, But 
by the will of God he fell fick bythe way,and 
dyed ,paying with 4temporal and aneternal 
death, bis 10gurious and tyranntical yſage of 
Saint Anaſtatia ; and ſhe became free, and to 


hauc the command of hetfelf, and of her me« 


ans , which ſhe wholly cmployedin the ſer- 
uice , and ſuſtentation ofthe poor , Eſpecially 
of the holy Confeſſors, and Martyrs, as ſhe 
had promiſed. It was 4 marvellous thing t6 
ſce the zcal and affcQion with which this 
bleſied widow , and Virgin, bufied herſelf in 
viſiting the prifons , that were folf of holy 


| Martyrs,and how ſhe comforted and tefreſbed 
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them and cleanſed their wounds, and alleuia- 
ted their pains ,and cnterred their dead bo« 
dies, and in all things conuecrſed with them, 


-as their ſervant of f(lave. But whilſt ſhe was 


attending totheſc holy works, our Lord, who 


had freed her from her husband , would give | 


her the reward of them ; and would not that 
{be , who with ſo great charity and humility 

ſerued the Martyrs, ſhould: want the crown 

of Martyrdom. She was apprehended by. a 
certain Prefe, and caſt into 4 bard and hor: 
rid priſon; where $. Theodota (who had there 
accompliſhed her Martyrdom , and reigned 
in heaven with Chriſt ) ſuſtained her two 
months with food brought from heauen; At 
the end of which time the bleſled S: Anaſtaſia 
was put into 4 ſhip with two hundred men; 
and ſeyenty women (Ulvard and Ado ſay fe- 
uen hundred) all Chriſtians ,to be drowned 
in the ſea, But the ſhip guided by the provi- 
dence of our Lord, arrived in the J/and Pal: 
maria ,whete Saint Anaſtaſia was tycd tocer» 
tajn ſtakes, and lified vp a litle trom the earth: 
then they put fire vnderneath her, and fo her 
body was burned,and her blefſed{oul purified, 
which was more on fire and zeſplendent with 
the flames of divine love ,:then ber body was 
with the flames of that other mategial fie with 
which it was-burnt; and conſumed. All theo» 


ther Saints that had come with her ,dycd for 
* outLord by divers Kinds of toxments&:deaths: 


amongſt which there was-one called Zutychi- 
a2,2 very ſimple man and without any malice. 
He was very rich,they took away all his goods 
from him , but he gaue go-lign ofbeing any 
thing troubledat it, for that-he had his heart 
fixed where his treaſure was, andto all quelb 
tions they asked bim, he anſwered nothing 
but this : They shaÞl not take away Chriſt from 
wie, althoufb they take av ay any bead. A certain 
matjon called ApoBonia took the body of S. 
Anaſtaſia baltf burnt and kiſſing it many times 
with great tendernes, and anointing it with 

retious oyntments, wrapped it in moſt pure 
lioven , and buricd tin a garden of her own 
houſc; where litle after was builta Church, 
and it was called by tes name. The Maityr- 


dom cf Saint Anaſtaſia was vpon the fue and | 


twentith of December*, in the-1aign of Dio- 
clctian, and Maximian,, in the year of Chiiſt 
three. hundredandthice. This Saint was very 
tamous in Rome, where at this day ſhe has a 
Church, which is the title of 4 Cardinal. Ot 
.her.do make mention the Martyrologes, the 
Roman, thoſe of Bede, Vſuard, and Ado,and 
Mctaphyiaſtes in the aQs of the other Anaſla- 
fla yet more ancient, which arc recited by Ly- 


peman in his fith tome, and by Surius in bis 


fixth of the liucs of Saints, 
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THE LIFE OF 8. STEPHEN, 
the firſt Maryy. 


Eſterday (laies the gloriou Saint Avy- 
j guſtin) we celebrated the 'Nanuity of 
| - the King of Martyrs into the World, 
andto day We-celebrate the Hay , on Ybich the 
faft , and\ Captain of «Martyrs Yent out of the 
World : for it Was conuentent that to ziwelite to 
mortals be who vas immortal s:0uln firſt doth 
himſelf vith fle:h nad that afterwards murtal 
man for the loue of the immortal Go, should 
contemn death ; and for this cauſe the Lurd vas 
born that he-might ay for bis ſeruant , that the 
ſeruant might not be afraid to ty for bis Lord, 
Chri# was born in earth , that Stephen might 
be born in beautn. Thus Saint cAngu#ftin ,ot 
as others fay/, Saint Fulgentius, The holy E- 
uangehliſt Saint Luke, in his book of:the As 
of the Apoſitles, has written the hiſtory ofthe 
Martyrdom of Saint Stephen; in this manner. 
The chicfof the Prieſts, and many of the ſe 
of the Sadduces, having out of 3 zeal for their 
law., and bythe inſtigation of the devil ;evv 
deauored to hinder the Apoſtles frompreach- 
ing the name of Ieſus Chriſt to the people, 
and whipped them, and threatned them; and 
the ſamc Apoſtles having received greatyoy, 
to' ſee themfehues ilt handled for their Lord: 
Saint: Luke faics, that the Charch of Chriſt ex- | 
creaſed and flouriched every dny more and more, 
anathe number of the Chriſtians ( who atthat 
time were called diſciples) Yere Arultiplied. Fot 
the works of God ate like 4 flame , which in- 
creaſes by the winds of perſecutions,and like 
Gold, which by- the fire , and by melting is 
rchned. The multitude of thoſe that belived 
in Chiiſt increaſed, not only in number, but 
alſo inſanity and perfe&ion , in ſuch ſorte 
that the faithiull ſold their poſſeſſions , ard 
brought the price of them , aid caſt it at'the 
feet of the Apoſtles as 4 baſe, and contemp- 
tible thing, giving to vnderſtand , that they 
were tholc who received the fauor, in that 
the Apoſtles would pleaſeto accept ofit,' and 
make vie of it, forthe profit of the poor and 
needy. No body bad any thing proper , and 
euery body had the things of all , for that to 
every one wasgiven what he ſtood inneed | 
of, without acception of perſons, Great care 
was taken to- provide eſpecially for the wi- 
dows, as ſtanding moſt in necd of comlort, 
and rclicf. And the number of the faithfull 
being now wuch increaſed , and thoſe that 


had the charge of diftriþuting the alms,diſtri- 
buting 
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—_ buting them not with that equality : the He- | in the love of God, Saint Stephen vas not inft- 
16 brews that were born in Greece began t6 | 1407 tothe wery «Apoſtles. There were in Hic» _ © 
cane” complain , and to murmur', becauſe regard | rutalem certain Synagogues or Schools, in DS 
#* wasnot hadto them in providing for their wis | manner of Colledges ,to which came out..of x x6. 


% 
- 
4 


— 


dows , as for the' widows of thoſe Hebrews 
that were natiues of ludea 7it ſeeming to them 
they bad wrong don them and that they were 
not treated equally with the reſt, For among 
a great multitude althoughthey be holy it is 
no majvel that there ſhould be ſome impers+ 
fe&t10ns,murmurings, and complaints. When 
the Apoſtles vnderſtood what had paſſed, and 


the ground that there wasforit: they called | 


together the multitude of the faithtull, and 
told them, that it Was'nort fittins, that they 
should leaue off their giuing 'of- food to- forts 
by their preaching , t0 prowmae\food for boties , 


and 10 attend to things of leſs importance. They 


ſhould therefore choole feuen men (notvery 
yong , nor very-old , whowonld either want 
know ledpe;of forces toUothat mnniſtery)and 
perionsthat wete known, atid approued;and 
full-of the Holy Ghoſt and wiledom','who 
ſhould cmploy themaſelues jn that pious -afhee? 
and they diſcharged of:it, might -with more 
liberty attend fo praier, and to the-preaching 
of the word of God. (for thata Preacher that 
he may inflame bis auditors with bis words 
ought firſt tobe enlightenedand mflamedby 
God inpraicy;& to gather init ,thatwhich he 
is to difpence torth to0thers; The aukitude 
liked well ofthe propoſition of the holy: A+ 
poſtles , anUichole fenen men of good repute, 
and offered them viito them: and the Apoſtles 
Jaid their-hands vpon them ," and: ordained 
them Deacons, to the end that beſides their 


taking care'todiſtribute the alms, andto pro- | 


vide for the faithfull that which they had rieed 
of , they might employ themſelves alſo in the 
gon of the Ghoſpel, 'and in the other 
things, which ate annexedto that Order. The 
principal ;-and moſt cininent of them was F. 
Stephen , 4 man (as the ſacred text faies) ful 
'\of faith, and: of the Holy Ghoſh. Who began 
immediately to exerciſe his office , with ſo 
great vigilancy and charity ,'that the maiffte- 
nance of the poor was very well in his hands; 
for he neither permitted it to beloſt through 
careleſnes,nor diftributedit by affeion ,nor 
was moucd to anger by the words, and com- 
plaints of thoſe that reccijued it:& treating ne- 
ceflarily wth-women,& widows,to whom he 
gave their ſuſtenance , he was ſo wary and 
40 modeſt, that he wasto all a pattern of cha- 
fity and purity.Befides this he employed him- 
ſeltin preaching ; and God wrought ſo many 
miracles by him , and there ſhined in his ltte 
ſo rare igrace, and heavenly tortitude', that 
he cauſed admiration to all. In ſuch forte , 
that Saint Clement Pope dilciple to Saint 
Peter, ſpeaking in the perſon ot the Apoſtles, 
that ordained the ſcucn Deacons , ſaies , that 


For this was the learnin 
' ded : as now thoſeithat defire to ity iy diness 


divers Provinces, young ſtudents, Heb:zews 
by aation, to:the end that in that city, which 
wasthe head of all their people, and where + 
the temple of God was ,.and the obſcruance 
of'their Religion flouriſhed, they migbticarn 
the law of 'Moyſes, and-the: gercmonics and 
traditions,with which God would be ſerued, 
which they preten+ 


arts and ſciences,go tothe yaiuctlitys, Dutof 
hue of theſe Colledges or Synagogucs{to wit 
of the Libertins, of the Cyrenians , of the xAlz« 
xanarians , and of the ſtudents out of Cilicis, 
and Aſia ) there came torthto diſpute with 
Saint Stephen , becauſe they ſaw him fo well 
learned, and fo fergorous;:and who by tho 
grace and force of hjs preaching, accompae 
nicd with '{o many prodigics and mirkctes; 
made'4.great ſtirr amonglit the people; ati 
conuereed many to the taith of Ieſus'Chrift; 
whom they held for tbeir:enemy,, and A'de+ 
ſtroyer of their law. They dilpotcd often'wich 
the holy Leuite.; and wereeper worked: wis 
chout knowing whatto anfwer to theargus 
meats which be brought them , nor 16the 
wiſcdom', 3nd ſpirie-of kim in whop -Ggod 
ſpoke,” They' were foaſhaqjed: and: confount 
ded , that they-reſoluegaokili/him; whom by 


] their reaſons and arguments chey were'-aot 


able to otcrcome. To/bting topats theienvice 
ked intentions, theyifoughtout fals witneflas; 
who ſhould accuſc him-before the HighPrieſt; 


and raiſing a tumult amongſt the people;and 
the ancients; and Sctibes ;they laid handzom 
Saint Scephen, and carried him to theis cone 
{iltory :\calumpniating him tohaue ſaid, (that 
Te/us of Natareth wat:to-deftroy that plate and 
 fochangethe traditions which Mloyſerbadpyyrs 
them. Boththe one and the-other wastals;for 
that Saint-Stephen had not ſaid ſo. The truth 
is, that they thought gad feared it badly in» 


terpreting , and changing the words which 
Chriſt our Lord had ſaid : as they arc wont 
to d6, who ſeck occafton to condemn him 
whom they hold for. their enemy. The holy 
Leuite being inthe Council , the High Prieft 
hauing heard the accuſation , asked him, if 
that which the witneſſes [aid,vas true? All that 
fat there, fixed their cyes vpon S. Stephen ( as 
commonly we are wont todo, when &crimi- 
nal ſtands-befare the ludges, and being asked 
giues an account of himtclt) and the Sacred 
Text laies, that they ſav bis facelike the face 
| of an Angel : tor that the Holy Ghoſt , who 
inhabited in his ſoul, ſhined , and darted forth 
| his raycsinto his body : and he being inno- 
cent, and without fault,and fo maſter ofhim- 


: 
| 
| 
! 
| 
i 


ſclt that he could not fear , he ſhewed , in 
his 
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. boking-glaſs in bes forehead So be. But what 


' had asked Saint Stephen , Whether that ras 


againſt him,deficing to lay bands on him,and 


of God, and leſus Chriſt ſtanding at the right 


Nial life ? For if the face of Moyles ſo ſhined, 


to the things which they talſly objeed a- 


Saint Stephen , Protomartyr. 


his countenance that which be had in his 
breaſt, «42d ( as Euſebius Emiſſenus ſaics ) 
ont of the abundance of the heart came forth the 
beauty of the body ; apd the interior purity ne- 
dounded into the exterior compoſition; and the 
light that Was bidden within , Was ſeen as 1n 4 


wonder is it , that be ſhould reſemble an An- 
gel, who was an Angel in chaſtity ? and he 
who like an Angel bad no care of his body, 
and imitated the fortitude and vertue of the 
Angels ? and being full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
alrcady repreſented that Angelical , and cele- 


when he brought the old law out of the mou- 
otain,what wonder is it ,that the face of Ste» 
ben ſhined like the face of an Angel; when 
explicated the-new law, and magnified the 
truc-Lawgiuer ? When then the high. PrieR 


#1ue Wbich as ſaid againſt bim: the Saint took 
the liberty to ſpeak , and made A very long 
diſcours , beginning fromthe time that God 
appearcd to Abraham, and commanded him 
to leauc his countrey, and go to that which 
be ſhould ſhew him : relating from that time 
the ſtate of the people of Jiracl, and the fa- 
uors which God had done them; efpecially 
by the band of Moyſes, whom God had made 
Prince, and Redeemer of his people, and had 
ſent him into Egyptto deliuer them as he did 
deliver them, working ſo many wonders and 
prodigies, Finally after he had ſhewed him- 
ſelf moſt skilfull in the holy Scriptures, and 

nified Moyſes as a miniſter of God, and 
A/moſt excellent Prophet , who had foretold, 
that God Would ſend another Prophet of bis lis 
mage and blood ( who was the Mcſſias) bom 
they ought tobear and obey, and had anſwered 


gaipſt him: ipfamed with zeal , he ſharpely 
repichended them , as vngratetull and re- 
bellious againſt God,and men of a bard neck, 
and'imitators of their Ancciters : who had 
perſecuted , and cruelly killed the Prophets, 
whom Cod had ſent vnto them : and they 
worſe then their fathers , had laid hands on, 
and crucified the holy and juſt one ,of whom 
the ſame Prophets had prophcſted, and fore- 
told the people that he ſhould come, Thoſe 
that were preſent bearing this it is not to be 
belieued what 4 detcſtation and hatred they 
conceived againſt the Holy Deacon. They 
were yexcd at heart ,and pnaſhcd their teeth 


to make an end of him. Saint Stephen litted 
vp his eyes to heaven, and ſaw an immenſe 
corporcal clarity which repreſented the glory 


hand of God : as one that was ready to fauor 
bim, and aid him io that hard encounter. He 


had this viſion, tothe end that hauing faid a 


litle before that the Iews had kille 


Father. And alſo tothe end that by that viſion 
he might be anitnated tody for that Lord who 
had died for him : and that he fight ynero, 
tand that heauen was opento him ; and that 
Jeſus was very ready , ahd prepared to help 
him : and that there is no tribulation nor evil 
{o great, which by the help and vertye ofoyr 
Lord may not be overcome. So great was the 


| Joy and encouragement that the holy Levite 


recejued by that yifion , that he could not 
contain himlclt , but burſt forth, and ſaid; 
Behold T ſee the beawens open , and the jon of 
man at the right band of God. That perhidious 
people, who deſized. to bauc an ocealion to 
revenge themſclues of the valiant ſoldier of 
our Lord, lifted vp their voice , and madean 
outcry , ſaying : «May the blaſphemer dy , may 
be dy : torthey held it for a blaſphemy to ſay 
that -he was in heaven at the right hand of 
God, whom they bad adens for a male- 
taftor. Wherefore they ſtopped their cats,and 
ruſhed in vpon him, and laid bands on him, 
and drew him forth out of the city, to ſtone 
him as 4 blaſphemer, tor ſo the law comman« 
ded. And that they might do itthe better, and 
be leſs cncumbred , they caſt off their vpper 
gatments, and gaue them to Saul to keep, 
who was Colin german to Saint Stephen (ag 
Occumenivs ſaies)and afcruorous yong man, 
whole blood was hot by his age , and by his 
zeal of the law , which he thought was deſ- 
troyed by the preaching of Saint Stephenzand 
for this regard he deſired he ſhould dy , poſt» 
poſing the loue of blood and kindred , to 
his Rudy and zeal of religion, And for this 
cauſc he kept the garments of thoſe that ſto» 


ned the Saint , that he might ſtone him by the 


bands of them) all , as Saint Auguſtin ſaics in 
theſc words : Saul ſo belped thoſe that ſtoned 
bim , that be vas not content to Fune biw 
Wuh bis own hands « but that be might ſfto- 
neStephen by the bands of them al , be kept 
the groneme of them all : and vas mor cru) 
by belping them all , then if he bad ſtoned 
biz vith bis own bands.In great haſt they ga» 
thered ſtones , and began with great fury to 
caſt them at Saint Stephen , who inuocated 
our Lord , and ſaid vato him. My LordFe(ss 
Chriſt receine my ſpirit. The Iews being bard 
and obdurate , and bauing hearts of ſtone, 
they caſt ſtones: and the holy Leuite being 
g<ntle and loving, and havivg a heart of fleſh, 
it diſtilled ſweetnes and goodnes, They ran 
to the ſtones, and Stephen to praier, They 
caſt hard ſtones at him. and he like 3 flint, and 
a barder and ſtronger Rone, ſtroken by their 
ſKones, caſt torth of him ſparks, not of anget, 


but of loue ,to mollify ,and fct on fire theit 
heaits 
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and not only. reviucd , but alſo glotious in Dicuw. 


heaven ; and fitting at the right hand of the **2. 
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—— hearts more hard then the very ones which | ſouls vnto God, that he would receiue them, 
26+ they threw. But after that Saint Stephen had | And ſoS..Luke concludes the hiſtory of the 2« 


Martyrdorn of S. Stephen with theſe words : nec, 
fit cum bes aixiſiet obdormiuit in Domino. zu, 


Dc recommended his own ſoul toour Lord, fal- 
BE Ro ling vpon his knees on the ground , he cryed 


out with 4 lowd voice , and ſaid : Lord par- 
don them this fin, and do not punith them for 
it : for bimſelt he praied ſtanding , and for 
his enemies vpon his Knees, For thoſe that 
ſtoned him he raiſed his voice thatGod would 
pardon them ; the which he is not ſaid to 
haue raiſed to intreat for himſclt: for that 
he ſaw their great danger, and obſtinacy: and 
being all on fire with charity , he bad not fo 

reat a ſolicitude about himſclt ; as he had 
about the perdition and eternal damnation 
of his bretheren. Imitating herein the Lord 
of all things created , who ypon,the croſs be- 
ſought his cternall Father to pardon thoſe 
who crucificd him : judging that he did but 
litle in following the ſteps of his waſter,ſeing 
thatthere was ſo great a difference between 
his life' and the life of Chriſt. Ardit is tobe 
belicued , that our Lord heard that praier 
which came forth out ofa breaſt ſo inflamed 
with his loue , and ſo defirous to imitate 
him: and that many of thoſe that were. there, 
and ſtoned him , were conuetted, and illumi- 
nated with the light of heaven, received the 
faith of Chrift , and died for it. Since we (ee 
that Sau] ( who was he that incited them, and 
kept the clothes of thoſe that ſtoned him) by 
+ the praier of Saint Stephen, of 4 wolt was 
wade 4 lamb , and ot A perſecutor of Chriſt, 


became an Apoſtle of Chriſt, and was perſe- 


cuted , and died for his loue. Ia ſuch forte, 
that tbe conmerſion of Paul Yar an effef of the 
prater of Stephe# , as Saint Ambroſe writes, 
And Saint Auguſtin faies plainly , that if Ste- 
phen bad not praied,, the Church bad not had 
Paul: and that therefore Paul Was raiſed , be- 
cauſe Stepben bowving bim(elf to the ground , 
praied for him, and Was beard. Anditis no 
warucl that our Lord ſhould hcat him, whom 
hiaſelt had filled with faith,grace,and fortitu- 
de, and had adorned with ſo many gifts of 
the Holy Ghoit, and bad made fo like vnto 
h:n(elt in bis death. For Teſus Chriſt was ac- 
.cuied of blaſphemy, and condemned becavſe 
he ſaid :7 am Chriſt the ſori of God, and you 
#ball fee the Jon of man ſitting at the right band 
of the wertue of God: and Saint Stephen was 
foned, for having ſaid that be ſav the bea- 
wens open and Teſus ſlanding at the right band 
of the wvertue of God. To accuſe Chriſt they 
ſought out fals witnefles, 8 they did the fame 
to condemn Stephen. They drew both the 
one and the other ont of the city. Our Lord 
praying inthe garden was comforted by an 
Angel , and Saint Stephen by our Lord hia\- 
felt, when he ſaw him at the fide ot his Father 
to aſſiſt him. Our Lord and jus ſeruant praied 
for their enemies, ani recommended: their 
"Tom. 2. 


When he bad [aid thiſe words , and bad ended 
the prajer Which be maze for thoſe that ſtoned 
bim , he fell aſleep in our Lord. He ſlept in our 
Lord , becaule be dicd for our Lotd, offering 
himſelf vp in Sactitice for his faith, and for 
the loue of his bretheren;He lept in our Lord, 
becauſe his death was a ſweet ſleep to him, 
and of great price for vs , and of great profit 
to the whole Church, for having bcen wa- 
tered with the blood of this blefied and moſt 
valiant Martyr , who after the Aſcenſion of 
our Lord, was the firſt that for his loue with 
invincible. conſtancy ſhed his blood , and for 
this regard Saint Stephen 1s called Protomar- 
tyr, and the Captain of the eMaityrs: becauſe 
he was the firſt (as we have ſaid ) that gaue 
his life for Chriſt, and in him were dedicated 
and offered vp to our Lord the firſt fruits of 
the Martyrs, and he by his example opened 
the way to the reſt, The moſt holy Levuite and 
moſt valiant Protomartyr Stepten being 
dead, Saint Luke faies, that certain men Who 
feared God , took bis body , and buried it. with 
great lamentation mthat is to ſay , with great 


ſolemnity , as Saint Hierom interprets it. The, 


place, and manner of hisenterrement , was 
teucaled by Gamalic| toone Lucian 4 Pricſh, 
and we hauc recounted it ypon the day of 
the Invention of bis pretious Relicks , vpor 
the third of Auguſt..He was toned without 
the North gate of Hierufaleam, They left his 
body in the field 2 day and 4 night, that it 
might be eaten by the wild bealts, but none; 
toucht it : and 'Gamaliel feat certain faithfu'k 
men, and gaue them all things.ueceſlary ,to 


fetch the body. in his chariot:to a certain Vil- 


lage of his, twenty miles diſtant fram Hierus 


 falem , where for the ſpace of ſeuentydaicy 


at his coſt they celebrated the funerals of the 
Saint with great reſentment, and put his body 
in his Sepulcher. This is that which.Lucian 
relates , by the reuelation- which Gamaliel 
made ypto him. But the Pricſts and Scribes 


| were not ſatisfied with the: death -of S. $te= 


phen :- but rather fleſhed ;.and licking the 
blood which they had ſhed,they were caraged 
apainſt the other Chriſtians, and moucd ( as 
the Evangeliſt Saint Luke writes ) a molt 
gricuous perſecution agaialt the Church.of 
our Lord, which.was in Hieruſalem : inſoy 
much that the faithfull , excepting the Apoſ- 
tles ( who were the pillars) abſented them- 
ſclues from the city, and diſperſed themſclues 
through divers prouincesand countreys,God 
ſowing them through theſe different regi- 
ons ,as a heaucnly feed, to gather A plenti- 
toll harueit by their preaching. Dorotheus 


| faies (Lknow not whence he has it) that vpon 
the . - 
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the day that Saint Stephen was ſtoned, Ni- 
26. canor died with him, one of the ſcaen Dea-: 
Decen- cons, and two thouſand other Chriſtians 
BER with them. As for Nicanor Hippolytus the 
Martyr alſo ſaics that he died with $ Stephen. 
The Martyrdom of Saint Stephen was vpon 
the fix and twentith of December, on which 
| the boly Church celebrates it, and it wasin 
the ſame year that our Saviour died and aſcen- 
ded into heaven , and the firſt day of the yea 
thirty five after bis Nativity, Hippolytus The-, 
banus, and Euodius writc that Saint Stephen 
was ſtoned ſeuen years after that he was or- 
dained Dracon by the Apoſtles: but this has 
no ground nor probability. The memory of 
. - Saint Stephen was ſo reuerenced by the faith- 
full from the very beginning of the Church, 
that Saiut Clement Pope writes, that the «A- 
poſtles Saint Peter and Saint Paul commanded 
that the day of bis feaſs.:hould be kept. And $4 
Tonatius faies that Saint Stephen was miniſter 
to Saint James the leſs , the firit Biſhop of 
Hieruſalem. Saint Fulgentius, afhicmes that to 
obtain the crown of Martyrdom , conforma- 
ble to bis name (for Stephen, in Greek, is as 
much as to ſay 4 crovz ) the holy Leuite ar» 
med himſelf withcharity, for which he could 
not be overcome by the Iews, when they diſpu- 
ted with him, & prayed for them when they 
Roned him : Charity made him reptchend 
them , that they might amend themſelues; for 
he was more gricuedfor their fins , then for 
his own wounds , and lamentcd mote the 
death of their ſouls , then the death of his 
own body. But in the Martyrdom of Saint 
Stephen did not only ſhine charity towards 
his enemies but alſo Faith, wiſedom, fortitude, - 
liberty and zeal of the glory of our Lord, the 
patience and conſtancy with which he died, 
and other ſuch like moſt excellent vertues, 
which we obght to endeauor to imitate, All 
the boly fathers do prais , magnify, and exalt 
aboue meaſure this moſt glorious Martyr:as is 
to be ſecn inthe homilics which are written of 
him by S. Auguſtin, S. Gregory Nyflen, S. Ful. 
gentius, Saint Peter Chryſologus, S. Bernard, 
Euſebius Emiſſenys, Nicetas, and many o» 
thers. The miracles which our Lord wrought 
by meansof the 1clicksof S. Stephen, when 
he reucaled his body , were innumerable. S. 
Aupultin recounts ſome of them as an cyc- 
witnes , and we haue treated of them vpon | 
the day of the Invention of his body , and 
therefore will not repeat them here. 


[ 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT I0HN, 
Apoſtle aud Enangeliſt. 


Fig HE blefſed Prophet; Apoſtle 
: Ng Evangcliſt, D»Qor, Yugin,and 


Maityr Saint Jobn ,and by ang- 


L=& 041 Lord, was by nation # G alje 
lean , and native of Beth/aida , as allo were 


Saint Petcr, and Saint Andrew, He was the 


ſon of Zebedee, and Mai Salome, and yoiiger 
brother to Saint James the Great. The life 
of this great Apoſtle , and fauotite of Icſus 
Chriſt , is to be taken principally out of that 
which the Euangcliſts wiite ot him in the 
Sacred Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and Saint Luke 
in the book of the As of the Apoſtles, and 
Saint Paul in his Epiſtles : and otit of that 
which Saint Iobn himſelf in bis Ghoſpel , in 
his Epiſtles, and in the Apocalyps writes of 
himſelf: and out ofthat which the holy Dos 
ors , and the authors of the Eccleſiaſtical 


. Hiſtory , ſay of this incomparable man , and 


- oh ſo beloued and fauored bythe ſon of 


The firſt thing that Saint Mathew in his 
Golpcl tells vs of Saint Ioha, is, that he and S, 
James his brother were fiſhermen, as was alſo 
Z&bedce their father. Saint Hicrom faics that 
they-were noble,and that ſor his nobility S, 
lohn was known to Caiphas the high Pricſt: 
and for this regard could cnter, and make S. 
Peterenter into his houſe, at the time of our 
Lords Paſſion. Saint loho then being with Ha 
mes his brother, and with his father Zebedee 
in 4 ſhip preparing and mending their nets 
tofiſh, our Lord callcd the two brothers, and 
commanded them to follow him , and they 


| were ſo obedient to that powerfull voice 


of God , that immediately they left their 
ſhip , their office and employment of fiſhing ; 
and that which is more,their houſe, father and 
mother ; and began to follow him , and 0 
be his diſciples, giving vs an Example of the 
promptitude and readines with which we arc 
to obey the Lord of all things created, when 
he calls vs,and propoſes to vs any thing ofÞis 
ſeruice : as did Saint Iohn, who becauſe he 
was yong, and in the flower of his youth, 15 
more to be eſteemed for what be did, Some 
Dottors , as Bede , and Rupett , ſay, that Ss 
lohn was the bridegroom of the marriage at 
Galilce, to which was inuitcd the Uirgin our 
Lady, and her bleſſed ſon with his diſciples: 


| and that our Lord choſe bim , and called bim 
+ tothe 
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Saint Tohn, Apoſtle and Euangelift. | 


theApoſtleſhip, honoring on the one fide mar- | 
riage with his preſence, and maniteſting on 


DEcEM- the other fide, that Virginity ought to be pre- 


yER»s 


ferred before matrimony. And many modern 
authors follow this : and would cuen make 
Saint Hicrom and Saint Auyuſtin to be of 
this opinion, although theſe Saints clectely 
do not fay it. But it 15 probable ( in my poor 
judgement) that Saint lohn was nat the bride- 
vroom in that marriage ; to which he came 
not as the bridegroom, but as one that was 
already a diſciple of Chnit, accompanying his 
maſfer.Befides that Saint Ioha was not native 
of Cana, but of Bethſaida ( as we baue faid ) 


and our Lord having come to honor warria- | 


gcs, andto ſanity them with his preſence, 


and to ſtopthe mouths ofthe hercticks which 


aterwards weic tone vp, and to condemne 
them as vnlawfull ; it docs not ſeema likely 
thing that he would diftulue the nuptial ty, 
calling the bridegroom , and ſeparating him 
from his bride , and ſo giue occaſion by this 
fa to the hereticks to dilpraiſe matrimony. 
Saint Mark addes, that atter that Chriſt our 
Saviour had called Saint Iohn , and his bro- 
ther , he gave thetn the name of Boanerges ; 
which ( as the ſame Evangeliſt interprets it ) 
is to ſay, ſons of thunder , which according to 


theHebrew Phraſe is as much as flasbes of /igh+ 


taing. And it is worthy of Conſideration , 


| thatamongſt all the Apoſiles our Lord chan- 


gedthe name of none of theta ; but of Saint 
Peter , andof theſe two brothers : Of Sainr 
Peter, calling him Cephas,& ſtone of rock, and 
of Saint Fobn and Saint 1ames, calling theth 
ſons of Thunder, The cauſe of his giving that 
name to Saint Peter, is cleat , becauſe he was 
to be the head ofthe Church , and the ſecon- 

dary. fundamental ſtone , ypon which after 
Chriſt it was to be founded. But the reaſon of 
his calling theſe two Apoſtles; and bleſled 
brethercn , ſons of th#ndet, was becauſeafter 
Saint Peter,they wete to be his moſt familiar 
and greatcſt favorites, and moſt regaled, as 
they were: fcivg that our Lord cartied theſe 
three Apoſtles, Peter, Tho#, and Tumes ,along 
with him to his moſt feeret ad intimate af+ 
fairs , leauing the reſt: aswhen he was tran(- 
figurcd inthe mountain of Thabor,and when 
he raiſed to life the daughter of the Prince 
of the Synagogue Fairs : and when in the 
garden he made his- praier to his eternal Fa» 
ther , beſeeching biny that the bitter cup of 
his paſhon might paſs from him. He alſo called 
them ſort of thunder , becaule they were to 
be the principal Captains and conquerers of 
the world, amongſt thoſe whom he ſent to 
fubjugate it,andto reduce itto his obediente: 

and for that S. Tobn eſpecially liKe 4 ſound- 


þ 


| 


| 


world, IN PRINCIPIO ERAT YVERBYM, 


made it well appear, that they were f4:bes 
of lightning and /ons of thandtr, \n that which 
Saint Luke writes they pretended to do. For 
our Sautour being to paſs through the city of 
Samaria, in his way to Hierufalem , he ſent 
ſome before to prepare that which they were 


- to eat, When.the Samaritans ſawthea, and 


kneyy by their habit that they were Icws,and 
of4 different religion from theirs, they would 


roo8 


as we ball ſec afterwards. Theſe holy Apoſttes ——* 
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not receive our Lord. The two brothers did 


ſo reſent that diſcourteſy and inciuility which 
they had vfed towards their Miſter , that ir 
flamed with zeal, they defiredto take venge- 
ance of the Samaritans , and faid vato our 
Lord , that if be pleaſed, they would command 
fire to come down from beauen,to conſume them , 
in puniſhment of ſo grieuous a crime. But 
our Sauiour anſwered them , that that ſpirit 
Was not of the New Teffament, but of the old } 
of Elias and not of his diſciples, for that be as 
come to-gife life to mens fohls , and not death 
to their bodies: and that bis Emuangelical luv 
Was tobe planted with ſwectnes , benignity, and 
gentienes. Another tice Saintlohn icing that 
one caſt out devils in the name of Chriſt, 
who did not follow Chtift ; nor was of the 
number of his diſciples : he prohibited him; 


and told him that ſeity be was not of their come 


patiy be owght Bot th make je of the #ame of 
our Lord againſs the Jewils. But our Lord hin» 
ſelf ,When Saiot Jotin recounted to him what 
he had done, dduettifed him , that he 1hoal8 
bold bixt for bis friend who was not bit enemy 
ad that be war fot him who vas not again 
him , ad that bb rhoald tot binder another it 
Whit be aid. So great were the fauors that Ic- 
ſus Chtiſt did to SaintToha and Saint tames, 
that Mary Salome their mother , confiding in 
them, and in the alliance which they had to 
him, took the boldhes to beſeech him, thathe 
would makethoſetwo, the chict perſons of 
his kingdom ; and that one of the might fit at 
bir right band , aid the other at bir left. Whes 
ther 1t was becauſe the ſons themſelues had 
beſought their mother to do fo, thinking that 
as 2 woman ſhe would more cafily obtain it , 
and that they ſhould remain without confuſi- 
on , and'without the complaitts of the other 
Apoſtles againſt them ( as ſome Saints inter« 
'pret it }or whether it was becauſe the mother 
herſels , of her own accord, as mother , was 


carefult and ſolicitous for the good of herſons, 


and cndcavored to procure it , without their 
bauing any partie that which ſhe did ; as 0+ 
ther Doors ſay.But our Lord turned himſelf 
to the ſons , to whoſe good the petition of 


the mother was direaed , and told theay, that 


ing and'dreadfull thunder was to declare vnto | they knew not What they arked bim. For if they 


vs; the eternal generation of Teſus Chriſt, and 
intone thoſe words which aſtoniſhed the 


chought that his kingdom was temporal,and 
of the carth , and asked the chief aad/moſt 
emi- 
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. Milk of a Virgin, is he who governs the hea- 


father as the beginting of life , of his mother 


fraid With #' great fear : and.the Angel ſaid 


you ne\vy of great joy , Which sball be 10 al pec- 
ple , that'to' 


'cred Evangeliſt, To the endthar men.might / 


'Fhe Nativity of Chriſt our Lord, 


nally ofthe immortality of his father, Of his 
mother without 2 father , and of his father 
witbout a mother : of his father without time, 
and of his mother in the end of times, Of his 


as the end of death. And he whom thou now 
ſeeſt mortal , and viſible, and ſutje&( by his 
own will) to froſtand cold, as beis the fon 
ot Mary , vaderſtand that he is impaſlble, in- 
viſible, and the moſt high , and exempt from 
all injuries of ſcaſons, as he is the ſon of God. 
He is 4 child, and appears to be a child in 
this form of 2 ſervahit ; but he is pteat and im», 
mebs in the form of God : the very fame that 
here takes the teat , and is ſuſtained with the 


vens, and the cours of the fun and ſtars, and 
ſuſtains and conſerues the whole vniucrs with 
Ms powerfull hand: And to the end that we 
may better yi;dertiand that which is compri- 
fed in this infant , and with what eyes we 
Ought to louk vpon him,& that he's true God 
and the Saviour of the world , born for our 
good: let vs look vpon the integrity of his 
mother.*for although, ſhe be 3 mother , ſhe 
is alto'a Virgin: ſhe is a mother ; becauſe ſhe 
brought forth the ſoo whom ſhe had conceie 


ved, anTheld nine months.in her womb : and 
fhe is 4 Virgin ; becauſe this Son is God, and | 
God beirg to be born, he was tobe born of 3 

Virgin: Fhere'was no need of baths, nor lawers | 
(faicsS.Cyprian) which are Wont 30 be prepared | 


ctined rid dammage from ber Saviour : who bro« | 
aght forth Without pain as tbe had conceined 
Without flight. The fruit being now ride and. 
in its feaſori-,febl from the tree that bore it: and | 
thete was no-neceffity of plucking off by wiolen. | 
ce which of its own accord off exed it) elf .Notribu- 
fe bas pridin this birth, nor did precedent delight | 
(*bich bad not been) demand any wſury of /or- | 
10%. And for the greater certification of this 
vetity, the facred Evangeliſt adds : That there 
bas {n that tountrey certain-ibepheards, who at 
that timit' were watching gand kept the Watches 
of the'night ower their flocks und the «Angel of 
onr' Lotilianre wnio them ;and the trightnes of 
G04 rht#eh round about them , and they vere a» 


v#10thihh Bd #0t fear, for bebold F bring unto 


| '#s bor pnto you 4 Saniour tbo 
is Chrift our: Lord, in the City of Dauid: and 
this 1h #2 form onto j0u-,that you sball find 
the-child wrkpped in ſwadling clouts , and laid 
in 4 manger. eAndimmediately there was with 
the Angel 4 multitude-of the. heawenly army, | 
Wh p1iav/ed God, and [aid : Glory be to God i8 
dhe bigbeſt and on earth peace 10 men of good 
&1ill. All theſe 'wordsare taken out of the fa» ' 


King Herod have belicued the Angel,, and 


in a wanger , att Angel comes from heauch <__ 
to manifeſt him, and to declare vnto vs who 25. 
he js. Our Lord came to redeem the world, Diceu- * 
and to ſave loſt man ,and as foon as he was **% | 


born he began to do the office of Saviour 
diſcouering who he was, and taking witneſles 
of the Majeſty that wascncloſed in that mo 


| profound humility. He would not manifct 


himſelf to. all , becauſe all were not capable 
of ſo great a good,and becayſe he would not 


hinder his croſs and paſſion : he choſe for wit. - 


neſlescertain poor anddeſpicable ſhepheards 
who guarded theit flock there by , and wats 
ched neer vnto 4 tower , Which was called 
Eder where Jacob had tcd his flock. For being 
the ſupreme thepheard , and Prince of ſhephe. 
ards , to whum ſhould he wanileſt huuſelf 
but to thoſe of his own occupation ? Bring 
the lamb of God who ought to have notice 
of hiaz before the ſhepheards ? To whom 
ovght the divin myſtcrics tſk of all to be res 
ucaled , but to thoſe who feed the Rock of 
God , and watch overt, to theend that they 
may communicate them , and declare them to 
their ſheep? To whom was the humility of 
Chriſt, and the poverty of the manger tobe 
preached, but to the humble and poor, who 


by their ſimplicity andplaineſs, were diſpoſed. 


to receiue the i1zht of heauen, and to belicyc 
that which they heard of the Angel, andto 
adore the Infant newly born? How would 


For Woren-neWwly delinered , for the mother re= hauc gon to ſeek and adore in a houcl the 


new born child, ſcing that for having only 
heard of him he was troubled , and out of 
himſclt ? How would the proud Scribes and 
Phariſces haue acknowledged , and adored 
him inthat abje& and vile figure; ſcing that 
being 4 man, and working ſo many and ſq 
great miracles, they re3zeed him , and nailed 
him to 4 Croſs ? The Angel then of our Lord 
(who according to Saint Cyprian, and Saiat 
Ambroſe and others was the «Angel Gobrie!) 
appcared to the ſhephcards in buman ſhape, 
ſhining with marucllous ſplendor , to ſhew 
that he was fent by Cod., and that the litle 
infant whom be came to agnounce voto 
them , was God , and more then 4 man, The 
ſheplmards ſcing the Angel ,. tearcd aboye 
meaſure , for that theis weaknes could not 
endure that excellency and Majeſty. But the 
Angel took away theit fear , and ſaid vnto 
them : Do not fear : Behold , F announce vat 
Jou nelvs of great joy Which sbatt be to all ped- 
ple,that to day is burn for 30u, and forgom $604, 
4 Saxiour who is Chrifs our Lord an the Gil 
of Panid. Do not fear but rejoyce , lcing 
tnat you. haue ſo great rcaſons of joy. and 
gladocs: 4 Saviour is born , and he is born 
tor you, and for your ſaluation.-, and be- 
ing God hc has become man , and of yout 


knoy God vpun catth newly borg, and laid 


' very nature, the which he bas elcuated and 
exals 
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exalted aboue ours, And to the end that your 
25. joy may be full, and complete, I let you know 
| Decen-* that to day , in this very hour , is bora the 


| ve Chiiſt of our Lord, and the Meſſiar lo much 


defied ; who as he 15God, is your and our 
Lord: and that they might hnd him and know 
him, be gauc them for a fign that they ſhould 
fnd the infant Wtappedin ſWadling clouts , and 
laid in 4 manger, O ſecret and inclhamable 
wyſtcries cf God , the Angel giues Iwadling 


clouts, 2 manger , and poverty tor figns of | 


the Saviour ot the worlds being born , and 
ofthat moſt potentand moſt wiſc king, who 
was to ſpoyl hell, and to ſubdue the Ucuils, 
and to giue life and faluation to the world. 
The ſhepheards went in great haſt, and fourd 
«Mary, and Jojeph, andthe child laid in 4 man- 
ger zand ſeirg him they knew that to be true 
which had been reuealedto them concerning 
this child. Jt is matter of great admiration that 
the (hephcards ſhould know that this child 
wrapped in ſwadling clouts, & laid ina man- | 
ger was God, and Lord of heauen and earth: 
becauſe all that which they ſaw, might rather 
make them to belicue , that he was not God, 
but 4 poor Iule child , forſaken ,andabando- 
ned amongſt the beaſts, But having becn ad- 
vertiled by the Angel , and amazed by the 
ſplendor of beauen, and by the wvufick , and 
praites of the Angels: and aboue all i}lumi- 
natcd by the light of faith , and mflamed with 
Joe by tbe fight of 'the ſame infant , rhey 
knew that he was God , and for fach adored 
him, and preached him: to others. - 

What then ought we to learn 1n this moſt 
high ſchoot cf the new born infant', how 
ought we to prepare ourſelues toreceiue him 
in our hearts, how ought we to imitate theſe 
ſoadrmirable exarmples which we here ſee,and 
tho vertyes which arc cucty where telplen- 
dent in'this ſacred Natigity ? which is che laft 
part of the three which we propounded abo- 
ue: The firft thing which we ovght to do, to 
the cod that he , who'today was votn' in the 
ſtall of Bethlcem, may de born fy our ſouls; 
isto-rejoyce , andt6'be glad with'd ſpiritual 


joy , for: that we haue'#God'lo gaod', ſo be« 


ning,and fo loving, that being in bimſclteter- 
nab, and vnicharigeable ; to day clothed with 
obr: flcth; he has wade mmſelf'an itifant' of A 
day! old, and ſubje&trorhe inclemency of the 
air , and the injarics. of times Let* vs 'rejoyce 
that 3 Saviour is. born vato vs ,'andatiur Sa- 
viour , ' who wilt dclincr vs obt' only from 
temporal dammages,” but alſo from our fins, 
and: fromy the enmity which we have with | 
God for theay : and- will pluck vs/ourot the 
claws of Sathan ; and 'open vnto vs the gatc 
of heaven? For if when a King, of Pririce that 
is heyr is born, there is tuch fcaftitty and rc- 
Jjoycmy;/ in all th& Kingdom to Eftedrate the 
Nativity of a.man, who is hke'the 'tefſt': and 


it is not known, whether he ſhall not be the 


and the cauſe (by his bad gouerament ) of as 
great lamentation , as his birth was w_ : 
what ought we to doat the Natiuiy of that 
foucrain King , who has written vpan his 
thigh King of Kings,and Lord of Lords? what 
ought we todo, when thatPrinceus born, who 
will not burden his fubj<Ats, nor lay taxes,or 
tributes vpon them , but will take theit bure 
dens vpon himfelt, and in his own body pay 
the peneltys which they deſerue ? what ought 
we to do, ferng hit born in whom are hiddea 
all the treaſures of the wiſedom, and know- 
ledge of God ? He whois the mirror without 
{pot,in which is repreſented voto vall tzuth, 
who is the fountain of all ſweetnes, and the 
arck in which is ſhut vp whatſocu:r God hs 
that is pretious? who is theliving law , who 
gives life to all laws, and redtcifcs them, and 
| correfts all our ations? who is the manna 
that contains in it allSauors , and the celeftial 
bread which only can fatiate,and the medicin 
which cures alt the maladies of odr fouls? 
who is the flower of the field, char with his 
tiagrancy and ſweet odour , recreates the 
world, and draws atl hearts after him ? who 
is the tun of juſtice that diſpates all darknes, 
and the admirable and immens beauty that 
takes away all our fowlnes : and finally is out 
King , our maſter, out Phyfitiats, our Paſtor, 


all this is comprehended in the'name of Savi- 
our. And forall theſe utles we ought to rejoy- 
. ce ,ard brcauſero day he has giten himſelf 
vnto vs, and*'now he is our own ; and we 
may be glad 4&4 ching that is properly ours. 
For if the Agel comethis day from heaucn 
to krep A fait on'carth , and to praiſe the 
new born intant,'4n1 to make him ewfick, 
although'oar Lord did not take their nature, 
what ought we to do, ſcing out nature (ſo 
eftriobled and exalted , that we are now the 
{ allies of God ? The ſecond thing is, to ack- 
| nowledge what we ow to this Lord fot. this 
| brncfit,, and the obligations we have by rea- 
fon of this alliance with God ; for if ſome 
great king ſhauld take to wife'a poor maid, 
| alt her kindred would be honored by that mars 
thape,and would ernideauorto deport themſels 
gcs ; not as before, but as the kindred of the 
| Queen): the ſame ought we to do ,cndeauoe 
| ring to'leauc the 01d taſhions of our paſt vilce 


—— 


_——— 4 


; blood Royal, after that the king of heauen 
| hay made himſcifpartaker of our nature. And 
' (6 faies Saint Leo Pope. 0 Chriſtian, know thy 
. dignity, and being to made partaker of the di= 
, #17: nature, do not return to the old cuſtoms of 
: thy'paft baſenes. Conſider of vbat bead , and of 
| Wh ar-80dy rhow aft 2 member : and conſider that 
| the price of thy raufoxt 1x the bloodof Chriſt, bo 

Will 


' nes and bafenes, and to live like thoſe of the” 


to&&0 


rvin and deſtruQtion of the fame Kingdom, << 


25. 
Decen- 
BE By 


frend;, brother, you , father and Lord: and 
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- vill judge thee Yith truth, as be bas redeemed | 
"25, thee with mercy. But we ought principally to 
Dzczy. Caſt our eyes vpon the manger , and har- 

BER: ken attentiucly to the Jefſon which this divin 


excellency of man, who was born to labour 

as the birdto fly ? Let this then be letled in Tv 
our breaſts, and well thxed in our hearts that _ 
our happines confiſts in knowing , lovin , ben, 


ag 
25 
Pct 
z&# 


Maſter teaches vs from that celeſtial chair,not 
ſpeaking , but holding his peace : he is an in- 
fant , but withall the word of the Father , 
whoſe infancy ſpeaks :and all the things that 
iptcruene in this ſacred birth,cry out atowd 
and preach vnto vs contempt , humility ; po- 


* uerty, and ſufferings. The ſable ;the crib, the 


- 'that he choſe for himſelf pouctty , humility, | 


ſwadling clouts , the nakednes , the want ol 
ſhelter , the cold ,and the company ot beaſts, 
what other thing arc they , but ſo chany yo1- 
ces of the new born infant , and a heavenly 
doArin , which teaches vs , that poverty 15 
not ſo great anevil as we imagin, nor arethe 
rich ſo happy, as the world belicues them to 
be , and that humility is the ladder of heauen, 
and delights the murtherers of Vertu? Their 


fancy of Chriſt ( faies Saint Bernard ) does nut | 


comfort bablers : nor do bis tears comfort thoſe 
Wo giue themſelues 10 much laughter: bis rag: 
fo nut comfort thoſe that go trimmly andgallan 

th aitired : nor do the crib and ſiatle comfort 
thoſe Ybo lone the firſt jeats in the Synagogues ; 
but thoſe Who with patience,infilence, and tears 
exſpef7 the diuin conſolation. Either Chriſt 15 
gecerued ( ſaics the fame Saint Bernard) or the 
the world eres. Chriſt can not be deceiucd, 
becaulc he is the eternal wiſedom : and ſeing 


and auſtezity from his very. entrance into this 
life, vntill his going out of it, alwaics clo» 
thing himſelf with this lipety,and exhortiog 
vs both by works , and words to clothe our 
ſelves with it : it is clcer that that which he 
choſe is the beſt , and that ye following the 
fooliſh opinion of the wor}d , de er, For 
how can he be happy who bas the greateſt 
honor in the world ? He who feeds vpon the 
wind that he may put bis, foot beforc bis c- 
quall?He who pretends charges, and gouern- 
ment, and makes himſelfa {layuc to many, that 
he way command , apd hauc power ? And of- 
tentimes buyes it with ſo many, and with 
ſuch anxious cares ,and with his goods, and 
with his life and with his foul ? How can ri- 
ches giue content to man, ſcing they are 
gotten with labour,and Kept with fear ,an 
loſt with grief? How can the ſoul of man, 
which was cteatcd for God alone, be ſatiated 
by athing lo vilc , and of fo litle worth, as ti- 
ches are , whicharec ſubje& to ſo many chan- 
ces, and misfoztunes', and hazards of beipg 
loſt? In fine , how can thoſe things wake a 


man happy , which can not make bim ver, 


tuous , and which are without him ? Fhen 
what ſhall I fay of the pleaſures, and delights 
of our fleſh, whichdo fo take vp,and carty vs 
away aftcr them? How fow!, how ſhort, how 
deceitfall are they, and how, voworthy of the 


and ſeiviog our Lord : and that although ho- 
nors and riches are indiffcrent goods , and 
which may be vſcd cither well, or ll, yet 
that commonly they are occalions of great 
1ns, and that a poor , and bbmble eſtate, is 
more ſecure, antl better prepared tofindGog 
inthe ſtable of Bethleem. And to teach ys this 
our Lord would be laid ina marper, and that 
his ſacred. nativity (hovld be reucalcd by ap 
Anpel to (hcephcards ,at: humble and poor 
kind of people , and that they ſhould bethe 
tirſt that ſhould ſeek , find, and acore him, 
And with all by chis he wopld teach vs, tha 
the office of 4 good, ſhetpheard is to watch 
and to fced his flock : and that (pititual Pre. 
lates ,and temporal Princes, and all Gouer« 
norsof the commonwealth, and maſters of 
families, ought to watch , and to endeavor 
with great care, and lolicitude to giue whol- 
lom teeding to their ſheep , and to cure them 
of the ſcab, andro detend them from the wo. 
lues', that-they may giue a good account of 
them to this child born to Gay , fo: he is the 
ſupreme Paſtor , who has committed them to 
their charge. And he who has not this obli- 
gation,for that he has no charge of others 
muſt be 4 Paſtor to hiwelf, and watch ouer 
bimſelf,bear and obey the. yoice ofthe Angel, 
ſeek out our Lord, and adore, and praiſe him: 
| becauſc he was born to fauehim , and for his 
good, 

But, amoygſt other things for which we 
ought to rezoyce in the-natinity of our Savi- 
our , one is , for the excelletcys and greatnel« 
ſes 6fthe molt ſacred Virgin :and tocongrae 
tulate with her for hernew and happy lon, 
whom with fo manly priuileges and diuin pre- 
| rogatines ſhe pauc to the world. For as ſhe is 
| the gatc of heaucn, by;which this greatlight 
was communicated to vs: fo by her,weare 
to enter in t@fce the ſameligbt and to be pat- 
takers ofthe; ineffable joy. which ſhe received 
in her bringiog forth of her divin ſon : which. 
| without doubt was immens, indicible, aod 
| incomprehenhblc.And to fignily this vatovs, 


g | the Evavgclift concludes his narration ofthe 


| Nativity. of oor Lotd with telling v#- that 
; this Lady. conferwed in ber . heart the myſtt- 
1465, apd yonders Which che. jaW , conferting 
' them together .' the more to praife and may- 
, Nify. our Lord, Who can worthily explicate 
| the joys and exultations of that moſt holy 
| Virgin.., who was on; all. fides, ſurrounded 
with fo great wonders? Andin 4 deepſeaof 
ſo greatmylterics,and Querwhelmed with the 
. waves of ſogreat , & {o lignal benefits ? What 
. did her pious and bumble foul feel, when tbe 


' ſaw him in her atmes , whom by reaſon of his 


Immens 
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immens Majeſty heauen and earth can not : red afterwards, The firſt having made choice 

' T7; contain? When ſhe ſaw hiw wrapped in ſwa- | ofa Monaſtical &perfe& life(as Metaphraſtes 4+ m3 

| Ip dling clothes, who clothes all creatures : | faics) and having been inſtructed by the Uir- cath 
1 and him lying ici a manger,who is ſeated a- | gin $; Sophia, in the perſecution of Ualerian, 


BE 
boue the Cherubins, and Scraphins ? What * 
did ſhe feel, ſeing whether the bowels of our 
Lords mercy did reach, ſeing that for his vile 
handmaid he had ſo wuch humbled and aba+ 
ſed bimſelf? When ſhe conſidered the fiogular 
orace which ſhe had foundin theeyes of God, 
king that amongſt all the women created , 
and to b: created, ſhe alone was choſen for 
Lis mother? With what humulity did ſhe ac- 
knowledge, this greatnes ? with what cycs 
did ſhe look vpon him , who had ſo looked 
ypon ber?What thanks did ſhe give him, what 
canticles did ſhe fing vnto him ? with what 
loge d1d ſhe anſwer bim ? what words did (he 
fay vato hia ? What lights, what illuſtrations, 
what heats , what teclings , and affeRions, 
what tendernefles ,and tweetneſfies had this 
moſt pure Virgin , when ſhe conſidered that 
ſhe had conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ard Kept in ber womb, ninc months, 
the ſon of God , without incumbrance or 
trouble, and brought him forth without paia, 
and beinga mother remained a Uitgin? When 
ſhe ſaw the Angels that came down from hea» 
' ventoadore him,and ſcrue him, and tomake 
biw.wuſick , and to manifeſt him to the ſhee- 
pheards : and when ſhe ſaw the ſame ſhcep- 
heards come to reverence, and to do homage 
totheir Saviour, and Lord ? Let vs then con» 
gratulate with this Lady , and be glad of her 
10y,and humbly beſeech her,that ſcing thatſhe 
bas brought torth her moſt pretious ſon for 
vs, ſhe would obtain for vs grace of herſame 
ſon, that we may not looſe through our fault, 
that which he has gained for vs by bis merits : 
and that he way, be {o born in our ſouls, that 
we may be partakers ofall the gifts, and goods, 
which by this incffable myſtery , and moſt 
bumble Natiuity he has brought vs from hea» 
ues 
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THE LIFE OF SAINT 
Anaſtaſia, Martyr. 


4 HE- Church celebrates two A» 

SPN naſtaſias , both Romans , both 

5 G vcry noble , and Martyrs. The 

{ON IA Roman Martyrologe calls the 

—_ frſt the ancient Anaſtaſta,to diit- 

niguiſh her from the ſecond ; who was marty- 
Tom, 2. 


by the command of Probus Prefedt , was ap-+ 
prehended, put intochains, buffeted, tormen- 
ted with fire, and with whips, and her breaſts 
being cut off, her nails torn off, her tecth 
broken , and her feet, and hands cut off, (he 
was beheaded, and aſcended to hier ſpouſe I 
Uirgin and Martyr, adorned with as many 
pretious jewels, as were her tortnents. The 
day of her Martyrdom was vpon the cigtitand 
twentieth of Ofober,in the yeare of our Lot 
two hundred ſixty two, | 

The other_Azaſiaſia ( whoſe Martyrdom 
the holy Church celebrates on this day) was 
married to 4 Gentleman of prime quality , 
and great birth , called Pablius, who was # 
herce , and cruel man , and auch given to 
the adoration ot his falſe Gods ; and tor this 
cauſe hated Saint Anaſtaſia betauſe ſhe was I 
Chriſtian , and alwaics employed herſelf in 
doing good ,,and ſuccouring the holy Con- 
feſſors, who in the moſt bloody perſecu- 
tion of Diocletian and Maximian were kept 
in prifon ; and put to torments for the faith 
of leſvs Chriſt, Metaphraſtes faies, that Saint 
Anaſtaſia conſgrued her virginity , and that 
Publius ber husband did not come neer her, 
but afflifted her beyond meaſvte , ſhut her vp 


' in 4 chamber of his houſe , giving her a cer- 
tain ſtint! of meat , that ſhe might ſoon end 


| her daics, and treating her fo vamercifully, 


that the Saint was compelled to write two 


' letters to Saint Chryſogonus Martyr , who at 
that time was alſo priſoner in Rome, beſee< 


ching him that he would help her by bisprai- 


ers to our Lord : and Saint Chryſogonus an- 
, ſwered her by two other letters , which we 
| have put down in his life ;aad comforted her, 


| 


andanimated her tothe crown of Martyrdom 


But it happened that at the very time thatſhe 
was thus ſtraitned and afflited, theEmperor 
Diocletian ſent Publius ber husband, as an 
Ambaſſador to the king of Perſia : and he 
when he departed from Rome, left her in the 
ſame priſon, with intgntion to put her to de» 
ath,when he ſhould return'out of Perfia, But 
by the will of God he fell ſick bythe way,and 
dyed ,paying with 4temporal and ancternal 
death, bis 10jurious and tyrannical vſage of 
Saint Anaſtatia ; and ſhe became free, and to 


haus the command of hetfelf, and of her me» -: 


ans , which ſhe wholly employed in the ſer- 
vice , and ſuſtentation of the poor | eſpecially 
of the holy Confefſors, and Martyrs, as ſhe 
had promiſcd. It was 4 marvellous thing to 
ſee the zcal and affc&ion with which this 
bleſfled widow , and Virgin, bufied herſelf in 
viſiting the prifons , that were fulf of holy 


| Martyrs,and how ſhe comforted and refreſhed 
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Saint Anaſtaſia, Martyr. 


them and cleanſed their wounds, and alleuia- 
ted their pains ,and enterred their dead bo- 
dies, and in all things conuerſed with them, 


-as their ſeruante of flaue. But whilſt ſhe was 


attending totheſc holy works, our Lord, who 


bad freed her from her husband , would give | 


her the reward of them ; and would not that 
ſhe , who with ſo great charity and humility 
ſerved the Martyrs , ſhould want the crown 
of Martyrdom. She was apprehended by a 
certain Prefe, and caſt into 4 bard and hor- 
rid priſon; where $. Theodota (who had there 
accompliſted her Martyrdom , and reigned 
in heaven with Chriſt ) ſuſtained her two 
months with food brought from heauen; At 


the end of which time the bleſied S: Anaſtaſia 


was put into 4 ſhip with two hundred men, 
and ſeventy women (Uluard and Ado ſay fe- 
ven hundred) all Chriſtians ,to be drowned 
in the ſea, But the ſhip guided by the proui- 
dence of our Lord, arrived in the F/and Pal: 
maria,whete Saint Anaſtaſia was tycd tocers» 
tajn ſtakes, ard lificd vp a litle trom the earth: 
then they put fire vnderneath her, and fo her 
body was burned,and ber bleſſed ſoul purified, 
which was more oh fire and reſplendent with 
the flames of diuine loue ,:then her body was 
with the flames of that other mategial fie, with 
which it was burnt, and conſumed. All the 0» 


ther Saints that had come with her ,dyed for. 
* outLord by divers kinds of tuxments &deaths: 


amongſt which there was-0ne called Zutychi- 
a2,2 very imple man and without any malice. 
He was very rich,thcy took away all his goods 
from him , but he gaue go lign of being any 
thing troubledat it, for that he had his heart 
fixed where his treaſure was ,andto all queſ» 
tions they asked him, he anſwered nothing 
but this : They shall net take away Chriſt from 
anc, although they take a ay my head, A certain 
matron called ApoZonis took the body of S. 
Anaſtaſia halt burnt and kiſſing it many times 
with great tendernes, and anointing it with 

retious oyntments, Wrapped it in moſt pure 
| aA , and buricd 1tin a garden of her own 
houſe; where litle after was builta Church, 
and it was called by tes name. The Maityr- 


dom cf Saint Anaſtaſiawas vpon the hue and | 


twentith of December*, in the: 1aign of Dio- 
clctian, and Maximian , in the year of Chiiſt 
three. hundredand thice, This Saint was very 
famous in Rome, where at this day ſhe has a 
Church, which is the title of 4 Cardinal. Ot 


her do make mention the Martyrologes, the 


Roman, thoſe of Bede, Vſuard, and ado,and 
Mctaphraſtes in the a&s of the other Anaſia- 
fia yet more ancient, which are recited by Ly- 
peman in his fiith tome, and by Surius in bis 
fixth of the liucs of Saints, 
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THE LIFE OF S. STEP HEN, 
the firſt Maryr. 


\ £ Eſterday (laies the gloriou Saint Ay- 
| guſtin) we celebrated the Nannity of 
the King of Martyrs into the World, 
anito day We celebrate the Hay , on Which the 
fuft, and Captain of «Martyrs Yent out of the 
World : for it Was conmenzent that to giwelite to 
mortals be Who. as immortal sroula rſt clothe 
himſelf vith flesh and that aftervards murtal 
man for the lone of the immortal God, should 
contemn death ; and for this cauſe the Lurd'vas 
born that he-might iy Giri \ſernant , that the 
ſeruant might not be afraid to iy for bis Lord, 
Chri#t was born in eanth , that Stephen might 
be born in beauen. Thus Sgiat Anguftin ,ot 
as others fay , Saint Fulgentius, The holy E- 
uangeliſt Saint Luke, in his book of the Afs 
of the Apoſtles, has written the hiſtory ofthe 
Martyrdom of Saint Stephen; in this manger. 
The chicfof the Priicſts, and many of the (e& 
of the Sadduces, having out of4 zeal for their 
law., and bythe inſtigation of the devil ,cv 
deauored to hinder the Apoſtles from preach- 
ing the name of Ieſus Chriſt to the people, 
and whipped them, and threatned them; and 
the ſamc Apoſtles having recciued greatyoy, 
to ſce themſchucs ilt handled for their Loid: 


— 


Saint Luke laies, that the Church of Chriſt en- 


creaſed and flouriched eery dny more and more, 
anathe number of the Chriſtians ( who atthat 
time were callcd diſciples) Yere multiplied. Fot 
the works of God are like 4 flame , which in- 
creaſes by the winds of perſecutions,and like 
Gold, which by the fire , and by melting is 
tcfined. The multitude of thoſe that belived 
in Chiiſt increaſed, not only in number, but 
alſo in ſanRity and perſeion , in ſuch ſortc 
that the faithfull ſold their poſſeſſions , and 
brought the price of them , and caſt it at the 
feet of the Apoſtles as 4 baſe, and contemp- 
tible thing, giving to vnderſtand , that they 
were tholc who received the fauor, in that 
the Apoſtles would pleaſeto accept ofit, and 
make vie of it, forthe profit of the poor and 
necdy. No body bad any thing proper \ and 
cuery body had the things of all , for that to 
every one wasgiven what he ſtood in need 
of, without acception of perſons. Great call 
was taken to prouide eſpecially for the wi 
dows, as ſtanding moſt in need of comloit, 
and relief. And the number of the faithful! 
being now wuch increaſed , and thoſe that 
; had the charge of diftriþuting the alms,diſir 
buting 
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Pc complain, and to murmur, becauſe regard 
zE Ro 


brews that were born in Greece began to 


was not had to then in providing for their wis 
dows , as for the widows of thoſe Hebrews 
that were natiues of ludea : it ſeeming to them 
they bad wrong don them and that they were 
not treated equally with the reſt, For amongſt 
a great multitude although they be holy , it is 
no mazvel that there ſhould be ſome impers» 
te&10ns,murmurings, and complaints. When 
the Apoſtles vnderſtood what had paſled, and 
the ground that there was tor it : they called 
together the multitude of the faithtull, and 
told them, that it was'not fitting , that they 
should leaue off their gining 'of- food to fouls 
by their preaching , to prowmne'food for bodies , 


and 10 attend to things of leſt importance. They 


ſhould therefore choole leuen men (not'very 
yong , nor very old , whowonld either want 
know ledpe;of forces toUo that wniſtery)and 
perionsthat wete known, and approvediand 
full-of the Holy Ghoſt and wiledom','who 
ſhould employ theraſelues in that pious affice? 
and riicy diſcharged ot-1t, might -with more 
liberty attend fo praier, and to the-preaching 
of the word of God, (for thata Preacher that 
he may inflame bis auditors with bis words 
ought firſt tobe enlightenedand mflanedby 
Godin praicr,& to gather init,that which be 
is to difpence torth toothers, ſThe multitude 
liked well ofthe propoſition of the holy A+ 
poſtles , and'chole ſcuen men of good repute, 
and offered them vritothem: and the Apoſtles 
Jaid their -hands vpon them , and ordained 
them Deacons, to the end that beſides their 
taking care to diſtribute the alms, and to pro- 
vide for the faithfull that which they had need 
of , they might employ themſelues allo in the 
p——_ of the Ghoſpel, and in the other 
things, which are annexedto that Order.The 
principal ;.and moſt eininent of them was F. 
Stephen , # man (as the ſacred text ſaies ) ful 
'of faith, and: of the Holy. Ghoſb. Who began 
immediately to exerciſe his office , with ſo 
great vigilancy and charity , "that the maiffte- 
nance of the poor was very well in his hands; 
or he neither permitted it to beloſt through 
careleſnes,nor diftributedit by affeFtion ,nor 
was moucd to anger by the words, and com- 
plaints of thoſe that recciued it:& treating ne- 
ceflarily wnth-women,& widows,to whom he 
gauc their ſuſtenance , he was ſo wary and 
10 modeſt, that he wasto all a pattern ofcha- 
fiity and purity. Befides this he employed him- 
{eltin preaching ; and God wrought ſo many 
miracles by him , and there ſhined in his lrfe 
{o rare4grace, and heaucnly tortitude , that 
he cauſed admiration to all. In ſuch forte , 
that Saint Clement Pope dilciple to Saint 
Peter, ſpeaking in the perſon ot the Apoſtles, 


. O s 
that ordained the ſcucn Deacons , ſaies , that 


Protomartyr. ' 
| in the loge of God, Saint Stephen vas not infe- 


140r to the very «Apoſiles. There were in Hic» 
rutalem certain Synagogues or Schools, tin 
| manner of Colledges ,to which came out--af 
diuers Provinces, young ſtudents, Hebiews 
by nation, to the end that in that city, which 


the temple of God was, and the obſcruance 
of their Religion flouriſhed, they mighticarn 
the law of 'Moyſes, and the- ceremonics and 
traditions,with which God wonld be (crued. 
| For this was the learning which they preten+ 
ded : as now thoſeithat deſire to ty dy diuess 
arts and ſciences,go to the vniucrlitys. But of 
hue ot theſe Colledges or Synagogucs{to wit 
of the Libertins, of the Cyrenians , of the :Alz« 
xandrians , and of the ſtudents out of Cilicis, 
and «Aſia ) there came torthto diſpute with 
Saint Stephen, becauſe they ſaw him fo' well 
learned , and ſo feruorous;-and who by the 
grace and force of hjs preaching , accompae 
nied with {o many prodigies and miracles; 
made 4.great ſtirr amongſ(t the people:; atd 
converted many to the taith of Iclus'Chrif; 
whom they held for their:enemy,, and 4 de+ 
ſtroyer of their law. They dilpotcd often'wich 
the holy Leuite , and were eyer worked:: wis 
chout knowing whatto anfwer to theazgus 
meats which be brought them , nor tothe 
wiſcdom”, and ſpirit-of bim in whow God 
ſpoke, They' were ſoaſhagied: and confount 
ded, that they reſolnegtokill him; whom by 
their reaſons and arguments they were -not 
able to ohercome. To bring topals their wice 


| ked intentions, theyiſoughtout fals witnefles; 
| who ſhould accuſc him before the HighPrieſt; 


and railing a tumult amongſt the people;and 
che ancients; and Scribes ;they laid handzon 
Saint Stephen, and carried him to.theis cone 
fiſtory :calumpaiating him tohaue ſaid, that 
Fe/us of Natareth war-to deſtroy #hat place and 
 rochbange the traditions which Moſerbadgrars 
them. Boththe one and the-other was fals, for 
that Saint-Stephen had not ſaid ſo. The truth 
is, that they thought end feared it ,badly in» 
terpreting , and changing the words which 
Chriſt our Lord had ſaid : as they arc wont 
to do, who ſ(eck occaſion to condemn him 
whom they hold for their enemy. The holy 
Leuite being inthe Council , the High Prieſt 
hauing heard the accuſation , asked him, sf 
that which the witneſſes [aid,vas true? All that 
fat there, fixed their cyes vpon S. Stephen ( as 
commonly we are wont todo, when &crimi- 
nal ſtands befare the Tudges, and being asked 
giues an account of himlclt) and the Sacred 
Textiaies, that they ſaW bis facelike the face 
of an Angel : tor that the Holy Ghoſt, who 
inhabited in his ſoul, (hinged , and darted forth 
his rayesiuto his body : and he being inno- 
cent, and without faulr,and ſo aaſter ofhim- 
| ſelt that he could not fear , he ſhewed , - 
is 
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Saint Stephen , Protomartyr. 


his countenance that which be had in his 
breaſt, «4nd ( as Euſebius Emiſſenus ſacs ) 
ont of the abundance of the beart came forth the 
beauty of the body ; apd the interior purity re- 
dounded into the exterior compoſition; and the 
light that Was bidden within , was ſeen as 1nd 
lvoking-glaſs in bis forehead. So he. But what 
wonder is it , that he ſhould reſemble an An- 
cl, who was an Angel in chaſtity ? and he 
who like an Angel had no care of his body, 
and imitated the fortitude and vertue of the 
Angels ? and being tull of the Holy Ghoſt, 
alrcady repreſented that Angclical , and cele- 


Nial life ? For if the face of Moyles ſo ſhined, 


when he brought the old law out of the mov- 
ntain,what wonder is it ,that the face of Ste» 
hen ſbined like the face of an Angel, when 
be explicated the new law, and magnified the 
true-Lawgiuer ? When then the high PrieR 
had asked Saint Stephen , Whether that vas 
t1ue,Ybich as ſaid againſt him: the Saint took 
the liberty to ſpeak , and made A very long 
diſcours , beginning from the time that God 
appearcd to Abrabam, and commanded him 
to leauc his countrey, and go to that which 
he ſhould ſhew him : relating from that tize 
the ſtate of the people of Jiracl, and the fa- 
uors which God had done them; efpecially 
by the band of Moyſes, whom God had made 
Prince, and Redeemer of his people, and had 
ſent him into Egypt to deliucr them as he did 
dcliver them, working ſo many wonders and 
prodigics, Finally after he had ſhewed him- 
ſelf moſt skilfull in the holy Scriptures, and 
nified Moyſes as a miniſter of God, and 

A moſt excellent Prophet , who had foretold, 
that God Yould ſend another Prophet of bis lis 
mage and blood (who was the Mcſſias) whom 
they ought to hear and obey, and bad anſwered 
to the thinys which they talſly objeRed a- 
gaipſt him: ipflamed with zeal , he ſharpely 
xeprchended them , as vongratetull and rc> 
bellious againſt God and men of a bard neck, 
and imitators of their Ancciters : who had 
perſecuted , and cruelly killed the Prophets, 
whom Cod had ſent vnto them : and they 
worſe then their fathers , had laid hands on, 
and crucified the holy and juſt one ,of whom 
the ſame Prophets had prophcſted, and fore- 
told the people that he ſhould come, Thoſe 
that were preſent bearing this it is not to be 


belieued what 2 detcſtation and hatred they 


conceived againſt the Holy Deacon. They 
were yexced at heart ,and pgnaſhed their teeth 
againſt him,deficing to lay hands on him,and 
to make an end of him. Saint Stephen lifted 
vp his cyes to heaucn, and ſaw an immenſe 
corporcal clartty which repreſented the glory 
of God , and leſus Chriſt ſtanding at the right 
hand of God : as one that was rcady to fauor 
him, and aid him io that hard encounter. He 


had this viſion, tothe end that hauing faid a 


litle before that the Iews bad killed I: 


heaven ; and fitting at the right band of the **3. 


Father. And alſo tothe end that by that viſion 
he might be anitnated tody for that Lord who 
had died for him : and that he might vnterſ, 
tand that heauen was opento him ; and that 
Jeſus was very ready , and prepared to help 
bim : and that there is notribulation nor evil 
ſo great, which by the help and vertue ofour 
Loid may not be overcome. So great was the 


Joy andencovragement that the holy Levite 


recejued by that viſion , that he could not 
contain himlclt , but burſt forth, and ſaid; 
Behold T ſee the heauens open , and the jonof 
man at the right band of God, That perhidious 
people, who deſirxed to have an occalion to 
revenge themſclues of the valiant ſoldier of 
our Lord, lifted vp their voice , and madean 
outcry , ſaying : «May the blaſphemer dy , may 


be dy : torthey held it for 4 blaſphemy to ſay, 


that he was in heaven at the right hand of 
God, whom they bad condemned for & male< 
taQtor. Wherefore they Ropped their cats. and 
ruſhed in vpon him, and laid bands on him, 
and drew him forth out of the city, to ſtone 
him as 4 blaſphemer, tor ſo the law comman. 
ded. And that they might do it the better, and 
be leſs cncumbred , they caſt off their vpper 
gatments, and gaue them to Saul to keep, 
who was Cofin german to Saint Stephen (ag 
Occumenivs ſaics)and atcruorous yong man, 
whoſe blood was hot by his age , and by his 
zeal of the law , which he thought was deſ- 
troyed by the preaching of Saint Stephenz;and 
for this regard he defired he ſhould dy , poſts 
poſing the loue of blood and kindred , to 
his ſtudy and zeal of religion, And for this 
cauſe he kept the garments of thoſe that ſo» 


ned the Saint , that he might ſtone him by the 


hands of them all , as Saint Auguſtin ſaicsin 
theſe words : Saul ſo belped thoſe that ſtoned 
bim , that be Was not content to Fune biw 
Wuh bis own hands « but that be might ſto- 
ne®Stephen by the bands of them all , be kept 
the garments of them all : and vas morecrut 
by helping them all , then if he had ſtoned 
him vith bis own bangds.In great haſt they gas 
thered ſtones , and began with great fury to 
caſt them at Saint Stephen , who inuocated 
our Lord , and ſaid vato him. Ay LordFe(us 
Chriſt receine my ſpirit. The Iews being bard 
and obdurate , and bauing hearts of ſtone, 
they caſt ſtones: and the holy Leuite being 
g-ntle and lowing, and having a heart of fleſh, 
it diſtilled ſweetnes and goodnes, They ran 
to the ſtones, and Stephen to praier, They 
caſt hard ſtones at him. and he like 4 flint, and 
a barder and ſtronger Rone, ſtroken by their 
ſtones, caſt torth of him ſparks, not of m_ 

's 


but of loue , to mollify ,and fct on fire thei 
heaits 


| 
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Saint Stephen, Protomartyr. 
— J.- hearts more hard then the very Rones which 


1 25 they threw. But after that Saint Stephen had 


Gp Jens commended his own ſoul toour Lord, fal- 
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ling vpon his Knees on the ground , he cryed 
out with 4 lowd voice , and ſaid : Lord par- 
don them this fin, and do not puntsh them for 
it : for bimſelt he praied ſtanding , and tor 
his enemies vpon his knees, For thoſe that 
ſtoned him he raiſed his voice thatGod would 
pardon them 3; the which he is not ſaid to 
haue raiſed to intreat for himſclt: for that 
he ſaw their great danger, and obſtinacy: and 
being all on fire with charity , he bad not fo 
great 2 ſolicitude about himſelt ; as he had 
about the perdition and eternal damnation 
of his bretheren. Imitating herein the Lord 
of all things created , who vpon.the croſs be- 
ſought his cternall Father to pardon thoſe 
who crucified him : judging that he did but 
litle in following the ſteps of his waſter,ſeing 
that there was ſo great 4 difference between 
his life and the life of Chriſt, Andit is tobe 
belicued , that our Lord heard that praier 
which came forth out of a breaſt ſo inflamed 
with his loue-, and ſo defirous to imitate 
him: and that many of thoſe that were. there, 
and ſtoned him , were conuetted, and illumi- 
nated with the light of heaven,receiucd the 
faith of Chrift , and died for it. Since we fee 
that $aul( who was he that incited them, and 
kept the clothes of thoſe that ſtoned him) by 


+ the praier of Saint Stephen, of 3 wolt was 


made 4lamb , and ot & perſecutor of Chriſt, 
became an Apoſtle of Chriſt, and was perſe- 
cuted , and died for his loue. In ſuch forte, 
that tbe conuerſion of Paul Yas an effef of the 
prater of Stephe# , as Saint Ambrole writes. 
And Saint Auguſtin faies plainly , that if Ste- 
pben bad not praied , the Church bad not had 
Paul: and that therefore Paul Yeas raiſed , be- 
cauſe Stepben bowing biml(elf to the ground , 
praied for him, and Was beard. Anditis no 
waruel that our Lord ſhould heat him, whom 
himſe]t had filled with faith,grace,and fortitu- 
de , and had adorned with ſo many gitts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and bad made fo like vnto 
h:mielt in bis death. For Teſus Chriſt was ac- 
.cuied of blaſphemy, and condemned becanſe 
he laid :F am Chriſt the ſori of God, and you 
ball ſee the ſon of man ſitting at the right band 
of the vertue of God: and Saint Stephen was 
toned, tor having ſaid that be ſav the bea- 
wens open and Tejus ſianding at the right band 
of the wertue of God, To accuſe Chriſt they 
ſought out fals witnefles, & they did the fame 
to condemn Stephen, They drew both the 
one and the other oat of the city, Our Lord 
praying inthe garden was comforted by an 
Anpel , and Saint Stephen by our Lord hia\- 
felt, when he ſaw him at the fide ot his Father 
to aſſiſt him. Our Lord and his ſeruant praied 
for their enemies, and recommended: their 
"Tom, 2. 


| faies (Lknow not whence he has it) that ypon 
the . - 


} ſouls vnto God, that he would recciue them, 


And ſoS..Luke concludes the hiſtory of the 
Martyrdom of S. Stephen with theſe words : 
fit cum bec axiſiet obdormiuit in Domino. 
When he bad [aid thiſe words, and bad ended 
the praier Which be maze for thoſe that ſtoned 


bim , he fell aſleep in our Lord. ie ſlept in our | 


Lord , becaule be dicd for our Lotd, offering 
himſelf vp in Sacrifice for his faith, and for 
the love of his bretheren.He ſlept in our Lord, 
becauſe his death was a ſweet (leep to him, 
and of great price for vs , and of great prohit 
to the whole Church, for having bcen wa- 
tered with the blood of this bleſſed and moſt 
valiant Martyr , who after the Aſcenſion of 
our Lord, was the firſt that for his loue with 
invincible. conſtancy ſhed his blood , and for 
this regard Saint Stephen 1s called Protomar- 
tyr, and the Captain of the Martyrs: becauſe 
he was the firſt (as we have ſaid ) that gaue 
his life for Chriſt, and in him were dedicated 
and offered vp to our Lord the firſt fruits of 
the Martyrs, and he by his example opened 
the way to the reſt, The moſt holy Levite and 
moſt valiant Protomartyr Stepten being 
dead, Saint Luke faies, that certain men Who 
feared God , took bis body , and buried it With 
great lamentation wthat is to ſay , with great 


ſolemnity , as Saint Hierom interprets it. The. 


place, and manner of hisenterrement , was 
teucaled by Gamalicl toone Lucian 4.Prieſt, 
and we haue recounted it ypon the day of 
the Invention of his pretious Relicks , vpon 
the third of Auguſt. He was toned without 
the North gate of Hierufaleam, They left his 
body in the field 2 day and 4 night, that it 
might be caten by the wild bealts, but none: 
coucht it : and Gamaliel feat certain faithfu'l 
men, and gaue them all things neceſſary , to 
fetchthe body. in his chariot to a certain Vil- 
lage of his, twenty miles diſtant from Hierus 


 falem , where for the ſpace of ſeventy daics 


at his coſt they celebrated the funerals of the 
Saint with great reſentment, and put his body 
in his Sepulcher. This is that which Lucian 
relates , by the reuclation-which Gamealicl 
made ypto him. .But the Pricts and Scribes 


| were not ſatisfied with the death of S. Ste« 


phen :- but rather fleſhed ; and licking 'the 
blood which they had (hed,they were caraged 
againſt the other Chriſtians, and moucd ( as 
the Evangeliſt Saint Luke writes ) a moſt 
orieuous perſecution agaiaſt the Church of 
our Lord, which.was in Hieruſalem : inſos 
much that the faitkfull ,excepting the Apoſ« 
tles ( who were the pillars) abſented them- 
ſclues from the city, and diſperſed themſclues 
through divers prouincesand countreys,God 
ſowing them through theſe different regi- 
ons ,as a heaucnly feed, to gather A plenti- 
toll harucit by their preaching. Dorotheus 
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the day that Saint Stephen was ſtoned, Ni- 
| 26. canor died with him, one of the ſcuen Dea-+ 
| Decen- cons, and two thouſand other Chriſtians 
| BE& with them. As for Nicanor Hippolytus the 
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Martyr alſo ſaics that he died with &; Stephen. 
The Martyrdom of Saint Stephen was vpon 
the ſix and twentith of December, on which 
the holy Church celebrates it, and it wasin 
the ſame year that our Saviour died and aſcen- 
ded into heaven , and the firſt day of the year 
thirty five after bis Nativity. Hippolytus The-, 
banus, ard Euodius write that Saint Stephen 
was ſtoned ſeuen years after that he was or- 
dained Deacon by the Apoſtles : but this has 
no ground nor probability. The memory of 
Saint Stephen was ſo reuerenced by the faith- 
full from the very beginning of the Church, 
that Saiut Clement Pope writes, that the A- 
poſtles Saint Peter and Saint Paul tommanded 
that the day of bis feaſt should be kept. And $4 
Tenatius faics that Saint Stephen was miniſter 
to Saint James the leſs , the firit Biſhop of 
Hierufalem. Saint Fulgentius, afficmes that to 
obtain the crown of Martyrdom , conforma- 
ble to bis name (for Stephen, in Greek, is as 
much as to ſay 4 cov ) the holy Levite ar» 
med himſelf withcharity, for which he could 
not be overcome by the Iews,when they diſpu- 
ted with him, & prayed for them when they 
Roned him : Charity made him reptehend 
them , that they might amend themſclues; for 
he was more grieued for their fins , then for 
his own wounds , and lamented mote the 
death of their ſouls , then the death of his 
own body. But in the Martyrdom of Saint 
Stephen did not only ſhine charity towards 


his enemies ,but alſo Faith, wiſcdom, fortitude, - 


liberty and zeal of the glory of our Lord, the 
patience and conſtancy with which he died, 
and other ſuch like moſt excellent vertues, 
which we ovght to endeauor to imitate, All 
the boly fathers do prais , magnify, and exalt 
abouc meaſure this moſt glorious Martyr:as is 
to be ſecn in the homilies which arc written of 
him by S. Auguſtin, S. Gregory Nyflen, S. Ful. 
gentius, Saint Peter Chryſologus, S. Bernard, 
Euſebius Emiſſcnys, Nicetas, and many 0+» 
thers. The miracles which our Lord wrought 
by meansof the rclicksof S. Stephen, when 
he reucaled his body , were innumerable. S, 
Augultin recounts ſome of them as an eyc- 


witnes , and we haue treated of them vpon | 


the day of the Inucntion of his body , and 
therefore will not repeat them here. 


THE LIFE OF SAINT I0 HN, 
Apoſtle aud Enangeliſt, 


N _. HE bleſſed Prophet; Aroſtle 
0 - FS Evangcliſt, D>&or, Vugin,and 
MY _ Saint Jobn ,and by ano- 
AGN 12) ther name. the belowend dilcible of 
oS Ser 041 Lord, was by ation Boas 
lean , and native of Berh/aida , as allo were 
Saint Peter, and Saint Andrew. He was the 
lon of Zebedee, and eMaiy Salome, and yorger 
brother to Saint James the Great. The life 
of this great Apoitle , and fauotite of Icſus 
Chriſt , is to be taken principally out of that 
which the Evangeliſts wiite ot him in the 

Sacred Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and Saint Luke | 
in the bock of the As of the Apoſtles, and 
Saint- Paul in his Epiſtles : and otit of that 
which Saint Iobn himſelf in bis Ghoſpel , in 
his Epiſtles, and in the Apocalyps writes of 
himſelf: and out ofthat which the holy Dos 
ors , and the authors of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory , ſay of this incomparable man , and 
_ ſo beloued and fauored bythe ſon of 


The firſt thing that Saint Mathew in his 
Goſpel tells vs of Saint Iohn, is, that he and $, 
James his brother were fiſhermen, as was alſo 
Z&bedce their father. Saint Hicrom faies that 
they-were noble,and that ſor his nobility S, 
lohn was known to Caiphas the high Pricſt: 
and for this regard could center, and make S. 
Peterenter into his houſe, at the time of our 
Lords Paſſion. Saint lohn then being with Ha 
mes his brother, and with his father Zebedee 
in 4 ſhip preparing and mending their nets 
tofiſh, our Lord callcd the two brothers, and 
commanded them to follow him , and they 
were. ſo obedient to that powerfull voice 
of God , that immediately they left their 
ſhip , their office and employment of fiſhing ; 
and that which is more,their houſe, father and 
mother ; and began to follow him , and to 
be his diſciples, giving vs an Example of the 
promptitude and readines with which we arc 
to obey the Lord of all things created, when 
he calls vs,and propoſes to vs any thing of his 
ſeruice : as did Saint Iohn , who becauſe he 
was yong, and in the flower of his youth , 15 
more to be eſteemed for what be did, Some 
Doors , as Bede , and Rupett , ſay , that + 
lohn was the bridegroom of the marriage at 


| Galilce, to which was inuitcd the Uirgin our 


Lady, and her bleſſed ſon with his diſciples: 


| and that our Lord choſe him , and called him 
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Saint Tohn, Apoſtle and Evangeliſt. 


theApoſtleſhip, honoring on the one fide mar- 
riage with his preſence, and maniteſting on 


* } pc22* theother fide, that Virginity ought to be pre- 
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ferred before matrimony. And many modern 
authors follow this : and would eyen make 
Saint Hicrom and Saint Auyuſtin to be of 
this opinion, although theſe Saints cleerely 
do not fay it. But it 1s probable ( in my poor 
judgement) that Saint lohn was nat the bride- 
vroom in that marriage ; to which he came 
not as the bridegroom, but as one that was 
alrchdy a diſciple of Chnit, accompanying his 
maſfer.Belides that Saint Ioha was not native 
of Cana, but of Bethlaida ( as we baue faid ) 
and our Lord having come to honor warria- 
gcs, andto fanQify them with his preſence, 


and toſtop the mouths of the hereticks which 


afterwards weic tonlſe vp, and to condemne 
them as volawfull ; it docs not ſeema likely 
thing that he would difiulue the nuptial ty, 
calling the bridegroom , and ſeparating him 
from his bride , and ſo giue occaſion by this 
fa to the hereticks to dilpraiſe matrimony. 
Saint Mark addes, that atter that Chriſt our 
Saviour had called Saint Iohn , and his bro- 
ther , he gave them the name of Boanerges ; 
which ( as the ſame Evangeliſt interprets it ) 
is to ſay, ſons of thwnger , which according to 
theHebrew Phraſe is as much as flasbes of lzgh» 
tning. And it is worthy of Conſideration , 
that amongſt all the Apoſtles our Lord chan- 
gcd the name of none of then ; but of Saint 
Peter , andof theſe two brothers : Of Saint 
Peter, calling him Cephas,& ſtone or rock, and 
of Saint Jobn and Saint 1ames, calling theth 
ſons of Thunder, The cauſe of his giving that 
name to Saint Peter, is cleat , becauſe he was 
to be the head ofthe Church , andthe ſecon- 
dary fundamental ſtone , ypon which after 
Chriſt it was to be ſounded, But the reaſon of 
his calling theſe two Apoſtles, and bleſſed 
brethercn , ſons of th#ndet, was becaulſcafter 
Saint Peter they wete to be his moſt familiar 
and greatcſt fatorites, and moſt regaled, as 
they were: Icing that our Lord cartied theſe 
three Apoſtles, Peter, Tho#, and Tames ,along 
with him to his moſt ſecret and intioiate at- 
fairs , leauing the reſt: aswhen he was tranſ- 


fFeured inthe mountain of Thabor,and when | 


he raifed to life the daughter of the Prince 
of the Synagogue Fairws : and when in the 
garden he made his- praier to his eternal Fa» 
ther , beſeeching biny that the bitter cup of 
his paſhon might paſs from him. He alſo called 
them ſors of thunder , becauſe they were to 
be the principal Captains and conquerers of 
the world ., amongſt thoſe whom he ſent to 
fubjugate it, andto reduce itto his obedience: 


and for that S. Iobn eſpecially like 4 ſound- | | 
| they kane not What they acked bim. For if they 


ing and dreadfull thunder was to declare vato 
vs, the eternal generation ofeſus Chriſt, and 
intone thoſe words which aſtoniſhed the | 


world, IN PRINCIPIO ERAT VERBVYM, 
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as wesball ſee afterwards. Theſe holy Apolttes »——= 


made it well appear, that they were flasbes 
of lightning and /ons of thunder, in that which 
Saint Luke writes they pretended to do. For 
our Sauiour being to pals through the city of 
Samaria, in his way to Hicrufalem , he ſent 
ſome before to prepare that which they were 
to eat, When. the Samaritans law them, and 
knew by their habit that they were Iews,and 
of 4 different religion from theirs, they would 


27: 


Deczn- 


BER, 


not receive our Lord. The two brothers did 


ſoreſent that diſcourtely and inciuility which 
they had vfcd towards their Maſter , that in- 
flamed with zeal, they defiredto take venge- 
ance of the Samaritans , and faid vnto our 
Lord , that if be pleaſed, they would command 
fire to come down from beauen,to conſume them, 
in puniſhment of ſo grieuous a crime. But 
our Sauiour anſwered them , that that ſpriit 
Was not of the New Tefament, but of the old ; 
of Elias and not of bis diſciples, for that be was 
come to gine life to mens fouls , and not death 
to their bodies: and that bi; E uangelical law 
Was tobe planted with ſwectnes benignity, and 
gentienes, Another tize Saintlohn icing that 
one caſt out devils in the name of Chriſt, 
who did not follow ChtiRt ; nor was of the 


number of his diſciples : he prohibited him; 


and told him that /eig be was not of their come 
pany be ought Rot to- make je of the Fame of 
our Lord againſ} the devils. But our Lord bims» 
ſelf , When Saiot Iotin recounted to him what 
he had done, aduertifed him , that he 1boal8 
bold bimt for bis friend who was not bis enemy, 
and that be var for bim who vas not againſt 
him , and that bt chould not binder another it 
what be did. So great 'were the fauorsthat Ic- 
ſus Chriſt did to Saint Toh and Saint fames, 
that Mary Salome their mother , confiding in 
them, and in the alliance which they had to 
him, took the boldhesto beſcech him, thathe 
would makethoſetwo, the chief perſons of 
his kingdom ; and that one of them might fir at 
bir right band , and the other at bir left. Whes 
ther 1t was becauſe the ſons themſclues had 
beſought their mother to do ſo, thinking that 
as 2 woman ſhe would more caſfily obtain it , 
and that they ſhould remain without confuſi- 
on , and without the complaints of the other 
Apoſtles againſt them ( as ſome Saints inter= 
poet it} or whether it was becauſe the mother 

erſelf , of her own accord, as mother , was 


careful and ſolicitous for the good of her ſons, 


and ende2gored to procure it , without their 
bauing any partia that which ſhe did ; as 0+ 
ther Doors ſay.But our Lord turned himſelf 
to the ſons , to whoſe good the petition of 
the mother wasdireaed , and told them , that 


thought that his kingdom was temporal, and 
of the carth , and asked the chief and /moſt 
emi- 


| Saint Tohn, Apoſtle and Euangeliſt, 


eminent places in it, they were deceived: | 
- for that his Kingdom was ſpiritual , and of 


heaven. If they belicued it to be what it was, 


. and would be preferred in it , becauſe they 
' were his kinſmcn , they were out of the way; 


becauſe they would haue the crown before 
the batle, and haue that by fauor, which is not 
given but for deſerts. And for this realon he 


asked them, if they were ready tp drink the cha-. 


lice of the Paſſion which he Was to drink? and 
they very couragiouſly andſwered him , es. 
But our Lord ſtopped their months by telling 
them , that they shonld indeed drink his chali- 
ce, but that the far## ſeats of his Kingdom, 
vere not to be giuen, but to thoſe who conforma- 
Hy to the difoſtion of bis Eternal Father should 
bane deſerued them.The Evangeliit ſaies morc- 
ouer, that when our Lord was to celebrate 
thelaſt Paſche,in which he was fully todifco- 
uct the loue which he had to thoſe that were 
his, and to inſtitute the ineffable Sacrament of 
his moſt ſacred body and blood, he ſent Peter, 
and John to prepare what was neccſlary to 
celebrate that Paſche , which for this regard 
was much different and much more cxcellent 
then the reſt. And our Lords joyning Petcr 
and Iohn together, wasa ſign , that for fo 


' 


| 


ching, in which his life was to dy, he became . 
very ſadand forrowtull , and ſhut his COrpoe oy 
ral eyesto all vible things, and opencd the = 
cyes of his ſoul to the inviſible, All hisex. »bER. 


terior ſenſes remained as it were aſleep and 
dead, that his interior powers might be more 
wakened and quickened, and mizht fee in 
that dium breaſt the 3neffable my ſtery of the 
generation of the word ; and all the other 
lecret and moſt profound Sacraments, which 
afterwards tae holy Apoſtle was to marife{t 
vnto vs ; and to enlighten the whole Chhirch 
with that light which there had been commn. 
nicated vnto him; and to water it, and to 
make it fertl with the waters which he had 
drunk in that fountain of lite. A moſt preat 
fauor ,i ſoucrain benefit , an incomparable 
grace it was, that which our Lord did Saint 
Tlohn in this ſupper : but much greater is that 
which he did him when he was vpoa the croſs, 
For all the reſt of the Apoſtles having abans 
doned their Maſter , and Peter , who was the 
head of them all , having denied him thice 
times, Saint Tohn alone accompanied him, 
and together with the moſt ſacred Virgin af» 


| fiſted at bis Paſiou on Mount Calvary, tranſs 


pierced with incredible grief, to ſee his Lord 


preat a thing he choſe his two moſt beloucd | and Maſter faſined to 4 croſs with ſuch crucl 


and moſt familiar Apoſtles. 
\ But a greater demonſtration of the fami- 
liarity of Saint lohn, and of the ſingular louc 
which our Lord bore him was that which he 
did to him in that ſacred ſupper : tor of all 
the Apoſtles; he that was neereſt vnto Chriſt, 
was Iohn. And having faid , that one of the 
t\Wvelue that Were at table with him, would ſell 
bim , and bea traitor,without ſignifying who 
it was ; Saint Peter dchiring to know him, to 
tear bim in pieces (as þaint Chryloſtom faics) 
and to eat him vp, dated not to ask our Lord 
who it was: but by ſigns he intreated S.lobn, 
that he as more familiar and more fauored, 
would ask ithim: and he did fo, and our Lord 
anſwercd him, that it was be to whom be should 
giue & morſel of bread dipped in the disb : and 
immediately he gave the morſel to Judas ; 
and Saint Iohn vaderſtod that he was the 
traytor. Whence is manifeſt the familiarity 
and privacy , which this glorious Apoſtle and 
Evangeliſt abou all the reſt had with Chriſt: 
ſcing that the Prince and head of all the Apor 
ſles took him for mediator, to know by him, 
that which by himſclt he darcd not to ask our 
Lord. But all this.does not fo much declare 
vnto vs his familiarity and fauor , as that 
which Saint John himlſclffaics ot himſelf, that 
in that myſticrious ſupper be leaned wpon the 
breaſt of our Lord, He.laid himſclt down vpon 
the armes and breaſt of Chriſt as his deareſt 
child and moſt regaled by his father. And hea- 
ring of our Lord that one of the Apoſtles was 
to Eu him,and that the ſad houre was approa- 


| 


pain and torment : and his moſt holy mother 
rather dcad then aliue,to fee him dy,to whow 
the had giuen her fleſh, and who had given 
ber his ſpirit. The bleflcd leſus then beiog in 


that conflik and agony , and ſeing his mo- 
| ther and his diſciple ; compaſſionating the 
' one, and defiring to regale the other , and 
| togiue vs anexample of the obedience , rc- 
 {peR and reverence which we ow to our pas 


rents , he ſaid thoſe ſo amorous and ſenfible 
words : Woman behold thy fon : and then tute 


| Ding Hhimſclf to Saint Iohn ; Behold thy mo- 


| ther. By which words hetransfixed withthe 


the ſword of gricf the bowels of his mother, 
who loſt ſuch aſon, and exchanged him for 
John :and he honoxed ,exalted,and enriched 
lobn, giving him for mother his ow proper 
mother,and making him of a diſciple, his bro- 
ther,O lingular grace. incſtimable gitt.O gift 
of pitts! By which,in 4 certain manner Chuiſt 
made John his brother both by father and 
mother, and parted the inheritance with him 
as with his yonger brother. For Icſus Chriſt 
alone 4s. the only and.natural ſon of the Fa- 


cher , and his inviſible jmage , the ſplendorof 


the glory , and figure of the (ubſlance of God,the 
conlubſiantial, moſt perſe& , infinite, coeter- 
nal,and in all things equal to him that begot 
him; of whom the Prophet faies: The Lord 


Jaid unto me,thou art my ſon , andto day bawe1 


begotten thee : that is to ſay, eternally. Andall 
thoſe thatarec vnited to Chriſt by 2 liucly faith, 
firme hope , and ardent charity , are his bre- 
theren , and members of his body , whichis 

the 
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Saint Iohn, Apoſtle and Euangeliit, 


the Church; whoſe head he is, And fo he calls 


27- them: for asthe Apoſtle Saint Paul faics: He 
Dxcen- d;d not diſdain t0call 3 bretberen : and being 
zz bretheren of Chriſt, they are adoptiue ſons 
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ot the eternal Father : ſcing that as the ſame 
Saint Paul ſaics: The hely ſpiret giues teſtimony 
unto vs that We are the ſons of God : and if 
ſons, ve are al(o beirs of God, antl coveires with 
Chi. But although all theſe ate ſons of the 
eternal Father , and for this regard bretheren 
of Chriſt , our glorious Apoſtle , and Evan- 

eliſt Saint Iohn is his more ſireight and more 
beloued brother (as was Benjawin to Tofeph 


abou all his brethesen) for that he is {on of 


the ſame father, and of the ſame mother, And 
be 1t, that all the faithfull who are in grace 
are the adoptive children of this Lady : tor 
although ſhe had only one (on,only begotten, 
and born of her womb, by him ſte deſerued 
to be the mother of all the living; and to haue 
as many adoptiue ſonsas Chiilt has brothers : 
yet of all thoſe ſons, Joho isthe tnit degor- 
ten , is the pattern, and model ot the reſt: 
becauſe to him alone was giuen this ſo cf- 
pecial priuiledge, and Chriſt gaut his mother 
to him for mother , and lohn to his mother 
for ker ſon : and he took her for ſuch, and 
ſerucd and aſſiſted her more perte&ly, then it 
ſhe bad been his own natural mother, O 
happy lot ! 6 pretious gilt! © incſlimable trea- 
ſure ! Ecce < Mater tua: lohn Behold here thy 
mother. Take Mary , not for Lady , not tor 
Queen , not for Miſtreſs , not tor aduocaticsls 
(as hitherto thou baſt held her, and the whole 
Church holds her) but alſo tor mothec. Take 
the mother of God tor thy mother. Take the 
Queen of heaucn, the Empercſs of the world, 
the Gouerneſs of all the creation, for mother. 
Take the beloucd daughter of the cternal Fa- 
ther,the ſpouſe ofthe Holy Ghoſt the Temple 
of the moſt holy Trinity, for mother, Take 
for mother her, that Sanfuary and bed-cham- 
ber, in which God eſpouſedto himfelf human 
nature : in whole reſpe& the Cherubins and 
Sraphims do bow themſclues , and whoſe 
beauty the ſtarrs admire, and at whoſe great- 


nes all the creatures do bumble themiclues. | 


This LadylI giuc thee for mother, If thou haſt 
ſhewed me the loue which thou begreſt me 
by being here with me, in ſo hardatime,and 
ſo great affliion; I give thec for reward of 
this loge my mother , Fice eMater tua : ſheis 


. thy mother, and ſhe 1s ſufficient for thee. 


Thou haſt recciued a good recompence for 
all theſeruices which thou haſt done me, and 
for all the loue which thou haſt ſhewed me. 
Thou haſt left for methy parents, 1 giue thee 
in requital my mother, Thou baſt leit i poor 
batk tor me, [give thee thisfo great i ſbipin 
Which all arc topals, all thole who fail thro» 
ugh the tempeſtuous gult ofthe world, ift! ey 
delice to arriuc at the haucn of Saluations 
Tom, 2. 


Saint John was ſo enriched with this trea- 
ſure, and ſo honiored with ſuch a mother that 
trom that very howr he took her to his own, 
to ſerve her, and to keep her co.npany , and 
to obey her with 2 ſingular cate , as who 
knew well thejeweltbat was giuen him, and 
the loue with which our Lord Lad given it 
him, and the obligation which he contrafted 
to correſpond vnto it, And fo he tarried in 
company of the moſt Sacred Uirgin at the 
foot of the croſs, vntill that our Lord having 
expired , 2 ſoldier opened bis Saned fide With 
4 launce , and there came out of it tlood and 
Water, ina miraculous manner, Saint lobn was 
ſo attentive to this myſtery, that he ſaw the 
blood,an]the water, and diſtinguiſhed them: 
and piues teſtimony hereof , and faies, that 
bis teſlimony is true, For out" ot that Sacred 
hde of the new Adam the Church was for- 
med, as Euc was of the old Adam : atid out 
of that fountain of life did flow the Sacra« 
ments ofthe Church. That water docs fignity 
vnto vs Baptiſm, whichis the beginning and 
the blood, the Saerameat of the body, and the 
blood our Lord , which is the end and perfe. 
tion of all the Sacraments, lt is alfoto be be- 
licucd that S. Ioha was preſent at the taking 
down of the body of our Saviour from the 
Croſs , and that he helped to put it iato the 
arins of his moſt blet{cd mother , and aftcre 
wards to lay it in the ſepulcher , watcring ic 
with abundance ot tears , and kiſſing it with 
extraordinaty deuotion and tendernes , and 
leaving his heart with it : for that his ſoul 
was more where it loucd, then in the body 
where it lived. After this, Mary Magdalen cas 
me vpon Sunday: morning to the fepulcher, 


| where our Saviour had been buried, and fin» 


ding him not, ſhe went in great haſle to tell 
Saint Peter and Saint John, as his moſt be+ 
loucd Diſciples, and thoſe who loucd our 
Lord moſt. They forthwith ran to the ſepule 
cher:and Saint Iohn being the yonger,and the 
more nimble, he came to the ſepulcher before 
Saiat Peter : although out of his humility 
and modeſty, he did not enter into it, yatill 
that Saint Peter was come, and cntred in; 
and then alſo he entred, and vaderſtood the 
Holy Scriptures, which ſpeak of the Reſurre. 
ion of Chriſt, for vatill then he had not vn- 
derſtood them. Another time after that our 
Lord had appeared glorious and triumphing 
to his Apoſtles, Saint Toha and the other 
diſciples went with S.Peter a fiſhing: and they 
havipg taken never I fiſh all that night , in 
the morning following, our Lord appearcd 
ynto them on the one fide ofthe lake where 
they fiſhed (although they did not know him) 
& asked them if they had any thing to eat;and 
vnderſtanding that they had not caught that 
night ſo much as one fiſh, he commanded 
chem to caſt their nett on the right fide of the 
Ddddddd ſhip : 
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Saint Tohn, Apoſtle and Evangeliſt. 


ſhip : and immediately it was filled with ſo 
many and ſuch great fiſhes ,.-that they were 
not able to draw it out, In ſeing this mitacle, 
S. Iohn (as who was more ſbarp-lighted , and 
more familiarly knew Chriſt ) forthwith ya- 
derſtood that it was his maſter and ſaid vnto 
Peter , that i#* was. our Lord : and Peter as 
being very feruorous caſt bimſelt preſen- 
tly into the water , and weny to Chriſt, and 
Saint Iohn and the reſt of the diſciples went 
in the ſhip, and cat with our Sauivur of the 
fiſhes which they had taken. Atter that they 
had caten ,and our Lord had commended his 


Church to S.Peter,and made him Paſtor of all | 
his flock ; he ſaid vnto him , that be was to | 


clotity him by hisdeath , and that he ſhould 
tollow him. And $.Peter beginning corporally 
to follow him, ke call his cycs back , and law 
Saint Iohn coming after him , and asked our 
Lord what was to become of bjw : and whe- 
ther he was to haue the ſame bappines with 
himſc]ſ,and to dy for his loue. For SaintPeter 
loved Saint John very deatly, as well tor his 
noble and amiable diſpofitzon, and excellent 
vertues, as principally , becauic he ſaw that 
our Lord loved bim , and cheriſhed him lo 
truch. To this queſtion ot Saint Peter , Saint 
Jobn himſelf fates , that our Lord anſwered : 
1f 7 will that be rexain as he 15 10 wvnlil that 
7 come , What. is that to thee? folluy thou me. 
And adds , that out oftheſe words the other 
diſciples interred, that S. Iohn was not to dy: 
although our lord did not ſay that he was not 
to dy , but that in caſe that be would thathe 
ſhould live vntill the time of his coming ,it 


did not concern Saint Peter to medle with it, 


but to- follow Clriſt as he commanded him, 
And although the Holy Evangeliſt had made 
this interpretation , and declared that which 
oar Lord pretended in thoſe-words there haue 
not wanted ſome , who founding themſelues 
falſly vpon them , baue ſaid , that Saint Iohn 
is not yet dead , nor ſhall dy vntill our Lord 
come to judge the living and the dead, But 
the truth is ,that the holy Apoſtle did dy ,as 
we {ball ſay afterwards : and that which our 
Lord would fay inthofe words, was, that it he 
would that SaintIohn ſtould remain without 
dying for him vpona crols, or vatill that he 
ſhovid come to puniſh the Jews, and to deſ- 
troy Hieruſalem with the atmy of the Ro» 
mans, Saint Peter was not to be troubled at 
it , nor was he to be ſolicitous about that 
which did not belong vnto him. This is that 
which we figdin the Euaagelical ſtory. con- 
cerning Saint John. 

. Peſides this in the bock ofthe As of the 
Apoltles Saint Luke writes, that alter Chrilt 
our Redeemer was aſcended into heauen, did 
meet together in the chamber of the laſt Sup- 
per, Peter, and lohn, Ilames, and Andiew, 
and the reſt of the Apoltles , putting S. lohn 


iu the firſt place aſter Saint Peter.He ſaiesmo. 
reouecr , that one day Saint Pcter and Saint 


lalcm ,at a certain gate ofthe Temple, which 
we called beautiful} , they found 4 poor man 
of forty years otage , who was lame from his 
nativity , who asked them an alins , and the 
holy Apottles gaue him one much greater 
then that he exipefcd, or asked of them: for 


| taking him by the band they gaue him health, 


and made ſound and whole the ſoles of his 
teet : jnlomuch that for the novelty of the 
thing he leapt for joy, and entred with them 
into the Temple. This miracle cauſed great 
admiration and aſtogiſbment in the people 
and made 4 great noyſe in the whole city; 
and the Prieits and Magiſtiatcs, to flop the 
dawmage wh:ch nughtcens to them from it, 
apprehended Saint Peter, and Saint lobn, and 
calt them into prilon,and afterwards ſet them 
trce, threatning them, and commanding them 
vader gricuous penaltys , that they ſhould 
ſpeak no more of Chiilt, But they obeyed 
God , andnet men , and preached tothe peo. 
ple Icſus Chtift, teſtifying uf hica what they 
had heard , and ſeen. They apprehended all 
the twcluc Apoltles again, and amongſt them 
Sgint Iohn ,and whipped them, for havin 
violated their commands : and the Apoſtles 
exceedingly regoyced ,for that God bad held 
them worthy £0'be ill handled , and diſgraced 
for his name.Saint Philip the Deacon preach» 
ing in the city of Samaria, and working great 
miracles,many were conuerted to the faith of 
our Redeemer: and the holy Apoſtles confi» 
dering that there was a gate opened to the 
Gholpel, were of opinion that Saint Peter 
and Saint Ilohn ſhould go to Samaria , to cone 
firme thoſe that had been newly convened, 
and to giue them by the impoſition of their 
hands the Holy Ghoſt (tor as yet they had not 
recciued it) and to conuett the reſt, AndSaint 
Petcr , although he were the head of all the 
Apoſtles, and Saint Ilohn one of the more 
principal,and in office and Apoſtolical power 
cual to the reſt, conſented vato it, and went 
to Sawatia, and prayed for the converted, and 
laying their hands vpon them , they viſibly 
receiued the Holy Ghoſt : and returning to 
Icrulalem they preached in many towns of 
the province of Sawaria, and did wonderfull 
things. Saint Paul writing to thoſe of Galz- 
tia., laies, that having come to Ieruſalem by 
divin Reuclation, Saint Peter , Saint Jobs. 
aud Saint Tames the lets, Biſhop ot Ierulaled, 
ſeemed to be , and were indeed pillars of the 
Church , made fricndiſhip with him, and 
greed, that they ſhould preach to the lews; 
and Paul, and Barnaby to the Gentiles, Bel 
Ges that which we find in diuin writ concer- 
| nipg this a.oit glorious Apoſtle, and beloucd 
dilciple 
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y. JEM the authors of them , and the holy Do&ors | 
23 BER» 


| Firſt of all it ſzemesto be vndoubted,that 


Saint John, Apoſtle and Evangeliſt. 


— diſciple of our Lord , we muſt alſo turnover | 
127+ the Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtories,and ſee that which 


write concerning the lite and death of Saint 
loho. 


the holy Apoſtle after he had complied with 
his Apottolical fun&ion, and enlightened the 
Gentils by his pricaching ; bis principal care 
was tO accompany and ferue the moſt Sacred 
Virgin, whom now he held tor his mother ; 
and ſoall the time that he ſtayed in Hieruſa- 
lem and in Judea, he aſſiſted. and ſerved her 
with fiogular care and reverence, Afterwards 
he went to 'Epheſus, the Capital City of the 
Prouince of Aſia , which fellto bim by lot, to 
fow in it the ſced of heauen, and took along 
with bin the Ungin, who remained there 
for lome time : as 15 gathered out of the E- 
pheſian Council, ind certain Epiſtle written 
tothe Clergy of Conſtantinople, The care 
continued with him during the lite of the 
molt Sacred Uirgin, which according to the 
&-ore probable opinion was three and twenty 


years after the death of our Sauiour :as we 
have {aid in the lite of the ſame Virgin. But 
in this ſo long 4time, who is able to explicate 
the great rewards;and abundant fauors which 
this beloued diſciple of our Lord receiued, by 
this his treating and converſation with the 
mother of Chriſt, and his mother ? For it ſhe 
be ſo benign towatds finners, what would ſhe 
be to him who was ſo holy ? If ſhe is wontto 
be ſo liberal towards Icruvants, what would 
ſhe be towards him, whota ſhe knew to be lo 
beloued , and ſuth 4 tauorite of her ſon : and 
whom the ſame ſon had giuen her to be her 
fon in his place? And if the fight only of this 
moſt bleſſed Virgin was ſufficient tocompole 
any deſordered perſon what ſocuer, what did 
her preſence work in the breaſt of Saint lohn, 
who knew that ſhe was the mother 'of God, 
and bis mother? what colloquics and Ciſcour» 
ſes did the Virgin and Saint loba hold with | 
one another? What illuſtrations? what inflam- | 


wations , and ardors did the belonged ſon feel, | 


of our Lord, and founded there ſeuen Chur- 
ches in (cuen principal citys , which were, 


Epbeſus, Smyrna, Pergamo, Thyatira , Phila- xy, 


aelphia , Sardis , and Laodicea : and in them 
all ordained Prieſts to adminiſter the Sacrae 
ments tothe Chriſtians that were niow there, 
But the head and Metropolis' of«\(ia being 
the city ot Epheſus, ſo renowned ſor the ta- 
mous Temple of the Goddeſs Diana, and the 
natives , and inhabitants thereof being very 
much given to Idolatry, and to the vain wor- 
ſhip of their Gods : for this regard , and 
tor that it was 4 very rich, and populous 
City, andiull of Philoſophers, ſwelled with 
the vai wiſedom of the; world, our gre- 
at Apolile found great difficultys in plan» 
ting our boly religion in ſuch vncultivated 
and hard hearts, But he being as it were A 
bright«ſbinipg and divin ſun , withthe rayes 


| of his doftrin and light; lcattered the thick 


miſts of the ignorance of that people : and by 
the example of his beauenly lite, and ſanity 
ot his manners, and {weetnes of hiscongerſa- 
tion , gently wonne , and dic y to Jclus 
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Chriſt , thoſe who before were to fat trom - 


him , andliued in the ſhadow ofdeath.1a fuch 


. lorte that that Province , which beforc was 
| likea thick wood inhabited by wilde beaſts, 
and like a barren and vatilled deſert. was cone 


verted into 4 pleaſant garden, and watered 


| with the plentifull waters of heaven. But the 
cruel Emperor Pomitian baving ſucceeded 


his brother Titus in the Roman Empire , - 


and moued a ftecond perſecution againſt the 
Church(tor that of Nero was the firti)certain 
Philolophers, and wicked men , cnemics of 
the holy Apoſtle , and of the Religion which 
he preached, making their benefit of the oc- 
caſion, procured that the Proconſul of Afia 


. apprehended him, and ſcat him toRome: to 
' theend that he mighe giue an account ot him 
ſelf before Domitian, and be puniſhed as an 
 en*my of the Gods of the Empire,and Ad prea- 


cher and maſter ot4 new religion. They car- 
ricd him to Rome loaded with chains in at 
old and vencrable age. They preſented him 


when he heard the words of his mother, pro- | totkEEmperor, whoasked him divers things, 


cceding trom that heart, illuminated , and all 
on fire with divin love ? How many, and how 
bigh myſteries did ſhe teach him ? How often 
did he become ablorpt , ſuſpended ,and tranſ- 
ported out of himſeltin ſeing and hearing her? 
And with how gicat humility and contufion 
did he teruc her , confidering that ſhe was the 
mother of God ? This can not be explicated, 
and it js better that cuery one ponder it with- 
in hicmfelf, and hence iofcrr the incſtimable 
graces , and gifts which Saint Iohn received 
y this tamiliaitty and conuerſation with the 
mother of God, 
In Afia Saint Iohn preached the heaucnly 


doRtin, which he had drunk out of the breaſt | 


' and the Saint having anſwered to them ,and 


Domitian being not ſatished , Metaphraſtes 
faies, that there before him he wrought many 
mizacles, caſting legions of deuils out of the 
bodies they policfied , curing grieuous infire 
mitys, and raiſing the dead, But all auailed not 
to pacify the tyrant, who was wore fierce then 
the very beaſts, He commanded him to be caſt 
into 3 caldron of boyling oyl ,: that there he 
might end his happy lite. They firipped bim 
and whipped him firſt (as the Romans were 
wont to do to thoſe who were condemned 
to dy ) and afterwards they caſt him into the 


 caldron in the prefence of the Senate, andof 
 innamcrable people who had flocked toges 


ther 
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ther to this ſpeacle. Saint Tohn entred into 
the caldron, and the fire loſt its force, and the 
boyling oyl was converted into 4 heauenly 
dew,and the torment into a refreſhment, The 
fire ſpared the Saint and burned many of 
thoſe that kindled it , and were the miniſters 


_ of that impiety , Saint Iohn came out of the 


caldron more pure,and reſplendent,and more 
vigorous then he had enticed in : as we have 
ſaid more at large vpon the ſixth of Mary ,on 
the feaſt ofSaint Iohn «Arte portam Latinam, 
on which the holy Church celebrates this 
Martyrdow, The Emperor was troubled at 
this cucnt , and wondcting ,at fo great a m1- 
racle, he dared not to kill the holy Apoſtle : 
our Lord ſo ordaining, tor that he would make 
vic of him for other greater things. Domitian 
commanded him to be baniſhed into the 


Jland of Pathmos (which is one ofthe Spora- 


des ,not far from the Iland of Canidia) which 
is ten leagues in circuit , there to labour ( as 
ViRorinus Piftauicofis , and Primafins write ) 
in the metalmines, The glorious Saint lohn 
wascattied into his baniſhment, and aritwued 


- at Pathmos, and immcdiately he began to caſt 


forth rayes of light in that Jland, and ſcatter 
abroad the firſt ſhinings of the Ghoſpel vpon 
the inhabitants thercof : who' were barbari- 
ans, Idolaters , and remote from all light, and 
buried in the darknes of their infidelity and 
ignorance. By the doftrin which the divin A- 
poſile taught them, they opencd their eyes to 
{ce the clarity which God by him ſent vato 
them:and were conuerted to Telus Chiiſt and 
became. civil , and ſubje&ed themſclues tothe 
mild laws of the Holy Ghoſpel. 

Being here in Pathmos he had admirable 
illuſtrations and revelations from our Lord , 
and writ the book of «Apocalyps ( that is to 
fay rewelation) of which Saint lohn himſelf 
faics in the beginnibg of the firſt Chapter, 
that Jeſus Chriſt ſent bim that reuelation by an 
eAngel ; and that bleſſed is be that reads , and 
he that hears the Yord of that Propheſy , and 
keepes that Wbich is Written in #4. Irenzus, 
Tuſtin , and vicorinus Martyrs, Andrew,and 
Arctas Biſhops of Celarea of Cappadocia, 
Ambroſe , Bede , Ausbert , and wany other 
very learned men , ancient, and modern have 
interpretcd the book of the Apocalyps. But 
how much ſoeuer they ſay , there will be al- 
waies more to be ſaid, for it is an abyſs with» 
out 3 bottom, and contains the eſtate of the 


Church vntilt the end of the world : but vn+ 


der ſuch dark ſayings. and fgures,that it is ne» 
ceſlary that the (ame Lord who revealed them 
to Saint John giuc his ſpirit to be able to vn- 
derſtand them, and interpret them. And fo 
Saint Denys of Alexandria ſaics, that ix his 
judgement , the things that are Written in this 
book , are aboue and exceed buman meaſure: 
and that there is in it & ſecret, and bidgen,and 


| 


| 


wonderfull ſenſe , and that he although be dig ..._ 


not uncerſland it ,armired . and reueened it 


And Saint Hicrom ſpeaking of the Apoca. Dfcen- 


lyps, laies theſe words ; The Afocalyps of 5 
tobn contains as many Sacraments as Yeorg; - 
F baue ſaid but litle, for all the praiſe that [ 
can giueit ,is leſs then that Which the book tte 
ſerues, And 1n another place he laics , that the 
eApocalyps of Saint Tobn in the bark of the letter 


| contains the pith , and the hidden Sacraments 


of the Charch. 

About this tiwe they Killed at Rome the 
Emperor Domitian , for that the world coy1d 
no longer endure him , and the Senat vadid 
that which he had done , and anaulled his 
decrees: and Nerua a moderate man bauing 
ſucceeded in the Empire, he gauc liberty to 
thoſe that had been baniſhed by Domitian;to 
return to their own homes : amongſt which 
one Was Our great Apoltle,who notwithſlan- 
ding ſtayed in the Iland of Pathmos : and 
going about to return to Ephefus, and tothe 
gouernment of the Churches of Aka , all the 
Ianders ot Pathmos much reſcnted his depar. 
ture, and with tender tears, and ſobbs wa 
uorcd to detain him with them, that they 
might notloſeſo great maſter ; and the lighe 
of hcaucn, which by bis means they had res 
cciued. And although the holy Apoſtle wag 
tenderly moued to compaſſion, he would not 
condeſcend vnto them , for that our Loid 
had commanded him another thing, Then 
laies Mctaphraſtes, they befought him with 
great carneſtnes,that now ſcing that he would 
depart, he would not depart wholly from 
them, but that be would leauethem in wiiting 
that which he had taught them , as a ſhadow 
ot his body,and a pourtraiR of his ſpirit: and 
that he falted, and commandedall the people 
to faſt, and went vp into 4 high mountain 
with one of the ſcucn Deacons , called Pro» 
choras : and there put himſelf in moſt high 
contemplation : and that beiog abſorpt in 
God,there began to be heard 4 terrible-thun- 
der with flaſhes of lightening , Prochorus 
trembling,and the holy Euangeliſt being with 
marvellous ſecurity , and without any fear at 
all : and that at the end of a dreadfull clap of 
thunder there came forth 4 voice which ſaid: 
In the begining vas the word, and the word 
vas With God, andGod as the Yord, In this 
faF bcing verified the name which Chiiſt 
gaue to Saint Iohn , when he called him /o# 
of thunder, This Mctaphraſtes writes, andis 
of opinion that our Sacred Evangeliſt writ 
his Ghoſpel in the Iſle of Pathmos , he difta- 
ting it, apd Prochorus writing it : and Theo+ 
phyla&t, Nicephorus, Dorotheus , and Pro« 
chorus are .of the ſame opinion, But other 
more grave authors, as licneus, Euſebius, 
Auguitin, Hierom , Ilidorc, and Gregory of 


Touts ,, and many modern authors fay that 
" Which 
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—— which Saint Hicrom writes, that Saint Tohn 
27+ having read the Ghoſpels of Saint Mathew, 
Decen” (int «Mark, and Saint Luke,and approuing 
Ft .||that which is in them, he writ his own 


holy Ghoſpel at the inſtance of the Biſhops 
of Alia , to refute the crrors' of Ebion , and 
Cerinthus,hereticks, who denicd the Divinity 
of Chriſt : and that for this cauſe be begun 
his huly Ghoſpel with the eternal generation 
of the word; For writing of Chriſt, ahd Chriſt 
being both God , and wan, he was to declare 
(like 4 good Hiſtoriographer ) his divinity ., 
and his humanity, to the end that we might 
know who he was. The other Evangeliſts 
(as fay Saint Hierom, and S. Auguſtin ) write 
of our Lord,declaring his humanity, his lite , 
and the wonders he wrought ; in which he 
ſhewed himſelf tobe God, S. Mathew begin- 
nes his Ghoſpel with the temporal generation 
of Chriſt : Saint Luke with the Prieſthood of 
Zachary :and Saint Maik with the Propheſy 
of Malachy, and Efay, and with the preaching 
of Saint Ioha Baptiſt. The firtt has the face bf 
2 man , the ſccond of 2 calf, and the third of 
4 Lion: but our Saint Iohn , like 2 Royal E- 
agle , flew aboue them all ; and paſſing the 
elements,the heauens, the Principalitys, and 
Powers,the Cherubins,and Scraphins, finally 
all things viſible , and all things creatcd, tie 
came to the breaſt of the eternal Father , and 
fixed his caple-eycs vpon the rifing ot that dis 
vin and ſcmpiternal ſun, and with 4 moſt 
cleerc and firme light, he ſaw without twin- 
Kling , that as the ſun-beam is produced by 


"the ſun, and as from the fame ſun and its 


beam does proceed heat,ſo from the Eternal 
Father and his ſon, like 4 fire of lone, Yoes 


proceed the Holy Gheſt, He ſaw thorcober, 


that from the three perſons of the moſt Holy 
Trinity, equal, coeternal, and conſubſtantial, 
and vnited amongſt themſelues in one eſſcn- 


 ce,after an ineffable manner do flow (as ftom 


their fountain ) all things created, And for 


this he ſaid : 41 things were 2nlt by bim, and 
Without kim nothing was made. He ſaw how 


all things are nothing in themſe]ues, and have 
their being in the word , and in him liue, and 
are ſuſtained : That Which vas mane in him vas 
life. Nor did this diuin Eagle only fly ſo high, 
but as alſo the Eagle does, from the yery top 
of heauen he ſtooped down to the very caith, 
and ſaw the ſame cternal word clothed with 
bur fleſh: And the word Was made fleth : but 
after ſuch 3 manner that hereby his beauty 
was not defiled nor ſpotted, nor his folendor 
diminiſhed,nor the immenſe light of his Diai- 
vity altered. He ſaw the benignity ;ſweetnes, 
and familjarity of the ſame word towards 


- then ; ſeing that he ſaiesthat be divelr, and li+ 


wed With vi. He ſaw the abundance of his 

glory , and that it was like the glory of the 

only-bcgotten of the Father : ve /aw his glory 
Tom, 2. 


| 48 it were the glory of the only-begotten of the 
Father. And finally he ſaw him tull of grace, 
and fo full , that there is nota drop of grace 
in heaven, nor incatth, in Angels, nor in 
men, which is not derived from this fountain 
of grace. Wherefore he ſaid : Full of race and 
treth, andof whoſe falnes we Paue all received. 
And notonly in the beginning docs he treat 
ſo lublimely of the Diuinity of Chriſt; but alto 
in his whole Ghoſpel he alwaiesſupports and 
declares it: to beat down (as he docs) all the 
errorsthat the hereticks ot his time, and thole 
that afterwards were to come forth of hcll, 
baue dreamed againſt this moſt important ve- 
tity. And ſoSaint Iohn Chiyſoſtom aſtoniſhed 
at the ſohigh flight, and ſo ſharp fight ofthis 


| Royal Eaple, fairs theſe words : Saint Jobn,as 


Saint Luke teflifies , war an illiterate man: and 
Without learning , and neuer ſfludied b:fore he 
Was an «ApoHtle , nor afterwards. He was 4 
ficherman,of bom it could not be exſpefed that 
be sbould treat of any thing but of his art of 
firbing , of rivers , books , nets, fizbes , andſuc 

like things * put this poor ficherman mounted 


IOI4 


Drcems 
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aboue the earth aboue the ſea, aboue the cluYear, 


and atoue the ery beauens themſelues , and 0* 
wercoming Plato, Pythagoras, ani all the Phi 
loſopbers, andgoing aboue the eAngels, the ver- 
twes the Cherubins , and Serapbins.zn the great 
ſea of the divinity be cangbt this firh und filled 
with it, be regorged, and ſaid : In:the begin» 
ning was the word. Andbe nt only ſav it ,and 
vrit it , but alſo perſwazed it to all the world, 
and preached it , not in ſome low and contempti- 
ble place , but in the moſt renowned: theater of 
of the Whole World: in the Prouince of the leſier 
«Aſia , the mother of good Wits , and of great 
Philoſopbers. «And jo ps the eternal verity vas 
born of the Uirginal earth of «Mary, and by it 


the pover of the denil , and delinered vs from 


tings fizbts for vs az ainſs the bereticalprauity: 
and ouercomes and maſters the bereticks, who 
are the miniſlers and inſituments of i Sathan 
Thus Saint lohn Chryſoſtom: And Saint Am- 
brole ſaies : owr firberman has banished all be- 
reſies only with theſe short Words : In the begin« 
ning vas the word , and the Word vas with God. 
And for this cauſe it is to be belicued that the 
holy Church has ordaincd , that atthe end of 
the Maſs ſhould be ſaid the Ghofpel of Saint 


 fohn, for that it is 4 ſhort 6onfeſhon of our 


faith , and 4 certain teſtification and declas 
ration of the principal mylteries of our holy 
religion: and all that which the Artian here- 
ticks invented and taught againſt the dipis- 
nity of Icſus Chriſt our Saviour, only by the 
firſt words of this Ghoſpel, is diſſipated, as 
darknes by the light of the ſun. 4nd perhaps 


in the time when that ſo tercible tempett of 


Ecctceec the 


bis tyranny : ſothe ſame vetity .coming forth of 
' the Virginal ſoul of Tobn depofated'in his wori- 


the juſtice of beawen looked pon vt, andbroke 
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the Arrians afflited , and troubled the ſhip of 


27. 
Decem- 
BE R, 


the Church , the faithfull vſcd asa deuotion 
(as ſome do at this very day) to carry about 
them in writing the Ghoſpel of SaintIobn,to 
ſhew that they were Catholicks,and enemies 


-of the hereticks : as now many Catholicks of 


the Northern *ountreys to manifeſt that they 
are ſo, wear about their necks their Beads or 
Rofarys of our Lady. Not only the Catholicks 
and faithfull bauc and do venerate the Ghoſ- 
pel of Saint Iohn, but alſothe Pagan Philoſo- 
phers have been aſtoniſhed at the ſublimity 
and profoundnes of his ſentences : as bauc nc» 
ted Euſebius, Cyril , Chryſoltom, and Baſil, 
Aud Saint Avguſtin writes in bis Con/eſſions, 
that be had rcad in ſome books of the plato- 
nick Philoſophers the beginning of S. Iohbns 
Gboſpel. And in his book of the City of God, 
he ſaies , thata certain Platonick Philoſopher 
ſaid, that it ought to be Written W1th letters of 


gold ,and to be put in the Churches in eminent 


places , tothe end that all might read it. 
Out ot the Iſle of Pathmos the holy Apo- 
Ale returned to Epbeſus, and was recciued by 


' all the Chiiſtians with incredible tendernes 


andjoy, as the Father, Paſtor , and Maſter of 


their ſouls, and as ſo eminent a man , and ſo 
beloved by the ſon of God. Who like a ſun 


+ſhined in theworld, and attcr bauing been 


and'doftrin. He remained here at Epbeſus 

ounding and gouerning ( as Saint Hicrom 
ſaies)tbe Charches of «Aft: and without doubt 
wrought many and great miracles in confir- 


| 


' 


SaintIobn himſelf : Lidore, in the life which ©. | 
he writ of the holy Apoſtle , ſaies theſe 27. 
words : eAzong} other wertues of Saint = 
Tobn , one yas to work, great miracles: be than. *** 


ged wild leaues into gold , and pebles into pre- 
tons ſtones , and afterteards made them return 
again to their own nature: be raiſed 4 Widow to 
hife again at the petition of the people , and 
made the dead corps of 4 yong man to liue, He 
drunk, poyſon Without recetuing any barm , and 
reſuſcitated thoſe bo had ayed ty drinking of it, 
Thus Saint Ifidore *Archbiſbop of Seuil. The 
miracle of his conuertiog of herbs, or leaucy 
of the field into Gold , Mctaphraſtes recounts 
in this manner. 

There was3 certain Chriſtian, a rich man, 
who by divers accidents and misfortunes 
Came to-great pouerty, and to hauc fo preat 
debts, that he was by no means able to pay 
them, His creditors preſſed him much , and 
vſcdall rigor to make him pay them. The poor 
man ſcing himſclfſo viged , and in ſuch affli. 
ion, reſolued to kill himſelt, that fo be might 
be freed from the ſtraits of ſo bad 4 life. He 
defired certain Jew, great ſorcerct, togiue 
him 4 dreanch that would infallibly Kill bim, 


| he gaue him one, and when he was totake it 
| (being 4 Chriſtian) he made the fign of the 
Croſs vpon it : and ſuch was the vertuc ofthe 
as it wete eclipſed and obſcured in that ba- | Croſs, that the drink did him no harm. He 
niſhment of Pathmos, returned to diſplay his | returned the ſecondtime to the Tew, complais 
raics again vnto them by his heauenly lite | ning that he had deceived him, and giucn him 
, a weak drink , and of no force, beſeeching 
| him that he would giue another more ſr 


| 


and cflicacious. The Iew gauc him a ſecond 
potion, and the Chriſtian trembling andſyc- 


mation of our holy Faith , and of the Ghoſ- | ating , andput into an agony with the fearof 
( 


pel which: he bad:written, and preached: 
eſpecially for that in bis time there liucd in 


the vainthings which he wtought by his dia- 
bolical art , coſcned and enchanted the peo- 


ple, who reuercenced bim as if he bad been a 


God, Hethad fled from Rome , where the Em- 
pcror-Domitian kept him in priſon. For he 
made himſelf inviſible , and diſappeared , and 
weat toEphefus, where (as we hauc laid) he 
remained;and it is credible that the holy E- 


vangelift had great conteſts and debates with 


Apollonius , as Saint Peter had with Simon 
Mapvus:'andihat he wrought many truc mira- 
cles to -counterballance, 2d deſtroy the Jy- 
ing and-apparogt ones which the Magician 


-wrought.Prochorus writ a book of Saint lohn 


Euaygeliſt.;jin which he recounts many mita- 
cles which the Saint wrought: but this book 
of Frochorus is bcld tor Apocrypbal by leat» 
ned and grave men , and vawaithy of crc - 
dit: although he that writ it takes the namc 
of Prochorus , and makes himſelf a difciplc 


..of Chriſt , and companion and diſciple ol 


| 


| 


death, made the ſign pt the croſs vpon it,and 
took it, andit did him no harm : for thatthe 


-Epheſus ApoYonivs Thyanneus,i great Magi» | fign of the holy croſs with its vertue ouerca- 
:cian:;Necromancer , and Impoſtor who with 


me the force of the poiſon, The Chriſtian was 
aſtoniſhed at it, and much moved went again 
to the lew ,and rclatcd to him what badpaſ- 
ſed. The lew knowing well what he had gi 
ven him, and that taking that. poiſon it was 
humanly impoſſible that he ſhould liue, and 
baving made proof ofit in 4 dogg, who taking 
it inſtantly dyed inthe place 4* asked the 
Chriſtian how he had taken it,& what he did 
whea he took it. And the Chriſtian anſwe- 
ring that he made the ſign of the crols (asthe 
Chriſtians are wont to do) and then drunk 
the poilon: the Iew vaderſtood that the crols 
was ſo powerfuil that it took away all force 
of killing from the poiſon : and enlightened, 
and moued by God, he came to the glorious 
Apoſtle S, Iohn, and caſt himſelf at his feet, 


| telling him that he defired to be 4 Chriſtian, & 


Wiat had moucd him bcreunto, The Apoſtle 


ecciued him with all kindnes and loue ,and 
:nituted him in the faith, and baptized him: 


| and vadcrſtanding the neceſſity the othes 


poos 
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pd poor Chriſtian ſuftered , and how he was | ”7» and giue my ſoul for thine. The hard heat 
| 4 {traitencd , and ſurrounded on alt fides with | of that prodigal fon was mollified with theſe *——* 
* Ince" ſadnes and ſorrows , he ſweetly and lovingly | ſo loving words : he topped, alighted of his Rada | 
, . , ECEM=® 
28 comforted him , and commanded him to ga» | boſe, caſt himſelf at the fect of holy father, |, "Wi 
| ther a bandtull of herbs in the field , and to | fearing , and trembling , and hiding his right 
| briog thew vnto him. The wan brought | hand, with which he bad fpilt @gnuch blood. 
| them, and the Apoſtle made his praier, and | TheSaint ſhedding many tears Mſtrated him 
| bleſſed them with the ſign of the croſs , and | (elfat the feer ofthe yong man, and kifſed thar 
| immediately they were turned into moſt pure | very band which he hid tor ſbame, promiſing 
gold. The Saint commanded him to pay his | to obtain for him of our Lord the pardon of 
debts out of that gold , and maintain himſelt | his fins. Re carried himto the Church ,com+ 
with the remainder, and give God thanks | manded him to faſt many daies, and to per- 
tor bawing delivered him from death by ver- | (ever in praier : and the Saint bimfelf taſte 
tuc of the holy Croſs, and from thencefor+- | with him , and praicd tor him , and obtained 
ward have more confidence in our Lord, who | of him ſuch an abundance of the divin grace, 
ſhewes himſelt a moſt loving ſather in all.But | that ſcing him now entirely amended , and 
the Saint ſhewed his charity much more 1n | perfe& man, he committed to himthe gouern- 
6 another thing that be did , which'is related in | ment of a Church. Giving by this fatt to illu« 
4 this manner, The holy Apoltle went from | ſtricus an example toPrelates of the care and 
: Epheſus to other cities to lettle in thew the | zeal which they ought to haue of the ſouls of 
foundations of our holyReligion.One time he | their ſubje&s : and teaching vs that true 1c» 
wenttoJccttain cityto giue them a Biſhop, | peatance reſtores to a man the grace which 
and aſtertyards in the name ot leſus Chriſt,re- | by fin he had loſt, | 
commended to the ſame Biſhop a yong youth | But what wonder is it , that he had and 
that he ſaw there of a quick wit , and aloucly | ſhewed ſuch cordial loue to this finfull yon 
aſpe&, to the end that he ſhould bring him | man , who ſo much loued Jcſas 0 . 


vp , and make him a worthy miniſter of our | well knew what that ſoul had coſt : and 
Lord. The Biſhop recciucd the yorng man into | at the foot of the croſs had ſeen the blogd 
his houſe, and began to teach himthe way of | which he had ſbedforit? He was fo inflamed 
life, and to takecare of him, as committed to | with diuin fire and charity towards his neigh» 
his charge and truſt by the holy Apoſtle, At | bors,that he had no other word {a his mouth, 
the firſt he kept bim in , afterwards he gauc | nor repeated any other to his difciples , but 
hica,mare liberty ; by which , and by bad come | only that they ſhould loue one another, For 
pany ,the yong man begun like a headſtrong | (as Saint Hietom ſaics) this moſt loving Apo- 
horſe without a bridle , not to endure to be | ile being fo old , that they catricd him in 
checkt by any one, He gaue himſelf to ban+ | their armes tb the'Church, and he could har- 
quets and daintics ,and by litleand litle to | dly fpeak , heſaidno other word to the faith- 
the other vices which follow thence : and fi- | full when they were aſſembled in the Church, 
nally he fell into ſuch adcep abyſs of wicked- | but, Filiols , diligite alterwtram :litle children 
neſlcs , that he made himſclt 3 Captain of | loue one another, And when his diſciples , as 
highway robbers. Aſter ſome time, Saint Iohn | wearied,, asked him, why he alwaics repeated 
came again to that city , where he had com- | ynto them the fame words , and told them , 
mitted the yong man to the charge of the Bi- | that they ſhould love one another? The Saint 
7 {top, whom he asked for him, andthe Biſbop | anſwered them: Becauſe it is the precept of our 
; with many tezrs- and ſobs,( as aſhamed and | Zord, and if it be fulfiled, it alone is ſuffict* 
. confounded) told Him, how miſerably loſt he | zxt: But although Saint Iohn was ſo (ſweet to- 
was ,and the courſes he took, and the means | wards all, yet towards hereticks he was ſeue» 
which he had vſcd toxeclaim him. When Saint | re, asis ſeen by that which Euſcbius writes 
Jokn heard this, it isnoteaſy to belicue what | of him, alleadging SaintPolycarp for his au« 
grict he concciued hereat, tcaring his -gar» | thor : who ſaid ,that one day our Lord inſpt» 
meats; and ctying out: To & truſty Gwardian | red Saint Iohn to go to the bath, and being 
indeed I committed the /oul of my brother, | eome to ut , he vaderſtood that Cherynthus 
And inſtantly without delay he got on horſe- | the heretick was in it ,and turning bimſelfto 
back , with 2 guide, and went to the moun- | thoſe that came with him, he ſaid vato them? 

. tain, where the yong man was with hiscome | Let vs be gone bence, and not enter into the bath 
pany of robbers, The yong man ſeing him, | in Wbich Cherynthus an enemy of the truth 
knew bim, and begaa to fly away” from him: | wasbes bimpelf , l:oft the bath fall uponws, and 
and the holy old man ran attcr him, crying | overwhelm ws. Giving vs to vnderſtand by 
out alowd : ſoz Þby doeſt thou fly from me thy | this example how abhotrred of God an here- 
fother , thou yong,; me 01d, aud thou armed, me | tick is: and with what care and ſpecd we 
Without arms? F Will anſwer for thee to Chiiſt, | ought to fly from him. Finally the holy Apos» 
and willingly dy for thee , as oar Lord ved for ) tle being now very old , and loaded with 
Years 


—  _—_— 


ren en PoE Cas.” : 


Saint Tohn, Apoſtle and Euangeliit, 


years; labours, and merits,and inflamed with 
moſt ardent defires of ſeing bis moſt ſweet 
maſter in heauen , he had a reuclation from 
God that he would accompliſh his defires, and 
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pon.the ſcuen and twentith of December, in __ 
the raign of Trajan , in the year of our Lord 27. 
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_— eight years after his Paſſion, Concerning the >. 


take him to the enjoyment of himſelf 7: and 
one day hauvigg admoniſhed his diſciples, and 
told them at that time was conuenient 
for them, he wentforth with them intoa cer- 
tain mountain , where he was accuſtomed to 
pray : and-commanded them to digg there, 
and to make 4 pit that would contain his bo- 
dy : and arming himſelf with the fign of the 
croſs , and ſaying : «My Lord Jeſus Chriſt te 
With me : and to thoſe that were* there pre- 
ſent: Peace be With you bretheren : he threw 


his mantle into the pit , and afterwards ente- 


xcd into it himſelf: There environed with a 
reſpicndentlight , be gave vp bis ſpirit to our 
Lord ; all his Jiſciples , lamenting , and wee- 
ping, to ſee that they had loſt ſuch A father, 
ſucha maſter and Paſtor , and that as to them 
that ſun was (ct which hghtened the world. 

The death of Saint Iohn is written by al- 
moſtall. the holy and ancient DoFors , as by 
Tetrtullian , Euſebius-Ceſaricnſis, who cites 
Saint Ireneus, by Saint Ambrote; Saint Hie- 
xom, Sajgt Chryſoſtom, Saint Auguſtin, Saint 


Ifidore gh.Gregory of Tours, Nicephorus Cal-. 


liſtus, and by Mctaphraſtes: and befides theſe 
ſo many ,and ſuch graue authors who affirme 
it , this truth is gathered out of an epiſtle, 
which Saint Celeſtin Pope writ to the Coun- 
cil of Epheſus : and out ofanother which the 
ſame Council writ to the Senat of Conſtanti- 
nople: and out of Polycrates , Biſhop of E- 
phcſus, and 4 moſt ancient divin , who wri- 
ting to $, Uiftor Pope and Maityr , affirmes 
that Saint Iohn died at Epheſus, And this is 
more certain and more ſecure, Although 
there have not wanted ſome who haue wiit- 
ten , that Saint Iohn is not yet dead, but that 
he is in the terreſtrial paradiſe, and ſhall come 
with Enoch and Elias, to preach againſt Anti- 
chriſt, Nor others who have dreamed that he 
Is yetaliuc , andas it wereaſleepin his grauc: 
out of which they ſay there boyles vp a cer- 
tain cath, or duſt, like manna, which is ſo- 
uerain againſt all infirmitys. But S. Auguſtin 
Jaughes at theſe dreams. There wants not one 
who ſaics that Saint Iohn died 4 violent death, 
and was mattyred by the Ewpcror Trajan: 
but all theſe are particular opinions , and 


| leſs certain , and of authors of leſs eſteem. 


That Saint John is in heaucn in body and 
ſoul , fowe Do&orsdo affirme it, and amongſt 
them Bede , and Saint Thomas , and other 
moderns-And they found their opnion in that 
he died without gricf , and in that it is not 


known that bis body js vpen earth, and in 


that (according tothe opinion of ſome )thoſe 
who roſe with Ghriſt, went vp to heaucn in 


body and foul. The glorious Apoſile dicd vs 


one hundred and one , and threeſcore and Drcry. [pice 
| 
| 
! 


age in which he died, authors do not aprce; 
tor ſore give him more then A bundred years, 
others ninety cight, or ninety nine , others 
ninety thrice: The cauſe of this diverſity is, 
our not knowing the years which he had 
when Chriſt our Saviour called him, to make 
him his Apoſtle, For ſome lay that he had 
twenty two years , others.that he hatl twenty 
eight, and others more : and each bring their 
reaſons and conjeRtures to prove their opi. 
nion.] wothings ſeem to becertain:; the one, 
that Saint lohn was yong, when our Lord 
called him, and the yongeſt of allthe Apoſtles; 
the other , thataftcr the Aſcenſion of our $4 
viour into heauen; he lived (as we have ſaid) 
ſixty eight years, to which adding the three 
years which he accompanied our Locd in his 
life and death , thre ate ſceuenty one years, 
and if he had two and twenty years when he 
was called as Cardinal Batonivs is of opinion, 
he died in the ninety third year of his age, 
But this makes litle to declare the vertuesand 
excellencys of Saint Iohn , and fot our e<1fi- 
cation and example, whichare the two thingy 
we ought to pretendin writing his life. 

Saint Iohn did not only preach in Iudea, 
and Afia , but alſo in Phrygta, and eſpecially 
in Hicrople , where Metaphraſtes faics that 
he remained, vatill the Apoſtle Saint Philip 
came thither:And itſeemeth alſothat he preas 
ched to the Parthians , for that the firſt ofthe 
three Canonical epiſtles which Saint John 
writ , had anciently for its title and fuperfe 
cription, «Ad Parthos : and that be penetrated 
even into India, and illuſtrated it with hit 
heaucnly doRtin, the inhabitants thereofdo 
aſſirme it/,as write the Fathers of the Society 
of Iclus , who go intothoſe countreys,illumis 
nating. them with the light ofthe Ghoſpel, 
Beſides the holy Ghoſpel , and the book of 
the Apocalyps,our glorious Apoſtle writ alſo 
three epiſites , which the Charch holds for 
Canonical ,and for S. Iohn's ; which though 
ſhort in words, arc long and copious in ſcn- 
ces, and caſt forth flames of loue and chas 
rity. 

Beſides the miracles which Saint Tohn 
wroughtin his life, aſter his death he wtought 
many others, amongſt which Thedoret and 
Nicephorus recount that the Emperor Thee 
odoſius with bis army being . ready to fight 
with the tyrans Eugenius , the night beto» 
rc the battle, praying and ing of God 
to fauor him , the glorious Apoſtles S. lohn 
Evangeliſt. ; and Saint Philip appcarcd vnt0 
biw, clothed in white, and vpon white hot- 
ſes , and encouraged him, and commanded 
hig to fight/his cacmy, for they py" 
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. 157. fought, and miraculouſly overcame, for God 
10:c2* ſent a whirl-wind in his fauor , which beat 


| zi jn the eyesof the enemies,and blinded them, 


wy 


5+, oo APES hf 


and returned the ſhafts back vpon them 
which they ſhot againſt the army of Thevdo- 


fius, Saint Iohn Chryſoſtom being in praier, 
Saint John Evangeliſt appeared ynto him, 
anJ put a book into his hands , and told him 
that with it he ſhould cafily vndecſtand the 
boly Scriptute, and with his aſſiſtance ſhould 
fod no difficulty, as we have ſaidin the life of 
Saint Iobn Chrytoſtom. Saint Gregory Pope 
had 4 certain coat of Saint lohn Euangeliſt, 
and held it ( with good reaſon.) for an incſti- 
mable treaſure : and Iohn the Deacon faics, 
in the life that he writ of Saint Gregory, that 


. God wrought great and continual miracles 


by at : & that in time of 4 great drouth, bring» 
jog it out, immediately it rained: and in time 
of much rain, fair weather returned again. 
And that the lamps that burned before the Al- 
tar where the pretions relick was, ſometimes 
were lighted miraculouſly, without any ones 
medling with them, and that the oyl of them 


did pot conſume. And S: Gregory of Tours 


affirmes , that atEpheſus, in the place where 
thc holy Evangeliſt writ his Ghoſpel, though 
vncouered and open to the weather, there did 
not fall one drop of water how much ſocuer 


it 1aincd; our Lord honoring in this manner | 


that place , in which the Ghoſpel of S;Iohn. 
had been written, 
But who can encloſc in ſo ſhort a writing 


the vaſt ocean ofthe vertucs, priviledges, and | 
excellencys of the holy Apoſtle and Euange- | 


_ Saint Tohn, Apoſtie and Euangelift. 


Divinity of Chriſt , we may know that Saint 
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lohn ſpeakes. And Saint Ambroſe faies : Np *———* 


bony ewer with ſuch (ublimity of viſedom ſas the 
eAajeſty of God. and declared it unto ws With 
ſuch proper Words , as Saint Tobn. He tranſcends 
the clowads , be tranſcends the wertnes of heauen, 
be traiiſcends the «Angels Yith*is firbt , and 
finds the vordin the beginzing,and ers the word 
joyned with God, And venctable Bede faies, 
that Saint Jobns reſting in the ſupper vpon the 
breaſt of our Lord , was not only a ſign of 
the ſingular loue which our Lord bore him; 
but alſo ot the myſtery which was afterwards 
to be declared : and that the Ghoſpel which 
he was to:write, was to be more high and 
ſublime then all the other holy ſcriptures,and 


to comprehend more perfeRly the fecrets of - 


the diuin Majeſty, We ſhould never make an 
cud, if we would here bring all that which 
the Saints with great amplification write and 
preach concerning the vertues, prerogatiues; 
and excellencysof this holy Apoſtle and E- 
vangelift; They call him the Prince of the 
Doors , ſoverain Divin, maſter of Diuin wi- 
ſedom, ſun of the Ghoſpel,armory of the moſt 
holy Trinity, ſon of thunder, Royal cagle;fri- 
end of the Spouſe , Secretary of the eternal 
word, and ſtore houſe of his treaſures, and 
riches : and they gitic hin) othet moſdglori- 
ous titles, but all ſhort of that which he deſer- 
ues, and Jcipher in compariſon ofthat which 
the Saint himſelf faics of bjafſelf; that be was 
the diſciple whom Ieſus loued : There vas 
(ſaies he ) one of bis diſciples lying in the boſom 
of Teſus , whom Teſus loued; And ini anotber 
place : Peter turned back bis eyes , and ſav that 


liſt Saint lohn ? who can rehearſe the praiſes | the diſciple folowed bim Whom 1eſus lowed. This 


and titles which the holy DoQors give him ? | 
Saint Denys the Areopagite calls bim, the ſun | 
of the Ghboſpet, and the foul of Saint lobn 3 | 


holy ſoul : and bids him rezoyce, for that he 
3s greatly beloved ot hiar who is truely amias« 
ble, and delircable, and worthy of all loue, 
Origen ſaics: Saint Jobn the Diuin ſurpaſſes 
all creatures wiſitle and inuiſible , penetrates 
euery vnderſtanding, and deified in Godgoes be. 
gJond himſelf , and paſſing through all creatures, 
approaches the beginning and cauſe of all things: 
Where be heard the word by Which all things Were 
made, Saint Iohn Chrytoſtom faics , that the 
very Aogels of bcauen learned many things 
of Saint Iohn ; the which they knew not be» 
fore he told them, and confirmes this by thoſe 
words of the Apoltle Saint Paul : That the mas 
nifold Yiſedom of God may be made known to 
the Principalitys and Powers by the Church, 
AndSaint Chry ſoſtom addes,that the Angels, 
the Cherubins , and Scraphins, beard S. Iohn 
with great attention : and that it is our great 
honor to have learnt with them that which 
they knew not. Saint Auguſtin ſaties , that 
when we (ball hear any thing concernivg.the 
Tom, 2: 


'B 


is the giftof gifts, and fountain of all the gifts 
of God : for the loue which Iclus beares vs, is 
nota dry, dead, and fruitles loue , like the 
loue of men, buta lining root, andefficacious 


cauſe, and the head-fotintain of all the goods; 


which we recciuc from his bleiſed hand, For 
tolouec isto will good, andthe will of God is 
efficacious : in ſuch forte that in willing 
good toone, he does him good: ati fomuch 
the more , by how much his love is the greas 
ter. If then the Apoſtles are the pillars of the 
Church , and their eſtate and dignity is the 
higheſt that 1s in it, how is our Saint TJohn 
exalted ; ſcing that aboue them all he was 
ſo beloued of our Lord, that he deſerucd to 
be called: The diſciple whom Jeſus lowed ? He 
ſhewed bim this ſpecial and tender lone in 
all! the things that are recounted in this his 
life : and more particularly in bauing taken 
him for his brother, giving bim the moſt holy 
Uirgin for mother, atid parting with him his 
oods, as with his yzonger brother , and with 
luch a liberall band |, that all that which is 
found ſeveral and divided in the other Saints, 
is tonnd conjoyned and together in S. lobn. 
FEffiff Fog 
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Saint Tohn, Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, 


For that he is an Angel 4 Patriarch , 4 Pio- | 

275, Phet,an Apoſile ,an Evangeliſt ,aDoftor , a 

Dxcru. Virgin , anda Martys.He is an Angel not in 
B:r, nature , but in ſimilitude , not in ſubſtance 


I019 


be able to look earneſtly vpon the ſun with, 

out being mace blind. He wasa moſt on »* 

Doctor not only tor baving been an Apoſtle __ 
whoſe office was to teach and inſtru the 53. 
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but in imitation : and for this regard he was 
companion to Saint Gabriel the Archangel, 
to the end that like an Angel be might alliſt, 
guard, andſcrue the Virgin, And for the lame 
cauſe, an Angel hauing vpon a time in the 
Iſle of Pathmos appeared to John very glo- 
rious, andclothed with an inunenſc clatity, 
and he going about todo him reverence , the 
Angel would not permit him, and bad bim 
that he ſhould not do it , for that they were 
both ſeruants of the ſame Lord, And he 1s 
not leſs an Angel, for that he moſt perieRly 
exerciſed thole three Hierarchical ads, put 
down by S, Denys Arcopagite , which are to 
purge, toillaminate , and to perfe, He was 
4 Patriarch , not only as the other Apoſtles 
who are the fathers of all the faithſull, but 
with 4 greater particulatity , ſeing that he 
liveda longer time then any otthem ;and in 


the courſe of ſo long 4 lite begot more {piti- | 


tual children to our Lotd , and fed thera with 
that heauenly wiſcdom which be had learnt 
in the breaſt of his maſter , and kept it in his 
own, as in an ancient and moſt Sacred trea» 
ſury ofghe deeds and ſayings of Chriſt,Saint 
lohg was 4 Prophet , and 4 moſt excellent 
Prophet, and the only Prophet of the New 
Teſtament. Forall the Prophets of the old Te- 
ſNtawent, as ſhadows ,and figurcs(the light of 
Chriſt , and the truth which they repreſented 
appearing )ceaſed :but Saint lohan in the Land 
of Pathmos (as we bauc ſaid ) bad moſt high 
reuclations,and as the only Prophet of the law 
ofgrace wiitthe Apocalyps, which is received 
for i true Prophcſy,and tor 4 canonical book. 
«And although itbe true that in the new law 
there hauc been, and are other Prophets; yet 
the Church has hitherto received the Prophe- 
ſy of none of them, nor holds it for Canonie 
cal Scripture, as ſhe docs that of Saint lohan. 
He wasan Apofile, and amongſt all the Apo- 
ſtles the moſt beloved , and woſt rega{ed by 
our Lord, as wc haue feen, for be was yorger 
in age , of 4 more gentle diſpolition, beſides 
his delicate wit, and was molt like to his mal: 

terin mecknes and ſweetnes of manners, and 
in the Uirginal purity of his ſoul. He was an 
Evangeliſt, and amongſt all the Evangechiſts 
the eagle which flew (as we have ſaid ) vnto 
the yery breaſt, of God , and fixed his eyes ve 

pon the divinity of the ctcrnal word , and 

preached it , and declared it vntothbe world. 

Andto make thisfo high 4 flight, and to loſe 

the Fght of all buman things, he prepared him- 

ſelf with his own praiers and faſtings , and 

with thoſe of all the people : and our Lord 

rajſed him by his ſpecial grace , and fortified 


the cyes of his vnderfiandivg, that he mig ht | 


| 


whole world { as our Saviour told the Apo- 
{tles themſelues,when he ſentthem to preach) 
but allo for that as DoQtor and waſter of the 
Church , he writ three Canonical epiſiles 
teaching her what ſhe was to belicue and oh. 
ſcrue : and was called by the whole Catholick 
Church by way of excelleacy Toba the dinin: 
which is 4 title that has been giuen only to 
Saint Iohn amongſt all the Apoitles, He was 
2 Virgin ia ſuch an excellent manner, that 
Euthymivs ſaics that from his childhood he 
had 4 very great care of the purity of his ſoul: 
and that he never permitteda laſcivious, and 
foul thought to enter into it : and that for this 
he eucr after that retained the name of 4 Yire 
gin , and as t0.4 Viagin, Chiiſt4 Virgin re 
commended to him his mother a Virgin, as 
Saint Hierom faies. Laſtly our glorious Apo. 
ftle was 4 Martyr , tor he was imptiſoned,and 
whipped for Chriſt , firſt by the lews, and af 
terwards by the Gentils. And he entred with 
alacrity into the caldron of boyling oyl, tody 
for his waſter and Lord : and he having pre- 
ſerved him , be was baniſhed into the Iland 
of Pathmos, and fuffered great affliionsand 
torments: and Saint Iohn wanted nota will 
to martyrdom, but martyrdom was wanting 
to.bis will : and he drunk (as Chriſthad told 
him) the chalice of ſutfering. Nor was he only 
in this reſpeRA Martyr, but yet after another 
more excellentmanner: for when he was ye 
pon mount Caluary with the moſtSacred Yir- 
gin , and ſaw his life dy , he dyed there with 
Chriſt,by a more painfull kind of Mattyrdow, 
then if he had dyed by the ſword. For that 
the iron would only haue cut off the members 
of his body , but that grief and compaſſion 
rent the moſt tender ſtrings of his heart ,and 
tranfpierced it thorough andthorough with 
ſuch an exceſſive pain, that bad not our Lord 
ſuſtained him with his powerfull hand , he 
would there haue expired at the foot of the 
croſs. Then what ſball I fay of another kind 


) of martyidom , long and irkſom , which the 


boly Evangeliſt ſuftered living ſo many years 
ſeparated trom the glorious viſion of Chriſt, 
whom he ſowuch loued, and ſomuch deſired 
toſce, and to come forth ſrom amongſt the 
Idolaters , and bruitiſh people with whom 
he lived, and who by their abominablc fins 
continually gricucd bis heart ? Let vs all be 
very deuout to this moſt glorious, and moſt 
blefled Apoltle. Let vs recommend ourſelves 
with great deuotion to him , let vs take him 
for our interceflor, Ict vs imitate his vertuous 
example; and vndetſtand, that ſeing the ſuwm 
ot Chriſtian perteQion confiſts in charity,and 
in loving and beirg toued of Ged, he {ball 
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| —— be & moſt efficacious mediator for vs to ob- | 
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Sake lohn, Apoſtle and Ruangeliit, 


tain it, who was ſuch for $ Peter with Chriſt 
our Saviour , who notwithftanding loued 
our Lordſo much, and was ſomuch loued by 
him. And although it be true ; that the chict 
ate by which we are to enter to ourLord is 
his moſt bleſſed mother (who is the mediatrix 
of all wankind co her moſt dear fon, as he is 
their mediator to his eterna[ Father ) yet to- 
wards the Utrgin herſelfSaint Iohn is a very 
good third Aduocate for vs 5 ſcing that by 
ſpecial gr cn he has her for his mother, 
and ſhe him for her ſon, and that they cues 
lived ſo louingly together. In confirmation 
of this verity we read , how that S. Gregory 
Thaumaturgus Biſhop of Neoceſarca deliri 
not to miſtake in that which he wasto teac 
his flock, concerning the moſt Holy Trinity; 
praying much and deuontly to the moſt Sacred 
Virgin, beſceching her that ſhe would be plea- 
fed to give him 2 forme which in this matter 
he was to obſerue ; one night ſhe appeared 
vnto him, accompanicd by Saint Iohn Evan- 
eliſt ; whom ſhe commanded to giue him 4 
| now of that which he was to belienc and | 
preach : and Saint Iohn gaue him one, and 
Saint Gregory writit ;and by it didfo inſtru& 
the Chriſtians of Neoczfarca , that in 2 time 
of fo many errors they fell into none.Ot Saint 
Johndo write all the holy DoRtors , who ins | 
terpret the Ghoſpels and the authors of the | 
Ecclcfiaſtical Hiſtory , and all the Martyrofo- ' 
ges Greek, and Latins | 
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THE FEAST OF: THE HOLY 
Innocents , Martyrs. 


a4. Here is 00 beaſt fo fierce and 

W tcrrible, as is Atyrantouerſway-» 
W& cd by ſome vehement paſſion, 
A and who bas power to put in 

* L execution whatſocuer he plea- 
ſes , without reſiſtance. For he islike a great 
fire, which being blown and getting ſtrength 
by the winds, burues vp and confumes all be- 
fore it : orlike a ſtrong and impetuous ringer, 
which ſnatches away ,and carries along with 


its ftream whatſoever is in its way. The truth | ( 


of this is feen 1n the moſt cruel and merciles 
ſlaughter, which King Herod, furnamed «Afcs- 
lonita, commanded to be made of the infants 
of Bethlcem,to ſecure himlelt in hiskingdom, 
{caring leaſt one of them. {bold take away, 
from him bis ſccpter, and crown. This king 
was a iranger, and had obtained the Kkipg- 


dom of Iudea of the Romans : and for his 
ſayuapenes and curſt difpofiton , he was ha- 
ted by the Tews : who exſpeftcd in his time 
4 new king, and «<Heſias ,w ho -ſbould deliver 
them out'of that hard ſervitude and captiui- 
ty; and ennoble, and exalt thawpedple; which 
was the pecuhar people of God. Although 
they thought that this was tobe done tempo- 
rally ; for zs carnal men'they vnderſtood not 
the excellency of the” fpiritval and eternal 
goods, which their trae King and Mcſhas was 
to bring them from hcauen. EEE 
The Saviour: of the' world was born in & 
Rable at Bethlcem, in the manncey we have 
aid in the'Feaft of his Sacred Nativity:and the 
Kings ; Saget , guided by a new flar which 
appeared vnto ther, came from the Eaſt, They 
entred into Hierufalewy, asking for the new 
born king of the Iews, whoſe ſtar they had 
ſeen inthe countreys of the Eaſt, Herod was 
troubled heteat. He afſcmbled the Scribes and 
Skilfull in 'the law , to know where Chriſt 
was to be born : and vnderftanding that he 
Fasto be born in Bethleem , according'ts 
that which'the Prophets hadforetold j calling 
aſide the Kings ; and infotming biaſeh.more 
patticulatly of them about the ſtar, and'the 
tine, at which it bad appeared vntothem,he 
wided hone gy be Wadiegs and to feck, ont 
the infant, and to ret#1#i bath: by Hitraſalew, 
andgiue bim an account df whit they found; to 
the end that be alſo might dHove bim : 
he diffenibled- in all this: The Kings found 
the holy infant in thatpovr houel , ahd ado» 
red hinr', and offcred him-the gifts which 
they brought out of their tountrey and ads 
uertiſed by an Angel of bur Lord, they'recure 
acd home another way, without havin ary 
regard to'king Hetods requeſt: who muth re- 
ſcatedit ,judging that the Sages made nd ac- 
count of him : but at fit} he difſetwbled'the 
matter, thinking perbapy ; that having not 
found in Bethleem what they ſought for ; bev 
ing aſhamed, they dared not to retorn back 
to him: and that all that which they hadfaid 
of the ſtar they bad ſcen, bad proved only I 
dream and imagination. But when he heard 
that 4 child born in Bethleem , at the end of 
forty daict had been preſented in the Temple, 
and that4 venerable old man, called Simeon, 
bad taken him in his armes , and renerenced 
him as Sas#iozr of the world and forctoldpreat 
wonders of him : and the othet things which 
happencd at that Preſentation in the Temple 
which were very notorious , and were pus 
bliſhed in the city of Hierufalem, and Herod 
could not be ignorant of them)he vndesſtood 


| that the Sages had deceiued him. And he being 


a haughty and prowd mag , and one that 
would dy rather then loſe his kingdom : it 
ſceming to himin one regard 4 great afffont, 
and dimingtion of his honor , and otherwife 

being 
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Dzcex- of loſing his kingdom, he gaue ſcope to his | 
BEA * indignation , and full. of zage and fury, reſolus | 


being gnawed with-his own. ambition, and 
transfixed as it were witha ſbarp dast of fear 


cd by all waics poſſible to Kill the child whom 
he feared, anday bo he thought was.to depriue 
him ot bis kingdom. To comwpals his intenti« 
Ons, it is crediblc-he vicd all diligence to ſeek 
him & find him out ! but no kuman diligence 
or induſtry beingable to hinder the eounſel of 
God , all Hcrods endeauors were in vain: for 
the Angel of our Lord appeared tos. Ioſeph, 
andcommanded him to carry the child and bis 


* mother into Egypt ;and to ſtay there; untill be 


should recciue other orders from beauen. The 
diuin. providence; would not then vic, his di« 
vin power ; but take this human means tb de 
liver the holy Infant out of the: bloody hands 
of that impious tyrant : who, ſeing that he 
could not get that which he ſo-much deſired ; 
and belicuing that he might be hidden in Be- 
thicem, or thereabouts :his rage encreaſing , 


. and his fury growing hotter and hotter , he 


took iſtranzc and barbarovs reſolution , te 
kill all the children that were born in Beth. 
lew,and in all itsConfines: from.thoſe that 
were ofly one day old, to thoſe that had now 
two.yeats of age, For although he knew of 
the kings the time ;jn which the ſtar had ap- 
peared vnto them. ,and.that the ſtar kgnified 
vato. them that the child was alrcady, born, 
who was king of the lews ; yet becauſe he 
could notknow howlong he had been born 
before they bad ſeen the ſtar : to, be more ſure 
(blinded with paſſion ) he judged.that it was 
£onuenient to kill all the chilgen that had 
been.born in thoſe-two years : and enlarged 
the time aſſigned: by the Sages ,as. he allo cx- 
xcnded the place, makiog all the children to 
be killed that were born not only in Bethe 
leer (where Chiiſt was borne )but alſoin all, 
the towns and villages thereabouts. Being 
4hus reſolved he called to him the ſoldiers, 
capfainsand miniſtgrs of his cruelty, and gaue 
them the order they, were to obſerue , firſt of 
all to regiſter the .jnſants, or to gather them 
together by-ſome cralt , and to kill them all 
ſo a5 none of them:ſhouldeſcape out of their 
hands: charging them with ſecrecy and hide- 
lity in the execution of that bufines , which 
concerned him no leſs, then his being ornot 
being king. With this impious and infernal 
conimand,rather then with their ſwords,were 
thoſe cruel butchers armed, like ſo many wo- 
lues4o fall vpon4 flock of innocent lambs, 8& 
to ſhed ſo much blood as they did. What paſſed 
in that inbuman,crucl and lamentable ſpe&a- 
cle , the ſacred Hiſtoriographer does not let 
down, leauing it to euery one to think and 


' ponder by himſelf: but Saint Gregory Nyſſen 


and Saint Auguſtin recount it , who deſcribe 


the cruelty of the hard hearted ſoldiers , the 


/ 


The Holy Innocents, Martyrd: - 


| lamentable outcryes ,of the mothers , the = 


wounds of the. innocent children , and the 


ran about on all ſides, We know not certainly 
the number ot the boly innocent children that 
died: for that which ſome lay, that they were 
4 hundred and forty ſour thouſand, becauſe s, 


aking of the children that followed the lab 
it isnot to the parpoſe, wor isitcredible , that 
ina town fo litle , as Bethleew was,andin its 
confines, there ſhould be found (o many chil- 
drenof that age. Father Alpbonſus Salmeron 
of the Society of Jeſus, and one of the firſt 


of it ,a very learned man , and an excellent 
Divin ,in the third tome of the cleyen, which 
he writ vpon the Ghoſpels , fairs that they 
were fourteen thouſand : and that the Chriſti. 
ans of Ethiopia , whom we call «Aly//ins, in 
the Canon of the Maſs do celebrate this 
number of the fanocent Martyrs, And Gene- 
brard ſaies the ſame , and that the Greeksput 
them in their Calendar. I call theſe children 
Martyrs becauſe the Holy Church has alwaies 
held them for ſuch : for that they were bapti- 
zed in their own blood and died for Chiſt 
before they began to taſt of lite, And (o ſaies 
Saint Auguſtia ſpeaking to the infants them- 
(clues. He bo beliewer that the Baptiſm of Chriſh 
goes litle children 10 good , Will doubt Whether 


[You bawe obtained the crowti dying for Chriſt: - 


You bad not age 16 beliewe that Chriſt vas to 


| [ufer , but you had flesb to ſuffer, andtoendure 


acath for Chriſt , who vas to (uffer for 0u. And 
S.Bernard faics: 7/30x ſeek for the merits wbich 
theſe children bad to be crovened of God , ſeck 
alſo the crimes Which they bad 10 be ſo craclly 
murthered by Herod. Js perbaps the piety of 
Chriſt leſs then the impiety of Herod? that we 
sbould belieue that Herod could 2ngke them 
being intucent , and that Chriſt not gine them 
eternall life, they baxing died for him ? Ofthe 


Saint Cyprian Martyr, Origen, Hilary, Chrys 
ſoſtow , Aguſtin,Prudentivs, Fulgentius,and 
Leo Pope : and Finally the whole Catholick 
Church , that keepes 3 feaſt to theſe bleſſed 
Intants, and holds and honors them for Mat* 
tyrs. From hence is gathered an anſwer toi 
certain doubt which ſome might hauc, and 
ask , why our Loid gave power to ſo eel 
and wickeda man , as Nerod was, to ſhed ſo 
much blood of litle children? And how lefus 
Chriſt our Saviour , who cawe to giue vs lile, 
entring into the world, was the occafion of 
the death of ſo many innocent lambs ? But 
if we conſider well, we ſhall find much in this 
at, for which to praiſe the moſt ſweet bc+ 
nignity of our Lord , and to admire at the 
means which he takes to crown ſore, andto 


puniſh others, For juſt as the Lord of A vie 
Ja 


lobn in his Apocalypsputs this number , ſpe. . 


companions of Saint Ignatius inthe founding 


ſame opinion are Saint [renzus, Saint Iuſtin, ' 
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blood of thoſe tender and pure lambs , which -*** 1 
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greater benefit could they recciuve from our | 
Lotd, chef to dy for him; before they knew 5 © 
what life is , and to gain the crown without p+4..,,. 
hghting , and to triumph ouer the world be- » £6, © 


—— 
* yard may either gather the grapes when they | 

| 28, arc ripe . and preſs them into wine xs OE els 

een nake veriuyceof them, or cut oft the bran- 

> Jag ches in the flower, without doing wrong to 
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any one: and the gardener way ctop flowers 
to wake poſys of , to preſent to his maſtec: 
ſo God , who is the maſter and Lord of all 
creatures , as gardener of this garden of 
pleaſure , the Church , gathered to day the 
flowers of «Martyrs ( for fo Saint Auguſtin, 
and Prudentius call the holy Innocents) to 
make poſys of ,and to offer them at the table 
ot God, And although the fury and wrath of 
Herod like 3 North wind , cut and blaſted 
them, and the lowers of this eatth onice dricd 
and withereU ate not wont to flouriſh again: 
yctit is not ſoin the flowers which are ga» 
thered by the hand of God : tor when they 
ſeeni to wither and dy , then they moſt of 
all flouriſh and live, But if we conſider the 
reaſons, why our Lord permitted this ſo bloo- 
dy a butchery , and this ſo lamentable4 ſlau- 
hter of theſe innocent children, we ſhall 
tind that they were many and admitablg,and 
that this was very conuenictit for the glory 
of God , and for the good of the children 
thewſclues, and of their parents , and of all 
the holy Church, and for the greater puniſh- 
ment of the vety tyrant who murthered them, 
For firſt of all it is the great glory of God, 
that we ſhould ynderſtand that he is the Lord 
of all things :and that without iniury to any 
body he can do what he pleaſes with all his 
creatures, in heaucn, orin carth ; or vnder 
the carth. Morcouct, what proclamation could 
have bcen made throughout the world more 
ſounding , and thore efficacious, to declare 
that there Was come from heauena new king 
of the Fewvs then that it ſhould be publiſhed 
and made known , that King Herod fot fear 
of this new-born king, and of loſing his king- 
dom , had exerciſed ſuch i range, inhuman, 
and ſauapge cruelty ? And that he had niot only 
cauſed the litle children of ſtrangers ts be kil- 
1cd, but alſocucn his own fon, to put himſelf 
in greatct ſecutity. The noiſe of this vnjuſt 


cruelty ſo ſounded thtough the whole world, 
that when the Emperor Oavian heard it at 
Rome, he ſaid, that in Herods howſe it vas better 
to be bis bogg then bis ſon : giving to vnder- 


. and, that being 4 Jew he would not kill his 


Hogg becauſe he might not cat him, but bein 
cruel he had kill'd his ſon, Jithen we conſi- 
der the children themſelves, who were killed, 
what love of their parents could hatie done 
them ſo great good , as the batted of Herod 
did them ? ſeing that without knowing what 
he did , he freed them from the labours,dan- 
pers, ſins, and miſcriesof this lite, and ſent 
them to enjoy that lite ,which only can wor- 
thily be callcd lite, and deſerues to be bought 
with any labours and pains whatſocuzr,What | 
Tom. 2s 


fore they knew it , and to be the firlt fruits of 
the Martyrs of Chriſt ? The infants ( ſais 
Saint Auguſtin ) dy for Chriſt, and innocency 
dyes for Fuſtice.W bat Heſied age was that ,vhich 
being not yet able to name Chriſt, 4e/erged to dy 
for Chriſt ? HoWv bappily were they born, vbo en 
tring into this life met With eternal life? As 
Joon as they began to line , their life was to them 
the beginning of 4 bleſſed and eternal life. They 
(eemed not to be matare for death, but they died 
bappily to obtain life : they bad [carce taſtedof 
the preſent life , and they preſently paſied to the 
future: bardly Were they come to the ſteathing 
clouts and cradles of infancy when they receiued 
the crown : they are tort out of the ormes of 
their mothers , to be placedin the boom of the 
eAngels, Hitherto Saint Auguſtin. And Saint 
Iohn Chryſoſtom ſaies. That aze Was exalted 
to praiſe God Which Wants fin , that þe that is 
Worthy of praiſe might be Wworthily praiſed , and 
the inzocent be depredicated by the teſtimony of 
Famnocents. They receive from ChrifF,andreflore 
to Chriſt that Which they did receiue of bim : they 
take and gine, and at the ſame time be who 
gaue receiues: andbe Whoreceined gines:Chriff 
takes again that Which be bad giuen , When not 
with their voices , but With their blood be vas 
praiſed by the Innocents. O the happy glory of 
thoſe that ſuckgd, ſeing that they deſerued to be 
«Martyrs forBriſt ! At the ſame time they bee 
gan toliue and to dy:entredinto the world and 
Went out of it : receiued the freib air of this life 
and paſied to immontality : Were lrong in theip 
infancy, and viflorious without fighting. Thele 
arc the words of Saint Iohn Chryſoſtom. And 
the other holy DoQors ſpeak in the ſame 
mantier. Asto their parcnts alſo, this Sacrifice 
which was made of their children was of 
gicat honor and profit to them : for whax 
honor could they hauc obtained in the world, 
if they had lived , which might be compared 
with this, to be the parents of Martyrs ? And 
together with the honor, it was of great pto- 


fit to them , for that by the pain and prief 
which they had inthe death of their children, 
they might pay for the offences which they 
had committed againſt God ; and perhaps, 
ſome of them were for their very children fav 
ke: and with the many tears which they ſhed, 
eſpecially the mothers,they waſhed away the 
ſpots of their paſt fins , and increaſed their 
merits before God , without whofe willthey 
knew that king Herod had nopower to take 
away. the liucs of their children. Then tor 
the whole Catholick Church what a glory 
isit, aworgſt the innumerable Martyrs that 
cnuiron and adorn her with their blood, to 


haue a ſquadron cf litle children, who bee 
© 880888 fore 
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fore they had members for the batrel over- | he had in priſon : and knowipg well tha 
23. came death, the devil , and hell ? And by | the Iews would rejoyce at his death', he com. 2%. 


Dxcex- their death they taught vs that no ageis vn- | manded to be called ,*and to come to him b*< | 


BER. fit for God, and that parents ought to make | 


great account to conlecrate their children to 
him , from their very birth , ſcing that they 
are his, and when he takes them away from 


| them, they return to him what he gaue them. 


It is alſo credible that the ſouls of the holy 
Fathers, that were in Lymbus , icccived pew 
comfort, when the ſouls of theſe bleſſed In- 
fants brought them news of the Nativity of 
their Saujour : and when they vnderſtood by 
their death , that now began (although wiih 
blood) to be propagated the kingdom of 
Chriſt. But what ſhall I ſay of King Herod, 
and of the moſt feuere puniſhment , with 
which God chaſtized him, euen in this life , 
for his other wickedneflcs , but much more 
for the deteſtable cruelty, which he exerciſed 
vpon ſo many innocent children? For beſides 
his beiog fruſtrated in his deſign, not being 
ablc to take Chriſt, for which he was ready 
to burſt with rage and grief : after that he 
had ſhed ſo much innocent blood, it is not 
caly to belicuc into what an abyſs of calanii- 
tics (by the juſt judgement of God ) he fell, 
aud the floods and {torms of miſcries which 
he ſuffered in himſelf and in his familily. This 
infernal fury thought to hinder the counſel 
of God;anddeceiued by his ambition,took vp 
arms againſt Chriſt,thinking that he wasable 
todeſtroy him, whom he belicued to come to 
take away his kingdom fromMyo. But 0 im- 
pious and barbarous king (faies Saint Augu- 
Rin) What \dves thy ſauage anelty auail thee? 
Thou maiſt well make Martyrs, but thou rhglt 
neuer be able to find out Chriſt. Doe(s thou think 
that the Sawivur will take aWvay thy kingdem 
from thee There's no ſuch thing , for Chriſt is 
not come to take avuy any ones glory from hits, 
but togine bim bis own:not to take av ay earthly 
kingdoms, but togine the kingdom of heauen to 
all thoſetha# shallbelieue in him and loue bim.So 
S.Auvgeſtin-Our Lord puniſhed this ſo cruel & 
inhivuaan.4wickednes, ſending the King ſucha 
Oricuousinfirmity,or to ſay better,a multitude 
of great-and ſach ternble infirmitys, that his 
whole body was a pouttraift of dolours and 
miſeries. For (as loſephus ſaies)be was burnt 
interiourly wiih 2 flow fire, he ſuffered aca- 
nin and infatiable bunger , bis bowels were 
tull of vieets, and pains of the cholik, his na- 
tuval 'parts of worms , his tcet were ſwelled, 
his nerues contrafted, his breathing hard and 
ſhort , and'from his whole body came ſuch a 
Riok, that no body was able toendure it. And 
he became-ſo abominable to himſelf, that he 
asked for a kmife, with intention to kill him» 
ſelf: and he haddone it , had not his nephew 
hindred him. Five daics before his death hc 
madc. to be killed his ſon «Antipater w hom 


| 


vnder grieuous penaltys all the nobles of *** © 


his kingdom : and after that they were come 

he made them to be ſhut vp ina certain place, 
to the end that when he was dying , his lol. 
diers ſhould Kill them all , and fo his funeral 
exequies ſhould be celebrated with their de. 
ath, and with the lamentation of the whole 
Kingdom. And he recommended to his lifter 
Salome, that ſhe ſhould by all means cauſe this 
to be executed , for that ſo he ſhovld depart 
with comfort out of this life : which he ended 
as we may well preſume of one fo diſpoſed, 
with the great rcjoycing of his whole king. 
dom, to fee themſclues freed from fo mon(. 
*trous a tyrant : but eſpecially of thoſe nobl:s 
and Gentlemen , who were like. cattel in 4 
ſlaughter-houſe, expeGing their laſt fate; for 
the death ofthe king gaue them life and li- 
berty. If now we compare the end of Herod 
with the death of thele bleſſed Jafants, and 
the milcties of the one with the happines of 
the others, who would not chooſe rather to 
dy for Ghriſt , then to raign with Herod? 
The vnhappy wan feared leaſt 4 child was to 
take away his kingdom from him ,and killed 
ſo- many children that he tnight not loſe it, 
and he loſt his kingdom, health,and life , and 
ſovl, which ſhall be tormented in hell aslong 
as God ſhall be God: And all his children, 
nephews, and poſterity died within 4 hun- 
dred years, and there remained no memory 
either ofhim , or them , but only to abhorr 
them as tyrants, and cruel enemies of mans 
kind. On the other fide our bleſſed children 
ſtand before the throne of God praiſing him, 
and are honored by all the Catholick Church 
throughout the whole world: and their ſacred 
bones, and pretious relicks arc adored and 
reverenced by the Kings , and Princes of the 
eatth , their name is pretious, theit memoty 
amiable ,and the mercy of our Loid towatds 
them moſt fweet, and of everlaſting memory; 
Their Martyrdom was in the taign of Ofiz- 
uian Auguſtus, vpon the cight and twentith 
of Decembet, inthe beginning of the ſecond 
year of Chriſt, according to the more pro» 
bable opinion. Diuers Homilics,and ſermons 
have been written ofthe Holy Innocentsby 
Saint Auguſtin , Hilary of Arles, Peter Chiys 
ſologus, Bede , Saint Bernard , and other au- 
thors: and all the Martyrologes make mentl- 
on of them. 
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- Re" TELLS AESEDEEERAL Nor did he only ſerue the king in watters of 
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| wen eimins, in his own perſon, ſhewiog por 
in all things a great courage , valour , and 
THE LIFE OF SAINT THOMAS, De the jt rw which the 
| Archbishop of Canterbury , Martyr. King had in his Chancellor that being togiue 
; a Tutor to the Prince his ſon (who was alſo 
| | | called Henry as was his father) he would hage 
*7 HE lifc of the glorious Pre- | 80 other but him, nor ſhould hefor this leaue 
TYP latc, and moſt valiant Martyr | his charge of Chancellor : but would hauc 
By £2285 Saint Thomas «Archbirhop, and | him with the occupations of the gouernment 
BA TAR Primate of England was written | Ofthe kingdom, joyn thoſe of the education 
XC by onc Zdvard , wholived at | 3nd inſtitution of the yong Prince , which 
the ſame time with him ; and more at large | were neither few, nor of 4 ſmall weight : for 
by Herebert of Hoſeban , who was his compa- that the other Grandce's and Lords of the 
nion , and aſtcrwards Carginal ,and Archbi- kingdom brought him alſo their children to 
ſhop of Beneuentum, and by Tobr: of Salisbu- | be inſtructed by him : as well that they might 
ry, Biſbop of Chartres,and by Wiliamamook be brought vp with the Prince , as by being 
of Canterbury , and by «Alanzz Abbot of.| molded by ſuch hand, they might become 
Tcuksbury , all graue authors , and of great.| WEll-carriaged, courteous and worthy of their 
authority ; ont of whom we will cake what noble race. And, the Chancellor did likewiſe * 
we ſhall here ſay. Saint Thomas was an Eg- | cbarge himſelf with this trouble ( although it 
gliſbman , born in the city of London :, his | Was great) judging that the good of 4 king« | ; 
father was called Gzlbert,and his mother Ma- dom conſiſts much , in that the Gentry and 
tildes ,noble, rich , and very pious perſona- Nobiluy and perſons of prime note , be from | 
pes. They ſay , that vpon the day that he was their youth well educated ih the loue and 
born, his fathers bouſe was ſet on fire , and | holy fear of God. Befides all this , the king 
that with the fame fire 4 good part ofthe city | to fauor the Chancellor the more, went ſome- 
of London was burnt, When he was of age | times to dine with him : otherwhiles after 
to learn, they ſent him to ſchool, and heap- | he had dined hiaxſelf , he would go to ſee 
plicd bimſclt to his book withgreat care and | binacat; and took great delight to. hear that 
diligence , and by reaſon of his aptnes and w hich was diſcoyrled of at bis table, For al- 
great wit, he thade good progreſs inlearning, | though he was4 yong Clergy-man , and the 
He was of laudable manners, of a gentiledif+ | !eſt that were 38 table with him , were ſecu- 
, ofition, and his countenance beautifyll ,in | lars and Couyrtiers : all that was there diſe 
Js words modeſt and grave,&ſo great 4friend | courled of ; ſented more of the converſation 
of truth,that neitherin jeaſt, nor earneſt would | of Religious men, then of Courtiers and (e+ 
he tell i ly , Thzobald Archbiſhop of Canter- | cular perſons., At this time died Theobald 
bury had notice of his good pattes : teceived | Ar chbiſhop of Canterbury, and inſtantly the 
him into his ſeruice ,and finding him to be a | king caſt his eyes vpoa Thomas, togiue hia 
diſcreet and prudent: man', he: made vſc of | that highdignity, iudging himto be the fitteſt 
him in publick buſineſſes, and in thoſe of his | perſon that he could beſtow it vpon. Thomas 
houſe , with the great ſatisfadion of himſelf, | vnderſtood the Kings intentions , and be« 
ang of all thoſe that had to do with him. He | ſought him withall carneſtnes that he would 
made him the «Archdeator of his Chureh, and | notthink of making bim Archbiſhop : as well 
: 9auc him other benefices and rents * which | for that he had not parts for it , as forthat be 
Saint Thomas ſpent very liberally , making | <Recmed more his grace and fauor (which he 
more account of his reputation and good na= | feared it he were Archbiſhop he ſhovld loſe} 
me,then of riches and wealth. 'The good opi- then all the dignities and honors in the world. 
nion which all bad of Thomas , and the loue | For your «Majeſty (laid he) vill not ceaſe to do 
which they ſhewed him increaſed ſo much, | 5411/# things againſt the liberty of the Churcb; 
that the king by the counſel of his Archbi- | which being Primate, 1 can not with 2 good conſe 
ſhop Theobald made him his Chancellor who | cence conſent wato.But nothing was lufficient 
IS as it weie the Prefident of his ſupreme | T0 make the king defiſt from his purpoſe: and 
Council : and fauored him ſo. mucb ,; that | lo Thomas bowed his neck, vnderſtanding it 
whatſocuer the Chancellor did, commanded, | to be the will of God , to the great content 
or forbad to be done, was beld foralaw.And } of the King and of the whole kingdom. He 
they counted themlelues happy, who were in | Was then four and forty years of age. He was 
his | | becauſe hereby tbey thoughtto ob» | ordained Prieſt(for asyet he was but Deacon) 
tain the kings fauor , and what they aimed at. | vpon the Eue of Pentecoſt : and the day = 
is 
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Saint Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury. 


his own Cathedral Church he was conſecra- 
crated Archbiſhop with the ordinary cere» 


Dccty. monies , fifteen Biſhops being preſent , and 


BER. 


the Prince Henry, heir ofthe crown, with mas» 
ny of the chief Nobles of the Realm. The 
Pope (who was at that time «Alexander the 
third) (ent him the Pal , and the Archbiſhop 
received it, proſtrate vpon the ground , and 
barefooted , and with extraordinary deuo- 
tion. 

From the very inſtant that he retciued the 
Sacred Vndion, he ſcered changed into anv- 
ther man. : not to giuc himſelf to vanitys, 
pomps,and preatneſl cs,andto live with more 
largenes, and liberty ( as the euſtom of ſome 
is) but to enter into himſelf, and to ty himſelf 
more ſtraitly by bis new obligations, And fo 
he began to liuc an Apoſtolical kind of life, 
and worthy of ſo great a Pielate : for he ouer- 
came the pleaſure of cating by temperance : 
diſhoneſt motions by 4 rough haiccloth and 
by ſleeping litle : other defires and inordinate 


' appetites he reſtrained by continual praier, & 


xeading of Sacred things : and by how much 
the degree , to which God had exaltcd him, 


was the higher , by ſo touch the more- did he | 


bumble himſelf. And that he might not grow 
proud by bis nc w digriity , he took the habit 
and inſtitute of the Conong Regular, endeauo- 
ring to fulfill the obligations ota monk , and 
of 4 Prelate. Aboue all the holy Biſhop in- 
creaſed in Joue ,and in 4 very extraordinary 
dcuotion towards Gov, and in fo great i com» 
paſſion of the poor , thatas nothing was able 
to make him depart from re&itude and juſtice, 


by reaſon of the zcal of it, which God had | 


kindled in his breaſt : ſo was there nothing 
which he was able to doin bebalfofthe poor, 
for the 1celicf of their neecſhitys, that he did 
not effeually dos And although the poor 
that recurred vnto him were innumerable, 
he was ncuer weary , nor failed to giue vnto 
them. And that he might be able to give them 
the more ; he endeauored to recover certain 
poſicſſions, and inhetitances of the Church, 
which ſcme bad vſurped ,cither through the 


, Careleſnes of the Archbiſhops his predeceſſors, 


or cls becauſe they were not able to make 1c- 
ſiſtance againſt the vſurpers, as being too po- 
tent for them. And although thoſe that were 
diſpcſſeſſed of the goods of the Church vniu» 
ſily vſurped by them,made their complaint to 
the king, and endeauored by divers calumnies 
and fallitys to exaſperate him againſt the 
Holy Biſhop:they were not able to effe&theit 
wicked purpoſe (by reaſon of the great con- 
ceit and eſteem which the King had of the 
Saints perſon ) ynti)l that another occaſion 
was oftcred of more, weight. Two Clergy- 
men had committed certain crimes : and the 
one of them, who was 4 Canon , had miſuſed 
the miniſters of the Royal juſtice : and the 


other, who was a ſimple Clerick, had killed —_ 


a man ,as they ſaid: This cauſed a great mur- 


wuring amognſt the people, who ſaid , that Decry- 
Clergymen cared not to commit great inſolency; »+ 8. 


and wickedneſſes , becauſe they kne that they 


— 


Were not t0 be punicbed Yith death. And al. 


though the holy Prelate to appeaſe the people 
and to take away the ſcandal, puniſhed them 
ſcuerely ; for all this the tumult and com- 
plaint ceaſed not , but came to the ears ofthe 
king: who incited by the enemies of the Arch- 
biſhop , and vnder pretext that juſtice might 
be done in his kingdom , and the wicked be 
puniſhed , gathered an aſſembly of his Gran- 
dees, as well Eccleſiaſtical , as ſecular, and 
in it demanded, zbat a} the Clerg y-men, who 
sbould commit off ences, might be remitted vnto 
him , to the end that they might be puniched by 
bis miniſters of Tuſtice. To this demand the 
holy Prelate oppoſed himſelf, and with fair 
words beſought the king that be Youldnot per- 
anit him(elf to be ſo far carried avvay with the 
xeal and loue of juſtice,as to do ngainſt juſtice its 
Jelf , and to exceed the limits of bis powver : and 


that be ould be pleaſed to conſider, that the $4- 
cred Canons , and ancient conſtitutions of Po« 
| pes, Councils , and Emperors ordained that Cler- 
gymen rhould be punished by their Prelates: and 
that in enormons and Capital crimes the Clerick 
Who had committed them sbould firſt be degraded, 
and afterveards be delivered wp to the Secular 
| pover to be put to death : andthat this hadbern 
fo prattiſed in the Charch of God, from thi very 
time of the Apoſtles : and that ſeing the Charh 
. was the ſame that vas anciently, it vas all equis 
ty ,that that shbould be Fill obſerued which bad 
alwvvaies been Jed. The King contended, that 
it belonged ts him to punisb Crimes , and to mak? 
lays, and that all ought to obey them *: butthe 
holy Prelate anſwered him with great free» 
dom , that be ould ſo far obey the lays which 
he should make , as they Were not contrary tothe 
law of God. Hereat the King was much offcne 
ded ;and all the love and fauor which before 
he had ſhowen to Saint Thomas , was turned 
into deteſtation and hatred : holding him for 
vngratefull , and for 3 man that did not com- 
ply with his obligations, and with the bene+ 
fits which be had receiued of him, For great 
Princes will not commonly be contradifted 
in any thing , buthold it for 2 diſreſpe@,and 
| diminution of their ſoucrain awthority ,that 
they ſhould be icfiſted , although in ſuch 
things, as this was, which cannot bepetrtnit- 
ted to pals witha good conſcience; The King 
went forth of the aflembly in great choler, 
and the Biſhopsthat were there began to flats 
ter him ,andthe other Lords totake atid de- 
fend the Kings part (of ſuch force isambition 
and fattery ) in ſuch forte , that Saint Thos 
mas rewained all alone to maintain and dev 
fend the truth , expoſed to the fury - the 
ing, 
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king , and to all the batteries of his enemies: 
but very ready tolofe his life.that the Church 
wight not loſe her liberty. Great means weie 
vicd, of promiſes, and thicats; of gentlenes , 
and teriors ,to draw the holy Prelate- to the 
will of the king. And although at the firſt he 
ſtewed himſclt fomewhat yeclding ; thot the 
whole Clcrpy of England might not (uffer 
tor tus luke; and for that they had aſſured bias, 
that the King deſired no more , then that he 


ſhould by bis Word only giue his conſent : yet 


alterwards when heſaw, that they comman- 
ded him to fublcribe , and to (eal with his 
teal the articles which the king had written, 
and that they were pernicious , and notori- 
ouſly prejudicial to the Church : he was grie- 
ved much that they Cecciued him, and for nis 
own facility io willing to give the king con- 
rent, to hinder the inconveniences that might 
have tern tearcd , had he done otherwile. 
The Aiticles which the king propoſed were 
ſix. The fic that no tody sbowld appeal to the 
ſea eApoHolick Without the Kings leaue. The 
ſ:cond, T hat no «Archbishop nor Bisbop should 


go out of the k\ngdom , altbougb hevere called: 


ly the T ope , $i: bout the legue of the King. 
The third that no Bizhop sbould excommun:- 
chte any ſ*ruant ,or «fficer of the King, Yith- 
out bawing firſk conjulted with him. The' 
tourth, tbat the Bisbup sbould not punich any 
prijured ,or perfidious perſon. The filth , t5at 
the Secular juſtice of the King sbonld take wg- 
n.cance of tie cauſes of Clerzymen, and puntsb 
them if they de{erued punisbmens. The fixth; 
that the King, and the Laity sbould examin 
and juge Eccieſtaſtical cauſes and about tythes, 
All which things were prejudicial to- the 
Cluich and cont:ary to what bas been tucr 
praciſcd in it from the Apoſtles bitherto:iand 
to that which ail pious Emperors, Kings, and 
Princes have done : as we haue proved in our 
book of the Chriſizan Prince. But oftentimes 
lome Princes are deceived, thinking it to be A 
leflening of theit authority , to lubzeRt them: 
leiu:s to the Church , and a want of Iluſtice 
Not to puniſh the offences of Clergymen , 
which do not beiong vnto ther ; and minis 
ters are 1;cuer wanting to kindle the fireznor 
Fulillanunous and timorous Pielates , who 
30i icar ot falling into the distauor of theis 


_ Prince, lo{e the grace and tauwor of God, and 


fiy like mercenaties , and permit themielues 
W be Carried away With the {trcam. Saint 


Thowas did not io, who permitted not bim- 
|t to be 0ucicome , neither by terrors, nor" 


flatterics, to conſent to the king in 4 thing 
10 damage ablc to the Church, and of fo bad 
example ; but on the cuntraty be fo lamented 
and prieved , tor haying giucn figns of 4 will 
tO plcate the kirg herein ( decriucd , as we 
have laid , by w hat had been faid to him in 
thitbc halt ) that angry with hiaulelt , to cx- 
Tom. 2+ 


| 


| 


Fiate that his fault he ſbſpended kimſelt from 


votill that the Pope (ent him his abſolution; 
and he comforted himſelf with tbat,ang with 
the knowledge that his intention had been 
alwaies goo], and in nothing contiary to 
the will of God. Finally , the holy Pelate ſc- 
og that the King was incenſed againſt him, 
and lo abitinately relolued to promote his 


intentions , that there was no hope of paci-. 
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tying or changing him, and that the Biſhops - 


permitted themlclues to be carciey away by 
the kings will, and that the Grandees , and 


Potentates of the kingdom helped and aſſiſted * 


bio , and that the whole Church of England 
was in danger of periſhing , and being deſ- 
iroyed; he refolued to abicat hiwfelt fora 


litle time out of the kingdom, to the cndthact , 


lonas being caſt into the ſea , that hocgible 
tempeſt might ceaſe. Wherefore he fled away 
in the night diſguiſed , accompanied by wwo 
monks only aadi ſeruant, travelling in the 
nights, out of the Highway , with great la- 
bour and incommoditys and taking ſhip went 
ouer into' Flanders, When the king vader= 
ſtood that the holy Arthbiſhop had clcaped 
out of his hands, he was'tucn out of bikcls, 


and ſent his Amballadots ro Foe Alexanger 
the third*with gricuous complaints againſt 


bim, as aþa3nſt 4 ſeditious perſor, and a dil- 


quieter 'ot his Kingdom. The Fope having, 
— i publick conktiftory , anlyere 
them bat he % 

be might' Abtto judge ivight ix that cauſe. 


© 


r 441d bear the cArchbisbop, that 


The King Waretraged Beyond mcaſure at, 
this anſwet "and Commianded the gogds of 
Saint 'Thomas to be confiſcated _, together. 
with the goods of all bis Kindied-and allies 
(who were' many ) and that they ſhould ail, 
go torth ofhis-Kingdom, (| afing neither age, 
nor ſex ,not congition', For dignity of per- 

ſon : making the meh of ſufficient age tg. 
ſwear ; that they Would eek out the archbbisbop 
Whereſoeuer bt was , nnd make 

ts bim , as rhe caiiſe of theit' ſuffering [uch, mi-. 
/eriet, $.Thotnas weprts the Pope, and gaue 


his Holineſs at14 the Catginals an account of 


bimfelt , ſhewing them the Original articles, ; 
which King Henry would' baue eſtabliſhed, 
in his kingdom, and which he bad refuſed to. 


ligne and declaring the means which be had 


vicd to pacity the kiog ; atid to bring him to 
reaſon. He befought the Pope that be Would 
take avay from him that dignity , and beſtow it- 
wvpon /ome o0:her more in fawor ith the King, 
to the end that be- and bis king om might haue 


peace : for that be vnderſiood that God bad pure: 
nithed him for baviing accepted of that charge 


rithout hauing paits jufficent for it, to pleaſe 
the king. The Pope thought hit not tocondel- 
cend to the requeſt of Saint Thomas, but con- 
firmed him in his dignity , and commanded 

Hhhhbhh him 


their complaints * 
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him to keep it , that other Prelates in like | 
occaſions might not loſe courage , and ccaſe 
to oppole the perſecutors of the Catholick 
Church , feirg him who had fo valiantly 
fought for it, depriued of the dignity of Arch- 
biſhop. But to appeaſe the King of England, 
he ordained that he ſhould retire himlelf to 
ſome Religious houſe where he might be 
with quiet , in the mean time that he endeas» 
vored to reſtore him to the favor of his kivg. 


The holy Archbiſhop made choice of the mv- 


naſtery of Poptiniach of Ciſiercians in France , 
which then was very famous for gicat San- 
Qity. | 
7 o this Monaſtery the holy Prelate came 
with letters and recommandaticns from the 
Pope: but the chief recommendation that he 
brought wich him , was thefingular grace of 


God, with which be cawe garniſhed, very | 


joyfull to ſec that he ſuffered for jullice , and 
defirous to ſuffer much more, Jn his Mona- 
Kery very ſecret]y the Foly Archbiſhop began 
to :#1;& his body with cxtravrdinaty rigor 
ard pennance, He cat ceriain herbs and poor 
and gioſt meats, cauſipg the more fine and 
delicate to be diſtributed amongſt the ſick 
and needy, He went ſomectimcs-into the riucy, 
which ran by the Monaſtery, when it was 
vety cold ,and almoſt frozen , and remained 
a good whilc in it , to mortity bimſelf the 
more, And in other reſpgeRs be, lead ſuch alife 
that he ſeemed rather dead then alive : and he 
fell into ſuch a ficknes which had hike to bave 
taken him quite away. But thay which moſt 
afflicted him , was the great ayiſery-and cala- 
mity of fo many of his innocent relations, 
Which for” bis lake (although, without any 
faulr ofbis)they ſuffcred : whom be was not 
able to help , but God provided for them by 
wmeatis of the king of France, and other Lords, 
and Jevout perſons of prime quality of that 
kingdom , who kpnowipg the. SanAity of S. 
Thomas ,and the tyrany of king Henry, and 


+%+ 


of them would hot baue been jp well provui- 
ded" ior ',and accommodated in their own 
houſes: But when King Henry beard thatthe 
boly'Pielate was,in that Monaſtciy, it is not 
to be believed how, enraged he. was againſt 
the 'Abbot. He writ to him in 3 rem fury , 


i#.wediately to.drive.bim out of his houſe , and | 


o#t” of all the houſes of bis orger,, threatning 
bim'if be did-not doe ut ,to thruſt all the Cij- 
terelans monks out of bis Kingdom, and to de- 
ſtriy their <Monaſteries, Fhe holy Prelate.vn» 
derflanding of the Abbot what the King had. 
written vntb bit, faid to him with. all calm- 
nes and ſcrenity : God forbid, that ſo many 
and fo boly Religious men sbould ſuffer for me, 
ani that their «Monaſteries chojld be ruine::. 


and giuing thanks to the Abbot and 


Religious,for their good entertainment of the 
holy Prelate , be took bim away with him 
they alk bewayling his departure, and remem. 
bring the rate example with which he had 
lived amongſt them, 

He wastwo years in the Convent ofPon- 
tiniach,and from thence be went to the Mo. 
naſtery of Saint Columta, wheie he remained 
four years , ot with leſs rigor and example 
of his great ſanity , and admiration ot all 
that conuerſed with him. It was 4 wonder 
that he lay in a bed, vnles he were gticuouſly 
ſick : he roſe before day ,and ewployed him: 
(cif in diuin offices , and in celebrating eurty 
day with veiy greatdevotion and reverence, 
the moſt Sacred myſtery of Holy Maſs : after. 
wards cntring into his chamber , with a con- 
trite and humble hcart he gaue himſelf to 
praier ,tcars ,and ſighs, offcring himſelf in 
Sactifice to our Lo1d, and prepating himſelf 
for martyrdom. Afterwards he eat with the 
pocr and with the few ſeruants which he had, 
with great temperance: and after his ref Rion 
he entertained himſelf with ſome fpiritwal 
reading , or with diſcovifing of neceſſary 
and profitable things with his familiazs, He 
conſtantly watched almcit all the night, and 
calling his chaplain , who alone flept in his 

chamber, purting off his hanſkiit which he 
wore next vnto his:kin, he commanded him 
to whip him till the blood came abundant)y: 
and after that his Chaplain was returned to 
his. bed , he exerciſed other mortifications; 
and knecling , and proſtiatirg himſelf before 
out Loid, hejpent the other part of the night 
in praier, vatill that Lis body being wearied 
and ſpent,be caſt himſclt vpon the greund to 
repoſe 3 litle , making vſe of a lone. for his 
pillow. But our Loid, who by theſe cſlays 
prepared this his valiant foldier, and inten- 
ded to wake him his glorious Martyr : one 
day as he was proſtrate before the Altar, and 
hauingenced Maſs, was giving thapks with 
| __ teruor , appeared vnto him, and calling, 
im by bis name , ſaid vrto him : Thomas , 
——_— thog tbalt illuſtrate my Church vith 
thy 
Lord? 1 am (ſaid be ) Chriſt thy trother and 
Saviour, Who Will illufirate my Charch with 
thy blood. Then the $ aint with great jubilce 
of ſoul, anſwercd: F pray Godt may be jo; 
and may that Ybich thuw Jaiſl unto me, 0 Lord, 
be atcumplizhed 1m me , for I do not dejernt it. 
'The King of England endeauored to caſt him 
out of France ; and lent ambaſſadors to king 
Lewis, grievouſly complaining, that he kept 
in his kingdom, and favored a man who was 


kis enemy , and from whom hc had token 
away 


the now 


morks,for the chatity wt ich they had ſhewed 29 
him : and the king of France having come in Dic:,. 
perſon to the Monaſtery , and thanked the »4x, 

. 


lood. And he amazed ſaid : ho art this, 
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| -— away for his demerits the dignity of Prelate. | nation which the king had conceiuedagain(t: 
D 29+ The moſt Ghriſtian king anſwered them : the holy Prelate bag ory eeymgres oa 24 
Re DEQEN® Tr oj} Our maZter, that F am 4 King a: ell as | dom (althoughcommonly they held him and Mun 
I '*" be: and that } rhould mot dare to depriwe of bis | reverenced hum as 3 Saint ) it is not caly to 7-4 


tignity the pooreſt Clerick of my kingdom : that” 
1 vuderſtand not boo be bas beet ſo bold as to 
off end the who's Catholick Church, and'to depi/e 
from the higheſt d1ynity of bis kingdom, fo boly, 
ant ſo venerable 4 man as Thomas. Jahac atter 
many debates , and difficultys, the King of 


} rance by entreaties,and the Pope by threats, 
{o preſſed the king of England , that he was 
reconciled , and made peace with the holy | 
prelate , and gaue leaue to him, and toall his | 
triends,to return back 1nto his kingdom, pro- 
miſing to make their goads to be rettored voto 
them : and S. Thomas ſpoke with the kiog , 
who was'then in Normandy ; and made an 
accord with him, and after feucn years bani- 
ſkment returned into England , to the great 


joy and rejoycing of the good , and prief of 
the bad , who feared him as an incxorable_ 
cenſor of their miſdemeanors and exceſſes. | 
'The Saint roturned-with the ſame zeal of : 
juſtice and Ecclchaſtical diſciplin that he | 
Fad before; ( tor that ſo many aflidions and | 
ſufferings bad not beea able to abate it ) and | 
began to diſcharge his Paſtoral funRion with | 
ſo great -integrity , that thoſe who had their | 
own confciences tot witneſſes and atcuſers | 
of their bad life; would not-expe& the (en» 

tence of ſo vpright a judge. He commanded 

certain Biſhops to:make fome' ſatisfaftion for 


certain offcaces whicti they had:committed. | 


They gathered againſt him many Eccleſia. 
ſticks, and Sceulats of the chief of-the king» 
dom : and all of them together made their 
addreſs to the king , telliog him , chat the 
Arihbirhop went aboat to make the kingdom 
rebell: and that be came ont of bis bamsbment 
not more bumble ,- but More proud : and that 
ben be Went forth of bis boſe, all accompanied 
bir as if be\were the vr1y perſon of the king : 
anithat to be king be Wanted nothing but to 
p#t #he crown: pon bis head , and to ſay that be 
world be jo.” They knew well how co whiſper 
into-the Kings ears ſuch things as theſe, 
which he as 4- lately reconciled triend eaſily 
belicuing 4 without further examining the 
truth 6f them, in 4 great rage cryed out: Fo 
tt poſſible ; thit I cart #vt baut peace With one 
Prieſt of my kingdoms ? carfed be all thoſe that 
tht of my bread; [cing that none of them rewen- 
res me of ſuch 4 man.Some of the kings ſer- 
vants heard theſe his words; and as flattety 
hasa trarge force, and the defite of pleafing 
Princes is blind , and heady ) they belieaed 
they ſhoulJ do him 2 very gratcfull office, if 
they (ſhould kill. the Archbiſhop : and accor- 
dingly four ot the chief of thein refolued to 
do it, But betorc they put in execution this 


that he appr 


their wicked purpote , the wrath and indig- 


believe , how the minds of the common peo- 
ple were changed , and how they began to 
deride and ſcorn him : and this in ſo high 4 
deyree, that Polydore Virgil a diligent Hiito« 
riographer ot the matters of England, writes, 
that the holy Prelate paſſing at ehis time thro- 
uvgh acertain village ,che inhabitants thereof 
to affront him, cut off the tail ot thc horſe on 
which he rode : but by the jul judgement of 
God, all the children of thoſe who had been 
thus bold to deride his ſervant , were born 
with tails like beaſts : and this laſted yacill 
their generation was ended. | 

But the ſervants ofthe king the better to 
execute their wicked purpole , taking with 
them a company of armed deſperate fellows; 
went one day after dinner to the houſe of 
the Archbiſbop'ts kill him. And after they 
had giuen him ſome vncivil and contumeli- 
ous languape ; and the holy Peclate haviog 
anſwered them -;or the one fide with great 
humility and niodeſty, arid onthe other with 


great valor and-conſtancy ; went'forth of hig 


houſe td call the'foldiers which they brought 
along withtheai : and the Sdint went to the 
Chucch becauſe it was now time of Ucſpers, 
The Clericks going about to ſhut the doores, 
he commanded-them not to do it , ſaying, 
that the Church: was nat to be defended like 
caſtles, and'that be Was to onercome by ſufferiag 
and not by fizbting. The crucl wurtherers En- 
tred into Vie Church; in & great fury, callin 

out with + lowd voice ; Where is Thomas 
Becket , traitor dghinf theking and kingdom? 
Whereis the Archtysbop ? Andihe Saint with= 


out being any thing troubled ; anſwered : 


Here I am; no Traitor az ginſt the king , but 4 
Prieſt of 1eſusChiiſt , ready 16 a for him , hd 
redeemed me' With bit blood. Go1 forbid that 1 
should fly your ſwords or fot" the = of thom, 
forſake juſtice. Now ( ſay they )tbos +halt dy, 
and receive the 1tward of thy boldncs, And the 
hol y Martyr replicd : 7 inMeed am ready to dy 
for my Loyd; that the-Charch by my blood ma 
obtain pence and liberty. But take notice that T 
commandyouin the name of -almighty God that 
you touch not, not burt any of mine. Forif there 
be any fawult , it is mine, and not theirs; Then 
preſently he'tel} down _ his kaces , and 
like 4 chaſed and thirſty bart who leing jneet 
ynto him aptentifall fountain of trefh warer, 
with violence caſts himſclfinto it:fo he, ſeing 
roathed necer' to the crown of 
Martyrdom , which with ſo much anxicty he 
did defite, he threw bimſe|f intothe hands of 
our Lord , joyning , and lilting vp his own 
hands to heaucn , and beſeeching almighty 
Godtolook, down wpon bis Church, for the in+ 
terceſſiom 
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ann. Ferceſſion of the moſs glorions Vmgin <Mory | greater glory of the Saint, and to teſtify how = 
29, our Lary., and of Saint Denis Hishop and | gratefull that conſtancy had been voto ki _ 29: 
Deceu-, Martyr , and of the other Saints his Patrons. | with which he died for the liberty of hig Deciy. 
BER, The bloody milcreants fell vpon the holy | Church, our Lord began to work great mis © | 
| Prieſt, to offer him vp in Sacrifice, and one | racles through his interce(ſion : and from alt | 
of thera with his ſword diſcbaiged a terrible | parts of the kingdom there was 4 great COne | 
blow vpon his head, whence piciently iſſued | curſe of people to hisSepulcher, begging fa. | 
abundance of blood : and 4 Clerick called | uors of God for his merits, and they «turned 
Ervard (who is he that writes his lite) going | home well ſatizhed and contented , having 
about to defend his Prelate ( tor that thz 1elt | obtained fingular graces both for their fouls 
ofthe monks affrighted had abandoned him) | and bodies, | 
and embracing him , they cut off his arme ,,] But King Henry when he heard of the 
and gricuouſly wounded him: But $'Thoimas | death of the Saint, was much troubied, vn- 
although he was wounded in the head , | derſtanding as the truth was , thatall would 
did not move it ,nor ſticr his body , but re- | caſt the tault vpon him , and muke him the 
maining immoucable , and conſtant in his | author of ir. For although his intention was 
praicr, he expeQedaſter that blow, tl.c others | avr to caule Saint Thomas to be killed, yet 
which followed, vntill that he fell down neer | his words were the occaſion of his being 
to, the Altar where he was kneeling ,and the | killed, He ſent his awbaſſadors to Pope Ale- 
brains of his holy head were ſcattered vpoa | xander the third, excuſing himſelf, and beſec- 
the ground. Theſe minifters 0} Sathan went | cbing him, that be Vowld command informa« 
forth of the Chuzch , and cntred into the | 110» 20 be taken of all that had paſſed m the 
houſe of the BiſFop, and pilloged it , leauirg | bu/ines The Pope ſcnt two Legats who 1ecei- 
nothing in it but two haurſbires , which were | ued the information,and declazed, that sbough 
not ſor their purpoſe : and after this they fled | the Kings will bad not been that bis [er- 
eucry one his way : although by the juſt zud- | #ants sbowld do what they did, yet be bad been 
gement of God they all cied within there | greatly fawlty in the death of the Saint, both by 
years, The fiſt that ſtruck him died in-Sicily, | reaſon of bis il} w/age of bim , and alſo for the 
tcating his fleſh, and caſting it from him in | vords Wticb be bad ſpoken againſt him , and & 
eeces :ant he alſoas well asall the reſt who | then abſolued him, and appointed him his F 
ated in that ſacrilege, as long as they lived, | pennance : the which he fulfilled with great 
alwaics went trembling, and as it were beſot- | devotion and humility, For it was ſignified 
tedand without judgement :and themſelucs | vnto him from heauen, that be 5howld nor have 
confcſled that it was 4 juſt puniſhment of | peace mor quieter in bis kingdom, wntill that 
God, | = a be bad bumbled himſelf to the Saint , and ached 
-Alter that the cruel murtherets were fled], | bim pardon , and obtained mercy of our Lord, 
the Clericks and wonks ot the Charch, reco-' | rhrowgh bis interceſſion. And lo; he came t9 L 
uecivig courage returned to it ,and ſhedding | Canterbury , and trom the Church of Saint 4 
many teas took the body of the holy Arch- | Dunſtan went barefoot tothe great Church, 
biſbop., and put it ypon 4;beer , and with | where the body of Saint Thamas was. Being 
' Unnens gathered vp the blood that had come | come to the dote be proftrated bimſelt, and : 
from it ; with which they anointed their eyes; | mace his praicr, Entiing into the Church , p 
and. conſerved. and regerenced it. as 4 preti- | be watered with many tears the place where 
ous Relick. They ſtripped him, and found | the boly Biſbop was killed : and having made 
Next to the$kin of the boly Martyr a rough | his confeſſion at the feet of the Biſhop}, with 
Haitſkirt , whicb reached from bigs neck to bis | great trembling and revercnce: be approa- 
knees, ſo tull of vermin that it ſeemcs to be | ched to his Sepulcher, bathed in tears , and 
a.kind of Martyrdom to. have. becn. able to | making thoſe that were preſent , to weep a- 
endure it. Here all that were.preſent doubled | bundantly. There he vnbared his ſhoulders, 
their tears, and better vaderſiood the ſanRtity | and received vpon them fiue blows with a 
of their boly Pxclate. They buried him in bis | diſciplin from the Biſbops ;and . afterwards 
Pontifical robes, in;a vault acer to.the Altar | three from euery one of the monks who were 
of Saint lobn Baptif, and of Saint Auguſtin, | more then fourſcore. In this 'manner he was 
whom SaintGregory Pdpe ſer into England, | ſolemnly abſalued , and remaining baretoot 
Inftaptly the kiogdom began to be jn a com- | vpon the bare ground, and faſting he ſpent 
buſtion, and to be puniſhed by the hand of | all that night .in praier with great remors , 
the. moſt bigh , with ſo great and civil (edi: | teadernes, and deuotions This is A rare exam- 
tions and diſcords, betwixtthe king and his | ple , and well worthy to be obſerved, and 
ſon, that there was {carce one man at peace | imitated by Catholick kings, and true chil- 
with another , nor was there any one that | dren of the boly Church , when for hauing 
eſcaped this fire, as if all the whole kingdom | talninto ſome grieuous fault , ſhe like 2 mo- 


had bcen to be burnt vp by it. And for the } teex correfts them. And our Lord — 
uly 
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Saint Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury. 


derfully fauorced King Henry for this his hu- 
mility and pennand : for the ſame day that 
be thus. humbled biaſelf , he got 4 notable 
yitory oucr his enemies, and took the King 
of the Scots priſoner , and had other very 


alter ſo deuout to the Saint, that he enriched 
his ſepulcher with gifts , and the Chuich 
where his holy body was: 

The death of S Thomas was vpon the nine 
and twentith of December, in the year one 
hundred and leucnty , as ſaies Cardinal Bas 
ro0nivs ,or inthe year one thouſand one hun- 
dred ſeventy once, as afh-mes the reformed 
Breviary uf his Holineſs Clement the eighth, 
and 1n the fifty third year of his age. Pope 
Alexander the third canonized hi), and ptit 


him itt the Catalogue of the holy Martyrs, | 


commanding his fealt to be celebrated thro- 
vebout the whole Catholick Church vpon 
the day of his Martyrdom. And with good 
reaſon , ſor that beſides his baving been'a 


moſt out deſender-of the Chutch , and 4 | 
glorious Martyr of Chritt ; he has beea very | 
illuſtrious for innumerable miracles , and. 
wore for his heroical and admirable yertues: | 
of which Petrus Bleſenks , 4 graue author, 
and of the ſame time with $, Thomas , faies 
theſe words : Thomas was 4 preather of the 

divin word , 4 Trumpet of the Goſpel, 2 fri. 

end of the ſpouſe, 4 pillar of the Clergy, eye of 


very great : with an infernal and diabolical 
fury he commanded the Saint himſelf to be 
cited to appear before him , and condem- 


ned him as A Traitor, and commanded him 
rolperovus lucceſies ; and he 1emained cuer 


to be blotted out of the Catalogue of the 
Saints : and eſtabliſhed in bis Courts vnder 
pain of death , that no bo.ly ſhould celebrate 
his day , nor recommend himſelf vnto him, 
nor call bim Saint nor keep 4 book nor Cas 
lender , in which his name was not blotted 
out, He commanded alſo his holy Reli.ks to 


be burnt, and to be diſperſed by the wind, 


and perſecuted him as if he had been ſome 


| heretical and infamous perſots, for no other 
. realon, but becauſe he had died for'the liberty 


of the Church, the ſupreme head whereof is 
the Pope, whoin be ſo much hated, and wov'd 
by no means acknowledge , that he. migttt 
make himſelf «Azntip:pe, and prodigious head 
of the Church of England, or to lay 'better, 
an «Aftichriſt azain## ChriF, and bis Vicar : 
ſhewing himlſclt in this more impious and 
barbarous, then King Hemy the ſecoad him» 
ſelf, who was the occaſion of his death: ſeing 
that he acknowledged his fau't , and this 


| other not. He gaue great pittsto the-Church 


of Saint Thomas, and this othet took them 
away. Henty the ſecond proſtrated:and hunjs 
bled himſelt , and adorned the holy Reliks of 
the Saint , Heary the cighth. diſenterred and 
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"in the Church of Saint Thomas, and were - 


_— 


Dectu- 
BER, 


the blind , tongue of the dumb, foot of the lame, 
' ſalt of the earth , ornament of bis countrey, mi-' 
niſter of the moſt high , Uicar of Chriſt , and 
the anointed of our LorA. «All bis congerſation | 
Yas 4 ſchool of vertue,d rnle of good mannets, | 


burned them , and ſcattered themy irvthe air. 
Which is 3 lameatable example; and teaches 
vs; how furious a.tyrant diſhoneſt lJout is , 
wheh it poſlefſes the heart of 4-potene King: 


' tor about tour hundred years ; our Lord per- 


and an example of jaluation. He as right in | 
bis judgement ,induſirions in the diſþ: ſung of 


things , diſcreet in commanding , modeſt in bis 
Words , circumſpett in bis counſels. He Was 
ſparing in eating , liberal in g14ins. , and in 
anger maſter of himſelf, in fle;b an eAngel, 
meek in injunies ,feartuil in proſperity , ſecure 
in adugrſity, & great aims-giuer, andwyery metr« 
alull, He Yas the glory of Keligtous, the delight 


of the people , the terror of Princes , and the 
God of Pharao. Thus Petrus Blelenſis. 

But Saint Thomas having been what we 
bave ſaid , and having flouriſhed, and been 
reverenced by the whole Catholick Church, 


mitted that he ſhould be once again mazrty* 
red, that he might be tice 2 «Martyr, once 
in his life, and another time aſter his death, 
For the vntortunate Henry the cigtb, King of 
England , after that like an infernal moniter 
he made himicit ſpiritual head of that: king- 
dom, conceived ſuch a ſtrange hatred againit 
the fea Apoſtolick (becauſe it would not fa-. 
uor him in his impure and blind loues and fol- 


lys) that beſides his haniog ſacrilegioufly laid | 


hands ypon the treaſures of God, which were 
'Tom, 2 


and that hereſy is atvinfernal fury, which if 
it be not ſtopped, deſtroyes and mineth all, 
We may alſo gather out of this tory" the lite 
we arc to conhfide in the fauor .and-familiat 
friendſhip of Princes , ſeing that: Hetury the 
ſecond ſo much exalted Saint 'Thotnas, aid 
afterwards ſo much depreſſed bim;bating him 
with paſſion , whom with ccaſon he-had bee 
forc loued. Moreouer; Kings and great Go- 
ucrnors of the commonwealh- andy: teatn 
hence not to medle with Eccleſiaſtical haffaiss, 
although it be with 4 zeal of-tuflice; and to 
puniſh the faults of the Clergy ;asdud Henry 


| the ſecond: ſeing it is not theit office but only 


toaid , and tauor and not to judge and codh- 
rand in things appertaining to-the Church, 
And alſo they ought to be very ciecumfped, 
and not to ſpeak words ; nor gine 2 fign 
of that which they delire to be. done wi- 
thout reaſon. For there ate ſo many flatte» 
rers, who deſire for their own inteteſts, to 
pleaſe Princes that they take oceation todo 
many vnjuſt thinge,; and eucn contrary tothe 
will ofthe Princes thewſclues : as it happened 
to the king Henry in the death of $. Thowas; 
And if atany time , 4 Prince , as man, ſhould 
commit 4 tault, he muſt vaderſtand _ he 

ocs 
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not loſe, but gain authority with God , and 
with men, by ſubmitting himſclito the cor- 
reion of the Church , and by humbling 
himſelf to the (piriteal miniſters of that Lord 
who made him king, and exalted hut aboue 
other merr. And that the greateſt ſafcguard & 
aſſurance: which king have of their con- 
feruation , is their reſpe& to God and his 
Religion , by which they are maintained, and 
without which they are deſt;oyed. ButEccle- 
fiaſtical perſons ought to toske great heed 
how they liuc , and not to give occaſion to 
ſeculars (jby their bad lite ) to make litle.ac 

count. of them , and ſo deſpiſe the lacerdotal 
dignity. For-it is certain. , that the Clergy is 
the puls of this myſtical body ofthe Church, 
and that as that goes, ſogo all the reſt, And 
it is not juſt , that they beiig the port of our 
Lora , and God being their part , ſhould giue 
themſelues to contenttments which arc not 
of God; and.that they ſhould ſerue themſcl- 
ves of that ſo ſublime a degree which God 
has given them , againſt God himlelt who 
eauc it them, and tothe dammage any lcan- 
dal of their neighbors, for whole profit and 
edification it was giuen them, And that Pre» 


-lates, who like w__ and caretull Paſtors 


are towatch ouer their flock ought to puniſh 
ſcuerely the exceſſes of Ecclchiaſticks theyr 
ſubjeas ,.that by one. bad one many good 
oncs may not be ſpoyled; and that occafion 
may not be giuen of ſcandal to the weak: 
and to Princes and Magiſtrates, to interinedle 
in Ecclchaſtical matters , judging that they 
have no. other remedy , and that they are 0- 
bliged hereunto for the good of the common- 
wealth. But when Prelates have done, What 
on their, patt they ought. to do they wuſt re- 
remcethber:, that they ate depoſitaries of the 


*frcafurciof God , and guards of the juri{difti- 


on and atithority of the Church, that they 
may not conſent (as much as inthem poſſible 


-#2) that any thing be done againſt its liberty: 


*. 


:Saift!/Þ 


ame Jarwogs > of the glorious Biſhop 
nas , who: gave bis life for it, We 


.*ought to chdeauor to imitate him in this; and 
« inn all cboſe:excellent arid admirable vertues, 
y with wbich be ſhiced in his lite, and by them 
- deſerued ro obtain the crown of Martyrdom. 
-;Let vs befcech our Lord, that by the means 
. "of his praiers we may fo follow his footſteps, 


that wemay arrive whicte he arriued. and may 


: enjoy - what he enzoyes, and ſhall enjoy for 
- all eternity, Amens 
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THE FEAST OF THE 
. Tranſlation of Saint Tames 4poſtle ,Pa- 
tron of Spain , to Compoſtela, 


' FTE R that the glorious A. 
$ poltle Saint lames the Great, 
the firſt ofall the Apoſtles, who 


with his blood confirmed and 
FR conſecrated the heaucnly do 
rin which he had preached' , was by the 


command of Herod bcheaded in Hicrulalem, 
certain of his diſciples by the infpiration of 
God , took his holy body , and carried it to 
the haven of loppe, avd put it into i ſhip, 
earneſtly befeeching our Lord, that be yould 
guid ani dire} them to that land and wun- 
trey , Where bis pleaſure Was that the holy Apo- 
file 1hould be buried. Jt pleaſed our Lord that 
the ſhip ina few daics going throngh the Me. 
diterrancan fea came to the coaſt of Spain and 
entriog by the ſtrait of Gibraltar ,and com- 
paſſing irs two fides of Eaſt and ſouth, atlaſt 
arriucd in Galitia, at the city of Trin4 Flavia, 
which is now called the Patrov. There the 


diſciples of the Apoſtles Raicd and from then-: 


ce ( as the hiſtory of Compoſtella affirmes) 
the holy body was Carried thither where 
Compoſtclla now is, and putin a cheſt or 
tomb of marble, where it was hid aboue huc 
hundred years (the cauſe is not known) vatill 
that in the time of king Aipbon/xs the haſt, 
God reucaled it by mcans ot wany lights, 
which were ſeen ih the night over the place 
where it was buried, And the Biſhop ot Iria, 
called Theodemirus,aduertiſed King Alptonſys 
the Chaſt, ofthe fauor which God had donto 
Spain in diſcovering vnto them that pretious 
treaſure, and in giuing them hia for Patton 
and defender , whom betore he had giuen 
them for maſter and Preacher ot his Ghoſpel. 
The king preſcntly caine with great deuo» 
tion, and viſited the holy body , and built 2 
Cturch for it , and endowed it with great 
gifts ;as is to beſcen in the priuiledge gran- 
ted tothe ſame Church , which 1s dated in 
the year cight hundred thirty five, Immedia« 
tely the holy Apoſtle began to ſhew his favor 
to the Spaniards in their battels againſt the 
Mores: and was ſccn diucrs times all in armes, 
togo before the ſquadrons of the Chrilhans, 
and to fight witha heauenly force tor them, 
vatill they had routcd and deteated the ate 
mics ofthe Barbarians , and obtained i glo- 


rious viftory oucr them Afterwards in the 
yeal 


blk 


, 
1 
o 


_Galicia.is held tor -one ot the 


The Tranflation of $S, James, A poltie. 
—— yearnine hundred, King Alphonſus the third. 
29, ſurnamed the Great , made the Ghurch wuch | Compottella, and'Ambeoſe.de Morsles in the” 


DEce% ore magnificent: and from that time hither- 
EB to that Sanftuary has encreaſcd in building , 


rents, and priviledges , which Popes have 


th.y grant thoſe graces to that Church, jorthet 
the body of this b.ly Apoſile 15 i# it, And ac- 
cordingly Pope John the cighth gane 2 brief 
for the eonlecration of the Church, Pope 
Urban the ſecond transferred the Epiſcopal 


ſeat of ria to Compoltelia, and exempted it | 


from the ſutz<&ion of the Metropolitan of 
Bracara,Pope Palchalis the ſecond confirmed 
ynto it this ſame immunity , and added vato 
it ,vot twelve Cardinals (as (@me write) but 
ſeucn (Ambroſe de Morales in the filth book 
of bis Hiſtory, and Villegas. ia the life of S. 


lanes ſay tat theze-are twelue Cardinals at' 
this day in that Church) tor the mere wor-. 


thy miniftery of that Altar which, is aucr the 


body. of the holy Apoſtle : and granted to. 
the Biſt op of Compoltella' the: Fa] , which 
only Arcl:biſhops do vſe, Pope-Calliſius the 
mpoltella | - 


Sccond made the Biſhaprick ot:\Co 
abſolutely an Archbilkoprick , albg 
Merida for its Mergopotis But, that which 
has made that Church ſo famous:, are the 


wany and great wizacles which; our Lenl | 


bas wrought forthe intorcedion of ahe Holy 
Apollle,not only 1nitavar of she Spaniards, & 


of all Spain. , but alſo for the-benabt of all 
.thole. who out. of diucts natians.; ant the 
molt remote Provinces bf all;Chrifkendom 


come in pilgrimage 10 vilit his bely Sepitl» 
cher , and deuoutly recommend themdelacs 
voto him. Theſe humble ſuppliants ofS; lames 


. axe ſo wary(althoug by the horeſlics of theſe 
; tices this deyotion bas been much diauni- 


Thed ).that the pilgrimage 40 Saint dames of 


bf all Chriſtendom : and the yoarof going 
thither is reſernedto.the. Pope , as i$ithar of 
gaing to Jcrulalem , or t0wifib the Bodizs of 


"the glozious Princes of the. ApoRtles Saint 
* Peter and SaintPauls And Some Botrinrokyt 


Calciats' and Sgint Jebn: ot Bateau; employ? 
<d themſclues in lodging ;and! -feraing whe 
Piprims.that came inpilgiimage 1dS.lames| 
thaking plain, the waies ; budding bridges, 


.and aking Hoſpitdls whore thee y "might be 
, catettained; ſorthe great: drnotion which 
they. bad-to the holy Apoſtle. and for :that 


there were fo many :ithat:came from all the 


»Ppits of the world; Ito! reverence his holy 


pp cher, And Pope'Calliftus weit with great 
diligeacc.and care as fairs Taithemins )' 4 
Licatile of the matacies of [Saint Iames/; alſo 
Jome {crmons;and epiſtiesot his Tranflation, 
And. Leo the thirdallomakes:mention of the 
'Tranflation.ot Saint Iames.into Spain 7; and 
Pope lanocent the ſecond ,, av faies:Cardinal 


Barontvs., and more largely che Hiſtory of 


| aiath bock of his peneral -Chronicle .of 
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Spain. The Church'ot Compoſtella and fone © nt 


| others in Spaincelebrate the Tranftztion | 
granted to It : in the which they fay , #bat | #ton of 


Saint lames, pon the thir:th-of Pecember, 
by 4 Briet of Pope Gregory the thirteenth, 
diſpatchicd ;vpon the thirtith of December, 
in the year one thoaſand five buridred ant! 
cighty three; and byanother of Pope Sixtus 
the btth vpon the hiſt day ofFebruiryin the 
year one thouſand tive hundred eighty nine; 
and in the fourth of his Popedom | 


| ” - | T _ 
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a-£ AINT Sylocker tative of 
Xs Rowe, was the fon of 'Keffines, 

F/ and from tbis'.chtthood was 
Y 255 - oiuch- onchned'! to: works of 
RM RS picry, He had forhis muſter one 
*Cyriwas a Privft ive whole thirpe-his:good 
-nz0ther coamitted hims-that the might bein» 


youth he gaue himſelf co vic aff eotttely © 
 Obriſtian 'frangers ; ro lodpethem , to walh 


| qheit fect. , and to feaſt 'thedi with great Chas 
rity and-dedotion. Aajongſtorhets he 12cHi- 


-uedi'into his houſt | $aiet Timothy D 
Pas may. pps roo re 
neipal | ge a6 Rome; was lodged by Saine Syloefitt : 
(anc ſain  predelied the Geof EN with 
gveate y, and conuertedaidtiy in 
holy city, ded aa hartjicd PS. 
\Sylbeſtct res ng yaook aw! 
. body , and enters ell it \ (iigingp By 


Plalots,with othets of the Faithtultfact {ding 
10 the cuſtoty ofthe holy Thorett"The'Pre= 
tet of Rome Targdmiut Pirprinp came' to 
the ktowledgehercof, anifyirolity evoctitly 
the-yoots of Timerby, which he" beficuctt'to 
-be ;great , tind tobe in the Keeping of Saihe 
'Sylucfter, he tomnmindedhimt&he apprefiee- 
ded'; imprifoned',ant] taft ifito a dungeon. 
'ThE$2intwas nothing trodbled hereat , bo? 
Propbeſeetl thit that bis iaoppf wment bould 
not Taft long , ited that The tight following the 
judge that communled bim' w te apprebe#ded, 
tbould dy * nd fo it happened. For the PrefeR 
chat oighezt foppe cating 6f.2 ith ,a bog 
'-of-it went" ciolt his' throat, and choked uw, 
and ſo hetlicd;and Saidt Sylicter the tay 
follow- 


-ftrufted: by Him in thuly 'mtmets: 40d in 
' che myſteries of Chriſtias Relipign. From His 
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Saint Syluelter, Pope. 


following was freed out of priſon. He was \ ving compaſſion of the innocent 


———" made 4 Prieſt Cardinal by Saint eMarcellinus 
Dacan- Pope, and not #4 Dearon by Saint Melchia- 
»zx Mes, as lore write : for Saint Auguſtin calls 


Sant Sylueſter the Prieſt of MarceBmos.W ith 
his new dignity be began to ſhine more 10 
all kind of vertues, and gain the affections of 
all, by the example of bis holy lite, and by 
the good offices which be did them. Wherefor 
Melchiades Pope being dead, by the coromon 
conſent of the Clergy and people , Saint Syl- 
ueſter was placed in the Chair of Saint Peter. 
Ar that time Conſdantin the Great was Empe- 
ror , and by reaſon of the competitions and 
watrs which he had with Maxentius, Lici- 
nius and Maziminus '( who went abovt to 
viurp the Empire } and by reaſon of the.Gen- 
tils, who armed with the laws of former ty» 
rants ,and fleſhed in the blood of the Chri- 


ſtians , continues to perſecute them , the Ro- | 


man commonwealth was not abſolutely at 
peace , nvr the root bf perſecution yet extir- 
pated.For which cauſc Saint Sylneſter fearing 
leaſt he might be apprchended and killed , 
and judging that it was more to the ſeruice 


of God to preſerve himſelf for 4 bettet the, 


ſecretly went forth of Rome, and retited hith- 
ſelf to the mountain Soratle , which is abopt. 
twenty miles from Rome. There heremiited 
hidden 1n a cauc for ſotne daies [and forihis 


fo. Pliny fac \ that this diſeaſe %as very cotn- 
bat. ſometitnes Kings badit although 
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litle children , and of the tender relentment 


fick , or to ſeek out other medicins tor the 
cure of his leproſy : and commanded the chil. 
dren to be reſtored to their mothers, and 4 
good ſur of money to be given them and 
to be lent contented and joytull to their ho. 
mes. That very night Saint Peter and Sairt 
Paul appeared to Conſtantin : and having 
thanked him for the mercy he had ſheweg 


| towards the mothers and their children, they 


aduiſed him to ſend to mount SoraHe for the 
Bi1bop of the Chriſſians , who was called Hl. 
wefFer , Whu Would teach him another bath, 

which be shokld be better cured both of the le- 
profy of his body and allo of the leproſy of bis ſoul, 
then by that Which the Prieſts of the Jdvls bad 
rounſelled bim to make w/e of. The Emperor 
torth with ſent tor S.Sylucſter , who came, 
thinking that they ſought him tor to martyr 
him : but wheti he heard of the Emperor the 
dream and revelation which he had had, and 
the dinin men which had appeared vnto him, 
vnderſtanding by the figns which the Empe- 
ror gauc- him, tbatthey were Saint Peter, and 
Saint Paul;be ſhewed him the pictures which 
he had of them : and the Emperor was con- 
frwed that they were the ſame, for thatthoſe 
piQures reprefented to the life the perſons he 
had ſcen. Hence S. Sylueſter began to preach 
to the Emperor leſus Chriſt , and to teach 
him the: tbyſteries of ovr Holy Faith ; and to 
declare voto him, tbat Vithout it there vas ad 


Who had appeared wnto him Were Apoſties of 
out Loyd, founders of the Roman Chanch ; and 
preathets of his Gboſpel : nnd that Le bad ſent 
them wnto bim to giize him perfef health in 
body andin ſoul, andio open wnto bim tht vay 
| of life. the Which be sbonld obtain , by caſting 
| alvay the Worsbip of his fals Gods , and by ett- 
bracing: the' Chriſtian Religion, and by Sarhing 
himſelf with the water of buly Bapti/m. The 
| pious Emperor did all this , andputting off 
| his purple and Imperial 'Diadetn , be clothed 
 bimfſclt with-baircloth ad afbes , and faſted 
and did pennance for his fins. ; and the holy 
Pope inſtrved bim in the myſteries of out 
faith ,and afterwards baptized hitm.Obertht 
place where he was baptized, thcre ſuddenly 
; appearcda moſt clcer light and tmore reſplen» 
| dent then the ſun, and/he came out of the 
| font of Baptiſm with his fleſhas white, whole, 
and pare ;;asthat of 3 ſucking infant, leaving 
. the water: full of his leproſy , like vnto the 
ſcales of fiſhes. By this his ſo ſudden , entire, 
and miraculous bealth», the Emperor Con- 
ſtantin-was touch confirmed-in the matters of 
our boly-faith/, and exceedipgly deſtrous to 


dilate it throvghout all his Empire ; and was 
very 


ge of the —_ 


of their mothers , would not buy his health ' 
at ſodear arate. And (fo he reſvlued to remain 64; | 


eternal ſaluation to be bad : ani that thoſe to 
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|_ _ very much affected deuoted, and obedient to 
=. 7: the holy Pope Sylucſter , by whoſe means 
f., HS; our Lord had done him ſo ſignal 4 fauor. This 
% Jyu# his devotion was much encreaſed , after +that 
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great dammage and ſcandal of the Catholick 
Church. The holy Biſhop Alexander whole -—— 


Prieſt Arrius was, admoniſhed him , regre* - 31- 


| hended him ; chaſtized him, and finally cx- Decen- 
I, 


ome Yarndpagpeny F-6 5 


Saint Sylueſter , in the preſence of the ſame 
Emperor and of innumerable people , had 
yery hot and ſolemn diſputation with cer- 
tain Prieſts and Scribes of the Jews , who 
blaſphemed Chriſt, and reprehended the Em 
peror , for that be had received the religion of 
4 man , whom his progenitors had crucified. But 


* the holy Pope convinced them, and put them 


to filence , with realons, and teſtimonies of 
the holy Scripture, and wiraclcs, in ſuch ſorte 
that they never more dared to lift vp their 
head, nor conteſt withhim: and Conſtantin 
knew more the truth and ſanity of the 
Criſtian Religion , and began to fauor it 
with cqual munificence and piety, He com: 
manded the Temples of the Pagans to be 
thrown down. He built in Rome , and.in 
many other places, many and vcty ſumptuous 
Churches to the true God,and ho them 
with moſt rich vellels of gold and fliuer,with 
Chalices , Croſles . Patens, Thuribles ; Cru- 
ets, lamps , candleſticks of great price and 


: wnoſt coltly work , and of incſtiwable value. 


He endowed them with rents and moſt rich 
poſſeſſions, for the maintenance of the fa» 
brick and the miniſters of them ; and with 
ſwcet perfumes , wherewithall to incenſe 
the Altars cuery year. And not content with 
all this , he left the City of Rome to Saint 
Sylucfter , and tranſlated the feat of his Em- 
pire to the city of B:$antiam , which after- 
wards from his name was called Conflan- 
tinople , and new Rome. Such was the picty 
of this great Emperor. And although ſome 
do doubt of what. we hauc here recounted, 
yet it is certain, and avericd by many ancient 
and grave authors, | 

But the Catholick Church being in great 
peace, and our holy religion flouriſhing and 
propagating itſelf into many and divers parts 
of the world , by the ſanity and vigilancy 
of our holy Biſhop Sylucſter, and by the libe- 
tality and” devotion of the Empetor Con- 
antin ; the devil on the other ſide moleſted 
and troubled it, ſending out of hell a great 
and peruers miniſter of his, called «Arrizs, to 
ſow colkle amongſt the good wheat , and to 
infe& it with new and ſenfles errors and 
herefies. Arrius was 4 Pricit of Alexandria 
In Egypt, ati ambitious , prowd, and vain 
tar! , who pretending to be Biſhop of that 
city, and ſeing that he could not obtain what 
he deſired, be began to teach new duQtin, 
andto blaſphetne Chriſt our Redeemer , ſay» 
Ing, that he vas not conſubſlantial and equal 
in all things With bis fath:r ; and decciued 


the people , making dilciples, who beld him | 


for their maier , ard followed bim, to the 
Tom, 25 


_— OY 
Ar 
A 


— 


communicated him, and ſeparated him from ;***" 


the congregation of the taithfyll. But the 


deuill had now got ſuch poſſeſſion of him, . 


and:the wound was ſo rovted and feſtereg 


| in his ſoul , that no medicin was ſufficient 


to cute it , but it went on ſpreading , and 

infeing cuery day more and more : and 

out of that litle ſpark , which had begun in 

Alexandria , was raiſed ſuch a horrible and 

dreadfull lame , that it almoſt ſct on tire the 
whole world. To quenchit, it wasneceilary 
to make many Councils and Synods ot holy 

P.clates; andof learned and prudent men, to 
c{tabliſh the Catholick taith , and to defend 

it againſt the falfitys of the bereticks. The 

firſt and cheifeſt and moſt renowned ot theſe 

Countils was celebrated ar Nice, 4 litle city 

of the prouince of Bitbynia : in which by 

the authority of our Pope Saint Syluetter,and 
by coniwand of the Emperor Conſtantin , 
were aſſembled three hundred and eighteen 
Biſhops : amongſt which there weie many 
very boly and famous men , who had ſuftc- 
red grcat torments tor Chriſt. In it did pre- 
fide as Legat of the ſea Apoſtolick Hifiur Bi- 
ſhop of Cordoua. Jn this holy Council it was 
determined that the Father and the jot are of 
one and the ſame ſubſtance, and Arrius and his 
tollowers were condemned. Hence alſo came 
the Crecd which begins : Credo i# vnum De+ 
#m : certain words being added to the Creed 
of the Apoſtles for its further ex +lication,and 
tor the greater ſecurity of thef.ititull, and to 

confound the heteticks. The Eaiperor Cons 
ſtantin waspreſent at this Council, and gaue 
great example to all Princes dt munificence; 
modeſty; deyotion, and of the reſpc& and o+« 
bedtence which they ought to have ro Eccles 
haſtical perlons , and to the Dectees of the 
Church.Of munificence; for that he com:nan«+ 
dedto be giuen to manyBiſhops what was 
neceflary tor their journey. Ot modeſty, tor 
that he would nothit in the Council but after 
all the Biſbops; and with their leaue,, and-in 
a low ſcat, Of d. yotion, tour that with great 
tendernes he k {iq the eyes ; or rather the 
pits where the cycs had been, of ſome Biſhops 
that were there, who had had them pulled out 
for Chriſt. Ot reſpe, for that hauing had 
many bills given him againſt the Biſhops , he 

burat them all , retuling ſo much as to read 

them , faying that they Were judges appointed 
by God and that they were not to be judged by 


ſecuiar: but to judge enery body. Arig tc added, 


that if he 1huuld Jee 4 Prieſt commit 4 fault, 
h: would coner bim with bis Jmperial mantle, 
toat others might not be ſcandaixed by his 
example, Finally be gave example of obedi- 

| kk ence, 
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ence , for that he embraced with 4 harty will 
and devotion the decreesof that holy Coun- 
cil zand commanded them to 'be kept, as the 
decrees and determinations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which he obeyed , and tauored with his au- 
thority , tbat they-might be received and 0- 
beyed by all the faithfull. For the confhirma» 
tion of them did not belong tothe Emperor, 
but to the ſupreme Biſhop , and Uicar of 
Chriſt: to whom thc-ſame Countil ſent them, 
beſeeching him, thathe would confirm them, 
and the holy Pope did fo,aflembling in Rome 
another Council oftwo hundred cighty four 
Biſhops: and they all with one common eon- 
ſent and judgement condemned a new the 
Arch-herctck Arrius and all his followers : 
and approued- and confirmed all that which 
had been done by the three hundred and cigh+ 


- teen Biſhops of Nice. 


The Council ot Nice wasceltbrated in the 
year three hundred twenty hue , and it was 
the tuſt Oecumenical and vniuerſal Council 
v hich aſter that of the Apoſtles was cclebra- 
ted in the Catholick Church : and our Lord 
aſſiſted it with his holy ſpirit ,that-it might 
determin. that which we ought to believe in 
an article of ſuch importar.ce,and which is the 
toundation of Chriſtian xeligion , and wight 
condemn thoſe who did impugn it , and by 
thcir Ca'knes went about to obſcure it;More- 
over, Go fauored that holy aflembly with 
ccitain wonderful] things which bappencd 
in it ; of which 1 will here only recount two. 
One of them Ruftnus and Sozomenus do 
rclate in this manner. Vpon the fame of the 
Biſhops: and learned men who came to the 
Council; there recurred thither alſo out of 
divers Provinces many Philoſophers and wiſe 
Pagans: either to ice that ſenate of holy Pre» 
lates, and. Theater of the world, orclstodiſ- 
pute with the Chriſtians ,' and to vie argu- 
ments with them , and to hear the xeaſons 
which they gauc for their Religion. Amongſt 
others there came a very acute Philoſopher , 
anJ2 great diſputer: who having centred into 
diſpute with certain holy and learned Bi- 
ſhops, could not be convinced by them by 
realon of the great acutenes and quicknes of 
bis wit. A boly Biſhop calied Spirzdion , one 
more verſed in bewailing his fins , then in 
turning over books ; & better furniſhed with 
diuin then human knowledge; having licen- 
ce to ſpeak to the Philoſopher, told him in 
few words the ſumm of that which we Chri- 
ſtians do believe , and a:ked him Whether be 
beliexed it , without viing any other argu- 
wents or reaſons. The Philoſopher was fo 
aſtoniſhed at that only ſo ſimple and fo 
plain an interrogation , that he anſwered 
immediately , that he 1d beliewe it :and gave 
bim thanks for having ſo convinced , and 
tavughthim : and turning hiaſclf tothe other 


Fathers and learned tnen that were preſent, 


God ſpuke by the mouth of his ſeruant myo; 
could not reſiſt the vertue of God nor could man 
do otherWviſe then acknovlenge bis own Weaknes 
and yeeld op himſelf wnto bim. And with this 
be made himſelta Chriſtian ,to the admira. 


being ouercom he became Vitor, The other 
thing is writien by Gregory Prieſt in an org- 
tion of the great Council of Nice , and by 
Nicephorus Calixtus , and they fay : that dys 
ring the ſeſſion of the holy Council , two 
of the Biſhops there aſſembled died , who 
were called Chry/anthus anJ Mnſonins : 
and that the Council being ended, the other 
holy Prelates tock the decrees which they had 
made , and figned and put them in the tomb 
the two Biſhops and ſealed it vp,& continued 


that he would confirm that which they had 
determined by the ſubſcription « f thoſe two 
holy Prelates now dead , that were there, Ja 
the morning opening the ſepulcher , they 
found the decrees ſigned with the hand > 


thus and Muſjonius , who Were of the ſame jud- 
gement With all the Fathers that Were aſſembled 
together in the firſt and holy Oecumenical Coun« 
at although now dead, baue ſubſcribed this pas 
per With our own proper hands. This thelc Au- 
thors (ay , and I hauc thought good to inſert 
it here , as being 4 rare thing , and having 
happened in the Council of Nice , which was 
celcbrated by the Order of Saint Sylucſtcr, 
whoſe life we write. Althongh the Church 
of God ſtands not in need of ſuch like mira» 
cles to cſtabliſh her faith, having otber more 
ſure and cettain teſtimonies. By this light of 
the Nicene Copacil the datk miſts of the he- 
reticks were ſcattered : and although they 
were not quite convinced , yet they were for 
the preſent repreſſed and out of fear grew to 
be more calm, But afterwards this peſtilence 
morediſcouered itſc|f,and got greater forces, 
& more troubled the Catholick Church then 
any other perſecution of the precedent tys 
rants, who ſhed ſo much Chriſtian blood.But 
as long asthe Emperor Conſtantin lived, the 
Church enjoyed much peace , and by weans 
hereof the holy Pope Sylueſter was able to 
attend tothe vniuerſal goucrnment ofit, and 
he did many things of great profit and viility, 
ſbewing himſelf in all a boly , provident, and 
vigilant Paſtor, He builta Church, which was 
called the title of Equitins, and adorned it 
with many curious piftures and images: wht- 
r= the Saint himfelf atterwards was buried 
Conſtantin the Emperor entiched it with 
man} 


| tion of all, giving thanks to our Lerd , that. 


all that night in praicr , beſceching our Lord, 


the two Biſhops in theſe words : vs Chryſave 


he ſaid vnto them: Hear me. When with hurd: 11. © 
you diſputed With me 1 anſwered thoſe word; Faw © 
with otber words ,and that Which Was [aid with Mt" | 
art ,F deſiroyed Nth art ;but When the vertue of | 
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many gifts; and in it afterwards Pope Sergius 
the yonger put vnder the High Altar the bo- 
dy of the ſame Saint Sylueſter Pope. Amongſt 
the other laudable things which the holy 
Pope did , one Was, that he baptized Romana 
the daughter of Calphurnius Prefect of Ro- 
me , a very noble man , and taught her to 
keep perpetual Virginity : and ſhe became fo 
perfect , that ſhe lead 4 heavenly lite , and 
wrought many miracles,and the Roman Mar- 
tyrologe makes mention of her vpoa the five 
and twentith of February, We haue many 
wholſom ſtatutes of Saint Sylucſters : which 
are to be (ſeen in the Decrees, andin the Ro- 
man Council celcbrated in his time. The 
truth is, that forme ate attiibuted to Saint Syl- 
veſter which arc none of his ; for example , 


that the Biskop should make Chryſm , which | 


was ſo practiſed before Saint Sylueſter : as is 
manifeſt out of Saint Denys the Arcopagite, 
and other holy and ancient Fathers. And alſo 
that the daics of the week ſhould be called 
Feria's, and not by the names of the Planets, 
as the Heathens called, and we do lb calf 
them in Spain : for the calling of theſe gaigy 
Feria' s, was an ancient cuſtom, angreceiged 
in the Church betore Saint Sykyefter ; as is t@ 
be ſeen in Tertullian. lt may be thayS.Sylueſter 
made i decree , that'that ſhoyld he-abſeracd.. 
which was obſcrued befoxe » and that for 
this, that which he confirmed ang comman- 
ded to be obſerued,, was atttibutedto bim as 


the author ot it, Some alfo ſay that ke took-þ 


away the faſt of Saturday , whieh was wont 
to be kept in Rome : but this Cardinal Baro- 
nius afficmes to be fals -Þ / ' © 

Gelaſiys Pope approued the ARts of S. Syl- 
veſter , and ſaics , that althowgh »be autbar of 
them Were not known , they were Yank inbe read 
in many Churches of Rome , a4. that other 
Churches imitated them berein, Ag ape As 
drian, in an Epiſtle which he-wtit to Charles 


the Great allcadges this book asauthentical, | 


| and worthy of Faith. The truth is, that Car- 
dinal Baronivs faics, thit thoſe which arc to 


pure, but added vnto , and depraued 

Saint Sylueſier is wont to be painted with 
d dragon wrapped about his feet, becauſe he 
Killed a dragon at Rome that inte&ed the air, 
and killed many people with his breath. This 
many authors do affirm , and amongſt them 
Venantius Fortunatus, Biſhop ot Poigi:rs, 
an eloquent man ,and a tamous Poet ( who 
Houriſhed aboue 4 thouland years ago ) and 
Mctaphraſtes , and Cedrenus , and otic 
Greeks, and Latins, In fine our holy Poe 
having governed the Church ot our Lord als 
moſt two and twenty years , and having at 
fix times which he gaue O:ders in the month 
of December, ordained foity and two Prieſts, 
hue and twenty Deacons , and thieeſcore and 
fue Biſhops, according to the retormed Be 
uiary of his Holineſs Clement the eighth 
(although others ſay that the Deacons were 
tayenty {1x ) loaded with years and merits, he 


i 


, 
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ave vp his ſoul to his Creator vpon the one 
= Aatich of December , in the year three 


\ Copmutere of Pxilcilla, in the way falaria three 
a from Rome; _ Sylueſter left-a moſt 
| gloziaus memory and great fame of himlelt, 
Br his adqurable life , adorned with fo many 
and fych exccllent vertucs, and for baviog 
| conugrted 230d baptizcd the Einperor Con+ 
anti}, and for that the Church of our Lord 
in his tie obtained peace, and that greatnes 
and Majeſty , which was deriucd to other 
| Taucceeding Popes : whereby they haue been 
able to refilt Infidels , to repreſs Hereticks , 
| and to oppoſe diſobedient and vnquict 
Princes; Of Saint Sylueſter do write all the 
| Martyrologes, and the Authors of the Eccle- 
 Gaſtical-Hiſtory , and thoſe who write the 
| liges of Popes, ancicat and modcrn, | 


FINIS- 


DEO, ET SACRATISSIME VIRGINI MARIA; 
Er omnibus Sanflis honor & gloria. | 


\ bundss thixty five, and was bucicd in the 
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GENTLE READER BEE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE 
that theſe two lines came to our hands after the booke was finished. 


THE LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS SALES, 
BISHOP OF GENEVA. ; 


COA ng i onnas, both of them coming from twoof the 
I Aint Gregory the Great in an Epi- | aolt ancient houſes of Sauoye, and fingular 
q 


+*2x=& ſileto S, Leander Biſhop of Sevill | for neuer having beene.tainted with hereſy, 
(peaking of Holy Scripture ,com- | which notwithitandng had infe&ted moſt of 
| Þares it to 4 river both deepeand | that Province. Ja particular, his mother was 
fallow : ſo ſhallow thata lambe , as litle as | a patterne of all vertue ; of whom the dircc- 
hee is, may find ground to'walke , without | tour of het conſcience,who had heard her ge- 
being obliged to {wimme ; andſodeepe, that | nerall confeſſion ; gaue this teſtimony , that 
ancle pbant, as great as hee is , may haue was | ſhee never had committed mortall finne. + 
tet enough to ſwimme without being obli- | This happy woman then ,on a thurſday the 
o'd to walke , gluing vsto vnderſtand that, | one ahd twentieth of Auguſt, the, yeare one 
as for Holy Scriptute , there is none ſo poo- | thouſand fiue hundred lixty ſeaven, ,betwixt 
re a ſcholler, who may not. find in it, ſo- | nine and ten of the clock at. night , wag 
mething within his reach , and none fo great | brought ta bed of our Saint , lying in, inthe 
a Doftour, who ſhall yot find many things | Caſtle of Salcs,in a chamber called S. Francis 
above his reach; in quo 77” agnus ambulet (7* | his chamber ; by reaſon ofan old pifture of 
tlephas natet, they are his words. What thiffffghaint Francis of Afſiſhum which had beene 
great Saint and light oftheChurch ſayd oft >d 
ſe ſacred volumes , may moſt truely bee ſai ady had 4 particular deyotion ; as had this 
of thi lite of this renowned Prelat ofour later ! her ſonne after her , who was alſo called 
days Saint Francis Sales , to wit, that his life | Francis in Baptiſme. oF OS. 
is 4 patterne for the moſt vnlcarned , and |  Godit ſecmes tooke 2 particular care both 
an inſtrufion for the moſt legrned;in which | of che ſonne, and mother , both of them ha- 
the ſimpleſt may find what w pradtiſe , and, | ting beene, in danſfet of their lives; ſhee as 
the wiſcſt whatto admire ; tha it is a rodell, | being brou tro bed with extreme paine in. 
which the moſt impeife& ſecular, man , may, | her eaventh month; and he as being borae. 
not deſpaire to imitate , and the moſt ork two months before his time and of ſo ay 
and contemplative,cither Religious, or Prelats | 4 complexio Lfbathy way farced all the fir 
may not diſdaine to follow , in fine 4 life in yeare of his i E, to be. wrapped in oY . 
which 4 lamibe may walke, and, an clephant | All which. ptoaidence perhaps was an. effe&t 
ſwimme , as containing init , vertues proper. | of the ferucat prayer. and trares, Wir which 
to all ſorts of men, the holy Church ir: the | before the holy findon of ogrLord, ſhee had 
office giuing him this. large encomium om+ | offered t is child, yet Rill in her wombe,, vn- 
nibus omnia fatlum eſſe, that hee was madeall | to Almighty God ; begging of him,to beſtow 
fo all. OL, 12.5 1.  ...4:+ 4 | bis graces and benediions, in aboundance 
One thing cannot chooſe but be a great | ON Is > ms IRS eto £01 
fatsfafion to the Reader, that it is written 7 No ſooner was hee come to the vic of gd 
by a perſon beyond all exception, the Reue- | ſon, but hee appeared, both in his words : 
rend Father John of Saint Francis, 3 Religi- aions,to bee of 4 ſweet and docile nature , 
ous man of the Congregation of Feuillens, | and of 2 gieat inclination; to vertue; which 
and Generall of the Congregation,and one, | made his pareqts take bis education ſo much 
who affirmsnothing but what he had cither the moreto cart , infamuch that they woul l 
by tamiliar treating with himhimſelfe, or fe | not let, any. gng, come ni h bio , o! whom 
ccaued from the atteftations of perſons of | hee might heare. ary leſſe | eſceming word, 
eminent worth and quality , or tooke out of | but on the contrary, the \themſclucs endeas 
his writings cither publiſhed, or not yet come | youred by pious dileoytles, tocſtabliſhin him 
to light, of which he ſayeth hee hath peruſd | 2 love, of yegtue,, and 7 deteſtatign of vice, 
a preat nywber , and in fine who ſet forth | In particulasthey did inſtill info him ſuch at 
this life inthe yeare 1624. within two yeares | cltceme of ſpeaking truth , that he would 
after the ſaint dyed.'Out of this author then | expoſe himſelfe to any corre&ion rather , 
is taken whatſocuer is heere'ſet' downe ,and | then tell a lye 3 in ſomuch that being hot 
that withi ſuch fidelity , that if any thing be | yer entirely-fix yegies of age , and having, 
taken elſe where , it ſtall be ſignifyed' and | taken 4 icrkin., from 4 Carpenter 5 whg 
the booke cited. His lite then abridgedout of | working for bis father \ bad leſt it on the 
this author is, as followeth. | ground,andbeing asked ,abour it , confelled 
5. Francis Sales was borne in Savoye ; his | ingenuouſly what hee had done , w hout 
Father Francis'Sales , his mother , Frances Si- |-cucr exculing or mincing + am , td bes 
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long time there, to which Saint this good. 
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Saint Francis of Sales, Bishop of Geneua, 


ing corrcfted for it, ( although more gently |for as a domeſtick for his , aſſiſting for his 
then he would bauc beene had he denyed it) | wages, but as his miſter, and 2 perſon whom 
he did ſoamend, that bee did not only never | his father had commanded him to reſpe& ang 
from that tice take any thing,not ſo much as | obey; and ſeeing, in his perſon he acknoy led. 


fruit , without leave , but cuer after , kept 
that ingenuous candour of acknowledging 
his faults, vpon occaſion, 

One thing is very remarkable in the edu- 
cation which his diſcrcet parens did afford 
him; that they did not only order his ations, 
employments and recreations, orthe like, ac- 
cording to the rule of vertue , as hindering 
bim particularly , from gaming,and modera- 
ting all exceſle in other his divertifements, but 
alſo made him vnderſtand the grounds and 
motiues why they did ſo, wnd* the reaſons 
of what they requited at his hands ; fo that 


| thoſe good babits which he bad, were not 


onely got by cuſtome , but rooted in him by 


reaſon and iudgement, knowing vpon what 


ſcore he vndeitooke or left any thing , aad 
vpon what ground heeembtaced or ſhun'd it; 


contrary to what children are wont to doe ,j 
who doing many titnes yertuous actions, mas 


tcrially, as Imay ſay, and vpon cuſtome areas 
eaſily drawne from veitue when the occation 
preſenteth it ſelfc , as thee were ſlightly and 
ſuperficially applyed vanto it; which is the 
pround of all vnconſtangy in yong people , 
Et of thoſe ſtrange changes which are daily 
ſcene of vertaous youths , into vicious men. 
This education ioyhed with a docile plyable 
nature, made him encreaſe in vertue and ma» 
turity abouc his age,which although it cauſed 
him to bec exceedingly reſpetted by others, 
notwithſtanding}, he never tooke occafion 
thence to be vnruly or inſoleht but was the 
more ſwcet and affable ,and aboucall, infini- 
tely humble and obedicnt to his father and 
mother. | : 
Thus bred vp, as ſoone as he was ofan age 
fit for learning, they ſent him to the Colledge 
of Anneſſi, There our yong ſcholter gave gre- 
at tokens of his wit , learning withan admi- 
fable facility , never ſhewing himſclfe enhet 
tired with his Ic{ſons , or impatient towards 
his maſters, or froward towards his compani- 
ons, but with an <xceſſive goodneflc of natu- 
re bore with their 1iwpertinencyes, and com- 
pþaſſionaring their faults,tooke often himſclfc 
the pennance due vntothem , expoſing bim- 


ſelſe to be chaſtized,cuen by the rod for them. 


So did this litle ſoule begin to imitate the in- 
nocent lambe of GoJ,who tooke the finnes 
of men vpon his owne ſhoulders. 

' Having learned what could be got in that 
Colledge, his parents ſent him to Paris , to 
perfe& himſelte in that vniueiſity in thoſe 
iciences which they deſigned him for , and 
there allowed him atutour to live with bim, 
for his direion and inſtrufion : whom no- 
twithſtanding the Saint did not looke vpon 


ged that marke which God bath imprinted 
of his power , on all thoſe whom he puts in 
authority, he eſteemed it a great infidelity to 
God , to doc any thing,not only againſt, but 
without his order, infomvch, that although 
he was then fo big as to weare a ſword : yet 
he would not Rirre out of his chamber, with« 
out his leave, afid carryed himfelfe with ſuch 
reſpe@ and todeſty towards him , that he 
never gaue him occaſion of anger,and never 
receaucd any correction from him , but once 
a box on the care , and that for being ſome- 
what vrgent with him,to patdon a fault which 
ſome body of the houſe had committed. Being 
[then at Paris hemade choice of the Colledge 
of Clermont for his ſtudyes; by reaſon of the 
good diſcipline maintaind there by the Fa- 
thers of the Society of leſus, of whom he got 
th learning and vertue, Wherfore ſetting all 
er things aſide he applyed himſelſe wholly 
o his ſtudyes, in which he madc great pro- 
preſſe, fo as to bee alwayes of the primeran- 
kes among his ſchoole fellowes , who did 
conſtantly both teſpe& and love him, by rca- 
ſon of his ſweet and graue,and yet not affec- 
ted —_— His parents deſtined him forthe 
law ( but God infenlibly d:.awing him to his 
ſeruice ) hee found himſelfe to incline to Dis 
uinity; whence it came that he tooke4 ſingy- 
lar content In frequenting the Sorbonne,and 
went,as often as he could, to heare the leats 
ned Maldonat and Genebrardus, laying there, 
the grounds of that profound divinity,which 
was his ſtudy and entertainment all his life af- 
 ter:in the meanc time, his exteriour was ſuch, 
that he did not only fort himſelfe with the 
beſt companies, but ſo carryed himſelfe, that 
cucn walking in the ſtreets he was with ad- 
miration taken notice of, for his modeſt com» 
portment and the vertue which they cſtecmed 
in him.But his exteriour although adinirable, 
Was bug comparable to his interiour,and 
to what palled in the ſecret of his heart, bets 
wixthim and God; and how much ſocues 
he profitedin learning , yet in vertue he ad- 
vanced much more , in which ſchoole the 
Holy Ghoſt is maſter , by whoſe vnRion 
he learned much more then by the inſtru* 
Qion of men; giving himſelfe to meditation, 
as yong as he was , and often lifting vp 
his heart to God with 1aculatory aſpirations 
by afts of loue, whilſt in the meane time he 
perceaued God by holy inſpirations to ſpeake 
to him , with whom he cndeauoured , with 
all fidelity to correſpond, 

It pleaſed his divine maicſty, who defigned 
him, to bee one day, 2 great maſter of ſpitit, 


|to permitt him, cuen in theſe begignings, to 
be 
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be ſet vpon by the common ennemy of man- | when being innocently engaged in ſome bad 
kind as followeth, The Angell of darkneſle company, by the diveliiſh plotof ſome of his 

; Companions ; and being left alone , and ſet 
vpon, by a brazen + fac'd cout.ſane, he re+ 
lolurely in dereſtation of her foule impu- 
dence, ſpittin her face ; which turnd her 


firſt caſt a great obſcurity into his vaderſtan- 
ding; then a thought no lefſe dangerous then 
troubicſome; to witt to incline to thaike that 
he ſhould be damned, and this', grounded y- 
pon the ſmall number of the cle&, andthe 
difficulty that there is to bee faued, 

This fo tormented and afflicted him , that 
at length it wrought vpon his body, which 
by this meanes, was oucrtunneby 4 taundis, 
which fo ſpread it ſelfe,thathis face naturally 
white and ruddy , became as yellow as any 
ſaffren , and he him ſelfe by 4 deepe melan- 
choly brought into 3 moſt ſad condition , in 
body and ſoule. But God peimitted this for 
his triall, and would have him owe his cure 
to the Bleſſed Uirgin , and therfore inſpired 
him to wake his applications to her , which 
hee did in a moſt feruent matrner,in a Church 
not farre from his lodging ; before 4 picture 
of hers, where he loone found the effeR of his 
prayer, for preſently he ſecmedto feele, as it 
were, the ſcurfe or ſeabb of a leproſy to fall 
from him, inimediatcly his iaundis and darke 
obſcurityes vaniſhing,the one from the body, 
the other from the ſoule; and this before he 
zoſc from the place where hee had prayed. _ 

Having ended his humanity , and Philoſo- 
phy, he returned home, and fromthenee was 
feat by his father to the vniderſity of Padua, 
there to ſtudy the law. Heere percciuing him» 
ſelfe to enter into a worldly kind of life; and 
ſote-ſecing the dangers as well of our corrup- 
ted fiature , as of his yongape , and bad com- 
pany beſides (all which like a torrent, might 
catry him away ; it be looked not well to it, 
ifito 4 life farre differnt from the purity of 


body and ſoule which he pretended ) he zc-. 


{olued to arme himſelfe againſt all; which hee 
did firſt making choice of a direQour , cmi- 
nent both in vertuc and learning Father An» 
tony Poſſevinus of the Society of Itsvs, vnto 
Whoorhe yeeldcd vp the whole and abſolute 
goucrnment of his ſoule, to be dire&ed and 
and guided by his counſailes afd adaice;then 
by the frequent vie of the booke, called the 
Tirituall combat, to bee inſtrufted how to 
fight with His paſſions , laſtly ſetting vpon 
Ecttaine'rvles and purpoſes which hee reſo- 
1v'd vpon, proper to his preſent ſtare,exaing 
of hirnſelfe 4 rigorous performance ot them; 
hid that he might not through forgetfullneſle, 
or the like,relent, writing them downe with 
His owne hand;and thusotten peruſing them, 
that he might not omitt to put them in prac- 


Thos armed he ended happily his courſe 

of the law at Padoa , without the detriment 
} the purity cither of his body or ſoule ; and 
Vicly he tcftifyed the great loue and eſteeme 
hehad in particular of the vertue of chaſtity ; 


intoluch a rage , that it was caſy for him to 
eſcape out of her hands ; though followed 


her paſton and fury. Nor was his humility, or 
chatity,or both,lefle then his chaſtity , when 
being dangerouſly ficke and asked what he 
would baue done with his body after his de- 
ath?he anfwered,be would haue it ſerue for to 
make an anatomy for the ſurgeons and ſchol- 
lers in Phyſick to hinder murthers, and other 
inconueniences which did arile trom the ta- 
king dead bodycs out of their g1aucs for that 
cnd. 

Thus, ſpending his time cither in ſtudy or 
prayer, hee ended,as wee ſayd, his courſe and 
that ſo happily, as at the foure and twentieth 
yeare of his age ,to bee graduated DoQtour 
of the law , which after a rigorous examen, 
was performed in the yeare 1591. thefitth of 
September , with the great applauſe»both of 
| Dottours and (chollexs. This done, our Saint 
| deſirous to give thanks roAlmighty God, noe 


| ſoſmuch,for having got much learning, asfor. 


having maintain'd his vertue vnſpotted and 
vndefiled in ſomany occafions, reſolues with 
his fathers leauc to poe to Loretto , and then» 
' cetoRome. i... :: ,. be 
|+ Jn the vndertaking of this journey: the 
Saint had an occafion given him to cxperien« 
ce the goodneſſe of Almighty God towards 
- him, who as before he had preſerud his foule, 
ſo now protefted his body,that from A (picitu» 
all, this from 4 corporall death : for wheras 
he had bargaind for a place in 4 veſlell, which 


' was bound for thoſe parts and even given 

' mony in hand,God permitted that 4 Neapoli- 
| tane Lady of quality, which had hiredittor hee 
| owne trsine only, ſhould be (o, cither con- 
| ſtant , or obſtinate.in her reſolution , as not 


to adwit of any fingle perſon beſides , by 
which our Saint was torced to bee excluded, 
but with what ptonidence you may now fee, 
for aſter ſoine times (ailing, a tempeſt ariſing, 
not only was the ſhip caft away , but all that 
was in it periſhed ; yet this did not hinder. 


"which in A ſhort time brought him bappily to 
Ancona , from whence he went by land to 


our Lord; with what devotion , is calyer to 


'mility would permitt him to declare it vato 
vs, who only knows what paſt there bet- 
| wixt God and himſelfe, From thence he paſ- 
ſed to Rome , whence having vifited with 


view 


by aany an injurious contumely, cfteRs of 


him frops ſetting to ſea, in another veſlcll. 


Loicio , where he viſited the holy houſe of 


gveſſe then explicate , vnleiſe the Saint's bu, 


fiogular piety the holy places and taken # 
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view of ſuch things a# might become a perſon 
of his ranke to know , he returned home to 
his parents, who were oucrioyed to ſee their 
ſonne ,in all reſpe& ſo improoued , and com- 
pleat as they found him. | 

They deligned bim for the world, that is,to 
ſeruc his Prince in the ſecular ſtate of a lay- 
man,but God had a higher defigne vpon him, 
and reſerued him for himſelfe,as it did ſeeme 
to be forctold , by that holy man Granerivs 
then Biſhop of Geneua, who bauing diſcour- 
ſed with our Saint;that was come to viſit him, 
and perceived in his words and a&ions and 
his whole carriage,ſome thing abone the com- 
won ſtraine of men , was fo taken with his 
diſcourſe, and that ſweet gravity , and grave 
ſyectneſle of bis, that after be was gone, tur- 
ning to thoſe who were preſent, Behold, ſayth 
hee , my ſucceſſour ; which afterwards did in- 
deed proue true , although there was litle ap- 
pearance of it then. But who can can crofle 
God's defignes? | 

Being then returned home , and being his 

fathers eldeſt ſonne, and 4 perſon fo well qua- 
lifyed in all aſpects, divers dealt to haue him 
for their ſonne in law , and bis parents har- 
kening to ſach motions,preſied him to marty; 
but he ſhunned all that as much as poſſible he 


could , and found means, by little and little to | 


breake off the treating of marriage, fo contra» 
ry to his deſtgnes. For he perceaued himſclfe to 
bee interiourly moued by the Holy. Ghoſt, to 
confecrate himſclfe to God in an Ecclefhaſti- 
call life ; and therfore communicateth the 
matter with 2 Coſen german of his, a Canon, 
who much approucd of his intentions, and 
there then being vacant the Preuoſty of the 
Cathedrall of Geneva, dealt rhe buſineſſe ſo 
dextrouſly , that , this dignity , though the 
very next to the Biſhop, was conferred vpon 
him , diſpatches and all other things done to 
his band, without his cuer ſo much as know- 
ing of it. This happineſlc he receaued as from 
the hand of God , not ſo much regarding the 


dignity , as 4 worldly honour ; asthat it was | 
a handſome pretence to bring about his in- | 


tentions of being Prieſt, withthe good will 
of his father , whoſe conſent he moſt feared, 
and  acquainting his mother firſt with the 
bufineſſe; finally ſo wrought vpon them both, 
that , although with teares, yetnotwithſtan- 
ding they did chooſe rather to ſubmitt to 
Gods call , then to proſecute any further their 
owne delignes. 

His parents then giuing way to hisdefires, 
he takes holy Orders, and being only Deacon 
began to preach vnto ithe people , and toper- 
forme the fun&ion proper to that degree of 
theChurch. This he did with ſuch ſucceile,that 
wheras he treated one of the hardeſt points 
controuerted betwixt Catholikes and hereti- 
kes, he notwithſtanding fo performed it, and 


did ſo,not only prooue, but perſwade what he 


layd, that as ſome were altogeather confirmd 
in the belicfe of the Church,ſo others Powers 
fully incited to embrace it, 

Being made Prieſt, his zeale began toens 
creaſe;and that fire which burned in his owns 
vreaſt, to ſet otherson fire too. He erefted 4 
Contraternity ot perſons, by whoſe mezries 
t.13 incredible , how many good wor kes wes 
re done: for befidescxteriour pradtifes of deuy: 
tion common to them all ,' their chiefe end 
was,to entertaine mvtuall lone and concore, 
and to reconcile all differences, by timely coaj: 
poſing them before they grew to an inuetes 
rate hatred , which is almoſt irreconcilia« 
ble, inhine bisaime was, that theſe ſhould bee 
like the diſciples ot Chriſt ; one heart and 
one ſoule, $5 2 

Nor did his learning appeare lefle then his 
| vertge ; when trequently he prefided 1n py- 
 blike diſputations of Divinity , in which he 
gauc remarkable proofes of his profound 
knowledge, In i word he was ſo eminent in 
vertue and learning both;that he was vniuer- 
ſally by all;held to bethe prime man of the 
Clergy, aud wanted not, any thing which 
the Sacred Canons of the Church require, in 
a man of his ranke ; which is not little., 

At this time the Duke of Sauoye thinking 
of reducing the tenitories of Chablais Gail- 
lard and Ternier lying vpon Geneua, tothe 
Catholike Church; ſcat voto Granerius the 
Biſhop to prouide ſome perſon , who might 
take ſo great an enterpriſe in hand,and come 
off with tucceſſc. The Biſhop well Knowing 
that to deale with theſe beretikes required 
one endowed almoſt with all forts of talents, 
as well natvrall,as ſupernaturall;ſolid learning 
in Divinity ,and patticularly controuerly, zeale 
of ſoules, courage to goe thorough with diflie 
cultyes, affability to'gaine them, patience to 


 beare with them, and infine an exemplar lite 


to edify them ; calts his eyes on our Saint, as3 
perfon in whom all theſe qualitycs were 
fonnd, and as 4 man made for the purpoſe. 
He propoſeth therfore the bufincſle vato him; 
and exhorts him to vndertake it, The Saint 
although he did forc-ſce. very well the difh- 
cultyes which he ſhould meet with all, and 
how much pains and labour it would coſt 
him ; notwithſtanding , without any regard 
to his owne caſe, or commodity or intercſt; 
but onely caſting his eyes vpon the promo» 
ting Gods glory , and tendring obedience to 
his Paſtour , immediately giues anſwer, that 
he had nothing to ſay to his commands , but 
onely iz verbo two laxaborete; and therupon, 
taking his blefling, ſets vpon that worke with 
all coutage and alacrity imaginable ; and ta- 
kes for his companion and aſſiſtant in this 
great worke, one Lewis Sales a Colen-gets 


| man of his. 


Heere 
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1 —  Feere you would admire the zeale and 
1 :29- conſtant patience ofthe Saint , for wheras he 
118YA” had not for his auditory, fora good while, a- 

t!. houccight or nine perſons,yct he preached to 


hee continued to doe vatill bis dying day. © ﬀ _. 
Having ſpent a yeart in this Apoſtolicall 29. 

employment, the miniſters of two territories laxva- 

aſſembled togeather ., and ſeeing how their **- 


-afteps... +; 


theſe with the ſame care, preparation and aſſi- 
duity, as it hee had had agreat concourſe , nor 
did this alitle promote. his defigne; for thoſe 
ſew perſons hee preached vnto, were fo. much 
the more taken. with him , by how much they 
ſaw it was a t:uc affcQion to them,. and a 
true defice of the good of. their foules, which 
made this great perſon take ſo much paines. 
So that heing extremely attentive to all his 


inſtruRions, as well ia point of doctine , as 


managers ,they carryed away what he fayd ſo 


well,as to bee able to deliver it to divers after- 


wards relating whatthey bad beard,when oc- 
caſions preſented them(clues and by.thele mea- 
nes,he coming to preach by ſo many mouths, 
as there were perſons. which heard . him. 


One time he had ſo very few, that he had re« 


pugnance to ſpeake , yct- notwithſtanding 


overcoming himſelfc,and ſpeaking of the in- 


vocation ot Saints, he,had this fruit of his la- 
bour , that one of his quditours cawe to bim, 
and told him , that had he,not treatcd the 
watter which he had ; the. niext day, he. bad 
become. a Proteſtant ; but that his fermon.bad 
confirmd him ia the Catholicke beliefe. This 
encouraged, him to goe;, qn as he had begun. 


-Pe,and to predth as welliaafew;as to a great 


many ; Which he alwaycs oblervicd cuet 


.. Now, what he did abt doe by publike ſer- 


mons, he did by priuate conferences,in which 
hee had a-moſt fingular talent ; in fo much 
that laying aſide all. contentious. refutations 
of the errors of his aducrſaryes, andonely 
declaring the plaine truth gf our tenets , hee 
wieſted their grmes out of their hands : with 
ſuch a force. did he imprint the Catbolike 
doArjne almoſt mitaculouſly in their minds, 
and with ſuch a forecaſt did he foreſtall all , 
that they could ſay againlt. bim. And by this 


. judicious king, of procceding proper to him- 
ſelf, it is certaing he converted many thous- | 


ſands of hexetikes tothe Catholike, Church. 


_ $0 that afterwards that learned Prelate ofthe 
- Church; ang ſcourge of hexetikes, Cardinal 
. Perron, bauing, notice given. him of: certaine 
 gentletnen ready $0 becomeCatholikesitchey 


could be fatisfycd in. ſome doubts, , made an- 
ſwer;ifyou will haue them'confounded; you 


- may bring them tome, for thanks bee go God 
I have learning enough t@defend the Catho- 
| like vetity., þut,if you will have them con- 


uerted , carry. them to.the Biſhop of Geneua, 


' for hee. hath reccaucd, thay, particular. gift 
from God, And- indeed it was moſt true; 


for none bad ſuch a faculiy., as be , in work» 


- Ing vpon the minds of men-and bringing 
| Axayed foules vnto the Chujgh of God, whic 


number diminiſhed, by reaton of the induſtry 
of our Saint , enterd into a ſerious conſul. 
tation , how to hinder the progreſſe he made 
inthe gaine of ſoubes, They 1cſolue to chal- 
lenge him to a pubiike conference, confiding 
that he would he frighted,cither at thenoile, 
or the number of them , and fo refuſe to 
rveet thew ; butwhen they ſaw that be, al- 
though but one, accepted it againſt them) all, 
they grew afraid themſclues , and ſought. me+ 
ans to put it oft, which when they ſaw they 
could not doe with any tolerable colour or 
pretext , they without atiy more noiſe went 
their wayes, leaving orders with the miniſter 
ot the place to deliucr their cxtules, if ſo ſha- 
mefull 4 flight could adinitt af any. 

Nor was he leile vigilant in his owne ſpiri- 
tuall good, then he was cateful} in procuring 
the good of others ; and.chertore bad often 
recourſe to Alm. God 1n prayer ,in which 
God -had given him a grrat facility and in 
which his foule was welicd by ihe fire of cha+ 
rity, and .powied forth like 3 little water in 
the preſcnce of his divine maieſty, Witneſſe 
thoſe words which it ſeemes he had forgot to 
blot out written in:a-table booke of his, left 
with bis.brother Domine contine wndas gra® 
tie tae Domine recede 4 me , quia-not poſount 

ſu#inere tne Ag kedinis magnitudinem , vpde 
profterners.me cogor. Which is to ſay Lord flop 
the wages bf thy graces. Lord goe back from me, 
for F am not able.: to ſuſtaine the greatneſ» 
fe of thy ſlvcetneſie '; Wbence I am forc'd 
to proſtrate.my jeife. Thos was he force to 
cry out to,Gad one. morning the fift, of: May 
1595. at three of the clocke ; when he felr 
his, loule cucrwhelm'd in dn. Occan of de- 
light , as he. had noted downe 3 fo libee 
rall was. God, towards his ſeruant , who 
was ſo little ſparing of his labour , for his 
lake. | 10E v EE 7 $-4 
The circvit indeed which-the Saint had to 
labour in, was but little, yet , as little. as.it 
, Was, the fame-of his canuerſions was ſpread 
| farre-and necre , ſo much as to come vnta the 
Popes cares, Clement the cight ; who had 
| ſuch aneſtceme of him , atzd put ſuch caofi» 
dence in his admirable talent of dealing with 
heretikes , that he wrote two Breaves vnto 
him,concerning the reducing ot-Beza to the 
Catholike Chucrch.. Which our Saint attearp» 
red, notwithſtanding all difficulty and dan« 
ger ; but the p6arc man was cithcr to cloſe 
beſieged ,.to hauc many and ſcrious confe- 
 rences about the matter, orelle by the loue of 
A vaine cſtceme and reputation, which he 
bad gott among his ſcQatics, tycd too faſt ,to 
| be wrought vpon, | 


=. Thers 
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- | Three yeares then did the holy man ſpend 

29, In the territory of Chablay , labouring in- 
lanya- Cefſantly in the conucrhon of ſoulcs , with | 

xr. oncly one Companion Lewis Sales the Ca- 
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rick. He had a tender affeRion for him ; by _.. 

reaſon of the ſweetneſſe of his condition 
and carriage , inſomuch that hee ordinarily 7 
call'd him his ſonne, He ſends for bim, and = 


non his Coſen ;Hi: harueſt was great,but did 
not appeare till he had obtained an order 
from his Highnefle the Duke pf Sauoye to 
have the Church of Thonon adornd for Ca» 
tholike ſcruice, and leave for himſelfe to ce- 
lebratc in it boly Maſle , and other Diuine 
offices, which when it was put in cxccution, 
it ſoane appeared, what cenverſions hee had 
wrought. when a multitude of Catholikes, 
before vnknowne for ſuch, declarcd them- 
ſclues , and frequentedthe ſeruices of Catho- 
ke Religion. In fine ſo did the number cn- 
creaſe in a ſmall rime , that -he was faine to 
addrefle himſelfe to the Biſbop his predeceſ- 
ſour, for more helpe ; who procured that 
ſome Capucin fathers ſhould bee ſent, by the 


means of whom and ofthe the Fathers of the 


Socicty of Jeſus, ioind to nis labouts the terrt> 

torycs of Chablay and Ternier did come to be 

conuerted, It was a comfortable fight, to ſee, 
not onely the hcads of familics , but whole 

pariſhes come into Thonon, a towne vpon 

the lake of Geneua , where the firſt Church 

was opend, and there abjure their herehies , 
and make publikc profcſlion of the Cathohi- 
ke Religion. Atlengih it came to that,by the 
labours of our Saint, backe by the zcale of 
the Duke of Sauoye,that wheras before,theſe 
paits did fwarme with Proteſtants, you will 
now ſcarce find one amongſt them. The Du- 
ke had concluded at length, to leave three 
Proteſtant Miniſters in thoſe parts , but the 
zcale of our Saint prevailed z who told him, 
Sir, to-leaue theſe Miniſters m this Conntry 
is to loofe your owne lands, and heauen tooz 


-of which one foot is worth more , then the 


whole world ; they are onely , fayth be, by 


way of a ſupply ,and your Highneſſeis not 


obliged to keepe them there, whereupon the 
Duke order'd they ſhould be gone,and kept 
his relolution inuiolable. 

Thus did the Saint reape a plentiful har- 
veſt, to the joy of his ſoule ; bur wee muſt 
alſo reflet , what paines it coſt him , for in 
theſe three years which hee ſpent in the con- 
ucrſion of foules, in the Dutchy of Chablay, 


- he went alwayes on foot , not 'only in ſurn- 


'mer, but even in winter, vp to the middVFieg 
in ſnow, to ſay Maſſe , and preach in digers 
places of the Prouince ; but his charity, made 
him furmount all labour , and overcome all 


difficolty. 
In the meane time whilſt , our Saint isem- 


without acquainting him with any further 
defigne,tells him he intends to ſend him with 
the Canon Chiſle his nephew to Rome ,to 
tender his obedience to his Holineſle, then 
Pope Clement the eighth ; and repreſent 
the necefſſityes of his Dioceſe , and receave his 
orders for the future , as well for the conver. 
fion of heretikes , as the eſtabliſhment of the 
Catholike Religion, 1n the country gained 
vnto the Church. And this was all the com. 
| miſſion hee gaue to hime But vnto the Canon 
his nephew he declarcs bis pleaſure touching 
the Coadiutourfhip , which he would give 
to his ſonne Francis , as hee cald him, and 
charged him to propoſe this defire and defige 
ne of his vnto his Holinefle, and proſecute 
the bufinefle fo, as to obtaine both his ap- 
probation, and the matter diſpatcht. Thus 
tarniſhed with their orders, they goe to Rome, 
and cach of them deales , according to his 
commiſhon , with his Holineffe z who admit» 
tcd them moſt graciouſly to audience, and 
toooke a fingular content in the converſas 
tion of our Prevoſt, reliſhed the propoſition 
made to him by the Canon, ftom the Biſhop, 
approoued his motiues to deſire a Coadiutor, 
and was content to give Hit the perſot 
whom he preſcnted, | 

It is a cuſtome in the court of Rome, that 


thoſe, who are tobe Biſhops firſt paſſe a rigou» 
| rovis examen of their ability. The Pope 
; who was ancxcellentDivine , ſhewed a wit- 
 lingneſſe to bee himſclfe prefent at it, not ſo 
| much to bee ſatisfyed of his capacity , as for 
| the fſatisfaftion , he: perſwaded himfelfe he 
ſhould reccaue , by being preſent at that 
ation, The day then is appointcd , and the 
Saint, in his way to the examen , ſteps into a 
Church of S. Iames , and there with teares in 
his eycs , beggeth of Almighty God , that if 
he did fore-(ce , that bis being Biſhop would- 
Not bee for his ſervice , and the good of ſou- 
les , that then hee might nor anſwer to the 
| purpoſe , but come off with ſhame and con- 
tefion in preſence of the Pope, This done, 
full of comfort , he goeth ſtreightto the Pa- 
lace , where his Holineſfe was preſent with 
cight Cardinalls , and twenty Archbifhops or 
| Biſhops Generals of Orders, and other Reli- 
gious examiners , an aflembly which would 
have dauntcd any perſon lefle humble , and 
ablethen our Saint , but he , drawing conf 
dence from his owne humility, and the indit- 


__—_— 


ployed in promoting Gods honour', God is | ferency , in,which he was, of the fucceſſc, 
providing a way to honour him , and inſpi» | knecles ouer againft the Pope , who by him- 
reth the good Biſhop of Geneua Grancrivs, } ſelfe or others-propoſed him no leſfe then 
'to make choice of him for his coadiutor at pre- f two and thirty queſtions, with their difficul- 


ſeat , and afterward ſuccefour inthe Biſhop- F tyes,to which he gaue ſuch fatisfaftory folu- 
| tions 
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tions , that the whole company ſtood in ad. 
9 miration of his learning, and withall of the 
ww Gngular modeſty in his comportment. The 
;- Pope not being able to containe himſelfe, gave 


him this commendation;No# habbiams bauuto 
ctanta ſodrifattione ds qualunque babbiamo 
eſſaminato ,that is, wee haue not reccauecd 
{uch fatisfatiof, from any one that wee have 
examined, Then riſing from his ſeat , goes 


 ynto Francis , gives hima kifle of peace and 


congratulation , bathing his checke with 
teares, which an exceſſive ioy is wont todraw 
from perſons of ſuch a goodnefle, as his Holi 
neſſe was ; who gaue him his bleſſiug , ſaying 
thoſe words of Holy ſcripture. Bibe aquam de 
cſfternd tud, et fluenta putei tui : Deriventur 
tontes 1ui forar &t in plateis aquas tuas dinide. 
Yet all this houour did not putf vp this hum- 
ble Saint, nor the familiarity, he had with the 
Cardinals Baronius, that great light of th« 
Church, nor Burgheſius atterwards Pope, and i 
other perſons of honour , but quietly takes 
his lcaue of the Pope , and was ſoindifferent 
in whatſocucr might concerne his prefer- 
mentin this point , that wheras it was told 
him-the diſpatches for his Coadiutorſhip did 
not come off, for want of mony to be giuen 
to the officers of the Datary , he anſwered 
that he wobld ncucr bee a Biſhop by the 
purſe of his friends,” that if GoJhada mind 
he ſhould bee one”, hee could effeR it with- 
out monyes, And he _ , as it was, for his; 
Bylls were diſpatched for nothing ,notyith: 
ſtanding that be carried himfelfe ſo neutrall in 
> bulineſſe,, .' © 266 | 
"Being returnttleo his Country, he fell into 
a 2tcat and dangerous ficknefſe and was bro- 
ught.cuch to deaths dore,but God would not 


then deptiue the Churchioffuch'aPaſtour, as 


hee was to. bee No ſooner tecourred , bur 
he betakes himſelfe againe to his ordinary la: 
bours of preachinj , hearing eonfeſſhons, and 
alliſting at the divirie ſeruice of his Church. 


In the Lent he'þicached at Anneſli', and one | 


day being really togoc vp int0'the pulpit, he 
Ritived news bf'1 _ - his Father, but 
ithſuch a cqurage and conſtancy; that had 
Berk at (he end of his ſermon declared it 
elfe, and tecoammended'the ſoule of his 


F 


father to the auditory, none would baue 


=D. 


Vot fo courtgioully tid he beare iront, 
and foch a coitivand had ber oner his pals 
ons, vader which'ſo many thoufandsof mor- 
calls foe tmiferably yroane, © 
: Lentbeing eqded, foe affaireFofthe Dio- 
ccſ oblig'd bit togoe tothe CourtofFrance 
ts fiop there for while ; but the fame of his 


Cadtity , and oqinagp in preaching was; pe 
re 


got thither before him , and hereypon hee 
yas receaucd moſt graciovfly, and honorably 


ed thatany coſe accidenthad hapned | 


q 
þ 


be King. He was inuitcd to preach, which 


he had no ſooner done, but iudp'd tobee one 


of the greateſt preachers that France had” 


heard. His voice ſtrong and intelligible , 


language foues , and expreſſing to the lif- 


his thoughts, which althcugh they were 
high and elevated , yet with ſuch clarity and 
order delivered *, without the leaſt confre 
fon and obſcurlty , that cuery one, cuen the 
moſt fimple people , did vnderſtand him, 
and carry away the matters of his ſer- 
mons. Suchin fine was his way of preaching, 
that who had once heard him , could ſcarce 
aſterwards reliſh any one elſe, And to this 
purpoſe was that ſaying of a very vnderſtan- 
ding man, anda counſeilour in a ſouveraig- 


ne Court , he hath, fayth he, Cone me a | 


great deale of pood , but he has done me 
one miſchiefetoo,and [ ſhall nere be rid on't, 
for he bas made me looſe all guit ofother (er- 
mons, His way was todraw foules to God by 
loue , and ſweerneife , not that he did winke 
at vice , but that he Knew ,'that where he 
could caſt in, one ſparke;of the love of God, 
thence he could ſoone caſt out finne. He 
preached from his heart , and what he fayd* 
came from that great ſtock of learning and 


knowledge which he had got by labour, or 
had infuſed in prayer by God. Farre was he 


from preaching himl(elfe , whoſe only aime* 
was as he faid,that thoſe who heard him wit ans 
baberent et abuniantius babertat ſhould poſe 


" ſeſſe life, and more aboundantly poſſeſſe it. 
. * Andtiis incredible how much good he did 
itt Parjs whilit he ſtayed there ; hot only , by 


tis ſermons, but by fpitituall inftruRions in 
private , which _—_— to different ſorts of 
people, which by whole eroupes flocke vnto 
bir. All were welcome as well the poore , as 
the tich, the ſctuant as the maſter } the whole 


day paſſed either in confeſſionsand conferen» 
ces with Catholikts , or controverſies with 
 heyetikes, of whom he conuented a great nume 


ber of both ſexes. 
Our Saint having endedthe chiefe buſineſs 
{ for which bc came to Paris, which was the 


reeftabliſhinent of the Catholike Religion in: 
the territory of Geze, which'is in the Dioceſe 
, of Grneua, and ynder the King of France; he 


returned back and preiied rhe execntion ſo 


 farre, that free exerciſe of the Catholike Rev» 


igion was reſtored , which had becne ba» 
niſh'd aboue threeſcore yeares. - _—_ 
' Being come home , he finds his predecef- 


four dead , and perccauing the whole bure 
; then to fall ypon his owne ſhoulders ; that 
' be might not raſhly goe about the diſchare 


ging of ſo great a truſt, but at leaſure thinke 
of the moſt convenient meanes requiſite to 
rforme ſo greatan office, he retireth hias» 
ſclfcto Sales the houſe of his name , and thi- 
ther ſends for Father Iohn Forerius of the 


| Socicty of Iceſus , a man much cxpericacedir 


the 
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8 
the fpirituall conduRt of foules , and with | to ouerſee the reſt of the family, now begins 5. 
——. whom:he did wuch intruſt his owne, Hee | to caſt about how to diſcharge his truſt: Hee _ 
_ generall confeſſion to him of his | makes his ſolemne entry into Anneſli and 1u,: I» 
axva" whole life, then conferres with him of the | being condufted proceſſion-wiſe , amidſi the ty,' ) tw 
meanes to comply hereafter with the obliga- | loud acclamations, wiſhes, and cuen teares | 
tions of his office. Hee ſeriouſly ponders the | of the people weeping for ioy , vnto the 
weightineſſe of his charge, and finding it too | Church of Saint Francis. (Which now is in 


heavy for himif he wei left to himſelfe , by 
ardent prayezs , endeavours to ſupply his 
wants ;. by obtaining the aſſiſtance of that 
God, who put that butthen vpon his ſhovl- 
ders. Nor was he content heete to frame in 
his thoughts a modell of his future aQtions, 
but he alſo writtes it downe , that his 
owne hand writing might encourage him 
to doe his duty, and reproach hith it he did 
it not. 


the immaculate conception of the Mother of 
God; and yearc one thouſand fix hundred 


and two , in the Church of Saint Maurice of 


Thozens , where hee before bad receaued 


Thus prepared hee js conſecrated by three 
Biſhops on the cight of December , feaſt of 


place of the Cathedrall of Geneva, fince the 
Chapter with the Catholike Religion was 
baniſhed from thence) being come thither 
makes a learned and eloquent exhorta. 
tion to the allembly ,, as the entrance to hig 
admirable workes,andfrom thence immedia. 
tely begins to ſet hand to woke, and to the 
dealing ofthoſe affaires which Almighty God, 
had committed to him. 

The firſt thing was, to ſee the decrees of 
the ſacred Councell of Trent, which had al. 
ready , been-. ceceaued by his predeceſſour, 
obſerud* and >racifd ; wherupon he began to 
provide for vacant benefices , perſons, not 
onely worthy , but the moſt worthy, procee- 
ding according to the plurality of voices, 
alter a rigorous cxamen oftheir ability,inthe 


m—_——47z#z vic: EE 
* ] cannot hcere omitt , what he himſelfe 
declared to a holy perſon, to hauc paſſed in 
time of the ceremony of his conſccration. 
Whilſt hee was proſtrate before the Altar, it 
ſeemed to him that in a intellefuall viſion, 
andnotaoy imaginary ſbape, he ſaw theBleſ- 
{cd Trinity , worke in him interiourly, what 
the Biſhops did about him cxtcriovrly ; fo, 
that at the ſame time , that the three Biſhops 
layed therc hands vpon his head, he perceaued 
the three divine perſons to lay their hands 
ypon_ the higheſt part , and as it were 
top of his ſoule , {let not the Reader be ſtar» 
tled at rheſe expreſſions, ſeeing holy ſeriptu- 
redoth thus accommodate expreſſions toour 
capacity, and ſecing there are diucrs termes 
vcd by contemplatiues, which none can giue 
a good account of, but thoſe that by experi- 
ence know what they weane.) Hee felt then 
ſenſibly the B. Trinity to imprint the ſame 
' grace in his ſoule, of which that Sacrament 
Dore the exteriour and viſible figne. He faw 
" likewiſe the B. Viigin as it were taking him 
into. her particular proteion, and hard by 
ber , the B. Apoſiles Saint Peter and Paul 
aſiiting at his ordination, Onthis day did hee 
rcceaue extraordinary ſupernaturall graces ; 
and this famoos. viſion was fo lively andof 
lach force , that it kept him , for the ſpace of 
Gx weeks togeather in ſuch a quiet calme.; 
and ſo profound a reucrence ot his Epiſcos, 
pall dignity,that he bore refpeFt, cuen to the 


SS. £5 


He refle&ed with himſclfe, that it wouldas 
uaile him but little, to gaige. the ſoulesof the 
whole world , if be loſt higowne , and 
thought went ſo deepe withhie, that bet 
vpon he had a continual eye, both over his 
extcriourand interiour , that there might be 
nothing, cither, diſplcafing.toGod , or offet- 
ue to his neighbour, His, garments were 
[ncat, but not rich; his family not numeros, 


leaſt othisPontificall robes, God being pleaſd 
by to extraordinary an approbation, to ratify 


but whatmight ſuffiſe his condition, farre from 
any great ſtate: He kept no coach ; there was 


the ,vocation of our holy Biſbop, giviog him, | nothing of vanity in the apparel of his attcr- 
luch fingular and affured pledges of his aſlif- | dants , he, would have all of his houſhald to 
tance : whercin the Sai::t looking vpon him: | be at maſſe cucry day , and often frequent the 
lelfe ,as a ſeruant, put in truſt by bis maſter, Sacrements. Thoſe who waited on Riga, Fa 
exprelie 


— expreſſe order togiue acceſſe toall, and reje | 
29% none that would come vnto him , were they 
l"# neucr ſo meane. Hee tocke a ſingular con- 
il tent, that the houſe he lodged in conſtantly,” 


' Pline after his death was found all worne , 
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was not his owne ;buta borrowed one ; nor 

was there any tapiſtry to bee ſeene in it , fa- 

ving in his owne chamber and the roome, in 

which he entertaind ſuch as viſited him. His : 
table irgall and moderate, yet nothing pir«: 
ching, and he tooke a (ingular content in 

hoſpitality, andto ſee that ſtrangers ſhould be 

well receaud in his houſe. His conſtant pu- 

blike almes at his dore were giucn twice a 

weeke to the poore , and better in thoſe ti. 

mes of the yeare , when the poote arc [eſſe | 
aſſiſted ; beh1des other particular, which he 
gaue, as God inſpired him, and which were 
ptcat, conſidering his revenues, 

As for the D:uine ſeruice in the Church 
he was preſent very frequently eſpecially v- 
pon feaſts of obligation, vnlefſe wheg he was 
hindred by Conteſſions which he heard very 
frequently ,and for a long time in hisChappell. 
Belides his Cayly ſtudyes , be had read voto 
him after ſupper ſomething or other of edifi- 
cation, which might ſerue him, both for ſtudy 
and-prayer. He was ſo addicted to the ſaying 
of his beads, that as ] had from him, be had 
bound himſelf by vow to ſay them,and never 
Otnitted thern for the ſpace of fourty years. 
Eucry morning hee made an houre of me- 
ditation, which hee prepared over night, and 
keeping himſclife the whole daylong in the 
preſence of God, calld ypon him in all occa- 
fions with iaculatory prayers cither vocall or 
mentall , drawne ftom bis morning prayer, 
or other obieAts as they picſented themſelues 
vnto him,not omitting our B.Lady,; Anpells, 
and Saints,to which he bad a particolar deuo- 
tion, and three times a day , above the reſt , 
did he ſettle his ſoule before Almighty God 
fo ; as he would have wiſhd tohane toundit, 
at the houre of his death. 

'Beſides the faſts of the Church, which he 
kept exaRly, he faſted all fridayes for many 
years, till old age came vpon him, His diſci- 


and hisconfefſout affirmed that bee had three 


| 


ot foure times mended it tor him. Euery yeare 
he made cight dayes ,at leaſt, of recolleQion; 
in which time hee examined lerioully the pro- 
preſſe he had made in vertue the yeare before, 
conferring his difficultyes with his conteſſour, 


, reading ouer his memoriall and idza of vyer- 


tuc which he had prefixd voto himſelfe be- 
fore his ordination, renewing the good pur- 
poſes hee had made , and adding to them , 
what by experience he found convenient , 
giving himſelfe in this time to long and fer- 
vent prayers, and above all to mentall ; and 
applying the Maſſes which he then fayd, or 
cauſed to bee faydat thattime , for to obtaine 


of Almighty.God, grace neceſſary forthe con- 


du of bis owne ſoule, and the due govern- 
ment of his Church ; andmoſt cextainly he 
obtained it , God giuing him the true ſpirit 
of a Prelat and Paltour of the Church , and 
crowning his endeauours with ſuch happy 
luccelle. 

An cffet of this appeared in an excurſion 
which he made to Dyon though out ot his 
owne Dioceſe preaching there, at the requeit 
of the Citty,in their chicte pulpit, before the 
Parlement, a Lent and Aducnt,nor preaching 
onely , but drawing ſtrayed heretikes to the 
true faith , bad Catholikes to the ſtate of 
thegrace, and good Catholikes to perfeRti- 
on ; and this by his vſuall meanes of cone 
ferring, diſputing , inſtruding, exhorting or 
the like, EY 

It is incredible what a maieſty did appeare 
in his countcnance , ſtriking a facred reue- 
rence intoall thoſe that had acceſſe ynto him, 
which notwithſtanding he did temper with 
ſo much ſweetneſſe and affability ;that as the 
perſons of greateſt quality , could not con- 


uerfe with him but with relpe& , ſo perſons | 


of the meaneſt quality , did nat converſe with 

him, but with all confidence and feedome, 
But what did he not doe within his owne 
territoryes, who had done ſo much abroad? 
Reing returnd then from Dijon , he ſets vpon 
the viſit of his Dioceſe , which he could not 
fniſh at leſſe then three times; for beſides the 
extent of it which is great, the country it 
ſclfe is ſo full of craggy rocks. and almoſt 
vnaccſlible mountaines', which are white 
with {gow from one cnd of the yeare to the 
other , ſo full of precipices betwixt theſe 
mountaines, which nature has made to give 
paſſage cither to waters or paſſengers, and 
make heere, and therealiitle roome to build 
a village 3 that in divers places, men are forced 
to alight for their ſecurity, and well, if going 
an foot, wille ſaye them harmelede. The little 
ſpace that the ſanne ſhines betwixt thole 
vallyes, it is exceſſive hot , and when abſent, 
as exceſſiue cold , and although heere and 
there , there are both pleaſant and fertile val- 
lyes , yet they cannot be got vato, without 
conſiderable danger. But neither heat, nor 
cold , nor incommodity , nor danger , ter- 
rifyed our Saint, who went by all theſe pre« 
cipices himſelte , viſiting heere a towne, there 
a village,now a borough, then a hamlet, nor 
leaving. fo much as one Pariſh- Chuich or 
Chappell vnuiſited; ſuch was his zeale for the 
plory of God and the exaQt pertormance of his 
Paſtorall charge , and ſuch his louc to his dea- 
re flocke., Whereſocuer he came he preached, 
inſtruced , catechized , heard confeſſions, 
communicated the people with his owne 
bands , and adminiſtred other Sacraments,in- 
ſomuch that it was noted, that on one day he 
; C conferred 
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conferred all Sacraments except Extreme- 
Vation, Hee informd himſelfe of publike 
ſinnes and finners, reprehending and correc+ 
tirg their their vices with a- ſcuerity mingled 
with ſweetnefle , according as he ſaw it ne» 
ceſſary ; hee gave acceſſe toall; hearing their 
complaints with an invincible paticence,com- 
poſing their diftercnces, making peace be- 
twixt thei , who willingly layed downe all 
their enmityes at his feer , yeelding to what 


| he did propoſe vnto them. Nay theſe viſits 


of his were ſobeneficiall to his Dioceſe , as 
that the diuells themſelves, who ſwarmed in 
ſome places, were obligd to leaue the boJyes 
they poſlcfied by vertue of his bleſſing , as 
they left the ſovles of divers by force of his 
preaching,divers witches and othets who had 
tacite conjacts* with the diuell, renouncing 
their diuclliſh praftiſes, at his cither inſtru- 
Aion or exhortation. | *0 

The yeare 1606. he preached in Lent at 
Chamberi ,betore thai great Senate of all Sa- 
uvoye, filling the whole towne with the ſweet 
odgur of his vertues during his tcſidence 
there,and guiding divers ſoules in the way of 
perfection. Scarce was he returndto his Dio» 
ccſe, but he was preſented with a commiſſi« 
on from his Holinefſe , given , at the requeſt 
of kis Catholique Maicity; and another trom 
the Archduke Albertus and Labe)la his Lady, 
by which he was impowerd , togeather with 
the Biſhop of Bale, Prince of the Ewpire , to 
decide dehnitinely the difference betwixt 
their Highneſſes , and the Clergy of the 
County of Burgundy, by reaſon of certaine 
rights , which both partyes pretended to; In 
conformity to this honorable commiſſion he 
poeth to Baumes , the place appointed fot 
their meetring , where the bufinefſe was dil- 
patcht to the jatisfa&tion of both parties, in 


which time notwithſtanding, onr Saint, what 


by confeſſions, what by private confaile and 
admoniticns , ſo gaing the afteQion of the 
people there, that, when 1h conuerſation, 
mention was wade of him, they would call 
him e@r Bisbop for a diſtinfion from the reſt, 
as if trucly hce had beene the Biſhop of their 
Dioceſe. 

Returning home hee paſſed by Salins, whe- 
re be depriucd: himſelte of the fight of the 
curioſityes of the faltpits of thoſe parts, to 
have the more leaſure to treat with divers 
perions of their ſpirituall aduancement in per- 
tection ;ſuch a zeale of ſoules did continually 
carry bim on , whereſocuer hee was. To this 
purpoſe, refleQing that almolit all thoſe who 
had wnitten bockes of devotion, had aimed at 
the inſtruQion ot perſons much retired from 
the world, atleaſt taught that kind of piety 
which leads vntoit, deſirous to inſtru thoſe 
allo who liuc in townes,Courts , and private 
familyes , who many times caſt vertue off ap- 


—— 


prehending a certaine impoſſibility in it, writs __. * 


tes the booke calld The Introdi#ion to a de 


nout life, a worke receaued with the general lu, 
approbation of all Chriſtendome, wonder. xy. 


tully corducing to the perteion of all ſoules, 
and which cuery nation is ambitious to naty. 


 ralize turning it into their owne language, ay 


ltalian, Spaniſh, Engliſh, and into the lan« 
guage commonto all, Latin.And it is fitange 
to fee how hee doth accommodate hicmſelſe 
in that book. to the capacity of each ore, 
conſidering what a profound a ſcholler he 
was bimfelfe;and conſequetitly more apt to 
fly aboue the reach of the common ſtraine of 
men : For the truth is (and1ct it be ſpoken by 
this occaſion ) he was held by the opinion of 
divers worthy perſons, to be one of the moſt 
learned men of hisage , in what he made pro: 
feſhion of ,to wit,in ail the parts of Divinity, 


| Scholaſticall , morall and controuerſyes , to- 


oeather with an cxatt knowledge of the Ca- 
hons of the Church , and vnderſtanding of 
the Holy Scriptures , ſo admirab!: , that he 
would giuc moſt {olid interpretations to the 
moſt obicure and bard pafſiges , with won- 
derfull clarity and tacility , where the moſt 
learned are at aſtand ; Infine., ſcarce was 


there any to bee found , that in any point of 


conſequence, could examine a matter more 
exactly digeſt it more iudiciouſly,and giue his 


| reſojution- in it more ſolidely, then hee , and 
 this,cither by reaſon of his great oaturall cx 


pacity and inſight into thitgs, or by the great 


| extent of his ſciences, or elſe by ſupernaturall 


lights communicated vato him moſt, llberally 
by Almighty God. TheR:F. Philibert Bon- 
neville , Provinciall of the Capucins in $3 
uoye , in his funerall oration ſpeaking of the 
queſtion Je «<Aux1lijs much agitated in thoſe 
dayes, did not ſticke to affirme, that although 
he bad for a long time,anddiligently Rudicd, 


| . 
 examined,and euen newly treated that que: 


tion;notwithſtanding, diſcourſing with bim 
about it.diſcouered (as he ſayth) hisowno ig- 
norance by the profundity of his do&rine,and 
that he ſtood in admiration of the ſubtility 


of his wit, which diJ cleare and cucn make | 


caſy the moſt obſcure and difficult matters of 
Duvinity, 

But it is now high time that wee ſpeake 
of thatlaſting, and permanent worke of bis, 
which he hath left to the edification of all 
poſterity , the holy order of the Religious 
weomen of the viſitation of $, Mary , toun- 
ded by him. Almighty God( as in ſuch great 
workes he is wonted to doe) was plcaſdto 
reucale the matter to our Saint long before 
the execution of it. The Holy Biſhop out of 
his great zeale, caſt about with his thoughts, 
which way , hee might encreaſe and aduance 
the kingdome of God in the ſoules of mote 


talls,and being one day in prayer in the Chap- 


pell 


: 


; 
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= pell of the Caſtle of Sales, whither hee had 
29+ retired himſelfe ; in a rapt, was ſhewed vnto 
v4" him in ſpirit, that hee was to bee the Foun- 
tY- der ofan order of Reljgiovs weomen, what 


kind of inſtitute, the wonderfull progreſle it 
was to make , what the principall perſans 
were to bee, by whom it was to bee begunne 
andcarryed on , and although many yearcs 
paſſed before there was any appearance of 
the accompliſhment of this worke, notwith- 
ſanding this viſion for a long time remained 
imprinted in hjs ſoule, 

Now ,as heereA)mighty God diſpoſed him, 
by whoſe meanes this order was to be foun- 
ded , fo hee prepared by little and little the 
foule of her who was to bee the firſt of it. The 
Lady lane Frances Fremyot was leſt a widow 
by the death of her husband the Baron of 
Chantal! ;and it pleaſed Alm: God lo to hea- 


| pe his graces vpon her ; that ſhe found a 


orcat defire in her heart to ſerue him , and 
to conſecrate herlelte ynto him by a vow of 
chaſtity , which ſhee did ; not y:t knowing 
what God defighed her for; hor content with 
this, ſhe found herſelte daily more and more 
ecgdontoa ſirezghter and more intimate v- 
pion with his diuine Maiecſtyjyet ſeerng it did 
not ſucceed according to her defire, (hee fell 
info great perplexityes, troubles, and tempta- 
tions, whichſecmed to her; to bee the heauyer 
becauſe ( as ſhee thought ) they hinderd her 
from being vnited withthe ſoucraigne good; 
Remaining then ih this perpleity, ſhe becta- 
kes herſelfc to Alm : God, to be guided by his 
holy inſpirations , how ſhee ought td ſerve 
him, with moſt perfcRioh. Wheras then, (hee 
had neuer thought before ofa (pirituall Father 
or Direour, ſhe felt herſelſe 1nſpired to de» 
mand ſome man for the direion of her ſoule, 
ſo that with aboundance of teares, ſhe begd 
that he would giuc her one ; who ſhould be 
truely holy , and a true ſeruant of his , who 
might teach her all which be defired at her 


| hands, proteſting and promiſing , that ſhee 


would doe what ſo ever he ſhould tell het, in 
the bebalte of bis divine Majeſty, This prayer 
of hers was conſtant, feruent , and accompa- 
nycd both with teares,and the moſt preſhog 
termes fhee could imagine, for ſhe was in ſuch 
afcryour , that ſhee would with all her heart, 
have lettall, and gone to the deſert , to ſerue 
God the better, Therfore Almighty God was 
pleaſd to heare her petition,and lo ſome dayes 
aſter, fſhewed voto ber|in ſpirit , the man 
whom , at her petition, bee intended co allot 
her whom although ſheſecrnd to fee a farre off, 
yet the repreſentation remaind ſo deeply im- 
printed in her mind, that although it was not 
til! three yeares after, that ſhee hiſt of all ſaw 
our holy Biſhop, ſhe knew him , and ivdged 
him to bee the man , whom our Lord had 
promiſed her, and ſhewed her ſo long betore. 


| The firſt occafion then, that ever ſhe had _____ 


to ſee the Holy Biſhop, was at Dijon, when 


he came to preach there a Lent, as we ſayd Tarva- 


heretofore, inuited by the towne. And who 
would not hecre admire the providence of 
Almighty God ? his invitation thither by the 
Magiſtrates might ſceme an accident, and his 
meeting with her there, another 3 yet if wee 
refle& ypon the circumſtances, wee ſhall find 
| It to have beene aplot layed by a ſpeciall diſ- 
poſition of Almighty God, to bring this de- 
figne about. | 
Firſt it ſeemes to be more common fot Biſ- 
hops topreach in their owne Dioceſe , then 
abroad. Secondly the Duke of Sauoy who firſt 
granted him leaye togoe , afterwards recall'd 
it. Thirdly the R; Father Forerius, whom he 
calld his ſpirituall Father,did not onely, ſtrive 
to divert him by reaſons, but by all manner 
of entreatyes and ſupplications, Fourthly, his 
friends difſwaded him.asathing which wight 
cauſe ſome trouble , by reaſon of the Duke's 
recalling his leave, all-which,one would thin- 
ke, would worke vpon a perfort ſo plyable to 
200d counſaile, ſo humble , and willing to 
heare reaſon,as hee was : notwithſtanding, he 
afh!med , that he had ſuch firong impulſes, 
and preſſing inpirationsto fet vpon that jour» 
ney , that it was almoſt impoſſible for him 
to reſiſt them , they giving him to vader- 
ſtand that God's defigne was, to lay in that 
voyage the foundations of a ſociety , whence 
ſo much good ſhould accrew to diuers ſoules; 
Therforc, having a ſecond time. got leave 
of the Duke , he went to Dijon , wbither this 
devout Lady betaoke herlelfe, to fpend: her 
Lent, from a Country hoſe of hers , where 
ſhe commonly refided. And heere it was , that 
ſhee bad het firſt acquaintance with him, hea» 
ring his ſermons , and having occafion to 
ſpeake with bim , by rraſon that the Arche 
biſhop of Bourges ber brother ( then there ) 
invited or Saint oftefti todinner, The Saiat 
himſelfe affirmed that he thought Gad moucd 
him to take a ſpeciall care of her; and. the 
vertuous Lady found berſclfe much incited 
to ſecke it. How ſocyer , fot that time they 
parted ; and Whitſontide following the Lady 
found her ſelfe in very great anxietyes of 
mind,and having declared her caſe to the Rec» 
| tour of the Colledge of the Sociery of Jeſus, 
hee having heard her, told her that it was 
Gods will ſhee ſhould committ herſelfe, to the 
care of the Bifhop of Geneva. Quicted with 
this ſhee writes to him, and having for an- 
ſwer, that it was a buſinefſe of importance, 
to be taken vpon no human motiue,and that 
both ofther ſhould tecommend it to God, ſhe 
did ſo, and was afterwards told by the Rec 
tour her Confefſour , that ſhee not anely 
. ovght to put her ſelfe vnder bis conduR, but 


that if ſhee did not , ſhe refiſted the Holy 
Ghoſt 
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' ſo low to ſuch ats of humility and workes of 


Saint Francis Sales, 


Ghoſt ; anda Capucin , a man of great vertue 

told her , that God had revealed vnto himin 

time of Maſlc, that it was his will : all which 

ſhee {ignifyed voto the Holy Biſhop , who 

hereupon appointed $, Claude for their mec- 

ting place, where being met ;altera while he 

told her it was Gods will, he ſhould take the 
Care of her; and therefore bad her bee wholly 
indifferent, and refigned, for he would take 
ypon him the whole diſpoſal of her life here- 
after, as one that wasto giue account of her 
to Alm: God. The iſſue ot allthis was, that firſt 
this Lady and ſomr others of quality lived in a 
little houſe out of Anneſſi io the ſuburbs re- 
tired, giving themliclues fora yeare to prayer, 
watching, metitation and other exerciſes of 
devotion; afterwards taking a certaine forme | 
ofhabit;they ſpent their dayes partly in prayer, 
ard partly in aſſiſting the ficke with an in- 
comparable chatity , to the edification of the 
whole towne, to lee perſons of quality, ſtoope 


charity as they did. By occaſion of which the 
holy Biſhop gave them the name ot Viſitation, | 
of which the firſt, fayth he, was in the moun- 

taines of Iudza , meaning the viſitation of 
the B. V. viſiting Saint Elizabeth, 

Their example moued others to follow;and 
at length it was looked ypon as the molt fit 
(although it wasnotthe firſt defigne defigne) 
to live encloſed; which they did, taking vpon 
them a habit conformable to a Religious lite, 
Their rule they rocke from Saint Augulſtin's, 
as moſt agreeing: with the Conſtitutions , 
which were drawne out by our Holy Bi- 
ſhop for thera , and which before, they had 
obterud. The forme then of this Congrega- 
tion ,bcing preſented to the lcaApoſtolike, 
was ſo arprooued by Paul the fifth , Pope of 
Rome, that h* gaue commiſſion to our Saint, 
who had inſtituted 1t , to ereR it with the t1- 
tlc of a Religion , and with the prerogatiues 
which otker Religious orders doe enjoy; and 
this vader the rule of S. Auguſtin. And Alm, 
God did fo blefſe his endeauours, that , to the 
comfort of his heait, he ſaw before his death, 
twelue Monaſteryes founded in France, bef1- 
des his firſt at Anneſſi ,ſothat this holy order 
ſpreadeth it ſclfe ( God giving it encreaſc) to 
the edification of all aad incredible beneht of 
thoſe perſons tbat enter into 1t. 

Whoſocuer defireth to be more inform'd 
of the boly inſtitute of this Order , may find 
it more at' large ſet downe in the life of our 
Saint , out of which this abridgment is taken: 
this onely , I will fay that it is an order ſo 
contrived , as not to exclude , by its rigour, 

er{ons eirber ancientor infirme ;and which 
beſt 1cs, certain'y th as much in 1t of the 
dictamens of our Saint, as poſſible; beiny 
Nored with his both conſtitutions and inftru- 
fiions ; whoſe [weet divine fpirit wewill now 


Bishop of Genenua. 


take ſome leaſure toconſider more narrowly 


and thoſe perfe&tions which Almighty God Hg 
from time totime, with his concourſe, roupht Ra 
in hjs ſoule; gatherd in part oui of lus owne «1. 


words,and divers paſſages of his lite, 

Hee was of a ſweet and traftable nature 
not Fauing any paſhons corfiderably rebel. 
lious ; vnlcſle poſſibly it might bee of anger 
becauſe hee was of a liuely complexion "and 
very ſanguine, which notwithilanding hee 
did ſo tame, that wee may truely ſay , there 
was never a leflc cholerick man in the world; 
fuch a command had he of this paſſion, 
Andas for any othcr affe&ions, he had them 
ſo mortified as in a wanner to deſire no. 
thing; which he would exoreſle ſometimes in 
termes [ike to theſe. Valde paurawolo gs quod 
volo , vale parum vole. Few things doe [ 
defire ; and what I doe defire, I defire very 
little, To arrive to perfeion wee muit de. 
fire few things ; and aske nothing. You vil 
not wonder after this, you heare he kept his 
virginall purity all his lite 3 and fo it was, His 
ordinary Contefſour, a perfon of honour and 
great vertue, who had heard his generall Cons 
teſſion , ſayd thus of him, being on his death 
bed ;1 will not carry with mee tothe other 
worlda thing , which may ſerue to the edifi- 
cation of all:Eſtecme and follow the counſai- 
les and aduice ofthe Biſhop of Geneua , for 
hee isa faithfull ſeraant of God; take him in 
chaſtity for a S. Iohn Baptiſt ;and in humis 
lity, and pouerty of ſpirit for a Saint Charles, 
As fot his love to God,it appeard in his con- 
formity, with his will , atid bis ſtrange diſen- 
gagement from all creatures, with an indif- 
terency more then humane; louing , God e- 
qually in aduerſity and proſperity , or rather 
more in aduerfity, then proſperity. If it bee 
onely, ſayth he, my Sauiour whomlI loue, why 
ſhonld I not louc him as much on mount Cal- 
uary, as onmount Thabox, ſeing he isas trues 
ly in one place as the other? (that it is in affli- 
ctions and deſolations , as conſolations and 
delights) and why ſhould 1 not as trucly fay 
fay trom my hcartin one place,as inthe other, 
t'is good for vs to bee heere?He ſeem'd to bee 
the ſame in all things; you would ſce him 
well pleaſcd at the good cheere which was 
made him , at a feaſt ; but you would ſec him 
with the ſame countcnance , at the table of 
the poore, as at the banquet of the rich; nor 
was he cucr heard cuen at his awne home to 
Shew the leaſt diſlike of his meat , whether 
well oc ill dreſt, This indecd might be obler- 
feruced in him, that when it was at his owne 
choice , he choſe the worſt , the moſt incom- 
moJious , the moſt low and humble. Retur- 
ning from the General] Chapter of our Con- 
gregation,in which hee had commiſſion from 
the Pope to preſide, he went to Turin, whi- 
ther, ſome affaires of the Duke of _ 

Ca 
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—— call'd him ; heere many perſons of quality 
29+ offerd him very good lodgings and accommos 
lava" dation ; but he preferd our Monaſtery , not- 
&Y- yithſtang the extreme incomwodityes which 


he there iufferd, For it was not yet built , 
and he was lodged in one of the cells of the 
Religious , which was not aboue eight or 
nine foot ſquare , expoſed ſo to the bur- 
ning ſunne , that it feemd rather a ſtoue 
then a chamber , yet he would have no 0» 
ther , during the whole time of his ſtay at 
Turin, which was aboue three months , 
jo the greateſt heats of ſummer ; and when 
taking pitty of bim,wee prefled him to accept 
ot ſome better accommodation , which was 
offerd him; he made anſwer, would you then 
thruſt mee out of dores ? Andin all this time, 
never could I perceive cither in his counte+ 
nance , or words,the leaſt reſentment of what 
he ſufferd , either by the exceſſive heat , lod- 
ging, , Or treatment. And the ſame it was 
11 all his journeyes and viſits about the villa- 
ges of his Dioceſe ; where to him all lodging 
was good ; all meat well taſted; all company 
pratetull ; nor eyer ſcemd he to be better 
pleaſed , then when it hapned , he was worſe 
accommodated. | : 
As for the loue ofcreatiires, he did not ſeerie 
properly ſpeaking toloue creatures in them- 
ſelves, but in their Creatbur,and their Creas 
tour in them; ſo that if at at any time, he did 
by the law of charity,tye himſelfe to a creatu+ 
re, it was onely to reſtin God , the finall 
end of his affe&ion and loue 3 which truely is 
properly toloue Godand not creatures. 
Ja his choice of vertves, he did not chooſe 
the moſt high and ſublime , but the beſt , low 
lyeſt, and moſt ſolid. He pretended not toexs 
taſyes , rapts , inſcn(ibilities, impaſibilities , 
elevations, transformations and the hke ; be- 
cauſe he looked vpon theſe rather as the re» 
ward of vettue,then yertue uſelte, but ſought 
onely, to louc God,and ſerve him faithfully ; 
and therfore exerciſed himſelfe humbly, ſfim- 
ply, and deyoutly in vertues which ate trucly 
great, and ſeeme [1ttle;the attaining of which 
Almighty God hath put(ſuppoling his grace) 
within the reach of our labour and induſtry; 
a8 patiefice , mecknefſe, mottification, humi- 
lity, obedience, modeſty , poverty , chaſtity, 
compaſſion of our neighbour's miſeryes, bea- 
ring with his imperfe&ions, accurate diligen« 
cein ſpitituall things, and a holy feruour in 
all. 
' Theſe heerather made choice of as of little 
ſplendour, then of extraordinary faſts or cx- 
teriour rigourons pennances , which are 
wont to cauſe admiration in men , who ef. 
teeme ſuch and preferre them before others, 
though greater,not becauſe they aremore ex. 
cellent, but beeauſe they arc more ſenſible,and 


matetiall , and better perceaued by dull eyes, | 


ſo that;vnleſſe one would looke narrowly into 


him , his vertues would ſcarce be diſcoucrd, 
becauſe he fled all ſingularity , all ſplendour, 
doing nothing in exteriour appearance but 
what was conwen 3 his aime beirg to bee 
ſeene by Hone but God, and therfore conti- 
nually couered his vertuous aons, with an 
admirible kind of dexterity, fingular and pro- 
per to himſelfe. Notwithſtanding , this ordi« 
nary proceeding ot his, was ſo extraordinary, 
that no body cuer did any wayes frequently 
deale with bim , but affirmed that there was 
in him more, then human and that the ſpirit of 
God reſided in him. The true humble , ſayth 
he , will not appeare hamble , but vile and 
abic&. One thing be oblery'd inviolably , ne- 
uer to ſay any thing of his own accord, which. 
might tend cither tohis owne praiſe or dif- 
praiſe ; ſaying that vaine glory did cafily 
creepe into both, and thatia neither ,a man 
is belecud,or ought to bee beleey'd. Yet if oce 
caſion were given him, he would anſwer can- 
didely what be thought, and joyne truth , as 
hee conceived it, with humnlity ;as when one 
wrote vnto. him the opinion which there 
was of the great fruit got bytonuerfing with 
him: truely writcs hee, Icould with you were 
heere, that I might declare my vilenefle vato 
you, which in cftc& is ſo great,that [ am onely 
the outfide ,aod but a ſhadow ofan Ecclcſia» 
ſicallotwhbatman, without baving any expe- 
rience I write.and fay after others. Once there 
was brought.imo his pallace a paralytike,to be 
touched;with hope to be healed by his means, 


. | wherupen helaidto one of hjsPrieſts,doe you 


ſee , how mad the world is? they bring me 
people licke of the pally, to.bee cured , as if 
I were a Saint ; doe you know what will co- 

me on't;when I am dead? Ypon this miſtake 

they'le not pray tar my. foule , and fo leaue. 
mea gre, while in Purgatory , and this is all 
] ſhall get by it: Yet we muſt doe what wee: 
can , for his comfort , then turning himſelfe 
tothe father of the ficke perſon; Bring ,your 
ſonne,ſayth he ,to mortow to waſle and I'le 


| pray for him ; which he did ; and in three 


dayes, he, was cured. Thus it appeareth how 
little of the exteriour oftentation there was 
in his a&tians though neuer ſo wonderfull, 
Nor could this haue becne without a ſtrans 
ge humility ,whichdid ſeeme toexcell in hims 
It was once /belecued that he would. ſhortly 


| bee made Cardinatl , wherupon he told his 


brother : Jf a Cardinall's cap were but three 
ſepps ; oft truely Brother , I would not ſep 
{ov fatre to take it. The Conſeffour of his mos 
ther baving beene to viſit bim, and asking 
him at bis departure , what ſeruice he com- 
manded him to her z that ſhee pray to God, 
ſayth hee , that he call we not to a higher 
dignity for I find my ſelfe overchar'dg with 
what I hauc already: which hee (aid, becauſe he 
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Ghoſt ; anda Capucin , a man of great vertue 

told her , that God had revealed vnto himin 

time of Maſle, that it was his will : all which 

ſhee ſignifyed voto the Holy Biſhop , who 

hereupon appointed $, Claude for their mec- 

ting place, where being met ;aftera while he 

told her it was Gods will, he ſhould take the 
Care of her; and therefore bad her bee wholly 
indifferent, and reſigned, for he would take 
ypon him the whole difpoſall of her life here- 
aſter, as one that wasto give account of her 
to Alm: God. The iſſue ot allthis was, that firſt 
this Lady and ſome others of quality livedin a 
little houſe out of Anneſſi in the ſuburbs re- 
tired, giving themiclues fora yeare to prayer, 
watching, meditation and other exerciſes of 
devotion; afterwards taking a certaine forme 
ofhabit;they ſpent their dayes partly in prayer, 
ard partly in aſſiſting the ficke with an in- 
comparable chatity , to the edihcation of the 
whole towne, to lee perſons of quality, ſtoope 


: ſo low to ſuch ats of humility and workes of 


charity as they did. By occaſion of which the 
holy Biſhop gave them the name ot Viſitation, 
of which the firſt, ſayth he, was in the moun- 
taines of Indza , meaning the viſitation of 
the B. V. viſiting Saint Elizabeth, 

Their example moued others to follow;and 
at lenpth it was looked ypon as the molt fit 
(although it wasnorthe-firſt defigne defigne) 
to live encloſed; which they did, taking vpon 
them a habit conformableto a Religious lite, 
Their rule they rocke from Saint Auguſtin's, 
as moſt agreeing: with the Conſtitutions , 
which were drawne out by our Holy Bi- 
ſhop for thera , and which betore, they bad 
obterud. The forme then of this Congrega- 
tion , bcing prelenied to the ſca Apoſtolike, 
was ſo arprooued by Paul the fifth, Pope of 
Rome, that h: gave commiſſion to our Saint, 
who had inſtituted 1t , to ere it with the t1- 
tlc of a Religion , and with the prerogatiues 
which otker Religious orders doe enjoy; and 
this vnder the rule of S. Auguſtin, And Alm, 
God did fo blefſlc his endeauours, that , tothe 
comfort of his heart, he ſaw before his death, 
twelue Monaſteryes founded in France, beſ1- 
des his firſt at Anneſſi ,ſothat this holy order 
ſpreadeth it ſclfe ( God giving it encrealc) to 
the edification of all aad incredible beneht of 
thoſe perſons that enter into it. 

Whoſocuer defireth to be more inform'd 
of the holy inſtitute of this Order , may find 
it more at' large ſet downe in the life of our 
Saint , out of which this abridgment is taken: 
this onely , I will fay thatitis an order ſo 
contrived , as nor to exclude , by its rigour, 
p<r(ons either ancientor infirme ;and which 
beſi les, certain'y th as much in 1t of the 
dictaimens of our Saint, as poſſible; being 
fined with his, both conſtitutions and inftru- 
fiions ; whoſe [weet diuinc {pirit wewill now 


take ſome leaſure to conſider more narrowly 


and thoſe perfe&tions which Almighty God 2 
from time totime, with his concourſe,w roupht Jax; 
in his ſoule; gatherd in part out of his owne ng 


words,and divers paſſages of his life, 

Hee was of a ſweet and trattable nature, 
not Fauing any paſhons corſfiderably rebel. 
lious ; vnlcſle poſſibly it might bee of anger, 
becauſe hee was of a lively complexion , and 
very ſanguine, which notwithilanding hee 
did ſo tame, that wee may truely fay , there 
was never a leſſc cholerick man inthe world; 
fuch a command had he of this paſſion, 
Andas for any othcr affe&ions, he had them 
ſo mortified as in a wanner to deſire no. 
thing; which he would exprefie ſometimes in 
termes like to theſe.Valde parcawolo of quod 
volo , vale parum vole. Few things doe [ 
defire ; and what 1 doe defire, I defire very 
little, To arrive to perfe&ion wee muſt de- 
ire few things ; and aske nothing. You vi'l 


not wonder after this,if you heare be kepthis 


virginall purity all his lite 3 and fo it was, His 
ordinary Contefſour, a perſon of honour and 
great vertue, who had heard bis general] Cons 
teſſion , ſayd thus of him, being on his death 
bed ;1 will not carry with mee tathe other 
worlda thing , which may ſerue to the edifi- 
cation of all:Eſtecme and follow the counſai- 
les and aduice ofthe Biſhop of Geneua , for 
hee is a faithfull ſeruant of God; take him in 
chaſtity for a $. Iubn Baptiſt ; and in humi» 
lity, and pouerty of ſpirit for a Saint Charles, 
As for his loue to God, it appeard in his con- 
formity, with his will , atid bis ſtrange diſen- 
gagement from all creatures, with an indif- 
terency more then humane; louing , God e- 
qually in aducrfity and proſperity , or ratber 
more in aduecrſity, then proſperity. If it bee 
onely ſayth he, my Saviour whoml loue, why 
ſhonld Lnot louc him as much on mount Cal- 
uary, as onmount Thabox, ſeing he isas true« 
ly in one place as the other? (that it is in affli- 
ctions and deſolations , as conſolations and 
delights) and why ſhould I not as trucly fay 
fay trom my hcartin one place,as inthe other, 
t'is good for vs to bee heere?He ſeem'sd to bee 
the ſame in all things; you would ſee him 
well pleaſcd at the good cheere which was 
made him , at a feaſt ; but you would ſec him 
with the ſame countcnance , at the table of 
the poore, as at the banquet of the rich; nor 
was he cucr heard cuen at his awne home to 
Shew the leaſt diſlike of his meat , whether 

well oc ill dreſt, This indeed might be obler- 

ferucd in him, that when it was at his owne 

choice , he choſe the worſt, the moſt incom- 

moJious , the moſt low and humble. Retur- 

ning from the General] Chapter of our Con- 

gregation,in which hee had commiſſion from 

the Pope to prefide, he went to Turin, whi- 

ther , ſome affaires of the Duke of _ 
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—— Ccall'd him ; heere many perſons of quality 
! 29- offerdhim very good lodgings and accommos- 


| lava” dation ; but he preferd vur Monaſtery , not- 


mm— xx Poa oe 


tY- withſtang the extreme incommodityes which 


he there tufferd, For it was not yet built , 
and he was lodged in one of the cells of the 
Religious , which was not aboue eight or 
nine foot ſquare , expoſed ſo to the bur- 
ning ſunne , that it feemd rather a ſtoue 
then a chamber , yet he would have no 0» 
ther , during the whole time of his ſtay at 
Turin, which was aboue three months , 
in the greateſt heats of ſummer ; and when 
taking pitty of bim,wee preſſed him to accept 
ot ſome better accommodation , which was 
offerd himz he made anſwer, would you then 
thruſt mee out of dores ? Andin all this time, 
never could I perceive cither in his counte+ 
nance , or wordsthe leaſt relentment of what 
he ſufterd , either by the exceſſive heat , lod- 
ging , Or treatment. And the ſame it was 
11 all his journeyes and viſits about the villa- 
ges of his Dioceſe ; where to him all lodging 
was good ; all meat well taſted; all company 
pratetull ; nor euer ſcemd he to be better 
pleaſed , then when it hapned , he was worſe 
accommodated. | - 
As for the loue of creattires, he did not ſeerne 
properly ſpeaking toloue creatures in them. 
ſelues, but in their Creatbur,and their Creas 
tour in them; ſo that if at at any time, he did 
by the law of charity,tye himſelfe to a creatu+ 
re , it was onely to reſtin God , the finall 
end of his affe&ion and loue 1 which truely is 
properly toloue Godand not creatures. 
Ja his choice of vertues, he did not chooſe 
the moſt high and ſubliwe , but the beſt , low 
lyeſt, and moſt ſolid. He pretended not toex» 
talyes , rapts , inſen(ibilities, impaſſibilities , 
elevations, transtormations and the like ; be- 
cauſe he looked vpon thelc rather as the re» 
ward of vettue,then yertue uſclte, but fought 
onely, to loue God,and ſerue him faithfully ; 
and therfore exerciſed himſelfe humbly, fim- 
ply, and deuoutly in vertues which ate trucly 
great, and ſeeme |ittle;the attaining of which 
Almighty God hath put(ſuppoling his grace) 
within the reach of our labour and induſtry; 
as patiefice , meckneſle, mottification, humi- 
lity, obedience, modeſty , poverty ; chaſtity, 
compaſſion of our neighbour's miſeryes, bea- 
ring with his imperfe&1ons, accurate diligens 
ce in ſpitituall things, and a holy feruour in 
all. 
' Theſe heerather made choice of, as of little 
ſplendour, then of extraordinary faſts or cx- 
teriour rigourons pennances , which arc 
wont to cauſe admiration in men , who ef. 
teeme ſuch and preferre them before others, 
though greater,not becauſe they aremore ex. 
cellent, but beeauſe they arc more ſenfible,and 
matctiall , and better perceaucd by dull cyes, 


— 


| ſothat;vnieſſe one would looke narrowly into 


him , his vertues would ſcarce be diſcoucrd, 
becauſe he fled all ſingularity , all ſplendour, 
doing nothing in exteriour appearance but 
what was con.wen 3; his aime beirg to bee 
ſeenc by none but God, and therfore conti- 
nually couered his vertuous aons, with an 
admirible kind of dexterity, fingular and pro- 
per to himſelfe. Notwithſtanding , this ordi« 
nary proceeding ot his, was ſo extraordinary, 
that no body euer did any wayes frequently 
deale with bim , but affirmed that there was 
in him more, then human and that the ſpirit of 
God reſided in bim. The true humble , ſayth 
he , will not appcare hamble , but vile and 
abic&. One thing he oblery'd inviolably , ne- 
uer toſay any thing of his own accord, which. 
might tend either tohis owne praiſe or diſ- 
praiſe ; ſaying that vaine glory did eaſily 
creepe into both , and thatia neither , a man 
is belecud,or ought to bee belecy'd. Yet if oc< 
caſion were given him, he would anſwer can- 
didely what be thought, and joyne truth , as 
hee conceived it, with humility ;as when one 
wrote vnto: him the opinion which there 
was of the great fruit got bytonuerfing with 
him: truely writes hee, could with you were 
heere, that I might declare my vilenefle vato 
you,which-in cfc& is ſogreat,that I am onely 
the outfide ,aod but a ſhadow ofan Ecclcſia- 
ſicallot what man, without baving any expe= 
rienceI write.and fay after others. Once there 
was brought.into bis pallace a paralytike, to be 
touched;wigh hope to be healed by his means, 


. | wherupen he laidto one of hjsPricſts,doe you 


ſee , how mad the world is? they bring me 
people licke of the pally, to:beeg cured , as if 
I were a Saint ; doe you know what will co- 
me on't;,when 1 am dead? Ypon this miſtake 
they le not pray tar my. foule , and fo leave. 
mea greaiwhile in Purgatory. , and this is all 
] ſhall get by it: Yet we muſt doe what wee 
can, for his comfort , then turning himſelfe 
tothe father of the ficke perſon; Bring .your 
ſonne,ſayth he ,to mortow to maſle and I'le 
pray for him. ; which he did ; and in three 
dayes, he, was cured. Thus it appeareth how 
lietle of the exteriour oftentation there was 
in his a&tians though neuer ſo wonderfull, 
Nor could this haue becne without a ſtrans 
ge humility ,whichdid feeme toexcell in him. 
It was once belecued that he wonuld. ſhoxtly 
bee made Cardinal! , wherupon he told bis 
brother : If a Cardinall's cap were but three 
ſepps z oft truely Brother , I would not ſep 
ſo farre to take it. The Conſeffour of his mos 
ther baving beene to viſit bim, and askivg 
him at his departure , what ſeruice he com» 
manded him to her ; that ſhee pray to God, 
ſayth hee , that he call me not to a higher 
dignity ,for I find my ſelfe overchar'dg with 
what I hauc alrcady:; which hee ſaid, becauſe he 
| D Way 
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was confounded to ſec God make vie of him 
in watters of great conlequence. Let vs lea- 
ue ,ſfayth he , theſe ſupereminencycs to ele- 
vated ſoules, wee do'ntdeſerue fo bigha ran- 
ke in the ſeryice of God : too happy ſhall 
wee bee to ſerve hitn in the kitchin , in the 
panthery , to be his lacquayes ; it belongs to 
bim, afterwards if it ſcemc good, to take vs 
into his cloſet or privy councell : In which 
be ſpoke as he thought , and did as he ſpoke 
and thought; wherfore looking vpon him- 
ſelfe , as one among thoſe of the meaneſt 
rankes of God's houſchold , he ſeriouſly and 
carneſtly gave himſclfe to the employments 
moſt abie&, andlow in the eyes of men , ta- 
king a ſingular content and guſt in them , as 
to catechilc little children , to'make them 
haue their procefſions through the ſirects , 
and himſclfc to follow them accompanyed 
with two or three Prieſts at the moſt; to be as 
forward and aſſiduous in hearing the confe(li- 
ons of poore ſimple weomen,, and feruants, 
as their miſtreſſes ; and more willingly , the 
poore , then the rich; to be the godfather 
of poore tradeswen and handy-crafts men, 
who entreated tim ; cſteeming it a great ho- 
nourto bee ſpiritually allied vato thew ; to 
viſit the poore ficke, afliſt and comfort them 
in theic maladiesand afflitions , to heare with 
all ſweerneſle imaginable the grievances of 


country clownes , to comfort 'and counfaile | 


themia their affaitcs , and compoſe their dif- 
ferences, All which he did with an incompa- 
zable content and alacrity. In goitg 'in'the 
ſreets he would not'permitt the moſthonou- 
rable place to be yeelded him, and'it was or- 
dinaty for his , not to leit his followers pur 
thoſe who weie' loaden, out of the way , to 
niake roome for him; ſaying, are not they men 
as well as wee? and at the ſame time he would 
take the worſe way,not to be troubleſome to 
them. ; | 
Conſequent to all this, ſtrange was his in- 
difference to honour or diſgrace , cſtecme or 
contempt, tor as much as conceracd himſelte; 
who therfore diſtinguiſhed berwixt his owne 
perſon,and his Epiſcopall dignity; and as hee 
would” not ſuffer any affront to be:done to 
this, ſo he would bearc withanny iniury done 
to that; when he ſaw they could be ſeparated, 
as wee might proouc, it we would enlarge 
our ſelues vpon examples of both kinds; but 
wee will onely take notice of the latter , as 
being more neceflary for vs, and more likely 
to be vndcrſtood by all. There came once a 
gentleman into his chamber , who gauc him 
all manner of il] language , becauſe he would 
nor yceld to ſomething vnreaſonable which 
he asked;but the holy man was notmoyed one 
jor to anger or indignation. The gentleman 
being gone , a Religious perſon who ſtood 
by , asked him, how heegidto bee infeaſible 


| 


| 


at theſe things ? Truely , fayth he , no ſooner | 


did the gentleman ſet vpon me with theſe in+ 
iurious words , but ] vnited my ſ(elfe with the 
will of God , which bas. beene from all eter. 
nity that I ſhould ſuffer ſuch like things for 
his loue;and added: There never remaines in 
mee any grudge , or averfion , in regard of 
luch perſons as theſe ; for ] looke vpon their 
good, and not ypon their bad : And indeed 
his vertue ſo ſtrucke the Gentleman, that the 
very next day with teares,and vpon his knees 
he asked him pardon. Another time an Eccle- 
fraſticall perſon was ſo carryed away with 
paſſion , as to preſent him on a ſunday inthe 
Church, in time of the diuine office, before 
all the people ,as he was ſeated in his Pontis 
ficall ſcat , with a diftamatory ſatyricall libell 
againſt him , and his officers: at which the 
good Biſhop was not moued at all , nor cuer 
after ſhewed the leaſt reſentment. 

Another time by occalion of a gent|cman 
who had giuen him very great ground to bee 
offended with hia , he ſayed. If one ſhould 
have pulld out wy two cycs, and ] could after- 
wards ſee him, I would looke ypon bim with 
as much ſweetneſlc, and loue as if he had not 
touched mee, The ſupreme Providence of 
God knoweth ſfayth he, the xeputation which 
is neceſſary for mce, to doc bim that (cruice 
in which he will employ mee , andI deſire 
neithcr more nor leſſc , then it is his pleaſure 
I ſhould haue, For my part 1 leave all theſe 
bad winds to the Prouidence of God, whether 
they blow , or whether they blownot ; foule 
weather or faire ,t'is all one to mee. And in» 


| deed what doth one gettby refilting winds 
, and waves but froth ? lmuſt be willing to be 
; enſured 3 if I deſerue not in one way , I de» 


! 


| ſerucit in another, There is a great deale of 


q 


| 


| 


ſelfc loue in de firing that all the world ſhould 
louc vs , and that all ſhould redound to our 
praiſe, Thus this holy ſoule, vnited with Al- 
mighty God, did enzoya ſtrange ſweet interi» 
our peacc and tranquillity of mind whichno 
croſlc accident, couldtake from him, whence 
ſocuer it came , or of what kind ſocuer it was. 
For great croſſes , men come oftentimes 
prepared, when expected before ; but ſtrange 
was his ſweetneſſe and paticnce cuen int trite 
ling matters which the leſſer and lefle the ex- 
peCted they are , they more apt are they to 
tranſport vs vnawatcs. A noble man of his 
Highneſſe the Duke of Sauoy came once to- 
wards cucning to viſit him; and they fell into 
ſmediſcourſe ſo ſerious, that night came vpon 
them ; and the ſeruants forgetting to bring 
in a candle , when the no ne. went his 
wayes, there was no body found to attend v- 
pon them,and the Holy Biſhop was faine to 
cake him by the hand, and helpe him to get 
downe the ſtaires, for it was darke night.One 
would hauc cxpetted he ſhould haue fallen 
tion 
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1 — into a paſſion againſt his ſeruants, or at leaſt 
1 29- haue reprehended them fort heir vnlufferable 


wa neglect , eſpecially in the coniunure of ſo 
8 honourable a,viſite 3 yet they meeting him as 


he came back ; he ſayd nothing to them , but 
onely ; Idoe aſſure you, a halfe-penny-worth 
of candle, would hauc becne no ſmall honour 
to vs. Thus our Saint with a woid betwixt 
jeit and carneſt, put vp that; which would 
baue filld the houſe of another with noiſe and 
clamoutrs. | 

Once hauing riſen very early he made his 
fie himſclfe , and fell on reading by the fire 
light , his ſcruants not bauing left him any 
candle ; afterwards one of his attendants co- 
ang into che chamber, and fading him in 
this condition ; troubled at it complained to 
him,that he had not calld then to attend vpoa 
him, the Saint anſwered , t'is not your fault 
thac 1 cannot ſlecpe, and theitore tis not fit 
I ſhould awake you, if I riſc carlyer then is 
reaſonable. Whenlocuer he required any ſer- 
pice of the leaſt of his ſeruants, t'was alwaycs 
enticating them ,and when he cawe from a- 
broad , or mett themin the ſtreets he alwayes 
pull'd off his cap tofalute them, 

He was a man that did good toall, and 
harme to none, hee would hauc ſold himſclte 
like aS.Paulinus, had it becne neediull for the 
pood of his ncighbour , '{uch an inclination 


hee to doe goad ; not being able to refule * 
any , one, any thing, which lay 1a his power, . 


whether comfort, or ſermon, or any aſſiſtance 
ſpirituall or temporall ; ſaying it was impolſ- 
fible tor him to refule any thing : and oſten- 
times to the preiudice of his health ; not re- 
garding whether bis houres, either of cating, 
or {lecping, were put out of order , by reaſon 
of bulineſlce,in which the gauc himſclicto the 
fit man that aceded him; and when his times 
were of audience, he retuled none, ſent none 
away. what condition focuer they were of, 
ſaying that the tune was as well ſpent in com- 
forting the ſoulc of a poore womwan,or little 
child ;, as of a great rich wiſe man accors 
ding.to the world, 

Hee had in his houſe a man deafe and 
dumbe from his nativity , whom he tooke 
the paines to inſtruct by fignes of the chictc 
myſteryes of our faith, as the Trinity, Incar- 
nation , Paſhon \, Sacrament of Confeſſion 
and Euchaaiſt ; hee himſelfe taking his con- 
feflion, and communicating bim with his ow- 
ne hands; T'is incxplicable what a loue this 
podre man bore to the Saint, and with what 
teares and 1fighs he accompanyed his corps 
after his death, going twice a day morning 
and cucring to pray at his tombe , with in- 
comparable-teruour and dcuotion. And in- 
deed ſuch an indefatigable charity as that was, 
would haue moucda beaſt, could he but bce 
brought to appichend its 


— 


Being vpon a time demanded mony for 
the continuation of the dinine ſeruice in a 
poote pariſh church nigh Geneya, and none 
of his ſcruants being at hand to giue bias any, 
he gaue away the two beſt filyer candleſticks 
of his chappell. He did the like another time 
with his filuer cructts , beſtowing them vpon 
the poore, 


He never was troubleſome to any one,ne- 


ver complained of any one , and was wont 
to ſay that no body, laments his caſe without 
breaking the charity due to ones neighbour. 
He was neuer heard to blame any one , bur 
cxCuſedeuery one; and thoſe who were moſt 
tcoubleſome to bim, and importune , were 
the perſons he ſhewed moſt kindnefſe vato ; 
ſo that it wasakind of proverbe in his houſe, 


that he who would get any thing of him, muſt 


trouble him , or doe him ſome ill turne or 
other. 

From this goodneſle proceeded that ex- 
treme ſweetneile and mecknefle of his , fo 
neceſſary for all thole who command o- 
thers,, and which he did praiſe in ſuch fort, 
that it did not at all preiudice the true and 
holy zeale which he alwayes had, Being in 
his viſit there was one who all ina fury (ce 
vpon him with complaints againſt a certaine 
Prieſt , and hauing ſaid againſt hiaz whatſoe- 
ver his paſſion ſuggeſted , at length fell vpon 
the Clergy, againit whom he inucighed, with 
a thouſand iniucious and opprobrious words 
ſaying that there was not ſo much as one 
Prieſt good for any thing , to which the good 
Prelatanſwerd not Fas, word; at which 
one who was preſcnt being aſtoniſhd fir , 
ſayth he ; mce thinkes you would haue done 
very well, to hauc giuen a very ſound repre» 
heoſion to that infolent fellow, and I belecue 
that cuen you were obliged vato it by your 
office; To which he, without being moucd at 
all made anſwer; you mult know 1 hauc made 
a bargain with ay tclſe , ncuer to ſpeake 
when I find amy felfe fitrred vp to anger , as 
L was, in this occaſion ; But by the grace of 
God,the corre&ion ſhall not bee omitted, 
whetfore calling for bim, he ſpo«.c.in ſuch a 
manner to him , that he caſt hiaſelte at his 
feet , and asked pardon for bis inſolency, 
Being defired to vic his autority and ſpeake 
home to ſome who had carryed themſelueg 
diſcourtecouſly ; would you haue me looſe 
ſayth he , in one quarter of an houre a little 
ſwcetnefſe which tor thele two and twenty 
yeares I bauc been labouring to get; 

Some reprehending him for being too ſweet 


| towards ſuch Prieſts , as were fallen into ſas 


me fault ; hee anſweid; It is better to convert, 
then to puniſh, For, God hee thanked , ſayth 
he, itis very ſeldome that any Prieſts come 
witt crimes defcruing cither death or gallyes ; 
is it got better theato corre them fo , as ” 

WaKxe 
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make them weepe, and ſend them away to | to the poore in almes out of that little, He 
29. make apeneral] confeſſion oh their owneac- | contemned many as alittle earth , and wopld 29 
cord; which makes them reſolve to liuc well; | never all his life take the paines to know any Lan. 
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then onely to puniſhthem, and ſo make them | coine. And his poucrty being reproached ynty ky, 


rather hypocrites then honeſt men? Hee ſay- 
cd, that the ſpirit of ſweetnefle was the true 
ſpirit of God; that in telling one his faults 
there muſt be vſcd loue and ſweernefle , and 
that ſo,good admonitions haue a better efteR, 
For otherwiſe his zeale made him both and 
fly, anddeteſt, and beat downe, as farre as lay 
in him , whatſoeuer was contrary to God , 
and his holy will and honour ; made him 
watch ouer his flocke ; made him ſo abſolute- 
ly exclude from his loue, pleaſures, honours 
and all exteriour goods , that none of them 
poſleſied the leaſt corner of his heart. Nay 
his ſweetneſſe was ſuch, that it extended it 
ſelfe even to vnreaſonable creatures, nor 
would be for a world, either doe himſe]fe,or 
ſuffer others to doe them any barme ; not ſo 
much as to wormes , flyes , doggs or the 
I ke, ſaying, that it was cruelty , atid that one 
could not hurt any cf them, meerly-for a fan- 
cy , Without a veniall finne , becauſe, ſayth 
he, wee take away ſtrom them the enioying 
of that being , which God hath given them, 
without any profit of ours, 

From the meckneſſe of his ſpirit , let vs 
paſſe tothe pouerty of his ſpirit. Hee would 
neuer haue any more then one benefice 
although the revenues of bis Biſhoprick were 
ſo ſmall , that they did ſcarce ſuffiſe for a 
competent maintenance ;zyet with this little , 
he eſteem'd himſelfe as rich, as the richeſt Bi- 
ſhop in France; for Thave,ſayth,he what ſuf - 
feth , andit they have more then I, they ſpend 
more then 1I:nor is it a ſmall commodlty to me, 
that I am not troubled, how to diſpoſe of the 
relidue, at the end of the yeare. He never 
ſought for , and which is' more , never 
would admitt of any cxtraordinaty penſions 
from Princes, inſowuch that the King of 
France, vadciſtanding that he had not three 
hundred pounds a yeare reucnve,, andallot- 
ting hin liberally in penſion as much more , 
the Saint wrote voto the King , thanking his 
Majeſty inthefe termes; that he accepted with 
all poſſible affetion his Maieſtyes noble gilt ; 
but being'it cameina time in which , God be 
tharked, ke was not in want, he humbly beg 
of his Maieſty , that it might remaine in the 
hands of the treaſurer of his Exchequer ; and 
that if hee ſtood in need, he would preſume 
to make vle of 1t. Sore few months before 
he dyed he told one of his moſt intimate 
friends , that be alwaycs had a dcfire tc 
live and dye poore, and that he was ſorry it 
was not ſo, howlocuer that hee would endea- 
vovr to live poore in ſpirit ; for in «ffe& he 
thought bimfelfe rich in that little which hec 
had,and could make a ſhuttto give plentilully 


him, be anſwerd, he ſhould not giue account 


to God of what he had not finger'd : {© he + 


keptneithex coach nor horſe, but in his jou;.. 
neyes was content with ſuch hired horſes ag 
as he could find. His outward garments were 
alwayes very handſome, but all he wore vn. 
der , extreme poore , and ordinarily made of 
ſome old worne gowne or caſſok, nor ever 
did he aske for new , but when they were 
worne , he deſired his ſeruants to mend they, 
He was overjoyed when 1n his joui neyes he 
met with ſome poore Jodging, 1o that he was 
forced to ly in his cloaths, 

His body he treated ſo as to give it what 
was neceſſary to ſerue the ſoule , without 
cither delicacycs or ſuperfluityes. His ditamen 
was,that there is a great deale gained by mor- 


tifications vndergane in little ſufferances and * 


ſo hee would permitt himſelfe to be bitten by 


fleas, and flyes ,eucry where , excepting his 


cyc-btouwes and lipps. He would eat the 
groſſer meats, ſaying he had the ſtomack ofa 
clowne , and that delicate meates were not 
proper for him,that ſo itmight not bee percea- 
ucd that he abſtained to mortify hiofelte, Al- 


though he did make vic of difciplines , and 


his diſcipline ,after his death, was found wor- 


ne, notwithſtanding he eſtecmed muchmore* 
the croſſes which arc ſent vs by God, becauſe 
there is lefſe of our owne selfe-will in it. Wee' 


doe not know, ſfayd hee , for certaine,of what 
wood the croſle of Chriſt was made ; and for 


this reaſon , bclecue , it is, that wee might 


loue all croſſes, which he ſhould ſend vs, alike, 
whatſocuer wood they were made , and that 
wee ſhould not ſay; this crofle is not pleas 
fing, becauſe t'is not of ſuch a wood: and tho- 
ſe which doe come ſo againſt our will , with- 
out our chooſing , wee muſt embrace with 
our whole heart ; and not quitt them till we 
dye; the length of the crofle giues it it's price, 


and wee muſt not be better vied then Chriſt 


was , yet hee was inſeparably faſtned to it 
till death. Nor muſt wee looke ypon what he 


fayd , as bare words ; for his documents, 
were his praftiſes;and the inſtruQtions, which 


hee gaue to others, were his owne actions. 


His vnderſtanding , God was pleased to' 


enlighten, in the myſteries of our Holy Faith, 
with ſomuch clarity, as to cauſe in him cx- 


ceſſiue feruours, extaſyes , and certaine rauiſs 


hings of the will, inexplicable.Strange wasthe 
facility , with which in the midſt ofhis moſt 
diſtra&iue buſineſſes, be could vnite himlelfe 
to God. Hee fayd that tbe true way to ſerve 


God, was to follow him, without any ſenſible 


comforts, or any other light to guide vs, 


then mcerly faith alone ; and therfore be 
| ſingv- 
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|  - fingularly lJoucd deſolations and interiour de- 
| 29. reliftions , although he were indifferent to' 
] lwa* either, yet moſt commonly he enioyed great 
1 > jntcriour ſweetneſſe , which if he recolle&ed 
himſclfe never fo little, did appeare_cuen in 
his countenance. T'is hard to expreiſe thein- 
difference of his will transformed as it were 
into the will of God, preſently acquieſcing, 
with all imaginable tranquillity and peace, 
to whatſoever happened ; and before hand 
remaining in a moſt refigned expeation of 
of what almighty God ſhould bee pleaſed to 
orcaine,in all matters whatſoever , vſing the 
moit efficacious means to bring great watters 
about, for the glory of God; and yet reſting 
=_ when he ſaw they did not ſucceed, And 
o vnivcrſall was this refignation of his, that 
he wat indifferent, eucn inthe point, which 
moſt of all concerned him, his owne progreſle 
in-vertue, contenting himſelte with that per- 
te&ion which God would giue him, and bea- 
ring his deieQs and 1wpertetions with pati- 
efice, after-he had yfed his endeaucurs not to 
fall into them ; not vexing and diſquicting 
his ſoule , and putting it, as [ may lay ,out of 
order. by occaſion of them, but quitting him» 
ſelfe of thera , in ali neace and t:anquillity of 
+ mind , by a ſtayed and ſolid Ms from 
them; eſteeming thoſe impetuous repentan» 
ccs and gricfes, not to proceed ſo much from 
the apprehended greatneſle of the fault , as 
ftom the'impetuoſity or trouble of our incli- 
nations. | | 
" Hee kept exaGtly that of the Prophet Dauid 
| Fatla cogitatum tuum im Domino, et ipſe te enu» 
ttiet. Caſt thy thought wpon God , and be and 
will ndurizh thee , and againe Oculi mei ſemper 
ad Dominum tuoniam ipſe euellet de laqueo pes 
des reos : My eyes are altayes vpun our Lord 


for he will pull my feet ot of the jnare : for 


into'whatſocuer aducifity he fell , he looked | | 
| have bim; nay in the choice of vertnet; he did? 


not vpon his misfortune , but vpon God ; 
t:tting bim, if one may ſay fo , doe what be 
pleaſed , leaving all tohim, aſſuring himſelfe, 
that God would have cate of him, as appeared 
manifeſtly ypon tliolſe occaſions of calum- 
nyes.,in which his reputation Jay at ſtake ., as 


may be feene more at large in our author of | 


his life.Jnfine he loved onely whatGod would 
have , and how God would haue it; which 
in effec ,is to loue nothing cl{e but God; 

- But let vs heare the Saint himſcltc ſpeake 
of this ſubie&. ] covld thinke of nothing this 
morhing ( ſayd he once ) but that eternity of 
happinefſe , which expects vs in the other 
world, yet all init ſeemes little or nothing, in 
compariſon of that vnuariable ,and alwayes 
aRvall lone,of that great God, For,mce thin» 
kes,hell would be hcauen, if wee could lone 
Godin it;and ifthe for tormenting fire of hell, 
were'a fie of the louc of Ged, mee thinkes 
the torment weie to be wilh'd for. Surely we 
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; muſt either dye or loue God. I wov'd either . t, 


(tay within are, that it he hereafter onely for 


| 


7 


hauez my heart torne out of my breaſt , orif it 

this holy luue _ 
And another tiwe ; were there but one 

thread of afte&ion 1n me , not for God and 

from God;0 1 would ſoone pull it out. Did 

I know there were the leaſt bit of my heart, 

not marked with the crucifix , I would-not 

hauc it within me on? ſole moment. And 

againe ; oh what a glorious thing is it , not 

to live but in God , not to labour but in 


God, not to reioyce but in-God. Nor was 


the loue which poſſeſſed his heart properly a 
ſoft and tender love, but geierous and loyal, 
like to that of the Saints in heatiefi; who loue 
much,and never weepe ; although he did not 
disaltlow of teares which deuotion*oriugeth; 
ſaying that Chriſt did himſelie fometimes fall 
into tearcs,to ſhew that he loued themin vs; 
when they proceeded from a well oxderd loue 
And hence it was that-a very *vertuou# 
Prieſt, whohad beene long timehisvonfeſſour; 
and had had a great knowledge of his interi- 
our; did affirme,that hedid nothitigte ſhunne 
hell , nothing toget heauen, but /piitely and 
ſincerily for Gods loue , feating himi Becauſe 
hee, loued him and loving him becaiiſe he de-' 
ved it, Trucly the loue of this bleſſed foule 
made him dye to hiaiſeife, to liue to God; and 
de ſpoile himfelfe of all hutnan-affeQions , 
cuen of the loue of hiaſelfe'; (which ſtickes 
more cloſe ro mari,then the skini tothe fleſh, 
that he might more purely fet all-his-whole 
affetion , and loue vpon God. Having thus- 
quitted all , and/gigen vp all to God, He tooke 
nothing back, but fofatre forthasGod would 
hauc'it; he did not cat, but onely becauſe 
God would haue-it ſo ; he did not tbdy, but 
to helpe his neighbour , and to furprſhhim- 
ſelfe ſo much as he conceaued 'God would: 


not praQtiſe then according tokiffowne in-: 
clination ; but according as he batteyed was 
corformabie to Gods owne defice;eontrary to? 
what tnany doe, who'commontyetibface tho-' 
ſe verttics with which their nature doth moſt 
ſympathize ; by ; which they" cone to bee” 
in danger, to make their ats weerly tratvrall,' 
and looſe the merit of the fuperdatural{ motis : 
ve of the veitue, and conſequently the vers" 
toe itlclte. LO OISES! 
From this ardent charity towardsthe au- 
thor and redeemer of men' , proceeded 
his charity towards men themfetues, for he 
treated all carthly bulineſle, all terrene affai« 
res, with his cycs fixt on heaven, accounting 
all things that are done, all paines that are 
taken for the love of God, to bee the loue of | | 
God itſelfc Hence it came that whatſocuer | 
talents Almighty God had beſtowed ( a1d- he 
had beſtawed on him very great!) all-of theay | 
E he cwftoy« 4 
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employed in the aſſiſtance of his neighbour,&: 
the good of his ſoule : Hence that great loye 
which hee had for his owne Djoceſe, although 
ſituated in a countty , where nothing could 
give him any great fatisfation , but the (a- 
uing of ſoulcs,as pretiousin the fight of God, 
in thoſe rude , and vnplecaſant places , as in 
any part of France or ltaly. And therfore hee 
tooke a ſingular content to be with hisdeare 
flocke, from which he never abſcnted him- 
ſelſe, but ypon important affaics of the ſame 
focke , or. publike concerns of the whole 
Church.Soit was his cuſtome afany occaſions 
calld him out of his Dioceſe, neuer to ſirre 
forth, without giving notice to Rome , vn- 
lefle the command came from Rome itſclfe, as 
divers times by Breucs from the Popes, it 
did. Hee lovied his church as his ſpouſe , and 


tooke a plcaſure to adorne it as well as he | 


copld , and thejfore ſpared out of his owne 
revenue , though very (wall , to make fx 
grcat filuer candleſticks , and a faire lampe, 
beſides very rich church-ſRuffe of cloth of 
old; ; be 
Se cordially lowed thePricſts ofhisDiocele, 
and was wont to lay, that he was Biſhop only 
of bad Pricſts, becauſe he was a father to the 
good ;thoſe needing tobelooked vato with 
a watchfull cye ,thelc deſeruing to be cheti- 
ſhed with a true fatherly or brotherly louc 
Beſides the generall viſit of which wee ſpake, 
which he madein three yeares time, one may 
truely ſay that the whole time of his gouctn- 
ment, was aothingbut a continuall viſit ; for 
cacn in time pt big relidgnce, he would make | 
excurhons bitbes and thither in his Dioceſe , 
according. as. there was gore need of his pre= 
lence, ypgn-emergent occaſions, He was in- | 
fatigable jn þcaripg the confeſſions of all co- 
mers and goers, cxpoiing himfelfc in the con- 
{eſſioneſeat indifpealably all Sundayes and 
holy-daycs of precept , ſpending the whole 
morning in this painfull and profitahle cm- 
ployment. He preached alſo cucry Sunday and 
Holyday , volcfle he did inwtc ſome other 
Prieſt of his Chucch,or Religious man to doe 
it, Beſides: his ſermons on Sundayes , he alſo 
catecbiſed, in ſo ſexioug,lo, profitable, ſofami- 
liar a-Way , that notonely children , butalſo 
men, and :cucn-of the molt learncd, and bcſt 
ioſten3ed wayld bee preſent. For be did not 
onely teach what they ought to beleeye , but 
alſo perſwaded.to live accordingto what they 
belecued zand {o., by his labour, and induſtry 
he did not onely caſt crrour and hereſy , 
out of þis Biſhopricke ; but alſo placed he 
uotion intbe-hcarts of the prople ; infomych 
that whercas before the beſt Catholikes came 
onely onceaycare(according to the indulgent | 
precept of the Church)tothe Sacramcats; af- 
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| nefſj, that they came ynto them, ſothe,euery 


would be ſure to come on that ſolemnity to 
Anncſh, wherſocucr be were;and then would 
carry it himſelfe through the whole towne 
with ſuch devotion and reverence that many 
obſery'd, and afficm'd, that his facc leeme4 to 
ſparkle,and caſt out from it rayes of light;and 
with ſuch toile of his body , that he came 
backall bathed in ſweat, which pierced his 
cloaths, to the; very ſacred ornaments them- 
ſelues, which he wore. Hc was cxtremiely 
knowing and exatt inthe ceremonies of the 
Church ; infine ſo carctull in all things , that 
with the ſame diligence, he performed (mall 
matters as great. 

His paticnce was admirable, in the paines 
he tooke to performe euery part of his duty; 
but incredible in his care of anſwering letters, 
thar came to him from all parts , which he 
anſwered by himſclte, without the helpe of a 
ſecretary : nay his very reading them was a 
toile,there coming to him ſometimes oftwel- 
uc and fifteerie leaves , extreme hard to be 
read; and when he was told that hee tooke 
too much pains, tic anſwerd lam not oblig'd 
to doe any thing clſc whilſt I doe this. Tobe 
ſhort he gauc bimſclſe without reſpite or in- 
termiſſion , to the good of his neighbour ,and 
that with ſuch a cheeriulneſle , that he was 
neuer weary in doing any one, what good he 
could: But all theſe charitable acts,procceded 
from his praycr,and great vaion withAlmigh- 
ty God , which was ncyer kinderd with theſe 
his diſtratiue ecployments. His facility in 
prayer was ſtrange, and his prayer rather paſſs 
ue, then aiue. He affirmed once, that, what 
God wrought in bim ordinarily , was by cct- 
taine lights and feclings, which he did powre 
vpon the ſupcriour part of his ſoule , and that 
the inſerjour had no ſhare in it. 

His recollection was abouc meaſure feri- 
ous , having commonly his mind ſtrongly, 
and cyen totally bent vpon the contempla- 
tion and taſt of heaucnly things. And, ast'is 
ſaid of S, Bernard , that"by rcaſon of his 


| ſtrong attcation , he was little diſtrafted ex- 


teriourly by his ſenſes, ſo that feing , many 
times he did nor ſec; taſting, he did not taſt ; 
ſo,our holy Biſhop was diucrs times obſcru'd, 
not jo mind what he did cat,and thence to bee 
deceiuedin the choice of his meats , for not 
heeding what hee was about, by reaſon of his 
intcriour application to ſpirituall things.Soit 
was, when for a good while togeatber , he 
dip't his bread into a portinger of watet , 
which ſtood by,for ſome other yſe ; another 
time, into the water of ſome poach't cpgs,not 


ter he was Biſbop, they were fo frequented, 


All his Dioceſe aucr , and particularly in An- j} God was pleaſed ſometimes by extcriour lig- 


knowing himſclfc what he tooke ,and Alm: 


ncs 


ſunday and Holyday, and the leaſt deaout, at —_ 
leaſt vpon all chiefe ſolemnityes. Hisdeuotion lay, 
tothe Bleſſed Sacrament was ſingular, andhe ty, 


; 
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| — nes, to make it appeare , how fervent his | 


prayer war.Once vponthe Eue or tealt of the 


| Jaw" gnnuntiztion, having beene a long time in 


prayer, there fell vpon his oratory a fieryball, 
which opend itſelſe , and couer'd him all with 
ſparkes of fire , by which he temaincd fo ab- 
ſorptia God, that,thathight hc could eat no- 
thing at all,nor could he poſſibly difſemble the 
watter, buttold it tocne , who a little after 
came ihto his chamber , whom he was confi» 
dent withall. Another time praying, and wal- 
king in his chamber , he ſaw two pillers of 
fire come from vnder his bed , which for a 
whilc walked on cach fide of hic and difap- 
peared. Whilſt he wasin his cloſet writing his 
booke of the loue of God , he heard behind 
him as it were the bellowing of a bull, which 
made him riſe from his chaire , to ſce what 


che matter was 3 but finding no body nigh 


him, nor being able to diſcoucr any cauſe of 
that noiſe , he could not but belecue, that the | 
divell had cauſedthat roaring. And this hap- 
penedto himtwoor three times, when he was 
buſy about that excellent worke, a true figne 


- of the horrour which the diucll bath of the 


loue of God,and how much he feard the good 
which divers ſoules would reape ,by that ſu- 
bline treatilc. 

And indeed , the diuell did not without 
cauſe feare him, who (as it is held for certaine) 
did txce aboue five hundred , cither poſle((d, 
obſc{id, ot melantholy perſons,from their mi- 
ſery , all of them being cured; after that,the 
Holy Biſhop himiclte , bad heard their con- 
teſſions, then viedſome ſmall exorciſmes, put- 
ting his hand vpon their head, and applying 
ſome rcliques of Saints ; as of Saint Charlcs, 
or others, to the end that the honour of the 
cure might alwayes bee atttibutcd to the me» 
tits of the Saints , with whole teliques he 
touch'd them and not vato himſclte ; ſo much 
did he fly all vanity ; He cored a line girle of 
ſeauen yeares old , of a quotidian ague , by 
giving her his bleſſing , and touching het on 
the face, whilſt ſhe was in her fit; whereupon 


ſhee cryed our, I am eured,the Biſhop of Ge- | 


neua has curct mee; and fo it was ; for'ia that 
inſtant the fit Ieft het, andnener came more. 
This happened , when he war viſiting a dy- 
Rs 90 to his pions cuſtome of 
vitnipg the ficke,cucnthe pooreſt. Hce cured 
one poſſefid , by only touching her throat, 
and giving bct hisbenediftion, He cured one 
ficke of the palſy, who was not able-to ftand 
vpon his legges , cauſing hiay to be Gptyen 
the credence of his chappell, hcarirrg his con- 
icſkon ,and giving him bis bleſſing , the man 
1cturning fate and found. Another of the fa- 


- . we diſeaſe he cured by touching him , and 
_ praying for him; but both theſe he ſent to the 


ſepaicher of Saint Andrew of Antioch, whoſe 
teliques arc kept in a Church of Angeſſ, 


that ſo the honour of the cure might be attri- 
buted to the Saint and not to him ; for it 


did exceſſively dilpleaſe him that it ſhould be Ianva- 
thought,that miracles were done by his mea» AT: 


nes , or that others ſhould ſpeake of ſuch cy- 
res 1n his preſence ; and whenany one would 
bring in ſuch diſcourſe , how confident ſoc- 
uer hee was with him,he would divert ut , and 
attribute the cure to other caules. There was 
aPricit in his Dioceſe out of himaſclfe , and fo 
wad that he broke cuen the irotis with which 
he was tyed;To auoidthe ſcandall,be was ſhut 
vp in a aroome;for this miſerable man, would 
(trippe himſelfe ſtarke naked , and goe a- 


| bout the ſtreets, and like a bog , wallow 


hicaſelle in the mire, The holy man went 
to vilit hid, and by a window calld to him, 
put his hand vpon his head , and ſayd vnto 
him to this purpoſe; By the grace and fauqur 
of God you ae cured. which was found to 
bee moſt true , for the dore of the chawbet 
being open'd, he came out quite well , as 
mild and peaccable as alambe, without cuer 
falling into his atadneffe agaiac, Such infine 
wasthe deuotion of the people towards our 
Holy Biſhop, that often they would bring 
their beads to his ſeruants , to bee put in his 
pockets, when he was retired , that they 
might ly but a nightthere,and they would as- 
ke his handkerchirtes of his brother, thatthey 
might touch their ſicke with them , havin 
by duucrs experiences found, the eaſe which 
they reccaued by the applying of them. 

Nor was he lefſe powerfullin the cure of 
ſoules,then of bodyes, ſuch force had his prays 
ers with Alm: God, as may appcare by what 
isrccouatcd in his life , which is in the late 
edition of Saints lines ſet outin French by F. 
Antony Girard of the Society of Ieſus, inthe 
year one thouland fix hundred fifty nine. 

There was a Lady , which indeed was 
ſoule-ſicke,for ſhee bad asked to be receaued 
into the Monaſtery of Anncſl , and order of 
the Viſuation ; but afterwards was growne 
ſtone cold , and had alterd her rcefolutions. 
She cawe , and heard his Maſſe, and receaved 
at bis hands, and at the time of her communi» 
on , God waspleafed ſo to open her eyes as to 
let her fee the vanity of the wortd ,and the 


| great happincſle of a Religious Rate , wher- 
pon ſhee bewailes her former negleR,in not 


concurring with the dine inſpirations, and 
finds herſclfe fo mouecd, that it was impoſſible 
for her, aly more to refiſt God, who call'd her 
to Religion, fo that ſhe demands the habit, is 


| receaucd, and afterwards lincd inthe order, 


with greatedification, And that you may ſee 
this came by the prayers of our holy Bifhop x 
hee bimlclfe giging thankes to God for it , 
ſayed , God granted her vato mee when L 
gaueher the Communion. | 
Now as his vertucs were admirable , fo 
Was 
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was the eſteeme extraordinary which others 
had, both of his ſanctity and learning. It was 
iudge'd by diners perſons of worth , after his 
death , and the death of Cardinall Perron, 
that hardly would there be found other Pre- 
lates,of like abilityes, to whom they might 
bave recourſe with like ſecurity, in emergeat 
difticultyes and controuerlyes of xcligion. 
He was infine conſulted as an oracle for 
vertue and learning , and divers did with a 
ſingular confidence declare vnto him the in» 
tc1icur of their ſoule , and receaue advices 
neceflary for their good , and perteRion. 
There was an infinity of foules in the chiefeſt 
townesin France, and other countryes, who 
did not guide themſclues , but by his advices 
and dirction , which he re refuſed to none, 
if he thovghtit for their good, and their pro» 
oreſſcin vertue. Many Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
and other great Prelates of the Church, came 
to viſit him at Anneſſ,, to conferre with him 
about the affaires of their Dioceſes,and their 
owne particulars; divers of them taking bim 
for their father and maſter, 
A peilon in dignity ( for fo much was 
knowne of him ) came a hundred leagues to 
weet with him , and having appointed the 
ſpeak houſe of the Nunnes of the Viſitation, 
their for fix whole houres confef(y vnto him, 
retuand back , and was ncuer knowne from 
that time to this in particular who he was: 
The Saint being at Lions, an Ecclchaſticall 
perſon came on fect purpole as farre as from 
Boarges to Lions, mecerly to haue a fight of 
him too ke ag opportunity to bee ouer againſt 
him a « hole dinner time ; the better to view 
him at his leaſure ; and content-with this 
alone, returned back aboundantly fatisfyed, 
without any father requeſt or ſearch. So 
powertuily , did his . vertue. draw foules 
vnto it , and even his very look:s ſatisfy ; 
which we muſt not wonder at , when even 
heretikes themſclues, encwmycs of our Reli- 
gion did not onely approuc , but cucn ad- 
mire his ſandity. | 

Being vpon a journey,andentring into an 
Inne , certaine Caluinitts being: in the ſamc 
place ,er:quired who hee was?and vnderitan- 
ding that -e was the Biſhop of Geneuaz0 ſayd 


they, it al! Ec. [cftaſticall perſons were like 


him,we ſhoul\} ſoone all be Catholiques. And 


cucanow tieceauc a letter(ſayth our author) - 


from a perſon worthy of credit, who tells me 
that the very night of his writing it, these 
were in Anncſh; two of the chiefe of Geneva 
towne, whoalthough ofa contrary religion, 
call'd him Saint, and fayd that che ſplendour 
of his vertues was manifeſt to all; that his car- 


'riape, modeſty, grauity, goodnefle , vpright- 
'n«ſſe gauc an ample teſtimony of what hee 


was, and that in their towne of Geneua he 


was more lamented , then peihaps in Anneſſh, 


it ſelfe. Such power hath vertue , euen over- 
its aduerſaryes, to force their tongues to 
ſpeake truth, and their hearts to love, 

A tamousMiniſter of Languedoc, fpeakin 
of our holy Biſhop , vſed theſe words. The 
goodneflc and ſweetnefſe of that foule appe. 
ars in his writings , and were he not too 
much afte&ed to the Church of Rome he 
were a perteat man. 

The Saint had an excellent naturall talept 
in ſpeaking, notwithltanding it was the great 
opinion ot his ſanficy,which made men beatre 
lo profound a reverence and yeeld luchan 
ablolute ſubmiſſion to his words , that he 


tainc Lady was extiemely diſquicted with 
ſcruples, and with an opinion that ſhe ſhould 
bee damned; declaring Eerfelte vnto the holy 
"Biſbop, was freed from this troubleſome tens 
tation, by his oncly ſaying vato her, thatto 
ſave her ſoule, ſhee muſt looſe it, and when 
ſhe would kaue beene more fully inſtructed 
by him ; No, fayth be, that's enough ; for you 
{and morc in need of bumility, and ſubmiſſi« 
on , then of reaſons; and with this alone 
ſhce parted lyom him, comlorted and quieted 
Another. he cured troubled with the ſame 
tentution , by only ſaying to her , Put your 
ſclic in an indifference , and acquicſce to 
what God plcaſcth , ſhce remaining ther» 
vpon, and perſcuering afterwards in a great 
quiet of mind. And the truth is,he had a ſtran- 
ge power and dexterity in compoſing and 
comforting ſoules , cucn the weakeſt, by his 
words; which have curcd an infinity of ſuch 
maladies. He ſaid that weomen in particular 
deſerued fpizituall afliftance, becauſe they are 
more. eaſily drawne to picty and devotion 
then mcn , for theſe pretend too bee too 
wiſe,and rely too much vpon their owne ind» 
gments, which certainly he deemedto bee a 
great obſtacle to vertue., he himſelfe , as wiſe 
and as-profoundly learned as he was, viing 
a ſtrange , though prudent fimplicity in his 
proceedings, not diidaining to conuerſe of 
ſpirituall matters with ſimple people , with 
dull and ignorant perſons , accommodating 
himſelfe to the capacity of thoſe he dealt 
withall : cafily givingcredit to miracles, and 
other extraordinaty.graces and fagours, which 
Gods ſervants reccane from his diuine good 
| nefle.,, when ſuch matters were written , 
or atteſted by perſons worthy of belick: ; 
not making difficulty to ſubmit his iudg- 
ment, to the belicte of things, though not 
within the reach of our ſenſes , or ſurpaſling 
our vnderſtanding , notwithſtanding that he 
bad a reach and capacity as great, and greate!, 
t1en an infinity of others, who pretend to bee 
the wits of the times, and cenſure , hand &, 
wer head, as they liſt themſelues whatſocur! 
they doe not vadeiſtand, and therfore with» 
_—_ 


wrought wondezs vpon their minds. A cer- 
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1.-- outdifficulty,ſetting downe ſometimes in his 
1 29 bookes, relations which hauc beene written 
lxva- of holy perſons, although neither receaued, 
1 xY. nor approoucd by the vulgar of our learned 


jgnorants , who are pleaſed to hold for fabu- 
lous, w batſoeuer doth not ly within the nar» 
row compals of their owne brainepan. 

And now having by way of a diverſion, 
eptcrtained our felues , in tuking a view 
of his eminent vertues ,as much as ſome 
ſhort reflections vpon different paſſages of 
his life would permit, let vs returne to the 
more orderd hiſtorical] ſeries of his life, At 
what time then that he laboured in the toun- 
ding of his owne Order, at the ſame he caſt 
about how to reforme others in his Dioce- 
ſe ,wbich he ſaw were any wayes fallen from 
theic primitive ſpirit , and ancient Religious 
obſeruance. This hee did partly by fervent ex- 
hortations, partly by prudent and wholſoine 
counſailes ; in which he proceeded with fo 
much both z:alc , and diſcretion, that in his 
daycs many Monaſteryesdid accept of a re- 
formation ; and where religious diſcipline 
was fo decayed as to be almoſt loſt, there was 
it reſtore1) againe to-it's firſt vigour, Not con- 
tent with this , but defrrous that all the mem» 
bers of his Dioce'e , ſhould profeſle a true 


Chriſtian piety , in abſtainiog from vice, and * 


leading lives. worthy of ſo higha calling; and 


refle&King bow much to this conduceth'the | 


good educazion of youth ; he procured ,that 
by order from-the Duke of Sauoy, the Rege</ 
read Fathers of the - Congtegation of Saint 
Paul, otherwiſe call'd Barnabites;(hould: be 


brought in:0-the Colledge of Anneſl: , there | 


to bring vp youth in vertue ;/and learning 3 


and withall to have ſome care of his Religious” 


of the Viſfitationz which wasdone accordinge” 
ly in. the! yeare -one thoufanG fix! hundred: 
and fourtcene-; theſe Fathers correſponiing. 
with.the expeQation , which all:bad of them. 
; A yeare before ay hich: wasthe yrarethire' 
teenc, he tooke atourney as farreas Milan, to 
viſit the Sepulcher of Saint: Charles Borro- 
mzus , a Saint whom our: Biſhop did honour 
witha fingular deuotioq1 propoting bir for: 
the patternegf bis ations}, as one whom be 
did not-ogely admire, but alfo imitate, as well 
in his owne particular progrefle;and the orde-' 
ring of his ſogle, as in the goucrnenent of: bis 
Diocele , as. much-as tho-genius ofthe people 
he governd would -permit; Having | heete 
then viſited the baly body of this Saint,whis»: 
ther a!l the counuy flocketh farce and nee- 
re, and implored the affiftance of th18 great: 
Prelat, in the guiding of bis flock; and per. 
tormed his devotions much- to his ſpiritoall 
content he returned bome;andtben let vpon. 
the compoundivg that incomparable booke 


of his, call'd the Loue of God-; which came 


nat to light till the year fix kundred and 


ſome parcells of time, amidſt his continual 


ger ſufficiently admired. Our avthcur heere 
enlargeth himſelfe very much in praiſe of it, 


that place to this purpoſe. There ( in that 
booke)ſayth the author,he reprcſeateth, as in 
ſo many ſacred piftures, the hiſtory cf the 
beginning, encreale, decreaſe , operations , 
proprictyes, advantages and excellencyes of 
divine loue : and all fo diginely , that no 
body before him cuer did , no body alter hi.a 
ever will reach it. | 

Sauoye, in the mane time, being threat- 
ned with warres and deſolation ; the Saint 
zſſured, as it were by a propheticall ſpirit, 
that it would come to nothing , and that all 
would be appeaſed within the ſmall time 
which he prefixd, and ſo ittell out,beyond all 
expeaation. His cldeſt brother, whom he lo- 
ved dearly dying about this time, he could not 
containe his teares , yet ſtopping all vabii-+ 
died griefe , joyning his hands , andlifting vp 
his eyes to beauen, withall poſſible peace of 
mind he. ſpake thefe words. Ita Pater quo« 
niam fic placitum fuitante te and a while ater; 
the ſamewhich he vſed vpon the death of his 
mother, *Obmutui 7” non aperui os meun 
quoniam tu feciſti.So |ct it be , heauenly Fa« 
thet , becauſe it is your will and pleaſure. I 
held ®y Peace, and did not ſo much as open 
my mouth! ; becauſe.it was done by you. I 
adore and reverence the (ecretsof your diui- 
ne wifedome , which I canuot penetrate. 

After this/he was invited by the Parlament 
of Grenoble to preach Lent in their towne, 
which he'did to the like conient and fatisface 
tion of all; as we ſayd before , he had done at 
Dijon ; ſpending his whole time in the affiſ* 


tance his fieighbour , as'fie had done there 


The fame might be ſayd, if wee would en- 
large our felyes vpon' it, of his ſtay at Paris 
whither ( being returned to his Biſbopricke 
from Grenoble )he went at the Duke of Sa» 
voyes-defrre', with the Sardinall his ſonne , 


who went'to 'demand in matriage the Lady © 
Chriſtina, fiſter tothe King of France, for the 
| Prince' Uifor Amecdevs , tor t'is incredible, 


how-this Saiot during bis tay there, which 
was abotita twelue-month, beitirred himiſclfe 
to the' vnſpeikable good of his neighbour, 
and'theplory of God ; now by ſpirituall con- 
ferences; theb by generall Confeſſions ; one 
time in anſwering caſes'of conſcience ; anos 
ther ini euritg ſcruples and temptations; hee- 
re viſiting Motafteryes,there comforting ſick 
and dyingperfoas; finally, by his inſtruQions, 
leading wany ſoules to the true perteion: of 
2 Chriſtian lifes 


—_— 


And that wee way gueſlc of his other t- 
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employments which calld vpon him, to finiſh Ianva- 


this treatiſe: 8 worke to ſpeake the truth, ne. 87 


[ will only cite ſome few words of his, out of 
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bours,by hispreaching onely;thoſc who were 
commonly about him , did obſeruc, that in 
that yeare in which he was at Paris, he did 
very nigh preach as many ſermons , as there 
were dayes inthe yearc; not that he prenched 
cucry day , but that ſometimes preaching 
twice, ſometimes thrice a day, they came to 
be,one with another,almoſt, as many ſermons 
as he ſtayed dayes in towne ;and queſtion- 
leſſe, his other good woikes were with pro- 
portion ; to ſay nothing of his converſions 
of Heretikes , awongſt whom he converted a 
gentleman fo reſolute , as to hauc fayd in 
mockery , that if the Biſhop of Geneua con- 
uerted him, he would worke a greatcr mira- 
cles then cucr S. Peter wrought, but wiraclc 
or not miracle, great or little ; the converſion 
was wrought, and he forced to yeeld vnto the 
truth declared by the mouth of one,whio could: 
ſo well deliver it; and confirme it , as well by 
his vertuous aftions , as his ſolid reaſons, 

And indeed,the grear ones of the Court;all 
the Clergy,cuen the greateſt Prelates lookt 
vpon him asan oracle ;calld him their father, 
and as to ſuch gaue him the precedence and 
the firſt place in all meetings: 

Theſe eminent qualityes of his, made thee 


King of France his fiſter,a little'after her mari» | 


ave with conſent of her father in law the Du- 
ke of Sauoye,and her husband Prince of Pie- 
mont, defire to baue him with her , in quality | 
ofher Grand Almoner. But the holy Biſhop 
repreſented ynto her , the obligation be bad 
to tac'care himſclfe in perſon of the flock , 
with which our Lord had intruſted him; with 
whom: he was commanded torefide by the ſu- 
preme Paſtourof ail ſoules, who was one day 
to take a ſtrickt account of him, in regard of 
all thoſe whom he had committed to his char- 
ge. Which reaſon ſatisfyed this vertuous Lady, 
yet did not hinder , but that ſhe would hauc 
him beare the name, although he did not ex- 
erciſe the funfion 3; ſo that hee he returned 
to his, Biſhoprick againe,and to his ordinary 
labours. | 

In the yeare one thouſand fix bundred 
twenty two, and the lat of his life, bis Holi- 
nefſe Gregory the fiftenth , by a Breue, com- 


-manded him to preſide in his name, at the: 


Generall chapter of our Congregation which 


was held in the Abby of Pignerol, and ended. 
to his great ſatisfaion and ours, Returning 


from Pignerol he fell very fick at Turin , and 
having paſlcd there the reſt of the ſummer, 
came to Anneſſi, but much changed, as being 
become vaweldy , with much heavineſſe and 
wearineſle;lt ſeemed that Almighty God gave 
him ſome particular notice or fore« light of his 


death , for preſently vpon his returne, euery | 
night ſhutting himſelfe vp in his chamber 4 


with his brother, who was to bee his ſucceſ- 
ſour in the Biſhoprick, he inſtruted him in 


| whatſoeuer might concerne as well his owne 
which he was to leaue in his bands, and 


Brother ,t'1s time now that I ſhould tell you 
whatI know , for who can tell when it will 
ſound to a retreat? 

— Andnow his aſpirations, with a&t of the 
the louc ofGod, were more frequent, and mcre 
vehement with him , them ordinary ; his re. 
colle&ion greater ;and being asked what hee 
ailed, and what made him as it ſeemed more 
melancholy , then he was wont to bee? he 
anſwered, No; 1 amnot, butI remaine atien- 
tive, and harken when the houre of my de- 
parture will ſtrike. Hee began to inſtall his 
brother in his office , making him doe moſt 
of the Epiſcopall funRions in his preſence ; 
notwithſtanding, with an invincible courage, 
ſharing with him the diſpatching of buline(- 
{ce ; how ſocyer ſomewhat more at caſe then 
before. But this reſt was ſoone broken off, 
the Duke of Savoy , who was to meet his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty at Avignon, ordering him 
to goe thither, Hee obeyeth , but before ,fo 
{cttleth affaires , as if he wete to returne no 
more, And' there: were very grounded con- 
icures, that our Lord, by ſome extraordinary 
way, had fignifyed vato him the time of his 
death, He told his brother,that if hee fell ſicke 
in this voyage , infallibly he ſhould dye, and 
giving bis lat benedition to acuratc, he ſayd, 
'weehall ſee one atiother no more. The day 
before he went, he gauc a very rich piece of 
Church ſtuffc tothe Religious of the Vilitati» 
on. He makes his will and teſtament, by which 
he ordereth, that in caſe the moſt holy and 
onely truc Religion, Catholike, Apoſtolike , 
and Romanie (they arc his termes) bee reeſta- 
bliſhed in the Citty of Geneua, after his death; 
that then his body be buryed in his Cathedrall 
Church;if not, inthe midſt of the body of the 
Church of the Viſitation, conſecrated by him 
in Anneſſ. And afterwards, approoving, ſayth 
hce , with my whole heart the ſacred cere- 
monics of the Church; Jorderthat at my bu« 


| riall , thirteene torches be carryed, and'put 


about my hearfe, without any other ſcutche- 
ons;then'of the name of Teſvs; to teſtifythat 
I doe with my whole heart; embrace the faith 
preachd by the Apoſtles. But orrthe otherfide, 
deteſting | the vanitycs , and ſuperfluitycs, 
which men hav introduced into the holy ce- 
remonycs, | doe moſt expreſſely forbid , all 
other ſorts of lights whatſocuer ,to bec vſcd 
at. my funeralls, entreating my friends, and 
'kinsfolk, and charging my heyres to addno- 
 thing,and to employ their picty towards mc, 
in praycrs and almes,and aboue all, in procu- 
ring maſſes to be ſayd for me. He diuideth bis 


irmmoucable goods into three equall parts,& 
leaucth them vato his two brothers, and the 
children 


particular good,as the good of hisdeare flock, * 


Y, 


. | fo Jaxys, 
told him, ſpeaking familiarly with bim; come «; 
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= children of the third, who wasdead. And this 
29- was his laſt will; which done , he takes leauc 
lwA* of his brother, as if he were neyer to ſee him 
il more; theſame he did with his deare Religi- 


ous of the Uifitation , the ſame with his be- 
loued brethren the.Canons of the Cathedrall, 
and the reſt of his ifriends , who parted with 
him with teares in their eyes , doubting whe- 
ther ever they ſhould ſee him apaine. 
Being come to Avignon ,-whilſt his fol- 
lowers were ſeeing the ſolemne and mapnifi- 
cent entry of the King, he, inthe meane time, 
ſhut himlelte vp in his chamber, having his 
ſoule fixcd on higher matters. Afterwards , he 
zxeturnedto Lions, in company of the Prince 
Cardinall of Savoye , there refuſing all more 
commodious lodgings, to be nigher his deare 
children , the Religions of the viſitation , he 
contented himfelfe with the chamber, wherin 
theic gardiner lodged , ſuch a friend was hee” 
of poverty, and ſo did God comply with the 
delice , he had had many yeares before , to 
dycina poore: Condition. In the meane time 
he giues hia\ſelfe to the praQtiſe of his ordina- 


ry exerciſes ; preacheth on Chriſtmaſle night ' 


atS. Mary's, on the morning heares the con« 
feſhon of the Prince of Pietnont ; communi- 


cateth him and his Lady ; and the next day 1 


(S:Stecuen's) had fpirituall conference with” 


halfe at night, till ſeauen; im which he tooke- 
his leave of thema;/dind that his laſt, athe ſayd , 

being to goe away the heft day; giving them 
rare inſtrutions propet toad Religious life; 
Being iuft ypondepatting;th 
tell them ſomething, which be defired ſhould 


ſicke by them andremaine imprinted in their ' 


minds hereafter what will you have me tell! 
you,ſayth hee? Fave already told.you all, in 
theſe two words;todefite hothirig & to refuſe 
nothing;] know not whatelſe tote!l you. Doe 


you ſre the lite I £5y$in thetribthe accepts | 
ofthe incommodity of the weather, cold, and 


whatſoever cl{c his eternal! fhh6+ petmitteth 
to befall him;nordothhe refuſe the little com- 
forts whith' his mother gives him; and yer it 
is not written'that he did cuer ſtretch out his 


bands after his'mothersbreafts, butTeft all that,” 


to her.care andfore-caſt 3 and ſo muſt wee ; 
defirenothing,and refuſe nothing, but ſuffer 
What God ſhall ſend vs. This was his maxine 
in-regard of all carthly things. The next day” 
(which was S. Iohn Evangeliſt's) having ſayd * 
Maſſe, and beene with his Prince , he came 
home to his poore lodging; where being as: 
ked by one who' waited ot hied , whether he' 
would not put on his bootes, for he was to' 
returne that day for Anneſli, he anſwered, let 
vs putthem on fince you will hauc it ſo, but 
we ſhall not goe very faire. | 

After dinner , he fell on writing a good 
while , and being in bis cloſet , was ſtruck 


they ptefied him to 


with a true apoplexy , with which the Phy- 
1tians had threatned him , long before. His 
followers came about him , and brought him 


little to himſelfe againe , they were forced 
to put bim to bed; and by midnight he recea- 


next day aſter , which was the feaſt, of holy 
Innocents, he grew worſe, and the moſt vios« 
[ent remedyes, vicd in ſuch letharpgicall diſca- 
ſes, were applycd vnto hiw, but all in vaine; 


ber he yeelded vp bis ſoule into his Creatours 
hands, who had created it to be a great inſtru« 
ment of his glory. He died in the fix and fif- 


yeares Biſhop, Hee was aſſiſted vpon this ac- 


then by thoſe of our order , who remained 
with him,till bis death. | or 
In this laſt ſickneſſe it appeared in what an 


tue of the good habits, which it hag acquired 
before. For although for the molt part , he 
were as it were ina trance, by reaſon ot the 
lethargy , yet when awake , he let nota mo- 
ment ſlip without ſpenging it in prayer , 


| and high afts of moſt excellent vertues, Par- 
his deare Religious, from five a clock and a 1 


| ticularly his afts of pati-nce were altogea- 
ther admirable; for the Phyfitians ſeing , he 
was in a defpetate condition , made is alſo 
of remedyes as' deſperate , which put him 
t6 an exceſſſue' torture” eg9dured notwith» 
ſtanding by le with an invincible couta- 
ge; With a plaſter of cantaridee they pull'd 
off the sKih; from his' head ; they tore his 
ſhoulders and lepgs by force of friftions; they 
| once in the nape bf the neck another time in 
thehead\, ſo deepe, atto burne his very ſcull; 
not in all' this _ and mangling of his 
fl: (h, did he ever complaine or ſhew any figne 
of impatience 3 yet the 'paine was ſo great, ay 


onely the laſt time that they applycd the fiery 
button, he cryed Irsvs Maria , praftifing to 


fore to his deare Religious, to aske nothi 


he refuſed no tortient , how violent fo cucr. 


it were and repugnant to nature y and al-' 


thouþh he had-rendred ſome broth , which 
he had taken. before ; png ſoo- 
ac ater, he tooke' ſomeioathſome phylick by 
ſpoonfulls at the phyfitian's order , without 
the leaſt igne of ſqueamiſhneſſe or refuſal. 
His humility like his patience. Father Mani- 
lier ofthe Society of Leſus , having asked him 


mine fi adbuc populo tuo ſum Beceſſarius ow 


recuſo laborem ,Loid. it T am yet necetlary for 
yout 


to his chamber , where although he came'a | 


for, on the ſame feaſt ,at eight of the clock at 
night, being the eight and twentith of Decem- 


tyeth yeare of his age, having becne twenty | 


cident firſt by the Fathers of the Socicty leſus, 


heroicd1l manner his {ule did worke, by ver= 


burtt him with a cavuteriZinig iron red hot, 


to make'the teares trickle downe his cheekes: 


| a haire ,' the dofttine which he had given be+_ 


and to refuſe riothing , for he asked no eale,_ 


whether he would ſay with Saint Martin Do+ 


ved abſolution, and Extreme. YnRion, The 


| 
| 
wi 
| 
| 
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your people, I refuſe not labour; he made an+ 


. lwer , I willnot ſay it, I amneither neceſlary, 


Janva- 
RY. 


nor profitable, Iam altogeather vnprofitable. 

Being opend, all the bile or choler in the 
little bagg of the gall, was found petrityed, 
without one drop ot liquide, all that matter 
being turnd , as it appeard, into little ſtones 
of different figures, to the number of two 


bundred, rankd in order as they (ay, like voto. 


a paire of beads. An aflvied token of the ec x- 
treme {weetneſſe of our holy Biſhop , who 
made it appeare 1n all his ations, that he was 
truely without all gall and bitterneſle, 

The citty of Lions would have kept bis holy 
body in their towne , but his will being read, 
they gaue way, it ſhould be carryed to Anneſſ,, 
according to his owne defire;diuers perſons of 
honour conducting it part of the way, out of 
Lions ,and the people in the wayes by which 
it paſſed, flocking toit, to reuerence it, as a 


| 


holy body, and calling vpon him, to pray for . 


them, The people ot Anneſſi came forth to 
meet the corps,and conduaed it nolefle with 
powpe-and folemnity, then with fighs and 
teares, HisYuneralls were moſt ſolemnly cele- 
brated , and his body , according to his deſire 
wasplaced in the Church of his Religious of 
the Viſitation, but after ſome time, transterred 
to the epiſtle tide: of the altar , where our 
Loid by the mctits, of his Saint , doth daily 
beſtow extraordinaty and miraculous fa- 
uours on thoſe who call vpon him, 


— —— 


 ſe)our ſaint appeared vnto himall in glory, ſhi- 


ning like the ſunne;drefit in his rochet, a whi. 
te ſtole about his necke , beſet with precious 


ſtones, a ſerene countenance expreſſing joy ty, | 


mixt with a ſweet grauity: whereupon, be ad- 
dreſſt himiclte vato him with that Anthymne 
of the Church, Sacerdos et Pontifex, &c. and 
Maſle ended , told him who had ſerud him, 
that the Biſhop ot Geneua was dead. Others 
bauec ſayd, they have had the like apparntiong, 
which will haue authority , according to the 


worth of the perſons who declare it , and 


thoſe who deliucr it trom them. His body be- 
ing in tbe Charch ot his Religious, a very 
worthy man of the Clergy , Cuiate of Tho- 
non, which is in the territory ot Geneua, had 
a deuotion to viſit his ſepulcher , withall in» 
tending to ſay Mafle fos bis foule ; but as he 
was going into the Church, ina blacke veſt- 
ment , as reſoluing to lay tor the dead, he 
was vpon a ſuddaine firackea with ſucha 
dimneſfle , that -he ct bis corporall , patcne, 
and hoſt fall, which with muchadoc he got 
vp againe from the ground , ſcarce knowing 
what hee did , by reaſon of this dimneſic of 


| bis fight , which continued cjll he came tothe 


Altar , whither being come , and not well 
knowing what to refolue ypon,he found him- 
ſe|fc interiourly 1aſpired, as it one had ſpoken 
to his heart , and told him ; that bee muit fay 


| Maſlc of Saint Romvaldus , whote feaſt the 


. The bigheſteeme, which all,as well nobil-. 


lity as common people had, conceiued of his 


ſanity , appcard by the cagerneſle there was. 


amoryp all, after his death., to get ſome of his 


holy rchiKes ; and happy the man , whocould 


et apiece of h1s garment, or any thing which 
cc had touched. Means were'made from Ro- 


me , Paris, and other parts,pf France , from | 


Flanders, Switzerland , Millan; Picmont, for 
ſome of his bloud , bowells or garments, 
The Duke of Sauoye ſayd, that he lamented 
his deceaſe, with teaics of bloud, ſo highly 
did hee eſteeme him. His brother, axtus 26 
in the Biſhoprick , receaued from different 
places about three hundred letters, in rclati- 


on to his death , from Princesand Prince fles , 


Nuncios, Archbiſhops ,, Biſhops , Prelates 
Lords and Ladyes of diftercnt countryes, in 
which,cxccpting two or three, he was ſtiled 
Sajnt , great Saint,or at leaſt thrice happy 
Biſhop, all- ſo vnanimouſly agreeing in this 
point. , 

A Religious man of the order of $. Benedid, 
who had beene heerctofore Priour,and aper- 
ſon of worth ,and great vertue , hath decla» 
red ,tbat on the bf otIanyary, of the yeare 
tollowing, that is,foure dayes after the death 
of the holy Biſhop, being at Maſle , and in his 
fiſt Memento recommending to God his rc- 
Ccoucty (tor he had oncly heard of his fickneſ- 


—_— — 


Churchcclebiated that day, becaulc 1he holy 
Biſhop, for whom he pretended-to ſay Male, 
did not need his prayers, baving beene recca- 
ved into the. ſociety of the Bleſſed, Where» 
vpon reſolving accordingly , his fight xeturnd 
to him againe, and veſted as he was in black, 
he ſayd the Maſlc of the day with extraordi- 


' Dary feeling of deuotion-, and comfort. 


Although, ſor brevity fake ,'wee doc not 


intend to ſpecify any of thote fauours reccas 


ued by his interceſſion , according to the aus 
thor, yet oneof that nature we. cannot omits, 
which the author bimſclfe,the foremen tioned 
Generall ſetteth downe, as done vato bimſch 
fe. Hee affirmeth then that within lefſe thena 
yeare afterthe Saints death, coming in his rc- 
turne from Italy, into Paris, wherc the plaguc 
had raged ſomewhat vielently , he found v- 
ponaluddaine,goivg along the ſtreets, akind 
of bard lump in the pit of his Romack, witha 
ſwelling and- inflammation ronnd about , 
which cauſcd a certaine giddinefſe and tur- 
ning round .or ſwimming of-the head , bad 
{ymptones enough , _ which could pro- 
pnoſticatec little good in thoſe circumſtances. 
An able Phyfitjan told him plaioly , it might 
come from the malignity of the aire, and wir 
ſhed him , preſently to ſirenghten hiwſclte 
with cordialls,to purge, and let bloud.Being 
returnd late to his Monaſtery , and reflecting 
that hee had a good pcece of the liver _ 

oy 


— 
29, 
Iaxys. 


| 
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— holy Biſhop , which he kept very chatily , } 

29- drawes it out of the box, applyes it to his 

la" fore; and there letsit lye all night the next 

&!. morning , finds the paine and inflammation 
aſſwagd ;and all in a ſhort time yaniſhd,wi- 
thout applying afiy remedy intcrnall orexter- 
nall al all. , | ". 

And thus miich out of this exccllentau- 
thor in praiſe of our Saiat. .1 can not chooſe 
but adde in bricfe ſome few things more which 
as they arc bighly to bis glory, ſo their autho-» 
rity is fatre greater then any other, as being 
the holy Churche's, in the Icflons of his offi- 
ce. One is the perpetuall vow : of chaſtity , 
which he made at Patis, renewed at Loretto, 
aod kept inſpite of all the deccits of the di- 

\ _uell,, and allurements of (ſenſe, A'ſecond ; his 
refuſall of an eminent dignity , in the Senate 
of Sauoy. A third , in his Apoſtolicall cxpe- 
ditions about Geneva, being ſought for oſten 
by the heretikes,, with intention to make bi 
away. A fourth ;that it is ſayd, he converted 
ſeaucnty two thouſand heretikes to the Ca- 
tholike faith. Thefifth, and laſt that his body 
placed in the Church of Anneſſi began pre- 
ſently to bee famous with miracles ; which 
legally approoucd by Alexander the ſeauenth 
Pope , he was canonized for a Saint ; and the 
nine-and twentieth of lanuary appointed. for 
his feaſt, which 1s yp thoughout the whole 
Church with z Matic and Office. 
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— THE LIFE OF S. ANDR Ew 
#*  CORSINPS of the Order of Carme- 
arvakr,” Lites Bishop of Fieſoli , Confeſſour. 


ay HE Bleſſed S. Andrew Corfr- 
» us,of the Order of Carmelites, 
5 was borne. in Florence ; his fa- 
ther Nicolas ; his mother Pcle- 
—_—_ grina were of the noble family 
of the Corſini , and more noble for being 
perſons fearing God. Thisdeuout couple. be- 
ing ſterile, defired to hauec a child ,'that they 
mipht offer it to God ; which they promiſed 
to doe ,in caſe tficy had one, They tooke the 
B. Virgin to mediatc,as their patroneſle, be- 
twixt them and hisdivineMajcſty, to obtaine 
it. Achild then was borne, and borne on the 
day of the glorious Apoſtle: Saint Andrew, 
whom thetfore they called Andiew, rcfoluing 
to give him back from whom they had recca» 
ved him, and conſecrate him to the (eruice of 


the day beforc he was borne, his mothcr drea- 
med that ſhee was brought to bed of a wolfe, = 
which going into the Church , by little and + 
lixtle was turnd into a lambey and although my 
ſhe did not know what it meant, yet ſhe ttijl | 
did ſuſpe&,and kept it ſecret till ume came; 
His patents preſently put him in a way , 
both bf vertue and learning , as a, child of 


Prayers & once dedicated tothe ſervice gf the 


Queene of Angells : But ſcarce was he come 
to the yeats of diſcretion , when his deboiſt 
life; made the. weakneſle of human nature to 
appeare,and how traile and progeto vice it1s, 
vnleflc it be vpheld by the hand ot God , for 
enflamed with a fire of concupiſcence ; ſet on. 

by the diucll and bad company, he put him- 
ſeife into the broad way of wickedneſle and. 
perdition, leaving off his (tudyes, and his vers | 
tue ,giving himſclte to gaming and diſhoneſt 
pleaſtres,and fo ſpending his parcats mony,, 
who, although they endcauquried by faite 
meanes, and toule , by [wetneflc and jigour , 
to ſtop the poore youth , that he might not 
fall headlong into an abyfle of vice and wic- 
kedneſle , yet gained nothing; he dayly gro- 
wing wore and more: rebellious ; and in- 
corrigible; but God wquld got ,permſt a - 
ſprout of ſuch aſtocke , and (o boly a root to 
bal_@ GIUSWS; 2061 6. al cim mes þ 

. One.day having beene very, inſolent to- 
| watds his mother, and giucn her yery bold 
and vnhandſome language , ſhee remembring =» 
the dreame which ſhe had had,the day betore, 
be was borne, told him; Trucly thou art th 
infamous. bloady wolfe; of which L Fronrees | 
E was broughtto bed. Attheſe words, Andrew, 
ſtood amazed , and like to one rouſed out of 
a dead fleeps entreated his mother to tell bing 
what monſter ;or wolfe and dreame that was 
ſhce ſpake of ; wherupon, ſhee told himplaiz 
ncly the vow which, ſhee and his father had 
made, to dedicate the firſt child. whom thty 
ſhoald have , fo the'ſeruice of God , and hig 
molt holy mother z and, how being big with 
child, ſhe dream't that ſhce had in ber wom- 
be a wolfe, which,catring intq the Church, 
leaving its owne ſhape, was turned into the 
ſhape of a lambe, and that by his deeds ſhe 
vnderſtood, that he was that wild beaſt z al 
though ſhee did nat deſpite , but that from 
that time forward he would becgaze amecke 
lambe , ſeing he was borge , not to ſerve big 
| parents, but to dedicate bimſclfe wholly to 
the ſeruice,of the moſt Bleſſed Virgins Theſe 
words of the holy mother were of (ach cflica- 
cy, that he repentcd,asked her pardon , and 
the nextday went tothe Carmelites , topray 
beforc theAltar of par 07 Wa, (we ſtrenght» 
ned by her fayour, askedon his knees the has 
bit of that holy Order, of the Prouinciall, F, 
Hierome Miliorato, who reccaucd him go the: 


Gog,as they had promiſed. fell out, that on 


great joy and comfort of bs parcats , whicty 


came 


. 
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Caine to ſee him cloathed , and (ulfill their 


vow offering him againe to ourLord, and his 


moſt Bleſſed! cxother. And it ſeemes the B, 
Virgin had taken him vnder her protection, 


and that he was truely ſet on fire with the Joue: | 


of her and her ſonne Chriſt leſus; for preſen- 
tly be began to wage warrc againſt himſelte, 
to breake with the world, moitiſying his ſen- 
ſpall appetites , trampling vader foot all 
pride, and the yaine cſtceme of himſclte, and 
ſubmitting himſelfe to the other Religious 3 
the ſuperiours to concurre with him, cmploy- 
ing him,for that very end, in the meanclt offi- 
ces of the kitchin ; in ſweeping , icouring, 
and making cleane thehoute. 

It happened that in time of dinner, he kee- 
ping the keyes of the gate , there came vnex- 
pettedly a gentleman, a kinſman of his , a 
ſubtil crafty man , with a great many'in his 
company, to perſwade him to leaue that low 
ſare of life, and (as he calld it) ſoolery; and 
come withhim to his home , where all that 
he bad , ſhould bee his, andthey two butone 
ſoule jn two bodyes. Jnfine, the divell in this 
thans ſbape (ag many belecue) or this man as 
the diuel!'s miniſter, vſes all devices poſſible 
ro make him leaue that Rate of lite, repreſen- 
tivg vato him the honours and plcaſures 
which hec might hope for in the world, and 
on the other ſide, the labours, and toile which 
he was to vndergoe in archgious life. But 
our new fouldier , having made the figne of 
the croſle,, remained firme as a rocke , in a 
deepe filence', without giving any anſwer, 
at all , or ſpeaking one word , ſo that the 
Gentleman was forced todepart,witha great 
deale of ſhame' and confuſion, Finally the 
B6ly man made his profeſſion, and from then- 
ce drew new force and vigour to goe on in 
yertne , with a retolution to apply himſclte to 
his ſtudyes ,yct in ſuchſort , as inno wayes 
to diminiſh the feraour of his devotion. He 
endeauoured to procure a continuall familia» 
rity,with God,by meancsol prayer,cxerciſing 
himſelfe in bumility and charity, and caming 
the rebellion of his body , by faſting , wat- 
ching and cther auſterityes, He wore a haite» 
ſhirt , be often diſciplin'd himſelfe , he Kept 
in due times a moſt ſtrit filence, be faited 
three times a weeke,, with onely bread and 
water , beſides the other faſtsof the order;he 
fought all occalions of obcying and ſeruing 
others , cucn the leaſt of the Covent. He 
went willingly through the towne with his 
wallct on his back, to begge almes, and par- 
ticularly among his kinsfolKe and acquain- 
tance , taking pleaſure to bee ſcoffed at ; and 
contemn'd by them, Beſides all this , he bad 
an vnfatigablc dcfire , anda burning zealc of 
the (aluation of ſoules, and our Lord aſſiftcd 


. him, and afforded him meanes to helpe them, 


and bring them out of the ate of linne, 


There was a rich' gentleman , a kinſman 
of his, by name Iohn Corlirius much troy. 


bled with the diſeaſe calld a wolfe, which by 4 
little and little conſumed him, wherupon to «uy, 


calc himfelſe, he ſpeatthe whole day inpaſti. 
mes and gaming, ſothat his houſc was like a 
publike gaming houſe. The holy man ſpake 
vnto him, and promiſed hiaj, that if he would 
quitt thoſe pernicious gares, faſt eight dayes, 
and recommend himſelte zwith deuotion to 
the Uirgin Mary, God would giue him his 
health. The ficke man, although the conditi« 
ons ſeemed hard , yet out of the great deſire 
he had of life and health, accepted them; left 
off his games , faſted , prayed and found him- 
ſelfe ſound to the admiration of the whole 
towne, and'the good of his owne foule, 


Our Saint, although withgreat repugnan» 


ce , yet in obedience to his ſuperiours, was 
made Prieſt , and knowiog that his kindred 
would bee at great expences in feaſting, my- 
fcke, and banquets, when he ſhould hag his 
feſt anaſſe ; to cut off all: thoſe cxcefles and 
vanitycs, with leauc of his Superiour,retired 
bia{clfe to a Monaſtery fcauch miles out of 
Florence ; and there without any noiſe , but 
with extraordinary comfort of his ſoule,offerd 
to God the firſt fruits of his Prieſthood ; And 
that it might appcare,, how pleaſing a ſactis 
fice that was, the Qucene athcauen, accom» 
panyed with-innumcrable Angels , appcared 
vato him, whilſt he was at Maſlc , and ſpake 
ynto him thoſe words of Elay. Thou art my 
ſernant,and I will glory ins thee;atter whichthe 
vifion difappeard, and the hoty man became 
more a ra confounded, procuring to 
make himſclfe more fit, euery day then other, 
to receauc greater graces and fauours of God, 
His fupcriours deſiring to perfe& him more 
in learning , ſent him to the Yniuerſity of Pa- 
ris, where he went through the higher ſtu- 
dies. His courſe being finiſhed, he returned to 
Italy , paſſing by Avignon , where he found 
the Cardinal Corfinus, his neere kinſman, 
with whom he ſtayed ſome daycs, and gaue 
fight to a blind man , who asked him an al- 
mes at the Church dore. From Avignon he 
went to Florence, and healed of a droply:a 
religious man of his owne order.By theſe ad 
racles, and with the gift of propheſy which 
was giuen him , Alm: God began to makethe 
ſanity of his ſeruant appeare more and mo- 
re, A friend of his, having earneſtly entreated 
bim to baptiſe his child, the Saint condeſcen» 
ding to his deuotion , as be tooke the infant 
from'the font, had a reuelation from God, of 
the vahappy andſad end, which that creature 
was to come vato. Moucd with this and brea* 
King forth into teares , being asked the cau- 
ſc, by the father of the child ; he anſwered 


(though vawillingly) I weepe , becauſe this 
child is borne to his owne guine , and the 
deſtruion 


| 
| 


: 
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—— deftrution: of bis family : and fo it was, for 


being but a youth , he was exccated by the 


F8- - hapgman . 0 his owne infawy , and his fa- | 
vary milys prcipdicc. 


Aﬀtcrwards , he was fnade Priiour of the 
Coucntof Flo:cace , al:hough he endeauou- 
red what he could to ihuanc it. [n this office; 
the great Sanity of hus lite , and talcat in 
goucrnment appeard ; lor he did not relentin 
his praQtiles of veitue, prayce and pennance, 
but rather cncicaled them , and procured 
with all diligence , that thole , who weie vn- 
der bis charge, thould,frce fromall temporall 
cares, attend to God alone. He did not' one» 
ly willingly heatc his ſubicts, but pregen- 
ted their petitions, prouiding tor their neceſſi» 
ryes , and yeelding in what he conucniently 
could, to. their 1equeſts. He gauc ſuch ſatisfa- 
ion in_his .goucrnment , that heauch and 
carth did) feeme to conſpire, to raile hin, by 
an occalion which 1 will now 1elate. 

Upon the death of the Biſhop of Ficſoli 
(a citty then very noble and rich, but now 
almoſt quite tuined ) the EleQours mecting 
to name 8 ſycceiſour ,- all with vnanimous 
conſent , noginate our Saint ;. he having no» 
tice of it-, and well knowing what a burthen 
it was, flyeth ſecretly from his Coucnt, and 
goo reſuge to the Carthuſians , which 


ive not farre from the walls af. Florence. | 
There he hides bimlelie,: fo that thoſe: of Fie- | 


foli,, nat:being able t6 make any diſcouery 
of haw,nelthes in the citty of Florence, ngr 


in the adjacent country , teſolue to make a 


new ele&ion, But that it might appeare that 
the divine prouidence had cboſen tor Biſhop, 
him , who had hid himſclte that he might 
not bee ; at what time they went 'to giue 
their votes, a child which was preſcat, ſpake 
aloud yntothem, and fayd ; Our Lord hath 
choſen Andrew for bis Prielt, and be 18 pray- 
ing at the Carthuſians, and there you ſball 


find him. Vpon this voice they leaur off the. 
waking their new cle&ion, & (end vnto hiya,” 


toentreat him to accept of that dignity, which 
all ofthem with one heart atzd common £on- 


ſent did give him, and which heauen ak 
__ 


prooued of. Befides, the Saint himfellc had: 
revelacion, thatit was the will of Gag, that 
hc ſhould not feare the danger , or refuſe the 
labour. Vpon this command from heaven , 
the holy man leaucth the Carthukans Me- 
naſtery , and in the way meeteth with tho- 


ſe of Ficloli , who came to fetch him, and | 


returneth with them to the citty , and be 


ing then eight and fifty yeares of age ,iakes | 


poſſeſſion of his Church , to the cxtraordis 
nary joy of the whole citty , and the vn- 
ſpeakable good of ſoules. And now he trea- 
ted bimſclte more rigourouſly then before , 
Not content to weare a continuall haire-ſburt, 
butadding vatothat, a chaine-giudle of iron. 


he fled all manner of paſtime and recreari- 
oN, he ſpake as little as hee could with weo- 


all vaine preſurzption and felte-conceit , did 
not relentone jot in the vie of acditation, 
walked alwayes in the preſence of God , ac- 
knowledging him with an amourous aftc &i- 
on in all his creatures, provided, withgicat 
compaſſion for affliffed perſons , not being 
able to refraine from teares, when he heard 
tem recount their miſeryes : and, following 
che ſteps of Saint Gregory Pope , had a litt 
ofthe poore, eſpecially ſuch as were aſhamed 
co begpe , whom he aſſiſted with all poſſi- 
ble ſecrecy. In the meane time , our Lord 
tooke fuch content'in the liberality of this 
his ſcruant , that in a very great famine , ha« 
uing giuen allthe bread he had at home , to 


| the poore, ant) more of them continually co» 


ming , he provided him miraculouſly wnh a 
great quantity of loaves , that he might have 
wherewithall to helpe them. Hee was wont, 
10 imitation of our Sautoar , the true Mafter 
of humility to waſh every thuriday theteet of 
ſome povre, and tooke a paiticular content 
and guſdin it;There cane once awongit them 
a pooreman, whohad his leggs quitte rotten, 
and woyld not permit the*holy Prelate to 
waſhthew, by reaſon of the loathſome. vicers 
whieh were in them ; notwithſtanding he 
would, and did waſh'them , and ſcarce had 
he wiped them, when the poore man fonnd 
bimſelfe quite healed: ' | 

He that had ſo much care in helping and 
curing the body ; what care thinke we. had 
he in nouriſhing and curing toules? In this 
he did -excell , and was a moſt excellent Pre- 
late, and cſpecially eminent in moking friens 
ſhips, and taking vp quarrells; and therfore 
Vrban the fifth, Pope , ſent himin quality of 
Nugtio to he citty of Bolonia, which then 
was all on*fre with diſcords and faftions; 
whigh he cxtinguiſhd, appeald their funes , 
vaiteqthenobility with the common people 
in a perſe@& peace and concord, Hauing fis 


nbd this worke, fo much withd for, and yet 
ſo hard, ke returnd to his owne Church, 
where befdes che care of providing for the 
ſouleg ;and bodyes of his flocke , he allo re= 
pairedſowe Churches , and among others the 
| Cathedrall , which was falling. 
Finally being come to the age ot ſeauenty one, 
and ſaying the ſolemne Malſe on Chriſtmaſſe 
night , the B. Virgin, mother of God appeard 
inc vato him , and told him, that on 
twelfth day following, he wasto bee freed out 
of the priſon of this mortall life , and enter 
into the heauenly Jeruſalem, to ſec that cuere 
laſting good , God , face to face , whom he 
had ſerued ſo many yeares, with ſuch fidelity 


and feruour, Theſe happy tidings did — 
ly 


He {lp vpon fome drycd branches of vines, ___—. 


MEN , gave NO care to flatferyeg ,calt away uavary. 
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bly ouerjoy our Saint , and although he was | 
alwayes ready , yet now he preparcd himſe]- 
fe yet more , and having ſettled the affaires of 
his Biſhopricke and fawily , on that very day 
of the Epipbany fixth of Ianvary,io the yeare 
of Lord one thouſand three bundied ſeauen- 
ty three , yeclded vp his ſoulc into his Cica- 
tour's bands: | pet gifs, 
At his bappy pallage a great brigtitneſle 
was ſcene to ſurround his bed,and there jfſu- 
cd forth a moſt ſweet odovr from his holy 
body ; Beſides there were viſions and revela- 
tions of his glory ; and otr Lotd illuſtrated 
hia with wiracles done at his interceſhon 
among which was one very famous , which 
hapned in the yeare one thouſand foure btn- 
dred and fourty ,threeſcbre and feauen yea- 
resaftcr his death, Eugenius the fourth beiog | 
Pope. | | | 
Philip Duke of Milan made warre againſt 
the Church , and the commonwealth of Flo- 
rence;his captaine Generall NicolasPicinino, 
with a powerfull army had taken many cittycs 
and townes, and thus deſtroying the country 
round about , wasnow eoming to 'Florence. 
The citty ſeeing how inconfiderable their 
owneforces ,and the Popes were ,who was 
there in perſon ;their men being few and not 
experienced , the enctnyes matty and valiant, 
began to diffide in themſclaes, and deeply to 
apprehend their dangetj, to their $0 (wall 
affliction, Being all in this arguifh they bad 
recourſe to the Church of our Lady , of the 


Carmelites , where the body of the, Blefled 


; 


Prelate lyeth buried. The Saint hereupon 


appcarcth to a youth, and bids him tel! the # gh 


Magiſtrates from bim, that they ſhould nor Fa 


feare their enemyes , nor ſtick to give them B&vay; 


battle vpon the cight and twentie 

for without ry , they CS: 
victory. Battle then was given on the fame 
day asthe Saint appointed , and the Duke's 
army , as Nuwerous as it was routed by the 
ſmall number of the beſieged, there ſcarce 
being a man of the enneiny that eſcaped. With 
this happy ſucceſſe, the Pope and citty ofÞlo- 
rence was rcuived , and great wetc ihe fefti. 
valls for ſo wonderfull a vitory. In particu. 
larthe Citty acknowlcdging itto habe come * 
frorh God, by the interceſſion of S. Andrew 
went in proceſſion ftom the great Church. ts 
the Church of the Carmclites, to honour the 


holy Biſhop , and giuc him thankes for 6 


| great a benefit 3 taking him for Patron arid 


protectour of their commowealth , deerecing, 
withthe Popes leauc and approbation , that 
cucry ycare his feaſt ſhould bee kept : and 
the Magiſtrates viſit bis ſepulcher; Out of all 
this wee may gather , how powerfull the 
Saints are with God, and of how much dre 
force their proteRion is, then all human pows 
cr. The life of this holy Saint is ſet downe by 
Surivs in his ficſt tome, eloquently pend ;and 
although he dyed on the frxth of Ianoaty,yct 
by a grant of Alezander the ſeatienth , the 
fourth of February js allotted for the day og 


which hisfcalt may bee kept ad libitum. 


% 
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